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PREFACE. 


’^us Rise of the Dutch Republic must ever he regarded as one of the 
leading events of modem times. Without the birth of great 
cAumonwealth, the various historical phenomena of the sixteenth and 
follomng centuries must have either not existed, or have presented 
themselves under essential modifications, itself an organised protest 
against ecclesiastical tyranny and universal empire, the Republic guarded 
with sagacity, at many critical periods in the world’s history, that 
balance of power which, among civilised states, ought alwa^ to be 
identical with the scales of Divine justice. The splendid Wpire of 
Charles the Fifth was erected upon the grave of liberty. It is a con- 
solation to watch afterwards the gradual but tnumphant resurrection 
of its spirit. From the hand-breadth of territory cidled the province ol 
Holland rises a Power which wages eighty yoam’ warfare with the most 


potent empire upon earth, and which, during the progress' of the 
struggle, becoming itself a mighty state, and binding about its own 
' slender form a zone of the richest possessions of earth, from pole to 
^opic, finally dictatelf its decrees to the empire of Charles. 

I So much is each individual state Jiut a member of one great inter-''^ 
national commonwealth, and so close is the relationship between the , 
jivhola human family, that it is impossible for a nation, even while 
struggling for itself, not to acquire something for all mankmd. The 
naintenance of the right by the httle provinces of Holland and Zealand' 
D the sixteenth, by Holland and England united in the seventeenth, 
nd by the United* States of America in the eighteenth centuries, forms 
mt a single chapter in the great volume of human fate ; for the so- 
lalled revolutions of Holland, England, ^d America, are aU links of 
ihain. 

To the Dutch Republic, even more than to Florence at an earlier day^ 

B the world indebted for practical instruction in that great sdence^ 
Ulitical eqmlibrium which must always beoonfe more and jjjjj 

artant as the various states of the civilised world are pressed 
-i-t together, and as the ‘struggle for pre-eminence be(!om 
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Bise of the Dutch Bepuhlio must ever be regarded as one of the 
leading events of modem times. Without the birth of^hitf great 
cemmonwealth, the various historical phenomena of the sixteenth and 
foUov^g centuries must have either not existed, or have presented 
themselves under essential modifications. Itself an organised proteiit 
against ecclesiastical tyranny and universal empire, the Republic guarded 
with sagacity, at many critical periods in the world’s history, that 
balance of power which, among civilised states, ought always tb be 
identical with the scales of Divine justice; The splendid S^ire of 
Charles the Fifth was erected upon the grave of liberty. It is a con- 
solation to watch afterwards the gradual but triumphant resurrection 
of its spirit From the hand-breadth of territory cdled the province ot 
Holland rises a Power which wages eighty yoars’ warfare with the most 
potent empire upon earth, and which, during the progress^ of the 
struggle, becoming itself a mighty state, and binding about its own 
^der form a zone «f the richest possessions of earth, from pole to 
Dopic, finally dictateiS its decrees to the empire of Charles. 

I So much is each individual state Jiut a member of one great inter 
wtional commonwealth, and so close is the relationship between thi 
whole human family, that it is impossible for a nation, even whil< 
struggling for itself, not to acquire something for all mankind. Thi 
maintenance of the right by the httle provinces of Holland and Zealant, 
in the sixteenth, by Holland and England united in the seventeenth 
and by the Unite^States of America in the eighteenth centuries, fot3m 
but a single chapter in the great volume of human fiite ; for the so 


iialled revolutions of Holland, England, ^d America, are all links of on« 
chain. 


To the Dutch Republic, even more than to Florence at an eariier day 
|b the wSrId indebted for practical instruction in that great science 
^tical equilibrium which must always beoon% more and more 
wrtant as the various states of the civilised world are pressed 
trarefther. and as the lArnn^le for nre.«minBnce 




Preface. 


The Biae of the Dutch Bepublic must ever be regarded as one of the 
leading events of modem times. Without the birth of^hiif great 
cStumonwealth, the various historical phenomena of the sixteenth and 
foUovmg centunea must have either not existed, or have presented ' 
themselves under essential modifications. Itself an organised protest 
against ecclesiastical tyranny and universal empire, the Bepublic guarded 
with sagacity, at many critical periods in the world's history, that 
balance of power which, among civilised states, ought always to be 
identical with the scales of Divine justice. The splendid ^m^ire of 
Charles the Fifth was erected upon the grave of hbei'ty. It is a com 
solation to watch afterwarda the gradual but triumphant resurrection 
of its spirit. From the hand-breadth of territoiy ctdled the province ol 
Holland rises a Power which wages eighty years’ warfare with the most 
potent empire upon earth, and which, during the progress* of the 
struggle, becoming itself a mighty state, and bmdmg about its own 
riwder form a zone sf the richest possessions of earth, from pole to 
fopic, finally dictate! its decrees to the empire of Charles. 

I So much is each individual state ^ut a member of one great inter- 
national commonwealth, and so close is the relationship between the 
whole human family, that it is impossible for a nation, even while 
struggling for itself, not to acquire something for all mankind. Tha 
maintenance of the right by the little provinces of Holland and Zeakud 
In the sixteenth, by Holland and England united in the seventeenth, 
and by the Unitec^States of America in the eighteenth centuries, fmma 
but a single chapter in the great volume of human &te ; for the so- 
called revolutions of Holland, Fngkn d, and America, ore all links of oek 
chain. 

. To the Dutch Bepublic, even more than to Florence at an earlier day, 

IB the wSrld indebted for practical instruction in that great soi^e 
lolitical e^ibrium which must always becon& more and more 
Iprtant as the various states of the cdvilised world are pressed 
.togsftber, and as the Struggle for pre-eminence be&m 



feyerj^. Coufage and skill in political and miuwijr uuiuu^i/i<|,i 
enabled William the Silent to overcome the most powerful and un-»r. 
‘tcruj^ouB ^nonarch. of hia age. The same hereditary audacity and 
feriffity of genius placed the destiny of Europe in the bands of William’s 
great-grandson, and enabled him to mould into an impregnable J^amer 
the various elements of opposition to the overshadowing moi^chy of 
7^ms^XIV. As the schemes of the Inquisition and the unparalleled 
tyraniy of Philip, in one century, led to the establishment of the Ee- 
pubhc of the United Provinces, so, in the next, file revocation of the 
Nantes Edict and the invasion of EioUand were avenged by the elevation 
of the Dujich stadholder upon the throne of the stipendiary Stuarts. • 

To All who speak the English language, the history of the great agony 
through which the Bepublic of Holland was ushered into life mugit have , 
peculiar interest, for it is a portion of the records of the Anglo-Saxon 
race — essentially the same, whether in Friesland, England, or Massachu- 
setts. 


A great naval and commercial commonwealth, occupying a small 
portion nf Europe, but conquering a wide empire by the private enter- ' 
pnse of trading companies, gird.'ing the world with its iimumerable 
dependencies in Asia, Amenca, Africa, Australia — exerciaing sove- 
Jiaignty in Brazil, Guiana, the West Indies, New York, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in Hindostan, Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, Neff Holland — must 
always be looked upon with interest by Englishmen, as in a great 
measure the precursor in their own scheme of empire. For America 
the spectacle is one of still deeper import. The Dutch Itepublio origi- 
nated in the opposition of the rational elements of human nature to 
sacerdotal dogmatism and persecution — in the courageous resists’'' 
of historical and chartered liberty foreign despotism. “ To md" * 
not to overthrow, was the device of the WasMngton of the si^ 
century, as it was the aim of our own hero and his great contempo 
The great Western Bepublic, therefore — in whose Anglo-Saxon 
flows much of that ancient and kindred blood received from the n 
once ruling a noble portion of its territory, and tracking its own , 
tical existence to the same parent spring of tempera^ human libC 
must look with affectionate mterest upon the trisls of the elder con^ 
wealth. These volumes recite the achievement of Dutch independ^. 
for its recognition was delayed till the acknowledgment was superfl 
^^^Ak^diculous. The existence of the Bepublic is properly to^be W 
yp Union of Utrecht in 1681, while the final separation ofc^ ^ 
independent and obedient provinces, into the OommoV ^ 
%’ted States and the Belgian prcgrinces of Spain, was in re^ 
y William the Silent, with whose death, three w- 



qaen%, the heroic period of the hietory may he satifto terminate. ’ At 
th& poixik these 'volumes dose. Another series, •mVk lesq attention tc 
' minute details, and carrying tie*atory through a longer range of years] 
win paint the progress of the BepubUo in its ptdmy days, and naigate 
the jitabliahment of its external system of dependencies and ^ interioi 
combmatiolis for self-government and European counterpoise. Th« 
le8SonB''of ^tory and the fate of free states can never be sufiioientlj 
pondered by those upon 'whom so large and heavy a responsibility foi 
the maintenance of rational human freedom rests. ^ 

I have \>nly to add that this work is the result of conscientious re 
^arch, and of an earnest desire to arrive at the truth. I have iaithfullj 
studied all the important contempoRiry chroniclers and later jjfistoriani 
— 4utch, Flemish, French, Italian, Spanish, or Qerman. Catholib aa< 
Protestant, Monarchist and Bepubhcan, have been consulted with thi 
eame sincerity. The works of Bor (whose enormous but indispensable 
folios form a complete magazine of contemporary state-papers, letters, 
and pamphlets, blended together in mass, and connected by a chain of 
armuu buii '<Mumaat.^rrative), of Meteren, De Thou, Burgundius, Hen- 
teruB, Tassis, Viglius, SoStd^-Sazaeus, Van der Hoer, Qrotius—of Van 
der Vynckt, Wagenaer, Van Wyn, Jonghe, Klnit, Vanrajftnpen, 
Dewez, Kappelle, Bakhuyzen, Groen van Piiifttarer— -of Kanke and Ban- 
mer, have been as &miliar to me as those of Mendoza, Camero, Cabrera, 
Herrera, DUoa, Bentivoglio, Perez, Strada. The manuscript relations of 
those Argus-eyed Venetian envoys who surprised so many comts and 
cabinets in their most unguarded moments, and dagueneotypad theu 
character and policy, for the instruction of the crafty Bepublic, and 
whose reports remakreuch on inestimable source for the secret bistoty 
of the sixteenth century, have been carefully examined — especially the 
narratives of the caustic and accoiS^lished Badovaro, of Suriano, and 
Michele. It is unnecessaty to add that all the publications of M. Uach- 
erd — partiouiarly the invaluable oorrespondence of Philip 11, and of 
William the Silent, as well as the “ Archives et Correspondance ” of the 
Orange Nassau family, edited by the learned and distinguished Groen 
van Prinsterer, hv^e been my constant guides through the labyrinth of 
Spanish and Netherlond politics. The large and most interesting series 
of pamphlets known as “The Duncan Collection," in the Boyal Library 
at the Hague, has also afforded a great variety of details by which I 
have endeavoured to give colour and interest to the narrative. Besides 
these, dhd many other printed works, I have also had the advantage of 
perusing many manuscript histories, among which may be particularly 
mentioned the works of Fontos Payen, of Benom de Fiaryie, and of 
Pasquier' de la Barre ; while j!he vast collection of unpubji^hed docu- 



rvfjojBt. 

menta in the BoytA Archivea of the Hague, of Brusaels, and of Dreaden, 
has furnished me with much new matter^of great importance. *1 venture 
to hope that many years of labour, a portion of 'them in the archives 
of those coimtries whose history forms the object of my study, will not 
hdVe been entirely in vain ; and that the lovers of human ^rogr^, the 
b^evers in the capadty of nations for self-government and ^If-ijj^prove- 
ment, and the admirers of disinterested human genius and virtue, may 
^d encouragement for their views in the detailed history of an heroic 
peo|^ in its most eventful period, and in the Ufa and death of the great 
man whose name and fame are identical with those of his couhtry. 

No apology is offered for this somewhat personal statement. Whqi 
an unknown writer asks the attention of the pubbc upon an important 
thenft, he is not only authorised, but required, to shew that by igdudtry 
and earnestness he has entitled himself to a hearing. The author, too, 
keenly feels that he has no further claims than these, and he therefore 
most diffidently asks for his work the indulgence of his readers. 

1 would take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to Dr 
Elemm, Hofrath and Chief labrarian at Dresden, and iu Mr yon 
Weber, Ministerial-rath and Head of the Boyal Archives of Saxony, 
for tW}*Bburteay and kindness extended to me so uniformly during the 
course of my researches m that city. I would also speak a word of 
(dncere thanks to Mr Campbell, Assistant-Iibranan at the Hague, for 
his numerous acts of friendship during the absence of his chief, M. Hol- 
trop. To that most distinguished cntie and historian, M. Bakhuyzen 
van den Brinck, Chief Archivist of the Netherlands, I am under deep 
obUgations for advice, instruction, and constant ^ndness, during my 
residence at the Hague ; and I would also sigdlfy my sense of the 
courtesy of Mr Charter-Master de Schwone^ and of the accuracy with 
which copies of MSS. in the archi'^ were prepared for me by bis cate, 
c'inally, 1 would allude in the strongest language of gratitude and respect 
to M. Gachard, Archivist-General of Belgium, for his unwearied courte^ 
and manifold acts of kindness to me during my studies in idie Boyal 
Archives of BrusselB. 
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THE 


BISE OP TEE EUTCH KEPUBLIG 


HISTOEICAL IH'^R^itittcTIOK. 


TnE noftli-wcstam comer ot the vast 
plain ■which estenda from the German 
Ocean to the Ural Mountains, is occu- 
pied by the countries called theNother- 
lands. This amaJl triangle, enclosed 
between Prance, Germany, and the 

I nf -1 1 ly king- 

doma of Belrnum and HoIEttiShjBitft 
nearly equm portions. Our eam^ 
information concerning this temtory 
is deiived from the Homans. The 
wars waged by that nation with the 
northern baibariana hare rescued the 
damp ialaad oi Batavia, with its neigh- 
bouring morasses, from the obscuiity 
in which they might have remained 
for ages, before anything concerning 
land or people would have been made 
known by the native ibkabitanta. Ju- 
liuB Cicsar has saved from obhijon the 
heroio savages who fought against his 
legions in defence of their dismal 
homes with ferocious hut unfortunate 
patriotism; and the groat poet of Eng- 
land, learning from the conqueror's 
Commentaries the name of the boldest 
tribe, has kept the Nehru, after almost 
twenty centuries, still fresh and fami- 
liar in our ears. * 

Tacitus, too, has described with 
singnlar minuteness the struggle be- 
tween the people of these regions ami 
the power of Home, orerwholiiiiiig, 
slthou^ tottermg to its fall ; .and has, 
moreovei^ devoted sevoraJ cbs/ifriw of 
bis work upon Germany to a dwihi- 
tion of the Biost remarkable Teutomo 
tribes of Netberhuirhi, a 

Oeograpkioally and ctimoirriinbicmlr. 


the Low Countries belong both to Qaul 
and to Germany. It is even doubtful 
to which of the two the Batavian 
island, which is the core of the whole 
country, was reckoned by the Itomans. 
It is, however, mobt probable that 
jdl the land, with the excej,tion ot 
Friesland, was oonsidcied a part of 
■^Qnulr ^ 

Three great rivers — the Bhme, the 
Meuse, and the Soheld — ^had deposited 
their dime for ages among the dunes 
and sandbanks heaved up by the ocean 
i around their mouths. A delta was 
thus formed, habitable at last for man. 
It was by nature a wide mogfias, in 
avhich oozy islands and savage forests 
■weie iuteispeibed among lagoons and 
sliallowB ; a district lying partly below 
tlio level of the ocean at its higher 
tides, subject to constant overflow 
from the livers, and to frequent and 
terrible iuiimUtions by the son. 

The Bhino, having at last the re- 
gions where its storied lapse, tUrongh 
BO many ages, bos bson oODsoci'ated 
alike by K.ituro and art— by poetry 
and eventful ti nth— Bows reluotuntly 
tlirmigb tlio bowlt portal of 1 l|o en 
Momilains into the opun wlili'h 
cvtiaid to the Uorinau Hen. Mlw 
eiitei ing 1 IBs vast ineAiliiw, tlip itream 
diiiilos itself into tivu bumeheg, ha- 
eiimgig thus tliu iwo lininad Uhine of 
Virffi}, ami hoith is thosp life armt 
tbo islanil of UaUvIa, 

T'ho MousP, taking its lias ia tils 
Vwgpfl, poms Itself tlinnvrli tjis Al< 
dsniws wood, pletoys tlia.;>a'l>y 


alueUe and Contrasted (diarac- 
been early fused into a wbolej 
nuld be flifBeult to shew a race 
more richly endowed by Kature for 
dominion and progress than the Belgo- 
Geftianic^eople. 

Physically -^e two races resembled 
each other. Both were of vast stature. 
The gigantic GauT derided the Boman 
soldiers as a bar 1 of pigmies. The 
German excited astonishment by his 
huge Jtody and musculai- limbs. Botdi 
were'uair, with fierce hlue eyes, but 
the Celt had yellow hair floating over 
his shoulders, and the German long 
locks of fiery red, w jch he even dyed 
with jvosM to heighten the favourite 
colcur, and wore twisted into a war- 
knot upon the top of his head. Here 
the German's love of finery ceased. A 
simple tunic fastened :^t his throat with 
a thorn, while his otuer garments de- 
fined and gave full play to his limhs, 
completed his costume. The Gaul, on 
the contrasty, was so fond of dress that 
the divided his race reipoo 

lively long-haued, broedied, and 

gowned Gaul (Gallia coraataTiraccata, 
togata). He was fond of brilliant and 
parti-eoloured clothes, a taste which 
survives in the Highlander's costume. 
He covered his neck and arms with 
golden chains. The simple and fero- 
cious German wore no decoration save 
his iron ring, from which his first 
homicide relieved him. The Gaul was 
iiascible, furious m his wrath, but less 
^formidable in a sustained conflict wrtlK, 
a powerful foe. " All the Gauls are of] 
very high stature,” says a soldier who 
fought under Julian (Amm. MarceL 
sv. 12. 1). “They are white, golden- 
haired, terrible in the fierceness of their 
eyes, greedy of quarrels, bragging and 
insolent. A band of strangers could 
not resist one of them m a brawl, 
assisted by bis strong blue-eyed wife, 
especially when she begins, gnaahmg 
I her teeth, her neck swollen, brandish- 
jing her vast and snowy arms, and 
I kicking with her heels at the s^o 
I time, to deliver her fistLcufis, hke holts 
{from the twisted sttings of a catapult. 
The voices of many arc.* threatening 
and formidable. They are quick to 
linger, but quickly appeased. All are 


clean in their persons; nor adong them 
is ever seen any man or>voman,*as 
e]pe 9 rheTe, squalid in ragged garments. 
At all ages they are apt for militaiy 
service. The old man goes forth to i' 
fight with equal sti'cngth of 


with limhs as hardened jby col and 
assiduous labour, and as emtewtuous 
of aU dangers, as the young. Hot one 
of them, as in Italy is often the case, 
was ever known to out off his thumbs 
to avoid the aervice of Mors.” 

The polity of each tatie differed 
widely from that of the other. The 
government of both may he said to 
have been republican, but the Gallic 
tribes were aristocracies, m which Vie 
influence of clanship was a ^domi- 
nant feature; while the German sys- 
tem, although nominally regal, was in 
reality democratic. In Gaul were two 
orders, the nobility and the priest- 
hood, while the people, says Cesar, 
were all slaves. The kmeb*®'" w..l.i<-a 
were all oluoU to arms. Each went 
forth to battle, followed by his depen- 
dents, while' a chief of all the clans 
was appointed to take command during 
the war. The prince or chief governor 
was elected annually, hut only by the 
nobles. The people had no rights at 
all, and were glad to assign themselves 
as slaves to any noble who was strong 
enough to protect them. In peace the 
Druids exorcised the main functions of 
government, ffbey decided all con- 
troversiys, civil and criminal To rebel 
against their decrees was punished 1^ 
exclusion from the sacrifices — a mosf 
terrible excommunication, through 
which the criminal was cut off from 
all iuteicourse with his fellow crea- 
tures 

With the Germans the sovereignty 
resided in the great assembly of the 
people. There vftre slaves, indeed, 
hut in small number, consisting either 
of prisoneis of war or of those unfor- 
tunates who had forfeited their liberty 
in games of chance. Their chieftains 
although called by the Homans princes 
and kmgs, were, in reality, generals 
chosen by universal sufimge. Elected 
in the great assembly to'Spreside in 
war,^ey were raised on the shouldeni 
of martiid freemen, amid wlj||d battle 



cries and iiliecliiBli of spsar and shield. * be thoroughly aseerhuued, hat we 
TSe arm§ consisted entirely of volun- know too much of its mnguinary rites, 
i tears, and the soldier was for life .in- The imagination shudders to penetrate 
famous who deserted' the field while those shaggy forests, ringing with the 
his chief remained alive. The same death-shriel^ of ten thousand heman 
gre^ assembly elected the villago nia- victims, and with the hidfons hymns 
gistMtes, a;|d decided upon oil inipor- chanted by smohe-and-blood-stained 
taut IjoattCrS both of peace and war. priests to the savage gods whom they 
At the full of the moon it u'as usually served. ' 

convoked. The nobles and the popii- The 6enn.an, in his simplicity, had 
lar delegates arrived at irregular intci- rahed himself to a purer belief Jthan 
vals, for it was an mcouvsnicnce arising that of the sensuous Koman ^ the 


from thetr liberty, that two or tliiec 
days were often lo.st in w.aiting for the 
dehnquents. All state aiT.uis were in 
the hands of’ this fierce democracy 
The elected ehieftiins had rather au- 
thority* to persuade than power to 
command. 

The Gauls were an agricultural 
people. They wore not ivithmit ni.any 
arte uE life They had cxtciisive lliicks 
and herds, and they even exported 
salted pcovisions as far as Home. The 
truculent German, Ger-mann, Hecr- 
mann, W ar-man, eonsidered eamage the 
only useful occupation, and despised 
8gricultupeaa.cnfi]3’atmitaii.d ignoble. 
It was baso, in bis opinion, to gain by 
sweat what was more easily aequired 
by blood. The land was divided an- 
nually by the magistrates, ceitain 
farms being assigned to certain fami- 
lies, who were forced to leave them at 
the expiration of the j^ar. They cul- 
tivated as a commotf property the 
lands allotted by the magistiates, but 
it was easier to summon them to the 
battle-field than to the plough. Thus 
they were more fitted for the roaming 
and conquering life which Providence 
was to assign to them for ages, than if 
they had become more prone to root 
themselves in the soil. The Gauls 
built towns and vilUges. The German 
built his solitary hut where mchna- 
tion prompted. Close neighbourhood 
was not to his tasto 

In their system of religion the two 
races were most widely contrasted. 
The Gauls were a prie^ridden race. 
Their iJmlds were a dominant caste, 
presiding jyen over civil affairs, while 
La religious matters their authority 
was desnptic. What were tlie painci- 
pleSjOf lieir wild theology wilbnever 


superstitious Gaul, lie believed in a 
single, supreme, almighty God, JiU- 
Vater or AIl-Fi’f.her. This divinity 
was too sublime' to be lucaiiiated or 
imaged, too mfiiiite to be enclosed in 
temples built with bands Such is 
the Roman’s testimony to the lofty 
conception of the Gciman. Certain 
forests wer8 eon^erated to the unseen 
God, whom the eye of reverent faith 
could alone behold. Thither, at stated 
times, tlie people repaired to worehip. 
They entered the sacred giove with 
feet boun^, together, in toka« of sub- 
mission..:>^oae who fell were forbid- 
den to rise, but dragged themselves 
backwards on the ground. Their rites 
were few and simple. They had no 
caste of priests, nor were they, when 
first known to the Romans, accustomed 
to ofier sacnficD. Itmustbecenfessed 
that in a later age, a single victim, a 
criminal or a prisoner, was occaaionally 
immolated. The pmity of their reli- 
gion was soon stained by their Celtic 
’neighbourhood In the com se of the 
Rom.an dominion it became contami. 
mated, and at last profoundly depraved. 
The fantastic mtermixture of Roman 
mythology with the gloomy but modi- 
fied superstition of Romanised Celts 
was not favourable to the simple cha> 
racter of German theology. The en- 
tire extirpation, thus brought about, 
of any conceivable system of religion, 
prepared the way for a true revelation. 
Within that little river teiTitory, amid 
those obscure morasses of the Rhine 
and Scheld, three great forms of reli 
gion — the eanguinaiy superstition of 
tho Druid, the senraoua polytheism of 
the Roman,* the 'elevatra but dimly 
groping creed of the Geriban — stood 
for centuries, face to fac% until, having 
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mulmlly debased anfl de3troyv.\l each 
otber, they all faded away iii the puie 
light of ChristSimty. 

Thus eontrasted wore Gaul aad Qor- 
mai^in religious and ixilitical systems. 
The diilerahoe was no less lemarlrahle 
in their social charaoteriatioa The 
Gaul was Bingnlaily luichasto. The 
marriage state was almost unknown. 
Many tnbes lived in most revolting 
and incestuous conciibuiage; brethren, 
pareUJji, and children having wives in 
common. The Gorm.m was loyal as 
the Celt was dissolute. Alone among 
barbarians, he contented himself with 
a single gifo, «iva th.at a few digni- 
taries,* flora motives of policy, were 
permitted a larger number. On the 
marriage day the Gei man offered pre- 
sents to his bride — ^nut the bracelets 
and golden necklaces untk which the 
Gaul adorned his fair-lialTcd concubine, 
but oxen and a bridled horse, a sword, 
a shield, and a spear — symbols that 
thenceforward she was to share his 
labours 4 )id to beceme a portion of 
himseli 

They differed, too, in the honours 
paid to the dead. Tiro funerals of the 
Gauls were pompous Botli-biltned 
the corpse, but the Celt cast into the 
ffaraos the favourite aiiunals, and even 
the most oherisjiod slaves and depen- 
dents of the master. Vast monuments 
of atone or piles of earth were raised 
alwve the ashesef the dead. Scatiensd 
rehos rf the Celtic age are yet visible i 
tUrnughout Europe, in these huge butJ 
unsightly memorials. ' 

The Gen^ was not ambitious at 
the grave. Ho threw neither garments 
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noi odoui-3 upon tlio fiiueralTyio, but 
the arms and the war-horse f the fie- 
p.aitqd were burned and. buried with 
him. The till f svas Ins only sepulchre, 
the memory of his valour his only 
monument. Even tears were forbidden 
to the men. “It was esteemed hr,, our-* 
able,” says the historian, “ for vyomen 
to lament, for men to remember.” 

The parallel need he pursued no 
further. Thus much it was necessary 
to recall to the historical student con- 
cerning the prominent chaiacteristics 
by which thS two great races of the 
laud were distinguished; charocteiis- 
tiea which time has rather hardened 
than effaced. Xn. the contrast and the 
separation lies the key to ifiuch of 
their history. Had Providence per- 
mitted a fusion of the two races, it is 
possible, from their position, and from 
the geographical and hiatorical link 
whicdi they would have afforded to the 
dominant tribes of Europe, that ,a 
world-empiie might have been the re- 
sult, different in many respects from 
any which has ever aiisen. Specula- 
tions upon what might have been are 

i-^. It 14 well, however, to ponder 
the many misfortunes resulting from 
a_ mutual repuhsion, which, under other 
circumstances and in other epheres. 
to been exolianged for mutual attrao- 
vion and fluppoit. 

It IS now nec jss,ary to sketch rapidly 
the political rfansforawtions und^ 
gone by the country, from the early 
pnoil down to the middlo of the eix- 
teenth century; the epoch when the 
long conflict commenced, out of which 
the Batavian repuhlio was hom. 


ehaptor in the histoty 
Of theltetherlanda was written bytheir 
^queror. Celtic Gaul is already in 
toibes, 

•lannod at the approaching daiiRer, 
the universal ty?anU 
fla^ble, quick to strike, hut too 
MMe to prevail swainat so powerf-l a 
^they ha^ylrm a la^„o of 

^ frail<oonfederaoy 
f^ asun* ' like a rope of sand, que 
jjli^^Bcatter mall directions, Heariy 
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^are soon defeated, and sue for moroy. 
The Hervu, true to the Qei-mim blood 
m their vem^sweaf to dio rather than 
sunder. They, at least, are worthy 
“/“If' advances againid 
uicm at the head of eight legions. 
Draivn np on the hanlrs of tlie Sambre. 
they aiTOit the Roman’s approach. In 
tovoB days march Cieaar comes up 

step lull sloping down to* the river, 
Md ends some oavoliy across. Hardly 
have the Roman horsomon cr\jBed the 





jtugazn, Hum the Kervii rash from the 
nrcMed 4iU-top, overthrow horse and 
rider, jdasge in one great ma^ into 
the current and, directly aiterwaads, 
are seen eharging np the hill into the 
ini<i|t of the enemy’s force. "At the 
moment,” says the conqueror, 
"thej seentid in the wood, in the 
river, and witliin our hues.” There 
is a panic among the Homans, hut it is 
brief, Eight vetcian lionian legions, 
with the woild’s victor ^t their head, 
are too inuch for tlie brave but undis- 
ciplined Nervii. Snatching a shield 
from a soldici, and othenvise unaimed, 
Ctesar throws hnnsclf into tlie hottest 
of i£he ^ght. The battle rages foot to 
foot and hand to liand ; hut the hero’s 
skill, with the cool valour of his troops, 
pi oves invincible as ever. The Hervii, 
tiiie to tlioir vow, die, but not a man 
siirrcndcis. They fought upon that 
day till the ground was heaped with 
their dead, while, as the foremost fell 
thick and fast, their comrades, says 
the Eom.m, sprang upon their piled-up 
bodies, and hurled their javelins at the 
enemy as from a hiU. They fought 
hke men to whom life without liberty 
was a curse. They were not defeated, 
hut eirterminated Of many thousand 
fighting mon went home hut five hun- 
dred, Upon reaching the place of re- 
fuge where they had bestowed their 
women and children^ Ctesar found, 
after the battle, that there ivcre hut 
three of their senatoiu left aflvo. So 
perished the Ncivii. Ctesar commanded 
his legions to tioat with respect tlie 
little remnant of the tnbo which had 
just fallen to swell the empty echo of 
his glory, and then, with hardly a 
breaking pause, ho proceeded to anni- 
hilate the Aduatici, the Menapii, and 
the Moriui. • 

Gaul being thus pacified, as, with 
sublime irony, he expresses himself 
cmceming a country some of whose 
tribes had been annihilated, some sold 
as slaves, and others hunted to their 
lairs likfl beasts of prey, the conqueror 
departedfor Italy. Legations for peace 


fiom many German races to Ro“ 
were the consequenoel of these gr * 
achievements Among others the Ba | 
vians fonued an alliance with th. 
masters of the world. Tl^ir pofttion 
was always an honourable one. They 
were justly proud of paying no tribute, 
but it was, perhaps, because they had 
nothing to jiay. They had few cattle, 
they cmild give no hides and boms 
like tlie I'lisians, and they weie there- 
fore allmvcd to furnish onl^ their 
blood. Erom this time forth their 
cavalry, which was the best of Ger- 
many, became renowned in the Ho- 
man ai-my upon every baAle<6eld of 
Etnope, 

It is melancholy, at a later momeni) 
to find the brave Hatamans distm- 
guished in the memorable expedition 
of GennanJliis to crush the liberties 
of their German kmdied They are 
for ev'er associated with the sublime 
but misty image of tbo great Hermann, 
the hero, educated in Home, and .aware 
of the colossal power of thS empire, 
who yev^y his genius, valour, and 
political adioitncss, preserved for Gen 
many her nationality, her purer roll-' 
gion, and perhaps even that noble 
language which her late-flowenng lite- 
ratine has icndcrcd so illustrious— 
but they arc associated as enemies, not 
as friends, 

G.alba, Buccoeding to the purple upon 
the suicide of Kci o, disuusscd the Bata- 
vian lifo-guaids to whom he owed his 
'elevation. Ho is murdered. Otho and 
VitelUiis contend for the succession, 
while all ej'cs are turned upon the eight 
Batavi.sn regiments. In their hands 
the scales of empire seem to rest. 
They declare for Vitellius, and the 
civil war hegina. Otho is defeated; 
Yitellius acknowledged by Senate and 
people. Fearing, like his predecessors, 
the imperious turbulence of the Bata- 
vian legions, he, too, sends them into 
Germany. It was the signal for a long 
and extensiv'e revolt, which had well 
nigR ovcrtui-ned the Homan power in 
Gaul and Lower Germany. 


IV. 

Cfiaudila Civills was a Batavh&i of | years in the Homan armieci. His Ten 
nobis rale, whe had scn'cd.'*'wenty-five ] tonic name has periehed,‘^nr, hke most 
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who become denizenB a 
li&cd state. 4 he Imd a.s.surned an 
ellatioii in the toneme of hie suiio- 
a, He was a eolier of fortune, 
ind Had fought wherever the Ituirum 
Mgles flow. After a quaitcr of a cen- 
my’s Bcivice he was sejit in chama to 
[touie, and hia brother executed, both 
aUely chui’ged n ith oonapiraoy. Such 
ivero the tiiuraplia adjudged to Bata.- 
aau jpixiliai les, Ha PBoaiJcd with life, 
md (hapoded to cunecorate what 
1 emauied of it to a nobler cauBe. Civiha 
Lvad no baibaiian. Like the Gciinau 
hero Armimua, he had leccived a 
llomai^ education, and had learned 
the degraded condition of liome. lie 
knew the mfamuua viced of her rulers ; 
be letamcd an unconquerable love for 
liberty and for hia owu lace. Desire 
to avenge his own wrongs Was mingled 
with loftier motives m hia breast. He 
knew that the sceptre was in the gift 
of the B.itavian soldiery. Galba had 
been murdered, Otho had destroyoil 
himself, *nd Vitollius, whoee weekly 
gluttony cost the eiuiiu'o litre gold 
than would have fed the whole l^ta- 
vian population and convened their 
whole island-morass mto fertile p,iB- 
turcs, was contendmg for the purple 
with Vespasian, once an obscure adven- 
turer liHS Civilis himself, and even his 
fiicnd and companion in arme. It 
seemed a time to strike a blow for 
freedom. 

By bis courage, eloquence, and talent 
tor pohtioal combmations, Civihs effect- 
ed a general confederation of all the 
Cfetherland tribes, both. Celtic and Gei- 
man. For a brief moment there was 
united people, a Batavian conmiun- 

t vealth. He found another source of 
itrcngth in Gonnan superstition. On 
he honks of the Lippe, near its con- 
fluence with the Bhmo, dwelt the 
Virgin Volleib, a Bructenan weiid 
woman, who exercised vast influence 
bver the warriors of hor nation. Dwell 
aiono in a lofty towor, sliroiidcd m 
wild lorost, she was revered as*an 
CB/ili*. II, MiBwers to tho demands 


mised succe&s, and the downfall of 
Human woild. Jnspiied byiier pro- 
phecits, many tribes of Germany sent 
huge subsidies to the Batavian ^ef. 

Tho details of the revolt have been 
carefully preserved by Tacitus, y»nd 
form one of his grandest anil mo^ela- 
borate pictures. The s^ctacl^/of a 
brave nation, inspired by the soul of 
one great man and rising against an 
overwhelming despotism, will always 
Bjienk to the hbart, from generation to 
generation. The battles, tlte sieges, 
Hie defeats, the indomitable spirit of 
(JiviliB, still flaming most brightly 
when the clouds were darkest aroimd 
him, have been described by tjje great 
historian m his most powerful manner. 
The high-bom Soman has thought the 
noble barbarian's portrait a subject 
worthy his genius. 

The Btruggle was on. unsuccessful 
one. After many victories and many 
overthrows, Civilis was left alone. Tho 
Gallic tribes fell off, and sued for peaca 
victorious over Vitollius 
proved too powerful for bis old com- 
rade. lOien the Batavians became 
weaiy of the hopeless contest, while 
fortune, after much capricious hoven 
mg, settled at last upon the lioman 
side. The imperial commander Cena- 
bs seized the moment when the cause 
of the B.itavian hero was most despe- 
rate to send em^saries among his tube, 
and even to tamper with the myste- 
lious wdtoan whose prophecies had so 
inflamed his imagination. These in- 
trigues had their effect. The fidelity 
of the people was sapped; the pro- 
phetess fell away from her worshipper, 
and foretold rum to his cause. The 
Batavians mui mured that their de- 
struction was ineviuble, that one na- 
tion could not arreiA the slaveiy which 
was destined for the whole woild. 
How large a part of the human race 
wei-o the Batarians ! What were they 
in a contest with the whole Komar 
empire * Moreover, they were not op- 
pressed with tribute. They were only 
expected to furnish men ano valoux 
to their proud aUios. It wi^ the next 
ttiing to liberty. If they were to have 
ruled, it was better to serve k Koman 
empenr than a German witi-ll 





Thus aiumured the people. Had 
CS^is ban Buccessful, he would have 
been deified; but hia miafortuuiia, at 
last, made him odious in spite of his 
heroism. But the Batavian was not a 
mam to he crushed, nor had he lived 
so Iwg in ^he Roman service to be 
outmi&hedvsn politics by the barbar- 
ous G^mana He was not to be sacii- 
fieed as a pcace-ofiering to revengeful 
Rome. Watching from beyond the 
Rhine the progi'ess of Refaction and 
the decay*of national cnthusiasni, he 
determined to bo beforehand with 
those who were non’ his enemies. He 
accepted the offer of ncgoli.ition from 
Cetialis. The Roman geiiend uas 
eager td giant a full pnulun, and to 
re-enlist so bravo a soldier in thu ser- 
vioe of the empire. 

A colloquy was agreed upon. The 
bridge across the Rahalia w.is hiokon 
asunder m the middle, and Cerialis 
and Civilis met upon the severed sidca 
The placid stream by which Roman 
enterprise had connected the waters of 
the Rhine with the lake of Flevo, 
flowed between the imperial com- 
mander and the rebel chieftain, 

Here the story abruptly terminates. 
The remainder of the Roimin’s nar- 
rative is lost, and upon that biokeu 
bridge the form of the Baravl-tn 
hero disappears for ever. His name 
fades from history ifbt a sylLvble 
is known of liis subsequent career ; 
everything is buried in tbe profound 
oblivion which now steals over the 
scene where he was the most imposing 
actor. 

The soul of CivUls had proved in- 
sufficient to animate a whole people ; 
yet it was rather owing to position 
than to any peisonj^ iifferiority, that 
his name did not become as illustrious 
as that of Hermann. The German pa- 
triot was neither hi aver nor wiser than 
the Batavian, but he had tbe infinite 
forests of his fatherland to protect 
him. Every legion which plunged 
into thoft unfa&omabla depths was 
forced to retreat disastrously, or to 
perish miserahly. Civilis was hemmed 
in by the npean ; his country, long^Ue 
basis of 'laman military opcratjians. 




was accessible by river and canal. The 
patriotic spirit which (he had for a 
moment raised, had abandoned himj 
his allies had descried him ; he stood 
alone and at bay, encompassed b}«the 
hunters, with death or suFrender as 
his only altemative. Under such cit' 
cuinatances, Hermann could not hare 
shewn moie courage or conduct, not 
h.ivc terminated the impossible struggle ' 

w itli gi e.itcr dignity or adroitncs^ 

The contest of Civilis with jlome 
contains a remarkable foreshadowing 
of the future conflict with Spain, 
thioiigh which the llitavian republic, 
fifteen centuiics later, was to be 
founded. The chaiactcrs, the ^ents, 
the amphibious battles, desperate 
raeges, slippciy alliances, the traits of 
generosity, audacity, and cruelty, the 
generous coafldeuce, the broken fiiith, 
seem BO closely to repeat themselves, 
tliat history appears to piesent the 
selfsame drama jilayed over and over 
again, with hut a ckinge of actors and 
of costume. There is morothan a 
fanriful r'.semblance between CivUis 
and 'William the Silent, two heroes of 
ancient German stock, who had learned 
the arts of war and peace in the service 
of a foreign and haughty world-empue. 
Deteimmation, concentration of pur- 
pose, constancy m calamity, elasticity 
almost pretci-uatursl, self-denial, con- 
summate cirift in political combina- 
tions, personal foititiide, and p-ossionate 
patriotism, were the heroic elements 
01 both. The ambition of each ivas 
subuidinate to the cause which he 
served. Both icfused the crovm, al- 
though each, pci baps, contemplated, in 
tbe sequel, a Batavau realm of which 
he would have been the inevitable 
chief. Both offered the throne to a 
Gallic piince, for Classicus was but the 
prototype of Anjou, as Biinno of Bi-a- 
derode, and neither was destined, in 
tins world, to see his sacrifices crowned 
with BuccesB. 

The characteristics of the two great 
racespof the Land poitnayed themselrea 
in the Roman and tlic Spanish struggle 
with much the same colours. The 
Southrons, inflammable, petulant, au 
daciouB, wore the firat to ^sault and 
to defy the imperial powes in hotli re- 
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volts j while the inhabitants of the tlieir foUowers ; while thi Oer^an 
northom proimces^ slower to bo Netherlands, although erenjlially sub- 
aroused, but of more enduring wrath, jugated by Borne, after a desperate 
were less ardent at the commencement, struggle, were fiuccesaful in the great 
bntf idone^teadfsEitat the dose of the conflict with Spain, and trampled out 
oontest. In both wais the eouiliem ofezistenceever^rTestigeofheraiitho- 
Cdts fell away from the league, their rity. The Batavian lepuj^lio t^^ its 
courageous but corrupt chieftahia hav- rank among the leadmg ^werg^f the 
ing been purchased with imperial gold earth ; the Belgic provinces remained 
to bring about the abject submission of Bomon, Spanish, Austrian property. 


Obscure but important movements 
in the regions of eternal twilight, re- 
volutions, of which history has been 
sUeni^in the mysterious depths of Asia, 
outpourings of human rivers along the 
sides of the Altai Kountains, convul- 
sions up-heaving romote realms and 
unknown dynasties, shock after shock 
throbbing throughout tlfe barbarian 
world, and dying upon the edge of 
civUisaticn, vast throes which shake 
the earth as precursory pangs to the 
birth of a newempire — as dying symp- 
toiM of the proud but effete realm 
which called iteelf the world; scattered 
hordesof 8anguinaiy,grotes(juesavageB 
pushed from their own 'homes, and 
hovering with vogue purposes upon 
the Boman frontier, constantly re- 
pelled and perpetually reappeanng in 
ever-inorcasing ewarme, giudeJ thither 
by a flerce instinct, or by mysterious 
laws — such are the well-known pheno- 
mena which preceded the fill of West- 
ern Borne, Stately, externally power- 
ful, although undermined and putrd* 
scent at the core, the death-stricken 
empire still daidied back the assaults 
of its barbarous enemies. 


During the long struggle iuteive: 
.Tig between the ago of V esposian au 
that of Odoacer, during all the pr 
liminaiy etlinographioal revolutioi 
which preceded the great people 
Wtodermg, the Netherlands remaini 
subject provinces. Their couutrywi 
gwn the high i-oatl which led tl 
0^3 to Home. Those low and bam 
•wots were the outlying maiohes ' 

boMh broke the first surf from tl 
nsmg ocean of German freedom whi< 
^ ^ overwhelm Borne. Y« 

the ancient landmarks we 
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soon well-nigh obliterated, tlie Netiier- 
lands still remamed faithful to the 
empire, Batavian blood was still poured 
out for its defence. 

By the middle of the fourth^entury, 
the Franks and AUemanians — allc- 
manner, all-men — a mass of united 
Germans, are defeated by the Emperor 
Julian at Strasbuig, the Batavian ca- 
valry, aa upon many other great occa- 
sions, savingthedayfordespotism. TMs 
achievement, one of the fast in which 
the name appears upon historic record, 
was therefore as Mumphant for the 
valour os it was humiliating to the 
true fame of the nation. Their indi- 
viduality soon afterwards disappears, 
the race having been partly exhausted 
in the Boman service, partly merged lu 
theFranh and Frisian tiibes who occupy 
the domains of their foiefathers. 

For a century longer. Home still re- 
tains its outwjrd foi-m, but the swarm- 
ing nations ars now in full career. 
The Netherlands are sucocssively or 
simultaneously trampled by Franks, 
Y andals, Alani, Suevi, Saxons, Frisians, 
and even Sclavonians, as the great 
march of Qei many to universal empii e, 
which her prophets and bards had 
foretold, went majestically forward. 
The fountains of the frozen North 
were opened, the vators prevailed, but 
the ark of Christiaaiity floated upon 
the flood. As the deluge assuaged, 
the earth had returned to chaos, the 
last pagan empire had been washed 
out of existence, hut the faltering in- 
fancy of Christian Europe had begun. 

After the wanderings had subsided, 
the Netherlands are found with much 
the same ethnological character. The 
Fra»i dominion has succ-eded tha 
Boman, the German stock ireponde- 



latps 0 Ter‘tli 6 Celtio, but the national 
ingredient!, although in somewhat 
dtered proportions, remain essentilally 
as before. The old Bslgie, having be- 
come Bomanised in tongue and cns- 
tom^ accept the new empire of the 
Fromn. TLf,t people, however, pushed 
from 1 ^ holi of the llhine by thiolcly- 
throngmg hordes of Gepidi, Quadi, 
Sarmati, Heruli, Sozons, Buigundiana, 
moves towards the south and west. 
As Uie empire falls boiaire 0‘ilii.vcer, 
they occujfy Celtic Gaul with the llcl- 
gian portion of the Kuthcihuids, while 
the Frisians, into which ancient Ger- 
man tribe the old Batavian element 
has' meUed, not to be extinguished, 
but to renew' its existence, the “ free 
Frisians,*’ whose name is synonymous 
with liberty, ne.iiost blond reUuonsof 
the Anglo-iiaxon non, now occupy the 
northern portion, including the w hole 
future European tenitory of the Butch 
republic. 

The history of the Franks becomes, 
therefore, the history of the Hether- 
londs. The Frisians struggle, for se- 
veral centuries, against their dominion, 
antil eventually subjugated by Charle- 
magne. Theyevenenoioach upon the 
Fi'iuiks in Bolgio Gaul, who are deter- 
mined not to yield their possessions. 
Moreover, the pious Merovmgi.m/aiie- 
itine desire to plant Christianity among 
the still pagan Frisians. B.agobei-t, 
son of the second Clo&ire, advances 
against them as for .as the Wesev, fokea 
possession of Utrecht, founds theie 
the first Christi.'ui chin eh in Fncsl.ind, 
and establishes a nominal doiuuiion 
over the whole country. 

Yet the feeble Merovinglima would 
have been powerless against rugged 
Friesland, bad not their dynasty al- 
ready merged in th^t puissant family 
of Brabant, which long wielded their 
power before it assumed their crown 
It was Pepin of Ileristal, grandson of 
the Metheilander, Pepin of Landen, 
who conquered the Frisian Badbod 
(a.d. 692b and forced him to exchange 
his royalTfor the ducal title. 

It was Pain’s bastard, Charles the 
Hammer, whose ticmendous blows 
completetftis father’s work. The^aew 
mayor ofithe palace soon drova the I 


Fiisian chief into submission, and even 
into Christianity. A {nshop's indis- 
cretion, however, neutralised the apos^ 
tohe blows of the mayor. The pagan 
Badbod bad already immersed ol* of 
his royal legs in the bapitsmal fonts 
when a thought struck him. “ Wiere 
are my dead forefathers at present?” 
he said, tumng siuldenly upon Bishop 
Wolfran. “ In hell, with aU other un- 
believers,” was the iinpi-udont ansyer. 
"Mighty well,” icplied Badboif re- 
moving his leg, “then will I rather 
feast with my ancestors in the halls of 
Woden, than dwell with your little 
starveling band of Chriiikiiqj^s in 
heaven.” Entieaties and threats were 
unavailing. The Fiisiaii declined posi- 
tively a rite whicli was to cause an 
eternal sop.aratiou from his buried kin- 
dled, and he died, as he had lived, a 
heathen. Uis son, Poppo, sueceeding 
to the nominal sovereignty, did not 
actively oppose the introduction of 
Chii. tianity among his people, but 
himself refused to he convei led. Be- 
belling against the Frank dominion, 
be was totally routed by Charles Mitr- 
tell m a great battle (AD. 750), and ■ 
peushed with a vast number of Fri- 
sians. The Christian dispensation, 
thus enforced, was now accepted by 
these northern pag.aus. Thi^ com- 
mencement of their coiivereion had 
been mainly the ivork of then bretjiien 
from Brifoin. The monk Wilfred w.as 
followed 111 a few j'eais by the Anglo- 
Saxon Willibrod. It was ho who do- 
stioyed tlie images of Woden in Wal- 
cheren, abolisiied his won-ship, and 
founded churohos in North Holland. 
Clnules Martell levvaided liim with 
extensive domains about Utrecht, to- 
gether with many slaves and other 
chattels. Soon oftenvards he was con- 
secrated Bishop of aU the Frisians, 
Thus rose the famous episcop.ate of 
Utrecht. Another Anglo-Saxon, Win- 
fred, or Bomfacius, h.id been equally 
active among his Frisian cousins. His 
ciosibr had gone hind in band with 
the battle-axe. Bonifacius foUow'od 
close upon tbj track of his orthodox 
coadjutor Charles. By the middle of 
the eighth century, some hujiared thou- 
sand Frisians had been sslaugbtered, 
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snd as many. mors converted. The 
hammer whicli smote the Saracens at 
Tours was at lost successful in heating 
the Netherlondera into Christianity.^ 
The/ latxmrs of Bonifaciua through 
Upper and Lower Germany were im- 
mense; but hCj too, received great 
materi^ rewards. He was created 
Archbishop of Idayence, and, upon the 
death of Willibrod, Bishop of Utrecht. 
Taithful to his mission, however, he 
met,MieroicaIly, a maria’s death at 
the hands of the refractory pagans at 
Uokkum. Thus was Christianity esta- 
blished in the Netherlands. 

Un^ei* Charlemagne, the Frisians 
often rebelled, malt ing common cause 
with the Saxons. In 785, A.n., they 
were, however, completely subjugated, 
and never rose again until tbs epoch of 
their eniare eeparaiaon from the Frank 
empire. Charlemagne left them their 
name c£ free Frisians, and the property 
in their own land. The feudal system 
never took root in their soil “ The 
Frisians,'’ says their statute book, 
"shall be free, as long as the wind 
Uowa out of the clouds and the world 
stands.” They agreed, however, to 
oh^ the dhiefa whom the Frank me- 
normi should appoint to govern them, 
according to thoir own laws Those 
laws were collected, and are still ex- 
tant. The vernacular version of their 
Asega book contains their ancient cus- 
toms, together with the Fiank addi- 
tions. The general statutes of Charle- 
magne were, of course, in vigour also,' 
but that great legislator knew too well 
ihe impmtance attached by all man- 
kind to local customs, to allow his 
imperial capitulars to interfere, un- 
necessarily, with the Frisian laws 
Thus again the Nethoilands, for the 
first time since the fall of Home, were 
united under one crown impenaL 
They had already been once united, 
in their slavery, to Home. Eight cen- 
turies jiasB away, and they are again 
united, in subj'eotion, to Charlemagne. 
TOeir union was but in forming a 
' link in the chain of a new realm. 
The reign of Chorlemarae had at last 
1 acci^pbsljed tiio promise of the sorcer- 
UttVelleda and other soothaayera A 
'■ad re-established the 


empire of the world, Tlie Net^ep- 
lands, like the other proviiAes of the 
great monarch's dominion, were govern- 
ed by crown-appointed funotionaries, 
military and judicial. In the north- 
eastern, or Frisisii portion, hoyver, 
the granis of land were gever m the 
form of revocable benefides o^euds. 
With this important exception, the 
whole coimtry shared the fate, and 
enjoyed the general organisation of the 
empire. 

But Charlemagne came fin age too 
soon. The chaos which had brooded 
over Europe since the dissolution of 
the Boman world, was still too absolute 
It was not to be fashioned ini^ perina- 
nent forms, even by bis bold and con- 
structive genius. A soil, exhausted 
by the long culture of pagan empires, 
was to lie fallow for a still longer 
period. The discordant elements out 
of which ihe Emperor had com- 
pounded his realm, did not coaleacs 
during his lifetime. They were only 
held together by the vigourous grasp 
of the hand which had combined them. 
When the great statesman died, hia 
empire necessarily fell to pieces. So- 
ciety hod need of further disintegration 
before it could begin to reconstmcl 
iiaelf locally. A new civilisation was 
not to be improvised by a single mind. 
When did one man ever civilise a 
people ? In t^e eighth and ninth cen- 
turies there wss not even a people 
to be -rivilised. The constiuction of 
Charles wss, of necessity, temporary. 
His empire was supported by columns, 
which fell prostrate almost os soon as 
the liand of their architect was cold 
His institutions had not struck down 
into tlw soil There were no extensive 
and vigorous roots to nourish, from 
below, a flourishing empire through 
time and tempest. 

Moreover, the Cariovingian race had 
been exhausted by produciug a race of 
heroes like thePepins and the Charleses. 
The family became, soon, ns contemp- 
tible os the ox-drawn, long-haired " do- 
nothings ” whom it had expetied ; hut 
it is not our task to describe the 
foriunes of the Emperor’s ignoble 
desrimdants. The realm wip divided, 
subdividedj at times partial] 3 j,reiu]ijted. 



like a {amily iarm, among monardia 
Ineoaoipeteilt alike to hold, to delegate, 
or to resign the mhentauce of stho 
ipreat warrior and lawgiver. The meek, 
bald, fai^ stammering, simple Chailcs, 
or Lnms, who successively sat upon 
his t^ne — princes, whose only his- 
toric i^viunahty consists in these 
insipid appellations — had not tlic sense 
to compr^end, far less to develi'p, the 
plans of their ancestor. 

Charles the Simple was ^he last C.ir- 
lovingian ifho governed Lotharingi.a, 
in which were compiiscd most of tlie 
Netherlands and Fiieshind. The Ger- 
man mouaich, Henry the Fowler, at 
that period called iLiig of the F,-ist 
Franks, & Charles of theAV'est Fianks, 
aoquir^ Lotharingia by the treaty 
of Bonn, Chailcs reserving the sorc- 
icigiity over tlio kmgdom during his 
lifetime. In 925, A.D, however, the 
Simpleton having been impiisniicdaiid 
deposed fay his own sabjects, the Fowler 
was recognised King of Lotharingia. 
Thus the Netherlands passed out of 
France into Germany, remaining, stiU, 
provinces of a loose, disjointed euipu-e. 

This is the epoch in which the vari- 
ous dukedoms, earldoms, and other 
petty sovereignties of the Netherlands 
became hereditary. It was ui the ye.ir 
922 that Chailes the Simple picscntcd 
to Count Dirk the territory of Holl.uid, 
by letters patent. Tbismariow hook 
of land, destined, in futifte ages, to bo 
the cradle of a conaideuablo unpiie, 
stretching through both hemisphoies, 
was, thencofoith, tho mhciilanco of 
Dirk’s descendants. HiBtorio.iI!y,tlieie- 
fore, be is Dirk I., Count of Holland. 

Of this small sovereign and bis suc- 
cessors, the most poweilul foe, for cen- 
turies, was tho Bishop of Utrecht, the 
origin of whose gr^tness has been 
already indicated. Of the other Ne- 
therland provinces, now hereditary, the 
Hint m riuik was Lothaiingia, oiica the 
kingdom of Lothaire, now &e dukedom 
of Lorraine, In 965 it was divided into 
Upper and Lower Loiraine, of which 
the loweifduchy alone belonged to the 
Netherlands. Two centunos later, the 
Counts of fiouvain, then occupying 
moat of Brabant, obtained a permanent 
hold of Lower Lorraine, and bcgaji to 


call themselves Dukes of Brabant. 
The same piinciple of ^cal indepen- 
dence and isolation which created these * 
dukes, estabUshed the heroditaiy power 
of tile counts and barons who funuMly 
esercised jurisdiction lunmr them 
.and others. Thus arose sovoieigu 
Coimts of Namur, Hainault, Limbuig* 
Zutphen, Dukes of Luxembiiig and 
Giit'lilrcs, Barons of Mecbim, Mar- 
quesses of Antwerp, and others ;^11 
petty autocrats. The most imperftant 
of all, alter the house of Lorraine, were 
tlie Karls of Flanders; for the bold 
foi esters of Charles the Great h,ad soon 
wicsted the sovereignty of tlaeirjitllo 
tciiitoiy from his feeble descenwnts, 
as easily as Baldwin, with the iron 
arm, bad deprived the bald Charles of 
lus (iaiigliter Holland, Zelaiid, Utrecht, 
Oierjssol, Gramugen, Drenthe, and 
FnesKand (all seven being poitions of 
Fiiosland in a general sense), wore 
crowded together ui)ou a little desolate 
comer of Km ope; an obscure fragment 
of Charlemagne's broken empire. They 
were afterwards to constitute the 
United States of the Netherlands, one 
of tho most powerful republics of his- 
tory Mcaiiluae, for ooutuiy after cen- 
tury, the Counts of Hollaud and the 
Bishops of Utrecht wero to exeiciss 
dividwl sway over tho territory. • 

Thus the whole comitiy was broken 
into many sliicds and patches of sove- 
reignty. The scpaiatc history of such 
balt-org.aniscil morsels is tedious and 
]«lty. Tiifling dynasties, where a 
family or two wcio oveiythmg, the 
people notimig, leave little woi-th re- 
cording. Kven tho most devout of 
genealogists might shudder to chronicle 
the long succession of so many illus- 
trious obscure. 

A glance, however, at the general 
features of tho goveinmenlal system 
now estabhshed m the Ncthei lands, at 
this important epoch in the woild's 
history, will shew the transfoimations 
which the countiy, in common with 
oiheiv iioi'tions of the western world, 
had uiideigone. 

In the tenth century the old Bata- 
vian and later floman forms hai e faded 
away. An entirely new polftj' h.as s>to- 
ceeded. No great popular asseinbl* 
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asserts its sovereign^j as in the 'an* 
dent Germai| epoch; no generals and 
'temporary Mngs are chosen by the 
nation. The elective power had been 
losA undOT the Bomana, who, after con- 
quest, haS conferred the administrative 
authonty over their subject provinces 
upon officials appointed by the metro- 
poba The Branks pursued the same 
course. In Charlemagne's time the 
TO'^lution is complete. Popular as- 
senAlies and popular election entirely 
vanish. Military, civil, and judicial 
officers — dnkes, earls, margraves, and 
others — are all king's creatures, hneg- 
ten f^csnkoiiinf/a, pueri rens, and so 
remain, tiU they abjure we creative 
power, and sat up their own. The 
pimciple of Charlemagne, that his 
officers should govern according to 
local custom, hdps them to achieve 
their own mdependence, while it pre- 
serves all that is left of national liberty 
and law. 

The counts, assisted by inferior 
fudges, hold diets from time to time — 
thnee, perhaps, annually. They also 
summon assemblies in case of war, 
Tbither are called the great vassals, 
who, in turn, call their lesser vassals, 
each armed with “ a shield, a spear, a 
bow, twelve arrows, and a cuirass” 
Such-dssemblies, convoked in the name 
of a distant sovereign, whose face his 
subjects had never seen, whose lan- 
guage they could hardly understand, 
were veiy diSTerent from those tumul- 


tuous mass-meetings, where boisterous 
freemen, armed with the weapons they 
loved the best, and arriving sooner or 
later, according to their pleasure, had 
been accustomed to elect their gene- 
rals and magistrates, and to raise them 
upon their shields. The people are 
now governed, their rulers appointed 
by an invisible ^ud. Edicts, issued 
by a power, as it were, supernatural, 
demand implicit obedience. The pee 
pie, acquiescmg in their own annihila 
^n, abdicate not only their pohtica^ 
^ their personal rights. On th( 
’ hand, the great source of powei 
dJffusre less and less, of hght and 
I v its 'attractive anc 

1 Uffiuence, it becomes gra 

SHsn. eddied, while its satoliites fli 


from their prescribed bounds, and 
ebaos and darkness rotjlrn. Tbs 
sceptre, stretched over realms so wide. 
Tcquiies stronger hands than those cl 
degenerate Cimlovingians. It breaks 
asunder. Functionaries hecoma sove- 
reigns, with hereditary, $ot dd^ted, 
right to own the peopl^ to their 
roads and rivers, to take titninga of 
their blood and sweat, to harass them 
in sU the relations of life. There is no 
longer a metropolis to protect them 
from official oppression. iPowor, the 
more subdivided, becomes the more 
tyrannical The sword is the only 
symbol of law, the cross is a weapon 
of offence, the bishop is a consecrated 
pirate, and every petty baron aburglir; 
while the people, alternately the prey 
of duke, prelate, and seignor, shorn 
and butchered hke aheep, esteem it 
happmess to sell themselves into sil- 
very, or to huddle beneath the castle 
walls of some httle potentate, for the 
sake of his wolfish protection. Here 
they huUd hovels, which they surround 
from time to time with palisades and 
muddy entrenchments; and here, in 
these squahd abodes of ignorance and 
misery, the genius of liberty, con- 
ducted by the spirit of commerce, de- 
scends at last to awaken maukmd from 
its sloth and cowardly stupor. A 
longer night was to intervene, how- 
ever, before ihe dawn of day. 

The crown-appointed functionaries 
had hven, of course, financial officei's. 
They collected the revenue of the so- 
vereign, one-third of which slipped 
through their fingers into their own 
coifers. Becoming soyereigns them- 
selves, they retam these funds for their 
private emolument. Four pnneipal 
sources yielded this revenue : royal 
domains, tolls pnd imposts, direct 
levies, and a pleasantry called voltm- 
tary contributions or benevolences. In 
addition to these supplies were also 
the proceeds of fines Taxation upon 
'was, in those rude ages, a consider- 
able^branch of the revenue. The old 
Frisian laws consisted almost entirelv 
of a discriminatmg tariff aipon crimes 
iHoarly all the misdeeds which man in 
prone to commit were ptusished by a 
money-bote only. Jtiirdcr, larcenyi 



BiBon, tape — all offences against the 
paAon commuted for a defimte 
^ pnce. There were a few ezceptma 
> such as parricide, which ivas followed 
by loss ^ inheritance, sacrilege and 
tbs minder of a master by a alaie, 
whic^were ^ niiished with death It 
is a naAual mferbute that, as the rojal 
treasuixwas enriched by these imposts, 
the sovereign u ould h-udly attempt to 
check the annual harvest of imquity 
by nhich his reienue wta increased 
Still, although the moral sense is 
shocked by a system which makes the 
rulei’s interest identical with the wick 
edness of his people, and holds out a 


compaiatii e immunity m evil-doing for 
the iich, it was bottei th'i^ oiime should 
be pmnshed by money lather than not' 
be punished at aU, A severe tax, 
which the noble reluctantljyiaid snd 
which the penniless culpiit rommuted 
by peisonal slaveiy, wu suflieiontly 
unjust as weU as ab^uid, j et it seived 
to mitigite the Loiiois with which 
tumult, lapme, and murder enveloped 
those euly days Qradually, as ^e 
hght of leoson broke uxion the Ark 
ages, the most noxious features of the 
system w ei e removed, while the general 
sentiment of reveience for law re- 
mamed. 


VI 


Five centimes of isolation succeed 
In the Netherlands, as throughout 
Europe, a thous lud obscure and slender 
nils are slowly piepaiiug the gicat 
stream of umveisal culture En c dis 
mal centuries of feudalism diumg 
whioh period there is Uttle talk of 
human right, Uttle obedience to divine 
reason. Bights theie aie none, only 
foices, aud,mbiief,thieegi eat forces, 
grodu^y arising, developing them 
selves, actmg upon each other, and 
upon the general movement of society 
The sword — ^the first, for a time the 
only force the force of iron The 
“laud's master,” having acquired the 
property m the teintorj aud m the 
people who feed thereon, uistiihutes to 
ms subalterns, often hut a shade be 
neath him in power, portions of iiis 
estate, getting the use of then faithful 
Bwoidsmiotuiu Vavosourssubdivide 
agam to vassals, exchanging land and 
cattle, human or ochei, agamst fealty, 
and BO the non cham of a mihtaiy 
hierarchy, foiged of mutually mtei 
dependent links, is st|ptehed over each 
httle provmce, Iinpiegnable castles, 
here mote numerous thm m any other 
port of Christendom, dot the level sur- 
face of the country. Mail clod knights, 
with their followers, encamp peima- 
neutiy upon the soik The fortunate 
fable of ffivine right is mvented to 
sanction the system , superstition and 
Ignorance give currency to the delu 
eioD. Thujf the grace of God, hating 
ODsfeired j|be property in a vast por- 


tion of Em ope upon a certain idiot in 
El ince, makes him compeoeut to sell 
luge fiigmcnts of his estate, and to 
give a divmc, and, tlieiefoie, most 
,.i.tt,fictory title ahiig with them, a 
g4Cit convenience to v mm, who hid 
neither power, wit, noi v ill to keep 
the pioperty m his own h luds. So the 
Diil^ of Holland get a deed from 
Chailes the Simple, and, although the 
giace of God does not prevent the 
loyal grantoi hiiri'elf from dying a 
miseiable, discrowned captive, the coa 
vejaiico to Eiik is none the less hal 
low ed by almighty fiat So the B9bei ts 
and Gujs, the Johns and Baldwins, 
become sovereigns m Hainault, Bia 
bant, Eliudcis, and other httle dis 
tiicte, affecting supernatural sanction 
Im. the authoiity which their good 
swoids hno won and aio ever ready 
to niiiiitam Thus oi g uiiscd, the f oi co 
ot U(U osseits aud extiLS itself Duke, 
count, seignoi aud vassd, knight and 
squiie, master and man, swarm and 
sbuggle amain. A wild, chaotic, san 
goniary scene Hei e, bishop and baron 
contend, centuiies long, mmdermg 
human cieatures by ten thousands for 
an acre or two of swampy pasture; 
there, doughty fimiUes, hugging old 
musty quaircla to then heait, buffet 
each Btner fiom gciiciation to genera 
tion, and thus they go on, raging and 
wresthng among themselves, with all 
the world, shaeking insane jvar cries 
which no human eoiu ever gindei stood 
— red caps and black, wbit* hoods and 
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gray, Ho(^ and Kabbeljawa, dealing 
destraoliion, Uiilding casUes and Ijum- 
*ing then^ tilting at tourneys, stealing 
bullocks, roasting Jews, robbing the 
bigjbways. crusading — ^now upon Syrian 
BttnHn n^inn t Paynim dogs, now in 
ftisian quagmires against Albigenses, 
Stedingers, and other heretics — ^plung- 
ing about in blood and hre, repenting, 
at idle times, and paying t^ir passage 
though purgatory with large shces of 
ill-gUten gams placed in the ever- 
extended dead-himd of the Church; 
acting, on the whole, occordmg to their 
kind, and so getting themselves civil- 
ised ^eacterminated, it mattei*a little 
whict Thus they play their part, 
those energetic men-at-arms ; and thus 
one great force, the force of iron, spins 
and expands itself, century after cen- 
tury, helping on, as it whirls, the great 
progress of society towards its goal, 
wherever that may be. 

Another force — the force clerical — 
the power of clerks, arises ; the might 
of educated mind measuring itself 
agiunst brute violence; a force em- 
bodied, as often before, as priestcraft 
— ^thestrengthof priests . craftmeaning, 
ainiply, strength in our old mother- 
tongue. This great force, too, develops 
itsi^ variously, bemg sometimes bene- 
ficent; sometimes malignaut. Priest- 
hood works out its task, age after age ; 
now smaothmg penitent death-beds, 
consecratinggTaveB,feedmgthehungry, 
dothing the nak^, incarnating the 
Christian precepts in an age of rapim 
and homicide, doing a thousand deeds of 
love and charity among the obscure and 
forsaken — deeds of which there shall 
never he human chronicle, but a leaf 
or two, peihapa, in the recordiug 
angel's book ; hiving precious honey 
from the few flowers of gentle art 
which bloom upon a howling wilder- 
ness ; holdmg up the light of science 
over a stormy sea ; treasuring in con- 
vents and crypts the few fossils of an- 
tique learning which become visible, 
as the extinct Kegathenum of an elder 
world reappears after the gothic deluge ; 
■nd now, careermg in helm and hau- 
be^ with the other rmfians, bandymg 
Mows in' thii^t of the fight, 
Uastiiig witii beU, book, and caudle its 


jjMcn Mepuuiie, 

trembling enemies, vdiile sovereigns, 
at the head of armies, gijvel in the 
dust and offer abject submission for 
the Itiaii of peitoe ; exercising the same 
conjury over ignorant baron and 
cowardly hind, nuiking the fiotwn of 
apostolic authority to bqpd anck^oose, 
as prolific in acres as the^th^ divme 
right to have and hold; thug we force 
of cultivated intellect, wielded by a 
chosen few and sanctiemed by super- 
natural authorily, becomes as potent 
as the sword. ' 

A third force, developing itself more 
slowly, becomes even more potent 
tium the rest; the power of gold. 
Even iron yields to tim more ductile 
metal The importance of municipa- 
lities, enriched by trade, begins to be 
felt. Commerce, the mother of Nether- 
land freedom, and eventually its de- 
stroyer — even as iu all human his- 
tory the vivifying becomes afterwaids 
the dissolving principle — commeico 
changes insensibly and miraculously 
the aspect of society. Clusters of 
hovels become towered cities; the 
green and gilded Hanse of commercial 
republicanism coils itself around the 
decaying trunk of feudal despotism 
Cities leagued with cities throughout 
and beyond Christendom — empiie 
within empire — ^bind themselves closer 
and cloBer in the electric chain of hu 
man sympstW, and grow stronger and 
stronger by mutual support. Eisher- 
men and river raftsmen become ocean 
adventurers and merchant princes. 
Commerce plucks up haU-drowned 
Holland by the locks and pours gold 
into her lap. Gold wrests power from 
iron Newy Flemish weavers become 
mighty manufacturers Armies of 
workmen, fifty thousand strong, tramp 
through the swarming streets. Silk- 
makers, elothiers, brewers, become the 
gossips of kings, lend their royal gossips 
vast sums, and bum the royal notes 
of hand in fires of cinnamon wood. 
Wealth brings strength, strength con- 
fidence. Learning to handle cross-bow 
and dagger, the burghers feir leas the 
baronial sword, findmg tkat their own 
will cut aswell,seeingthat great armies 
— ^fiawera of chivalry — caLi, ride away 
befere them fast enough a-, battles of 
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md other ^ountere.^^^; ^ ^r wl.ioh tLcy htd been 

ncffes b^H inaolenoe, tumu..^ cratUeP "^’ 

^ broils. iAtemecine quarrels, bor.'^. abstractions, which, in those 

' tumults stain the streets with blood, practical and violent days, would have 
but education hits the citisens more yielded little nutiunent; but^ey slill 
and more out of the original slough rather sought to reconcile themselves. 
They seam ^ ti'euible as little at by a rough, clumsy fiction, with the 
priesta^t an at swordcraft, having hierarchy which they had invaded, 
acquirea something of each. Gold rn than to overturn the system. Thus 
the end, unsanctioned by right divine, the cities, not regarding themselves os 
weighs uji the other forces, supema- representatives or aggregations of ihe 
tui'^ os they are. And sea struggling people, became fabulous person4|es, 
along then* appointed path, mining bodies without souls, corporations 
cloth, making money, making treaties which had acquired vitality and 
with great kmgdoms, making war by strength enough to assert their exis- 
land and sea, ringing great bells, wav- tence. As persons, tberefore^^igantic 
ing great bannciu, they, too — these in- individualities — they wheeled mto the 
soleiit, bbisteroiis burghers — acconr- feudal lanks and assumed feudal 
plish their work. Thus, the mighty powers and responsibihties. The city 
power of the purse develops itself, and of Dort, of Middlehurg, of Ghent, of 
municipal liberty becomes a subston- Louvain, was a hvmg being, doing 
tiol fact, A fact, not a piinciple; for fealty, claiming sei vice, bowing to its 
the old iheoi em of sovei eignty i emains loi d, struggling w ith its equals, ti amp- 
undisputed as ever. Keither the na- hug upon its slai ea 
tion, m mass, nor the citizens, in class, Thus, in these obscime provinces, as 

lay claim to human rights. AU upper thioughout Europe, in a thousand ra> 
attributes — legislative, judicial, adini- mote and isolated comers, civilisation 
nistrative — ^remain in the land-master’s builds itself up, synthetically and 
breast alone. It is anabsuidity,there- slowly. Thus, impelled by great and 
foTe, to arguo with Orotins conceiumg conflicting forces, now obliquely, now 
the unkn own antiquity of the Batavian backward, now uiiward, yet, upon the 
republic. The republic never existed whole, omvard, the new society moves 
at aU till the sixteenth century, and along its predestined orbit, gatUEring 
was only bom after long yeaiB of agony, consistency and strength as it goes; 
The democratic instincts <lt the ancient society, civiliKition, xieihaps, buthardly 
German savages were to fcvive in the humanity. The people has hiudly be- 
breasts of their cultivated descendants, gun to extricate itself fiom the clods 
but an organised, civilised republican itf which it hes buried. There arc 
polity had never existed. The cities, only nobles, priests, and, latteily, cities, 
as they grew in strength, never claimed In the northern Netherlands, the de- 
the right to make the laws, or to share graded condition of the mass contmued 
in the government. As a matter of longest. Even hi Friesland, hberty, 
fact, they did make the laws, and the dearest blessmg of the ancient 
shared, beside, in most im^iortant func- Frisians, had been forfeited in a variety 
tions of sovereignty, m the tieaty- of ivaya Slavery was both voluntary 
making power especially. Sometimes and compulsory. Faupeis sold them- 
by baigams, sometimes by blood, by selms that they might escape sbirva- 
gold, &reats, promises, or good hard tion. The timid sold tliems^vcs that 
blows, they extorted their chai-ters. they might escape violence. These 
Their codes, statutes, jojpful en- voluntaiy sales, which were frequent, 
trance^ and other constituiaonB were were iBually made to cloisters and eo- 
dictated the buighers and sworn clesiastical estabhshments, for the cen- 
to by the monarch. They weie con- dition of Chur^ slaves was preferable 
cessions fronf above ; privileges, pii- to that of other serfs. Fersonsworsted 
vata laws ; ffrogments, indeed, aA a in judicial duels, shipwrecked sailoi'E^ 
isrgor libeijty, but vastly better tssn j vs^nts, strangers, cnininaI*Tmablgj 2 _ 
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idyantage ofiboUi countries. A dia- 
• piffe, howevOT^ between tbe mercbenta 
of Hollaiid and England, towards the 
year 1276, caused a privateering war- 
fafr, ani a ten years’ suspension of 
intfflrcourse. A reconciliation after- 
words led to the establishment of the 
English wool stiiple, at Eorh A sub- 
sequent quarrel deprived Holland of 
this great advantage. King Edward 
reig^ to assist Count Florence in a 
ww^th the Flemings, and transferred 
the staple from Sort to Bruges and 
Mechlin. 

The trade of the Netherlands with 
the «t^terranean and the East was 
mainly through this favoured city of 
Bruges, whi^ already, m the &ir- 
teenth century, hod nsen to the first 
rank in the commercial world. It was 
the resting-place for the Lombards, 
and other Ilians, the great entrepot 
for their merchandise. It now became, 
in addition, the great market-place for 
English wool, and the wooUon fabrics 
of aU the Netherlands, as well as for 
the drugs and spices of the East. It 
had, however, by no means reached its 
apogee, but was to culminate with 
Venice, and to sink with her decline. 
AVhen the overland Indian trade fell 
off with the discovery of the Cape pas- 
Sdgo^both cities withered. Gross grew 
in ^e fair and pleasant streets of 
Bruges, and Bc.vweed clustei-ed about 
the marble halls of Venice. At this 
epoch, however, both were in a state 
- of rapid and insolent prosperity. ^ 
The cities, thus advancing in wealth 
and importance, were no longer satis- 
fied wiiii being governed according to 
law, and began to participate, not only 
In their own, but in the general go- 
vernment. Under Guy the First of 
Flanders, the towns appeared regulaily, 
as well as the nobles, in the assembly 
of the provincial estates. (1826-1829, 
A D.) In the course of the following 
century, the six chief cities, or capitals, 
of Holland (Dort, Harlem, Delft, Ley- 
den, Gouda, and Amsterdam) adl^uired 
the right of sending their deputies re- 
gularly to the estates gf the provinces, 
1 with the nobles, 

crasututed the parliamentary power of 
ue nations Thqr also acquired letters 
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patent from the count, aHqwJj'S 
to obooao their burgo-mMCefS and a 


linjited number of counoillord ot sena- 
tors (Vroedsc^ppen). 

Thus the liberties of Holl™d and 
Flanders waxed daily stronSy A 
great physical eonvulsioft in tnfe^ thir- 
teenth century came to^Odd^ influ- 
ence to the alower process of political 
revolution. Hitherto there ^^cd been 
but one Friesland, mcluding Holland, 
and nearly Ml the territoiy of the fu- 
ture republic. A slender BSrei>Jii alone 
separated the two great distriots- The 
low lands along the Vlie, ofteP threat- 
ened, at last sank in the wav^e. The 
German Ocean rolled in upou the 
inland lake of Flevo. Th? stormy 
Zuydei Zee began its existend® 1^7 en- 
gulfing thousands of Frisian villages, 
with all their population, “^d by 
spreading a chasm between kindroil 
peoples. The political, as wcU a® the 
geographical, contmuity of the land 
was obhterated by this tre^ee^doua 
deluge. The Hollanders wei'® cut ofl 
from their relatives in the e®®t by ns 
dangerous a sea as that tfhicP divided 
them from their Anglo-Saxon brethien 
in Britain. The deputies to the geneisil 
assemblies at Aurich could P® longer 
undertake a journey grown so perilous. 
W est Friesland became absorbedin Hol- 
land. East Friesland remamed c federal 
tion of rude^utself-govemed maritime 
provinces, until the brief and bloody 
domihioa of the Saxon dukes led to 
the establishment of Charles the Fifth’s 
authority. Whatever the nomin.U 
sovereignty over them, this most ro- 
pubhean tribe of Netherland®™! oc of 
Europeans, had never accepted feudal- 
ism. There was an annual coeS^ee® o^ 
the whole confederacy. EaeJh of the 
seven little states, on the oii>er han^ 
regulated its own internal affairs, 
E^h state was subdividedmto districts, 
each district governed by a Gfiet-monn 
(great-man, select-man) and jissistauts. 
Above all these district officer was^a 
Podesth, a magistrate idoPtical in 
name and functions with'’ the chief 
officer of the Italian lepiiblioS- There 
was sometimes but one Podesth ; 
Bo&etimes one for each pfbviPoe- Ho 
was chosen by the people, iotih oath of 
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to Bopaiate estaieti, or^ if 
PodeBtbrgewral to the federal diet, and 
waa generally elected for a lii^ed 
term, although sometimte for life. He 
was aasiated by a board of eighteen or 
twentg councillorB. The deputies to 
the M^ral Congress were chosen by 
popmiu%uffi%ge in Ea&ter-week. The 
clergy were not recognised aa a politi- 
cal estate. 

Thus, in those lands u hich a niggard 
nature had appaicntly coedemned to 
perpetual ifovcity and obscurity, the 
pi inciple of reasonable human freedom, 
without which there is no national pro- 
sperity or glory worth contending for, 
was takmg deepest and stiongcst root, 
Already,*™ the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries, Fiieslaiid was a I'e- 
publie, except in name; HolUnd, Flan- 
deis, ihabant, had acqiiiied a largo 
tharo of self-government. The power- 
ful commonwealth, at a later period to 
be erolred out of the great combat be- 
tween centralised tyranny and the 
spirit of civil and religious liberty, 
was already foreshadowed. The ele- 
ments of which that impoitant repub- 
lic waa to be compounded were ger- 
minating for centuries. Love of free- 
lorn, readiness to strike and bleed at 
any moment in her cause, manly re- 
sistanca to despotism, lioweier over- 
ohadowmg, were the leading charao- 
tenstics of the race i^ all regions 
or periods, whether among Fiisian 
swamps. Hutch d}’kos, the gentle hills 
and dales of England, oi the pathless 
forests of Amoiica Doubtless, the 
history of human liberty m Holland 
and Flanders, as eveiy where else upon 
,,arth where there has been such a 
history, unrolls many scenes of turbu- 
lence and bloodshed; although these 
features have been s exaggerated by 
prejudiced historians. Still, if there 
were luxiuy and insolence, sedition 
and upioar, at any rate there was life. 
Those violent httle commonwealths 
had blood in their veins. They were 
compact of proud, seU-hclpuig, muscu- 
lar vigoitf. The moat sanguinary 
tumulte which they ever enacted in 
the face of £y, were better than the 
order and sAence bom of the midnight 
darkness of de^tism. That vciyjin- 
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rulinesB was educating the people for 
their future work. Thom merchants, , 
manufacturers, country squires, and 
hard-iighting barons, aU pent up in a 
narrow comer of the earth, qupiTell Ag 
with each otlier and with all the world 
for centuries, were keeping alive a 
national pugnacity of character, for 
which there was to he a heavy demand 
in the sixteenth century, and without 
which the fatherland h^ perhaps sge* 
enmbed in the most unequal coiAlct 
ever waged by man against oppression 
To sketch the special history of even 
the leading Netherland provinces dur- 
ing the five centuries which (feehave 
thus rapidly sought to characterise, is 
foreign to our purpose. By holding 
the duo of Holland's history, the gene- 
ral maxo of djmastic transformations 
throughout the country may, heivever, 
be swiftly threaded. From the time 
of the first Dirk to the close of the 
thiitcenth century there were nearly 
four hundred y eai’s of unbi oken male de- 
scent, a long Ime itf Duks and Florences. 
This iron-handed, hot-headed, adven 
turous race, plac^ as sovereign upon 
its httle sandy hook, making ferodous 
exertions to swell into larger conse- 
quence, conquermg a mile or two of 
morass or barren furze, after border 
blows and bloodier encounters ^an 
might have established an empire 
under more favourable circumstauces, 
at last dies out. The countship falls 
to the house of Avenues, Counts of 
1 Arnault. Holland, together with Ze- 
laud, which it had annexed, is thus 
joined to the jiiovince of Hainault. 
At the end of another half century 
the Hainault line expires. 'William 
tlic Fourth died childless in 1355. 
His death is the signal for the out- 
break of an almost intciminable series 
of civil commotions. Those two great 
I-arties, known hy the uncouth names 
of Hook and Kabbeljaw, come mto 
existence, dividing noble against noble, 
city against city, father against son, 
for sAiie hundred and hfty years, 
without foiiiiilatiun upon any abstract 
or intelligible ^ruiciple. It may be 
obsen-ed, liowm'er, that, in tlje sequel, 
and as a gencial rule, the K^beljaw, 
or cod-fish party, represented the dry 
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or Draniiapal faciaon, wMie the Hoohs 
(fish-hoo^) lhat were to catch and 
control (hem, were the nobles; iron 
and audacity against brute number 
and wei^t. 

Duke TVilliam of Bavaria, sisteT'a 
son of 'William the Fourth, gets him- 
self established in 1354. He is suc- 
ceeded by bis brother Albeit ; Albert, 
by his son ATilham. William, who 
had married Margaret of Burgundy, 
dasghter of Fluhp the Bold, dies m 
1417. The goodly heritage of these 
three Hetherland provmces descends 
to his daughter Jacqueline, a damsel 
of wfgsiAe&a. Little need to truce the 
career of the fair and ill-starred Jac- 
queline. Few chapters of histoiical 
romance have drawn more frequent 


tears. The favourite heroine of ballad 
and drama, to Netherlan^ers she is 
endued with the palpable form and 
perpetual existence of the Iphigenias, 
Ma^ Stuarts, Joans of Aro, or other 
consecrated mdiyidualiries. Hsl^uBted 
and broken-hearted, e.^ter fjmuteen 
years of conflict with her o* n kins- 
men, consoled for the cowardice and 
brutality of three husbands by the 
gentle and knightly spirit of the fourth, 
disposseaaec’ of her father’s broad do- 
mains, degraded from tlfo rank oi 
sovereign to be lady forester of her 
own provinces by her cousin, the bad 
Duke of Burgundy, Philip, surnamed 
" the Qood," she dies at last, and the 
good cousin takes undisputodflominiun 


of the land. (1437). 

m 


The five centuries of isolation are at 
end. The many obscure streams of 
Netherlond history are merged in one 
broad ourrant. Buigundy has absorbed 
aU the provinces which, once more, 
are forc^ to recognise a single master 
A century and a few years more suc- 
ceed, dunng which this house and its 
heirs are undisputed sovereigns of the 
soil. 

Philip the Good had already acquired 
the principal Netherlands, before dis- 

S oaaessing Jacquehne. He had m- 

erited, beside the two Burgundies, 
the counties of Flanders and Ai-tois. 
He had purchased the county of Na- 
mur, and had usur;ied the duchy jf 
Brabant, to which the duchy of Lim- 
burg, the marquisate of Antwerp, and 
the barony of Mechlin, had already 
been annexed. By his assumption of 
Jocquelme’s dommions, he was now 
lord of Holland, Zelaud, and Haiuault, 
and titular master of Fnesland He 
acquired Luxemburg a few years later. 

Lord of so many opulent cities and 
fruitful provinces, he felt himself equal 
to the kings of Europe, Upon his 
niarriage with Isabella of Portugal, he 
founded, at Bruges, the celebrated 
order of the Golden Fleece. What 
could be more practical or moio do- 
^TOu^than the conception { Did not 
' suspended at each 

b east, symbolise at once the 


woollen fabrics to which so much of 
Flemish wealth and Burgundian pow er 
was owing, and the gentle humility of 
Christ, which was ever to characterise 
the order ! Twenty-five was the limit- 
ed number, including Philip himself, 
a-> grand master. The chevwers wcio 
einpeiors, kings, princes, and the most 
illustiious nobles of Christendom ; 
while a leading provision, at the out- 
set, forbade the brethren, cronmed 
'hc<uls excepted, to accept or rctam the 
compamoDship of any other order. 

The acces'non of so potent and ambi- 
tious a prince as the good Philip boded 
evil to the cause of freedom in the 
Netherlands. The spirit of liberty 
seemed to have been typified in the 
fail form Of the benignant and iinhapiiy 
Jacquehne, and to be buried in her 
grave. The usuiper, who had crusliod 
her out of existence, now strode foi- 
wurd to trample upon all the laws and 
pririleges of the_ provinces which had 
formed her hentage. 

At his advent, the municipal power 
had already reached an advanced stage 
of development. The burgher ola® 
controlled the government, not only of 
the cities, but often of the provinces, 
through its influence in the estates. 
Industry and wealth had produced 
their natural results, hho supremo 
aut'aority of the sovereiga and the 
power of the nobles were balanced by 



6bfi mnmcipal principle which had 
ev^ begii^o preponderate orer both 
I Ail three exercised a constant and salu- 
tary check upon each -other. Com- 
merce had converted slaves mtn free- 
men, freemen into buigheis, and the 
burghers wei^ acipiiiing daily a huger 
prs^icl^ hold upon the eovcnuiient 
The town coimcrls were becoming al- 
most omnipotent. Although u ilh an 
oligarchical tcndenc}’, iiliich at a hater 
period was to be more ful '4' developed, 
they were rlbiv composed of large ntiui- 
bers of indlYuliials, who had rai-^cd 
themselves, by industry and intelli- 
gence, out of the popular nias-,ea 
There was an unquestionably ropuhli- 
cautond-to the institutions. 1‘uucr, 
actually, if not nominally, w .is in Wic 
hands of many who had .iclueved the 
gruntiie.2S to which they had not I "Oii 
bom. 

The assoniblies of the est.ite.s were 
rather diplomatic than repiesoiitativc. 
They consisted, geiieisUy, of the 
nobles and of the deputations from 
the cities. In Holland, the clergy had 
neither influence nor seats in the par- 
liamentary body. Mcasiu es were pro- 
posed by the stadliolder, who repio- 
sented the sovereign. A request, for 
example, of pecuniary accommodation, 
was made by that functionary, or by 
the count himself in person. The 
nobles then voted upon* the dem.and, 
generally as one body, ifut sometimes 
by heads. The measure was tivu laid 
bcfoie the burgliers If theyliadbecii 
specially commissioned to act iipDulho 
matter, they voted, each city as a city, 
not each deputy individually. If they 
liad received no instructions, they took 
back the proposition to lay huforc the 
ooiincils of their respeothe cities, in 
order to letui-n a (]pcision at an ad- 
journed session, or at <a subsequent 
diet. It wiU bo seen, thercfoi e, tliat 
the pnnoiple of national popular ic- 
presentation was hut imperfectly de- 
veloped. The municipal deputies acted 
only under instructions. Each city 
was a li€tle independout state, suspi- 
cious not only of the sovereign and 
nobles, butyof its sister cities. This 
mutual jeJlousy hastened the gcaeial 
humiliatioa now impending. ^Tho 


centre of the system waxiag daujf 
more powerful ic m .’n* c.i ji ly 'uwphvp i] 
these feebler and laut'ioJy n-pu'^ii#- 
bodies 

Ehilip'a first step, nr nr ais ujijnj 
the government, was to i^s .# .1 -I.-l. le 
r.itiou. through the council of Hob 
that the priiileore-- and cen-rz'-u' 1 1, 
which he lud swoiu to Ou ibi.. ird 
gu.irdian, during the period iitwhicli 
Jacqueline had still reialiied a nurunal 
soveieignty, w ore to he cons,dereiljfCill 
imd void, unless afteinvards confirmed 
by him as count. At a single blow he 
thus severed the whole knot of pledgos> 
oaths, and other politic U ijBnplica- 
tions, by which he h.ul entangleirinm- 
self during his cautious advance to 
power. He w-as now unti-amnielled 
again. As the conscience of t lie smooth 
usuipct was, thenceforth, the incasiira 
of piovinoial libeity, his subjects soon 
found it meted to them more spar- 
ingly th.m they wished From this 
point, then, tlu'ougli tlio Bmgiindiau 
period, and until the rise of tho re- 
public, the liberty of the Hetheilands, 
notwithstanding several brilliant but 
biiof lummatiouB, occurring at irregu- 
lar intervals, seemed to remain in ol- 
mo't peipetual eclipse. 

The material prosperity of the coun- 
try had, however, vastly incisased. 
The lisherles of Holland had become 
of enormous irapoitance The inven- 
tion of the humble llcukelsoou ol 
Iliei vUet hod expanded into a mine of 
iic.dth. The lislicries, too, w'cio most 
msefiil a.s .a nni-sDiy of sc.amen, and 
weie ah-eady indicating Holland’s fii- 
tuic n.aval siipiomacy. The fisheianen 
weie the militia of tho oce,m, and 
their piowcss was attested in the war 
with the Haiiheatic cities, which tlio 
provinces of Holland and Zelaud, in 
Philip’s name, but by tlioii oivii im- 
assisted exertions, cai-iied on tiiumph- 
antly at. this epoch. Thou came into 
existenoe that race of cool and doling 
maimei's who, in after-times, were 
to u«iko the Hutch name illustrious 
thioiighout the woild — the men whose 
huicB descend, lilts, tho “ beggars of the 
sea," wei e tc^ make the Sjiaiiish em- 
pire tremble — tho men jefloae later 
successors swept the seits with Imnnrnt 



at the mast-head, and whose ocean- 
battles with ^eir equally fearless Eng- 
lish brethren often lasted four unm- 
terrupted days and nights. 

Jbe main strength of Holland was 
derived ^irom the ocean, from whose 
destructive grasp she had wrested her- 
self, but in whose friendly embrace she 
remained. She was almady placing 
securely the foundations of commer- 
cial wedth and civil bberty upon those 
sh^ft^g quicksands which the Eoman 
doimt^ whether to call land or water. 
Heraubmerged deformity, as shefioated, 
mermaid-like, upon the waves, was to 
be fo rgot ten in her material splendour. 
Enrifmed with the spoils of every 
clime, crowned with the divine jewels 
of science and art, she was, one day, to 
sing a siien song of freedom, luxury, 
and power. 

Aa with HoUand, so with Flanders, 
Brabant, and the other leading pro- 
vincea. Industiy and wealth, agricul- 
ture, commerce, and manufactures, 
were constantly augmenting. The 
natutsd sources of power were full to ■ 
overflowing, while the hand of despot- ' 
ism was dSibeiately sealing the foun- 
tain. 

- For the house of Burgundy was 
rapidly culminating and as rapidly cut^ 
tailing the pohtical privileges of the 
Hetherlands. The contest was, at first, 
favourable to the cause of orhitrary 
power; but UtUe seeds were silently 
germinating, which, in the progress of 
their development, were one day tp 
undermine the foundations of tyranny, 
and to oveishadow the world The 
early progress of the religious reforma- 
tion in ^e Netherlands ivill he out- 
lined in a separate chaptci. Another 
' gieat principle was hkewise at work at 
' this period. At the very epoch when 
, the greatness of Burgundy was most 
swiftly ripening, another weapon was 

1 ' secretly forging, more potent in the 
great struggle for freedom than any 
which the wit or hand of man baa ever 
devised or wielded. When Philip the 
Good, m the full blaze of bin power, 
and flushed with the triumphs of ter- 
Titorial aggrandisement^ v.'as inslitiit- 
I mg at Bruges the order of the Golden 
1 Fleece, “to. the glorvof God. of the 


blessed Virgin, and of the holy Andrew, 
patron ‘saint of the Buijfwdian fa- 
mily," and enrolling the names of the 
kings and princes who were to be ho- 
noured wiim its symbols, at that very 
moment, anohscore citizen of B^lem, 
one Iiorenz Coster, or jpawrence the 
Sexton, succeeded in piinti^a little 
grammar, by means of moveame types. 
The invention of printing was accom- 
plished, but it was not ushered in with 
such a blaze si glory as heralded the con- 
temporaneous erection of the Golden 
Fleece. The humble setter of typea 
did not deem emperors and prmcea 
alone worthy his companionship. His 
invention sent no tlii^ of admiration 
tliroughout Christendom; Snd yet, 
what was the good Philip cf Burgundy, 
ivith his ICnights of the Golden Fleece, 
and all their effulgent trumpeiy, in the 
eye of humanity and civilisation, com- 
i pared with the poor aexton and hu 
wooden types ? * 

Phihp died in February li67. The 
details of his hfe and career do nut 
belong to our purpose. The practical 
tendency of ias government was t« 
repress the spirit of liberty, while espe- 
cid privileges, extensive in nature, but 
limited in t^e, wei e frequently grouted 
to corporations. P hilip , m one day, 
conferred thirty charters upon as many 
different bodies of citiz^. These 
were, howevirr, grants of monopoly, 
not concessiods of rights. He also fixed 
the nqmber of aty councils or Vroed- 
Bchappen m many Netherland cities, 
giving them permission to present a 
double list of candidates for burgo- 
masters and judges, from which lie 
himself made the appointments. Ho 
was certainly neithei a good nor great 
piiuco, but he possessed much adim- 
nistrative abihty.^ His military talents 
wei e considorablc, and he was success- 
ful m Ins wais He was an adroit dis- 
sembler, a pi'actical politician. He 

* The question of the time and place to 
which the invention of pnnbing snculd bo 
icfciTod, bos boon often discuaecd It is not 
piobablo that itw-Ul over bo actlled to the 
entire eatiefoction of Holland ancH^rmony 
The Butch claim that movoabls l^-pea wore 
fiiet need at Harlem, fixing irtho timo va* 
noiisly between the joars Mi’s and 141P. 
The first and very faulty editicnSb of Lorenz 
ore iqbgiously preserved at Harlem, 



)^et xf a to comprelieud that the 
however absolute, 
ntvo^’ ad upon the prosperitj* of 
his Eauj„.,ls. He taxed severely the 
wealth, but he protected the commerce 
and tlip monuhicturea of Holland and 
Flan(l^ Hf encoumged art, science, 
and lil%ati^. The brothers John 
and Hubert Van Eyck were attracted 
by his generosity to Bi-ugos, whete 
they painted many pictures. John 
was even a member of <the duke’s 
counciL Hie art of oil-paintiiig was 
carried to great peifection by Hubert’s 
scholar, J ohn of ilruges. An inci edible 
number of painters, of greater or less 
merit, flounohed at this epoch in the 
NetheilSnds, her.ilrls of th.it gieat 
school which, at a subscixiieiit peiiod, 
was to astomsh the woikl with bnl- 
liaut colours, ])rufuinul science, stait- 
hng edects, and Mgoi oui rojn eductions 
of nature. Authors, too, hke Olivier 
de la Marche and Philippe de Comiiies, 
who, in the words of the latter, “ wrote, 
not for the amusement of brutes and 
people of low degree, but for princes 
and other persons of quality;’’ these 
and other writers, with aims as lofty, 
flourished at the couit of Burgundy, 
a^lwera rewarded by the duke with 
pilScely generosity. Philip remodelled 
and befriended the uiiiveisity of Lou- 
vain. He founded at Brussels the 
Burgundian libraiy, which hccaiiie 
celebrated throughout £uiope. He 
levied Largely, spent piofuselj, hut 
was yet so thrifty a housekeeper, as to 
leave four hundred thousand ciowns 
of gold, a vast amount ui those daye, 
besides three million marks’ woi th of 
plate and furniture, to he ivasted like 
water in the insane career of his son. 

The exploits of tlut son requiic but 
few words of iilu8ti|j.tion. Hardly a 
chaptoi of Eui opcan history or romance 
is more familiar to the world than tho 
one which records the metooiic course 
of Charles the Bold The propriety 
of his title was never _ doubtful. No 
prince was ever bolder, but it is cor- 
tam thal/no quality could bo less de- 
sirable at that particular moment in 
the history 4f his house. It was not 
tlie qnalit/ to confinn a usurping 
family in its lU-gotten posscssipna. 


others justified retaUatioh and mvited 
attack. Justice, prudence, firmness, 
wisdom of internal administratiou, 
were desirable in the son ci Phi^p 
and the rival of Louis. Th&e attri 


biites the gladiator lacked entirely. 
His caieer might have been a brilliant 
one in the old days of chivalry. His 
imago might have appeal ed as imposing 
as the romantic forma of Baldwin Braa 
de Per or Godfrey of Bouillon, haJrfia 
not been misplaced in history. Ne- 
vertheless, he imagined himself go- 
verned by a piofound policy. He bad 
one dominant idea, to make Bjog^dy 
a kmgilum. From the moment when, 
with almost the fii-st standing army 
known to liistory, and with coffers u ell 
filled by his cautious father’s economy, 
he threw himself into tho lists against 
the ciafty Louis, down to the day w hen 
he was found dead, naked, deserted, 
and with his face frozen into a pool of 
blood and water, ho faithfully pursued 
this thought. ‘His ducal cap was to 
be exchanged for a kingly crown, while 
all the provinces which lay bmeath 
the Mediterranean and the North Sea, 
and between France and Gennany, 
were to bo united under bis soeiitre. 
The NethcilanJs, with their w^th, 
had boon ahoady appropriated,»aud 
their fieedom ciushcd. Another land 
of liberty remained; physically, the 
reverse of Holland, but stamped with 
Uic same courageous nationality, the 
smie ardent love of human rights. 
Switzerland was to he conquered. 
Her etcinal battlcmonts of ice and 
granite weie to constitute tho great 
bulwiuk of his realm. The world 
knon s well the result of the struggle 
between the lord of so many duchies 
and earldoms and the Alpine moun- 
taineers. With .all Ills boldness, Ch.arles 
was but an indifferent soldier. His 
only merit was physical courage. Ho 
imagined himself a consuniniato com- 
mander, and, in conversation with his 
^cstcis W. 1 S fund of comxiaring himself 
to HannibrJ. "We are getting well 
Uaiiiiib.alised to-day, my loid,” said 
tho bittei foo^ as they rode off toge- 
tiier fiom the disastioiiSjdkfc.at of 
Oraiiaun. Well " Honmliilise d’’ b e 


Oin a tWitBpmftiC, 


was, too» at ^raxusen, at Hurteiij and 
ftb Nancy, followed in the track 
of bia prototype only to the haee of 

t h ** TwntmfMTiH- 

a conqueror, lie was eignally 
unsuccerafu! ; as a politician, ha could 
outwit none but hunself ; it was only 
as a tyrant within bis own ground 
that be could sustain tho character 
which he chose to enact. He lost the 
crown, which he might have secured, 
he thought the emperor’s 
son unworthy the heiress of Bm'guudy ; 
and yet, after hie father’s death, her 
marriage with that Teiy Maximilian 
alonj^ ,aicured the possession of her 
pate^d inheritance. Unsuccessful in 
schemes of conquest, and in political 
intrigue, as an oxipressor of the Nether- 
lands, he nearly carried out his plans. 
Those provinces he regarded merely 
as a batik to draw upon. His imme- 
diate intercourse with the country was 
confined to the extortion of vast re- 
quests. These were granted with ever- 
increasing reluctance by the estates. 
The new taxes and excises, wliich the 
sanguinary extravagance of the duke 
rendered necessary, could seldom be 
collected in the various cities without 
tumults, sedition, and bloodshed. Few 
Xirinces wero ever a greater curse to 
the {leople whom they were allowed 
to hold as property. He nearly suc- 
ceeded in eetabhdiing a centralised 
despotism upon the rums of the pro- 
vincial institutions. His sudden deatb 
,adeiM deferred the catastroxihe. His 
of the Bupreme court of Hol- 
land from the Hague to Mecddin, and 
ills maintenance of a standing army, 
were the two great measures by which 
he prostrated the Netherlands 'J'he 
tribunal bad been remodelled by bie 
father; the expanded authority which 
Philip had given to a bench of judges 
dependent upon himself, w as an infrac- 
tion of the rights of Holland. The 
court, however, still held its scssious 


in the country; andtliesacreiT]^cIrei|o 
— & non eeocmdo — the lif^t of o A 
Hdiander to be tried in bis own ianiS, 
was, at least, retained Charles threw 
ofi' the mask; he proclaimed that this 
council — comjiosed ot his cre^ures, 
holding office at his pledsure— should 
have supreme jurisdictioS? ov^' all the 
charters of the provinces; that it w.a3 
to follow his person, and derive all 
authority from his wiU. The usual 
seat of the court he transferred to 
Mechlin. Itwill be seen, iitthe sequel, 
that the attempt, under Phihp the 
Second, to enforce its suxireme autho- 
rity, was a collateral cause of the great 
revolution of the NetherLinds. 

Charles, hke his father, fidminis- 
tcicd the country by stadholdeis. 
From the condition of flourishmg self- 
ruled httle repuhhes, which they had, 
for a moment, almost attained, the 7 
became departments of an lU-assorteil, 
ill-conditioned, ill -governed realm, 
which was neither commonwealth nor 
empiio, neither kingdom nor duchy; 
and which had no homogeneousness 
of population, no affection between 
ruler and peox>le, small sympathies of 
luicage or of l.mguage. 

His triumphs ivera but few, 
ignominious. His father’s treasure wis 
squaudcied, the curse of a standing 
army lixed upon his people, the trade 
and iiMiinfacsureB of the country ]>ara- 
lyse.l by his Extortions, and he accuiii- 
plishejl nothing. He lost his life in 
the foi-ty-foniih year of his age (1177), 
leaviog all the provinces, duchies, and 
lordships, which formed the imscel- 
. kineouB realm of Burgundy, to his only 
I child, the Lady limy. Thus alieady 
^ the countries which Pli Ji]» had wi’oste J 
from the feeble hand of Jac(.]uehiie, 
bad fallen to another female. Phihii’s 
own gi’aiiddaughler, as young, fair, 
' and uniirotected as Jacquelme, was 
now solo mistress of those broad 
I domains. 


VUI. 


A cri^, both for Burgundy and tlio 
Ketlmrlonda, succeeds. IVithiu the 
provinces there is an eiastic rebound, 
I as soon hSj the pressure is removed 

I kam thnr- ViT t-v,,nTit*i, 


A sudden spasm of liberty ^ves the 
whole people gigantic strength. In an 
instant they recovei all, afiT more than 
all, ithe lights which they had lost. 
The ciiica of Holland, Flanders, and 



other pro^ces call a conTention at 
Cuenti aside their musty 

feuds, men of aU parties — Hooks and 
' KabiraljaWa, patricians -and people — 
move forwstrd in phalanx to recover 
their yiational constitutions. On the 
other hand, Itouis the Eleventh seizes 
Burguii||y, Claiming the territory for 
bis crown, the heiress lor his son. The 
jutuation is ci'itical for the Lady Maiy. 
As usual in such cases, appeals aie 
made to the faithful comrtons. Oaths 
and pledgdh are showered upon the 
people, that their loyalty may be rc- 
frei^ed and grow green. The congress 
meets at Ghent. The Lady Mary pro- 
fesses much, but she uill keep her 
vow. The deputies are c.ilkd upon to 
rally the oountiy around the duchess, 
and to resist the fiaud and force of 
Louia The congicss is wilhng to 
maintain the cause of its young mis- 
tress. The members declare, at the 
some time, very roundly, “ that the 
provinces have been much impover- 
tehed and oppressed by the enormous 
taxation imposed upon them by the 
rumoua wars waged by Duke Charles 
from the heginnmg to the end of bis 
life.” They rather require “to be 
r|j||^d than additional encumber- 
eSr’ They add that, “ for many years 
post, there has been a constant viola- 
tion of the provincial and municipal 
charters, and that th^ should be 
happy to see them resto^^.” 

The result of the deliberations is the 
formal grant by Duchess Mary of the 
“ Greet Privdegie,” or Gieat Privilege, 
the Magna Charta of HoUivnd. Al- 
though this instrument was afterwards 
violated, and indeed abolished, it be- 
came the foundation of the repubha 
It was a recapitulation and recogni- 
tion of ancient righ^, not an acquisi- 
tion of new privdeges. It was a re- 
storation, not a revolution. Its prin- 
cipal points deserve attention from 
those interested in the political pro- 
gress of mankind. 

" The duchess shall not many with- 
out consAit of the estates of her pro- 
vinces. All offices in her gift shall be 
conferred db natives only. Ho man 
shall £11 two offices. Ho office t^liall 
be fanned. The * Great Council^and 


Supreme Court of Holland’ is re-estab- 
lished. Causes shall he thought before 
it on appeal from the ordinary courts. 
It shall have no oiigin.il jurisdiction of 
matters within the cognisance of -^e 
provincial and municipal mbunalsL 
The estates and cities are guaranteed 
in their right not to be smnmoned to 
justice beyond the limits of their ter- 
ritory. The cities, in common with all 
the provinces of the Hetherlonds, mag 
hold dista aa cflen and at such plac^aa 
they choose. No new taxes shaU he im- 
posed but by consent of the provincial 
estates. Heither the duchess nor her 
descendants shall begin either of^ffenr 
dve or defeniiie war without consent of 
the estates. In case a w ar be illegally 
undertaken, the estates are not hound 
to contribute to its maintenance. Dt 
all public and legal documenta, the 
Hethci land language shall be employed. 
The commaniLi of the duchess riiaU he 
invalid, if conflioting with the privi- 
leges of a city. The seat of the Su- 
preme Council is transferred from 
Mechlin to the Hague. Ho mon^ 
sliall be coined, nor its value raised m 
lowered, but by consent of the estates. 
Cities are not to be compelled to con- 
tribute to requests which they have 
not voted. The sovereign slull come 
in person before the est-ites, to -make 
Lis request for supplies.’' 

Hero was good work. The land was 
rescued at a blow fiom the helpless 
condition to which it had been re- 
(kiced. This siimmaiy amiihilation of 
all the despotic arrangements of Charles 
was enough to raise him f mm his tomb. 
The law, the sword, the purse, were all 
taken from the hand of the sovereign 
and placed within Die control of par- 
hament. Such sweeping reforms, if 
maintained, would restore health to 
the body politic. They gave, more- 
over, an earnest of what was one day 
to arrive. Certainly, for the fifteenth 
century, the “ Great Privilege ’’ iras a 
re.osonably liberal constitution. Where 
else upon earth, at that day, was there 
half BO much liberty as was thus gua 
raiiteod ! The congress of the Hether 
lands, accordil^ to their Magm Charta, 
had power to levy all to regu- 
late commerce and mamafactutes, to 



declare war,: to coin money, to ralae 
armies and navies. The executive was 
required to aA. for money in person, 
could appoint only natives to office, 
leiWgnis^ the right of disobedience in 
Iiis subjehts if his commands should 
conflict with law, and acknowledged 
himself bound by decisions of courts 
of justice. The cities appointed their 
own magistrates, held diets at their 
own pleasure, mode their local by-laws 
anW>>eaw to tiiew execution. Original 
cognisance of legal matters belonged 
to the municipal courts, appellate juns- 
diction to the supreme tribun^, in 
whicj^iie judges were appointed by 
the sovereign The liberty of the citi- 
iien againat arbitrary imprisonment was 
amply provided for. The jia de non 
eeocandi), the habcai corpus of Holland, 
was re-established. 

Truly, here was a fundamental law 
which largely, roundly, and reasonably 
recognised me existence of a people 
with hearty heads, and hands of their 
own. It was a vast step in advance of 
natural servitude, the dogma of the 
dark ages It was a noble and tem- 
perate vindication of natural liberty, 
the doctrine of more enlightened days. 
To no people in the world more than 
to the stout burghers of Flanders .ind 
Holland belongs the honour of h.aMng 
battled audaciously and perennially in 
behalf of human lights. 

Similar privileges to the great char- 
ter of Holland are granted to many 
other provinces; especially to Flanders, 
over r^y to stsJkl forward m fierce 


Another gtep, and a wide one, into 
the great stream of European luatory. 
The Lady Ma^ ospousos the Aich- 
duke Maximilian. The Netherlands 
are about to become Habshuig pio- 
perty. The Ghenters reject the pre- 
tensions of the dauphin, and select for 
husband of their duchess the very man 
whom her father had so stupidly re- 
jected. It had been a wiser choice for 
Charles the Bold than foi the Nether- 

t landers. The marriage takes place on 
tte ISa of August rt77. Mary of 
Burgu^y passes from the guardlan- 
,dlip of Qlssnt buigheia into that of 


vindication of freedom. Bw a soc-Yn, 
all is peace and joy; bat nne duchess 
is jmung, weak, and a woman. There 
is no lack of hitrigoing politicians, re- 
nctionaiy counciflors. There is a cun- 
ning old king in the distance, lytng in 
wait, seeking what he cdt daymr, A 
mission goes from the estate twwkanoe. 
The well-known tragedy of Imhre- 
court and Hugonet occurs. Envoy's 
from the states, they dare to accept 
secret instructions &om tjie duchess 
to enter into private negotiations with 
the French monarch, against their col- 
leagues — against the great charter — 
against their country. Louis bctiuye 
them, thinking that policy the more 
expedient. They are seized m Ghent, 
rapidly tiied, and as rapidly beheaded 
by the enraged burghers. All the en- 
treaties of the Lady Mary, who, dressed 
in mourning garments, with dishe- 
velled hair, unloosed girdle, and 
streaming eyes, appears at the toivn- 
house and afteiwaids in the market 
place, humbly to intei-ccde for her ser- 
vants, are fmitloss. There is no help 
for the juggling diplomatists Thi 
punishment was sharp. IVas it more 
seveie and sudden than that which 
betrayed monaichs usually 
Would the Flemings, at that critical 
moment, have deaen’ed their freedom 
had they not token swift and signal 
venge.ance fot this first infi'oction of 
their newly-recognised rights f Had it 
not boon weakness to spare the traitors 
who bad thus stained the childhood of 
the national joy at liberty regained t 


the emperor’s son The crafty huS" 
blind alhus himself witb the city paity, 
fevhng where the strength lies. He 
kiiuu B that the xpracioiis Kabbeljawa 
have at last swallowed the Hooks, and 
run away with them. Promising him* 
self future lights of retonsidoration, 
he is liberal m promises to the muni- 
cipal party In the meantime he is 
governor and guardian of his wife and 
her provinces His childien^ire to in- 
herit the Netlieilands and all that 
therein is. "What can more oon- 
sisteht than laws of descent^ regulated 
by tight divine 1 At the beginning of 



Uia eeniui^ good Philip dispoaseesea 
JaSguelinejlbecavise iem^es cannot ux- 
herit. At its dose, his gnmddaugbter 
succeeds to the property , -and tiunsmits 
it to her children. I’ope and emperor 
maint^ both positions xvith equal 
logic. The ^hey and piomptncss of 
Maximfj^ e ns effectix o as the force 
uid fraiid of Philip. 

The Lady llaiy falls from her horse 
jod dies. Her sun, Philip, four ycais 
if age, is recognised a% succcssni. 
riius the house of Burgundy is fol- 
lowed by that of Austria, the htth and 
last family which governed Holland, 
previously to the erection of the re- 
public. hlazimilian is recognised by 
provinc<^ as governor and guaidian, 
during the minority of his children. 
Flanders alone refuses. The biirghcis, 
ever prompt in action, tike pcisonal 
possession of the cluid Philip, and 
caaiy on the government in hia name. 
A commission of citiseiis and nobles 
thus maintain their authority against 
Moxinuhan for several years. In 1488, 
the archduke, now king of the Bomans, 
with a small foice of cavalry, attempts 
to hake the city of Bruges, but the 
result is a mortifying one to the Ho- 
man king. The citizens of Bruges 
take him. Maximilian, with several 
councillors, is kept a prisoner in a 
house on the maiket-place. The ma- 
gistrates oie all changed, die aSaiis of 
government conducted iif the name of 
the young Philip alone. Meantime, 
the estates of the other Hcthoilnnds 
assemble at Ghent; anxious, unfor- 
tunately, not for the national libeity. 
but for that of the Homan kuig. Al- 
ready Holland, tom again by civil 
feuds, and blinded by the artifices of 
Maximilian, has dcscihcd, for a se.teon, 
the great caiibc to w^ich ITandere has 
remained so true. At last, a treaty is 
made between the archduke and the 
Flemings. Slaximihan is to bo regent 
of the other provinces ; Philip, under 
guardianship of a council, is to govern 
Slanders. Moreover, a congress of all 
the provificus is to be summoned an- 
nually, to piovide for the general wel- 
fare. Moxi/tiilian signs and swears to 
treaty Jn the 16th May 1488. ■ He 
Rwears, also, to dismiss ill foreign 


troops within four days. Giving host* 
ages for his fidelity, he is /et at hberty. 
IVhat are oaths and hostages when 
prerogative and the pooiile are con- 
tending! Emperor S’redeiic sends Jio 
his son an amiy under the Tluke of 
Saxony. The oaths are broken, the 
hostages left to their Lite. The stniggle 
lasts a year, but, at the oud of it, the 
Flemings are subdued. IVliat could a 
single pi ovince oifect, when its nster 
states, even libci'ty-loving Holland, jAd 
basely abandoned the common cause ( 
A new ticaty is made (Oct. 1489), 
Maxiiiiiliau obtains uncontrolled guar- 
dianship of bis sun. absolute dvagpninn 
over Flanders and the other pronneess 
The insolent burghers are severely 
punished for remembering that they 
had been freemen. The magistrates 
of Ghent, Bmges, and Ypics, in black 
gaiments, uiigirdlcd, bare-headed, and 
kneeling, .are compelled to imploio the 
dcsjiot's fuigivcnoss, and to pay three 
himdred thousand crowns of gold as 
its'^pnee. After this, for a bnef sea- 
son, order reigns in hTanders. 

The course of Maximilian bad been 
stealthy, but decided. Allying him- 
self with the city poi-ty, he had crushed 
the nobles. The power thus obtained 
he then turned against the burghers. 
Step by step be had trampled oiA the 
libcitaes which his wife and himself 
had sworn to protect. He had spumed 
the authority of the “ Great PrMege,” 
and all other charters. Burgomastere 
a>d other citizens had been beheaded 
in great numbers for appealmg to their 
statutes agaiUbt the edicts of the regent, 
for votmg in favour of a general con- 
gross according to the onquestionable 
jaw. He had prodaimea that all 
landed estates diould, in lack of heuw 
male, escheat to his own exchequer. 
He hod debased the coin of the coun- 
try, and thereby authorised unlimited 
swindling on the part of all bis agents, 
from stadholders down to the meanest 
ofBciaL If such oppicssion and knav- 
ery did not justify the resistance of 
the hTemiugs to tlie guardianship of 
Maximilian, it would be difficult to 
find any reasonable counse in political 
afiairs, save abject submission to aiv 
tbority. 



iiMif wi« JJiKC/h liepiMw. 


In 14*J3, V-iTimiliii Ti succeeds to the 
imperial ahJonej at the death of his 
father. the following year Ms son, 
Philip the Fair, now seventeen yeais 
n5 age, jeoeives the homage of the dif- 
ferent ^tes of the Netherlands. He 
swears to maintain only the privileges 
granted by Philip and Charles of Bur- 
gundy, or til ‘ir ancestora, proclaiming 
null and void all those wMch might 
have been acquired since the death of 
cLikrles. Holland, Zeland, and the 
other provinces accept Mm upon these 
conditions, thus iguominioiialy, and 
without a sti-uggle, rehnquishmg the 
GrojbiPrivilege, and all similar char- 
ters. 

Friesland is, for a brief season, jioli- 
ticaUy separaW from the rest of the 
countiy. Harassed and exhausted by 
centuries of warf.are, foreign .and do- 
mestic, the free Frisians, at the sug- 
gestion or command of Emperor Maxi- 
niilian, elect the Duke of Saxony as 
their Fodeath. The sovereign prince, 
naturally proving a chief magistrate 
far from democratic, gets Minsell ac- 
knowledged, or submitted to, soon 
afterwards, as legitimate sovereign of 
Fripslaad. Seventeen years afterward, 
Saxony sells the sovereignty to the 
Austnau house for 850,000 crowns, 
Thiv little country, whose statutes 
proclaimed her to be “ free as the wind 


as long os it blew," whosstfnsiatntliiiis 
Charlemagne had honouiM and left 
nrtmolested, who had freed herself with > 
ready ponimd from Norman tyranny, 
who never bowed her neck to feudal 
cMeftain, nor to the papal yohte, now 
driven to madness and luiciiM by the 
dissensions of her wild '^Mlfiren, fui- 
feits at last her independent existence. 
AU the provinces are thus united in a 
common servitude, and regret, too late, 
their Bupineness at a mqment wiitn 
their liberties might yet have lii'i'ii 
vindicated. Their ancient and clv’- 
rished charters are at the mercy of ,in 
autocrat, and liable to bo superseded 
by his edicts. ^ 

In 1496, the momentous marriage of 
Philip the Fair with Joanna, d.aiigliler 
of Ferdinand and Isabella of Castile 
and Aragon, is solemnised. Of this 
muon, in the first year of the centui y, 
is bom the second Charlemagne, who 
is to unite Spain and the Netherlanil^ 
together with so many vast and distant 
realms, under a single sceptre. Bis 
yc.irs afterwards (September 2.5, 1506 >, 
Philip dies at Burgos. A handsome 
profligate, devoted to his pleasures, and 
leaving the cares of state to his mini.v 
ters, Philip, "oroit-oonseil," is the 
bridge over which the house of llabi- 
burg passes to almost universal mo- 
narchy, bnt,^in himself, is nothing. 


Two prudent marriages, made by 
Austrian archdukes within twenty 
years, have altered the face of the 
earth. The stream, which we hiive 
^en tracing from its source, empties 
itself at lost into the ocean of a world- 
empire. Count Dirk the Fust, lord of 
a iudf-submerged comer of Europe, is 
succeeded by Count Charles the Second 
of Holland, better known as Charles 
the Fifth, King of Spain, Sicily, and 
Jemsalem, Duke of Milan, Emperor 
of Germany, Dominator in Asia and 
Africa, autocrat of half the worli 
The leading events of Ms brilli.int 
wign are familiar to every child. The 
Netherlands now share^ the fate of so 
large^a groiap of nations, a fate, to these 
Bgovinces, smost miserable. The wed- 


dings of Austria Felix* were not so 
prolific of happiness to her subjects as 
to herself. It can never seem just or 
reasonable that the destiny of many 
millions of human beings should d''- 
pend upon the marriage settlements of 
one man with one woman, and a pei- 
manent prosperftis empire can never 
be reared upon so frail a foundation. 
The leading thoughtof the first Charle- 
magne was a noble and a useful ono, 
nor did his imperial scheme seem 
chimerical, even although time, wiser 
than monarchs or law^vers, was to 
prove it impracticable. To’weld into 
one great whole the varans tribes of 
Franks, Frisians, Saxons.^ Lombard^ 

• /'Bella goiaot aUl, tu S.iistri> 
miM,” etc. ate. ,v 



B^andiiW, and others, still in their 
turbulent youth, and still composing 
one great Teutonic family ; to enfcA-ce 
the mutual adhesion of naturally co- 
herent masses, aU of one lineage, one 
language, one history, and which were 
only beginnii^ to ei^bit their tenden- 
cies to'iinscilation, to acquiesce in a 
variety of local laws and customs, 
while an iron will was to conoentrato a 
vast but homogeneous people into a 
single nation; to raise up fiom the 
grave of eoirupt and buried Rome a 
fresh, vigoiouB, Geiman, Chiistian 
empire; this was a reasonablo and 
manly thought. Far difl'eiont the con- 
ception of the second Cluilcm.ippie. 
To foich into discordant union tribes 
uliioli, for seven centuiios, had deve- 
loped themselves into hostile n.alions, 
separated by geography and histoiy, 
customs and bra’s, to combine m,my 
millions under one sceptre, not because 
of natural identity, but for the sake of 
composing one splendid family pro- 
perty, to establish unity by annihilat- 
ing local institutions, to supersede po- 
pular .’vud hberal charters by die edicts 
of a central despotism, to do battle 
with the whole spirit of an ago, to 
regard the souls as well as the liodics 
of vast multitudes as the personal pro- 
j/erty of one individual, to stiivo for 
the perpetuation in a single house of 
many crowns, which Jccidont h.-id 
blended, and to imagine the consecra- 
tion of the whole system by pl.acing 
the pope's triple diadem for ever upon 
theiinperul head of the Habnburg,, — 
all tills was not the effort of a great, 
constructive genius, but the selfish 
scheme of an autocrat. 

The union of no two countries could 
be less likely to prove adv.anlageons or 
agreeable than that ci the NetherUiids 
and Spain. They were widely sep,-v- 
rated geogr.aphically, while in histon', 
manners, and politics, they were utterly 
opposed to each other. Spain, which 
had but just assumed the form of a 
single state by the combination of all 
its kingiffims, with its liaughty nobles 
descended from petty kings, and arro- 
gating almdlt soverei^ power within 
their donnnns, with its fierce enthu- 
riasig, for the Catholic religion, wliiob 


in the ooiirso of long warfare with tli< 
Saracens, bod bcuoino uie absorbing 
characteristic of a arhole nation, with 
its sparse population scattered over a 
wide and stem conntiy, with a mili 
tary spirit which led nearly ml olassea 
to prefer poverty to the wealth atten- 
dant upon degrading pursuits of trade 
— Spain, with her gloomy, martial, and 
exaggerated character, ivas the abso- 
lute contrast of the Netherlands. 

These provinces had been rarely jiAn- 
hined into a whole, but there was n.itu- 
ral affinity in their character, histoiy, 
and position. There was life, move- 
ment, bublling activity eveiywl^ro. An 
enei gotic population swarmed iiiml the 
flourishing cities which dotted the sur- 
face of a conti’aoted and highly culti- 
vated countiy. Their ships were the 
cairiors for the world ; their merchants, 
if imaded in their rights, engaged in 
ligoioiiB warfare with their own funds 
and their own frigates ; their fabrics 
were prized over the whole earth; 
their burghers possessed the wealth of 
princes, lived with royal luxury, and 
exercised vast political infiuenoej theit 
love of liberty was their predominant 
p.assion. Their religious ardour had 
not been fully awakened; but the 
events of the next gcueiatiou were to 
prove, that in no respect more then in 
the religions sentiment were the two 
races opposed to each other. It was 
as ceitain that the Netherkinders 
would be fierce lefoimers, as that the 
Eflianiards would be uncompromisiiig 
persecutors. Unhallowed was the 
onion between nations thus utterly 
coiitristed. 

Philip the Fair and Ferdinand hod 
detested and quarrelled with euli 
other from tlie beginning. The Spa- 
niards and Flcmuigs participated in 
the mutual antipathy, and hated each 
other cordially at fiist sight. Thu un- 
scrupulous avarice of the STetlierland 
nobles in Spam, their giaqiing and 
venal ambition, enraged and disgusted 
the iJaughty Spaniirda This inter- 
national malignity furnishes one of the 
keys to a proper understanding of the 
great revolt in the next reigi^ 

The provinces, now aU united again 
under an emperor, were teeated, opu 



lent iuid powerful ee they were^ ee oh- 
Bcuie dep^dencies. The regency 
over tiiem was entrusted by Charles to 
his near relatives, who governed in the 
mterest of hishouse, not of the country. 
3 b co(Bhe toward them upon the re- 
ligious question will he hereafter indi- 
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Gated. The political character ofJuB 
admmistration was typifi^, and, as it 
ware, dramatised, on the occasion of the 
memorable insurrection at Ghent. For 
this reason, a few interior details con- 
cerning that remarkable evenji, seem 
requisite. 1 , , 

' i 


Ghent was, in all respects, one of the 
most important cities in Europe. 
E^g^us, who, os a IloUander and a 
courtier, was not likely to be partial to 
the turbulent Flemings, asserted that 
there was no town in all Christendom 
to bemmpared to it for size, power, 
polidSal constitution, or the culture of 
its inhabitants. It was, said one of its 
inhabitants at the epoch of the insur- 
rection, rather a commonwealth than a 
city. The activity and wealth of its 
burghers were proverbiaL The bells 
were rung daily, and the drawbridges 
over the many arms of the river inter- 
secting the streets were raised, in order 
that all busmess might be suspended, 
while the armies of workmen were 
Ming to or returning from their la- 
bours. As early as the fourteenth 
century, the age of the Aiteveldes, 
Froissart estimated the number of 
fighting men whom Ghent could bring 
intcjhe field at eighty thousand. The 
city, by its jurisdiction over many 
large but subordinate towns, disposed 
of more than its own immediate popu- 
lation, which has been reckoned as high 
as two hundred thousand. 

Placed in the midst of well-culti- 
vated plains, Ghent was surrounded by 
strong walls, the external circuit of 
which measured nine miles. Its streets 
and squares were spacious and elegant, 
its churches and other public buildings 
numerous and splendid. The sumptu- 
ous church of Saint John or Samt 
Bavon, where Charles the Fifth had 
been baptized, the ancient castle whi- 
ther Baldwin Bras de Fcr hod brought 
daughter of Charles the Bold, the 
mty haU with its graceful Mgoriah 
fnmt, the well-known belfry, where for 
1 three centuries had perched the dragon 
sent by the Emperor Baldwin of Flan- 
ders from Eonstantinople, and where 
wrung the jamouB Boland, whose iron 


tongue had called the citizens, genera- 
tion after generation, to arms, whether 
to win battles ovei foreign kmgs at the 
head of their chivahy, <fr to plunge 
their swoids in each others breasts, 
were all conspicuous in the city, and 
celebrated in the land. Especially the 
great bell was the object of the bur- 
ghcis’ affection, and, generally, of the 
sovereign’s hatred; -while to all it 
seemed, as it w ere, a living historical 
personage, endowed with the human 
powers and passions which it had so 
long directed and mflamed. 

The constitution of the city w.as 
very free. It was a little republic in 
all but name. Its population w.ia 
divided into fifty-two guilds of manii 
facturors and mto thirty-two tiibes oi 
wcaveia ; each fraternity electing an- 
nually or biennially its own deans and 
subordinate officers. The senate, 
which exercised functions legisLativc, 
judicial, and administrative, subject, of 
course, to the grand council of klechlin 
and to the sovereign authority, con- 
sisted of tweuty-six members. These 
were ,appomted partly from the upper 
class, or the men who lived upon their 
means, partly from the manufacturei'S 
in general, and partly from the weavers. 
They weie chosen by a college of eight 
electoiB, who were appointed by tlie 
sovereign on nomination by the citi- 
zens. The whole city, m its collective 
capacity, constituted one of the four 
estates (Membrs^ of tlie province of 
Flaiidors. It is obvious that so much 
liberty of form and of fact, added to 
the stormy character by which its citi- 
zens were distmguished, would be most 
offensive in the eyes of Charles, and that 
the delinquencies of the little common- 
wealth would beiepresentcdinthe most 
glaring colours by all thoi'i quiet souls 
whopieferredthetrauqiulli.-y of despot 
ism tothe turb'ilence of fieedom. The 
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eit]l claim^, nioreorer, the general 
proTisions of the “Great Privilege” of 
the Lady Haiy, the liflagna Chaita, 
which, accord]^ to the monarchical 
party, had been legally abrogated by 
Maximilian, ^he hbeities of the town 
had alao been nominally curtailed by 
the “ciof ekm” (Kalf Vel). By this 
celebrated document, Charles the 
Fifth, then fifteen years of age, had 
been mode to threaten wjjth condign 
punishmenh all persons who should 
maintain that he had sworn at his in- 
auguration to observe any privileges 
or charters claimed by the Ghenters 
before the peace of Cadsand. 

The immediate cause of the discon- 
tent, the attempt to force fiom Inlan- 
ders a subsidy of four hundi ed thousand 
c.aroli, as the thud part of the twelve 
hundi^ thousand gi anted by the states 
of the Netherlands, and the resistance 
of Ghent in opposition to the other 
three members of the provmce, will, 
of comae, be judged mfierently, ac- 
cording as the sympathies are stronger 
with popular rights or with preroga- 
tive. The citizens claimed lhat the 
subsidy ceuld only be granted by the 
unanimous consent of &e four estates 
of the province. Among other proofs 
of this their unquestionable right, they 
appealed to a muniment, which had 
never existed, save in the imagination 
of the credulous populaooi At a cer- 
tain remote epoch, one of the Counts 
of Flanders, it was contended, had 
gambled away his countsbip to the 
Earl of Holl<aud, but had been cxtii- 
cated from his dilemma by the geiie- 
losity of Ghent. The burghers of the 
town had paid the debts and redeemed 
the sovereignty of their lord, and bad 
thereby gained, in return, a cbaitcr, 
called the Bargain of Flanders (Koop 
von Flandem). Among the privileges 
granted by tbs document was an ex- 
press stipulation that no subsidy should 
ever be granted by the province with- 
out the cansent of Ghent This charter 
would hav^een conclusive in the pre- 
sent emer^ncy, had it not laboured 
under the disadp'antage of never having 
existed. It was supposed by many 
that the magistrates, some of wboin 
were ^vomrable to govemmyit, luA 
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hidden the document Lfeven Pyl, an 
ex-senator, was supposed to bo privy to * 
its concealment He was also, with 
more justice, charged with Bjj. act^f 
gieat baseness and efironteiy. deputed 
by the citizens to carry to the Queen 
Eegeut their positive refusal to grant . 
the subsidy, he had, on the central y, 
given an answer, in their name, m the 
affirmative. For these delinquencies, 
the imaginary and the real, he wasA- 
humanly tortured and afterwards be- ' 
headed “ I know, my children,” said 
ho, upon the scaffold, “that you wdl 
be grieved when you have se*^ my 
blood flow, and that you will regret_ 
me w hen it is too late." It does not 
appear, however, that there was any 
especial reason to regret him, however 
sanguinaiy the pumshment which hod 
requited his broken faith. 

The mischief being thus afoot, the 
tongue of Eoland, imd the oasily-excitei] 
spirits of the citizens, soon did the rest 
Ghent broke forth mto open insun-eoi 
iflon. They had been wiBing to enlist 
and pay troops under their own ban-, 
nera, but they had felt outraged at the 
enormous contribution demanded of 
them for a foreign war, undertiiken in 
the family interests of their distant 
master. They could not find Ae 
“ Bargain of Flanders,” but they got 
possession of the odious “calf skm," 
which was solemnly cut in two by the 
dean of tbe weavers. It was then tom 
in ^leds by the augiy citizens, many 
of whom paraded the streets witih - 
pieces of the hated document stuck in 
their caps, like plumes. From these 
demonstrations tiiey proceeded to in- 
trigues with Francis the First, He 
rejected them, and gave notice of thmr 
overtures to Cfiiarles, who now resolved 
to quell the insurrection at once. 
F^-aucis wrote, beggmg that the Em- 
peror would honour him by coming 
through France; “wishing to assure 
you,” said he, “ my lord and good bro- 
ther, b^tiiis letter, wiitteu tigned 
by my nand, upon my honour, and on 
the foath of a pnnee, and of the best 
brother you hate, that in passing 
through my kingdom every ^sslUe 
honour and hospitality will Ijt offered 
you, even as they could be to myself.” 
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Ceriamly tbe French king, after such 
prsfuse and voluntary pledgee, to con- 
Bim which he, moreover, offered hia 
hcD sona and other great IndividuaLa 
aa hxiBtagea, could not, without utterly 
disgracing himself, hare taken any un- 
handsome advantage of the Emperor's 
presence in his donunions. The re- 
flections often made concerning the 
high-minded chivalry of Francis, and 
tho-Bubtle knowledge of human nature 
displayed by Charles upon the occasion, 
seem, therefore, entirely superfluous. 
The Emperor came to Paria “ Here,” 
says^xiiiizen of Ghent at the time, 
who has left a minute account of the 
transaction upon rccoi-d, but whose 
sympathies were ludicrously with the 
despot and against hia own towns- 
people, "here the Emperor was re- 
ceived as if the God of Paradise had 
descended." On the 9th of February 
1640, he loft Brussels; on the 14th he 
came to Ghent. Hia entrance into the 
city lasted more than six hours. Four 
thousand lancers, one thousand archers, 
five thousand halberdracn and mus- j 
queteers composed his body-guard, all 
armed to the teeth and ready for com- 
bat. The Emperor rode in their midst, 
surrounded by " cardinals, archbishops, 
bisnops, and other great ecclesiastical 
lords,” so that the terrors of the Church 
were combmed with the panoply of 
war to affright the souls of the turbu- 
lent burghers. A brilliant train of 
"dukes, princes, earls, barons, grjnd 
masters, and seignois, together with 
most of the Enights of &e Fleece," 
were, according to the testimony of 
the same eye-witness, in attendance 
upon his Majesty. This unworthy son 
of Ghent was in ecstasies with the 
magnificence displayed upon the occa- 
sion There was such a number of 
“grand lords, members of sovereign 
houses, bishops, and other ecclesiastic 
diguib-uies, going about the streets, 
that,” as the poor soul protested with 
delight, “ there was nobody else to be 
met with.” Especially the fine clothes 
of these distinguished guests excited 
his wa^est admiratlbn. It was won- 
derful to behold, he said, “ the nobi- 
richness of the princes 
aragnors, displayed as well in their 


beautiful furs, martins aij sablei, aa 
in the great chains of fine gold which 
they wore twisted round their necks, 
and the pearls and precious stones m 
their bonnets and otherwise, which 
they displayed in great abundant. It 
was a very triumphant thtjg to ne them 
thus richly dressed and accoutoecL” 

An idea may he formed of the eize 
and wealth of the city at this period, 
from the fi^t that it received and ac- 
commodated sixty thouBaBd strangers, 
with their fifteen thousand horso-s, 
upon the occasion of the Emperor’s 
visit. Charles allowed a month of 
awful Buspeiwe to intervene between 
Uis arrival and his vengeance Despair 
f and hope alternated during the inter- 
val. On the 17th of March, the spell 
was broken by the execution of nine- 
teen persons, who were beheaded as 
ringleaders. On the 29th of April, he 
pronounced sentence upon the city. 
The hall where it was rendered was 
open to all co-ners, and graced by the 
presence of the Emperor, the Queen 
llegeut, and the great functionaries oi 
Court, Church, and State. The de- 
cree, now matured, was read at length. 
It annulled all the charters, privileges, 
and laws of Ghent. It con&cated all 
its public property, rents, revenues, 
houses, artiileiy, munitions of w.ir, 
and, in general, everything which the 
corporation, or the traders, each and 
all, soBsees^ in common. In particu- 
lar, the great bell Boland was con- 
demned and sentenced to immediate 
removoL It was decreed that the 
four hundred thousand florins, whii’h 
had caused the revolt, should forth 
with be paid, together with an ailili- 
tional fine by Ghent of one hundred 
and fifty thouj^nd, besides six thou- 
sand a-year for ever after. In place 
of their ancient and beloved constitu- 
tion, thus annihilated at a blow, was 
promulgated a new form of municipal 
government of the simplest kind : ao- 
cording to which, all officers were in 
future to be appointed by h^nself; and 
the guilds to be reduced to half their 
number, shorn of all pilitieal iiower, 
and deprived entirely self-govern- 
ment. It was, moreover, decreed that 
the scnitiiOts, thrir peusinnaricF, cloriss 



«iidtoecr8t<^«a, thirty notahls burghers, 
to be named by the Emperor, i^ith 
the great dean and second dean of the 
weareis, all dressed in bUck robes, 
without their chains, and bare-headed, 
shoult appesff upon an appointed day, 
in company ^th fifty persona from 
the guilda, a^ fifty o^ers, to be arbi- 
trarily named, in their ihirle, with 
haUen upon their necha. This large 
number of deputies, as rep|esentatires 
of the cityt were then to fall upon 
their knees before the Emperor, say 
in a loud and intelligible voice, by the 
mouth of one of their clerks, that they 
were extremely sorry for the disloyalty, 
disobedience, infraction of laws, com- 
motions, rebellion, and high treason, 
of which they had been guilty, pro- 
mise that they would never do the 
hke again, and humbly implore him, 
for the sake of the Passion of Jesus 
Christ, to grant them mercy and for- 
giveness. 

The third day of May was appointed 
for the execuUon of the sentence. 
Charles, who was fond of imposing 
ezhibitiona, and prided himself upon 
arranging them with skill, was deter- 
tniaeti (ifinr uvcasniir sfiinulf ba 
long remembered by all burghers 
throughout his dominions who might 
be disposed to insist strongly upon 
their municipal rights, ^he streets 
were alive with troops ; 'cavalry and 
infantry in great numbers keeping 
strict guard at every point tbrou^oiit 
the whole extent of the city; for it 
was known that the h.itied produced 
by the eentence was most deadly, and 
that nothmg but an array of invincible 
force could keep those hostile senti- 
ments in check. The senators in their 
black mourning robes, the other depu- 
ties in linen sheets, bitre-headed, with 
baiters on their necks, proceeded, at 
the appointed hour, from the senate- 
house to the imperial residence. High 
on his throne, with the Queen Begent 
at his side, surrounded by princes, 
prelates, ^d nobles, guarded by his 
arcbers and halberdiers, his crown on 
bis head and iiis sceptre in his hand, 
the Emperoif exalted, sat. The sena- 
tors and buighers, in their robes of 
humilvafion, knelt in the dt*t at dis 


feet. The prescribed widds of contri- 
tion and of supplication fo^ mercy * 
were then read by the pensionary, all 
the deputies remainmg up^ tjmir 
knees, and many of therff ciying. 
bitterly with rage and shame. « ^Vhat 
principally distressed them," said the- 
honest citizen, whose admiration for 
the brilliant accoutrement of the 
princes and prelates has been rooorded, 
"was to have the halter On t!4ir 
necks, which they found hard to hear, 
and, if they had not been co^npelledy 
they would rather have diod than 
submit to it” ^ 

As soon as the words had all 
spoken by the pensionary, the Empe- 
ror, whose cue was now to appear 
struggling with mingled emotiona of 
re.asonable wrath and of nabmal be- 
nignity, performed his part with much 
dranratio effect “He held bimself 
coyly for a little time," says the eye- 
witness, “without saying a wijiJ- de- 
porting himself ss &ough lie were 
considering whether or not he would 
grant the pardon for which the cul« 
prits had prayed." Then the Queen 
Begent enacted her shore in t^g show* 
iThrarag-iiiriliirJfopssify; “wriikaffreve- 
rence, honour, and humility, she begged 
that he would concede forgivenesif in 
honour of his nativity, which had oo- 
ourred in that city." 

Upon this the Emperor "maclo a 
fine show of benigmty," and replied 
“Tery sweetly," tiiat in consequence 
of his “ fraternal love for her, by rea- 
son of his being a gentle and yirtuous 
prince, who preferred mercy to the 
rigour of juetico, and in view ijf their 
repentance, he would accord lug paii. 
don to the citizens.’’ 

The Netherlands, after this iasue to 
the struggle of Ghent, were reduced, 
practically, to a very degrade^ condi- 
tion. The form of local self-govem- 
ment remained, but its spiiit, when 
invoked, only arose to be derided. Tbs 
Buprenys court of Mechlin, as jn the 
days of Charles the Bol^ wsg again 
placed in despotic authority above tho 
ancient charters.* Wasitprobablothat 
the lethargy of provinces, whfeh h.id 
reached so high a point oij free^M 
only to be deprived of it at 
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endure for ever t Was it to bo hoped 
* that the stern spirit of religious enthu- 
siasnij allying itself with tlio keen in- 


It is impassible to comprehend the 
dharacter of the great Ketherland re- 
volt in the sixteenth century without 
taUng a rapid retraspectiva survey of ' 
the religious phenomena exhibited in 
thb-i provinces. The introduction of 
Christianity has been already indicated. 
From the earliest times, neither prince, 
people, nor even prelates were very 
duti^j;i,>to the pope. As the papal 
authority made progress, strong resis- 
tance was often m^e to its decrees. 
The bishops of Utrecht were depen- 
dent for their wealth and territoiy 
upon the good will of the Emperor. 
They were the determined opponents 
- of Hildebrand, warm adherents of the 
Hohenstaufere — Ohibelline rather than 
Qnelph. Heresy wss a plant of early 
gTowth in the Hetheiiands. As early 
u file beginning of the twelfth cen- 
tury, the notorious Tanehclyn preached 
at Antwerp, attacking the authority of 
the pope and of all other ecelcsiastics ; 
scoffing at the ceremonies and sacra- 
ments of the Church. Unless hie cha- 
racter and career have been grossly 
misrepresented, he was the most infa- 
mous of the many impostors who have 
so often disgraced the oause of reli- 
gious reformation. By more than four 
centuries, he anticipated the licentiq^- 
ness and greediness manifested by a 
series of false prophets, and was the 
first to turn both the stupidity of a 
populace and the viciousness of a 
priesthood to his own advancement — 
an ambition which afterwards reached 
its most signal expression in the cele- 
brated John of Leyden. 

The impudence of Tanchelyn and 
the superstition of his followers seem 
■like mcredible. All Antwerp wss his 
harem. He levied, likewise, vast sums 
upon his converts, and whenever he 
appeared in public, his apparel and 
p^p were befitting an emperor. Three 
T ^n sa nd armed sate^tes escorted his 
steps end put to death all who resisted 
ms comnesnds. So grovelling became 
the superstition of his followers that 


stinct of civil liberty, woulr^cnduejtho 
proyinoes with strength to throw off 
the Spanish yoke I 
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they drank of the water Jn whii^ he 
had washed, and treasuredit as a divine 
elixir. Advancing still furthdr in his 
experiments upon human eredulity, he 
announced his approaohing marriage 
with the Vi)|gin ^ry, bade aU his dis- 
ciples to tbs wedding, and exhibited 
himself before an immense crowd m 
oompany with an image of his holy 
bride. He then ordor^ the people to 
provide for the expenses of the nup- 
tials and the dowry of his wifp, placing 
a coffer upon each side of the image, 
to receive the contributionB of cither 
sex. Which is the most wonderful 
manifestation in the history of this 
personage — ^the audacity of the im- 
postor, or tile bestiality of bis victims 1 
HU career was so fbuccassful in the 
Netherlands that he had the effirontery 
to proceed to Home, promulgating what 
be called his doctnnea as he went He 
seems to have been assassinated by a 
priest in an obscure brawl, about the 
year 1115. 

By the middle of the twelfth cen- 
tiuy, other and purer heresiarchs had 
arisen. Many Netherlanders became 
converts to i^he doctrines of Waldo, 
from that ^^eriod until the appear- 
p£ Luther, a succession of sects 
— Waldenses, Albigenses, Perfoctiste, 
Lollards, Poplicans, Amaldiets, Bohe- 
mian Brothers — waged perpetual but 
imequal warfare with the power and 
^pravity of the C3iurch, fertilising 
witli theu* blood the future field of the 
Beformation. Nowhere was the per^ 
seoution of heretics more relentless 
than in the N^herlonds. Suspected 
persons were subjected to various tor- 
turiDg but ridloiilous ordeals. After 
such trial, death by fire was the usual, 
but, perhaps, not the most severe form 
of exertion. In Flanders, monastic 
ingenuity had invented aunther most 
I^nf ul punishment for Wafflenses and 
similar molefimtois. A criminal whose 
^ilt had been establish^! by the hoi 
iron, hot ploughshare, boUing ketHe, 
op other, higical proof, was stripped 



Ecclesiastical Oppression. 37 


tsaSi bouudfto ilie stake : he was then 
flayed, froro the neck to the novel, 
while Bwanus of bees weie let loose to 
fasten upon his bleeding flesh and 
tortu^ him to a death of exquisite 
agony. • 

Nevifihelsss heresy increased in the 
face of oppression. The Seriplurcs, 
trondated by Waldo into French, were 
rendered into Kotheiland rhyme, and 
the converts to the Taulpia doctrine 
increased hi numbers and boldncas. 
At the some time the power and luxuiy 
of the clergy was waxing daily. The 
bishops of Utrecht, no longer the de- 
fenders of the people against aibitrary 
power, conducted themselves lilte little 
popes. Yielding in dignity neither to 
king nor kaiser, they ex.icted homage 
from the most powei ful princes of the 
ffetherUnds The clerie.al order became 
the most privileged of all. The accused 
priest refused to acknowledge the tem- 
poral tribunals. The protection of eccle- 
siastical edifices was extended over all 
etiminals and fugitives from justice — 
a beneficent result in^thosesangninai-y 
iges, even if its roots were sacerdotal 
pride. To establish an accusation 
against a bishop, sevcnty-tivo witnesses 
were necessary ; against a deacon, 
twenty-seven ; against an inferior dig- 
nitary, seven; while two were suili- 
cient to convict a haj-man.* The poiicr 
to road and write helped the cleigy to 
much wealth. Piivilegcs and clijrtera 
from potty princes, gifts and devises 
from private pel sons, wcie documents 
which few, save ecclesiastics, could 
draw Or dispute. Not content, more- 
over, with their territories and their 
tith^gs, the churchmen perpetu.'illy 
devised new burthens upon the pea- 
santry. Ploughs, siekjps, horses, oxen, 
ail implements of liusbandry, were 
to-xed for the benefit of those who 
toiled not, but who gathered into bams. 
In the course of the twelfth century, 
many religious houses, richly endow^ 
with lands and other property, were 
foimded jp the Netherlands. Was 
hand or voice raised against clerical 
encroachmenjj— the priests held ever 
in readiness la deadly weapon of de- 
fence ; a blasting anathema was thun- 
dei'ed r against tiieir antagenist, lAd 


smote him into submission. The djs-. 
ciples of Him who ordered His followers 
to bless their persecutors, and to lovo 
their enemies invented such ^hristkui 
formulas as those: — “In the name of 
the Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost, 
the blessed Viigm Mary, John the 
Haptist, Peter and Paul, and all other 
Saints in Heaven, do we curse and cut 
off ftom our Communion him who has 
thus rebelled against us. May ^e 
cuise strike him in his house, barn, 
bed, field, path, city, castle. May he 
he cursed in battle, accursed in pray- 
ing, in spe.'iliing, in silence, in-^ting, 
m drinking, in sleeping. May he be 
acenrsed in his taste, hearing, smell, 
and all his senses. M.ay tbs curse 
blast his eyes, head, and his body, from 
his crown to the soles of his feet. I 
coiijuro you, Devil, and all your imps, 
that you take no rest till you have 
brought him to eternal sli.ime ; till he 
is detitroyed by drowning or hanging, 
till he is tom to pieces by wild beaate, 
or consumed by fire. Let his children 
become orphans, his wife a widow. I 
command you, Devil, and all your 
imps, that oven as I now blow out 
these torcaes, you do immediately ex- 
tinguish the light from his eyes. So 
be it — so be it. Amen. Amen," flo 
speaking, the curser was wont to blow 
out two waxen torches which he hold 
in his hands, .and, with this practical 
illustration, the anathema was com- 
pljte. 

Such insane ravings, even in the 
mouth of some impotent beldame, 
were enough to excite a shudder, but 
ill that dreary epoch, these curses from 
the lips of clergymen were deemed 
sufficient to draw down celestial light- 
ning upon the head, not of the blas- 
phemer, but of his victim. Men who 
trembled neither at sword nor fire, 
cowered like slaves before such horrid 
imprecation8,utteredbytongues gifted, 
os it seemed, with superhuman power. 
Their ,fellow-meu shrank from the 
wretches thus blasted, and refused 
communication with them as unclean 
and abhorred. * 

By the end of the thirteenth cen- 
tiuy, however, the clerical jiowor w« 
already heginniug to declme. It wsa 
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not the comiption of the Church, but 
its enormous wealth, which engendered 
the hatred with which it was by 
nn;iy regarded. Temporal princes and 
haughtj^arons began to dispute the 
right of ecclesiastics to enjoy vast 
estates, while refusing the burthen of 
taxation, and unable to draw a sword 
for the common defence. At this 
period, the Counts of Mandera, of Hoi- 
laini; and other HetherLind sovereigns, 
issued decrees, foibiddmg clerical in- 
stitutions from acquiring property, by 
devise, gift, purchase, or any other 
mnd«_j.jrha downfall of the rapacious 
and licentious knights templar in the 
provinces and throughout Europe, was 
another severe blow administered at 
the same time. The attacks upon 
Church abuses redoubled in boldness, 
as its authority declined. Towards the 
end of the fourteenth century, the 
doctrines of Widdif had made great 
progress in the land. Early in the 
fifteenth, the executions of Huss and 
Jerome of Prague produced the Bohe- 
mian rebeUion. The Pope proclaims a 
crusade against the Hussites. Knights 
and prelates, esquires and citizens, en- 
VaA va thn nwsisA vaKsst, 

Holland and its sister provinces ; but 
many Hetherlanders, who had felt the 
might of Ziska's arm, come back, feel- 
ing more sympathy with the heresy 
wmoh they had attacked, than with 
the Church for which they had battled. 

Meantime, the restnetians impend 
by Hetherland sovereigns upon clerical 
rights to hold or acquire proi>erty, be- 
come mote stem aud more general. 
On the other hand, with the invention 
of printing, the cause of Beformation 
takes a colossal stride in advance. A 
Bible, which before had cost five hun- 
dred crowns, now costs but five. The 
people acquire the power of reading 
I God’s Wo:^ or of heating it mad, for 
thamaelves. The light of truth dispels 
the clouds of superstition, as by a new 
revelation. The Pope and his monks 
are found to bear very often but faint 
resemblance to Jesus and his anostlea. 
Moreover, the instinct* of self-mterest 
Shatpenk the eye of the public. Many 
^greed y psiests, of lower rank, 
■Btued shop-keepers in ths Kether- 


lands, and were growing riot^^ sel’Jng 
their wares, exempt from taxation, at 
a lower rate Ijian lay hucksters could 
afford. The benefit of elefgy» thus 
taking the bread from the lUout^ of 
m.iny, excites jealousy; the mWe so 
as, besides their misceilanwuk h^nefa., 
the reverend traders have a nfoet luoia- 
tive branch of commerce frO® which 
other merchants are excluded. The 
sale of absc^utions was the source of 
largo fortunes to the prisk^ The 
enormous impudence of tijie traffic 
almost exceeds behef . ThrouShout the 
Netherlands, the price enrreut the 
wares thus offered for sale we® peh- 
lished in every town and villaSe- God’s 
pardon for crimes already c(?™ioitted, 
OP about to be committ^, adioi- 
tised according to a graduated tariff. 
Thus, poisoning, for exampl^> was ab- 
solved for eleven ducats, livrcq 
toumoia. Absolution for ipcest was 
afforded at thirty-six livre®* three 
ducats. Perjury came to 86^®“ livres 
and three carhnoa Pardon for mur- 
der, if not by poison, was cheaper. 
Even a pamoide could buy forgiveness 
at God's tribunal at one dooat, four 
iicrss%, czxlimak. da. Kranf. 

fort, m tile year 1448, puroh.ased .ab- 
solution for that crime at that price 
Was it strange that a oentiuy or ®o ol 
this kind of, work should jiroduee a 
Luther f "Waa it unnatural that plain 
people, who loved the ancient Cliuroli, 
shoulcl rather desire to see hor purged 
of such blasphemous abuseSi than to 
hear of St Peter’s dome risiJig ® little 
nearer to the clouds on thesO proceeds 
of commuted crime f 
At the same time, while ecclesiasti- 
cal abuses are thus augmentmg> , 000 ^ 0 * 
stasticol power is diminishh^g hi the 
Netherlands. The Church is “o longer 
able to protect itself against the secu- 
lar arm. The halcyon day® of ban, 
book, and candle are gone. In 1459, 
Duke Philip of Burgundy prohibits 
the churches from affording protection 
to fugitives. Charles the Bold, in 
whose eyes nothing is saorecl save war 
and the means of making it, lays e. 
heavy impost upon aJlilplerioal pro- 
perty, Upon being resisted, he en- 

fo'i^ces ooi'eotian with the armod-ihand. 
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Bwon^ and tlie pen, Btrength and 
intellect, no longer the exclueiTe eer- 
vants or instruments of priestcraft, 
ore both in open revolt. Chat lea the 
Bold storms one fortress. Doctor Grand- 
tort •of Groningen batters another. 
This leame(^Fiisian, called “the light 
of the \rorlS,” fuoud and comp.atiiot 
of the great Budolph Agi'icola, pi eachcs 
throughout the pi ovuicea, uttering bold 
denunciatioua of ecclesiastical eiior 
He even Reputes the iiffallibiiity of 
the Pope, denies the utility of prayers 
for the dead, and inveighs against the 
whole ductrme of purgatoiy and abso- 
lution. 

With the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, the groat Xiefonnation was 
actually ahve. The name of Erasmus 
of Itotterdam was alioady celebrated; 
the man wlio, accoidiiig to Grotiue, 
“ so well showed the ruatl to a reason- 
able rcforuutiuu." But if Erasmus 
shewed the road, he certainly did not 
travel far upon it himself. Perpetual 
type of the quietist, the moderate 
man, he censured the errors of the 
Church with discrimination and gentle- 
ness, as if Boigianism had not been too 
long rampant at Home, as if men’s 
minds throughout Christendom were 
not too deeply stirred to be satisfied 
with mild lebulces against sin, espe- 
cially when the mild rebuker ivas in 
receipt of livings and saljiiiea from the 
sinner. Instead of lebukes, the ago 
wanted refoims. The Sage of Sottci- 
daiii was a keen obsciror, a shiewd 
s.atiiiat, but a iiioder.iiu muiaiiot He 
loved ease, good company, tho soft le- 
poso of prmooly paUces, better than a 
life of martyrdom and a death at the 
stake. He was not of the stuif of 
which martyis are made, as he hand- 
somely confessed oji moic than one 
occ.ision. “ Let others aCfocb martyr- 
dom,” he said ; “ for myself I am im- 
worthyof tho honour.” And at another 
tune, “ I am not of a mind,” ha ob- 
seived, “to vontuie my life for tho 
truth’s sake ; all men have nob sbrcngtii 
to endulfe the martyr’s death. For 
myself, if it came to the point, I should 
do no Xiettef than Simon Peter.” Mo- 
derate in all things, ho would have 
liked, he said, to hvo witl^out ei^^ing 


and drinkmg, although be never found 
it convenient to do so, and he rejoiced, 
when advancing age dimmished his 
tendency to other carnal pleasures in 
which he had moderately ^iduiybd. 
Although awake to the abuses of the 
Church, he thought Luthor going too 
f.ist and too far. He began by applaud- 
ing — ended by coiisurmg the monk of 
Wittenbeig. The Hefoimation might 
have been delayed for centuries £ad 
Erasmus awl other moderate men neen 
the only reformers. He will long be 
honoured for his elegant Latmity. In 
the republic of letters, his efforts to 
infuse a pure taste, a sound iS^licisii], 
a love for the beautiful and the classic, 
in place of the owlish pedantry which 
had so long flapped and hooted through 
mediuival cloisters, will always be held 
in grateful reverence. In the history 
of the religious Hefoi-mation, his name 
seems hardly to deserve the commen- 
dations of Qrotius. 

As the schism yawns, more and more 
j ominously, throughout Chiistendom, 
the Emperor naturally trembles. An- 
xious to save the state, but being no 
antique Homan, he wishes to close the 
gulf, but with more convenience to 
himself. He conceives the highly ori- 
giwil plan of combining Church and 
Empire under one crown. Tins is 
Maxiimliau's scheme for Church refor- 
mation. An heieditary papacy, a per- 
petual pope-emperor, the Charlemagne 
and Hildebrand sj-stems united and 
simplified — thus the w'rld may yet bo 
saved. "Hothiug more honourable, 
nobler, better, could happen to us,” 
writes Maximilian to Paul Lichtenstein 
(10th Sept Ifill), “ than to re-annex 
tho said popedom — which properly be- 
longs to us — to our empire. Cardinal 
Adi'ian approves our reasons and encou- 
rages us to proceed, being of opinion 
Ihiit wo should not have much trouble 
with the cardinals. It is much to he 
feared that the Pope may die of his 
present sickness. He has lost his appe- 
tite, ^d fills himself with so much 
drink that his health is destroyed. As 
such matters cannot be arranged with- 
out money, we have promised the car- 
dinals, whom we expect tii bring over, 
800,000 ducats, winch we' shall,Sij|£, 



IKT 


reformers wAre as much outraged by 
- this pregnant confession as the eccle- 
siastioB, It would iudeed he a slow 
process, they thought, to move step 
o^step'aA the Iteformation, if between 
oaidi step a whole century was to iu- 
terrex-S. In vain did the gentle pon- 
tiff call upon Erasmus to assuage the 
stormy sea with his araoath rhetoric. 
The Sage of Botterdam was old and 
si^y; his day was over. Adi ion's 
head, too, languishes beneath the triple 
crown but twenty mouths. He ^es 
ISth Sept. 1S23, haying anived at the 
conviction, according to his epitaph, 
that fSe greatest misfortune of his life 
was to have reigned. 

Another edict, published m the 
Netherlands, forbids all private assem- 
blies for devotion ; all reading of the 
Scriptures; all discussions within one's 
own doors concerning faith, the sacra- 
ments, the papal authority, or other 
religious matter, under penalty of 
death. The edicts were no dead letter. 
The fixes were kept constantly supplied 
with human fuel, by monks who knew 
the art of burning reformers better 
than that of arguing with thorns The 
scaffold was the most conclusive of 
lyilogisms, and used upon all occasions 
Sidj tlie people remained unconvmced, 
Thousand of burned heretics had not 
mode a single convert. 

Afresh edict renewed and sharpened 
the punishment for reading the Scrip- 
tures in private or pubhe. At &e 
same time, the violent personal olter- 
catiem between Luther and Erasmus 
upon predestination, together with the 
bitter dispute between Luther and 
Zwingli concerning the real presence, 
did moie to impede the progress of 
the Iteformation than ban or edict, 
sword or fire. The spirit of humamty 
hung her head, finding that the bold 
reformer had only a new dogma in 
place of the old ones, seeing that Lis- 
Bcnters, in their turn, were soiuetames 
as ready as Papists, with axe, fagot, 
and excommumcation. In 1529, Felix 
Hants, l^e Anabaptist, is drowned at 
Zurich, m obedience Zwingli's pithy 
formula — Qai iterum mergit mergatur. 
thus th^Anabaptista, upon their first 
Ippeorance, ware exposed to the fires 
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of the Church, and the Wj^tcr < 
Zwinglians. 

There is no donbt that the Anabap- 
tist delusion was so ridiculous and so 
loathsome, as to palliate, or at least 
render intelligible, the wiath# with 
which they were regarde^y all parties. 
The turbulence of the sdfet WJ& alarm- 
ing to constituted authorities, its bes- 
tiality disgraceful to the cause of reli- 
gious reformation. The leaders were 
among tho*most depr.ave^ of human 
creatures, as mucli distinguished for 
licentiousness, blasphemy, and cruelty, 
as their followers for grovelling supoi- 
stition. The evil spirit driven out oi 
Luther seemed, in orthodox eyes, to 
have taken possession of a herd of 
swine. The Qermans, Muncor and 
Hoffmann, had been succeeded, as 
chief prophets, by a Dutch baker, 
named Matthiszoon, of Harlem; who 
announced himself as Enoch. Chief 
of this man's disciples was the notori- 
ous John Cocoold of Leyden, Under 
the government of this prophet, the 
Anabaptists mastered the city of Mun- 
ster. Here they confiscated property, 
plundered churches, violated females, 
murdeied men who refused to join the 
gang, and, in brief, practised all the 
enormities which humanity alone can 
conceive or perpetrate. The piophet 
proclaimed himself King of Sion, and 
sentout apoqjbles to preach his doctrines 
in Germany and the Netherlands. 
Polygamy being a leading article of 
the system, he exemplified the piin- 
ciple by marrying fourteen wives. Of 
these the beautiful widow of Jlatthis- 
zoon was ebief, was called the Queen 
of Sion, and wore a golden crown. The 
prophet made many fi'uitless efforts to 
seize Amsterdam and Leyden, The 
armed invasion >of the Anabaptists was 
repelled, but their contagious madness 
spi ead. The plague broke forth in Am- 
sterdam. On a cold winter'snigbt (Feb- 
ruary 1535), seven men and five women, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, threw off 
their clothes and rushed naked and rav- 
ingthroughthe streets,Bhiieifliig, "Wo, 
wo, wo ! the wrath of God, the wrath 
of God !’’ When arre^d, they ob- 
stinately refused to put on clothing. 
•‘i,y e arcj," they observed, " the iiited 
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trtth." ISa day or two, these furious 
lunatics, \mo certainly deserved a mad- 
house rathorthan the scaffold, were all 
executed. The numhers of the sect 
inci-eased with the martyrdom to which 
they^'ere exposed, and the disoidcr 
spread to every part of the Nether- 
lands. Many weis put to death in 
lingering torments, hut no peiceptihle 
eilcct was produced by the chastise- 
ment. Meantime the great chief of 
the sect, tjie jiropliot Jotin, was de- 
feated by the toiccs of the Bishop of 
Munster, who recovcied his city, and 
caused the “ King of Sion ” to be 
pinched to death with red-hot tongs. 

Unfortunately the severity of go- 
vernment was not wreaked alone upon 
the prophet and his mischievous 
crew. Thousands and ten thousands 
of virtuous well-disposed men and 
women, who had as little sympathy 
with onabaptiatical as with Koman de- 
pravity were butchered in cold blood, 
under the sanguinoty rule of Charles, 
in the Netherlands. In 1533, Queen 
Dowager Maiy of Hungary, sister of 
the Umperor, Itogent of the provinces, 
the “ Christian widow ’’ admired by 
CrasmuB, wrote to her brother that 
" in her opinion all heretics, whether 
repentant or not, should he prosecuted 

X 

The civil institutions qj the country 
had assumed their last provincial form, 
in the Biirgundo-Austia.m cpocA, As 
alioady stated, their tendency, at a 
hiter period a vicious one, was to sub- 
stitute fictitious pel soilages for men. 
A chain of corporations was wound 
about the liberty of the Netherlands; 
yet that libra ty had been migirally 
sustained by the system in which it 
one day might ho»stiangled. The 
spirit of local self government, always 
the life-hlood of liberty, was often ex- 
cessive in its manifestations. The cen- 
trifugal force had been too much deve- 
loped, and, comhining with the mutual 
jealousy of corporations, had often 
made th^ nation weak against a com- 
mon foe. Instead of popular rights 
there were /bate rights, for the large 
raides, with extensive districts and vK- 
under their government, ifcre 


with such severity as tlilt error might 
be at once extinguished, care being, 
only takiin that the provinces were not 
entirely depopulated.” With this hu- 
mane limitation, the “ ChrMian %i- 
dow ” cheerfully set heraelf to super- 
intend as foul and wholesale a system 
of murder as was ever oiganised. In 
1535 an imperial edict was issued at- 
Bnissola, condemning all heretics to 
death ; repentant males to be execij|jpd 
with the sword, repentant females to 
be bmied alive, the obstinate of both 
sexes to be burned. This and similar 
edicts were the law of the land for 
twenty years, and rigidly eidbrced. 
Impel lal and papal persecution conti- 
nued its daily deadly work with such 
diligence, as to moke it doubtful whe- 
ther the limits set by the Ilegent Haiy 
might not be overstepped. In the 
midst of the carnage, the Kmperor 
sent for lus son Fhmp, that, he might 
receive the fealty of the Netherlands 
as their future lord and master, Con- 
temporaneoiitily a new edict was pub- 
lished at Brussels (2Bth April 1519), 
confiimmg and re-enactuig w previouB 
decrees in their most severe provisioms 
Thus steed rehgious matters in the 
Netherlands at the epoch of the impe- 
rial abdication. 


rather petty states than municipalities 
Although the supreme legislative and 
executive functions belonged to the 
bOvcieigu, yet each city made its by- 
laws, and posso'-aud, beside, a body of 
statutes and reguUtious, made from 
time to time by its own authority and 
confirmed by the prince. Thus a huge 
portion, at least, of the nation shored 
piactically in the legislative functions^ 
which, technically, it did not claim; 
nor had the requirements of society 
made constant legislation so necessary, 
as tliat to exclude the people from the 
woik was to enslave the country. 
There was popular power enough to 
effect* much good, hut it was widely 
scattered, and, at the same time, c '< 
fined m artifiejal forms. The guilds 
were voa-iala of the towns, tie towns 
vassals of the feudal lord. , The gu ild 
voted in the “broad coun^jjjHIIIlliS 
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sitj 118 one {Sbrson; ibe city voted in 
- the estates as one person. The pennio 
«E the United Netherlands was tne 
pwBonsm yet to be invented. It was 
a not a right, to exercise a 

handiwork, or to participate in the 
action of government. Yet the mass 
of privileges was so large, the share- 
holders so numerous, that practically 
the towns were republics. The go- 
ve^pnent was in the hands of a large 
number of the people. Industry and 
intelligence led to wealth and power. 
This was great progress from the ge- 
neral seyvitude of the eleventh and 
twelftH^enturies, an immense barrier 
against arbitrary rule. Loftier ideas 
of human rights, larger conceptions of 
commerce, have taught mankind, in 
later days, the difference between li- 
berties and liberty, between guilds 
and free competition. At the same 
time it was the principle of mercantile 
association, in the middle ages, which 
protected the infant steps of hum.-m 
freedom and human industry against 
violence and wrong. Moreover, at this 
period, the tree of mumciiial life was 
BtUl green and vigorous. The health- 
ful flow of sap from the humblest roots 
to the most verdurous branches ludr- 
cated the internal soundness of the 
core, and provided for the constant 
development of exterior strength. The 
road to political influence was open to 
all, not by right of birth, but through 
honouralfle exertion of heads ai^l 
hands. 

'The chief city of the Netherlands, 
the commercial capital of the world, 
was Antwerp. In the north and east 
of Europe, the Hanseatic league bad 
withered with the revolution in com- 
meroe. At the South, the splendid 
marble channels, through which the 
1 overland India trade had been con- 
' ducted from the Mediterranean by afew 
|l stately cities, were now dry, the great 
aqueducts ruinous and deserted. Ve- 
rona, Venice, Nuremberg, Augsburg, 
Bruges, were sinking; but Antwerp, 
l ^tii its deep and convenient river, 
p stretched its arm to yie ocean, and 
caught tke ^golden prize as it fell from 
its tisto <^es’ grasp. The city was 
^Bo ancient that its genealogista, with 


ridiculous gi-avity, ascendediio a peiM 
two centuries before the Trojan war, 
and discovered a giant, rejoicing in 
the classio name of Antigonus, estab- 
lished on the Scheld. This patriarch 
exacted one-half the m^handise of 
all navigators who passe^ his. castle, 
and was accustomed to amputate and 
cast into the river the right hands of 
those who infringed this simple tariff. 
Thus San^erptn, hand-throwing, 
became Antieerp, and hence) two hands 
in the escutcheon of the city were 
ever held up in heraldio attestation cl 
the truth. The giant was, in his turn, 
thrown into the Scheld by a hero 
named Brabo, ffrom whose exploits 
Brabant derived its name; “He qua 
Sntbonica tellm." But for these anti- 
quarian researches, a simpler derivation 
at the name would seem an t’ naf, 
“on the wharf.” It hod now become 
the principal entrep&t and exchange 
of Europe. The Fuggers, Velsens, 
Ostetts, of Germany, the Qualterotti 
and Bonvisi of Italy, and many other 
great mercantile houses!, were there 
established. No city, except Paris, 
surpassed it in population, none ap- 
proached it in commercial splendour. 
Its government was very free. The 
sovereign, os Marquis of Antwerp, was 
solemnly sworn to govern accordmg to 
tbeancientd^artersondlawB. Thestod- 
holder, as hw representative, shared 
his authority with the four estates of 
the city. The Senate of eighteen 
members was appointed by the stad- 
bolder out of a quadruple number 
nominated by the Senate itself and by 
the fourth body, called the Borgeiy. 
Half the board was thus renewed an- 
nually. It exeicised executive and 
appellate judicial functions, appointed 
two burgomastert, and two pension- 
aries or legal councilloTs, and also se- 
lected the lesser magistrates or officials 
of the city. The board of ancient or 
ex-senators held their seats ex-q^cio. 
The twenty-six ward masters, ap- 
pomted, two from each ward, by the 
Senate on nomination by tlfe wards, 
formed the third estate. .Their espe- 
cial business was to enrolxthe militia, 
and to attend to its mustering and 
training. tThs deans of the giplds, 



ttt^-tour ^ number, two from each 
guild, selected by the Senate, from a 
triple list of candidates presented by 
the guilds, composed the' fourth estate. 
This influential body was always as- 
sembftd in ^e broad-councU of tlie 
city. Their Tluty was hkewise to con- 
duct the e:lh.nunation of candidates 
claiming admittance to any guild and 
offering specimens of art or handiwork, 
to superintend the geneial affahs of 
the guilds jnd to legulatcfesputes. 

There were also two important func- 
tionaries, representing the kii^ in cii- 
minal and civil matters. The Vicarius 
capitalis, Scultetus, Schout, Sheriff, or 
Margrave, took precedence of aU magis- 
tratea His business was to superin- 
tend criminal arrests, trials, and execu- 
tions The VicarniB civilis was called 
the Amman, and his office correspond- 
ed with that of the Podesth m the 
Frisian and Italian republics. His 
duties were nearly similar in civil, to 
those of bis colleague in criminal 
matters. 

These four brandies, with their 
fimctionaTies and depoudonts, com- 
posed the commonwealth of Antwerp. 
Assembled together m coundl, they 
constituted the great and general court. 
No fax could be imposed by the sove- 
reign, except with consent of the four 
bran^es, all voting separately. 

The personal and domtpiliary rights 
of the citizen woio scrupulously guard- 
ed. The Schout could only make ar- 
rests with the Buigomaster's warrant, 
and was obliged to biiiig the accused, 
within three days, before the jndgcB, 
whose coui'ts were open to the pubUc. 

The condition of the population was 
prosperous. There were hut few poor, 
and those did not seek, but were sought 
by the almoners. Tiro schools were 
exceilont and cheaxi. It was diScalt 
to find a child of sufficient age who 
could not read, write, and sjicak at 
least two languages. The sons of the 
wealthier citizens completed their edu- 
cation at Louvain, Douay, Faris, or 
Padua. * 


The city itself was ond of tlie most 
beautiful in Europe. Placed upon a 
plain along the banks of the Scheld, 
sbax>ed like a bent bow with tiie river 
for its string, it enclosed rmhin ^ts 
walls some of the most splendid edi- 
fices m Christendom The world-re- 
nowned church of Ndtre Dame; the 
stately Exchange, whore five thousand- 
merchants daily congregated, proto- 
type of all Bunilar establisliTnjgta 
throughout the world; the capacious 
mole and port, where tweniff’-five hun- 
dred vessels were often seen at once, 
and where fi\e hundred ma^ their 
daily entiance or departme, ivffie all 
establishments which it would have 
been difficult to rival in any other port 
of the w orld. 

From what has alisady been said of 
the mimicipal institutions of ths coun- 
try, it may be inferred that the powers 
of the estates-gcneral were limited. 
The membera of that congress wers 
not representatives chosen the peo- 
ple, but merely a few ambassadors 
from individual provinces. This ind» 
viduality was not always composed of 
the same ingredients Thus, Holland 
consisted of two members of branches 
— the nobles .and the six chief cities; 
Kanders of four branchos — the ci^s, 
namely, of Ghent, Bruges, Tpres, and 
the “ freedom of Bruges; ” Embant^ of 
Louvain, Brussels, Bois Is Due, and 
Antwei-p, four great cities, without re- 
presentation of nobility or clergy ; Ze. 
latid, of one clciical pci son, the Abbot 
of Middolbuig, one noble, the Mar- 
quis of Veer and Vlicssmgen, and six 
chief cities ; Utrecht, of three branches 
— the nobility, the clergy, and five 
cities These and other provinces, 
constituted in similar manner, were 
supposed to be actually present at the 
diet when aseembled. The chief busi- 
ness of the states-gencral was financial; 
the sovereign, or his stadholder, only 
obtaining supplies by making a request 
in person, avhlle any single city, as 
brancH of a province, had a light to 
refuse the grant. 


XIV. 

Education had fdt the onward move- 1 The whole system was, lio-^ever, per- 
BWnt of the country and jjlie tin^ I vuded by the monastic spu-it, nluch . 
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had crigimdiy preserved all learning 
from Dimihila^onj but \ 7 bicb now kept 
it wrapped in the ancient cerecloths, 
aM BtaSraing in the stony sarcophagus 
oA l^bne age. The University of 
Iiouviun was the chief literary institu- 
tion in the provinces. It had been 
established in 1423 by Duke John IV. 
of Brabant. Its government consisted 
of a Btresident and Seimta, forming a 
cl^ corporation, which had received 
from the founder all his own authority, 
and the right to supply its own vacan- 
des. The five faculties of law, canon 
law, me^cine, theology, and the arts, 
were *^utivated at &e institution. 
There was, besides, a high school for 
under gr^uates, divided into four 
classes. The place reeked with pe- 
dantry, and the character of the uni- 
versity naturally diffiised itself through 
other scholastic establishments. Ke- 
vertheless, it had dona and was doing 
much to preserve the love for profound 
learning, while the rapidly advanaing 
spirit of coitunerce was attended by 
an ever-incieasmg train of humanising 
arts. 

The standard of culture in those 
flourishing cities was elevated, com- 
pared with that observed m many 
paji 0 of Europe. The children of the 
wealthier classes enjoyed great faci- 
lities for education in all the great 
capitals. The classice, music, and the 
modem languages, particnlvly the 
French, were universally cultivate 
BTor was intellectual cultivation con- 
fined to the higher orders. On the 
contrary, it was difiiised to a remark- 
able degree among the hard-working 
artisans and handicraftsmen of the 
great cities 

For the principle of association had 
I not confin^ itself exclusively to poli- 
tica and trade. Besides the numerous 
guflds by which citizenship was ac- 
“ quired in the various cities, were many 
other socielaes for mutual improve- 
ment, support, or recreation. The 
great secret architectural or masonic 
brothwhood of Germany, that league 
to which the artistic w-d patient com- 
pseraon bf the magnificent works of 
Gothic mhiteclure in the middle ages 
mainly to be atiributod, had its 


branches inKether Germany, anuspx 
plains the presence of so many splendid 
and elaborately-finished churches in 
the provinces. There were also mili- 
tary Bodahties of musketeers, cross 
bowmen, archers, sword^en inSivcry 
town. Once a year the^ dubs kept 
holiday, choosing a king, who was se- 
lected for his prowess and skill in the 
use of various weapons. These festi- 
vals, alwaya^held with great solemnitj’ 
and rejoicing, were accompanied by 
many exhibitions of archery and 
swordsmanship. The people were not 
likely, therefore, voluntarily to aban- 
don that privilege and duty of free- 
men, the right to bear onus, and the 
power to handle them. 

Another and most important collee 
tion of brotherhoods were the so-ealU'd 
guilds of Elietorio, which existed, 111 
greater or less number, in all the prin- 
cipal cities. Those wore associations 
of mechanics, for tlio purpose of amus- 
ing their leisure uuth poetical effusioni^ 
diamatie and miiMcal exhibitions, 
theatrical processions, and other harm- 
less and not inelegant recreations. 
Such chambers of rhetoric came origi- 
nally in the fifteenth century from 
Franco. The fact that in their very 
title they confounded rhetoric with 
poetry and the drama, indicates the 
meagre attainments of these early 
“ R^eryketaf’ In the outset of their 
career they gave theatrical exhibitions, 
“ Ein^ Herod and his Deeds ” was 
enacted in the cathedral at Utrecht in 
1418. The associations spread with 
great celerity throughout theNethei- 
lands, and ns they were all connected 
with each other, and in habits of perio- 
dical intercourse, these humble links 
of literature were of great value in 
drawing the pebple of the provinces 
into closer union. They became, like- 
wise, important political engines. As 
early as the time of Philip the Good, 
their songs and lampoons became so 
offensive to the arbitrary notions of 
the Burgundian govemmeijt, as to 
cause the societies to bo prohibiteii. 
It was, however, out of tire sovereign’s 
power permanently to express insti- 
tutions which already partook of the 
ch^acter eof the modem periodica’ 



nAis cr-ml^ed irith functions resem- 
Uing the shoir and licence of the 
Athenian drama. Viewed from the 
etand-point of literary criticism, their 
productions were not very commend- 
able, *bnd p|rhaps smacked of the 
hammer, th<;7yard-stiek, and the pin- 
cers. Yet, it the style of these Itieu- 
brations was often depraved, the arti- 
sans rarely received a better example 
from the literary inatitu^ona .above 
them. It eras not for guilds of me- 
chanics to give the lone to literature, 
nor were their effoi ts in mere execrable 
taste than the emanations fi om the 
pedants of Louvain. The “lihetori- 
cians” are not responsible for all the 
bad taste of their gonei.itlon. The 
gravest histoiians of the Hetherhauds 
often rohovod their elephantine la- 
bours by the mo^t asinine gambols, 
and it w.as not to be expected that 
these bustling weavers and cutieis 
should excel iheir literary superiors in 
taste or elegance. 

Philip the Pair enrolled himself as 
3 member in one of these societies. It 
may easily be inforred, therefore, that 
they had already become bodies of re- 
cognised importanee. The rhetorical 
chambers existed m the most obscure 
villages. The number of yaids of 
Plemish poetry annually manufactured 
and consumed throughcjit the pro- 
vinces alraost exceeds belief. The 
societies had regular coustitutions 
Their presiding offioers were Jailed 
kings, piinoes, captains, aTOhdeocons, 
or rejoiced m similar high-sounding 
names. Each chamber had its trc.a- 
surer, its buffoon, and its standard- 
bearer for public processions. Each 
had its peculiar title or hlo/on, as the 
Lily, the Mangold, or the Violet, with 
an appropriate iiiottiT. By the year 
1493, the associations had become so 
important, that Philip the Fair sum- 
moned them all to a general assembly 
at Mechlin. Here they were organised, 
and formally mcorporated under the 
general s^ipervision of an upper or 
mother society of Rhetoric, consisting 
of fifteen m^bers, and called by the 
title of “ JesJs with the balsam flower." 

The sovereigns were always anxious 
to conciliate these inllnontiil guild^y 


I becoming membeis of them m person.' ' 
I Like the players, the Bhetorici.siis'-‘ 
were the biief abstract and chronicle^ 
of the time, and noitlicr pi^ce 
private person desired theii iff leportr 
It had, indeed, been Philip’s intentioni 
to convcit them into eiigmos for the} 
arbitrary purposes of his house, butt 
fortunately the puhhcly-organiscd so-l-" 
cieties weie not the only chambers. 
On the contrary, the uuchartegud 
guilds were the most numerous and 
influential. They exercised a vast in- 
fluence upon the jirogress of the reli- 
gions reformation, and the suhg^nent 
revolt of the Nctherlamls. They ridi- 
culed, nitli their farces and their sa- 
tires, the Mccs of the clergy. They 
diamati-cil IjTaniiy for public execra- 
tion. It w.is also not surprising, tbat 
among the leaders of the wild Anabap- 
tists who disgraced the great revolu- 
tion in Church and Shite by their 
Iiidoous antics, should be found many 
who, like David cf Delft, John of Ley- 
den, and others, had been members of 
rhetorical chambersi The genius for 
mummery and theatrical exhibition^ 
Ir.insplanted from its sphere, and ex- 
erting itself for puiposes of fraud and 
licentiousness, was as baleful in its 
effects as it was healthy in its original 
manifestations. Such cxliibitions were 
but the excrescences of a system which 
hid borne good fruit These literary 
guilds befitted and denoted a people 
wj^irh was alive, a people which had 
neither sunk to sleep in the lap of mo- 
tel id pro=poiity, nor abased itself in 
the sty of ignorance .and political ser- 
vitude. The spirit of liberty pervaded 
these rude but not illiterate assemblies, 
and her fair propoitions were distinct- 
ly visible, even through the some- 
what grotesque garb which she thus 
assumed. 

The great leading recreations which 
these chambeis affoidod to themselves 
and the public, were the periodic jubi- 
lees i^ioh they celebrated in vai'ious 
capital cities. All the guilds of rheto- 
ric throughout the Ketherlands wore 
then invited to ■fartake and to compote 
in magnificent processions, tiiilliant 
costumes, living pictures,", charades, 
and other animated, glitterin-' groups, 
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ami in trial* of dianuitic and poetic mecbanical and in the _ art# ia 
ddU, all arranged tmder the aupeiin- imrivnlled. Belgian mnslcions delight 
tendence of the particular association and instruct other nations. Belgian 
which in the preceding year had pencils have, for a century, caused the 
hStne i^ay the prize. Such jubilees canvas to glow with colours and com- 
were called “ Land-jewels.’’ binations never seen bef^. Flfeinish 

From the amusements of a people fabrics are exported to* all parts of 
may be gathered much that ia necea- Europe, to the East andvVest Indies, 
sary for a proper estimation of its cha- to .Africa. The splendid tapestries, 
raster. No i^avourable opinion can Billcs,lmens, as well as the more homely 
l^ormed as to the culture of a na- and useful manufactures of the Ncthcr- 
t^ whose weavers, smiths, gardeners, lands, are prized throughout the woild. 
and traders found the favourite amuse- Most ingemous, as they had aheady 
ment of their holidays in composing been described by the keen-eyed Caibar, 
and enacting tragedies or farces, reci^ in imitating the arts of other nations, 
ing tlK& own verses, or in personify- the skilful artificers of the country at 
ing moral and aesthetic sentiments by Louvain, Ghent, and other places, re- 
ingeniously-arraiiged groups, or gorge- produce the shawls and silks of India 
ous habili^nta. The cramoisy velvets nith admirable accuracy, 
and yellow satin doublets of the court. Their national industry was untir- 
the gold-brocaded mantles of priests ing; their prosperity unexampled; 
and princes are often but vulgar dro- their love of liberty indomitable ; their 
pery of little historic worth. Such pugnacity proverbial. Peaceful m their 
costumes thrown around the swart pursuits, phlegmatic by tumpcraiuciit, 
figures of hard-working artisans, for tUo Netherlandois weio yet the most 
literary and artistic purposes, have a belligeieut aud excitable population of 
real significance, and aie worthy of a Europe. Two centuries of civil war 
closer examination. Were not these had but thinned the ranks of each 
amusements of the Notherlanders as generation without quenching the hot 
elevated and humanising as the con- spirit of the nation, 
temponuy buU-fighta aud autos-do-fd The women were distinguished by 
of_Spain I What place in history does beauty of form and vigour of constitu- 
the gloomy bigot merit who, for the tion. Accustomed from childhood to 
love of Chrat, converted all these gay converse freely with all classes and 
mties into shambles, and changed the sexes in the {laily walks of life, and to 
glittering processions of their Land- travel on foot or horseback from one 
newels mto fettered msrehes to the town^io another without escort and 
scaffold f * without fear, they had acquired man- 

Thus fifteen ages have passed away, ners more frank and independent thiin 
and in the place of a horde of savages, those of women in other lands, while 
living among swamps and thickets, their morals were puie and their do 
swarm three miUiona of people, the corum undoubted The prominent 
most industrious, the most prosperous, part to be sustained by the women of 
perhaps tiie most mtelligent under Holland in many dramas of tbo revolu- 
tho sun. Thoir cattle, grazing on the tion would thusi-fitly devolve upon a 
bottom of the sea, are the finest in class enabled by nature and education 
Europe, their agricultural products of to conduct themselves with courage, 
more exchang^ble value than if nature Within the httle circle whichenclosos 

h^ made ^eir land to ^overflow with tho seventeen provmces are 208 walled 
wiM and oiL Their navigators are tho cities, many of them among the most 
bol^st, tiieir mercantile mariite the stately in Christendom, 160 chartered 
mort powerf^, their merchanta the towns, 6300 villages, with thfcir watch- 
entOTprising in the world. Hoi- towers and steeples, besides numerous 
, lanaondtlflandetB, peopled by one race, other more inmgmficant Wmlets; the 
pk m ^ puraints of whole guarded by a belt of sixty for- 
the Flemitii skill in the tip^ses of mrpassing strength. 


vie with eoph 
^Ivilisatioii; ' 
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Thus in tlits rapid sketch of the 
oouTse and develuinuciit of the Netlier- 
laud nation during sixteen centuries, 
we h#re seen it ever maiked by one 
prevailing cffiiracteiistic, one niastei- 
l>assion — ^the'love of liberty, the in- 
stinct of self-government. Laigely 
compounded of the bravest Teutonic 
elements, Batavian and Frisian, the 
race ever 1jattle.s to the ‘death with 
tyranny, organises exteniavo revolts m 
the age of Vespasian, maintains a par- 
tial independence even against the 
sagacious dominion of Charlemagne, 
refuses in Friesland to accept the papal 
yoke or feudal chain, and, throughout 
the dark ages, struggles resolutely to- 
wards the light, wresting from a seiies 
of petty sovereigns a giadiial and prac- 
tical recognition of the claims of 
humanity. With the advent of the 
Burgundian family, the power of the 
commons has reaped so high a pomt, 
that it is ahle to measure itself, un- 
daunted, with the spirit of arbitrary 
rule, of which that engrossing and 
tyrannical house is the embodiment, 
For moie than a century the struggle 
for freedom, for miic life, goes on; 
Philip the Good, Charles the Bold, 
Mary’s husband Maximilian, Charles 
Y., in turn, assailing or undermining 
the bulwarks laised, agg after age, 
against the despotic principle The 
combat is ever renewed, Iiilfcrty, 


often crushed, rises again and again 
fioin her native eaitli with r^oub^d 
energy. At Inst, in the sixtcffith cmi- 
tury, a new and more iiowerful spirit, 
the genius of religious heedom, comes 
to paiticiiiato in tbo great couflict. 
Arbitrfuy power, incarnated in the 
second Charlemagne, assails the new 
combination with unscrupulous, 
foigiving fierceness. Venerable civic 
magistiates, haltered, grovel in sack- 
cloth and ashes; innocent religions 
reformers bum in holocausts, the 
middle of the century, the battle rages 
moie fiercely than ever. In the httlo 
Nethciland territory, Humanity, bleed- 
ing but not killed, still stands at bay 
and defies the hunters. The two great 
powers have been gathering strength 
for centuries. They are soon to be 
matched in a longer and more deter- 
mined combat than the world had 
ever seen. The empei'or is about to 
leave the stage. The provinces, so 
passionate for nationality, for muni- 
cipal freedom, for religious reforma- 
tion, are to become the property of 
an niter stranger; a prince foreign 
to their blood, their tongue, their 
religion, their whole habits of life 
thought. 

Such was the political, religious, and 
social condition of a nation who were 
now to witness a new and momentous 
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•n of CharlflS resolvod iipon^BnisseU m the st'cteenth eonturv^TlA'^l of the 
lesonbuct— Portraits of piomioent indiYidiials present at the ccrcmony-^-Pormali- 
.ha abdication— .Universal emotion — Bemarka upon ilio character oncl career of 
1 inm im — retirement at Juste. 
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Ok the 25fch day of Octohor 1555, the 1 
eatatea of the Nethetlands were assiem- I 
hied in the great hall of the palace at 
Bruffiela ^ They had heen sumiuoiied 
to he the witnesses and the guarantees 
of the abdication which Charles V. had 
lUttg before resolred upon, and whidi he 
was that day to execute. The emperor, 
like many potentates before and since, 
was fond of great political spectacles 
He knew their induence upon the 
masses of mankmd. Although pkin, 
eren to shabbiness, in his oim costume, 
and usually attired in hlack,^ no one 
erer understood better than ho how to 
arrange such exhibitions in a striking 
and artistic style. “We have seen the 
tlieatrical and impoeing manner in 
which he quelled the insurrection at 
Ghent, and nearly crudied the life for 
fever out of that vigorous and turbu- 
lent little conunonwealtli. The closing 
scene of his long and energetic reign 
he had now^ arranged with profound 
study, and with an accurate kn^jwledge 


Moteren. Hi^toncn dei Ncdci 
P“<»*(Bor.lfcdeilimdalj 

’I'’®"' tantnro dec( 
vostitua fore p< 
pulan^ oolots atro oblectabatur Poa 


of the manner in winch the requisite 
effects were to he produced. The ter- 
mination of his own career, the open- 
ing of his beloved Philip’s, were to be 
dromatased in a momnsr worth, the 
august character of the actors, and the 
importance of the great stage where 
they played them parte. The eyes oi 
the whole world were directed upon 
that day tof^aids Brussels ; for an im- 
perij^ abdication was an event which 
had not, in the sixteenth century, been 
staled by custom. 

The gay capital of Brabant, of that 
province which rejoiced in the liberal 
constitution knoivn by the cheerful 
title of the “joyful entrance,” was 
worthy to be the scene of the impos- 
ing show. B^^ssels had been a city 
for more than ffvo centuries, and at 
that day numbered about one hundred 
thousand inhabitants,® Its walls, six 
miles in circumference, were already 
two hundred years old.* Unlike most 
Hetherland cities, lying usually upon 

Heuteri Iterum Austrmcarum Ihst. (Iswanii, 
1613). XIV, S46a 

a liud. Gmcdardim 3cl^ Dcsciipt. 
(Amst, 1600), p 110, sqa. 

I *lbid Compare LesUoIlccsdeS Pays Box 
i ar loPdwQnffot (Liege, U09),t 193, sqq. 


A^ensiTe^lains, it was built along the 
sides of an abrupt promontoiy, A wide 
expause of living verdure, cultivated 
gardens, shady groves', fertile com- 
iields, flowed round it like a sea. The 
foot aof the town was washed by the 
little nver ienne, uhile the irregular 
but picturdlque streets rose up the 
steep sides of the lull like the semi- 
circles and stairways of an amphi- 
theatre, nearly in the heart of the 
place rose^ the audacious and exqui- 
sitely embroidered tower of the town- 
house, thiee hundred and sixty-six 
feet in height, a mii ,acle of needle- work 
in stone, rivalling in its intricate carv- 
ing the cobweb traeery of that lace 
which has for eentiiries been synony- 
mous with the eity, and rearing itself 
above a fa^'ade of profusely decorated 
and brocaded architecture. The crest 
of the elevation was crowned by the 
towers of the old ducal palace of Bra- 
bant, with its extensive and thickly- 
wooded park on the left, and by the 
stately mansions of Orange, Egmont, 
Aremberg, Culemburg, and other Fle- 
mish grandees on the right i The 
great forest of Soignies, dotted with 
monasteries and couvents, swarming 
with every variety of game, n hither 
the citizeuB miide their summer pil- 
grimages, and where the nobles chased 
the wild hoar and the stag, extended 
to within a qiiaiter of mile of the 
city walls.* Tlie population, as tin ifty, 
as intelligent, as prosperous as tiJat of 
any city in Europe, was divided into 
fifty-two guilds of artisans, among 
nhich the most important were the 
armourers, whose suits of mad would 
turn a musket-ball; the gardensrs, 
upon whose gentler creations incredible 
sums were annually lavished ; and the 
tapestry-workers, wbAse gorgeous fa- 

1 Guicciardini Lo Fdro GniTet. ubi sup. 
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* Guicciardini p, 120. 
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bries were the wonder if the world.’ 
Seven principal churches, of which the* 
most steikiugwasthatof St Oudule, with 
its twm towers, its charminc fagade, 
and its magnifioently-pamted*indows, 
adorned the upper part of the city. 
The number seven was a magic num- 
ber in Brussels, and was supposed at 
that epoch, durmg which astronomy 
was in its infancy and astrology in its 
prime, to denote the seven plaints 
which governed ail things terrestrial 
by their aspects and influences.’ Seven 
noble famihes, springing from seven 
ancient castles, siipphed Uie stock from 
which the seven senators were selected 
who composed the upper council of the 
ciiy. There were seven great squares^ 
seven city gates, and upon the occasion 
of the present ceremony it was ob- 
served by the lovers of wonderful co- 
ineidonccs that seven crowned heads' 
would be congregated under a single 
roof in the liberty-loving city. 

The palace where the states-general 
were upon this oocaslon convened, bad 
been the residence of the Dukra of 
Brabant since the days of John the 
Second, who had built it about -the 
year ISOO. It was a qiacioiis and con- 
vement building, but not distinguished 
for the beauty of its arcbitecture. 
fiont was a large open square, enelosed 
by an iron railmg; in the rear an ex- 
tensive and beautiful park, filled with 
forest trees, and containing gardens 
a^d labyrinths, fish-ponds and game- 
preserves, fountains and promenades 
race-courses and archery grounds. 
Tlie main entrance to this edifice 
opened upon a spacious hall, connected 
with a beautiful and symmetrioal 
chapel. The hall was celebrated foi 
its size, harmonious propoitious, and 
the richness of its decorations.' It 


(IH8 m the royal archives of Brusso]^ f £.) 
This vexT ounouB manusoript, which we shall 
often have occasion to cite in the course ot " 
this yohimOf was discovered a few yeon 
einco aniD]]^ somo accoimt-books in tiha 
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was the placi where the chapters of 
the famous order of the Gklden Fleece 
were held.* Its walls were hung w ith 
a mognificent tapestry of Arras, repie 
siting ^e life and aclueTements of 
Gideon, the Midianite, and giving iiar- 
ticular prominence to the miiacle of 
the ''fleece of wool,” vouchsafed to 
that renowned champion * the gieat 
patron of the Knights of the Fleece 
C:^the present occasion there weie 
vanouB additional embeUishments of 
flowers and votive garlands At the 
western end a spauous platform or 
stage, with six or seven steps, had heen 
constructed, below which was a range 
of benches for the deputies of the 
seventeen provmces ’ Upon the stage 
itself there were rows of seats, covered 
with tapestry, upon the right hand 
and upon the left. These vtere re 
spectively to accommodate the knights 
of the order and the guests of high 
distmotion* In the rear of these 
were other benches, for the membei a 
of the three gieat councils ‘ In the 
centre of the stage nas a splendid 
canopy, docoiatod with tho aims of 
Burgundy, beneath which weie placed 
three gilded arm chaue ' All the seats 
upon the platform weie vacant, but 
t b° benches below, assigned to tho 
deputies of the prov inoea, w ei e already 
filled Numerous representatives f i om 
all the states but two — Geldeiland and 
Overyssel — had aheady taken their 
places. Grave magistiates, m oham 
and gown, and executive officers, in the 
splendid cmo uniforms for which tho 
Aetherlands were celebrated, already 
filled eveiy seat within the space al 
lotted The remainder of the h ill was 
crowded with the more favouicd por 


tion of the multitude wliicj| had h^ 
fortunate enough to procuie admission 
to the exhibition. The archeis and 
hallebordiers df the bodyguard kept 
watch at all the doors ’ The theatre 
was filled — the audience was eageWwith 
expeetation — ^the actors ^vero yet to 
aiiive. As the clock strtihk three, the 
heio of the scone appeared. Caisar, as 
he was alwajs designated m the classic 
language of the diy, entered, leaning on 
the shoulder of William of Orange* 
They came from the chapel, and were 
immediately followed by Fhihp the 
Second and Queen Mary of Hungary. 
The Archduke Maxumhau, the Duke 
of Sav oy, and other great personages, 
came afterwards, accompamed hy a 
glittering throng of w amors, council- 
lois, governors, and Knights of the 
Fleece.® 

Many individuals of existing or fu 
ture histoiic celebrity m the Hether 
lands, whose names are so familiar to 
the student of tiie epoch, seemed to 
have been grouped as if by premedr 
titcd design upon this imposing plat 
foim, wlicie the enrtam was to fall for 
ever upon the mightiest emperor smee 
Cbailemagne, and where the opening 
scene of the long and tremendous tro' 
gedy of Philip’s roign was to be simul 
taneously enacted Theie was the 
Bishop of Arras, soon to be known 
tiiroughout ^hnstendom by the more 
celebrated title of Cardinal Granvelle, 
the serene and smilmg priest whose 
subtle influence over uie destinies of 
BO many individuals then present, and 
over the fortunes of the whole land, 
was to be so extensive and so deadly 
There was that flower of Flemish chi 
volry, the hneal descendant of ancient 


1 Four days bofoic the abdication, namcli , 
on the Sleet October, Charles hod held a 
connod of tho Fleece, at which eleven knights 
hod been present do theso personages he 

■ had mode the diet formal communication of 
I his intention of conceding all his realms to 
I luB son At tho same time he mtimatcd 

■ that, bemg chief ot tho order ot the Golden 
I S'S”',®* sovereign of Burguni^ and the 
I "Oto^limds, he wished to divost hinisoll of 

■ ^t mgmty m tasour of Philip The king 

I vSi?!?!£?z*^®?**'ecoijieil The knights 
I SirSiSs^?™! disuiBsion upon tho subject, 
I ^ appmvuig uuammously the 

I ‘““P ‘’>“1 « onteied tho 

^^nsectaioiit, and was cony ilnlalod upon his 


new office— Ins entaire da la Toison d'Or; 
Binsscls Aicln uswlS , tom i 

> Do la Darre US , ubi sup Judges, 
chap VI 

> Gochuid Analcctos Bclgiauoe (Paris. 
1830) p 7(W06 

‘ Ibid » Ibid 

sibid ,ubi sup 

ilhid CompaiePont lleut , xiv 338 
s Gachard An dectes Bolgigufis. uhi sup 
V-mMoteron i 16 fc* 

vQachoid. Anal Belg, ubi sup Pont. 
Heut , liv 836 Wilhelm js 6odol*ievus, 
Histonbla de Abdicationo Imperii k Curolo 
y , etc etc Apud bobordu Bei Ootol 
S erptoreSfitom u 688-054 




EAsian lliga, alraadT’ distioguished 
{or his braTory in many fields, but not 
having yet won those two remarkable 
victories which were soon to make the 
name of Kgmont like the sound of a 
trumf et throughout the whole coun- 
try, Tall, jaagnificent in costume, 
with dork fiowing hair, soft brown eye, 
smooth cheek, a slight moustache, and 
features of almost femimue delicacy; 
such was the gallant and ^-fated 
moral Egmsnt.^ The Count of Horn, 
too, wi& bold, sullen face, and fan- 
shaped beard— a brave, honest, discon- 
tented, quarrelsome, unpopular man ; 
those other twins in doom — the llar- 
quis Beighen and the Lord of Mon- 
tdgny; the Baron Beilaymont, biare, 
intensely royal, insatiably giccdy for 
office and wages, but who, at least, 
never served but one party; the Duke 
of Arschot, who was to sci\e all, essay 
to rule all, and to betray all — a si'len- 
did seignor, magnificent m cramoisy 
velvet, but a poor creature, who traced 
his pedigree fiom Adam,^ according 
to the family monumental inscriptions 
at Louvain, but w ho was bettei known 
ss grand-nephew of the empeioi’s fa- 
mous tutor, Chiovrcs; the bold, de- 
bauched Brederode, with handsome, 
. reckless face and tin bulcnt demeimoui , 
the infamous Koii'carmcs, whose name 
was to bo covciod with et^niol execia- 
tion, for aping towards Us own com- 
patriots and kindred as much of Alva's 
atrocities and ai aiice as he wa;^ per- 
mitted to cxcicisc; the distinguished 
soldiers, Moghen and Areiiiboi g — these, 
with many others whose deeds of arms 
were to become celebrated throughout 
Europe, were all couspicuous in the 
brilliant crowd. There, too, waa that 

1 In the royal gallery atsAmstordam tlieio 
ore Tory good original poUi-aits of Egmont, 
Horn, Alv.a, Oi.iiigo and all Ins brutlicis, 
besides many otlier ooutomporaiy pic- 
tures. 

s ** Ampbus ibi, res mirondso. marmorca 
pnncipnm Groyoruni monument, ibi gutco- 
logiam bucum do Arcsebot ab Adamo usque 
ad pnescutes." etc. — Guicciardini, p lOS 
(art Lovanuim). 

’Yita Viglii ab Aytta Zuichcmi ab ipso 
Vigbo Scripta. Apud Uojnck v Papou- 
dxeebt, 1 1-S3.^ LcvcusbcschiyTing boioo- 
mede Ned. Koaneu und Vrouwen, iv Td-Sk 
Piosopograpbia Viglii, Ex. Buf Fclri Cecodo 
sfi. do Frlsito apud liioucfi. * 


• 

learned Frisian, President Viglius/ 
crafty, plausible, adroit, Sequent — ai' 
small, briik man, with long yellow', 
hair, ghttering green eyes ^ row^, 
tumid, rosy cheeks, and flowing heard.’ 
Foremost among the Spanish grandees, 
and dose to Philip, stood the famoud 
favourite. Buy Gomez, or as he warf 
familiarly called “Be y Gomez”’" 
(King and Gomez), a man of meil> 
diond aspect, with coal-black hair uffil 
heard, gleaming eyes, a face pallid 
with intense application, and slen- 
der but handsome figure;’ while in 
immediate attendance upon the Em- 
peror waa the umnoital Prince of 
Oiange. 

Such were a few only of tbe most 
X>rouuuunt in that gay throng, whose 
fui tunes, m pait, it will he our duty 
lo muiate; how many of them passing 
through all this glitter to a d^k and 
mj steiioiis doom ! — some to perish on 
Xmblic scaffolds, some by midnight 
assassination ; others, more fortunate; 
to fall on the battle-field — ^nearly all, 
sooner or later, to he lard in bloody 
graves I 

All the company present had risen 
to then feet as the Emperoi entm-ed. 
By his command, all immediately often 
wards resumed their places. 'Ste 
benches at cither end of the platfoim 
were aecuidmgly filled with the royal 
and pimcely personages invited with 
the Fleece Knights, w coring the insig- 
ni.) of their order, with the members 
of Gie three great councils, and with 
the governors. The Emperor, the 
King, and tho Queen of Hungary, were 
left conspucuouB in the centre of tlie 
scene. As the whole object of the 
ceremony wae to present on impressive 

* ** Ma il titolo pzincipalo cbe glivion d<ito 
k di Ito 1 Gomez et non di Itui Gomez, jioi eba 
non pax cue sia state mai alcun tiomo del 
mondo cen olcuu pxiiicipo di tanta autonta 
et coBi amato dal aiio signor com ogli da 
questo lit ” — Bolazinno del Cl Fed Bado- 
vaio llitoniato ambasciateic della Scr. Bep. 
Vcnctio^ raniio IttT. tld. Blbl. da Boiuv 
goguc, No 6085 bis 

* “iluy Gomez— d’eta di 39 onnl, di ma- 
dioci’c faUtiiia, hn ocebi pienl di sp’c^ di polo 
o baiba ncio o ncAo, di aottd oaaidura, di 
gagbtuda coniplcsaioue, ma par debole forea . 
lH.r rincrcdibile iaticho oho egli t^tieue, la 
tpiolo lo tiuno molto pallido,” etc.— Bode- 
varo tlG. 
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exhibition^ it ia worth our while to 
exanune minutely the appearance of 
the two principal characters 
tfihkiTy the Fifth wab then fifty five 
yeora and eight mouths old) but he 
was already decrepit with piematme 
old age He was of about the middle 
height) and had been athletic and well 
propoitioned. Bioad in the shoulders, 
deep in the che-at, thin m the flank, 
muscular in tiie cbima and legs, he 
had been able to m itch himself with 
all oompetitois m the tourney and the 
nng;, and to vanG[uish the bull uith 
his own hand m the favouiito u itional 
amusement of Spam He had been 
able m the field to do the duty of 
captain and soldier, to euduie fatigue 
and exposuie, and every piiv ition ex 
cept fa^mg^ These peiaonil advm 
tages were now departed Giippled in 
hands, knees, and legs, he supported 
himu ftlf with difficulty upon a crutch, 
with the aid of an atteudant'a ahoui 
der^ In face he had alviajs been ex 
tremely ugly, and time had cci tamly 
not improved his phjoiognimy Hte 
hair, once of a light coloui, wis now 
white with age, close clipped and bust 
Img , his beard w is gi vy, coarse, and 
shaggy His foiehe^ was spacious 
affil commanding, the e^e was dark 
blue, with an expieasion both majestic 
and benignant Hia nose was aquilme 
but crooked. The lower part of his 
face was famous for its deformity The 
under hp, a Burgundian iiihenta^e. 


as faithfully transmitted as^e duedy 
and county, was heavy and hingmg; 
the lower jawprotrudmgso farbejond 
theupper,tiiatitwas impossible toi him 
to brmg tegether the few fragments ui 
teeth which still remamet^ or to ^pcalc 
a whole sentence m an^ mtelhgible 
voice Eating and talking, occupations 
to which he was always much addicted, 
weld becoming daily more arduous in 
consequence^ of this oiiginal defect, 
which now seemed haidly human, but 
rather an oiigmal defoimity ’ 

So much for the fathei The sou, 
Phibp the Second, was a small niDa^iG 
man, much below the mid lie height, 
with thm legb, a naiiow cheat, and the 
shnnlang timid air of 'tn habiluil iii 
vahd * He seemed so little, up )n liis 
first visit to his aunta, the Queens 
Eleanor and Mary,* accustomed 
look upon pioper men lu FLmdei's and 
Germany, th^t he v as * im to win theii 
favour by making ceitun attompU iii 
the touinamcut,® in v Inch lus buccl s 
was sufficiently pioblematicaL "Ilia 
body,’ says ma professed panegyuit, 
''was but a humm cage, m which 
however biief and narrow, dwelt % 
soul to whose flight the immeasuiable 
expanse of heaven was too con 
tracted”^ The same wholesale atl 
mirer odds, that " his aspect was so 
reverend, that rustics who met him 
alone m a wtod, without xnowing h m, 
bow^ down with ins^mctive veneia 
tion** In face be was the living 


i Font Heut xiv S 40 a Compare Itel \ 
none di Hlarmo Gavalli in Albcn, eer l yoI 
u 209 , Badovaio BeU/ione 1113 
**Hosfeeni non semcl pioprui maau fv 
lions ’—Font Heut 
‘'Haimizzato il toro, ’ etc— Marmo 
vilh 

*Pont Heut xiv 839 
* Font Hout XIV 346 Balovaro M3 — 
il fionte spalioso, gli occhi cclcsti, il 
naso aqui\mo alquauto toito la mabcclU in 
fcriore lunga e loiga onio avviene choeila 
non pub con giungcie i denli et ncl Anir !<* 
wole non b ben intosa Ha poclu 
oinanti et frocidi, le c irm belle, la buta 
corto, spmosa ot cauuta ” j 

Comp Gkisx) ConUrmi apud Albeii ser i 
u p 60 **Tutta lamoscella infcnoro o 
canto lungb’i cho non pa;« notui al« ma pa < 
poUxeei^ ondeawienoclro non pub cliiudcn 
TO la bocM congiungere le droti inforion con 
11 Bupmor^ ma gli nmono Bp'izio della gros- 

F ud'undonto ondonel pailnie Tnaasiine 
nniro della (dau&ula, bUbuti ire qual cUe 


paiolB la quale spesso non auiccudo inolto 
bone 

* Badovaio M3 — •* G di st itura piccolo cl 
membri minuti — la buaro nplosbiouo b flcin 
matica ot malciiconica — Rolaziouo del M 
M Giovan Mu lido Vciiuto Ainbi**c din 
ghilton i d muo 1 oj 7 * — ^ mfomi > a 
1 detudinano non solo peicho Bia n it ii il 
monte dobilo etspersona di poca anzi cli 
ncsBuno exoroitio, ’ etc — M3 Bib do Bo iiu , 
Ho 6003 

** Auncmelespaiccio pequolo do cuoipo 
— acostumbradas a icr los Aloiiiauncs " etc 
— Cabrera Vita do Folipe Segundo, Roy de 
Ls{nna(Mad 1610) lib i IZ 

* Cabrera, ubi sup 

T “Como Bi fUora ol cuorpo umana jauli 
quo por niaa brovo 1 mosostieolnno U 
ammo a cuvo buolo sea peque&a la redond ir 
dclciclo Cabicra i 12 

* quo de los lustico^quo m le couo- 
scioion Di Yieron en comp^lia e solo en nna 

L Bclva, juz^ndole dogno do toda vonomcion, 
I OtasaludafioconrovoioQciA ’—Cab ja, i 4 






of lifl faiilier,^ having the same 
broad forehead^ and blue eye> with the 
saane aquiline, but better propoiv 
tioned, nose. In the lower part of the 
countenance, the remarkable Burgun* 
dian 4ef onm^ was likewise reproduced. 
He had the^ame heavy, hanging lip, 
with a vast^mouth, and monatruu^y 
protruding lower jaw.^ His com- 
plexion was fair, his hair light and 
thin, hia beard yellow, short, and 
pointed^ ^Ho had the ^poct of a 
Fleming, but the loftiness of a Spa- 
niard^ Hia demeanour in publio w^ts 
still, silent, fdmobt sepulchral. He 
looked habitually on the ground when 
he conversed, was chary of speech, em- 
barrassed, and even suffering in mon- 
nei * This was ascribed partly to a 
uatural haughtiness, v.'hich he had 
occasionally endeavoured to ovoicomo, 
and jiaitly to habitual pains iii the 
stomach, occasioned by his inordinate 
fondness for pastry.^ 

Such was the personal appearance of 
the man who was about to receive into 
his single hand the destuiies of half 
the world j whose single will was, for 
the future, to shapo the foi'tuues of 
eveiy individual then present, of many 
millions more m Europe, America, and 
at the ends of the earth, and of count- 
less millions yet unborn 

The three royal personages being 
seated upon chairs placecf tnangulaily 
under the canopy,' such of the audi- 
ence as had seats provided forethem 
now took their places, and the pro- 
ceedings commenced. Philibert de 
Bruxelles, a member of the privy 


1 **L'istoasa imagine e intonto dolVlmpo- 
ratoro suo padre, confomnissimo di cariie et 
di fiiccia et Imoamcnto con quclla bocca ot 
Ubi’O pendaute piU diiU nltio ct oon fcviite 
Taltre quabta del Imp. ma da minor bto- 
tura Mlcbolo MS * 

s Slichelo MA and Badoraro MS. ^*'11 
bibro di sotto grosso cho gli doadice al quanto 
-~£:Dnt grande e Iwlla, gl'occhi di color 
celcsto ot assoi grande,” etc etc. 

» • • Porta la barba corta, poututa d di polo 
bianco ot biondo et ba apparonza di flamengo 
ma altiero porcbe sta au lo mauiore di Spag- 
niiolo **— Ruiovaro MS. 

* BvIovSto ms 

* “Ma non guarda ordmanamonte clii 
nogotia ot tloi gb occhi bassi In torro.”-* 
Baoovaro MS. 

* “ Bi come la natura ba fatto M di 
AoxDO dobolo cosl )’ha fiitto al quvito d’ar^iao 


council of the Hctherlafids, arose at 
the Emperor's command, and made a 
long oration." He spoke of the Em- 
peior's warm affection for the pro- 
vinces, as the land of bis birtSf; of tts . 
deep regret that his broken herjth and , 
failing i»owera,both of body and mind,^ 
compelled him to resign his sovc-l 
reignty, and to seek rehef for his sliat- 
tered fianie in a more genial climate.* 
0£Qsar*B gout was then depicted in “ 
energetic language, which must h^ 
cost him a twinge as he sat there and 
listened to the councillor's eloquence. 
" *Ti 8 a mofst truculent executioner,” 
said Philibert : " it invades the whole 
body, from the crown of the head to 
the soles of the feet, leavmg nothing 
untouched. It contracts the nerves 
with intolerable anguish, it enters the 
bones, it fjeezes the , marrow, it con- 
veits the lubricating fluids of the joints 
mm chtilk, it ])au3ea not until, Imving 
exhausted and debilitated the whole 
body, it has rendered all its necessary 
Insi^meuts useless, and conquered 
the mind by immense torture.'*^ En- 
gaged ill mortal struggle with such an 
enemy, Ciesar felt himself obliged, as 
tho councillor proceeded to inform hia 
audience, to change the scene of the 
contest from the humid air of Flanders 
tA the warmer atmosphere of Spam. 
He rejoiced, however, that Ziis son was 
both vigoious and experienced, and 
th'it his lecent marriage with the 
Queen of England had furnished the 
pfoviuces with a most valuable alii- 
auce.^^ He then again refeired to the 
Emperor’s boundless love for his sub- 

timido— et quanto S'^U clTetti dello tempe- 
rau/a oUo ocuode nol maugi'iro quality didl^ 
RpcUolmcnte intomo b pasticci.''— Bodovaro 
MS. 

0 pastisco dogbe di stomaco o cbd 
finnclu '—Ibid. 

•*— spefstasimo sotto posto olio dolor! 
di stomacho ” — Cliov Micbclo MS. 

T Goclelacvus. Bo Alxlicitiono, cic p 64& 

• Gich ml Anal Bcl-f Sl.-lc2 P Bor, i e. 

* T, 1. 3, i Pont, lleub. xjw 
Godvl lOMiR 040, 042 

Pv^it llout. 3 iO — Tlie histonan xvas 
sont at tho ccrcinonv, and gives a very fa’fl 
icport of tUo iqicochos, all of which be heard. 
His im.]^in.ation juay have assisted his me- 
mory in the task.^ Tl\e other repoilers of tlA 
council's h.'wnngite h.<ivc 1*6(21100(1 this potlio* 
logical flight of rhetoric lo a % small com- 
pnaa. u Pont Heut , ubi sun 
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jccts, and ooncluded with a tremen- 
dous, but superfluous, eidiortatiou to 
Philip on the necessity of maintaining 
tile Cathidio religion in its purity. 
Agaeac long harangue, which has 
been fully reported by several histo- 
rians who were present at the cere- 
mony, the councillor proceeded to read 
the deed of cession, by which Philip, 
already sovereign of Sicily, Naples, 
raan, and titular King of England, 
nmce, and Jerusalem, now received 
ail the duchies, marquisates, earldoms, 
baronies, cities, towns, and castles of 
the Burgundian property, including, of 
course, the seventeen Netherlands.^ 

As I)e Bruxelles finished, there was 
a buzz of admiration throughout the 
assembly, mingled with murmurs of 
regret, in the present great dan- 
ger upon the frontiers from the belli- 
gerent King of Prance and his warlike 
and restless nation, the provinces 
should he left without their ancient 
tnd puissant defender.’ The Emperor 
then rose to his feet. Leaning on his 
crutch, he beckoned from his seat the 
personage upon whose arm he had 
leaned as he entered the hall. A tall, 
handsome youth of twenty-two came 
forward — a man whose name hom 
that time forward, and os long as his- 
tot^ shall endure, has been, and will be, 
more familiar than any other in the 
mouths of Netherlandeis. At that 
day he had rather a southern than a 
German or Flemish appearance. He 
had 'a Spanish cast of features, daitc, 
well chiselled, and cymmetneah His 
head was small and well placed upon 
his shoulders. His hair was oUirk 
brown, as were also bis moustache and 
peaked beard. His forehead was lofty, 
spacious, and already prematuiely en- 
graved with the anxious lines of 
thought. His eyes were full, brown, 
well opened, and expressive of ]iru- 
fdund reflection.’ He was dresecd in 


* dodetaevus, 640, 641. 

’ Pont. Heut. xiv. 838, sqq. 
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the magnificent apparel fo ^bich .ha 
Ketherlanders were celebrated above 
all other nations^ and wliich the cere- 
mony rendered necesEBiy. His pre- 
sence being considered indispensable 
at this great ceremony, he had.>bccn 
summoned but recently from the camp 
on the fi-onticr, where, notwithstand- 
ing his youth, the £m}ieror had ajv- 
jiointed him to command his army 
in chief against such antagonists os 
Admiral Cohgny and the Luc ds 
Nevers.* ’’ 

Thus supported upon his crutch 
and upon the shoulder of William 
of Orange,’ the Emperor proceeded 
to addreas the states, by the aid of 
a closely-written brief w hich he held 
in bis hand.’ He reviewed rapidly 
the progress of events from his set i ii- 
teenth year up to that day. He spoke 
of his nine expeditions into Germany, 
SIX to Spain, seven to Italy, four to 
France, ten to the NetberlimJs, two 
to England, as many to Africa, and of 
his eleven voyages by sea. He sketched 
his 1 ariouB w ars, victories, and treaties 
of peace, assuring his hearers that the 
welfare of his subjects and the security 
of the Boman Catholic religion had 
ever been the leading objecte of his 
life As long as God had granted him 
health, he continued, only enemies 
could hare regretted that (Carles was 
living and reigning; but now that hia 
strength was but vanity, and life fast 
ebbing away, his love for his dominion, 
his afi’ection for his subjects, and his 
regard for their interests, required his 
departure. Instead of a decrepit man 
with one foot m the grave, he pre- 
sented them with a sovereign in the 
prime of life and the vigour of health. 
Turning toward Philip, he observed, 
that for a dymg father to bequeath so 
magnificent an empire to his son was a 
deed worthy of gratitude, but that 
when the father thus descended to the 


Pnnee QmUaume, Pnnee d’Oianao. — Byl- 
vias, 1581, pp 88, 30, 31 

’ "SuTeens igitur, ctm nede staas, dextni 
ob imljccilhtatem scipiom, Biiiistis bumcni 
Gubelml Nassauvii, Auxautii pnaapis **» 
Pont. Heat. 838. 

B ** Et mombrnnida eorum quic ad sena. 
turn Toforre Btataisset capito colitiucnte 
nicmm ad^avans,''— GoOulaevus, 643. 





tBiBS.] 

grwe befoil his time, and bjan antici- 
pated and Uving buiial sought to pro- 
\fide for the welfare of his realms and 
the grandeur of his son, the benefit 
thus conferred was surely far greater. 
He aiiOed, th^ the debt wo\ild be paid 
to him and ;^ith usury, should Phihp 
conduct hunself m his administration 
of the proTinces with a wise and afitec- 
tionate regard to their true interests. 
Posterity would applaud his abdication, 
^ould bis .sou })ro^ e wonhy of his 
bounty; and that could only be by 
living in the fear of God, and by main- 
taining law, justice, and the (Jathohc 
religion in idl their punty, as the true 
foundation of the reohn. In conclu- 
sion, he entreated the estates, and, 
through them, the nation, to render 
obedience to tlieir new Xh-ince, to 
maintain concord and to prescn-e m- 
violate the Cathohc fiiith; begging 
them, at the same time, to pardon him 
aU errors or offences which he might 
have committed towards them duiing 
his reign, and assuiing them that he 
should unceasmgly remember their 
obedience and auection in his every 
prayer to that Being to whom the 
remainder of his life was to be dedi- 
cated.^ 

Such brave words as these, so many 
vigorous asseverations of attempted 
performance of duty, s^oh feivent 
hopes exjucsscd of a benjgn admiiiib- 
trntion in behalf of the son, could not 
but affect the sensibihties of' the 
audience, already excited and soft- 
ened by the impiessiie cluuacter of 
the whole display Sobs weie heard 
throughout every portion of the hall, 
and tears poured profusely from every 
eye. The Fleece Knights on the plat^ 
form and the buighers m the back- 
ground weie aU melted with she same 
emotion. As for the Emperor himself, 
ho sank almost faintmg upon his chair 
as he concluded his address. An ashy 
paleness overspread his countenance. 
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and he wept like a child.8 Even the ' 
icy Philip was almost softened, as he * 
rose to perform his port m the cere- 

his father's feet, he reveren^ kis^S 
his hand. Charles placed his boTida 
solemnly upon his son’s head, mode 
the sign of the cross, and blessed him 
in the name of the Holy Trinity.’ 
Then raising bim in his arms he ten- 
derly embraced him, saying, as he dM 
so, to the great potentate around him, 
that he felt a sincere compassion for 
the son on whose shoulders so heavy a 
weight had just devolved, and which 
only a hfe-Iong labour would enable 
biTn to support.* Philip now uttered 
a few wor^ expressive of his duty to 
his father and his affection for his 
people. Turning to the orders, he sig- 
uilled his regret that he was unable to 
address them either in the French or 
Flemish language, and was therefore 
obliged to ask their attention to the 
Bishop of Arras, who would act os his 
interpreter.* Antony Perrenot aocord-,_ 
ingly aiose, and in smooth, fluent, ond- 
weU-tmmed commonplaces, expremed'- 
at great length the gratitude of Philip 
towards his father, with his fiim deter- 
mmation to walk in the path of duty,' 
and to obey his father’s counsels and 
example m the future administralfiou 
of the provmces ' This long address 
of the prelate was responded to at equal 
length by Jacob Maas, member of the 
Council of Brabant, a man of great 
leai-ning, eloquence, and prolixity, who 
had been selected to reply on behalf of 
the statcB-general, and who now, in the 
name of these bodies, acceptkl the 
abdication m an elegant and oompli-^ 
mentary harangue.’ Queen Mary of 
Hungary, the “ Christian widow" of 
Erasmus,' and Begent of the Hether- 
lands during the post twenty-five yeaiB, 
then rose to resign her office, making 
a brief addiess expressive of her affeo- 
tion for the peojile, her regrets at leavi 

'Giicljud. Anitl Bell; , ubi sup. Font. 
Heut Bor. ubi sop Godoloevus reports 
tho bishop's Bpoeoli m six folio oolumna of 
thcniostfioi\lugcc|imonplace. DeAbdioab 
642; sqq • 0 
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ing them, end her hopes that oU enors 
' wmch she might have committed dur- 
ing her long administration would be 
ImgWen her. Ag ain the redundant 
Iffias rei^onded, asserting in terms of 
fre^ compliment and elegance the 
uniform satisfaction of the prorincea 
vrith her oonduct during her whole 
career.^ 

The orations and replies haring now 
l;^'>n brougjit to a close, the ceremony 
was terminated. The Bmperor, lean- 
ing on the ehoulders of the Prince of 
Orange and of the Count de £uren,> 
slowly left the hall, fallowed by Philip, 
the Queen of Hungary, and the whole 
court; aU in the same order in which 
they had entered, and by the same 
passage into the chapel ' 

It is obrious that the drama had 
been completely eucceaafuL It hod 
been a scene where heroic eell-eaan&ce, 
touching confidence, ingenuons lore of 
duty, patriotism, and paternal affection, 
upon one side ; filial reverence, with a 
solemn regard for public duty and the 
highest interests of tiio people, on the 
other, wore supposed to be tbo predo- 
minant sentiments. The happiness of 
the Hetherlands was apparently the 
only object contemplated in the great 
I tsuisaction. All had played well their 
parts in the past, all hope<l the best in 
the times which were to follow. The 
abdicating Bmperorwaa looked upon 
as a hero and a prophet. The stoge 
was drowned in tears. There is |}ot 
the least doubt as to the genuine and 
universal emotion which vras excited 
tbrongbout the Assembly. “ Casar's 
oration," says Secretary Godel.aevus, 
who was present sc the coioinony, 
“ deeply moved the nobility and gen- 
try, many of vhom burst into te,irs; 
even the illustrions Knights of tiie 
Heece were molted.” * The historian, 
Fontus Heuterus, who, then twenty 
, years of age, was likewise among the 
audience, attests that “ most of the 
assembly were dissolved in tears ; 
‘ uttering the while such sonorous sobs 

‘ iPont. Heut., Godelaevus, Bor, Hofei cu, 
uU sup. • 
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as compelled his, Cseaaiean Aajesty 
the Queen to cry with them. My “v® 
face," he adds, "was certainly i®®?!®" 
wet." ‘ The Kngliah envoy. Sir . 
Mason, describing in a despatch t^V® 
Government the scene yhich ljl 
just witnessed, paints the game pictur^ 
" The Emperor,” he said, " begged the 
forgiveness of his subjects if he had 
ever unwittingly omitted the perfor- 
mance of any of his duties towards 
them. And here,” contimies the en- 
voy, “he broke into a weeping, where- 
unto, besides the dolefuluess of the 
matter, I think, he was moche pro- 
voked by Boeing the whole company 
to do the lyke before; ihere be^g in 
myue opinion not one man in the 
whole assemblie, stronger or another, 
that dewring the time of a good piece 
of his oration poured not out os abun- 
dantly teares, some more, some lease. 
And yet he prayed them to boare with 
his imperlectiouB, proceeding of his 
sickly age, and of the mentioning of so 
tender a matter as the departing from 
Buchasortof deroandlevingsubjecls ”* 
And yet what was tho Emperoi 
Charles to the inhabitants of tbo 
Notheilands that they should weep 
for him* llis conduct towards them 
during his whole career had been one 
of immitigated oppression. What to 
them were "U these forty voyages by 
sea and land, these joumeymgs back 
and forth from Friesland to Tunis, 
from''Madrid to Vienna 1 The interests 
of the Hetherlands had never been 
even a secondary consideration'' wi% 
their master. He had fulfilled no duty 
towards them, ho had committed the 
gravest crimes against them. He had 
regarded them merely as a treasury 
upon which to draw; while the sums 
which he extofted were spent upon 
ceaseless and senseless wars, which 
were of no moie interest to them than 
if they had been waged in another 
planet. Of five millions of gold annu- 
ally, which he derived from all his 
realms, two milhons came from tiiese 

mas ttiam lUusfaus aurol Velleiia equites 
Gndol 612. • Pout Hout. aiv 836-339. 
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'bidutriouBland opulent provinces, 
trliile but a hall million came from 
Spain and another half from the 
Indies.^ The mines of wealth which 
had been opened by the hand of in- 
dustiy* in tb^t slender teiritoiy of 
ancient mor^ and thicket, ’ con- 
tributed four times os much income 
to the imperial exchequer os ail the 
boosted wealth of Mexico and Peru. 
Tet the artisans, the farmeis, and the 
merchants, Ijy whom these ftches were 
produced, were consulted about as 
much in the exiicuditure of the im- 
posts upon their industry ns were the 
savages of America as to the distribu- 
tion of the miiieial treasures of their 
soiL The nvaiiy of the houses of 
Habsburg and A^alois, this was the 
abaoihing Ihcnie, during the gieatcr 
part of the rcigu which li.id juot been 
BO dramatically teiminated. To gain 
the empire over Pnmeis, to leave to 
Don Philip a richer heritage than the 
Dauphm could expect, were the great 
motives of the unparalleled energy dis- 
played hy Chailea during the longer 
and the moie successful portion of his 
career. To crush the Iteformatinn 
throughout his dominions, was ids 
occupation afterwaid, till he aban- 
doned the field in despair. It was 
certainly not desiiablo for the Nether- 
landers that they should Jje thus con- 
trolled by a man who forced them to 
contribute so hugely to the success of 
schemes, some of which were at'bost 
iudifieieut, and others eiituely odious 
to them. They paid 1,200,000 crow ns 
a-year teguhuly ; they paid in five 
years an extraordmaiy aiiMdy of eight 
millions of ducats, and the slates were 




roundly rebuked by the edurQy repre- 
sentatives of their despot, if t^y pre- 
sumed to require iuto the objects of 
the appropriations, or to express an 
interest in their judicious adnmiisti#' 
tion.* Yet it may he supposed to 
hare been a matter of indifference to 
them whether Francis or Charles had 
won the day at Pavia; and it certainly 
was not a causa of triumph to the 
daily increasing thousands of relieioiy. 
reformeis in Holland and Slanders, 
that their brethren had been crushed 
by the Emperor at Miihlberg, But it 
was not alone that he drained their 
ti'easure, and hampered their industry. 
He was in constant conflict with their 
ancient and dearly-bought pohticul 
liberties Like his ancestor Charles 
the Bold, he was desirous of coustruct- 
mg a kingdom out of the provinces. 
He wss disposed to place all their 
separ.ate and individual chartere on a 
Proci'iistciin bed, and shape them ail 
into uniformity, sunply by reduemg; 
the whole to a nullity. The dlfB.-^ 
culties in the way, the stout opposition. 
ofifered by burghers, whose fafliers had' 
gamed these chaitcrs with their blood, 
aud his waut of leisure during the vast 
labours which devolved upon him sa- 
the autocrat of so large a portion ^ 
the woild, caused him to defer inde- 
finitely the execution of his plan. He 
found time only to crush some of the 
foremost of the hbersl instituiions of 
th^pi-ovinces m detail. He found the 
city of Toumay a happy, thriving, 
Bclf-govemed little republio in all its 
local aHairs; he destroyed its liberties 
without a tolerable pretext, and re- 
duced it to the condition of a Spanish 
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cinque mxliioni d’ora d'inti'aca in tempo di 
paeCf cio6 mez della moz dalle Indie, 

UQO da Itlilano et da Uicilm, ua aUrodi Futn- 
di'a et dalh paesi basa* altro " llolazioue 
dti Cl, 31. Mich. Sunano 318 Bib do iiourg . 
No 12, 871. 

**Le reudite de 5. M. (dnlli paesi bami) 
zone al pi'escnto da un muliono et 150 ecudi 
•^ma m poco pih da ciiique anni ven^ono 
od hav^ contnuuito i Fi.imiuongin cU etm- 
ordlnario quasi otto milhonl d'oTK) e tutto 
11 peso Bi fuo dir vion poii^to dalla Flnndra 
Brabantio, Olanda e Zeloudo." — Badovaro 
HB. 

^Badoraro estimated the annual Table of 
buttor^and choose produced in tiiose t 


dowB which Hollfuid had rescued from the 
ocean at 800,000 crowns, a sum which, ma^ 
ing allowance for the difibrence m the pns- 
sent Talue of money from that which it bore 
in 1557, would represont nearly eight mil- 
lions (HS Belazione), lu agriculture, com- 
merce, nod manufactures, thelfctliorlondcKS 
were tho foroioost nation in the world. The 
fita ICS of AiTOSy Toumay, Brussels, liOUTain, 
Ghent, eBrugos, woi'o entirely unilTaU^ 
Antwerp was the great commeroi&l metro- 
pohb of Chnstendom. Aversa^^BoysBado* 

vaio, **e Btimata^a mo^ore piazza del 
3£ondo — si pub creo^ quanto sia l% 80 inxaa 
BI afferma pasBore 40 mlUioni (Toro 
quolli che incontanto gimno * 
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or lioliaa ^Tmcul tomi^ His me- 
moiAble imastiseiiient of Ghent for 
IrnTisg dared to assert its ancient 
lights of self-taxation, is eufficiently 
lAorm^to the world, and has been 
already narrated at length.* Many 
other instances might be adduced, if it 
were not a superhuous task, to prove 
that Charles was not only a pohtical 
despot, hut most arbitrary and cruel 
h^he exercise of his despotism. 

^^ut if his mna against the Nether- 
lands had been only those of financial 
and political oppression, it would he at 
least conceivahle, although certainly 
not commendahle, that the inhabitants 
should have regietted his departure. 
Hut there are far darker crimes for 
which he stands arraigned at the bar of 
history, and it is indeed strange that the 
man who had committed them should 
have heen permitted to speak his fare- 
well amid blended plaudits and tears. 
Eis hand planted the Inquisition m 
the Netherlands. Before Ms day it is 
idle to say that the diahohcal institu- 
tion ever had a place there. The 
isolated cases m whiuh inquisitors had 
exercised functions proved the absence 
and not the presence of the system, 
and win be discussed in a later chap- 
ter. Charles introduced and organised 
^apal Inquisition, aide by si^ with 
those terrible “ placards ” of his inven- 
tion, which constituted a masked In- 
quhation even more cruel than that of 
Spain, The execution of the system 
was never permitted to languish, The 
number of Netherlandeis who were 
burned, strangled, beheaded, or buned 
alive, in obedience to his edicts, and for 
theofEencesof readingthe Sciipturee, of 
looking askance at a giaien image, or 
of ridiciihug the actual presence of 
the body and blood of Cbiist in a 
wafer, have been placed os high as one 
hundred thousand by distmguished 
authorities, and hare raiely bem put 
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at a lower mark than fift^thousaud,' 
The Venetian envoy Navigero esti- 
mated the victima in the provinces of 
Holland and Ifnesland alone at thirty 
thousand, and this in 1646,* ten yeats 
before the abdicarion, and five^efore 
the promulgation of thejiideoos edict 
of 1660 1 

The edicts and the Inquisition were 
the gift of Charles to the Netheilands, 
in rrtum for their wasted troosiu'e and 
their cona&nt obedience. For this, 
his name deserves to bo banded doii n 
to eternal infamy, not only throngbout 
the Netherlands, bat in every land 
where a single heart beats for political 
or religiouB freedom. To eiadicate 
these institutions after they had been 
watered and watched by the care of 
his successor, was the work of an 
eighty years’ war, in the couiae of 
which miffions oi hvea were saciificciL 
Yet the abdicating Empeiur had sum 
moned his fiiithfuT estates around him, 
and stood up before them in his iin- 
penal rubes for the last time, to tell 
them of the affeotionate regard which 
he had always home them, and to 
mingle his tears with theirs. 

Could a single phantom hare risen 
from one of the many thousand giaies 
where human beings had been thiust 
alive by his decree, periiapstheie might 
bare been an answer to the question 
propoundod^y the Emperor amid all 
that piteous weeping. Perhaps it 
might have told the man who asked 
his hearera to be forgiven if ho had 
ever unwittingly offended them, that 
there was aworldwheieitwos deemed 
an offence to torture, strangle, bum, 
and drown one’s innocent fellow-crea- 
tures. The usual but trifiing excuse 
for such enormities cannot be pleaded 
for the Emperct. Charles was no fa- 
natic. The man whose armies sacked 
Borne, who laid his aaciilegious hands 
on Christ's vicegerent, and kept the 
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infadUble b(Jd of the Church a prisoner 
to sei-ve his own political eudSj was /A an 
no bigot. Ho believed, in nothing, 
save &at when the course of his im- 
perial will was impeded, and the inte- 
rests of his Imserial house in jeopardy, 
pontiffs were^o succumb as well as 
Anabaptists. It was the political 
heresy which lurlced in the restiveness 
of the religious reformers under dogma, 
tradition, and supernatural |anction to 
temporid power which he was disposed 
to combat to the de.ath. He was too 
shrewd a politician not to rccognisethe 
connexion between aspirations for re- 
ligious and for political freedom. His 
hand was ever ready to crush both 
heresies m one. Had he been a true 
son of the Church, a faithful champion 
of her infallibility, lie i\ oiild not have 
submitted to the peace of Passau, so 
long as he could bring a soldier to the 
fiel^ Yet he acquiesced in the He- 
foimaiaon for Germany, while the files 
for burning the reformers were ever 
blazing in the Hetherlands, where it 
was death even to allude to the exist- 
ence of the peace of Passau. Nor did 
he acquiesce only from compulsion, for 
long before his memorable defeat by 
Maurice, he had permitted the German 
troops, with whose services he could 
not dispense, reguhuly to attend Pio- 
testant worship xieiforme^ by their 
own Protestant chaplains.* Lutheran 
preachers marched from city to city ol 
'ihe Netherlands under the imperial 
banner, while the subjects of those 
patrimonial provinces were daily suf- 
fering on the scaffold for their noncon- 
formity. The influence of this gurnson- 
preacl^g upon the progress of the 
Beformation in the Netherlands is 
well known. Charles hated Lutherans, 
but he requued soldie^, and he thus 
helped by his ownpolicy to disseminate 
what, had he been the fanatic which 
he perhaps became in retirement, he 
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would have sacrificed his life to cnislu 
It is quite tiue that the growing Cal- 
vinism of the provinces was more 
dangerous, both religiously and^olitj^ 
cally, than the Protestantism of the 
German princes, which had not yet 
been formally pronounced heresy, but 
it is thus the more evident that it was 
political ratlier than religious hetero- 
doxy which the despot wished to sup- 
press. ^ 

No man, however, could have been 
more observant of religious rites. Ho 
heard mass daily. He listened to a 
sermon every Sunday and holiday. He 
confessed and received the sacrament 
four times a-year. He was sometimes 
to be seen in his tent at midnight, on 
his knees before a crucifix wi& eyes 
and hands uplifted. He ate no meat 
in Lent, and used extraordinary dili- 
gence to discover and to puni^ any 
m.an, whether courtier or plebeian, who 
failed to fast during the whole forty 
days.^ He was too good a politician 
not to know the value of broad phy- 
lacteries and long prayers. He was 
too nice an observer of human nature 
not to know how easily mint and cum- 
min could BtiU outweigh the " weigh- 
tier matteia of law, judgment, mercy 
and faith;” as if the founder of th» 
rehgion which he professed, and to 
mamtain which he had established the 
Inquisition and the edicts, had never 
cried woe upon the Pharisees. Yet 
thej^e is no doubt that the Kmjieror 
was at times almost popular in the 
Netherlands, and that he was never as 
odious as his successor. There were 
some deep reasons for this, and some 
superficiid ones ; among others, a sin- 
gularly fortunate manner. He spoke 
German, Spanish, Italian, French, and 
Flemish, and could assume the cha- 
racteristics of each country as easily 
os he could use its language. He could 
be stately with Spaniards, fiuuiliar 


1 ** Ha Sua M. in tutti i suoi ragiona- 

msnti et atti ostenon mostrato haver la fodo 
catt, msomipnosBcrvanzo, ot iii tuttalavita 
sua ha udita la inosse ogni giomo ct gxaii 
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feaarsi ct communicarsi ogni anno qnatro 

volte e qnando alia si ritrova al Ingol- 

Btadt ct aviuuata al exercitio degli protea- 
tniti, /u valuta mezza notte nol sue podl- 
ghoue m gin occliloneavanti un orooifisso con 
Id mam quinto ct la quadra^jaima%inaMS 
fi.ee una diLigeuza eatnmdmana pgr tuUvtdm 
e/li neue eorte mqguava came," etc. etg.-^ 
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with Flemings, witt y with. Italims 
He couM Bb^e down a bull m the 
nng like a matador at Madnd, or win 
the prize in the tomney like a knight 
ffi old^he could nde at the nng with 
the Flemish nobles, hit the popmjay 
with hiB crossbow among Antwerp 
artisans, or diink beer and exchange 
rude jests with the boors of Brabant 
For A^ues suoh as these, his grave 
^mmes against God and man, agamst 
^^gion and chartered and solemnly 
sworn rights, have been palhated, os if 
oppression became more tolerable be 
cause the oppressor was an accom 
plished Unguist and a good matksman 
But the great reason for his popu 
ionty, no ^ubt, lay m his military 
gemus Charles was inferior to no 
general of his age “ When he was 
horn mto the world,” said Alva, “ he 
was hem a soldier, ^ andtheFmpeior 
confirmed the statement and reoipie 
oated the compliment, when he de 
clored tlud "the three first captains of 
the age were himself fiist and then 
the Duke of Alia and Constable Mont- 
morenoy ^ It is quite true that all 
hie officers were not of the same opi 
luon, and many were too apt to com 
plam that his constant presence m the 
^Id did more harm than good, and 
"that bis Majesty would do much 
better to etay at home ' There is, 
however, no doubt that he was both a 
good soldier and a good general. He 
was constitutionally fearless, and^he 
assessed great energy and endurance 
He was ever the first to aim when a 
battle was to be fought and the lost j 
to take off his harness* He com j 
manded m person and in chief, esen 
when surrounded by vetci ons and ci ip 
pled by the gout He w as calm m 
great reveises It was said that he 
was never known to change colour 
except upon two occasions, after th e 

1 *Popo acucidcseloa V E quocs lijodc 
iai podia qui en nociondo en ol uiui lo nocio 
EOldado iarfca del Euquo do Alba al j) 
Don Jnan do Austria Document ssmeditos 
paia la Histona de EspafLa \ol ui a-S "83 
*Brant6me Homines lUusticset Glands 
Camtiinoa Eatranmrs jyt Charles V 
, di B Hasigoio — apud Brad 
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fatal desti action of his fle^t at Algiers 


and m the memorable flight fio u 
Innspmok He was of a phlefmatie 
stoical temperament, until shattei 1 
by age and disease, a man without i 
Bontunent and without j tear *It w ■'3 
said by Spamaids thit^hc was not i 
seen to weep, even at the death of ]i i 
nearest relatives and fiiends exo jt 
on the solitary occasion of the dej>ai turo 
of Don Foirinte Gonraga fioin coiiit * 
Such a teApei ament was jm 1 lUt i 
the stormy careei to which he 1> id d 
voted his hte Hewasesoenti'llyam i 
of action, a mihtaiy chief tain lij 

only for my health oiid my life 1 e 
avaa accustomed to sav to the joini, 
officers who oame to him from ca i\ 
part of hie dominions to sen o nn hi 
b s banneis, “for so long os I have 
these I will never leave you idle -t 
Ic wt m Fi anoe I loa e peace no better 
than the rest of you I was lorn an 1 
bred to aims, and must of nocoasitv 
1 oep on my liainess 1 11 T can bcai t 
no longer ‘ lhere«ri s energ a’ll 
the 1 logiii'iccut tianquilhty of !'■“ 
chaiacter made him a hero among 
pi moos, an idol with hw officeis a 
popular iavouiite eaerjwheie 'llic 
Iiomptness with wbieh at much pei 
Bonal hivTid, he dcoccndod hko a 
I’lundeibolt in the midvt of the Ghei t 
inaurrcctioD the juvenile ardour w i i 
which the vmost bedridden man aro * 
from his sickbed to smite the Fto*es 
uintt at Huhlbeig, the grim stoicism 
with which he saw sixty tliou'and el 
his own soldiers peiish in the wint i 
siege of Metr all insured him a lai 
measure of that app’ vuto which ei ei 
follows militarj di tinotion, ospcoialh 
when the man w ho achieves it happens 
to weal a crown He combuied tin 
personal piow#is of a knight of ol 1 
with the more modern accomplish 
m ents o f a scientific tact ician li e 

aiinaisict iltimo 1 spogliirsiha diiuestr (o 
m sonura dcssor pi an capitimo u tP tt 
gisndi otc otc — BxdoiaroMS 

3 Ho dtv Si awuuoli seutito cl o wo 

per alcun acoidcnto di mnito dironpionta U 

mgue no di pi an mmistii suoi call o si it i 
sod ita mongoic sc non olla parbit i Idle 
redo di Don Ten onto Gonsaga*— Eadovaio 

• Brantdme Glands Onritolnea; XTb 
Cysrles Qamt. 
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oould cbar,^ tiie enemy in person like 
the most briilifait cavalry of&cer, and 
ha thoroughly understood the arrange- 
ments of a campaign, the mardiallmg 
and victualling of troops, and the whole 
art of eetting and maiutaining an army 
in the field.i * 

Tot, thoufh bravo and warlike as 
the moat chivalrous of his ancestors, 
Gothic, Burgundian, oi Suabian, he 
was entirely without chivahy. Fana- 
ticism for tire faith, protecftion for the 
oppressed, fidelity to friend and foe, 
knightly loyalty to a cause deemed 
Bocied, the saciiiice of personal inte- 
rests to great ideas, generosity of hand 
and hcai't; all those qualitieB which 
unite with courage and constancy to 
make up the ideal chevalier, Chailos 
not only lacked but dcspiaed. He 
trampled on tbeweak antagonist, iibe- 
tlier biiigher or petty potentate He 
Mvis false as water. He inveigled his 
foes who trusted to imperial promises 
by ai ts unworthy an emperor or a gen- 
tleman * He led about the unfortu- 
nate John Frederic of Saxony, in liis 
own language, " like a boar in a chain, ” 
ready to be slipped upon Jlaiirice 
should “the boy” prove ungiatefiil 
Ho connived at the famous foigeiy of 
the prelate of Arras, to whicli the 
Landgrave Philip owed his long iin- 
pnsonment; a villany woiso tli in i.imy 
for which humbler roguBi have bu‘- 
fered by thousands upon tlio gallon ' * 
The coiitempoiaiy woild kiiew*noU 
the history of his fiauds, on scale bolh 
colossal and minute, and c.alled him 
familiarly “ Chaales qui triohe.’’* 

The absolute master of realms on 
which the sun perpetually shone, he 
was not only greedy for additional 
dominion, but he was avaricious m 


1 itlia ha messosi ad impresc non solo 

ncricolnso a dilhcilc ma clic tencrano dell 

impossibile ma uol sostcncrli ha mostnito 

ffnin mtclhgcnsa c ncl faro appaiccchlodclle 
eose dog'll cscrciti, nell ordine di metter gli 
Insiemo, vcdorgli maTCiaro, far le baitidie 
lliuto," etc etc — Badoraro MS, 
s *‘In rchiis agondis tmctandisquc,” says 
one of his greatest contemporary .admirers, 
** simulator egrcgius. iidci liborlons, priv.aU 
commodi peiguom studiosus, ntqiie lit uiio 
verho dicam alter avus matomus Fordinan dus 
Catholicus '* — Pont. Heut mv. 840 n 
> Be Thou, Hlstdro Uiilvoisollq (Londres, 
m 4 
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small matters, and hatod*to part with 
a hundred dollars.^ To the soldier - 
who brought him the sword and 
gauntlets of Francis the First, he gave 
a hundred crowns, when ten ttfousaifH 
would have been less than the custom- 
ary present; so that the man left his 
presence full of desperation. The 
three Boldieis who swam the Blbe, 
with their swords in their mouths, to 
hi big him the boats with wliidi He, 
p.ui'Cd to the victory of Muhlberg, 
received from his imperial bounty a 
doublet, a pair of stockings, and four - 
ci-owns n-pieoe.“ His courtiers and 
ministers complained bitterly of his 
habitual niggardluicss, and were &ia 
to eke out &eir slander salaries by 
accepting bribes from every luind rich 
enough to bestow them. In truth, 
Cluiiles was more than anything else 
a pulitickin, notwithstanding his signal 
abUicies as a soldier If to have 
founded institutions which could losf^ 
be the test of statesmanship, ho was 
even a statesman; for many of his 
institutions have resisted the presanra 
of three centuries. But those of Charle- 
magne fell as soon as his hand was 
cold, while the works of many ordinary 
logisUtors have attamed to a perpetuity 
denied to the statutes of Solon 
Lj curgus Dmubility is not the test of 
merit in human institutions. Tried by 
the only touchstone applicable to go- 
rcinments, their capacity to insure the 
hmhestwelfaie of the governed, we shall 
not find his polity deserving of much 
admiration It is not merely that he was 
a despot by birth and inclination, nor 
that he naturally substituted, as ^ as 
was practicable, the despotic for the to- 
publican element, wherever his hand can 
he traced. There may he posrible good 

1734), i 267, 599. — Compare Grocn Ton Frio- 
Bteror Archives etCorrespoudaiico Ineilita 
dc la M.'iisnn d'Orangc N.as-an itA'ide, lS-1^ 
t V, 63, 65, 66 £ IT PmKchnuJt, Vet 

Di rihnndcrt J aliren nLitrordv. r Ihfmivviiiig 
an Tmnirst Monts Yon tiichbcn (Breeder 
ISalJ, p^lO Vide PiWtri. 

* BrantOme; art, rii'irles Quinl^ 

4 ”.V 1 alcttni ilrP.toiriediS.M'. haSnAsilt 
dire tILi Im or p-Suto natnni tale aito atijad 
tfiijv rrnfo wii f» e 
hinitn'r,*' QIC idovate e 
4 Badevato MS. 


in deapotbas, aa tiiore is often much 
in democracy. Tried, how- 
ever, according to the standaid by 
whidi ail governments may be mea- 
MiTed,%hose laws of truth and divine 
justice which all Christian nabons re- 
cognise, and which are perpetual, whe- 
ther recognised or not, we shall find 
httie to venerate in the life work of 
the Emperor. The interests of ins 
family, the security of his dynasty, 
Vese were his end and aim. The 
happiness or the progress of his peoxde 
never furnished even the mdire^ mo- 
tives of his conduct, and the result 
was a bafiied policy and a crippled and 
bankrupt empire at last. 

He Imew men, especially ha knew 
their weaknesses, and he knew how to 
turn them to account. Ha knew how | 
much th^ would bear, and that little | 
little grievances would sometimes in- | 
flame more than vast and debberate 
injustice. Therefore he employed na- | 
tives mainly m the subordinate offices . 
of his various states, and ha repeatedly 
warned his successor that the haugh- . 
tiness of Spamards, and the incompor 
tibility of their character with the 
Elemiiih, would bo producteve of groat [ 
difiSculties and dangers.^ It was his 
wimon that men might be tyrannised 
more intelligently by their own kin- 
dred, and in this perhaps he was right. 
He was indefatigable m- the discharge 
of business, and if it were possible that 
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mamly in the honcts of CS^anvelle the 
elder, who analysed letters eoeived, 
aud frequently wrote all but the sig- 
natures of tiie answers The same 
minister usually possessed the imperial 
ear, and farmed it out for bis own 
benefit. In all this therS was of course 
room for vast deception; but tbe Em- 
perob was quite aware of what u.u 
going on, and took a philosophic view 
of the matter os an inevitable part of 
his systeih. > Qranvelle^ grew ontir- 
uioutiy rich under Ms eye, by trading 
on tlie imperial favour and sparing his 
Majesty much trouble. Chailes saw 
it all, ridiculed his peculations, but 
called Mm Ms “ bed of down ” * His 
knowledge of human nature was, how- 
ever, derived from a contemplation 
mainly of its weaknesses, and was 
therefore one-sided. He was often 
deceived, and miuds many a fatal 
blunder, shrewd politician though he 
was. Ho involved himself often in 
enterpriaes which could not be honour- 
able or profitable, and which inllictefi 
damage on his greatest mterests. He 
often offended men who might hove 
been useful friends, and converted 
allies into enemies '* His Majesty," 
said a keen observer who knew him 
well, " has not in bis career shewn the 
prudence wMoh was necessary to him. 
He has often offeudod those whose 
love he mi^t have conciliated, con- 
verted friends into enemies, aud let 


half a world could he administered as 
if it were the private property off an 
individual, the task would have been 
perhaps aa well accomplished by Charles 
as by any man. He had not the ab- 
surdity of supposing it possible for Mm 
to attend to the details of every indi- 
vidual affair in every one of Ms 
realms; and he therefore intrusted the 
steword^p of ^ specialities to bis 
various ministers and agents. 1^ was 
Ms busmeas to know men and to deal 
with affairs on a large scale, and in 
this he certainly was superior to Ms 
successor. His correspondense was 



I 
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tiiosr perish who were Ms most faith- 
ful ptisans."* Thus it must be 
acknowledged that even Ms boasted 
knowledge of human nature and his 
power of dealing with men was rather 
superficial and empirical than the real 
gift of genius. 

His personal habits during the 
greater part ofiMs life were those of 
an inde&tigable soldier. He coidd re- 
main in the saddle day and night, and 
endure every hardsMp but hunger. 
He was addicted to vulgar and miscel- 
laneous incontinence, ‘ He was an 
enormous cater. Ha breakfasted at 

■*un bon bt do repos.*'— Dom I'Evesquo, 
Uemoircs pour sorvir h rniatoini du Oaid. 
do Graaioflo (Pans, 1763), i. ISO. 

s Uadoiaib 6LS 
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five, on a fowl seethed in milk and 
diessed with sugar and spices. After 
this he went to deep again. He dined 
at twelve, partaking always of twenty 
dishes. He supped twice: at first, 
soon after vespers, and the second tune 
at midnight of one o’clock, which meal 
was, perhaps, the most solid of the 
four. After meat he ate a great quan- 
tity of pastry and sweetmeats, and he 
irrigated every repast by vrult Naughts 
of beer and Vine.^ His stomach, ori- 
ginally a wonderful one, succumbed 
after forty years of such labours. His 
taste, but not his appetite, began to 
fail, and he complamed to his major 
domo, that all his food was insipid. 
The reply is, perhaps, among the most 
celebrated of facetm The cook could 
do nothing more unless he served his 
Majesty a pasty of watchea The allu- 
sion to the Emperor's passion for ho- 
rology was received with great ap- 
plause. Ciharles “ laughed longer th^ 
he was ever known to laugh before, 
and all the courtiers (of course) laughed 
as long as his Majesty.”!* The success 
of so sorry a jest would lead one to 
suppose that the foohng was less ad- 
mirable at the imperil court than 
some of the recorded quips of Tribau- 
let would lead us to suppose. 

The transfer of the other crowns 
and digmtaries to Philip, Was accom- 
plished a month afterward} in a quiet 
manner.* Spain, Sicily, the Balejric 
Islands, America, and other portions 
of the globe, weie made over without 
more display than an oidinory donaiio 
inter vivot. The Empire occasioned 
some difficulty. It hod been already 
signified to Ferdinand, that his brother 
was to reedgn the imperial crown in 
his favour, and the symbols of sove- 
leignty were according^ transmitted 

temperate voluntiS In ognl parte dove si t 
trovata con donne di grande et anco di 
piccola conditione.” — ^Bwovaro MS 
i*‘Nel msgnare ha eemiiroS M ecceso. 
et fino al tempo che elU parti diFiandra per 
Bpogna, la mattina eregliate che alia era, 
p^liava uua #catola di pistochi, Cappone 
eon latte, auccaro e spetiaiie, doj^ il quale 
tomava a riposeie. A mezzo giomodesinava 
1 znolto vanetz dlwvande, e poco di po veapro 
zee rondava, et ad una hora di notte ee 
n’andava h cena, magnaudo cose tutte da 
gonorarc Jiumon giossi e tisoobl'"!- Sodo-i 
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to him by the hands of William of 
Orange.* A deputation, moreover, of 
which that nobleman, Vice-Chonc^or 
Seld, and Or Wolfgang Hallel? wefS 
ihe chiefs, was despat^ed to signify 
to the electors of the Empire the stop 
which had been thus resolved upoiL 
A delay of more than two years, how- 
ever, intervened, occasioned partly ^ 
the deaths of three electors, partly b^ 
the war which so soon broke out in 
Europe, before the matter was formally 
acted upon.* In Februaiy 1558, how- 
ever, the electors having been assem- 
bled in Fiankfort, reeeived the abdica- 
tion of Charles, and proceeded to the 
election of Ferdinand.* That Em- 
peror was erowned in Maich, and im- 
mediately despatched a legation to the 
Pope to apprise him of the fact. Ho- ' 
thing was less expected than any op- 
position on the part of the poniiffi 
The querulous dotard, however, who 
then sat in St Peter's choir, hated . 
Charles and all his race. He accord- - 
mgly denied the validify of the whole 
transaction, without sanction previ- 
ously obtained from the Pojpe, to whom 
all crowns belonged. Ferdinand, after 
listening, through his envoys, to much 
ridiculous dogmatism on the part o^ 
the Pope, at last withdrew from the 
discussion, with a formal protest, and 
was first recognised by Carofb’s sue- . 
oessor, Pius IV.* 

Charles had not deferred his retire- 
ment till the end of these disputes. 
He occupied a private house in Brus- 
sels, near the gate of Louvain, until 
August of the year 1556. On the 27th 
of that month, he addressed a letter 
from Ghent to John of Osnabrubk, 
president of the Chamber of Spiers, 
stating his abdication in favonr of 
Ferdinand, and requesting that in the 

van) MB Compare Navlgero, Belazione, 
apud Bradford, p SOS, 

z <• una nuova vlvanda di paaticol dl 

orologii, il che mosse & quel ma^or a plu 
luugo nm die vua na nUUo mui et oed 
rucro oucift di camel a," eto. eta— Badevam 
MS 
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17. Bor, 1 . 6, eqq. • . 
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interim the esme obedience might be 
Tendered to Ferdinand, as could have 
been yielded to himself i Ten days 
ISter.'^e addressed a letter to the 
estates of the empire, stating the same 
fact; and on the 17th Soptember 
15SG, he set sail from Zoland for 
SpaiP “ Those delays and difficulties 
occasioned some misconceptions, hlany 
nelsons, nho did not admiie an abdi- 
Tation, which others, on the contrary, 
esteemed as an act of unexam])!^ 
magnanimity, stoutly denied that it 
was the hitcntioii of Charles to re- 
nounce the Fuipira. The Venetian 
envoy informed his Government that 
Ferdinand was only to be lieutenant 
for Charles, under strict limitations, 
and that the Fmperor was to resume 
the government eo soon as his health 
would allow.* The Bishop of Arras 
and Don Juan de Maniique had both 
assured him, he said, that Charles 
would not, on any account, definitely 
abdicate.* Maunque even asserted 
that it was a mere farce to believe in 
any such intention.* The Emperor 
ought to remain to protect his son, by 
the resources of the Empire, against 
Finnce, the Turks, and the heretics. 
His very shadow was teniblo to the 
*T,utherans,* and his form might be 
expected to rise agam m stem reality 
from its temporary grave. Time has 
sheim the falsity of all these imagm- 
ings; but views thus maintained by 
those in the best condition to haow 
the truth, prove how difficult it was 
for men to believe in a transaction 
which was then so extraordinary, and 
how httle consonant it was m their 
eyes with true iii'opriety. It was ne- 
cessaiy to ascend to the times of Dio- 
detian, to find an example of a similar 
abdication of empire, on so doliberate 
and extensive a scale, and the great 
English historian of iio Boman Em- 
pire has compared the two acts with 
saoh. other. But there seems a vast 
I ^jfa rance between the case-. Both 
W^perors were distinguished sold iers ; 
•i* MdaevOB, 064. 
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both were merciless persecutors of de- 
fenceless Christians: both exchanged 
unbounded empire for absolute seclu- 
sion. But Diocletian was bom in the 
lowest abyss of human degrad^on — 
the slave and the son of a slave. For 
such a mail, after having reached the 
highest pinnacle of human greatnees, 
voluntarily to descend from power, 
seems an act of far greater magnani* 
mity tlmnethe retreat of Charles. Bom 
in the purple, having cSercisod un- 
limited authority from his boyhood, 
and having worn from his cradle so 
m.my crowns and coronets, the Ger- 
man Emperor might well be supposed 
to liave learned to estimate them at 
their proper valua Contemporary 
minds were busy, however, to discover 
the hidden motives which could haio 
influenced him, and the world, even 
yet, has hardly ceased to wonder. Yet 
it wonld have been more wonderful, 
considering the Emperor’s character, 
had he remained. Tho end hail not 
crowned the work; it not unieasoiu 
ably discrowned the workman. The 
earlier, and indeed the greater part of 
his career, had been one unbroken pro- 
cession of triumphs. The cheriaheil 
dream of his grandfather,’ and of his 
own youth,* to add tho Pope’s ti iple 
orown to the i-est of the hereditaiy 
possession# of his family, he had in- 
deed been libliged to resign. He had 
too^much practical Flenuah sense tu 
indulge long m chimeras, but he had 
achieved the empire over formidable 
rivals, and he had successively iioi 
only oouquerod, but captured almost 
every putentate who had arrayed him- 
self in anus against him. Clement 
and Francis, the Dukes and Land- 
graves of Cleyes, Hesse, Saxony, and 
Brunswick, he had bound to lua ohiriot 
wheels ; forcing many to eat the bie.ul 
of humiliation and captivity, during 
long and weary years. But the con- 
cluding portion of his reign had re- 
versed all its previous glories. His 
whole career had been a fa ilure. He 

• Forendo loro che solo I'ombra sua sia 
da Lutenuil temuta.” — ^Ibid. 

• Iniroduction to tins woilc. 

• BrnntOme. Bommes Illustros, etc.*; art. 
Caries ■ Jurat Bayle, Diet. Hist, et Cnt; 
1^. Cuudss (Jurat. 



1555 .] . The Empa 

had been (Ideated, after all, in most of 
his projects. He hod humbled Francis, 
but Henry had most signally avenged 
his father. He had trampled upon 
Philip, of Hesse and Frederic of Saxony, 
but it had liken reserved for one of 
that Germatf raco, which he charac- 
terised as “ dreamy, drunken, and in- 
capable of intrigue,” to outwit the 
man who had outwitted all the woild, 
and to drive before him, it ignomini- 
ous flight, the conqueror of the na- 
tions. The Geiman lad who had 
learned both war and dissimulation in 
the court and camp of him who was 
so profound a m.ister of both arts, 
was destined to eclipse his teacher 
on the most august theatre of Chris- 
tendom. Absoibcd at Innspnick 
with the dehberations of the Trent 
Council, Charles had not heeded the 
distant muttermgs of the temiiest 
which was gathering around Um. 
IVhile he was preparing to crush fur 
ever the Protestant Church, with the 
arms which a bench of bishops were 
forging, lo I the rapid and desperate 
Maurice, with long led beard stream- 
ing like a meteor in the wind, dashing 
through the mountain passes, at the 
head of hiB Lancers — arguments more 
eonvmcmg than all the dogmas of 
Gronvellel Disguised as an old woman,^ 
the Fmperor had attempted, on the 6th 
April, to escape in a peasaflt's waggon, 
from Innspruck into Flanders. Solved 
for the time by the mediation of Fer- 
dinand, he h.id, a few weeks later, 
after hia troops had been defeated by 
Maurice at Fussen, again ded at mid- 
night of the 22d May, almost un- 
attended, sick in body and soul, in the 
midst of thunder, lightning, and rain, 
along the difficult Jdpmc passes from 
Innspruck into Canntma. His pupil 
hod permitted his escape, only because, 
in his own language, “ for such a bird 
he hod no convement cage.”^ The 
imprisoned princes now owed their 
liberation, not to the Emperor's de- 
menoy, bu^to his panic. The peace of 


1 o— in armhobor, man sagt, aogar in 
Fraueutraebt.” — Ffeilschimdt. Vor Brci- 
hundert Juhren, p. 50. 

nir oinen solchen VoRel,” sngto 
or, “ babe er kemen KaSg.”— Ffqilschimdt, 
5f. , I 
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F38sau,inthefollowuigAugnst,cniBhed , 
the whole fabric of tlm Emperor’s toil, 
and laid the foundation of the Pro. 
testant Church. He hod smitten tite 
Protestants at Muhlberg for the last 
time. On the other hand, the man 
who had dealt with Home as if the 
Pope, not he, had been the vassal, was 
compelled to witness, before he de- 
parted, the insolence of a pontiff who 
took a special piide m insulting aiM^ 
humbling his house, and trampling 
upon the pride of Charles, Phdip, aud 
Ferdinand. In France, too, the dis- 
astious siege of Metz had taught lum 
that in the imperial zodiac iffio fatal 
sign of Cancer had been reached. The 
figure of a crab, with the words "plus 
citra,” lUbLcad of his proud motto of 
“ plus ultra,” scrawled on the walls 
wheie he haid resided during that dis- 
mal epoch, avenged more deeply, per- 
hap.s, thm the jester thought, the 
previous misfortunes of Fiance.* Ths 
Grand Turk, too, Solyman the Magni- 
ficent, possessed moat of Hungary, and 
hold at that moment a fieet rea^ to 
sail against Naples, in co-operation 
with the Pope and Franco.* Thus tlio 
luhdel, the Protestant, and the Holy 
Church were all combined together to 
ciush him Towaids all &e great 
powers of the earth he stood, not in 
the attitude of a conqueror, but of a 
disappointed, baffled, defeated poten- 
tate. Moieover, he had been foiled 
lung before m his earnest attempts to 
sccuie the imperial throne for Philip. 
Feidinaud and Maximilian had boUi 
stoutly resisted his arguments and hia 
bhuidishmonts. The lather had repre- 
sented the slender patrimony of theitr 
branch of the family, compared with 
the enormous heritage of Philip ; who 
being, after all, but a man, and en- 
dowed with finite powers, might sink 
mider so great a pressure of empire an 
his father wished to piovide for him.* 
Maximilian also assured his uncle tbsti 
he had, as good on ajipcUte &r the 
crow n as Pmlip, and could digest the 
’ nistoiro du J 

1698 ) _ , 
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ease finitosquo babere vires -ncSnilna 
cnptuniquo tantum b-maiuj'a 
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diguily quite as easily.^ The son, too, 
for wuom the Emperor rras thus soli- 
citous, had already, before the abdica- 
Uon, j^aid his affection with ingrati- 
tude. He had turned out all his 
father’s old oi&cials in Milan, and had 
refused to visit him at Brussels, till 
assured as to the amount of ceremo- 
nial respect which the new-made king 
^was to receive at the hands of his 
"wther.* 

Had the Emperor continued to live 
and reign, he would have foimd him- 
8<^ likewise engaged in mortal com- 
bat with that great religious movement 
in the Netherlands, which he would 
not have been able many years longer 
to suppress, and which he left as a 
legacy of blood and fire to his succes- 
sor. Bom in the same year with his 
century, Charles was a decrepit, ex- 
hausted man at fifty-five, while that 
glorious age, in which humanity w.as 
to burst for ever the cerements in 
which it had so long been buried, was 
but awakening to a consciousness of 
its strength. 

Hisappomted in his schemes, broken 
in his fortunes, with income antici- 
pated, estates mortgaged, all his affairs 
in confusion ; faihng in mental powers, 
'lind with a constitution hopelessly 
shattered; it was time for him to 
retire. He shewed his keenness in 
recognising the fact that neither his 
power nor his glory would be increased, 
should he lag euxierfluous on the mage 
where mortification instead of applause 
was likely to be his portion. His frame 
was indeed but a wreck. Forty years 
of unexampled gluttony bad done their 
work. He was a victim to gout, asthma, 
dyspepsia, gravel. He was crippled in 
the neck, arms, knees, and hands He 
was troubled with chrome cutaneous 
eruptions. His appetite remamed, 
while his stomach, unable longer to 
perform the task still imposed upon it, 
occasioned him constant suffering, 
i Bhysiologists, who know ho^ impor- 


tant a port this organ plays in the 
affairs of life, will perhaps see in this 
physical conation of the Emperor a 
sufficient explanation, if explanation 
were required, of his descent from the 
throne. Moreover, it iU well known 
that the resolution to abdicate before 
his death had been long a settled 
scheme with him. It had been formally 
agreed between himself and the Em- 
press that ithey tiiould separate at the 
approach of old age, and 'pass the re 
mainder of their In es in a convent and 
a monastery. He had, when com- 
paratively a young man, been struck 
by the reply made to him by an aged 
officer, whose reasons he had asked 
for, earnestly soliciting permission to 
retire from the imperial service. It 
was, said the veteran, that he might 
put a little space of religious contem- 
plation between the active portion cl 
his life and the giave.* 

A similar determination, deferred 
from time to time, Charles had now 
carried into execution. While he still 
lingeied in Brussels, after his abdica- 
tion, a comet appeared, to warn him 
to the fulfilment of his purpose* 
From first to lasl^ comets and other 
heavenly bodies were much connected 
with his evolutions and arrangementa 
There was no mistaking the motives 
withwhich<thiB luminary had presented 
itseU. The Emperor knew very well, 
says^contemporary German chronicler, 
that it portraded pestilence and war, 
together with the approaching death 
of mighiy princes. “My fates call 
out,” ‘ he cried, and forthwith applied 
himself to hasten the preparations for 
his departure. 

The romantip picture of his pluloso- 
phical retirement at Juste, painted ori- 
ginally by Sandoval and Siguenza, re- 
produced by the fasematmg pencil of 
Strada, and imitated in frequent sue- 
cessicn by authors of every age and 
country, is unfortunately but a sketch 


1 BiantCme, 1. 49; 60. 

I'Eveaquo- Mem deOianv. I 24- 
Cet^barras," Says the Boncdictino, 
si*-- *a .veritable cause de son abdication et 
** Convent da Justo. la 
“vam h en ohercher 
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* **— ingens et luciduia aydus— fiamml- 
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vialoDo magnorum prlnoipum Intentus— do 
conspecta His inquit indictla, me nt«o /aU 

QodcIaoTus, 645. 
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of fancy. 'AeinTCBtlgations of modem 
writers haTe entirely thrown down the 
Scaffolding on whim the airy fabric, 
BO delightfiil to poets md moridists, 
reposed. The departing Emperor 
Stands no lc||pger in a transparency, 
robed in shin^g garments. His trans- 
figuration is at on end. Every action, 
almost every moment of his retue- 
ment, aoourately chronicled by those 
who shared his solitude, ^have been 
placed befqfe our eyes, in the moat 
fehcitous manner, by able and brilliant 
writers.^ The Emperor, shorn of the 
philosophical robe in which he had 
been conventionally arrayed for three 
centuries, shivers now in the cold air 
of reality. 

So for from his having immersed 
himself in profound and jJious contem- 
plation, below the current of the 
world’s events, his thoughts, on the 
contrary, never were for a moment 
diverted from the political surface of 
the times. He re^ nothing but de- 
spatches ; he wrote or dictated inter- 
minable ones in reply, as dull and pro- 
lix as any which ever came from his 
pen. He manifested a succession of 
emotions at the course of contempo- 
rary affairs, as intense and as vai'ied as 
if the woild still rested in his palm. 
He was, in truth, essentially a man of 
action. He had neither t^e taste nor 
talents which make a m^ great in 
retirement. Not a lofty thought, not 
a generous sentiment, not a profound 
or acute suggestion m his retreat has 
been recorded from his lips The epi- 
grams which had been invented for 
him lay fabulists, have been all taken 
away, and nothing hasbeen substituted, 
save a few dull ]ests exchanged with 

^ Btirlmg The CloisterXife of Charles V 
(Loudon, 186S) LakhuyzluYaxi daa Brixik 
Analyse dSin Hanusent CoDtemponUn sur 
1a Robinita de Cluules Quint fflruxelle^ 
1850). The works of Mlgnet and Fichot, on 
the same subject (Fans, 1854X and particu« 
larly the late pubhcation of AI, Gachnixi, 
l^l^te et Hozt de Charles Qumt (Bruxelles, 
18M); in which lost work the subject 
be oonslder^ to have been feirly exhausted, 
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stupid friars. So far from having on 
tertained and even expressed that sen- 
timent of religious toleration for which 
he was said to have been con^nm^ 
as a heretic by the Inquisition, and foi 
which Philip was ridiculously reported 
to have ordered his fathers body tc 
be burned, and his ashes scattered tc 
the winds,* he became in retreat the 
bigot effectually, which during hie 
reign he had only been conventionally 
BiUer regrets that he should have kepi 
his word to Luther, as if he had nol 
broken faith enough to reflect upoi 
in his retirement; stem self-reproacl 
for omitting to put to death, while h< 
had him in his power, the man whi 
had caused ail the misi^ef of the age 
fierce instructions thundered from hi 
retreat to the inquisitors to hasten th( 
execution of all heretics, — ^includiu) 
pai-ticularly his ancient friends, preach 
era and almoners, Cazalla and Con 
stantine de Fuente; furious exhorta 
tions to Fhihp — as if Philip needed i 
prompter in such a work — that hi 
should set himself to “ cutting out thi 
root of heresy with rigour and rudi 
chastisement;” — such explosions o 
savage bigotiy as these, altematiuj 
with exhibitions of revolting glutton; 
with surfeits of sardine omelettes, Ee 
tramadura sausages, eel pies, piddei 
paitridgcs, fat capons, quince sympe 
iced beer, and flagons of Bheniw, re 
licved by copious draughts of senn 
and rhubarb, to which his horroi 
stricken doctor doomed him os he at 
— compose a spectacle less attractive t 
the imagination than the ancient poi 
trait of the cloistered Charles. Ui 
fortunately it is the one which wa 
painted from life. 

and in which the text of Siguen^a, andc 
tlie anonymous manuscript diseover^ hy S 
Bakhuysen, in the ffr^ of the Court of A] 
poale at Brussels, on placed m full befoi 
the render, so far as they hear on the vexe 
question as to the celebration by the Bmpi 
ror of his own obsequiea 
* BrantOme. (Buvres Completes (Fariu 
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Philip the Second hod recerred the 
investitui'e of Milan and the crown of 
Naples, previously to his marriage with 
Many Tudor.t The imperial crown ha 
had been obliged, much against his 
will, to forego. The archduchy of 
Austria with the hereditary German 
dependencies of his father’s family, 
had been transferred by the Emperor 
to his brother Ferdinand, on the occa- 
sion of the maniage of that pimce 
With Anna, only sister of King Louis 
of Hungary* Ten years afterwards, 
Ferdinand (King of lfung.ary and Bo- 
iMmia since the death of Louis, slain 
in 1626 at the battle of Mohaez) was 
elected King of the Homans, and 
steadily refused all the entreaties after- 
wards made to him in behalf of Philip, 
to resign his crown and his successmn 
to the Empire in favour of his nephew. 
With these diminutions, Philip had 
now received all the dominions of 
his father. He was King of all the 
Spanish kingdoms and of both the 
Sicilies. He was titular King of Eng- 
land, France, and Jerusalem. He was 
" Absolute Hominator ” in Asia, -Africa, 
and America; he was Duke of Milan 
and of both Burgundies, and Heredi- 
tary Sovereign of the seventeen N ether- 
lands.* 


Thus the provinces had received a 
new master. A man of foreign birth 
md breeding, not speaking a word of 
their language, nor of any language 


***• Qodelaovue, MS. 
•Emit. Heut, vUl. Mr. 
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which the mima of the inhabitants 
understood, was now placed in siipi cine 
authority over them, boLiiiise he rc- 
presented, through the females, the 
“ good ” Philip of Burgundy, who a 
centiuy befoie bad possessed himscii 
by inheritance, purchase, force, or 
fraud, of the sovereignty in ino-.t of 
those provinces. It is necessary to 
say an introductory word or two con- 
cerning the previous history of the man 
to whose hands the destiny of so liiany 
millions was now intrusted. 

He was bom in May 1627, and uai 
now, therefore, twenty-eight years of 
age. At the age of sixteen ho had 
been umteil to his cousin, Maria of 
Portugal, daughter of John III. and of 
the Emperor’s sister, Donna Catalim, 
In tfie following year (1544) ho became 
father of the celebrated and ill-srari cd 
Don Carlos, and a widower.* In 151-, 
he had made his first appearance in 
the Netherlands. He came thither to 
receive homage in the various j'ro- 
vinces as then' future sovereign, and 
to exchange oaths of mutual fidelity 
with them alL** -Andrew Doria, with 
a fleet of fifty ships, had brought him 
to Genoa, whence he had passed to 
I Milan, where he was received with 
great rejoicing. At Trent he was met 
by Duke Maurice of Saxony, who 
warmly begged bis intercession with 
the Empeior in behalf or the im- 
prisoned Landgrave of Hesso. This 

* Cabrera, L 8. 

‘ Motoren, 13. Wagenaer Vodatlniideeihe 
F alone (amst , 1770), Iv. 294, sqq. 
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boon PhiliJ was graciously pleased to 
promise,^ and to keep tke pledge as 
sacredly as most of the tows plighted 
1^ him during this memorable year. 
The Duke of Aerschot met him in 
Germany wi^ a regiment of cayalry 
and escorted mm to Brussels. A sum- 
mer was apedt in great festivities, the 
mines of the Netherlands vying with 
each other in magnificent celebrations 
of the ceremonies, by which Philip 
successively swore allegialtce to the 
various coi&titutions and charters of 
the provinces, and received their oaths 
of future fealty in return. His oath 
to support all the constitutions and 
privileges was without reservation, 
while hia father and grandfather had 
only sivom to maintain the charters 
granted or confirmed by Philip and 
Charles of Burgundy * Su^icion was 
disarmed by tliese indiscriminate eon- 
cessions, which bad been resolved 
upon by the unscrupulous Charles to 
conciliate the goodwill of the people. 
In view of the pretensions wmch 
might he preferred hy the Bioderode 
fa^y in Holland, and hy other 
descendants of ancient sovereign races 
in other provinces, the Emperor, wish- 
ing to insure the succession to his 
sisters in case of the deaths of himself, 
Philip, and Don Carlos without issne, 
was unsparing hi those promises which 
he knew to he hindmg o81y upon the 
we.ak. PhUip’s oaths were therefore 
without reserve, and the lighl-hejirtcd 
Flemings, Braboutines, and Walloons 
received him with open arms. In 
Valenciennes the festivities which at- 
tended his entrance were on a meet 
gorgeous scale, hut the “joyous en- 
trance ” arraiiged for him at Antwerp 
was of unparalleled magnificence ' A 
cavalcade of the magiitrates and not- 
able burghers, "all attired in cramoisy 

1 Mctcrcn, i 13. 

s Tbo oath which ho took In Iloiland was 
—“Well and truly to maintain all the pnvi- 
lejies and freedoms of tho nobles, cities, com- 
munities, Bubsecta (lay and elencall of the 
provmce of Holland and West Friesland, to 
tliein granted by myanccstoR^ counts and 
countesses of Holland, and moreover their 
customs, tiaditions, usages, and rights (ge- 
\rotmte, harkomen, nsontiea an reebten), 
all and several wUch they now have and 
nse.'' The oath in Brabant wa»j-“ To sup- 
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velvet," attended hy lackies in splendid 
liveries, and followed hy four thousand . 
citizen soldiers in full uniform, went 
forth from the gates to receive him. 
Twenty-eight triumphal archeaf whiiAi 
alone, according to the thrifty chroni- 
cler, had cost 26,800 Carolus guldens, 
were erected in the different streets 
and squares, and every possible demon- 
stration of affectionate welcome was 
lavished upon the Prince and the 
Emperor.* The rich and prosporotti^ 
city, unconscious of the doom which 
awaited it in the future seemed to 
have covered itself with garlands to 
honour the approach of its master. 
Yet icy was the deportment with 
which Philip received these demon- 
strations of affection, and haughty the 
glance with which he looked down 
upon those exhibitions of civic hilaaiiy, 
as from the height of a grim and inac- 
cessihle tower. The impression made 
upon the Netherlandcrs was anything 
hut favourable, and when he had fully 
learned the futility of the projects on 
the Empire which it was so difficult 
both for his fatiier and himself to re- 
sign, he returned to the more congenial 
soil of Spain. In iSSi he had again 
issued from the peninsula to many 
the Queen of England, a privilege whidu 
his father had gracioudy resigned 
him He was united to Uary Tudor 
at Winchester, on the 25th July of 
that year, and if congeniality of t^tes 
could have made a marriage happy, 
that union should have been thnee 
blessed. To maintain the supremacy 
of the Church seemed to both the 
main object of existence; to execute 
unbelievers, the most sacred duty im- 
posed by the Deity upon anointed 
princes; to convert theh kingdoms into 
a hell, the surest means of winning 
heaven for themselves. It was not 

port all the pnvileges," etc, etc ; end the 
same form, without oonditions and exeep- , 
tions, was adopted In the other provinoes: 
whereas hia lather and grsndlather hod 
sworn only to mamtam the umited prlvilegea 
concede l^ the uauipmg house of Bun. 
gundy.— Vide Groat Plakkaat Bode, Iv. IL 
in 20; Blyde Inkommst V. Fl^ epod 
aiierls, Noderl TSorst, til. 9SS; wageniutf 
Vaderl Hist,, tv. 294-7, and V. 828-441. 
a Heteren, L f, 18. • 
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Btniige tbak the conjunction of two 
, sudi wondms of superstition in one 
q)here diould seem portentous in the 
eyes of the Tilngliah nation, Philip's 
stock Wforts in favour of certain con- 
denmed reformers, and his pretended 
intercessions in favour of the Princess 
Xllizaheth, failed entirely of their oh j ect. 
The Parliament refused to confer upon 
hiTTi more than a nominal authority in 
England, His children, should &ey 
""llh horn, might he soveieigns ; he 
wak hut hushand of the Queen ; of a 
woman who could not atone hy her 
ahject hut peevish fondness for him- 
self, and hy her congenial hlood-thirsti- 
ness towards her subjects, for her 
eleven years' seniority, her deficiency 
in attractions, and her incapacity to 
make him the father of a line of Eng- 
lish monarcha. It almost excites com- 
passion even for Maiy Tudor, when 
her passionate efforts to inspire him 
with affection are contrasted with his 
impaasiveneas, l^rant, higot, mur- 
deress though she was, she was stdi 
woman, and she lavished upon her 
hushand all that was not feiocious m 
her nature- Forhiddmg prayers to he 
said for the soul of her father,* hatmg 
her sister and her people, hurmng 
Inahops, hathmg herself m the hlood 
of heretics, to Fhihp she was all suh- 
missivenesa and feminine devotion. 
It was a most singular contrast, Mary 
the Queen of England and Mary the 


wife of Philip, Small, leaiyand sickly, 
painfully nearsighted, yet with an eye 
of fierceness and fire ; her face wrinkled 
hy care and evil passions still more than 
hy time; with a hig man's voice, whose 
harshness made those in the next room 
tremble ; * yet femiiune Mn her tastes, 
skilful with her needle,' fond of em- 
broidery work, strikmg the lute with 
a touch remarkable for its science and 
feeling, speaking many languages, m- 
cludi^ La<in, withfluency andgracc,* 
most feminine, too, in hkr constitu- 
tional sufferings, hysterical of hiihit, 
shedding floods of tears daily at Plnhp’a 
coldness, undisguised infidelity, and 
frequent absences from England* — 
she almost awakens compassion, aud 
causes a momentary oblivion of hu 
identity. 

Her subjects, already half maddened 
hy religious persecution, were exas 
perated still further hy the pecuniaiy 
burthens which she imposed upon 
them to supply the King’s exigencies, 
and she unhesitatingly confronted thoir 
frenzy, in the hope of winning a smile 
from him. When at last her chiomo 
maladies had assumed the memorable 
form which caused Philip and Mai y to 
unite m a letter to Coidinal Pole, an- 
nounemg not the ej>fiected but the actual 
bii-th of a prince, hut judiciously leav- 
ing the date in blank,’ the momeutaiy 
satisfaction ^nd delusion of the Queen 
w os unhouncted. The false intelligence 


> De Thou, U 419, 

* " h! la rqma Hana di statura piceoft — 
di persona magia et deUoata— adesso oavate 
qualobe crespe causata pih dogli ofianm cho 
oail etat— ha gh occhi vivi che mducouo non 
solo nvexenza ma timoro reiso chi li move, 
oe hene la vista molto corta non potendo 
leggeie ne fiir oltro se non si mette con la 
vista vldniBGima a quoUo che v ogha Icggero 
o ben discemere — ^ha la voce giossa et oltn 
qiiassi d'uomo, si che quando paila o sempre 
senttta gran pezzo di lontano,' — Xlelozione di 
Giov. h^hele, venuto Amb,'. d'lnghilterra, 
1667 ; UB The envoy sums up the personal 
ottraoldons of her MigeBty by observing that, 
“——even at her present age, she is not en- 
tirely to be abhorred for her ugliness, with- 
out any regard to her rank of Queen." “In 
somma e denma honesta ne mai perhrutozzv 
etiom In questa eth non oonsidorato il grddo 
nreglnaa'eBsireabhomta ” — As the Vene- 
tian was exceedingly dis,,0Bed to bo compk- 
, aa^tsi^ it must be confessed that the 
appear redundant. Com- 
|||tta vSbtsrw— “Spi la itlegna pequoUa de 


cuen^ flaca, con vista coita en vivos ojos 
quo ponian acatamiento — grave — ^mesiuiida 
—la voce gruesa mas que do miiger . ” iv 
210 . 

• “ B instrutta dl dnque lingue— quattro 
d'cssi paila— Nolle latina farrla sempre og- 
nuuo con le nsposto cho da et oon i proposite 
cho tiene fntondcntisbima oltre I’esoicitio di 
lavorare d’ogo in ogni soito di ncamo, aiico 
dollamuBica — specialmeiite sonar di mana- 
coidi et dl liuto— -hconta per la vclocita del 
mono e per la maiiioia di sonare ” — tlicliole 
MB. 

a Uichole. Bolazione MS. — ** For nmedio 
non basta mdogli los fogaisi come adesso 
usa con le lagrime et col piongcie." 

' Burgon (Life and Times of Sir T. 
Giesliom) commumcates the letter horn the 
State-paper Office — “T^eregs it hath 
pleosim Almighty God of his mflnito good- 
ness to ndde unto the great number of 
other his benefltes bestowed iipou us the 
gladding of us with the happy dmivcne of a 
IJtlncoT" 1 . 171. 
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was tronstlitted eTerywhere. Grreai 
were ^e joy and the festivities in ihe 
Netherlands, where people were so 
easily made' to rejoice and keep holiday 
for anything. “ The Begent, being in 
Antwerp,” w|pte Sir Thomas Gresham 
to the lords ^ council, " did cause the 
great bell to linge to give all men to 
understand that the news was trewe. 
The Queene’s highness' mere merchants 
caused all our Inglishe ships to shoots 
off with Bu^ joy and triufiiph, as by 
men's arts and pollicey coulde be de- 
vised — and the Regent sent our In- 
glishe maroners one hundred crownes 
to diynke.”! If bell-ringing and 
cannon-filing could have given Knglaud 
a Spanish sovereign, the devoutly- 
wished consmomationwould have been 
reached. Whf-n the futility of the 
royal hopes could no longer be con- 
cealed, Philip left the country, never 
to return till Ids war with Prance made 
him require troops, subsidies, and a 
declaration of hostilities from Bug- 
land. 

The personal appearance of the new 
sovereign has already been described. 
His manner was far from concihatory, 
and in this respect he was the absolute 
reverse of his father. Upon his first 
jouroey out of Spam, in 1S48, into 
bis various dominions, he had mode a 
most painful impression everyu’here. 
“ He was disagreeable,” Jays Envoy 
Soriano, "to toe ItalianB, detestable 
to the Flemings, odious to the <Ger- 
mans.”® 

The remonstrances of the Emperor, 
and of Queen Hai-y of Hungary, at toe 
impropriety of his manners, had pro- 
duced, however, some effect, so that on 
his wedding journey to ^gland he 


manifested much "gentleiless and hu- 
manity, mingled with royal gravity.”’ 
Upon this occasion, says another Ve- 
netian, accredited to him, “he h^ 
divest^ himself of that ^)anisn 
haughtiness which, when he first n»mA 
from Spain, had rendered him so odi- 
ous.”* The famous ambassador, Bado- 
varo, confirms the impression. “ Upon 
his first journey,” he says, "he was 
esteemed proud, and too greedy for t^ 
imperial succession; but now 'tis the 
common opinion that his humanity 
and modesty are all which could be 
desired.”’ These humane qualities, 
however, it must be observed, were 
exhibited only in the presence of am 
bassadors and grandees, the only repre 
sentatives of " humanity” with whom 
he came publicly and avowedly ii 
contact. 

He was thought deficient in manlj 
energy. He was an infirm valetudina 
rian, and was considered as sluggish ii 
character, as deficient in martial enter 
prise, as timid of temperament, as he 
was fragile and sickly of frame.* It if 
true, that on account of the disappoint 
ment which he occasioned by his con 
trust to his warlike father, he minglec 
in some tournaments in Brussels, when 
he was matched against Count Manq 
fold, one of the most distinguishec 
chi^tams of the age, and where, sayi 
his professed panegyrist, "he broke hn 
lances very much to the satisfaction o 
his father and aunts.”’ 

'that learned and eloquent author 
Estelle Calvete, even filled the greatei 
part of a volume, in which he describee 
the journey of toe Prince, -with a mi 
nute description of these feasts sue 
jousts,' but we may reasonably con 
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’ “Fupocogratoadltoflani, Ingntissimo vivesza di spirlto cbe si oonvenga od ui 
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* “ Havendo persa quella alteszo— con la guerra, et andare en persona ne moi egli v 
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His coui^il consisted of five or six reputation for courage and'skillj which 
Spauish grandeeSj the famous Ruy he most unquestionably deserved. The 
Gomez, then Count of Helito, after- future was to develope those other 
wards Prince of BboU; the Duke of characteristics which were to m^e his 
Alva, the Count de Feria, the Dtike of name the terror and wonder & th# 
Franca Villa, |)on Antonio Toledo, and world. 

Don JuanMa^que deLara. The"two The favourite. Buy Gomez da Silva, 
columns,” said Suriano, “which sus- Count de Hfelito, was the man upon 
tain this great machine, are Buy whose shoulders the great burthen of 
Gkimez and Alva, and from their coun- the state reposed. He was of a family 
oils depends the govemm^t of half which was originally Portuguese. 
the world." k The two were ever bit- had been brought up with the King, 
terly opposed to each other. Incessant although some eight years his senior, 
were their bickennga, intense their and their friendship dated from earliest 
mutual hate, desperate and difficult youth. It was said that Buy Gomez, 
the situation of any man, whether fo- when a boy, had been condensed to 
reigner or native, who had to transact death for having struck Philip, who 
busmess with the Government. If he had come between him and another 
had secured the favour of Gomez, he page with whom ho was quarrelling.* 
had already earned the enmity of The Prince threw himself passionately 
Alva. Was he protected by the Duke, at his fathei’s feet, and implo^ fon 
he was sure to be cast into outer dark- giveness m behalf of the culprit with 
ness by the favourite * Alva repre- such energy that the Emperor was 
sented the war party. Buy Gomez the graciously pleased to spare the life of 
pacific policy more congenial to the the future prune minister.’ The in* 
heart of Philip. The Bishop of Arras, cident was said to have laid the fo^ 
who In the opinion of the envoys was dationof theremarkableaffeotionwhiidr 
worth them all for his capacity and his was supposed to most between the two, 
experience, was then entirely in the to an extent never witnessed before 
background, rarely entering tue coun- between king and subject. Buy 
cil except when summoned to give Gomez was ffimous for his tact and 
sdvice in afiairs of extraordinary deli- complacency, and omitted no oppor- 
cacy or gravity,' He was, however, to tunityof cementing the friendship&u? 
reappear most signally m course of auspiciously commenced. He was said 
the events already preparing. The to have particularly charmed Ida mas- 
Duke of Alva, also to play ao tremen- ter, upon one occasion, by hypocriti- 
dous a part in the yet unborn history cally throwing up his cards at a gams 
of the Hetherlands, was not beloved by of fiazard played for a huge siAke, and 
Philip.* He was eclipsed at this period permittmg him to win the gaiue witii 
by the superior influence of the far a far inferior hand.' The IGug, learn- 
vourite, and his sword, moreover, be- ing aftenvards the true state of the 
oame necessoiy in the Italian campaign cose, was charmed by the greoe and. 
which was impending. It ie remark- self Aenial manifested by the young 
able that it was a common opinion even nobleman. The compl^nqy which 
at that day that the Suke was natu- the favourite subsequently exUbited 
lally hesitating and timid.* One would in regard to the connexion which ex- 
have thought that his previous victo- isted so long and so publicly between 
riea might have earned for him the his wife, the celebrate FrincesS Eboli, 

1 “ Queste aono le colouno con cho si tniisecamoute non amava il Suca.”— Bade^ 

au tents quests grau' mocchina, at dal con- vsro , 

bigl'o di questo dipcndo il covemo di mezzo ' “Nflllagaorra,” Bays Badovam, mostaa 
mozido.*’^eCo, — Biidano AIS, timidita ct poca intolUgens^*’-.^'^ dl 
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Mid Philip, placed hia power upon an ready, as a matter ot course, very rich, 
impregnable basis, and secured it till having been endowed by PhUip with 
his death. property to the amount of tweuty-siT 

At 4^ present moment he occupied thousand dollars yearly, and the tide of 
%ie posts of valet, state council- hia fortunes was still at the flood.* 
lor, and finance minister.^ He dressed Such were the two ni; n, the mastor 
and undressed tiis master, read or and the favourite, to whose hands tho 
talked him to sleep, called liim in the dostimea of the Netherlands weie ninj 
morning, admitted those who were to intrusted. 

have private audiences, and superin- Tho Queen of Hmigaiy had resigned 
*c ndTr1 all the arraugementa of the the office o^f Regent of the NetherUiuds, 
household.^ The rest of the day was os has been seen, on the occa- ion of 
devoted to tho enormous coirespon- tho Emperor’s abdication She a as a 
deuce and affairs of administration, woman of masculine character, a great 
which devolved upon him as first mi- huntress before the Lord, a celebrated 
nister of state and treasury. Ho was horsewoman, a worthy descendant of 
very ignorant. Ho had no experience the Lady Mary of Burgundy. Notaith- 
or acquirement in the arts either of standmg all the fine phrases exchanged 
war or peace, and hia early education between herself and the eloquent ^laa^, 
had been limit ed* Like hia master, at the great ceremony of the 2oi.li of 
he spoke no tongue but Spanish, and October, she was, in reality, much de- 
he hod no hterature. Ha had prepos- tested in the provinces,' and she repaiil 
sessmg manner^ a fluent tongue, a their aversion with abhorrence. i 
winning and benevolent disposition could not live among these people.'' 
His natural capacity for afKiira was she ivrote to the Emperor, but a few 
considetable, and hia tact was so per- weeks before the abdication, “ even as 
feet that he could converse face to face a private person, for it would bo ii'i 
with statesmen, dootois, and generals, possible for me to do my duty towaidi 
upon campaigns, theology, or juris- God and my Prince. As to goveiinig 
pi-udence, without betraying any re- thorn, I take God to witness tli.it th" 
markable deficiency. He was very task is so abhorrent to me, th, it I W"ul t 
ipdustrions, endeavouring to make up rather earn my daily bread by hlwut 
by hard study for his lack of geneird than attempt it.” ' She added, that a 
knowledge, and to suetain with ciedit woman of fifty years of age, who liad 
the burthen of hie daily functions. At served during twenty-five of them, hid 
the same time, by the Emg's desire, a right to repose, and that she was 
he appeared constmtly at the frequent moreover “too old to recommence and 
banquets, masquerades, tourneys, and learn her A, B, C.”* The Euiiiernr, 
festivitieB, for which BrosselB at that who had always respected her for tho 
epoch was remarkable. It was no fidelity with which she had 0.11 ried nut 
Wonder that his cheek was pale, and his designs, knew that it was hnpele-a 
that he seemed dying of overwork, to oppose her retreat. As for I'lu'ip, 
He discharged his duties cheerfully, he hated his aunt, and she hated him* 
however, for in the service of Philip he — although, both at the epoch of the 
knew no rest “ After God,” said Ba- abdication and subsequently, he w .is 
dovaro, “ he knows no object save tho desirous that she should administer the 
felicity of his master.”* He was al- government.*' 


* “ Ila tre ciinchi del aonus:liar di 

corpo, del consiglier di stato at di contatoro 
mag^oxQ.e — Badovitro M3. 

' “ Ha cura di vestire e spobara sja M di 
donnir neUa sua camcTa, di sopravedere alio 
? camern.— et introduttione della per- 
etc.— Bidovaro M*l. 
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The net? B«gent was to be the Duke 
of Savoy. This wandering and adven- 
tuTOuB potentate had attached himself 
to Philip’s fortunes, and had been re- 
ceived by tne King with as much favour 
as he had ev|r enjoyed at the hands of 
the Kmperoik Emanuel Fhdibert of 
Savoy, then about twenty-six or seven 
years of age, was the son of tho late 
unfortunate dukb, by Donna Beatrice 
of Portugal, Bister of the Empress. 
He was the nephew of Charles, and 
first-cousin to Philip. The partiality 
of the Emperor for his mother was 
well known, hut the fidelity with which 
the family had followed the imperial 
cause had been productive of nothing 
but disaster to the duke. He had 
been rumed in fortime, stripped of ail 
I'Js dignities and possessions. His son's 
only mhciitauce was his sword. The 
young Prince of Piedmont, as he was 
commonly called in his youth, sought 
the camp of the Emperor, and was re- 
ceived with distingui^cd favour. He 
rose rajiidly in the military service. 
Acting always upon his favourite 
motto, " Spollatis arma supsrsunt," ho 
hod d^rmined, if possible, to cmve 
his way to glory, to wealth, and even 
to his hereditary estates, by his sword 
alone.^ War was not only his p.iasion, 
hut his trade. Every one of his eam- 



The Duke of Savoy had bbeome one of 
the most experienced and successful 
commanders of the age, and an especial 
fiivouiite with the Emperor. He had 
served with Alva m the calftpaigfis 
against thp Protestants of Germany, 
and in other important fields. War 
being his element, he considered peace 
as undesirable, although he could re- 
cognise its existence. A. truce he held, 
however, to he a senselesa paradox, 
unwoithy of the slightest regmd. AHf 
armistice, such as was concluded on 
the February following the abdication, 
was, in his opinion, only to be turned 
to accoimt by dealing insidious and 
unsuspected blows at the enemy, some 
portion of whose population might re- 
pose confidence in the plighted faith of 
inonarclis and plenipotentiaries. Ha 
had a show of reason for his political 
and military morality, for he only chose 
to execute the evil which had been 
practised upon lumself. His father 
had been beggared, his mother had died 
of spite aud despair, he had himself 
been reduced from t^ rank of a sove- 
reign to that of a mercenary soldier, by 
spoliations made in'timo of truce. He 
wasieputed a man of very decided abili- 
ties, and wasdistinguisbed for headlong 
bravely. His loshneas and personal dar- 
ing weie thought the only diawbaiiks 


paigns was a speculatioi^ aud he had 
long derived a satisfactory income by 
purchasing distinguished jiiisoners of 
war at a low piica from the soldiers 
who had captured thorn, aud were ig- 
norant of their lank, and by i-ansomiiig 
them aftenvards at an immense ad- 
vance.’ This sort of trafiic in men was 
frequent in that age, and was considered 
perfectly honourable. Harshol Strozzi, 
Count Mansfeld, and other professional 
soldiers, derived tMir main income 
from the ^tem.’ They were natu- 
rally inclined, therefore, to look impa- 
tiently upon a state of peace as an 
unnatural condition of affairs which cut 
off aU the profits of their particular 
branch of industry, and condemned 
them t<f both idleness and poverty. 


to his high character as a commander 
He h.id many accompliBbments. He 
spoke Latm. French, Spanish, and Ita- 
loMi with equal fluency, was celebrated 
fSr bis attachment to the fine arts, and 
wrote much aud with great elegance.* 
Such had been Philibert of Savoy, the 
pauper nephew of the powerful Em- 
peror, the adventurous and vagrant 
cousin of the lofty Philip, a prinoa 
without a people, a duke without a 
dukedom; with no hops but in war- 
fare, with no revenue but rapine; tiis 
image, in person, of a bold and manly 
soldier, small, but graceful and athletii^ 
martial in bearing, “ wearing his sword 
under his arm hke a coipoial,"* be- 
cause* an internal malady made a belt 
inconvenient, and ready to turn to 


1 Branttme. (Kuvrea, l 3il, sqq. corto et sagace nftlto, liens obiuBiisuid pen- 
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■wift account every cbance nrhich a 
new Bciiec of campaigns might open to 
him Withhis new salary aa governor, 
bis pe^ons, and the remams of his 
ptSeseawoiB in Kice and Piedmont, he 
had now the splendid annual income of 
one hundred thousand crowns, and was 
sure to spend it alL^ 

It had been the desire of Charles to 
smooth the commencement of Philip’s 
He had for this purpose mime 
a vigorouB effort to undo, aa it were, 
the whole work of his reign, to suspend 
the operation of his whole political sys- 
tem, The Emperor and conqueror, 
who had-been warring all his lifetime, 
had attempted, as the last act of his 
reign, to improvise a peace. But it was 
not so easy to arrange a pacification of 
Europe as dramaticwy aa he desired, 
in order that he might gather his robes 
about him, and allow the curtain to 
fall upon his eventful history in 'a 
grand hush of decorum and quiet. 
Ihningtiie autunm and winter of 1555, 
hoslalitiea had been virtually suspend- 
ed, and languid uegotiationa ensued. 
For several months armiee confronted 
each other without engaging, and diplo- 
matists fenced among themselves with- 
out any palpable result. At last the 
p^e commisraoners, who had been 
assembled at Vaucdlea since the be- 
ginning of the year 1556, signed a 
treaty of truce rather than of peace, 
upon the 5th of February.* It was to 
be an armistice of five years, both bv 
land and sea, for France, Spain, Flan- 
I dm, and Italy, throughout all ilie do- 
minions of the French and Spanish 
pconarohs. The Pope was expressly 
inclnded in the truce, which was signed 
on the part of France by Admiral Co- 
ligny and Sebastian I'Auhespine; on 
that of Spain, by Count do lAlain, 
'Philibert de Bruxelles, Simon Henard, 
and Jean Baptiste Sciceio, a jurjscon- 
,sult of Cremona.’ During the previous 
.month of December, however, the Pope 
lhad concluded with the French mo- 
parch a treaty, by which this solemn 
I unnistioe was rendered an egregious 
1 ftree. ^Tlule Henr y’s plgnipototnuies 

1 '« ’ BoOivvara MB 
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had been plif^ting their faith to those 
of Philip, it had. been arranged that 
France should sustain, by suhsidica 
and armies, the scheme upon which 
Paul was bent to drive the Spaniards 
entirely out of the Italiati peninsula.’ 
The king was to aid thd* pontiff, and. 
in return, was to carve thrones for his 
own younger children out of the con- 
fiscated realms of Philip. When was 
France eveqslow to sweep uiion Italy 
with such a hope? Bow could the 
ever-glowing rivalry of Valois and 
Habsburg fail to burst into a general 
confiagration, while the venerable vice- 
gerent of Christ stood thus beside them 
with his fan in his hand > 

For a brief breathing space, however, 
the news of the pacification occasioned 
much joy in the provinces. They re- 
joiced even in a temporary cessation 
of that long series of campaigns from 
which they could certainly derive no 
advantage, and in which their part w .is 
to furnish money, soldiers, and beitle- 
fields, without prospect of benefit from 
any victory, however brilhant, or any 
treaty, however elaborate. Jlanufac- 
turmg, agricultural, and eoninieroial 
provinces, filled to the full with mdus- 
trial life, could not hut be injured by 
being converted into perpetual campa 
AU was joy in the Netherlands, while 
at Antwerp, tlje great commercial mo- 
tropohs of theiprovinces and of Europe, 
the rapture was uubounded. Ox^n 
were Iroasted whole in the public 
squares; the streets, soon to be em- 
piuipled with the host blood of her 
citizens, ran red with wine ; a hundred 
triumphal arches adorned the pathway 
of Philip as he came thither; and a 
profusion of flowers, although it was 
February, were strewn before his feet * 
Such was his greeting in the light- 
hearted city, but the countenance w'as 
more than usually sullen ivith which 
the sovereign received these demon- 
strations of pleasure. It was thought 
by many that Philip had. been really 
disappointed in the conclusion of the 
armistice, that he was Inspireu with a 
spark of th at martial ambition for 

* Do Thou, ui. xvh. Uetereo. i. 17, 
eqq 
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which his rwvgyrists gave Hm credit, : 
and that, Jmowing fuU well the im- 
prohahility at a long suspension of 
hostilities, he was even ^ger for the 
chance of conquest which their resump- 
tion would ijfford him. The secret 
treaty of the fope was, of course, not 
BO secret but that the hollow intentions 
of the contracting parties to the truce of 
VaucelleB were thoroughly suspected; 
intentions which certainly ^eut far to 
justify the jnaxims and the practice 
of the new governor-general of the 
Netherlands upon the subject of ar- 
mistices. Philip, underst^ding his 
position, was revolving renewed mili- 
taiy projects while his subjects were 
ringing merry bells .ind lighting bonfires 
in the Netherlands These schemes, 
which were to be carried out in the 
immediate future, caused, however, a 
temporary delay in the great purpose 
to which he was to devote his life. 

The Emperor had always desired to 
regard the Ketherlanda as a whole, and 
he hated the antiquated charters and 
obstinate privileges which interfered 
with his ideas of symmetry. Two 
great machines, the Court of Mechlin 
and the Inquisition, would effectually 
simplify and assimilate all these irre- 
gular and heterogeneous rights. The 
civil tnbunal was to anmhilate all 
diversities in their laws bj a general 
cassation of all their constitutions, and 
the ecclesiastical court was to bum 
out all difiereiices in their religious 
faith. Betw'ceu two such millstones 
it was thought that the Netherlands 
might be crushed into uniformity. 
Philip succeeded to these ti^itions. 
The lather hod never sufficient leisure 
to carry out all his schemes, but it 
seemed probable that the son would be 
a worthy successor, afs least in all 
which concerned the reUgious part of 
bis system. One of the earliest mea- 
sures of his reign was to re-enact the 
dread edict of 1660. This he did by 
the express advice of the Bishop of 
Arras, who represented to him the 
expeffiency sf making use of the po- 
pularity of his father’s name to sustmn 
the horrible system resolved upon.* 


As Charles was the author of the edict, 
it could be always aigued that nothing 
new was introduced; that burning, 
hanging, and drowning for rcXgious 
diSerences constituted a part of the 
national institutions; that they had 
received the sanction of the wise Em- 
peror, and had been sustained by the 
sagacity of past generations. Nothing 
could have been more subtle, as the 
event proved, than this advica Tnm is 
merahle were the appeals made in sub- 
sequent years upon this subject, to the 
patiiotism and the conservative senti- 
ments of the Netherlanders. Bepeat- 
edly they were summoned to wiaintain 
the Inquisition, on the ground that it 
had been submitted to % their ances- 
tors, and that no change had been made 
by Philip, who desired only to main- 
tain chuicb .and crown in the authorily 
which they had enjoyed in the days of 
his father “ of very laudable memory.” 

Nevertheless, the King’s mihtory 
plans seemed to interfere for the mo- 
ment with this cherished object, 
seemed to swerve, at starting, from 
pursuing the goal which he was onlj 
to abandon with life. The edict ol 
1550 was le-enacted and confirmed 
and all office-holders were commandec 
faithfully TO enforce it upon pain- oi 
immediate dismissal.* Nevcriheless 
it was not vigorously carried inti 
effect anywhere. It was openly re 
sisted in Holland, its proclamation wai 
flatlv refused in Antwerp, and repudi 
atecT throughout Brabant.* It wai 
strango that such disobedience shoulc 
be tolerated, but the King wanted 
money. He was willing to refrain for a 
season from exasperating the province! 
by fresh religious persecution at the 
moment when he was endeavouring tc 
extort every penny which it was pea 
mble to wring from their purses * 

The joy, therefore, with which the 
pacification had been hailed by the 
people was far from an agreeable 
spectacle to the King. The provinces 
would eifjiect that the forces which 
had been maintained at their expense 
during tlie war wsuld be disbanded, 
whereas he had no intention rfdis- 
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banding tiiom* As tho imce was sure 
to be temporal^, be bad no disposition 
to iliitiiTiiali bis available resources for 
^ vra^wbiob might be renewed at any 
moment. To maintain tbe existing 
military establishment in tbe ISf ether- 
lands, a large sum of money was re- 
quired, for the pay was very mucb in 
arrear, Tbe Ktng bad made a state- 
ment to tbe provinmal estates upon 
A hia subject, but tbe matter was kept 
secret during tbe negotiations with 
franco. The way bad thus been 
paved for tbe " Request ” or "Bade,” 
which be now made to tbe estates as- 
sembled at Brussels, in the spring of 
1556. It was to consist of a tax of 
one per cent, (tbe hundredth penny) 
upon all real estate, and of two per 
cent, upon all merchandise; to be col- 
lected in three payments. The re- 
quest, in so far as the imposition 
of the proposed tax was concerned, 
was re^ed by Flanders, Brabant, 
HdUand, and all the other important 
provinces; but, as usual, a moderate, 
even a generous, commutation in 
money was offered by the estates. 
This was finally accepted by Plnlip, 
after be had become convinced that at 
this moment, when he was contem- 
•, plating a war with France, it would 
be extiemely impolitic to insist upon 
the tax. The publication of the truce 
in Italy had been long delayed, and 
the first infractions which it suffei-ed 
were committed in that country. The 
arts of politicians, the schemes of indi- 
vidual ambition, united with the 
short-lived militoiy ardour of Philip to 
place tiiat monarch in an eminently 
false position, that of hostility to the 
Pope, As was unavoidable, the seciet 
treaty of December acted as an im- 
mediate dissolvent to the truce of 
February. 

Great was the indignation of Paul 
Caiaffa^ when that truce was first 
eommunicated to him by the Cardinal 
de Toumon, on the port of the French 
Government.*- RotwithstaAdiTig the 
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protestations of France ti^t the secret 
league was still binding, the pontifl 
complained that be was likely to be 
abandoned to bis own resources, and 
to be left single-handed to contend 
with tbe vast power of ppain. 

Pope Paul IV., of,|,&e house of 
Caraffa, was, in position, the weU 
known counterpart of the Empoior 
Charles. At the very moment uhen 
the conqueror and autocrat w.as ex 
chang in g crown for cowl, and llie 
proudest throne of the unireise fur a 
cell, this aged monk, as weary of 
scientific and religious seclusion as 
Charles of pomp and iiower, h.id alidi 
cated his scholastic pre-eminence, and 
exchanged his rosary for the keys and 
sword. A pontificid Faustus, he had 
become disgusted with the ic.>iihi nt 
a life of study and abnegation, and 
immediately upon his election appeared 
to be glowing with mundane p.is.'.'ni3, 
and inspired by the fieiccst ambition 
of a warrior. He bad rushed from 
tbe cloister as eagerly as Clnarlcs had 
sought it. He panted foi the tompesti 
of we great external woihl as eamcstlj 
as the conqueror who had so long nd 
den upon the whirlwind of human 
affairs sighed for a haven ot repose’ 
None of bis piedecessore had huen 
more despotic, more belhgeront, iiviro 
disposed elevate and strengthen tho 
temporal power of Rome. In tho In- 
quisition he saw the grand machine 
bywhich this purpose could he accom- 
plished,'’ and yet found himself for a 
period the antagonist of Philip ! Tlie 
single circumstance would have been 
sufficient, had other proofs been want- 
ing, to make manifest that the part 
which he had chosen to play was above 
his genius. Had his capacity been at 
all commensarate with his amhitmn, 
he might have deeply influenced tho 
fate of the world; hut fortunately no 
wizard’s charm came to tbe aid of 
Paul CarafEa, and the triple-crowned 
monk sat upon the pontifical throne, a 
fierce, peevish, quer^ons, and quarrel- 
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gome dotard; tUo prey and tUe tool of 
his Tigorous enemies and his intrigu- 
ing relations. His hatred of Spain 
and Spaniards was unbounded. He 
raved at them as “heretics, schis- 
matics, acciu^d of Ood, the spawn of 
Jews and Mo^, the very dregs of the 
earth.” ^ To play upon such ina<ano 
passions was not difficult, and a shilful 
ai-tist stood ever ready to strike the 
dioids thus vibiatmg with age and 
fury. The mastor-spirit and principal 
mischief-maSer of the papal coui-t was 
the well-known Cardinal CaialF.i, onec 
n wild and dissolute soldier, neiiliow to 
the Pope. He intlamcd the anger of 
the pontiff by his repiesentations, th.at 
the rival house of Oolonna, susinined 
by the Duke of Alva, now viceroy of 
Naples, and by the whole Spanish 
power, thus relieved from the fe.-ir of 
Fiencli hostilities, would be free to 
wreak its vengeance upon their family.^ 
It was determined that the Coui-t of 
France should be held by the seciet 
le.igue. Moreover, the Pope had been 
expressly included in the treaty of 
Vaucelles, although the troops of Spam 
had already assumed a hostile attitude 
in the south of Italy. The Cardinal 
was for immediately proceeding to 
Paris, there to excite the sympathy of 
the French monarch for the situation 
of himself and his uncle. An imme- 
diate rupture between H-aiice and 
Spam, a rekindling of the war flames 
from one end of Europe to the other, 
were necessary to save the credit and 
the interests of the Caraffas Caidiual 
de Toumon, not desirous of so sudden 
a termination to tlie pacifio relations 
between his country and Spain, suc- 
ceeded in detaining him a little longer 
in Bome.^ He remained, but not in 
idleness. The restlessaintrigner had 
already formed dose relations with the 
most important personage in France, 
Diana of Poitiers.'* This venerable 
courtesan, to the enjoyment of whose 
charms Henry had succeeded, with the 
other regal possessions, on the death 
of his fath^, was won% the flatteries 

r “Horotici, sdsmaUd, et maladctti di 
Dio, seme d6 Giudeiet de Mairanl feccia 
del mondo Navigero, Belazione, US. 
Bib. de Bouig. Bo. 0079. e 


of the wily Caraffa, and bj the assi- 
duities of the Quise family. The best 
and most sagacious statesmen, the 
Constable and the Admiral, were in 
ffivour of peace, for they knew thA 
condition of the kingdom. The Duka 
of Guise and the Cardinal Lorraine 
weie for a rupture, for they hoped to 
increase their family influence by war. 
Coligny had signed the treaty of Vau- 
celles, and wished to maint^ it, hu^ 
the influence of the Catholio party was 
in the ascendant. The result was to 
emhioil the Catholic King agunst the 
Pope and against themselves. The 
Queen was as favourably inclined as 
the mistress to listen to CaiaSk, for 
Catherine de Medici was desirous that 
her cousin. Marshal Strozzi, should 
have honorable and profitable employ- 
ment in eouie fresh Italian campoigna. 

In the meantime an accident fa- 
voured the designs of the papal court. 
An open quarrel with Spain resulted 
fiom au insignificant circumstance. 
The Spanish ambassador at Borne was 
in the habit of leaving the rity very 
often, at an early hour in the monung; 
upon shooting excursions, and had long 
enjoyed the privilege of ordering the 
gates to he opened for bini at his plea- 
sure, By accident or design, he was 
refused permission upon one occaeioi 
to pioss through the gate as usual. Un 
willing to lose his day’s sport, and 
enraged at what he considered am in 
dignity, his excellency, by the aid ol 
his flttendants, attacked and beat the 
guard, mastered them, made his waj 
out of the city, and pursued hie morn 
lug's amusement.^ The Pope 'wai 
furious, and Carafb artfully inflamec 
his anger. The envoy was refused as 
audience, which he desired for tin 
sake of offering explanations, and tin 
tiam being thus laid, it was thoughi 
that the right moment hsd arrived iai 
applying the firebrand. The Cardina 
went to Paris post haste. In his audi 
enco of the King, he represented tfaail 
his Holiaess bad placed implioit W 
llmce upon his secret treaty Witih hh 

> Do Thou, iii. 19,'liq. 
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SIojeBby, tlut the recently-concluded 
truce 'with Spain left the pontiff at the 
mercy of the Spaniard, that the Cuke 
^ Aj^ had already drawn the sword, 
Qiat the Pope had 'long ainca done 
himself the pleasure and the honour of 
appointing the French monarch pro- 
tector of the papal chair in general, 
and of the Caraffa family in particu- 
lar, and that the moment had arriTed 
Jor claiming the benefit of that protec- 
tion. He aasored him, moreover, as 1^ 
full papal authority, that in respecting 
the recent truce with Spain, his Ua- 
jesty would violate both human and 
divine law. Beason and justice re- 
quired him to defend the pontiff, now 
tiiat the Spaniards were about to profit 
by the interval of truce to taka mea- 
sures for his detriment. Koreover, as 
the Pope was included in the truce of 
Vauoellea, he could not be abandoned 
without a violation of that treaiy it- 
aelf.t The arts and arguments of the 
Cardinal proved successful; the war 
was resolved upon in favour of the 
Pope.* The Cardinal, by -virtue of 
powers received and brought with him 
from his Holiness, absolved the King 
from all obligation to keep his faith 
with Spain. He also gave him a dis- 
^pensaHon from the duty of prefacing 
nostilitieB by a deciaraHon of wai. 
Stroszi was sent at once into Italy, 
with some hastily-collected troops, 
while the Duke of Guise waited to 
ot^Loise a regular army. 

The miacl^ being thus fairly afoot, 
and war let loose again upon Europe, 
the Cardinal made a public eutry luto 
Paris, as legate of the Pope. The po- 
pulace crowded about his mule, as he 
rode at the head of a stately proces- 
sion Hirough the etreeta. All were 
anxious to receive a heuediction from 
tho holy man who had come so far to 
represent ths successor of St Peter, 
and to enlist the efforts of all true be- 
Uevers iu his cause. He appeared to 
Miswer the entreaties of the supcrsti- 
QO^ rabble with fervent bleesings, 
while the friends who were neareet 
Inm were aware tha^ nothing hut gibes 
and ftreastoB were f alliug from his bps. 
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"Let us fool these poor Veatures tn 
their heart's content, sinoe they will be 
fools," he muttered; smiling uie while 
upon them benignontly, as became his 
holy office.* Such were the mate- 
riais of this new comlj|jnation ; such 
was the fuel with w£ich this new 
blaze was lighted and maintained. 
Thus were the great powers of the 
earth — Spain, Frmce, England, and 
ihe Papa^ — embroiled, and the ua 
tions embattled against e;ich other fur 
several years. The preceding pages 
shew how much national intciests, or 
pnnciples, were concerned in the 
strug^e thus commenced, in which 
thousands were to shed their life-blood, 
and millions to be reduced fiom peace 
and comfort to suffer all tho misery 
which himine and rapine can iiiQict. 
It would no doubt hare increased the 
hilarity of Caraffa, as he made his 
triumphant entry into Paris, could tho 
idea have been suggested to bis muid 
that the sentiments, or the welfare of 
the people tbi-oughout the great states 
now involved in his meshes, could have 
any possible bearing upon the question 
of peace or war. The world was go- 
verned by other influences The wiles 
of a cardinal — the arts of a concubine 
— the snipe-shooting of an ambassador 
— the speculations of a soldier of foi- 
tune — ^the ill-temper of a monk — ^the 
mutual v^om of Italian houiois — 
above ell, the perpetual rivalry of the 
two great lostorical famihes who 
owned the greater ^rt of Europe be- 
tween them as their private property 
— such were the wheels on which 
rolled tho destiny of Christendom. 
Compared to these, what were great 
moral and pohtical ideas, the plans of 
statesmen, tiie hopes of nations? Time 
was soon to (shew. Meanwhile, go- 
vernment continued to he adminis- 
tered exclusively for the benefit of the 
governors. Meanwhile, a petty war 
for paltry motives was to precede the 

g 'eat spectacle which was to prove to 
urope that principles and peoples still 
existed, and that a phlegmatic nation 
of merchants and manufacturers could 
defy the powers of ths universe, and 
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. ride nil their Uood and treasure, gene- 
nriuon after generaiian, in a sacred 
- cause. 

It does not heloug to my puipose to 
narrate the d^ils of the campaign in 
Italy; neither is this war of politics 
and ^icone dt any great interest at 
the present day. To the nulitaiy minds 
of their age^ we scientific dud which 
now took place upon a huge scale, be- 
tween two such celebrated captains as 
the Dukes of Guise and Alva, was no 
doubt esteemed the most important of 
spectaeles; but the pi ogress of man- 
kind in the art of slaughter has stripped 
so antigiuated an exhibition of most of 
its interest, even in a technical point of 
view. Net much satisfaction could be 
derived from watchmg an old-fashioned 
game of war, in which the p.artiea sat 
down before each other so tranquilly, 
and picked up piece after piece, castle 
after castle, city after city, with such 
scientific dehberation as to make it 
evident that, in the opinion of the 
commandere, war was the only serious 
business to be done in the world; that 
it was not to be done in a hurry, nor 
contrary to rule ; and that when a 
general had a good job upon bis hands 
he ought to know his profession much 
too thoroughly, to hasten through it 
before he saw his way clear to another 
Ftom the point of tune, at Jhe close of 
the year 15S6, when that well-trained, 
but not very successful soldier, Strozzi, 
crossed the Alps, down to the autumn 
of the following year, when the Duke 
of Alva made hie peace with the Pope, 
there was hardly a pitched battle, and 
scarcely an event of strikmg interest. 
Alva, as usual, brought his dilatory 
pohey to bear upon his adversary with 
great effect He had no intention, he 
observed to a friend, to Itake the whole 
kingdom of Haples against a brocaded 
coat of the Duke of Guise.t More- 
over, he had been sent to the war, as 

^ De la Boca. Resultas dn la Vida del 
Duque de Alba, p 66 
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Buy Gomez informed the Venetian 
ambassador, “with a bridle in his 
mouth.”® Philip, sorely troubled in 
his mind at finding biTnaelf ^ 
strange a position as this hostile atti- 
tude to the Church, had earnestly in- 
terrogated all the doctors and theolo- 
gians with whom he habitually took 
counsel, whether this war wi& the 
Pope would not work a forfeiture of 
his title of the Most Cathohe l^g.*-* 
The Bishop of Anas and the favounto 
both disapproved of the war, and en- 
couraged with all their infiuenco the 
mcific inclmations of the monarch,* 
^e doctors were, to be sure, of opi- 
nion that Philip, having acted in Italy 
only in self-defence, and for the pro- 
tection of hiB states, ought not to be 
anxious as to his continued right to 
the title on which he valued himsell 
so highly.' Nevertheless, such pon- 
dcrings and misgivings could not but 
have the effect of hampering the ac- 
tions of Alva That generid chafed 
inwardly at what he considered 1^ 
own contemptible position. At the 
same time, he enraged the Duke of 
Guise still more deeply by the forced 
calmness of bis pioceeihugs. For- 
tresses were reduced, towns taken, one 
after another, with the most provoking* 
deliberation, while his distracted ad- 
versary in vain strove to defy, or to 
delude him into trying the chances of 
a stricken field.' The battle of Saint 
Qutjptin, the narrative of which be- 
longs to our subject, and will soon oo- 
cupy our attention, at last decided the 
Italian operations. Fgmont’s brilliant 
triumph in Picardy rendered a victory 
in Italy superfluous, and placed in 
Alva’s band the power of cominanding 
the issue of his own campaign.^ The 
Duke of Guise was recalled to defend 
the French frontier, which the bravery 
of the Flemish hero had imperilled, 
and the Pope was left to make tho 
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liitti to taker advantage of the hermit the event pFOved, was very much 
banker's aammimication. against their interests, an I in which 

A day was accordin^y fixed, at the moving cause for th^ entangle* 
which, under the guidance of this ment was &e 'devotion of a weak, W1, 
ithwfy%C(luired ally, a surprise should ferocious woman, for a husband who 
be attempted by tiie Frenoh forces, hated her. A herald se^ from Eng- 
and the unsuspecting city of Bouay land arrived in France, ^guised, and 
given over to the pillage of a brutal was presented to E^ng Henry at 
soldiery. The time appointed was the Bheims. Here, dropping on one knee, 
night of Epiphany, upon occasion of he recited a list of complaints again, di 
^which festival it was thought that the his Majesty, on behalf of the English 
inhabitants, overcome with sleep and Queen, all df them fabricated or exsg* 
wassail, might be easily overpowered, gerated for the occasion, and none of 
(6th January 1657.) The plot was a them furnishing even a decorous pre- 
good idot, but the Admiral of France text for the war which was now foi'- 
was destined to he foiled by an old mally declared.* The French monarch 
woman. This person, apparently the expressed his regret and surprise that 
only creature awake in the town, the firm and amicable relations secuicd 
perceived the danger, ran shriekmg by treaty between the two couiitiii'S 
through the streets, alarmed the mti- should tiiua, without sufficient cause, 
sens while it was yet time, and thus be violated. In accepting the wager 
prevented the attack.* Coligny, dia- of warfare forced upon him, he bade 
appointed in his plan, recompense his the herald, Korns, iufoim his mistress 
soMiets by a sudden ondaiight upon that her messenger was treated with 
Lens in Arthois, which he sacked and courtesy only because he represented 
then levelled with the giound. Such a lady, ami that had he come from a 
was the wretched condition of frontier kmg, the language with which he 
cities, standing, even in time of peace, w'ould have been greeted would have 
with the ground undermined beneath befitted the perfidy manifested on the 
I them, and existing every moment, as occamon. God would punish this 
it were, upon the brink of explosion * shamelese violation of faith, and this 
Hostihties having been thus com- wanton interruption to the friendship 
Aenced, the Fremffi government was of two great nations. With this tho 
in some embarrassment. The Duke of herald was dismissed from the royal 
Guise, with the most available foroes presence, but treated with great dis- 
of the kingdom, having crossed tho tinction, conducted to the hotel of the 
Alps, it became necessary forthwith to Enghsh ambassador, and presented, on 
collect another army. The place -iii the part of the French sovereign, with 
rendezvous appointed was Fierrepoint, a chain of gold. * 
where an army of eighteen thousand Fhihp had despatched Euy Gomez 
infantry and five thousand horse weie to Spam for the purpose of providing 
assembled early in the spring.' In the ways and means, while he was himself 
meantimeFhilip, finding the war fairly occupied with the same task in Eng- 
afoot, had croBs^ to England for the land." He stayed there three months, 
purpose (exactly in contravention of During this timo, he “ did more,” says 
^ hie marriage stipulations) of cajol- a Spanish contemporary, than any 
ing his wife and browbeatmg her mmis- one could have believed poesible with 
tets into a participation in luB war with that proud and indomitable nation. 
France. This was easily accomplished. He caused them to declare war against 
The English nation found themselves France with fire aiyj eword, by eca 
ai^idingly engaged in a contest with and land.”' Hostilities having been 
which tiiey had no concern, which, as thus chivalrously and formally esta- 
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hUshed, Uie Queen sent im lumy of 
eight thouAnd men, cavalTy, infantiy, 
end pionee^, who, “all cl:^ in hlue 
uniform,” ^ commanded hy Lords Pem- 
brohe and Clinton, with the three sons 
of the Earl%>f Northumberland, and 
oiScerod by (many other scions of 
England's aristocracy, disembarked at 
Calais, and Portly afterwards joined 
the camp before Saint Quentin.* 

Phihp meantime had le|t England, 
and with jnore bustle and activity 
than was usual with him, had given 
directions for organising at once a con- 
siderable army. It was composed 
mainly of troops belonging to the 
Netherlands, with the addition of some 
German auidliarioa. Thirty-five thou- 
sand foot and twelve thousand home 
had, by the middle of July, advanced 
through the provmce of Namur, and 
were assembled at Glvet imder the 
Duke of Savoy, who, as Governor- 
general of the Netherlands, held the 
chief command.* All the moat emi- 
nent grandees of the provinces. Orange, 
Aemchot, Berlaymont, Kcghem, Bre- 
derode, were present with the troops, 
but the life and soul of the army. 
Upon this memorable occasion, was 
the Count of Egmont 
Lamorol, Count of Egmont, Prince 
of Gavere, was now in the thirty-sixth 
year of his age,* in the very noon of 
that brilliant life which S’os destined 
to be so soon and so fatally over- 
shadowed. Not one of the daik clouds 
which were in the future to aoouinu- 
late around him, had yet rolled above 
his honzon. Young, noble, wealthy, 
handsome, valiant, he saw no threat- 
ening phantom m the future, and 
caught eagerly at the golden oppor- 
tunity, which the present placed withm 
his grasp, of winning tfiesh laurels on 
a wider and more fruitful field than 
any in which he had hitherto been a 
reaper. The campaign about to take 
place was likely to be an imposing, if 
not an import^t one, and could not 
fiul to be attractive to a noble of so 
ardent and showy a character as Eg- 
mont. If there were no lofty prin- 
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ciplea or extensive intere^ to he con- 
tended for, as there certainly were not, * 
there vras yet much that was stately 
and dxcitmg to the imaginatio%in the 
warfare which had been eo dehberatmy 
and pompously arranged. The con- 
tending armies, although of moderate 
size, were composed of picked troops, 
and were commanded hy the flower of 
Europe’s chivalry. Kmgs, princes, 
.Hid the most illustrious paladins cd 
Christendom, were arming for the 
great tournament, to which they had 
bean aummoned by herald and trum- 
pet; and the Batavian hero, without a 
crown or even a countiy, hut with as 
lofty a Imeage aa many anointed ao- 
vereigns could boast, waa ambitious 
to distinguish himself in the proud 
airay. 

Upon the north-western edge of the 
narrow peninsula of North Holland, 
noshed by the stoimy waters of the 
German Ocean, were the ancient castle, 
town, and lordship, n hence Egmont 
derived his family name, and the title 
by which he was mostfamiliarly known. 
He was supposed to trace his descent 
through a line of chivalrous champions 
and crusodeis, up to the pagan kings 
of the most ancient of existing Teu- 
tonic races. The eighth century names 
of the Fiisian Badbold and Adgild* 
among his ancestors were thought to 
denote the antiquity of a house whose 
lustre had been increased in later 
times by the splendour of its alhauces. 

father, united to Eranjoiae da 
Luxemburg, Princess of Gaveie, had 
acquired by this marriage, and trans- 
mitted to hiB posterity, many of the 
proudest titles and richest estates of 
Monders. Of the three children who 
survived him, the only daughter was 
afterwards united to the Count of 
Taudemout, and became mother of 
Louise de Vaudemont, queen of the 
French monarch, Henry the Third. 
Of his two sous, Charles, the elder, 
bod died young audimmamed, leaving 
all theaestates and titles of the family 
to his brother. Lomond, horn in 1S2% 
was in eaily yoi^h a page of the Em- 
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pomr. When old enoogh to bear 
UTOB bo dsmoDded and obtained per* 
miaaion to foSow the career o£ hla ad- 
vjptfaqgns Borereign. He served his 
ap preat i eeship as a soldier in the 
stormy expe^tion to Barbary, where, 
in his nineteenth year, he commanded 
a troop of light hor3e,anddaatingmshed 
himself nnder the Emperor’s eje tor 
his courage and devotion, dmng the 
■duty not only of a gaUaat commander, 
bat of a hardy soldier.^ Betunung, 
unscathed by the war, flood, or tem- 
pest of that memorable enterprise, 
he reached his country by the way of 
Coraica, Genoa, and Lorraine, and was 
three years afterwards umted (in the 
year 1345) to Sabina of Bavaria, sister 
of BVedoric, Elector FaUtine. The nup- 
tials had taken place at Spiers, and 
few royal weddings could have been 
more b rillian t. The Emperor, his 
brother Ferdinand, King of the 
Homans, with the Archduke Maxi- 
milian, all the imperial cluctorr, and 
a concourse of the principal nobles of 
the empire, were present on tl>o occa- 
sion. 

In the following year, Charles in- 
vested him with the order of the 
hleeco at a chapter hold at Utrecht 
Ip 1353, he had been at the Emperor's 
side during the unlucky siege of Metz; 
in 1534, he had been sent at the head 
of a splendid embassy to England, to 
solicit for Philip the hand of Mary 
Tudor, and had witnessed the marri^e 
in Winchester cathedral, the same 
year. Although one branch of his 
house had, m past times, arrived at 
the sovereignty of Queldres, and an- 


other bad acquired the gmi estates 
and titles of Buren, whichl M recently 
passed, by intermairiqgc^ with th» 
heiress, into the possession of tiie 
Prince of Orange, yet the Prince of 
Gavere, Connt of Egmditt, was tlie 
chief of a race which yiilldtid to nnnr 
of the great Batavian or Flemhh 
families in antiquity, wealth, or power. 
Person-ally, he was distinguished fur 
his bravery^ and although he wiis n it 
yet the of the camp, wluch lie 
was destined to become, nor hid yi-t 
commanded in chief on any iinpn rtait 
occasion, he was accounted one of tiie 
five principal generals m the ui'sh 
service.* Eager for general adruinitiuii, 
bo was at the same time Iiau;,!.!}'^ .ami 
presumptuous, attempting t > coinWi-e 
the characters of an arrogant ru.agnate 
and a popular chieftain. Terrible and 
audrlen in his wrath, he was yet of in- 
ordmate vanity, and was easily led by 
those who uri'krstood his weakni. i 
With a limited education, anda slendir 
capacity for all affairs’ except these 
reiatmg to the camp, ho was destined 
tu be as vaciUatmg and incompetent 
a statesman as he was prompt an-l 
fortunately audacious in the field. A 
splcn4lid soldier, bis evil stars bad 
dtftmed him to tread, as a politician, 
a dark and dangeroua path, in whiUi 
not even gerjus, caution, and integrity 
could insurr success, but in winch 
rashness alternating with hesitation, 
and credulity with violence, could not 
fail to bring min. Such was Count 
Egmont, as he took his place at the 
head of the Emg’s cavalry in the sum- 
mer of 1557- 


1 **Pour avoir esU noniry louto sa vio 
entre les armes, souU, ce praiid tpicmor 
Charles Ic Qumt, n’ostauC cage iiuo div sept 
aus ou dix hurt sne, quaml 11 conimcnca sou 
premier apprentlseaee eu voynge de Thimie, 
conduisaut une cotiipaigiiie do cavaillene 
Icgcre oU U fit I'ollleo non seulomciit de 
coMtaliic maia aussy de tres liarrly f-oldat’* 
— ^bo la Gnerro Civile des Pays Qua, par 
feutas Fayeu. MB. 

Wo shall ofton have occasion to ^le this 
maauscnpt in the uourse of tlus volume It 
uxemailaihle that so valuable and Interest^ 
■',5™pieut of eonteiuporanoous liistory 
Mmuldii^ve rmnamed unpublished. Its 
Soigneur doa Eisarts, 
ISSirf B«ty, and a very detof- 

■ Oatholfc. fio was in eloaa relaturi 


With many imTOrtant penoni^s of tho 
titne^ 5vluch be oesenbes, and liis work, lu i- 
I'una sinking eketphes, dioractcnstic aiicc» 
doteBp minute trans^ wbich shew the keen 
observer of men end things Horo than 
aiiy Netheriander of liia day, ho po»&css4.d 
the dramatic power of Betting b'^fore 
eycB of hiB Tcadm the men and etoncB f aiui> 
liar to LlmFelf. Ifis work is hill of colour 
and invaluable detail There aro Bevordl 
copies extant in cho diShrent Iibrai^ of tbo 
ffctherlanda. The cue which f have used 
19 that m the Royal Library ofHhe Hague 
(Fonda OoraM B. 103). 

» Bunauo HS. 

• " Peu versa anxlettres, grosser et 

Ignorant en matllre d'eatat, pouce dvile,* 
etc.^'-PoidiUs Foyon 
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The eeifo operations of the Doke of 
Savoy well at first intended to deceive 
the Mieni;n army, after advanc- 
ing as far into Picardy as the tovm of 
Vervins, rvnich they burned Imd pU- 
Liged, n^en demonstration ivith their 
irnolo force^upon the city of Guise. 
This, however, was but a feint, by 
whidi attention was directed and forces 
drawn off from Saint Quentin, which 
was to be the real point c j attack. In 
the meantime, the Constable of Fiance, 
Montmorency, arrived upon the 2Sth 
July (1557), to take command of the 
French troops. He was accompanied 
by the Mardchal do Saint Andrd and 
by Admiral Coligny. The most illus- 
trioiLS names of France, whether for 
station or valour, were in the officers' 
(ist of this select army. Ncvers and 
Uuntpcnsicr, Enghien and Condd, 
Vcndome and Rochefoucauld, were 
already there, and now the Constable 
and the Admiral came to add the 
strength of their experience and lofty 
reputation to sustain the courage of 
the troops. The French weie at 
Pierrepoint, a post between Cham- 
pi^gno and Pioandy, and in its neigh- 
bourhood. The Spanish army was at 
Vcrvms, and threatening Guise. It 
had been the opinion in France that 
the enemy's intention was to invade 
Champagne, and the Due de Kevers, 
governor of that provimfe, had made a 
disposition of his forces suitable for 
such a contingency. It was the con- 
viction of Montmorency, however, that 
Picardy was to bo the quarter really 
attacked,^ and that Saint Quentin, 
which was the most important point 
at which the enemy’s progress, by that 
route, towards Paris could bo arrested, 
was in imminent linger. The Con- 
stable’s opinion was Boon confirmed by 
advices received by Coligny. The 
enemy’s army, he was informed, after 
remaining throe days before Guise, 
had withdrawn from that point, and 


had invested Saint Qucn&i with theii 
whole forcei 

This wealthy and prosperous ciij 
stood upon an elevation risi'jg fr^n 
the river Somme. It was surroundet 
b^ very extensive suburbs, omamentec 
with orchards and gardens, and includ 
ing ivithin their limits large tracts of i 
highly cultivated soRB Three sidei 
of the place were covered by a lake 
thirty yards in width, very deep . 
some points, in others rather resem 
bhng a morass, and extending on tb 
Flemish side a half mile beyond tb 
city * The inhabitants wore thrivinj 
and industrious; many of the mano 
facturers and merchants were ver 
rich, for it was a place of much traM 
and commercial importance.* 

Teligny was in the city with a d£ 
tachment of the Dauphin’s regiment 
Captain Bnieuil w'as commandant c 
tho town. Both mfoimed Cojigny o 
the imminent peril in which they stooc 
They represented the urgent necessit. 
of immediate reinforcements both c 
men and supplies. The ciiy, as th 
Admiral well knew, was in no cond 
tion to stand a siege by such an army 
and dire were the consequences if s 
important a place should falL Ii wa 
stiU practicable, they wrote, to intic 
diice succour, but every day dimi 
Dished the possibility of nffordiug efibi 
tual relief. Coligny was not the luoi 
to let the grass grow under his feet 
r/ter such an appeal in behalf of th 
principal place in his govermnout. Th 
safety of FVance was dependent upoi 
that nf Saint Quentin. The bulwari 
overthrowTi, Paris was witlnn the nex 
stride of an adventurous enemy, Tb 
Admiral instantly set out, upon the 2i 
of August, with strong reinforcements 
It was too late. The English auxi 
liaries, under Lords Pembroke, Clinton 
and Grey, had in the meantime effectei 
their junction with the Duka of Savoy 
and appeared in the comp before Sain 


I Po Thou, 111 149, xix. 
a '^Paialla de Baa Qomtin Oopiada do 
an codiro M3, de la Bib del Escciial 
Documentos lueditos, lx. 409. 

The manuscript thus published in the 
Madrid collection of locumcnts Is by an 
ancmymouawiator.hut onewht^was present 
si tjie siege, which ho has well descnlMd. 


H]s sketch is, however, entitled ss above 
*'The B.itt]e of St Quintin,” and its mob 
romaikable fcatmo la that he does n ot .qu o 
mention the name or Bgmont as emmRttc 
with th It notion. Cert^y natliM..iiTiilt3 
could no further so. 
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Quentin, The route hy which it had 
be^ hoped that the much-needed euc- 
cour could he introduced was thus 
oconpie^ and rendered impracticable. 
TOe Admiral, however, in consequence 
of the urgent nature of tire lett^ re- 
ceived from Brueuil and Teligny, had 
outstripped, in his aimety, the move- 
ments of his troops, and bad flown 
b^ore hia army. He now shut him- 
--Mf up in the ci^,^ determined to effect 
its deliverance by means of hia skill 
and experience, or at least to shore its 
fate. 

A few days were passed in making 
ineffectual sorties, o^ered by CoUgny 
for the sake of reconnoitering the 
country, and of discovenng the most 
practii^le means of mtroducing sup- 
plies. The Constable, meantime, who 
had advanced with his army to La 
was not idle. He kept up daily 
communications with the Weoguered 
Admir al, and was determined, if possi- 
ble, to reheve the city. There was, 
however, a constant succession of dis- 
appointments. Moreover, the bravo 
but indiscreet Teligny, who command- 
ed during a temporary illness of the 
Admiral, saw lit, against express ordeis, 
to make an imprudent sortie. He 
pud the penalty of his rashness with 
^ life. Meantime the garrison was 
daily growing weaker. Uoligny sent 
out of the city all useless consumers, 
quartered all the women in the cathe- 
di'al and other churches, where they 
were looked in, lest their terror ana 
their tears should weaken the courage 
of the garrison; and did all m his 
power to strengthen the defences of 
the city, and sustain the resolution of 
the inhabitants. Affau'swcre giowmg 
It seemed plain that the 
important city must soon fall, and 
with it most probably Fans. One of 
the suburbs was alre^y in the hands 
lof the enemy. At last Cohguy dis- 
jcovered a route by which he behoved 
I at to he still possible to introduce rem- 
iforcements. He communicated the 
ttesnUa of hia observationa to the Con- 


stable. Upon one side^f the city tho 
flake, or oaorass, was traverse d by a few 

Hoofii. 8. 
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difficult and narrow patiiwiOT, mostly 
under water, and by a runnmg stream 
which could only be paasee/ in boats. 
The Constable, in oonsequence of this 
information received from Coligny, set 
out from La F&re uponfthe 8th o( 
August, with four thousdnd infantry 
and two thousand horse. Halting hia 
troops at the village of Hssigny, he 
advanced in person to the edge of the 
morass, in order to reconnoitre the 
ground and ’prepare his plms. The 
result was a determination to attempt 
the introduction of men and supplies 
into the town by the mode suggested. 
Leaving his troops drawn up in battle 
array, he returned to La F6re for the 
remamder of his army, and to com- 
plete his preparations.’ Coligny in 
the meantime was to provide boats for 
crossing the stream. Upon the 10th 
August, which was the festival of St 
Laureuce, the Constable advanced with 
four pieces of heavy artillery, four 
culvermes, and four lighter iiiecca, and 
arrived at nine o’clock in the morning 
near the Faubourg d'lsle, which was 
already in possession of the Spanish 
troops. The whole army of the Con- 
stable consisted of twdve thousand 
German, with fifteen companies of 
French infant ry, making in all some 
sixteen thousand foot, with five thou- 
sand cavalry m addition. The Duke 
of Savoy’s amy lay upon the same 
side of tile town, widely extended, and 
stretchmg beyond the river and the 
morass. Montmorency’s project was 
to be executed in full view of the 
enemy. Fourteen companies of Spa- 
niards were stationed m the faubourg. 
Two comx>ame3 had been pushed for- 
w-ard as far as a water-mill, which Liy 
in the pathway of the advancing Con- 
stable. Thew soldiers stood their 
ground for a moment, hut soon re- 
treated, while a cannonade was sud- 
denly opened by the French upon the 
quarters of the Duke of Savoy. The 
Duke's tent was tom to pieces, and hr 
had barely time to hurry on his cuirass, 
and to take refuge with Count £g- 
mont.’ The Constable, hastening to 
turn this temporaiy advantage to ac- 

. ?“***• k *• Mcteren, i, M. D« Tho% 
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oount at Quce, commonced Ui« tians- 
portation U Ub troops across the 
morass. 'Aie enterprise was, however, 
not destined to he fortunate. The 
number of boats which had been pro- 
vided was v|[y inadequate ; moreover, 
they were vyry small, and each as it 
left the shore, was consequently so 
crowded with soldiers, that it was in 
danger of being swamped. Several 
were overturned, and the i^n perished. 
It was foynd also that flie opposite 
bank was ^ep and dangerous. Many 
who had crossed the river were un.able 
to effect a landing, while those who 
escaped drowning in the water, lost 
their way in the devious and imprac- 
ticable paths, or perished miserably in 
the treacherous quagmires. Veiy few 
effected their entiance into the town, 
but among them nas Andelot, blether 
of Coligny, with five hundred followers, 
(leant^e, a council of officers was 
held in Egmont's tent. Opinions were 
undecided as to the course to be pur- 
sued under the circumstances Should 
an engagement be risked, or should 
the Constable, who had ^t indiffer- 
ently accomplished his project and had 
intrrauced but an insignificant num- 
ber of troops into the city, be allowed 
to withdraw with the rest of his army ? 
The fiery vehemence of Egmont car- 
ried all before it ‘ Here was an op- 
portumty to measure oi^s at advan- 
tage with the great captain of the age. 
To relinquish the prize, which the foi^ 
tune of war had now placed within 
reach of their valour, was a thought 
not to be entertamed. Here uas the 
great Constable Hontmorency, attend- 
ed by princes of the royal blood, the 
proudest of the nobility, the very 
crown and flower of the chivalry of 
'EVance, and followed by an aimy of 
her biavest troopa On a desperate 
venture he had placed himself within 
their grasp. Should he go thence alive 
and unmolested I The moral effect of 
destroying such an army would be 
greater than if it were twice its actual 
strengths It would be dealing a blow 
at the very heart of France, from 
which she could not recover. Was the 


opportunity to be resign&d without a 
struggle, of laying at the feet of Philips 
in this his first campaign since bis ac- 
cession to his father's rcalmB,u prize 
worthy of the proudest hour of the 
Emperor’s reign? The eloquence of 
the impetuous Batavian was irresis- 
tible, and it was determined to cut off 
the Constable’s retreat.’ 

Three miles from the Faubourg 
d'isle, to which that geneivd had now 
advanced, was a narrow pass or defil^ 
between steep and closely-hanging 
lulls While advancing through this 
ravine in tbo morning, the Constable 
had observed that the enemy might 
have it in their power to mtercept his 
return at that jiomt. He bad therefore 
left the Bhinegrave, with his company 
of mounted carabineers, to guard the 
passage. Being ready to commence 
his retreat, he now sent forward the 
Due de Kevers, with four companies of 
cavalry, to strengthen that important 
position, which ho feared might ha 
inadequately guarded. The act of 
caution came too late. This was the 
fatal point which the quick glance of 
Egmont had at once detected. As 
Nevers reached the spot, two thousand 
of the enemy’s cavalry rode through 
and occupied the narrow passage. Jn- 
flamed by mortification and despafr. 
Hevers would have at once charged 
those troops, although outnumber- 
ing his own by nearly four to one. 
His officers restramed him with diffi- 
cfilty, recalhng to his memory the 
peremptory ordera which he hw re- 
ceived from the Constable to goard 
the passage, but on no account to 
hazard an engagement, until suscained 
by the body of the army. It was a 
case in winch rashness would have 
been the best discretion. The head- 
long charge which the Duke had been 
about to make, might possibly have 
cleared the path and hare extricated 
the army, provided the Cunstable had 
followed up the movement hy a rapid 
adraoce upon bis park As it was, the 
passage was soon blocked up by freshly- 
advancing bodies of Spanish and Fle- 
mish cavalry, while Nevers slcvly and 
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relacbmtlj back upon tbs Prince 
of Ooiid£, who was etatioced with the 
li^t hone at the min where the first 
■TriTmiiih had token place. They were 
soon jdlned by the Constable, with the 
main body of the army. The whole 
fVench force now commenced its re- 
tnograde movement. It was, however, 
but too evident that th^ were en- 
veloped. As they approached the fatal 
_j)aE3 through which lay their only road 
“fej La Fere, and which was now m 
complete pos»e^=jon of the en‘'my, the 
signi of assiult wws given by Count 
E^ont Thar gema al himwlf, at the 
head of two thousand hght horse, led 
the charge upon the left fiank. The 
other side was sss-aulted by the Bakes 
Brie and Henry of Bronswich, each 
with a thousand heavy dragoons, sos- 
tained hy Count Horn, at tli-- head of 
a regiment of mounts gendarmerie. 
Uansfeld, Lalain, Hoogstraaten, and 
Vilain, at the same time made a birious 
attack upon the front The French 
eavahy wavered with the chock co vi- 
gorously given. Tlie ci-nii f Uoveis, 
sutlers, and ledloro, pamc-'-iutk. at 
once fled heltcr—keltei, ai d in their 
precipitate retreat, oamr 1 confu'ion 
and dismay throughout all the ranks 
of the army. The rout was sudden 
afid total. The onset and the victory 
were simultaneous. Kevera, ndmg 
through a hollow with some companies 
of cavaliy, in the hope of making a 
detour and presenting a new front to 
' the enemy, was overwhelmed at onee 
hy the retreating FVenoh and their 
furious puTBuera. The day was lo li, 
retreat hardly possible, yet, by a d.ai ii<g 
and desperate effort, the Duke, accou- 
I panied by a handful of followers, cut 
i his way through the enemy and effected 
' his escape. The cavalry had been 
broken at the first onset and nearly 
destroyed. A portion of the infantry 
I stall held firm, and attempted to con- 
tinue their retreat. Some pieces of 
artslleiy, however, now opened upon 
them, and before they reached Fk.sipiy, 
whole army was completely anni- 
hilated. The defeat was absolute 
Half t^ French trod^s actually en- 


gaged in the enterprise, lost their lives 
upon the field. The rema^idcr of ihs 
army was captured or ufferlj disor- 
ganised. inien Nevera ijviewei, at 
Laon, the wreck of the Constalile's 
whole force, he found st^me thirteen 
hundred French and tl^ee hundred 
German cavalry, with four comi aj. .c 
of French infantry remainjuj out cf 
fifteen, and four thousand Gem-anf > i 
remaining of twelve thousan'L fif 
twenty-one ’or twenty-two 
remarkably fine and well app 'in' 1 
troops, all but sir thiucand lii 1 1 e n 
killt^ or made prisoners v.iiki'J .n 
hour. The Constable himself, wiili u 
wound in the grain, was a ..aptue. 
The Duke of Englicn, aft.- b L.’ big 
with brifiiant valour, and mary ii— = 
rallymg the troops, was sL r tu-.ugii 
the body, and brought into tb? enemy’s 
camp only to enjore. The Due de 
llontpensier. the HiTchal de Sam: 
Andm, -he Duo de LonguevJle.Pr.’ ce 
Lu'l >tf Hint i-i.the Eir n Con i. 
h K hs du Id me. the Ithuiegrak . 
tlie C un^s d. 1! 'chef m.iuld, d -tu- 
Viigni, tie Rcchef at, all were taken. 
The Due de Kevera, the Frinoe ti 
C'ondd. with a few others, escaped, 
a’thoiigh BO absolute was the com... 
til n that such an escape was impossible , 
that It was not heheved hy the vie 
torious army. tVhen Keveis sent a 
trumpet, after the battle, to the Duke 
of Savoy, for the purpose of negotiat- 
ing concerning the prisoners, the trum- 
peter was pronounc^ an impostor, and 
the Duke's letter a foigeiy; nor wi- 
lt till after the whole field had 1 ctr 
diligently searched for his dead budj 
without Bucce=», that Kevers could 
per-node the conquerors that he was 
still m existence i 

Of Philip’s ai-Ly but fifty lost their 
lives.* Lewis of Brederode was sin 
thered in his armour; and the two 
Counts Spiegelbeig and Count IVal- 
deck were also killed Besides these, 
no officer of distinction fell All the 
French standards andail their artillery 
but two pieces were taken, and placed 
before the King, who the next day 
came into the camp before Saint Quen* 
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tin. The' prisoners of distinction were 
likewise pj^ented to him m long pro- 
cession. Aarely had a monarch of 
Spam enjoVed a more signal trinmph 
than this which Philip now owed to 
the gallantiw and promptness of Count 
Egmont^ . 

tThile the Kirg stool reviewing tie 
spoils of victorv, a hght horsenua of 
Don Henrico Manri'pee's regiment ai>- 
proaoheJ, and presented him with a 
sword. " I am the man, Aay it ple.ase 
yonr MajAty,” Kiid thetrojper, *' who 
took the Constable ; here is Lis sword ; 
may your H.ijesty he phased to give 
me something to eat m my house." 
“I promise it,” replied Philip; npen 
whii.h the soldier kissed his Slijesty’s 
hand and retired.* It w.as 'he custom 
rniversally reeognistd in tli.it day, 
that the kmg was the kme's captive, 
and the gener-il the gepe. J. s, hut that 
the man, whether sohlior or oiScer, 
who took the ooninnnder-m-chief. was 


I of Spun did not recognise a pledge 
) gjven to any one hut the actual captor, 
it was arranged that the soldier should 
I give two thousand of his ten thmisand 
ducats to the captain. Thus«he die- 
I pute ended.* 

I Such was the hriHiant victory of 
I Saint Quentin, worthy to ho pLiee’d in 
the same list with the world-renowned 
I eomh.ats of Crejy and .igincourt. The 
I Flemisli frontier was aived for the 
lime fn'.m the misery which was noir“ 
' to be inflicted upon the French border. 

I This w.ia sufBcient to cause the victory 
I to lie hilled as raiiturously by the 
, people as by the troojis. From that 
d.iy f .rrh the ii line of the brave Hol- 
I Under w .is like the sound of a trumpot 
I to the army. “ Egmout and Saint 
I Quentin” ring tliroiigh every month 
to the furthist estroinity of Phihp'a 
I re ihv". * X d> idly Idow was struck to 
the leiy he.irt of Prance Tlia finite 
I of all the victories of Fr.in.’ia fuid 


entitled to ten thousand ducats.^ Upon 
this occasion the Constable waa the 
prisoner of Philip, supposed to com- 
mand his own army lu person. A cer- 
tain Spanish Captain T-ilenzuela, how- 
ever, disputed the soldier’s cliim to 
the Constable’s sword. The trooper 
advanced at once to the Constable, 
who stood there with the rest of the 
illustrious prisoners. “ Your excel- 
lency is a Christian,” sail he ; '• please 
to declare upon your conscience and 
the faith of a ca\ aher, w hether 'twas 
I that took you prisoner. It need not 
surprise your excellency that I am hut 
a soldier, since with soldiera lus Ma- 
jesty must wage his wars.” “Cer- 
tainly,” replied the Constable, “you 
took me and took my horse, and I 
gave you my sword. My mrd, how- 
ever,! pledged to Captain Valcnxuela.” 
It appetiring, however, that the custom 


Henry ■nithered. The battle, with 
others which were to follow it, won by 
the same hand, were soon to compel 
the signature of ono of the most dis- 
astrous treaties which had ever cli» 
graced (he history of France. 

The fame and power of the Con- 
st able faded — his misfortunes and cap- 
tivity fell like a blight upon the 
anciiut glory of the house of Moat- 
moreney — his enemies destroyed his 
, inSuence and his popularity. * On tne 
I other hand, tlie exultaticn of Philip 
i 1*13 as keen as his cold and stony 
I nttiire would pemnf. Tlie magnificent 
p-Jace-couvent of the E-iooiial, dedi- 
catcil to the saint on whose festival the 
I battle hvl been fought, and built in 
I the shape of the grithron on which that 
martyr hod suffered, was soon after- 
wards erected in pious commemoration 
of the event.* Such was the celobra- 


t Uoofd, i. 8, 9 Mcteren, I IS, sqq. Rc 
Thou, lu 157-160. Ror, i. ID Tho Ifctli-r- 
lantl accounts gencniUy give at least four 
thousand killed of tlio French army A co- 
temporary proclam-ation for a thanksgiving 
Issued by tho govemmciif, fouitcoii days 
after tbeAatcJe, states, however, tlie nuinU i 
of killed, wounded, and piisoiieis, on the 
French side, at forty-'Ciglit “ comiwiias ” ol 
infant^ and five thousand eivaliy — Vui 
Wyn, Ryvoegsels on Anmei kiiigcn oji M ago- 
naar VaderL Hist. (Aiiist. I7lis),vi lS-15. 
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tion of ttie irictoiy. The reward re- 
served for the victor was to he recorded 
on a later page of history. 

The ooldness and caution, not to say 
the puSUanunity of Fhillp, prevented 
liitn from seizing the golden fruits of 
histriumph. FerdinandGonzagawi^ed 
the blow to be followed up by an im- 
mediate march upon Faris.^ Such was 
also the feehng of aU the distinguished 
_ soldiers of the age. Itwosunquestion- 
^%>ly the opinion, and would have been 
I the deed, of Charles, had he been on 
the field of Saint Quentm, crippled as 
he was, in the place of his son. He 
could not conceal his rage and mortifi- 
caaion when he found that Paris had 
not fallen; and is said to have refused 
to read the despatches which recorded 
that the event had not been consum- 
mated.* There was certainly little of 
the conqueror in Philip’s nature ; 
nothing which would have led him to 
violate the safest principles of strate- 
gy. He was not the man to follow up 
enthusiastic^y the blow which had 
been struck; Saint Quentin, still un- 
' ' taken, although defended by but eight 
hundred soldiers, could not be left be- 
hind him; Kevers was stdl in his 
front, and although it was notorious 
that he commanded only the wreck of 
an army, yet a new one might be col- 
lected, perhaps, in tune to embarrass 
the triumphmt march to Paris. Out 
of his superabundant discretion, ac- 
cordingly, Philip refused to advance 
till Saint Quentm should be reduced J 
Although nearly driven to despair 
[ by the total overthrow of the French 
‘ in the recent action, Coligny stUl held 
'bravely out, being well aware that 
every day by which the siege could bo 
: protx'acted was of advantage to his 
; coimtry. Agam he made fresh at- 
tempts to introduce men mto the city. 

, ' A fiwerman shewed him a submeig^ 
®path, covered several feet deep with 
< ^vatex, through which he succe^ed in 
! "tbringing one hundred and fifty un- 
ed and half-drowned soldierty, into 
1 De Thou, ill. 162. 

* Brantti^ 1. U Hist, du Due cl' Alba, 
1, 140 The Btatomeu. is, hov,over, 
lot Gon-Awrated by Uie contemporary 
attars of Ihorlea Sea Oachurd, Rc- 
mlto et Uort da Ohcxlcs Quiut, 1, mb.. 


the place. His garrison consisted 
barely of eight hundred nWc hut the 
siege was still sustained, mfinly by his 
courage and sogacily, ondjy the spirit 
of his brother Andmot. The company 
of cavalry, belonging to tl^ Dauphin’s 
regiment, had behaved hi^-Uy, and even 
with cowardice, since the dea& of their 
commanderTeligny. The citizeuswero 
naturally weary and impatient of the 
siege. Mining and countermining con- 
tinued till the 21st August A steady 
cannousde was then maintmned luitU 
the 27th. Upon that day, eleven 
breaches having been made in the 
walls, a simultaneous assault was or 
dered at four of them. The citizens 
were stationed upon the walls, the 
soldiers in the breaches. Tliere was a 
short but sanguinary contest, the gam- 
son resisting with uncommon bravery. 
Suddenly an entrance was effected 
through a tower which had been 
thought sufficiently strong, and which 
had been left unguarded. Coligny, 
rushing to the spot, engaged the enemy 
almost smgle-handed. He was soon 
ovei powered, hemg attended only by 
four men and a page, was made a pri- 
soner by a soldier named Francisco 
Diaz, and conducted through one of 
the subterranean mines into the pre- 
sence of the Duke of Savoy, from 
whom the captor received ten thousand 
ducats in excAange for the Admiral's 
sword. The’^fighting still continued 
with great determination in the streets, 
the biave Andelot resisting to the last. 
He was, however, at last overpowei ed, 
and taken prisoner. Philip, who bad, 
as usual, arrived in the ti^ches by 
noon, armed m complete harness, with 
a page carrying his helmet, was met by 
the inteUigence that the city of Saint 
Quentm was his qwn.* 

To a horrible carnage succeeded a 
s^k and a conflagration still more hor- 
Ir every house entered dm mg 
the first day, every human being was 
butchered. The sack lasted all that 
day, and the whole of the following, 
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till the uigU of the 28th. There wag 
not a BoldlV who did not ohioin an 
ample eharewf plunder, and some indi- 
viduals Bucca^ed in getting possession 
of two, three/and even twelve thousand 
ducats each.4 The women were not 
generally ou|piged, but they wore 
stripped almost entirely naked, lest 
they should conceal treasure which be- 
longed to their conquerors, and they 
were slashed in the face with knives, 
partly in sport, partly as a {ftinishment 
for not giving up property which was 
not in i^eir possession. The soldiers 
even cut off the arms of many among 
these wretched women,’ and then 
turned them loose, maimed and naked, 
into the blazing streets ; for the town, ^ 
on the 28th, was fired in a hundred j 
places, and was now one general con- 
flagration. The streets w'ere already 
strewn with the corpses of the butch- 
ered garrison and citizens j while the 
survivors were now burned in their 
houses. Human heads, Irmbs, and 
trunks were mingled among the bucks 
and rafters of the houses, which were 
foiling on cveiy side.’ The fire lasted 
day and mght, without on attempt 
bmng mode to extinguish it; while 
the soldiers dashed like devils through 
flame and smoke in search of booty. 
Bearing hghted torches, they de- 
scended into every subterranean vault 
and receptacle, of whioh'there were 
many in the town, and in Iveiy one of 
which they hoped to discover hidden 
treasure.* The woik of kilhng, plun- 
dering, and burning lasted neai ly three 
days and nights. The streets, mean- 
while, weie encumbered with heaps of 
corpses, not a single one of which hod 
been buried smee the capture of the 
town. The remains of nearly all the 
able-bodied male popujjition, dismem- 
bered, gnawed by dogs,' or blackened 
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by fire, polluted the midsummer air. 
The women, meantime, had been again 
driven into cathe^al, where uey 
had housed during the siege, andjvhere 
they now crouched together in trem- 
bling expectation of their fate.* 

On the 29th August, at two o'clock 
in the afternoon, Philip issued on 
order that every woman, without an 
exception, should be driven out of the 
city into the French territory.^ Saint 
Quentin, which seventy years before 
had been a l<'lemish town, was to be 
re-annexed, and not a smgle man, 
woman, or child who could speak the 
French language, was to remain an- 
other hour m tiie place. The tongues 
of the men had been effectually 
silenced. The women, to the number 
of three thousand five himdied, were 
now compelled to leave the ca&edial 
and the city ’ Some were in a starv- 
ing condition; others had been des- 
perately wounded; all, as they passed 
through the ruinous streets of wuat 
had been their home, were compelled 
to tread upon the unburied remains of 
their fathers, husbands, or brethren. 
To none of these miserable creatures 
remained a Uving protector — hardly 
even a dead body which could be re- 
cogm'sed; and thus the ghastly pro- 
ceuBion of more than three thousand* 
women, many with gaping wounds m 
the face, many with their arms cut off 
and festering, of all ranks and ages, 
some numbering more than uuiety 
yeafs, bareheaded, with gray hair 
stieaming upon their shoulders; others 
with nursing infants in their arms, 
escorted by a company of heavy-armed 
troopers, left for ever their native city. 
AH made the dismal journey upon 
foot, save that cai-ts were allowed to 
transport the children between the 
ages of two and six years." The dcso< 
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Nation and dep<^iilation were dow i 
complete. . " I wmtdered through the i 
plaoe, guing at aU thia,” sa;s a Span- t 
ieh B^^r who was present, and kept ] 
a diary of all which occurred, " and it i 
aeeniM to me that it was another de- ^ 
struction of Jerusdem. 'NVhat most 1 
struck me was, to find not a single ^ 
denizen of the town left, who was or 
who dared to rail himself fVench. i 
» How vain and transitory, thought I, 1 
are the things of this world' Six i 
days ego what riches were in the rity, 1 
and now remains not one stone upon i 
another.”^ i 

The expulsion of the women luid i 
been accomphshed by the express com- ' 
mand of Philip, who moreoTer had ; 
made no effort to stay the work of i 
carnage, pillage, and conflagration. ; 
The pious King had not forgotten, i 
however, his duty to the sain^ As ; 
soon as the fire had broken out, i 
he had sent to the cathedral, whence i 
he had caused the body of Saint ‘ 
Quentin to be removed, and placed ! 
in the royal tent.* Here an altar 
was arranged, upon one side of which 
was plac^ the coffin of that holy 
personage, and upon the other the 
head of the " glorious Saint Gro- 
.gory" (whoever that glorious indi- 
ridnsl may hsve been inlife), together 
with many other relics brought from 
the church.* 'Within the sacred en- 
closure many masses were said daUy,* 
while ah this devil’s work was ^ing 
on without. The saint who had been 
buried for centuries was comfortably 
housed and guarded by the monarch, 
while dogs were gnawing the carcases 
of the freshly -slain men of Saint 
Quentin, and troopers were driving 
into perpetual exile its desolate and 
mutated women. 

The most distinguished captives 
upon this occasion were, of course, 

, Coligny and his brother. Andelot 
r was, however, fortunate enough to 
mate his escape that uight under the 
edge of the tent in which he Was oon- 
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fined. The admiral was t, ken to Ant- | 
werp. Here he lay for ^ny weeka 
sick with a fever. TJpoiwia tecoveiy, 
having no better pestimb, he fell to 
reading the Scriptures.** The result 
was hu converrion to CSlvinism,* asti | 
tile world shudders yefat the fate in 
which that conversion involved liim. 

Saint Quentin being thus reduced, 
Philip was not more disposed to 
his fortunn. The time was now wa-ted 
in the siege of several dimpirath civ 
unimportant places, so that the fnii'i 
of Egmont’s valour were not yet all' i ,i i d 
to ripen. Early in September, he 
Catelet was taken. On the 12th oi 
the same month the citadel of Him 
yielded, after receiving two th' ;u-iiid 
shots from Philip’s artillery, while y.i- 
jon, Chanley, and some other placir 
of lesser importance, were hurn-'d 
to the grounK After all this Bm"\e 
and fire upon the frontier, prodiie'ii e 
of but slender consequences, PI- hu 
disbanded Uis army and rstured ti 
Bnissels He reached that city on 11 a 
12tli October. The English returne-J 
to their own country.* The campaien 
of 1567 was closed without a mateiiij 
result, and the victory of Saint Quentin 
remained for a season barren. 

In the meantime the French were 
not idle. The army of the Constalde 
hod been ^stroyed, but the Duke de 
Guise, whi^had come post haste frr-ia 
Italy after hearing the news of Saint 
Quentin, was very willing to organise 
another. He was burning with imjii- 
tience both to retrieve his ownreputa- 
iion, which hod suffered some httle 
damage by his recent Italian campaign, 
and to profit by the captivity of Ins 
fallen rival the Constable. Dunug 
the time occupied by the languid and 
dilatory proc^dings of Philip in the 
autumn, the Duke had accordingly 
recruited in France and Germany a 
considerable army. In January (1553) 
he was ready to tadie the field. It had 
been determined in the French cabi- 
net, however, not to attempt to win 
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back the pikes which they had lost in It was at this period that the me* 

Rcardy, btil to cany the war into the moiable interview between the two 
territory of ve oily. It was fated that eccleaiastias, the Bishop of Arras and 
England ^cbd bear all the losses, and the Cardinal de Lorraine, tookeplace 
Philip approbriate all the and at Feronne. h^om this central point 
glory, which Issulted from their united commenced the weaving of t^t wide- 
exertions. It was the war of the spread scheme, m which the fate of 
Queen’s husband, with which the toillions was to be involved. The 
Queen’s people had no concern, but Duchess Christina da Lorraiue, couon 
in which the last trophies of the Black of Philip, had accompanied him to 
Prince were to be forfeits^ On the Siiint Quentin. Permission hod been — 
1st January, 1558, the Due de Guise obtained by the Due de Guise rmd his 
appeared b^ore Calais. The Marshal brother, the Cardinal, to visit her at 
SlTOzzi had previously made an expe- Peronne, The Duchess was accom- 
dition in disguise, to examine the place, panied by the Bishop of Arras, and the 
The result of his examination was, eonseijuence was a full and secret ne- 
that the garrison was weak, and that gotiation between the two priests.* It 
it rehed too much upon the citadel maybe supposed that P hiU p’s sherb 
After a tremendous cannonade, which liv^ military ardour had already ex- 
lasted a week, and was heard in Ant- hausted itsriif. He had mistaken his 
werp, the city was taken by assault.* vocation, and already recognised the 
Calais had been ongmally won after a &]se position in whi(m he was placed; 
siege which bad last^ a twelvemonth. He was contending against the mo- 
bad been held two hundred and ten j narch in whom he might find the 
yeare, and was now lost m seven days, surest ally against the arch enemy of 
Seven days more, and ten thousand both kmg^ms, and of the world. The 
discharges from thirty-fire great guns French monarch held heresy in horror, 
sufficed for the reduction of Gumes.’ while, for himself, Philip had already 
Thus the last vestige of English do- decided upon his life’s mission, 
minion, the lost substantial pretext of The cr^ty Bishop was more than a 
the English sovereign to wear thetitio match for the vain aud ambitious Car- 
■nd the lilies of lYance, was lost for dinal. That prelate was assured that • 
ever. King Henry visited Calais, Philip considered the captivity of Co- 
which after two centuries of estrange- iigny and Montmorency a special dis- 
ment had now become a Fjench town pensation of Fi evidence, while the 
again, appointed Paul de Theimes tutelargenius of Fiance, notwithstand- 
govemor of the place, and then re- ing the reverses sustained by that 
turned to Paris to celebrate soon kingdom, was still preserved. The 
afterwards the marriage of the Dau- 1 Cai dinal and his brother, it was siig- 
phin with the niece of the Guises , ' genled, now held in their hands the 
Maiy, Queen of Soots.-* , dcotiny of the kingdom, and of Europe. 

lliese events, together with the brief [ The interests of both nations, of reli- 
winter campaign of the Dnke, which gion, aud of hum.'mily, made it impe- 
bod raised for an instani the drooping I rative upon them to put an end to this 
head of Prance, were destined before unnatuial war, in oitier that the two 
long to give a new face to afiaira, while monarchs might unite hand and heart 
it secured the ascendancy of the for the extirpation of heresy. Philip 
Catholic party in the kingdom. Dis- placed full reliance upon the wisdom 
astrous eclipse had come over the house and di-ciotion of the Cardmid. ^ It 
of Montmoreniy and Coligny, while was ii- ce--sary that theso negotiationa 
the star of Guise, brilliant with the should f^r the pre,seiib remain a pro- , 
eonqnest ofeCalais, now culminated to found ,-eeret; hut m the meantime a 
the zenith. 
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fire from Oie artalleiy in front, which 
mowed down the foremost ranhs of 
their assaiiants — sustained the whole 
weigiif of the first onset without flinch- 
ing. Egmont’s horse was shot under 
him at the commencement of the 
action. Mountmg another, he agam 
cheered his cavaliy to the attack. The 
Ghiscons still maintained an unwaver- 
ing front, and fought with characteria- 
tio ferocity. The courage of despair 
inflamed ue French, the hope of a 
brilliant and conclusive luctory encited 
the Spaniards and Flemings. It was a 
wild, hand-to-hand conflict — general 
and soldier, cavalier and pikeman, 
lancer and musketeer, mingled to- 
gether in one dark, confused, and 
struggling mass, foot to foot, breast to 
breast, horse to horse — a fiei ce, tumul- 
tuous battle on the sands. For a long 
time it was doubtful on which side 
victory was to incline, but at last ten 
Engli^ vessels unexpectedly appeared 
in the ofling, and ranging up soon 
afterwards as close to the shore as was | 
po3<,ible, opened their file upon the still 
unbroken lines of flie French. The 
ships were too distant, the danger of 
injuring friend as well as foe too immi- 
nent, to allow of their exerting any 
important influence upon the result. 
The spirit of the enemy was broken, 
however, by this attack upon their 
seaward side, which they had thought 
impregnable. At the same time a de- 
tachment of German cavalry which 
had been directed by Egmont to make 
its way under the downs to the south- 
ward, now succeeded in turning their 
left flank. Egmont, jirofiting by their 
confubiu.-i, charged them ag.aiii with 
redoubled vigour. The fate of the 
day was decided. The French cavalry 
wavered, broke their ranks, and lu 
their flight carried dismay throughout 
the whole army. The rout was total ; 
horse and foot, French, Gascon, and 
Gennon fled from the field together. 
Fifteen hundred fell in the a^iou, as 
• many more wore driven into the sea, 
while great numbers were tom to 
jnece^ by the oxadjierated peasants. 


who now eagerly wash^ out Uieit 
recent injuries in the blodc of the rhi- 
persed, wondei-ing, and ^“ounded sol- 
diers.* The army of Be ^hermes was 
totally destroyed, and W|]^ it the last 
hope of France for an l\;nourabIe and 
equal negotiation. She was now at 
Philip’s feet, so that this brilliant 
cavalry action was, in regard to the 
extent both of its immediate and its 
permanenlf results, one of the most 
decisive and sti-iking that have ever 
been fought. The French army en- 
gaged was annihilated, hlarslul de 
Thermes, with a wound in the head, 
Senarpont, Annibault, ViUefon, Mor- 
viihers, Clianlis, and many others of 
high rank were prisoners. The hh-encii 
monarch had not much heart to sot 
about the organisation of another 
aimy ; ’ a task which he was now com 
pelW to undertake. lie was soon 
obliged to make the best terms which 
he could, and to consent to a mo4 
unf.ivoiu.ible treaty. 

The Hlarsbal de Thermes was se- 
verely censured for having remained su 
long atBunkerk and m its neighboui- 
hood. He was condemned stul more 
loudly for not having at least effected 
his escape beyond Gravelines, duiiug 
the night which preceded the contest 
■With regard to the last charge, how- 
ever, it ma;!' well he doubted whether 
any nocturnal attempt would have 
been likely to escape the vigilance of 
Egmont. Touching his delay at Duii- 
kerk, it was asserted that he had been 
instructed to await in that place the 
junction with the Due de Guise, which 
had been previously arranged.® But 
for the criminal and, then, inexplicabla 
languor which characterised that com 
mandor’s movepieuts, after the capture 
of Thionville, the honour of Fiance 
might still have been saved. 

AVhatever might have been the 
faults of De Tbennes or of Guise, 
there could be little doubt as to the 
merit of Egmont. Thus within eleven 
months of the 'battle of Saipt Quentin, 
had the Dutch hero gained another 
victory so decisive as to settle the fate 
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of the war, jbti to elevate his sovereign 
to a posititm from vrhich he might 
dictate the'ltei-ms of a triumphwt 
peaee.^ Thwpening scehea of Plulip's 
reign were rmdcred as biilliant as the 
proudest da;w of the Emperor’s caracr, 
while the provinces wcie enraptured 
with the prospect of early peace. To 
whom, then, was the sacred debt of 
national and royal gratitude duo but 
to Lamoral of Egmont 1 His country- 
men gladly fccogniaed the claim, lie 
became the idol of the army; the 
famihar hero of ballad and story; the 
mirror of chivalry, and the god of 
popular worship Throughout the 
Netherlands ho was haded as the right 
hand of the fatherland, the saviour of 
Flanders from devastation and outrage, 
the protector of the nation, the pillar 
of the throne.® 

The victor gained many friends by 
his victoiy, and one enemy. The bit- 
terness of that foe was hkely, in the 
future, to outweigh all the pLaudits of 
his friends. The Duke of Alva had 
strongly advised against givmg battle 
to De Thermes. He depreciated the 
triumph after it had been gained, by 
reflections upon the consequences 
which would luive flowed had a defeat 
been suffered instead.'* He even held 
this language to Egmont himself after 
his return to Brussels. The conqueror. 
Bushed with his glory, waijnot inclined 
to digest the criticism, nor what he 
considered the veuemous detraction of 
the Duke. More vain and arrogant 
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than ever, he treated his poweiful 
Spanish rival with insolence, and an- 
swered his obsei rations with angry 
sarcasms, even in the pi csence of the 
King.^ Alva was not likely to loigot 
the altercation, nor to forgive the tri- 
umph. 

There passed, naturally, much bitter 
censure and retort on both sides at 
court, between the friends and ad- 
heients of Egmont and those who sus- 
tained the party of his adversaiy. 
The battle of Qravelines was fought 
over daily, amid increa«ng violence 
and recriuiination between Spaniard 
and Fleming, and the old mtematiunol 
haired flamed more fieicely than ever. 
Alva continued to censure the fool- 
hardiness which had risked so valuabla 
an ai-my on a smgle blow. Front's 
friends rephed that it was easy for 
foreigners, who had nothing at nek in 
the countiy, to look on while tbs 
fields of the Nethei lands were laid 
waste, and the homes and hearths of 
an induetrious population made deso. 
Ute, by a brutalandrapacious soldiery. 
They who dwelt in the Provinoes 
would be ever grateful to their pre- 
eerver for the result.® They had no 
eyes for the picture which the Spanisb 
p.'irty ppinted of an imaginary tnumpb 
of De Thermes and its effect How-' 
ever the envious might cavil, now 
that the blow bad been struck, the 
popular heait remained warm as ever, 
and refused to throw down the idid 
w Iflch had so recently been set up. 

Grevelingo, qu’il donna contra eon advis et 
propoe hault.'unr et BuperbeB qu’il (Egmont) 
im tint e«tant de remur victoncux en la 
viUe de Diiixolles cn la presence du Boy.* 
— Pontns Pnyiic M3.. 3T8, 379 
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CHAPTER III 

Beonlnegotiatloiis for peace— Two freah armies osaemUed, 1>ut inacUve^Negoljationa 
at Cercamp— Death of Mary Tudor— Treaty of Cateau Camhreala— Deatt^f Henry II — 
Policy of Oacberino do M^ci— Bevolatlons by Bemy U. to the Pncce of Orange— 
Pimeral of Charles V. m Brus&cla — Dmreraal joy m the Netherlands at^e Itestoratinn 
of peace — Organisation of the goremment by Philip, and preparations for his departure 
—Appointment of Margaret of Parma os Regent of the Netherlands — Three councils— 
The consiUta— The stomioldera of the different prormcea — Dissatislhction caused by the 
foreign troops— Assembly of the Rstatea at Oheut to rocelTe the parting Instructions and 
e farewell ef the King— Speech of the Bieh^ of Arras — ^Repiest for three raillious — Fierce 
denunciation of heresy on the port of Philip — Strenuous enforcement of the edicts com- 
manded— Reply by the States of Arthois— ^neicpectad conditions — Rage of the King- 
Similar conmict on the part of the other pronncea — ^Bemoustrsnee in the name oi 
States-General against the foreign solhery— Formal reply on the part of the crown— 
Departure of the King Ibom the Nethorlanas— Autos-do-fo in Spam. 


Tbb battle of Gravelines hod decided ! 
the question. The intrigues of the > 
two Cardinals at Peronne having been 
sustained by Egmont's victory, all 
parties were ready for a peace. King 
Henry was weary of the losing game 
whichhe hsdsolongheen playing.Phihp 
was anxious to relieve himself from 
hiafslse position, and to concentrate 
his whole mind and the strength of 
his Ungdom upon his great enemy the 
Hetherlond heresy, while the Duke of 
Savoy felt that the time had at last 
arrived when an adroit diplomacy 
might stand him in stead, and place 
him in the enjoyment of those rights 
which the sword had taken from him, 
and which his own sword hod done so 
much towards winning back. The 
sovereigns were inclined to peace, and 
as there had never been a national 
pnnciple or interest involved in ''the 
dispute, it was very certain that peace 
would he popular everywhere, upon 
whatever trams it might be concluded. 

Hontmorency and the Fiince of 
Orange were respectively empowered 
to open secret negotiations.' The 
Constsible entered upon the task with 
alacrity, because he felt that every 
day of ^ captivity was alike prejudi- 
cial to his own welfare and the inte- 
rests of his country ‘ The Guises, 
who had quarrelled with the Duchess 
de Yslsntinois (Diaue ds Bnitiers), 
were not yet powerful enough to re- 
sist the influence ^f the mistress; 
while^iathra to baffle them than from 

> Apdo^e du F. d’Oiange, 40. 
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any loftier reasons, that inteiest iras 
exerted in behalf of immcdi.ite peace. 
The Cardinal de Lorraine hail by no 
means forgotten the eloquent argu- 
ments used by the Bishop of Arras; 
but his brotiier, the Due de Guise, 
may be supposed to have desired some 
little opportunity of redeeming tlio 
credit of the kingdom, and to have 
delayed the negotiations until hii 
valour could secure a less inglorious 
termination to the war. 

A fresh army hod, in fact, been cul 
lected under bis command, and was 
alreaily organised at Pierrepoint, At 
the same tune, Philip had assembled a 
large force, consisting of thirty thou- 
sand foot and fifteen thousand cavaliy, 
with whichhe bad himself taken the 
field, encamping towards the middle of 
August upon the banks of the river 
Antbies, near the border of Picardy." 
King Henry, on the other hand, Imd 
already arrived in the camp at Pierro- 
point, and had reviewed as imposing 
an army as had ever been at the dis- 
posal of a French monarch. When 
drawn up in battle .iiray, it covered a 
league and a half of ground, while 
three houis were required to mako its 
circuit on horseback,^ All this mar- 
tial display was only for effect. The 
two kings, at the head of their great 
anmes, stood looking at each other 
while the negotiations for peace were 
proceeding. An unimportant rkirmish 
two at the outposts, unattended 
with loss of life, were the only miil- 
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taij resulv of these gi'est prepaia- 
tiona. Eaw in the autumn oU the 
troops were|mBbanded, while the com- 
missioners (1 both crowiis met in open 
congress atHhe ahhey of Cercamp, 
near Cambn^, by the middle of Octo- 
ber. The entoys on the part of Pluhp 
were the Prince of Orange, the Duke 
of AlvSy the Bishop of Arras, Buy 
Oomez de Silva, the Piesident Viglius; 
on that of the h'rench monarch, the 
Constable, l^e Marshal de ^nt Anditi, 
the Cardinal de Loiraine, the Bishop 
of Orleans, and Claude rAubespme^ 
There were also envoys sent by the 
Queen of England, but as the dispute 
concerning Cahua was found to hamper 
the negotiations at Cercamp, the Eng- 
lish question was left to be settled by 
another congress, and was kept en- 
tirely separate from the arrangements 
concluded between Fiance and .Spain ® 
The death of Queen Maiy, on the 
17th November,* caused a temporary 
suspension of the proceedings, .ilftor 
the widower, however, had made a 
fruitless effort to obtain the hand of 
her successoi, and had been unequi- 
vocally repulsed,* the commiv<Loner» 
again met in Fcbniai'y IdJil, at Cateau 
Combrcsis. The English diffiouliy was 
now arranged by «icp.u'Ate coiuinis- 
sioners, and on the 3d of April a twaiy 
between hVance and was con- 

cluded.* 


sovereign agaiiL He was to receive 
back all lus estates^ and waSy moreover, 
to marry Henry’s sister Margaret, with 
a dowery of three hundred thousand 
crowns, Philip, on the ether hand, 
now a second time a widower, was to 
espouse Henry's daughter Isabella, al- 
ready betrothed to the Infant Don 
CailoB, and to receive with her a 
dowry of four hundred thfM iiMi.tMl 
crowns. The restitutions were to be . 
commenced by Hemy, and to be com- 
pleted within three months. Philip 
was to restore bis conquesta in the 
course of a month afterwards. 

3£oiit of the powers of Hurope were 
mduded by both parties in this treaty : 
the Pope, the Emperor, aU the Elec- 
tors, the Hepublics of Venice, Genoa, 
and Switzerland, the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, Poland, Denmark, 
Sweden ; the duchies of Ferrara, Saw^i 
and Parma, besides other inferior prin- 
cipalities Nearly all Christendom, in 
short, was embraced in this most anri- 
cable compact, as if Philip were deter- 
turned that, henceforth and for ever, 
Calvinista and Mohammedans, Toiki 
and Fleminga, dionld be his only 
enemies. 

The King of France was to select 
four from among Phiixp'q 

cubjcct^. lo aiccDimpmy him to Pa^ 
as plcnii^es for the execution of all the 
terms of the treaty. The royal choice 
By this impoi Unt convintivui, beith . foil upon the Prince of Orange, the 


kings bound theuit>el>es to mnitihitn 
the Catholic W’orship mviolute by all 
means in their power, and agreed that 
an (scumenical council should at once 
assemble, to compose the rchgiouB dif- 
ferences, and to extmguish the in- 
creasing heresy in both kingdoms. 
Furthermore, it was arranged that the 
conquests made by ei^h countiy dur- 
ing the preceding eight years should 
be restored. Thus all the gains of 
Francis and Henry were annulled by 
A single word, and the Duke of Savoy 
converted, by a dash of the pen, fioin 
a aoldier of fortune into a 

“ “ ■ § “ 
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Duke of odlva, the Duke of Aerscho^ 
«uid the Count of Egmont 

Suwh was the treaty of Cateau Cam- 
bresJS.* Thus was a termination put 
to a war between France and Spain, 
whii^h had been so wantonly under- 
taken. 

Marshal Monluc wrote that a treaty 
BO disgraceful and disastrous had never 
bcioro been ratified by a French mo- 
narch.^ The accumulated plunder of 
years, which was now disgorged 1^ 
France, was equal in value to oiio-tliird 
of that kingdom. One hundred and 
nincty- 3 ight foitified towns were sur- 
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rendered, nutking, with other places o{ 
greater or less importance, a total esti- 
mated by some writers as high as four 
hund^d.1 The principal gainer was 
the Duke of Savoy, who, after so 
many years of knighterrantry, had re- 
gained his duchy, and found him- 
self the brother-in-law of his ancient 
ememy. 

The well-known tragedy by which 
, the Bolemmties of this pacification 
were abruptly concluded in Paris, 
boro with it an impressive moral. The 
monarch who, in violation of his 
plighted word and agamst the inte- 
rests of his nation and the world, had 
entered piecipitately into a causeless 
war, now lost his life in dctitions com- 
bat at the celebration of peace On 
the 10th of July, Henry the Second 
died of the wound inflicted by Mont- 
gomery in the tournament held eleven 
days before.* Of this weak and worlh- 
leas prince, all that even his flatterers 
tould favourably urge was his great 
erndnesB for war, as if a sanguinary 
propensity, even when unaccompanied 
by a spaik of nulitaiy talent, were of 
itself a virtue. Yet, with his death 
the kingdom fell even into more per- 
niciouB hands, and the fate of Chiis- 
.tendom grew darker than ever. The 
^dynasty of Diane de Poitiers was suc- 
ceeded by that of Catharine de Medici; 
the courtesan gave place to the dowa- 
ger; and France — during the long and 
miserable period in which she lay 
bleeding in the grasp of the Ita&m 
she-wolf and her litter of cowardly 
and sanguinary princes — might even 
lament the days of Henry and lus 
Diana. Charles the Hiiith, Henry the 
Third, Francis of Aloiicon, last of the 
Vjdois race — ^how laige a portion of 
tlie fearful debt which has not yet 
been discharged by half a century of 
revolution and massacre was of their 
accumulation 1 

' The Duchess of Yaleutinois had 
I quarrelled latterly with the house 
I of Guise, and was disposed te favour 
1 Montmorency. The Ejng, \tiio was 
but a tool in her hands, might possibly 
, have-'been induced, bod he lived, to 

1 Hoofd, 1. SO. De Thou, in. SO. Joan, 
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regard Coligny and his 1 sends with 
less aversion. This is, Nowevor, er 
tremely problematical, yjr it was 
Henry the Second who bid concluded 
that memorable arrangement with Iiia 
royal brother of Spmn, fo arrange for 
the Huguenot chiefs thiGmghout hoik 
realms, a “ Sicilian Vespers, upon tho 
first favourable occasion. Hia death 
and the subsequent policy of tiu 
Queen-Begent deferred the oxcoutum 
of the great scheme till fouitecn yean 
later. Henry had lived long enough, 
however, after the conclusion of thn 
seoret agreement to reveal it to one 
whose life was to be' employed in 
thwarting this foul conspiracy of 
monarohs against their subjects Vv’il 
liam of Orange, then a hostage for tho 
execution of the treaty of Cateau CVni 
bresis, was the man with whom tho 
King had the unfortunate conceiitioii 
to confer on the subject of the ]>lot’ 
Tho Prince, who had already giinc 1 
the esteem of Charles the Fifth by hb 
liabitual discretion, knew how to profit 
by the mtoUigence and to bide hia 
time; but his hostility to the polity 
of the French and Sp.ai)i-h ooiiits w la 
perhaps dated from that hour ^ 

Pendmg tho peace negoliationo, 
Philip had been called upon to nioiiin 
for his wife and father. He did not 
affect grief for the death of M.iiy 
Tudor, hut’ he honoured the Em 
peror's departure with stately ob- 
sequies at Drusseis. The ceremonies 
lasted two days (the 29th and 30th 
December 1658). 

If the mourning for the dead Em- 
peror w IS but a mummery and a niai- 
qucTode, there was, however, heartiness 
and sincerity m tho rejoicing which 
now burst forth like a sudden illunii- 
nation throughout the Notheiland--. 
upon the advent of peace. All wms 
joy in the provinces, but at Antweip, 
the ^metropolis of tho land, the en- 
thusiasm was unbounded. Nino days 
were devoted to festivities. Bells rang 
their merriest peals, artillery thun- 
dered, beacons blazed, the splendid 
cathedral spire flamed nightly with 
th ree hundred burning cressets, the 
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ci<y vraa etn'vm with flowers and de- 
corated win triumphal arches; &e 
Guilds of Bfetorio amazed the world 
with their nigeous processions, glit- 
tering dresseL and hombastioTersiiica- 
tion; the bmghers all, from highest to 
humblest, \Aia feasted and mode 
meny ; wine flowed in the streets, and 
oxen were roasted whole; prizes on 
poles were climbed for, pigs were 
hunted blindfold, men aj^d women 
raced in sac]i8 ; and, in short, for nine 
days long there was one umversal and 
spontaneous demonstration of hiiaricy 
m Antwerp and throughout the pro- 
Tinoes.* 

But with this merry humour of his 
subjects, the sovereign had but little 
sympathy. There was nothmg in his 
imai-acter or purposes which owed 
aflinity with any mood of this jocund 
and energetic people. Fhilip had not 
made peace with all the woild that 
the Netherlandcrs might climb up on 
poles or ring beds, or strew floweis in 
his path for a httle holiday time, and 
then return to their industrious avoca- 
tions again. He had made peace with 
all the world that he might be free to 
combat heresy ; and this arch enemy 
had taken up its stronghold in the pro- 
vinces. The treaty of Cateau Cam- 
bresiB left him at libeityto devote 
himself to that great enterprise. He 
had never loved the He jherlands ; a 
residence in these constitutional pro- 
vmces was extremely iiksomo to 1dm, 
and he was theicfuro aimous to re- 
turn to Spain Fiom the depths of 
his cabinet he felt that ho should be 
able to direct the enterprise he was 
resolved upon, and that his presence m 
the Hetherlands would be Bujperfluous 
and disagreeeable 

The early part of tie year 1659 was 
spent by Philip in organising the go- 
vernment of the provinces, and in mak- 
ing the necessary preparations for his 
departure. The Duke of Savoy, being 
restored to his duchy, had, of coui-se, 
no more leisure to act as Begent of 
0 
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the Netherlands; and it W!& necessary, 
therefore, to fix upon his successor in 
tiiis important post at once. There 
were several candidates. The Dimhess 
Christina of Lorraine had received 
many half promises of the appoint- 
ment, which she was most anxious 
to secure; the Bmperor was even 
said Ao desire the nomination of the 
Archduke Maximilian, a step which 
would have certainly argu^ more 
magnanimity upon Philip’s part than " 
the world could give him credit for; 
and besides these regal peraonoges, the 
high nobles of the land, especially 
Oiange and Egmont, bad hopes of ob- 
taining the chgmty. The Prince of 
Orange, however, was too sagacious to 
decci ro himself long, and became sa- 
tisfied veiy soon that no Netherlander 
was hkely to he selected lor Begent, 

He theicfore threw his influence in 
favour of the Duchess Christina, whose 
daughter, at the suggestion of the 
Bishop of Arras, he was desirous of 
obtaiumg in marriage. The King fa 
voured for a time, or pretended t« 
favour, both the appointment of Ma- 
dame da Lorrame and the marriage 
project of the Prince.* Afterward 
however, and in a manner which was 
accounted both sudden and myste- 
rious, it appeared that tbs DuebesS 
and Orange had both been deceived, 
and that the ICmg and Bishop hod de- 
cided in favour of another candidate, 
whose claims had not been considered, 
before, very prominent'* Tliia was 
the Duchess Margaret of Parma, na- 
tural daughter of Charles the Pifth,^ 

A brief sketch of this important per- 
sonage, so far 03 regards her previous 
career, is reserved for the following 
chapter. For the present it is suffl- 
cieut to state the fact of the nomina- 
tion. In order to afford a full view of 
Philip’s political ariangemonts before 
Ins final depai-ture from tho Nether- 
lands, we defer until the same chapter 
an account of the persons who com- 
posed the hoards of council organised 
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to aaaist tlie’naw Regent in the govern- 
ment. These bodies themselves lyere 
thiee in number; a state and privy 
counc^ and one of finance.* They 
were Mt new institutions, having been 
orginally established by the Emperor, 
and weio now arranged by his su^ 
cessor upon the same nominal basis 
upon which they h.id before existed. 
The finance coimcil, which had su- 
perintendence of all matteiB relating 
to the royal domains and to the annual 
budgets of the government, was pre- 
sided over by Baron Berlaymont * The. 
privy council, of which Vigliiis was 
president, was composed of ten or 
twelve learned doctors, and was espe- 
cially entrusted with the control of 
matters relating to law, pardons, and 
the general administration of justice. 
The state council, which was far the 
moat important of the three boards, 
was to superintend all high afiairs of 
government, war, treaties, foreign in- 
tercourse, internal and inteiprovmeial 
affairs. The members of this council 
wore the Bishop of Arras, Viglius, 
Berlaymont, the Prince of Orange, 
Count Egmont, to which number were 
afterwai^ added the Seigneur de 
Qlayon, the X>uke of Aorschot, and 
Count Horn.’ The last named noble- 
ihan, who was Admiral of the Pro- 
vinces, hod, for the present, been ap- 
pointed to accompany the King to 
Bpain, there to be specially intrusted 
r^th the administration of affaii'S re- 
lating to the Netherlands.'* Ke U^oa 
destmed, however, to return at the ex- 
piration of two years. 

With the object, as it was thought, 
of curbing the power of the great 
nobles, it hod been arranged that tlie 
three counoils should be entirely dis- 
tinct from each other, that the mem- 
bers of the state council should have 
no participation in the affaire of the 
two other bodies ; but, ou the oth$r 
head, tiiat the finance and privy coun- 
cillors, as wdl os the Kni^ts of the 
Fleece, should have access to the deli- 
berations of the state conndl.'’ In the 


course of events, however it soon be- 
came evident that the real tower of the 
government was exclusivel inthehaiids 
of the consnlha, a commi tee of three 
members of the state com lil, by whose 
deliberations the Regent- was secietly 
instructed to he gufded-on all impo^ 
taut occasions. The three, Yigliiis, 
Berlaymont, and Arras, who composed 
the secret conclave or cabinet, were in 
reality hut one. The Bishop of Arms 
was in sU three, and the thxco together 
constituted only the Bishop of Aiths. 

There was no especial gcvevwci or 
stadholder appointed for the pi oviiice 
of Biabant, where the Regent w’.-is U 
reside and to exercise executive func 
tions in person. The stadholdcrs fur 
the other provinces were, for FlandciB 
and Artois, the Count of Egmont ; f»j 
Holland, 2ieland, and Utrecht, tho 
Piinee of Oiunge; for Gueldres and 
Zutfen, the Count of Meghem; f<'i 
Friesland, Groningen, and Overyssel, 
Count Arembcig ; for H.ainault, Valoii- 
oiennea, and Cambray, the Marquis oi 
Bergheu ; for Toumay and Tournai^i'., 
Baton Montigny; for N.uuur, Baioii 
Berlaymont; for Buxeuihuig, Count 
Maiihield ; for Ryssel, Uouay, and 
Orchics, the Baron Courbiros All 
these Btadholders were commanders- m- 
chief of the military forces in ■their re- 
spective provinces. With the single 
exception of Count Egmont, in whose 
pTOvmce of Flanders the stadholdcrs 
were excluded from the administration 
of justice,^ all were likewise supreme 
judgee in the civil and criminal tribu- 
nal “ The military force of the Nethei- 
lands in time of peace was small, for 
the provincea were jealous of tho pre- 
sence of soldiery. The only standmg 
aimy which then legally existed in the 
Netherlands weu the Bandes d’Ordoii- 
nance, a body of mounted gendarmerio 
— amounting in all to three thousand 
men — ^which ranked among tho most 
accomplished and best-disciplined ca- 
valry of Europe.’ They were divided 
into fourteen squadrons, each under 
tile command of a stadholde.', or of a 
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distuigtiiEhB noUe. Besides these out ovciy vostigo of heresy, wherovw 
' troops, howlrer, there stUl remained in it should appear, by the immediate 
the pTovincls a foreign i^oroc, amoxint- immolntion of aU heretics, whoever 
ing in the asregate to four thousand tixey might be. 4 

men.^ Thesl^Idiem were the remain- He likewise cavised the estates of 
der of those^aige bodies which year Flanders to bo privately essomble^ 
after year hSd been quartered upon that he might haraugue them upon the 
the Netherlands during the eonstimt same great topic. In the latter part 
warfare to which they had been es- of July ho proceeded to Qbent, where 
posed. Living upon the substance of a great concoume of nobles, oitisen^ 
the country, paid out of 1 ^ treasury, and strangers had already assembled, 
and asoffeiEive by their licentious and Here, in tho last week of the month, 
ribald habits of life as were tho ene- the twenty-third chapter of tho Qolden 
mies against whom they were enrolled, hleece n*as held with much pomp, ond 
these troops had become an intolerable with festivities which lasted three 
burthen to the people. They were days. The fourteen vacancies which 
now disposed in dilfeceut garrisons, no- existed were filled w ith the names 
minally to protect the frontier. As a of various distinguished personages, 
firm peace, however, had now been AVith this last celebration the public 
concluded between Spain and France, history of Philip the Oood's ostenta- 
and as there was no pretext for com- tious and ambitious order of knight- 
pellmg the provinces to accept this hood was clos,ed The subsequent 
protection, the presence of a foreign nominations wcie made ex indtdtu 
soldieiy strengthened a suspicion that apoatolico, and without the assembhng 
they were to he used in the onslaught of a chapter.* 

which was preparing against the The estates having duly assembled 

gioua freedom and the pohtical privi- upon the day prescribed, Philip, at- 
leges of the country They were to tended by Kaigaret of Parma, the 
be the nucleus of a larger army, it was Duke of Savoy, and a stately retinue 
believed, by which the land was to be of ambassadors and grandees, made bis 
reduced to a state of servile subjection appearance before them. After the 
to Spain. A low, constant, but gene- customary ceremomes bad been per- 
tolly unheeded murmur of dissatisfac- formed, the Bishop of Arras arose and 
tion and distrust upon thiji subject was delivered, in the name of his soye- 
already perceptible throughout the reign, an elaborate address of instruc- 
Netherlands , * a warning piesage of tions and farewells. In this important 
the coming storm. harangue, the states were informed 

All the provinces were now convoked tb&t the King had convened them in 
for the 7th of August (1509), at Ghent, order that they might be informed of 
there to receive the parting communi- his intention of leaving the Nether- 
rationand farewell of the King.* Pre- lands immediately. He would gladly 
viously to this day, however, Philip hare remained longer in his beloved 
appeared in person upon several solemn provinces, had not drcumstances corn- 
occasions, to impress upon the countiy polled his departure. His father had 
the necessity of attending to the greo^ come hither for the good of the countiy 
subject with which his mmd was ex- in the year 1G43, and hod never re- 
clusively occupied.* He came before turned to Spain, oxcejit to die. 
ths great council of Mechlin,' in order Upon the King’s accession to the 
to address that body with his own lips sovet cignty ho had arranged a truce 
upon the necessity of supporting tho of five years, which had been broken 
e^cts to the letter, and of tramplmg tluouj^ by the faithlessness of Fronoe. 
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He bad, therefore, been obliged, not- 
witbatanding big anxiety to reti^ to 
a eonntcy -where bia presence was 
BO iq|icb needed, to remain in the 
{■rcninces till be had conducted the 
new war to a triumphant close. In 
doing this he had been eolely goTemed 
by bis intense lorefortheH otherlands, 
and by his regard for thau' interests. 
All the money which he had raised 
. from their coffers had been spent for 
their protection. Upon this account 
his Majesty expressed his confidence 
that the estates would pay an earnest 
sttentlon to the " Bequest" which had 
been laid before them, the more so, as 
its amount, three miUlona of gold 
florins, would all be expended for the 
good of the promnees. After his re- 
turn to Spain he hoped to be able to 
maha a remittanee. The Duke of 
SaToy, he continued, being obliged, in 
consequence of the fortunate chwga in 
his afifiurs, to resign the gOTemment of 
the Hatherlands, and his own son, Don 
, Carlos, not yet bemg sufficiently ad- 
1 eonced in years to succeed to that im- 
I portant post, his Majesty had selected 
his sister, &e Dueffiess hlargaret of 
' Parma, daughter of the Emperor, as 
the most pioper person for Begcut. 
As ehe had been in the Uether- 
llands, and had always entertamed a 
I profound affection for the provinces, 
I he felt a fii-m confidence that she 
i would prove faithful both to their in- 
terests and his own. As at this 
moment many countries, and pilifti- 
cularly the lands in the immediate 
neigh^urhood, were greatly infested 
W various “ new, reprobate, and damn- 
able sects as these sects, proceeding 


from the foul fiend, fathei lof discord, 
had not fmled to keep -thi |e kingilouu 
in perpetual dissenaiaa airi misery, tc 
the numifesb dirolessutefof God M- 
mighty; as his Majesty was desirous 
to avert such terrihla e^ls from hia 
own realms, according tS his duty tc 
the Lord God, who would dcuiand 
reckoning from him hereafter fur tbs 
wellbeing of the provinces ; as .all c.v- 
patience proved that change of religiou 
ever brought desolation a^ confusiuu 
to the commonweal ; as loav peraom, 
beggars, and vagabonds, under colour of 
religion, were accustomed to triirei-sc 
the land for the purpose of plunder 
and disturbance; as his Majunty was 
most desirous of foUowmg in the foot- 
steps of Ilia lord and ffitlicr; at it 
would he well remembered wliat the 
Emperor had said to him upnu the 
memorable occasion of liis abdicatlua ; 
therefore his Majesty had commanded 
the Eegent Margaret of Parma, for tlio 
sake ot rehgion and the gloiy of Goil, 
acmrately and exactly to cause to be 
enforced the edicts and decrees made by 
his imperial Majesty, and reneued by 
his present Majesty, for the ertUrpalvm 
efail sects and heresies. All governori, 
councillors, and others luiving autho- 
rity, were also instructed to do tiiuii 
utmost to accomplish this gre.at end.^ 
The grea| object of the discoiiiis 
was thus announced in the mosc lui- 
preasive manner, and with all thit 
conventional rhetoric of which tlie 
Bishop of Arras was considered a con- 
summate master. Not a word was 
said on the subject which was neare-t 
the hearts of the Netherlaudors — the 
withdrawal of the Spanish troops * 


1 See the Speech ui Bor, 2. 19-21 Coni' 
pare Gachard, Boeum. Inc(L 1. 313-323, 
a Bentivonho. Guerra di Fiandro, L I 
((hieic^ Panjgl, 1G48). gives a different report 
whioh coda vntH a daebiuct pioiuiso ou tin 
pelt of the Emg to disnuss the ti-oops a: 

soon as possible: " segno di ch< 

spetdahnente havichbo quanto unma, o latt 
uselra 1 pieadB stramen dalle forteaso ( 
, ogn* msouta contwhutlone al pacso ' 

1 It Js alnaoBt Buperfluoua to state that tb 
I c™nalMnoankhotityforspeocheB, except 
mdeed, iot those -whi^ were never made 
generals upon the battle 
rJ)^J2*2»Ip«»onageslu their eabmeta 
^ in secret conclave, are re 

portoa Dy nan xnu<^ ^n . 


none can guinsay tho accuracy with which 
those hanuiguos^ which nover httd any cxiS' 
toQcOp except m feo author’s ima^atiou, 
are placed l^foro tbo reader Ccnhvo^lio’s 
otAtely oud graceful Styles clogoat descrip- 
tions, and general acquaintance with liis 
subject, wil) Always nu^e his works cittrac- 
tire, but the classic and conrontion.d bys- 
texn of invexitiog long speeches for hieton-' 
characters has fortunately gone out c! 
fashion. It is very interesting to know 
what an important personage ''really did 
^y or^wnte upon rszoarkable occasions; 
but it is less inatTUctwe to be told what 
the hlstonaii thinks ought have s 
speooh or ^nstle fbr him to utter or 
mdite ^ 


1569.J 
Not a hint 1 
tion of thel 
provinces hi 
was likely tl 
contrary, tin 
new levy of 


I held out that a reduo- 
aaation, under which the 
~ so long been groaning, 

I take pl^e^ but, on the 
King had demanded a 
jDnsiderahle amount A 
few well-tum|d paragraphs were added 
on the subject of the administration of 
justice — “without which the republic 
was a dead body without a soul " — 
the Bishop’s most approved style, and 
the discourse concluded with a fervent 
ezhortation^o the provinces to trample 
heresy and fiaroti^ oat at eristeiice, 
and with the hopo that the Lord CJod, 
in such cose, would bestow upon the 
Netherlands health and happme^s.^ 

After the addiess had been con- 
dudod, the deputies, aeooiding to 
ancient foim, requested permiesiun to 
adjourn, that the representatives of 
each province might dehherate among 
themselves on the point of gi'antmg or 
withholding the Bequest for the three 
millions.* On the following day they 
again assembled in the presence of the 
I^g, for the purpose of returning 
their separate answers to the praposi> 
tions.® 

The address first read was that of 
the Estates of Artois * The chairman of 
the deputies from that provmce read a 
series of resolutions, drawn up, says a 
contemporary, “with that eleg.ince 
which characterised all th4 pubhc acts 
of the Artesi.ans, bearing witness to the 
vivacity of their wits.” * The deputies 
spoke of the extreme afibctiou which 
their provmce had always borne to his 
Majesty and to the Empoior. They 
had pioved it by the constancy with 
which they had endured the colaiiitties 
of war so long, and they now cheei fully 
consented to the Bequest, so far as 
their contingent wenj. They were, 
willing to place at his Majesty’s dis- 1 
posol, not only the remains of tUcir 
property, but oven the last drop of 
their blood. 

As the eloquent chairman reached 
this point in ms discourse, Philip, who 


1 Bor, iibsBup 
3 PontUB Fayon HS , 14-18. 

SIbid. *Ibid. 

I “ Bn tennea fort elcgans comme 

sent ordmairomeuclesactes ct de^chas qui 
■e font aiix assemblees doedicts Gtats lea- 


was standing with his arm’ resting up- 
on Bgmont’s shoulder, listening eagerly 
to the Artesian address, looi^ upon 
the deputies of the province with a 
smiling face,® expressing by t^ un- 
wonted henigmty of his countenance 
the satisfaction which he received from 
these loyal expressions of afieciion, 
and this dutiful compliance with his 
Bequest.* 

The deputy, however, proceeded to 
an unexpected conclusion, by earnestly 
entreating his Majesty, as a compensa- 
tion for the readineas thus evinced in 
the royal service, forthwith to order the 
dcpartiiro of all foreign tioops then in 
the Netherlands, 'rheir presence, it 
w-as added, was now rendered com- 
pletely superfluous by tho ratification 
of the tre.aty of peace so fortunately 
arranged with all the woild. 

At this sudden change in the de- 
puty’s Luigu.ago, the King, no longer 
smilmg, till ow himself violently upon 
his chair of state, where ho remamod, 
brooding with a gloomy couutoi'aiico 
upon the language which had been 
addressed to mm. It was evidenij 
said an eye-witness, that he was deeply 
offended. Ho changed colour frequently, 
so that all present ‘ could remark, from 
tho w 01 long of his face, how much hii 
mind was agitated.”’ • 

'The rest of tho piovinces were even 
more explicit than the deputies of 
Artois All had voted their coutm- 
gcuts to the Bcque.st, but oU had made 
tlic* witlulrawal of the troops an ex- 
picss antr’ccdcut condition to tho pay- 
ment of their respective quotas.’ 

Tho lung did not affect to conceal 
his r.ige at these conditions, exclaim- 
mg bitterly to Count Egmont and 
other seigniors near the throne, that it 
was very easy to estimate, by these 
jirocs. dings, tho value of the protes- 
tations made by the provinces of their 
loyalty and affection.®’ 

Besides, however, the answers thus 
addressed by the separate states to 
tho ro yal ad dr ess, a formal remoa- 

d ms bon tesmoignogo de la vivacitd des 
ospnts d’Arto.s ” — Ibid. 

s Fontus Foyen tCd , 14-13. * IblA 

• Ibid. • Ibid. a 

w Ibid. (loinpaTeVanilerHaer,4.108-110p 
Wsgemier, VidarL Hist, ix SS. 
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atraaoe liad*a]so baen drawn up in the of the monarch woe, howe* sr, oucceed- 
MTna of the Statas-Oeneral, and signed ed by a different humour. ^ It was still 
by the Prince of Orange, Count E^- thought advisable to dissemble, and to 
montj^d many of the leading patn- return rather an expostuutory than a 
dans of the Netherlands. This docu- peremptory answer to tiutramonatimce 
ment, which was formally presented of the StateS'Oeneral. Xiccordingly, a 
to the King before the adjournment paper of a singular tone^vas, after the 
of the assembly, represented the in- delay of a few days, sent into the as- 
famous " pillaging, insults, and dis- sembly. In this message it was stated 
orders " ddly eserdsed by the foreign that the King waa not desirous of 
soldiery ; stating t^t the burthen had placing strangers in the govenunent— 
become intolerable, and that the in- a foot whtch was proved^ by the ap- 
habitants of ^arlenburg, and of many pointment of the Duchess htargaict; 
other large towns and villages, had that the Spanish infantry was ueces- 
absolutely abandoned their homes sary to protect the land from invasion; 
rather ttian remain any longer exposed that the remnant of foreign troops 
to such insolence and oppression.^ only amounted to three or four thuu- 
The King, already enraged, was sand men, who claimed considerable 
furious at the presentation of this arrears of pay, but that the amount 
petition. He arose from his seat, and due would be forwarded to them im- 
rushed impetuously from the assembly, mediately after his Majesty's return to 
demanding of the memheis as he went, Spain. It waa suggested that the 
whether he too, as a Spaniard, was troops would serve as an escort for 
ejected immediately to leave the Don Carlos when he should amve in 
land, and to resign au authority over the Netherlands, although the King 
K.* The Duke of Savoy made use of w ould have been glad to cony them 
this last occamon in wUoh he appeared to Spain m Ms fleet, had he known 
in public as Regent, violently to ro- the wishes of the estates in time. He 
buke the estates for the indignity thus would, however, pay for their support 
offered to their sovereign.* himself, although they were to act 

It could not be forgotten, however, solely for the good of the provinces, 
by nobles and burghers, who had not He observed, moreover, that he had 
^et been crashed by the long course selected two seigniors of the provinces, 
of oppression which was in store for the Frince of Orange and Count Eg- 
them, that there hod been a day when mont, to take command of these 
Philip's ancestors had been more foreign tnx^, and he promised faith- 
humble in their deportment in the fully that, in the course of three or 
face of the provinclM authorities, -ilia four months at furthest, they should 
great-grandfather, Maximilian, kept in Ml he withdrawn.'* 
doianceby the ritizens of Bruges; his On the same day in which the 
great-grandmother, Mary of Burgundy, estates had assembled at Ghent, Philip 
with streaming eyes and disheyell^ bad addressed an elaborate letter to 
hair, supplicating in the market-place the grand council of Mechlin, the su- 
for the uves of her treacherous am- preme court of the provinces, and to 
baaaadors, were wont to hold a less the various ppivincial councils and 
imperious language to the delegates of tribunals of the whole country.* The 
the states. object of the communication waa to 

This hurst of ill temper on the part give his final orders on the subject of 



* Yander Haer, ubl sup. 

‘“Heponse da Boy & Bemonirance,'* 
etc._Docuiueats lu^dits, 1. S2d-S29. 

* Lettre ds Phil. II. au pran^ consoll do 
Hsllncs par laquello il liu fait counoitio son 
izitontion our lo fait do la rohgion et do I'ex- 
tirpetlon dcs herosles, 8 Aoflt. 1559.— Dooor 
menu InidlU, 1. 389-339. 




iSSO.] I Farewell Fxplosian of Wrath, 

{he edicte, Ind for the execution of was escorted thither by the Duchess 
tU heretics In the most universal and Begent, the Duke of Savoy, and by 
Bummaiy mmner. He gave stringent many of the must eminent persmages 
andunequivomlinstructionsthatthese of the provinces.^ Among otheif Wil- 
decrees for vuming, strangling, and ham of Orange was in attendance to 
burying alivJAouId be fulfiUed to witness the final departure of the 
the letter. He ordered all judicial King, and to pay him his farewell 


officers and magistrates “ to be curious respects. As Fhibp was proceedii^' 
to inquire on all sides as to the execu- on board the ship which was to bear 
tiontd the placaids,” stating his inten- him for ever from the Netherlands, 
tion that “ the utmost rigijur should his eyes lighted upon the Prince. His 
be employed without any respect of displeasure could no longer be re- 
persons,” and that not only “ the strained. With angry face he turned 
transgressors should be proceeded upon him, and bitterly reproached him 
against, but also the judges who for having thwarted all his plans by 
should prove remiss in their prosecu- means of his secret intrigues. William 
lion of heretics." ^ He alluded to a replied with humility that eveiything 
false opinion which had gained cur- which had taken place had been done 
roney, that the edicts u ere only in- through the reguW and natural move- 
tended against Anabaptists Correcting incnts of the states. Upon this the 
this error, he stated that they were to King, boilmg with rage, seised the 
be “enforced against all sectaries, Piince by the wrist, and shaking it 
without any diatmction or mercy, who violently, exclaimed in Spanish, “ No 
might be spotted merely with the loa estados, ma vos, vos, vos t *' — 
errors introduced by Luther.” the estates, but you, you, you • — re- 

The King, notwithstandmg the vio- peating thrice the word “vos,” which is 
lent scenes in the assembly, took leave as disrespectful and uncourteous iit 
of the estates at another meetmg with Spanish as “toi ” in French.* 


apparent cordiality. His dissatisfaction 
was sufficiently manifest, but it ex- 


After this severe and public insul^ 
the Pnnee of Oiange did not go on 


pressed itself principally against mdi- board his Majesty's vessel, but con- 
viduals. His displeasure at the course tented himself with wishing Philip, • 
puraued by the leading nobles, parti- from the shore,' a fortunate joumey. 
oularly by the Piince of Oyauge, was It may be doubted, moreover, whether 
already no secret, ^ he would not have made a sudden and 


PhiUp, soon after the adjoui-nment compulsoiy voyage to Spam had ho 
of the assembly, had coinjileted the ventured his person m the ship, and 
preparations fur his dcpaitiiic At uhether, under the ciicumstaiices, he 
Middelburg ho was met by Uie agiee- would have been likely to effect as 
able intelligence that the Pope had speedy a return. His c.aution served 
consented to issue a bull lor the orea- him then as it was destined to do on 
tion of the new bishoprics which he many futuie occasions, and Philip left 
desired for the Netheilaiids ■* This Uic Netlicilaiids with this parting ex- 
important subject will be resumed in plosion ot hatred against the man who, 
another chaptei ; foi tUefireaent wcac- as ne perhaps instmctivcly felt, was 
comp.iny the King to Flushing, whence dc«tmcd to circumvent his measures 
the fleet was to set sail for Spam He and resist his tyranny to the last. 


lo Quo vons Boycz cunculx pour Bcullcmcnt outacbea des articles ei orrears 

vouB ouquenr si a tons costelz I’exocuUm -e lutroduitB ct soustenus par le diet Llitlioro,** 
lera centre cculx qui y contra vicndiout — 337 

leuJziHs tXlDjnion Jica ct, jucoav yt 21 , e. Ji, 
Bolaco avee toutoligueur et fcanay rcspoctor * Vmider vyuckt, i 140. 
ucrsoiuie qui Co scit, at dc procedcr non • Weinoires do 1 Auuciy au Manner (Man- 
soiillcniont centre Jes transgrosscurs mais ricr, 1080), p 9, wba pilatos the aneedeto 
auasi centre les jngcB qui vouldroient user upon the autliority ot his father, who hdd it 
de diflsuuuhition ctconnirauco," etc , etc. — from a genUcinan present ot tlie 4oenr, a 
goo, fiioiidoftherriuce of Orange. 

t Centro ceulx e- - urroffint eatre * Zbid. 
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Tbs fleet, wbiifli oonsisted of ninety 
veaseb, bo irell provisioned that, among 
other matters, fifteen thousand capons 
were^ut on hoard, according to the 
Antwerp ohromcler,^ set sail upon the 
26th August (1559), from Mushing.’ 
The voyage proved tempestuous, so 
that much of the rich tapestry and 
other merohandise which had been 
accumulated by Charles and Philip was 
lost. Some of the vessels foundered; 
to save others it was necessary to 
lighten the cargo, and “ to enrobe the 
rooting waves with the silks,” for 
which the N etherlands were so famous ; 
so that it was said that Fhihp and his 
father had impoverished the earth only 
to enrich the ocean.’ The fleet had 
been laden with much valuable pro- 
perty, because the King hod drter- 
mined to fix for the future the wander- 
ing capital of his dominions in Spain. 
Philip landed in safety, however, at 
Laredo, on the 8th September.’ His 
escape from imminent peril confirmed 
him in the great puipose to which he 
had consecrated his existence. He 
believed himself to have been reserved 
from sldpvrreek only because a mighty 
mission had been confided to him; and 
lest his enthusiasm agunst heresy 
* should languish, his eyes were soon 
feasted, upon his arrivsd in his native 
country, with the spectacle of an auto- 
do-/#. 

Early in Jonuoiy of this year, the 
King being persuaded that it w()$ ne- 
cessary everywhere to use additional 
means to check the alarming spiead of 
Lutheran opinions, had ivritten to the 
Pope for authority to increase, if that 
were possible, the stringency of the 
Spani^ Inquisition. The pontiff, 
nothing loath, had accoidmgly issued 
a bull directed to the Inquisitor-Oene- 
ral, Valdez, by which he was instructed 
to consign to the flames all prisoners 
whatever, even those who were not 
accused of having “ relapsed." ^ Great 
preparations had been made to strike 


terror into the hearts of Imretics by a 
series of horrible exhibifions, in the 
course of which the num^us victims, 
many of them persons m high rank, 
distinguished learning, nd exemplary 
lives, who had long be& languishing 
in the dungeons of tile holy office, 
were to be consigned to the flames. 
The first auto-da-fS had been consum- 
mated at Valladolid on the 21st May 
(1559), incthe absence of the King, ol 
course, but in the presence of the 
royal family and the pi incipal notabi- 
lities, civil, ecclesiastical, and military. 
The Princess Regent, seated on in-r 
throne close to the scaffold, had held 
on high the holy sword. Tho Arch- 
bishop of Seville, followed by the 
ministers of the Inquisition and liy 
the victims, liad arrived in solemn 
procession at the “ cadalialso,” where, 
after the usual sermon in praise of the 
holy office and in denunciation of 
heresy, he had administered the oath 
to the Infante, who had duly sworn 
upon the crucifix to maintain for ever 
tho sacred Inqmsition and the apostolic 
decrees. The Archbishop had then 
cued aloud, " So may God prosper you' 
Highnesses and your estates ; ’ ^ after 
which the men and women who formed 
tho object of the show had been c.a.'-t 
into the flames ’ It being afterwards 
ascertaineij that the Kin g himself 
would soon bo enabled to return to 
Spam, the next festival was reserved 
os a fitting celebration for his amv-ol. 
Upon the 8th October, accordingly, 
another aulo-da-fi took place at Valla- 
dohd. Tho King, with his sister and 
his son, the high officers of state, the 
foreign ministers, and all the nobility 
of the kingdom, were present, together 
with an immense concourse of soldiei y, 
clergy, and populace. The sermon 
was preached by the Bishop of Cuen9a. 
When it was finished. Inquisitor 
General Valdez cried with a loud voice, 
“ 0 God, make speed to help us ' ” “ 
The Kin g then drew his sword. 


’ Keteran, 1. 28. 

»lbld. 

• Met^, 1 25 Euofd, i 27. Compare 
Y. 285. 
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h. and the Inquisitor never 

^ Qommitted ony other cviU” bats Llorento 


this alone would bo Bufficicnt to consi^o 
tbcir names to etomal infamV.” 

* Cabrera^ y. 285, sqq. Llorcnte. HiiA. 
Cnt. deTInquia , ii. XYiit 
’ Cabrera, iy. 209. 
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Valdez, ac^ncing to tUa platform “ I would carry the wood to burn my 
upon whicll Philip was seated, pro- own son withid, were ho as wicked as 
oeeded tore™ the protcaijition; "Your you.”* 

Majesty swArs by the cross of the In Seville, immediately aftei^aid^ 
sword, whoilon your roynl hand re- another auto-da-fS was held, in which 
poses, that ym will give all necessaiy fifty living heretics were burned, be- 
favour to the noly ofiice of the Inqm- sides the bones of Doctor Constantine 
Bition against heretics, apostates, and Ponce de la Puente, once the friend 
those who favour them, and will de- chaplain, and almoner of Philip’s 
nounce and inform against all those fiither. This learned and distinguished 
who, to your royal loiowl jdge, shall ecclesiastic had been released from a 
act or speak* agamst the faith.” ^ The dreadful dungeon by a fortunate fever. 
King answered aloud, " I swear it,” The holy office, however, not content 
and signed the paper. The oath was with punishing his corpse, wreaked 
read to the whole assembly by an also an impotent and ludicrous malice 
officer of the Inquisition. Thirteen upon his effigy. A stuffed figure, at- 
distinguished victims weie then bm-ned tired in his robes, and with its arms 
alive before the monarch’s eyes, be- extended in the attitude which was 
sides one body which a fiicndly death habitual with him in prayer, was 
liid snatched fiom the hands of the placed upon the suiffold among the 
holy office, and the cfllgy ot anothoi lii'ing victims, and then cast into the 
person who h-ad been condemned, al- 1 flimcs, that bigotry might enjoy a 
though not yet tried or even appro- fiintastie triumph over the grave, 
bended. Among the sufferers was Such were the religious ceremonies 
Carlos de Sessa, a young noble of die- with which Phihp celebrated his escape 
tmguished character and abihties, who from shipwreck, and his marriage with 
said to the King as he passed by the Isabella of Prance, immediately after- 
throne to the stake, " How can you wards solemnized. These human vio- 
thus look on and permit me to he tims, chained and burning at the 
burned I” Philip then made the | stake, weie the blozipg tonffies which 
memorable reply, carefuUy recorded lighted the monarch to his nuptial 
by his historiographer and panegyi-ist ; couch.* > 

1 *' nomine adjuva nos.” — Cabrera, v 235. Do Thou, iiL 41(M13, xxilL Cabreia, Iv. 

s ** Yo tiaert lena paia queeiar a mi h^o 303, and v. 235, sqq — Compare Ucrento 
si fiiere ton malo como vQs.”a-Cabrsx^ v. (H^ Cnt. de rinquia. u. xviit xx. and 
S86. xxi X who has corrected many errors made 

> Hoofd, I, 27. Heteren, L 26 Bor, i 23 by prooedms bistonaoi!. 
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ADMINISTRATION OE THE DUCHESS MARGARET, 

1559-1567. 


CHAPTER I. 


Biographical (Icetdi and portrait of Uaiwircb of Parma— Tlie state ooundl— Beiiaymont- 
'Vlguaa— Sketch ofWUluiza the Silent-.^oi-troit of Anthony Perrenot. afterwards Carflmil 
QnnTelle— General view of the pohtical, social, and religious condition of the Nether 
lande— Hahita of the aristocracy — Emulation m extraiagonca — ^Pecuniary embanasB- 
menta— Sympathy for the KeCormatioo, steadily increasing among the people, the luie 
cause of tho impouding revolt— Kcasurcs of the Government — ^Edict of 1650 described— 
Papal Bulls granted to Philip for Increasing the number of Bishops in the Netherlaud.— 
Necessity for retaining the Bpanish troops to enforce the policy of persecution. 


Maboabet ol Fanna, newly appointed 
Regent of the Ketherlands, was the 
snatural daughter of Charles the Fifth, 
and his eldest-bom child. Her mother, 
of a respectable family called Van der 
Genst, in Oudenarde, hod been adopted 
and l^ught up by the distinguished 
house of Hoogstnraten. Feculiar«cir- 
cumstances, not necessary to relate at 
length, had palliated the fault to which 
Margaret owed her imperial oiigin, and 
gave the child almost a legitimate claim 
upon its fatbei’s protection. The claim 
was honourably acknowledged. Mar- 
garet was in her infancy placed by the 
Emperor in the charge of hie paternal 
aunt, Margaret of Savoy, then Regent 
of the provinces. Upun the death of 
that princess, the child was intrusted 
to the care of the Emperor’s sister, 
Mary, Queen Dowager of Hungary, 
who had succeeded to the govtimment, 
and who occupied it until the abdica- 
turn. The huntresasqueen communi- 
tastes to her youthful mece, 
and Margaret soon outrivalled her iu- 
BUfuotress, The ardour with which 


she pursued the stag, and the coura- 
geous horsemanship which she always 
displayed, proved her, too, no degenerats 
descendant of Mary of Burgundy. H cr 
education f w the chstinguiwed positiim 
in which she had somewliat surrepti- 
tiously been placed, was at least not 
neglected in this particular. AVheu, 
soon after the memorable sack of Rome, 
the Fope and the Emperor had been 
reconciled, and it bad been decided 
that the Medici family should be 
elevated upon the ruins of Florentine 
liberty, Margaret’s hand was confened 
in marriage upon the pontiff’s nephew 
Alexander. Hie wretched proflig.ato 
who was thus selected to mate with 
the Emperor’s eldest-bom child, and 
to appropriate the fair demesnes of the 
Tuscan republic, was nominally the 
offspring of Lorenzo de Medici by a 
Moorish slave, although generally re- 
puted a bastard of the Fope himself. 
The nuptials were celebrated with 
great pomp at Maples, where the 
Emperor rode at tho tournament in 
the guise of a Moorisli warrior. At 
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Florence qleudid fesiivilaeB had also 
been held, \hich were troubled iri^ 
omens beliewd to be highly vuifavovu:- 
able. It ha^y needed, however, pre- 
ternatural ajkeaiances in heareu or 
on earth to ^oclaim the marnoge ill- 
starred which^mited a child of twelve 
years with a worn-out debauchee of 
twenty-seven. Fortunately for Mar- 
' garet, the funereal portents proved 
true. Her husband, within the first 
year of theii; wedded life, fell a victim 
to his own profligacy, and was assassi- 
nated by his kinsman, Lorenzmo de 
hledicL Cosmo, his successor in the 
tyranny of Floieiice, was desiious of 
succeeding to the hand of Margaret, 
,but the politic Empcior, thinking that 
be had already done enough to coucihate 
that house, WMs inclined to bind to his 
interests the family whiuhnow occupied 
the papal throne. Margaret was ac- 
cordingly, a few years aftenvard^ 
umted to Ottavio Famese, nephew of 
Paul the Third. It was still her fate 
to be unequally matched. Having, 
while still a child, been wedded to a 
man of more than twice her years, she 
was now, at the age of tiventy, united 
to an immature youth of thiitoen. 
She conceived so strong an aveision to 
her new husband, that it became im- 
possible for them to live together in 
peace. Ottavio according^ went to 
the wars, and in 1541 acconmauied the 
Emperor in his memorable ozpedition 
to Barbary. 

Humours of disaster by battle and 
tempest reaching Europe before the 
results of the expedition were accu- 
rately known, reports that the Emperor 
had been lost in a storm, and that the 
young Ottavio had perished with him, 
awakened remorse in the bosom of 
Margaret. It seemed to her that he 
had been driven forth by domestic 
inclemency to fall a victim to the 
elements. When, however, the truth 
became known, and it was ascertained 
that her husband, although still livmg, 
was lying dangerously ill in the chaigo 
of the Empsror, the repugnance which 
had been founded upon his extreme 
•ronth changed to passionate fondness. 


His absence, and his faithful military 
attendance upon her father, caused a 
revulsion in her feelings, and awakened 
her admiration. AVhen Ottavicj now 
created Duke of Parma and Piacenz!^ 
returned to Borne, he was received by 
his wife with open arms. Their union 
was soon blessed with twins, and but 
for a certain imperiousness of dispo^ 
tion which Maigaiet had inherited from 
her father, and which she was too ajit 
to exercise even upon her husband, the 
mariiage would have been sufficiently 
fortunate.^ 

Vanous considerations pointed her 
out to Philip as a suitable person for 
the office of Begent, although there 
seemed some mysteiy about the ap- 
pointment which demanded explana- 
tion. It was thought that her hirto 
would moke her acceptable to the 
people ; but, perhaps, the secret reason 
wito Philip was, that she alone of all 
other candidates would be amenable 
to the control of the churchman in 
whose hand he intended placing the 
real administration of the provmces. 
Moreover, her husband was veiy de- 
sirous that the citadel of Piacenza, still 
garrisoned by Spanish troops, ^ould 
be surrendered to him. Philip was 
disposed to conciliate the Duke, but, 
unwilling to give up the fortress. He 
felt that Ottavio would be flattered by 
the nomination of his wife to so im- 
portant an office, and be not too much 
dissatisfied at findmg himself reheved 
for & time from her imperious fond- 
ness. Her residence in the Hether- 
lands would guarantee domestic tnm- 
quilhty to her husband, and peace in 
Italy to the Kmg. Margaret would 
be a hostage for tlie fidelity of the 
Duke, who had, moreover, given his 
eldest son to Phihp to bo educated m 
his sennee. 

She was about thirty-seven years of 
age when slie arrived in the Hcther- 
l^ds, w ith the reputation of possess- 
ing high talents, and a proud and 
encTgetie, character.^ She was an en- 
thusiastic C.ilholic, and had sat at the 
feet of LoyoU, wljp had been her con- 
fessor and spiiituiu guide. She &lt a 
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(greater hoRW for heretica than for 
other qteoiea of malefactois, and 
looked up to her father’s hloodf edicts 
as If fbqr had been special revelations 
from on high. She was most strenuous 
in her observance of Boman rites^ and 
was accustomed to wash the feet of 
twelve virgins every holy week, and to 
endow them in marriage aftemarda.^ 
Her acquirements, save that of the 
art of horsemanship, were not remark- 
able. 

Carefully educated in the Machia- 
vellian and Medicean school of politics, 
she was versed in that “dissimula- 
tion,” to which liberal Anglo-Saxons 
give a shorter name, but which formed 
the main substance of statesmanship 
at the Court of Charles and Phihp. In 
other respects her accomplishments 
were but meagre, and she had httie 
acquaintance with any language but 
Itidion. Her personal appearance, 
which was mascimne, but not without 
a certain grand and imperial fascina- 
tion, harmonised with the opinion 
generally entertained of her charac- 
ter. The famous moustache upon her 
upper lip* was supposed to mdicate 
authority and viriUty of purpose, an 
impression which was conhimed by 
sthe circumstance that she was liable 
to severe attacks of gout, a disorder 
usually considered more appropriate to 
I the sterner sex.* 

Such were the previous career and 
public reputation of the Duchess Mar- 
garet. It remains to be unfolded 
whether her character and endow- 
ments, as exemplified in her new po- 
. rition, were to iustify the choice of 
' PhiUp. 

The members of the state council, 
as already observed, were Borlaymont, 

' Viglius, Arras, Orange, and Egmont. 

The first was, likewise, chief of the 
finance department. Moat of the 
CoHiolic writers described him as a 
I noble of loyal and highly honourable 
!1 character. Those of the Protestant 
'! party, on the contrary, uniformly de- 
nounced him as greedy, avaricious, and 
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extremely sanguinary. Tipt he was a 
brave and devoted Boldi&, a bitter 
Papist, and afl inflexible adherent to 
the royal cause, has new been dis- 
puted. The Bi^n, hin^lf, with his 
four courageous and accomplished sous, 
were ever m the front ranks to defend 
the crown against the nation. It 
must be confessed, however, that fa- 
natical loyalty loses most of the ro- 
mance wi^ which genius and poetiy 
have so often hallowed the sentimeiu:, 
when the “legitimate” priiioo for 
whom the sword is drawn is not only 
an alien in tongue and blood, but filb >1 
with undisguised hatred for the laud 
he claims to rule. 

Viglius van Aytta van Zuiclu'ii v.is 
a learned Frisian, born, aecuiding to 
some writers, of “boors’ degree, but 
having no inclination for boorw 
work.”* According to other authou- 
ties, which the Pieaident hinibolf f- 
voured, he was of noble origin ; but 
whatever his race, it is certain that, 
whether gentle or simple, it dei ived its 
first and only histoiical illustmtum 
from his remailcable talents and ac- 
quirements These in caily youth 
were so great as to acquire tlio com- 
mendation of Erasmus He haJ 
studied in Loiivam, Paris, and Paihi.i, 
had refused the tutoiship of Phil’]i 
when that {prince was still a child, imJ 
had afterwards filled a piofessoi-ship at 
Ingolstadt. After rejecting sever.J 
ofl'ers of promotion from the Emperor, 
he had at last accepted in 1542 a scat 
in the council of Mechhn, of uhich 
body ho had become president iii 
1545. He had been one of the peace 
commissioners to Franco in 1558, ainl 
was now president of the privy coun- 
cil, a member of the state council, aiicl 
of the inner dud secret committi e of 
that board, called the Consulto. Much 
odium was attached to his name lor 
his share in the composition of the 
famous edict of 1550. Tho rough 
draught was usually attributed to liis 
pen, but he complamed bitterly, in 
letters written at this tiuxe, of iiijiis- 

s “ Nec deerat aliqiia mento supeneiique 
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tice dons lim in this respect, and 
maintained that he had endeavoured, 
without success, to induce the Bm- 
peroT to mngato the severity of the 
edict. One toes not feel very strongly 
inclined to adept his excuses, however, 
when his geiAral opinions on the sub- 
ject of religion are remembered. He 
was most bigoted in precept and piac- 
tice. Beligious liberty he legarded as 
the most detestable and baleful of doc- 
trines; heresy he denounced as the 
most unpardonable of crimes. 

Prom no man’s mouth flowed more 
bitter or more elegant commonplaces 
than from that of the learned presi- 
dent agamst those blackest of male- 
factors, the men who claimed within 
their own w.alls the light to worship 
God according to their own cun- 
Bcienccs. For a common peison, not 
learned in Uw or dnimty, to enter 
into ins closet, to shut the door, and 
to pray to Him who seeth in secret, 
was, in his opinion, to open wide the 
gate of destruction for all the land, and 
to bring in the Father of Evil at once 
to fly away with the whole population, 
body and souL " If eveiy m.in,” said 
ho to Hopper, “is to believe what ho 
likes in his oivn house, we shall have 
hearth gods and tutelar divinities* 
again, the countiy will swarm with a 
thousand errois and soots, and very 
lew there will he, I feat, who will 
allow theiuselvee to be enctosed in the 
sheepfold of Christ. I have over con- 
sidered thie opimon,” continued the 
president, “the moot pomicious of 
all. They who hold it have a con- 
tempt for all religion, and aie neither 
more nor lees than atheists. This 
vague, fireside hberty should be by 
every possible means extirpated ; 
therefore did Cliiist institute sUep- 
herds to drive his w'andering sheep 
back into the fold of the true Church; 
tbuB only can we guard the lambs 
against ravening wolves, and pie- 
vont them being earned aw.ay fiom 
the flock of Cluist to the flock of 
Belial. Liiierty of leligion, or of con- 

I " lares lemuresciuo,’’ etc — Ep. ad 
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science, as they call it, ought never to 
be tolerated."* 

This was the cant with which 
Viglius was ever ready to fe^ not 
only his faithful Hopper, hut all the 
world beside. The president was na- 
turally anxious that the fold of Chiist 
should be intrusted to none hut icgu- 
lar shepherds, for he looked forward 
to taking one of the meet lucrative 
crooks into his own hand, when ho 
should rctiie from his secular career. 

It ia now necessaiy to say a few in- 
troductuiy words concerning the man 
who, fioni this time forth, begins to 
rise upon the history of his country 
with daily increasing grandeur and 
influence. William of Hassau, Prince 
of Orange, although atill young in 
years, is already the central peisonage 
about whom the events and the cW 
lactcrs of the epoch moat naturally 
gioiip themselves; destined as he is 
to become moie aud mure with each 
aucceoding year the vivifying source of 
light, strength, aud national life to a 
whole peopla 

The Nassau fanfily first emerges 
into distinct existence in the middle 
of the eleventh eentmy. It divides 
itself almoat os soon os known into 
two great hianches. The elder re-, 
mained in Germany, ascended the im- 
perial thione in the thirteenth cen- 
tury in the person of Adolph of 
Niiseiiu, and gave to the coimtiy many 
elcctois, hiohops, aud generals. The 
youfigor aud moio illustiioua branch 
1 el lined the modest property and 
pctly sovereignty of Nasoau Dlllen- 
bouig, but at the same time trans- 
planted itself to the Netherlands, 
whcie it attained at lui early period to 
gicat power and harge poseesBious. 
The anccbtora of Wilhain, aa Dukes of 
Giieldros, had begun to exercise sove- 
reignty in the provinces four centuries 
before tbe advent of the house of 
Burgimdy * That oveishadownng fa- 
mily afieiavards numbered the Nother- 
land Nafsaus among its most stanch 
and powerful adheients. Engelbert 
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the Second wea dlsHnguidied in tiie 
tUTbnlent oounoik and in the battle' 
fields of Charles the Bold, and trae 
aftewpds the unwavering supporter of 
IfariWiiliau , in court and comp. Dying 
childless, he was succeeded by his 
brother John, whose two sons, Henry 
and 'William of Kassau, divided the 
great inheritance after their father’s 
death. 'William succeeded to the 
German estates, became a convert to 
Protestantism, and introduced the Be- 
formation into his dominions. Henry, 
the eldest eon, received the family pos- 
sessions and titles m Luxembourg, 
Brabant, Fianders, and HoIl<aud, aud 
distinguished bimaelf sa much os his 
unde Eogelbert, in the sendee of the 
Burgundo-Austzdau house. The confi- 
don&l friend of Charles the Fifth, 
whose governor he had been in that 
Emperor's boyhood, he was ever his 
niort efficient and reliable adherent. 
It was he whose influence placed the 
imperial crown upon the head of 
Charles.^ In 1515 he espoused Claudia 
de Chalons, sister of Prince Philibert 
of Orange, "m order,” as ho mote to 
his father, " to be obedient to his im- 
perid Ifinjesty, to please the King of 
France, and more particularly far the 
sale of Mi oivn honour and profit.''^ 
liHis sun Rdne de Hassau-Cholons suc- 
ceeded Philibert. The little princi- 
pality of Orange, so pleasantly situated 
between Provence and Dauphiny, but 
in such dangerous proximity to the 
seat of the " Babylonian captivity ” of 
the Popes at Avignon, thus passed to 
the fa^y at Hassau. The title was 
of_ high antiquity. Already in the 
reign of Charlemagne, Guillaume au 
Court-Hcz, or " Williani witli the Shoit 
Nose,” had defended the little toun 
of Orange against the assaults of the 
Saracens. The interest and authority 
acquired in the demesnes thus pre- 
served by his valour became exten- 


ffive, and in process of £me heredi- 
tary in his race. Thenrincipalitj 
became an absolute ania free sove- 
reignty,* and had alrea^ descended, 
in defiance of the Salio&w, through 
the three distinct familiw of Oiango, 
Baux, aud Chalons- p 

In 1644, Prince Bdnd died at the 
Emperor’s feet in the trenches oi 
Saint Dizier. Having no legitimate 
children, he left all his titles and 
estates to this cousin-german, William 
of Nassau, son of his fatlfer’s brother 
William, who thus at the ago of 
eleven years became Wiiliam the 
Ninth of Orange. For this child, 
whom the future was to summon to 
such liigh destinies and such heioic 
sacrifices, the past and piesent seemed 
to have gathered riches and power to 
gether from many sources. He uae 
the descendant of the Othos, the 
Engelberts, and the Henries, of the 
Netherlands, the rcpiesentativc of the 
Philibeits and the Ednds of Franco, 
the chief of a house, humbler in lo- 
sources and position in Germany, but 
btiU of high rank, and which had nl- 
leady done good service to humanity 
by Wing among the first to embrace 
the great prmoiples of the Itefoima- 
tion 

His father, younger brother of the 
Emiieror’s friend Henry, was called 
William th»3 Itieh — he was, however, 
only rich ill cliildren. Of these he 
had five sons and seven daughters by 
his wife Juliana of Stolberg. Bhe 
was a person of most exemplary cha- 
racter and unaffected piety. She in- 
stilled into the minds of all her chil- 
dren the elements of that devotional 
sentiment which was hoi own striking 
characteristic, and it was destined that 
the seed sown early should increase to 
an abundant &rvest. Nothuig c.m 
be more tender or more touching than 
the letters which still exist from her 
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hand, writ'cn to her ihostrious sons 
in hours of^snxiety or anguish, and to 
the last, rerununending to them 'trith 
as muoh earnest simpUmiy as if they 
were still li'^ children at her knee, 
to rdy alwap in the midst of the 
trials and da^ere which were to heeet 
their paths through hfe, upon the 
great hand of God. Among the nio- 
tiiers of great men, Juliana of Stol- 
heig deserves a foremost }^e, and it 
is no slight eulogy that she was worthy 
to have been the mother of AViUiam of 
Orange and of Lewis, Adolphus, Henry, 
and John of Nassau. 

At the age of eleven years, 'Willi.'im 
having thus unexpectedly succeeded to 
such great possessions, was sent fiom 
his father’s roof to be educated in 
Brussels. No destiny seemed to lie 
before the young prmce but .lu educa- 
tion at the Emperor's court, to be 
followed by military adventures, em- 
bassies, viceroyalties, and a life of 
luxuiy and magnificence. At a very 
early age he came, accordingly, as a 
pageintotheEmporor’sfamily. Charles 
recognised, with his customary quick- 
ness, the remai-kable character of the 
duy: Alt ih'iieuir, 71’hliicnrt w-nr itih]' nr- 
timate, almost confidential friend of 
the Emperor, who pnded himself, 
above all other gifts, on his power of 
reading and of using men. The youth 
was so constant an attondifnt upon his 
imperial chief that even when inter- 
views with the highest pcisonagcs, and 
upon the gravest aflaire, wcio taking 
place, Charles would never suflei him 
to be consideied superfluuus or intru- 
siva There seemed to be no secrets 
which the Emperor hold too high for 
the compiehenbion or discietion of bis 
page. His percexitive and reflectiie 
faculties, naturally of i imaikable keen- 
ness and depth, tiius acquiied a preco- 
cious and extraordinary development. 
He was brought up behind the curtain 
of that gieat stage where the world’s 
dramas were daily enacted. The ma- 
chinery and the masks which pixiduced 
the grand delusions of history had no 
deceptions for him. Caiefully to ob- 
sorye men’s actions, and silently to 


ponder upon their motives, was the 
favourite occupation of the Prince dur- 
ing his apprenticeship at court. As 
he advanced to man’s estate, was 
selected by the Emperor for the high- 
est duties. Charles, whose onl^iucit, 

so far as the provinces were coueemed 
was in having been bom in Ghent and 
that by an ignoble accident, Wau 'glad 
to employ this representativa of so 
many great Netherland houses in the 
defence of the land. Before the Prince 
was twenty -one he was appointed 
general-in-chief of the army on the 
h>ench frontier, in the absence of the 
Duke of Savoy. The post was coveted 
by many moat distinguished Boldiers— 
the Counts ol Buren, Bossn, Lalaing, 
Aremherg, Heghem, and particula^ 
by Count Egmont ; i yet Charles shewed 
his extiaordmaiy confidence in toe 
Prince of Orange, by selecting him 
for the station, idthoughhe bed hardly 
reached maturity, and was inoreovcr 
absent in France. The ;roimg Prince 
acquitted himaelf of his mgh Command 
in a manner which justifiedhia appoint- 
ment. 

It was the Prince’s shoulder upon 
winii dlu Eimperor ifemea’ B{ ffio ab- 
dication ; the Prince’s hand w^ch boro 
the imperial insignia of the discrowned 
monarch to Feidiiiand, at Augsburg.^ 
With these duties his relatic,^ with 
Charles were ended, and those with 
Philip begun. lie was with fjjo army 
dm mg the hostihties which Wgre soon 
afti^i lesumed in Ficaidy ; he was the 
secret negotiiitor of the iirej imm ary 
anangoment with France, soim after- 
waide confirmed by the tiiiimphant 
ticaly of Apiil 1659. He had con- 
ducted these imtiatoiy conferences 
w ith the Coustablo Moutuioi^ey and 
M-irebal de Saint AndnS wiiji great 
s.igacity, although hai-dly a nian in 
years, and by so doing he liad laid 
Philip under deep obligations The 
Ivuig was so mexpressibly ansjous for 
peace that ha would have been capable 
of condjictmg a treaty upon almost 
any terms. He assured the Prince 
that “the greatest service he could 
render huu in this world was to nake 
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peaee, aod tiist be desired to bave it 
It aaty jniiee whatever, so eager was he 
to tetom to Spain.” ^ To the envoy 
Sbvutt^ Philip had held the same Ian* 
gnagja “ Oh, .iVjnhasaador,” said he, 
" 1 wish peace on any tenoa, and if the 
Tfi-njy of France had not sued for it, 1 
would have begged for it myself.” * 
With such impatience on the part of 
tite sovereign, it certainly manifested 
diplomatic abilities of a high character 
in the Pnnce. that the treaty nego- 
tiated by him amounted to a capitula- 
tion by France, fie was one of the 
hostages selected by Henry for the due 
execution of the treaty, and while in 
Fnuice made that remarkable discoveiy 
which was to colour his life. While 
hunting with the King in the foredi 
of Vincennes, the Prince and Henry 
, found themselves alone together, and 
I separated from the rest of the com- 
pany, The French monarch’s mind 
was fan of the great scheme which 
bad just secretly been formed by 
Philip and himoclf, to extirxiato I’ro- 
testantism by a gent i nl cxtiriiation of 
Protestants. I’liilip had bciu most 
anxiouB to conclude tlio ]iublic treaty 
with France, that bo might be the 
sooner able to negotiate that sccrut 
poDvention by which ho and ins Must 
Christian Majesty wore sulemnly to 
. bind themselves to maBaacre ail the 
converts to the new religion in Franco 
and the Hetberlands. This cunb|>imcy 
of the two Kings against their suh|ect.s 
was the matter ucare-it tlio beat Is of 
both. The Iliilco of Alva, a fellow 
hostage with Williain of Orange, was 
the plenipotentiaiy to conduct tins 
more imjiortonl arrangeiiiciifc The 
French monarch, somewhat iinjiru- 
dently imagining tliat tlio I’riiico w.is 
also a party to the plot, opened tlio 
whole nilnect to liim without reserve. 
He complained of the const an lly-iu- 
ersssing nnmhers of sectaries lu his 
Imrajdom, and protostod that his con- 
Mmlee would never ho easy, nor his 
irtlito ssoore, until bis realm should be 
at " that accursed vermm.” 
d’OratiKe, *1 

oa ben om cosi poco lienorcvole 
serwal al ^tembro 
sasato ohs w dim S. M , nell'curciio con 
’ “ ^ stanlli; o Imbosccitoic, io 


[ 1559 . 


A civil revolution, under wetext of s 
religious reformation, was Ips constant 
apprehension, particularlT since so 
many notable personages m the realm, 

, and even princes of themlood, were 
i already tainted with herfey. Never- 
theless, with the favour cfe heaven, and 
the assistance of his son and brother 
Philip, he hoped soon to he master of 
the rebels. The Kmg then proceedcil, 
with cynic^ minutene.s3, to lay befoie 

> h]3 discreet companion the,particulais 
of the royal plot, and the manner in 
^ which all heretics, whether high or 
humble, were to be discovered anJ 
I massacred at the most convenient 
season. l''or the furtherance of the 
sclierae m the Netherlands, it was 
unJet stood that the Spani-h reginn'iin 
would bo exceedingly eilicioiit. The 
Prince, although hoiror-stnick and in- 
dignant at the roj .si revelations, held 
hiB pe.nce, and kejit lii.s countenance. 
The King was not ,i\\.ue that, iii open- 
ing thi-> delicate negotiation to Alva’n 
colic igiio and I’lnlii/s plenipotentiarv, 
bo hail gill n a warning of inestimable 
value to’ the man who had been born 
to ri Mot the machinations of Philip and 
of Alva, ■\Villiam of Orange eanioil 
tile suniamo of “ the Silent,” from the 
maimer in which he received the o 
coiiimiinications of Henry without re- 
vealing to tho monarch, by word or 
look, the enSivnous blunder u liiuli he 
hail committed. His purpose u.as 
hxed from that hour. A few tbijs 
aftonvaids he obtained pormioaKia 
to vioit tho Netherlands, where he 
took ine.vsurCB to excite, with all liu 
iiiAuence, tho stiungest and most gene- 
ral oiipusitioii to tho continued pie- 
senco of the Spanish troops,'' of which 
forcos, much against his will ho had 
lici’n, in conjuaction with Eginont, 
a)ipointed chief. Ho aheady felt, in 
his own language, that “ an Inguibition 
for tho Ncllicilonds had been resolved 
n more cruel than that of iS'iaiii ; 
since it would need but to look askance 
at an image to ho cast into the dames.”* 
Although having as yet n » spark of 
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leligious Byinpathy fur the roformera, 
he could noj; he said, "hut feel com- 
pasaion for so many -vMuoua men and 
women thueA devoted to massacre,"^ 
and he deteunined to save them i£ he 
could t At Me departure of PhUip he 
had received ^isiructione, both patent 
and secret^ fur lus guidimce aa etad- 
holder of Holland, l^icsland, and 
Utrecht. Ho wae ordered " moat ex- 
preesly to con'cct and extirpate the 
sects reprobated by our H'Aly Mother 
Church ; to execute the edicra of lira 
Imperial Majeoty, renewed by the 
King, with absolute I'lgour. He was to 
see that the judges earned out the 
edicts, imthoat infmction, altcratum, 
or modcnttmi,Bmae they wcie tlieie to 
enforce, not to make or to dieeuss the 
law.” In hn societ lustructioua he 
was informed that the execution ul the 
edicts was to bo with all rigoui, and 
without any respect of persona. He 
was aleo reminded that, whcicaa some 
persona had imagined the seventy of 
the law " to be only intended against 
Anabaptists, on the contrary, the edVets 
were to bo enforced on Lutherans and 
all other sectaries without distme- 
tiou.’*^ Moreover, in one of his last 
iiitei views with ThUip, the King had 
given him the names of sevcial “ex- 
cellent persons suspected of the new 
rchgioii,” and hod coiuniandcd him to 
have them put to deatlir This, how- 
ever, ho not only omitted to do, hut, 
oil the central y, gave thorn warning, so 
that they might olTtct their escape, 
“thinkmg it iiioie necessary to obey 
God than man.”® 

W ilh.n TTi of Orange, at the dexiarture 
of the King for Spam, was in his 
twenty - seventh year. Ho was a 
widower; his fii-st wife. Anno of Eg- 
mont, having died in 155S, after seven 
years of wedlock. This lady, to whom 
he had been united when they were 
both eighteen years of age, was the 


daughter of the celebrated general,. 
Count do Bureu, and the greatest 
heiress in the KethurloudB. 'William 
had thus been faithful to the family 
traditions, and hod increased lul jius- 
sessions 'by a wealthy slhoncc. He 
hod two children, 1‘hillp and Mary. 
The mamage had been more !uiiiu.ible 
than piiucmy mamages arranged fur 
convemence often prove. The letters 
of the Pilnco to Ills wife indicate 
tenderness and contentment.'* At the 
same time ho i\ as accused, at a later 
lieiiod, of “having murdered her with 
a dagger."® The ridiculous tolo was 
not cieii credited by those who re- 
ported it, but it is wuiih mentioning, 
as a (iiouf that no calumny was too 
senseless to bo invented concerning the 
man whuse character was fium that 
hour forth to be the mark of slander, 
and whose whole life was to be its 
signal, although often unavailing, re* 
futatiun.'’ 

■Vet wo are not to regard 'William oi 
Orange, thus on tlio thieshold of bis 
great oaicer, by the light diffused from 
a Buinewhat later period. In no his- 
torical chiiractcr moi o remarkably than 
in his is the law of coiishuit develop- 
meut and xirogress illustrated At' 
twenty-six he is not the “ fiaUr pa trim" 
the gi eat man struggling upward an^ 
onward against a host of enemies 
and obstacles almost beyond human 
stiength, and along the daik and 
diiigerous path leading tliiough con- 
U'ft, piii.ation, and cc.'selcss l.ibour to 
no iciHibO but death On the contrary, 
his foot was haully on the (list steji of 
that (hlhcult ascent w Inch was to riso 
hefoie him all his hfutime. Ho was 
still among the iiriinroso paths. He 
wasiich, powerful, of sovereign rank. 
He had o^y the geims within him of 
what was thoieaftor to cxp.and into 
moial and intolloctu.'d grcatncs-i He 
had small syinjiathy for the religious 
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refomuiionj of whitdi he was to be 
one of the moat distinguidied cham- 
piona. He-iras a Catholic, nominally, 
and in outward observance. 'With 
dootr&es he troubled himaeU but 
little. He had given orders to enforce 
conformity to the ancient Church, not 
witii bloo^hed, yet with comparative 
strictness, in hia principality of Orange.^ 
B^ond the compliance with rites and 
forms, thought indispensable in those 
days to a personage of such high de^ 
gree, he did not occupy himself wifli 
theology. Ha was a Catholic, as Eg- 
mont and Horn, Berlaymont and Mans- 
field, Moutigny and even Brederode, 
were Cathohc. It was only taimers, 
dyers, and apostate priests who were 
Proteistants at that <^y in the Nether- 
lands. His determination to protect 
a multitude of his haimlesa inferiors 
from horrible deaths did not proceed 
from sympathy with their i^gious 
sentiments, but merely from a generous 
and manly detestation of murder. Ha 
oarefuUy averted his mind from sacred 
mattera. If, indeed, the seed implanted 
by his pious iiarents were really the 
germ of bis future conversion to Pro- 
testantism, it must be confe.ssed that 
it lay dormant a long time. But his 
mind was in other pursuits. He was 
i^ispoacd for an easy, joyous, luxuiious, 
princely hfe. Banquete, masquerades, 
tournaments, the chase, hiterspersed 
with the routine of officii duties, civil 
and military, seemed likely to fill out 
his life. His hospitahly, like bis 
fortune, was almost regal While ^e 
King and the foreign envoys were still 
in &e Netherian^, his house, the 
I qdendid Nassau palace of Brussels, 
j was ever open. He entertained for 
I tne monarch, who was, or who ima- 
' gined himself to be, too poor to dis- 
ebarge his own duties in this respect, 
but he entertained at his own expense.* 
This splendid household was stih con- 
ijtinued. Twenty-four noblemen and 
, |eighteenx>agea of gentle birth officiated 
iii regukrly in his fam il y. His esta hliah- 
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ment was on so extensive scale that 
upon one day twenty-eight master 
cooks were dismissed, for the purpose 
of diminishing the fam^ expenses, 
and there was hardly a pwiiccly house 
in Qermany which did nVt send cooks 
to learn their business 'Jn so magni- 
ficent a kitchen.'* The reputation of 
his table remained undimmished for 
yeara We find at a later period that 
Philip, in the course of one of the 
nominal reconciliations which took 
place several times between the mo 
norch and William of Orange, wrote 
that, his head cook being dead, he 
begged the Prince to " make him a 
present of lus chief cook. Master Her- 
man, who was understood to bo voiy 
skafuL”* 

In this hospitable manaiun the 
feasting contmued night and day. 
From early monimg till noon, the 
breakfast-tables weie spread with 
wmes and luxurious viands in constant 
succession, to ail comers, and at eveiy 
moment.* The dinner and supyicr 
were daily banquets for a multitucto 
of guests. The highest nobles woio 
not those alone who were entertaincil 
Men of lower degiee were welcomed 
with a cliarming hospitality, which 
made them feel themselves at their 
ease.* Contemporaries of all pai-hes 
unite in eulogising the winning address 
and gentle uoaimers of the Prince. 
*' Never,” says a most bitter Catholic 
historian, “ did an arrogant or indis- 
creet word fall from kis lips. He, 
upon no occasion, manifested anger to 
his servants, however much they might 
be m fault, but contented himself 
with admonishing them graciously, 
without menace or insult. He had a 
gentle and agreeable tongue, uith 
which he could turn all the gentlemen 
at court any way he liked. He i\.ia 
beloved and honoured by the whole 
conimunity.” ^ Hl« manner was grace- 
ful familiar, caressing, and yet digni- 
fied. He had the good breedmg whioii 
comes from the heart, refined into an 
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inezpregsihn cbarm from his constant 
interconise, sJmost from his cradle, 
"^irith mankind cf all ranka 

It may bi\ supposed that this train 
of living wra amended with expense. 
Moreover, hsJiad various other estab- 
lishments in rown and country, besides 
his almost royal residence in Brussels. 
He was ardently fond of the chase, 
particularly of the knightly sport of 
falconry. In the countiyi he “ con- 
soled himspjf by taking every day a 
heron m the clouds.” ^ His falconers 
alone cost him annually fifteen htm- 
dred florins, after he hod reduced their 
expenses to the lowest possible point ^ 
He was much in debt, even at this 
early period and with his princely for- 
tune. " We come of a race," he wrote 
carelessly to his brother Louis, “ who 
are somewhat bad managers m our 
young days, but when we grow older, 
we do better, like our late father: 
sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et 
semper et in secula aeculorum. My 
greatest difficulty,” he adds, “ as usual, 
IS on account of the falconers.” 

His debts already amounted, accord- 
ing to Granvelle's statement, to eight or 
nine hundred thousand florins.^ He had 
embarrassed himself, not only through 
his splendid extravagance, by which 
all the world about him weie made to 
partake of his wealth, but b^ accejituig 
the high offices to uhich h| had been 
appointed. When geneial-iu-chicf on 
the frontier, his salary was thieo hun- 
di'ed florins monthly; “not enough.” 
as he said, “to p.ay the Bcir.aiit8 iii hia 
tent,” “ his necessary expenses being 
twenty-five hundred flonns, as appears 
by a letter to his wife.” His embassy 
to carry the crown to Ferdmand, and 
his subsequent residence as a hostage 
for the treaty in Paris, a-ere also veiy 
onerous, and he received no salary, 
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according to tlie economical system in' 
tbis respect pursued by Charles and 
Philips In these two embassies or 
missions alone, together with theater* 
tainments offered by him to the com*t 
and to foreigners, after the peace at 
Brussels, the Frmce spent, according 
to his own estimate, one inillion five 
hundred thousand florins.^ He was^ 
however, although deeply, not des* 
perately involved, and had already 
taken active measures to regulate and 
reduce his estabhehment. His revenues 
were vast, both m bis own right and 
in that of his deceased wife. He had 
large claims upon the royal treasury 
for seiTice and expenditure. He had 
besides ample sums to receive from 
the ransoms of the prisoners of St 
Quentin and Gravelmes, having served 
in both campaigns The amount to 
be leccivcd by individuals from this 
souice may be estimated from the 
lact that Count Horn, by no means 
one of the most favoured m the victo* 
nous armies, had received from Leonor 
d*Oi leans, Duo de Longueville, a raa* 
Bom of eighty thousand crowns.® The 
sum due, if payment were enforced, 
from tlic prisonez's assigned to Hgmon^ 
Orange, and others, must have been 
veiy large. Granvelle estimated the > 
whole amount at two millions; adding, 
characteristically, "that this kmd of 
specuLition was a practice ” which oui 
^od old fathers, lovers of virtue 
wouUl not have found laudable.® In 
tliisthe churchman was light, but he 
might e added that the " lovers of 
vutue” would have found it as little 
" huidable ” for ecclesiastics to dispose 
of the sacred offices in their gif^ for 
caipets, tapestry, and annual payments 
of certam per centages upon the cure 
of souls If the profits respectively 
gained by military and deric^ spocu- 
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lators in t&at day should be compared, i 
the disadvantage would hardly be I 
found to Us with those of the long 
robe,*-’ 

Such, then, at the beginning of 1S60, 
was ■William of Orange — a generous, 
stately, magnificent, powerful grandee. 
As a military commander, he had ac- 
quittedhimsclEveiycreditably of highly 
important functions at an early age. 
Nevertheless, it was the opinion of many 
persons, that he was of a timid tem- 
perament.^ He was even accused of 
having manifested an unseemly panic 
at PhilippeviUe, and of hiving only 
been restrained by the esriuatulations 
of his officers from abandoning both 
that fortress and Charlemont to Admiral 
Coligny, who had made his appearance 
in Ihe neighbourhood, merely at the 
head of a reconnoitring party.^ If the 
story were true, it would bo chiefly 
important as indicating that the Prince 
of Onuim was one of the many his- 
torical diaracters, originally of an ex- 
ffitable and even timorous phy'sical 
organisation, whom moral courage and 
a strong will have af terwarrla converted 
into dauntless heroes. Certam it is 
that he was destined to confront open 
danger in every form, that his path 
a was to lead through perpetual ambush, 
yet that his cheerful confidence and 
tranquil courage were to become not 
only unquestionable but proverbial.'* 
It may be safely asserted, however, 
that the story was en mvention, |o be 
dassed with those fictions which made 
him the murderer of his first wife, a 
common conspirator against Philip's 
crown and person, and a crafty male- 
factor in general, without a single 
virtue. It must 'be remembered tliat 
even the terrible Alva, who lived in 
harness almost from the cradle to the 
grave, was, so late as at the period with 
which we are now occupied, censured 
for timidity, and had been accused in 
youth of flat cowardice.^ lie despised 
the insinuation, which for him had no 
meaning. There is no doubt, too, that 


caution was a ]predoiiiii^nt charao 
teristic of the Prmce. It was one oi 
the chief sources of his greatness At 
that period, perhaps at aAy period, he 
would have been incamble of such 
brilliant and dashing er^loits as had 
made the name of EgmlSiit so famous. 

It had even become a proverb, “ the 
counsel of Orange, the execution of 
Egmontj”® yetwe shall h.ave oeoasion 
to see hoiy far this physlc-al prumjit 
ness which had been so fcl’citous in ii 
the battle-field was likely to avail the 
hero of St Quentin in the great poll 
tical combat which was approaching. 

As to the talents of the Prince, 
there was no difference of opin'.n. 
His enemies never contested t!i« 
subtlety and breadth of his intello ", 
his adroitness and capacity in conduct- 
ing state affairs, his Imowledge of 
hum,an n.ature, and the profoimdnc-s 
of his views In m.any respects it J 
most he confessed that his surname 
of the Silent, like many similar apjal- 
lations, was a imsnomer. William of 
Orange was neither "silent” nor “ts- 
eitum,” yet these are the epitlnts 
wluch will be for ever associated with 
the name of a man who, in private, 
was the most affable, cheerful, and 
delightful of companions, and who on 
many great public occasions was to 
prove himgelf, both by pen and by 
speech, tho most eloquent m.an of his 
age. His mental accomplishmenls wc i c 
considerable. Ha hod studied history 
with attention, and be spoke and wrote 
with fatality Latin, French, Geiman, 
Flemish, and Spanish. 

The man, however, in who«o hands 
the administration of the Netherhnds 
was in reality placed, was Anthony 
Perrenot, then Pishop of Arras, soon 
to be known by the more celebrated 
title of Cardinal Granvelle. Ho was 
the chief of the Consulta, or socivt 
council of three, by whoso delibera- 
tions the Duchess Eegent was to he 
governed. His father, Nicholas Perre- 
not, of an obscure fondly in Burgundy, 
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had been l>iig the favourite minister 
and man of buainesa to the Emperor 
Charles. Anthony, the eldest of 
thirteen ch-ldren, was bom in 1517. 
He was eaiuy distinguished for his 
talents. He|Btudied at Hole, Padua, 
Paris, and Uouvam. At the age of 
twenty he spoke seven languages with 
perfect facility, while his acquaintiiice 
with civil and ecclesiastical laws was 
considered prodigious. A^ the age of 
twenty-thr*e he became a cauon of 
Liege Cathedral The nccessaiy eight 
quarters of gentility produced upon 
tiiat occasion have accoidingly been 
displayed by his panegj’iists m tiium- 
phant refutation of that theory which 
gave him a blacksmith for his grand- 
fathei ^ At the same peiiud, although 
he had not reached the requisite age, 
the rich bishopric of Airas had aheady 
been jirepared for him by his tathci's 
care. Three years aftenvards, in 
1543, he distingiushed himself by a 
most learned and brilliant harangue 
before the Council of Trent, which 
display BO much charmed the Emperor, 
that he created him councillor of state 
A few years afterwards he rendered 
the unscrupulous Charles still more 
valuable proofs of devotion and dex- 
terity by the part he played in the 
memorable imprisonment of the Land- 
grave of Hesse and the Saxon Dukes 
He was thereafter constanfty employed 
in embassies and oxher omces of bust 
and profit. 

There was no doubt as to his pro- 
found and varied learning, nor as to 
his natural qmckness and dexterity. 
He was ready-witted, smooth and fiuont 
of tongue, fertile in expedients, cour.v 
geous, resolute. He thoroughly under- 
stood the art of managing men, parti- 
cularly his supenors t lie knew how 
to govern under the appearance of 
obeymg. He possessed exquisite tact 
in appreciating the characters of those 
far above him in rank and beneath 
h^ in intellect. He could accommo- 
df .1 himself with great readiness to 
tEid'^OByDcraBies of sovereigns. He 
was a chameleon to the hand which 
fed him. In his intercourse with the 


King, he coloured hiinselt, as it were 
with the King's character. He was 
not himself, but Philiu ; not tho sul- 
len, hesitating, confused Phill];^ how- 
ever, but Plnhp endowed with elo- 
quence, readiness, faoihty. The King 
ever foimd himself anticipated with 
the most delicate obsequiousness, be- 
held his struggling ideas change into 
winged words without ceasing to be ’ 
his own. Ko flattery could os more 
adroit. The bishop accommodated 
himself to the King’s epistolary habits < 
The silver-tongued and ready debater 
substituted protocols for conversation, ‘ 
in deference to a mouarch who could 
not speak. Ho corresponded with ' 
Phlhp, w ith Margaret of Parma, with i 
every one. He wrote folios to the 
Duchess when they were in the same 
palace. He would write letters forty 
pages long to the King, and send on 
anuthcr courier on the name day with 
two or three additional despatches of 
identical date. Such prolixity en- 
chanted the King, whose greediness 
for busmeas epistles was insatiable. 
The painstaking monarch toiled, pen 
in band, after his wonderful minister 
in vam. Philip was only fit to be the 
bishop's clerk; yet he imagined him- 
self to be the directing and governing 
power. He scrawded apostilles in the 
maigins to prove that ho had read 
with attention, and persuaded himself 
that he suggested when he scarcely 
ev^ compiehcnded. The bishop gave 
wmee and issued instructions when he 
seemed to be only receiving them. He 
was the substance while he affected to 
be the slmdow. These tactics were 
comparatively easy, and likely to be 
ti minphant, eo long as ho bad only to 
dc.-!! with mferior intellects, like those 
of Philip and Margaret. When ho 
sliould be mntclied against political 
genius and lofty ohameter combuied, 
it was pubsiblo that his resources might 
not prove so all-suHicient. 

His political principles were sharply 
defined tin rcahty, but smoothed over ' 
by a conventiunal and decorous bene- 
volence f langi^e, whioh deceived 
vulgar minds. He was a strict aibso- 
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lutist. His deference to arbitary 
power was profound and slavish. God 
and " the master,” as he always called 
Philip he professed to serve with 
equal humiUty. “ It seems to me,” 
amd he, in a letter of this epoch, " that 
I shall never be able to fulfil the obli- 
gation of slave which I owe to your 
majesty, to whom I am bound by so 
firm a chain ; — at any rate I shall never 
fail to struggle for that end with sin- 
cerity.” ^ 

As a matter of course, he was a firm 
opponent of the national rights of the 
Netherlands. He had strenuously 
warned P hilip against assembbng the 
states-general before his departure for 
the sake of asking them for supplies. 
He earnestly deprecated allowing tlie 
constatutionEd authorities any control 
over the expenditures of the govern- 
ment, and averred that this practice 
under the Hegent Hary had been the 
cause of endless trouble.’ It may 
easily be supposed that other rights 
were as little to his taste as the ciium 
to vote the subsidies, a pi ivilege u hicb 
was in reality indisputable. Men who 
stood forth in defence of the provincial 
constitutions were, in his opinion" 
mere demagogues and hypocrites; 
Jtheir only motive being to curry favour 
with the populace. Tet these chartei-s 
were, after all, sufficiently limited. 
The natural rights of man u ere topics 
which had never been broached. Man 
hadonlynatural wrongs. Noneventyred 
to doubt that sovereignty was heaven- 
bom, anointed of Qod. The rights of 
the Netherlands were special, not gene- 
ral ; plural, not angular ; liberties, not 
liberty; “ privileges,” not maxima 
They were practical, not theoretical; 
historical, not philosophical. Still, 
such as they were, tliey were facts, 
ocquisitiona They had been purchased 
by the blood and toil of brave ances- 
tors; they amounted — however open 
to criticism upon broad humanitarian 
grounds, of which few at that day had 
e ver dreamed — to a solid, substMtial 
’ ” T Jarnns mo parccem quo bastana para 
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dyke against the arbitrary Jiawerwhich 
was ever chafing and fretting to destroy 
its barriers. No men were more subtle 
or more diligent in corroding the 
foundation of these buli^ks than the 
disciples of Granvelle. ^et one would 
have thought it possible to tolerate an 
amount of practical freedom so dilfcr- 
ent from the wild, social speculation! 
which, in later days, have made both 
tyrants and reasonable lovers of our race 
tremble with appiehensior. The Ke- 
therlanders elaimed, mainly, the right 
to vote the money which was dcm.and- 
ed in such enormous profusion fiom 
their painfully-acquired wealth; they 
were also unwilhng to be burned alne 
if they objected to transubstantiation 
Granvelle was most distinctly of an 
opposite opinion upon both topics. 
He strenuously deprecated the inter- 
ference of the states with the sub- 
sidies, and it was by his advice that 
the remorseless edict of IfifiO, the 
Emperoi’s oidinance of blood and fire, 
was re-enacted as the veiy first n.ca- 
sure of Philip's reign.^ Such weie his 
sentiments as to national and popular 
rights by representation. I’or the 
people itself — "that vile and mischicv 
ous animal called the people," * as lie 
expressed it— he entertamed a checiiul 
contempt. 

His aptitude for managing men was 
veiy great;' his capacity for afiaiis in- 
contestable'; but it must be alwurs 
undei stood as the capacity for tha 
affairs of absolutism. He was a clever, 
scheming pohtician, an adroit manager, 
it remained to be seen whether he had 
a claim to the character of a states- 
man. His mdustiy was enormou.! 
He could write fifty letters a day w ifh 
his own hand. He could dict.ite to 
half a dozen anonuenses at once, on 
as many different subjects, in as many 
different languages, and send them all 
away exhausted. 

He was already rich. His income 
from his see and other livings was 
estimated, in 1557, at ten thogj^iid 
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doUara; liia property in ready money, 
" furmture, tapeatiy, and the hie," at 
^ two hundicd and fifty thousand dol- 
lars.^ When it is consideied that, as 
compared wiijh our times, these sums 
represcut a revenue of a huudicd 
thousand, and I capital of two mdlions 
and a half in addition, it may be safely 
asserted that the prelate had at least 
mode a good beginmng. Besides his 
regular income, moreover, he had 
handsome receipts from thitt simony 
wliich was reduced to a system, and 
nhich gave him a liberal profit, gene- 
rally m the shape of au annuity, upon 
every benefice which he confeiied. 
He was, however, by no means satisfied. 
His appetite was as boundless as the 
sea; he was EtiU a shameless mendi- 
cant of peoumaiy favouis andlueialive 
ofiices Ahoady, iii 1552, the Eiiipeior 
bud roundly lebukcd his gicodiiicss. 
“As to what you say of getting no 
. ‘meivied’ nor'ayuda de costa,’” said 
he, " 'tis merced and ayuda de costa 
(^iiite sufficient, when one has fat 
benefices, pensions, and salaaies, with 
which a man might manage to suppoit 
himself.”'^ The bishop, howevei, was 
not easily abashed, and he was, at the 
epoch which now occupies us, ear- 
nestly and successfully soliciting fiom 
Bhihp the luciative abbey of Saint 
Armand. Hot that he would have 
accepted this preferment, ‘'<:ould the 
abbey have been annexed <o any of 
the new bishopi ics , ” ■* on the couti aiy, 
he assured the King that ‘ to cany 
out so holy a woik as the erection of 
those new sees, he would willmgly 
have contributed even out of his own 
nuserable pittance.”^ It not being 
considered expedient to confiscate the 
abbey to any particular bishop, Fhihp 
accoidingly presented it the prelate 
of Arras, together with a handsome 
^ sum of money in tlic shape of an 
" “ ayuda de costa” beside. The thiifty 
bishop, who foiesaw the advent of 
tro ublous times in the Kethcilands, 
1 Vice honoratamente — la puo laic, Ua- 
vendo tia I'entiata tempoiwlo cbi so ijtioia 
nulle Borgognn e quelle del scBcov<ido ot 
aicn benefit)! pm i^i 10,000 scudi di entrata, 
e trn gioja arganto, tappezzeiio con altii 
•- tnoblb 0 00110 X 1 ccaitonti piudi 250,000 ecudl, 
et b onmione dd giuditiosi cbe 'auseixa 
Oirdinalo ” etc.— Budevaro US. 


however, took care in the lettei-s by 
which he sent his thanks to instruct 
the King to secure the money upon 
crown property in Arragon, lf4>les, 
and Sicily, as matters in Qie provmces 
were beg inning to look very precari- 
ous.® 

Such, at the commencement of the 
Duchess Hargaret’s administration, 
were the characteis and the previous 
histories of the persons into whose 
hands the Netherlands were mtrusted. 
None of them have been prejudged. 
Their characters have been sketched, 
not according to subsequent develop- 
ments, but as they appeared at the 
opeimig of this import^t epoch. 

The aspect of the countiy and its inr 
habitants offered many sharp contrasty 
and revealed many sources of future 
tiouble. 

Tho aristocracy of the Netherlands 
was ox cesaively extrai agant, dissipated, 
and olicady cousideiably embanassed 
m circumstances. It had been the 
policy of the Kmperor and of Philip 
to confer high offices, civil, military 
and diplomatic, upon tlm leading 
nobles, by which enormous expenses 
W'ere entailed upon them, without any 
currespondmg salaries. The case (d 
Orange has been already alluded to, 
and thcie were many other nobles less 
able to afford the expense, who had 
been mdulged with these niinous 
honouis. Dunng the war, thers had 
been, however, many chances of better- 
ing bibkcii fortunes Victory brought 
immense piizes to the leading officers. 
The ransoms of so many illustrious 
prisoners as had graced the triumphs 
of Baint Quentin and Gravehnes had 
been extremely profitable. These 
souiccs of wealth had now been cut 
off; yet, on the departure of the King 
fiom the Netherlands, the luxury iu- 
creased instead of dimimshiiig. “ In- 
stead of one court,” said a coutempo- 
raiy, '■ you would have said that there 
weie filly Nothing could be more 
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long parrj^ed lior hands and brain. 
In the DTemerlaudB, where the attach- 
ment to Home had never been iutcni>e, 
whe^ in the old times the Bishops of 
Utrecht hod been rather Ghibelliue 
than Guelph, where all the eaihest 
sects of dissenters — 'Waldenses, Iiol- 
lards, Hussites — ^had found numerous 
converts and thousands of martTis, it 
was mevitable that there should be a 
response from the popular heart to the 
deeper agitation which now reached to 
the very coie of Christendom. 

The people were numerous, indus- 
trious, accustomed for centuries to a 
state of comparative civil freedom, 
and to a lively foreign trade, by which 
their minds were saved from the stag- 
nation of bigotry. It was natural that 
they should begin to generahse, and 
to pass from the concrete images pre- 
sented them in the Flemish monas- 
teries to the abstmet character of 
Borne itself. The Flemings, above all 
their other qualities, were a commer- 
cial nation. Comnieice was the mo- 
ther of their fieedom, so far as they 
had acquired it, in civil matters. It 
Was struggUng to give birth to a larger 
hherty, to freedom of conscience. The 
provinces wore situated in the very 
, heart of Europe. The blood of a 
world-wide traffic was daily couremg 
through the thousand arteries of that 
water-inwoven territory. There was a 
mutual exchange between the Kether- 
lands and aU the world; and ideas 
were as hberally interchanged as ^ods. 
Truth was imported as freely as less 
precious merchandise. The psalms of 
llarot were as current os the dru^ of 
Holucca or the diamonds of Borneo. 
The prohibitory measures of a despotic 
government could not annihilate tliis 
intellectual trade, nor could bigotry de- 
vise on effective quarantmo to exclude 
Uifi religious pest w hich lurked m every 
bale of merchandise, and was wafted on 
ev^ breeze from East and West. 

The edicts of the Emperor had been 
endured, but not accepted. yThe hoi> 
rffile persecution under whiiffi so many 
thoumn^ liad su^ had produced its 

inevitable result. Fertilised by all this 
^oocli the soil of the Nether- 
^ leads beeame as a watered garden, in 


which liberty, civil and religious, woi 
to flourish perennially. The scafibid 
had its daily victims, hut did not 
make a sin^s convert. The statistics 
of these crimes will perhaps never bo 
accurately adjusted; l^t those who 
love horrible details may find ainplo 
matenaL The chronicles contam tho 
lists of these obscure martyrs; but 
tbeir names, hardly pronounced m 
theur lifetime, sound barbaiously m 
OUT ears, and will never ring tluough 
the trumpet of fame. Yet they ueio 
men who dared and suffered a^ much 
as men can dare and suffer ni tin, 
world, and for tho noblest cause iiliu,h 
can inspire humanity. Fanatics thov 
certainly weie not, if Imaticism con- 
sists in show without corresponding 
substance. For them all w as tci i iWo 
reality. The Emperor and liis edicts 
were realities ; the axe, the stiiko v no 
realities, and the heioisni witli wlinli 
men took each other by the liaiid and 
walked into the flames, or inth mIiiiIi 
women sang a song of tminipli ulnlo 
the grave-digger was shoi oiling ilio 
earth upon their living faces, uai a 
reality also. 

Thus, the people of the Netlicil iiid 
were already pervaded, tliroiiglioia 
the whole extent of the country, witl 
the expandmg spiiit of ieli;.poii8 ic 
formation. It was inevitable lli.h 
sooner orator an explosion w as tc 
arrive. They were placed bctwcei 
two great countiies, where tho iiev 
principles hod already taken root Tlii 
Lutheranism of Germany and the Cal 
vanism of France bad each its sh-are ii 
producing the Ketherland revolt, lu 
a mistake la often made in estimatiii; 
the relative proportion of these seveia 
influences. The Beformataon first or 
tcred the prwinoes, not through tli 
Augsburg, hut the Huguenot gab 
The fiery field-preachers from th 
south of Franco first inflamed the ei 
citable hearts of the kindred popidi 
tion of the south-western Hetheiiandi 
The TrVaJloons were the first to rebi 
against and the first to reccncile then 
selves with papal Borne, exactly i 
their Celtic ancestors, fifteen centum 
carlier^had been foreraoat in lli" r 
volt n^inst imperial Home, and pr 




eipitate in their Bubmission to her 
overshadowing power. The Batavians, 
^owor to be moved, but more stead- 
fast, retained the impulse which they 
received front the same source which 
was already ^itating their “ Welsh” 
compatriota. ^There were already 
Freuch preachers at Valenciennes aud 
Touinay, to be followed, as we shall 
have occasion to see, by many othei-s. 
Without undervalumg the^mfluence 
of the Germpn Chuiches, and particu- 
larly of the garrison-preachmg of the 
German military chaplauis in the 
Netherlands, it may be safely asseited 
that the early Befoi-mei-s of the pro- 
vinces were mainly Huguenots in their 
belief. The Hutch Church bec.une, 
accordingly, not Lutheran, but Calviii- 
istic, and the founder of the common- 
wealth haidly ceased to be a nominal 
' Cathohe befuie he became anadheieut 
to the same creed. 

In the mean time, it is more na- 
tural to regard the gieat movement, 
psychologically speaking, os a whole, 
whether it revealed iteelf in Fiance, 
Germany, the Netherlands, England, 
or Scotland. The policy of govern- 
ments, national cliaiacter, individual 
interests, and other collateral circum- 
stances, modified the result ; but the 
great cause was the same; the souice 
of all the movements was single. The 
Beformation in Geimaiiy fhad been 
adjourned for half a century by the 
Augsburg religious peace, just con- 
cluded. It was held iu suspense in 
France through the MacchiaveUian po- 
licy which Catharine de Medici llid 
just adopted, and was for several years 
to prosecute, of balancing one paity 

r nst the other, so as to neutmliso 
power but her own. The great 
contest was occoidhigly iransfened to 
tlie Netherlands, to be fought out for 
. the rest of the ceutuiy, while the 
whole of Christendom was to look 
anxiously fortheresult. Fromthe East 
and from the West the clouds rolled 
an ay, leaving a compai'atively bright 
and peaceful atmosphere, only th.it 
they might concentrate themselves 
with portentous blackness over the 
soil of the Netherlands. In Geraany, 
the princes, not the people, had cun* 


queied Home, and to the princes, not 
■Uie people, were secured the benefits 
of the victory — the spoils of chur^es, 
and the right to worship accordmg to 
conscience. The people hod the right 
to conform to their ruler’s creed, or to 
depart from his land. Still, as a mat- 
ter of fact, many of the princes bemg 
reformers, a large mass of the popu- 
lation had acquired the privilege for 
their own generation and that of thw 
children to practise that religion which 
they actually approved. This was a 
birt, and a more comfortable one than 
the nece.'<Bity of choosing between 
what they considered wicked idolatry 
and the stake — ^the only election le& 
to their Netherland brethren. In 
France, the accidental splinter from 
Montgomery's lance had deferred the 
Huguenot massacre for a dozen years. 
Duiing the peiiod in which the Queen 
llegent w as resolved to play her fast 
and loose policy, all the persuasions 
of Bhilip and the arts of Alva wera 
powerless to induce her to cany out 
the scheme which Henry had revealed 
to Orange in the forest of Vinoennea; 
When &e crime came at last, it was 
as blundeiing os it was bloody; at 
once premeditated and accidental ; the 
isolated execution of on inter-regal , 
consphacy, existing for half a genera- 
tion, yet exploding without concert; 
a wholesale massacre, but a piecemeal 
plot. 

The aiistocracy and the masses . 
being thus, from a variety of causes, ■ 
in this agitated and dangerous condi- 
tion, what were the measures of the 
Government ? 

The edict of 1550 had been re- 
enacted immediately after Philip's 
accession to sovereignty. It is neces- 
saiy that the reader should be made 
acquainted with some of the leading 
provisions of this famous document, 

: thus laid down above all the constitu- 
tions as the organic law of the land. 

A few plain facts, entirely without 
ihetoncid ivamish, will prove more 
impressive in this cose than super- 
fluous dcclomatior. The American 
will judge whether the wrongs tn- 
. dieted by Laud and Charles upon his 
I Puritan ancestors were the severest 
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that a people has had to undergo, and hanishinent, or hy branding on the 
erhetber the Dutch Bepublic does not forehead, by the cropping of the eare 
track its source to the same high reli- or the slitting of nostrils, as was prao'' 
glow origin as that of our own com- tised upon the Puritan fathers of Hew 
monwealth. England for tlleir nonoo iformity ? It 

"Ifo one,” said the edict, ^ “shall was by a sharper chartisement than 
print, write, copy, keep, conceal, sell, any of these methods. The Puritin 
buy or give in churches, streets, or &,theiB of the Dutch Republic had to 
other places, any book or writmg struggle against a darker doom. Tl:e 
made by Martin Luther, John Eco- edict went on to provide — 
lampadiuB, Ulrich Zwinglius, Martm “ That _ such perturbators of tlie 

Bucer, Jo^ Calvm, or other heretics general quiet are to be executed, to 
reprobated by the Holy Church; . . . wit: the men with the sword and the 
nor break, nor otheiwise injure the women to be buried alive, if they do jio' 
images of the holy virgin, or canonised persist in their errors ; if they do persi«t 
saints; .... nor in his house hold in them, then they are to be execuifnl 
conventicles, or illegal gatherings, or with fire; all their property in both 
be present at any such in which the cases being confiscated to the crowni ” 
adherents of the above-mentioned Thus, the clemency of the sovereign 
heretics teach, baptize, and form con- permitted the rcpmlanf heretic to be 
spiracies against the Holy Church beheaded or buried alive, instead oi 
and the general welfare. .... More- being burned. 

over, we forbid,” continues the edict, The edict fm-ther provided agairi'-t 
in name of the sovereign, “all bay all misprision of heiosy by m, iking 
■petBooa to converse or dispute cmcemlng those who failed to betray the siii- 
the Holy Scnptineo, openly or secretly, ported liable to the same punishment 
especiaUy on any doubtful or difBcnlt as if suspected or convicted them 
mattera,ortorcad.<car7i, orerpowndthe selves’ "we forbid,” said the decree, 
&npturM,unleRstheyhavedu!ystudicd “all persons to lodge, entertain, fur- 
theology and been approved by some nish with food, fire, or clothing, or 
renowned university ; .... or to otherwise to favour any one holden oi 
a preach secretly, or openly, or to enter- notoriously suspected of being a hcrC' 
(ainanyof file opinions of the above- tic; . . . and any one failing to dc> 
mentioned heretics; .... on pain, nounce any such, we ordam shall 1>e 
should any one be found to have con- liable to the above-mentioned puni-ii- 
travened any of the pomts above-men- ments ” 

tioned, as perturbators of our state The edict went on to provide, “ that 
and of the general quiet, to be if any person, being not convicted of 
punished in the following manner" heresy or error, but greatly Buspcct>”l 
And how were they to he punished* thereof, and fAii’c/orc condemned by the 
What was the penalty inflicted upon spiiitual judge to abjuie such hciooy, 
the man or woman who oivned a or by the secular magistrate to m.ate 
hymn-hook, or who hazarded the opi- public fine and reparation, shall again 
nion in private, that Luther was not become suspected or tainted wifli 
quite wrong in doubting the power of heresy — allliejigh it should not appear 
a monk to sell for money the licence fAot he has contravened or violated ni j 
to commit murder or incest ; or upon one o/our atare-TOenfioitedconiniand’ — 
ibe parent, not being a Roman Catho- nevertheless, we do will and ordam 
lio doctor of divinity, who should read that such person shall bo considered 
Christ’s Sermon on the Mount to his as relapsed, and, as such, be punished 
l^ildren in his own parlou or shop* with loss of life and property, withoul 
were crimes like these to be any hope of moderation c.' mitigation 
wpon the transgressor? Was of the above-mentioned penalties.” 

It oy reprimand, fine, imprisonment, 1 Furthermore, it was decreed, thai 


I The text of the edict is given by Bor, i , 7 - 12 . 
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“ the spiritiifil jndgee, desiring to pro- 
ceed against any one for the crime of 
"Tiereay, shall request any of our sove- 
rrign courts or proTinciat couucila to 
appoint any tne of their college, or 
such other ad^not as the council shall 
select, to preside over the proceedings 
to ho instituted against the suspected. 
All who know of any person i-iinted 
with heresy are reqiiiied to denounce 
and give them up to all judgps, olHcers 
of the hishops, or others haring autho- 
rity on the premiaes, on pain of being 
punished according to the pleasure of 
the judge. Likewise, all shall he 
obliged, who laiow of any pUce where 
Eiieh heretics keep themselves, to de- 
clare ahem to the authontios, on pain 
of being held as accomplices, and 
puni-lied as such lieietics theinseliea 
would be if appieheiidod ’’ 

In order to secure the greatest num- 
ber of anests by a direct appeal to the 
most ignoble, but not tlio least power- 
ful principle of human nature, it was 
ordained “that tke^nfom/r, in case of 
conviction, should bo entitled to one- 
half the property of the accused, it 
not more than one hundiod poun>ls 
Flemish ; if more, then ten per cent, 
of all such excess ” 

Treachery to one’s friends was en- 
couraged by tbe piovision, “ that if any 
man being piesent at any^oeret con- 
venticle, shall aftei w.irds ^ooiiie for- 
ward and betray liis fellow-members of 
the congregation, he shall receive full 
p.irdon." 

In order that neiihor the good 
people of the Jfotlierlands, nor the 
judges and inquisitors should delude 
themselves with the notion that these 
fanatic decrees were only intended to 
inspire terror, not for pi.ietic.il execu- 
tion, the sovereign coni Jiued to ordain 
— " to the end that the judges .and 
officers may have no reason, under pre- 
text that the penalties are too gieat 
and heavy, and only devised to tenify 
delinquents, to punish them less se- 
verely than they deserve — ^that the 
culprits ha» really puuished by the 
penalties above declared; forbiddin g 

1 ViglilJEpist addivcrsoB,cxiTui. Brandt, 
Elstorie dcr Borormatie in en omtrent de 
Bcdorlondon (Amst., 1077), i. lOS, b. lu- 
Grstd i 17. 
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ail judges to alter or moderate tlie 
penalties in any manner— /oriuVWiiiy 
any one, of whatsoever condition, to 
ask ta or of any one having alltlio- 
rily, to grant pardon, or to present any - 
petition in favour of such heretics, 
exiles, or fugitives, on penalty of being 
declared for ever incapable of civil and 
milihiry office, and of being arbitrarily 
pnnislicd besidea” 

Such were the leading provisions of 
this famous edict, originally promul- 
gated in ISoO as a recapitulation and 
condensatun of all the previous ordi- 
nances of the Emperor upon religions 
subjects ]>y its style and title it was . 
a perpetual edict, and. .lecoidingto one 
of its clauses, was to bo published for 
ever once in every six months, in 
every city and village of the Eeljier- 
lands. It hail been promulgated at 
Amp-bmg. uhero the Emperor was' 
hohiiiig .a (bet, upon the 25th of Sep- 
temlter Its severity had so app.illed 
tho Dowager Queen of Jlimgary. that 
kho h.id made a journey to Aiifpburg 
expressly to pro(:uro a mitigation of 
some of its provisions.* The prineiiwl 
alteration which she was able to obtain 
of tlio Emperor was, however, in tbe 
phraseology only. As a concession to 
popular jn cjudioe, tho words “spiritual 
judges” were substituted for " inquisi- 
tors” wherever that expression had 
occurred in the on'gin<al (haft* 

The edict had boon lo-cnaoted by 
tho yxpress advico of the Bishop of 
Ana'i, inini.’iliatoly on the accession of 
Philip Tlio piolato knew the valuo 
I of tlie Emperor’s Dame; he may have 
thought, also, that it would bo diffi-^ 
cult to increase the sharpness of the . 
onhuancos. “I advised the King,”| 
says Granvclle, in a letter written a . 
few yeai’s later, “to moke no change - 
in the placards, but to proclaim the ' 
text diown up by tbe ISmperor, re- ' 
publishing the whole as tho King's s 
edict, with express insertion of the^ 
phrase, ' Carolus,’ &o. I recommend-? 
ed this li jt men should calumniate his 
Majesty as wishing to introduce novel- 

tios in the matter j>f religion.*’* 

a Jliaudt, Bcformatio, ubl sup. BoO, 1. 

7 - 12 . 

• Fspiers ia. 478, 478. 
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This edict, eoutamingtiie provisions 
which have been hud hefoi e the reader, 
waanowto he enforced with the ut- 
xaosAxigour ; e\eiy olhcial personage, 
from the stodholdeis down, haimg re- 
ceived the most stiingent instructions 
to that effect, under Philip’s on n hand 
This was the fiist gitt of Philip and of 
Granvdlo to the Nctheilands , of the 
monarch nho said of himself that he 
had aUiajs, “hom the beginnmg of 
his government, followed the path of 
clemency, accoiding to his natural dis 
position, so veil kiionu to all the 
world, of the pielate nho said of 
himself, ''that he had c\er combated 
the opinion that anj thing could be 
accomphshed by tenor, death, and 
violence.” ^ 

Duiuig the peiiod of the Fiencli and 
Papal wai, it bas been seen that the 
execution of these edicts had been pei- 
mitted to slacken. It was now le 
Eumed with redoubled fury hloio 
over, a new measure had inoi cased the 
disaffection and dismay of the people, 
alieady su&oientiy hUed with apiie 
hension As an additional socui it) foi 
the Bupiemacy of the ancient lehgion, 
it had been tliought desirable that 1die 
number of bishops should be inci eased. 
Theie were but four sees m the 
Hetherhui'ls, — those of Anas, Cam 
biay, Toumay, and Utrecht That of 
Utrechtwos within the aichieplscopate 
of Cologne , the othei three were w ith- 
in that of Eheims.^ It seemed piopei 
that the prelates of the Uetheijands 
should owe no extra proa incnl allcgi 
auce. It was hkearise thought that 
three nulhons of souls required more 
than four spintual supeimteudcnts. 
At any rate, avhatcaei might be the 
mterest of the flocks, it was ceitam 
that those brood and fertde pastuios 
would Bustam more than the picseut 
niimher of shephei ds The w t ilth of 
the rehgious houses in the pi ounces 
was very great The abbey of Alflig 
hem alone hod a revenue of fifty thou- 
sand florins, and there weie many 
ofheis scarcely mfeiior in wealth * 
, But the se institutions aaeie oompara- 

JGroonv Pnnst Ai chives, etc , is. 4S 
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tively independent both of !King aial 
Pope. Electing their ow-n supenora ^ 
fiom time to time, m nowise dcaiioiia'^ 
of any change by which their case 
might be disturbed ant) their iicbes 
en^ngeied, the honest ^nars weie not 
likely to engage in any very vigorous 
crusade agamst heiesy, nor foi die 
sake of introducmg or sticngthcning 
Spanish institutions, which they knew 
to bo abominated by the people, ti 
take the ruk of diiving pll then du 
elides mto revolt and apostasy Cum 
foi ting themsehes with an Lrosiiii u 
philosophy, avhich they thought be t 
Biutcd to the times, they wcie as little 
likely as the Sage of llotterdaiu him 
sell would have heen, to make inaitin 
of thcmaelv ea fur the s ike of oxtii ii it 
mg Calv imsm The abbots and monks 
were, in political matteis, very much 
undei the influence of the gieat iiuhlis, 
in w hose company they occupied tlic 
benches of the uppei house of tl c 
I states gciici il 

I l>i I'l ancis Sonnius had been sent i n 

a mission to the Pope, for the puipose 
of icprosciitmg the necessity ot an lu 
crease in the Episcopal foice ot the 
Hotheilands Just as the King w is 
taking his dcpartui e, the commissioiioi 
aiiiv^, bringing with him the Bull tf 
Paul the Fourth, dated May 18, 13 i'l 
This was aftcrwaids coiifliuied b) tli it 
of Pius thd Fouitb, in Jamniiy of tlio 
follow’mg /eai “ The document si ited 
that '' Paul the Fourth, slave of slaves 
wishing to provide for the vaeltiie ot 
Uie pi evinces and the eternal salvation 
of their inhabitants, liaddeterminedt i 
plant in tlut fruitful field seveial new 
bisbopiics The enemy of mankind 
being abioad,” said the Bull, "in so 
many foi ms at th.it partieulu time, 
and the Ketkyrlands, then under the 
Eiray of that belov ed son of his holi 
ness, Phihp the Cathohe, being eoui- 
possed about with heietic and schis- 
matic nations, it was believed tlut tlie 
eternal welfare of the land was in 
gieat dangei At the peiiod of the 
oiiginal establishment ot CvtUedial 
chuiches, the pioviiices had been 

* Bor, 1 2$ 
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Bparsely peopled; they had now be- 
come filled to overfiowing, so tliat the 
^original ecclesiaatical aiTangement did 
not suffice. The haivest kxia plentiful^ 
hvi the labourers were few.** 

In consideration of tliese and oUier 
reasons, three^archbishoprics were ac- 
coi dingly appointed. That of Mcchhn 
was to be principal, under which w'cre 
constituted six bibhoxiiics, those, uaiae- 
ly, of Antwerp, Boib le Duc,^lurmoutl, 
Ghent, Bruges, and Ypies That of 
Cambray was second, with the four 
subordinate diocc'^e'^of Torn nay, Airas, 
Saint Omer, and i^ainur. The third 
archbishopric w as th it of U ti ccht, w ith 
iho hye secs of Haailom, Middelbuig, 
Leeuwaideu, Grounigen, and DeveH' 
ter.^ 

The nomination to tlic-sO imijortant 
oflicesuan gi anted to ilic King, sub* 
ject to couliimatioii hy the Pope 
Moreover, it was OKiained by the Bull 
that ^'eac^ bi&hop should appoint ni/ic 
additional prehundaneSf who wcie to 


assist him in the matter of the InquU^ 
lion throughout his bishopric, two oj 
whom weie themselves to be tnquisi^rs.** 

To sustain these two great meaftre^ 
through which Philip hoped once and 
for ever to extinguish the Netheilaud 
heresy, it was consideied desirable that 
the Spanish troops still remaining in 
the pioviuces should be kept there in- 
definitely ® 

The force wras not large, amounting 
hardly to four thousand men, but they 
w ere unscrupulous, and admirably dis* 
ciphued. Aa the entering wedge, by 
which a military and ecclesiastiC<d 
despotism w 03 eventually to be forced 
mto the very heart of ^e land, they 
wcie mialuable. The moral effect to 
be bojicd from tbe regular presence ol 
a Spani-sb standing army during a tune 
of peace in the Netherlands could 
haitlly be exaggerated. Philip waa 
thereloro clctoiniiucd to employ every 
aigumcut and subterfuge to detain the 
tioops. 


CHAPTER ir. 


Agitation m the Nc^lierHnds— 'Tlie ancient cbarici^ rceorled to ns bnrners against the 
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The years 15G0 and 15G1 were mainly 
occupied wixli tlie agitation and dis- 
may produced by the causes set forth 

I n the preceding chapter. 

I Bor, 21-2G. Bcntivogllo, lAo. 


Against the aibitrary policy embo- 
died m the edicts, the new bishoprics 
and the foreign soldiery, the NetLtr- 
land ers appealed to their ancient con- 
> Fontus Fai on AUt 





etittttions. These charters were called 
"handvests” in the Temocular Butch 
and ^emish, because the soYereign 
waAa them fast with his hand As 
already stated, Philip had made them 
faster than any of the princes of his 
house had ever done, so far as oath and 
signature could accomplish that pur- 
pose, both as hereditary prince in 1549, 
and as monarch m 1555. The reasons 
for the extensive and unconditional 
manner in which ha swore to support 
the provincial charters, have been 
already indicated. 

Of these constitutions, that of Bra- 
bant, known by the title of the joyeuae 
entree blyde inlomat, or blythe entrance, 
furnished the most decisive bariicr 
against the present wholesale tyranny. 
First and foremost, the “joyous entiy ” 
provided, “that the prince of the land 
should not elevate the clerical state 
higher than of old has been customary 
and by former princes settled; unless 
by consent of the other two estates, 
the nobility and the cities.”^ 

Again; "tlio prince can prosecute 
no one of his subjects, nor any foreign 
resident, civilly or criminally, except 
in the ordinary and open courts of 
justice in the province, where the 
* accused may answer and defend him- 
self with the help of advocates 
Further; "the prince shall appoint 
no foreigners to office in Bi about 
Lastly; "should the prince, by force 
or otherwise, violate any of Jheao 
privileges, the inhabitants of Brabant^ 
after regular protest entered, ore dis- 
charged of their oaths of allegiance, 
and, as free, independent, and unbound 
people, may conduct theniselves ex- 
actly as seems to them best ”■* 

Such were the leading features, so 
for as they regarded the points now at 
issue, of that famous constitution 
which was so highly esteemed in the 
Netherlands, that mothers came to 
the province in order to give birth to 
th^T children, who might thus enjoy, 
as a birthright, the privileges of Bra- 


bant. Tot the charters of the other j 
provinces ought to have been as eSec- 
tive against arbitrary course of the 
government.* “No foreigner,” said 
the constitution of Holland, “is eli- I 
gible as councillor, fin^cier, magis- 
trate, or member of a court. Justice I 
can be administered only by the ordi- 
nary tribunals and magistrates. The 
ancient laws and customs shall remain 
inviolable,. Should the prince infi iiige 
any of these provisions,, no one lo 
bound to obey him.”* 

These provisions, from the Brabant 
and Holland charters, are only cited ae 
illustrative of the general spiiit of the 
provincial constitutions. N early all the 
provinces possessed privileges equally 
ample, duly signed and sealed. So f.\r 
as ink and scalmg-wax could defend ,i 
land against sword and fire, the Nether- 
lands were impregnable against the 
edicts and the icncwed Episcopal In- 
quisition. Unfortunately, all history 
shews how feeble are bamei-a of paper 
or lambskin, oven when hallowed with 
a monarch’s oath, against the ton ent of 
regal and ecclesiastical absolutixin 
It was on the reception in the ^oviua i 
of the new and confirmatory Bull oiiii- 
ceming the bishoprics, issued in J.i’i- 
uaiy 1560, that the measure bec.iuie 
known, and the dissatisfaction mani- 
fest, The discontent was incvil.ible 
and uniTcnal. The ecclesiastic.al esta- 
bhshment, which was not to be en- 
larged or elevated but by consent of 
the estates, was suddenly expanded 
into thiee archiepiscopates and fifteen 
bishoprics, 

Tho administration of justice, which 
was only allowed in free and ioc.il 
courts, distinct for each province, w .h 
to be placed, so far as regarded the 
most important of human interests, in 
the hands of bishojis and their crea- 
tures, many of them foreigners, aiul 
most of them monks. The lives and 
property of the whole population w eio 
to be at the mercy of these utterly ii- 
responsible conclaves. All classes wero 
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ontiaged. TUa notlea ware offended 
because ecdesiasUcs, perliaps foreign 
ecclesiastics, were to be empowered to 
sit in the prorincial estates and to con- 
trol their proceedings, in place of easy, 
indolent, igrjirant abbots and friars, 
who had generally accepted the in- 
fluence of the great seigniors.’^ The 
priests were enraged because the re- 
hgioua houses weie thus taken out of 
tiieir control andconflscatci^to a bench 
of bishops, usuipmg the pUees of those 
superiors who had formerly l«con 
elected by and among theniseh cs. The 
people were alamied because the mo- 
nasteries, although not respected nor 
popular, were .at lc-.'isi; charitable ■* and 
witbodt ambition to exercise ecdesiaa- 
tieal ciaielty ; while, on the other kind, 
by the new Kpiscojial ariangements, a 
foice of tliiity new inipuaiiois was 
added to the appai.itus for enfonmg 
oithodoxy already csLabhdhcd. The 
odium of the measiue was placed njain 
the head of that churchman, already 
appointed Archbishop of Jlechhn, and 
soon to be known as C.aulinal Gran- 
velle. From tlua tune foith, this pie- 
late began to be regaided with a diuly 
increasing aveision. Ha was looked 
upon as the incniu.ition of all the odi- 
ous measures which hail been devised ; 
03 the Bomoe of tliat policy of iibso- 
lutism which revo.rled itself moic and 
more lapidly after the Kl^ig's doixa- 
ture from the coirntry. It u as forthis 
reason that so much stress nils laid 
by popular cJ-amoiir upon the clause 
prohibitingforoignersfromoflioe. Giou- 
velle was a I3ui gundi.aii , his f.ithei h.id 
passed most of Ins active life in Bpsiin, 
while both he and his more distin- 
guished son woie identified in the 
general mind with Spmish politics 
To this prelate, then, swere ason'icd 
tho edicts, the now bi-ihoprics, and 
the continued piesence of the foreign 
troops. The people woie right as ic- 

1 Papicrs d'Etat, v SOO 

* lloofiL 1 . 20, 30. per, i 19. lletcrcn, i 
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quo je fusscaut^r do coitc iiouvollito 

Qt par so lettre sa M mo dit quo I'ou mo 
fiusoit grand tort, conlcssant quo en ccato 
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d'aidtant quo los aultres ct ttois evesquos 


gaialed the first iiceu5,ition. They wens 
nustiken as to the otlier okiigoiC 
The King had not consulted Jbn> 
thony Perrenot with reijind t5 the 
cre.atioii of the new bishoprics. Tlis 
measure which h.ad boon successivcli.* 
contemplated by Philip " the Givid.'’ 
by Chailcs the Bold, ,ind by the Hiu- 
peror Chailcs, had now been canid out 
by Phihp the Second, without the 
knowledge of the new Archbishop of 
iilcchlm. The King had for onca been 
able to deceive the astutenres of tbs 
pi elate, and had courealed from Mm 
the intended arrangement, nntil tho 
atiivol of Sonnius with Hie Bulls. 
Gtaiivcno gave the reasons for tMa 
mj sterr with much riinpUcity. “ His 
lU.ije«tyfcnew,” hesaid, “ that Ishoidil 
op)rose it, as it was more honouniblo 
aud lucrative to be one of fonr tliaa ono 
of cigldccn.”'* In f.\ct, according to 
his own sc.itenient, he iost money hy 
K'conung AivUbishop of Mechlin, and 
ceasing to be Bishop of Arius.'* Pot 
these reasons he declined, mors than 
once, the proffered digmty, and at last 
only accepted it from fear of giving 
offenco to the King, and after haring 
secured cninpcnsation for his alleged 
lossca luthe same letter (of i!9th May 
ISliO) iu which ho thnnk^ Philip for s 
coiifcnuig upon him the rich abbey of 
S,imt Armand, which ho hadsolieiterl, 
in addition to tlia “incrced" in ready 
money conconiing the siife investment 
of which ho had aheady sent direction^ 
he okjseiTcd th,it he was now willing 
to accept the ai chbishopric of Mechlin | 
notwithblaiidiug the odium nttached 
to tho measure, nolwitliataTiding his 
feeble poweis, and notwithstanding 
that, during the life of the Bishop of 
Touinay, who was then iiirmfe health , 
he could only receive three thousand 
ducats of tho revenue, giving up Anns 
and gaming nothing in Mechlin ; not- 
witbstandmg all this, and a thousand 

qua uouB cstious loiact moy lo-coutredp. 
sious. cuninic 11 catuibvijjaLalblablo, pour 
qua >1 cst ,Uus boiLomble cstn un do quatrS 
qucuug do div-scpt" — Memoir of Qranvullo 
lu Giecn v. Frjusk Archives, atn, 1. 7A 
See also Arcbima ate., vni. 64. ^ 

a " Et quant au proufiit Jo feroy ap- 

paroir qu’an rovenu qite Jo y oy roceu portc 
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other things hesides, he assured his 
Idajesty that "since the royal desire 
was w strong that he should accept, he 
would consider nothing so difSjCult that 
he would not at least attempt it.”^ 
Having made up his mind to take the 
see and support the new arrangements, 
he was resolved that his profits should 
be as large as possible. We have seen 
how he had already been enabled 
to indemnify himself. We shall find 
him soon afterwards impoituuing the 
King for the Abbey of Afliighem, the 
enormous revenue of 'nhich the pre- 
late thought would make another hand- 
some addition to the rewards of his 
sacrifices At the same time, he was 
most anxious that the people, and par- 
ticularly the great nobles, should not 
ascribe the new establishment to him, 
as they persisted in doing. “ They 
say that the episcopates were devised 
to mrify my ambition,” he wrote to 
Phmp two years later ; “ whereas your 
Majesty knows how steadily I refused 
the see of Mechlin, and that I only 
accepted it in order not live in idle- 
ness, doing nothing for God and your 
Majesty.”* He therefore instructed 
Philip, on several occasions, to make it 
known to the government of the Re- 
4 gent, to the seigniors, and to the coun- 
try generally, that the measurehad been 
arranged without his knowledge , that 
the Marquis Berghen had known of it 
first, and that the prelate had, in truth, 
been kept in the daik on the sujiject 
until the arrival of Sonuius with the 
Bulls. The King, always docile to his 
minister, accordingly wrote to the Du- 
chess the statements required, in al- 
most the exact phraseology suggested ; 
taking pains to repeat the declai.itions 
on several occasions, both by letter and 
by word of mouth, to many influential 
persons. * 

The people, however, persisted in 
identifying the Bishop with the 
scheme. They saw that he was the 
head of the new institutions ; that he 
was to receive the lion’s share of the 
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confiscated abbeys, and that ha was 
foremost in defending and canying , 
through the measure, in spite of all 
opposition. That opposition waxed 
daily more bitter, till the Cardinal, 
notwithstanding that hw-eharacterised 
the arrangement to the King os “a 
holy work,”'* and warmly assured 
Secretary Perez that ha would con- 
tribute his fortune, bis blood, and his 
life to its success,* was yet obliged to 
exclaim in the bitterness of his spiiit, 

“ AVould to God that the erection of 
these new sees had never been thought 
of • Amen ' Amen 1” * 

Foremost in resistance was the 
prince of Orange. Although a C.v 
tholic, he had no relish for the hor- 
rible persecution which had been 
determined upon. The new bishopnci 
he charactciised afterwards as parts 
“ of one grand scheme for establish- 
ing the cruel Inquisition of Spain, 
the said bishops to serve as inquisi- 
tors, burncis of bodies, and tyrants 
of conscience : two prebendaries in 
each see being actu^ly constituted 
inquisitors.” * For this reason he 
omitted no remonstrance on the sub- 
ject to the Duchess, to Granvelle, and 
by direct letters to the King. Ilii 
eltorts were seconded by Kgmoiit, 
Berghen, and other influential nobles 
Even Berlsymont was at first dis- 
posed to siile with the opposition, but 
upon the argument used by tlie 
Duchess, that the bishoprics and 
prebends would furnish excellent 
I places for his sons and other mem- 
bers of the aristopi-acy, he began 
' warmly to support the measuie ‘ 

I Most of the labour, however, and all 
I the odium of the business fell upon 
I the Bishop’s shoulders. There w as 
still a large fund of loyalty left in the 
popular mind, which, not even forty 
years of the Emperor’s dominion had 
consumed, and which Philiji was des- 
tmed to draw upon as prodigally as if 
the treasure had been inei^austiblo. 
For these reasons it still seemed most 


>lbii 


s y -1, 

de PhlHppo II , 1. 20T. 
tI,® Bftacta obra.”— Ptipiora d'JUtat^ 

• CoatspoudMieo dePhiUppoII., L 189 . 


• Faincrs d’Etat, vi. 341, ** — Plugi^ia 

\ Dios qua jamas se buvicra pensado en osti 
orcctiou dcstos yglesios. A m gn I Amen 1 ** 

f Apolp^ie, 92, 93. 

* Papiers d’Etat* vi. 888. 



lObU.J 1 'I*opuldr"2tc^aTfmm'mt“Jst&mi^ - 


deooroiis to load all the hatred upon 
. the minister’s hack, and to retam the 
*honsolatory formula that Philip was 
a prince, "clement, henign, a^ de- 
bonair.” 

The Bishon true to his habitual 
conviction, that words, with the 
people, are much more important 
than iJiings, was disposed to hare the 
word "inquisitor" token out of the 
text of the new decree. Ha was 
anxious at this juncture *ta make 
things pleasant, and he saw no reason 
why men should be unnecessaiily 
staraed. If the Inquisition could 
practised, and the heretics burned, he 
was in favour of its being done com- 
fortably. The word " inquisitor” was 
unpopiUar, almost indecent. It was 
better to suppress the term and rcfcim 
the thing. “People aie afi.ud to 
speak of the new buJio])i ics,” he 
wrote to Perez, " on account of the 
clause providing that of nino canons 
one shall be inquisitor. Henec people 
fear the Spanish Inquisition.” r Ife, 
therefore, had written to the King to 
suggest mstead, th.it the canons or 
giaduates should be obliged to assist 
the bishop, according as ha might 
command. Those tenns would suihee, 
because, although not cxpiessly stated, 
it was clear that the Bishop was an 
ordinary inquisitor; but it nas neces- 
sary to ejcpunge uords Hliat gave 
offence? * 

It was diflioult, however, with all 
the Bishop's eloquence and dexterity, 
to construct an agreeable Inqiitsition. 
The people did not like it in any 
shape, and theie were indications, not 
to be mistaken, that one day theie 
would be a storm which it would lie 
beyond human power to assuage. At 
picsent the people direij^ed its indig- 
nation only upon a pait of the iiior 
ehineiy devised for their oppression. 
The Sjiaiush tioops wcic considered 
as a portion of the appaiatus by 
which the new bishopiics and the 
edicts were to be foiccd into execu- 
tion. Morqpver, men were weary of 

r Coirespondonce de Fhilippe IZ , L SOO. 
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the insolence end the pillage which 
those mercenaries had so long exer- 
cised in the land. When the King 
hod been first requested to witMraw 
them, we have seen that he had bmst 
mto a violent passion. He had after- 
ward dissembled. Piomising, at last,- 
that they shoidd all be sent from the 
country within throe or four months 
after his departure, he had determined 
to use every artifice to detain them in 
the provinces. He had succeeded, by 
venous subterfuges, in keepmg them 
there fourteen months; but it was at 
last evident that their presence would 
no longer be tolerated. Towards the 
close of 1560 they w-ei-e quai-tered in 
AYalcheren and BrilL The Zelanders, 
however, had become so exasperated 
by their piesence that they resolutely 
lefiised to lay a single hand upon the 
dykes, which, as usual at that season, 
requiicd gieat repau-s* Rather than 
see tlieir native soil profaned any 
lunger by these hated foreign mer- 
cenaiies, they would seo it sunk for 
ever in the ocean. They swore to 
peri.sh — men, women, and children to- 
gether — in the waves, rather than 
endure longer the outrages which the 
soldiery daUy iufiicted. Such was the 
temper of the Zelanders that it was 
not thought wise to trifle with their 
irritation. The Bishop felt that it was 
no longer practicable to detain the 
troops, and that all the pretext de- 
vised by Philip and his Qovernmeut 
had dcconie mefiectual. In a session 
of the State Couned, held on the 
2Sth October 1560,* he repiesented 
in the strongest terms to the Regent 
the necessity fur the final depaatura 
of the tioops. Viglius, who knew the 
chaiacter of his countrymen, strenu- 
ously seconded the yiroposal. Oraiige 
briefly but fiinily cxjiressed the same 
opmion, declming any longer to serve 
as commander of the legion, an office 
winch, m conpmoliou with Kgmont, 
ho had acoeiitod pi-ovisionally, with 
the best of motive!^ .ind on the pledge 
of Phdip ^at the soldiers should be 

a "l^ios aiinquc nt sc digs, d.'ua es quo 
cl ob'spo csmiiuisidoroidmaiio, smo quSeij 
luciicstcr quic.ir las palabr.ia quo ofcmlco,’ 
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withdiawn The Duchess urged that 
the order should at least ha defeiied 
until the amyal of Count Egmont, 
theAn Spam, hut the propos tion Tvas 
unammously negati\ed.^ 

Iietteis weie accordingly written, m 
the name of the Begent, to the King 
It was stated that &e measme could 
no longer ho delayed, that the pro 
Tmoes all agieed m this pomt, that so 
long as the foreigners remamod not a 
Stiaer should he paid into the trea 
SU17, that if they had once set sail, 
the neressary amount for their an ears 
would he fnmiahed to the govern 
ment , hut that if they should return 
it was prohahle that they Mould he 
resisted by the inhabitants u ith main 
force, and that they would only he 
idlowed to enter the cities tluough 1 
breach m their wall ^ It was urged, 
moreover, that three or four thousand 
Spaniards would not be sufficient to 
coerce all the provmcea, and that 
there was not money enough m the 
royal exchequer to pay the Mages of a 
single company of the troops •* ‘ It 

cuts me to the heart, uiote the 
Bishop to Fhibp, “ to see the Spanish 
infantry leave Us, hut go they must 
Would to God that we could devise 
, any pretext as youi Majesty deaues, 
under which to keep them heie * We 
have tned all means humanly possible 
for retammg them, hut I see no way 
to do it without piittmg the piovmces 
m manifest danger of sudden revolt * 
Fortunately for the dignity ol? the 
government, or for the repose of the 
country, a respectable motive was 
found for employmg the legion el e 
where The impoitaiit loss which 
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Spam had recently met with in thf 
captuie of Zeihy, made a reinfo cc 
menat necessaiy m the aimy engaged' 
m the Southern serviee Thus the 
disastei m Borhaiy at last relieved tbe 
Netherlands of the p^t which had 
afflicted them so long* For a biicf 
hreathmg space the counti j was deai id 
of foreign mercenaiies 

The growing unpopularity of tua 
royal government, still typihed, hon 
e\er, in the mcreasmg ha tied enter 
tamed for the Bishop, m as uot m itc 
rially diminished by the dcpaituie of 
too Spaniards The edicts and the 
bishopiics were still there, e\eu it tbe 
soldicis weiB gone The churchman 
avorked faithfully to accompli h 1 n 
master shusmess Pluhp, on hia =idc 
Mas mdusbious to brmg about tb 
consummation of his measures I act 
occupied aaith details, the monaicb 
from his palace in Spain, sent fiequent 
informations against too hiimhlesl in 
diaidu Is m the Ketheilands It n 
cmious to observe the mmute retie i 
lations of tyianny Mhioh he had he^ in 
all eady to spin about a Mhole p<. jk 
while cold, aenomous, md patient be 
watched his victims iiom the centio 
of hisaaeb He forwaided particiilii 
details to the DuchesS and Cardin il 
concemmg a vanety of men an 1 
women, sendmg their names, ages 
personal appearance, occupations an I 
residence, together avitb directions for 
their immediate immolation* Daen 
the uquisitois of SeyiUe aa ere set to 
Mork to mcrease, by me ms of their 
blanches or agencies m the proamcc 
the loyal infoimation on this all 
important subject "There are hut 
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I 8ee a proccs verb^U of tins SeSdiou in 
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“Oonien con su Alt sobro cl negocio de 
la qoedada oqui de los EspaAoles 7 se h'ln 
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aibiles mas enfin no veo fonns^ny cammo 
qn^ sm poner estos ostodos on mm 
neugio de subita tGbu<*lta, se puede d fciir 
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doceict rvlionem baereticos mteicqi iib 
eonua tinquaL^ To^ti^fia et cubil a ij at. 
monstrarot ctiam tndicc {quos habco reout 
htttrxt ine^tuoi) to. (folipmtia coii/tfcCo«, lii 
ciyusque couditione ixeinw ^ait ^iaiwr 
aa vnpium explieatu * Tlie Jesuit cn 1 
hardly find woxda sUong enough to e\pic s 
hiB odmintion for the dihguice thus ois 
played by the King , ut nui o \ rolecto «>it 
lie continues * pnncipem m tarn mult is 
diHractum diversumque Beg^aOrum cui'is, 
hmorei gucui per olium toeosse inquuen 
diaque nommwui plervmq otoeune, toUt 
citiMtHe etiam in prito^o me oidmiraTula 
cogitano-aem mmunique fiesjsse Coin* 
pareHoofdyi 88. 
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fair of us left in the world,” he mo- 
ralised in aletter to the Bishop, who care 
M for religion. ’Tie necessary, therefore, 
for us to tnhe the greater heed for 
Christianity. We must lose our all, 
if need be, in order to do our duty ; 
for in dne,” added he, with his usual 
tautology, “it is right that a man 
should do his duty.” ^ 

Qranvelle — as he must.now he called, 
for his elevation to the cardinalslup 
will he immediately aUudeoHo — wrote 
to assm-e the King that every pains 
would he taken to feriet out and exe- 
cute the individuals complained o£^ 
He bewailed, however, the want of 
heartiness on the part of the Nether- 
land inqmsitoi'B and judges. “ I find,” 
said he, “that all jtuhcvl oificeis go 
into the matter of execiituig the edicts 
with reluctance, which I believe is 
caused by their fear of displc.ising the 
populace. llTien they do act they do 
It but languidly, and when these 
matters are not taken in hand with 
the necessary liveliness, the fruit 
desired is not gathered. We do not 
foil to exhoit and to command them 
to do their woik’ He added that 
Vighua and Borlaymont displaj'ed 
laudable zeal, hut that he could not 
say as much for the Council of 
Biabant. Those councdlorsweie “for 
ever prating,” said he, “ of the consti- 
tutional rights of their p Ai ince, and 
deserved much less commendation.” 4 
The populaiity of the churchman, 
not increased by these desperate ex- 
ertions to force an uihuman policy 
upon an unfortunate nation, received 
hkewiso no addition from his new 
elevation in rank. During the latter 
part of the year 1560, Margaiet of 
Parma, who still entertained a pro- 
found admiration of thp pielate, and 
had not yet begun to chafe under his 
smooth but imperious dominion, had 
been busy in preparmg for him a de- 

1 y quail pocos ay ya on ol muiido 

quo curen della religion y asai los paces 
quo quedamos os mcnester qtie tcng.unos 
nios ciiydadade la Cbiiatiaudad y si fuere 
meuester lo perdamos todo per hazor on 
esto lo que devemos ; peio en fin os blen 
quo hombro li.iga lo quo devo." — Papiors 
d'Etat, ri 140. , 

s Papins d'Etat, id. SOS-ZIO < Ibid. 


lightful surprise. Without either his 
knowledge or that of the King, she 
had ooiTesponded with the Pope, and 
succeeded in obtaining, as a pelkonal 
favour to herself, the Cardinal’s hat * 
for Anthony Pen'enot.* In February 
1561, Caidmal Boiromeo wrote to 
announce that the coveted dignity 
Lad been bestowed.® The Duchess 
hastened, with joyous alacrity, to 
communicate the intelligence to the 
Bishop, but was extremely hurt to 
find that he steadily refused to assume ' 
his new dignity, until he had written 
to the Ifiiig to announce the appomt- 
ment, and to ask his permission to 
accept the honour.' The Duchess, 
justly wounded at his refusal to ac- 
cept from her hands the favour which 
she, and she only, had obtained for 
him, endeavoured in vam to overcome 
his pertinacity. She lepresentod that 
although Philip was not aware of the 
apphcation or the aiipomtment, he 
was certain to regard it as an agree- 
able surprise.* She urged, moreover, 
that his temporary refusal would ha 
misconstrued at Borne, where it would 
certainly excite ridicule, and very pos- 
sibly give oiTonce in the highest quar- 
ter’ The Bishop was inexorable. He 
feared, says his panegyrist, that he ^ 
might one day be on worse terms than 
at present with the Duchess, and that 
then she might reproach him with her 
foimei benefits.'® He feared also that 
the King might, in consequence of the 
stop, ’not look with satisfaction upon 
him at some future period, ivheu he 
might stand m used of his favours 
lie wrote, accoidingly, a most charac- 
teristic letter to Phihp, in which ha 
iufoimed him that he had been ho- 
noured with the Cardinal’s hat. He 
observed that many persons were al- 
roody congratulating him, but that 
before he made any demonstration of 
accepting or refusmg, he waited fox 

’ “Con alegar h cada posso su Joyeusa 
cntiee " — Ibid. 
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til'll Hajesb/a orders; upon hia wiU 
he wished ever to depend He also 
had the coolness, under the circum- 
atanAs, to express his conviction that 
"it wu his Majesty uho had secretly 
procured this favour from his Uoh- 
mwa”! 

The King received the information 
very giaoionaly, observing in reply, 
that although he had never made any 
Huggestion of the kind, he had " often 
thought upon the subject.'*’ The 
royal command was of couise at once 
transmitted, that the dignity should be 
acemted. By special favour, moreover, 
the Pope dispensed the new Caidinal 
from ^e duty of going to Home in 
person, and despatched hia chamber- 
lain, Theophilus Friso, to Biussels, 
with the red hat and tabbaid.’ 

The prelate having thus leachedthe 
dignity to which he had long aspiied, 
did not grow moie humble m his de- 
partment, or less zealous in the wotk 
through which he had already gained 
so much wealth and preferment His 
conduct wun regard to the edicts and 
bishoprics had already brought him 
into relations which were far from 
amicable with his colleagues in the 
council, hlore and more he began to 
take the control of aifairs into his own 
'hand. The consulta or secret com- 
mittee of the state council, constituted 
the real government of the country. 
Here the most important affairs were 
decided upon without the concurrence 
of the other seigmors. Orange, Egihont, 
and Glayon, who, at the same time, 
were held responsible for the action of 
government. The Cardinal was smooth 
in manner, plausible of speech, gene- 
rally even-tempered, but he was over- 
bearing and blandly insolent. Accus- 
tomed to control royal personages, 
under the garb of extreme obsequious- 
ness, he began, m his intercourse with 
those of less exalted rank, to omit a 
portion of the subserviency while 
claiming a still more undisguised au- 
thority. To nobles hke E^ont and 
Orange, who looked down up6h the son 
of Nicolas Peixenot and Nicola Bon- 
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valot as a person immeasurably be- 
neath themselves in the social hier- 
archy, this conduct was sufficiently 
irritating. The Cardinal, placed as far 
above Philip, and even Margaret, in 
mental power as he was Beneath them 
in worlmy station, founa it compara- 
tively easy to deal with them amicably. 
With Budi a man as Egmont, it was 
impossible for the churchman to mam- 
tain friendly relations. The Count, 
who, notwithstanding his romantic 
appearance, his brilliant exploits, and 
his interesting destiny, was but a com- 
monplace character, soon conceived a 
mortal aversion to Oranvelle A rude 
soldier, entei-tainmg no respect fur 
science or letters, ignorant and over- 
bearmg, he was not the man to submit 
to the airs of superiority which piciced 
daily more and moi e decidedly througb 
the conventional exterior of the C'-iidi- 
nal. Gianvello, on the other hand, 
entertained a gentle contempt for Eg- 
mont, which manitosted itself m all 
his pi 1 vote letters to the King, and 
was sufficiently obvious m hia deport 
meut Thore had also been distinct 
causes of animosity between them, 
The governorship of Hesdin having 
become vacant, Egmont, backed by 
Oi-inge and other nobles, had demand- 
ed it for the Count de Boeiilx, a 
gentleman of the Croy family, vvno, as 
well as hiB Catber, had rendered m.iny 
important Services to the crown.'* The 
appomtment was, howevei, bestowed, 
through Granvelle’s inffuenco, upon 
the Seigneur d’Helfault,® a gentleman 
of mediocre station and chaiacter,who 
was thought to possess no clamis 
whatever to the office. Egmont, more- 
over, desiied the abbey of TruUe for a 
poor relation of his own ; but the Car- 
dmal, to who^ nothing in this way 
ever came amiss, had oheady obtained 
the Kmg’s permission to appropriate 
the abbey to himself.'’ Egmont was 
now furious against the prelate, and 
onutted no opportumty of expressing 
his aversion, both in his presence and 
behind his back. On one pocosion, at 
least, his wrath exploded in. something 

s Dom I'Evesque. 

• Funtys Payen MS. • Ibid. 

• Doin rEyiisqaa Memolies, t 261 . 



iool.j ' ‘ w-Mvmtiismtxmtnbwi,'‘Uiwgis:- 


laore than words. Exasperated by 
Oianydle’s polidied maolenco in reply 
.Mo his own violent language, he drew 
his dagger upon him in tht presence of 
the Eegent herself, " and,’’ says a con- 
temporary, “ would certainly have sent 
the Cardinal into the next world had 
he not been forcibly restrained by the 
Prince of Orange and other persons 
present, who warmly represented to 
him that such griefs were to be settled 
by deUberate advice, not by*chaler.”^ 
At the same time, while scenes hke 
these were occurring in the very bosom 
of the state council, Granvelle, in hia 
confidential letters to sccietary Perez, 
asserted irarmly that all reports of a 
want of harmony between himself and 
the other seigniors and counciUora 
were false, and that tlie best lelations 
existed among them all. ft was not 
hia mtention, before it should be neces- 
sary, to let the King doubt hia ability 
to govern the council according to the 
secret commission with which ha had 
been invested. 

His relations with Orange were 
longer in changing from fiieiidship to 
open hostility. In the Piince the 
Cardinal met his match. He found 
himself confronted by an intellect as 
subtle, an experience ae fertile in ex- 
pedients, a temper as even, and a dis- 
psmtion sometimes as haughty as his 
own. He never affected to utdervalue 
the mind of Orange. “ ’Tis h man of 
profound genius, vast ambition — 
dangerouB, acute, politic," be wrote to 
the King at a very e,aily period The 
original relations between himself and 
the Prince had been very amic.abie. 
It hardly needed the prelate’s great 
penetration to be aware that the fi lend- 
ship of so exalted a poisonoge as the 
youthful heir to the pijnciiiahty of 
Orange, and to the vast possessions of 
^ the Chalons-Hassau house in Bui gundy 
and the Hetheilands, would be advau- 
tageous to the ambitious son of the 

1 PontusPaven MS — Vender Ilaer alludes 
to, but discrete, a similar stoiy, according 
to which Egmi^t gave the Cnidmal, public- 
ly, a box ou thoear. "Utvulgi sormombus 
mu fuma valucrit, quee Carduialom ab Eg- 
,, loondooe aland nercuesum mentiretur.’’ — k 
180, 181. Do Inltiis Turn. Belg. • 
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Burgundian CounciUoT Oranvdlle. The 
young man was the favourite of the 
Emperor from boyhood ; his high rank 
and nia remarkable talents markec^m 
indisputably for one of the foremost 
mou of the coming reign. Therefore 
it was pohtic in Perrenot to seize eveiy 
opportunity of mating himself useful 
to the Prince. He busied himself with 
securing, so far as it might he neces- 
sary to secure, the succession of 
Wilham to his cousin’s piindpslity. 

It seems somewhat Indicrons for a 
merit to he made not only for Gran- 
velle but tor the Emperor, that the 
Pimce should have been allowed to 
taka an iiihcritauce which the will of . 
llend do Nassau moat unequivocally 
conferred, and which no livmg crea- i 
ture disputed.* Yet, because some of 
ihe crow n lawyers had propounded the 
dogma that “ the son of a heretic ought 
not CO succeed," it was gravely stated, 
as an immense act of clemency upon 
the part of Charles the Fifth, that he 
had not confiscated the whole of the 
young Prince’s heritage. In retain 
Granvelle’s brother Jerome had ob- 
tained the governorship of the youth, 
upon whoso majority he had received 
an honourable mihtory appointment 
from his attached pupil. The prelate \ 
had aftci wards recommended the 
marriage with the Count de Buren’s 
boil ess, and had used his infiuencs 
with the Emperor to overcome certain 
oiijections entertained by Charles^ that 
tho Pfiuce, by tins great accession of 
wealth, might be growing too power- 
ful ^ Ou tlie other hand, there were 
always many poor relations and de- 
pendants of Giauvelle, eager to be .. 
benefited by Oiange’s patronage, who 
hved in the Prince’s household, or re- 
ceived handsome appointments from 
hiB generosity.* Thus, there had been 
great intimacy, founded upon various 
benefits mutually conferred; for it 
could harelly be asserted that the debt 

* Pontile Pijcu MS. 
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of frienddiip iraa wholly upon one 
ode. 

'V^en Orange arrived in Brussels 
from a journey, he would go to the 
bishop’s before alighting at his own 
house.^ "When the churchman visited 
the Prince, he entered his bed-chamber 
without ceremony before he had risen; 
for it was Williiun’s custom, through 
life, to receive intimate acquaintances, 
and even to attend to important nego- 
tiations of state, while still in bed. 

The show of this intimacy had lasted 
longer than its substance. Granvelle 
was the most politic of men, and the 
Prince had not served his apprentice- 
ship at the court of Charles ^e Fifth 
to lay himself bare prematurely to the 
criticism or the animosity of the Car- 
dinal with the recklessness of Horn and 
Egmont. An explosion came at last, 
however, and very soon after an ex- 
ceedingly amicable correspondence be- 
tween the two upon the subject of an 
edict of religious amnesty which 
Orange was preparing for his princi- 
pality, and which Granvelle had re- 
commended him not to make too 
lenient* A few weeks after this, the 
Antwerp magistracy was to be renew- 
ed. The Pnnoe, as heroditaiy bur- 
grave of that city, was entitled to a 
large share of the appointing power in 
these pohtical arrangements, which at 
the moment were of great importance 
The citizens of Antwerp were in a 
state of excitement on the subj^ect of 
the new bishops. They openly, and 
in the event successfully, resisted the 
installation of the new prelate for 
whom their city had been constituted 
a diocese. The Prince was known to 
bo opposed to the measure, and to the 
whole system of ecclesiastical persecu- 
tion. BHien the nominations for the 
new magistracy came befoie the Be- 

r t, she disposed of the whole matter 
the secret consulta, without the 
knowledge, and in a manner opposed 
to the views, of Orange. He was then 
hjnushed'witha Jst of the.new magis- 
and was informed that he had 
Pgen selected as jornmissioner along 
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with Count Arembeig, to cse that the 
appointments were carried into effect 
The indignation of the Prince was ext 
treme. He had already taken offence 
at some insolent expressions upon this 
topic which the Cardinc^had permitted 
himself. He now sent back the com. 
mission to the Duchess, adding, it wee 
said, that he was not her lackey, and 
that she might send some one else w ith 
her errands. The words were repeated 
in the state council. There was o 
violent altercation — Orange vehement- 
ly resenting his appointment merely tn 
carry out decisions in which he claimed 
an original voice. His ancestors, he 
said, had often changed the whole oi 
the Antwerp magistracy by their own 
authority. It was a little too min’]] 
that this matter, as well as eveiy othci 
state affair, should be controlled by 
the secret committee of which tk 
Cardinal was the chief. Granvelle, or 
his side, was also in a rage. He flus; 
from the council-chamber, snmmoncc 
the Chancellor of Brabant, and de 
manded, amidbitterexecrations again-t 
Orange, what common and obscure 
gentleman there might be, whom ie 
could appoint to execute the commis- 
sion thus refused by the Pruice and hy 
Aremberg. He vowed that in all im- 
portant matters he would, on futiue 
occasions, make use of nobles less in- 
flated b^ pride, and more tractable 
than such grand seigniors. The Chan- 
cellor tried in vam to appease tlio 
churchman’s w.rath, representing that 
the city of -Antwerp would be highly 
oflended at the turn things were tilt- 
ing, and offering his services to induce 
the withdrawal, on the part of the 
Prince, of the language which had 
given so much offence. The Caidinal 
was inoxorohle and peremptory. “I 
will have nothing to do with the Prince, 
Master Chancellor,” said he, "and these •*' 
are matters which concern you not.” 
Thus the conversation ended, and thns 
began the open state of hostilities be- 
een the great nobles and the Cardi- 
nal, which had been brooding so long.^ 
On the 23d July 1561, a few weeks 
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ifber the Bcenee lately deEcribed, the 
Count of Egmont and the Prince of 
•“Grange addressed a joint letter to the 
King. They reminded him in this 
despatch that they had originally been 
reluctant to tpke oi&ce in the sidte- 
councily on account ol their previous 
experience of the manner in which 
hnsiness had been conducted during 
the administration of the Duke of 
Savoy. They had feared tlyit impor- 
tant matters of state might be trans- 
acted without their concurrence. 
The King had, however, assured them, 
when in Zcland, that aU affairs would 
be uniformly treated in full coundL 
If the contrary should ever prove the 
rase, he had desired them to give him 
information to that effect, that he 
might instantly apply the remedy 
They accordingly now gave him that 
information. They were consulted 
upon small matters : momentous affairs 
were decided upon in their absence. 
Still they would not even ;iow ha'^'e 
complained had not Cardinal Granvclle 
declared that all the members of the 
stato-council were to be held respon- 
sible for its measures, whether they 
were pteaenb ab ita demaionB or not. 
Kot liking such responsibility, they re- 
quested the King either to accept their 
resignation or to give orders that all 
ofiairs should be communicated to the 
whole board and deliberati^ upon by 
all the councillors.^ 

In a private letter, written some 
weeks later (August 15), Egmont 
begged secretary Erasso to assure the 
King that their joint letter had not 
been dictated by passion, but by zeal 
for his service. It was impossible, ho 
said, to imagine the insolence of the 
Cardinal, or to form an idea of the ab- 
solute authority which 1# arrogated.® 

In truth, Granvelle, with all his 
keenness, could not see that Orange, 
Egmont, Berghen, Montigny, and Uie 
rest, were no longer pages and young 
captains of caval^, while he was the 
politician and the Btatesman.® By 
BIX or seve» years the senior of Eg- 
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mont, and by sixteen years of Orange^ 
he did not divest himself of supers 
ciliousnesB of superior wisdom, not un- 
just nor BO irritating when tbej^had 
all been boys. In his deportment to- 
wards them, and in the whole tone of 
his private correspondence with BhUip, 
there was revealed, almost in spite of 
himself, an affectation of au^oriiy, 
against which Egmont rebdlad, and 
which tho Prince was not the man to 
acknowledge. Philip answered the 
letter of the two nobles in his usual 
procrastinating manner. The Count 
of Horn, who was about leaving Spain 
(whither he had accompanied the 
King) for the Netherlands, would be 
intrusted with the resolution which he 
should think proper to take upon the 
subject suggested In the meantime, 
he assured them that he did not doubt . 
their zeal in his service.* 

As to Count Horn, Granvelle had 
already prejudiced the King against 
him. Horn and the Cardmol had 
never been friend. A brother of the 
prelate had been an aspirant for the 
hand of the Admiral's sister, ^d had 
been somewhat contemptuously re- 
jected.® Hem, e bold, end 

not very good-tempered personage, had 
long kept no teims with Granvdle, ^ 
and did not pretend a friendship which 
he had never felt. Granvelle had just 
wutten to instruct the Kingtbat Horn 
was opposed bitterly to that measure 
w hich was nearest the King's heart— 
the new bishoprics. He had been using 
strong language, according to the Car- 
dinal, in opposition to the soheme, 
while still in Spain. He therefore ad- 
vised that his Majesty, concea^inp, of 
cou7'5e, iht source of the informatioD, 
and speaking, as it were, out of the 
royal mind itaelf, should expostulate 
with the Admiral upon the subject.® 
Thus prompted, Philip was in no gra- 
cious humour when he received Count 
Horn, then about to leave Kadiid for 
the Netherlands, and to take with him 
the King'p^TomiBed answer to the eem- 
muuicatiou of Oiange and Plgmont* 
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fiia Majesty liad rarely lieen known to 
exhibit so much anger towards any 
petE^ as he manitestra upon that occa 
Bion^ After a few words from the Ad- 
ndnd) m which he exprobsed hia sym- 
pathy with the other Metheiland no- 
bles, and his aversion to Granvelle, m 
general terms, and m reply to Phihp’s 
mterrogatoiies, the King fiercely m 
terrupted him " What • nuseiable 
man I” — he vociferated, “ you all com 
plain of this Cardinal, end always in 
vague language Not one of you, m 
spite of all my questions, can give me a 
sm^e reason foi your dissatisfaction 
With this the royal wrath boiled over 
in such uneqmvocal terms that the 
Admiral changed colour, and was so 
confused withmdignatiou and astonish 
meut that he was scarcely able to find 
bis way out of the room ^ 

This was the commencement of 
Gianvelle’s long mortal combat with 
Egmont, Horn, and Orange This w as 
the first answer which the seigmois 
were to receive to their remonstrances 
against the churchman's arrogance 
Fhihp was enraged that any oppoaition 
should be made to his coerciie mea 
Bures, particularly to the new bishop 
rics, the “holy woik" which the Car 
dm^ was ready to “ conseciate his for 
“ tune and hiB blood” to advance Gran 
velle fed his master's anger by con 
btant communications os to the efibris 
made by distmguished individuals to 
delay tihe execution of the scheme 
AssonaiUehad mformedhim, he vriote, 
that much compLunt had been made 
on the subject by several gentlemen, 
at a supper of Count Cgmont's It was 
said that the King ought to have con 
suited them all, and the state council 
loi s especially The pi cicnt nominees 
to the new episcopates weie good 
enough, hut it would be found, they 
said, that very improper personages 
would be afterwards appointed The 
estates ought not to permit the execu 


tion of the scheme. In short, conti 
nued Ghanvelle, “ there ta the tamekuid 
of talk which hi ought aiout (he tecallof^ 
the Spamali tioopa"^ A few months 
later, he wrote to inform Philip that 
a petition against the imw bishoprics 
avas about to be drawn up by “tlis 
two lords” They had two motivco, 
accordmg to the Cardmal, for this 
step fiist, to let the King know 
that he could do nothing without 
their penfiisbion ; secondly, because in 
the states assembly they were then 
the eocia of the walk * They did not 
choose, therefore, that m the clerical 
branch of the esfates anybody should 
be above the abbots, whom they could 
fiighten mto doing whateaer thev 
chose At the end of the j ear, Gi au 
aelle agam wrote to mstnict his soie 
leigu how to reply to the letter which 
uas about to be addressed to him by the 
Prmee of Orange and the Marquis Ber 
ghen on the subject of the bishopiics 
They would toll him, ho said, that the 
mcoiporation of the Brabant abbess 
into the new bishoprics was contraiy 
to the constitution of the “ joyful on 
tiance” Phihp was, however, to make 
answer that he had consulted the um 
verbifies, and those learned in the law s, 
and had satisfied himself that it was 
entirely constitutional He wob tliei c 
fore advised to send his command that 
tho Pimcetsiid Marquis should u^e all 
their mfiuence to promote the succe s 
of the measure " Thus fortified, tho 
Kmg was enabled not only to deal w il li 
the petition of the nobles, but also w itli 
the deputies from the estates of Bra 
bant, who arrived about this tune at 
Madrid To these envojs, who ibkel 
for tho ajipointment of royal commit 
sioneiB, with whom they might tioat 
on the subject of the bishopiics, tho 
abbeys, and tho “joyful entrance,' 
the Kmg answered pioudly, “that in 
matters which concerned the seiaice of 
God, he was his own commissioner.' ^ 


' “ Quoi malheurou V > Vous vous plubucz 
tous de c ot homm^ et n 7 a pe^ouuo quoy 
<iue je domaude qui mon baicUo dire la 
Fapiers d’Ltat, tui 44S 
*Papujwdljtat,yir- 443 »Ibid *71261 
- Coino Bon Iob gallos de los cstedoa — 
Faplors dXtnt, 307 

** No quomaii que on ol pnmer ljni90 


que C9 el do los prelados huvios'^o qnieii eti 
texidio^se 7 las os'isae contridecir, que In/oii 
de los tib^es fraylealo quo quioicn^ 110111 
endo los miodf — Papiors d l^at, vi 807 
* Papiors 6 litat, yi 4C3 4di 
^ \ o IcB n and^ responder qne por ser del 
servicio^do lo qucrift yo mosuio”** 
Papieis^ Ctat, ti 604. 
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He aftenrards, according];', recited to 
them, with great accuracy, the lesaon 
^ which he hiw privately received 
tiie ubiquitous CardinaL 

Philip was determined that no re- 
monetrance {A>m great nobles or irom 
private citizens should interfere with 
the thorough execution of the grand 
scheme on which he was resolved, and 
of which the new bishopries formed an 
important part. OpposiUo* irritated 
him more and more, till his hatred of 
the opponents became deadly ; but it, 
at the same time, confirmed Mm in his 
purpose. " ‘Tis no time to temponse,” 
he -wrote to Granvelle; "we must in- 
flict chastisement with full ligour and 
severity. These lascals can only be 
made to do right through fear, and not 
always even by that me.uis.” ^ 

At the same time, the lojal finances 
did not admit of any very active nie.i- 
sm-ss, at the moment, to enfoice obo- 
dience to a policy which was already so 
bitterly onposea A rough estimate, 
made m the ICing’e own handwriting, 
of the resources and obligations of his 
exchequer, a kind of balance sheet for 
the years 1560 and 1 66 1, drawn up much 
iu the same manner as that in which 
a simple individual would make a 
note of his income and expeuditui'o, 
gave but a dismal picture of his pecu- 
iiiaiy condition. It scived to shew 
how intelligent a financicr.is despot- 
ism, and how httle available aie the 
resonrcea of a mighty empire uhon re- 
garded merely as pn\ ate property, par- 
ticularly when tlio owner chances to 
have the vanity of attendmg to all de- 
tails himself. “ Twenty roillioiis of 
ducats,” began the memorandum,* 
" will be roquiied to disengage my i-e- 
venues. But of this,” added tlio lung, 
with whimsic.il pathos fsi on account- 
book, “ we will not speak at present, 
as thematter is so entii cly iinpossible.”^ 
He then proceeded to enter the vari- 
ous Items of expense which were to be 
met during the two years ; such as so 
many milhons d ue to the Fuggers (the 

1 " Ei^ss do la religion no so 9 ufro 

tampoTlzaT omo costigarlos contodo iigor j 
serenidad, quo estos vollocos omo oa por 
mlcdo no hamn cosa buena y aan cl, no 
fcodaovosea.” — Fapiers d'Etat. ri 40 f. 

t Tho dooumout is in thoPapiera d Etntdn : 


Exdieguer, ^ > 149 

Bothschilds of the sixteenth centuiy), 

BO many to merchants in flanders, Se- 
ville, and other places, so mm^ for 
Prince Borin’s galleys, so much for 
three years’ pay due to Ms guards, so 
much for his household expenditure, 
so much for the tuition of Don Carlos 
and Don Juan d’ Austria, so much for 
salaries of ambassadors and councillora 
— ^mixing personal and state expense^ 
petty items and great loans, in one sin- 
gular jumble, but arriving at a total de- 
mand upon his purse of ten million nine 
hundred and ninety thousand ducats. 

To meet this expenditure he pain- 
fully enumerated the funds upon which 
he could reckon for the two years. 
Ilia ordinary rents and taxes being all 
deeply pledged, he could only calcit 
late fiom tliat source upon two hundred 
ihous.and ducats. The Indian revenue, 
so called, was ncaily spent; still it 
might yield him four hundred and 
tw snty thousand ducats. The quick- 
eilrei mines would produce something 
but so little as har^y to require men- 
tioiung. As to the other mines, they 
were equally unworthy of notice, being 
BO very uncertam, and not doing as 
well as they were wont. The hceuces 
accorded by the crown to carry elaves 
to America were put down at fifty » 
thoiiB.ind ducats for the two years. 
'The product of the “crozada” and 
"cuarta," or money paid to him in 
small sums by individuals, with the 
|ieiuye..iuu at his Holiness, for the 
libeity of abstaimng from the Church 
fasts, was estimated at five hundred 
thousand ducats. These and a few 
more meagre items only sufficed to 
stretch his income to a total of one 
uullion three hundred and thirty thou- 
sand for the two years, agamst an ex- 
penditme calculated at near eleven 
nuUious. " Thus, theie are nine mil* - 
lions, lees three thousand ducats, de- 
ficient," he concluded, ruefully (and 
maHag a mistake in KwjtgiiresinMs oum 
faiow of SIX hundred and axly-thret 
thousand 'jeeidea), "which I may look 

Granicllo (m 160-16t), and is entitled, 

** Memorial do las Fiiiiangas do Espaila on i 
los ai'ioe 1£G0 et 1501 " * 

> •• Pmo deeto non se tracts agon 

como do cosa tam unpoeeihile.''— rnpigl 
d’Etat, vi. loWSS, 
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for in the Ay, or try to rase by inven- 
boDB already ezbaoBted.” ^ 

T|||ua, the who owned all Ame- 
rica and half of Europe could only 
raise a million ducats a year fiom his 
estates The possessor of all Peru and 
Mexico could reckon on “ nothing 
worth mentaonmg” fiom his mines, 
and derived a precarious mcome mainly 
from permissions granted his subjects 
to cany on the dave trade, and to eat 
meat on Pndays This was certamly 
a gloomy condition of affurs for a mo 
naioh on the threshold of a war which 
was to outlast his own life and that of 
bis children , a war m which the mere 
army expenses weie to bo half a mil 
bon florins monthly, in which about 
seventy per cent of the annual dis 
bursements was to be regularly em 
bezzled or appropriated by the hands 
through which it passed, and in which 
for every four men on paper, emoUed 
and paid for, only one, accoiding to 
the average, was brought into the field 
Qianvelle, on the othci hand, give 
ais master but httle consol itiou from 
the aspect of financial afi ui s in the pro 
vmces He assured him that ’ the 
government was often in such embar 
rassment as not to know where to look 
for ten ducats”^ He complained 
bitterly that the states would meddle 
with the admimstiation of mon^ 
matters, and weie alow in tlie granting 
of subsidies The Caidmal felt espe 
dally outraged by the inteifereice of 
these bodies with the disbuisemeut of 
the sums which they voted It has 
been seen that the states had already 
compelled the government to withdraw 
the troops, much to the regret of 
Gimvelle They contmued, however. 


I * Que BO hva de huscar del av ro y do m 
rencionca quo cstau yv tan buBcodos como 
silt* — ^Fipiers dEtat vi 150-105 

* Bimon Btyl Da OpLomst eu BIooi der 
rereeiugdo Nederlanden (Amst , 1778) p 
110 — Comparo Beidsm Bolgarum AzmaloE 
(Lugd Bat 1633), kb u 

* Tapieis d Etat vi IBO 

* " — ■ Y OS tvmbicn muy mm cosa la 
autbondad que ban tornado y la osvda de 
dezii lo quo se lea antoiv y do piopouer cou 
oiciougs taa desafor Qfis ^ < 1 U 6 so los 

w 'niendo quanto bo puedoi * etc etc — 
Rmimd£tat,vi 178-180 

® altra stiiordinana loqual 
ponoche % poco lionoro\ole }ia pero tcnuti 


to he mtractahle on the subject of sup - 
phes “ These are very vile things," he 
wrote to Philip, “ this authority which^ 
they assume, this audacity with which 
they say whatever they iimk proper, 
and these impudent coliditions which 
they afiSx to every proposition for sub 
sidles " * The Cardmal protested that 
he had in vam attempted to convince 
them of their error, but that they le 
mamed porverse 

It was probably at this time that 
the plan for debasing the com, sug 
gested to Philip some time before hy 
a skilful chemist named Mvlcn, and 
always much approved of both by lum 
self and Buy Gomez, recurred to hu 
mmd “Another andanextiaoidinary 
source of revenue, although perhaps 
not a very honouiahle one, vvrote 
Suriano, “ has hitherto been kept 
secret, and on account of difleiencea 
of opinion between the King and hia 
confessor, has been discontmucd 
This Bouroe of le venue, it seemed, was 
found m “ a ceitam powder, of which 
on» ounce mixed with six ounces I 
quicksilver would make aix ounces of 
silver” The composition was said to 
stand the test of the hammer, hut not 
of the fire Partly m consequence ot 
theological scruples and partly on ac 
count of opposition from the states a 
project flamed by the King to pay 
his aimyipith this kmd of silver woo 
reluctantly abandoned The mv ention, 
however, was so very agieeable to the 
Kmg, and the mventor had received 
such liberal rewards, that it was sup 
pobed, according to tie envoy, that in 
time of scarcity his Majesty would 
make use of such com without rcluc 
tanoc® 

aecreco — quest e uoa mdustna die fu i niici 
Plata gis due uhii et pm con titolo di zccea 
Don conoBciuta d'dcuni di quoata citU mv 
non fu contiuuata cssendo occorsi certi dia 

f iaren fra lui (Flnl° 2 °) ot il con essoie per 
0 mom del quale posso tutto quests 1 1 itlica 
Bi tiovi poi per un ledesco Melmes el e le 
mease in opera et con tm oncia di eeita au i 
mlvero ot rei dargonto vivo fa aoi oncio 
a argento cbe sta al toeco et all martello m i 
non lU tuoco et fa quoldio opfiiiono di valci 
sene di quolla sorto d'aigenco m pagoi 1 cs 
eercito ma U etati non hanno voluto con 
aentire porohe con quest occesione tutto il 
buono dro si sana portato in altai paesi — • 
ma quest mventiono o malto gt ata alSeott 
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It is necesBuy before ooncluding 
^this chapter, which relatea the events 
the years 1560 and ISpl, to allude 
to an important affair wHch occu- 
pied much station diwing the whole 
of this perioa This is the celebrat- 
ed marriage of the Prince of Orange 
with the Princess Anna of Saxony. 
By many superffcial writers, a moving 
cause of the great Ketherland revolt 
was found in the connexiiyi of the 
great chieftain with this distinguished 
Lutheran house. One must have 
studied the characters and the times 
to very little purpose, how ever, to be- 
hove it possible that much induence 
could bo exerted on the mind of Wil- 
liam of Orange by such natures as 
those of Anna of Saxony, or of her 
uncle the Elector Augustus, sum.amed 
“ the Pious." 

The Prince had become a widower 
, in 1558, at the ago of twenty-five 
' GranveUe, who was said to have been 

- inilaential in arranging his first mai^ 
riage, now proposed to him, after the 

[ year of mourning had expired, an 
i alliance with Hodemoiselle Ecntie,^ 

[, daughter of the Ouabcss do Lorraine, 
and granddaughter of Chiistiem the 
Thiid of Oeiiinaik, and his wife Isa- 

- bella, sister of the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth. Such a connexion, not only 
with the royal house of Sp.'iiu, but 
with that of France — for^he young 
Duke of Lorraine, brother of the lady, 
had esiioused the daughter of Hemy 
the Second — was considered higlily 
desirable by the Piinee Philip and 
the Duchess Margaret of Pai-nia both 
approved, or protended to approve, the 
match. At the same time the Dowager 
Duchess of Loiraine, mother of the 
intended bride, was a candidate, and 
a very urgent one, for the Begency of 
the Netherlands. Being a woman of 
restless ambiti on and intriguing cha- 

Jluv ffomis, viene presontato larg.micuto 
quollo ch' r ha nttrovato, bi puo ci cdcic ch* 
in tempo di qualcho sticttcz.!, aua M so no 
vaicna sonzn nspotto.” — Sunjuo K8. 

1 Fontus Fayon US. 

s “ Qlfe V. Ultm'oustcscnpt parses 

iettres, le desu quo ioelle avoifc toujonrs ou 

do sa grandeur efc quo, dcsirant Ldhor 

plus prts do son song, icollo avoit mstanuc, 
tollo qu’d sfavoit, pour procurer sow mtiriago 
Bvec la fillo slnte do Uadamo do Lorinme, 


~Marrvage.~ ' rcrf** 

racter, she naturally saw in a man of 
William’s station and talents a most 
desirable ally in her present and fidure 

schemes. On the other hand, Philip 

who had made open protestation of 
his desire to connect the Prince thus 
closely with his own blood,’ and had 
warmly recommended the match to 
the yoimg lady’s mother — soon atter- 
waii), while walking one day with the 
Prince in the park at Brussels,’ an- 
nounced to him that the Ducliess of 
Lorraine had declined his proposals’ 
Such a result astonished the Prince, 
who was on the best terms with the 
mother, and had been urging her ap- 
pointment to tlie Regency with all Ins 
influence, having entirely withdrawn 
his own claims to that office. No 
sati'f.ictoiy explanation was ever given 
of ihib singular conclusion to a court- 
ship, begun with the appai-ent consent 
of all jui tics. It was hinted th.it the 
young lady did not fancy the Pnuee-’ 
but, as it was not know ii that a word 
had ever been exchanged between 
them, as the Prince, in appearance 
and reputation, was one of the most 
brilliant cavolieis of the nge, and as 
the approval of the bride was not 
usually a matter of primary conse- 
quence in such marriages of state, the t 
mystery seemed to require a further 
Bolutiuii. The Piiuce suspected Gian- 
vello and the King, who were believed 
to have held matuie and secict delibe- 
ratirjp together, of insmceiity. The 
Bishop w.is B.ud to have expressed the 
opinion, th.it although the filendship 
he bole the Prince would induce him 
to ui'ge the mariiago, yet Ins duty to 
his master made him think it ques- 
tionable whether it were right to ad- 
vance a personage already placed so 
high by birth, wealth, and popularity, 
still higher by so near an allniiice iii^ 
his M.i]Cbt y’s f.iniily.’ The King, m 

coinmo il HO pouvoifc souvenir" — Letter of 
M.iU'uet of F.mn.i in RciObiiboig Corre- 
six.mlanco do ill .ig d’Autnchc, p, 271, 272. 

» JluifTonbcig, p. 27J, 374 

* Ibid * 

s Mais comme I'affaire tminalt an 

longuour et commo e^icuns disent qu’il n’es- 
tnit a la bonne graeo do la demuisclle,".^ 
Fontus Fayen M3 

a *'GraDvcllo nntwoordde, dat dovr.cnd- 
sebap do liy den Pnnse droogh, IicuidmaDb.. 
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coDaei^ueiica Bdoredy instructed the 
Du<di^ of Lorraine to decline the 
proDOBsl^ while at the same time he 
conftni^ openly to advocate the con 
nezion^ The Piince is said to have 
discovered this double dealingj and to 
have found in it the only reasonable 
explanation of the whole trmsaci^on ^ 
Idoreover, the Duchess of Lorraine, 
finding heiself equally duped, and her 
o^vn ambitious scheme equally foiled 
by her unscrupulous cousin — ^who now, 
to the surprise of every one appointed 
Mazgaret of Parma to be Pegcnt, with ' 
the Bishop for her piime mimster — ' 
had 08 little reason to be satisfied Tilth 
the combinations of royal and ecdesias 
tical mtngue as the Pimoe of Orange 
liimflfllf Soon aftei this un atisfactoiy 
mystification, AVilham turned his at 
t^tions to Germany Ann a of Saxony, 
daughter of tiie celebrated Elector 
Maurice, lived at the court of her 
unde, the Elector Augustus A 
musket-ball, perhaps a traitorous one 
m an obacuio action with Albert of 
Brandenbourg, bod dosed the adven 
turouB career of her father sot en ^ ears 
before’* The young lady, T\ho was 
thought to have inhentcd much of his 
restless, stormy character, was Bi\tecn 
}earB of age She was far fiom hand 
some, was somewhat defoimed, and 
limped^ Her marriage portion was 
deemed, for the times, an ample one, 
she bad se-venty thousand ria dollars 
m hand, and the revcision of 
thousand on the death ot John Fi ^enc 
the Second, who had maiiicd her 
mother after the death of Miuiice'’ 
Her rank was accounted fu li^her 
in Germany than that of W illiam of 
Nassau, and in this respect, lathe^ 
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than for pecuniary consideratioziB, tho 
mamage seemed a desirable one fot 
bim The man who held the great'* 
Nassau CbalonBpTOp6rty,togethenMtli 
the heritage of Count Maximilun de 
Buxen, could hardly haip been tempted 
by 100,000 thalers His OTvn pion loa 
for the children who might spiing 
from the proposed mamage was to Le 
a settlement of seventy thou'aand fiouiiB 
annually i The fortune which jer 
mitted of such liberality was net o&e 
to be very mateiially inci eased by a 
dowry which might stem enormouTto 
many of the pauper princes of Otr 
many '' 1 he bnde s portion saisa 
contempoiary, " after all, scaicely ] ud 
for the banquets and ma^mifitcntfL ti 
a lib which celebrated the man 
W hen the w edding w os ] iid foi tl fro 
woe not athalerrernain ng (f thtwb Ic 
sum ^ Nothing, then c uld 1 e moic 
puerile than to accuse the Pimce oi 
meicenary motnes in seel iiIq tlit 
alhonce, anaccusation howc\<»i,whi 1) 
did not fail to he biou^^ht 

1 here w ei e difficulties i n h )th side 
to be ai ranged before this main ( 
could take place I he hiide w « \ 
Lutheran, the Pnnee was a Ci^holic 
\S ith regaid to the i elision tl Oun^ 
not the slightest doubt evbted no 
was any deception attempted Gnr 
aelle himselt gave the moat intir 
attcbtatioijjof the Princes orthodi .\3 
"Ihis proposed maiinge gnes n 
gieat pain, * he wrote to Philip 1 ^ 
X haT e iiea er had reason to sua] ect hi 
pnnciples ® In inothci 1 ttcr h 
observed that he wished the mamaj 
could be bi uktn off , but that he hoi '■ 
BO much from the virtue of the Piint 
that nothing could suffice to sci ai V 


XM JCtse qr uvMb jxcjjuuvtu 


Koudo omlict aantoroalcn nlicndctiou ▼ 
die by zynen mecsici evliulUi^h waa met 
bedenkclyk 'voud cczi penoonadjo ondcr 
steuntTonooTOigiooteochbaaihut engun t 
dor Landtraatcn, dooi t bol uwen ^'^n roo 
niaetnblocdt verwandtscl a] z}uer 
tcit, in top totrekken '^Iloofl i o Ibis 
wis precisely tba same aigumcnt used 
tbo liinperor Charles ngamst tbo m mage 
yvtlx llzdemriacWc do Buren ';nd succoos 
uiUy combated by Gianvclle ^Hoofd i So 
ComjoreBakhnyzcnv d Bimk 
HetUuwoluk,eto 8 f 10 tow hose pubh 
calonoti tbw moat mtneato subject ovezy 
omoid nistoncal student muat fed the 
^ wopcst wuso of ob igation 


* Pfcilscbmidt, p 64 0-11 July looo 

* — Unfbscbicktcn Lcibcs wil 
Bcbeiuhcb etwos bmkeud BotUgcr p t 

* Boitigor 80 

* Ibid., 93 —Compaie Bakliuyzon, p 15 
^ "Ccsto AUemande qm ne luy avc 

porte en manage que cent a six vin^t mi 
daldres qui a growde peine axoit c \ p 
B ifBr pour payci lea bonqu^s fcstina 
mognincencea do ccs nopces payes lui cst< 
roste bom pas un daldre tont sculemcnt ( 
dot ct portement de sa femme — I*ont 
Pnycn 

» Orocu T PruiBt , Axemve#, etc , j 6!. 
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him from the true religion ^ On the 
otbei eiAe there was as litUe doubt as 
^to hiB cieed. Old Landgriie Philip 
of Heaae, grandfather of the young 
lady, was bitt&ly opposed to the match 
“ 'liB a Papi^’’ end he, “ who goes to 
mass, and eats no meat on fast-^ys * ^ 
He hid no great objection to Ins 
character, but insuxniountable ones to 
hie religion “ Old Count Wilham,” 
Bold he, “was an evangeb^l lord to 
his dj ing day This man is a Papist ■' 
The mornage, then, was to be a mixed 
mamsge Itisnecessaiy, haivevet,to 
beware of anacLronisms upon the sub 
ject Lutherans were not }ct formally 
denounced as hcietice On the con 
tiary, it was exactly at this epoch thit 
the Pope was muting the Piotostant 
piinces of Geimany to the Trent 
Council, wheie the schism was to he 
closed, and all the eiiing lamhs to he 
received again mto the bosom of the 
fold So far from mamfestmg on out 
wardhostilit},thepapaldemcmo irwas 
concihatmg The letters of invitation 
from the Pope to the prmces weie sent 
by a legate, each commencmg with the 
exoidium, “ To my beloved son, and 
were oil sent back to his Holmcss, eon 
temptuously, with the coarse jest fur 
answer, “’IVe beUeve our mothers to 
have been honest women, and hope 
that we had better fathers '> llie 
great council had not je* gucu its 
decisions Marriages weieiK continual 
occuiience, especially among pimoes 
and potentates, between the idhucnts 
ofEomeanclofthencwieligion Lien 
Philip hod been most anxious to many 
the Protestant Lli/aheth, whom, had 
she been a peasant, he would unques 
tionably base bmned, if in his power 
Thioughout Gcimany, aloo, cspccisUy 
m high places, theie a disposition 
to cover uptherehgiouscontioversj 
to abstain from distuihmg the aiJies 
where devastation still glowed, and 
was one day to retindle itself It was 
exceedingly difficult foi anj man, fiom 
the Aicbduke MsxinuUan down, to 


1 Aicliives etc 1 70 — To todavia cs 
poro cle la boncad 7 virtud del pnnupo quo 
DO bastira todo csoi paia aputmle do la 
verdodoia icligiou ” t 

> Bakhuysou, dl 


define his creed. A marriage, there* 
fore, between a man and woman of dia* 
cordont news upon this topic ws^ not 
staathng, although m general nolT con- 
sidered dean able 

There were, however, especial rea. 
sons why this alliance ^ould he dis- 
tasteful, both to Phihp of Spain upon 
one Bido, and to the Landgrave Pl^p 
of Hesse on the other The bnde 
was the daughter of the Elector 
Maurice In that one name were 
concentiated nearly all the disasters, 
disgrace, and disappointment of the 
Lmperor s reign It w as Maunco who 
had hunted the Emperor through the 
Tjrolean mountams, it was hfiuince 
who had compelled the peace of 
Passau, it was Mamice who had 
overthrown the Citholio Church m 
Germany it woe Maunco who had 
fiustiatcd Philip’s election askmgof 
tlie liomuia If IVilhvm of Orange 
must seek a wife among the pagans. 
toiUd no other bride be found foi him 
than the daughter of such a mont 

Armas grandfather, on the other 
hand, Land^ave Phihp, was the cele 
biatcd aictim to the foicc and fraud 
of Chalks the Pifth He saw m the 
proposed biidegroom a youth who hod 
been from childhood the petted page 1 
and confidant of the hated Emperor 
to whom he owed his long impnsott 
roent He saw in him, too, the inti 
mate fiieud and ally — ^for the blooding 
quail els of the state council weie not 
jet Jiatoiit to the w 01 Id — of the still 
moie dceplj detested Gi imelle , the 
crafty puest whose substitution of 
‘eimg for ‘ewig” had mveigledhim 
mto that teinble captivity These 
couvidei itions alone would have mode 
him uutiicudly to thePrmco, even had 
he nut been a C ithohc 

The Elector Augustus, however, 
uncle and guanlian to the biide, was 
not 01 Iv vv oH disj osed hut e igoi for 
the muriige and detenumed to over- 
come all obsaacles, mcludmg the op- 
position of the Loudgiave, without 

* V Rommol ri ilipp del GrosmutbigCb 
111 Sll sqq , cited bj Gioon van Pianstciu 

I ^ J 
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being, that tiie negoiiatioiis irere pro 
ceeding more earnestly than ever ^ 
lowing could he more lielpleaa and 
mom chanctenstio than the letter | 
which Philip sent, thus pushed for a | 
decision, “ You wrote me,” said he, , 
" that you had hopes that this matter 
of the Prince’s marriage would go no j 
furthei, and seeing that you did not 
wiite oftener on the subject, I thought 
certainly that it had been termmated 
T^s pleased me not a little, because it 
was the best thing that coidd be done 
Lilrewise,” contmucd the mo'.t tautolo 
gical of monarcha "I was much pleased 
that it should be done N ci ortlicless, * 
he added, “i* the maniage is to be pro 
ceoded with, I really don't Lnow nhat 
to say about it, except to refer it to my 
Bister, inasmuch as a peison being upon 
the spot can see better what can be 
done with regard to it , whether it be 
possible to prerent it, or whether it be 
best, if there be no remedy, to giae 
permission But if there be a remedj 
It would bo bettor to taka it, bee luse 
concluded the King pathetioallj, ‘ I 
don’t gee how the Prince could think 
of manying with the daughter of the 
man wlio ^ to his Slijesty, now m 
glory, that which Duke Jiaunee did ’* 
Aimed with this lummous epistle, 
which, if it meant anything, meant a 
leluctant af&miation to the demand of 
the Fimce for the roy al consent, the 
llegent and GranveUe proceeded to 
summon Wilham of Orange, aiid to 
catechise him m a manner mok gallmg 
to his pride, and u ith a latitude not at 
all justified by any leasonablc intcrpic 
tatiou of the i oy al mstruotions •* 1 hoy 
even mfoimed him that his Hajesty 
had a^'^cmbled “ certain pei ‘^ons learned 
in cases of conscience and aeisid in 
theology,” acooiding to whoso adiice a 
final decision, not y< t possible, would 


be given at some future period ^ This 
assembly of learned conscience keepers 
and theologums had no existence saae 
m the imagmations of Granvelle an I 
Margaret The Kmg’s" letter, bhrd 
and blundering as it 4vas, gave the 
Duchess the right to decide m the al 
firmatiae on her own responsibility 
yet fictions like these foimed a paitof 
the " disairaulatiou,” which was ic 
counted pi of ound Btat°smanship by the 
disciples of Maecbiavelli The Pun c 
ho a ever irritated, niamtamod In-, ateadi 
nesa, ossuied the llcgcnt that the nc 
gotiat’on had adi aimed too fir to he 
abandoned, and repeated Ins a<.su]-uice 
that the future Princess of Ot iiioCwaa 
to “ hve as a Catholic ” 

In December IJOO, Willnni made 
a visit to Dicsdcn, where he was re 
eeived by the Klcctor with gieat cor 
diihty This visit was conchisue ai 
to the man nge The appe n ance and 
accomplishmcute of the distingiiishi 1 
suitor made a profound iiupiesai n 
upon the lady Hei heart was oir 
ned by stoim Finding, or fancy mi> 
heiself, veiy deeper itely enunouied d 
the proposed biidcgioom, die soon 
Eiinrfcaii<! as much eageinccv for ta« 
maniige as did her uncle, and c\ 
pressed herseh fiequently with the 
violence which belongid to hci chai c 
ter “ M hat God had dcci ced sin 
s u 1, " thujldevil should n t hmJrr ' 
Ihe Piince was said to ha\o c\hi 
bitcd much diligence m his attention ti 
the services of the Piotestant Cliurd 
duiuig luB a isit at Diesden ^ As tlia( 
a 1 it lasted, how ea ei , but ten or elcm 
diys, theie was no gicat oppoitnmly 
fui shew mg much zeal ’’ 

At the same period one 'WiUiau 
Ki ultel was despatched by OiaiioO < i 
the forlorn kojie of gaining tlio oh 
Landgiaves consent, without mikinj 


1 Paijicrs d ELati vi lt9, 170 
a ‘ VoB me Eciivistcs qi e tcniadea espo 
ranga que no pass in i odd uito la plabca del 
casanuento dm Piincipe d Ox ingo yconver 
quo no Bc mo sciivii mas della yo pense 
cicrto que has la cesaado du quuno hingava 
peco TOr quo fuora lo moyoi y lo quo y o liol 
ganaharto quo so hizcsso mis ai toduia 
pa^ adcianto no so quo mo dc/ir on olio 
aino lemitirlo h im nermana pues como 
quiCD esta sobro cl nooocio vera tnejor lo 

*> Puhi a haaor on cl, 0 Bi so po It i os»ot 


var y quaudo no Imvicio otio lomcdio du 
lahccnua mia quaudo lo huiiesso sinilo 
mejor tom ir lo poiquc no sd coi lo j usdi 
parccer casiisc cl pnncipo cou hija del quo 
liLoo con bii m*qcstad que liaya gloi i, lo 
quo el Dun 1 C Ifauiicao — Puuicrs dhtit, 
VI m 170 •- 

> 1 ikliuyacn, 11, 12 
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Bay Tital oonceasionB. “ Will tlie 
Prince,” asked the Landgrave, “per- 
cteit my granddaughter to have an 
avaugdicaT preacher in the house?” 
“No," answered KnutteL "May she 
at least recerv||| the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper in her own chamber, 
according to the Lutheran form!” 
"No,” answered Knuitel, "neither in 
Breda, nor anywhere else in the Ne- 
therlands. If she imperatively re- 
quires such sacraments, Bhe*must go 
over the border for them, to the nearest 
Protestant sovereign.” ^ 

Upon the 14th April 1501, the 
Klector, returning to the chaige, 
caused a little note to be drawn up 
on the reUgious point, which ho for- 
warded, in the hope that the Prince 
would copy and sign it. He added a 
promise that the memoiundum should 
never be made pubUc to the signer's 
disadvantage.! same time he 

observed to Count Louis, verbally, 
"that he had been satisfied with the 
declarations made by the Prince when 
in Dresden, upon all pomts, except that 
amceming religion. He therefore felt 
obliged to beg for a little agreement 
in writing-”'* “By no means! by no 
means I ” interrupted Louis, promptly, 
at the very first word "the Prince 
con give your Electoral Highness no 
such assuiauce. ’Twoald be risking 
life, honour, and fortune top do so, as 
your grace is well awaic “ TBe Elector 
protested that the declai a iion, if signed, 
should never come into the Spani.--h 
monarch’s hands, and insisted ujioii 
sending it to the Prinoo ^ Louis, in a 
letter to his brother, characterised the 
document as "singular, prolix, and 
artful,” and strongly advised the Pimco 
to have nothing to do u ith it.'* 

This note, uhich the Prmoe was 
thus requested to sign, aid which his 
brother Louis thus sticnuously advised 
him not to sign, the Piince never did 
sign. Its tenor was to the following 

1 Bakhuyzon, C3 

s Archives ct Corrcspondanco, i 98. 

s “Bo viol iho puncten belangt do sich dcr 
Fi'mz gegon mich erklcrot hat allhio zu 
Dressn, hmichinitiingvrvolzu fndennnd 
lass es auch darhoy blcibcn auagenommen so 
viel die lollgloii belangct, so musz ^h oiiic 
fckuie veiEchrcibuog von im habeii 


effect- — The Princess, after marriage, 
was neither by menace nor perimasion, 
to be turned from the true and pui-g 
Word of God, or the use of the Sacra. 
ment according to the doctrines of the 
Augsburg Confession. The Prince was 
to allow her to read books written in 
accoi dance with the Augsburg Con- 
fession. The Prince was to permit, 
hei, as often, annually, as she required 
it, to go out of the N^herlands to some 
place where she could receive the sac. 
rament according to the Augsbuig 
Confession. In case she were in sick- 
ness or perils of childbirth, the Prince, 
if necessary, would call to her an evan- 
gehcal pieacher, who might administer 
to her the holy sacrament in her cham- 
ber. The chudien who might spring 
from tho marriage were to be instruct- 
ed as to the doctrines of the Augsburg 
Confession.” ! 

Even if executed, this celebrated 
mcmoiandiim would hardly have been 
at vanaiice with the declarations made 
by the Prince to the Spanish govern- 
ment. He had never pretended t^t 
his bride was to become a Catholic, 
but only to live as a CathoUd* All 
that he had promised, or was expected 
to promise, was that his wife should 
conform to the law m the Netherlands. 
The paper, in a general way, recog- 
nised that law. In c.ase of absolute 
necessity, however, it was stipulated 
that the Fimcess should have the ad- 
vantage of private sacrameute. This 
cei-t.ifcly vould hale been a mortal 
offence in a Calvinist or Anabaptist, but 
for Luthcians the practice had never 
been so strict. Moreover, the Prince 
all cady repudiated the dcctrints of the 
edicts, and rebelled against the com- 
mand to administer them within his 
government. A general promise, there- 
fore, made by him privately, in the 
sense of the memorandum drawn up 
by the Elector, would have boeii neither 
hjqiocritioal nor deceitful, but worthy 

Archives, etc., i. 100 Lclter of Louis ds 
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the man who looked over such grovel- i 
ling heads as Granvelle and Flulip on 
the one nde, or Augustus of Saxony 
on%he other, and estimated thar re- 
ligious pretences at exactly -what they 
wore worth. A formal document, 
however, technically according all 
these demands made by the Elector, 
would oeitainly be regarded by the 
Spanish government as a very culpable 
instrument. The Prince never signed 
the note,^ but as we shall have occasion 
to state in its proper place, he gave a 
verbal declaration, favourable to its 
tenor, but in ve’w vague and brief 
terms, before a notary, on the day of 
the marriage. 

If the reader be of opinion that too 
much time has been expended upon 
the elucidation of this point, he should 
remember that the charaeter of a great 
and good man is too precious a posses- 
sion of history to be hghtly abandoned. 
It is of no great consequence to ascer- 
tain the precise creed of Augustus of 
Saxony, or of his niece; it is of com- 
paratively little moment to fix the 
[loint at which AyiUiam of Orange 
ceasefl to be an honest but hberal 
Catholic, and opened bis heart to the 
light of the Eeiormation; but it is of 
, very grave mterest that his name 
should be cleared of the charge of de- 
liberate fraud and hypocrisy. It has 
therefore been thought necessaiy to 


prove conclusively that the Prince 
never gave, in Diiraden or Cassel, any _ 
assurance inconsistent with his asser- * 
tions to King and Cardinal. The whole 
tone of his language and demeanour on 
the religious subject w e exhibited in 
his reply to the i^ectreas, who, imme- 
diately after the marriage, entreated 
t^t he would not pervert her niece 
from the paths of the true religion, 

“ She shall not be troubled,” said the 
Prince, "‘with such melancholy thii. 
Instead of holy wiit she shall rtul 
' Amadis de Gaule,’ and such books of 
pastime which discourse tie amore, .and 
mstead of knitting and sewing she sh ill 
leain to dance a gdtUarde, and such 
eurtotsici os are the mode of our couiin y 
and smtable to her rank.” - 

The reply was careless, flippant, 
almost contemptuous It is veiy cer- 
tain that William of Orange was not 
yet the “father William” he was des- 
tined to become — giave, self-sacnficiiig, 


deeply religious, heroic; but it was 
equally evident from thia language 
that he had small sympathy, either in 
public or private, with Lutheianisin 
or theological controversy. I,andgr.ivo 
William was not far from right avben 
be added, in bis quaint style, aftei 
recalling this well-known reply, “ Yout 
gi ace will observe, therefore, that w hen 
the abbot has dice in his pocket, the 
com ent w-ll play.” ® 


1 TUshasalwayBtKenadispQtedqucation 
The opinion more generally eiitcn|.amcd, 
partlcuiarly by the enemies of IVilliam, is 
that he did sign it M Eakhnyzen (SS 
sqq.k almostaloue, maintains the coutraiv, 
against many distinguished publicists . and, 
alter a strong chain of cmum-,ta'>tnl cvi- 
dance to make his posilion as firm as a negv* 
tivo usually can he made, amves at the c on- 
clusion that a signed and sc.ii(.d documeue 
to th.it efiect never will bo fuuud (ji SO). I 
am lortunatcly able to attest tho accuracy ol 
Ins A pnon argument, and to prove the nc- 
gativo by positive and indisputable cvuieuee 
Atcordiiig to the tovt of a notarial instru- 
ment executed on the S4th of August 1561, 
between four and five r m , just belure the 
marriage ceremony (a document atill exist- 
ing m the Royal Aixluses at Dresden, .uid 
published in the first edition o' this woikl, 
testified tliat the Piince nsim 
^id and uoTor did consent to miko suet 
n and sealed instiu 

“ question. Whatever mui 

tare general iri 

turo of the transaction, no one heneetoiti 


can pitslend that the Fnneo of Orange e^e- 
cuted the document m tho iiicm icrmwhKlt 
he was requested to etccute it. — V. postci, 
pages 274. 

* EUncts from this loiter (ofLird-.-n^e 
■WilUam, sonofPhilip) havchf^n publishcl 
byBottgoi and othcia I quote from tho 
ongu) il m tho Ro^ d Archives .at Oicsdcr, 
p u tly m tho handvsTitiuK of the Tjandgiav c : 
''Wuci nun darauff E. L Gomahlmgciiit- 
wortebtdosibtboydoimT] L hcmiast, nern- 
bUchp das er^io imb dtn molancolistlun 
Dingen niche bemuhen wolltCp sondem do<> 
f-ic onu s^att dor hojligcn bchnft Amuiis do 
Gaule und dergloichen Kursweiligc Bucher, 
die de Amure tractirton lesenii, und an statt 
stnekens imdfc nalieuns om Galhurdo tan 
tzenn ^ernon sDltcunddcrgleichon curtoisiOg 
uie solche ot^a dor Iriindt pro n<»ii 1 inh midt 
wolstendig.'* 

• M9. Dresden Archivos.-'-^'N'iinn haben 
B. L sucrachton, wann dor Aptt wcrflcl 

das detn convent das spiel onn cr- 
l^btt The Irmdgravo was alu nys as full 
01 ho dy proverbs as BanchoPanza. 


jiool.j yymuTT, 

So great was the ezcitemeDt at the 
litUe court of Cassel, that many Fro- 
testont princes and nobles declared 
that “they would sooner give their 
danghters to^a boor or a swineherd 
than to a Payist."^ The Landgrave 
was equally vigorous in his protest, 
drawn up in due form on the 26th 
April ISGl. He was not used, he 
said, “ to flatter or to tichle with a fox- 
tail.” * He was son^ if hia language 
gave offence, nevertheless "the mar- 
riage was odious, and that was enough ” “* 
He had no especial objection to the 
Prince, " who before the world was a 
brave and honourable man.” He con- 
ceded that his estates were huge, al- 
though he hinted that his debts also 
srere ample; allowed that he lived in 
magnificent style, had even heard “ of 
one of his banquets, where all the 
tablecloths, plates, and everj^hing else, 
were made of sugar," ■* but thought he 
might be even a little too extravagant, 
concluding, after a good deal of skimble- 
skamble of this naWe, with " protest- 
ing before Ood, the world, and all 
r pious Christians, tliat he was not re- 
sponsible for the mamage, but only 
the Elector Augustus and others, who 
therefore would one day have to ren- 
der account thereof to the Lord.” ° 
Meantime the wedding had been 
fixed to take place on Sund.iy, the 24th 
August 1661. This was E* B.aitholo- 
mew’s, a nuptial day whidli w.is not 
destined to be a happy one in the six- 
teenth century. The Landgrave and 
his family declined to bo present at the 
wedding, but a laige and brilliant com- 
pany were invited. The King of Spain 
sent a bill of exchange to the Begent, 
that she might purchase a nng worth 
three thousand crowns, as a present on 
his part to the bride Besides this 
liberal evidence that his opposition to 
the manaage was withdrawn, he autho- 
rised his sister to appoint envoys from 

1 V. Rommol m Bottigcr, 102. 
s ** Wlr mtgewondtsciu sue fuclisscliwcnt- 
sen Oder sue schmoicholn " — llSttiger, 101 
s '' Es ist^ber O^osuni, darumb wollcn 
wirs dJssmals bleibeu lasson.”— Ibid, 

< Ibid, 104. 

• Ibid, 106 

* Correbpondanee da Uoigueibe d’Au- 
kilcbc, 164. 
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among the most distinguislied nobles 
to represent him on the occasion. The 
Baron de Hontigny, accordmgly, with 
a brilliant company of gentlemenywas 
deputed by the Duchess, although she 
declined sending all the governors of 
the provinces, .according to the request 
of the Prince.^ The marriage was to 
take place at Leipsic. A slight picture 
of the wedding festivities, derived en- 
tirely from unpublished sources, may 
give some insight into the manners and 
customs of high hfe in Germany and 
the iretherlands at this epoch * 

The Kings of Spain and Uenmaik 
were im-ited, and were represented by 
special ambassadors. The Dukes of 
Brunswick, Lauenburg, Mecklenbuig, 
the Elector and Margraves of Branden- 
burg, the Archbishop of Cologne, the 
Duke of Cleves, the Bishops of Naum- 
burg, Menebiirg, Meissen, with many 
other potentates, accepted the invita- 
tions, and came generally in person, a 
few only being represented by envoya 
The town-councils of Erfurt, Leipsic, 
klagdeburg, and other cities, were also 
bidden. The bridegroom was person- 
ally accompanied by his brothers John, 
Adolphus, and Louis; by the Burens^ 
the Leiichtenbeigs, and various other 
distinguished peisonagcs. 

As the electoral residence at Leipsie 
was not completely finished, separate 
dwellings were arranged for each of the 
sovereign famdies invited, in private 
houses, mostly on the market-place. 
Here* they were to be furnished with 
provisions by the Elector’s officialB, 
but they were to cook for themselves.. 
For this purpose all tlie princes 
been i equested to bring their own coo^ 
and butlers, together with their pla 
and kitchen utensils. The sovereia 
themselves were to dine daily with 
Elector at the town-house, but the 
tendants and suite were to take tt 
meals m their own lodgings. A biu-f 


» Ibid, 288 ' 

■ Tbei-e arc many papers and documents 
in tbc RoyabAi-chii us of Dresden rolaUng to 
this cclcbinted maniaao. The ooUcctlon 
wlucb I baio pnnei pally consulted for the 
lollowing account i# entitled, " Acta dea 
PiiDzcn tzu Uraxueun nnd Eiawlein AnAm 
tr.u Baxcii Beylagcr, 1661.” It Is entirely 
unpublished. 


--^kise 0^ the Duich'Ji^'^: [T^l* 


liant collection of gentlemen and pcgea, ! 
appointed by the Elector to wait at hia I 
tabl& were ordered to aesemble at 
liei^c on the 22d, tlie guests haring 
been all invited for the 23d. Many 
regulations were given to these noble 
youths, that they might discharge their 
duties with befitting decorum. Among 
other orders, they received particular 
injimctions that they were to abatam 
from all drinkmg among themselves, 
and from all riotous conduct whatever, 
while the soverbigns and potentates 
should be at dinner It would bo a 
shameful indecency,” it was urged, "if 
the great people sitting at table should 
be unable to hear themselves talk on 
account of the screaming of the attend* 
ants.”^ This provision did not seem 
unreasonable. They were also m- 
structed, that if invited to drink by any 
personage at the great tables, they were 
reroectfuUy to decline the challenge, 
and to explain the cause after the 
repast. 

Particular arrangements were also 
made for the safety of the city Besides 
the regular guard of Loipsic, two hun- 
dred and twenty arquebuaiers, spears- 
men, and halberdmen, were oidered 
from the neighbouring towns. These 
, were to be all dressed m uniform; one 
arm, side, and leg in black, and the other 
in yellow, occor^ng to a painting distri- 
buted beforehand to the various autho- 
nties. As a mounted patrole, Leipsic 
had a regular force of tieo men. These 
were now increased to ten, and redlived 
orders to ride with their lanterns up 
and down all the streets and lanes, to 
^ accost all persons ^^llom they might 
find abroad without lights in their 
hands, to ask them their business in 
.courteous language, and at the same 
Ltime to see generally to the peace and 
uafety of the town,’^ Fifty arquebuaiers 


^ "Boss dloselben indcm E'.^gcmacheauf 
ten Itathbausc des Ziilnnkons uud alien 
Oescbrei wahrend der oidcntlichon Mihl« 




mm Bicn entnaiteii soiiteii, indem die 
“ewdUen TJnordnung und Uangel m dc 
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were appointed to protect the town* 
house, and a burgher watch of six 
hundred were distributed in different ' 
quarter's, esxieciall^ to guard against 
fire. j 

On Saturday, the before the 
wedding, the guests had all arrived at 
Leipsic, and the Prince of Orange, with 
hia friends, at Meneburg. On Sunday, 
the 24th August, the Elector, at the 
head of guests and attendants, in 
splendid array, rode forth to receive 
tile bridegroom. His cavalcade num- 
bered four thousand. William of 
Orange had arrived, accompanied by 
one thousand mounted men. The 
whole troop now entered the city to- 
gethei, escorting the Prince to tiie 
town-house Here he dismounted, and 
was received on the staircase by the 
Princess Anna, attended by her lailics. 
She immediately afterward withdrew 
to her apartments. 

It was at this point, between four and 
fi ve P.U., that the Elector and Electress, 
with the bnde and bridegroom, accom- 
panied also by the Dame Sophia von 
Miltitz and the Councillors Hans von 
Ponika and Ubrieh Woltersdorff upon 
one Bide, and by Count Jolm of Nassau 
and Heinrich von Wiltberg upon the 
other, as witnesses, appeared befoie 
Wolf Seidel, notary, in a comer room 
of the upper storey of the town-house. 
One of thsacounciilors, on the part of 
the Electof, then addressed the biide- 
groom. He observed tiiat his highness 
would remember, no doubts the con- 
tents of a memorandum or billet, sent 
by the Elector on the 14th April of 
that year, by the terms of which tiie 
Prince ’\as to agree that he would, 
neithei by threat nor persuasion, pre- 
vent his future wife from continunig 
in the Augsburg Confession; that ho 
would allow her to go to places where 


aw iKUterwacne natto dor Hath su 
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ghe might receive the Augsburg sacra- 
ments ; that in case of extreme need 
*^^e ^ould receive them in her cham- 
ber; and that the childred who might 
spring from '&e marriage riiould be 
instructed as Vo the Augsburg doc- 
trines. As, however, continued the 
councillor, his highness the Fiince of 
Orange has, for various reasons, de- 
clined givmg any such agreement in 
writing, as therefore it had^been ar- 
ranged that before the marriage cere- 
mony the Prince should, in the presence 
of the bride and other witnesses, make 
a verbal promise on the subject, and as 
the parties wei e now to be immediately 
united in maniage, therefore the Elec- 
tor had no doubt that the Prince would 
make no objection in presence of those 
witnesses to give his consent to main- 
tain the agreements comprised in the 
memorandum or note. The note ivas 
then read. Thereupon, the Prince 
-answered verbally: "Gracious Elector, 
I remember the writing which you sent 
me on the 14th April. All the points 
just narrated by the Doctor were oon- 
tiuued in it. I now state to your high: 
ness that I wiU keep it aU as becomes 
a prince, and confonn to it." Thei e- 
upon ho gave the Elector his hand.^ 

What now was the amount and 
meaning of this promise on the part of 
the Prince! Almost nothing. He 
would conform to the demccds of the 
Elector, exactly as he had hitherto said 
he would conform to them. Taken in 
connexion with his steady objections to 
sign and seal any instrument on the 
subject — with his distinct refusal to the 
Landgrave (through Enuttel) to allow 
the I^cess an evangelical preacher or 
to receive the sacraments in the Hether- 
londs — with the vehement, formal, and 
public protest, on the poij of the Land- 
grave, against the marriage — ^with the 
Prince’s declararions to the Elector at 
Dresden, which were satisfactory on all 
points save the religiouB point— what 
meaning could this verbal promise 
have, save that the Prince would do 

1 “Qns^^6huilbist,iehlEannmichdes 
BcbTetbans mtsmlr, c. g., dlsser sochonbalben 
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exactly as much with regard to the 
religious question as he had always 
promised, and no more ? This was nre- 
cisely what did happen. There wto no 
pretence on the p:^ of the Elector, 
aftorwaids, that any other arrangement 
hod been contemplated. The Kincess 
lived Catholically from the moment of 
her mamags, exactly as Orange had 
stated to the Duchess Maigoret, and os 
the Elector knew would be the case. 
The frst and the following children 
bom of the marriage were baptized by 
Catholic priests, with very elaborate 
Catholic ceremonies, and this with the 
full consent of the Elector, who sent 
deputies and officiated as sponsor on 
one remai'kable occasion. 

Who, of all those guileless lambs, 
then, Phihp of Sjiam, the Elector of 
Saxony, or Cardinal Qranvelle, had 
been deceived by the language or ac- 
tions of the Piince! Hot one. It 
may be boldly asserted that the Prince, 
placed in a transition epoch, both of 
the age and of his own character, sur- 
rounded by the moat artful and intrigu- 
ing personages known to history, and 
involved m a network of most inti^ta 
and difficult circumsfance^ acquitted 
himself in a manne’' as honourable as 
it was prudent. It is difficult to regard 
the notarial instrument otherwise than 
as a memorandum, filed rather by Au- 
gustus than by William, in order to 
put upon record, for his own justifica- 
tiou, his repeated though unsuccessful 
efforifi to procuie from the Prince a 
regularly signed, scaled, and holo- 
graphic act, upon the points stated in 
the famous note. 

After the delay occarioned by these 
piivate formalities, the bridal proces- 
sion, headed hy the court muskaan^ 
followed by the court marshals, coun- 
cillors, great officers of state, and the 
electoral family, entered the grand hall 
of the town-house. The nuptial cere- 
mony was then performed by "the 
Superintendent Doctor Pfeffinger.*’ 
Immediately afterwards, and in 
• u 
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sftino halli tho bildo and bridegroom 
were plaoed pablicsly upon a splondid, 

^ed bed, -with gold-embroidered our- 
the Princess being conducted 
thidier by the Elector and Eloofcresa. 

Confects and epiced drinlra were then 
■erred to them and to the assembled 
company. After tbia ceremony they 
were conducted to their eeparate 
chambers to dress for dinner. Before 
they left the ball, however. Margrave 
Hans of Brandenburg, on part of the 
Elector of Saxony, solemnly recom- 
mended the bride to her husband, ex- 
horting him to cheiish her with faith 
and affection, and to leave her undis- 
turbed in the recognised truth of the 
holy gospel and the right use of the 
sacraments.”^ 

Hive round tables ware laid in the 
same hall immediately afterwards — 
each accommodating ten guests. As 
soon as the first course of twenty-five 
dishes had been put upon the chief 
table, the bride and bndegroom, the 
Elector and EUctre8s,the Spanish and 
Damsh envoys and others, were es- 
corted to it, and the banquet began. 

During the repast, the Elector’s choir 
and all the other hands discoursed the 
"merriest and moat ingenious music." 

The noble vassals handed the water, 
the napkins, and the wine, and every- 
thing was conducted decorously and 
appropriately. As soon as the dinner 
was taught to a (dose, the tables n ere 
cleared away, and the ball began in 
the same apartment. Dances,'^ pre- 
viously arranged, were performed, after 
which "confects and drinks” were 
again distnbuted, and the bridal pair 
were then conducted to the nuptial 
chamber. 

The wedding, according to the Du- 
theran custom of the epoch, had thus 
taken place, not in a church,’ but in a 
1 private dwelling; the hall of tho town- 

’ ’ " Bio bci dor orkonnton Wahrlieit 
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house representing, vh this occasion, 
the Elector’s own sidoons. On the f uL 
lowing morning, however, a procession ' 
was formed at seven o’clock to conduct 
the newly-married couple to the church 
of St Hicholas, there /o receive on 
additional exhoitation and benediction.'’ 
Two separate companies of gentlemen, 
attended by a great number of " fifer.% 
dnunmeiB, and trumpeters,” escoited 
the bride and the bridegroom, “ tweh o 
counts, i{ieaimg each a scaif of tlic 
Princess Anna’s oolouis, with golden 
gailonds on their heads and lighlid 
Wchea in their hands,” preceding her 
to the choir, where seats had been pio- 
vided for the more illustrious portion 
of the comjiauy. The church had been 
magmficeutly decked in tapestry, and, 
as the company enteied, a full orehes- 
tiw performed several fine motettos. 
After hsteuing to a long address frem 
Dr Pfeffinger, and recen ing a blessing 
before the altar, the Pi luce and Pnu- 
cess of Orange returned, with their 
attendant piocessions, to the town- 
house. 

After dinner, upon the some and 
the three following days, a tournament 
was held. The lists were on the 
market-place, on the side nearest the 
town-house; the Electiess and tho 
other ladies looking down from balcony 
and window to “ ram influence and 
adjudge the prize.” The chief hero 
of these jOusts, according to the ac- 
counts in the Archives, was the Elec- 
tor of Saxony. He " comported hun:-_ 
eelf with such especial chivalry" fliat 
his far-famed namesako and remote 
successor, Augustus the Strong, could 
hardly have evinced more knightly 
prowess. On the first day he encoun- 
tered George von Wiedobaoh, and un- 
horsed him ^ handsomely that the 
discomfited cavalier’s shoulder was dis- 
located. On tho foUoiving day he tilted 

took pUco ui tho Niobolas Ghnich open 
Z6tb of August The marriago, as ■we have 
seen, was m the city hall, upon the pteced- 
iM day. Tbs bndal pair wont upon the 
Monday following, to the church, for the 
bonedicUon That diiy waal called the 
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with Kichael tou Censtedt^ and waa 
_^again victorioua, hitting hia adreraary 
full in the target^ and " hearing him 
off over his Imrse’s tail so neatly, that 
the bnight ca^ down, heels over head, 
upon the eartm" ^ 

On Wednesday, there waa what waa 
colled the palliatoumey.^ The Fiince 
of Orange, at the head of six bands, 
amounting in aU to twenty-nine men; 
the Margrave George of Brandenburg, 
with seven bauds, comprismg thirty- 
four men; and the Elector Augustus, 
with me hand of four men, besides 
himself, all entered the hsta Lots 
were drawn for the “gate of honour,” 
and gained by the Margrave, who accord- 
ingly defendedit with his band. Twenty 
couises were then run between these 
champions and the Prince of Orange, 
with his men. The Biandenburgs 
broke seven lances, the Piince’s pai-ty 
only six, so that Orange waa obliged 
to leave the lists discomfited. The ever- 
victorioua Augustus then took the field, 
and ran twen% courses against the de- 
fenders, brea&g fourteen spears to 
the Brandenburgs’ ten. The Margrave, 
thus defeated, smi'endered the “gate 
of honour" to the elector, who main- 
tained it the rest of the day against all 
comers. It is fair to suppose, although 
the fact is not recorded, that the Elec- 
tor's original band had received some 
reinforcement. Otherwise, i^ would be 
difficult to account for these constant 
victories, except by ascribing moie 
than mortal stiength, os well as valour, 
to Augustus and his four champions. 
His party broke one hundred and fifty- 
six lances, of which number the elector 
himself broke thirty-eight and a half. 
He received the first prize, but dechned 
other guerdons adjudged to him. The 
reward for the hardest hiating was con- 
ferred on Wolf Von Sehdnbeig, “who 
thrust Kurt Von Amim clean out of 
the saddle, so that he fell against the 
barriers.”* 

On Thursday was the riding at the 
ring. The knights who partook of this 
sport wore vonous strange garbs over 
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their armour. Soma were disguised as 
hussars, some as mmsrs, some as Ions- 
quenettes; others as Tartans, pilgr^s, 
fools, bird-catchers, hunters, monks, 
peasants, or Hetherland cuirassiers. 
Each party was attended by a paity 
of musicians, attired in similar cos- 
tume. Moreover, Count Gunter Von 
Schwartzburg made his appearance in 
the hsis, accompanied “ by five remark' 
able giants of wonderful proportions 
and appearance, very ludicrous to be- 
hold, who performed all kind of odd 
antics on horseback.” 

The next day tberewasafoot tourney, 
followed in the evening by "mumme- 
ries,” or masquerades. These masques 
wci e 1 epe.'itcd on the following evening, 
and afforded great entertainment. The 
costumes Mere magnificent, “uith 
golden and peail embroidery,” the 
dances weio veiy merry and aiiistic, 
and the musioians, who formed a part 
of the company, exhibited lemaikable 
talent. These “mtimmeiies” had been 
brought by WUlmm of Orange from 
idle Netherlands, at the express request 
of the Elector, on the ground that 
such matters wet e much better under- 
stood in the provinces than in Ger- 
many. 

Such is a slight sketch of the revels 
by which this ill-fated Bartholomew 
marriage was celcbiated. While Wil- 
liam of Orange was thus employed in 
Germ.iny, Granvelle seized the oppor- 
timit^to make his entry into the city 
of Mechlm, os archbishop; bdievmg 
that such a step would be better ac- 
complished in the absence of the Prince 
from the countiy.* The Cardinal found 
no one in the city to welcome him. 
None of the great nobles were there.* 
The people looked upon the procession 
with silent hatred. No man cried, G od 
bless him. He wrote to the Kmg that 
he should push forward the whole 
matter of bishoprics as fast as possible, 
adding the ridiculons assertion that 
the oppo'-ition came raitirely from the 
nobility, or^l that “if the seigniors did 
not talk so much, not a man of the 
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peopte vooM open his mouth on the 

iuhl^’^i 

^e TemonEtrances offered hy the 
three estates of Brahaut against the 
Boheme had not influenced Philip, He 
had replied in a peremptory tone. He 
had assured them that he had no in> 
tention of receding, and that the pro- 
vince of Brabant ought to feel itself 
indebted to biTn for having given them 
prelates instead of abbots to take care 
of their eternal interests, and for having 
erected their religious houses into epis- 
'opates.^ The abbeys made what re- 
sistance they could, but were soon fain 
to come to a compromise with the 
bishops, who, accordmg to the arrange- 
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ment thus mode, were to receive a 
certain portion of the abbey revenues,, 
while the remainder was to belong to 
the institutions, together with a con- 
tinuance of their right Jn elect their 
own chiefs, subordinate, however, to 
the approbation of the respective pre- 
lates of the diocese.^ Thus was the 
episcopal matter settled m Brabant, 
In many of the other bishoprics the 
new dignitaries were treated with dis- 
respect, as they mode their cntiance 
into their cities, while they experienced 
endless opposition and annoyance on 
attempting to take possession of the 
revenue assigned to them. 


T/ie Rise of the DuUHh Repmha, 


CHAPTEB III. 


- The Inqnititton the great cause of the revolt — The three vartetics of the luetitulion — ^Tho 
BpoD^ Inqnisitiou desenhed— The Episcopal Inquisition in tho Ncthcrlaiiils — The Eapnl 
Inquisition established in tho provinces by Cliarlos V — His instructions to the mquisirors 
— ^ey are renewed by Philip — ^Inquisitor Tvtctinaun — lustiiicce of his manner of pio- 
coeding— Spanish and Netherland Inquisitions compared — Conduct of Granvollo — Eavc m 
and UallaK condonined at V.ilcnoicnnes— " Joumeo des manbmlta’’— Severe mensnics 
at Valenciennes— -Vltack of the Rliotom Clubs upon Greuvello— GrunvoUe’s insmuatioiis 
against Egmont and Simon llonnrd — ^Timidity of Viglius — Universal hatred towards the 
Cardinal— Buffooueiy of Bredoiodo and Uumoy — Courage of Gmnvelle— Philip taxes tho 
Ketherlands for tho suppression of the Hiigucnets m Eranco — meeting of tho lights of 
Iho Fleece — Assembly at tho house of Or^ge — ^Demand upon tho eshitcs for supplies— 
Houtigny appointed envoy to Spam — Open and determined opposition to Gnmvcllc— 
, Secret representations by the Cai-umal to tquiip, concornmg Egmont and other Sciginora 
—Lino of conduct traced out for tho King— moutigny’s ropiesentations in Spam— Cn- 
satisfactory result of his missioiL 
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The great cause of the revolt which, 
within a few years, was to break forth 
throughout the Hetherlands, wgs tho 
inquisition. It is almost puenle to 
look further or deeper, when such a 
source of convuieiou liee at the very 
outset of any investigation During 
the war there had been, for reasons 
already indicated, an occasional pause 
in tbe religious persecution. Philip 
had now returned to Spam, liaviiig ai- 
ranged, with great precision, a compio- 
henaive scheme for exterminating that 
religious belief which was already ac- 
cepted by a very laige portion of bis 
Hetherliuid subjects. From afar there 
*OTe upon the provinces t^ prophetic 
TOion of a commg evil stiiTmoro terri- 
“■ ? which h ad yet oppressed 

^FaTierad;Etat,vi 382— ‘■Bine hablaran 
Slo na^S”^’^ I'ombnrdol 


them. across the bright plains of 
Sicily, when the sun is nding, tlie yn^t 
pyramidal shadow of hlount Etna is 
definitely and visibly projected — ^thT" 
phantom of that ever-present enemy, 
which holds fire and devastation in its 
bosom — so, in tbe morning hour of 
Philip’s reign, tho shadow of the inqui- 
sition was ca^ from afar acrubs those 
warm and Binilmg provinces — a spectre 
menacing fiercer flames and wider de- 
solation than those which mere physical 
agencies could ever compass. 

There lias been a good deal of some- 
what superfluous discussion concerning 
the different kinds of inquisition. Tho 
distinction drawn between the paxial, 
the episcopal, and the Spanish inquisi- 
tions, did not, in the sixteenth century, 

* Boa ^ 28. 
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conTince many unaophiaticatod minda 
of the merits of the establishment in 
any of its shapes. However classified 
or entitled, jt was a macliine for m- 
qniring into Span’s thoughts, and for 
burning him^u the result was not 
satisfactory. 

The Spanidi Inquisition, strictly so 
called, t^t is to say, the modem or 
later institution established by Pope 
Alexander the Sixth and Fcitynand the 
Catholic, was doubtless invested with 
a more complete appaiatus for infiict- 
ing human misery, and for appalling 
human imagination, than any of the 
other less artfully ai ranged inquisi- 
tions. whether papal or oiuscopal. It 
had been originally devised for Jews or 
Aloors, whom the Christianity of the 
age did not regard as human beings, 
but who could not be banished n ithout 
depopulating cerhain distncts It was 
soon, however, extended fiom pagans 
to heretics. The Dominican Toique- 
mada was the first Moloch to be placed 
upon this pedestal of blood and fire, 
and from that day forward the “Holy 
Office” was almost exclusively in the 
hands of that band of bi others. In the 
eighteen years of Toiqucmada's admi- 
nistration, ten thousand two huudied 
and twenty individuals weie burned 
alive, and ninety-seven thousand three 
hunted and twenty-one punished w ith 
infamy, confiscation of pfcperty, or 
perpetual impirisonniciit, so th.at the 
total number of foniihcs dostioyod by 
this one friar alone amounted to one 
bundled and fourteen thousand four 
hundred and one.^ In oouree of tmie 
the jurisdiction of the office was ex- 
tended. It taught the savages of India 
and America to shuddei* at the name of 
Christianity. The fear of its lutioduc- 
tion froze the earlier hejptics of Italy, 
France, and Germany into orthodoxy. 
It was a couit ownmg allegiance to no 
temporal authority, supei ioi to all other 
tribunals. It was a bench of monks 
without appeal, havmg its familial s m 
every house, diving mto the secrets of 
eveiy firesj^e, judging, and executing 
its horrible deciees without responsi- 
bility. It condemned not deeds, but 


thoughts. It affected to descend into 
individual conscience, and to punish 
the crimes which it pretended to dis- 
cover. Its process was reduced to a 
horrible simphcity. It arrested on 
suspicion, tortured till confession, and 
then punished by fire. Two witnesses, 
and those to separate facts, were snffi- 
cient to consign the victim to a loath- I 
some dungeon. Here he was sparingly 
supplied with food, forbidden to speak, 
or even to sing — to which pastime it 
could hardly b6 thought he would feel 
much incluiation — and then left to 
himself, till fanune and misery should 
break his spiiit. When that time was 
supposed to have arrived he was ex- 
amined. Did he confess, and forswear 
his heresy, whether actually mnbeent 
or not, he might then assume the sacred 
shut, and escape with confiscation of 
all his property. Did he persist in the 
avow a! of his innocence, two witnesses 
sent him to the stoke, one witness to 
the lack. He was iiifoinied of the tes- 
timony against him, but never con- 
fronted with the witness. That acensor 
might be his son, father, or the wife of 
his bosom, for all wore enjoined, undet 
tlie death-penalty, to inform the mqut- 
siturs of eveiy suspicious word which 
might fall from their neisrest relatives. 
The indictment being thus supported, 
the prisonei was tried by torture. The 
lack was the court of justice; the ert- 
minal's only advocate w as his fortitude 
— for the uomm.al counsellor, who was 
pcimlttcd no communication with the 
piisoncr, and was furnished neither 
with documems uor with power to 
piocure evidence, was a puppet, aggra- 
vating the lawlessness of the proceed- 
ings by the mockery of legal farms. 
The tortuie took place at miihiight, in 
a gloomy dungeon, dimly lighted by 
torches. The victim — whether man, 
matron, or tender virgin — was stripped 
naked and stretched upon the wooden 
bench. Water, weights, fires, pulleys, 
SCI ew s — all the appai atus by which ue 
sinews could be sti'oined without crack- 
ing, the btiiiea bruiacd without break- 
ing, and the body r.icked exquMtely 
without giving u^its ghost— was n^w 
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imt into (Wdration. IThe executioner^ who were immediately foliewed b; 
cawdoped m a black robe from he^ to the band of prisonerSi each attired in 
foutt with his eyes glaring at hia Tictim the horrible yet ludicrous maimer'^ 
thxbtigh holes cut m the hood whidi described. Then came the magistrates 
xaufSi^ his face, practised BUficesslvely and nobilify, the prela;^ and other 
bU tile forms of torture which the dignitaries of the Chif^h: the holy 
devihshingenuityof the monks had m- inquisitors, with their officials and 
vented. The imagination sickens when familiars, followed, all on horseback, 
striving to keep pace with these dread* witii tiie blood-red flag of tlie “ saci cd 
ful re^ties. Those who wish to in- office” waving above them, blazoned 
dulge their curiosity concerning the upon eit];ier side with the portr.ms 
det^ of the ^tem, may easily satisfy of Alexander and of Feidiuaud, the 
themstives at the present day. The pair of brothera who had establibhcd 
flood of light which has beeu poured the institution. After the procession 
upon the subject more than juatifles came the rabble. When all had 
the horror and tiie rebellion of the reached the neighbourhood of the 
Netherl&nders. scaffold, and had been arranged iii 

The period during which torture order, a sermon wns preached to tlin 
mi^ht he inflicted from day to day was assembled multitude. It was filled 
unlimit^ in duration. It could only with laudations of the Inquisition, and 
be terminated by confession ; so that with blasphemous revilings against the 
the scaffold was the sole refuge from condemned prisoners. Then the sen- 
the rack. Individuals have borne the tences were read to the individual vic- 
torture and the dungeon fifteen years, tims. Then tlie clergy chanted the 
and have been burned at the stake at fifty-first psalm, the whole vast throng 
last ^ ^ uniting m one ticmendousmiMvcre. If 

Execution followed confession, but a priest happened to be among the 
the number of condemned prisoners culprits, he was now stripped of the 
was allowed to accumulate, that a mul- canonicals which he hryl hitherto worn, 
titude of victims might grace each while his hands, lips, and shaven cron ii 
great gala-day. The auio-da-f^ was a were scraped with a bit of glass, by 
, solemn fcstivaL The monarch, the which process the oil of his consocia* 
high functionaries of the land, the tion was supposed to be removed. He 
reverend cl^gy , the populace, rcgaided was then throivn into the common herd 
it as an inspiring and dehghtful recreo* Those of the prisoners who were rccoii- 
tion. When the appointed morning cUed, and those whose execution nas 
airived, the victim was taken &om his not yet appointed, were now separated 
dungeon. He was then attirecT in a from the others. The rest wcie coui- 
yellow robe without sleeves, like a pelled to mount a scaffold, wheie the 
. ? T? embroidered all over executioner stood ready to conduct 
Ti-:— 1 ^^rge them to the fire. The inquisilura 

then delivered them into his hands, 
with an ironical request that he would 
deal with them tenderly, and without 
blood-letting -or injury. Those who 
remained stedfast to the last were 
then burned at the stake; they x,ho 
m the last extremity renounced tlicir 
faith wwe strangled before being 
thrown into the flames. Such w’a-i 
the Spanish, Inquisition — technically 
BO called. It was, according to the 
biographer of Philip the ‘^Second, a 
” heavenly remedy, a guardian angel 
^ Panidise, a lion's den in which 

Hamel And Afhor -iiiaf mAn AAiO.! niis. 


v-ijiwu iiuper mitre was pioceu upoi 
his head, upon which was representei 
a hunun being in the midst o£ flames 
suiTotmded by imps. His tongue wai 
thm psmfully gagged, so that he coul< 
ndtheiopennor shut ins mouth. Afte 
he was thus accoutred, and just os h 
leaving his cell, a breakfast, con 
Bating of every delicacy, was placer 
before him, and ho was urged, witl 
"^““politeness, to satistir his hun 
^ He was then led forth into th 
The procession wa 
sreat pSnp. It wa 
jl^hesded by the httle%ebSol chrldr-er 
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tain no injury, but in which perversa 
* unners were tom to pieces.” ^ It was 
a tribunal superior to all.himiim law, 
without apii^, and certainly owing no 
sllegiancs ti^^e powers of earth or 
heaven. Ifo^nnlc, high or humble, 
was safe from its jui-isdiction. I'he 
royal family wera not sacred, nor the 
pauper’s horeh Even death afford- 
ed no protection. The Holy Office 
invaded the prince in las palace 
and the beggar in his shroud. The 
corpses of dead heretics weie muti- 
lated and burned. The inquiBitors 
preyed upon carcases and rifled glares 
A gorgeous festival of the Holy Office 
had, as wo have seen, welcomed Philip 
to his native land. 'The news of these 
tremendous autes-dii-fe, in which so 
many illuatiious victims had been sao- 
ri fiord before their sovereign’s eyes, 
had reached the Hethcrlands almost 
simultaneously with the bulls creating 
the new bishoprics in the provinces. It 
was not likely that the measure would 
be renrlered more palatable by this in- 
telligence of the royal amusements.’ 

The Spaniih Inquisition had never 
ffourished in any soil but that of the 
peninsula. It is possible that the 
King and Granvelle wore sinceie in 
their protestations of entei tabling no 
intention of intioduoing it into the 
Netherlands, although the protesta- 
tions of such men are en^,^lod to but 
little weight. The truth was, that 
tho inquisition existed already in the 
provinces. It was the main object of 
the government to confirm and extend 
the institution. The Episcopal Inquisi- 
tion, as we have already seen, had been 
enlarged by the enormous increase in 

1 Logo do los leones do Daniel quo a los 
justos no hasen mal, si dc-pedaqon los ohsti- 
jiados nnpcnitentes pccadltres, remfho del 
eulo i Anget de la guaida del Paraieo,^ oto « 
Gabreia, v. 236 

s Bor, lit 113-110; who hod used tho 
works of his contompor.ines, Goiisalvo 
Montano and Giorgio Nigniio; Hoofd, 1 30- 
34 Compare Lloreiito, Hist Crit. do I'ln- 
qiiis., partioiilarly t chap 8 and 0, and iv. 
0. 46 ; Von^r Vynokt, i. 206-233; Hopper, 
p II e. 9; wrot Ann , i. 14, 16 

s Histiwo dos cauaoa do fa ddsimfon, rt- 
voltcs ot alterations des Fays-Bas dopuls 
I’abdication do Charlos Quint on 1^5 Juaqu't 
la mort du Prince do-Parmo on 1692. Far 
hfessiig Bonom do Fiauce, Chovalioi', Belg- 


in itin'rovmces. 

the number of bishops, each of whom 
was to he head inquisitor in his diocese, 
with two special inquisitors ui^er 
him. With this apparatus and mth 
the edicts, as already described, it 
might seem that enough bad already 
been done for the suppression of 
heresy. But more had been dona 
A regular Papal Iiiqiiisit’oiialsoexisted 
in the Netherlands. 'This establish- 
ment, like the edicts, was the gift of 
Charles the Fifth. A woi-d of intro- 
duction is here again necessary — nor 
let the reader deem that too much 
time IS devoted to this painful subject. 
On the central y, no definite idea can 
be formed as to the character of the 
Nctheiland revolt without a thorough 
uudcrbtandmg of this great cause — 
the religious persecution in which the 
country had lived, breathed, and had 
its bemg, for half a century, and in 
which, had the rebellion not broken 
out at last, the population must have 
been either exterminated or entirely 
embruted. The few years which are 
immediately to occupy us in the pre- 
sent and succeeding chapter, present 
the countiy in a daily inci easing fer- 
ment fi om the action of causes which 
had existed long before, but which 
received an additional stimulus as the 
policy of tho new reign developed 
itself. 

Previously to the accession of 
Charles Y , it cannot he said that an 
inqijjsition had ever been established 
in the piovinces. Isolated instances 
to the contrary, adduced by the canon- 
ists who gave their advice to Margaret 
of Parma, rather proved the absence 
than the existence of the system.' 

noiir do NoycIIcs, President d’Artois. — 118, 
Bibl do Bourgogne, 1. chap 5. et 7. 

Tins importont historical work, by a noble 
of the Walloon provmcee, and a coutcinporaty 
of the events be desenboa, has never been 
published. XhodistmEndshcdM Dumortier, 
of tho "Commission ltoy,i1c d’Histome,” has 
long promised an efhtioii which wmnob fall 
to be as satisfactory os le.iniiug end expe- 
ncnco can make it. Tho work is of con- 
siderable singth, in five manuaeript folio 
volumes. It was ivntton mainly from the 
papers of Cciutoillgr d'Assonlevllle. Tho 
EdmoBt complete reflations of state sen^a 
lu the inestimable publicatuniB of the Siinan- 
eas Correspondence^ tw M, Gacbord, bos 
deprived tbs work, however, of a huge per- 
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In the reign of Philip the Qood, the 
Ticar of the inqvusitor-geneTal gave 
■emence againet some heretics, rrho 
were humed in Lille (1448). In 1459, 
Pierre Trouaeart, a Jacobin monk, con* 
demned many IValdenses, together with 
Bome leading citizens of Artois, accnsed 
of sorcery and heresy. He did this, 
however, as inquisitor for the Bishop 
of Arras, so that it was an act of Epis- 
copal, and not Paprd Inquisition.^ In 
gmieral, when inquisitors were wanted 
in the provinces, it was necessary to 
borrow them frem Prance or Germany. 
The exigencies of persecution making 
a domestic staff desirable, Charles the 
Fif^, in the year 1.522, applied to his 
ancient tutor, whom he had placed on 
the papal throne.^ 

Charles had, however, already, in the 
previous year, appointed Francis Van 
dsr Hulst to be mquiaitor-generol for 
the Netherlands.’ This man, whom 
Kraamns called a “wonderful enemy 
to learning,” was also provided with 
a coadjutor, Nicholas of Egmond by 
name, a Carmelite monk, who was cha- 
racterised by the same authoiity as “ a 
madman armed with a sword.” The 
inquisitor-general received full powers 
to cite, arrest, imprison, torture heie- 
ticB without observing the ordinary 
forms of law, and to cause his sen- 
tences to he executed without appeal.^ 
He was, however, in pronouncing defi- 
nite judgments, to tidre the advice of 
Iianrens, president of the grand council 
of Mechlin, a coarse, cruel, and igno- 
rant man, who “ hated learning with a 
more thrm deadly hatred,”’ and who 
might certainly be relied upon to sus- 
tain tbe severest judgments which the 
inquisitor might fulminate. Adrian 
accordmgly commissioned Van der 
Hulst to he universal and general in- 
quisitor for all the Netherlands*’ At 


the same time it was expressly stated 
that his functions were not to super- - 
sede those exercised by the bishops as 
inquisitors in their owiu^^s. Thus 
the Papal Inquisition established 
in the provinces. Yiuf der Hulst, a 
person of infamous chsa'acter, was not 
the man to render the institution loss 
odiona than it was by its nature. Be- 
fore he had fulfilled his duties tin. 
years, hoVover, he was degraded from 
his office by the Emperor for haiiiig 
foiged a document.’ In 1525, Biic- 
dens, Houseau, and Coppin wei e con- 
fiimed hy Clement the Seventh as in- 
quisitors in the room of Van der Hulst. 
In 1537 Euard Tapper and Michael 
Dmtius were appointed hy Paul the 
Third, on the decease of Coppin, the 
other two remaining in office. The 
powers of the papal inquisitors b.id 
been gradually extended, -and they 
were, by 1515, not only entirely iiiclo- 
pendent of the Episcopal Iiiqiiisitioii, 
but had acquired light of jurisdiction 
over bishops and aichbishops, whom 
they were empowered to arrest and im- 
prison. They had also received and 
oxoiciaod the privilege of appointing 
delegates, or sub-inquisitors, on tlicir 
own authority. Mwh of the iioik 
was, indeed, performed hy these olli- 
dala, the most notorious of whom wci u 
Barbier, De Monte, Titehnann, Fahiy, 
Compo de ^n, and Stryen.’ In 1545, 
and again m 1550, a stringent set of 
instructions was drawn up by the Em- 
peror for the guidance of these papal 
inquisitors. A glance at their context 
shews that the establishment was not 
mtended to be on empty form. 

They were empowered to inquire, 
proceed ngamst, and chastise all heie, 
tioE^ all persons suspected of heiesy, 
and their protectors.® Accompanied 
by a notary, they were to collect writ- 


tioa of Its value Ou the subject of national 
pohticB and the general condition of the 
country, the writer cannot for a moment be 
ramped to Bor, in erudition, patienco, or 
wneoB of detail He is a warm Catholic, 
hut tee style has not a tithe of^tho vividly 
™^ptwe and almost dramatic power of 
J^tuBPayen, another 'nntempoinry Ciitlio- 
Ua twtenen, who well tUeorves puhlicatlon. 
il‘“'»hdeP™ccMs,uhlBV 
iDid. mtM^ction to Gfusbark Corre- 
> de Phflippo IL, vol. i. 


^ ByooTnimsBiOD, 23d April, 1522, GochKrd. 
iQtroauction Philippe II , cix 

* Gochord Introduction, eta, clx. 

* Expression of Erasmus Brandt. Refor- 
matao, 1 93 

* By brief, June, 1523. Qacluude Iutr<i<L 
Phihppo II , I cxl 

Gachard. Introduction Philippe II., 1 

* Ibid^oxw. 

* Bee the instructions in Vander Hncr, t 
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ten infoTtnation concerning ever? par- 
,<8on in the provinces, "infected or 
vehemently suspected.” .They were 
authorised'^^ summon all subjects of 
his Majesty, ”)^tever their rank, qua- 
lity, or statior; and to compel them to 
give evidence, or to commumcate sus- 
picions. They were to punish all who 
pertuiacioasly refused such depositions 
with death. The Emperor commanded 
his presidents, judges, sheritb, and all 
other judicial executive officers to 
render all “ assistance to the inquisi- 
tors and their familiars in their holy 
and pious Inquisition, whenever re- 
quiied so to do," on pain of hsing 
punished as encour.agers of heresy — 
that IS to say, with death. AVhenever 
the inquisitors should be satisfied as to 
the heresy of ouy individual, they were 
to order his arrest and detention by the 
judge of the place, or by others aibi- 
tra^y to be selected by them. The 
judges or persons thus chosen were 
enjomed to fulfil the order, on pain of 
being punished as protectors of heresy 
— that is to say, with death, by sword 
or fire. If the prisoner were an eccle- 
siastic, the mquisitor was to deal sum- 
marily with the case, “ without noise or 
form in the process — selecting an im- 
perial councillor to render the sentence 
of absolution or condemuatiou.”t If 
the prisoner were a lay person, the 
uiqmsitor was to order ftis punish- 
ment, accoiduig to the edicts, by the 
council of the province. In case of 
lay persons suspected but not convic- 
ted of heresy, the inquistor was to 
proceed to their chastisement, "with 
the advice of a counsellor or some other 
expert” In conclusion, the Emperor 
or^red the “inquisitors to make it 
known that they were not doing their 
own work, but that of Christ, and to 
persuade all persons of this fact.”* 
This clause of their instruction seemed 
difficult of accomplishment, fur no 
reasonable person could doubt that 
Christ, hod he re-appeared in human 
form, would have been instantly oru- 

If 

1 ■' Buminatlm el de piano sms figura et 
Sti-epitu Judicu ot processu instructo,” etc. 
— Vouder Haer, 168. . 

a "In hoc pnecipue laborabunb mictl in- 
qnisitoies— — ut omnibus persuadoont, so 


cified again, or burned alive in any 
place witiun the domimons of Charles 
or Philip. The blasphemy with w^ch 
the name of Jesus was used by auch 
men to sanctify all these nameless hor- 
rors, is certainly not the least of their 
crimes. 

In addition to these instructionB, a 
special edict had been issued on the 26th 
April 1550, accordmg to which ell judi- 
ciffi officers, at the requisition of the in- 
quisitors, were to render them all assist- 
ance m the execution of their office, by 
arresting and detaining all persons sus- 
pected of heresy, according to the m- 
structions issued to said mqiiisitors; 
and this, notwithstanding any privUeges 
or charters io the contrary.^ In short, 
tlie inqiusitors were not subject to the 
civil authority, but the civil authority 
to them. The imperial edict em- 
powered thorn “ to chastise, degrade, 
denounce, and deliver over heretice to 
the secular judges for punishment; to 
make use of gaols, and to make arrests, 
without ordinary warrant, but merely 
with notice given to a eingle counsel- 
lor, who was obliged to give sentence ac- 
coding to their desire, without applica- 
tion to the ordinary judge.”'* 

These instructions to the inquisitors 
bad been renewed and confirmed by 
Philip, in the very first month of hts 
reign‘ (2Sth Nov. 1555). As in the 
case of the edicts, it had been thought 
desirable by Granveile to make use of 
the ^ipposed magic of the Emperor’s 
name to hallow the whole maohinery 
of persecution. The action of the sye- 
tern dming the greater part of thoim- 
jferial period had been terrible. Suf- 
fered for a tune to languish during the 
French war, it hadlatdy been renewed 
with additional vigour. Among all the 
inqmsitoiB, the name of Petn Titel- 
majin was now pre-eminent. He exe- 
cuted hie infamous functions through- 
out Flaudoi-s, Doiiay, and Toumay, the 
most tlirivmg and populous portions 
of the Nctheilands, with a swiftness, 
precision, and even with a jocuhuiiy 


non qiue sua 8imt,aBed quee sunt Chrlsti 
qumroKi, boo sblumTOnartes.'*— V. d. Bner 
17S, ' 

* Bnmdt, Hist. Befbnnatis, 1. 168. 
a Netereu, U. 37. * Vonder ’Baiw, 176. 
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Trhich hardly seemed hvunan. There 
was a kmd o{ grim humour about the 
SiS^ ContempoTary chronicles give a 
ptctuie of him as of some grotesque 
yet terrible goblin, careering through 
the country by night or 'day, alone, on 
horseback, smiting the trembling pea- 
sants on the head with a great club, 
spreading dismay far and wide, drag- 
ging suspected persona from their fire- 
sides or their beds, and thrusting them 
into dungeons, arresting, torturing, 
strangling, burning, with hardly the 
shadow of warrant, information, or pro- 
cess.^ 

The secular aheriff, familiarly called 
Red-Rod, from the colour of his wand 
of office, meeting this inquisitor Titel- 
mann one day upon the high road, 
thus wonderingly sddressed him: — 
“How can yen venture to go about 
alone, or at most with an attendant or 
two, arresting jieaple on every side, 
while I dare not attempt to execute 
my office, except at the head of a 
etrong force, armed in proof ; and then 
only at the peril of my life ?" 

“Ah I Red-Rod,” answered Peter, 
jocosely, “ you deal with had people. 
I have notong to fear, for I seize 
only the innocent and virtuous, who 
make no resistance, and let themselves 
be taken hka lambs,” 

“Mighty well,” saidtheother; “hut 
if you arrest all the good people and I 
all the bod, 'tis difficult to say who in 
the world is to escape ohastieempnt.”® 
The reply of the inquisitor has not 
been recorded, hut there is no doubt 
that he jiroceeded like a etrong man to 
run his day* s course. 

He was the most active of all the 
agents in the religious persecution at 
the epoch of which we are now treat- 
ing, but he had been inquisitor for 
niany years. The martyrology of the 
provmces reeks with his murders. Ho 
burned men for idle woids or sus- 
pected^ tboughts; he rarely waited, 
fording to his frank confession, for 
deeds. Hearing once th^ a certain 
** passim Kock, 

ubs xliBbi derBctormatiO 1, 288, 
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Bohoolmaster, named Qeleyn dcMuler, 
of Audenarde, “was addUud to read- ^ 
ing the Bible" lie summoned the cul- 
prit before him and aerated him of 
heresy. The schoalmaej& claimed, if 
he were guiliy of any crime, to be 
tried before the judges of his toim, 
“Yon are my prisoner,” said Titcl- 
mann, “and are to answer me and 
none other.” The inquisitor pro- 
ceeded accordingly to catechise bun, 
snd soon satisfi^ himself of the 
schoolmaster’s heresy. He command- 
ed him to make immediate recanta- 
tion. The schoolmaster refused, “ 1 )n 
you not love your wife and children ’ ” 
asked the demoniac Titelmann. “ God 
knows,” answered the heretic, “that 
if the whole world were of gold, and 
my own, I would give it all only to 
have them with me, even had I to live 
on bread and water and in bondage ” 
“You have then,” answered the in- 
quisitor, “ only to renounce the error 
of your opinions.” “Neither for 
wife, childien, nor all the world, can 
I reiiouiico my God and religion? 
truth,” answered the prisoner. There- 
upon Titelmann sentenced him to tlie 
stake. He was strangled, and then 
thrown into the flsmes. * 

At about the same time, Thomas 
Calherg, tapestry weaver, of Tournay, 
within the jurisdiction of the same 
inquisitor,.*’ was convicted of liaiin',' 
copied some hymns from a boni: 
printed in Geneva He was hunicd 
alive.* Another man, whose name has 
perished, was hacked to death nitli 
seven blows of a rusty sword, in 
presence of his wife, who was so 
horror-stricken that she died on the 
spot before her husband.^ His ciime, 
to be sure, was Anabaptism, the moat 
deadly offenoe in the calendar. In 
the same year, one "Walter Kapell was 
burned at the stake for heretical opi- 
nions ® He was a man of some pro- 
perty, and beloved by the poor people 
of pixmuyde, in Flandeis, where he 
resided, for his many charities, A 

‘Hist dcs Marty 10, f 227, oUvii ; imud 
Brandt, 1 . J68. * Brandt, 1. 100. 
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poor idiot, who had heen often fed by 
^ bounty, called out to the inquiai- 
tor’a Buifflltema, as they hound hia 
patron to^the atate, "To are bloody 
murderera; t^at man has done no 
wrong; but mas given me bread to 
eat." With these words, he cast him- 
self headlong into the dames to peiish 
with hia piotector, but was with difS- 
culty rescued by the of&cera.^ A day 
or two afterwards, he mad* his way 
to the stake, where the half-burnt 
skeleton of Walter Kapell stiU re- 
mained, took the body upon his 
shoulders, and carried it through the 
streets to the house of the chief bur- 
gomaster, whcie several other magis- 
trates happened then to bo in session. 
Forcing his way into their presence, 
he laid his burden at their feet, crying, 
“ Thera, murderers ' ye have eaten his 
fledi, now eat his bones 1"^ It has 
not been recorded whether Titelmann 
sent him to keep company with his 
friend in the next world. The fate of 
so obscure a vicUm could hardly find 
room on the crowded pages rf the 
Netherland martyrdom. 

This kind of work, which went on 
doily, did not increase the love of the 
peo^e for the Inquisition or tlie edicts. 
It terrified many, but it inspired more 
with that noble resistance to oppres- 
sion, particularly to religious oppres- 
sion, which is the subliiqpst instinct 
of hiim.an nature. Men confronted 
the terrible inquisitors with a courage 
equal to their cnielty. At Toumay, 
one of tlie chief cities of Titelmann’s 
district, and almost before his eyes, 
one Bertrand le Bias, a velvet manu- 
facturer, committed what was held 
an almost incredible crime. Having 
begged his wife and children to pray 
for a blessing upon whet he was about 
to undertake, he went on Christmas- 


day to the Cathedral of Toumay, and 
stationed himself near the altar. 
Having awaited the moment in v^ch 
the priest held on high the consecrated 
host, Le Bias then forced hia way 
through the crowd, snatched the vrafer 
from the hands of the astonished eccle- 
siastic, and broke it into bits, crying 
aloud, os he did so, “ klisguided men, 
do yo take this thing to be Jesus 
Christ, your Lord and Saviour?” With 
these words, he threw the fragments 
on the ground and trampled them 
with his feet.’* The amazement and 
horror were so universal at such an 
appalling offence, that not a finger 
was raised to arrest the criming. 
Fnests and congregation were alike 
paralysed, so that he would have 
found no difficulty in making his 
escape. He did not stir, however ; he 
had come to the church determined to 
execute what he considered a sacicd 
duty, and to abide the consequences. 
After a time he was apprehended. 
The inquisitor demanded if he re- 
pented of what he had done. He 
protested, on the contrary, that he 
gloried in the deed, and that he would 
die 0 - hundred deaths to i-escue from 
such daily profanation the name of 
his Redeemer, Christ. He was then 
put thrice to the torture, that he 
might be forced to reveal biz accom- 
plices. It did not seem in human 
power for one man to accomplish such 
a d^ed of darkness without confede- 
rates. Bertrand had none, however, 
and could denounce none. A frantic 
sentence was then devised as a feeble 
punishment for so much wickedness. 
He was dragged on a hurdle, with his 
mouth closed with an iron gag, to tile 
market-place. Here his nght hand 
and foot were burned and twisted off 
between two red-hot irons. His 


1 Hist, der Doopsz. Mart , 220, iL S40 ; 
npiid Brandt, j. 167 * Ibid. 

* Histoii-e des Martyrs, f 360, cxcv. : 
apud Brandt, i. 171, 172. It may bo well 
supposed that tins would bo regarded as a 
crime of almost mconccivable magnitude. 
It was doflth even to refuse to kneel m the 
streets when the wafer was ciuTied by, 
Thus, for example, a poor huckster, named 
Simon, at Bergen-op-Zoom, wbev neglected 
to prostrate himself before his booth at the 
pasaa|o of the host, was immedlitoly 


bunicd Instanecs of the same punishment 
for that ofroiico might be muftiphed. In 
this particular case, it is rt-corded that the 
slicnlT who was present at the execution 
was so much ailectcd by the couioge and 
fervour of the siuiple-nnudod victim, that 
ho w*ciit homo, took to his bed, becomo 
delirious, ci-ying constimtly. Ah, Blmoul 
Simon I and diea nuseiably, ‘'notwith- 
standing all that the monks coiild db to 
cmisolo him,"Vfhst. dos Doopsg. Mart, il. 
SW, ecxxx. ; ^mdBraiidi; J. 167. 
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tongnio was tiien tom out by the 
roo&^ and because be still endea- 
Yomd to call upon the name of Ood, 
the ffon gag wae again apj^liod. AYith 
his arms and legs fastened together 
bddnd bis back, he was then hooked 
by the middle of his body to an iron 
chain, and made to swing to and ^ 
over a slow bre till he \vaa entirely 
roasted. His life lasted almost to the 
end of these ingenious tortures, but 
bis fortitude la^d as long as bis 
life,i 

In the nest year, Titelmann caused 
one Robert Ogier, of Byssel, in 
Flanders, to be arrested, together \7ith 
bis wife and two sons. Tbelr crime 
consisted m not going to mass, and in 
practising private worship at home. 
They comessed the offence, for they 
protested that they could not endure to 
see the profanation of their Saviouris 
name in the idolatrous sacramente. 
Tb^^ were asked what rites they 
practised in their own house. One of 
the sons, a mere boy, answered, " Wc 
fall on our hnce-j, and pray to God 
that He may enlighten our heaits, and 
forgive our Bins, "We pray for our 
Bovereign, that his roign may be pros- 
perous, and his life peaceful. AVe 
also pray for the mogistmtcs and 
others m authority, that G<»d may 
protect and preserve them alL” The 
boy's simple eloquence drew tears 
even from the eyes of some of his 
judges; for the inquisitor had placed 
the case before the civil tribunaL The 
father and eldest son were, however, 
condemned to the flames ** 0 God 1 ’ ’ 
prayed the youth at the stake, « Eter- 
nal Father, accept tho saci itice of our i 
hves, in the name of Thy beloved 
Son.” “ Thou best, scouudiei fiercely 
I mternsj^d a motik, who was ligliting 
theflre; ^^God is not your father, y® 
are the devil’s childien” As the 
flames rose about them, the boy cned 
out once mure, “ Look, my father, all 
is opening, and I see ten hun- 
gred thousand angels rejoic ing over 
MartjTs, S56. oxw. ; npud 

h IvSi quj wnl 

^ » Biaudl, I. 259. *' 
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us. Let us Le glad, for \re are dying 
for tho truth.” “ Thou lieat ! thou 
liesti" again Bcreomed the monk, 
“all hell 13 opening, and see ten 

thousand devils th^toy^ you intu 
eternal fire.” Eight days aftenvatd-,, 
the wife of Ogier and his other son 
iveie burned; so that there was an enJ 
of that family.^ 

Such are a few isolated specimens uf 
the manner of proceeding in a single 
district of tho Netherlands. The in- 
quisitor Titelmann certainly doscvvoil 
his terrible reputation. Men calle.l 
him Saul the Peisecutor, and it w.n 
well known that he had been originally 
tamted with the heresy wduch he luiL, 
for BO many years, been fiuiously ch.is- 
tismg.® At tho epoch which now en- 
gages onr attention, he felt atiinulateil 
by the avowed policy of the govern- 
ment to fresh exeitions, by wlucli all 
his previous achievements should be 
oast luto the shade. In one day lie 
bioke into a house in Byssel, seueil 
John de Swaite, his wife and foin 
child! on, together with two newlj- 
niiu 1 led couples, and two other poi soiin 
eoimcted them of reading the Bil Ic, 
and of praying in their own doors, ami 
had them all immediately burned ‘ 

Aie these thmge related merely to 
excite superfluous horror? Aio the 
sufferings of these obscure Christians 
beneath th^gmty of history* Is it 
not better to deal with murder and 
oppression m the abstract, witliout 
entering mto tiivul details ? The 
answer is, that these tlimgs arc tlio 
history of the Netherlands at this 
epoch; that these hideous details fui- 
nish the causes of that immense moi o- 
ment, out of which a great republic 
was bom and an ancient tyranny de- 
Stioyed; and V^it Caidmal GranvoBo 
was ridiculous when he asserted that 
the people would not open theii- mouths 
if the Bcigmors did not make such a 
noise. Because tho great lords “ owed 
thM very souls”® — because convulsions 
might help to pay their debts, and fur- 

»^t. des Moi-tyrs, 233 8SB,.387, SSS; 
spud Brandt,! 103-197. 1 , oo», 

a Jacobus Kok. Vadotlandseho Woow 
doubook, t, 27; art. Titaliuatm. 
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dish forth their masquerades and han- 
..iquets — because the Prince of Orange 
was ambi^ous^ and Bgmont jealous of 
the CardionJ — therefore superficial 
writers founi^t quite natural that ihe 
country should be disturbed, although 
tliat “vile and mischievous animal, the 
people,” might have no objection to a 
contmuance of the eystem which had 
been at work so long. On tb e contraiy, 
it was exactly because the vovement 
was a popular and a religious move- 
ment that it will always retain its place 
among the most important events of 
history. Signified documents, state 
papers, solemn treaties, aie often of no 
more value than the lambskin on which 
they are engrossed. Ten thousand 
nameless viotiiiia, in the cause of re- 
ligious and civil freedom, may build 
up great states and altci the aspect of 
whole contiiiouts. 

The nobles, no doubt, were conspi- 
cuous, and it is well for the cause of 
the right that, as m the eaily hours of 
Engli^ liberty, the croim and mitie 
were opposed by the baron's swoid and 
shield. Had all the seigmors made 
common cause with Philip and Gian- 
voile, instead of setting their breasts 
against the Inquisition, the cause of 
truth andhberty would hare been still 
more despeiate. Nevertbeless they 
were diiected and controlled, under 
Piovidciioe, by bumblei,* but moie 
powerful agencies than thefr own. 

Hoi is it, perhaps, always better to 
roly upon obstiact phiasoology to 
produce a necessary impi cssion. Upon 
some minds, declamation concemiiig 
liberty of conscience and religious 
tyranny makes but avagueimpiession, 
while an effect may be pioduced upon 
them, for example, by a dry, concrete, 
cjuiical entry in an accqpnt book, such 
as the following, taken at hazard fiom 
the register of municipal expenses at 
Tommy, during the years with which 
we are now occupied ^ 

“ To Mr Jacques Barra, executioner, 
for having tortured, twice. Jeon do 
Lannoy, ^ sous. 

” To the same, for having Okecuted, 

1 GaohuTd, Bapport Goncemont lea Ar- 
chives do lalle, 8T» ^ 

3 find. 
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by fire, said Lannoy, sixty sous. For 
having thrown his cinders into the 
river, ei^t sous.” “ . 

This was the treatment to wmch 
thousands had been subjected in the 
provinces. Men, women, and children 
were burned, and their "cinders” 
thrown away, for idle words against 
Borne, spoken yeais before,^ for pray- 
ing alone in tbeir closet^ for not 
kueelmg to a wafer when they met it 
in the streets, * for thoughts to which 
they had never given utterance, but 
wbieb, on inquiry, they were too 
honest to deny. Certainly with this 
woik gomg on year after year in every 
city in the Hetberhmds, and now set 
into renewed and vigorous action by a 
man who wore a crown only that he 
might the better torture bis fellow- 
crc.iti'rcs. it was time that the veiy 
stones in the stieets should be moved 
to iiratmy. 

Thub it may bo seen of how much 
value were the protestations of Philip 
and of Qranvclle, on which much stress 
has latterly been laid, that it was not 
their intention to introduce tlie Spanish 
Inquisition. With the edicts and the 
Hetherland Inquisition, such as wo 
have described them, the step was 
hardly necessary. 

In fact, the main difference between 
the tw'o institutions consisted in the 
gi cater efficiency of the Spanish in dis- 
covering such of its victims as were 
disposed to deny their faith. Devised 
oiig&ally for more timorous and less 
conscientious mfidels who were often 
disposed to skulk in obscure places, 
and to renounce without really aban- 
doning their errors, it was provided 
with a set of venomous familial's who 
ghded through every chamber and 
coded themselves at every fireside. 
The secret details of each household 
in the realm being therefore known to 
the Holy Office and to the monarch, 
no infidrt or heretic could escape dis- 
covery. This invisible maebinery was 
less requisite for the Hetherlanda. 
There was comparatively little diffi- 
culty in ferreting out the "vermin”* 

s Bi'andt, i 248. 

a Ibid , i. 

. s Bonom do Snmos, L IS. MS. 
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to use os^ression of a Walloon their ‘bidding. The reader knows wb-it 

hiatorian of that age — bo that it waa the edicts were. He knows also the in- ^ 
onl y to mp-iT^tain in good structions to^the corps of Panal inqni- 

wcoffittg order the apparatus for de- sitoi's, delivered by CharlMtfhid Philip, 
stroying the noxious creatures when He knows that Philip, person 

unearthed. The heretics of the pro- and by letter, done his utmost to 
vinces assembled at each other’s houses shiurpen those instructions, during the 
to practise those rights described in latter portion of his sojourn in the 
m ipb fliiTi plft1a ng»«g ftby Thiidwin Qffler, Hetherlands. Fourteen now bibhops, 
and denounced under such horrible each with two special inquisitors uiicW 
penalties by the edicts. The inquisi* him, had o<1bo been appointed to cany 
torial system of Spain was hardly out the great work to which the so- 
necessaiy for men who Imd but little veteign had consecrated his existence 
prudence in concealing, and no inclina- The manner in which the hiuitcis ot 
tion to disavow their creed. ''It is heretics performed their ofllce 1ms 
quite a laughable matter,” wrote Gran- been exemplified by sbghtly bhctch- 
velle, who occasionally took a comic ing the career of a aingle one of the 
view of the Inquisition, "that the King sub-inquisitors, Peter Titelmann. The 
should send us depositions made in monarch and his ministers scarcely 
Spain by which we are to hunt for needed, therefore, to transplant the 
heretics here, as if we did not know of peninsular exotic. Wliy should they 
thousands already. Would that I had doso^ Philip, who did not often siy 
08 many douhloona of ftnniin.1 income,” a great deal in a few words, once ex* 
he added, "as theie are public and pressed the whole truth of the maitcc 
professed heretics in the provinces m a single sentence : " IVherefore m> 
No doubt the Inquisition was in such troduce the Spanish Inquisition V* said 
eyes a most desirable establishment, he; "the Inquisition 
" To speak without passion,” says the is much more than that oj 


Walloon,"th 0 Inquisition well adiniuis- 
tered is a laudable institution, and not 


Spain 

Such ivas the system of religioas 


less ncceasary than all the other offices persecution commenced by Chailen, 
of spirituality and temporality belong- and perfected by Philip. The King 
ing both to the hi&hops and to the com- could not claim ^e merit of the iii\ cn 
missioners of the Homan see.” ^ The tion, which justly belonged to tho 
Papal and Episcopal establishments, Emperor. ,h.t the same time, lus ic* 
in oo-operation with the edicts, were sponsibilify for the unutterable noa 
enough, if thoroughly exercis^ and caused hy the continu:mce of the 
completely extended. The edicts atone scheme is not a jot duninished. There 
were sufficient. " The edicts and the was a time when the whole sy&tcm 
Inquisition are one and the same hod fallen into comparative desuetude, 
thmg,”® said the Prmco of Orange, The It was utterly abhorrent to the in&li- 
ciicumstance, that the civil authorlti^ tutions and the manners of the Nctlicr- 
TTcre not as entirely superseded by the landers. Even a great number of the 
Hetherland as hy the Spanish system. Catholics in the provinces were avoibO 
was rather a difierenco of form than of to it. Many o? the leading grandees, 
fact. Wo have seen that the secular every one of whom was Catholic, wore 
officers of justice were at the command foremost in denouncing its continu- 
^ the inquisitors. Sheriff, gaoler, ance. In short, the Inquisition had 
judge, and hangman, were all required, been partially endured, but never ac- 
under the most terrible penalties, to do cepted. Moi cover, it b ^d never been 
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introduce into Luxembuig or Qrdn- 
ingen.^ In Gelderlzmd it had been 
''prohibited by the treaty® through 
which thaiT voTiuce had been annexed 
to the Bmpivs’s dominions, and it had 
been uniform^ and successfully re- 
sisted in Brabant. Thereforoj although 
Philip, taking the artful advice of 
Granvelle,had sheltered liimaelf under 
the Emperor’s name by re-enacting, 
word for woid, his decrees, j and re- 
issuing his ins^uctions, he cannot be 
allowed any such piotcction at the bar 
of history. 

Already, in the beginning of 1562, 
Granvello was extremely unpopular. 
“ The Caidinal is hated of all men,” 
wrote Sir Thom.aa Giesham.* The 
great struggle between him and the 
leading nobles had already commenced. 
The people justly identified him with 
the w'hole infamous machinery of per- 
secution, which ho had either origi- 
nated or warmly made his own. Viglius 
and Borlaymont were his creatures. 
IVith the other members of the state- 
council, according to their solemn 
statement, already recorded, ho did 
Cot deign to consult, while he affected 
to hold them responsible for the mea- 
emns of the admmistration. Even the 
Begcnt herself complained that the 
Carding took affairs ^uite out of her 
hands, and that he decided upon many 
important matters wlthou's her cog- 
nisance.^ She already begftn to feel 
heiself the puppet which it had been 
intended she should become ; she al- 
ready felt a diminution of the respect- 
ful attachment for the ecclesiastic 
which had inspired her when she pro- 
cured his red hat. 

Granvelle was, however, most re- 
solute in carrying out the intentions 
of his master. We h^e seen how 

1 Qachard. hitrodaction to Fhihppe II , 
L 183, IV. 

« Ibid. 

* Burgon, 11. 807. 

< Fapiers d'Etat, vi 543-54S. 

* Dom I'Evesiiue IlOmoIres, L 308-808. 

* Filers d'Etat. vii 75 

T ^^Hlstoi^descOioseslcsplusmOmorables 
qni SG sent passeea eii la villo at OomptO do 
Valenciennes depuie le commonoement doa 
troubles dee Paye-Bas sons le rOane de Flnl 
II , Jiist^u* t l^annOo 1021.” — US yCullcct. 
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vigorously he had already set himself 
to the inauguration of the new bishop- 
rics, despite of opposition and ohloqnv. 
He was now encouraging or rehiilcmg 
the inquisitors in their “ pious ofiice ” 
throughout aU the provinces. Not- 
withstanding his exertions, however, 
heresy continued to spread. In the 
Walloon provinces the infection was 
moat prevalent, while judges and exe- 
cutioners were appalled by the mutin- 
ous demonstrations which each succes- 
sive sacrifice provoked. The victims 
were cheered on their way to the 
scaffold. The hymns of Marot w-ere 
suug in the veiy faces of the inquisi- 
tors. Two ministers, Faveau and Mal- 
lart, were particularly conspicuous at 
this moment at Valencienneas. The 
governor of the province, klaiquis 
Berghen, was constantly absent^ for 
he hated with his whole soul the sys- 
tem of peraocution. For this negh- 
geiice Granvelle denounced him secret- 
ly and peipotually to Philip.* “The 
IMarquis says openly,” said the Cardinal, 
“ that ’tis not right to shed blood for 
matters of faith. With such men to 
aid us, your Majeety can judge how 
much progress wo can make.”* It 
was, however, important, in Granrelle’s 
opinion, that these two ministers at 
Valenciennes should be at once put to 
death. They were avowed heretics, 
and they preached to their disciples, 
although they certainly were not 
doctors of divinity. Moreover, thej 
were Accused, most aheurdly, no doubt, 
of pretending to work miracles. It 
was said that, in piesence of several 
witnesses, they had undertaken to cast 
out devils; aud they had been appre- 
hended ou an accusation of this nature.® 
Their offence really consisted in read- 
ing tlie Bible to a few of their friends. 

Tbis is a oonlcmpOTary miuiureript belong- 
to the Gerard collection in tho Boyal 
rsry at the Hague. Its author w.ib a 
oiticcn of Valoucicimcs, olid a personal wit- 
ness of most of tho events which he describe 
no appears to have attained to a great age. 
as ho minutely narrates, from personal 
ohscivation.amony scenes which occuned 
heforo 1533. and nis woik la continued till 
tho year 1031 It is • more sketch, without 
inucn literary ment, hut containing mcfj 
loc.al auccdores V Interoat. Its anonymous 
author was a ve4 sincere CatboUa 
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OiaiiYelle^BeDt Philibert de Bruxelles I 
to yolenoieimee to procure their ita- 1 
me^te coudenmation and execution.^ 
Hi* rebuked the judges and Inquiei- 
tcn^ he Bent express oiders to Hlarquis 
Bergen to repair at once to the scene 
of Ins duties. The prisoners were con- 
tinued in the autumn of 1561. The 
magistrates weie, hor/ever, afraid to 
carry the sentence into effect * Gran- 
Telle did not cease to censure them 
for their pusillanimity, and wrote al- 
most daily letteis accusing the magis- 
tratee of being themselves the cause of 
the tumults by which they were ap- 
psUed. The popular commoticn was, 
however, not lightly to be braved. 
Sis or seven months long the culprits 
remained in confinement, while daily 
and nightly the people crowded the 
streets, hurting threats and defiance 
at the authorities, or pressed about 
the prison wmdowa, encouraging their 
beloved miniateTS, and promising to 
rescue them in case the attempt should 
be made to fulfil the sentence.* At 
last Granvelle sent don ii a poiemptory 
order to esoouto the oulpnts by fire 
On the 27tU of April 1502, Ibveau 
and Mallart were accordingly taken 
from their gaol and earned to the 
market-place, where arrangements had 
been made for burning them. Simon 
Paveau, as the executioner waa bindmg 
him to the etake, uttered the invo- 
cation, “O' Eternal Father!''* A 
woman in the crowd, at Ihe same 
instant, took off her shoe, and th. 3 w it 
at the funereal pile.* This was a pre- 
concerted signal. A movement was at 
once visible in the crowd. Men in 
great numbers dashed upon the harriers 
which had been erected in the squaie 
aroimd the place of execution. Some 
seized the fagots, which had been 
ahoady lighted, aud scattered them in 
every direction; some toio up the 
pavements; others broke in pieces tbs 
bamers. The executioners were pre- 
vented from carrying out the sentence, 


lliibA 

but the guard were enabled, with gmat 
celerity and determinaiaon, to &mg 
off the culprits and to place them in' 
their dungeon again. Ti^juthorities 
were in doubt and dism,.y. Tiio in- 
quisitors were for putting the ministers 
to death in prison, and hurling tW 
heads upon the street. Evening a;)- 
preached while the officials wcio still 
pondering. The people, who had been 
chantmg^e Psalms of David through 
the town, without having decided v hat 
should he their course of action, at U 
determined to rescue the victuua, A 
vast throng, after much hesitation, 
accordingly directed their steps to the 
prison. "You should have seen tins 
vile populace,” says an eyo-w itiicss,'* 
“ moving, pausing, recoiling, swecpiag 
forward, swaying to and tea like the 
waves of the sea when it is agitated ly 
contending winds.” The attack was 
vigorous, the defence waa weak — for 
the authovitica had expected no suth 
fierce demonstration, notwithstanding 
the menacing language which had been 
BO often uttered. The prisoners were 
rescued, and succeeded in making tiiiii 
escape from the city. The day in 
which the execution had been thus 
prevented was called, thenoeforwanl, 
the “ day of the iU-bumed" ' (Jouiirie 
des mau-brulez). One of the mimstcis, 
how'ever, Simon Faveau, not discour- 
aged by tbjB near approach to maityr- 
dom, pershted in bis heretical labours, 
and was, a few years afterwards, agimi 
apprehended. “He was then," says 
the chronicler, cheerfully, "burned 
well and handsomely” in tho same 
place whence ho had formerly been 
rescued.* 

This deaerate resistance to tyranny 
was for a moment successful, because, 
notwithstanding tho muimurs and 
menaces by wuich the storm had been 
preceded, the authorities had not be- 
lieved tho people capable of proceeding 
to such lengths. Had not tho hei otics 
— ^in the words of Inquisitor Titelmann 
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• — allowed themBolrca, year after year, 
to be talieu and ^ughtered like lamba ? 
The consternation of the magistrates 
wot Booix^ucceeded by • anger. The | 
govermne^^ BruBsels was in a frenzy 
of rage when^nformed of the occur- 
lence. A bloody vengeance was in- 
stantly prepared^ to vin^cate the insult 
to the Inquisition. On the 29th of 
April, detachments of Bosau’s and of 
Berghen’s band of oidonnance ** were 
sent into Valenciennes, togAher \Mth 
a company of the Duke of Aerschot’s 
regiment. The prisons were instantly 
filled to overflowing vith men and 
women arrested for actual or suspected 
participation in the tumult. Oideis 
had been sent do\^ u from the capital 
to make a short piocess and a sharp 
execution for all tho criminals. On 
the 16th of May, the slaughter com- 
menced. Some were burned at the 
stake, some were beheaded, the num- 
ber of victims was fiightful. "No- 
thing was left undone by the magia- 
tiates,** says an ^e-witness, with great 
approbation, ** which could servo for 
the correction and amendment of the 
poor people.” ^ It was long before the 
mdges and hangmen rested fiom their 
labours. When at last the havoc was 
complete, it might be supposed that a 
sufficient vengeance had been taken 
for the "day of the lU-buined,” and 
on adequate amount of " amendment” 
provided for the " poor people.” 

Such scenes as these did not tend to 
incicase the loyalty of the nation, nor 
the popularity of the govemmeut. On 
Granvelle’s head was pouied a daily 
increasing torrent of hatied. He was 
looked upon in the provinces as the 
impersonation of that religious op- 
pression which became every moment 
more intolerable. The King and the 
Begent escaped much eC the odium 
which belonged to them, because the 
people chose to bestow aU their male- 
dictions upon the Cardinal. There 
uas, however, no great injustice in 
this embodiment. Granvelle was the 
government. As the people of that 
day were esAremely reverent to royalty, 
they vented all ^eir rage upon the 
minister, while maintaining stilly con- 
^ Valoncicniies US 
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vcntional respect fur the sovereign. 
The pr^te Inid already become the 
consist butt of the "Ehetorio Clym- 
bers." These popular dubs for xhe 
manufacture of home-spun poetry and 
street farces out of the raw material of 
public sentiment, occupied the place 
which has been more effectively 
in succeeding ages, and in free coun- 
tiies, by the daily press. Before the 
invention of that most tremendous 
weapon which hbertyhas ever wielded 
againbt tyranny, these humble but in- 
fluential associations shared with the 
pulpit the only power which existed 
of moving the passions or directing 
tiie opinions of the people. They 
were emmently liberal in their ten- 
dencies. The authors and the actors 
of then comedies, poems, and pasquils 
were mostly artisans or iaadesmen, be- 
longing to the class out of which pro- 
ceeded the early ^'lctlms, and the later 
soldiers of the Bcformation. Their 
bold farces and truculent satire hed 
already effected much in spreading 
among the people a detestation of 
I Churm abuses. They were partiou* 

I larly severe upon monastio liqentioua- 
I ness. " These oonupt comedians, 
called rhetoricians,” says the Walloon 
contemporary already cited, ** afforded 
much (amusement to the people. Al- 
ways some poor little nuns or honest 
monks weie made a part of the farce. 
It seemed os if the people could take 
noplcasuie except in ridiculmg God 
and the Cbmeh.”^ The people, how- 
ever, persisted in the opinion that the 
ideas of a monk and of God were not 
inseparable. Certainly the piety of 
the early refoimers was sufficiently 
I fervent, and had been proved by the 
I steadmess with which they confronted 
' torture and doa&, but they knew no 
measure in the ridicule which they 
heaped upon the men by whom they 
were daily muidered in droves. The 
rhetoric comedies were not admirable 
in an ccsthetic point of view, but they 
were wrathful and sincere. Therefore 
they cost ^any thousand lives, but 
they sowed the seed of resistsnee to 
religious tyranny, *bo spring Up one 
day in n hund^dfold Imrvest. It 'svik 
* liuDom d^'i'anco MS , i. c. 6. 
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natural that the authoritioa should 
bare long sought to suppress these 
peijunbulatuig dramas. ** There was 
at mat tyme," wrote honest Bichaid 
CSough to Sir Thomas Gresham, 
“syohe playes ^of Keteryke) played 
tbet bath cost many a 1000 man's 
lyves, for in these plays was the Word 
ot God first opened in thys country. 
Weohe playes were and are forbidden 
moohe more .strictly than any of the 
bookes of Martin Luther.”^ 

These rhetoriciaria were particularly 
inflamed against Qranyelle. They 
were personally excited against him, 
because he bad procured the suppres- 
sion of their religious dramas. “These 
rhetoricians who make farces and 
street plays,” wrote the Cardinal to 
Philip, “ arc particularly angry with 
me, because two years ago I prevented 
them from ridiculing the holy Scrip- 
tures.”* Kevertheless, these institu- 
lions continued to pursue their oppo- 
iitian to the course of the government. 
Their uncouih gambols, their awkward 
but Btnnning blows rendered daily 
service to the cause of relipous free- 
dom. Upon the newly-appointed 
bishops* tiiey poured out an endless 
succession of rhymes and rebuses, 
epigrams, caricatures, and extravagan- 
zas. Poems were pasted upon the 
woUs of every house, and passed from 
hand to hand. Farces were enacted 
in every street; the odious ecclesias- 
Scs figuring as the principal buffoons. 
These representations gave so'hiuch 
ofibnee, that renewed edicts were 
isBued to suppress them.* The prohi- 
hiloon was resisted, aud even ridiculed 
hr many provinces, partionlarly in 
Holland.® The tyranny which was 
able to drown a nation in bluod and 
tears, was powerless to prevent them 
from iaughmg most bitterly at their 
i^pressors. The tanner, Cleon, was 
never belaboured more soundly by the 
wits of Athens, than the prelate by 
Aese Flemish “rhetoricians.” With 
infinitely less Attic salt, but with as 

iBuTOon,! ST7-391 
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much heartiness as Aristophanes could 
have done, the popular rhymers gave 
the minister ample opportimity to 
understand the position whi'h he occu- 
pied in the Metherland' One day a 
petitioner placed a paper in his hand 
and vanished. It contained some 
scurrilous verses upon himself, together 
with a caricature of his person In 
this he was represented as a hen anied 
upon a pile rf eggs, out of which he 
was hatchiiig a brood of bishops Some 
of these were clipping the shell, some 
thrusting forth an arm, some a leg, 
while others were running about v. ith 
mitres on their heads, all bearing 
whimsical resemblance to various pre- 
lates who had been newly appointed. 
Above the Cardinal’s head the Deni 
was represented hovering, with the-i 
words issuing from his mouth “ TL i 
is my belov^ Son, listen to him, my 
people.”'* 

Thero was another lampoon of a 
similar nature, which was so well exe- 
cnied, that it especially excited Gra-J- 
velle’s anger. It was a rhymed satuo 
of a general nature, like the rest, but 
so delicate, and so stinging, that the 
Cardinal ascribed it to his old friend 
and present enemy, Simon Itenard. 
This man, a Burgun£an by birth, and 
college associate of Gran veUe, had been 
befriended both by himself and hia 
father.^ tided by their patronage 
and his o^ abilities, he had an-ived 
at distingnished posts; having bejii 
Spanish Envoy both in France and 
England, and one of the negotiators of 
the truce of Vaucelles. He had ht 
tcrly been disappointed in his ambi- 
tion to become a councillor of state, 
and had vowed vengeance upon the 
Cardinal, to whom he attributed his 
ill success. He was certainly guilty 
of much ingratitude, for he had been 
under early obligations to the man in 
whose side he now became a perpctiml 
thorn.® It must be confessed, on the 
other hand, that Granvelle repaid the 
enmity of his old associate with a inalo- 

* “ Hic cst films meuB, ilium auditc," eta 
— Hoofd, il, 42. 

r Grrocn v Prinsterer. Archives ot Oop- 
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Hemoii-s, etc , i 07, s-iq. 
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rolenoe equal to Iiis own, and if Ile- 
nard did not lose his head as well as 
his political station, it was not for 
want ot'dljl&cient insinuation on the 
part of thel^nister.i Especially did 
Granvelle d«ounoo him to “ the 
master” as the perverter of Egmont, 
while he usually described that noble- 
man himself as weak, vain, '* a fiieud 
of smoke,” ® easily misguided, but m 
the mam well-intentioned wd loyal. 
At the same time, with all these vague 
commendations, he never omitted to 
supply the suspicious King with an 
account of every fact or every rumour 
to the Count’s discredit. In the case 
of tills particular satire, he informed 
Phihp &at he could swear it came 
from the pen of Renard, although, for 
the sake of deception, the rhetoric 
comedians had been employed * He 
described the production as filled 
with " false, abominable, and infern.al 
thmgs,”^ and as treating not only 
himself, but the Pope and the whole 
ecclesiastical order with as much con- 
tumely as could be shewn in Germany. 
He then proceeded to insinuate, in the 
sulitle sammsw rrMab 
his own, that Egmont was a party to 
the publication -of the pasquil. Ro- 
nard ’ "■'ted at that house, he said, and 
was‘®s3bved there on a much more 
‘intimate looting than was becoming. 

I Eight days before the sa^e was cir- 
■> julated, there had been a cAivorsation 
ill Egmont’a house, of a iiatiii e es.actly 
similar to the substance of the pam- 
phlet The man in whose hands it 
vias first seen, continued Granvelle, 
was a sword cutler, a god-sou of the 
Count.® This person said that he had 
torn it from the gate of the City Hall, 
but God grant, prayed the Cardinal, 
that it was not he who hjd first posted 
it up there. '’Tis said that Egmont 
and Mansfeld, he added, have eent 
many times to tho cutler to piocure 
copies of the satire, all which augments 
the suspicion against them.® 

With the nobles he was on no better 
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terms than with tho people, The 
great seigmors. Orange, Egmont^ Horn, 
and others, openly avowed th^u-^os- 
tility to him, and had already ^en 
their reasons to the King, Mansfeld 
and hia aon at that time we^e both 
with the opposition. Aeischot and 
Aremberg kept aloof from the league 
which was foiming against she prelate, 
but had small sympathy for his peison. 
Even Berlaymont began to listen to 
overtures from the leading nobl^s^ who, 
among other inducemenls, promised 
to supply his children with bishoprics. 
There were none truly faithful and 
submissive to the Car^nal but such 
men as the Prdvot MorUlon, wlm had 
received much advancement from him. 
This distinguished pluralist Was pro- 
perly called “ double A, B, C," to in- 
dicate that he had twice as maqy bene- 
fices as there were letters in the 
alphabet.^ He had, however, no ob- 
jection to more, and was faithful to 
the dispensing power. The same 
course was pursued by Secretary Save, 
Esquire Bordey, and other expectanti 
and dependanta Yiglius, always re^ 
anaidKOlwinrius juisi]l.aniinity^ 
this period already anxious to retire. 
The erudite and opulent Frisian pre- 
ferred less tempestuous career. Ho 
was in favour of tho edicts, but he 
ticmhlcd at the uproar whicli their 
litrr.ll execution was daily exciting;, for 
he knew the temper of his countrymen. 
On the other hand, he was too eoga- 
eiou^not to know the inevitably conse- 
quence of opposition to the wiR of 
Philip. He was therefore most; eager 
to rsixipe the dilemma. Ha was a 
scholar, and could find more agtoeaUe 
employment among his booky. He 
had accumulated vast wealth, and was 
desirous to retain it as long as poseihle. 
He had a learned head, and vas an- 
xious to keep it upon his shanldeis. 
These simple objects conld be better 
attained in a hfe of privacy. The post 
of president of tho pi ivy council and 
m ember of the ‘‘Consulta" w as a 
4 **Unes^ideroahjjadodeH.d'B|[mctit,” 
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dangerolu one. He know that the principal nohlee in the land Thii 
TTinfr xfoB BuiceTe in his purposes. He was an error ; " These two reigniors,” 
{otSsw that the people would one day wrote the Cjvrdinal to Phife, "have 
ho terribly in earnest Of ancient been informed that I ha^_ written to 
' Prioan blood himself, he knew that your Majesty, that you^ill never be 
the spirit of the ancient Batavians and master of these provinces without tak- 
Piisians had not whoUy deaeited their ing off at least half a dozen heads, and 
descendants. He knew that they were that because it would be difficult, on 
not easily roused, that they were account of the probable tumults which 
patient, but that they would strike at such a course would occasion, to do it 
Gat and would endure. He urgently here, youi Majesty means to call them 
solicited ihe King to release bun, and to Spain and do it there. Your 
pleaded his infirmities of body in ex- Majesty can judge whether such a 
cuse.^ Phdip, however, would not thing has ever entered my thoughts. 1 
listen to his retirement, and made use have laughed at it as a ridiculous in- 
of the most convincing arguments to vention. This gross forgery is one of 
induce him to remain. Four hundred Benard’s.”^ The Cardin^ further 
and fifty annual fiorins, secured by stated to hie Majesty that he had been 
good reclaimed swamps in Friesian^ informed by these same nobles that the 
two thousand more in hand, with a Huke of diva, when a hostage for the 
promise of still larger emoluments treaty of Gateau Cambresis, had nego- 
when the King shoidd come to the tinted an alhance between the ci on ns 
Netherlands, were reasons which the of France and Spain for the extirpation 
leamed doctor honestly confessed him- of heresy by the sword. He added, 
self unable to resist.’ Fortified by that he intended to deal with the 
bese arguments, he remained at his nobles with all gentleness, and that ha 
' post, contmued be avowed friend and should do his best to please them, 
adherent of Granvelle, and sustained The only thing which ho could not 
with magnanimity the invectives of yieldwastheauthonty of his Majesty, 
noUes and people. To do him justice, to sustain that, he would saciifice hia 
he did what he could to conciliate an- life, if necessary.* At the same time 
tagonists and to compromise piinci- Giauvelle carefully impres'i^^t lupon 
I plea. If it had ever been possible to the Kin g the necessity of coil ..bting 

I find the exact path between right and the report alluded to, a request which 

wrong, the President would have found he took ^re should also be made 
it, and walked in it with respectability through the Bcgent in person’ He 


and complacency. 


bad already, both in bis own person 


In be Gouned, however, the Cardi- and in that of bo Huebess, begged for 
sal continued to cany it with a high a formal denial, on be King’s part, 
band ; turning his back on Orange and bat bere was any intention of intro- 
Egmont, and retiring with be Duchess ducing be Spanish Inquisition into 
and President to consult, after every the Netherlands, and bat be Cardni.il 
sesrion. Proud and_ important per- had counselled, originally, the bishop- 
sonages, like be Piince and Count, rics.® Thus instructed, be King ac- 
could ill brook such insolence ; more- cordingly wrvto to Margaret of Pai nia 
over, bey 8uspe(tod be Cardinal of to furmb the required contradictions, 
prejudicing be mind of beir sovereign In so domg, bemade a pithy remark, 
against bem. A report was very “The Cardmal had not counselled the 


current, and ohtained almost universiu 
behef, bat Granvelle bod expresslv 


cutting off the half a dozen headb,” 
Baid the monarch, **but perhaps it 
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were not l)dieved by the persons most was continually menaced by the nobleSj 
interested. Kearly all the nobles con- but that he feared them little, foy he 
tinued to ^ffiaad the Cardinal with sus- believed them too prudent to attempt 
jdcion an^^ersion. Many of the anything of the ^d." There is no 
ruder and rare reckless class vied doubt, when his position with regard 
with the rhetoricians and poxnrlar can- to the upper and lower classes in the 
catulisisxcu the practical jests which country is considered, that there was 
they played off almost daily against enough to alarm a timid man; but 
the common foe. Especially Count Oranvelle was constitutionally brave. 
Brederode, “ a madman, if ^ere ever He was accused of wearing a secret 
were one,”* as a contemporary ex- shirt of mail,® of living in perpetual 
pressed himself, was most untinng m trepidation, of having gone on his 
his efforts to make Granvelle ridiculous, knees to Egmont and Orange,^ of hav- 
He went almost nightly to masque- ing sent Itichardot, Bishop of Arras, to 
rades, dressed as a cardinal or a monk ; * intercede for him in the same humi- 
and as he was rarely known to be hating maimer with Egmont.® All 
sober on these or any other occasions, these stories were fables. Bold as he 
the wildness of his demonstrations may was arrogant, he affected at this time 
easily be imagined He was seconded to look down with a forgiving con- 
on all these occasions by his cousin tempt on the animosity of the nobles. 
Robert de la Marck Seigneur dc Lu- Ho passed much of his time alone, 
mey, a worthy descendant of the fam- writmg his eternal despatches to the 
ous " Wild Boor of Ardennes ; ” a man King. He had a country-house, called 
brave to temerity, but utterly depraved. La Foutame, surrounded by beautiful 
Licentious, and sanguinary. These two gardens, a httle way outside the gates 
men, both to be widely notorious, from of Brussels, where he generally re- 
thoir prominence in many of the most sided, and whence, notwithstanding 
striking scenes by which the gicat re- the remonstrances of his friends, he 
volt was ushered in, had vowed the often returned to town, after sunset, 
moat detcruiined animosity to the Car- alone, or with but a few attendants.® 
dinal, which was manifested in the He avowed that he feared no attempts 
reckless buffooning way which belonged at assassmation, for, if the seigniors 
to their characters. Besides the ec- took his Me, they would destroy the 
clesiastical costumes in whjeh they al- best friend they ever had.*® This villa, 
ways attired tbcmseh es au their f re- where most of his plans were matured 
queiitfestivities, they also worefox-tails and his state papers drawn up, was 
in thoir hats instead of plumes.® They called by tho people, in derision of his 
decked their servants also with the suiiposcd ancestry, “The Smithy.”** 
same ornaments; openly statmg, that Here, as they believed, was the anvil 
by these symbols they meant to signify upon winch the chains of their slaVory 
that the old fox Granvelle, and his weie forging; here, mostly deserted 
cubs, Yiglius, Beilaymont, and the by those who had been his earlier 
rest, should soon be hunted down by associates, he assumed a plulosophical 
them, and the brush placed in thoir demeanour, which exasperated, without 
hats as a trophy ■* * deceivmg, his adversaries. Over the 

Moreover, there is no doubt that great gate of his house he had placed 
frequent threats of personal violence the marble statue of a female. It 
were mode against the Cardinal. Gmn- held an empty wine-cup in one hand, 
velle informed the King that his life and an um of flowing water in the 

10 “ Respoudit coiibtainment avecq une 
face jQiduso, A quel propos voulta vous qiie 
JO i»D garde doe soigiiotna, il nV a pas im 
d’ciitrc cux t qui jo fiiit pliusir et ser- 
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Xha dngle word “Durate" 

_ sTod upon tihe pedeaUL’ By 
ib<i%otto, wbich was his habitual d^ 
vice, he was supposed, in this apphca- 
tion, to signify that hia power would 
outlast that of the nobles, and thai^ 
perennial and pure as living water, it 
would flow tranquilly on, long after 
tihe wine of their life had been drunk 
to the lees. The fiery extravagance of 
his adversaries, and the erdin and 
limpid moderation of his own charac- 
ter, thus symhoheed, were supposed to 
cmvey a moral lesson to the world. 
The meroglyphics, thus interpreted, 
were not relished by the nobles — all 
avoided his society, and declined hia 
invitations. He consoled himself with 
the company of the lesser gentry,'' a 
class which he now began to patronise, 
and which he urgently recommended 
to the favour of the King,'' hinting 
that military and aivU offices bestowed 
upon their infenors would be a means 
of lowering the pride of the gi-andeos.® 
He also aflected to surround himself 
mth even humbler individuals “ It 
makes me laugh," he wrote to Philip, 
“ to see the gre^ seigniors absenting 
themselves from my dinners; never- 
thelesa, I can always get plenty of 
guests at my table, gentlemen and 
councillors. I sometimes invite even 
citizens, in order to gain their good 
wiU."' ® 

The Begent was well aware of the 
anger excited in the breasts of th?lead- 
ing nobles by the cool manner m which 
they had been thrust out of their share 
in the administration of aff-urs. She 
defended herself with acrimony in her 
letters to the King,^ although a defence 
was hardly needed m that quai ter for 
implicit obedience to the loyal com- 
mauds. She confessed her unwilling- 
ness to consult with her enemies.^ She 
avowed her dctei mination to conceal 
the secrets of the government from 
those who were capable of abusing her 
wnfidenee. She represented that 
there were members of ;,he coun cil 

* foofd, 1 39. . s Ibid. 
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who would willingly take advantage o{ 
the b«pidation winch she really folt, 
and which she should ex^it if bhe 
expressed herself withou^roserve be- 
fore them." For this r/ison she cua- 
fined herself, as Philip had always in- 
tended, exclusively to the^cnsalhi"' 
It was not diffictUt to recognise tlie 
hand which wrote the letter thus 
signed by.Kargaret of Parma, 

Both n^Ies and people were at tlm 
moment irritated by another ciiciiin. 
stance. The civil war having agun 
broken out in France, Philip, .accnrl. 
mg to the promise made by him to 
Catharine de Medici, when he tonic Ii.t 
daughter in marriage, was called I'po’i 
to assist the Catholio party witli ativi- 
liaries. He sent three thousand infan- 
try, accordingly, which he had lei icd 
m Italy, as many moie ooUectod m 
Spain, and gave immediate ordei» tint 
the Duchess of Parma should de-patih 
at least two thousand cavalry fioiii the 
Hetlwlauds “ Great wai the indyni- 
tjon in the eouneil when the eomraaii Js 
were produced. Sore was the diitii ly 
of Margaret It was impotsible to 
obey the King. The idea of fcundiii.< 
the famous mounted gevilarmi’ne i f 
thepirovinoos to fight against the Fi eiu h 
Huguenots could not be tuleuitul for 
an instant. The “hands of ordou- 
nance ’’ we^a very few m number, and 
were to guard the frontier. They u ei ■■ 
purely for domestic puriio-'Os Ic 
formed no part of their duty to /) 
upon crusades in foreign lauds, -'ill 
less to take a share iii a leligini 
qinarrcl, aud least of all to a-.sist a iiim,i- 
areh against a nation. These yums 
were so cogently presented to the 
Duchess in council, that she saw the 
impossibility of complying with li,r 
brother's commands. She wiote to 
Philip to that efiect. Meaiitiiue, au- 
other letter arrived out of Spain, elud- 
ing her delay, aud impatiently calling 
upon hep to furnish the lequiied 
cavalry at once The Duchess was in 
a dilemm a. She feared to provoke an- 
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other Btoim in the council^ for there 
f was already suf^cient wrangling there 
upon dom'^c subjects. Bhe knew it 
was impos^!^ to obtain the consent, 
even of Berlay^ont and Yigliua, to 
such an odious measure oa the one 
proposed. She was, however, in great 
trepidation at the peiomptory tone of 
the IGng's despat<^ Under the ad- 
vice of Granveue, she had recourse to 
a trick. A private and cimfidcntiai 
letter of Phihp was read to the coun- 
cil, hut with alterations suggested and 
interpolated by the Oardmal. The 
King was represented os being furious 
at the delay, but as willing that a sum 
of money should be fumiohed inatcad 
of the cavalry, as origuuUy required.^ 
This Gompiomise, alter couaidorable 
oppoiiition, was accepted. The Duchess 
wrote to Philip, explaining and apo- 
lo^diug for the transaction. The King 
received the substitution with os good 
a grace as could have been expected, 
and sent fifteen hundred troopers from 
Spain to his Hedicean mother-in-law, 
drawing upon the Duchess of Parma 
for the money to pay their expenses. 
Thus was the industry of the Kether* 
lauds taxed that the hVench might bo 
persecuted by their own monarch.^ 

The Begeut had been forbidden, by 
her brother, to convoke the states- 
general; a body which the Prince of 
Orange, sustained by Bergen, Mon- 
tiguy, and other nobles, >>a3 desirous 
of having as ^embled. It may be easily 
understood that Granvello would take 
ilie best care that the royal prohibition 
should ho enforced. The Duchess, 
however, who, as already hinted, was 
boginnmg to feel somewhat uuoomfort- 
able under the Cardinal’s domimon, 
was desirous of conaultmg some larger 
council than that with \fhlch she held 
her daily deliberations. A meeting of 
the Knights of the Fleece was accord- 
ingly summoned. They assembled in 
Brussels m the month of May 1562.* 
The learned Viglius addressed them in 
a long and eloquent speech, in which 
ho discussSd the troubled and danger- 
ous condition of the provinces, alluded 

1 Strada, ill. 104 * Ibid. 
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to some of its causes, and suggested 
various remedies. It may be easily 
conceived, however, that the Inq&i* 
tion was not stated among the causest 
nor its Bupprci»sion included among the 
remedies. A diacouise, in which the 
fundamental topic was thus eonsciou- 
tiously omitted, was not likely, with 
all its couciimities, to make much im- 
pression upon the disaffected knights, 
or to exert a soothing iiifiuence upon 
the people. The oiator was, however, 
dehghted with his own performance. 
He infoinis us, moreover, that the 
Duchess w as equally charm^, and that 
she protested she had never in her 
whole hie heaid anj'thmg moie “deli- 
cate, more suitable, or moie eloquent.”^ 
The Pidnce of Orange, however, did 
not sympathise with her admiration. 
The President’s elegant periods pro- 
duced but little effect upon his mind. 
Tho meeting adjourned, after a few 
additional woids fiom the Duchess, in 
which she begged the knights to pon- 
der wcU the causes of the increasing 
discontent, and to meet her again, 
prepat'cd to announce what, in their 
opinion, would the course best 
a^pted to maintain the honour of tlie 
King, the safety of the provinces, and 
the glory of God.® 

Soon after the separation of the as- 
sembly, the Prince of Orange issued 
invitations to most of the knights, to 
meet at his house for the purpose of 
private deliberation,® The Pi’esidenfc 
and Caidinal were not iiududed in 
these invitations. The meeting was, 
in fact, w'hat we should caU a caucus, 
rather tliau a general gathering. Kever* 
theless, there wore many of the govem- 
mout party present — men who differed 
from the Prince, and were inclined to 
support Granvelle. The meeting was 
a stormy one. Two subjects wore dis- 
cussed. The first was tlie proposition 
of the Duchess, to investigate the 
general causes of the popular dissatis- 
factioii; the second was on inquiry 
how it co'^d be reudeied practicable 
to discuss political matters in future — 
a proceedi^nov# impossible, in con- 
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sequence of ilie perreiseness and arro- 
gant ot certain functionanea, and one 
wnb, wlienerer attempted, aln-aj-a led 
to the same inevitable reaiilt. This 
direct assault upon the Cardinal pro- 
duced a furious debate. TTia enemies 
vrere delighted \iith the opportunity 
o£ venting their long-suppressed spleen. 
They indulged m savage invectives 
against the man whom they so sin- 
cerely hated. His adherents, on the 
other hand — Bossn, Berlaj-mont, Cou- 
rieres — were as irarm in hk defence 
Urey replied by indignant denials of 
the charge against him, and by bitter 
io^uations agamst the Frmce of 
Orange. They charged him inth nou- 
rishing the desire of being appointed 
governor of Brabant, an office consi- 
dered insep.uable from the general 
stadholderate of all the provinces.^ 
They protested for themselves that 
they were actuated by no ambitious 
designs — ^that they were satisfied with 
their own position, and not inspired by 
jealousy of personages more powerful 
than themaelves’ It is obvious that 
such charges and roenminations could 
excite no heahng result, and that the 
lines between Caidinalwta and their 
opponents would bo defined in conse- 
quence more sharply than ever. The 
.idjourned meeting of the Chevahera 
of the fleece took place a few days 
afterwards.'' The Duchess exerted 
herself as much os possible to reconcile 
the contending factions, without hieing 
able, however, to apply the only remedy 
which could be effective. The man 
who was already fast becoming the 
great statesman of the country knew 
that the evil was beyond healing, un- 
less by a change of purpose on the part 
of the government. The Regent, on 
the other hand, who it must bo con- 
fessed never exhibited any remarkable 
proof of intellectual ability duiing the 
period of her residence in the Nether- 
, lands, was often inspued by a feeble 
! and indefinite hope that the matter 
1 might be arranged by a comcroimse be- 
. tween the views of oonfliotlng parties. 


Unfortunately, the Biquisitionwas not 
a fit subject for a compromise. 

Uotlung ef radical imij^tance vu 
accomplished by the Anmbly of the 
Fleece. It waa decide^hat an ap]>li. 
cation should be made to the difiei I'nt 
states for a grant of money;' and thir, 
furthermore, a special envoy should 1 >• 
despatched to Spain. It u as suppuM 
by theDnehess and her advi.-iis tli.it 
more satisfactory inform.ition uoiicciii* 
ing the provinces could becontcjoiUc 
Philip by word of mouth tli.in by tlm 
moat elaborate epistles ’ Tlic met tin.; 
was dissolved after these to o iiiea-uu i 
had been agreed upon. Doetor Vigbn-, 
upon whom devolved the duty of n. k 
mg the report and petition to the 't.i'r -, 
proceeded to draw up the nei"— iiy 
application. This he did with lii-i ee- 
tomary elegance, and, as ii^iial ti’iy 
much to his own satisfaction '' On 
returning to his house, however, after 
having discharged this duty, he w.'s 
very much troubled at fiiuiiiig tli.it a 
large mulberry-tree, which stood m hit 
gulden, had been tom up by the routs 
m a violent humoone. The disaster 
was considered ominous by tlio Presi- 
dent, and he was accordingly less sur- 
prised than mortified, w Ucu he louud, 
subsequently, that his demand iipiMi 
the orders had remained as fniitlcvs 
as his nmed tree'' The tciupcst 
which hadr swept his garden he con- 
sidered typical of the storm vvhich was 
soon to rage through the land, and 
he felt increased anxiety to icach a 
haven while it was yet compaiatively 
calm. 

The estates rejected the Bequest for 
supplies, on various grounds; among 
others, that the civil war was drawing 
to a conclusion in France, aud that le-s 
danger waa to he apprehended fioic 
that source than had lately been the 
case. Thus, the ” cup of bitterness,” 
of which Gianvelle had alieady com- 
plained, was again commended to hla 
bps, and there was more reason than 
ever for the government to regret that 
the nationid representatives had con- 
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tiacted the habit of meddling with 
fijiancial matters.^ 

Floreno Montmorency, Seigneur 
de MontignjWas selected by the Re- 
gent for the inisBton which had been 
decided upon for Spam. This gentle- 
man was brother to Count Horn, but 
possessed of higher talents and a more 
amiable character than those of the 
Admiral. He was a warm friend of 
Orange, and a bitter enemy to Gran- 
velle. He was a sincere Catholic, but 
a detemuned foe to the Inquisition. 
tTiit brother had declined to act as en- 
voy ® This refusal can excite but little 
surprise, when Philip's wiath at their 
parting interview is recalled, and when 
it IS also remembered that the new mis- 
sion would neoes&.iiily lay bare fresh 
complaints ag.imst the Caidmal, still 
more estensive than those winch had 
produced the former explosion of royal 
mihgnation. Montigny, likewise, woidd 
have preferred to remain at home, but 
he was overruled. It had been wntten 
in his destiny that he should go tivice 
into the aiigiy hon’s den, and that he 
should come forth once, alive 

Thus it has been shewn that there 
nas an open, avoned hostility on the 
part of the giand seigniors and mo«t of 
the lesser nobdity to the Cardmid and 
his measures. The people fully aud 
enthusiastically sustauicd Hie Pimee 
of Orange in his couisc vhcio urs 
nothing undcihand m the opiiositum 
made to the go\ ommeiit The litther- 
lands did not constitute an absolute 
monarchy They did not even consti- 
tute a monarchy. TUeie nas no kmg 
hi the Provmoes. Philip was King of 
Spam, Haples, Jerusalem, hut he was 
only Duke of Brabant, Count of Flan- 
ders, Lord of Friesland, hereditaiy 
chief, m short, under vartous titles, of 
seventeen states, each one of which, al- 
though not repubhean, possessed con- 
stitutions as sacred as, and much more 

1 Fapiers d’Etat, vi 543-515, and 27. 

a Correspondonce de Philippe II , i. 202, 
203 (note) 

a *‘OuresPondra qu'il est Boi* ct Je die 
au contraire que ce nom de Boi zu'eat lu- 
eognu Qu'il le soit eii Castillo on Arragoii, 
h Na^cs, aux Indes ot par tout ouU com- 
mando h plaiair ; qu'il lo soit s'll vciilt cn 
Jerusalqm, psisible llomuiatour en Aaic et 


ancient than, the Crown.’ The resist- 
ance to the absolutism of Granvclle^d 
Philip was, therefore, logical, legal, 
constitutional. It was no cabal, no 
secret league, as the Cardinal had the 
effrontery to term it, but a legitimate 
exercise of powers which belonged of 
old to those who wielded them, and 
which only an unrighteous innovation 
could destroy. 

GrarivcUe's course was secret and 
subtle During the whole coarse of 
the procecchugs uhich have just been 
described, he was in daily confidential 
correspondence with the King, besides 
being the actual author of the nume- 
rous despatches which were sent with 
the signature of the Duchess. Ho 
oiHnly asscited his nght to monopolise 
all the 110ft era of the government; he 
did his utmost to force upon the reluc- 
tant and almost rebellious people the 
odious measuies ■nhich the King had 
lesolved upon, while in his secret let- 
toia he umfoi-mly represented the 
nobles ft ho opposed him, as being in- 
lluenoed, not by an honest hatred of 
oppression, and attachment to ancient 
rights, but by resentment, and jealousy 
of their own importance. He assumed, 
in his letters to his master, that the 
absolutism already existed of right and 
in fact, fthioh it was the intention of 
Philip to establish AVhile ho was de- 
piiiing the nobles, the states, and the 
uauon of their piivileges, and even of 
ihcii ftatural rights (a slender heritage 
m those days), ho a'-suied the Kmg 

thattheicftasan evident determination 

to reduco Ins authority to a cipher. 

The estates, he wrote, had unwyed the 

whole administration of the finances,’ 
and had farmed it out to Antony Van 
Straalen and othera, who were mak- 
ing enormous profits in the business.’ 
“The scigniore,” he said, "dcolaie at 
them diunor-parkcs that I ft ish to make 
them subject to the absolute despotism 

Ainque. taut y a quo Jo uc cognoi en ce pals 
qu'un Due ct un Conipto, duquol la puis* 
!».iuco cat sclou hob privileges lesquels 

il a JU 1 6 (X la joicuse ontiec^” etc -^Apolocie 
d'Oiaugo, 39, • 

* “ I'or hav&i^uipado los de los cstartue 
la admiiiiBtiacio\do los dmero8.”wpap*ec8 
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ot four ^leabf. Jr point of fact, 
faonsvs^ they really exercise a. great 
deumore power than the goTemora of 
psrticuhir proyincea eyer did before; 
and it lacks but little that 
your Majesty should become mere 
ciphers, while the grandees monopolise 
the whole power.^ This,” he contmued, 
*' la the principal motive of their oppo- 
mdon to the new bishoprics, '!^ey 
were angry that your Alajesty akould 
have dared to elicit such an arrange- 
ment at Home, isitkont jir^t chiaininQ 
thetr cmaent? They to rediiee 
yovr Majesty's authority to so low a 
pom^ ^Aali ]/oa can do nothing tmleas they 
d&Art it. Their object la the destruc- 
tion of the royal authority and of the 
administration of justice, in. order to 
avoid the payment of their debts; tell- 
ing the crechtors constantly that they 
haye speno their all lu your Majes^ a 
service, and that they have neyer re- 
ceived recompense or salary* This they 
do to mahe yow Ifayafy cdiova.**^ 

As a matter of coui&e, be attnbuted 
the resistance on the part of the great 
nobles, every man of whom was Catho- 
lic, to base motives. They were mere 
demagogues, who refused to burn their 
fellow creatures, not from any natural 
repugnance to the ta^k, but m order to 
curry favour with the populace, “ This 
talk about the Inquisition," said he, 
“is dl a pretext 'Tia only to throw 
dust in the eyes of the vulgar, and to 
persuade them into tumultuo'^ de- 
monstrations, while the real reason la, 
that they choose that your Majesty 
should do nothing without their per- 
misaion, and through their hands 
He assumed aometimea, however, a 
tone of mdulgence toward the seigrunrs 
— ^who formed the mam topics of lus 
letters— an affectation which might, 
perhape, have offended them almoiS as 
mti(^ as more open and amcere denun- 
ciation. He could forgive offences 
Qga^ himself. It was for Philip to 
^^eide as to their mcnts or crimes so 


feltftna otr£r cosa sin< 
Mama y aimmie V M , ettuvieascn a 

JlWd. 

•Ibid* 

• “HoeeBfcio oolor^^elTUigoiqT 


far as the Crown was concerned. His 
language often was befitting a wise man 
who was speaking of veiyr^tle child- 
ren. *<A^nle^e hos^old me, as 
coming fromEgmont,'* wrote, *' that 
many of the nobles are dissatisfied w ith 
me ; hearing from Spain that I am en- 
deavouring to prejudice your Maje^tv 
against timm." Certainly the tone • : 
the Cardinal’s daily letters would hu. * 
justified 'such suspicion, could tL^ 
nobles have seen them. Grau\( 
begged the King, however, to diaalju 
them upon th^a pomt. “AVoiild t' 
God,” said he, piously, “ that they .i.l 
would decide to sustain the aiitli<jnt^ 
of your Majesty, and to procure sml’i 
measures as tend to the service of u il 
and the security of the states. May I 
cease to exisL if I do not dc&iie to ren- 
der good service to the very lea:t f i 
these gentlemen. Your Majc-tykii' ... 
that, when they do anything lor lui 
benefit of your service, I am nc. c 
silent ISfevertheless, thus they ars 
constituted. I hope, howc\or, iL ‘i 
this flurry will blow over, and tb'li 
when your Majesty comes, they nsu 
all be found to deserve lewaiiL <•: 
merit ” * 

Of Egmont, especially, he often 
spoke in terms of vague, but someu L ic 
cundescendmg conunerdatioii He 
never manifested resentment in liis 
letters, al^^ftough, as already &tdttd, tha 
Count had occasionally indulged, not 
only m word-}, but in deeds of 
violence against him. But tho Cud:- 
nal was too forgiimg a Chnstian, v r 
too keen a politician not to bv 
such offences, bo long as theie wa^ a 
chance of so great a noble's rcmainu't? 
or becoming his fnend. He, acc'»rU 
^Sly» described him, in general, So a 
man whose principles, in the inain, 
were good, but who was easily led by 
his own vanity and the perverte coiri- 
sels of others. He represented him a* 
having been originally a warm sup- 
porter of new bisho prics, and as ha\ lug 

pcTsi^en cstar cosas para pi ocurar j.lbo’-o-o, 
pero U verdodera cau&a de los iirciuniLn 
ente^OT mas es, qua amba digo y no qiieier 
que V M. pveda nada swo cou su participv 
I ^ maao.”— Papiers olrEtat., m. 

600, 670. 

1 * Bapiers d*Etat, vi. 535. 
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expressed satisfaction tKat two of them, 
^ those of Bruges and Ypres, should have 
been witLm his own stadholderate.^ 
He regrettwl^owever, to inform the 
King, that we Count was latterly 
growing lukewarm, perhaps from fear 
of hndmg himself separated from the 
other nobles.^ On the whole, he was 
tractable enough, said the Cardinal, if 
he were not easily persuaded by the 
vile ; but one day, perhaps, ne might 
open his eyes agam * NotwithstaiidiQg 
these vague expressions of approbation, 
which GranveUe permitted him-^elf m 
hia letters to Fhilip. he never failed to 
transmit to the monarch every fact, 
every rumour, every innuendo which 
might prejudice the rv^yal mmd agaiuet 
that nobleman or agiUniat any of the 
noblemen, hose characters he at the 
same time protested ho was most un- 
willing to mjure. It is true that he 
dealt mainly by insinuation, while he 
was apt to conclude his statements 
with disclaimers upon hia own part, 
and with hopes of improvement in the 
conduct of the seigniors. At this par* 
tictiUr x)Oiut of time he furmshed 
Philip with a long and most circum- 
stantial account of a treasonable cor- 
respondence which was thought to be 
going on between the leadmg nobles 
and the future emperor, jUaximilUn.'* 
The narrative was a good s^imen of 
the masterly style of innuencM m which 
the Cardinal excelled, and by which he 
was often enabled to convince his mas- 
ter of the truth of certain statements 
wlule affecting to discredit them. He 
had heard a story, he said, which he 
felt bound to commumcate to his Ma- 
jesty, although he did not himself im- 
plicitly believe it. He felt himself the 
more bound to speak upon the subject 
hecamc it tallied €xactly^v:itK intelli- 
g^uce which he had received from 
another source. The story was,® that 
one of these seignioi's{the Cardinal did 
not hiow uhickf for he had not yet 
thought pioper to mveabigate the mat- 
ter) had said that rather &an consent 
that the KiSg should act in this mat- 


ter the bishoprics against the privi- 
leges of Brabant, the nobles wo^d 
elect for their soiereign some other prince 
of the blood. This, said the Ca^inalj 
was perhaps a fantasy rather than an 
actmd determination. Count Egmout, 
to be sure, he said, was constandy ex- 
changing Ictteis with tho King of Bo- 
hemia (Maximilian), and it was sup- 
posed, therefore, that he was tho 
X^rmce of the blood who was to be 
elected to govern the provinces, lb 
was deteruimed that he should be 
chosen Hmg of the Homans, by fair 
means or by force, that he should as- 
semble an army to attack the Nether- 
lands, that a corresponding movement 
should be mode within the states, and 
that the x'cox>lc bUoiild be made to rise, 
by giving fhim the nme in the matter 
of leligmn The Coidmal, after re- 
counting all the particulais of this 
fiction, with groat mmuteuess, added, 
with apparent frankness, that the cor- 
respondence between Hgmont and 
Maximilian did not astonish him, be- 
cause there had been much intimacy 
between them in the time of the late 
Emperor. He did not feel convinced, 
therefure, from tho frequency of the 
letters exchanged, tb^t there was a 
scheme to raise an armv to attack the 
proviuces and to have him elected by 
force. On the contrary, Maximilian 
could never accomplish such a scheme 
without the assistance of his imperial 
fatlier^tlie Emperor, w'ho Grouvelle 
was convmced would rather die than 
be mixed up with such villauy against 
PliiliX> ® Moreover, unless the people 
should become still more corrupted by 
the bad counsels constantly given 
them, tho Cardinal did not believe 
that any of the great nobles had the 
power to dispose in this way of the 
provinces at their pleasure Thcrcfoie, 
he concluded that the story w'as to be 
rejected as improbable, although it 
had come to him directly from the 
house of the said Count Egmont.^ 
lemaikab^ that, at the commeno^ 
ment of hia narrative, the Cardinal 
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tiail ttTjwftflafld Ms ignorance o£ the 
iitye of the seignior who was hatching 
all ishU treason, while at the end of it 
he gave a local habitation to the plot 
in the palace of Egmont. It is also 
quite characteristic that he ^ould 
add that, after all, he considered that 
nobleman one of the most honest of 
ail, if appearances did not deceive?- 

It may be supposed, however, that 
ail these details of a plot which was 
quite imaginary, were likely to produce 
more effect upon a mind so narrow 
and so suspicious as that of Plnhp, 
than could the vague assertions of the 
Cardinal, that in spite of all, ho would 
dare be sworn that he thought the 
Count honest, and that men should he 
what th^ seemed. 

Notwi^tanding the conspiracy, 
which according to Granvellc’s letteis 
had beenfonned against him, notivith- 
standing that his life was daily threat- 
ened, he did not advise the King at 
this period to avenge him hy any x>ub- 
lic explosion of wi*ath. Ho remem- 
bered, he piously observed, that ven- 
geance belonged to God, and that He 
would repay.* Theiefore he passed 
over insults meekly, because that com- 
ported best with hiB majesty's service. 
Therefore, too, he instiucted Philip to | 
make no demonstration at that time, j 
In order not to damage his own affairs, i 
He advised him to dissemble, and to ; 
pretend not to know what was going ' 
on in Ihe proioncea* Knowing that 
his master looked to him daily tor in- 
structionB, always obeyed them with 
entire docihty, and, m fact, could not 
move a step in Ketheiland mattcie 
w'lthout them, he proceeded to dictate 
to hua the terms in which he was to 
write to the nobles, and ospocially Lud 
down rules for his guidwce m his 
coming mtei views with the Seigneur 
de Montigny.^ Philip, whoso only 
talent consisted in the capacity to 
learn such lessons with Xabonous 
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eSbrt, ^Tas at thia juncture particularly 
in need of tuition. The Cardinal in* 
Btructed Mm^ accordinglyy^at he waa 
to disabuse ^ men of t^s impression 
that the SpaniiA Inquisition was to 
be introduced into the provmces. lie 
was to write to the seigniors, promising 
to pay them their arrears of Hilary , he 
was to exhort them to do all in their 
power fiw the advancement of religion 
and mamtenanoe of the royal antho* 
nty; and he was to suggest to them 
that, by hia answer to the Antneip 
deputation, it was proved that there 
was no intention of establishing the 
Inquisition of Spam, under pictuxt oE 
the new bishopnca.® The King nas, 
furtheimore, to signify his desiie tliat 
all the nobles should exert themsch es 
to efface this false impression from the 
popular mind. He was also to expros; 
himself to the same effect concerning 
the Spanish Inquisition, thebishopnC', 
and the religious question, lu the j'l'lihc 
letters to Hadanie do l\um.a, which 
were to bo lead in full coimcil.“ The 
Cardmal also renewed his mstiuctiuns 
to the King as to the manuer in which 
the Antwerp deputies weie to bo an* 
sweicd, by giving them, namely, assu- 
rances that to transplant the Spanish 
Inquisition into the provmces would be 
as hopeless as to attempt its csUbliah- 
ment m Naples.^ He renewed liis 
desue thlEt I’hiUp should conti edict 
the story about the half dozen heada,* 
and he especially directed him to in- 
foim Montigny that Bcighen had 
known of the now bishopi ics before the 
Caidmal. This, urged GianvcUc, was 
particulaily necessaiy, because tlie 
seigniois were mitated that so imiioi- 
tant a matter should have been dcc.dcd 
upon without their advice, and beuiuso 
the Marquis Berghen was now tlio 
" cock of the opposition."® 

At about the same time, it was de- 
cided by Granvelle and the llogeut, in 
conjunction with the King, to sow is- 
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trust and jetdousy among tlie nobles, 
by givmg greater “ m^roedes " to some 
I tLm to others, although large sums 
were reall^^ue to all. In particular, 
the attemptVas made in this paltry 
manner, to numiliate William of 
Orange.^ A considerable sum was 
paid to Egmont, and a trilling one to 
the Prince, m consideration of their 
large claims upon the treasury.* Moio- 
over, the Duke of Aerschot was selected 
as envoy to the Frankfort diA, where 
the King of the Homans was to bo 
elected, with the express mtention, as 
Margaret wrote to Philip, of creating 
divisions among the nobles, as he had 
suggested. The Duchess at the same 
time informed her bi other that, accord- 
ing to Berlaymont, the Fimce of 
Orange was revolving some gicat de- 
sign, prejudicial to his Majesty’s ser- 
nce-* 

Philip, who already began to suspeet 
that a man who thought so much must 
be dangerous, was eager to find out tho 
scheme over which Wilhom the Silent 
was Buppoaed to be brooding, and wrote 
for fresh intelligence to the Duchoss 
Keither Margaret nor the Cardinal, 
however, could discover anythmg 
against the Prmce — ^who, meantime, 
although disappointed of the mission 
to Frankfort, had gone to that city m 
his private capacity — sajing that he 
had been hcaid to say, '• One day we 
shall be the stronger ” ^ Gri^vello and 
Madame de Parma both communicated 
tins report upon the same day, but this 
was all that tlicy were able to discoi er 
of the latent jilot * 

In the autumn of this year (I5C2) 
Montigny made his visit to Spain, as 
confidential envoy from the Hegent. 
The Kmg being fully prepared as to 
the manner m which he was to deal 
with him, received the# aniUassador 
with great cordiality. He informed 
him in the course of their interviews, 
that Granvelle had never attenipted to 
create prejudice against the nobles, 
that he was mcapable of the malice 

1 Strada, lu. 121. Dom I'Evosquo, il. Sl- 
45 • 

> Dom I’Evesqne Strada, ubi sup, Cor- 
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attiibuted to him, and that even were 
it otherwise, his evil representations 
against other public servants woidd 
produce no effect.® Tho Kmg further- 
more protested that he had no inten- 
tion of introducing the Spanish Inqui- 
sition into the Netherlands, and that 
the new bishops were not intended as 
agents for such a design, but had been 
apjiointed solely with a view of smooth- 
mg icbgious difficulties in the pro- 
vinces, and of leading his people back 
into tho fold of the faithful lie added, 
that as long ago as his visit to England 
for the purpose of espousing Queen 
klary, he had entertained the project 
of the new episcopates, as the Marquis 
Berghen, with whom he had conversed 
freely upon the subject, could be.'ip 
witness* With regard to the con- 
nexion of Granvelle with the scheme, 
he assured Montigny that the Cardinal 
had not been previously consulted, but 
h.id first learned the plan after the 
mission of Sonnius ® 

Such was the purport of tho King’s 
communications to the envoy, os ap- 
jiears from memoranda in the royal 
hand-writing and from the correspond- 
ence of Margaret of Parma. Pmlip’s 
exactness m conforming to his instruc- 
tions 13 sufficiently apparent, on com- 
paling his statements with the letters 
pieviously received from tho omni- 
present Cardin.il. Beyond tho limits 
of those directions the King hardly 
hazarded a syllable. Ho was nieiely 
the plsnipotentiaiy of the Cardmal, as 
Montigny of the licgeiit. So long os 
Gianvelle’s power lasted, he was abso- 
lute and infallible. Such, then, was 
the amount of satisfaction derived from 
the mission of Montigny. There was 
to be no diminution of the religious 
persecution, but the people were as- 
sured, upon royal authority, that the 
Inquisition, by which they woie daily 
burned and beheaded, could not be 
logically denominated the Spanish In- 
quisition. In addition to the comfort^ 
whatever it might be, n hich the nation 

— FapioibdTiafc, vii 5 Coricspcmdance ds 
Fllllinpo II , ^ 241, 242. 

• lliid IbiclV 

• Corrcspoii(l.\co oe Fhilippe IL, I. 230 
Stiiula, u. 122, 

» HmC »Ibid. 





could dArive from this statement, they 
were also consoled with the information 
Granyelle was not the inventor of 
the bishoprics. Although he had vio- 
lently supported the measure as soon 
as published, secretly denouncing as 
traitors and demagogues, all those who 
lifted their voices against it, although 
he was the on^ator of the renewed 
edicts, althou^ he took, daily, per- ' 
Bonal pains that this Nethcrland In- 
quisition, "more pifile.sa than the 
Spanish,” should be enforced in its 
rigour, and, altliough he, at the last, 
oppos^ the slightest mitigation of its 
horrors, he was to be represented to 
the nobles uud the people, as a man of 
mild and unprejudiced character, in- 
capable of injuring even his enemies. 
"I will deal with the seigniors most 
hlandly,” the Caidinal had written to 
Philip, "and will do them pleasure, 
even if they do not wish it, for the 
sake of God and your Majesty.”* It 
was in this light, accordingly, that 
PhUip drew the picture of his twouiite 
minister to the envoy. Montignj', al- 
though somewhat influenced hy the 
Sings hypocritical assurances of tbo 
benignity with which he regarded the 
Netherlands, was, nevertheless, not to 
be deceived by this flattering portrait- 
ure of a man whom he knew so well 


and detested so cordially as he did 
Granyelle. Solicited hy the King, at 
their parting interview, to express liis 
candid opinion os to the causes of the 
dissatisfaction in the province^, Hon- 
tigny veiy fi-ankly and most impru- 
dently gave vent to his private auimo- 
sily towards tlie CardinaL He spoke 
of his hcentiousuess, gicediucss, osten- 
tation, despotism, and assured the 
monarch that nearly all the inhabi- 
timts of the Netherlands enteitained 
the same opinlou concerning him. He 
then dilated upon the general hoiTor 
inspired hy the InquisiUon, and the 
great repugnance felt to the establish- 
ment of the new episcopates. These 
three evils, GranveUe, the Inquisition, 
sod the bishoprics, he maiy.tained were 
the real a nd sufficient causes of the 
““ i bliuiduiu, y lea 
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Increasing popular discontent.’ Time 
was to rev^ whether the open-heiiriel 
envoy was to escape puni^inent for 
his frankness, and whetheruvengcance 
for these crimes agamst fl^nvellc and 
Phihp were to he left wholly, as the 
Cardmal had lately suggested, in the 
hands of the Lord. 

Montigny returned late in Decem- 
ber.® His report concerning the re- 
cults of ^s mission was made in tlii 
state council, and was leceivcd wIlli 
great indigimtion.* The profcssium 
of benevolent intentions on the jiarl 
of the sovereign made no inqiio-oiim 
on the mind of Or.angc, who was al- 
ready in the habit of receiving seciet 
information fiom Spain with regard tn 
the intentions of tho govemment lie 
knew very well that tho plot reve-ih il 
to him by Heniy the Second in the 
wood of Vincennes was still the I'lyd 
programme, so far as the S[Mn’ibh 
monarch w.as conccined. Moicoici, 
his anger was heightened by infonn.v 
tion recoivod. from Montigny that the 
names of Orange, Egmont, and thoir 
adherents, were cited to him na lie 
passed through France as the avonol 
defenders of the Huguenots, in nolitKJ 
and religion.® The Prmoe, who n.n 
still a sincere Catholic, while he liatc'l 
the persecutions of the Inquisitio’i, 
was furious at the statement. A vio- 
lent Bcenj occurred in the council. 
Orange dpeuly denounced the rcpoit 
as a new slander of Granvelle, whil’ 
Margaret defended the Cardinal ami 
denied the accusation, but at tbe sanio 
time endeavoured with the iitinosf 
earnestness to reconcile the confliotuig 
parties.® 

It had now become certain, however, 
that the government could no longer 
be continued on its present footing. 
Either Granvelle or the seigniors mii»t 
succumb. Tho Prince of Orange was 
resolved that the Cardinal should f.ill, 
or that ho would himself witlidiaw 
from all participation in the afl'airs of 
government. In this decision he was 


susaainea uy Jtgmont, Hoi-n, Montigny, 
Ber ghen, and the othe r leading nobles. 

• Btrada, m. 122, 128. Coirespoudanceds 
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CHAPTEB IV. 


Joint letter W Philip, from Oran^^ Egmont, imd Horn— Egmont a qunrrei vnth AorBcbet 
snd Tntli i!ra[ibei;g^Phihp's answer to tho three nobles — llis instructions to the Duchess 
^£^ont d^hnes the King’s invitation to visit Spaiii—Scoond letter of the threo sei?* 
Diors — Mission of Armcntcios — Letter of Alini — Secret letters of Qi-anvelle to 
Cardinal’s insinuations and instructions — ^Bis complomts as to the luhowar^noss of 
Berglicii and Montigny in the cause of the Inquisition— Anecdotes to their disero^t prl- 
vately chronlclod by Grain olle — Sumiosed necessity for the King’s presence in the pro> 
vinces— Correspondence of Lazarus Schxrcadi — ^Approaching crisis — Anxiety of (^rauvelle 
to rrtiro— Banquet of Caspar Schetv — Invention of thp foolscap livery — Correshondenco 
of the Duchess and of tlio Carr^al with Philip upon Iho subject — Entire with^ra^T^l of 
tho three seigniors from the state council — the King advises with Alva conce^ug the 
recall of Graiivellc— Elaboiute duplicity of Philip's arrangements — His secret lu^tc to tho 
Ctti^ual — His dissembling letters to otheis — ^I^pai-turc of Granvelle from the Nether- 
lands — Vanous opinions ns to its cause — ^Ludicrous conduct of Br^crodo aijd Hoog- 
stroaten— Fabulous statements in Granvcllc’s correspondence concerning his recall— 
Universal mystification — ^The Cardinal deceived by the King — Granvelle m rotifcmcnt— 
HiA epicureanism— Fears in tho provinces ns to his rotuni — Universal joy at his qeti^ura 
—Representations to his discredit made by the Duchess to Philip — ITer hypocritl^ letters 
to the Cardinal— Masquerade at Count ILmsfeld’s — Cliantonnay’s advice to hia brother— 
Review of Grtinvclle's administration and c&limato of his character. 

Ok the 11th of March 1503^ Orange, doing, his j^^aje 8 t 7 would avoid great 
Horn, and Kgmout united in a reinaik- mischief. Many grand seigniors, go- 
able letter to tho King.^ They said vemors, and others, had thought it 

that as their longer ^'taciturnity** necessaiy to give this notice, in order 
might cause the rum of his Majesty’s that the King might prevent the ruin 
affairs, they were at last compelled to of the conntay. If, however, his Ma- 
bieoh silence. They hoped that the jesty were willing, as they hoped, to 
King would rooeive mth benignity a avoid discontents^ all for the sake o{ 
communication which was pure, satisfying one, it was possible that 

and free from all jiossion. The leading aTairs might yet j)rosj>er. That thqy 
personages of the province, they con- might not be thought znfuehced by 
tmued, having thoroughly examined ambition or by hope of private profit, 
the nature and extent of Coidtuol the writezB ai^ed leave to retire from 
Grauvello’s authority, had arrived at the state-councih Neither their repu- 
the conclusion that everytliing was in tation, they said, nor the interests of 
his hands. This peisuasion^hcy said, the royal service would permit them 
was rooted in the hearts df all his to act with tiie Cardinal. Tlxey pro- 
Majesty’s subjects, and particularly in fessed themselves dutiful subjects and 
tlicir own, so deej^ly, that it could not Catholic vassals. Had it not been for 
bo eradicated as long as the Cardinal the zeal of the leading 8eignit}i>s^ the 
remained. The King was therefore nobihty, and other w^l-disposed per* 
implored to consider the necessity of sons, affairs would not at that inoment 
remedying the evil. The royal affairs, be so tranquil; the common people hav^ 

It was affirmed, would never be sue- ing been so much injured, and the man- 

sessfuUy conducted so long as they nor of life pursued by the Card jfia.i not 
were entrusted to Granvplle, because being calculated to give more itotisfiio- 
he was so odious to so many people, tion than was afforded by his uqhmited 
If the danger were not imminent, they authority. In conclusion, the writers 
should not feci obliged to write to hie begged his Majesty not to thi'ow thq. 
Majesty with so much vehemence. It blame upon them, if mischance should 
was, however, an affair which allowed follow the neglect of this warning, 
neither delay nor dissimulation. They This memorable letter was signed 
therefore p^yed the ICing, if they had by Guillauibe de Nassau, liamOTsl 
ever deserved credence in things of d’Egmont, Fh^ppes de Montmo- 
weight, to beheve them now. ^y so | rency (Count fibm). Itwasdesjjatdief^ 

— H 

1 Con’cspondnuce de Guill&uoio lo il b 


under cover to Chru’les de Tisnac^^ 
a Bf^^g ****, and procurator for the afEairs 
of^tjhe ITetherlandB at Aladridi a man 
whose relations with Count Egmont 
were of a friendly character. It was 
impossible, however, to keep the mat< 
ter a secret from the person most in* 
terested. Tho Cardmal wrote to the 
King the day before the letter was 
written, and many weeks before it was 
sent, to apprize him that it was coining, 
and to ins^uct him as to the answer 
he was to make ^ Nearly all the lead- 
nobles and goTernors had adhered 
to Uie substance of the letter, save the 
Duke of Aerschet, Count Aremberg, 
and Baron Berlaymout. The Duke 
and Count had refused to join the 
league; violent scenes having occurred 
upon the subject between them and 
the leaders of the opposition party. 
Egmont, being with a large shooting 
p^y at AerschoVs country place, 
Beaumont had taken occasion to urge 
the Duke to join in the general demon* 
stration against the Cardmal, argmng 
the matter in the rough, off-hand, 
reckless manner which was habitual 
with him. His aiguments offended 
the nohleznan thus addiessed, who was 
vain and irascible. He replied by 
afi&rming that he was a fiiend to Eg* 
mont, but would not haye him for his 
master. He would have nothmg to 
do, he said, with their league agamst 
the Cardind, who had never given him 
cause of enmity. He had no disposi* 
tion to dictate to the King a£^o his 
choice of ministers, and his Majesty 
was quite right to select his servants 
at his own pleasure. The Duke added, 
that if the seigniors did not wish him 
for a fnend, it was a matter of iiidif* 
ference to him. Not one of them was 
his superior; he had os large a band of 
noble foUoweia and friends as the best 
of them, and he had no disposition to 
accept the supremacy of any nobleman 
in the land. The conversation carried 
on in this key soon became a quarrel, 
and from words the tw o gentlemen 
I Strada, ui. 126, ~ 

J Japiera d'Etat, vii. ll-2t 
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would Boon have come to blows, but 
for the mtorposition of Aremberg and 
Boblea, who were present at the scene. 
The Duchess of Parma, n^ating the 
occurrence to the King,^li^ed that a 
duel had been the expected result uf 
the a&ir, but that the two nobles bad 
eventually been reconciled.® It wai 
cbaractoristic of Aerschot that be con- 
tinued afterward to associate with the 
nobles u]^n friendly terms, while main 
taining ah increased intimacy with the 
Cardinal.® 

The gentlemen who sent the letter 
were annoyed at the prematmc piihh- 
city which it seemed to have att iini.d. 
Orange had in vain sohcitcd Count 
Aremberg to ]oin the league, and had 
quarrelled with him in consequence.’ 
Bgmont, in the presence of hhidame 
de Parma, openly charged Arcuiboii; 
with having divulged the secict which 
had been confided to him. The Count 
ficiccly denied that he had uttered a 
syllable on the subject to a human 
being; but added that any communi- 
cation on bis part would have been 
quite superfluous, while Egmont ainl 
his friends were daily boastr^ of what 
they were to accomplish. Egmont 
reiterated the choige of a breach cl 
faith by Aremberg. That noblonian 
replied by laying his bond upon hi^ 
sword, denouncing as bars all pci'^oni 
who should dare to charge him ag.ain 
with Bucl^ an ofience, and ofiei mg tu 
fight out the quarrel upon the instant 
Here, again, personal combat was, w ith 
much chfficulty, averted.® 

Egmont, rude, reckless, and indn- 
creet, avas already making m.iiniL't 
that he was more at home on a battle- 
field than in a pohtical controversy 
whore prudence and knowledge of 
human nature were as roquimte as 
<»urage Be was at this period moio 
Ubeiol in his sentiments than at any 
moment of his life. Inflamed by liis 
hatred of Grauvelle, aniT detciniiucd 
to compass tho overthrow of that ini 
nister, he conversed freely with all 

con cllos, y olios con cl, con muy bnona c-ni i, 
y ny mas ny mcnos el couuugo y yo ecu 
ol " 

• Fanlan d’Etat, vh. 18. 19. 

. Stabdo, ill, 120 , CoTTCspondanco d, 
’’biUppe II , 1. 248. 


1563.J 


iTomequences oftHrMarcIi . 


kinds of people, sought popularity 
among the burghers, and descanted to 
every one ^vith much imprudence upon 
the necesll^ of umon for the sake of 
libeHy and ihe national good.^ The 
Regent, while futhfuUy recording m 
her despatches everything of this na- 
ture which reached her eai's, expressed 
her astonishment at Egmout's comae, 
because, as she had often taken occa- 
sion to inform the King, she Ziid always 
considered the Count most siiicerdy 
attached to his Majeaty*s sen ice ^ 

Berlaymont, the only other noble of 
prominence who did not approve the 
11th of March letter, ^ as at this period 
attempting to “ swim in two waters,” 
and, as usual in such eases, found it 
very diihcult to keep himself afloat. 
He had refused to join the league, but 
he stood aloof fioni Giamelle. On a 
hope held out by the seiguiors that his 
bou should be made Bishop of Liege, 
he had ceased during a whole year 
fiom visiting the Oardinal, and had 
never spoken to him at the council- 
board.^ Granvelle, in narrating these 
ciicuinstances to the King, exxjressed 
the opinion tliat Berlaymont, by thus 
attempting to please both parties, had 
thoroughly discredited himself with 
both.^ 

The famous epistle, although a most 
reasonable and manly statement of an 
iucontro^ crtible fact, was I]^^eltbele^>8 
a document \Nhich it roquilf'ed much 
boldness to sign. The inmister at that 
moment seemed omnipotent, and it 
u as obvious that the King v as deter- 
mined upon a course of pohtical and leli- 
gious absolutibm. It is, therefoie, not 
surprising that, although many sus- 
.tained its prmcixdGs, few were willmg 
to affix their names to a paper which 
might prove a dcath-woijant to the 
signers. Even Montigny and Beighen, 
although they had been active in con- 
ducting the whole cabal, if cabal it 
could be called, i efused to subscribe the 
letter.* Egmout and Horn were men 
of reckless darmg, but they were not 
keen-si ghte^ enough to perceive fully 

1 CoiTOSpondance do Philippe 11., i. 248. 
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the consequences of their aota. Orange 
was often accused by lus enemi^of 
timidity, but none ever doubtedrluB 
capacity to look quite through the 
deeds of men. His political foresight 
enabled him to measure the dangerous 
precipice \\ Inch they were deliberately 
approaching, while the abyss might 
perhaps bo shrouded to the vision of 
his comx^auions. He was too tranquil 
of natuie to be hurried, by passion, into 
a grave political step, which in cooler 
moments he might regret. He reso- 
lutely, therefore, and with his eyes 
open, placed himself in open and re- 
corded enmity with the most powerful 
and dangeious man in the whole Spar 
Dish realm, and incurred the resent- 
ment of a Kmg who never forgave. 

Philipansweicd the letterof the three 
nobles on the Gth June following. In 
tins ici)lj’, * which \\ as biiof, he acknow- 
ledged the zeal and affection by which 
the wiiters had been actuated lie 
suggested, nevertheless, that, as they 
had mentioned no particular cause for 
adopting the advice contamed in their 
letter, it would be better that one of 
them should come to Madrid to con- 
fer w'lth him. Such mattcis, he said, 
could bo better treated by word of 
mouth. He might llius receive suffi- 
cient lufoimation to enable him to form 
a decision, for, said he in conclusion, it 
w'as not hiB curtom to aggrieve any of 
his muubters w'lthout cause ^ 

Thij w as a flne phrase, but under 
the ciicuinstanccs uf its application, 
quite iidiculous. There was no ques 
tiou of aggiieving the miiuoter. The 
letter of the three nobles wraa very 
simple. It consisted of a fact and a 
deduction. The fact stated was, that 
the Cardinal was odious to all classes 
of the nation. The deduction drawn 
was, that the goveniment could no 
longer he canied on by him without 
imminent danger of luiuous convul- 
sions The fact w as iudis^iutable. The 
peison most inteiested conflinied it in 
his private letters. *Tis sjud,” wrote 
Granvelle t<k Philip, “that grandees, 

* CoircspondAco de Guillaume le Tacit . 
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nobles, and people, all abhor me, nor 
amJ smpiiaed to find that grandees, 
nomes, a^ people are all openly against 
ms, sinoe each and all have been in- 
yit^ to 30m in the league."^ The 
Cardinal’s reasons for the esistence of 
the unpopularity, which ha admitted 
to the full, have no bearing upon the 
point in the letter. The fact was re- 
lied upon to sustain a simple, although 
a momentous inference. It was for 
Philip to decide upon the propriety of 
the deduction, and to abide by the 
consequences of his resolution when 
taken. As usual, however, the monarch 
was not capable of making up his 
mind. He knew very well that the 
Cardinal was odious and infamous, 
because he was the w illing impersona- 
tion of the royal policy. Philip was, 
therefore, logically called upon to aban- 
don the policy or to sustain the minis- 
ter. He could make up his mind to do 
neither the one nor the other. In the 
meantime a well-turned pci lod of mock 
magnanimity had been furnished him 
This he acoordmgly trausimttoi.1 as his 
first answer to a most important com- 
munication upon a subject which, in 
the woids of the wiiteis, “admitted 
neither of dissimulation nor delay.” 
To deprive Philip of dissimulation and 
delay, however, was to take away his 
all. 


At the same time that he sent his 
answer to the nobles, he wrote an ex- 
planatory letter to the Begenk He 
informed her that he had received 
the communication of the three seigni- 
ors, hut instructed her that she was 


to appear to know nothing of the mat 
ter until Egmont should speak to he] 
upon the subject. Ho added that 
althoughhc bad signified his wish to th< 
three nobles, that one of them, with 
out qjeoifying which, should come t( 
Madrid, he in reality desired that Eg 
mout, who seemed the most tractabb 
^be three, should he the one deputed 
^le King added, that his object was t< 
the nobles, ond to mm lime. > 
ft was certainly sup^uous npoi 


“Bora I 


lea j^oblea y puob' 
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Philip’s part to inform his sister that 
his object was to goia time. It w.aa, 
however, sufficiently pueril^o recom- 
mend to his sister an afi^tation o{ 
ignorance on a subi ect concemmg which 
nobles had wrangled, and almost drawn 
their swords in her presence. This, 
however, was the King's statesman- 
ship when left to his unaided exertions. 
In order more fully to divide the nobles, 
the King^Iso transmitted to Egmont 
a private note, in his own handwriting, 
expressing his desire that he shoulfi 
visit Spam in person, that they might 
confer together upon the whole sub- 
ject. 

These letters, ss might be suppos»d, 
produced anything but a satisfactory 
effect. The discontent and rage of the 
gentlomeu who had ivritteu or sus- 
taiued the 11th of hlaroh communica- 
tion was much incroased. Tho an- 
swer was, in truth, no answer at all 
"'Tis a cold and Uad reply," wiolc 
Loms of Nassau, “to sonil after so 
long a delay. ’Tis easy to see that the 
letter came from the Cardmal’s smithy. 
In mmmd, it is a vile business, if the 
gentlemen are all to be governed by 
one person. I hopo to God his po« er 
will come soon to an end. Neverthe- 
less,” added Louis, “tho gentlemen am 
aU wide awake, for they trust the red 
fellow not a bit more than he de- 
serves." *jb 

The reader has already seen that the 
letter was indeed fiom “the Cardinal's 
smithy,” Granvello having iustiucted 
his master how to reply to tho siigm- 
ors before the oommumcatiou hud bein 
despatched 

Tho Duchess wrote immediately to 
inform her brother that Egmont had 
expressed himself willing enough to go 
to Spain, bu4 had added tli.it ho mii-l 
first consult Orange and Horn ® As 
soon as that step had been taken, she 
had been informed tbat it was neces- 
sary for them to advise with all the 
gentlemen who had sanctioned their 
letter. The Duchess had then tiled 
in vain to prevent such an assembly, 

•.* Hopper Reo. ct llsm., 
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but finding that, even if forbidden, it 
would Btill t^e place, she had per- 
mitted the^eeting in Sruaaels, aa she 
could bettm- penetrate into their pro- 
ceedings there, than if it should be 
beld at a distimce. She added that 
she should soon send her secretary 
Armenteros to Spain, that the King 
might be thoroughly acquainted with 
what was occuning.^ | 

Egmont soon afterwards wrote to 
Philip, decUning to visit Spain ex- 
pressly on account of the Caidlual 
He added, that he was ready to under- 
take the journey, should the King 
command hia presence for any other 
object.^ The same decision was for- 
mally communicated to the Begent by 
those Chevaliers of the Fleece who had 
approved the 11th of llai eh letter — 
Montigny, Berghen, MegUom, Hans- 
feld, Ligno, Hoogstraaten, Orange, 
Egmont, and Horn. The Prince of 
Orange, speaking in the name of all, 
informed her that they did not con- 
sider it consistent with their reputa- 
tion, nor with the interest of hia Ma- 
jesty, that any one of them should 
make so long and troublesome a lonr- 
ney, in order to accuse the Caiamah 
For any other purpose, they all held 
themselves ready to go to Spain at 
once. The Duchess expressed her 
regret at this resolution. The Prince 
replied by affirming that f» all their 
pioceedings they had boon governed, 
not by hatred of Granvelle, but by a 
sense of duty to his Majesty, It was 
now, he added, for the King to pursue 
what course it pleased him 

Four days after this interview with 
the Begent, Orange, Egmont, and Horn 
addressed a second letter to the King.^ 
In this communication they stated that 
they had consulted with &U the gentle- 
men with whose approbation their first 
letter had been written. As to the 
journey of one of them to Spain, as 
suggested, they pronounced it veiy 
dangerous for any seignior to absent 
himself, in the condition o f affairs 

1 Correspondonce ds Phihppe 11 , 1. 255- 
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which then existed. It was not a 
sufficient cause to go thither or^ao- 
count of Granvelle. They disclaimed 
any intention of making themselves 
parties to a process against the Car- 
dinoL They had thought that their 
simple, bnei announcement would 
have sufficed to mduce his Majesty 
to employ that peraonage in other 
places, where hia talents would bo 
more fiuitful. As to “ aggrieving the 
Cardinal without cause,” ihere was no 
question of aggrieving him at all, but 
of relieving him of an office winch 
could not remain in his hands without 
disaster. As to ‘‘no particular cause 
having been mentioned," they said the 
omission was from no lack of many 
such. They had charged none, how- 
ever, because, from their post services 
and their fidelity to his Majesty, they 
cxiicotedto be believed onlheir honour, 
without further witnesses or evidence. 
They had no intention of making 
thomsehes accusers. They had pur- 
posely abstained from specifications. 
If his Majesty should proceed to 
ampler information, causes enough 
would bo found. It was bettor, how- 
ever, that they should bo furnished 
by otheis than by themselves. His 
Majesty would then find that the 
public and general complaint was 
not without adequate motives. They 
renewed their prayer to be excused 
fiom serving in the council of state, 
m oidfer tliat they might not he after- 
wards inculpated for the faults of 
others. Feeling that the controversy 
beWeen themselves and the Cardinal de 
Granvelle in the state-council produced 
no fruit for his Majesty’s affairs, they 
preferred to yield to him. In conclu- 
sion, they begged the King to excuse 
the simpheity of their letters, the 
rather that they wore not by nature 
great orators, but more accustomed to 
do well than to speak well, which was 
also more becoming to persons of their 
quality.* 

On t he ^ih of August, Count Horn 

* ** D’autanRque ne sommes point de na- 
ture gi.ius oiawrs on boraugucuis, et plus 
accoustumez k tjeu fiiiire que k bion uiuT 
oomme auwsy il mieulx s5ant 1 as 
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dIso addressed a private letter to the 
Si^, written in the same cpiiit as 
that which eharacterbed the joint let- 
ter just cited. He assured hia Majesty 
that the Cardinal could render nc 
valuable service to the crown on ac- 
count of the hatred which the whole 
nation bore him, but that, as far as 
regarded the maintenance of the an- 
cient rehgion, all the nobles were will- 
ing to do their duty.^ 

The Begent now despatched, ac(?erd- 
ingto promise, her prhato secretary, 
Thomas de Armentcros, to Spain. His 
instructions,’ which were very elabo- 
rate, shewed that Qvanvelle was “et 
mistaken when he charged her with 
being entirely changed m regard to 
him , and when he addressed her a 
reproachful letter, protesting hiS as- 
tonishment that his conduct had be- 
come suspicious, and his inability to 
divine the cause of the weariness and 
dissatisfaction which she manifested 
in regard to him.’ 

Amenteros, a man of low, mercen- 
ary, and deceitful character, bnt a 
favourite of the Begent, and already 
beginning to acquire that inflvjonco 
over her mind winch was soon to be- 
come so predominant, was no fiieOd of 
the Caidmal. It was not probable 
that he would diminish the effect of 
that vague censure mingled with famt 
commendation which characterised 
I Margaret's instruction by any lauda- 
I tory suggestions of his own. Ha was 
directed to speak in general terfns of 
the advance of heresy, and the increas- 
ing penury of the exchequer. HO " os 
to request two hundred thoi'saiid 
crowns toward the letter y, whiolt the 
Begent proposed to set up as a iman- 
cial scheme. He ivas to represent that 
IVes&ass baAtxwA, wnouccebs^^'f^ > 
every conceivable moans of accommo- 
datihg the quarrel between the Cardi- 
nal and the seigniors. She recognised 
Oranvelle’s great capacity, experience, 
seal, and devotion — for all which quali- 
ties she made much of him — while on 
the other hand she felt tjfat it would 
b e a great in convMiienc^and jmght 
^Oorroaponaaiice ds Pfalippe U., 1- 2<11| 
• ibia., sss-ser. J 
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cause a revolt of the country, were she 
to retain him in the Hetherlauds 
against the will of the Beigni|^. Those 
motives had compelled hd^ the mes- 
senger was to odd, to place both views 
of the subject before the eyes of the 
Kmg Armenteros was, furtheinioic, 
to narrate the circumstances of the 
mterviews which had recently tahea 
place between herself and the IcaiUrs 
of the opposition party * 

Biom the tenor of these inati uctiuii ., 
it was snfficiently obvious that M,ir- 
garet of Tarma was not anxious to re- 
tain the Cardinal, but that, on tlio 
contrary, she was beginnmg alre.idy to 
feel alarm at the dangerous position ni 
ivhich she found herself. A few da}s 
after the three nobles had despatch>'(l 
their last letter to the ICing, they had 
handed her a formal remonstianoe 
In this document they stated tlioir 
conviction that the countiy was on the 
high road to rum, both .is regarded hw 
Majesty's service aud the coimui'u 
weal The exchequer was baio, tho 
popular discontent daily mcioae'iii, 
the fortresses on the frontier in a dih' 
pidatod condition. It was to be appic 
bended daily that merchants and othui 
mhabitants of the provmces would ho 
arrested in foreign countries, to satisfy 
the debts owed by his Majesty. To 
provide against all these evils, but cue 
course, it^was suggested, remaiiiod to 
tho government — ^to summon the stitcs- 
general, and to rely upon theii couii-ol 
and support. The nobles, how cur, 
forbore to press this point, by ie.i "U 
of the prohibition which the Ki ,'oiit 
had receiicd from the lung. 'Ih-y 
suggested, however, that such an mtci- 
diction could have been dictated only 
by a distrust created between Ins liLi- 
ysAy utii tJmr isfeAcs’iiy pei sons ’n.[\ nij 
no lovo for cither, and who wmre detei- 
mmed to leave no resourco by which 
the distress of the country could ho 
prevented. The nobles, theiofore, 
begged her highness not to take it 
amiss if, so long as the King were in- 
di^osed to make other awangements 
for tire administration of the provinces, 

• Dofi I’Evcsquo, il. 41-45 

* CuiiLspouddUv-o de I’liilippo II , uU 
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they should abstain from appealing at 
tile state-council. They preferred to 
cause the shadow at last to disappear, 
which the^had so l<mg peHonated In 
conclusion, however, they expressed 
their determination to do their duty in 
their several governments, and to serve 
the Hegent to the best of their abili* 
ties.^ 

After this remonstrance had been 
delivered, the Pi nice of Orarfee, Count 
Horn, and Count Egmont abstained 
entirely from the scasions of the state- 
council. She was left alone with the 
Cardinal, whom she alieady hated, and 
with his two shadows, Vighua and 
Berlaymont. 

Armenteros, after a month spent on 
his journey, aiTived in Spam, and was 
soon admitted to an audience by Philip. 
In hia first interview, hich lasted four 
hours,^ he read to the King all the 
statements and documents \vith which 
he had come piovided, and humbly le- 
quested a prompt decision. Such a 
result was of course out of the ques- 
tion. Moreover, the Cortes of Tar- 
ragon, w'bich happened then to be in 
session, and which lequiicd the royal 
attention, supplied the monarch with 
a fresh excuse for indulging in his ha- 
bitual vacillation ^ Meantime, by way 
of obtaining additional couneel in so 
grave an emergency, bo tiansmittcd 
tbe letters of the nobles, toGPthei with 
the other papers to tiie Dukfi of Alva, 
and requested his opinion on the sub- 
ject Aha rejilied with the roar of 
a w lid bea««t 

“ Eveiy time,” he wrote, " that I see 
the despatches of those t^ee Flemish 
seigniors, my rage ie so much excited 
that if 1 did not use all possible efforts 
to restrain it, my sentiments would 
seem those of a modman/’^^ After this 
exordium be proceeded to express tbe 
oiiinion that all tbo batied and com- 
plamts against tbe Caitiinal bad arisen 
from bis opposition to the convocation 
of tbe statcs-general. Witli regaid to 

1 lloofd, 11 43 —Compare Corrcsiiondanco 
do Guillaum% lo Tacit . iii 60 (noto by M 
Gaclmid) > Strada, iii 180. * Ibid. 

* Ooi respondaiicc do Fhilippo IT,, i. 271. 

* **Cada vcz quo voo los dcapa^ioB do 
squellos tres scnorcs mo mucvaii la colero, 
da mauora quo si no procuiaeso mucho tcui- 


persons who bad so richly deseived 
such chastisement, be recommended 
"that their beads should be taken'€ff; 
but, until this could be done, that tbe 
King should dissemble with them.” 
He advised Pbibp not to reply to their 
letters, but merely to mtimate, through 
tbe Kegent, that their reasons for tbe 
course proposed by them did not seem 
satisfactory. He did not prescribe 
this tieatment of tbe case as '' a true 
remedy, but only as a palliative; ba- 
cause for tbo moment only w'cak medi- 
cines could be employed, from which, 
however, but small effect could be au- 
ticl];^! cd.” ^ As to recalling tbe Car- 
dinal, ** as they bad tbe impudence to 
propose to bis Majesty,” tbe Duke most 
decidedly advised against tbe step. In 
tbo meantime, and before it should be 
pnicticable to proceed "to that vigO' 
rous chastisement alicady indicated,' 
be advised separatmg the nobles aa 
much as possible by administering 
flalteiy and deceitful caresses to Eg- 
mont, who might be entrapped more 
easily than the others. 

Here, at least, was a man who knew 
bio own mind. Here was a servant 
who could be relied upon to da bis 
mastei's bidding whenever this xnast^ 
should require ^s help. Tbe vigorous 
explosion of wrath with which the 
Duke thus I’cspoudcd to the firet syinp- 
toms of what be regarded as rebelbon, 
gave a feeble intimation of tbe tone 
wlucb^be would assume when that 
movement should have reached a mobe 
advanced stage It might be guessed 
what kind ot remedies be wrould one 
day prescribe in place of the "mild 
medicines” in which be so reluctantly 
acpiiesced for tbe present. 

While this bad been the course pur- 
sued by tbe seigniors, tbe Begent and 
tbe Kmg, in regard to that ali-absoib- 
ing subject of Neiberland pobtics — 
the struggle against Granvelle — tbe 
Ccrdinal, m bis letters to Philip, bad 
been painting tbe situation by minute 

plarlR, creo paroceria 2k V H. mi opmion (to 
hombro etc etc. — O. v. Fxinst., 
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cLiily toa<^ea, in a manner of which 
hia pencil alone possessed the secret. 

Still maintaining the attitude of an 
injured but forgiving Christian, ha 
spoke of the nobles in a tone of gentle 
sorrow. He deprecated any rising of 
the royal wrath in his behalf ; he would 
continue to serve the gentlemen, whe- 
ther they would or no; he was most 
anidous lest any considerations on his 
account should interfere with the 
King's decision in regard to the course 
to be pursued m the Kctherlanda. At 
the same time, notwithstanding these 
genfflal professions of benevolence to- 
wards the nobles, he represented them 
as 'broken spendthrift, wishing to 
create general confusion in order to 
escape from personal liabihties; as 
conspiratoiawhohad placed themselves ; 
within the reach of the attomey-gen- ' 
eral;^ as ambitious malcontents who < 
were disposed to overthrow the royal 
authority, and to substitute an aristo- 
craticrepublic upon its ruins. He would 
say nothing to prejudice the King’s 
mind against these gentlemen, but he 
took care to omit nothing which could 
possibly accomplish that lesult. He 
described them as systematically op- 
posed to the policy which he knew lay 
n^est the King's heart, and as deter- 
mined to assassinate the faithful im- 
nister who was so resolutely carrying 
it out, if his removal could be effected 
in no other way. He spoke of the 
state of religion as becoming^ more 
and more unsatisfactory, and bewailed 
the difficulty w ith winch he could pi o- 
cure the burning of heretics ; difficul- 
ties originating in the reluctance of 
men from whose elevated i ank better 
thmgs might have been expected. 

As Qranvolle is an impel lant per- 
sonage, as his character has been alter- 
nately the subject of much censure 
and of more applause, and as the epoch 
now described was the one in which 
the causes of the greati convulsion 
wore rapidly germinating, it is abso- 
^tely necessary that the reader should 
be placed in a positiou/«o study the 
main character, a^p aint,.d by his own 

JPapMr8d-Etat,vh 18.fto,8qq. 




hand; the hand in which were placed, 
at that moment, the destinies of a 
mighty empire. It is the historian's 
duty, therrfbre, to hang tlji^pioturc of 
his administration fully in the light 
At the moment when the 11th of 
March letter was despatched, the Cai- 
dinal represented Orange and Egmont 
as endeavouring by eveiy method of 
menace or blandishment to mducc .all 
the grand seigniors and potty iiublc, 
to jom in the league against himself 
They had quarrelled with Aci schot .and 
Aremberg, they had more than half 
seduced Berlaymont, and thej stigma- 
tised all who refused to entci intii 
their league as c>ardiualiBts and f.iini 
liars of the Inquisition “ He piotestid 
that he should i egard their lU-n ill ii ith 
indifference, weie he not convinced 
that ho was himself only a pretcat, 
and that their designs were really iniicli 
deeper.® Since the letum ot lluii 
tigny, the seigniors had estahhalied a 
league which th.at geiitlemm and 1"- 
brother. Count Horn, had both joined 
He would say nothing concerning the 
defamatory letters and pamphlets nt 
which he was the constant object, for 
ho wished no heed taken of matter 
which conoeiTiod exclusively hmi-clf 
Notwithstanding this dischumer, how 
ever, he rarely omitted to note the .an 
pcarance of all such production? for 
ills Majegty’s esiiecial inform ition. 
“ It was better to calm men’s spirit-,” 
he said, “than to excite them ” A? 
to fostering quarrels among the s^ig 
nioTB, as the King had recommendtd, 
that was hardly necessary, for di'Cnni 
was fast sowing its own seeds “It 
gave him much pain," ho said, with a 
Christian sigh, " to ohsorve that snili 
dissensions had already ri?en, .and iin 
fortunately qn his account." ■* lie tin's 
prooeedod circumstantially to descnli 
the quarrel between Aorscliot am 
Egmont, already narrated hy the lie 
gent, omitting in his statement no pai 
tiouhar which could make Egmont re 
prohensihle in the royal eyes lb 
likewise painted the quap’el betwcoi 
the same noble and Aremberg, to svhicl 

‘ “I-oro peso me quo la primcm c-an" 
tome ftindamonto aobro lo que mo toci.''^ 
Fopien d’Etot, vli. 6, ll-Sl; 18, 19, eqq. 
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be bad already ^uded in prerioua let- 
ters to the King, adding that many 
gentlemen, and even the more prudent 
part of -fhe people, were disaatisdcd 
with the course of the grandees, and 
that he was taking underhand but 
dexterous means to confirm them in 
such sentiments ‘ He instructed Philip 
how to reply to the letter addicsscd to 
him, but begged his Majesty not to 
hesitate to sacrifice him if tlfe intri cats 
of his crown should seem to requiie 
it® 

With regard to religious matters, 
he repeatedly deploicd that, notwith- 
standing his own exci tions and those 
of Madame de Parma, tilings were not 
going on as he desired, but, on the 
contrary, very baelly — " For the love 
of God and the service of the hol3' re- 
ligion,” he cried out fervently, ” i»ut 
your royal hand valiantly to the work, 
otherwise we have only to exclaim. 
Help, Lord, for we perish i ” ■* Having 
uttered this pious exhortation in the 
ear of a man who needed no stimulant 
in the path of persecution, ha pro- 
ceeded to express his regrets that the 
judges and other officers wore not tak- 
ing in hand the chastisement of heresy 
with becoming vigour.^ 

Yet, at that very moment Peter 
Titolmann was raging through Flan- 
dcis, tearing whole finiiilics out of bed 
and burning them to ashe«, with such 
utter disregaid to all laws or forms as 
to provoke in the very next j'car a 
solemn protest from the four estates 
of Flanders; and Titelniaun was but 
one of a dozen inquisitors. 

Granvelle, however, could find little 
satisfaction in the exertions of subor- 
dinates BO long os men in high station 
were remiss m their duties. The M.ar- 
quis Berghen, he informed Philip, 
shewed but little disposition to put 
down heiesy in Valenciennes, while 
Hontigny w.as equally remiss at Tour- 


nay.’ They were often heard to say, 
to any who chose to listen, that it was 
not right to inflict the punishmeA of 
death for matters of religion.' This 
sentiment, uttered in i^t age of 
cruelty, and crowning the memoiy of 
those unfortunate nobles with eternal 
honour, was denounced by the Church- 
man as criminal, and deserving of cas- 
tigation. He intimated, moreover, 
that these pretences of clemency wore 
mcic hypociasy, and that self-mterest 
was at the bottom of their compassion. 
“ ‘Tis vciy black,” said ho,^ " when 
interest governs; but these men are 
all in debt, so deeply that they owe 
their very souls. They aie seeking 
eieiy mo.ms of escaiiing from their 
obligations, and are most desirous of 
cieating geneial confusion.” As to 
the lb nice of Orange, the Cardinal ns- 
Bci ted that he owed nine hundred thou- 
sand floims, and had haidly twenty- 
five thousond n-ye.ar clc.ar income, 
while ho spent miioty thousand, hav- 
ing counts, barons, and gentlemen m 
great mimboi'S, in his household.’ At 
this point, he suggested that it might 
be w'ell to find employment for some 
of those grandees in Bpam and other 
dominions of his Majesty, adding that 
pcihapo Orange might accept the vice- 
royalty of Sicilj' “ 

licsiiming the religious m.attcr, a 
few weeks later, he expressed himself 
a little moro cheerfully. “Wo have 
madi^so much outcry." said he, "that 
at last M.aiquis Beighen has been 
forced to bum a couplo of heretics at 
Valenciennes. Thus, it is obvious," 
moralised the Cardinal, “that if ha 
were re.ally willing to apply the remedy 
in that place, much progicss might he 
made; but that we can do but little 
BO long as he icmams in the govei-n- 
inent of tho provinces and refuses to 
assist us."®’ In a subsequent letter, 
he again uttered complaints against 


® " T yo procuro dicstramento y so mono 
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Uie Mu^tiis and Montigny, who were • 
evamore his scapegoats and hugbears. 
B^hm will give us no aid, he wrote, 
despite of all the letters we send him. 
He absents himself for private and po- 
liMoal reasons. Hontigny has eaten 
meat in Lent, as the Bishop of Tour- 
nay informs me^ Both he and the 
Harquis say openly that it is not right 
to shed blood for matters of faith, so 
that the King ean judge how much 
can be effected with such coadjutors.’ 
Berghen avoids the persecution of 
heretics, wrote the Cardinal again, a 
month later, to Seoretaty Peres. He 
has gone to Spa for his health, although 
those who saw him last say he is fat 
and hearty.'* Qranvelle added, how- 
ever, that they had at last “ bui-ned 
one more preacher alive " The here- 
tic, he stated, had feigned repentance 
to save his life, but finding that, at 
any rate, his head would be cut off as 
a dogmatiser, he retracted his recanta- 
tion. "So,” concluded the Cardinal, 
complacently, “ they burned him.”* 
He chronicled the sayings and do- 
ings of the pnncipal persoiiagea in the 
Netherlands, for the instruction of the 
King, 'with great regularity, insinu.at- 
in^ suspicions when unable to furnish 
evidence, and adding charitable apolo- 
gies, which he knew would have but 
small effect upon the mind of his coi^ 
'' respondent. Thus he sent an account 
of a "very secret meeting” held by 
Orange, Egmont, Horn, Montignjl, ****^ 
Berghen, at the abbey of La Forest,’ 
near Brussels, adding, that he did not 
know what they had been doing theie, 
and was at loss what to suspect. He 
would be most happy, he said, to put 
the best mterpretation upon their 
actions, but ho could not help remem- 
benng with great sorrow the observa- 
tion BO recently mode by Orimge to 
Montigny, that one day they should 
he stronger. Later in the year, the 
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Cardinal informed the King that the 
same nobles were holding a conference , 
at Weeidt, that he had nob learned 
what had be'en transacted there, but 
thought the affair very suspicious* 
Philip immediately communicated the 
intelligence to Alva, together with an 
expression of Gronvelle’s fears and of 
his own, that a popular outbrcaku oiild 
be the consequence of the contnuiod 
presence n the minister in the Nether- 
lands.’ 

The Cardinal omitted nothing in 
Hio way of anecdote or iiiniiciiili), 
which could injure the character of 
the leading nobles, with the exception, 
peihajiB, of Count Egmont IVitli 
this important personage, whose cha 
racter he well understood, he secnicil 
determined, if possible, to m-iintun 
friendly relations There was a deini 
policy m this desire, to which we shall 
advci-t heieafter. The other seignitm 
were descrihed in general terms as dis- 
posed to overthrow the royal .autho- 
rity. They were bent upon Qranvellc's 
downfall as the first step, booaiiso, that 
being accomplished, the rest would 
follow as a matter of course.® “ They 
intend," said he, “ to reduce the Bt,ite 
into the form of a republic, in uliicli 
the King shall have no power except 
to do their biddmg.’’“ He added, tlul 
he saw with regi-et so many Geiinaii 
troops gatlipring on the boitlors; for 
he believe# them to be m the control 
of the disaffected nobles of tbeNotlier- 
Imds.” Having made this giave in- 
sinuation, he pioceeded in the amio 
bieath to expiess his anger at a state- 
ment said to have been made by 
Orange and Egmont, to the effect that 
he had charged them with iiilciiding 
to excite a civil commotion, an idea, 
he added, whiph had never entcicd lus 
head.*’ In the same paragraph, be 
poured into the most suspicious ear 
that ever listened to a tale of ticason. 


* , y queman reduzir csto cn forma do 
ropublica, eii la qual no pudicsso el Rey smo 
qu0 dlos qujaiessen." — ^Fapiers d'Etat, vii. 
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bis conviction that the nobles were 
^ planning a republic by the aid of fo- 
reign troops, and utteied a complaint 
that these nobles had accused him of 
suspecting them. As for the Piince 
of Orange, he was described as etei- 
nally boastmg of his influence m Ger- 
many, and the great things which he 
could effect by means of his conuesions 
there,' “ so that,” added the Cardinal, 
"we hear no other song.” } 

He bad much to say concerning the 
projects of these grandees to abolish 
all the councils, but that of state, of 
which body they intended to obtain 
the entire control. M.-irquis Berghen 
was represented as being .at the bottom 
of all these intiigucs The genenal 
and evident intention was to make a 
thorough change in the foi in of govei ii- 
nient.^ The klaiqiiis meant to com- 
mand in everything, and the Duchess 
would soon have nothing to do m the 
provinces as regent for the King. In 
fact, Philip himself would be equally 
powerless, “foi,” said the Cardinal, 
“ they will have succeeded m putting 
your M.aiesty completely under guar- 
dianship ’’ “ He added, moreover, that 
tlie eeigniors, in order to gain favour 
with the people and with the estates, 
had allowed them to acquire so much 
power, that they would respond to .any 
request for subsidies by a gencial 
popular revolt. “ This is t^e simple 
truth,” said Granvello, “ and Aoi cover, 
by tho same piooew, in a very fe.v 
days tboi 0 will likewise be no i eligion 
left in the land.”s 'When the depu- 
ties of some of the states, a few weeks 
later, had been iiacgulaily convened 
in Brussels, for flnaucial puiposes, the 
Cardinal i^ormed the monarch, that 
the nobles were endeavouring to con- 
ciliate their good-will, by offering 
them a splendid eeries of festivities 
and banquets. 

He related various anecdotes which 
came to his ears from time to time, 
all tending to excite suspicions as to 
the loyalty and ortliodoxy of the prin- 

> “ Zin fla ef pimto es quo querrian miidor 
esta lonna de govlerco?’— Paiaera d'Etat, 
vii 186, 187. ^ 

a “ — ^ Fues havrian ocabado de pouar la 
en tutela.”— Ibid. 


eipal nobles, A gentleman coming 
from Burgundy had lately, as lie in- 
formed the King, been diniiig with 
Prince of Orange, with whom Horn 
and Montigny were then lodging. At 
table, Montigny called out in a very 
loud voice to the sti-ange cavalier, who 
was seated at a great distance from 
him, to ask if there were many Hugue- 
nots in Burgundy. Ho, replied the 
gentleman, nor would they be per- 
mitted to exist there. Then there can 
be very few people of intelligence in 
that province, returned Montigny, for 
tliDsc uho have any wit ore mostly all 
Huguenots^ The Prince of Orange 
here endeavoured to put a stop to the 
conversation, saying that the Burgun- 
dians weie veiy light to remain as 
they were; upon which Montigny 
afflimed that he had heaid masses 
enough lately to last him for three 
months ® These things may he jests, 
commented Granvelle, but they are 
veiy bad ones," and ’tis evident that 
such a man is an improper instrument 
to remedy the state of religious tdfalrs 
m Tournay. 

At another large party, the King 
was faitlifuUy informed by the same 
chronicler,^ Uiat Marquis Beigheu hod 
been teasing the Duke of Aerschot 
very maliciously, because be would 
not jom the league. The Duke had 
responded as he had formerly done to 
Kgmont, that his M.ajesty was not to 
leceiio^laws fiom hisvass.'Us, adding, 
that, for himself, he nieiuit to follow 
m the loyal tiack of his ancestors, fear- 
ing God and honouring the king. In 
sliort, said Granvelle, he answered 
them with so much wisdom, that al- 
though they had never a high opinion 
of hiB capacity, they were silenced. 
This conveisataon had been Ming on 
before all the servants, the Maiqms 
being especially vocifeious, although 
the room was quite full of them. As 
soon as the cloth was removed, and 
while some of the lackeys still le- 
maiued, Beigheu had lesumcd the com 
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versa'^on. He sud he was of the same 
mind as his ancestor John of Berghen 
hM been, who had once told the King’s 
grandfather, Philip the Fair, that if 
bis MajeBi7 was bent on his own pei^ 
dition, 'Ke had no disposition to ruin 
himadf. If the present monarch means 
to lose these pronnees by goyeming 
them as he did goTem them, the hlar- 
quis affirmed that he had no wish to 
lose the little property that he himself 
possessed in the country. “But if,” 
argued the Duke of Aersehot, “the 
K'mg absolutely refuse to do what yon 
demand of him; what then*” “ Par 
la cordieal" responded Berghen, in a 
rage, “ we will let him see I ” where- 
upon all became silent * 

Granvelle implored the King to keep 
these things entirely to himself ; add- 
ing that it was quite necessaiy for his 
Majesty to learn in this manner what 
were the real dispositions of the gen- 
tlemen of the provinces. It was also 
stated in the same letter, that a ruffian 
Genoese, who had boon ordered out of 
the Hethoilands by the Eegent, be- 
cause of a homicide he bad committed, 
was kept at "Weert, by Count llom, ■ 
for the purpose of murdering the Car- 
dinal.* 

He affirmed that he was not allowed 
to request the expulsion of the assas- 
sin from the Count’s house ; but that 
he would take care, nevertheless, that 
neither this ruffian nor any other 
should accomplish his purpq^e. A 
few weeks afterwards, expressing his 
jqy at the contradiction of a report 
that Philip had himself been assassi- 
nated, Granvelle added : " I too, who 
am but a worm in comparison, am 
threatened on so many sides, that 
many must conmder me alieady dead. 
Nevertheless, I will endeavour, with 
God’s help, to live as long as I can, 
and if they kill me, I hope they will 
not gain everything.”-* Yet, with 
characteristic JesiiitLsm, the Cardund 
could not refrain, even in the very 
letter in which he detailed the rebel- 


1 *‘*Que sena?' respondiS^ Marques co 
ttlOTd * par la cordleu nous my ferons voir 
"/iapiera d’Eta 
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hous demonstrations of Berghen, and 
the murderous schemes of Horn, tc 
protest that he _ did not^ say these 
things “ topryvdice hit Majesty against 
any one, but only that it might he 
known to what a height the impu- 
dence was rising.”* Certainly the 
King and the ecclesiastic, like the Bo- 
man soothsayers, would have Iriuihed 
in each other’s face, could they heie 
met, ovAr the hollowness of such di>- 
monstrations. Granvelle’s lettei were 
filled, for the greater part, with pic 
tures of treason, stratagem, and bloody 
intentions, fabricated mostly out oi 
reports, table-talk, disjointed chat in 
the careless fieedom of domestic intci 
couise, while at the same time a i.iir- 
gni was alw-ays left to expiess hw ov.n 
wounded sense of the injurious ■-i.-.pi- 
cions uttered against him by the i.vii- 
ous subjects of his letters. ’• God 
knows,” said he to Perez, “ that I 
always speak of them with reapect, 
w'hich is more than they do of me. 
But God forgive them all In timu 
like these, one must hold one’s tongue 
One must keep still, m order not to 
stir up a hornet’s ne^”' 

In short, the Cardinal, little h,i 
little, during the last year of bis i c-' 
dence m the Netherlands, was cn.ahleJ 
to spread a canvas before his soie 
reign’s eye, in which certain pronunenf 
figures, highly coloured by patiently 
aeoumulited touches, were rejiresenteil 
as driving a whole nation, against it- 
own will, into manifest revolt The 
estates and the people, he eaid, were 
already tired of the proceedings of tlir 
nobles, and those personage, would 
find themselves very much mistaken 
in thinking tliat men who had .mythinj 
to lose would follow them, w hen thei 
began a rebellion against his Maj-'-ty ' 
On the whole, he was not desii ous o 
prolonging his own residence, although 
to do huu justice, he was not infiiieiicci 
by fear. He thought, or affected t 
think, that the situation was one of 
factitious popu lar disconten t, procure 

nadio, mna solo paraque concjsca qtto cruc 

la desvergueD9a/’ etc.— Fapiers d’Ktat, vi 
190-104. 
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by the intrigues of a few ambitious 
Q and impoverished Catiiines and Ce- 
thegi, not a rising rebellion sueh as 
the world had never seen, 'bom of the 
dowly-awakened wrath of a whole 
people, after the martyrdom of many 
years. The remedy ^at he recom- 
mended was that Uis ALajesty should 
come in person to the provinces. The 
monarch would cure the whole dis- 
order as soon as he appeared,) said the 
Cardinal, by merely m.ikmg the sign 
of the cross.* 'Whether, indeed, the 
rapidly-increasing cancer of national 
discontent would prove a meie king’s 
evU, to be healed by the royal touch, 
as many persons besides Grauvelle be- 
lieved, was a point not doomed to be 
tested, Fiom that day forward Philip 
began to hold out hopes that he woidd 
come to adminioter the desired remedy, 
but oven then it was 'the opinion of 
good judges that he would give md- 
lions rather than make his appearance 
m the jS'etherlands.f It was even the 
hope of IVilliam of Orange that the 
King would visit the provinces. He 
expressed his desire, in a letter to 
Lazariu Schwcndi, that his eovercign 
should come in person, that he might 
see whether it had heen right to sow 
so much distrust between himself and 
his loyal subjects.'* ThePimoeasseitiHl 
that it was irapossiblo for any person 
not on the spot to imagine the fal=e- 
hoods and calumniee circitlated by 
Oranvelle and his fi lends, accusing 
Orange and his associates of rebellion 
and heiosy, in the most infamous ra.an- 
ner in the world. He added, in con- 
clusion, that he could wiite no more, 
for the mere thought of the manner 
in which the government of tho Nether- 
lands was carried on filled him nuth 
disgust and rage.^ This letter, to- 
gether with one in a similar strain 
from Egmont, was transmitted hy the 
valiant and highly intellectual soldier 
to whom they were addressed, to the 
Eing of Spam, with an entreaty that 
he would take warning from the bitier 
truths which they contained. The 

1 ** T con 811 prcsoDcia se podiiau remediar 
sanctiguando t— Papieva d’Kfcat, viisS64. 

> PapletB d'Etat, lx. 1S4, 
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CO one , who was a most trusty friend 
of Orange, wrote afterwards to Ufar- 
gaxet of Parma, in the same spUlt, 
warmly urging her to moderation m 
religious matters. This application 
highly enraged Morillon, the Cardinal's 
most confidential dependant, who ac- 
cordingly conveyed the intelligence to 
Lie already departed chief, exclaiming 
in his letter, " what does the ungrate- 
ful baboon mean hy meddling wifii our 
affiiirs ? A pretty state of things, truly, 
if kmgs are to choose or retam thoir 
ministera at the will of the people; 
little does he know of the disastein 
which would he caused hy a relaxation 
of tho cdKts.”° In the same sense, 
the Caiuinal, just before his departure, 
which was now imminent, wrote to 
warn his sovereign of the seditious 
cliaracter of the men who were then 
placing thoir breasts between tho peo- 
ple and their butchers. 

It is Builiciently obvious, from the 
picture which we have now presented 
of the respective attitudes of Granvello, 
of the seigniors, and of the nation, 
during tho whole of the year 1668, 
and the beginning of tho following 
year, that a crisis was fast approaching 
GiaiivcUo was, for tho moment, trium- 
phant; Orange, Egmont, and Horn hod 
abandoned the state council; Fhihp 
could not yet make up his mind to 
yield to the storm, and Alva howled 
defiance at the nobles and the whole 
people of the Netherlands Neverthe- 
less, waigaret of Panua w-as utterly 
sveary of the minister, the Cardinal 
himself was most anxious to be gone, 
and the nation — ^for there was a nation, 
however “ vile the animal” might he 
— ^was becoming daily more enraged at 
tlio presence of a man in whom, svhe- 
ther justly or falsely, it beheld the 
incarnation of the leh^ous oppression 
under which they groaned. Meantime, 
at the close of the year, a new incident 
came to add to tlie gravity of the situ- 
ation. Caspar Schetz, Baron of Grob- 
bendonck, gave a gi'eat dinner-party 
in the mon*h of December 1563.'* This 

• Coricspoiu^nce rhilippo II., i 2fl0. 
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peraonogej ■whose same waa promment 
for Biany years in the public affairs of 
tub nation, waa one of the four brothers 
who formed a very opulent and influen* 

mercantile establishment. He waa 
the King's principal factur and hnan* 
Ain.1 agent. He was one of the great 
pillars of the Bourse at Antwerp. He 
waa likewise a tolerable scholar, a do* 
testable poet, an intriguing politician, 
and a corrupt financier. Ho was regu- 
larly in the pay of Sir Thomas Gresham, 
to whom he furnished secret informa- 
tion, for whom he procured differcnthd 
fa'vouTS, end by whose government he 
was rewarded by gold chains and pre- 
sents of hard cash, bestowed as secretly 
as the eqmvalent waa con'veyed adroit- 
ly,^ Nevertheless, although his venaUty 
waa already more than suspected, and 
although his peculations during his long 
career became so extensive that he was 
eventually prosecuted by government, 
and died b^ore the process was termi- 
nated, the Lord of Grohhendonck was 
often employed in most deUcate nego- 
tiations, and, at the piesent epoch, 
was a man of much impoitaiice in the 
Netherlands. 

The treasurer-general accoidingly 
gave his memorable banquet to a ^s- 
tmguished party of noblemen. Tlie 
conversation, during dimier, turned, as 
was inevitable, ux^on the Cardinal. 
Hia ostentation, greediness, insolence, 
were fully canvassed. The wine flowed 
freely, as it always did in those Flemish 
festivities — ^the brains of the*proud 
and leckless cavaliers became hot with 
excitement, while still the odious cede- 
siastlo was the topic of their conver- 
saHon, the object alternately of fierce 
invective or of scornful nui^th. The 
pompous display which he affected 
in his equipages, livciica, and all the 
appurtenances of his household, had 
frequently excited their deiiaion, and 
now afforded fresh matter for their 
ridicule. The customs of Germany, 
the simple habiliments in which the 
retmnera of the greatest houses were 
arrayed in that countrv, weie con- 
trasted with the tinsel md glitter in 
^hich the prelate ^rankra himself. It 


was proposed, by way of shewing con- 
tempt for Grauvelle, that a h\crT 
should be forthwith invented, as da 
ferent as possible from his in general 
effect, and that all the gentlemen pre- 
sent ^ould indiscrimately adopt it for 
their own menials. Thus would tho 
people whom the Cardinal wished to 
dazzle with his finery Icam to estimate 
such gauds at their true i^ilue. It u is 
determu|ed that something extremely 
plain, and in the German fashion, 
should be selected. At the same tune, 
the company, now thoroughly fiiflame^l 
with wine, and possessed by the bpuit. 
of mockeiy, determined that a symljul 
should bo added to the liveiy, by ivhii h 
the universal contem^it for Granvellti 
should he expressed. The x>ioxio^iii(.ii 
w as hailed with acclamation, but v, ho 
should invent the hieioglyjdiical c< - 
turned All were reckle&s and lemh 
enough, but iugenuity of duMCO 
lequired. At last it was detciinirci] 
to decide tho question by baAu>l 
Amid shouts of hilarity tho dice weie 
thrown. Thoso men wei c staking then 
lives, peihaps, upon the l^suc, but the 
reflection gave only a keener zcbt tu 
the game Hgmont \\ on.^ It u as thi' 
most fatal victoiy which he had cm: 
aclueved, a more deadly lui/e e\tii 
than the trophies of St Quentin aiul 
Gi avelmgen. 

In a fejv days afterwards, the re 
tamers oi* the house of Kgmonb sui 
pnsed Bi ussels by making their ai)X>eai- 
ance in a new livery. Houblet ami 
hose of the coarsest giay, and loii!' 
hanging sleeves, without gold or m1\ui 
lace, and having hut a single orii uncut, 
comprised the whole costume An 
emblem which seemed to resemble a 
monk's cowl, or a fool’s cap .ind boUa, 
was embroidered upon each sleeve. 
The device pointed at the Cardinal, as 
did, by contrast, the affected coaise- 
ness of the dross. There was no doubt 
as to the meaning of the hood, but 
ihey who saw in the symbol raoi e re- 
semblance to the jestei's cap, recalleil 
certain bitmg expressions which Gian- 
vello had been accustomeef to use. lie 
hod been wont, in the days of hia 
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greatest insolence, to speak of the most 
1 eminent nobles as zanies, lunatics, and 
buffoons. The embroidered fool's cap 
was supposed to typify the gibe, and 
to remind the arrogant priest that a 
Brutus, as in the olden tune, might be 
found lurking in the costume of the 
fool.^ However witty or appropriate 
the invention, the hveiy had .an im- 
mense success. According to agree- 
ment, the nobles who had dii%d with 
the iu'easurcr ordered it for all their 
servants. Never did a new dress be- 
come so soon the fashion. The unpo- 
pularity of the minister assisted the 
quamtness of the device. The fool’s- 
cap livery became the lage Never 
was such a run upon the habei dashers, 
merceia, aud tailors, since Bi ussels had 
been a city. All the fiieze-cloth m 
Brabant was exhausted. All the serge 
in Flanders was clipped into monastic 
cowls The Duchess at first laughed 
with the rest, but the Oardmol took 
care that the King should be at once 
informed upon the subject. Tho Ite- 
gent was, perhaps, not extremely soiry 
to see the man ridiculed whom she so 
corduilly disliked, and she accepted 
the careless excuses made on the sub- 
ject by Egmont and by Orange without 
severe criticism. She wiote to her 
brother that, although the gentlemen 
hod been influenced by uo evil inten- 
tion, she had thought it best^o exhoit 
them not to push tho ]cst *too far ° 
.Ahcady, howcicr, she found that two 
thousand pans of slceios'* had been 
made, aud the most she could obtain 
was that tho fools' caps, or monks’ 
hoods, should in futuie be omitted 
from the hveiy.^ A change was ac- 
cordingly made in the costume, at 
about the tune of the Cardinal's de- 
parture. A bundle of ariows, or in 
some instances a wbcat-shcaf, was sub- 
stituted for the cowls.** Various inter- 
pretatious were placed upon this new 

1 Stroda. 
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emblem. According to ibo noblei 
themselves, it denoted the union of all 
tbeir heoi^ in the King’s servic#, 
while their enemies insinuated that it 
was obviously a symbol of conspiracy.^' 
The costume thus amended was worn 
by the gentlemen themselves, as well 
as by their servants. Egmont dined 
at the Kegent’s table, after the Cardi* 
nal's dopaiiure, in a camlet doublet^ 
w'lth hanging sleeves, and buttons 
stamped u'lth the bundle of arrows.^ 
For the present the Cardinal affected 
to disapprove of the fashion only from 
its icbelliouB tendency. The fools* 
caps and cowls, he meekly observed to 
Fliili}^, weie the least part of the 
offence, for an injury to himself could 
be easily foi given. The wheatssheaf 
and the arrow-bundles, however, were 
veiy ^lIe tilings, for they betokened 
aud coufiinicd the existence of a con- 
spiracy, such as never could be toler- 
ated by a 2HU1CC who had any legard 
foi hifl own authority.® 

This incident of lie livery occupied 
the public attention, and inflamed the 
universal hatred during the later 
months of the mimster’s residence in 
the coimtry. Meantime the three 
seigniors hod become vexy impatient 
at icceiviug no answer to their letter. 
Maig.ti'et of Paima was urging her 
brotlior to give them satisfcvction, re- 
peating to him Uicir bittci com^ilamis 
that then characters and uoudiictweie 
the Bulycct of constant mibi epresento- 
tion to their sovereign, aud ^dctming 
her own isolated condition. She ro- 
piescnted heivclf as entirely deprived 
of the support of those great person- 
ages, who, despite her poaitne assu- 
rances to the contiaiy, persisted in be- 
lieving that they w ere held up to the 
King as cons^iuators, and >vere in 
danger of being punished as traitors.'' 
Phihp, on his part, was conning Grau- 
vellc’s despatches, filled with h mts of 
* rum punto cb cl do la libiea quo 

bail s.iuido aquullos bcfiiircs y bUb adliei eubea 
uo poi U in\ cncioii dc las cabc^os de locos y 
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ecn^ira^iy, and holding coimcil with 
A jjr ftj ^ho had already recommended 
the taking off several heads for treason. 
The Prince of Orange, who already 
had secret agents in the King’s house- 
hold, and was supxilicd with copies of 
the most private papsis in the palace, 
knew better than to bo deceived by 
the smooth representations of the 
Regent. P hili p had, however, at last 
begun secretly to yield. Ho asked 
Alva’s advice,*^ whether on the whole 
it would not bo better to let the Car- 


dinal leave the Kethcrl.ands, .it least 
for a time, on pretence of visiting his 
mother in Burgundy, and to invite 
Count Egmont to Jtidiad, by way of 
striking one link from the chiiin, as 
Qranvelle had suggested. The Huke 
hod replied that he had no doubt of 
the increasing insolence of the three 
seigniors, as depicted in the letters of 
the Duchess Margaret, nor of their in- 
tention to make the Cardinal their first 
victim; it being the regular principle 
in aU revolts against the sovereign, to 
attack the chief minister in the tot 
place. Ho could not, however, per- 
suade himself that the King should 
yield and Grauvollo be recalled Never- 
theless, if it wore to be done at all, he 
preferred that the Caidinal should go 
CO Burgundy without leave asked either 
of the Dui^ess or of Philip, and that 
he should then write, dccli^g to re- 
turn, on the ground that his life was 
not safe in the Netherlands.’ • 

After much hesitation, the monarch 
at last settled upon a plan, which re- 
commended itself through the estrerae 
duplicity by which it was marked, and 
the compheated system of small decep- 
tions, which it consequently required. 
The King, who was never so thoroughly 
happy or at home as when elaborating 
the ingredients of a composite false- 
hood, now busily employed himself in 
his cabinet. He measured off, in vari- 
ous letters to the Regent, to the three 
nobles, to Egmont alone, and to Gian- 
veUo, certain proportionate parts of his 
whole plan, which, tol^ separately, 
were intend ed to ^ecei/e, and did de- 

va 2'®. 2M, SW. ' 
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ccive nearly every person in the world, 
not only in his own generation, but for *■ 
three centuries afterwards, but which, 
arranged synthetically, os can now be 
done, in consequence of modem reve- 
lations, formed one complete and con- 
siderable lie, the observation of which 
furnishes the student with a lesson in 
the political chemistry of those d.iys, 
which called MacchiaveUion states- 
manship. The termination of the 
Granv^e regency is, mereover, most 
important, not only for the grave and 
almost interminable results to which 
it led, but for the illustration which it 
affords of the inmost chaincters of the 
Cardinal and “his master.” 

The courier who was to take Philip’s 
letters to the three nobles was detained 
three weeks, in order to allow Aimcn- 
teros, who was charged with tlie moi e 
important and scciet despatches for 
the Duchess and Granvelle, to reach 
Bi usscls fir»t All the letters, however, 
were re.idy at the same time. The 
letter of instmetions for Armenteroa 
enjomed upon that envoy to tell the 
Regent that the heretics were to be 
chastised with renewed vigour, that 
she was to refuse to convoke the states- 
gencrol under any pretext, and that if 
hard pressed, she was to refer directly 
to the King, With regard to Gran- 
velle, the secretary was to state that 
his MajsHy was still deliberating, and 
that the Duchess would be informed 
as to the decision when it should be 
mode. He was to express the royal 
astonishment that the seigniors should 
absent themselves from the state-coun- 
cil, with a peremptory iiitimation that 
they should immediately return to 
their posts. As they had specified no 
particularities against the Cardinal, the 
King would still reflect v]gon the sub- 
jeet.’‘ 

Ho also wrote a private note to the 
Duchess, stating that he had nut yet 
sent the letters for the three nobles, 
because he wished that Armentcros 
should arrive before their courier.^ 
He, however, enclosed tlto notes for 
Egmont,’ of which Margaret was to 
s 
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deliyer that one which, in her opinion, 
was, under the circiunstances, the best. 
In one of these missives the King 
cordially accepted, and in the other ha 
politely declined, Egmont’s recent offer 
to visit Spain, He also forwarded a 
private letter in his own hand-writing 
to the Cardinal, Armenteros, who 
travelled but slowly on account of the 
state of his health, arrived in Brussels 
towards the end of February. "Five or 
sbe days afterwaids — on the 1st March, 
namely' — the courier arrived bringing 
the despatches for the seigniors. In 
his letter to Orange, Emiiont, and 
Horn, the King cxpi eased his astonish- 
ment at their resolution to abstain 
from the state-council. Kevortheloss, 
said ho, impel ativoly, fail not to letum 
thither, and to show how much more 
higlily you regard my service and the 
good of the country than any other 
paiticularity whatever.® As to Gran- 
velle, continued Philip, since you u ill 
not make any specifleations, my inten- 
tion IS to think over the matter longer, 
in order to arrange it as may seem 
most fitting.® 

This letter was dated Febniaiy 19 
(1564),® nearly a month later thoicfoie 
than ^e secret letter to GranvcUc, 
brought by Armenteros, although all 
the despatches had been drawn up at 
the same time, and formed paits of the 
same plan. In tliis brief noteto Gran- 
vello, however, Lay the heart of the 
whole mystery. 

“ I have reflected much,” wrote the 
King, "on all that you have written 
me during these I.ast few months, con- 
cerning the iU-will home you by cer- 
tain personages, I notice also your 
suspicions ti^t if a revolt breaks out, 
they will commence with your person, 
thus taking occasion to proceed from 
that point to the accomplishment of 
their ulterior derigns. I have particu- 
larly taken into consideration the no- 

' “ Sur lacUuteduCaithiml deGnuivcUo,” 
For 11 , Gaclierd (Bulletins de I'Acndemio 
Boyale dc Belgique, xvi,, Ko. 6), p 22. 
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tice received by you from the curate 
of Saint Gudule, as well aa that whit^ 
you have learned concemin/; the OenoSh 
fcho is kept at Weerb; all wUch haa 
given me much anxiety, aa well from 
my desire for the preservation of your 
life, in which my service is bo deeply 
interested, as for the possible results tE 
anythmg should happen to you, which 
God forbid. I have thought, therefore, 
that it uDuId he well, in order to give 
timo and bi eathing space to the hatred 
and rancour which those persons enter- 
tain towards you, and in order to see 
what coiiise ihoy will take in jirepanng 
the necessaiy remedy for the provinces, 
for you to haie the eounlry for somo 
days, in oider to visit your mother, 
and this with the knowledge of the 
Duchess, my sister, and with her per- 
mi-'Siou, which you will request, and 
which I have written to her that she 
must give, without allowing it to ap- 
pear that you have received oiders to 
that effect from me. You w’lU also 
beg her to write to me requesting my 
appiobation of what she is to do. By 
t^ng this course neither my autho- 
rity nor yours will suffer prejudice; 
and accoiding to the turn which things 
may take, measures may be taken for 
your return w'hen expedient, and for 
whatever else there may be to arrange ® 

Tlius, ill two words, Philip removed 
the unpopular minister for ever. The 
limitation of his absence had no mean- 
mg, was intended to have nono. 
K there was not strength enough to 
keep the Cardinal in his place, it waa 
not probable that the more difficult 
task of reinstating him after his fall 
would be veiy soon attempted. It 
seemed, however, to be dealmg more 
tenderly with Gi'anvelle’a self-respect 
thus to leave a vague opening for a 
poBaiblo return, than to send him an 
uncoiidiUoual dismissal. 

Thus, while the Kin g refu sed to 

* Tlie text of this famous note is given in 
a paper extracted fiom the ** Bulletins do 
I'AcaUumio Boyalu de Bruxelles/* tom. xil 
pp. 0. 10, byM Gacliaid. That acute histo- 
rical invcbtigatVi to whom the disoovery of 
tins secret bil^t is ^ue^ well remoKs : 
** li’Acadtmio compronara la joia qua mo fit, 
tprouTcr cette dtcouvarte ; as sont 1ft des 
usances gui dldomma^nt de Idon des 
de bien de^nnuis.**-*?. 9. 
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give any iveiglit to tlie rqiresentations 
of the noUes, and affect^ to be still 
^hibeisting wbether or not ho should 
recall the Cardinal, he had in reality 
already recalled him. All the minute 
directions according to which permis- 
sion was to be asked of the Duchess to 
take a step which had already been 
prescribed by the monarch, and Phi- 
lip’s indulgence craved for obeying his 
own explicit injunction^ were fulfilled 
to the letter. 

AiS soon as the Cardinal received 
the royal order, ho privately made 
preparations for his dejiarture. The 
Segeat, on the other hand, delivered 
to Count Egmont the one of Philip's 
two letters in which that gentleman’s 
visit was declined,^ the Duchess be- 
lieving that, m the present position of 
a&irg, she should derive more assist- 
ance him than from the rest of 
the seigniots. As Granvelle, howerer, 
BtUl delayed his departure, even after 
the anival of the second courier, she 
was again placed in a situation of 
much perplexity. The three nobles 
considered Philip’s letter to them cx- 
tremely "dryaualaoonie,”® andOiange 
absolutely refused to comply with the 
order to re-enter the state-council. At 
a session of that body on the 3d of 
March, where only Granvelle, Viglius, 
and Berlaymont were present, Jlor- 
garet narrated her fruitless attempts 
to persuade the seigniors into obe- 
dience to the royal oiders lateb^ trans- 
mitted, and ask^ their opinions. The 
extraordinary advice was then given, 
that “ she should let them champ the 
bit a btiie while longer, and after- 
wards see what was to be done."^ 
Even at the last moment, the Cardi- 
nal, reluctant to acknowledge himself 
beaten, although secretly desirous to 
retire) was inclined lor a parting 
struggle. The Duchess, howevei , being 
now aimed with the Kin g's express 
oemmanda, and havmg had enough of 
holding the reins while such powerful 


and restive personages were " champ- 
ing the bit,” insists privately that 
tlie Cardinal should make his luiuic- 
diate departure known.* Pasquinades 
and pamphlets were already appeal- 
ing ^ily, each more bitter than the 
oiiei ; the livery was spreading rapidly 
through aB classes of people, and the 
seigniors most distinctly lefused to re- 
cede from their determination of ab- 
sentmgHhemselves from the council 
so long as Granvelle remained.'* Theie 
was no help for it, and on the 13th of 
March* the Cardinal took liis depar- 
ture. N otwithstanding the my stei y of 
the whole proceeding, howcier, IV il- 
ham of Oiange was not dcieivcl. 
He felt certam that the miniotcr la-d 
been iccallcd, and thought it highly 
improbable that he woulrl over be jiei- 
mitted to return. ” Although the C.ii - 
diual talks of coming back again soou,” 
wrote the Pnnee to Schwart^biiig, 
“we neicrthclesa hoiie that, as ho lad 
about hia departure, so he will also 
spare the tiuth m liis present assei- 
turns This was the general con- 
viction, so far as the question of the 
minister’s compulsory letreat was con- 
cerned, of all those who were in the 
habit of receiving their information 
and their opinions from the Prince of 
Orange. Afany even thought that 
Grauielle had been recalled with in- 
dignity, and much against his will. 
" Whence Cm-dmai,” wi'cte Secretary 
Lorich to Count Louis, " received the 
King's order to go, he growled bke a 
hear, and kept himself alone in his 
chamber for a time, making bis pre- 
parations for departure. Ho says he 
shall come back m two moutlis, but 
some of us think they will be two 
long months, which will eat them- 
sslres up like money borrowed of the 
Jews.”* A wag, moreover, posted a 
huge placard upon the door of Gnui- 
velle’s palace in Brussels as soon as 
the minister’s departure was known, 
with the inscription, in large lettcra. 


1 Correspond, de PUhppo II , L S01-29S. 
s CoTrespondanco de GnUl&uine le yacot , 
U. S8, TO. / 

* “Bur quoy aenwila qwello devroit toe 
laisscr encoltes quelque peu ronger lo ftam 
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uiQauibn uod ucli sclbor vara'crfiOB,'* 
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** For sale^ immediately.*’^ In spite of 
the royal ingenuity, therefore, many 
shrewdly BU 6 pei.ted the real state of 
the case, although but yery few ac« 
tually knew the truth. 

The Cardinal left Brussels with a 
numerous suite, stately equipages, and 
much parade. The Duchess piovided 
him with her own mules and with a 
sufficient escort, for the ICmg had 
expressly enjoined that every care 
diould be taken against any mui- 
deroua attack. There was no fear of 
such assault, however, for all weie 
sufficiently satisfied to see the miniatcr 
depart. Brederode and Count Hoog- 
straaten were standing together, Iook< 
ing from the window of a house near 
the gate of Caudenberg, to feast their 
eyes with the spechicle of their ene- 
my’s retreat. soon as the Caidinal 
had pa^ed through that gate, on his 
way to 'Namur, the first stage of his 
journey, they rushed into the street, 
got both upon one horse, Hoogstraaten, 
who alone had boots on his legs, taking 
the saddle and Brederode the croup, 
and galloped after the Cardinal, with 
the exultation of school-boys.^ Thus 
mounted, they contmued to escort 
the Cardinal on his journey. At one 
time, they were so near his carriage 
while it w'as passing through a la^iue, 
that they might have spoken to him 
from the heights above, Where they 
had paused to obseive him, but they 
pulled the capes of their cloaks over 
their faces and suffered him to pass 
unchallenged. " But they aie young 
folk,” said the Cardinal, benignantly, 
after relating all these particulars to 
the Duchess, '*and one should pay 
Lttle regard to their actions.” He 
abided, that one of Egmont’s gentle- 
men dogged the party on the journey, 
lodging in the same inns with them, 
apparently in the hope of learning 
something from their conversation or 
proceedings. If that were the man’s 
object, however, Granvelle expressed 
the conviction that he was disap- 
pointed, asenothing could have been 
more merry than the w'hole company, 
• 

1 Fontus Faj en 2IS 

A Fapiors rl'Etiit, vii 420. 

8 Ibul tvii. 40{), 410. * IVal 


or more discreet than their conversa- 
tion.** ^ 

The Cardinal began at once to put 
into operation the system of decep- 
tion, as to his departure, which hi^ 
been planned by Philip. The man 
who had been ordered to leave the 
Netherlands by the King, and pushed 
mto immediate compliance with the 
royal command by the Duchess, pro- 
ceeded to address letters both to 
Philip and Margaret. He wrote from 
Namur to beg the Hegent that she 
would not fail to imploie his Majesty 
graciously to excuse his having ab- 
sented him&elf for private reasons at 
that particular moment He wrote 
to Philip from Bc8au9on, stating that 
his desire to visit his mother, whom 
he had not seen for nineteen years, 
and his natal soil, to which he had 
been a stranger during the same 
period, had induced turn to take 
advantage of his brothci's journey to 
accompany him for a few days mto 
Burgundy.^ He had, tiierefore, he 
said, obtained the necessary permis- 
sion fix>m the Duchess, who had 
kindly promised to write very par- 
ticularly by the first courier, to beg 
his Majesty’s approval of the liberty 
which they had both taken.* He 
wrote from the same place to the 
Regent again, saying that some of the 
nobles pretended to have learned from 
Armenteros tliat the King had ordered 
the CiftJinal to leave the country and 
not return ; all w bich, he added, was a 
very false Benaidesque mvention, ai 
which he did nothing but laugh ^ 

As a matter of course, bis brother, 
in w'hose company he was about tc 
visit the mother whom he had not 
seen for the past nmeteen years, was 
as much mystified os the rest of the 
world.^ Chantonnay was not aware 
that anything but the alleged motives 
had occasioned the joiuney, nor did 
he know that his brother w'ould pei^ 
haps have omitted to visit tiieir com- 
mon parent for nineteen years longer 
had be not received the royal order tc 
loavo the NethbrlandO. 

> Idiq., vu. 46^ 484. < 

T Ibid., vu. 691. ^ 

4 Ibid., IS 5(>5. ^ 
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PliiUpj on the other side, had bub- the royal programme, but he accom- 
tatLed his paat in the farce with much plished his task so a^oitly, and with 
ability. Viglius, Bcrlaymont, Monl- such redundancy of zeal, as to shew 
Jon, and all the lesser cor^nalista his thorough sympathy with the 
were entirely taken in by the letters King’s policy. He dissembled u \\ h 
which were formally despatched to better grace, even if the King did it 
the Duchess m reply to her own and more natuitdly. Nobody was too 
the Cardinal’s notification. “ I cannot insignificant to he deceived, nobody 
take it amiss,'* wrote the King, *'that too august. Empeior J7erdinandfaied 
you have given leave of absence to no betttj than "Esquire** Boidey. 
Cardinal de Granvelle, for two or " Some of those who hate me,** be 
three months, according to the adviccs wrote to the potentate, " have circu- 
just received from you, that he may lated the repoi't that I had been 
attend to some private affairs of Ms turned out of the country, and was 
own.^ As soon as these letters had never to return, TMa story has 
been read in the council, Vigliuafiwth- ended in smoke, since the letters 
fully transmitted them to Gianvelle wiitten by his Majesty to the Ducheis 
for that personage's enlightenment; of Parma on tho subject of the leave 
adding his own innocent lefiection, of absence which she had given me ” ^ 
that " this was very different language Philip himself addressed a piivatc 
from that held by some people, that letter to Granvelle, of couise that 
your most illustiioua lordship had others might see it, in which he 
letired by order of his Majesty “ Mo- affected to have just learned that tho 
rillon also sent the Cardinal a copy of Cardinal had obtained permission from 
the same passage in the royal des- the Bcgcnt “ to make a visit to his 
patch, saying, very wisely, " I wonder mother, m order to arrange certain 
what they w lU all say now, since those family matters,** and gravely gave his 
letters have beon read in council”* approbation to the step.* At the 
The Duchess, as in duty bound, denied same time it was not possible for the 
flatly, on nil occasions, that Armentei'OB King to resist the temptation of 
hod OTOughb any letteis recommending adding one other stroke of dissimula- 
or ordering tho niiuister's retreat.* She tion to his own share in the comedy, 
conscieutioufily displayed the letters of Granvelle and Philip had deceived cdl 
hia Majesty, proving the contrary, and the woi Id. but Philip also deceived 
yet, said Vigliua, it was very hard to Granvellcr The Cardinal mado a 
prevent people talking as they liked.* mystery of hia departure to Poll- 
Granvelle omitted no occasion ib mys- wilier, VigUus, Morillon, to the £m- 
tify every one of his correspondents peror, to his own brother, and also to 
on the subject, referring, oi course, the King’s secretary, Gonralo Perez ; 
to the same royal letters which had but ho uas not aware that Perez, 
been written for public reading, ex- whom he thought himself deceiving 
pressly to corroborate these state- as ingeniously os he ba/l done all the 
ments. "You seo by his l^fajesty’s otheis, had himself drawn up the 
letters to Madame de Parma,*’ said he letter of recall, which the King had 
io Morillon, "how false is the report afterwards copied out in his oivn 
that the King had ordered me to leave hand and maikcd "secret and confi- 
Flanders, and in what confusion those dential **• Yet Granvelle might have 
persons find themselves who fabricated gnessed that in such an emergency 
the story”® It followed of necessity Philip would hardly depend upon his 
that he should cany out his part in own literary abilities. 
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OrauTellB remiimod montli after 
month in seclusion, doing his best to 
philosophise. Already, .during the 
latter period of his residence in the ' 
Netherlands, he had lived in a compa- 
rative and forced solitude. His house 
had been avoided by those potrer- 
worshippers whose faces are rarely 
turned to the setting sun. He had, 
in consequence, already, Ijpfore his 
departure, begun lo discourse on the 
beauties of retirement, the fatigues of 
greatness, .and tlie necessity of repose 
for men broken with the storms of 
state ^ A gi eat m.an was like a lake, 
he said, to which a thiisty multitude 
habitually resorted till the waters 
were troubled, euUied, and finally 
exhausted.’ Power looked more at- 
tractive in front than in the retrospect. 
That which men possessed was ever 
of leas value than that which they 
hoped.' In this fine strain of elo- 
quent commonplace the faUiug minis- 
ter hod already begun to moralise 
upon the vanity of human wishes. 
When he was established at his 
charming retreat in Burgundy, ho h.id 
full leisure to pursue the theme. He 
remained in retirement till his beard 
grow to his waist,' having vowed, 
according to ropoi-t, that he would not 
shave till recalled to the Netherlands. 
If the report were true, Siiid some of 
the gentlemen in the piejinoes, it 
woiilil be likely to grow to his feet ' 
He professed to wish himself blind 
Slid deaf,’ that he might have no 
l-nowledge of the world's events, 
described himself as buried in litera- 
ture, and fit for no business save to 
remain in his chamber, fastened to his 
hooks, or occupied with private affairs 
and religious exercises.’ He possessed 
a most charming residence at Or- 
ch.anips, where he spent a great^jvjr. 
tion of his time. In one of his le ..ors 
to Vice-Chancellor Sold, he described 
the beauties of this retreat with much 
, delicacy and vigour : — " I am really 
badly off here,” said he, "as I 
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should be in the ludied. I am in sweet 
places where I haye wi^ed for yo# a 
thousand times, for 1 am ceitain that 
you would think them appropriate for 
philosophy and worthy the habitation 
of the Pluses. Here are beautiful 
mountains, high as heaven, fcitile on 
all their sides, wreathed uith vine- 
yaids, and rich with every fruit; here 
are livers flowing through charming 
valleys, the wateis cleai as ciystal, 
filled with trout, breaking into num- 
beiless cascades. Here are umbrageous 
groves, fertile fields, lovely meadows ; 
on the one side great w'armth, on 
the other side delectable coolness, 
despite the summer's heat. Hor is 
theie any lack of good company, 
friends, and relations, with, os you 
well hnow, the very best wines in the 
world 

Thus, It is obvious that the Cardinal 
was no ascetic His heimitage con 
tained other appliances save those for 
study and devotion. His retired life 
was, m fact, that of a voluptuary. His 
brother, Chontonnay, reproached him 
with the BumptuousnesB and disorder 
of his establishment.® He lived in 
''good and joyous cheer.” He pro* 
fesBcd to be thorouglUy satisfied with 
the course things bad taken, knowmg 
that God was above all, and would 
take care of all. He avowed his de 
termination to estiact pleasure and 
profit even from the Ul-will of his adver* 
saries. •“Behold my philosophy,” he 
cried, “to live joyously as possible, 
laughing at the world, at passionate 
people, and at all their calumnies.” “ 
It is evident that his philosophy, if it 
had any real existence, was suf&ciently 
Epicurean. It was, however, mainly 
compounded of pretence, like his whole 
nature and his whole life. Kotwith* 
standing the mountains high as hea- 
ven, the cool giottos, the trout, and 
the Burgundy, conccniing which he 
descanted so eloquently, he soon be- 
came most impatient of his oompul* 
eory seclusion. His pretence of '' coosr 
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poBiiig himself as much os possible to i with ludicrous vehemence. "They so; 
tnsiquillity and repose”^ could do- I tha red fellowia bade .acain.” ha wmtn 
ceiT8 none of the intimate asaoci<ates 


to whom he addressed himself in that 
edifying vein. AVhile he affected to 
be bhnd and deaf to politicSj he had 
eyes and ears for nothing else. Woi'ldly 
affairs were his olemeuti and he was 
shipwrecked upon the charming &oh> 
tude which he affected to admu*e. He 
was most anxious to return to the 
world again, but he had diihcult cards 
to play. His master was even more 
dubious than usual «about everything. 
Granvelle was ready to remain in Bur- 
gundy as long as Philip chose that he 
should remam there. He was also 
ready to go to “ India, Pei u, or into 
the fire,"' whenever his King should 
require any such excursion, or to re- 
turn to the Netherlands, confronting 
any danger which might lie in his 
path.^ It is probable that he nourished 
tor a long time a hope that the storm 
would blow over in the provinces, and 
his resumption of power become pos- 
sible. 

William of Orange, although more 
than half convinced that no attempt 
would be made to rexilace the mmiS' 
ter, felt it nccessai^ to keep strict 
watch on his movements. ** We must 
be on our guard,” said he, ** and not 
be deceived. Perhaps they mean to 
put US asleep, in order the better to 
execute their designs. For the pre- 
sent things are peaceable, anchall the 
world is rejoiced at the depariure of 
that good CardinaL”’ The Prince 
never committed the error of under- 
valuing the talents of his great odvei- 
sary, and he felt the necessity of being 
on the alert in the present emergency. 
« *TiB a sly and cunning bird that wo 
ore dealing with,” said he, one that 
deeps nei^er day nor nigliv if a blow 
is to be dealt to us.” ^ Hcmev.'t Brede- 
rode, after solacing himself with the 
speebude of his enemy’s departure, soon 
began to suspect his return, and to ex- 
press himself on the subject, as usual, 
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tliB red fellow ia back itgain,” he wrote 
to Count Lauis, “ and that ^rlaymont 
has gone to meet him at Namiur. The 
devil after the two would be a good 
ebnse," ^ Heverthele&B, the chances oi 
that return became daily fainter. Mar- 
garet of Paima bated the Cardinal with 
great cordiality. She fell out of her 
servitude to him into far more con- 
temptible hands, but for a brief inter 
val she seemed to take a delight m the 
recovery of her freedom. According 
to Viglius, the court, after Granvelle’s 
departure, was like a school of boys 
and girls when the pedagogue's hack 
is tiimod." He was very bitter against 
the Hiiclicss for her manifest joy at 
emancipation.^ The poor President 
was treated with the most maiked dis- 
dain by Marg.-irt't, who also took pains 
to shew her dislike to all the cardmal- 
ists Secretary Aimenteros forbade 
Bordey, who was Gr-uivollc’s cousin 
and dependant, fiom even speaking to 
him in public.^ The Regent soon be- 
came more intimate with Orange and 
Egmont than she liad ever been with 
the Cardinal. She was mode to see — 
and, seeing, she became mdignant — 
the cipher which she had really been 
duruig bis administration. " One ran 
tell what’s o'clock,”” wi'ote Morillon 
to the fallen minister, " since she never 
writes to^u nor mentions your name.” 
As to Armenteros, with whom Gian- 
velle was still on friendly relations, 
he was restless in his endeavours to 
keep the once powerful priest from 
rising again. Having already wormed 
himself into the confidence of the 
llegont, he made a point of shewing 
to the principal seigniors various let- 
ters, in which she had been warned 
by the Cardinal to put no trust in 
them. "That devil," said Armente- 
roB, "thought he had got into Para- 
dise here; but he is gone, and we shall 
take care that he never returns.”^” It 
was soon thought highly probable that 
the Kmg was hut temporising, andj^ 
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the yoluntary departure of the minis- 
ter had been a deception. Of course, 
nothing was accurately ^own upon 
the subject, Philip had taken good 
care of that, but meantime the beta 
wore very high that there would bo 
no restoration. Men thoiight if there 
Iwd been any royal favour remaining 
for the great man, that the Duchess 
would not bo so decided in her de- 
meanour on the subject. They saw 
that she was scailet with indignation 
whenever the Caidinars name was 
mentioned.^ They heaid her thank 
Ueaven that she had but one son, be- 
cause if she had had a second, ho must 
have been .an ecclesiastic, and os rite 
as piiests alw.aj's wcie.' They wit- 
nessed the d.aily coiitmnoly w Inch slie 
he.iped upon poor Viglius, both be- 
cause he was a friend of Granvelle and 
was preparing in his old age to take 
orders. The days were gone, indeed, 
when Margaret was so filled with re- 
spectful a&ction for the prelate, that 
she could secretly correspund w'ith the 
Holy Father at Bntne, and solicit the 
red hat for the object of her venera- 
tion She now wrote to Philip, stating 
that she was better informed as to 
aOairs in the Netherlands than she 
had ever formerly boon. She told her 
brother that all the views of Graiivclie 
and of his followers, Viglius with the 
rest, had tended to produce a ie\ olu- 
tion which they hoped thSl Plulip 
would find in full ojioration w lieu ho 
should come to tlie Nctlicil.iiidi. It 
w.as their object, slio e.aid, to lish in 
troubled w aid's, and, to attain that 
aim, they h.ad ever pursued the plan 
of gaining the esclusn o control of all 
affairs. That w as llio reason w hy they 
had ever opposed the convocation of 
the statos-gonoial They fcatvd that 
their boohs uould be read, and their 
fi.iiiils, uijustioe, Biinoiiy, and lapine 
di-,covei ed.® Tide would bo the rcsidt, 
if tranquillity wero lestorod to the 
countiy, and therefore they h.ad done 

1 Fapiors d'nt.'it, Vlii. I'lS— "Quo sou Al- 
tcio doMcnt iVii'iio commo cscailato qu.'uid 
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their best to fouient onrl maints^in dis* 
cords The Duchess soon afterwajdji 
entertained her royal brother with very 
detailed accounts of various ^cts of 
simony, peculation, and embezzlement 
committed by Viglius, which the Car- 
dinal had aided and abetted, t^d. by 
which he had pioiitcd.^ These reve- 
lations are inestimable in a historical 
point of view. They do not raj^ our 
estimate of Margaret's character, but 
they certainly give us a clear insight 
into the nature of the Granvelle ad- 
ministration. At the same time it 
wa.s characteristic of the Duchess, that 
while she was thus painting the por- 
trait of the Cardinal for Ihe private 
eye of his sovereign, she should ad- 
il^ss the banished minister himself in 
a secict Btram of condolence, and even 
of penitence. She wrote to assure 
Gianvclle that she repented extremely 
ha\mg adopted the views of Orange. 
She promised that she would state pub- 
hcly everywhere that the Cardinal was 
an upright man, intact in his morals and 
his adnunifitratlon, a most zealous and 
faithful servant of the King.* She 
added tliat she recognised the obli^ 
tlons she was under to him, and that 
.■^he loved him like a brother.* She 
adhmed that if the Flemish seigniore 
had induced her to cause the Cardinal 
to bo deprived of the government, i^e 
\\ as ah eady penitent, and that hey fault 
deseived that the King, her brother, 
dioiild^ut oil her head, for having 
occasiouod so great a calamity.^ 

There u as certainly discrepancy be- 
tween the language thus used simul- 
taneously by Ihe Duchess to Granvelle 
and to I*hilip, but Margaret had been 
trained iu the school of Macchiavell], 
and had sat at the feet of Loyohk, 

The Cardmal replied with equal 
suavity, protesting that such a letter 
fiom the Duchess left him nothing 
more to desire, as it furnished 
with an *'entiie and perfect justifica- 
tion'* of Ills conduct,* Ho was aware 


* Dom TEvosquo, u 71 • Ibid, 

Y Dom I'EvcS'pio, ubl sup. He rites the 
MS collection ciititlcde* Memoii’es Ornia- 
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of her real sentiments, no doubt, but 
hciTfas too politic to quarrd with so 
important a personage as Philip’s 
sister. 

An incident which occurred a few 
months after the minister's departure, 
served to shew the general estimation 
in which he was held by all ranks of 
Netherlandeis. Count Mansfeld cele- 
brated the baptism of his sou, Philip 
Octavian, by a splendid senes of festi- 
vities at Luxemburg, the capital of hia 
government, liesides the touniaments 
and similar spoits, with which the 
upper classes of Eui opean society were 
accustomed at that day to divert them- 
selves, there was a grand masqueiade, 
to which the public were admitted as 
spectators. In this " mummery’’ the 
most successful spectacle was that x>re- 
sented by a group arranged in obvious 
ridicule ^ Granvelle. A figure di cssed 
in Cardinal’s costume, with the red 
hat upon hia head, came pacing through 
the arena upon hoiseback Eufoio him 
marched a man attiied like a hciioit, 
with long white beaid, tolling his 
beads upon a rosary, which ho held 
ostentatiously in his bauds Behind 
the mounted Caidinal came the Devil, 
attired in the usual guise considcicd 
appropiiate to the Prince of Darkness, 
who scourged both horse and rider 
with a whip of fox-tails, causmg them 
to scamper about the lists in great 
trepidation, to the immense delight of 
the spectators. The practical p9n upon 
Simon Benard’s name embodied' in the 
fox-tail, with the allusiou to the effect 
of the manifold squibs perpetrated 
by that most bitter and lively enemy 
upon Granvelle, were understood and 
relished by the multitude. Nothing 
could be more hcaity than the blow's 
bt towed upon the minister’s repre- 
sentative, except the applause with 
which this satwe, composed of actual 
fustigation, was leccived. The humor- 
ous spectacle absorbed all the interest 
of the masquerade, and was frequently 
repeated. It seemed difficult to satisfy 
the general desire to i^tne.is a tho- 
tough ch astisemeut of the culprit.”* 


The incident mode a great none in 
the country. The cardinalists felt uatu- 
rally very mneh enraged, but they wore 
in a minority. No censure came from 
the government at Biussels, and ^hins- 
feld was then, and for a long tune 
afterwards, the main pillar or royal 
authoiity in the Netherlands, Itw.as 
sufficiently obvious that Granvelle, for 
the timsf at least, was supported by no 
paity of any influence. 

Meantime he remained in his seclu- 
sion. His unpopulaiity did not, hnii- 
ever, decrease in his absence 31 rue 

than a year after hiS depaiture, Iki- 
laymont said the nobles detested G's 
Cardinal more than ever, and woiiM 
e.at him ahve if they caught lmii * 
The chance of his returning was dying 
gradually out. At about the same 
period Chantonnay advised hia brotlmr 
to shew his teeth * He assured Gi.in- 
velle that he w.as too quiet in his di 
grace, reminded him &at princes h 1 
warm affections when they wished w 
make use of pooi>le, but that wlr'i 
they could have them too oheaiiK, 
they esteemed them but little; m.i! ■ 
ing no accoimt of men whom tiny 
were accustomed to see under their 
feet. He urged the Cardinal, in re 
pcated letters, to take heart again, te 
make himself formidable, and to li-e 
from bis crouchmg attitude. All the 
woild sajphe remarked, that the game 
is up between the King and yoursolr, 
and before long cveiy one will be 
laughing at you, and holdmg you foi a 
dupe.* 

Stung or emboldened by these re- 
monstrances, and weary of his retiie- 
ment, Granvelle at lost abandoned all 
intention of returning to the Netln.'-- 
londs, and towards the end of IfiOa, 
dopa^d to Borne, where he partici- 
pated in the election of Pope Pius V. 
Five years afterwards he was employed 
by Philip to negotiSte the treaty be- 
tween Spain, Borne, and Venice ag-ainat 
the Turk. He was afterwards Viceroy 
of Nayiles, and in 1575 he removed to 
Madrid to take an activei part in the 
management of the public busme-^, 
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Policy of Oiange. 


"the duoider of which," says the 
Abb^ Boisot, could be no longer 
urested by men of mediocre cap&> 


city"‘ He died in that city on the 
21bt September 1560, at the age of 
geven^y and fvas buiied at Htiaou^n.* 
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remainder of the ^eai, in the 
spiing of which the Caidinil had left 
the Ketheilonds, was one of anaicha^ 
confusion, and corruption At iiibt 
there had been a seu'^ati^^ of lelicf 
Philip had cxehangf d Ictteis of exceed 
ing amity w ith Oi inge Lgmont and 
Ifoiii lhcsethiee«oignioishadwiitU.n, 
immediately upon Gianvello 8 leticat, 
to assuie the King of their wiUingnCbii 
to obey the io>al commandb, and le 
same their duties at the state council ^ 
They had, however, assuicd the 
Duchess that the re appeaiance of the 
Caidinol in the countiy would be the 
signal for their instmtaneous with 
diiwal * They appe ued at the council 
duly, working with the utmost a&si 
duity often till late into the night 
Orange had three great objects m 
view,'* by attaining which the countiy, 
m his opsmon, might yet be bavc^ 

1 Fapicrs dTtat Notice piclimmatte <ie 
M Ch -Weiar »Ibid* 

* Conospondance de Guillaume le lodt. 
U.71,g2. 


and the thi eatened convulsions avei ted« 
These were to cum oke the states gene 
ral, to model ate or abohoh tho edicta, 
and to 6ux)piei>9 the council of finance 
aud tliu pi i\y coimcil, leaving only tho 
counuU ot state Ihc two fiibt of 
thts#> points, if gained, would, of 
com&>e, subvert the whole absolute 
policy which PhiUp and Gianvelleh-'d 
euloiccd, it woa, theietuie, hardly 
piobable that any unpe^sion would 
be made upon the secret detennma 
tion ot the government m these re- 
spects As to the council of state, the 
limited poweis of that body, under 
the admiuibtiation of the Cardinal, 
had formed one of the principal com 
plaints against thit mini'atcr The 
justice and finance cuuncilb were sinks 
of iniquity Ihc most baiefaced de- 
pi uity leignedeup eme A gangrene 
hid bpiead through the whole govem- 

s Correspoudaucd%e Philippe II , i 204- 
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ment. The public functionaries were 
Qotoriouriy and outrageously vonaL 
TIR administration of justice had been 
poisoned at the fountain, and the 
people were unable to slake their daily 
thirst at the polluted stream. There 
was no law but the law of the longest 
purse. The highest dignitaiics of 
Phihp's appomtment had become riie 
most meicenary hucksters that ever 
conTcrtod the temple of justice into a 
den of thieves. Law was an article of 
meichandise, sold by judges to the 
highest bidder A poor customs 
could obtam nothing but atnxies and 
impiisonment, or if tainted with stis 
))icion of heresy, the faggot or the 
sword, hut for the richeveiything was 
attainable. Faidona for the most 
atrocious crimes, passports, safe con- 
ducts, offices of trust and honour, 
were disposed of at auction to the 
highest Hdder.^ Against all this sea 
of corruption did the brave ‘William of 
Orange set his breast, undaunted and 
unilmchmg. Hia honour o\ei 
untarnished by e^on a bieatU of 8us> 
piciun. The Caidiiial could accuse 
him of pecuniary embaria«snient, by 
which a large pioportion of Ill's ie%e 
nues were necessuily diveited to the 
hqmdation of las debts, but he could 
not suggest that the Fiinco had ever 
fieed himself from difficulties by 
plunging his hands into the public 
treasury, when it might easily have 
been opened to him. 

It was soon, however, sufficiently 
obvious that as desperate a stiugglc 
was to he made with the many-headed 
monster of corruption as with the Car- 
dinal by whom it had been so long fed 
and governed. The Fiiuce was ac 
I cused of ambition and intiigue It 
I was said t];iat ho was detei mined to 
concentrate all the poweis of govern- 
ment in the state council, which was 
thus to hecomo an omnipotent and 
inesponsihle senate, while the King 
I would be reduced to the condition of 
a ‘Venetian Doge* It w'ns, of course, 
I Bu^ested that it was the aim of 


Orange to govern the new Tribunal of 
Ten. Ko doubt the Frince was am- 
bitious. Birth, wealth, genius, and 
virtue could not have been bestowed 
in such eminent degree on any man 
without carrying with them the deter- 
mmation to assert their value. But 
he practised no arts to anive at tlie 
supremacy which he felt must tdwajB 
belong tc^m, whatever might he hn 
nominal position in the political hici- 
archy. He was already, although but 
just turned of tbiity yeais, \aBtly 
changed from the biilliant and cai clc.s 
giandee, as he stood at tlie hour of the 
imperial abdication. He was becoin- 
mg caicwoin in face, thin of fig up, 
sleepless of habit. The wrongs of 
which he was the daily witness, the 
absolutism, the cruelty, the rotloniic a 
of the government, had inaikcd his 
face with premature fuiiows “ lln v 

pay that the Fiince is \eiysad,"wjotp 
MoiiUon to Giamelle; *'and *tis 
to lead as much in his fice Th-y 
say he cannot Tiuly nii,dit 

the monarch have taken warning tint 
heie was a man who was dongero w, 
and who thought too much. '^Sletk- 
headed men, and such as slept o' 
nights/* would have been more eh- 
gible tunctionanes, no doubt, in the 
loyal estimation, but, fora brief period, 
the King was content to use, to wattli, 
and to Bus^A^ct the man who was one 
day to be his great and mvincible a i- 
tagonist. He contmued assiduous at 
the council, and he did his best, by 
entertaining nobles and citizens at liis 
hospitable mansion, to cultivate good 
relations with laige numbers ot his 
countiymen. He soon, howevei, liul 
become disgusted with the com t 
Egmont was more lenient to the foul 
practices which prevailed tlieie, and 
took almosta cliildibh plcasui e in dining 
at the table of the Duchess, dieb^ed, 
as weie many of the younger nobh s, 
m short camlet doublet w I'Ui the wheat- 
sheaf buttons. 

The Frmce felt more unwilling to 
compromise hia personal ^igmty by 
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oountenancing the flagitious proceed- 
ings and the contemptible supremacy 
of ArmenteroSj and it was soon ^ery 
obviouB, theieforOj that Egmont was 
a gi eater fayounte at court than 
Orange At the same lame the Count 
was ^so diligently rultn ating the good 
giaces of the middle and lower classes 
m llrussols, shooting with the burghers 
tit the popmjay^ calling e\ery pan by 
his name^ and assistmg at jovial b\n 
auots m toun house or guildhall 
The Fnnce^ although at tmies a ne 
cesaaiy partaker aho in these populir 
amusements, could find small ciuse 
for rejoicing in the a&pcct of aflans 
'V\hen hiB busmess led him to the 
palace, he \\as sometimes foiced to 
uoit m the ante chamber for an hour, 
while bccietaij Aimenteios was eu 
giged m pii\ate consultation SMih 
Maigaret upon the most impoitant 
matters of admmistiatiou ^ It could 
not be otherwise than gaUing to the 
piide and offensive to the pabiioti&m 
of the Prmce, to find gicat puhhc 
tiansactions mtru&ted to buch hands 
Thomas de iamentcros was a meie 
pi 11 ate Beci et uy — a simple clerk He 
hod no right to haae cognisance of 
important affous, which could only 
come hefoie hifa KajCbty*e swoiu od 
Visera He w as, moi eo> er, an infamous 
peculator Ho was i oiling up a for 
tune with gieat lapidity bj lp> shame 
less ti ifilc in benchccs, chaigc^, ofiiccs, 
whcthei of church or siitc Hib nauio 
of Aimenterob w u» populaily con 
veited into Aigcnteiob,- in order to 
symbolise the iuan w ho was made of 
public money. Hib confidential inti 
maoy with the DuchebS proem ed for 
him also the name of “ M dame’s 
barber,"*^ in allusion to the famous 
ornaments of Hargaiet’s upper hp, 

1 Papiors d Ltat, Ml SOS 
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and to the celebrated mflueuue en* 
joyed by the baibert of the Duke of 
Savoy and of Louis the £leventl( 
This man sold digmties and places of 
iiigh responsibihty at public auction * 
The Hegent not only connived at 
these proceedmgs, which would have 
been base enough, but she was full 
paitner in the ^sgiaceful commeicc. 
Through the agency of the Secretary, 
bhe, too, was amabsing a large private 
fortune '* ** The Duchess has gone 

into the busmess of vending places to 
the highcbt bidders,” said Honllon, 
'with the bit between her teeth 
The spectacle presented at the council- 
board w IS often BufficienHy repulsive 
not only to the caidmahsts, who were 
treated with elaborate insolence, but 
to all men who lo\ed honour and 
justice, oi who felt au mteiest in the 
piofcpci^ty of government There 
was nothing majestic in Uie appear- 
ance oi the DudbesB, as she sat con- 
veismg apait wnth Armenteros, whia- 
peung, pmching, gigglmg,or disputing, 
while important afiaira of state were 
debated, concernmg which the Secre- 
tary had no right to be udormed ^ It 
was inevitable tl>.t Oiange should be 
offended to the utmost by such pio- 
ceedmgs, although ho was binniBlf 
tieated with compaiative respect As 
foi the ancient icUieients of Gian\ell^ 
the Boidejs, Baves, and HonUous, 
thc^ weie forbidden by the favourite 
e^eu Bilute him in the stieets. 
Bcilaymont was treated by the Duchess 
with studied insult 'M\hat is the 
man tolkuig about?” she would ask 
with liuguid Bupercihousness, if he 
attempted to express his opimon in 
the state council ^ Vighus, whom 
Beilaymont accused of domg his best, 
wi^out success, to make his peace 

Iho corrcBpondcnca of the time piovos 
that the story w is no cilumny, but au in- 
disput ibli- fact 
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with the seigniors, was in even still 
ereater disgrace than Ms fcllow-car- 
mnalisis. He longed, he said, to be in 
liiu^fundy, drinking Granyelle's good 
wine.^ His patience under the daily 
insults which he received from tho 
government made him despicable in 
the eyes of his o^vn party. He was 
desciibed by his ^enda as pusillani- 
mous to an incredible extent, timid 
from excess of nches, afraid of his 
own shadow.^ He was becoming ex- 
ceedingly xiathetic, expresamg fre- 
quently a desire to depart and end his 
^ys in peace. His faithful Hopper 
sustained and consoled him, but even 
Joachim could not soothe his sorrows 
when he reflected that after all the 
work performed by himself and col- 
leagues, ** they had only been beating 
the bush for others,”^ while their own 
shore in the spoils had been withheld 
Nothing could well be more contume- 
lious thin Maigaret’s treatment of the 
learned Frisian. When other council- 
lors were summoned to a session at 
three o’clock, the President was in- 
tited at four. It was quite impossible 
for him to have an audience of the 
Duchess except in the presence of the 
inevitable Armentcros He was not 
allowed to open his mouth, even when 
he occasionally plucked up hevt 
enough to attempt the utterance of 
his opinions. His authority was com- 
pletely dead. Even if he essayed to 
combat the convocation of tl^ states- 
general by the arguments which the 
Duchess, at his suggestion, had often 
used for the purpose, he was treated 
with the same indifference. **The 
poor President,” wrote Granvelle to 
the King’s chief sccietary, Gouzalo 
Perez, ” is afraid, as 1 hear, to sxieak a 
word, and is made to write exoctiy 
what they toil him.” At the same 
time, the poor President, thus mal- 
treated and mortifled, had the vamty 
occasionally to imagine himufllf a bold 
and formidable personage. The man 
whom his most intimate friends de- 
Bcribed as afraid of his oivn shadow, 


described himself to Qranvelle as one 
who went his own gait, speaking Li. . 
mind frankly upon every opportunity, ' 
and compelling people to fear him a 
little, even if they did not love hnn 
But the Cardinal knew bettor than to 
believe In this magnanimous pictuieof 
the doctor’s fancy.* 

Viglius was anxious to retire, but 
unwlBisg to have the appearance ei 
being (fisgraoed. He felt lUBtlnctn ely, f 
although deceived as to tho aotini , 
facta, that his gicat pation had boci' 
defeated and banished. He didii 'C 
wish to be placed in the same po- ' 
tion. He was desirous, as ho pio '-h 
expressed himself, of mthdrais’ing f rnni 
the world, “ that he iniglit balance li j 
accounts with the Loid, before L.i. 
ing the lodgings of life.” He i\-., 
however, disposed to please “ the 1 1 > 
ter” aa well as the Loid. He niJi i ’ 
to have the royal permission to deio.t , 
in peaco. In his own lofty laiigiu J 
he wished to be spimkled on takui; 
his leave “with the holy water of llii 
court.” Moieover, he was fond of liii 
salary, although he disliked tho a' 
caMus of the Duchess. Dgmoiit aii I 
otheis had advised him to abandon tbi 
olBccof President to Hopper, iii oul i, 
as be w’as getting feeble, to rcsoi > o Lii 
whole strengh for the state-oouiiul 
Viglius did not at all relish the xue- 
position. • He said that by giving up 
the sealf, and with them the lank aisl 
salaiy which they confeiied, he shoii' 1 
become a doposed saint Ho had in 
uichnation, aa long as ho lemamuil uu 
the ground at all, to part with thu-e 
mnoluments and honours, and t.> iii 
converted merely into the “ ass of tlir 
state-council.”'’ He had, houen-i, 
with the sagacity of an old navigatoi, 
already thrown out his anchor into 
tho best holding-ground diuiiig iLe 
storms which he foresaw woie soon m 
sweep the state. Before the close of 
the year which now occupies us, the 
learned doctor of laws had become a 
doctor of divinity also ; and had al- 
ready secured, by so doii;g,the wealthy 
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prelbend of Saint Baron of Ghent.^ 
This would be a consolation in the 
loss of secular dignities, and a recom- 
pense for the cold looks of the Duchess. 
He did not scruple to ascribe the 
pointed dislike which Margaret mani- 
fested towards him to the awe in which 
she stood of his stem integrity of 
character. The true reason why Ar- 
menteros and the Duchessl disliked 
him was because, in his own woids, 
“ ha was not of their mind with regai cl 
to lotteries, the sale of offlocs, adv.ai‘ce- 
ment to abbeys, and many other things 
of the kind, by which they weie m 
such a hurry to make their foi tune.” 
Upon another oce.ision he ob..erved, 
in a letter to Gr.mvelle, that, “all 
olhces were sold to the highest bidder, 
art! that the cause of W irgarct’s re- 
sentment against both the t'.ndin.il 
and himself was, that they had so 
long pieventcd her fioin making the 
proflt which she was now doing from 
the sale of henedcca, officea, and other 
farours." * 

Tlio Duchess, on her part, charac- 
terised the proceedings and pohoy, 
both past and present, of the carOh- 
iialista as factious, corruxit, and selSsh 
in the lost degree. She assuied her 
brother, that the simony, rapine, and 
dishonesty of Granvello, Viglius, and 
sll their followeis, had brought affairs 
into the ruinous condition^ Inch w.as 
then but too apparent. They wore 
doing their host, she said, since the 
Caidinal’s departure, to show, by their 
sloth and opposition, that they weie 
determined to allow nothing to pro- 
sper in his absence. To quote her 
iwn vigorous expression to Pluhii — 
" Viglius made her suffer the pains of 
hell."* She described him as per- 
petually resisting the course of the 
administration, and she threw out 
dark suspicious, not only os to his 
honesty hut his orthodoxy. Philip 
lent a greedy ear to those scandalous 
bints concerning the late omiiipaient 
minister and Ms friends. It is an 
instructive* lesson in human history 
to look through the cloud of dissimu- 

1 Correspond, do FUllippa IL, il. dl8-”SS0 

a GmoQ V. Frmat., Aicmvcg, ctc.» L 
lOSllOb) 


lation in wMoh the actors of this 
remarkable epoch were ever en^ 
loped, and to watch them all stabbing 
fiercely at each other m the dark, with 
no regard to previous friendship, or 
even present piofessions. It is edify- 
ing to see the Cardmal, with all Ms 
genius and all his grimace, correspond- 
ing on f amiUar teims with Armenteros, 
who was holding him up to obloquy 
upon all occasions ; to see Philip in- 
clining his ear in pleased astonishment 
to Maigaret's disclosures concermng 
the Cuidinal, whom he was at the 
very instant assuxmg of his uudi- 
miuishcd confidence;* and to see 
Vigliua, the author of the edict of 
1550, and the uniform opponent of 
any mitig.'tion in its horrors, silently 
becoming involved, without the least 
sitspiciou of the fact, in the meshes of 
Inquisitor Titelmann. 

XJlion Phihp’s eager solicitations for 
further disclosures, Maigarct accord, 
mgly informed her brother of addi" 
tional facts commimicated to her, after 
oaths of secrecy had been exchanged, 
by Titelmann and his colleague del 
CiUito. They had assuied her, she 
said, that theie wore gi.we doubts 
touching the orthodoxy of Vighus. 
He had consorted with heretics during 
a laigo portion of his life, and had put 
many suspicious peisons mto ofiice. 

As to his iie]iotism, simony, and fiaud, 
there was no doubt at all. He had 
iichly^novided all his friends and re- 
l.itiona in Fiie^land svith bcuofices. He 
had become in Ms old age a priest and 
chill cbman, in order to snatch the 
piovostslu]! of Saint Bavon, although 
his mfirmities did not allow him to 
say mass, or even to stand erect at the 
altar. The inquisitors had further 
accused him of having stolen rings, 
jewels, plate, Imeu, beds, tajicstry, .uid 
other fiimituie, from the establish- 
ment, all wMch piopoity he had sent 
to h’liesland, and of having seized one 
bundled thousand fioiiua m ready 
money wMch had belonged to the last 
abbiS — an act consequently of pure em- 
hczzlement. The^uchess afterwards 
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transmitted to Philip on inventory of 
tl^ plundered property, including the 
funutore of nine houses, and begg^ 
to command YigUus to make 
stant restitution.^ S there be truth 
in Uie homely proverb, that in case of 
certain quarrels hone^ men recover 
their rights, it is perhaps equally cer* 
tain that when distmguished pubUc 
personages attack each other, hbto> 
nans may arrive at the truth. Here 
certainly are edifying pictures of the 
corruption of the Spanish regency m 
the Netherlands, painted by the Picsi' 
dent of the state-council, and of the 
dishonesty of the President painted by 
the Hegeut. 

A remarkable tumult occurred in 
October of this year at Antwerp. A 
Carmehte monk, Christopher Smith, 
commonly called Fabneius, had left a 
monastery in Bruges, adopted the prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, and taken to 
himself a wife. He had resided for a 
time in England : but, invited by bis 
friends, he had afterwards undertaken 
the dangerous charge of gospebtcachei 
in the commorcLil xuctiopoiis of the 
Netherlands Ho was, houever, sotui 
betrayed to the authorities by a cci* 
tain bonnet-dealer, populaily called 
Long Hargaiet, who had pictcnded, 
for the sake of securing the informer's 
ee, to be a convert to his doctiines. 
fie was seized, and immediately put 
to the torture. He tnonfully refused 
to betray any menibeis of his congre- 
gation— as manfully avowed and mam- 
tomed his religious creed. He was 
condemned to the flames, and during 
the interval which preceded his cxe- 
cutioD, he comforted lus fiiends by 
letters of advice, religious consolation 
and encouragement, which he wiote 
from his dungeon. He sent a message 
to 'Uie woman who had betrayed him, 
assuring her of his forgiveness, and 
exhortmg her to repentance. Hia calm- 
ness, wisdom, and gentleness, excited 
the admiration of all. AVheu, theie- 
fore, this humble imitator of Chnst 
was led through the streets of Antwerp 
to the stake, the popular emotion was 
at once visible. To the multitude who 


thronged about the executioners with 
threatening aspect, he addressed an 
urgent remonstrance that they would 
not compromise their own safety by a 
tumult in his oSuse. He invited all, 
however, to remain steadfast to the 
great truth for which he was about to 
lay down his life. The crowd, as they 
followed the procession of hangmen, 
halberds nen, and magistrates, s.mg the 
hundred' and thirtieth psalm in full 
chorus. As the victim arrived upon 
the market-place, he knelt upon the 
ground, to pray for the last time. He 
was, however, rudely forced to iisc 
by the executioner, who imnieihatL'ly 
chained him to the stake, and Lisi-^iicd 
a leathern strap around his throat. At 
tlus moment the popular mdignatniu 
became uncontiolLible, and stones w tie 
showered upon the magistmteb and 
sokliere, who, after a slight resistance, 
fled for their lives. The foremr»^t ol 
the insui gents dashed into the enclu-iil 
arena, to ie-<cuo the prisoner. It w.i^ 
too late The executioner, even as he 
fleil, had crushed the victim's he id 
with a sledge hammer, and piei ced him 
thiough and through with a poni.ud 
Some of the bystandeis inaint.uned 
afterwards that lus Angers and ]<p4 
were seen to move, as if in feeble 
prayer, for a httle tune longei, until, 
as the fire mounted, he fell into tlie 
flames. Fpr the remainder of the day, 
after the nre had entirely smouldeied 
to ashes, the eharred and half-eonsiuncd 
body of the victim remained on the 
market-place, a ghastly spectacle to 
fiiend and foe. It was afteiwaids 
bound to a stone and c.Tst into the 
Scheld. Such was the doom of Chi is- 
topher Fabneius, for having pi cached 
Christianity in Antwerp. During the 
night an anonymous ^acaid, written 
with blood, w as posted upon the w all 
of the Town House, statmg that there 
were men in the city who would sig- 
nally avenge his murder. Nothing w aa 
done, however, towards the accom- 
pliahment of the threat. The King, 
when he received the intelligence of 
the transaction, was furious with in- 
dignat'on, and wrote savage letters to 
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hifl Bifiter, commanding instant ven- 
geance to be taken upon all concerned 
in 80 foul a riot. As one of the persons 
engaged had, however, been arrested 
and immediately hanged, and as the 
rest had effected their escape, the affair 
was suffered to drpp.^ 

The scenes of outrage, the frantic 
persecutions, were fast becoming too 
horrible to be looked upon by (Jathobc 
or Calvmistw The pnsons swaimed 
(rith victims, the stieeta were thronged 
with processions to the stake. The 
population of thriving cities, particu- 
larly m Flanders, were maddened by 
the spectacle of so much barbarity in- 
flicted, not upon ciimiiials, but usually 
upon men remaikable for prcpiiety of 
conduct and blameless lives. It was 
precisely at this epoch that tlie bui^o- 
mosters, senators, and council of the 
city Bruges (all Catholics) humbly le- 
presented to the Duchess Regent that 
Peter Titelmann, Inquisitor of the 
Faith, against all forms of law, was 
daily exerc jing inquisition among the 
inhabitants, not only against those sus- 
pected or accused of hoi esy, but against 
all, however untainted their characters; 
that he was daily citing before him 
whatever persons he liked, men or 
women, compelling them by force to 
say whatever it pleased him ; that he 
was dragging people fiom their hous^, 
and even from the sacred precincts of 
the church ; often in revenge foi > cibal 
injiines to himself, ahtnys undei pie- 
text of Iici esy, aud ■v> ithout form or 
legal waiTont of any land They thei e - 
fore begged that he might be com- 
pelled to make use of preparatoiy 
examinations with the co-operation of 
the senators of the city, to suffer that 
witnesses should make their deposi- 
tions without being intimidated by 
menace, and to conduct all his subbe- 
quent proceedings according to legal 
formal, which he had uniformly vio- 
lated — pubhely declaring that he would 
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govoni himself according to his own 
pleasure.* 

The four estates of Flanders having, 
in a solemn address to the King, re- 
presented the same facts, concluded 
their brief but vigorous description of 
Titelmann's enormities by callmg upon 
Philip to suppress these horrible prac- 
tices, so manifestly in violation of the 
ancient charters which he hod sworn 
to support It may be supposed that 
the appeal to Philip would be more 
likely to call don n a royal benediction 
than the reproof solicited upon the in* 
qumitur's head. In the pnvy council, 
the petitions and remonatrances were 
lead, and, in the words of the Presi- 
dent, found to be in extremely bad 
ta'ste ” * In the debate which followed, 
Viglais and his friends recalled to the 
Duchei**, in earnest language, the de- 
cided will of the Kmg, uhich had been 
so often expressed. A famt repre- 
sentation was made, on the other hand, 
of the dangerous consequences, in case 
the people were driven to a still deeper 
despair. The result of the movement 
was but meagre. The Duchess an- 
nounced that she could do nothing in 
the matter of the request until further 
infoimation, but that meantime she 
had charged Titelmann to conduct 
himself in his oiBce " with discretion 
and modesty.’’^ The discretion and 
moilesty, however, never appeared in 
any modilication of the inquisitor’s pro • 
cecdiu^, and he continued unchecked 
in his infiiinouB career until his death, 
which did not occur till several years 
aftenvards. In tiutii, Margaret was 
hci-sclf m mortal fear of this horrible 
personage. He besieged her chamber- 
door almost daily, before she had risen, 
insisting upon audiences which, not- 
withstanding her repugnance to the 
man, she did not dare to refuse. May 
I perish,” said Morillon, ** if she does 
not stand m exceeding awe of Titel* 
mann **'* Under such circumstances) 

3 Fapici’s d'Etat, ^ iii 4 JO — Bo so cnii- 
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Eusteined ibo King in Spain, tbe 
Duchess in Brussels, the privy coun- 
cil, and by a leading member of what 
had been thought the hheral party, it 
was not difficult for the Inquisition to 
maintain its ground, notwithstanding 
the solemn protestations of the estates 
and tho suppi essed curses of the people. 

Philip, so far from having the least 
disposition to yield in the matter of 
the great religious persecution, was 
more determined as to his course than 
ever. He had already, as early as 
August of this year, despatched orders 
to the Duchess that the decrees of the 
Council of Trent should be published 
and enforced throughout the Nether- 
lands.^ The memorable quarrel as to 
recedency between the French and 
panish delegates had given some 
hopes of a different determination. 
Nevertheless, those persons who ima- 
gined that, in consequence of this 
quarrel of etiquette, Philip would 
slacken in his allegiance to the Church, 
were destined to bo bitteily mistaken. 
Ho informed his sister that, in the 
common cause of Christianity, he 
should not be swayed by personal 
resentments* How, indeed, could a 
different decision be expected I His 
envoy at Home, as well as his repre- 
sentatives at the council, had univer- 
sally repudiated all doubts as to the 
sanctity of its decrees. “To doubt 
the infallibility of the council, as 
some have dared to do,” said«Francis 
de Vargas, “and to think it capable of 
error, is the most devilish heresy of 
aU. Nothing could so much disturb 
and scandohse the world as such a 
sentiment, Theioforo the Archbishop 
of Granada told, very properly, the 
Bishop of Tortosa, that if he should 
express such an opinion in Spain, they 
would bum him.”* These strenuous 
notions were shared by the King. 
Therefore, although all Europe was 
on tip-toe with expectation to see 
how Philip would avenge himself for 
P’li' upon his ambassador, 
Pl^p disappointed all Europe. 

In August 1664, he wiote to tho 
Duchess Regent that the d ecrees were 
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to be proclaimed and enforced without 
delay. They related to three sub- 
jects, the doctrines to be inculcated 
by the Church, the reformation of 
ecclesiastical morals, and the edtica. 
tion of the people. General police 
regulations were issued at the aune 
time, by which heretics were to be 
excluded from all share in the usual 
convenvmces of society, and were, in 
fact, to be etrictly excoinmunicat-il 
Inns were to receive no guests, scliocU 
no children, alms-houses no paupin, 
grave-yards no dead bodic’, im'isi 
guests, childien, paupers, and dead 
bodies were furnished with the most 
satisfactory proofs of oithodovy, 
llidwives of unsuspected Eomani-in 
were alone to exercise their functions 
and were bound to give notice within 
twenty-four hours of every birth wbict 
occurred; the paiish clerks were ai 
regularly to record every such arUi 
tion to tho population, and the aiitho 
ritiee to see that Catholic b.n'ti‘>mna 
administered in each aase "ith tli. 
least possible delay. Birtlis, de.itlis 
and marriages could only occur u itl 
validity under the shadow of th 
Churon. No human being could cor 
sider himsdf bom or defunct nnles 
provided with a priest's certificate. 
The heretic was excluded, ao far ns 
ecclesiastical dogma could _ eveliide 
him, from, tho pale of humanity, fii'in 
consecrated earth, and from oteiii.il 
salvation. 

The decrees contained many pro- 
visions which not only conflicted uitli 
the privileges of the provinces, but 
with the prerogatives of the soveroigii. 
For this reason many of tbs loids in 
council thought th.at at least the 
proper exceptions should be made 
upon their promulgation. This uas 
also the opinion of the Duchess, but 
the King, by his letters of October 
and November (1564), exiiressly pro- 
hibited any alteration in the onli 
nances, and transmitted a copy oi the 
form according to which the canons 
had been published in Spain, togethet 
with the expression of his desire that 
a similar course should be followed 
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ia the NelLerIimdii.i Margaret of 
( Parma waa in great embarrassment. 
It was evident that the publication 
oould no longer be deferred. Philip 
had issued* his commands, but grave 
senators and learned doctors of the 
university had advised strongly m 
favour of the necessaiy exceptions. 
The extreme party, headed by Vighus, 
were in favour of canying {>ut the 
loyal decisions. They were over- 
ruled, and the Duchess was induced 
to attempt a modification, if her 
brother’s pel-mission could be ob- 
tained. The President expressed the 
opinion that the decrees, even with 
the restrictions proposed, would “ give 
no contentment to the people, who, 
moreover, had no right to meddle with 
theology.”® The excellent Viglius 
foigot, however, that theology had 
been meddling altogether too much 
with the people to make it possible 
that the public attention should be 
entirely averted from the subject. 
Hen and women who might be daily 
summoned to rack, stoke, and scaffold, 
in the course of these ecclesiasti- 
cal anangements, and whose births, 
deaths, marriages, and position in the 
next world, were now to be formally 
decided upon, could hardly be taxed 
with extreme indiscretion if they did 
meddle with the subj-'ct. 

In the dilemma to u Inch t1^ Duchess 
was 1 educed, she again bethought her- 
self of a special mission to Spam, At 
tho end of tho year (1SC4), it was 
determined that Jilgmont should be 
the envoy. Montigny excused himself 
on account of private affairs ; Marquis 
Berghen “ because of his indisposition 
and corpulence.” ’ There was a stormy 
debate in council after Egmont had 
accepted the mission and immediately 
before his departure. Viglius had 
been ordered to prepare the Count’s 
instructions. Having finished the 
rough draught, he hud it before tho 
board ^ Tho paper was conceived in 
general terms, and might mean any- 
thing or nothing, Ko criticism upon 
its Iwguage was, however, offered un- 
til it came to ihe turn of Orange to 


vote npon the document. Then, how< 
ever, Wilham the Silent opened Ida 
hps, and poured forth a long and vehe- 
ment discourse, such as he rarely pro- 
nounced, but such as few except 
himself could utter. There was no 
shuftling, no disguise, no timidity in 
his language He took the ground 
boldly that the time bad arrived for 
speaking out. The object of sending 
an envoy of high lank and European 
leputation like the Count of Egmont, 
was to tell the ICuig the truth. Let 
Philip know it now. Let him he un- 
equivocally informed that this whole 
machinery of placards and scaffolds, 
of new bishops and old hangmen, of 
deciees, iiiquisitora, and luluiijicra, 
must once and for ever be abohshed. 
Their day was over. The Netherlands 
weie fice pioviuces, they were sur- 
louudcd by tiee couutiies, they were 
dcteimmed to vindicate their ancient 
privileges. Moi cover, his Majesty « os 
to be x'iaiuly informed of the fnght- 
ful corruption which made the whole 
judicial and administrative system 
loathsome. Tho venality which no- 
tonoudy existed everywhere— -on the 
bench, in the council chamber, in all 
public offices, where purity w-os most 
e-Tsential — was denounced by the 
Frmce m scathing terms. He tors 
the mask from individual faces, and 
openly charged the Ch.ancellor of Bra- 
bant, Engelbeit M.-itas, with knavery 
and comnption. He insisted that the 
King should be informed of the ne- 
cessity- of abolishing the two inferior 
councils, and of enlarging the council 
of state by the admission of ten or 
twelve new members selected for their 
patiiotism, purity, and capaciiy. Above 
all, it was necessary plaimy to inform 
his Majesty that tho canons of Trent, 
spurned by the whole world, even by 
the Catholic Princes of Gcrm.-iny, 
could never be enforced in the Nether- 
Lmds, and tli.at it would be ruinous 
to make the attempt. He proposed 
and insisted that the Count of Egmont 
should bo instructed accordingly. He 
avowed in oonclusj^n that he was a 
Catholic himself and intended to re- 
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moan in tlie Faith, hut that he could 

look on with pleasure when princes 
Btrove to govern the souls of men, and 
to take away their liberty m matters 
of conscienee and religion ^ 

Here certainly was no daiutiness of 
phraseology, and upon these leading 
points, thus slightly mdicated, Wil- 
liam of Orange poured out his elo- 
quence, healing conviction upon the 
tide of hiB rapid invective. His 
speech lasted till seven in the even- 
ing, when the Duchess adjourned the 
meeting. The council broke up, the 
Regent went to supper, hut the effect 
of the discourse upon nearly all the 
members was not to he mistaken * 
Vighua was in a state of consterna- 
tion, perplexity, and despair. He 
felt satisfied that, with perhaps the 
exception of Berlaymont, all who had 
listened or should afterwards listen to 
the powerful arguments of Orange 
would be inevitably seduced or be- 
wildered. The President lay awake, 
tossing and tumbling in his bed, re- 
eolling the Prince's oration, point by 
point, and endeavouring to answer it 
m Older, It was important, he felt, 
to obhterate the impression produced 
Moreover, as we have often seen, the 
learned Doctor valued himself upon 
his logic. It was absolutely necessary, 
therefore, that in his reply next day 
his eloquence should outshine that of | 
his antagonist. The President thus 
passed a feverish .and imcomfoi-table 
night, pronouncing and listening to 
imaginaiy harangues. With tlie 
dawn of day he arose and proceeded 
to dress himself. The excitement of 
the previous evening, and the subse- 
quent sleeplessness of his night hod, 
however, been too much for his feeble 
and slightly superannuated frame 
Before he had finished his toilet, a 
stroke of apoplexy stretched him 
senseless upon the floor. His ser- 
vants, when they soon afterwards en- 
tered the' apartment, found him rigid, 
and to all appearance dead.‘ After a 
few however, he recovered his 
pliysim senses in part, but his reason 
remain ed for a longer time shattered, 
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and was never perhaps fully restored 
to its original vigour. 

This event made it necessary that 
his place in the council should bp 
supplied. 'VigUus had frequently ex- 
pressed intentions of retiring — a niea- 
aure to which he could yet nevei fully 
make up his mind. His place was nuiv 
temporarily supplied by his fiiond and 
countr3ftoan,JoaohimHoppcr,likeluip.- 
self, a Frisian doctor of ancient bluv d 
and extensive acquiiements, well veiled 
in philosophy and jui isprudence, a jir>> 
feasor of Louvain, and a member i.f 
the Mechlin Council He wa-s liL- 
wiae the original founder and pi ejec- 
tor of Douay University — an institu- 
tion which, at Philip’s desii e, he b.iil 
successfully organised in 1556, in ordei 
that a Flench university might be fur- 
nished for Walloon youths, as a snli 
stitule for the seductive .and poisonous 
Paris. For the rest. Hopper was .a 
mere man of routine. He was often 
employed in piivato affiiirs by Pbiliji, 
without being inti usted with the soerct 
at the bottom of them. Hia mind was 
a confused one, and his stylo n'cx- 
pressibly involved and tedious. “ Po ' t 
M aster Hopper," said Granvelle, ‘‘ did 
not write the best French in the woild, 
may the Lord forgive him I Ho m as 
leal ned in letters, but knew vciy little 
of great affairs.” His manners weis 
as cringing as his intellect was nan on 
He never opposed the Ducliess, so chat 
hia colleagues always called him C'miii- 
cillor '* Yes, Madam," and he did bu 
best to be friends with all the woild,' 
In deference to the arguments of 
Orange, the instructions for ligmunt 
were accordingly considerably modiiied 
from the original draughts of Viglius. 
As drawn up by the new President, 
they contained at least a few hints to 
his Majesty as to the propnety ot 
mitigatmg the edicts and extending 
some mercy to his suffering peojil.'' 
The document was, however, not veiy 
satisfactory to the Prince, nor dul lie 
perhajas rely very implicitly upon the 
character of the envoy. « 

Egmont set forth upen his journey 
early in January (1565). He travelled 

wen, iv, 105-111 Green V. Priusb- Archin’\ 
V. 373 Deni TEvosque, i. 91. * Ibid 
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ill great state. He was escorted as far 
as Cambray by several nobles o£ bin 
acquaintance, who improved the occa- 
Sion by a series of tremendous ban- 
quets during the Count’s sojourn, 
which was protracted till the end of 
January. The most noted of these 
gentlemen were Hoogstraaten, Brede- 
jode, the younger hlansfcld, Culem- 
bui:g, and Noircarmes. Before they 
^iartod with the envoy, they crew up 
a paper, which they signed with their 
blood, and afterwards placed in the 
hands of his Countess. In this docu- 
ment they promised, on accoimt of 
their “ inexpiessible and very faingular 
afTcction” for Egmont, that if, duimg 
hiB mission to Spain, any evil should 
befall him, they would, on their faith 
as gentlemen and cavaliers of honour, 
take vengeance therefor upon the Car- 
din').! GiiUivelle, or upon all who should 
be the instigators thereof.^ 

Wherever Brederode was, there, it 
was piobable, would be much aeveio 
carousing. Before the conclusion, ac- 
coidingly, of the visit to Cambray, 
that ancient city rang with the scan- 
dal cieatedby a most uproaiious scone 
A banquet was given to Egmont and 
his fiieuds in the citadel. Bredeiode, 
bis cousin Lumey, and the other nobles 
from Biuasels, were all present. Tlie 
Archbishop of Cambiay, a man very 
odious to the libeial paity in the pio- 
vinces, was also bidden to tfto foa-st. 
Euiiiig the dinnci, this pielate, al- 
uiough treated with maiked lespcct 
by Egmont, was the object of much 
banter and coarse plca'»antry by the 
ruder portion of the guests. Espe- 
cially, these convivial gentlemen took 
infinite pains to overload him with 
challenges to huge bumpers of wine — 
jt being thought desirable, if possible^ 
to place the Archbishop under the 
table. This pleasantry was sltemated 
with much rude sarcasm concerning 

1 Groen v. F , Archives, etc , i 345, irom 
Amoldi, Hist. Deukwiird, page 282 It is 
lemarkable that after the return of the 
Count from Bipain, Hoogstraaten recciTed 
this tegular bond from the Countess, end 
gave it to Mausfold, to be burned in bis pro- 
senoe. Hansfeld, however, advised koopmg 
It, on account of Noircarmes, whneo eig»a- 
turo vma jtttached to tho document, and 


the new bishoprics. The conversatiott 
then fell upon other topics — amoqg 
others, naturally upon the mission of 
Count Egmont. Brederode observed 
that it was a very hazardous matter to 
allow so eminent a personage to leave 
the land at such a critical period. 
Should anythmg happen to the Coimt, 
the Netherlands would Bustain an im- 
mense loss. The Archbishop, initated 
by the previous convei’sation, irom- 
c^y requested the speaker to bo com- 
forted, “ because,” said he, “ it will 
always be easy to find a new Egmont.*^ 
Upon this, Brederode, beside himself 
with rage, cried out vehemeuUy, “ Are 
we to tolerato such language from this 
priest ^ ” Culemburg, too, tuiming upon 
the offender, obsen'ed, “Your obser- 
vation would be much more apx->licable 
to your own case. If you were to die, 
*tv,ouUl bo easy to find five hundred 
of your mciit to replace you in the see 
of Oambiay.” The conversation was, 
to say the least, becoming personal 
The Bishop, deairous of terminating 
this keen encounter of wits, lifted a 
goblet full of wine and challenged 
Bicderocle to drink. That gentleman 
dechued tho invitation. After the 
cloth had been removed, the cup cir- 
culated moie fieely than ever. The 
revelry became fast and fuiious. One 
of tho younger gentlemen who was 
seated near the Bishop snatched the 
bonnet of that dignitary from his head, 
and plii'yd it upon his own. He thou 
drained a bumper to his health, and 
passed the goblet and the cap to his 
next neighbour. Both circulated till 
they reached the Viscount of Ghent, 
who arose from his seat and req^ctfuUy 
restored the cap to its owner. Bred^ 
rode then took a large “ cup of silver 
and gcJJ,” filled it to the hrun, and 
diamed it, to the confusion of Caidi- 
nal Granvelle, stigmatising that de- 
parted minister, as he finished, by an 


whom ho knew to bo so filso and deceitful 
a uian that it might be well to have it within 
their power at some future day to reproach 
turn therewith —Ibid It will be seen in the 
sequel tiiat Noircarmes more than justified 
the opinion of ManslclS, but that the sub- 
ocqueiit career of Mansfold himself did not 
enUtlo Invrv to icpi*o^ch any oi Piulip's roitls 
hangmen. 
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epithet of more vigour than cicceucy. I 
E(p then called upon all tlic company j 
to ple^e him to the same toast, and 
denounced as cardiualists all those who 
should refuse 

The Archbishop, not having digested 
the affionts which had been put upon 
him already, imprudently ventured 
himself once more into the confusion, 
and tried to appeal to the reason of 
the company. He might as well have 
addressed the crew of Ccmus He 
gamed nothmg but additional insult. 
jBrederode adianccd upon him with 
threatening gcstiues. Egmont im- 
Xilored the pi elate to retire, or at le.'ist 
not to take notice of a nobleman so 
obviously beyond the contiol of his 
reason. The Bishop, however, insisted 
— ^mingling reproof, menace, and some- 
what impeiious demands that the in- 
decent Saturnalia should cease It 
would have been wiser for him to re- 
&a. Count Hoogstraaten, a young 
man, and small of stature, seised the 
gdt laver, in which the company had 
dipped their liiigeia befoie seating 
themselves at Ubloj "Be quiet, bo 
quiet, httle man," said Kgmout. sooth- 
ingly, doing his best to rcstiam the 
tumvdt. “ Little man, iiidood," re- 
sponded the Count, wrathfuUyj "I 
would have you to know that never 
did httle man spring fiom my race.” 
With those words he hurled the basin, 
water and all, at the head of the Arch- 
bishop. Hoogsti-aateu had nil doubt 
manifested his bravery before that 
day; he was to disphay, on future oc- 
casions, a veiy remarkable degree of 
heroism; but it must be confessed that 
the chivalry of the noble hoiiBO of La- 
lamgiias not iUustiuted by this attack 
upon a priest. The Bishop was spiinkled 
by the water, but oot struck by the 
vesseh Young Mansfeld, ashamed of 
the outrage, stepped forivaid to apolo- 
gise for the conduct of his companions, 
and to Boothe the insulted prelate. 
That personage, however, exasperated, 
very naturally, to the highest pomi^ 
pu^ed him rudely away, crying, “ Be- 
gone, begone 1 who is this hoy that is 
preaehingtomel” Whereupon Mans- 


feld, much irritated, lifted his hand 
towards the ecdesia^ic. and snapped 
his ^gers contemptuously m his face 
Some even said that he pulled the 
aiuhiepiscopal nose, others that he 
threatened his life with a drawn dag- 
ger. Nothing could well bate been 
more mdecent or more cowai-dly iluu 
the conduct of these nobles upon llm 
ocoasioi^ Their mtoxication, tdgctiitr 
with the ch.'ir.icter of the victim, e\ 

: plamed, but ccrtaiuly could m t p.ii- 
I hate, the vulgarity of the ci.h.buiMii. 
It was natural enough that lucii hU 
Brederode should iind spoit i.i tins u- 
markable badgering of a bts’.m;), b.it 
we see with regret the iiart pl.n .;.l by 
Hoogstraaten in the disgraccful'si.' n 
The prelate, at last, exebuming iLjt 
it appealed that he had been mtit.J 
only to be insulted, left the apiai li n i,< , 
accompiamed. by Nuuoaimca and ‘ .e 
Viscount of Ghent, and thieitcmii,' 
that all his friends and rel Hioas sh' i [■! 
be charged with his veuge.mci' 'iao 
next day a reconciliation was cITceu.l, 
as well as such an anaiig w.i, 
possible, by the efforts of lOg'noi'f, 
who dined alone with the pi el.,.' ■. la 
the evening, Hoogotiaatcn, (Juioi 'Ihiic, 
and Bredeiode, called upon the lii-liup, 
with whom they woiB closeted hi au 
hour, and the party separated on noim 
nal terms of fiieu^hip.^ 

This E^andalous sceno, which had 
been eiiacted not only befuie many 
guests, but m prosenco of a hc-t oi 
servants, made neoess.uily a groat scu 
sation throughout the counti y Tlu'.e 
could hardly ho much diffeiencc cl 
opinion among respcetablo people .n 
to the conduct of the noblemen i.iio 
had thus disgraced themselves. Leea 
Brederode ^msclf, who rct.aiiicil, as 
was natural, but a confused iiiipu'i 
sion of the tiansacrion, seemed in tUe 
days which succeeded the hainjiiet, to 
he m doubt whether he and his fiiemla 
had meiited any great amount ci 
applause. He was, however, somew hat 
self -con tiadictory, although always 
vehement in his assertions on the sub- 
jeot. At one time he maintamed— 
after dinner, of course — ^that he wouid 


‘ Pontaa Payea M8. Papiora d'Etat, 'iii, 681-658; lx. K), 17, Vaailer Haer, 27i)-:83. 


IB65.] Egmont 

bays killed tlio ArcbbiBhop if they bad 
not been forcibly separated; at other 
moments he denounced as bars all 
persons who should insinuate that he 
had comufitted or contemplated any 
injury to that prelate; offering freely 
to fight any man who disputed either 
of his two positions.^ 

The whole scene was dramatised, 
and represented in masquerkde at a 
wedding festival gjvon by Councillor 
d’Assonleville, on the marriage of 
Councillor Hopper’s daughter, one of 
the piinoipal parts being enacted by a 
sou of the Piesident-judgo of Artois.* 
It may he supposed that if such emi- 
nent peisonages, in close connexion 
with the government took part in such 
proceedings, the not must have been 
considered of a very pardonable natuie 
The tiuth was, that the Bishop was a 
cardmahst, and thcrefora entirely out 
of favour with the administration. He 
was also a man of treacherous, san- 
guinary ehaiaoter, and detested by the 
peoxile. He had done liis best to de- 
stroy heresy in Valenciennes by fire 
and awoid. “I will say one thing,” 
taid he m a letter to OranvcUe, which 
had been mtcreoi'ted, “ sinco the pot 
is uncovered, and tho whole cookery 
known, we had best push forward and 
make an end of all the xiriucipal here- 
tics, whether iich or poor, vnthmU re- 
garding uhetker the city uillif entirely 
rained by such a course. Such an 
opinion I should declare openly were 
it not that wo of the ecclesiastical pro- 
fession are aocused of always crying 
out for blood.’” Such was the pre- 
late’s theory. His practice may be 
inferred from a specimen of his pro- 
ceedings which occurred at a httle 
later day. A ciidzeu of Cambray, hav- 
ing been converted to the Lutheran 
Confession, went to the Archbishop, 
and requested permission to movo out 
of the country, taking his property with 
him. The petitioner having made his 
appearance in the forenoon, was re- 

* Papiors d’Btat. ix. 1 j. 17. 

s Ibid., IT.-S-Piorro Aisot, Fmsident of 
Artois, was afterwards a member of that 
bilamouB tnbunol called the Council of 
iroubies, and rxmilarly " of Blood " 
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quested to coll again after dinner, to 
reoeive his answer. The burgher ilul 
so, and was received, not by the pre- 
late, but by the executioner, who im- 
mediately earned the Lutheran co the 
market-place, and cut off his head.* It 
is sufficiently evident that a minister 
of Christ, with such propensities, could 
not excite any great sympathy, how- 
ever deeply affronted he might have 
been at a drinkmg party, so long as 
any Chi'istians remained in the land. 

Egmont departed from Cambray 
upon the 30th January, his fnends 
taking a most affectionate farewell of 
him, and Brederode assuring him, with 
a thousand oaths, that he would for- 
salce God for his service.® His reeep- 
tii-n at Madrid was most brilliant. 
V’hen he made his first appeorance at 
the palace, Philip nished from his 
cabinet into the grand hall of recep- 
tion, and fell ui>on his neck, embrac- 
ing him heartily, before the Count had 
time to drop upon his knee and kiss 
the i-oy-il hand." During tbo whole 
period of his visit he dm^ frequently 
at the King’s private table, an honour 
rarely accorded by Philip, and was 
feasted and flattered by ml the great 
dignitaiies of the court as never a sub- 
ject of the Spanish ci-own had been 
befoie. All vied with each other in 
hcajiiug honom-s upon the man whom 
the King was dotermmed to honour.^ 
Philip took him out to diive daily in 
his owif coach, sent him to see the 
wondeis of the new Escorial, which he 
was building to commemorate the 
battle of St Quentin, and, oltbough it 
was still winter, insisted upon shewing 
him the beauties of his retreat in the 
Segovian forest.® Qrauvdle’s counsels 
as to the method by whioh the “ friend 
of smoke” was so easily to he ^^uned, 
hod not fallen unheeded in his royal 
pupil’s ears. The Count waS_ lodged 
m tho house of Euy Gomez, who soon 
felt himself able, accordmg to previ- 
ous acurances to that effect, contained 

• lUd , u. 453, 450 — ^Letter from Willaun 
of Orange to Landgrave William of Hesse, 
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in a pxiyate letter of Armenteroe, to 
persuade tho envoy to any course 
wliich Philip might command ^ Flat- 
tery without stint was administered. 
More solid arguments to convince the 
Count tliat Phihp was the most gene- 
rous and element of piincea were also 
employed with great effect. The royal 
dues upon the estate of Gaasbecque^ 
lately purchased by Egmontj were re- 
mitted.* A mortgage upon Ina Seig- 
neurie of Nmove ^ was discharged^ and 
a considerable sum of money presented ' 
to him in addition. Altogether, 
gifts which the ambassador received 
fi’om the royal bounty amounted to 
one hundred thousand crowns. ^ 

Thus feasted, flattered, and laden 
with presents, it must he admitted 
that the Count more than justified the 
opuiions expressed in the letter of 
Armenteros, that he was a man easily 
governed by those who had credit 
with him. Fgmont hardly broached 
the public matters which had bi ought 
himtoMadiid Upon the subject of 
the edicts, Philip certainly did not 
dissemble, however loudly the envoy 
may have after\^aida complained at 
Brussels. In truth, Egmont, intoxi- 
cated by the mcenac offered to him at 
the Spanish court, was a diffeient man 
from Egmont in the Netherlands, sub- 
jeot to the calm hut piercing glance 
and the irresistible control of Orange. 
Philip gave him no reason to suppose 
that he intended any change in the 
religious system of the provinces, at 
least in any sense contemplated by the 
liberal party. On the contrary, a 
council of doctors and ecclesiastit^ 
was summoned,* at whose delibera- 
tions the Count was invited to a.'isiat; 
on which occasion the King excited 
general admiration by the feivour of 
his piety and the vehemence of his 
ejaculations. Falling upon lus knees 
before a crucifix, in the midst of the 
assembly, he prayed that God would 
keep him perpetually in the same 
mind,' and protested ^at he would 


never call himself master of those who 
denied the Lord God.^ Such an exhi< 
bition could leave but little doubt in 
the minds of those who witnessed n 
as to the roysd sentiments, nor did 
Egmont make any effort to obtam any 
relaxation of those reh^ous edicts 
which he had himself declared worthy 
of approbation, and fit to be mam- 
iained.^ i As to the question of enlaig. 
ing the ^te-council, Philip dismissed 
the subject with a few vague obsena- 
tions, which Egmont, not very zealous 
on the subject at the moment, pci- 
haps misundeTstood. The pumahincnt 
of heretics by some new method, bo 
as to secure the pains but to tike 
away the glories of martyrdom, was 
also slightly discussed; and here .'iga.u 
Egmont was so unfortunate as tu xa ^ 
conceive the royal meaning, and to 
interpret an additional refinemeiii of 
cruelty into an expiessionof cleuie U'y. 
On the whole, however, there w*a& not 
much negotiation between the monai th 
and the ambassador. When the Coiinc 
spoke of business, the King wouLl 
speak to him of his daughteis, and of 
his desire to see them provided with 
biilliant marriages ^ As Egmont had 
eight girls, besides two sons, it wna 
natural that he should be pleased to 
find Philip taking so much interest lu 
looking out husbands for the n. Tho 
King spol^ to him, as hardly could bo 
avoided, bf the famous foors-cap livery 
The Count laughed the matter off m 
a jest, protesting that it was a mere 
foolish freak, originating at the w me 
tabic, and asseverating, with waimth, 
that nothing disrespectful or disloyal 
to his Majesty bad been contemplated 
upon that or upon any other occasion. 
Had a single gentleman uttered an uii 
dutiful woid against the King Egmont 
vowed be would have stabbed him 
through and through upon the spot, 
bad he been his own brother.* Tln’se 
warm protestations were answered by 
a gentle repiimaud as to the past by 
Philip , and with a firm caution os to 
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the future, " Let it he discontinued 
entirely. Count,” said the King, as the 
two were driving together jn the royal 
carriage.^ Egmont expressed himself 
in handsolne terms concerning the 
Cardinal,* in return for the wholesale 
approbation quoted to him in regard 
to his own character, from the private 
letters of that sagacious personage to 
his Majesty. Certainly, a{tei| all this, 
the Count might suppose the affair of 
the livery forgiven. 

Thus amicably passed the hours of 
that mission, the preliminaries for 
which had called forth so much elo- 
quence from the Frmce of Oiange and 
BO nearly earned off with apoplexy 
the President Viglius. On his de- 
parture Egmont leccived a letter of 
lustiuctions from Philip as to the 
report which he was to make upon 
his arrival in Brussels, to the Duchess. 
After many things personally ilattei- 
ing to himself, the euvoy was directed 
to represent the King as overwhelmed 
with incredible grief at hearing the 
progress made by the heretics, but as 
immutably determmed to peimit no 
change of religion within his domi- 
nions, even were he to die a thousand 
deaths in consequence. The King, he 
was to state, requested the Duchess 
forthwith to assemble an extiaor- 
dmaxy session of the council, at which 
certain bishops, theologicjl doctore, 
and very orthodox lawyeraf weie to 
asfflst, m which, under pietoiice of 
discussing the Council of Ti cii t in.il ter, 
it was to he considered whether theic 
could not be some “ new way devised 
for executing heretics ; not indeed one 
by which, any deduction should be made 
from, their gujferings (which certainly 
was not the royal wish, nor likely to 
be grateful to God or salutaTy to reli- 
gion), but by which aU hopes of glory 
— that poweiful mcentive to their im- 
piety — might he precluded.”* With 
Tcgi^ to any suggested alter ations m 
the council of state, or in the other 
two councils, the King was to be 
represented^ unwilling to form any 

1 “Oonde, no se hsga mas.” — Fapiers 
d’Etat, ix. S77. 
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decision until he should hear, at 
length, from the Duchess Begent up^n 
the subject. 

Cei-tainly here was a sufficientamount 
of plain speaking upon one great sub- 
ject, and veiy little encoui'agemcnt 
with regaid to the other. YetEgmonii 
who immediately after receiving these 
instructions set foi-th upon his return 
to tho Netherlands, manifested no- 
thing but satisfaction. Philip pro- 
seated to him, os his tmvelling com- 
panion, the young Piince Alexander 
of Fai ma, then about to make a visit 
to his mother in Brussels, and recom- 
mended the youth, aftenvards destined 
to piay so piomiucnt a part in Flemish 
history, to his peculiar c.are. ‘ Egmont 
adJi eased a letter to the King from 
ValLidoIiJ, in which he indulged in 
ecstasies concerning the Escorial and 
Die wood of Segovia, and declared 
that he was retiininig to the Nether- 
lands “ the most contented man m the 
woild.”‘> 

He reached Biusscls at the end of 
ApiiL Upon the Sth of May he ap- 
peared befoie the council, and pro- 
ceeded to give an account of bk 
inteiviow with tlie King, together 
with a statement of the royal mten- 
ticns and opinions. These were al- 
ready sufficiently well known. Letters, 
wiitten after the envoy’s departuie, 
had ariivcd before him, in which, 
while in the mam picsenting the 
same views os those contained in the 
iiisti uctions to Egmont, Philip had 
exjiressed liis decided piohibition of 
the pinject to enlaige tiie state-council 
and to suppress the authority of the 
othei two.' Neveitheless, the Count 
made liis report according to the hi-lef 
received at Madrid, and assured his 
hearers that the King was all be- 
nignity, having nothing so much at 
heart as the temporal and eternal 
welfare of the luovinoes. The siege 
of Malta, he stated, would prevent 
the royal visit to the Netherlands for 
the moment, but it w.is deferred only 
for a brief peiiod. To remedy the 
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defioienoy in the provincial exchequer, 
lafge pemittauces would be made im- 
mediately from Spain. To provide 
for the increasing diilicultios of the 
r^gious question, a convocation of 
nine learned and saintly personagea 
was recommended, who should de- 
vise some new scheme hy which, the 
objections to the present system of 
chastising herelacs might be ob- 
viated.^ 

It is hardly necessary to state that 
BO meagre a result to the mission of 
Egmont was not likely to inspire the 
hearts of Orange and his adherents 
with much confidence. No imme- 
diate explosion of resentment, how- 
ever, occurred. The general aspect 
for a few days was peaceful. Egmont 
manifested much contentment with 
the reception which he met with in 
Spain, and desciibed the King's 
fnendly dispositions towards the lead- 
ing nobles in lively colours. He went 
to his government immediately after 
his return, nssemliltd the states of 
Artois, in the city oi Anus, and de- 
livered the lultoi'* -cnb to that body 
by the king. Ho made a speech (»n 
tUs occasion,'*^ inforniiug the cst.'^tos 
that his Majesty bad given orders that 
the edicts of the Empeior ivere to be 
enforced to the letter ; adding that ho 
had told the King, freely, his own 
opinion upon the subject, in order to 
dissuade him from that which others 
were warmly urging. He dttenbed 
Philip as the most liberal and de- 
bonair of princes ; his council in 
Spain as cruel and sanguinary. Time 
wa.s to show whether the epithets 
thus applied to the advisers were not 
more applicable to the monarch than 
the eulogies thus lavislicd by the blmd 
and predestined victim It w'lU also 
be perceived that tliis l.'inguagc, used 
before the estates of Aitojs, v<ined 
materially from his observation to 
the Dowager Dnehnsa of Aerpchot, 
denouncing as enemies the men who 
accused him of having requested a 
moderation of the edicts. In liuth, 
most vacillainng, confused, and 
unfortunate of men scarcely compre- 


bended tbe purport of bis recent iie. 
gotiations in Spam, nor perceived the 
drift of biB. daily remarks at bomo. 
He nas, however, somewhat vain- 
glorious immediately after His return, 
and excessively attentive to bu<.incss, 

“ He talks like a King," said Moiillon, 
spitefully, “negotiates night and day, 
and makes all bow before bim.” ^ llie 
bouse wat more tlirong-'d with pen- 
tioners, courtiers, and men oi ai. m 
than even the palace of the Diwhe-.! 
Ha avowed frequently that he w ouhl 
devote his life and liis fortune to the 
accomplishment of the King's cun- 
mands, and declared Ins iincompi o 
mising hostility to all who f-hoiiUI 
venture to oppose that lojal doW- 
mmation. 

It was but a very short time, Imw- 
ever, before a total ebaugo was di- 
tinctly pc] ccptible in his demo iiiour 
These halcyon days weie soon lli'd 
The arrival of freoli letters from Spam 
gat e nneqim noal evidence of the io,-il 
de'erminatioi), if, indeed, any doubt 
could be rationally eiitortamed befoi e 
The most stringent insmiotions to 
beep the whole machinery of pei -ei a- 
turn constantly at woik weiu tiaiv 
mitted to tlie Duchess and aroii d 
the indignation of Oiange and h 3 
followers. They avowed that they 
could no longer Inist the roj’al n onl, 
since, so coon after Egraont’s depir- 
tnre, thefeng had written despy i In- 
BO much at variance with hi-> lane 'i ig’, 
as reported by the envoy. Tho o v. 
nothing, they said, clement c'd de- 
bonair in these injunctioiH upen 
gentlemen of their position and senti- 
raciits to devote their time to the 
encouragement of hangmen and in- 
quisitors. The Duchoss was unhle 
to pacify the nobles. Eginoi t ms 
beside himself with rage. With li.s 
usual recklessness and ivrath ho cv 
pre^sed himself at more than one 
session of the state-council in most 
unmeasured terms. His anger licl 
been more inflamed by infonn.ation 
which ho had received frewn the second 
son of Borlaymout, a young and indls- 
creot lad, who had most unfoit umtoly 
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coxnmunicafced many Bocrets which he 
had learned from his father, but which , 
were never intended for Egmont's 
ear.^ 

PhilipV habitual dissimulation had 
thus produced much unnecesaaiy per- 
plexity. It was his custom to carry 
on correspondence through the aid of 
various secretaries, and it was his 
invariable practice to dcc«tve them 
all. Those who were upon the mo&t 
confidential terms with the monarch, 
were most sure to be duped upon all 
important occasions. It has been seen 
that even the astute Grauvclle could 
not escape tins common lot of ah who 
believed their bi casts the deposilonea 
of the royal seci eis. Upon this occa- 
sion Goiiialo Perez and lluy Gomez 
complained bitteily that they had 
known nothing of the lettcia which 
had recently been despatched from 
Valladolid, Vi^hile Tisnacq and Coui-ter- 
viUe had been ignorant of the commu- 
nications foi warded by the hand» of 
Kgmont. They avowed that the 
King created infinite tiouble by thus 
heating his a£F<iiis lu ouo w’ay with 
one sot of councillors and in an 
opposite sense wnth the others, thus 
dissembling with all, and added that 
Philip was now much astonihhed 
at the dissatisfaction cicatcd in 
the provinces by tlio discrepancy be- 
tween the French letters i>rought by 
Egiiioiit and the Spanish Ictteis since 
do-spatcliod to the Duchess. As Ihia 
WiH his icgul.li 111 inner of transacting 
bIlsmc^s, not only for the Kethci- 
lands, but for all liis dominions, they 
were of opinion th.at such confusion 
and dissatisfaction might well be ex- 
pected.® 

After all, however, notwithstanding 
the mdignatlon of Egmont, It must be 
confessed that he liad been an easy 

1 CoiTC<!pondancc do FJiiIiupo II., i. 855, 
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dupe. He had heen dazzled by royal 
amiles, intoxicated by court inceiu^ 
contaminated by yet baser bribes. He 
had heen turned from the path of 
honour and tho companionship of the 
wise and noble to do the work of 
those who wcie to compass his de- 
struction The Prince of Oiange re- 
proached him to his face with ha-ring 
forgotten, when in Spam, to represent 
the news of his associates and the 
best iiiteiesta of the country, while he 
had well remeniheied his own private 
objects, and accepted the lavish hounty 
of the King ® Egmont, stung to the 
hcait hy tho reproof, fiom one whom 
ho lionuured and who wished him 
well, became sad and sombre for a 
lung time, abstained from the court 
and from society, and expressed fie- 
quently the intention of retiring to his 
estates. ‘ He Wiis, however, much go- 
verned by his secretary, the Seigneur 
de Bakkcrzecl,* a man of restless, 
intiiguing, and deceitful character, 
w ho at this period exercised as great 
induence over the Count as Armen- 
tcros continued to maintain over the 
Duchess, whose impopulority fiom 
that and othor circumstwees was daily 
increasing ® 

In obedience to the commands of 
the King, the canons of Trent had heen 
published. They were nominally en- 
forced at Cambray, but a fierce oppo- 
sition was made by the cleigy them- 
6 c1ics4;o the innovation in Mechlin, 
Utrecht, and many other places. This 
matter, together with oilier more ■vi- 
tally important questions, came before 
the assonihly of bishops and doctors, 
which, according to Philip's instruc- 
tions, had boiu convoked tiy the 
Duchess. The opinion of the learned 
theologians -was, on the whole, tliat 
tho views of the Trent Council, with 
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regard to reformation of ecclesiastical 
^ and popular education, was 

Bound. There was some discordancy 
hetwoen the clerical and lay doctors 
upon other iH)int3. The seigniors, law- 
yers, and deputies from the estates, 
iww all in favour of repeahnff the 
penalty of death for heretical offences 
cf any kind. President Viglius, u ith 
jtll the bishops and doctors of divinity, 
including the prelates of St Oiner, 
Namur, and Ypres, and four theologi- 
cid professors from Louvain, iioutly 
foaintained the eonU'ai'y ojmiion.^ The 
President espedally, declared himself 
vehemently in favour of tho death 
punishment, and expi*et:6ed much anger 
against those who were m favour of 
its abolition * The Duchess, upon the 
second day of the assembly, propound- 
od formally the question, whether any 
change was to be made m the chas- 
tisement of heretics. The Piince of 
Orange, with Cktunta Horn and 
mont, had, however, declined to take 
part m the discufsiona, on the giouud 
that it was not his Maje-^ty's mteiitiou 
that state councillors should deliver 
their opimons before strangeis, but 
tliat persona fiom outside bad been 
summoned to communicato their ad- 
vice to tho council.'* The seigniors 
having thus washed their hands of the 
matter, the doctors came to a condu- 
Bion with gre.'it alacrity. It was their 
unanimous opinion that it comported 
neither with the service of nor 
ihe common weal to make any change 
in the pimishnient, except, peihaps, 
in the case of extreme youth; hut 
that, on the contrary, heretics weic 
only to be dealt »itU hy ictaining the 
edicts in their rigour, and hy couia- 
geously chastising tho criminals.'* After 
utting for the greater paH of six days, 
the bishops and doctors of divinity re- 
duced their sentiments to wiiting, and 
affixed their signatures to the docu- 
ment. Upon the great point of the 
change suggested m the penalties of 
heresy, it was declared that no alteia- 
iion was advisable in the edicts, which 
had been wo^king^^o well for thirty- 
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five yeare.’’ At the same time, it was 
suggested that “some persons, in re- 
spect to their age and quality, might 
be executed or punished more or less 
rigorously than others; som^by death, 
some by galley slavery, some by per- 
petual banishment and entiie confis- 
cation of property.” The possibility 
was also admitted of mitigating tlie 
punishmelit of thoso who, wilhnut benuj 
heretics or sectaries, might bring them 
selves within the provisions of tiie 
edicts, “through curiosity, nonolu- 
lence, or otheru ise.” Such ofl'enil-is, 
it was hinted, might be “ w hipped w itli 
rods, fined, banished, or subjected to 
Bimilni penalties of a lighter natuic"*’ 
It will be perceived hy tliis slight 
sicetcli of the advice thus oifered to 
the Duchess, that these tbenlngi.un 
were disposed very carefully to sti am 
the mercy which they imagined po- 
sible in some cases, but which v as tu 
drop only upon the heads of the jii-t. 
Heretics were still to he dealt willi, ‘o 
far as the bishops and presidents covil-i 
ofi'ect their doom, with uiimitigateil 
ngour. 

When the nssomhly was over, the 
Duchess, thus put in possession of tlio 
recorded wisdom of these special conn 
cillors, asked her constitutional ail 
visers what she w.as to do with it 
Orange, Egraont, Horn, Manofold, lO- 
plied, ho\vover, that it was not tlieir 
affair, aniT that their opinion had not 
boon demanded by his Majesty m Ilia 
piemises' The Duchess accoidingly 
transmitted to Philip the conclusions 
of tho assembly, together ■nith tlie 
reasons of the seigniors for refusing to 
take part in its deliberations. Tlis 
sentiments of Orange could haidly be 
doubtful, however, nor his silence fail 
to give offence to the higher poweia. 
He contented himself for the time 
avith keeping his eyes and cars ojicn 
to the course of events, but he w atched 
well He had “ little leisure for amus- 
ing himself,” as Brederode suggested. 
That free-spoken individual looked 
upon the proceedings of tlje theologi- 
cal assembly with profoimd disgust. 
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* " Your letter,” he wrote to Count 
Louis, “ is full of those hlachgusrds of 
bishops and presidents. I-would the 
race wcie prtinct^ like that of green 
dogs. They will always combat with 
the arms which they have ever used, 
remaining to the end avaricious, brutal, 
obstinate, ambitious, et cetera. I leave 
you to supply the r^.”i 

Thus, then, it was settled* beyond 
peradventure that there was to bo no 
compromise with hciesy. The ICing 
had willed it. The theologians had 
advised it. The Duchess had pro- 
claimed it. It w as supposed that with- 
out tho axe, the fire, and the rack, the 
Catholic religion would be extingniJi- 
ed, and that the ivhole population of 
the Kellierlands would cmbi'ace the 
Reformed Faith. This was the dis- 
tinct declaration of Viglius. in a pri- 
vate letter to GranveUe. “ Many seek 
to abolish the chastisement of hci esy,” 
said he; " if they gam this point, aa- 
turn est de reUgioM Catholied; for, aa 
most of the people are ignorant fools, 
the heretics wiU soon be the great 
majority, if by fear of punishment 
they are not kept in the true path.”-* 
The uneasmess, tho toi i or, the wrath 
of the people, seemed lapidly oulmi- 
natmg to a cnsis. N ulhing was talked 
of but the edicts and the Inquisition. 
Nothing else enteied into the minds 
of men. In the sticcts, m^yie shojis, 
in the taverns, m the fields ; at mai ket, 
at church, at funerals, at weddings ; in 
the noble’s castle, at the faimei's fiie- 
side, in the mechanic’s garret, upon 
the mei'chant’s exchange, there was 
but one perpetual subject of shudder- 
ing conversation. It was better, men 
began to whisper to each other, to 
die at once thim to live in perpetual 
slavery. It was better to fall with 
arms in hand than to be tortured and 
butchered by the Inquisition. Who 
could expect to contend with such a 
foe in the dark ? 

They reproached the municipal au- 
thorities with lending themselves as 
instniment^to the institution. They 
asked magistrates and sherifirs how far 
would go in their defence before 
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God's tiibimal for the slaughtor of his 
creatures, if they could only answer 
tho divine arraignment by appealing 
to the edict of 1550.'* On the other 
hand, the inquisitors were clamorous 
in abuse of tho languor and the coward- 
ice of the secular authorities. They 
wearied the ear of the Duchess with 
complaints of the diiliciilties which 
they encountered in the execution of 
then* functions — of the slight alacrity 
on the jiart of tho various officials to 
assist them m the discharge of their 
duties. Notwithstanding tho cxfircss 
command of hi.s Majesty to that cU'cct^ 
they c.vpcricnce, they b.ud, a constant 
deliciciicy of that checiful co-opera- 
tion which they had the right to claim, 
and Ihci e w as pci pctual discord in con- 
sequence They had been empowered 
by I'apal and by royal decree to make 
use ot tlic gaols, the constables, the 
whole penal machinery of each pro- 
vince; yet the officers often refused 
to act, and had even dared to close the 
prisons. Nevertheless, it had been in- 
tended, as fully appeared by the im- 
perial and royal instructions to the 
inquisitors, that their action through 
tho niccbum of the provincial autho- 
lities should be unrestrained. Not 
satisfied w'lth these representations to 
the Regent, the iiiquisitois had also 
made a direct appeal to tho King. 
Judocus Tileuinus and Michael de Ray 
addicsscd to Philip a letter fiom Lou- 
vain. They rejircbented to him that 
they wei c tho only two loft of the five 
inquisitors-geneial appointed by the 
Pope for all the Netherlands, the other 
three having leeti recently converted into 
btskops. D,aily complaints, they said, 
wme leaching them of the proffigious 
advance of heresy; but then- own office 
was becoming so odious, so calumni- 
ated, and exposed to so much resist- 
ance, that they could not perform its 
duties w ithout jioi sonal danger They 
uigcntly demanded from his Majesty, 
tlici etoi e, additional support and assist- 
ance.** Thus the Duchess, exposed at 
once to the rising wrath of a whole 
peojilc, and to tliesshnll blasts of in- 
quisitorial anger, was tossed to and 
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bo, as upon a Btormy sea. Tlie com- i 
iqimda of the King, too explicit to he 
tampered with, were obeyed. The 
theological assembly had met and given 
advice. The Council of Trent was 
here and there enforced. The edicts j 
were republished and the inquisitors j 
eneournged- Moi cover, in accordance 
with Philip’s suggestion, orders were 
now given tiiat the heretics should be 
executed at midnight in their dun- 
geons, by binding their heads between 
their knees, and then slowly suffocating 
them in tubs of water.^ Secret drown- 
ing was substituted for public burning, 
in order that the heretic’s crorni of 
vain-glory, which was thought to con- 
sole Mm in Ms agony, might never be 
placed upon Ms head 
In the course of the summer, Mar- 
garet wrote to her brother that the 
popular frenzy was becoming more 
and more intense. The people were 
crying aloud, she said, that the Sp^- 
ish Inquisition, or awoise than Spanish 
Inquisition, hadbeon established among 
them by means of bishops and eocle- 
siastica.'' She uiged Philip to cause 
ths instmctvina toe the inquiaitota to 
be revised. Egmont, she said, was 
vehement in expiesmiig Ms dissatisfac- 
tion at the discrepancy between 
Philip’s language to Mm by word of 
mou&, and that of the royal despatches 
on the religious question. The other 
seignioi-s were even more indignant. 

■While the popular commotiA in the 
Netherlands was thus fearfully m- 
creoaing, another circumstance came 
to add to the prevailing discontent. 
The celebrated interview between 
Catharine de Medici and her daughter, 
the Queen of Spam, ooeurred in the 
middle of the month of Juno, at B.ay- 
onne. The darkest suspicions as to 
the results to humanity of the plots 
to be engendered in tins famous con- 
ference between the representatives of 
Prance_ and Spam were universally 
entertained. These suspicions were 
most reasonable, but they were never- 


theless mistaken. The plan fpr a con- 
ceited action to exterminate the liei'e- 
tics in both kingdoms had, as it was 
perfectly well knowm, been formed 
long bmore this epoch, ft was alsa 
no secret that the Queen Kegent nf 
France had been desirous of meobiig 
her son-in-law in order to enufer w illi 
Mm upon important mattoi s, face to 
face, rtiilip, howevei, h.ad latterly 
been dismcUned for the pcisi'ual m 
terviowwith Catliaime.'* As hiswitj 
was most anxious to moot her motlier. 
it ivas iievcilhcless finally an.iiig..l 
that Queen Isabella should m-ihe tli; 
journey; but he excused Mniself, mi 
account of the multiplicity of In, 
affaiis, from accompanymg her in tlio 
expedition. The Duke of Alva ito, 
accordingly, appointed to attend tlie 
Queen to Bayonne Both were secici 
ly instructed by Philip to leave in- 
thing undone in the approaching ri 
torview toward obtaining the ho.ut; 
co-operation of Catharine do ilcilici 
in a goneial and foimal]y-liriaiig'’il 
scheme for the simultaneous oxlcnni 
nation of all heretics in the Ficiicli 
aud Bpauisb. dmnuuous. 

Alva’s conduct in tliij diplomat c 
commission was stealthy in the c\ 
treme. His letters^ rovoiil a sii’itltti 
of contrivance and delicacy of h.iiid 
hng, such as the world has not gone 
laUy reckoned among hw cliii'ii-ioiL' 
tics. Alibis adroitness, as Willl thi 
tact of Queen Isabella, by idi -o 
ability Alva declared hinisclt to havj 
been astounded, proved, liowovi.i, 
quite powciless before the st.'nly 
fencing of the wily C.ath.Ti ino. Thj 
Queen Regent, whii‘,0 skill the Duke, 
even while defeated, acknowledged to 
Ms master, continued linn in her de- 
sign to maintain her own power iy 
bolding the balauce between Oniio 
and Montmorency, between Leaguer 
and Huguenot. So long as her one- 
niies could be employed in exteniii 
natmg each other, she was wdhng tn 
defer the extermmation of the Hugue- 
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Dots. The great massacre of St Bar- 
tholomew was to sleep for seven years 
longer. Alva was, to be sure, much 
encouraged at Crst by the language of 
the Ficnoh princes and nobles who 
were present at Bayonne. Monlnc 
protested that "they might saw the 
Queen Dowager in two before she 
would become Huguenot.’’^ Mont- 
pensier exclaimed that “ he Irould bo 
cut in pieces for Philip’s service — that 
the Spanish monarch was the only 
hope for France," and embracing Alva 
with fervour, he affirmed that if his 
body were to be opened at that mo- 
ment, the name of Plulip would be 
ionnd iinpiinted upon his heait."- 
The Duke, having no power to ino- 
ceed to an autopsy, physical or moral, 
of Montpeiisier’s iutciior, was left 
somewhat in the daik, notnithstaud- 
ing these ejaculations. Ills first con- 
rersation with the youthful King, 
towever, soon dispelled hie hopes. 
He found immediately in his own 
words, that Charles the Hmth had 
been doctored.”'* To take up arms, 
for religious reasons, against ibis own 
Bubjecls, the monarch declared to be 
ruinous and improper. It waa obvious 
to Alva that the royal pupil had learn- 
ed his lesson for that occasion. It was 
a pity for humanity that the wisdom 
thus hypocritically taught him could 
not hare sunk into his Ijcnit. The 
Duke did 11)9 bo=t to briii* foiward 
the plans and wislics of his roy.il 
in.ister, hut without 61100690. The 
Quean Regent proposed a league of 
the two Kiugsmid the Emperor against 
tho Turk, and wished to ariange vaii- 
ouft matvunouial aUiances between the 
sons and daughters of the three houses. 
Alva expressed the opinion that the 
alliances weia already close enough, 
while, on the contrary, a seciet league 
against the Protestants would make 
all three families the safer, Catharine, 
liowever, was not to be turned from 
her position. She refused even to ad- 
mit that the Chancellor de 1' Hosjiltal 
was a Hngpenot, to which the Duke 
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replied that she was the only person 
in her kingdom who held that opinion. 
She expressed an intention of convok- 
ing an assembly of doctors, and Alva 
ridiculed in his letters to Philip the 
affectation of such a pioceeding. In 
shoit, she made it sufficiently evident, 
that the hour fur the united action of 
the French and Spanish sovereigns 
against their subject bad not struck, 
so that tho famous Bayonne conference 
terminated without a result. It seem- 
ed not the less certain, however, in 
the general opinion of mankind, that 
all the pirticulars of a logular plot 
liad been definitely arranged upon this 
occasion, lor the extermmaidon of the 
Protestants, and the error has bean 
piopagatcd by historians of great cele- 
brity of all parties, down to our own 
days. The secret letters of Alva, how- 
ever, leave no doubt as to the fads. 

In the course of Kovember, fresh 
letters from Philip arrived in the 
Ifethcrlands, confirming everything 
which he had preiviously written. Ho 
iVTcte peraumdly to the inquisitors- 
general, Tiletanus andDe Bay, encour- 
aging them, commending them, pro* 
miBiiig them his support, and uiging 
them not to be deterred by any con- 
sideration from thoroughly fulfilling 
their duties. He wrote Peter Titel- 
mann a letter in which he applauded 
the pains taken by that functionary 
to remedy tho ills which religion was 
eufferrag, assured him of his gratitude, 
exhorted him to continue in bis virtu- 
ous course, and avowed his determina- 
bon to spare neither pains, expense, 
nor even his own life, to sustain the 
Catholic Faith. To tho Duchess he 
wrote at great length, and in most 
unequivocal language. He denied that 
what he had written from Valladolid 
was of different meaning from the 
sense of the despatches by Egmont, 
With regard to certain Anabaptist pri- 
soners, concerning whose fate Margaret 
had requested his opinion, he com- 
manded their execution, adding that 
such was his will in the case of al^ 
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wliatOTer their quality, who could he 
cawht. That which the people said 
in we Netherlands touching the Inqui- 
sition, he pronounced extiemely dis- 
tasteful to him. That institution, 
which had existed under his prede- 
cessors, he declared more necessary 
than eyerj nor would he suffer it to 
he discredited. He desired his sister 
to put no faith in idle talk, as to the 
inconveniences likely to flow from the 
rigour of the Inquisition. Much greater 
inconveniences would he the result if 
the inquisitors did not proceed with 
their lahoiii'S, and the Duchess was 
commanded to write to the secular 
judges, enjoining upon them to place 
no obstacles in the path, hut to afford 
all the assistance which might he re- 
quired.^ 

To Ngmont, the King wrote with 
his own hand, applauding much that 
was contained in the recent decisions 
of the asaemhly of bishops and doctors 
of divinity, and commaning the Count 
to assist m the execution of the royal 
determination. In afflurs of religion, 
FhQip expressed the opmion that dis- 
simulation and weakness w ei o entii ely 
out of place.’ 

When these decisiie letters came 
before the state-council, the conster- 
nation was extreme. The Duchess 
had counted, in spite of her inmost 
convictions, upon less peremptoi'y in- 
structions. The Prince of Orange, the 
Count of Egmont, and the Admiml, 
were loud in their denunciations of the 
royal pohcy. There was a violent and 
protnuded debate. The excitement 
spread at once to the people. Inflam- 
matory hand -hills were circulated. 
Placards were posted eveiy night upon 
the doors of Orange, Egmoiit, and 
Horn, calling upon them to come forth 
boldly as champions of the people 
and of hherty m religious matters ’ 
Banquets were held daily at the houses 
of the nobility, in which the more 
ardent and youthful of their order, 
with brains excited by wine and anger, 
indulged in flaming invectives against 
the go vernment, ^nd interchanged 
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VOWS to protect each other and the 
cause of the oppressed provinces, 
Meanwhile IJie pnvy council, to which 
body the Duchess had i-eferrcd the 
recent despatches from Madlad, made 
a report upon the whole subject to the 
state - council, during the month uf 
November, sustaming the royal views, 
and insisting upon the necessity of 
carrying tihem into effect. The cdu ti 
and Inquisition having been so vigoi 
oubly insisted upon by the King, im- 
thing was to bo done but to issue no*’ 
pioclamations throughout the coimtiy, 
together with orders to bishops, conn 
cils, governors, and judges, that c\ eiy 
care should be taken to enforce tliein 
to the fuU.^ 

Tiiis report came before the stale- 
council, and was en-.tained by sniiie of 
its members. The Prince of Orange 
expressed the same unconipi omi niii,' 
hostility to the Inquisition winch lie 
had always manifested, but ob-cmil 
tliat the commands of the Kingwue 
BO pieoise and absolute, as to Icaie no 
possibility of discussing that pomt 
There was nothing to bo done, ho nikI, 
but to obey, but he washed bis bands 
of the fatal consequences which he 
foresaw.' There svas no longer any 
middle course between obediciii'e and 
rebellion. This opinion, the soundne-s 
of which could scarcely bo disputed, 
was also e^istained by Kgmont and 
Horn. ' 

Viglius, on the contiary, nervous, 
agitated, appalled, was nosv dispo-od 
to temporise. He obseived th.-vt if the 
seigniors feared such eiil re. 3 ults, it 
would be better to prevent, rather than 
to accelciate the danger which wuiilil 
follow the proposed notiflcation to the 
govemors and municipal authorities 
throughout the country, on the sub- 
ject of the Inquisition To make Inaste, 
was neither to fulfil the intentions, nor 
to serve the inteieste of the King, and 
it was desirable to avoid emotion and 
Bcondal.” Upon these heads the Pre- 
sident made a very long speech, avow- 
ing, in conclusion, that if bis Majesty 
should not find the course proposed 
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agreeable, lie was ready to receive all 
tUe mdignation upon ms own head.^ 

Certainly, position of the Presi- 
dent was somewhat inconsistent with 
hiB previcMS course. He had been 
most violent in his denunciations of 
^ who should intei:feie with the exe- 
cution of the great edict of which he 
had been the original di'aughtsman. 
He had recently been ferocioi^ in com- 
bating the opinion of those civilians in 
the assembly of doctors who had advo- 
cated the abolition of the death penalty 
against here^. He had expi essed \\ ith 
great eneigy his piivato opinion, that 
the ancient religion would peiish if 
the machinery of persecution were 
taken away, yet he iiuw for the hist 
time seemed to hear or to heed the 
ovitciy of a whole nation, and to trem- 
bio at the sound. How that the die 
had been cast, lu accordance with the 
counsels of his whole life — ^now that 
the royal commands, often enigmatical 
and hesitating, were at last too dis- 
tinct to be misconstrued, and too 
peremptory to be tampered with — the 
President imagined the possibility of 
delay. The health of the aucieut Fu- 
sion had but recently permitted him 
to resume his seat at the council-board. 
His pi'esence there was but temporary, 
for he had received fiom Madiid the 
accejitcince of his rcbignaiion, accom- 
panied With ordcis to discliai'ge the 
duties of Pictiidciit^ until^idic aiiival 
of his successor, Chailos de Ttsnoeq 
Thus, in his own language, the Duchess 
was still obliged to loly for a season 
'*upon her ancient Palinurus”’* — a 
necessity far fioiu agieeable to her, for 
lahe had lost confidence in the pilot. 
It may be supposed that he was anxious 
to smooth the troubled Avaters during 
the brief period in which he was still 
to bo exposed to their fury; but he 
poured out the oil of his eloquence in 
vain. Nobody sustained his proposi- 
tions. The Duchess, although ten ified 
at llie probable consequences, felt tho 
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impossibility of disobejing the delibe- 
rate decree of her brother. A procla- 
mation was accordingly prepared, liy 
which it was ordered that the Coimcd 
of Trent, the edicts and the Inquisu 
tion, should be published in every town 
and viUago in the provinces immedi- 
ately, and once in six mouths for ever 
aftenvards * The deed vras done, and 
the Prince of Orange, stooping to the 
ear of his next neighbour, as they sat 
at the council-board, whispered that 
they were now about to witness the 
commencement of the most extraordi- 
nary tragedy which had ever been 
enacted.^ Tho prophecy w*as indeed 
a proof that the Prince could read the 
future, but tho Barcat>m of the Presi- 
dent, that the remark had been made 
in a tone of exultation,^ was belied by 
every action of the prophet's life. 

The fiat wont forth. In the mar 
kct-placc of cvciy toivn and village of 
the Netheilands, the Inquibition was 
t^in foimally proclaimed. Eveiy 
doubt w'hich iLid hitherto existed as 
to the intention of the government 
was swept away. 

No argument was thenceforwaid to 
be permissible as to the constitution- 
ality of the edicts — as to the compati- 
bility of their piovisioDs with the pri- 
vileges of tho land. The cry of a 
X>cople in its agony ascended to Ileaven. 
The decree was answered wuth a howl 
of execiation. The flames of popular 
fren^yj arose luiid and threatemug 
above tho house-tops of every town 
and village. The impending conflict 
could no longer be mistaken. The 
awful tragedy w hich the great watch- 
man in the land had so long predict- 
ed, was seen sweeping solemmy and 
steadily onward. The supersutious 
eyes of the age saw ominous indica- 
tions in the sky. Contending armies 
trampled the clouds; blood diopiied 
from heaven ; the exterminating angel 
rode upon the wmd. 

Thcie was almost a cessation of the 
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ordinary business of mankind. Oom- 
mepee was paralysed. Antwerp shook 
a^with an earthquake. A chasm 
seemed to open, in which her pro- 
sperity and her very ezistenee were to 
he for ever engulphed. The foreign 
merchants, manufacturers, and arU- 
sans, fled from her gates as if the 
plague was raging within them. Thriv- 
ing cities were hkely soon to he de- 
populated. The metropolitan heart of 
the whole country was almost motion- 
less.! 

klen high in authority sympathised 
with the general indignation. The 
Marquis Eeighen, the younger Mans- 
feld, the Earon Montigny, openly re- 
fused to enforce the edicts within their 
governments. Men of eminence in- 
veighed boldly and bitterly against the 
tyranny of the government, and coun- 
seUed disobedience. The Ifetheiland- 
ers, it was stoutly maintained, were 
not such senseless biutes as to be 
ignorant of the mutual relation of 
piinco and people. They knew that 
the ohhgation of a king to his vassals 
was as sacred as the duties of the sub- 
jects to the sovereign.” 

The four principal cities of Erahant { 
first came forward m foimal denunda- ' 
tion of the outrage. An elaborate and 
condusive document was draivn up 
in their name, and presented to the 
Eegeut.' It set forth that the recent 
proclamation violated many articles in 
the “ joyous entiy.” That uncient 
constitution had ch'cumscrihed the 
power of the olei-gy, and the jealouqy 
had been felt in old times as much by 
the Boverdm as the people. No eocle- 
siosUcal trmunol had tiiercfore been 
allowed, excepting that of the Bishop 
of Camhray, whose jurisdiction was 
ezpressiy confined to three classes of 
cases— those glowing out of marriages, 
testaments, and mortmauis. 

It would be superfluous to discuss 
the point at the present day, whether 
the directions to the inquisitors and 
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the publication of the edicts conflicted 
with the “ joyous entrance.” To take 
a man fronq, his house and burn him, 
after a brief preliminary examination, 
was clearly not to follow th? letter and 
sphit of Brabantine habeas corpvs, 
by which inviolabihty of domicile and 
regular trials were secured end siiuiii 
to by the monarch ; yet such had hoLn 
the uniftrm practice of mquisitois 
throughout the country. The potilioii 
of tho four cities was refened bv the 
Eegent to the Council ot Ei.ib.ini 
The chancellor, or president judiw ut 
that tiibuual, was notonoiir-ly cmiin't 
— a cre.iture of tho Spanish gouii. 
ment. llis efibi ts to sustain the pela j 
of the administration were, hoMiici, 
vain. The Duchess orclmed the .a- 
cluves of the province to bo seaiJitd 
for precedents, and the council to ii 
port upon the petition.^ The c.ice ,'t 
too plain for argument or dogiu itMii, 
but the attempt was made to ti'o' ic 
fuge in obsemity. The answer ot tbo 
council was hesitating and equii oc.il.’ 
Tho Duchess insisted upon a dis’iiicl 
and categoiicol answer to the loin 
cities. Thus pressed, the Council of 
Brabant declaied roundly that no in- 
quisition of any kind had ever exi-ii 1 
in the provinces.” It vas impossiLlu 
that any other answer could 1 e giiiii, 
but Viglius, with his associates m tl.e 
privy couig-il, were extiemcly angi/ 
at the cAuclusiou.” Tho coiice-sioii 
was, however, made, not\i ith-t-mdiiig 
the bad example which, accoidiiig tu 
some persons, tho victory thus ob- 
tained by BO important a proiiiiJ 
would afloid to the people in tho (jlli..r 
parts of the country. Erah.ant vas de- 
clared free of the Inqumitloii.® Mc.iii- 
while the pamphlets, handbills, pas 
quils, and other popular prodiu !.ioii.i, 
were multiplied. To use a Fleii . > -1 1 cs- 
presidon, they " snowed m the sti nets " 
They were nailed nightly on .lU tlio 
great houses in Brufflela® I’atriots 
were called upon to strike, speak, re- 


^'he Jiise of ike hutch Eepublie. 


^ noof<},iL 6B 
’ Hopper, b2. 


Bor, i. 84, 85. 


• Bqq .Bor, L 85. Motcron 

j Supplement I 

* Quarree Civilcs da Bfere P, Stradn 


* Strada, v lOS. Hoofd, u. 69 IIs'M -r, 

ul)i Blip. “ 

• Bor, 1 39, 40. Hoofd. Hopper, ulji Bup 

♦ Hopper, 64 Bor, Hoofd, ubi eup. 

» Hopper, ubi sup. 

• Hopper, 65 

» Bor, li. 53 Hoofd, ti, 70, 71. / 



Tnruo'.r "‘U.%e"lSlXMiifflcy-Ulcarx-xcnmjr-,t-x,<A.umtga, — ISro-l^ 


dresB. Pungent lampoons, impassioned 
invectives, and eaxnest remonstrances, 
were thrust into the hands ol the 
Suchcss. Ihe puhhca,tious, as they 
appeared, yere greedily devoured hy 
the people. “We are willing," it was 
said, in a remarkable letter to the 
King, “ to die for the Gospel, hut we 
read therein, ‘ Bender unto Caisar that 
which is Caesar’s, and unto God that 
which is God’s.’ We thank God that 
our enemies themselves are compelled 
to hear witness to our piety and pa- 
tience; so that it is a common s.aying, 
'He swears not, he is a Protestant; he 
2 S neither a ioimcatornor .a drunhard; 
he IS of the new sect.’ Yet, notwith- 
standing these testimonials to our cha- 
racter, no manner of punishment has 
been forgotten hy which u o can pos- 
sibly he chastised ’’* This statement 
of the morality of the Puritans of the 
Kctherlauds was tlie justification of 
martyis — ^not the self-glorification of 
Pharisees. The fact was inoontiovert- 
ihle. Their tenets were rigid, hut 
their lives were pure. They belonged 
generally to the middling and lower 
classes They were industrious arti- 
sans, who defied to live in the fear of 
God and in honour of their King 
They were protected hy nobles and 
gentlemen of high position, very many 
of whom came aftenvards warmly to 
espouse the croe<lwhuli at first ilicy 
had only generously dufencAd. Thou 
whole chameter and position re^ein- 
hlod, in many featuies, those of the 
Knghsh Puiitans, who, three quarters 
of a centuiy aftonvaids, fled for refuge 
to the Dutch Bepuhhc, and thence 
departed to establish the Ameiican 
Bepuhlic. The difierenco avas, that 
the Hethorlanders were exposed to a 
longer persecution, and a far more m- 
tense martyrdom. 

Towards the end of the year (1665) 
arhich was closing in such universid 
gloom, the contemporary chronicles 
ore e^ivened with a fitful gleam of 
ectn^iiae. Hiie light eahreae eaij- the 
more elevated regions of the Flemish 
world, but'it is pathetic to catch a 
glimpse of those nobles, many of whose 
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lives were to be so heroic, and whose 
destinies so tiagic, as annd the shadows 
projected by coming evil they sfidl 
found time for the chivalrous festivals 
of their land and epoch. A splendid 
tournament was held at the Chateau 
d’Antoing to celebrate the nuptials of 
Baron Montigny with the daughter of 
Piince d’Espmoy. Orange, Horn, and 
Hoogstraatenwere the challengers, and 
maintained themselves victoriously 
agninst all comers, Egmont and other 
distinguished knights being among tlie 
number.* 

Thus brilliantly and gaily moved 
the &rst hours oi that marriage which 
before six months had fied was to be 
so daikly terminated. The doom 
which awaited. the chivalrous bride- 
groom in the dungeon of Simancas was 
ere long to be recorded in one of the 
foulest chapters of Philip’s tyranny 

A still more elaborate marriage-fes- 
tival, of which the hero was, at a later 
day, to exercise a most decisive influ- 
ence over the fortunes of the land, 
was celebrated at Brussels before the 
close of the year. It wiU be remem- 
bered that Alexander, Prince of Parma, 
hod accompanied Egmont on his i etum 
from Spain in the mouth of April. 
The Duchess had been delighted with 
the appearance of her son, then tweniy 
years of age, but nheady an'accom- 
pliished cavalier. She had expressed 
her especial pleasure in finding him so 
thorou;:^ly a Si>aniaid “in manner, 
costume, .and conveiuation," that it 
could nut be supposed he had ever 
visited any other hand, or spoken any 
other tongue than that oi Spain.* 

The nobles of the Flemish court did 
not participate in the mother’s enthu- 
siasm. It could not bo denied that he 
was a handsome and gallant young 
prince; but his arrogance was so in- 
tolerable as to disgust even those most 
disposed to x>ay homage to hlargaret’s 
son. Ho kept himself mainly in 
haughty retirement, dined habitually 
idoae m his otta spartmeniSi and 
scarcely honoured any of the gentle- 
men of the Netherlands wiSi his 
notice.* Even EgiAont, to whose care 
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he had been especially 
by Philip, was ^ghted 
illy, he honoured one 
Beigniors with an inMLauon to his 
table, he sit alone in Bolenin state at 
the head of the bo^l d, while the gnesta, 
to whom ho scarcely vouchsafed a 
sylHble, weie placed on stools without 
backs, hclow the silt ^ Such maolen<M, 
it may be supposed, was auf&ciently 
galling to men of the proud character, 
but somewhat recklebS demeanour, 
which distinguished the Nctherland 
aiistocracy After a ahoit tune they 
held themselres aloof, thinking it sut 
ficient to endure such aus from Philip 
The Duchess at first encouraged 
young Frmce m hia haughtmeaa, but 
soon became sad as she w itneaaed its 
effects It was the uni\ersal opinion 
that the young Piince was a mere 
compound of pride and emptmeas 
” There la nothing at all in the man,* ^ 
■aid Chantonnay Ccitouily the cz 
pression was not a fortunate one Time 
was to shew that ibeio was moie in 
the man than in all the govcrnois de 
Bpatched succeaeii ely by Philip to the 
Netherlands, but the pi oof was to be 
defeiredto a latei epoch Hcin^ime, 
his mother w oa occupied, and exceed i 
ingly perplexed w ith his approacluiig 
nupti^ He had been affianced early 
in tlie^year to the Princess Donna 
hlana of Portugal It was found ne 
ceesaiy, therefore, to send a fleet of 
seveial vessels to Lisbon, to fetch the 
bnde to the Nethei lands,'* the ^ edding 
being appomted to take place in Bms 
eels This expense alone was consi 
derable, and the preparations for ban 
quets, jonsts, and other festivities, 

1 Fapiets d Etat i\. 22i — *'Au bos bouit 
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weie likewise undertaken on so magm 
fleent a scale that the Duke, hci bus 
band, was offended athfargareVs extra 
vogance 4 The people, by whom she 
was not beloved,** commenced bitterly 
on the prodigalities which they were 
wituessmg m a penod of dcaith and 
trouble ^ Many of the nobles mocked 
at her perplexity To crown the w hole, 
the ■} oui^ Prmce w as so obliging aa to 
’expiess the hope, m his mothei s hear 
mg, that the bndle fleet, then on its 
I way from Poitugal, might sink with 
I all it contamed, to the bottom of the 
sea ^ 

The poor Duchess was luflnit ly 
chagiined by all these ciicumsnn 
The ** insane and outiigcoua l\ 
penses**® m which the nuptials hU 
involved her, the rebukes ot hei h ^ 
band, the sneers of the seigniorb, the 
undutiful opigrams of her bou the 
iidicule of the people, affected 1 r 
spiiits to such a degree haiai^cl oS 
she was with grave matters of st ^e, 

I that she kept her rooms for d i\ 6 to* 
gether, weeping, hour after hoiu m 
the most piteous manner Hcrdi«>iic8 
was the town talk,® nevertheless' ths 
fleet an IV ed in the autumn andbioUpht 
the youthful Maria to the province q 
This young lady, if the faithful lu-sto- 
iiographei of the ramese hou&c is to 
be credited, was the paragon of iiin 

cesses^® Shewasthedaughterof Piiuu 

Kdward, sbd granddaughter of John 
the Third 8he was young and be ui 
tiful, bhe could talk both Latin an! 
Greek, besides bemg well veiscd in 
philosophy, mathematics, and thco 
logy bhe had the Scripture^ at bti 
tongue's end, both the old dispcn'sition 

w Btrada, iv 167-162 
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and tlie new, and could quote tram 
the fathers widr the promptnees of a 
hishop. She was so strictly orthodox 
that, on being compelled %’ stress of 
weather ix* Iwd in Kngland, she de- 
clined oil communication wi^ Queen 
Elizabeth, on account of her heresy. 
She was so eminently chaste that she 
could neither read the sonnets of Pe- 
trarch, nor lean on the arm ofta gentle- 
man.^ Her ddicai^ upon such points 
was, indeed, carrira to such excess, 
that upon one occasion when the ship 
which was bringing her to the Nether- 
lands was discovered to be bui-ning, 
she rebuhed a rude felloiv who came 
forward to save her life, assuiing him 
that there was less contamination in 
the touch of fire than in that of man - 
Fortunately, the fiames weie extin- 
guished, and the Phmnvx of Portugal 
was permitted to descend, unbuiued, 
u upon the bleak shores of Flandcis. 

^ The occasion, notwithatandiug the 
recent tears of the Duchess, and the 
arrogance of the Prince, was the sign-il 
for much festivity among the oourtieis 
of Brussels. It was also the epoch 
from which movements of a secret and 
important character were to be dated. 
The chevaliers of the Fleece were as- 
sembled, and Viglius pronounced be- 
fore them one of his most classical 
oiations. He had a good deal to say 
concerning the private adventures of 
Saint Andrew, patron of tlA Order, 
and went into some details of a con- 
veisatiou which that venerated person- 
age bad once held with the pi oconsul 
uEgeas.’’ The moral which he deduced 
from his narrative was the necessity of 
union among the magnates for the 
maintenance of the Ca^olic faith; the 
nobility and the Church being the two 
columns upon which the whole social 
fabric reposed.* It is to be feared that 
the President became rather prosy 
upon the occasion. Perhaps hie hmnily, 
like those of the fictitious Archbishop 
of Oransda, began to smack of the 
apoplexy from which he had so re- 
cently escap^ Perhaps, the meeting 
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being one of hilauty, the younger 
nobles became restive under the jsi- 
fiiction of a veiy long and very solem^ 
harangue. At any rate, as the meet- 
ing broke up, there was a good deal of 
jestmg on the subject, De Hammer 
commonly called “ Toison d’Or,” ooun- 
cillor and king-at-arms of the Order, 
said that the President had been see- 
ing visions and talkmg with Saint 
Andrew in a dream. Marquis Ber- 
ghen asked fur the source whence he 
hod derived such mtimate acquaint- 
ance with the ideas of the Saint. The 
Piesident took these remarks rather 
testily, and, from trifling, the company 
became soon earnestly engaged in a 
warm discussion of the agitating topics 
of the day. It soon became evident to 
Viglms that De Hammes and others of 
his comrades had been deahng with 
dangei ous things. He began shrewdly 
to suspect that the popular heresy was 
rapidly extending mto higher regions; 
but it was not the President alone who 
discovered how widely the contamina- 
tion was spreading. The meeting, the 
accidental small t^, which had passed 
so swiftly from raiety to gravity, the 
rapid exchange of ideas, and the free- 
masonry by which intelligence upon 
foibiddcn topics bad been mutually 
conveyed, became events of histoiieaL 
impoitanoe. Interviewsbelweennobles, 
who, in the courae of the festivities 
produced by the Jlontigny and Pamia 
marnags, bad discovered that they 
entertained a secret similarity of senti- 
ment upon vital questions, became of 
frequent occurrence.' The result to 
which such conferences led will be nar- 
rated in the following chapter. 

Meantime, upon the lllh November 
1565, the mairiajge of Prince Alexander 
and Donna Maria was celebrated with 
great solemnity by the Archbishop of 
Cambray, in the chapel of the Court at 
Brussels, On the fallowing Sunday the 
wedding bonq'iet was held in the great 
hall, w here, ten years previously, the me- 
morable abdication of the bridegroom’s 
impenal grandfather had taken place. ^ 
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The walla were again hung with the 
T^ mg ntfieent topestiy o£ Gldcon> while 
tile knights of the ^eece, with all the 
other gi'andecB of the Innch were assem< 
bled to grace the spechocle.^ The King 
was represented by his envoy in Eng- 
land, Don Guzman De Silva, who came 
to Brussels for the occasion, and who 
hod been selected for thk duty be- 
cause, according to Armenteros, '^he 
was endowed, beside his prudence, 
.with BO much witty gracefulness with 
ladies in matters of pastime and enter- 
tainment.'* Early in the month of 
December, a famous touinament was 
held in the great market-place of 
Bruaaels, the Duke of Farma, the Duke 
of Aerschot, and Count Egmout being 
judges of the jousts. Count Mansfeld 
was the challenger, assisted by hia son 
Charles, celebrated among the gentiy 
of the land for his dexterity in such 
sports. To Count Charles was awarded 
upon this occasion the silver cup 
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from the lady of the lists. Count 
Bossu received the prize for hrealung 
best his laqces; the Seigneur de Beau- 
voir for the most splendid ontoice; 
Count Louis, of Nassau, ^or ha\nig 
boiTio himself most gallanbly m the 
mMee, On the same evening the 
nobles, together with the bridal pair, 
were entertained at a splendid sup- 
per givin by the city of Bl•u^scl^ in 
the magnificent HOtel do Villc On 
this occasion tbe prkes gained at tlic 
tournament wore distributed, ami<i 
the applause and hilarity of all ths 
revellers.* 

Thus, wth banquet, tourney, aiv] 
merry marriage bells, with gaiety gild 
ing the suifaco of society, while a 
deadly hatred to the Inquisition 
eating into the heart of the natir»u, 
and while the files of civil war ucie 
already kindling, of which no livjrs 
man was destined to witnes«« the px- 
tinction, ended the year 1505* 
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Tns most remai liable occurence in tho 
earlier part of the year 1566 was the 
femous^ Compromise. This documeut, 
ty. which the algnoTs pledged them- 


jDMaBttrreMS. 67. 

y donairo con 
umosenlaseoBasds passaticiopo y om 


selves to oppose tho Inquisition, and 
to defend each other against all con* 
sequences of such a resistance, vaa 
probably the work of Philip de Mar- 

tenimioTito Correspondanco do Plaiq-I^ 
II,i 365, 36fl, 

• De la llarre MB. fj 



Francis 

nix, Lord of Sainte Aldegonde. Much 
obscurity, however, rests upon the 
origin of this league. Its foundations 
bad already been laid in the latter 
p^rt of the ^ireceding year. The nup- 
tials of Panna with the Portugueoe 
pi mccss had been the cause of much 
festivity, not only in Brussels, but at 
Antwerp. The great commemial me- 
ti-opohs had celebrated the ocoision by 
a magnificent banquet. There had 
been triumphal arches, wreaths of 
flowers, loyal speeches, generous senti- 
ments, in the usual profusion. The 
chief ornament of the dinner-table had 
been a magnificent piece of confec- 
tion.ary, setting elaborately forth the 
miS'ion of Count Mansfold with the 
fleet to Portugal to fetch the bride 
fi om her home, avith exquisitely finish- 
ed figures in sugar — ^portr.ail.s, it ia to 
bo presumed — of the principal person- 
ages as they appe.ared during the most 
stnkiiig scenes of the history i At the 
voiy moment, however, of these delco- 
tations, a meeting was held at Brussels 
of men whose minds wore occupied 
frith sterner stuff than sugar-work. 
On the wedding-day of Parma, Francis 
Junius, a dissenting minister then ro- 
siduig at Antwerp, was invited to Brus- 
sels to iireach a sermon in the house 
of Count Ciilomhurg on the horse- 
market (now c.allod Little Sablonl, be- 
fore a sin<all assembly of sona^ twenty 
genl lemon ^ 

This Fri'icis Juiiins, born of a noble 
family in Hoiiigos, was the pastor of 
the secret Fioiich coiigi og.atioii of Hu- 
gticiiols at Antwerp. He was voiy 
young, haling arrived from Geneva, 
where he had been educated, to Lake 
obarge of tho secret church, when but 
just turned of twenty years.'* IIo was, 
however, already celebrated for his 
learning, his eloquence, and his cou- 
rage Tow.ards the end of 1585, it had 
already become known that Junius 
was in secret understanding with 
Louis of Kassau, to prepare an address 
to government on the subject of the 
Inquisition and edicts. Orders weie 
given for his arrest. A certain painter 

^Ijlsjgren, il 86. 

llrainik 1. 280, sqq. Bx vita F, Junil ab 
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of Brussels affected conversion to the 
new rehgion, that he might gain aji- 
mission to the congregation, and after- 
wards earn the reward of the informer. 

Ho played his part so well that he was 
permitted to attend many meetings, 
m the course of which he sketched the 
porti-ait of the preacher, and dehvered 
it to the Duchess Begent, together 
with minute statements as to his resi- 
dence and daily habits. Nevertheless, 
with all this assistance, the govern- 
ment could not succeed in laying bonds 
on him. He escaped to Breda, and 
continued his labours in spite of pei^ 
sedition. The man’s courage may be 
estimated from the fact that ho 
preached on one occasion a sermon, 
advocating the doctrines of the Be. 
formed Church, with his usual elo- 
quence, in a room overlooking ths 
m irkct-place, where, at the very in 
stant, the execution by fiie of several 
heretics was taking place, while the 
light from the flames in which the 
brethren of their faith were bumii^ 
was flickering through the glass win- 
dows of the conventiolB.* Such was 
the man who preached a sermon in 
Cidcmburg Palace on Parma’s wed- 
ding-d.ay. The nobles who listened to 
him were occupied with grave dis- 
course after conclusion of the reli- 
gious exercises Junius took no part 
m their conversation, but in his pre- 
sence it was resolved that a league 
ag,ainst tho "barbarous and violent 
In<iuiBition’’ should be formed, and 
that confederates should mutuallj 
bind themselves both within and with- 
out the Netherlands to this great pur- 
pose.^ Junius, in giving this explicit 
statement, has not mentioned the 
names of the nobles before whom he 
preached. It may bo inferred that 
some of them were the more ardent 
and the more respectable among the 
somewhat miscellaneous band by whom 
the Compromise was afterwards si^ed. 

At about tlie earns epoch, Louis of 
Nassau, Nicolas de Hammes, and cer- 
tain other gentlemen met at the baths ^ ' 
of Spa. At this secaet assembly, the — ' 

s Vit. Jnnli, 14. 15, 18. 
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loundationB of tlie Compiomise ‘weie 
^finitely laid.^ A document xi aa 
afterwai^a drawn up> xvliicli x^aa cii 
culated for Big;natuics in the eaily 
part of 1566 It is, theiefoie, a tms 
take to Buppose that this memorable 
paper was Bimult'ineously signed and 
sworn to at any solemn scene like that 
of the dedaratioii of American Inde 
pendence^ or like some of the subse 
quent tranBictions in the Ketherlind 
revolt arranged pin poaely for dramatic 
effect Sexciol copies of the Compro 
znise were passed secretly from hand 
to liand, and m the course of two 
months some two thousand signatures 
had been obtamed * The oi iginal copy 
bore but thiee n'lmes^ those of Bie 
derode, ChailesdeMansfeldj and Louis 
of Nassau * The composi^on of the 
paper is usually ascribed to Sainte 
Aldegonde, although the fact is not 
indisputable * At any late^ it is x eiy 
cerfcom that he was one of the ongi 
nators and mam suppoiteia of the 
famous league 

Sainte ^degondo xras one of the 
most occomphbhed men of his age 
He was of ancient nobihtyi as he 
proved by an abundance of hi^toncal 
heraldic eyidence, m answei to a scum 
louB pamphlet in xvluch he hod been 
accused, among othei delinquencies, of 
having sprung fiom plebeian blood 
Haxrmg established his ** extraction 
from true and ancient gentlemen of 
Savoy, paternally and mateiOally,*' he 
rebuked his assailants in manly stram 
"Even had it been that I was xMth 
out nobility of biith,” sa^d he, "I 
should be none the less or more a 
virtuous or honest man, nor can any 
one reproach me xvith hax ing failed in 
the point of honour or duty "What 
gi eater folly than to boast of the 
I Ihia appeals f'-oni tlio sentence pio 
nou'iced against de Hammes (Toi«m d Or) 
Vy the Blood Council on tlio 17th Mny 15C8 
** Cliaige d’avoir osto ung dos authouisdo la 
Boditieuse et pemicieusc conjuration ot hguo 
des confederez (^u'lls appellcnt Comproniis) 
et diceUepiemiercmcnt avoir jcctc les foudo 
nans h la fontaiuo dc Spa, avccq lo Compte 
IioyB do l^assau et aultios ct apus environ 
le moia do DecemL cl565, Vuicstela siciie 
et juro on ccsto Mile do Bruxcllc cn sa 
muBoii ct IL icello attiio ct mduict plusieuis 
a. “"SBwtiodcsCondamnesotBannia 

a cause dcs Troubles des Pays Bos dep Pan 
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Virtue or gallantry of otliers, as do 
monynobles who,having neither a gram 
of virtue m their souls nor a diop of 
wisdom in their bmins, are eutiicly 
useless to their country* Yet theie 
are such men, who, because their an 
cestors have done some x alorous deed, 
think themselves fit to direct the ina 
chinery of a whole countiy, having 
their youth learned nothing hut 
to dance and to spin hke w eathei cod h 
wi^ ^eir heads as well as their hcc U * ‘ 
Certainly Sainte Aldegonde had leai ned 
other lessons than these He was one 
of the many sided men who recalled 
the symmeti y of antique patriots He 
was a poet ot much vigour and imagi 
nation, a prose writer whose st^le w is 
surpassed by that of none of hib cun 
temporaries, a diplomatist in whose 
tact and delicacy 'William of Orai ge 
afteiwaids xepo^ed in the most dith 
cult and impoiiant negotiations, an 
orator whose discourses on many gieat 
public occasions attracted the atten 
tionof Europe, a soldier xx hose bi ax eiy 
was to be attested aftci wards on many 
a XX ell fought field, a theologian su 
skilful m the polemics of cSvinit}^ 
tbat, aa it wdl hereafter appear, he 
XX OB more than a match lor a bench of 
bishops upon their own ground , and a 
scholar so accomplished, that, besides 
speaking and wilting the classical and 
several juodem languages with f acilit} , 
he had also translated foi populai use 
the Psalms of Daxid into vemaculai 
verse, and at a very late period of his 
life was requobted by the states general 
of the republic to translate all the 
Scriptuies — a xxoik, the fulfilment < t 
xvluch was prevented hy his death** 
A jiasBionate foe to the Inquisitn n 
and to all the abuses of the ancient 
Church, an ardent defender of cixil 
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Uberigr, it uuBt be admitted that be 
partook also of the t;i«tuiical epirit of 
Calvinism. He never roeeto the lofty 
heights to which the spirit of the great 
founder ol* the commonwealth was 
destmed to soar, but denounced the 
great prmciple of religious liberty for 
^1 consciences as godless. He was 
now twenty-eight years of ag^ having 
been bom in the same year With bis 
fiiend Louis of Koseau. His device, 
“ Sepos aillcara,"^ finely tj-pified the 
restless, agitated and laborious life to 
which he was destmed. 

That other distinguished le.idcr of 
the newly-formed league. Count Louis, 
was a true knight of the olden time, 
the very minor of chivalry. Gentle, 
generous, pious; making use, in his 
tout hefoie the battle, of the pnayeis 
M hich his motlior sent him from the 
home of his childliood,^ yet fiery m 
the field as on ancient ciaisader-— do- 
ing the work of general and soldier 
w ith desperate valour and against any 
numbera — cheerful and steadfast un- 
der aU reveises, witty and jocund in 
social interoouise, animatmg with his 
unceasing spirits the giarer and moi-e 
torehoding soul of his brother ; he was 
the man to whom the eyes of the most 
aident among the Ketherland lleform- 
ers were turned at thie early epoch, 
the trusty staif upon which the gieat 
Prince of Oiaiiga was to l^u Ull it 
was bioken. As gay as Biedeiode, he 
was unstained by his vices, and exei- 
ciscd a boundless influence over that 
reckless personage, who often protested 
that he would “ die a pool soldier at 
his feet.”'* The cai'eer of Louis was 
destmed to be shoit, if reckoned by 
years ; but if by events, it was to at- 
tain almost a patriarchal length. At 
the age of nineteen he had taken part 
in the battle of St Quentm, and when 
once the war of freedom opened, his 
sword was never to be sheathed. His 
days were filled with life, and when 
he fell into his bloody but unknown 
grave, he was to leave a name os dts- 
tinguished i^r hcroio valour and un- 
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tiring energy as for spotless integi'ity. 
He was smoU of staturo, but wijjll 
formed; athletic in oh knightly oxer* 
oises, with agreeable features, a dark 
laughing eye, close clipped brown hair, 
and a xieoked beaid. 

•• Golden Flacee,” as Nioolaa de 
Hammes was univci sally denominat- 
ed, Wios the illegitimate scion of a 
noble bouse.'* He was one of the 
most active of the eaily adherents to 
the league, kept the list of signers in 
his possession, and scoured the counti'y 
daily to procure now confedoriitce.* 
At the public pieachiugs of tiie re* 
foiiiied religiou, which soon after this 
epoch broke furih throughout the 
Helhcrlands os by a common impulse, 
be made himself cunsxiicuous. He 
was accused of wearing, on such occa- 
sions, the onsigiiB of iho Fleece about 
Ills neck, in order to induce ignorant 
]ieupIo to behevo that they might 
Iheuiselves legally foUow, when they 
peioeived a member of that iUustrious 
fraternity to be loading the way.* As 
He Hammes was only an official or 
servant of that Order, but not a com- 
panion, the seduction of the beges by 
such false pretences was reckoned 
among the most beiuous of bis- 
olfences He -was fierce in his hos- 
tility to the goverameut, one of those 
fiery Bjiiiits whose prematme sea] 
w.os xncjudicial to the cause of liberty, 
and ibshcartening to the cautious xm 
tiiotism* of Oi.uige. He was fop 
smiting at once tlio gigiutic atrecii^ 
of the Sxi.^nish dominien, without 
woitmg for the forging uf the weapoais 
by -fthich the blows were bo ba i&illt. 
Ho forgot that men and muneywete 
as neccssai'y as wrath, in a eaubadt 
with the most tremendous despeidsia 
ofthewoild. *' They wish,” he wiwte 
to Count Louis, “that wo should miadt 
tliceo hungry wolves \i.th nssuim 
strancBs, using gentle nMle 

they aie bmuiiig and 
heails. Bo It so then. Lrb etS itl&e 
the xwu — let bhm (takd <ilbe itwtnA. 
For them h’t m bivudfe. 


r Groan v. Fnnst., Archives, etc , iii. tl2. 


* C<'reesxy.n«iMi«c de Bj, h 

unto a 

» u>M , tee. ^ wa 

•Ihgistiiv des 





shall veep, they will laugh. The 
l£>Td he praised for all ; but I canuot 
^rilte thin -without tears.’’’- This ner- 
vous language painted the situation 
and the character of the writer. 

As for Charles Manafeld, he soon 
fell away from the league which he 
had embraced originally with eicesaive 
ardour.’ 

By the influence of the leaders 
many signatures were obtained during 
the first two months of the year. The 
language of the document -iras such 
that patriotic Catholics could sign it 
as honestly as Protestants. It in- 
veighed bitterly against the tyi.anny 
of “a heap of strangois,” who, m- 
fluenced only by private aval ice and 
ambition, were making use of an 
affected zeal for the Catholic religion, 
to persuade the King into a violation 
of his oaths. It denounced the re- 
fusal to mitigate the severity of the 
edicts. It declared the Inquisition, 
which it seemed the nitention of go- 
vernment to fix permanently upon 
them, as "iniquitous, contrary to all 
lows, human and divine, Burpa»aing 
the greatest baibaii-im v hieh was ever 
practised by tyrants, and as redound- 
ing to the dishonour of Qod and to 
the total desolation of the country.” 
The signers protested, therefore, that 
"having a due regaid to their duties 
os faithful vassals of his Majesty, and 
especially as noblemen — and in order 


not to bo deprived of therf estates 
and their lives by those who, under 
pretext of religion, wished to eniich 
themselves by plunder and murder,” 
they had bound themselves to each 
other by holy covenant and solemn 
oath to resist the Inquisition. They 
mutually promised to oppose it in 
every shape, open or coveit, under 
whatever mask it might assume, 
whether bearing the name of Inquisi- 
tion, placard, or edict, "and to extlr- 
pate and eradicate th e thing in any 
Groeav.Prmst., Archives, etc ,11 30,37. 
Correspond moo do Philippe II , 80 i-JOG, 
dSS. Groan v. Prmst , Aichives, etc,, n 40S 
* v™ Compromise has hcon often priiitui, 
’iw s. ff. Gioeu V.’ Frinst , Aichivcs, etc , 
It ^oppons. Supplement t btrada, 

m sqij. Bor, 11 . 63, 54. 
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form, as the mother of all iniquity 
and disorder.” They pratested hefoie 
God and man, that they would at- 
tempt nothing to the dishonour of 
the Lord or to the diminution of ths 
King’s grandeur, majesty, or domi- 
nion. They declared, on the ooutiary, 
an honest purpose to "maintain the 
monarch in his estate, and to suppic-,s 
all seditions, tumults, monopohev, and 
factions.” They engaged to piuseiie 
their confedeiation, thus funned, for 
ever inviolable, and to pciimt none 
of its members to be pcisociittd in 
any manner, in body or goods, hi 
any proceeding founded on the In 
qnisition, the edicts, or the piescnt 
league.-* 

It will be seen, theicforc, that the 
Compromise wss in its oiigm. .a 
covenant of nobles. It was due t-d 
against the foieign infliienoebv iiluch 
the jHetherlands wire exclumoly 
govenied, and against the Inquisition, 
whethei Papal, Episc-upal, or by cd'tt 
Theie is no doubt that tho count: v 
was controlled cntiiely by Spam ’. 
masteis, and that it was intended to 
reduce tho ancient libeity of th 
Netheilaiids into subjection to a junl i 
of foreigners sitting at Madrid. Xu- 
thing more legitimate could he im.i 
gined than a constitutional resist inco 
to such a policy. 

The Primco of Orange had not been 
consulted as to the foimation of 11 i 
league.’ It was sufiSciently ohiioi - 
to its foimders that his cautious lu'iid 
would find miieh to censuie in thj 
movement His sentiments i, dh 
regaid to the Inquisition and tli'' 
edicts were certainly known to all 
men. In the beginning of thi s year, too, 
he had addiessed a remarlcahle Ictlc 
to the Duchc'-s, m answer to her iviit- 
ten commands to cause the Council of 
Trent, the Inquisition, and the edicts, 
in accoi dance with the recent com- 
mands of the King, to he puhlishcd 
lishcd by Groeii v Prmstcror, Aichi-vcs, oto , 
u. 16-21, and m Bor, 33, 34 lb may h.. 
found also m Gachord, Conyspond.mro di 
Guillaume lo licit, ii 106, sqq , and ill 
IteifTcnbcig, Conespondonce do Maig d'Au- 
tiichc, 16-20. 

Thcongiiial, entirely In the haudj-A— .;g 
of tho Prince, is in the Arcluves o'’/mo BULti 
Council at Brussels. 



and enforced thronghouii liis goTcm- 
ment. Although his advice on the 
subject had not been asked, he ex- 
pressed his sense of obligation to 
speak his laind on the subject, pre- 
ferring the hazard of being censured 
for ms remonstrance, to wat of iu- 
cuiring the suspicion of connivance 
at the desolation of the land by his 
silence. He left the question of re- 
formation in ecclesiastical moials un- 
touched, as not belonging to hie 
vocation. As to the Inquisition, he 
most distinctly informed her highness 
that the hope which still lingered in 
the popular mind of escapmg the 
permanent establishment of tliat in- 
stitution, had alone prevented the 
iittoi- depopulation of the country, 
with entire subversion of its comincr- 
eial and maiiufaeturing iiiduotiy. AVith 
regard to the edicts ha tempeiately 
but forcibly expressed the opinion 
tliat it was very hard to enforce those 
placiuda now in taeir rigour, when the 
people were exasperated, and the 
misery universal, inasmuch as they 
had frequently been modified on for- 
mer occasiona The King, he and, 
could gain nothing but diificulty for 
himself, and would bo suie to lose the 
affection of his subjects by renoning 
the edicts, strengthening the luquiM- 
tion, and proceeduig to fre.-h execu- 
tions, at a time when ilje people, 
moved by the example of thcii noigli- 
bours, woie namially intlmod to 
novelty. Moreover, \,heu by reason 
of the daily-increasing prices of giain 
a famine was impending over the 
land, no worse moment could be 
chosen to enforce such a policy. In 
conclusion, he observed that he was 
at all times desirous to obey tbe 
commands of bis Majesty and her 
Highness, and to discharge the duties 
of "a good Christian.” The use of 
the latter tcim is remarkable, as 
marking an epoch in the histoiy of 
the Prince’s mind. A year bcfoie ho 
would hare said a good Catholic, but 
it was during this year that his mind 
began to be thoroughly pervaded by 
rchgioua doubt, and that the great 


question of the Eofoimalion foi-ecd 
itself, not only os a political, but 
moral problem upon him, which ho 
that ho could not much longer neglect 
instead of solving. 

Buch woie the opinions of Orange. 
He could not, however, safely entrust 
the sacred interests of a common- 
wealth to such hands as those of 
Brederode — ^however deojily that en- 
thusiastic personage might drink the 
hctilth of “ STounker William," as he 
affectionately denominated the Prince 
— or to “ Golden Fleece," or to 
Charles lifonsfold, or to that younger 
wild boar of Aidenncs, Bobeit de la 
March. In his brother and in Sainte 
Aldegonde he had confidence, but he 
did nut cxeicise ovei- tliem that con- 
trol which he afteniaids acquired. 
His conduct towaids the confederacy 
w.as iuiit lied m the main by the other 
gieat nobles The covenanters never 
expected to obUnn the signatuios of 
such men as Oiange, Egmont, Hem, 
Meghem, Berghen, or Montigny, nor 
weie those eminent personages ever 
accused of having signed the Com- 
pionuse, although some of them were 
aflcnvai-ds chaigcd with having pro- 
tected those who did affix their names 
to tlie document. The confederates 
w'eie originally found among the lesser 
nobles. Of these some wme sincere 
C.itholiCB, who loved the ancient 
Chuich but hated the Inquisition ; 
s.imo lAre fierce C'.dMiiii>ts or deter- 
uiuicd Lutherans . some ivei c troublous 
and adventurous s])ii its, men of broken 
foi tunes, extravagant habits, and 
boundless desnes, who no doubt 
thought that the broad lands of the 
Chuich, with their stately abbeys, 
would furnish much more fitliug 
homes and revenues for gallant gen- 
tlemen than for lazy monks.i All 
were young, few had any prudence or 
conduct, and the Instoiy of the Ica^a 
more than justified the disapproba- 
tion of Orange The nobles thus 
banded together, achieved little by 
their c'uufcdciacy. They disgraced a 
girat cause by t^eir orgies, almost 
ruined it by their inefflcieni^, and 
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when, the rope of sand which thoy 
twisted fell a&uuder, the people 
mbd gained nothing and the gentiy 
had almost lost the confidence of the 
nation These icmarks apply to the 
mass of the coufedeiates and to 
some of the leadus Louis of Kissau 
and b-unte Aldegonde were ever ho 
nourecl and ti uotod as they deserved 

Although the language of the Com- 
promise spoke of the leaguers as nobles, 
yet the document was cii culated among 
burghers and merchants also, many of 
whom, accoiding to the satirical re 
mark of a Ketheiland Cathohc, may 
have been lufiueuced by the desiie of 
writing then names m such aiistocia 
bo company, and some of whom weie 
destmed to eapiate such vamglory upon 
the scaSbld.^ 

AVith such associates, tberefoie, the 
profound and anxious mind of Orange 
could have httle in common Con 
fidence expanding as the number m 
creased, their audacity and tmbulence 
grow with the growth of the league 
Thelanguageat their w ild baniiuetswas 
as hot os the n uic \\ h oh coiitiis d their 
heads, yet the Fimce know that theie 
VI as rarely a festiv al in vv hich there did 
not sit some calm, tempei ate Spaniai d, 
watching with (piiet eye and cool l/iam 
the extra! ogautdcmeanoui, and listen 
mg with composure to the dangeioue 
avowals or bravadoes of these revel 
I lers, with tuc purpose of transmitting 
I a record of ihtir language orsdemon 
strabons to the lumost sancbuaiy of 
Fhihp’s cahmet at H'diid'' The 
Frmco knew, too, that the King was 
veiy sincere in his determination to 
maintain the In luisibon, howev or di'a 
I tory his proceedings might appe ir He 
was well anaie that an annul force 
might he expected ere long to supixirt 


the loyal ediois Already the Pnnee 
had organised that system of espionage 
upon Philip, by which the champion of 
his country was so long able to circum 

V ent its despot The Km^ left letteis 
carefully locked m his desk at night, 
and unseen hands had forwarded copies 
of them to William of Orange hefoie 
the morning He left memoranda m 
his pooKeta on letirmg to bed, and 
exact transciipts of those papeisfouncl 
their way, likewise, ei e ho rose, to the 
same watchman m tlie Nethoilonda 
Ho doubt that an inchnatiau fur pah 
tital mliigue vvos a prominent charac 
teriabc of the Frmte, ai d a hlLiiuJi 
upon the pmity of his moral natuie, 
yet the dissimidatmg policy of hn ago 
he had mastered only that he might 
aocomphsh the noblmt piupot-'i to 
which a great and good man can de- 
vote his life — the pioteotiou of tin. 
hbeity and the leligioii of a while 
people against foieigu tyianiij Ills 
intiigue BDived his oountia, not a mi 
tow peisonal nmbiticn, and it w as only 
by BUkh aits that he became Philips 
master, instead of foiling at once, like 
BO many great peisonages, a bluid and 
infatuated victim Vo doubt his jnii 

V ej ors of seci et iiifoimabon vv ere often 
destmed feai fully to atone fur their 
conti abend commei c, hut the^ who 
bade m treason mast expect to pay 
the penaltg of then tiofbc 

Although, therefore, the gi eat nobles 
held themselves alotf from the confc 
dorocy, yet many of them gav e unequi 
vocal signs of their dissent from the 
policy adopted by govoinment Mu 
quis Berghen wiute to the Duchess, 
resigning his posts, on the ground of 
his mabihty to execute the intention 
I of the Ejng in tiu. matter of religion 
I Meghem replied to the same summons 
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by a fiimilar letter. Egmont assured 1 
her that he would have placed his I 
offices in the King's han4s m Spain, { 
could he have foreseen that his Ma> ^ 
testy would form such resolutions as 
Dad now been proclaimed. The sentl* 
ments of Orange were avowed in the 
letter to which we have already alluded. 
His opinions were shared by Montignj*, 
Culemburgi and many oth€l*8. The 
Duchess nas also almost reduced to 
desperation. The condition of the 
country was frightful. The most de- 
termined loyalists, such as Berla^miont, 
Yiglius, and Hopper, advised her not 
to mention tlie name of inquisition in 
a conference which she was obliged to 
hold with a deputation fiom Antwerp.^ 
She fcaiod, all fcaied, to piouounco the 
hated woul. She wrote despoil ing 
Ictloifl to rhilip, describing the condi- 
tion of the land and her own agony m 
the gloomiest colours. Since the ai iival 
of the royal oiders, she said, things 
had gone from bad to worse. The 
King had been ill advised. It was use- 
less to tell the people that the Inquisi- 
tiou had always ei^isted in the pro- 
vinces. They mamtaincd that it ^va8 
a novelty; that the institution was a 
more rigorous one than the Spanish 
Inquisition, which, said Maigaret, ''was 
most odious, as the King knew.”* It 
was uttoily impossible to carry the 
edicts into execution K^aily all the 
govcinors of pioviiiccs had told her 
l>liunly that they would not help to 
buiTi fifty or bixlv thoutaiid Ncthcr- 
landcis"^ Thus bitterly did Maigaret 
of Parma bewail the royal deciee; not 
that she had any sympathy fur the 
victims, but becaubo she felt the in- 
creasing danger to the executioner. 
One of tu 0 things it was now necea- 
saiy to decide upon, — concession or 
aimed compulsion. Meantime, while 
Philip was slowly and secretly making 
his levies, his sister, os well as his 
people, was on the rack. Of all the 
Bcjgmors, not one was placed in so 


painful a position as Egmont. Hie 
mihtary reputation and his popular^ 
made him too important a persons^ 
to be slighted, yet he was deeply moiv 
tided at the lamentable mistake which 
he had committed He now averred 
that he vjoiUd never take arms against 
the King, but that he would go where 
should never see him more.^ 

Such was the condition of the noblei^ 
gi eater and less. Tliat of the people 
could not well be worse. Famine 
reigned in the land.^ Emigration, 
caused not by over-population, but 
persecution, was fast weakening the 
coimtry. It was no wonder that not 
only f oieign merchants should be scared 
fi om the gi eat commercial cities by the 
approaching disorders, but that every 
mdustrioiiB artisan who could find the 
I means of escape should seek refuge 
among sbi angers, wherever an asylum 
could be found. That asylum was 
adbided by Protestant England, who 
I received these mtelligeut and unfor- 
' tuuato wanderers with cordiahty, and 
learned with eagerness the lessons in 
mcclionical skill which they had to 
teach. Already there wore thirty 
thousand emigrant Netherlonders es- 
tablished in Sandwich, Korwicb, and 
other places, assigned to them by Ehza- 
beth ® It had always, however, been 
made a condition of Che hberty granted 
to these foioigncrs for practising their 
i liandiwoik, that each house should em- 
ploy at«least one English apprentice.^ 
*' Thus,” said a Walloon historian, 
splenctically, '' by this regulation, and 
by means of bca\y duties on forei^ 
manufactures, have the En glish hmlt 
up their own fabrics and prohibited 
those of the Netherlands. Thus have 
, they drawn over to their own countiy 
our skilful artisans to practise their in- 
I dustry, not at home but abroad, and 
' our poor people are losing the meiins 
I of earning their h\ ehhood. Thus has 
cloth-nial^g, silk-making, and the art 
of dyeing declmed in this country, and 
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vould have lieen quite extiuguisiied | 
0^ by our wise countervailmg edicts.**^ 
•ija writer, wlio derived most of Ids 1 
materials and his wisdom from the j 
papers of Cuuucillor d*AsaoxdeviUe, 
could hardly doubt that the persecu- 
tion to which these industrious arti- 
sans, whose suiieriiigs he affected to 
deplore, had beeu subjected, must have 
had Bomethmg to do with their expa- 
triation; but ho preferred to ascribe 
it wholly to the proteetive system 
adopted by England In this he fol- 
lowed the opinion of Ida preceptor. 
" For a long time,” Kiid Assonlevillo, 
“ the Netherlands have been the Indies 
to England; and as lung as she has 
tliem, she needs no other. The French 
try to siiprise our forti eases and cities 
the English make war upon our wealth 
and upon the purses of the people ” ^ 
Whatever the cause, however, the cur- 
rent of trade was already turned. Tlie 
cloth-making of England was already 
gaining preponderance over that of the 
provmoes. Vessels uow nunt eicry 
woekfiom Sandwiolito Ant\veip,ladiu 
with silk, satm, and cloth, luanuf.ic- 
tured in ISngland, while .as many, but 
a few years bofoie, had borne the 
Flemish fabnos of the same nature 
fiom Aiitivcip to England.'* 

It might be supposed by disinte- 
rested judges that porseoution was at 
tlie bottom of this change in oommei ce. 
The Prince of Orange estimated that 
up to this ponod fifty thousand^ersons 
in the provinces hod been put to death 
in obe^ence to the edicts.* He was a 
moderate man, and accustomed to 
weigh his words As a new impulse 
had been given to the system of 
butchery — as it was now sufficiently 
plain that " if the father had chastised 
his people with a scourge, the son held 
a whip of scorpions ” ^ — as tbs edicts 
were to he enforced with renewed 
vigour — it was natural that commerce 
and manufactures should make their 
escape out of a doomed land as soon 
ss possible, whatever system of tariffs 
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might he adopted by neighbouriug na 
tions. 

A new stop had been resolved upon 
early in tlio month of March by iiw 
confederates. A petition* or “ Ko- 
quest,” was drawn up, which was to 
be pi osented to the Duchess Ibigeiil m 
a formal manner by a huge miinbi,r 
of gentl^en belonging to the le.agiie. 
This movement was sO gmve, and lAe- 
ly to bo followed by ouch foiinnUUe 
results, that it secuicil ahsolutdy I'l- 
cessary fur Oiaiigc and his fiicin'i to 
take some previous cogui-,.iuoe et it 
befuro it was finally an.uigeJ. Tin, 
Piiuco had no power, ina w.ia tlice 
any icason why ho should have the k 
clination, to jiroicut the iiica^me, bm 
ha felt it his duty to do w hat he coiil 
to control the vehemp'ico of tiis i .o' 
who were moving so r.ishly 
and to take fioin thoir m. mio-to, 
much as possible, the chi'iacter el 
menace. 

For this end, a meeting, ost'-ji ill 
tor soc'.'d puipo^cs and “ good thuoi 
was held, m tho middle of Mai eh, , 
Bieda, aud aftoiwaids ndjuuiiied 1 
Iloogstraaton To those coufeiuiici 
Oiange inaited Egmoiit, Horn, lluu 
btraateii, Beighen, Megheui, Mimtign 
and other great nobles. Biedeiod 
Tholoase, Boxtel, and other membo 
of the league, were also present." 'i ' 
object of %e Prince in thus assoinblu 
his own immediate associates, gui.' 
nors of provinces, and knights of tl 
Fleece, os well as some of the le.ubn 
members of the league, was tuufulr 
It had long been his opinion that 
temperate and loyal movement w. 
still possible, by which the iiiijieudii 
convulsiouB might be aveiteJ Tl 
hue of policy which he had maikc 
out required the a.saent of the m,i 
nates of the land, and looked towaii 
the convocation of the states-geneia 
It was natural that he should indulj 
in the hope of being seconded by tl 
men who were in the same pohtic 
and social sta tion with himself. A1 

• Green v Vimst , Arehlven etc., ib” 3 
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although Catholics, hated the Inquisi- 
tion, As VighuB pathetically exckim- 
ed, “Saint Paul himself <would have 
been unaMe to persuade these men 
that guocV fruit was to be gathered 
from the Inquisition in the cause of 
religion.”^ Samt Paul could hardly 
be expected to reappear on earth for 
such a purpose. Meantime, ^hc argu- 
ments of the learned President had 
proved powerless, either to convince 
the nobles that the institution was 
laudable, or to obtam from the Duchess 
a postponement in the publication of 
the late decrees. The Prmce of Orange, 
however, was not able to bring his 
usual associates to his w.ay of thi^ng. 
The violent purposes of the leagueis 
excited the ivrath of the more loyal 
nobles. Their intentions were so dan- 
geioua, even in the estimation of the 
Prince himsi if, that he felt it his duty 
to lay the whole subject before the 
Duchess, although he was not opposed 
to the presentation of a modest and 
moderate Heqiiest.” Meghem was ex- 
cessively Indignant at the plan of tho 
confederates, which he pronounced an 
insult to tlie government, a ticason- 
able attempt to ovoiawe the Duchess, 
by a "fewivretched vambonda Ho 
swore that “ he would break every one 
of their heads, if the King would fur- 
nish him with a coujile of bundled 
thous.and florins."^ Orasge quietly 
rebuked this truculent language, by 
assuiing him both tiiat sucli a pio- 
cooS would be more dibicult than he 
thought, and that he would also Imd 
many men of groat respeotabihty 
among the vagabonds. 

The meeting separated at Hoog- 
straaten without any useful result, but 
it was now incumbent upon the Pnnoe, 
in his own judgment, to watch, and in 
a measure to supermtend, the pro- 
ceedings of the confederates. By his 
care the contemplated Bequest was 
much altered, and especially made 
more gentle in its tone. Meghem 
separated hims elf thenceforth entirely 
from Orange, and ranged himself ex- 
1 Vigl. Jill list, od Uoijperuiu, 3t0. 
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dusively upon the side of government, 
K^ont vacillated, as usum, satUfy/W 
neither the Prince nor the Duchess.^ 

Margaret of Parma was seated in 
her council-chamber veiy soon aftar 
these occurrences, attended both by 
Orange and Egmont, when the Count 
of Meghem entered the apartment. 
With much precipitation, he begged 
that all matters then before the board 
might be postponed, in order that he 
might make an impoi-tant announce- 
ment He then stated that he had 
received information from a gentle- 
man on whose woid he could roly — a 
very affectionate servant of the King, 
hut whoso name he h.ad promised not 
to reveal — that a voiy extensive con- 
spiracy of heretics and sectaries had 
been formed, both w ithin and without 
the Nothei lands; that they had aheacly 
a force of thii-ty-iive thous.aiid men, 
foot and hoioc, io.atly tor action; that 
they ueio about to make a sudden in- 
vasion, and to plunder tho whole coun 
tiy, unless they immediately received 
a foimal concession of enthe liberty 
of conscience; and that, witlim six or 
seven days, fifteen hundred meu-at- 
aims would make their appearance be- 
foie her HigIino.sB.' These ridiculous 
cxaggemtions of tho truth were con- 
filmed by Egmont, wbo said that be 
had locoivcd smul.ir information from 
persons uhose names he was not at 
libcity to mention, but from whose 
statcmeiits ho ooiUd announce that 
some gi eat tuuiult might bo expected 
every day. He added that theie were 
among the confederates many who 
wished to change their sovereign, and 
that the chief tarns and captains of the 
conspiracy were all appomted.f The 
same nobleman also laid before the 
council a copy of the Compromise,* 
the terms of avhicli famous tk ciiment 
scarcely justified tlie cxtmi .agent lan- 
guage with which it bad been herald- 
ed Tho Duchess was astounded at 
theso communicatiuus. She had al- 
ic.idy received, hut probably not yet 
lead, a lett e r from the Prmce of Otang a 
peus, bupplemout, ii«293, sqq. HooA], iT 
71. 7i 
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upon tne Bul^ect, In which a moderate 
jdain etatement of the actual facts 
laid down, which was now reite- 
rated by the same personage by word 
of mouth.^ An agitated and incon- 
clusive debate followed, in which, how- 
ever, it sufficiently appeared, as the 
Duchess informed her brother, that 
one of two things must be done without 
further delay. The time had arrived 
for the government to take up arms 
or to make concessions. 

In one of the informal meetings of 
councillors, now held almost daily, on 
the subject of the impending Bequest, 
Aremberg, Meghem, and Berlaymon^ 
maintained that the door should be 
shut in the face of the petitioners 
. without taking any further notice of 
the petition. Berlaymont suggested, 
also, that if this course were not found 
advisable, the next best thing would 
be to allow the confederates to enter 
the palace with their Bequest, and 
then to cut them to pieces to the very 
last man, by means of troops to be 
immediately otdeied from the fron- 
tiers.* Such sanguinaiy projects were 
indignantly rebvuied by Oiange. He 
maintained that the confederates were 
entitled to be treated with respect 
Many of them, ho said, were his 
friends — some of them his relations — 
and there was no reason for refusmg, 
to gentlemen of their rank, a right 
which belonged to the poorest ple- 
beian in the land. Egmont siAtained 
these views of the Fnnce as earnestly 
os he had on a previous occasion a|>- 
peared to countenance the more vio- 
lent counsels of Meghem.’ 

Meantime, os it was obvious that 
the demonstration on the part of the 
confederacy was soon about to be made, 
the Duchess convened a grand assem- 
bly of notables, in which not only all 
the state and privy councillors, but ^ 
the governors and knights of the Fleece 
were to take part On the 28th of 
Maich,’ this assembly was held, at 


which the whole subject of the Be- 
quest, together with the proposed 
modihcation of the edicts and aboli- 
tion of the Inquisition, was discussed. 
The Duthess also request^^ the ad- 
vice of the meeting, whether it would 
not be best for her to retire to some 
other city, like Mens, which she had 
selected Pfi her stronghold in case of 
extremity. The decision was, tliat it 
would be a high-handed proceeding to 
refuse the right of petition to a body 
of gentlemen, many of them related to 
the gieatest nobles in the land, but it 
was resolved that they should be lo- 
quired to make their appearance with- 
out arms. As to the contemplated 
flight of the Duchess, it was uigod, 
with much reason, that such a step 
would cast disgiooe upon the govern- 
ment, and that it would be a sufficient- 
ly precautionary measure to strengthen 
the guards at the city gates — not to 
prevent the entrance of the petition- 
ers, but to see that they wore unac- 
companied by an armed force. 

It hod been decided that Count 
Brederode should present the petition 
to the Duchess at the heiul of a depu 
tdtion of about three bundled gentle- 
men. The character of the nobloiiian 
thus placed foremost on such an im- 
portant occ.'islon has been sufficiently 
made manifest. He had no qualities 
whatever ^hut biith and audacity to 
recommend him as a leader for a poli- 
tical party. It was to bo seen that 
other attributes weie necessary to 
make a man useful in such a position, 
and the Count’s deficiencies soon be- 
came lamentably conspicuous. Ho 
was the lineal descendant .ind repic- 
sentative of the old Sovereign Coimts 
of Holland. Five hundred years be- 
fore his birth, hia ancestor Sikko, 
younger brother of Dirk the Third, 
had died, leaving two sons, one of 
whom was the first Baron of Biede- 
roJe * A descent of five centuries in 
unbroken male succession from the 
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ori^ol sovereigna of Holland, gave and martial in lus bearing, with hand- 
him a better genealogical claim to the some features and fair curling lo^ 
provinces than any which Philip of upon his shoulders, seemed an app, >j' 
Spain couM assert through the usurp- priate chieftian for that band of Bata- 
ing ho\iae'*of Burgundy In the ap- vian obivalry.® The procession was’ 
preaching tumults he hoped for an greeted with frequent demonstratioiis 
opportunity of again asserting the of applause as it w heeled slowly 
ancient honours of his name. He was through the city till it reached the 
a sworn foe to Spaniard!^ and to mansion of Orange Kassau. Here 
"water of the fountain.”^ But a Biedcrode and Count Louis alighted, 
short time previously to this epoch he w hile the rest of the company dis- 
bad written to Louis of Nassau, then persed to different quarters of the 
lying ill of a fever, in order giavely town. 

to remonstrate with him on the iieces- " They thought that I should not 
sity of substituting wine for water on come to Bruss^," said Brederode, aa 
all occasions,’’ and it will be seen in he dismounted. "Very well, here 1 
the sequel that the wine-cup was the am ; and perhaps I shall depart in a 
great instinment on which he relied different manner.” ' In the course of 
for effecting the deliverance of the the nent day. Counts Culemburg and 
country. Although “ neither bache- Van den Beig entered the city with 
lor nor chancellor," ■’ as he e.vpiessed one hundred other cavaliers, 
it, he was supposed to be endowed On the morning of the 5th of April, 
with ready eloquence and mother the confederates were assembled at 
wit.* Even these gifts, however, if the Gtilembuig mansion, which stood 
he possessed them, were often found on the square called the Sablon,* 
wanting on important emergenciea within a few minutes’ walk of the 
Of his courage there was no question, palace. A straight handsome street 
but he was not destined to the death led from the house along the summit 
either of a warrior or a mart} r. of the hill, to the splendid residence 
Headlong, noisy, debauched, but of the ancient Dukes of Brabanl^ then 
brave, kmd-bearM, and generous, he the abode of Duebess Maigaret At 
was a fitting representative of his an- a little before noon, the gentlemon 
cestora, the hard-fighting, haid-diink- came forth, marching on foot, two by 
ing, crusading, fice-booting sovereigns two, to the number of three bundiecb 
of Iloll.-md and Frieslaucj, ^d would Nearly all were young, many of them 
himself have been more at borne and boie the most ancient liistoiical names 
more useful in the eleventh oontuiy of thiAr country, eveiy one was ar- 
than in the sixteenth. rayed m magiiiiicciit cobtume.” It 

It was about six o’clock lu the even- was regaidcd as ominous that the man 
ing, on the third day of April (1506), who led the procession, Philip do 
that the long-expect^ cavalcade at last BaiUeul, was lame. The hue was 
entered Brussels.” An immense con- closed by Biederode and Count Loui^ 
course of citizens of all ranks thronged who came last, w alking aim in arm. 
around the noble confederates as soon An immense crowd was collected in 
08 they made their appearance. They the square in front of the palace, to 
were about two hundred m number, welcome the men who were looked 
all on horaeback, with pistols in thoir upon as the deUverers of the land 
holsters, and Brederode, tall, athletic, from Spanish tyranny, fiom the cor- 
1 Oroen v. Frmst , Archives, et^,~i 397.~ — — out'crt saegt cn klock ter waponen,” 

s Ibid. t Ibid , u 95 clc . etc — Bur, lu IGsb. 

* "Ingenti verborum foctorumque auda- ^ " Eh bicn, j’y suis, et j’en sortirai d'une 
ciA” — ^Vander Haer, 308. autro moiuere, pout-etre " — Correspondanca 

t Bor, 11^ 68 Foppena Bupplemeut, u do ii^ilippo II , li 405-400 
83T. Correspondonee de Fbihppa II., i. 408- ‘ Tbs site of the Uulembuig mansion was 

408 . afterwards occupied 4)y the church of the 

is geweest eon man van lange sta- *' Cai-mos dcBcbauss6a" upon the niius of 
lUre^^kBagtig van oengesicht, met bloudgc- which a " maiaon de detention" has risen. 
kruUhiiar, welgcmackt^au^]fcnvanlcdcn * Fontus Fayen, ii., US. 
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diuaUsta, and from the Inquisition, 
'were Teceived with desfoning 
and cla^ipings ol hands by the 
Ss^bledpopul^e. As they entered 
the oouncil-cliauiber, passing through 
the great hall, where ten years before 
the Emperor had given away his 
crowns, they found the Emperor’s I 
daughter seated in the chair of state, 
and surrounded by the highest j 
Bonages of the country. The emotion { 
of the Duchess was evident, as the 
procession somewhat abruptly made 
its appearance; nor was her agitation 
dinunmhed as she observed among the 
petitioners m.any relatives and re- 
tainers of the Orange and Egmout 
houses, and saw fiiendly glances of 
recognition exeb.anged between them 
and their chiefa^ 

As soon as all hod entered the 
senate-room, Brederode advanced, made 
a low obeisance, and spoke a brief 
speech.’ He said that ha had come 
^ther with his colleagues to pi-eseut 
an humble petition to her Highness. 
He alluded to the reports which had 
been rife, that they had contemplated 
tumult, sediiion, foreign conspiracies, 
and, what was more ahoniinahle than 
all, a change of aovoreign. He de- 
nounced such statements as calumnies, 
begged the Duchess to name the men 
who had thus aspersed an honourable 
and loyal company, and called upon 
her to inflict exemplary punishment 
upon tho slanderers. with* these 
prefatory remarks he presented the 
petition. The famous document was 
then read aloud.^ Its tone was suifl- 
eiently loysl, particularly in the 
preamble, which was filled with pro- 
testations of devotion to both King 
md Duchess. After this conventional 
introduction, however, tho petitioners 
proceeded to state, very plainly, that 
the recent resolutions of his Majesty, 
Viith regard to the edicts and the ^ 
quisition, were likely to produce a 
general rebelhon. They had hoped. 


tlicy said, that a movement would be 
made by the seigniors or by the 
estates, to remedy the evil by stnldiig 
at its cause, but they had waited in 
vain. The danger, on the other band, 
was augmenting every day, uiiivci^al 
sedition was at the gate, and they had 
therefore felt obliged to delay no 
longer, but come foi-ward the first and 
do their duty. They professed to do 
this with more freedom, because ilie 
dimger touched them vci'y neail^ 
They were the most exposed to the 
calamities which usually spring finni 
dsTl commotion, for tUoir houses and 
lauds, situate in the open fields, u 1 1 o 
exposed to the pillage of all the woild 
Moreover there was not one of thoiii, 
whatever his condition, wiio svas n t 
liable at any moment to be exeemed 
under the ^icts, at the false com 
plaint of the first man who wanted to 
obtain his estate, aii l svbo chose to d"- 
nounce him to the inquisitor, at 
whose mercy were the lives and pi o- 
petty of all. They therefore begged 
the Duchess Regent to despatch an 
envoy on their behalf, who should 
humbiy impIorehisJUajesty to aboliili 
the edicts. In the meantime they lu- 
quested her Highness to order a 
general surcease of the Inquisition, 
and of al' executions, until the King’s 
further pleasure was made knouii. imd 
until new ^rdimances, made by his 
Majesty vKlh advice and consent of 
the states-geneiul duly asseinblod, 
should be established. The petition 
termmated as it had commenced, with 
expressions of extreme respect and 
devoted loyalty. 

The agitation of Duchess Marg.irot 
increased very perceptibly during the 
reading of the paper. When it was 
finished, she remained for a few 
minutes quite silent, with tears rolling 
down her cheeks.* As soon os sho 
could overcome her excitement, she 
uttered a few words to the effect that 
she would advise with her councillors 


’ According to 7iglliis. he read the snecch ; 
'ox senpto pauca pnctitus "—Bp ad Bop 
per, -vU. ssa. 

•It has boon oftoif pnnted, vide e. g, 
^ Oroen v. Pnmt.. Arohivea, «. eO-SS. Pop 


' Pontus Paycn, jL, MS 
< Madame la Uuchesao so troihva do pnn^o 
face fotttroubl£o — — domeura bonne e9[>nce 
temps sails dire mot, ne poavant coutenm 
les larmei quo I’on 'voioit ecynUor de 
tesmmgoage certain de la tristo8«ie>^^n'* 
duxoit son espnf --Poatus Pa^^ MH. 
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and give tlie pctitionerB such answer 
as should he found suitable. The 
confederates then passed out from the 
council-chamber into the grand hall ; 
each indi'«dual, as he took his de- 
parture, advancmgtowai-ds the Duchess 
and mating what was called the “ ca- 
racole,” in token of reverence. There 
was thus ample time to coutemphite 
the whole company, and to count the 
numbers of the deputation.^ 

After this ceremony had been con- 
cluded, there was much earnest de- 
bate in the council. The Pimce of 
Orange addressed a few words to the 
Duchess, with the view of calming her 
inilation. lie observed lh.it the con- 
federates were no seditions rebels, but 
loyal geiitlomen, well-1 icin, well-oon- 
iicctcd, and of houoiii.iblu character. 
They boon influenced, ho eaid, by 
e'l honest desire to aive their counliy 
from iuipondiug danger — ^not by avarice 
or ambition. Egmont shrugged his 
shoulders,* and observed that it was 
necessary for him to leave the court 
for a Bc.iBon, in order to make a visit 
to the basils of Aix, for an inflamma- 
tion which ho had in the log.* It was 
then that Borlaymont, according to 
the account nhich has boon sanc- 
tioned hy nearly every oontemnorary 
writer, wliotlior Catholic or Protestant, 
uttered the gilio nliioli Mas dosmiod 
to hocomo iiiiinoital, and to give a 
popnl.ir name to the cofifedeiaey. 
*• ■\Vli.at, liladiam I ” ho is reported to 
li.ave ciied in ,a p.apsien, “is it possiblo 
that your liigliiiess can entertain fears 
of those bcggaio* (giieux). Is it not 

1 .*‘Tounioi alls ct fnisaiis la caracole dovant 
la dite D.amc ” etc — ruiitiis Fuj on, M3 
a " En bauseant Ics dpaulcs U ritabonno," 
etc — Fontus Fayoli MS. 

s Ibid — Compaie Foppons, Suppldmont, 
II .11.1, and i. 68 

* “ fjo 3 do Berlaymnnt pronon9a par 

ar.indo coluio Ics parollcs rnfmorablos que 
liicnt cbaiigcr de nora aiix gcntilshommos 

confeddica Efc comment, Madame, votra 

Altczo at ello craiiito do cos (oioux? Far 

lo Uicu vivant, qui croirait men conscil lour 
Bequeste scroit appostilldc d belles bas- 
tonnades, et Ics fciions dcscondro Ics degrds 
do la cour^plus vjstcmcnt qii'ils Ics ont 
montds ’’—Fontus Fayon, u , IIS. 
s Fontus Fayen, ii , MS 
s “ AUerent f,ii« la piaffo par la villa — 
en diverses baiides,” etc.— Fontus 
i’byon^., MA 


obvious what manner of men they 
arei They have not had wisdom 
enough to manage their own estaife, 
and are they now to teach the King 
and your Highness how to govern the 
comitry* By the living God, if my 
advice were taken, their petition 
should have a cudgel for a commen- 
tary, and we would make them go 
down the steps of the palace a gireat 
<l.'.al f.istcr than they mounted 
them.”* 

The Count of Heghem was equally 
violent in his language. Aremherg 
was for ordeiing “tlieir reverenced, the 
confederates,” to quit Brussels with- 
out del.ay “ The conversation, carried 
on in so violent a key, might not im- 
natnrally have been heard by such of 
the gentiemen as had not yet left the 
grand hall adjoining the coinicil- 
clminher. The meeting of the council 
was then adjourned for an hour or two, 
to nfeet again in the aftei-noon, for 
the purpose of deciding deliberately 
upon the answer to he given to the 
Ilcqnest. Meanwhile, many of the 
confederates were swaggering about 
the streets, talking very bravely of the 
Bcene which had just oeourred, and it 
IS probable, boasting not a little of 
the effect which their demonstration 
would produce.* As they passed bj 
the house of Berlaymont, that noble 
man, standing at ills window in com 
IKUiy Tvith Count Arembei'g, is aaid ti 
have Tspeated his jest. “ There g( 
our fine beggars again,” said he 
“ Look, I pivay you, with what hravodi 
they are passing before us I " ^ 

I “Voilk nosbaaux gueux,” dict-il, ’’Be 
gardes, jo vous prie, aveo quelle bravade ill 

S assent devaut nous.” — Fontus Fayen, u. 
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Kotwitbstandlng tb'e sceptadsm of M 
flacbard (Bote sur Z’onglne du nom do 
Guoux; t. xill dcsBulletlusdelaCcm Boy 
d’Histoirol, lb is probable that tho Seigneur 
do Beilaymnnb -nrlll retain the reputation of 
origiiiating tbo famous name of tbo *’bog^ 
g.irs ” M Gacbai-d cites Wesenibook, Bor, 

Lo Fecit, Mctuien, among contemporaries^ 
and Straita and Vander Vynckt among latfflr 
writers, as bavin- amctioncd tho ajiecdoto 
in wbicb the taunt of Borlaymont la re- 
corded. Tlie learned and acute oritio is 
disposed to question lAe acourocy of tbo re- 
port, both upon 0 priori gieuuda, and ho - 
cause there la no mention made-tnllha -.1 
euoumstance either in ^ offlobd I 
il 
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The CuchesB replied by word of 
mouth to the eecond addrees thus 
made to her by the confederates, that 
she could not go b^ond the Apostille, 
which Bhe«had put on record. She 
had already caused letters for the in- 
quisitors and magistrates to be drawn 
up. The minutes for those instruc- 
tions should be laid before the con- 
federates by Count Hoogstralten and 
Secretaiy Berty. As for the printing 
of their petition, she was willing to 
grant their demand, and would give 
orders to that effect.^ 

The gentlemen haring received this 
answer, retired mto the great hall. 
After a few minutes’ consultation, 
however, they returned to the council- 
chamber, where the Seigneur d’Ea- 
querdcs, one of their number, ad- 
dressed a few pai-ting woids, m the 
name of his associates, to the Begent; 
concluding with a request that she 
would declare the confederates to have 
done no act, and made no demonstnv- 
tiuu, mconeistent with their duty aud 
with a perfect respect for his Hajosty. 

To tlus demand the Duchess an- 
swered somewhat drily that she could 
not be judge in such a causa. Tune 
and their future deeds, she observed, 
could only bear witness as to their 
purposes. As for declarations flora 
her, they must be satisfied with the 
Apostille w liich they had already le- 
ceived ’ 

With this response, soiuewliat ninie 
hut than agreeable, the nobles weie 
obliged to content themselves, and 
they accordingly took their leave. 

It must be confessed that they had 
been disposed to slide rather cavalierly 
over a good deal of ground toward 
the great object which thoy had m 
view, Certaanly the peliCio principit 

1 Foppena, Bupplement, li. SSS, 336. bor, 
il. CO, 63. 

a Bor, noofd, Strada, ubi sup 

a Shads, v. 186-188 Hoofd, iL 77 . Ben- 
tivoglio, il 32 Vandcr Vynckt, i 205 - 267 . 

The numuaenpt entitled, ** FiOcea coneer- 
nniit lea troubles des Fays-Baa,” belongmg 
to the GeiardsCollection in the Arohivca of 
the Hague, and ascribed to Weyenburg, gives 
a sunlit account, ilunishing, although Bcr- 
l avmijnt 'B name is not actuality mentioned, 
v'sHTScImt^iial eontomporaiy autUoiity to the 


was a main feature of their logic. 
They hod, in their second address, m- 
pressed perfect confidence os to two 
very considerable concessions. The 
Duchess was practically to stipend 
the Inquisition, although she had de- 
clared herself without authonty for 
that purpose. The King, who clamed, 
de jure and de facto, the whole legis- 
lative power, was thenceforth to make 
laws on rehgions matters by and with 
the consent of the states - general. 
Certainly, these ends were very laud- 
able, and if a civil and rebgious revo - ' 
lution could have been efieoted by a 
few geutlemen going to court iu fine 
clothes to present a petition, and by 
sitting down to a tremendous banquet 
afterwards, Brederode and his associ- 
ates wore the men to accomplish the 
task Unfortunately, a sea of blood 
and long years of couilict lay between 
the nation and the promised land, 
which for a moment seemed so nearly 
within re.ach. 

Meantime the next important st^ 
in Biederode’s eyes was a dinner. ^ 
accordingly invited the confederates 
to a magmiicont repast which he had 
ordered to be prepaied in the Culem- 
burg mansion. Three hundred guests 
sat down, upon the 8th of April, to 
this luxuiiouB banquet, which was 
destined to become historical.^ 

The boaid glittered with silver and 
gold The wine ciicuJatcd with more 
than its/ibual rapicUty among the baud 
of noble Biicchaiials, who were never 
wcaiy of dunking the healths of Bre- 
derude, of Orange, and Dgmont, It was 
thought that the occasion imperiously 
demanded on extraordmary carouse, 
and the political events of the past 
three days lent an additional excite- 
ment to the wine. There was an 

occiiracy of tho commouly>roceivcd narra- 
tive. " Lo do Bredorode Ht uii fostm 
magmfique, so ti'ou\oi'Cut 300 ^utile- 
bommea, icsquels eofirentan^c/^fr^ueula;, ne 
sg ly VuQcsaioii poarquoy, nuicromeut qu’uul* 
cuns discut quo le soui'ce ut oii;?me cn eoroit 
qu^on prcBcntant leur xcq, un eheoalier d€ 
ron{>'«d(V,pnnpij>au/a;ducouseildd son alteze 
eustaduo, 'Madamo,ziocraigne 2 ncnsefiont 
Guculx ct gena de peli^pouvoir, ct de 
los dits gentilshommos de la ligue e'eutra 
appc^eix^nt ordmauemoufc les guoulx-***-" 
Comparo Btrado, Hoofd, ubi. sap 

a 
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eaniefit difloattdoiL aa to an appropriate 
qyne to be given to their confederacy. 
Sibuld they ctdl themselves the So- 
ciety of Concord,*' the restorers of lost 
liberty, or by what other attractive 
iitle^oiildtheleague be baptized! Bre- 
derode was, however, already prepared 
to settle the question. He Imew the 
value of a popular and original name; 
he possessed the instinct by which 
adroit partisans in every age have been 
accustomed to convert the reproachful 
epithets of their opponents into watch- 
words of honour, and he had already 
Tnadfl his preparations for a startlmg 
theatrical effect. Suddenly, amid the 
din of voices, he arose, ivith all his 
rhetorical powers at command. He 
recounted to the company the obser- 
vations which the Seigneur de Berlay- 
mont was reported to have made to 
the Duchess, upon the presentation of 
the request, andtho name which he 
had thought fit to apply to them col- 
lectively.^ Most of the gentlemen 
then heard the memorable barcasm for 
the first time. Great was the mdig- 
nation of all, that the state-councillor 
should have dared to stigmatise as 
fae^ars a band of gentlemen with the 
best blood of the hind in their veins 
Brederode, on the contrary, smoothing 
their anger, assured them with good 
humour that nothing could he more 
fortunate. “They call us beggars!*’ 
said he; “let us accept the name. 
We will contend with the Inquisition, 
but remam loyal to the Kmg, even 
till comjpelled to wear the ^^ar’s 
sack.’* 

He then beckoned to one of his 
pages, who brought him a leathern 
wallet, such as was worn at that day 
by professional mendicants, together 
>rith a large wooden bowl, which also 
formed paii; of their regular appurte- 
nances. Brederode immediately hung 
the wallet around his neck, filled the 
bowl with wine, lifted it with both 
bands, and drained it at a draught. 
" Lo^ live the beggars ! ** he cried, os 
he wiped his beard and set the bowl 


down. “ Vivent Its guedx* Then 
for the first time, from tiie Ups of those 
reckless nobles rose the famous cty, 
which was ‘so often to ring over lead 
and sea, amid blazing citie^ on blood- 
stained decks, through the smoke and 
carnage of many a sinckeu field. The 
humour of Brederode was hailed with 
deafening shouts of applause. The 
Coimt then threw the w'allet around 
the neck of his nearest neighbour and 
handed him the wooden bowl. 'Rn^ h 
guest in tom, donned the mendicant’s 
knapsack. Pushmg aside his golden 
goblet, each filled the beggar’s bowl to 
the brim, and drained it to the beg- 
gars' health. Hoars of laughter and 
shouts of “ Vivent let gmulx** shook the 
walls of the stately mansion, they 
were doomed never to shake again. 
The shibboleth was invented. The 
conjuration which they had been 
anmously seeking was found. Their 
enemies had provided them w'ith a 
spell, which vras to prove, in afioi- 
days, potent enough to start a spiiii 
from palace or hovel, forest or wave, 
as the deeds of the “wild bcggai»/’ 
the “ wood beggars, ’* and the “beggaia 
of the sea,'' taught Philip at last to un- 
derstand the nation which he hod diiven 
to madness. 

^^llen the wallet and bowl had made 
the circuit of the table, they 
suspended to a pillar in the hall. 
Each ofu&e company in svicceiaion 
then threw some salt mto his goblet, 
and, facing himself under these sym- 
bols of the brotherhood, repeated a 
jingling distich, produced improniptu 
for the occasion. 

** By tills salt, by tills bread, by tbis wallet 

still, 

These beggars cliaoge not, &ot who will 

This ridiculous ceremony completed 
tile rites by which the conrcderacy ic- 
ceived its name; but the banquet was 
by no means terminated. The u^iroar 
became furious. The younger aud 
more reridess nobles abandoned them- 
selves to reveliy, which would have 
shamed heathen Saturnalia. They ny 
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newed to each other, every moment, 
their vociferous oaths of fideliiy to the 
common cause, drained huge beakeis 
to the beggars' health, turned their 
cap and (foublets inside out, danced 
upon chairs and tables.^ Several ad- 
dressed each other as Lord Abbot, or 
Reverend Prior, of this or that religi- 
ous institution, thus indicr^g the 
means by which some of them hoped 
to mend their broken fortunes.^ 

While the tumult was at its height, 
the Prince of Orange with Counts 
Horn and Egmont entered the apart- 
ment, They had been dining quietly 
with Mansfeld, who was confined to 
his house with an infiamed eye,* and 
they were on their way to the council- 
chamber. where the sessions were now 
prolonged nightly to a late hour. 
Knowmgthat Hoogstraaten, somewhat 
against his wiU, h,^ been induced to 
be present at the banquet, they had 
come round by the way of Culemburg 
House, to induce him to retire.* They 
were also disposed, U possible, to 
abridge the festivities which their in- 
fluence would have been powerless to 
prevent. 

These great nobles, as soon as they 
made theirappsarance, were surrounded 
by a crew of "beggare," maddened 
and dripping with their recent bap- 
tism of ivine, who compelled them to 
drink a cup amid shoute of^“ Vivent le 
roi etles gueulx/" The meaning of this 
cry they, of course, could not under- 
stand, tor even these who had heai-d 
Rerlaymont's contemptuous remaiks, 
might not remember the exact term 
which he had used, and certainly could 
not be aware of the imporhmce to 
which it hod just been elevated. As 
for Horn, he disliked, and had long 
before quarrelled with, Brederode,* had 
prevented many persons from signing 
the Cdmpromise, and, although a guest 
at that time of Orange, was in the 
habit of retiring to bed before supper,* 
to avoid the company of many who 
frequented the house. Yet ms pre- 

1 Vander Bller, SIS. 

> Fontus ]^yen MS. 

• Froi^ da Comte de Homes — Foppens, 

L J nu • Ibid . 1. 160-182. 

Voni^ Haer, S15, S18. 
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sence for a few moments, with the best 
intentions, at the conclusion of 
famous banquet, was made one of the 
most deadly charges which were after- 
wards drawn up against him by the 
Crown. The three seigniors refused 
to be seated, and remamed but for a 
moment, “ the length of a Miserere,” 
taking with them Hoogstraaten as they 
retii ed They also prevailed upon the 
whole party to breiJr up at the same 
time, BO that their presence had served 
at least to put a conclufflon to the dis- 
graceful riot. When they arrived at 
the council-chamber they received the 
thanks of the Duchess for what they 
had done.* 

Such was the first movement made 
by the members of the Compromise. 
Was it strange that Orange should feel 
little affinity with such companions! 
Had he not reason to hesitate, if the 
sacred cause of civil and religious 
hberty could only be maintained by 
these defenders and with such assist- 
ance* 

The "beggars” did not content 
themselves with the name alone of the 
time-honoured fraternity of Mendi- 
cants in which they hod enrolled them- 
selves, Immediately after the Culem- 
buig banquet, a costume for the con- 
federacy was decided uxion. These 
young gentlemen, discarding gold lace 
and velvet, thought it expedient to 
array themselves m doublets and hose 
of asheif gray, with short cloaks of the 
same colour, all of the coarsest mate- 
rials. They appeared in this guise in 
the streets, with common felt hats on 
their heads, and beggars’ pouches and 
bowels at their sides. They caused 
also medals of lead and copper to be 
struck, bearing upon one side the head 
of Philip; upon the reverse, two hands 
clasped withha a wallet, with the motto^ 
“Faithful to the King, even to wear- 
ing the beggar's sack ” “ These badges 
they wore around their necks, or as 
buttons to their hats. As a further 
distmetion they shaved their beards 
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doBo^ excepting tiieir mouatadiloa, 
Vi^idiweTe left long and pendant in 
tbe Turkiah faaliion,^ that custom, 
08 it seemed, being an additional cha- 
raoteiistio of Mendicants. 

Yery soon after these events the 
nobles of the league dispersed from 
the capital to their various homes. 
Brederode rode out of Brussels at the 
head of a band of cavaliers, who saluted 
the concourse of applauding spectators 
withadischarge of their pistols. Forty- 
three gentlemen accompanied him to 
Antwerp, wheie he halted for a mght.^ 
The Duchess had already sent notice 
to the magistrates of that city of his 
intended visit, and warned them to 
have an eye upon his proceedings. 
" The great beggar," ^ as Hoogstraaten 
called him, conducted himself, how- 
ever, with as much propriety as could 
be expected. Four or fire thousand of 
the inluibitantsthrongedabout the hotel 
where he had token up his i^uartcrs. 
He appeared at a window with his 
wooden bowl, filled with wine, in his 
lianda, and his wallet at his side. He 
assured the multitude that he was 
reedy to die to defend the good people 
of Antw'erp and of all the Hethei lands 
against the edicts and the Inquisition. 
Meantime he drank their healths, and 
‘ begged all who accepted the pledge to 
hold up their hands. The populace, 
highly amused, held up and clapped 
their handsas honestBrederode drained 
his bowl, and were soon aftenvards 
persuaded to retue in great good 
humour.* 


These proceedings were all chronicled 
and transmitted to Madrid. It was 
also both pubhely reported and secretly 
registered, that Brederode hod eaten 


capons and other meat at Antwerp, 
upon Good Friday, wMiii happened to 
be the day of his visit to that city. He 
demed the charge, however, with ludi- 
crous vehemence. “They who have 
told Madame that we ate meat m Ant- 
werp,” he wrote to Count Louis, “ have 

* " Laissaus en dcssouts lea nannos 
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lied wickedly and miserably, twenty- 
four feet down in their throats.”* He 
added that his nephew, Charles Mans- 
feld, who, notwithstanding the indig. 
nont prohibition of bis fiitber, had 
assisted at the presentation of the 
Bequest, and was then in his uncle's 
company at Antwerp, had ordeied a 
capon, W|^ch Brederode hod counter- 
manded. “ They told me aftenvards,” 
said he, “ that my nephew had broiled 
a sausage in his chamber. I suppose 
that he thought himself in Spam, 
where they sdlow themselves such 
dainties.”* 

Let it not be thought that these 
trifies are beneath 'the dignity of his- 
tory. - Mattel s like those ^ed the 
whole soul of Philip, swelled the bills 
of indictment for thousands of higher 
and better men than Brederode, and 
furnished occupation as well for secret 
correspondents and spies as for the 
most dignified functionaiieB of govcin- 
ment. Capons or sausages on Good 
Friday, the Pi>alms of Clement Maiot, 
the Sermon on the Mount m the vei- 
nacular, led to the rack, the gibbet and 
the stake, but ushered in n war ngam-it 
the Inquisition which was to list for 
eighty years. Brederode was not to 
be the hero of that party which lie 
disgraced by his buffoonery. Had he 
lived, he might, perhaps, like many of 
his confei^rates, have redeemed, by 
his bravdiy m the field, a character 
which his orgies had rendered despi- 
cable. He now left Antwerp for the 
north of Holland, where, as he soon 
aftenvards reported to Count Loiin, 
*' tlie beggars were as numerous as the 
sands on the sea-shoie,^ 

His " nephew Charles,” two months 
afterwards, obeyed his Other’s injunc- 
tion, and withdrew formally from the 
oonfederaqy.® 

Meantime the rumour had -> gone 
abroad that tho Bequest of the nobles 
had already produced good fruit, tliat 
the edicts were to be mitigated, tlie 
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Inquisition abolidied, liberijjr of con- 
sdeiice eventually to prevail. “ Upon 
these reports,” says a contemporary, 
“ all the ve rmin of exiles and fugitives 
for religioif, as well as those who had 
kept in concealment, began to lift up 
their heads and thrust forth them 
horns,” ^ It was known that Margaret 
of Farina b.ad ordered the iijquisitors 
and magistrates to conduct themselves 
“modestly and discreetly.” It naa 
known that the privy council was hard 
at work upon the project for " mode- 
rating ” the edicts. Modestly and dis- 
creetly! Maigaiet of Parma, almost 
immediately after giving these ordcra, 
and while the “ Moderation " was still 
in the hands of the lawyers, informed 
her brother that she had given personal 
attention to the case of a perann who 
had snatched the holy wafer from the 
priest’s hand at Oudenarde, This 
“ quidom," as she called him — for his 
name was beneath tho cognisance of 
an Emperoi's bastard daughter — ^had 
by her orders received rigorous and 
exemplary justice.’ And what was the 
“ ngorous and exemplary justice ” thus 
inflicted upon the “quidamf” The 
procurator of the neighbourmg city of 
Toumay has enabled us to answer. 
Tho young man, who was a tapestiy 
weaver, Hans Tiskaen by name,'* had, 
upon the 30th May, thrown tho holy 
wafer upon the ground.^ For this 
crime, which was the satifo as that 
committed on Christmas d-ay of the 
previous year by llcitiand le Bias, at 
Toumay, he now met with a similar 
although not quite so severe a punish- 
ment. Saving gone quietly home after 
doing the deed, he was pui'sued, ar- 
rested, and upon the SatuHay ensuing 
taken to the market-place of Oude- 
uorde. Here the right hand with 
which he had committed the offence 
was cut off, and ha was then fastened 
to the stake and burned to death over 
a slow fire. He was fortunately not 
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moro than a qaartcr of an hour in tor- 
mcnio hut he persisted in his opinio^ 
and called on God for support to Sig 
lost breath.’ 

This homely tragedy was enacted at 
Oudenarde, the hira-place of Duchess 
Margaret. She was the daughter of 
the puissant Charles the Fifth, but her 
mother was only the daughter of a 
citi/en of Oudenarde; of a “qnidam” 
like the nameless weaver who had thus 
been burned by her express order. It 
was not to be supposed, however, that 
the circumstance could operate in so 
great a malefactor'a favour. More- 
over, at the same moment, she sent 
ordera that a like punishment should 
be inflicted upon another peison then 
in a Flemish prison, for the crime of 
anahaptism.*' 

The privy council, assisted by thir- 
teen knights of the Fleece, had been 
bal'd at woik, and the result of their 
wisdom was at last revealed m a 
“ Moderation” consistmg of fifty-three 
Mticles.'’ 

AVhat now was the substance of 
those fifty-three articles, so painfully 
elaborated by Viglius, so h.nidsomely 
d.awn up mto shape by Councillor 
d’Asaonleville? Simply to substitute 
the halter for the fagoL After elimi- 
nation of all verbiage, this fact was 
the only residuum.' It was most dis- 
tinctly laid down that all forms of re- 
ligion except the Bomon Catholic were 
foihidiiSn; tliat no public or secret 
conventicles were to be allowed; that 
all heietical writings weie to be sup 
pressed; that all curious mquiries inte 
the Scriptures were to be prohibited. 
Persons who infringed Uiese regula- 
tions were divided into two classes — 
the misleaders and the misled. Thera 
was an affectation of granilng mercy 
to persons in the second category, while 
death was denounced upon those com- 
posing the first. It was merely an 
affectation; for the rambling statute 
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was so open in all its clauses, that the 
Juggernaut car of persecution could 
U^iren through the whole of them, 
whenever such a course should seem 
expedient, ISveiy man or woman m 
the Netherlands might he placed in 
the list of the misleaders, at the dis- 
cretion of the officials. The pretended 
mercy to the misguided was a mare 
delusion. The superintendents, preach- 
ers, teachers, mmisters, sermon-makers, 
deacons, and other officers, were to be 
executed with the halter, with confis- 
cation of their whole propeity. So 
much was very plain. Ollier heretics, 
however, who would ah j ui-e their heresy 
before the bishop, might be pardoned 
for the first ofienca, but if obstinate, 
were to be banished. This seemed an 
indication of meicy, at least to the re- 
pentant criminals. But who were these 
“other" heretical All persons who 
discussed religious matters were to be 
put to death. All persons, not having 
studied theology at a “ renowned uui 
veraity,” who searched and expound, 
the Scriptures, wei e to be put to death . 
AH persons m whose houses any act ol j 
the perverse religion should be com- 
nutted, were to be put to death. All 
persons who harboured or protected 
mimsters and teachers of any sect, 
were to be put to death. All tlie cn- 
minals thus carefully enumerated were 
to be executed, whether repentant or 
not. If, however, they abjured their 
errors, they were to be beheaded in- 
stead of being strangled. Thus it w.is 
obvious that almost any heretic mighi, 
be brought to the halter at a moment’s 
notice. 


Strictly speaking, the idea of death 
by the halter or the axe was less shock- 
ing to the imagination than that of 
being burned or buned alive. Is 
this respect, therefore, the edicts were 
softened by the proposed "Modera 
tion.” It would, however, always be 
difficult to persuade any considerable 
numbro of intelligent poisons, that the 
infiiction of a violent death, by what 
ever^ process, on emcount of religion! 
pinions, was an act of clemency. Thi 
liietherlandora wefe, however, to bi 
^Metereo, U S8. Hoard, ill 81. 
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persuaded into this belief. The draft 
of the new edict was ostentatiously 
called the " Moderatie,” or the “ mo- 
deration.” It was very natural, there- 
fore, that the common pSbple, by a 
quibble, which is the same in Memiah 
as in English, should call the proposed 
“Moderation” the “ Murderation."' 
The roush motherwit of the people 
had already characterised and aniiilu- 
lated the project, while dull formalists 
were carrying it through the prehini- 
nary stages. 

A vote in favour of the project hav- 
ing been obtained from the estates of 
Artois, Hainault, and Flanders, the in- 
structions for the envoys, Baron lion- 
tigny and Marquis Beighen, were made 
out in conformity to the scheme^ 
Egmont had declined the mission,’ not 
having reason to congratulate himself 
upon the diplomatic success of his vi-.t 
to Spain m the preceding year. The 
two nobles who consented to imdcr- 
take the office were persuaded into 
'«ceptaace sorely against their uil! 
Ihey were aware that their pohtic.il 
1 conduct smcB the King’s departure 
from the country hod not always been 
deemed satisfactory at Madrid, but 
they were, of course, far from susppct- 
ing the tiuie state of the royiil mind. 
They were both as sinceie Catholics 
and as toyal gentlemen as Gianvcilr, 
but they were not aware how cuii- 
tmuously,“Buring a long course of 
years, that personage had represented 
them to Philip as renegades and rebels. 
They had maintained the constitii 
tional rights of the state, and they had 
dechned to act as executioners for the 
Inquisition, but they were yet to leiiii 
thiit such demonstrations amounted to 
high tieason. 

Montigny departed, on the 20th 
May, from Brussels.* Ho left the 
bride to whom he had been wedded, 
amid scenes of festivity, the preceding 
autumn — the unborn child who was 
never to behold its father’s face. He 
received warnings in Paris, by which 
he scorned to profit. The Spanish 
smbaesadoT in that city inflpned him 
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actions in the ITetherlands was high. 
He was most significantly requested, 
by a leadiqg personage in. France, to 
feign illness, or to take refuge in any 
ezf.edient <>y which he might avoid 
the fulfilment of hia miaaion.^ Such 
hints had no effect in turning him 
hum his course, and ha proceeded to 
Madrid, where he arrived onithe 17th 
of June.* 

His colleague in the mission. Mar- 
quis Berghen, had been prevented from 
setting forth at the same time, by an 
accident which, under the circum- 
stances, might almost seem ominoua 
Walking through the palace park, in a 
place where some gentlemen were play- 
ing at pall-mall, he was accidentally 
struck in the leg by a wooden ball ^ 
The injury, although tiiflmg, produced 
so much irritation and fever, that he 
was confined to his bed for several 
weeks. It was not until the let of 
July^ that he was able to take his de- 
parture from Brussels. Both these un- 
fortunate nobles thus went forth to 
fulfil that dark and mysterious destiny 
from which the veil of three centuries 
has but recently been removed. 

Besides a long historical discourse, 
in eighteen chapters, delivered by way 
of instruction to the envoys, Margaret 
sent a courier beforehand with a variety 
of intelligence concerning the late 
events. Alonzo del Canto, one of 
Philip's spies in the Netherlands, also 
wrote to inform the King that the two 
ambassadors were the real authors of 
aU the troubles then existing in the 
country.® Cai-dmal GranveUe, too, re- 
newed hia previous statements in a 
confidential communication to his Ma- 
-jesty, adding that no persons more 
appropriate could have been selected 
than Beighen and Montigny, for they 
knew better than any one else the state 
of affiurs in which they had home the 
principal part.® Nevertheless, Mon- 
tigny, upon hia arrival in Madrid on 
the 17th of June, was received by 
Philip with much apparent eordiaUiy, 


® Hoofd, lu SO 

s Corrospmdance de Fhihppo II , 1 4!S 
* Ibid., are. Hoofd, il. 80, Stiada, v. IDS. 
s Ibid , 4 k , 429, 

4 % 411 . 

•Ibid, 417. 


admitted immediately to an audience,^ 
and assured in the strongest terms tl^t 
there was no dissatisfaction in the ro^ 
mind against the seigniors, whatever 
false reports might be circulated to 
that effect. In other respects, the re- 
sult of this, and of his succeeding in. 
tervieivs with the monarch, was suffi- 
ciently meagre. 

It could not well be otherwise. The 
mission of the envoys was an elaborate 
farce to introduce a terrible tragedy. 
They were sent to procure from Phihp 
the abolition of &e Inquisition and 
the moderation of the edicts. At the 
very moment, however, of aU these 
legislative and diplomatic orrsaige- 
menta, Margaret of Parma was in pos- 
session of secret letters from Philip, 
which she was charged to deliver to the 
Archbishop of Sorrento, papal nuncio 
at the imperial court, then on a spe- 
cial visit to Brussels. This ecclesiastic 
had come to the Netherlands osten- 
sibly to confer with the Prince of 
Orange upon the affairs of his princi- 
pality, to remonstrate with Count Cu- 
lemburg, and to take measures for the 
reformation of the clergy. The real 
object of his mission, however, was to 
devise means for strengthening the 
Inquisition, and suppressing heresy is 
the provinces. Phiiip, at whose re- 
quest he had come, had charged him 
% no means to divulge the secret, as 
the King was anxious to have it be- 
lieved that the ostensible was the only 
business which the prelate had to per- 
form in the country. Margaret accor- 
dingly delivered to him the private 
letters, in which Phihp avowed his de- 
termination to maintain the /ngutsf- 
titm and the edicti in all their rigour, 
but enjoined profound secrecy upon 
the subject.® The Duchess, therefore, 
who knew the face of the cards, must 
liave thought it a superfluous task to 
continue the gome, which to Philip's 
cruel but procrastinating temperament 
was pel haps a ple.’isumble excitement. 

The scheme for mitigating the 
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edicte the suhEiituiion of EtrangUog 

Inmnngf waa doo destined^ there- 1 
fon^ for mnc^ Euc''eEis either in Spain 
or in the provinces; hut the people by 
whom tile nest great movement was 
in the drama of the revolt, con- 
ducted themselvea in a manner to 
Bhome the sovereign who oppressed, 
and the riotous nobles who had under- 
taken to protect their liberties. 

At tiiis very moment, in the early 
summer of 156G, many thousands of 
burghers, merchants, pcaaonts, and 
gentlemen, were seen mustering aud 
marching through tlie fields of every 
provmce, armed with arquehus, javelin, 
pike, and broadsword, h'or whiit pui- 
pose were these gatherings i Only to 
hear sermons and to smg hymns in 
the open air, os it waa unlawful to 
profane the churches with such ntcs. 
This waa the first great popular phase 
of the Netherland rebeUion. Kot- 
withstondmg the edicts and the In- 
quiaition with their daily hecatombs, 
notwithstanding the special puliUca- 
tion at this time throughout the 
country by the Duchess itegent, that 
ell the Bangumary statutes concerning 
religion woio in as gieat vigour as 
ever,‘ notwithstanding th.at Margiuet 
offered a rewaid of seven hundred 
crowns to the man who would brmg 
her a preacher dead or ahve,^ the po- 
pular thiiat for the exercises of the 
reformed religion could no longer be 
elaked at the obscure andohidden 
fountains where their priests had so 
long privately ministered. 

Partly emboldened by a temporary 
hill in the persecution, partly en- 
couraged by the presentation of the 
Kequest and by the events to which it 
had given nse, the Eefoiiners now 
came boldly forth from their lurkuig 
places and held their leligious meet- 
ings in the light of day. The con- 
Boiousuess of numbeia and of right 
bad brought the conviction of 
strength. The audacity of the Ee- 
formeia waa wonderful to the mmd 
of President Vighus, who could find 
no languag e strong enough with which 
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to characterise and to deplore sueli 
blasphemous conduct.* The field- 
preaching seemed in the eyes of go- 
vemment to spread with the rapidity 
of a malignant pestilence. * The mias- 
ma flew upon tile wings of the wind. 
As early as 1662, there had been pub- 
lic preaching in the neighbourhood nf 
Yprea. |The executions which fol 
lowed, however, had for the time sup- 
pressed tile practice both in that place 
as well as thioughout Flanders and 
the rest of the provmces. It now 
broke forth as by one impulse flora 
one end of the coimtry to the other 
In the latter part of June, Hermann 
Stiycker or Hodet, a monk who had 
renounced his vows to become one of 
the most popular preachers m the lie- 
formed Church, addressed a congiega- 
tion of seven or eight thousand per- 
sons in the neighbouihood of Ghent 
Peter Dathenus, another unfrockcil 
monk, preached at various places lu 
West Flandeis, with great effect. A 
man endowed with a violent, stomiy 
eloquence, mtemperate as most zealots, 
he was then rendering better semccs 
to tbe cause of the lleformation than 
he was destined to do at later pencil- 
But aposhate priests were not the 
only preachers. To the meffable dia 
gust of tbe conservatives in Chuich 
.and State, there were men with httls 
education, 


tterly devoid of Hebrew, 
of lowly •elation — hatters, curriers, 
tanners, dyers, and the like, — who 
began to preach also; remembeiing, 
unseasonably peihaps, that the eaily 
disciples, selected by the founder oi 
Chnstianity, had not all been doctors 
of theology, with diplomas fiom a 
••renowned umveisity." But if tbe 
mature of such men were subdued to 
w-iiat it woiked in, that chaige could 
not be brought agamst ministei's w itli 
the learning and occomphshmeiyts of 
Ambrose WiUe, Marnier, Guy de Bray, 
or Francis Junius, the man whom 
Scabger called the “greatest of all 
theologians since the days of tha 
apostles."* An aristocratic sarcasm 
could not belevefied againslyPeregrine 
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da la Grange, of a noble family in 
^OTence, with the fiery blood of 
■outhem France in hia Tents, brave as 
his nation, learned, eloquent, enthusi- 
astio, who galloped to hia field preach- 
ing on horseb^k, and fired a pistol- 
shot as a signal for his congregation to 
give attention.^ 

On the 2Sth of June 1566, i|t eleven 
o’clock at night, there was an assem- 
blage of six thousand people near 
Toumay, at the bridge of Einonville, 
to hear a sermon from Ambrose WiUe, 
a man who had studied theology in 
Geneva, at the feet of Calvin, and who 
now, with a special price upon hia 
head,’ 'vas preaching the doctrines he 
had learned Two days aftenvarda, 
ten thousand pcoiile assembled at the 
same spot, to hear Feregrine dc 1.1 
Grange. Governor JIouTbaia thun- 
dered forth a procliunation from the 
mtadd, warning all men that the 
edicts were as rigorous as ever, and 
tliat eveiy man, woman, or child who 
went to these preachings was incur- 
ring the penalty of death.’ IThe 
people became only the more ardent 
and excited. Upon Sunday, the 7th 
of July, twenty thousand peisons 
assembled at the same bridge to hear 
Ambrose Willa One man in three 
was armed Some had arquebusses, 
others pistols, pikes, swoids, pitch- 


forks, poniards, clubs. The pre.ac1ier, 
tor whose appichoiition sfuiesh re- 
ward had been oflered, w.as escoitcd 
to hia pul^iit by a bundled mounted 
troopers. He begged his audience not 
to bo soared from the Word of God 
by menace; assured them that al- 
though but a poor preacher himself, 
he hdd a divine commission ; that he 
had no fear of death; that,- should he 
fall, there were many better than he 
to supply his place, and fifty thousand 
men to avenge his murder.* 

The Duchess sent forth proclama- 
tions by hundreds. She ordeied the 
instant suppression of these armod 
sssembhes and the arrest of the 
preachers. But of what avail were 
prodamatiniB against such numbers 
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with weapons in their hands f Why 
irritate to madness these hordes ^ 
enthusiasts, who were now entirely 
pacific, and who marched back to the 
city, after oondluBion of divine ser- 
vice, with perfect decorum ? All 
olasses of the population went eagerly 
to the sermons. The gentry of the 
place, the rich merchmits, the no- 
tables, as well as the humbler artisans 
and labourers, all had received the 
infection. The professors of the 
Reformed religion outnumbered the 
CathohcB by five or six to one. On 
Sundays and other holidays, during 
the hours of service, Tournay was 
hterally emptied of its inhahitants. 
The streets were as silent as if war 
or pestilence had swept the place. 
The Duchess sent orders, hut she 
sent no tipups. The tram^-hands of 
the city, the cross-bow-men of St 
Maurice, the archers of St Sebastian, 
the sword-players of St Christopher, 
could not be ordeied from Toumay 
to suppress the preaching, for they 
had all gone to &e preaching them- 
selves. Uow idle, therefore, to send 
peremptory orders without a match- 
lock to enforce the command.^ 

Throughout Flanders similar scenes 
were enacted. The meetings were en- 
campments, for the Beformers now 
came to their rehgious services armed 
to the teeth, determined, if banished 
from the churches, to defend their 
light tosthe fields. Barncades of up- 
tuiued waggons, branches, and plonks, 
were thiown up around the camps. 
Strong guards of mounted men were 
stationed at every avenue. Outlying 
scouts gave notice of approaching dan- 
ger, and guided the faithful into the 
enclosure. Pedlars .and hawkers plied 
the trade upon which the penalty of 
death nus fixed, and sold the for- 
bidden hymn-books to all who chose 
to purchase.’ A stiange and contra- 
dictory spcotacle ' An army of cri- 
minals doing deeds which couid only 
be expiated at the stake; an en- 
trenched rebellion, bearding the 
government with pike, mat^ocl^ 

* De la Barre MS. 

•Brandt, L 305, Die. Bogvuid, Hist 
Belg., ill. 218, 



e Dutch Eepxiblic. [1S6G. 

iaTelin, and batrioade, and all for bo Harofc’a Toraes, recrntl]^ translated 
more deadly pu^ose than to listen to Dathenns, were then new and popular, 
£a precepts of the paclfio Jesus. The strainB of the monarch minstrel^ 

IThue the preaching spread through chanted thus in their homely but ne^ 
llie Walloon provinces to the northern vous mother tongue by ( multitude 
Kefherlands. Towards the end of who had but recently learned that all 
Jnly^ an apostate monk, of singular the poetry and rapture of devotion 
eloquence, Peter Gabriel by name, were not irrevocably cofOned with a 
was announced to preach at Overeen buried ^ngiiage, or immured in the 
near Harlem.^ This was the first field precincts of a church, had nei er pro- 
meeting which had taken place in duced a more elevating effect. Ifo an- 
HoUond. The people were wild with them from the world renowned organ 
enthusiasm; the authorities beside in that ancient city ever awakened 
themedves with apprehension. People more lofty emotions than did tho-e 
from the country flocked mto the ten thousand human voices ringing 
town by tbousands. The other cities from the grassy meadows in that fer- 
were deserted, Harlem was filled to vid midsummer noon. MTicn all was 
overflowing. Multitudes encamped silent again, the preacher rose; a little, 
upon the ground the night before, meagre man, wbo looked ae if he might 
The magistrates ordered the gates to rather melt away beneath the bla/ing 
be kept closed in the moinmg till long sunehme of July, than hold the multi- 
after the usual hour. It was of no tude enchained four iinintcirMpted 
avail. Bolts and bars were hut small hours long, by the magic of his tongue, 
impediments to enthusiasts who had His text was the 8th, 9th, and 10th 
travailed so many miles on foot or verses of the second ch.apter of Bphe- 
horseback to listen to a sermon. They sians; and as the slender monk ‘>puke 
climbed the waUs, swam the moat and to hrs simple audience of God’s giace, 
thronged to the place of meeting long and of faith in Jesus, who had ilc- 
before the doors had been opened, scended from above to save the low- 
When these could no longer bo kept liest and the most abandoned, if tlirv 
olosed without a conflict, for which would put their trust in Him, lea 
the magistrates were not tirepared, the hearers were alternately exalted ii ith 
whole population poured out of the fervour or melted into tears, lie 
city with a single impulse.* Tens of prayed for all conditions of men — for 
thousands wore assembled upon the themselveitheirfriends, their enemies, 
field. The bulwarks were erected as for the govemment which hail peisc- 
usual, the guards were posted; the ne- cuted them, for the King whoso face 
cessary precautions taken. But upon was turned upon them in anger. At 
this occasion, and in that region, there times, according to one who i\.is pie 
was hut littie diuiger to be apprehend- sent, not a dry eye was to be seen in 
ed. The multitude of lleformers the crowd. When the minister had 
made the edicts impossible, so long finished, he left his eongreg.'ition ab- 
as no foreign troops were there to en- ruptly, for he had to travel all night 
force them. The congreg,ation was in order to reach Alkmiuir, where lio 
encamped and arranged m an orderly was to preach upon the foUowmgday.'* 
manner. The women, of whom there By the middle of July the custom 
were many, were placed next the was established outside all the fiinci- 
pulpit, which, upon this occasion, was pal cities. Camp-meetings were held 
tanned of a couplo of spears thrust in some places; os, for instance, in tho 
into the earth, sustaoninga cross-piece, neighbourhood of Antwerp, where the 
against which the preacher might lean congregations numbered often fifteen 
BIB ba^. The services commenced thousand;^ and on som'' occasions 
V 1 shiging of a p- dm by tbe were estimated at between ^euty and 
;nol B vast asawnblage, Clement thirty thousand persons .ft a time; 
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“T«iy many of tliem,” said an eye- 
«ntneas, "uie best; and wealthiest in 
the town.” *■ 

The sect to which most of these 
worshipper9be]onged was that of Cal- 
vin. In Antwerp there were Luthe- 
rans, Calvinists, and Anabaptists. 
The Lutherans were the richest sect,* 
but the Calvinists the moat n'|meroaB 
and enthusiastia The Prmce of 
Orange at this moment was strenu- 
ously opposed both to Calvinism and 
Anabaptism, but inclining to Luthe- 
ranism.' Political reasons at this 
epoch doubtless inducnced his mind 
in religious matters. The aid of the 
Lutheran princes of Germany, who de- 
tested the doctiincs of Geneva, could 
luirdly be relied upon for the Ketbcr- 
landers, unless they would adopt the 
Confession of Augsburg. The Piince 
knew th.it the Emperor, although m- 
clined to the Beformation, was bitterly 
averse to Calvinism, and he was, there- 
fore, desirous of healing the schism 
which esistedin the general Beformed 
Church. To accomplish this, however, 
would bo to gain a greater victory over 
the bigotry which was the prevailing 
characteristic of the age than perhaps 
could be expected. The Prince, from 
the first moment of his abandoning the 
ancient doctrines, was disposed to 
make the attempt ' 

The Duchess ordered the mjigisl i .ites 
of Antwerp to put down tlrc^e mass- 
moetings by means of the guild-inilitia. 
They rephed that at on uirher day 
such a course might have been prac- 
ticable, but that the secta had become 
qiute too numerous for coercion. If 
the authorities wore able to prevent 
the exercises of the Beformed religion 
within the city, it would he as success- 

2 Letter of Clot^h, in ii. 185 

s There were, liowovor, but two LuHlieran 
chtircbbs in all the Ncthorlnnda, accerdizi^ 
to tlie statement of the rnnee of Orange. 
Both wero m Antwerp. ** Ea iat abor eu 
erbaiinen das der CalTiiiiBm\i8 so'wcitt ein- 
rcisMit und die Augebiirglsche Confesaioa 
ulfeLwochoett, das in alien dleaon londen 
Mint mir zwo kirchcu dor Augsburgiachen 
Confession i^d die werden In dlcser stodt 
AntorCrorhoflen." — Dor andcro haufT irt 
durehaua i^yudach Letter hom of 
OroDcra ifi Vector Auguatus^ let 8opt 15C6. 
SQ. Dimden ArohlTeiu 
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£ul a result as could be expected. To 
prereut tbe preaebisg outside 
walls, by means of tbe bmgber forde, 
was an utter imposslbilily,^ The dila* 
toriness of the Sorereign pUced tba 
Begent in a frightful dilemma,, but it 
was sufficiently obvious that the strug* 
gle could not long be deferred. There 
will Boon be a hard nut to crach,” 
wrote Count Louis. The King will 
never grant the preaching; the people 
will never give it up, if it cost them 
their necks. There *s a hard puff com-* 
ing upon the countiy before long.*** 
Tho Duchess was not yet authorised 
to levy troops, and she feared that il 
she commenced such operatiozis, she 
should peihaps offend the King, while 
she at the same time might provoke 
the people into more effective militaiy 
preparaWns than her own.’ She felt 
that for one company levied by her^ 
tho sectaries could raise ten, klore* 
over, she was entirely without money, 
even if she should otherwise think it 
expedient to enred an army. Mean* 
time she did what she could with 

public prayers, processions, fasts, seiv 
mons, exhortations,*’ and other eede- 
snstfcal machinery which she ordered 
the bishops to put in motion.* Her 
situation was indeed sufficiently alarm- 
mg. 

Kgmont, whom many of the sec- 
tsaries hoped to seclude os their leader 
in cose of a civil war,° shewed no dis< 
po3ition*to encourage such hopes, but 
as little to tsike up arms agEunst the 
people. He went to Flanders, where 
the armed assemblagesforfiold-preach^ 
ing had become so numerous that a 
forco of thirty or forty thousand men 
might be set on foot almost at a mo- 
ment*B warning, and where the con- 

* Orom y. Friiisk,, Aroblvo^ etc.. It. 45^ 
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tervativw, In a state ot alarm, desired 
fhn presence of their renowned gover- 
Sr.* The people of Antwerp, on their 
part, demanded William of Orange. 
The Pi^oe, who was hereditary bur- 
giave of the city, had at first declined 
the hmtation of the magistracy. The 
Duchess umted her request with the 
uniTersal prayer of the inhabitants. 
Events meantime had been thickening 
and suspicion increasing. Mcghem 
hod been in the city for several days, 
much to the disgust of the Ileformeis, 
by whom he was hated. Aremberg 
was expected to join him, and it was 
rumoured that measures were secretly 
in progress under the auspices of these 
two leading cardinahsts, for introduce 
ing a garrison, together with great 
store of ammunition, into the cily. 
On the other hand, the “ great beggar,” 
Brederode, hod taken up his quarteis 
also in Antwerp; had been daily en- 
tertaining a crowd of roystering nobles 
at his hotel, previously to a second 
political demonstration which will 
soon be desciibed, and was constantly 
parodmg the street, followed by a 
Bwiam of adherents in the b^gar 
lively. The sinceie Beformers wore 
made nearly as uncomfortable by the 
presenoe of their avowed li lends, as 
by that of Hcghem and Aiemheig, 
and earnestly desired to be rid of them 
all. Long and anxious were the pon- 
derings of the m.agistrates upon all 
these subjects. It was determined, 
at last, to send a fresh deputation to 
Brussels, requesting the Begent to 
order the departure of Meghem, Arein- 
herg, and Brederode fiom Antwerp; 
remonstrating w'lth her against any 
plan she might be supposed to enter- 
tain of sending mercenary troops into 
the raty; pledging the word of the 
senate to keep the peace, meanwhile, 
by theii regular force ; and, above all, 
imploring her once more, in the most 
urgent terms, to send thither the bur- 
grave, as the only man who was capa- 
ble of saving the city from the cala- 
mities into which it was so likely to fall,* 

1 Conenondancibde M. d'Autriclie, 138. 
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The Prince of Orange being thus 
urgently besought, both by the govern- 
ment of Antwerp, the inhabitants o( 
that city, and by the Begent herself,* 
at last consented to makefthe visit so 
earnestly demanded. On &e ISth 
July, he arrived in Antwerp.* Tlu 
whole city was alive with euthusiasia. 
Half ita population seemed to baro 
come forth from the gates to bid hiia 
welcome, lining the road for niiks. 
The gate through which he was to 
pass, the ramparts, the roofs of the 
houses were packed dose, with expeo- 
taut and eager faces. At leoat thirty 
thousand persons hod assembled to 
welcome their guest. A long caval- 
cade of eminent citizens had como 
as far as Berghen to meet him and to 
escort him into the city. Brederode, 
attended by some of the noble con- 
federates, rode at the he.id of the pio- 
cession. As they encountci-cd the 
Prince, a discharge of pistol-shots iiai 
fired by way of salute, which was the 
signal for a deafening shout from tlie 
assc'iiibled multitude. The croiui 
thronged about the Prince as head 
vonced, calling him their preserver, 
their fiither, their only hope Wild 
shouts of welcome rose upon evoiy 
side, as he rode through the toiiii, 
mmgled with occasional vooifcratiuiM 
of “ Long life to the beggars," These 
party ones wore instanUy and shariily 
rebuked Orange, who expressed, in 
Brederode’s presence, the detcimiiia- 
tion that he would make men unlcain 
that mischievous watchword.* lie 
had, moreover, little relish at tluat 
time for the tumultuous demonstia- 
tioiis of attachment to his pcrsuii, 
which were too fervid to be consul ed, 
but too unseasonable to be approved. 
When the crowd had at last been 
made to understand that their hur/iis 
were distasteful to the Prince, most of 
the multitude consented to disperse, 
feelmg, however, a relief from impend- 
ing danger in the presence of the man 
whom they instinctively looked uiicu 
as their natural protector, 
spuiuLiucc do Maig, AutneheJST cbrio- 
spondance do QuiUaume lo Taat , 130, 137 
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I%e 'lenatois bad came forlli in a 
body to receive the buigrave and 
eecort biTn to the hotel prepared for 
him. Arrived there, he loat no time 
in opening the busineBS which had 
brought bun to Antwerp, He held at 
once a long consultation with the upper 
branch of the government. After- 
wards, day after day, he tnnestly, 
arduously, sa^iously laboured to re- 
store the public tranquillity. He held 
repeated deliberationB with every se- 
parate portion of tiie little common- 
wealth, the senate, the council of an- 
cients, the corporation of ward-masters, 
the deans of trades. Nor didhe confine 
luB communication to these organised 
political bodies alone. He had fre- 
quent interviews with the officers of 
^e mihtaiy associations, with the 
foreign merchant companies, with the 
guilds of " Hhetorio.”t The chambers 
of the " Violet ” and the '• Mangold” 
were not tod frivolous or fantastic to 
be consulted by one who knew human 
nature and the constitution of Kethcr- 
laud society so well as did the Prince. 
{Tight and day he labouied with all 
classes of citizens to bring about a 
better understanding, and to estabhsh 
mutual confidence. At last by his 
efforts tranquUhty was lestored. The 
broad-council havmg been assembled, 
it was decided that the exercise of the 
Beformed religion should be excluded 
from the city, hut silently foferated in 
the Bubuibs, while an armed force w'os 
to be kept constantly in readmess to 
Buxipress aU attempts at msurrection. 
The Pi luce had desired that twelve 
hundred men should be enlisted and 
paid by the city, so that at least a 
small number of disciplmed troojis 
might be ready at a moment’s -nam- 
ing; but he found it impossible to 
eoiry the point with the council. The 
magistrate were willmg to hold them- 
selve responsible for the peace of the 
city, but they would have no mercen- 
aiie.’ 

Thus, during the remainder of July 
and the eo^ part of August, was Wil- 
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liam of Orange strenuously occupied in 
doing what £ould have been the B^ 
gent^ work. He was still regarded 
both by the Duchess and by the Cal- 
vinist party — although having the sym- - 
pathies of neither, — as the only man in 
the Netherlands who could control the 
rising tide of a national revolt. He 
took care, said his enemies, that his 
conduct at Antwerp should have every 
appearance of loymty;^ but they in- 
sinuated that he was a traitor from 
the beginning, who was insidiously fo- 
mentingthe troubles which he appeared 
to rebuke. No onedouhtedhisgemus, 
and all felt or affected admiration at its 
display upon this critical occasion, 

“ The Prince of Orange is doing very 
great and notable services at Antwerp 
to the King and to the country,” said 
AssonleviUe. “That seignior is very 
skilful in managing great affairs.”* ‘ 
Mai'garet of Paima wrote letters to 
him filled with the warmest gratitude, 
expiessious of approbation, and of 
wishes that he could both remam in 
Antwerp and return to asBiat her in 
Brussels.* Phili]^, too, with his own 
pen, addressed nun a letter, in which 
implicit confidence in the Prince’s 
character was avowed, all suspicion on 
the part of the Sovereign inffignantly 
repudiated, earnest thanks for his ao- 
ceptanco of the Antwerp mission 
uttered, and a distinct refu^ given to 
the earnest request made by Oiange 
to 1 esigif his offices.*' The Pnuce read 
or listened to all this commendation, 
and valued it exactly at its proper 
worth. Ho knew it to be pure grimace. - 
He was no more deceived by it than if 
I he had read the letter sent by Margai'et 
to Philip, a few weeks later, in which 
she expressed herself as “ thoroughly 
aware that it was the intention of 
Orange to take advantage of the im- 
pending tumults, for the purpose of' 
conqueiing the provmces and of divid- 
ing the whole temtoiy among liimseU 
and friends.”^ Nothmg could be more 
utterly ^se than so vile and ridiculous 
a statement. 
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TheoDOiaeof theTrince had hitherto 
leen, andwaa still, both consistent and 
^sL It was in monarch's power 
to convoke the assembly of the states- 
gemeral, so loudly demanded by the 
wlude nation, to abolish the Inquisi- 
tion, to renounce persecution, to accept 
tiia great fiict of t^e Beformation. To 
do BO he must have ceased to be Philip- 
To have faltered in attempting to 
bring him into that path, the Prince 
must have ceased to be Williani of 
Orange. Had he sueceeded, there 
would have been no treason and no 
Bepublie of Holland. His conduct at 
the outbreak of the Antwerp troubles 
was firm and sagacious. Even had hia 
duty required him to p-ut down the 
puluia preaching with peremptory vio- 
lence, he had been funushed with no 
meana to accomplish the purpose. The 
rebeUion, if it were one, was already 
full-grown. It could not be taken by 
the throat and strangled with one hand, 
however firm. 

A report that the High Sheriff of 
Brabant was collecting troops by com- 
mand of government, m order to attack 
the Befcrmere at their field-preacbmgs, 
went far to undo the work already ac- 
complished by the Prince.^ The as- 
semblages swelled again from ten or 
twelve thousand to tweniy-five thou- 
sand, the men all providing themselves 
more thoroughly with weapons than 
before. Soon afterwards, the intem- 
perate zeal of another individuM, armed 
to the teeth — ^not, however, like the 
martial shenfif and his forces, with 
arquebus and javelin, but with the 
still more deadly weapons of polemical 
theology — was very near causing a 
general outbreak. A peaceful and not 
very numerous congregation were lia- 
teidrig to one of their preachers in a 
field outside the town. Suddenly an 
unknown individual in plain edethes 
and vrith a pragmatical demeanour in- 
terrupted the (^course by giving a fiat 
contradiction to some of the doctrinea 
advanced. The minister replied by a 
rebuke, and a reiteration of the dis- 
puted sentament.^ The stranger, evi- 

• arcMvos, etc., tt. 182. 

^rm^ndoace de GulBaume lo Taat, a. 


156 ^ 
lattera. ! 


[ 1566 . 

dently versed in ecclesiastical matters, 
volubly and warmly responded. The 
preacher, a man of humble condition 
and moderate abilitieB, made as good 
shew of argument as he cdhld, but was 
evidently no match for his antagomat. 
He was soon vanquished in the wordy 
warfare. Well he might be, for it ap- 
peered ||)hat the stranger was no hsa 
a personage than Peter Bythovius, a 
doctor of divinity, a distingiuahod 
pedant of Louvain, a relation of a 
bishop, and himself a church diipu- 
tary.* TMs learned professor, quite at 
homo in his subject, was easily trium- 
phant, while the poor dissenter, mors 
accustomed to elevate the hearts of Im 
hearers than to perplex their head*, 
sank prostrate and breathless under 
the storm of texts, glosses, and bird 
Hebrew roots with which he wis souii 
overwhelmed. The professor's triumpli 
was, however, but short-lived, for tlis 
simple-minded congregation, who loved 
their teacher, were enraged that he 
should bo thus confounded. 'Without 
more ado, therefore, they laid viclciit 
hands upon the Quixotic knight-eirant 
of the Church, and bo cudgelled and W 
laboured him bodily that he might 
perhaps have lost hia life in the en- 
counter had he not been protected by 
the more lespectahle portion of the 
assembly. These persons, highly dis- 
approving Jthe whole proceeding, for- 
cibly rescued him from the assailants, 
and carried him off to town, where the 
news of tbs incident at once crc.iled 
an uproar. Here he was thrown into 
prison as a disturber of the peace, but 
in reality that he might be pcraonaliy 
secure.* The next day 'WiUiaiii of 
Orange, after administering to him a 
severe rebuke for hia ill-timed exhi- 
bition of pedantry, released him from 
confinement, and had him convoyed 
out of the city. “This theol(%i.in,“ 
wrote the Prince to Duchess Margaret, 
"would have done better, methmks, 
to stay at home ; for I suppose he had 
no espedal orders to perform this 
piece of work."* 

Thus, BO long as the Pnince could 
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remain in the me^opolis^ lus firmness for a lofty and earnest puipoBe^ by 
prevented tbe explosion wliidi bad so their cmbsed descendants. A crow^ 
long been expected. His ovm govern* of spectators^ landlopers^ mendicant^ 
ment of Holland and Zeland, too, de- daily aggregated tbemadvea to the 
xnanded bia^jcare. The field-preaclnng aristocratic assembly^ joining with na-f. 
had spread' m that region with prodi* tural unction, in the incessant shout 
gious rapidity. Armed assemblages, of " Vivent lea guetUx /" It was im- 
utterly beyond the power of the civil possible that so soon after their bap* 
authorities, were taking place^Uy in tism the self-styled beggars should re* 
the neighbourhood of Amsterdam. ^ pudiate all connexion with the time* 
Yet the Duchess could not allow him honoured fraternity in which they had 
to visit his government in the noi*th. enrolled themselves. 

Zf he could he spared from Antwerp The confederates discussed — ^ifauex* 

for a day, it was necessary that he change of vociferations could be called 
should aid her in a fresh complication discussion — principally two points : 
with the confederated nobles. In the whether, in case they obtained tho 
very midst, thm’cfore, of his Antwerp original objects of their petition, they 
labours, he had boon obliged, by Mar* should pause or move R fall further on* 
garet’s oitlers, to meet a committee at ward; and whether they should insist 
Duifel.^ For in this same eventful upon receiving some pledge from the 
month of J uly a great meeting was government, that no vengeance should 
held by the membei'S of the Compro- be taken upon them for their previous 
mido at St Trond, Jn the bishopric of proceedings Upon both questions, 
Liege. They came together on the thero was much vehemence of aigu* 
13th of the month, and remained as* mout and great difierenco of opinion, 
sembled till the beginning of August. They, moi cover, took two veiy rash 
It was a wild, ium^tuous convontion, and verygiave resolutions — to guaran* 
numbering ^me fifteen hundred cava- tee the people against all violmce on 
liers, each with his esquires and armed account of meir creeds, and to engage 
attendants — a larger and more impor- a force of German soldiery, four tiiou* 
cant gathering than had yet been held sand horse and forty companies of in* 
Brederodo and Count Louis were the fantiy, by ** wart geld,*’ or retaining 
chieftains of the assembly, which, as ivages.^ It was evident that these 
may be supposed from its composition gentlemen were disposed to go fast 
and numbers, was likely to be neither and far. If they had been ready in 
very ordeily in iU demonatfiAlons nor the spring to receive their baptism of 
wholesome in its re;jults. It was an wine, tL« " begg.u’s ” were now eager 
ill-timed movement The convention for the baptism of blood. At the same 
was too large for delibeiation, too not* time it must be observed that the 
ous to inspire confidence. The nobles levies which they proposed, not to 
quartered themselves everywhere in make, but to have at command, were 
the taverns and the farm-houses of the puiely for defence. In case the King, 
neighbourhood, while large numbers as it was thought probable, should visit 
encamped upon the open fields. There the Nethei lauds with fire and sword, 
was a constant dm of revelry and up- then there would be a nucleus of re* 
roar, mingled with wordy warfare, and sistance already formed, 
an ocsasional crossing of swords. It Upon the 18th July, tho Prince of 
seemed rather like a congress of ancient Orange, at the earnest request of the 
savage Batavians, assembled in Teuto- Begent, met a committee of the con* 
nic fashion to choose a king amid hoaree federated nobles at Dufieh Count £g- 
shouting, deep drinking, and the clarii mont was associated with him in tbia 
of spear a^ shield, than a meeting duty. The conference was not very 
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satiB&ctoiy. Tlie deputies Irom St 
*lV nTiilj cousistiiigof Brederode, Culezu- 
ATid otheis, exchanged with the 
two seigniors the old arguments. It 
was urged upon the confederatesj that 
they had made themseilveB responsible 
for the public tranquillity so long as 
the Begent should hold to her pi omise ; 
that, as the Duchess had sent two dia- 
tanguisbed envoys to Uadrld, in order 
to accomplish, ir possible, the wishes 
of the nobles, it was their duty to re- 
deem their own pledges; that armed 
assemblageB ought to be suppressed by 
their efforts rather than encouraged by 
their example; and that, if they now 
exeited theniselves zealously to check 
the tumults, the Duchess was ready to 
declare, in her own name and that of 
hu Majesty, that the presentation of 
the Bequest had been beneficial. 

The nobles replied that the pledges ^ 
had become a ^ce, that the itegent | 
was playing them false, that persecu- 
tion was as fierce as ever, that the 
" Moderation” was a mockery, that the 
letters recommending ” modesty and 
discretion” to the inquisitors had been 
mere waste paper, that a price had been 
set upon the hea^ of the preacheia as 
if they had been wild beasts, that thei s 
were constant threats of invasions from 
Spain, that the convocation of the 
states-general had been illegally de- 
ferred, that the people had been driven 
to despair, and that it was the conduct 
of government, not of the confederates, 
which had caused the Beformers to 
throw off previous restraint, and to 
come boldly forth by tens of thousands 
into the fields, not to defy their Kmg, 
but to worship their God,^ 

Such, in brief, was the conference 
of Duffeh In conclusion, a paper was 
drawn up which Brederode carried 
back to the convention, and which it 
was proposed to submit to the Duchess 
for her approval At the end of the 
month, Louis of Nassau was accor- 
f^irespondance de Marg d'Autneb^ 
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dingly sent to Brussels, accompanied 
by twelve associates, who were fanu. 
liarly called his twelve apostles.’ Here 
he hud helore her Highness in council 
a statement, embodymg J^e vie vs of 
the confederates. In this paper they 
asserted that they were ever ready to 
mount and ride against a foreign foe, 
but thri they would never £aw a 
sword against their innocent countty. 
men. They maintained that then piut 
conduct deserved commendation, and 
that in requiring letters of aafs-con- 
duct in the names both of the Duchess 
and of the Fleece knights, they were 
governed not by a di^osition to ask 
for pardon, but by a i^uctance with- 
out such guarantees to enter into sti- 
pulations touching the public traa- 
quiiliiy. If, however, they should be 
assured that the intentions of the lie 
gent were amicable, and that them 
was no design to take vengeance for 
the past — if, moreovei', she were uill- 
ing to confide in the counsels of Horn, 
Egmont, and Orange, and to take no 
important measure without their con- 
currence — ^if, above all, she would cun- 
voke the states-general, then, and then 
only, were the confederates willmg to 
exert their energies to preserve peace, 
to restram popular impetuosity, and 
banish universal de^air.^ 

So far Louis of Nassau and his tu eh 0 
: apostles. It must be confessed that, 
whatever-niight be thought of the jus- 
tice, there could be but one opinion as 
to the boldness of these views. The 
Duchess was furious. If the language 
held in April bad been considered 
audacious, certainly thiB new request 
was, m her own words, "still moie 
bitter to the taste, and more difficult 
of digestion.”* She therefore answered 
in a very unsatiafactory, haughty, and 
ambiguous manner, reservmg decision 
upon their propositions till they had 
been discuased by the state-council, 
and intimatin g that they would also 
respoudance de FbilippelL- 487. Actoriing 
to a letter of Count Isiuis, however (Ai chides 
et Conespondonce h. 177-180), the Hequest 
would seem to have been pi-csontcd upou 
the S6tb of July — Strudo, v. 26 a 
•Hopper, 94, 98. Hoofd, iiUSs. Striioa, 
V. 205, 206. IT 
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De lud 'before the knights of the Fleece, 
who were to hold a meeting upon the 
S6& of Augnsti 

There was some- further conversa- 
tion ,withoi}t any result. Esquerdes 
complained that the confederates were 
the mark of constant calumny, and 
demanded that the slanderers should 
he confronted with them and plinished. 

" I understand perfectly well,” inter- 
rupted Margaret, "you wish to take 
justice into your own hands, and to be 
long yours^.^ It was further inti- 
mated by these reckless gentlemen, 
that if they should be driven by vio- 
. lence into measmes of self-protection, 
they had already secured friends in a 
certain country.-* The Duchess, pro- 
bably astonished at the fiaukness of 
this statement, is said to have de- 
manded further explanations The 
confederates replied by observing that 
they had resouicea both in the pro- 
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vinces and in Germany. The state- 
council decided that to accept the pn# 
positions of the confederates would 
be to establish a triumvirate at once,^ 
and the Duchess wrote to her brother 
distinctly advising against the accept- 
ance of tile proposal.^ The assembly 
at St Trend was then dissolved, hav- 
ing made violent demonstrations which 
were not followed by beneficial results, 
and having laid itself open to various 
suspicions, most of which were ill- 
founded, while some of them were just. 

Before giving the reader a brief ac- 
count of the open and the secret policy 
pursued by the government at Bros- 
Bcls and Madrid, in consequence of 
these transactions, it is now necessary 
to allude to a startling series of events, 
which at this point ^ded to the com- 
plications of ihe times, and exercised 
a fatal mfiuence upon the situation of 
the commonwealth. 
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— BartbolomeVs Day at Valenciennes — Gcncznl characteristics of the imago-breakln^^ 
Testimony of contcmporancs as to tbe honesty of the rioters— Coiisloriintion of the 
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Tee Netherlands possessed an extra- 
ordinary number of churches and 
monasteries. Their exquisite architec- 
ture and elaborate decoration had 
been the earliest indication of mtel- 
lectuol culture displayed m the coun- 
try. In the vast number of cities, 
towns, sad villages which were crowded 
upon that narrow -territory, there had 
been, from circumstances operating 
throughout Christendom, a great ao- 
cumulation of ecclesiastical wealth. 
The some causes can never exist 
again which at an early day covered 
the soil of Europe with those magnifi- 
cent creation of Christian art. It was in 
these anonwous hut entirely original 

z BenomMij^nuice, MS., 1. 18. 

• Hud. -^kirresnondanca do Uarg d’Au- 
triche, 14fl, 


achievements that Gothic genius, 
awaking fiom its long sleep of the 
dark ages, first expressed itself. The 
eaily poetry of the German races was 
hewn and chiselled in stone. Around 
the steadfast principle of devotion then 
BO firmly rooted in the soil, clustered 
the graceful and vigorous emanations 
of tile newly-awakened mind. All 
that science could mvent, all that art 
could embody, all that mechanical 
ingenuity could dare, all that -wealth 
could lavish, — ^whatei cr tlici o was of 
human euoigy which was panting for 
pacific utteronce, wherever there 
stirred the vital principle which in- 
stiuctively strove to c-jeate ondto adoni 

s Le Petit : Grande Chrenique dc Helloude, 
109a, 114b. Green v. Pnnst., ATchircs, u 
U7. 208. 




at an epoch when vulgar violence and 
SCabmctiTeneas were the general ten- 
Amoies of humanity, all gathered 
eround these magnificent temples, as 
their aspiring pinnacles at last pierced 
the mist wMc^ had so long brooded 
over the world. 

There were many hundreds of 
churches, more or less remarkable, in 
the Netherlands. Although a severe 
criticism might regret to find in these 
particular productions of the great 
Qenuonic school a development of 
that practical tendency which dis- 
tinguished the Batavian and Flemish 
Inanches, — although it might recog- 
nise a departure from that mystic 
prindple which, in its efibits to sym- 
bolise the strivingB of humanity to- 
wards the infinite object of worship 
above, had somewhat disregarded the 
wants of the worshippers below, — 
although the spaces might be too wide 
and the intercolumniations too empty, 
except for the convenience of congre- 
gations,— yet thei p were, nevertheless, 
many ecclesiastical masterpieces, winch 
could be regarded as very brilliant 
manifestations of the Batavian and 
Belgio mind during the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries. Many were 
filled with paintings from a school 
which had precedence in time and 
merit over its sister nurseries of art 
in Germany. All were peopled with 
statues. All were filled yith pro- 
fusely-adomed chapels, forthechurches 
hod been enriched generation after ge- 
neration by wealthy penitence, which 
hi^ thus purchas^ absolution for 
crime and smoothed a pathway to 
heaven. 


And now, for the space of only six 
or seven summer days and nights, 
there raged a storm by which all these 
treasures were destroyed. Nearly 
every one of these temples was en- 
tirely rifled of its contents; not for 
the pmpose of plunder, but of de- 
struction. Hardly a province or a 
town escaped. Art must for ever 


weep over this bereavement; Huma 
mly must regret Jihat the reforming ii 
degenerate mtc 
principle ; bun it u 
Imposaible to censure very severelj 


the spirit which prompted the brutal, 
but not feroeions deed. Those statues 
associated as they were with the re-' 
morseless persecution which had so 
long desolated the profincee, had 
ceased to be images. They had grown 
human and hateful, so that the people 
arose and devoted them to indiscrimi- 
nate maSsacre. 

No doubt the iconoclastio fury is to 
be regretted; for such treasures cm 
scareely be renewed The ago {,» 
building and decorating great c.atlis- 
drals is past. Certainly, our own age, 
practical and benevolent, it less poeti- 
cal, should occupy itself with the 
present, and project itself into the 
future. To clothe the naked, redeem 
the oriminal, feed the hungry, less by 
alms and homilies than by preventne 
institutions and beneficent legisla- 
tion; above all, by the diffusion cf 
nation.sl education, to lift a race upon 
a level of culture haidly attained by > 
class in earlier times, is as lofty a tisk 
as to accumulate piles of eoolesiastioal 
splendour. 

It would be tedious to recount in 
detail the events which ohaiactcn»ed 
the remarkable imago-breaking in the 
Netherlands, As Antwerp was the 
central point in these transactions, and 
as there was more wealth and m.agmii 
conce in the great cathedi'al of that 
city thai^ jn any church of northciii 
Europe, it is necessary to give a min I 
outline of the events whidi oocuned 
there. From its exhibition in that 
place the spint every wbeie will best 
be shewn 

Tho Church of our Lady, which 
Philip had so recently convcited into 
a cathedral, dated from the year 1121, 
although it may be more fairly conM 
dered a work of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. Its college of canons h.ul been 
founded in another locality by Godfiey 
of Bouillon. The Brabantine liero, 
who so romantically incarnated the 
religious poetry of his age, who first 
moimted the walls of redeemed Jeni- 
salem, and was its fi^ Christian 
monarch, but who refusento accept a 
golden diadem on the Bp« where tho 
Saviour had been crownld with 
thorns; the Fleming who lived and 
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«ras the efdo wUcli the great Italian, 
centuiies aftenrai^, translated into 
immortal verse, is thus fitly associated 
with the beautiful archite^ural poem 
which wait to grace his ancestral 
lealms. The body of the church — 
the interior and graceful per^ectives 
of which were not liable to the re- 
proach brought against manjl Nether- 
land churches, of assimilating them- 
selves already to the municipal pahices 
which they were to suggest— was com- 
pleted in the fourteenth century. The 
beautiful fa;ade, with its tower, was 
not completed tUl the year 1518. The 
exquisite and daring spire, the gigan- 
tic stem upon wliich the consummate 
flower of this architectural ere.ation 
was to bo at last unfolded, was a plant 
of a whole century’s growth. Rising 
to a height of nearly five hundred feet, 
over a church of as many feet in 
length, it woithily represented the 
upward tendency of Gothic architec- 
ture. Externally and internally the 
cathedral was a true expression of the 
Christian principle of devotion. Amid 
its vast accumiuation of im.ageTy, its 
endless ornaments, its miiltip^city of 
episodes, its mfinlte variety of details, 
the central, maternal pnnciple was 
ever visible. Everj-thing pointed up- 
wards, from the spire ui the clouds to 
the arch which enshrined the sm.allest 
sculptured saint in the chapels below. 
It was a sanctuary, not liKe pagan 
temples, to enclose a visible deity, but 
an edifice wheie moi-tals might wor- 
ship an unseen Semg m the realms 
above. 

The church, with the noisy streets 
of the metropolis eddying around its 
walls, was a sacred island in the tumul- 
tuous mam. Through the perpetual 
twilight, tall columnar trunks in thick 
profusion gi'ew from a fioor chequered 
with lights and shadows. Each shaft 
of the forest rose to a preternatural 
height, the many branches interming- 
ling in the space above, to form a stately 
canopy. Foliage, flowers, and finit of 
colossal b^ui'Lsnce, strange birds, 
beasts, grinns and chimeras in end- 
less mujtlwdes, the rank vegetation 
and th/fimtastic zoology of a fabu- 
lous worh^ seemed to decorate and to 
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animate the seiried tinnks and pen* 
dant branches, while the shatteiid^ 
symphonies or dying murmurs of the 
organ suggested the rushing of the 
wind through the foiest, — now the 
full diapason of the storm, and now 
the gentle cadence of the evening 
breeze. 

Internally, the church was rich be- 
yond expression. All that opulent 
devotion could devise, in wood, bronze, 
marble, silver, gold, precious jewellery, 
or sacramental furniture, hod been 
profusely lavished. The penitential 
tears of centm'ies had incrusted the 
whole interior with their glittering 
stalactites. Divided into five naves, 
with external rows of chapels, but 
separated by no screens or partitions, 
the great temple forming an imposmg 
whole, t’ne effect was the more impres- 
sive, ihe ristas almost infinite in ap* 
pearanco. The wealthy citizens, the 
twenty-seven guilds, the six military 
associations, the rythmical colleges, 
besides many other secular or religious 
sodalities, had their own chapels and 
altars. Tombs adorned with the effi- 
gies of mailed cnisadcrs am} pious 
dames covered the floor, tattered ban- 
ners hung in the air, the escutcheons 
of the Golden Fleece, an order typical 
of Flemish industiy, but of which 
Empeiois .md Kings were proud to la 
the chevaliers, decorated the columns. 
Tile vast .and beautifully-paitited win- 
dows glowed with sciiptural scenes, 
antique portraits, homely allegories, 
p.ainted in those brilliant andfoi^otten 
colours which Art has not ceased to 
deplore. The daylight melthig into 
gloom or coloured with fantastic bril- 
liancy, piiests in effulgent robes ohimt- 
mg in unknown language, the sublime 
breathing of choral musio, the suffo- 
cating odours of myrrh and spikenard, 
suggestive of the oriental scenery and 
imagery of Holy Writ, all combined to 
bewilder and exalt the senses. The 
highest and humblest seemed to find 
themselves upon the same level within 
those sacred precincts, where even the 
blood-stomed crimir^ was secure, and 
the arm of secular justice was para- 
I lysed. 

I But the work of degeneration h^ 
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conuneneed. The atmosphere of the sols. She msisted by repeated letters 
Athedral waa no longer holy in the that he should leave Antwerp iuune* 
eyes of increasmg multitudes. Better diatoly.^ 

the sanguinary rites of Belgic Druids, Upon the 18th of Augus^ the great 
better &e yeU of slaughtered victirna and time<honoured ceremony of the 
from the " wild wood without mercy** Ormnegang occurred. Accordingly, 
of the pagan forefathers of the nation, the great procession, the pimcipal 
than &is fantastic intermingling of object of which was to conduct aroiiiiil 
divine music, glowing colours, gor- the city a colossal image of the Virgin, 
geous ceremonies, with all the burning, issued as usual from the door ot tlio 
beheading, and strangling woik whi^ cathedral. The image, hedizened and 
had chara^nsed the syfttem of human effulgent, was borne aloft upon the 
sacrifice for the past half-ccntury. shoulders of her adorers, followed by 
Sutdi was the church of Ndtre Dame idle guilds, the military associations, 
at Antwerp. Thus indifferent or the rhetoricians, the religious sodali* 
hostile towards the architectural treo- ties, all in glittering costume, beaiing 
sure were the mhabitants of a city, blazoned banners, and marching tii- 
where in a previous age the whole umphantly through the streets with 
population would have risked their sound of trumpet and beat of diuui,^ 
Hves to defend what they esteemed The pageant, solemn but noisy, was 
the pride and garland of their metro* exactly such a show as was most fitted 
poli& ^ at that moment to irritate Protestant 

The Prince of Orange had been minds and to lead to mischief No 
anxiously solicited by the Regent to violent explosion of ill-feeling, how*ever, 
attend the conference at DiiffcL After took place. The procession was fol* 
returning to Antwerp, ho consented, lowed by a rabble rout of scoffers, but 
in consequence of the urgent entreaties tdiey confined themselves to wokIb 
of the senate, to delay bis departure and insulting gestures.® The image 
until the 18th of August should be was iacessantly saluted, oa she was 
past. On toe 13to of that month he borne along the streets, with sneers, 
iCad agreed with toe magistiates upon imprecations, and the rudest nbaldiy, 
an oi^ance, which was accordingly "JJayken! Mayken! (Uttle Mai‘y)your 
pubhshed, and by which toe preach- hour is come. 'Tis your last pio* 
ings were restricted to toe fields. A menade. The city is tired of you.” 
dentation of mei chants and otbeni Such weis^the greetings which the re- 
waited upon him with a requ^t to be presentative of the Holy Vugm re- 
permitted toe exercises of the Rc- ceived fi'om men grown weary of anti- 
form^ religion in the city. This quated mummery. A few missilca 
petition toe Fnnce peremptorily le- were thrown occasionally at the pro- 
fus^, and the deputies, as well as cession as it passed through the citj, 
their constituents, acquiesced in the but no damage w'as mflicted. When 
decision, ”out of especial rcgaid and the image w^as at last restored to its 
respect for^his person. He, however, p^ce, and the pageant brought to a 
distmctly informed the Duchess that somewhat hiuried conclusion, theie 
it would be difficult or impoasible to seemed cause for congratulation that 
aaaSntm such a position long, and no tumult had occurred, 
that departure from toe city would On the following morning toeYe was 
Kobably be followed by an outbreak, a large crowd collected in front of the 
ile warned her that it was very im- cathednd. The image, instead of 
pnment for him to leave Antwerp at standing in the centre of the churcht 
that j^cuIot juncture. K'everthe- where, upon all former occasions, it 
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, the mee^g of toe Fleece knights had been accustomed during the week 
^me^ in Mj^ajsts opinion, impora- succeeding the ceremonyTIo receive 
tio r^ mre his presence in Bi-ua- congratulat ory visita, was 4'>w ignomi- 
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nioualy pliced bdiind an iron railing 
vritlun ilie choir. It had been deemed 
imprudent to leave it exp9sed to eao- 
rilegious hands, The precaution ex- 
oit^ deriejon. Many vagabonds of 
dangerous appearance, many idle ap- 
prentices and ragged urchins were 
hanging for a long time about the 
imprisoned image, peeping th’piugh the 
raihngs, and indulgmg in many a brutal 
jest. “ Mayhen I Hayken ! ” they cried, 
“31^ thou terrified so soon! Hast 
flown to thy nest so eaily! Dost 
think thyseU bej'oud the leach of 
mischief? Bewaie, MajkenI thine 
hour is fast approaching 1 " Others 
thronged around the balustrade, shout 
ing, '■ Vtieni lea gueulrf" and hoarsely 
commanding the image to ]om in the 
beggars’ Cl y. Then, leai ing the spot, 
the mob roamed idly about the mag 
niflccnt chuich, sneering at the idols, 
es.eciatmg the gorgeous ornaments, 
scoffing at crucifix and altar. 

Piesently one of the rabble, a rag- 
ged fellow of mechanical aspect, in a 
iatteied black doublet and an old 
straw hat, ascended the pulpit. Open- 
ing a sacied volume which he found 
there, he began to dehvei an extem- 
poraneous and coaise caricature of a 
monkish sermon. Some of the by- 
standers applauded, some cned shame, 
some shouted, “Long In e the bcggai s'" 
some till ew sticks and rubbish at the 
mountebank, some caught 1/ni b^ the 
legs and etioio to pull bun fioni his 
2)Lice. Ho, on the othci hmd, inau- 
fiiUy maintained his giouud, bulling 
bock eveiy missile, stiugghng with hii 
assailants, and continuing the while to 

S our forth a malignant and obscene 
iscourse. At last a young sailoi, 
waim m the Catholic faith, and im 
liulshe as mariners are prone to be, 
ascended the pulpitfiom behmd, sprang 
upon (the mechamc, and flung him 
headlong down the steps. The preacher 
grappled with his enemy as he fell, 
and both came rolling to the ground 
Keither was much injured, but a tu- 
mult ensued. A pistol-shot was fired, 
and the tfiilor was wounded in the 
snn. Da&ers were drawn, cudgels 


brandished, the bystanders taking part 
generally against the sailor, while th<^ 
who protected him were somewhat 
bruised and belaboured before they 
could convey him out of the church, 
Nothing moie, how-over, tiansphed 
that day, and the keepers of the catho- 
dral were enabled to expel the crowd 
and to close the doors for the tiight.^ 
Information of this tumult was 
brought to the senate, then assembled 
in the Hdtel de Ville. That body 
w as thrown into a state of great per- 
tmbation. In losing the Prince of 
Orange they seemed to have lost thoir 
own biams, and the first measure 
which they took was to despatch a 
messenger to implore his return. In 
the meantime, it was neoessary that 
they should do sometlung for them- 
selics It was evident that a storm 
was brewing. The pest which was 
Bweepmg so rapidly tluough the pro- 
vinces would soon bo among them. 
Symptoms of the dreaded visitation 
were already but too manifest. What 
precaution should they take? Should 
they issue a prochunaticmf Such 
documents hod been too plenty of late, 
and had lost their viitue. It was the 
time not to assert but to exercise 
authoiity. Should they sumnion the 
waid-mastcis, and Older the instant 
aiming and muster mg of their respeo- 
tnecompmies! Should they aesemblo 
the cijitains of tbe mihtajy associa. 
tions! •Nutbing bettor could have 
been desired thin such measures in 
tisciof imaMoii or of ordinal ytiimulti 
but wbo should say how deeply the 
poison had sunk into the bodypohtio; 
who should say with how much or 
bow httie alacrity tho buigher mihtia 
w onld obey the mandates of the mogis- 
tiocy! It would bo better to ibsue no 
pioclamation unless they could eiifoice 
its jirovioions, it i/ould be bcttei not 
to call out the citi/cn soldieiy iiiilesa 
they weie likely to pi ore obedient. 
Should mcicenaiy tioojis at this late 
hour be sent for? Would not thoir 
appearance at this crisis rather inflame 
the rage than mtimidate the insolence 
of tho seotaiies ? Aever were msgis- 
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fcratea in greater perpUzity. They edle or weapon which she co^d find, 
4pew not what course was likely to to lay about her in all directions, 
[oove the saf eatj and in their anxiety Her tormentors defended themsehca 
to do Ttftt.hiTig wrong, the senators did as they could. Haying destroyed her 
pmfcltmg at alL After a long and an- whole stock-in-trade, thep provoked 
yio iiB consultation, the honest burgo- others to appear in her defence. The 
master and his associates all went passers-by thronged to the scene ; the 
home to their beds, hoping that the cathedral was soon filled to ovciflow- 
threatening flame of civil tumult wo\ild mg; a prions tumult was aUcady in 
die out of itself, or perhaps that their progress.^ 

dreams would supply them with that Many persons fled in alarm to the 
wisdom which seemed denied to their Town House, carrying infonnation of 
waking houis ^ this outbreak to the niagUtrates. 

In the morning, as it was known John Van Immerzeel, Margrave of 
that no precaution had been taken, Antwerp, was then holding communi- 
the audacity of the Hefonners was cation with the senate, and a\\ citing 
naturally increased. Within the cathe- the arrival of the wardmastoi's, whom 
dral a great crowd was at an early it had at last been thought expedient 
hour collected, whose savage looks and to summon. Upon intelligence of 
ragged appearance denoted that the tins riot, which the militia, if pievi- 
day and night were not likely to pass ously mustei'ed, might have prevented, 
away so peacefully as the last. The the senate determined to piocccd to 
same taunts and imprecations wei% the cathedral in a body, mth the hope 
hurled at the image of the Virgin; the of quelling the mob by the dignity of 
same howling of the beggars* cry re- their presence. The margrave, who 
sounded through the lofty aiches was the high executive officer of tU** 
For a few houis, no act of violence htile commonwealth, marched do^Ml 
was committed, but the crowd in- to the cathedral accordingly, attended 
rreased. Afew trifles, drifting, as usual, by the two bmgomasteis and all llie 
before the event, seemed to indicate senators. At first their nuthorlt^^, 
the approaching convulsion. A very solicitations, and personal influence, 
paltry old woman excited the image- produced a good eflect. Some of those 
breaking of Antwerp. She had for outside consented to retire, and the 
years been accustomed to sit before tumult partially subsided within. Ai 
the door of the cathedial with wax- night, however, was fast approaching, 
tapers and wafers, eariung a scanty many of^Che mob insisted upon re- 
subsistence from the proht9 of her maming for evening service. They 
meagre trade, and by the small coins were informed that there would be 
which she sometimes received in charity, none that night, and that for once 
Some of the rabble began to cliafier the people could certainly dispense 
with this ancient hucksteress. They with their vespers, 
scoffed at her conscciated wares; they Several persons now manifesting an 
bandied with her ribald jests, of which intention of leaving the catliodial, it 
her public position had furnished licr was suggested to the senators that if 
^vith a supply; they assuied her that they should lead the way, the popu- 
the hour had come when her idola- kce would follow in their train, and 
trouB traffic 'was to be for ever teimi- so disperse to their homes. T^c ex- 
nated, when she and her patroness, cellcnt magistrates took the advice, 
Mary, were to be given over to do- not caring, perhaps, to fulfil any longer 
atruction togotbor. The old woman, the dangerous but not dignified func- 
eniaged, answered threat with threat, tions of police-officers. Before depart 
and gibe with gibe. Passing from mg, they adopted the precaution or 
WMds to deeds, she began to catch closing all the doors of the church, 
faomthe ground ^every offensive mis- leaving a single one oped that tlie 
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labUe Btill remaining might have an 
opportunity to depaih It Beemednot 
to occur to the senators that the same 
gate would as conTenientl^ aSard an 
entrance fo^ those without as an egress 
for those within. That unlooked-for 
event happened, however. Ko sooner 
had the magistrates retired than the 
rabble burst through the sirw;le door 
which had been left open, ove^owered 
the margrave, who, mth a few atten- 
dants, had remained behind, vainly 
endeavouriag by threats and exhorta- 
tions to appease the tumult, drove 
him ignomuuously from the church, 
and threw all the other poitals wide 
open. Then &e populace flowed in 
hke on angry sei. The whole of the 
cathedral was ai the mercy of the 
’•lotoi's, who were evidently bent on 
niisehiof , The wardens and ti easurers 
of tho church, aftei a vain attempt to 
secure a few of its nest precious pos- 
sessions, retired. 7hey carried the 
news to the senators, vho, accompanied 
by a few halberdmen, a^in ventured 
to approach tie spot. It was hut for 
a moment, lowever, for appalled by 
tho furious lounds which came from 
within the murcb, as if invisible forces 
were prepa'ing a catastrophe which 
no human power could withstand, 
the magietrates fled precipitately from 
the Bceu'. Fearing that the next 
attack wrtild he upon the Town House, 
they hateued to cunceutryte at tliat 
point tleir available strength, and left 
the stieely catliedral to its fate ^ 

Am now, as tho shadows of night 
weredeepening the perpetual twilight 
of tie church, the work of deetruction 
copmenced. Instead of vespers lose 
tbs fierce music of a psalm, yelled by 
r thousand angry voices. It seemed 
che preconcerted signal for a general 
attack. A band of marauder e flew 
upoi^the image of the Virgin, dragged it 
forth from its receptacle, plunged 
daggers into its inanimate body, toie 
off Its jewelled and embioideied gar- 
ments, broke the whole figure into a 
thousand pieces, and scattered the 
fragment! along the floor. A wild 
^out siRceeded, and then the work 


which seemed delegated to a compara- 
tively small number of the assembled 
crowd, went on with incredible cel# 
rity. Some were armed with axes,, 
some with bludgeons, some with sledge- 
hammers; others brought ladders, 
pulleys, ropes, and levers. Every 
statue was hurled from its niche, every 
picture tom from the wall, every - 
painted window shivered to atoms, 
every ancient monument ehattered, 
eveiy seulptured decoration, however 
inaccessible in appearance, hurled to 
the gi-ound. Indefatigably, audaci- 
ously, — endowed, as it seemed, with 
preternatural strength and nimbleuess, 
these furious iconoclasts clambered up 
tho dizay heights, shrieking and chat- 
tel ing like malignant apes, as they tore 
off in triumph the slo wly-matiued fruit 
of centimes. In a space of tune won- 
dcifully biief, they had accomphshed 
their task. 

A colossal and magnificent group of 
tho Saviour crucified between two 
thieves adorned the pnncipol altar. 
Tho statue of Christ was wrenched 
from its place with ropes and pulleys, 
while the malefactors, with bitter and 
blasphemous irony, were left on high, 
the only lepresentativea of the marble 
crowd which had been destroyed. A 
veiy beaiitif't’ piece of aroluteoturo 
decorated the choir, — the “repository,” 
as it was called, in which the body of 
Chiiet was figmativcly enshiined. This 
nuich-a^iiiiicd woik lestcd ujion a 
single colimin, but rose, arch upon 
arch, pillar upon pillar, to tho height 
of tliiee hundred feet, till quite loot m 
tho vault above.’ It was now diattored 
uito a million pieces. The statues, 
images, pictures, ornaments, as they lay 
upon the ground, were broken with 
slcdge-hammeis, hewn with axes, 
tiampled, tom, and beaten into shieda 
A troop of harlots, snatching waxen 
tapers from the altars, sbiod aiouud 
the dcstroyeis and lighted them at 
their woiic IS'othing escaped their 
ommvurous rage. They desecrated 
seventy chapels, forced open all the 
chests of treasure, covered their own 
squalid attu'e witl^ the goigeous robes 
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of the eodesiaatica, broke the eaored 
bread, poured out the eaotomental wine 
^to golden chalices, quafBng Irage 
draughts to the beggars’ healw.; 
burned all the splendid missals and 
manuscripts, and smeared their shoes 
with the sacred oil, mth which kings 
and prelates had been anointed. _ It 
seemed that each of these malicious 
creatures must have been endowed 
with the strength of a hundred giants. 
How 'else, in the few brief hours of a 
midsummer night, could such a mon- 
strous desecration have hocu accom- 
plished by a troop, which, according 
to all accounts, was not more than one 
hundred in number.^ There was a 
multitude of spectators, as upon all 
such occasions, hut the actual spoilers 
were Tory few. 

The noblest and richest temple of 
the Netherlands was a irreck, but the 
fury of the spoUets was excited, not 
appeased. Each seizmg a burning 
tomh, the whole herd rushed from the 
cathedi-al, and swept howling through 
tha streets. “ Lung live the beggars ' " 
lesounded through the sultiy mid- 
night air, as the ravenous pack flew to 
end fro, smiting every image of the 
Virgin, every Cl uoiflx, every sculptured 
saiut, every Catholic eyuihol which 
they met with upon their path. AU 
night long, they roamed from one 
sacred cdi&ce to another, thoroughly 
destroying as they went. Before 
morning they had sacked thirty 
churches within the city waU^ They 
entered the monasteries, burned their 
invaluable libraries, destroyed their 
altars, statues, pictures, and descend- 
ing into the cellars, broached every 
cask which they found there, pouring 
out in one great flood all the ancient 
wine and rde with which those holy 
men had been wont to solace their re- 
tuementfram generation to generation. 
They invaded tha nunneiies, whence 
the occupants, panic-stricken, fled for 
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refuge to the houses of their friends 
and kindred. The streets were filled 
with monks and nuns, rmming this 
way and that, shrieking and fluttering, 
to escape the (flaws of these fiendish 
Calyimsts.^ The terror was ittagmary, 
for not the least remarkable feature in 
these traneactions was, that neither m- 
suit noitinjury was offered to man or 
woman, und that not a f artliing'a value 
of the immense amount of property 
destroyed waa appropnateiL It vvcis a 
war, not against the living but against 
graven images, nor was the sentiment 
which prompted the onshiught in the 
least commingled with a desire of 
plunder. The principal citizoiis of 
Antwerp, expecting every mslant that 
the storm would he diverted from the 
ecclesiastical edifices to private duell- 
ings, and that robbery, rape, .and mur- 
der, would follow saciilege, remained 
all night expecting the attack, and pre- 
pared to defend iheir hearths, oven if 
the altars were profaned. The proaui- 
tion was needles. It was asserted by 
the Cathohes that the ctnfedeiates and 
other opulent Brotestaits had oiga- 
nised this company of pufligates for 
the meagre pittance of t-n stivers a- 
day. On the other hand it was be- 
lieved by many that the CUhulics had 
themselves plotted the wbde outrage 
in order to bring odium upoi the Ito- 
f ormors. Both statements wee eriually 
unfounded* The task Ws must 
thoroughly performed, but it was 
prompted by a furious fanaticim, not 
by baser motives.'* 

Two days and nights lunge, the 
havoc raged unchecked through al the 
churches of Antwerp and the negh- 
houimg villages. Eardly a statue ur 
picture escaped destruction. Yet tie 
rage was directed exclusively againsi 
stocks and stones. Not a umn was 
wounded nor a woman outraged., Pii- 
Bonera, indeed, who had been lan- 
guishing hopelessly in dungeons were 
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liberated. A moiik, who hod been is 
theprison c! the Barefoot Monastery for 
twelve yearSj recovered hip freedom. 
Art was trampled in the duet, but hu- 
manity dej^red no victims.^ 

These lea^g features characterised 
the movement everywhere. The pro- 
cess was simriltaneous and almost uni- 
versal. It was difficult to Bi|y where 
it began and where it ended. A few 
days in the midst of August sufficed 
for the whole worh. The number of 
churches desecrated has never been 
counted. In the single province of 
Flanders, four hundred were sacked • 
In Limburg, Luxemburg, and Namur,’ 
there was no image-breaking. In 
Mechlin, seventy or eighty persons ao- 
coniplishcd the work thoroughly, in 
the veiy teeth of the grand-council, 
and of an astomshed magistracy.* 

In Toumay, a city distinguished for 
its ecdesiastical splendour, tiie Reform 
had been makmg great progieas dming 
the summer. At the same time the 
hatred between the two religions had 
been growing more and more intense. 

On the 22d of August the news 
reached Tournay that the churches in 
Antwerp, Ghent, and many other 
places, had been sacked. There was 
an instantaneous movement towards 
imitating the example on the same 
evening. Fasquier de la Barre, pro- 
cureur-general of the city, succeeded 
by mu^ entreaty in tranqiiifiismg the 
people for the night. The “ guard of 
terror ” was set, and hopes were enter- 
tamed that the storm might blow over. 
The ecqiectation was vam. At day- 
break next day, the mob swept upon 
the ohuiches and stripped them to t^ 
very walla. Pictures, statues, organs, 
ornaments, chalices of silver and gold, 
reliquaries, albs, chasubles, copes, cibo- 
ries, crosses, chandeliers, lamps, censers, 
all of sdchest material, glittering with 
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pearls,rubiea, and other precious stones^ 
were scattered in heaps of ruin upos 
the ground.* 

As the spoilers burrowed among the 
ancient tombs, they performed, in one 
or two instances, acts of startling pos- 
thumous justice. The embalmed body 
of Duke Adolphus of Gueldres, last A 
the Egmonts, who had reigned in that 
province, was dragged from its ss- 
pulchre and recognised * Although it 
had been there for nmety years, it 
was as nncorrupted, “owing to the 
excellent spices which had preserved 
it from decay,” f as upon the day of 
bunal. Thrown ui>on the marble 
floor of the church, it lay several days 
exposed to the execrations of the mul- 
titude.* The Duke had committed a 
enmo against his father, in consequence 
of which the province which had been 
ruled by native races hod passed under 
the donumon of Charles the Bold. 
■Weary of waitmg for the old Duke’s 
iuheiitonce, he had iisen against him 
in open rebellion. Dragging him from 
his bed at midnight in the depth of 
winter, he hod compelled the old man, 
with no covering but his night-gear, 
to walk with naked feet twenty-five 
miles over ice and snow fnnn Grave 
to Buren, while be himself performed 
the same journey in his company on 
horseback. He bad then thrown him 
into a dungeon beneath the tower of 
Buren Castle, and kept him a close 
pnsoneiefor six months.* At last, the 
Duke of Burgundy summoned the 
two before his council, and proposed 
that Adolphus should allow his father 
6000 florins annually, with the tiGe 
of Duke till bis death. “ He told us,” 
said Comines, “ that he would sooner 
throw the old man head-foremost 
down a well and jump in Tiimaslf 
afterwards. His father had been 
Duke forty-four years, and it was time 

t Pontus Payeu MS. • Ibtd. 
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fur ]um to reiiTe.’* Adolphus, being 
j^ua intractable, had bees kept in 
prison till after the death of Charles 
the Bold. To the memoi-able insurrec- 
idon of Ghent, in the time of the Lady 
Ibiy, he ovred his liberty. The insur- 
gent citizens took him from prison, and 
caused him to lead them in the foray 
against Toumay.^ Beneath the walls 
of that oity he was slain, and buried 
under its cathedral. And now, as li 
his offence had not been sufficiently 
atoned for by the loss of his ancestiai 
honours, his captivity, and his death, 
the earth, after the lapse of nearly a 
century, had cast lu'Tn forth from her 
bosom. There, once more beneath 
the sunlight, amid a ribald crew of a 
later geueration which had still pre- 
served the memory of his sin, lay the 
body of the more than pamcide, 
whom “excellent spices” had thus 

E reserved from corruption, only to j 
e the mark of scorn and demoniac j 
laughter.’ 

A large assemblage of rioters, grow- 
ing in numbers as they advanced, 
swept over the provmoe of Toumay, 
after accomplis^g the sack of the 
city churches. Armed with halberds, 
hammers, and pitchforks, they carried 
on the war, day after day, against the 
images. At the convent of Alar- 
chiermee, considered by contempo- 
raries the most beautiful abbey in aU 
the Netherlands, they halted to sing 
the ten commandments isr hfarot's 
verse. Hardly had the vast chorus 
finished the precept agamst graven 
images: — 

Tailler ne to feras imaig« 

De quelque choBO que ce Bolt, 

By honneur luy £eU8 ou hommaigo* 

Bon Bleu jalousie ca resoit, 

w^n the whole mob seemed seized 
with sudden nuidneBB. Without wait- 
ing to complete the Psalm, they 
fastened upon the company of moible 
xni^yr^ as if they had possessed sen- 
sibility to feel the blows inflicted. In 
an hour they had laid the whole in 
ruins.^ 

Having accomplished this deed, 
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they swept on towards Anohin. Here, 
however, they were confronted hy the 
Seigneur de la Tour, who, at the head 
of a small company of peasants, at- 
tacked the marauders gain^ a 
complete victory. Five or six hun- 
dred of them were slam, others iveie 
drowned in the river and adjacent 
swamps, the rest were dispersed.^ It 
was thus proved that a little moie 
spirit upon the part of the orderly 
portion of the inhabitants might have 
brought about a different result than 
the universal image-breaking. 

In Yalenciennea, “the tragedy,” as 
an eye-witness calls it, was performed 
upon Saint Bartholomew’s day. It 
was, however, only a tragedy of 
statues. Hardly as many sensclosi 
stones were victims as there weic to 
be living Huguenots sacrificed in a 
single city upon a Baitholomew which 
was fast approaching. In the Valen- 
ciennes massacre not a human being 
was injuied. 

Such in general outline and in cer- 
tain individnal details, was the cele- 
brated iconomaoby of the Nether- 
lands. Tbs movement was a sudden 
explosion of popular revenge against 
the symbols of that Church b^ which 
the Beformers had been enduring such 
terrible persecution. It was also an 
expression of the general sympathy 
for the doctrines which had taken pos- 
session of 'the national heart It w.is 
the depravation of that instinct which 
had in the beginning of the summer 
drawn Calvinists and Lutherans forth 
in armed bodies, twenty thousand 
strong, to worship God in the open 
fields. The difference between the 
two phenomena was, tliat the field- 
preachmg was a crime committed by 
the whole mass of the Reformers; 
men, women, and children confronting 
the penalties of death, by a general de- 
teimination, while the Image-breaking 
was the act of a small portion of the 
populace. A hundred xiersons belong- 
ing to the lowest order of society 
sufficed for the desecration of the 
Antwerp churches. It - was, said 

’ Nio. Burgundi, ubl sup. F<k ras Fayen 
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Orange, "a mere Iianciful of rabble," 
who did the deed.^ Sir BichaM 
Clough saw ten or twelye persona 
entimy sack chmch after church, 
while ten thousand spectators looked 
on, indifferent or horror struck. The 
bauds of iconoclasts were of the lowest 
character, and few in number Fei 
haps the largest assemblage if as that 
winch ravaged the province of Tour 
nay, but t1^ was so weak as to be 
entirely routed by a small and deter 
mmed force The duty of repression 
devolved upon both Catholics and 
Protestants H either party stiiied All 
seemed overcome with special wondei 
as the tempest swept ovei the land 
The imiiisters of the Beformed rob 
gion, and the chiefs of the libeial 
laitj, all denounced the image bleak 
uig Piancia Jumua^ bitterly i egret 
led such excesses Ambiose IVille, 
pure of all paiticipation m the crime, 
stood up before ten thousand Be 
formers at Tournay — even while the 
storm was ragmg m the neighbouring 
cities, and when many voices aiound 
bun were hoarsely commanding simi 
jar depravities — to rebul e the out 
riges by which a sicicd cuse was 
disgraced ’ The Prince of Orange, in 
his private letters, deplored the riots, 
and stigmatised the perpetrators Even 
Biederode, while, as buzeram of his 
city of Viane, he oidered the images 
theio to be quietly token •‘from the 
chinches, characterised this popular 
insuiiection as insensate and dagi 
tious * Many of the leading oonfede 
rates not only were offended with the 
proceedmgs, but m their eagerness to 
chastise the iconoclasts and to escape 
fiom a league of which they were 
weary, began to take seveie measaies 
against the mmisters and Beformers, 
of whom they had constituted them 
selves^n April the especial protectors 
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The next remarkable chaiaotenstia 
of these tumults was the almost entir^ 
abstmence of the noters from peraonsT 
outrage and from pillage The testi 
mony of a very bitter, but honest 
Cathoho at Valenciennes, is remark 
able upon this pomt “ Certain chro- 
mclers,” said be, “have greatly mis 
taken the character of this image 
bieakmg It has been said that tiie 
Calvinists killed a hundred priests m 
this city, cutting some of Idiom mto 
pieces, and buimng others over a slow 
fire IieTnernberveryweUeoerythmgvihteh 
happenedupon that abominable day, and 
I can alhim that not a single priest was 
injuied The Huguenots took good 
care not to tnjtu e in any leay the living 
images’ ■* This was the cose every 
while Cathohe and Pi otestont writers 
agiee that no deeds of violence were 
committed against man or woman ° 

It would be also very easy to ao> 
cumulate a vast vvcigut of testimony 
as to their forbearance from rubbery 
They destroyed for destruction s sake, 
not ioT purposes of plunder Althoogh 
belonging to the lowest classes of so 
mety, they left heaps of jewellery, of 
gold and silvei plate, of costly embroi- 
deiy, lymg unheeded upon the ground. 
They felt mstmctively that a gieat 
passion would be contaminated by 
admixtuie with paltry motives In 
Elandeis a company of iiotiis hanged 
one of their own number for steohug 
articles i >0 the value of fiv e shillings ^ 
In Valenciennes the iconoclasts were 
offered laige sums u they would le- 
fram fiom desecratiug the chmehes 
of that city, but they rejected the 
proposal with disdam The honest 
Catholic burgher who recorded the 
fact, observed that be did so because 
of tlie many misiepresontations on the 
subject, not because he wished to 
flatter heiesy and lebeUion ° 

^Giocay PiJistj Aid ivoB etc u 261, 
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At Tonmay, fhe greatest, scrupu- 
J^osuesB vrss o^erred upon this point. 
The floor of the cathedm was strewn 
with “ pearls and precious atones, with 
dial ices and reliquaries of silver and 
gold;” but the ministers of the Re- 
formed religion, in company with the 
magistrates, came to the spot, and 
found no difficulty, although utterly 
without power to prevent the storm, 
in taking quiet possession of the wreck, 
"We had everything of value,” says 
Procureur-Qdndral De la Barre, “ care- 
fully mventoned, w'eighed, locked in 
chests, and placed under a strict guard 
in the prison of the Halle, to which 
one set of keys were given to the 
ministers, and another to the magis- 
tratea”* Who will data to censure in 
very severe language thia havoc among 
stocka and atones in a land where so 
many hving men and women, of more 
value than many atatues, had been 
slaughtered by the Inquieitiou, and 
where Alva’s "Blood Tribunal” was 
BO soon to eclipse ejvm that terrible in- 
stitution in the number of its victims 
and the amount of its confiscations! 

Tet the effect of the riots was des- 
tined to be moat diaostrous for a time 
to t^ refonmng party. It furnished 
plausible escuses for many lukewarm 
friends of their cause to withdraw from 
all connexion with it.‘ Egmont de- 
nounced the proceedings as highly 
flagitious, and busied himself with 
punishing the criminale in Flanders.’ 
The Regent was beside herself with 
indignation and terror. Philip, when 
ho heard the news, fell into a paroxysm 
of frenzy. " It shall cost them dear ' ” 
he cned, ae he tore his beard for rage, 
" it shall cost them dear I 1 swear it 
by the soul of my father ! ” * The Re- 
formation in the Hetherlande, by the 
fury of these fanatics, was thus mads 
apparently to abandon the high ground 
upon which it had stood in the early 
summer. The sublime spectacle of the 


multitudinous fidd-preaohiug was sul- 
lied by the excesses of the imago, 
breaking. . The re^ous war, hefoiu 
imminent, heoame inevitahle. 

Kevart^leas, the first xffect of the 
tnmhlts was a temporary advantage to 
the Reformers. A great concession w os 
extorted from the fears of the Duchess 
Regent/nrho was certainly placed in a 
terrible position. Her conduct was 
not heroic, although she might be for- 
given for trepidation. Her treachery, 
however, under these trying circum- 
stances, was less venial At three 
o'clock in the morning of the 22d of 
August,® Orange, Egmont, Horn, Hoog- 
sti oaten, hfansfeld, and others, weie 
summoned to the palace. They found 
her ah-eady equipped for flight, siu- 
rounded by her waiting-women, chani- 
berlaina and lackeys, while the mules 
and hackneys stood harnessed m the 
court-yard, and her bodyguard wcie 
prepared to mount at a moment’s 
notice.’ She announced her intention 
of retreating at once to Mons, in which 
city, owing to Aerschot’s care, she 
hoped to find refuge against the fury 
of the rebellion then sweeping the 
country. Her alarm was almost be- 
yond control. She was certain that 
the stoi-m was ready to burst upon 
, Brussels, and that every Cathoho w.is 
I about to be massacred before her eyea 
Aremherg, Berlaymont, and Noircar- 
mes, wei« with tiie Duchess when the 
ether seigniors arrived. 

A part of the Duke of Aemcliot’s 
company had been ordered out to 
escort the projected flight to klons. 
Orange, Hum, Egmont, and Huog- 
straaten implored her to desist from 
her fatal resolution. They represented 
that such a retreat before a mob would 
bo the very means of ruining the coun- 
try, They denounced all persons who 
had counselled the scheme, os enemies 
of his klajesty and herself. They pro- 
tested their readmess to die at her feel 
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in her dr fence^ but besought her not 
to abandon the post of duty m the 
hour of peril While they were thus 
anxiously debating, VigUus entered 
the chamber Wil^ te^ streaming 
down her cheeks, Maigaret turned to 
the aged President, uttei mg fierce le 
piooches and desponding lamentations 
VigUuB brought the news that fhe citi 
zens had taken possession of the gates, 
and were resolved not to permit her 
departure fiom the city He icmind 
ed her, according to the indispensable 
practice of all wise counsellors, that 
he had been constantly predictmg this 
result He, howe\er, ^iled in admi 
nistenng much consolation, or in siig 
gesiing any i emedy He was, m tnilh, 
m as gieat a panic as herself, and it 
was, according to the statement of the 
Duress, mamly in older to save the 
Piesident horn threatened danger, that 
she eventually resolved to make con 
cessions ** Vighus,** wrote Margaret 
to Phihp, '^18 so much afraid of being 
cut to pieces, that his timidity has be 
come moi edible Upon the worm 

aoBuiance of Count Horn, that he w ould 
enable her to escape from the city, 
should it become necessary, or w ould 
penab in the attempt — a promise in 
which he was seconded by the rest of 
the seigmors — she consented to remain 
foi the day in her palace ^ Mausfeld 
was appointed captain gencial of the 
city, Eginont, Horn, Oiaiige/and the 
otheis agieed to sezae undei hi& otdei^, 
and all went down togctlici to the 
Town House The magistiates wcie 
summoned, a general meeting of the 
citizens was convened, and the an 
nounoement made of Mamfeld’a ap 
pomtment, together with an earnest 
appeal to nil honest men to BU]iport 
the go\ <*mment The appeal was an 
fiweied by a shout of nrsmimous ap 
probatiisn, on enthusiastic piomise to 
live or die with tiio Regent, and the 
expression of a resolution to permit 
neither Reformed preachmg nor image 
breaking withm the city ^ 

hTevertheleBB at seven o^clock in the 
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evening, the Dui^eaa again sent foi the 
stignioTS She informed them that shev 
had leceived fieth and certain infor- 
mation that the churches were to be 
sacked that very night, that Tiglius, 
Beilaymont, and Arcmberg were to be 
killed, and that herself and Bgmont 
were to be taken prisoners. She re- 
peated many tunes that she had been 
ill advised, expressed bitter regret at 
havmg d^erred her flight from the 
city, and called upon those who had 
obsti noted her plan, now to fnlfll their 
promises Turning fleredy upon Count 
Horn, she uttered a volley of reproaches 
upon his share m the transaction "You 
are the cause," said she, "that I am 
now m this position Why do you not 
ledeem } our pledge, and enable me to 
leaae the place atonce>”* Eom re 
plied that he was ready to do so if she 
were resoh ed to stay no longer Ha 
would at the msfcant cut hiaway through 
the guard at the Caudenberg gate, and 
bimg her out in safety, or die m the 
eifoit At the some tune, he ossmed 
her that he gave no faith to the idle 
reports flying about the city, reminded 
hei that nobles, magistrates and citi- 
zens were united m her defence, and, 
m biief, used the same arguments 
which hod befoie been used to pacify 
her alaim Ihe nobles were again 
successful in enfoicmg their counsels, 
the Puchoss was spaied the ignommy 
and the disaster of a letreat before an 
msuirectibn ahicn a as only directed 
against statues, and the ecclesiastical 
tieasuies of Brussels ueie Baviaxfrom 
saci liege ■' 

On toe 2oto August c-me toe crown- 
mg act of what the Beformera con- 
Eidcied their most complete tnumph, 
and toe Begent her deepest degrada- 
tion It uas found necessary, under 
the alaimmg aspect of afiairs, that 
libel ty of woiship, in places where it 
had been already established, should 
be accorded to toe new religion Ar- 
ticles of agreement to tbis effect were 
accordingly drawn up and exchanged 
betwee n toe government and Louis of 
sjbid Ibid Ibid. Correspondanco de 
blaigr d Autnebe, ubi sup Cornupondanco 
de Philippe II i ubi sup Groen v Friiisl , 
Archives, iL 237, 2Sii Hepper, "* 
Ucm., 2% 
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STawaa, oiiteuded by fifteen others of 
^e oonfederaoy. A corresponding 
ptedga was signed by them, that so 
long as the fUgent was true to her 
engagement, they would consMer their 
previously existing league annulled, 
and would assist cordially in evet7 en- 
deavour to maintain tranquillitJJ and 
support the authority of his Majesty. 
The important Accord was then duly 
signed by the Duchess. It declared 
that the Inquisition was nbohahed, thivt 
his Majesty would soon issue a new 
general edict, expressly and unequivo- 
vocally protecting the nobles againsl 


all evil consequences from past tmuii. 
actions, that they were to be employed 
in the royal service, and that public 
preaching according to the forms of 
the new religion was toabe practised 
in places where it had already taken 
place. Letters general were immefli- 
ately despatched to the senates of all 
the citffis, proclaiming these articles of 
agreement, and ordering their execu. 
tion.' Thus for a fieeting moment 
there was a thrill of joy throughout 
the Netherlands. The Inquisition was 
iihought tor ever aWiriliei — the ora ol 
religions reformation arriveA 
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Ecmout in Flanders, Oiange at Ant- 
werp, Horn at Tonmay, Hoogstraaten 
at Mechlin, were exerting themselves 
to suppress msuirectian and to avert 
ruin.* Tyhat, meanwhile, was the 
policy of the government* The secret 
course pursued both at Brus^ls and at 
Madrid may be condensed into the 
usual formula— dissimulation, pfocras- 
tinatioD, and again dismmulation- 
It is at ibis point necessary to take 
a rapid survey of the open and tho 
secret proceedings of the King »nd his 
representatives from the momont at 
■wba*! vaih VLoifragtiy aTrrrvi 

in MadriA Those ill-fated gentlemen 
had been received with apparent cor- 
diality, and admitted to frequent, but 
unmeaning, interviews with his Ma- 
jesty. The current npon which they 
were embarked was deep and treacho- 
rous, but it was smooth and rerf slow. 
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They assured the King that his lettm, 
ordering the rigorous execution of tho 
Inquisition and edicts, hail engendered 
all the evils under which tho provincra 
were labouring They told him that 
Spaniaras and tools of Spaniards had 
attempted to govern the country, to 
the exclusion of native citixens and 
nobles, but that it would soon be found 
that Netberlanders were not to bo 
trodden upon like the abject inhabi- 
tants of Milan, Naples, and Sicily* 
Such words as these struck with an 
unacoustomed sound upon the royal 
vat, Veft, Vue wmiyB, w^o were kaVn 
Catholic and loyal, had no idea, in 
thus expressing their opinidhs, ac- 
cording to their sense of duty, and in 
obedience to tho King’s desire, upon 
the causes of the discontent, that they 
were committing an act of high treason. 

"When the news of the public preach- 
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jtg reoabed Spain, there were almost 
doily coDBultalions at the grove of 
Segovia. The eminent peisonages who 
composed the royal coimcil were the 
Duke of idra the Count de Feria, 
Don Antonia de Toledo, Bon Juan 
Kanrique de Lara, Buy Oomez, Qui- 
zada, Councillor Tisnaoq, recently ap- 
pointed President of the State tiouncil, 
and Councillor Hopper.^ Six Spa- 
niards and two NetWlandcrs, one of 
whom, too, a man of dull intellect and 
thoroughly subservient chaiacter, to 
deal with the local affairs of the Nether- 
Lmds in a time of intense excitement ' 
The instructions of the envoys had 
been to represent the necessity of ac- 
cording three great points — abolition 
of the Inquisition, moderation of the 
edicts, according to the draft prepared 
in Brussels, and on ample pardon for 
post transactions There was much 
debate upon all these propasitions.* 
Philip said little, but he listened at- 
tentively to the long discoursee in 
council, and ha took on incredible 
quantity of notes. It wss the general 
....opinion that this last demand on the 
pai-t of the Netherlanders was the 
loiirth link in the chain of treason. 
The first hod been the oabal by which 
Qranvelle hod been expelled; the 
necond, the mission of Eginont, the 
main object of which had been to pro- 
cure a modification of the state coun- 
cil, in order to bring that bd^y under 
the control of a few haughty and re- 
bellious nobles; the third had been 
the_ presentation of the insolent and 
seditious request; and now, to crown 
the whole, came a proposition embody- 
ing the three points-^holition of the 
Inquisition, revocation of the edicts, 
and a pardon to criminals, for whom 
death was the only sufficient punish- 
ment® 

With regard to these three points, 
it was, after much wrangling, decided 
to gi^t them under certain restric- 
tions. To abolish the Inquisition 
would he to remove the only instru- 
ment by which the Church bad been 
accustomed to regulate the consciences 
end the _IootrineB of its subjeoia. It 

1 Hoppw, Boc. et Hem., 8S. 
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would be equivalent to a concession of 
religious freedom, at least to indivi- 
dui& within their own domiciles, than - 
which no concession could be more 
pernicious.^ HevertheleBs, it might he /* 
advisable to permit the temporary ces- 
sation of the Papal Inquisition, now ^ 
tbatthe Episcopal Inquisitionhad been ‘ 
so miudi enlarged and strengthened lu 
the Netherlands, on the condition that 
this branch of the institution should 
be mamtained in energetic condition.* 
AVith regard to the M^eration, it was 
thought berter to defer that matter till 
the proposed visit of his Majesty to 
the provinces. If, however, the Regent 
should think it absolutely necessary to 
make a change, she must cause a new 
draft to he made, as that which had 
been sent was not found admissible.* 
Touching the pardon general, it would 
be necessary to make many conditions 
and restrictions before it could be 
granted. Provided these were suffi- 
ciently minute to exclude all persons 
whom it might be found desirable to 
chastise, the amnesty was possible. 
Otherwise it was quits ont ot the 
question. 

Meantime, Margaret of Farms had 
been urging her brother to come to a 
decision, paintmgthe distracted condi- 
tion of the country in the liveUest 
Dolours, and insisting, although pei^ 
fectly aware of Philip’s private senti- 
ments, iipon a favourable decision as 
to the tl^e points demanded by the 
envoys. Especially she urged her in- 
capacity to resist any rebellion, and 
demanded succour of men and money 
in case the "Moderation" were not 
accepted by his Majesty. 

It was the lost day of July before 
the King wrote at all, to communicate 
his decisions upon the crisis which had 
occurred in the first week of April 
The disorder for which he had iin^y 
prepared a prescription had, before his 
letter arnved, alre.wly pass^ through 
its subsequent stages of the 
preaching and the image-breaking. Of 
course these fresh symptoms would 
require much consultation, pondering; 
and note-taking before they could be 
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.dealt with. In the meantime they 
Would he considered as not yet ba\dng 
toppened. This was the masterly pro- 
erastinalaon ol the soTereign, when his 
proyinces were in a blaze. 

He wrote accordingly to say that the 
pardon, under certam conditions, might 
he granted, and that the Papal Inquisi- 
tion might cease — ^the biwops now 
being present in such numbers, “to 
take core of their flocks,” and the 
Bjnscopal InquiWiion being therefore 
established upon 'so secure a basis.^ 
He added, that if a modeiation of the 
edicts were still desired, a new project 
might be sent to Madrid, as the one I 
brought by Berghen and Montigny was 
not satisfactoiy.^ In arranging this 
wonderful scheme for compoeing the 
tumults, which had grown out of a 
determined rebellion to the Inquisition 
in any form, he followed not only the 
advice, but Wopted the exact language, 
of his councillors. 

Certainly, here was not much en- 
couragement for pahlotio hearts m the 
Netherlands. A pardon, so restricted 
that none were likely to he forgiven 
save those who hiid done no wrong, an 
Episcopal Inquisition stimulated to re- 
newed exertions, on the ground that 
the papal functionaries were to be dis- 
charged; and a promise that, although 
the proposed moderatian of the edicts 
seemed too mild for the monarch's ac- 
ceptance, yet at some future period 
another project would be manured for 
settling We matter to universal satisfac- 
tion — such were the propositions of the 
Crown. Nevertheless, Phihp thought 
he had gone too far, even in adminis- 
tering this meagre amount of mercy, 
and that he hod been too frank in em- 
ploying BO slender a deception, as in 
the scheme thus sketched. He there- 
fore snmmoned a notaiy, before whom, 
in presence of the Duke of Alva, the 
Licentiate Menchaca and Dr Yelasco, 
he declared that, although he had just 

1 authorised Margiret of Parma, by force 
of circumstances, to grant pardon to 
all those who had been compromised 
In the late disturbances of the Nether- 
iands, yet a s he 4iad not done this 
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spontaneously nor freely, he did not 
conrider himBelf bound by the autho- 
risation, but that, on tlie contrary, he 
reserved his right to punish all the 
gmlty, and particularly those who hai] 
been the authors and encouragers of 
the sedition.^ 

So much for the pardon promised in 
his ofScfel correspondence. 

With regard to the concessions, 
which be supposed himself to have 
made in the matter of the Inquisition 
and the edicts, he saved his conscience 
by another process. Revoking with 
his right hand all which his left had 
been doing, he had no sooner de- 
spatched his letters to the Duchess 
Regent than he sent off another to his 
envoy at Rome.* In this despatch he in- 
structed Requesens to inform the Pope 
os to the recent royal decisions upon the 
three points, and to atate that there 
had not been time to consult his Holi- 
ness beforehand. Nevertheless, con- 
tinued Phihp “the prudent," it nai 
perhaps better thru, since the aboliltvn 
could have no force, unless the Pope, 
whom the institution had been estab 
lished, consented to its suspension. 
This matter, however, rcau to he kept a 
pTOformd secret.'^ Bo much for the In- 
quisition matter. The papal institu- 
tion, notwithstanding the official 
letters, was to exist, unless the Pope 
chose to destroy it; and his Holiness, 
as we baVe seen, had sent the Arch- 
bishop of Sorrento, a few weeks before, 
to Brussels, for the purpose of concert- 
ing seciet measures for strengthening 
the “ Holy Office " in the provinces. 

With regard to the propsod mode- 
ration of the edicts, PhUip informed 
Pius the fifth, through Requesens, 
that the project sent by the Duchess 
not havmg been approved, orders 
had been transmitted for a new draft, 
in which all tho articles presiding 
for the severe pumshment of heretics 
were to be retained, while alterations, to 
be agreed upon by the state and pnvy 
councils, and the knights of the Fleece, 
weie to be adopted— certainly in no 
sense of clemency. On the contrary, 
the King assured his Eolineas ^ that li 
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tho severity of chaetieement should he 
tnitigaled the least in the world bv 
the new articles, they wotdd in no 
case receive the royal approbation. 
Philip further implored the Pope 
"not to be scandalized” with regard 
to tho proposed pardon, as it would be 
by no means extended to o|runders 
against religion. All this was to be 
kept entii ely secret. The King added, 
that rather than permit the least pi e- 
judice to the ancient religion, he a ould 
sacrifice all his states, and lose a hun- 
dred hvcs if ho had so many ; for he 
would never consent to be the sove- 
reign of heretics He said ha would 
nirange the tioublea of the Kether- 
lands, without violence, if possible, be- 
cause forcible measures would cause 
the entire destruction of the coimtiy. 
Nevertheless they should be employed, 
if his purpose could be accomplished 
in no other way. In that case the 
King would himself be the executor of 
bis own design, without allowing the 
■ peril which he should incur, nor the 
ruin of the provinces, nor that of his 
other realms, to iirevent him from do- 
ing all which a Christian prince was 
bound to do, to maintain the CathoUc 
religion and the authority of the Holy 
See, as well as to testify his personid 
regud for the rei gning pontifi^ whom 
he BO much loved and esteemed.^ 

Here was plain speaking Hjre were 
all the coming honors distinctly fore- 
shadowed. Here was the tiuth told 
to the only being uitli whom Philip 
ever was sinccic. Yet even on this 
occasion, he peimitted himseU a false- 
hood by which his Hobness was not 
deoeivei Philip had no intention of 
going to the Netherlands in pcisou, 
and the Pope knew that he had none. 
" I feel it in my bones,” said Granvolle, 
mournfully, " that nobody m Borne 
^ beheve^ in his Majesty's j'oumey to 
the provinces." “ From that time for- 
ward, however, the King began to pro- 
mise this visit, which was held out as 
. a panacea for every ill, and made to 
serve os an excuse for constant delay. 

It may well be supposed that if 

1 Corres^^dauce do Phllippo 11., n 445. 
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Philip’s secret policy had been tho^ 
roughly understood in theNetheilandr, 
the outbreak would have come sooner. 
On the receipt, however, of the publie 
de^atches fiom Madrid, tho admini- 
stration 111 Brussels made great efforts 
to represent their tenor os highly satis- 
&ctory. The Papal Inquisition was 
to be abolished, a pardon was to be 
granted, a new moderation was to be 
airanged at some indefinite period; 
what more would men have* Yet 
without seeing the face of the cards 
the people suspected the real truth, 
and Orange was convinced of it. Yig- 
liuB ivrote that if the King did not 
make his intended visit soon, he would 
come too late, and that every week 
moie harm was done byprocrastmation 
than could be repaired by months of 
labour and perhaps by toneuts of 
blood * What the precise process was, 
thiough which Philip was to cure all 
disoiders by his simple presence, the 
President did not explam. 

As for the measures propounded by 
the King after so long a delay, they 
were, of course, worse than useless; 
for events had been marching while he 
had been musing. Tho course sug- 
gested was, according to Viglius, but 
“ a plaster for a wound — ^but a drag- 
cliam foi the wheel.” * He urged that 
the convocation of the states-generol 
was the only remedy for the penis in 
w'hich th^couutiy was involved, un- 
less the lung should eome in person. 
He, howei er, expressed the hope that, 
by geneial eonsultation, some means 
would be devised by whieh, if not a 
good, at least a less desperate aspect 
would be given to pubhc affairs, “so 
that the cominonwe^th, if fall it must, 
might at least fall upon its feet like a 
cat, and break its legs i-ather than its 
nedc.”* 

Notwithstanding this highly figura- 
tive view' of the subject, and notwith- 
standing the uigent lejiresentations of 
Duchess Hargaiet to her brother, that 
nobles and people were all clamouring 
about the necessity of convening the 
states-geneial,'’ Philip ^ras true to his 
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.instiittcts on tiiia as on the other ques- | 
'Vons. He knew very well that the 
Ftates^eneral of the Netherlands and 
Spanish despotism were incompatible 
ideas, and he recoiled from the idea of 
the assembly with infinite aversion. 
Au the same time, a little wholesome 
deception could do no harm. He wrote 
to the Duchess, therefore, that he was 
determined never to allow the states- 
general to be convened. He forbade 
her to consent to the step under any 
circumstances, but ordered her to keep 
his prohibition a profound secret. He 
wished, he said, the people to think 
that it was only for the moment that 
the convocation was forbidden, and 
that the Duchess was expecting to re- 
ceive the necessary permission at an- 
other time. It was his desire, he dis- 
tinctiy stated, that the people should 
not despair of obtaining the assembly, 
hut he was resolved neier to consent to 
the step, for he knew very well whiit 
was meant by a meeting of the states- 
peneraL* * Certainly after so ingenuous 
but secret a declaration from the dis- 
mple of klacchiavelli, Hargaret might 
well ennsider the arguments to be used 
afterward by herself and others, in 
favour of the ardently-desired measure, 
ea qmte superfluous 

Such, then, was the policy secretly 
resolved upon by Fhihp, even before 
he heard of the startlmg events which 
were afterwards to break upon him. 
He would momtam the Inquisition 
and the edicts; he would exterminate 
the heretics, even if he lost all his 
realms and his own hfe in the cause; 
he would never hear of the national re- 
presentatives commg together. IVhat, 
then, were likely to be his emotions 
when he should be told of twenty 
thousand armed heretics assembling 
at one spot, and fifteen thousand at 
onoidier, in almost every town in every 
province, to practise their blasphemous 
rites; when he should be told of the 
whirlwind which had swept all the 
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ecclesiastical aociimulations of ages out 
of existence; when he should lead 
Margaret’s despairing letters, in which 
she acknowledged that she had at lest 
committed an act unworthy of God, of 
her King, and of heraelf,-* m permit 
ting hberty of worship to the rone 
gades from the ancient chuiuh ! 

The account given by the DucLca 
was, in truth, very dismal. She 
that grief consumed her soul and ciiia 
son suffused her cheeks while she le- 
latod the recent transactions. She toil]: 
Qod to witness that she had losisW 
long; that she had passed many slci'p 
less nights; that she had hec-n u.i,tca 
uith fever and mief.* After tlin jieei- 
tential preface ^e confessed tlmt, brain 
a prisoner and almost besieged in her 
palace, sick in body and sou], ^l,c ipd 
promised pardon and security to tlm 
confederates, with hbei-ty of hoMiipn 
assemblies to heretics in places ulu c 
the piactice had already obtiiinil. 
These concessions had been made i al i 
until the King, by and witli tlio O'n 
sent of the stotes-general, shmilpl (itC 
nitely arrange the matter. She 
iowryer, that she had given hri m 
sent to these two demands, not in tin 
royal name, but in her own. Tlic Kin; 
was not bound by her pronii-n, .I'nl 
she expressed ike hope that )„< v 'uH 
have no regard to any such olili^.it.'ii. 
She fu^ber implored her bi.Aher to 
come forth as soon as possible to cine 
the mjunes inflicted upon the ancioi' 
church, adding, that if deimveJ oi 
that consolation, she shoubl incoiit. 
nently depart this life. That lin[. 
alone would prevent her deatli.* 

This was certainly strong laimi.in 
She was also very explicit in lici a' 
presentations of the influence ul'id 
had been used by certain peisonriH 
to prevent the exercise of any antl.< . 
rity upon her own part. 
fore,” said Margaret, “ I eat iny heiu*, 
and shall never have peace till t!u 
arrival of your Majesty.”® 


OBtrada, ubi sup. Corrospoiid.oiLC b 
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taiohe 202. ^ 


15G6.] 

There was no doubt who those per- 
sonages were who, as it was pretended, 
had thus held the Duchess in bondage, 
and compelled her to grant these in- 
famous con^eBslons. In her secret 
Italian letters, she furnished the King 
with a tissue of most esitniTagant and 
improbable falsehoods, supphed to her 
mainly by Noircaimes and Minsfeld, 
as to the course pursued at this mo- 
mentous crisis by Orange, Egmont, 
Horn, and Eoogstraaten. They had 
all, she said, declared against God and 
religion.^ - Horn, at least, was for 
killing aU the priests and monks m the 
' country, if full satisfaction were not 
given to all the demands of the 
heretics Egmont had declared openly 
for the beggars, and was levying troops 
in Germany. Orange had &e firm in- 
tention of making himself master of 
the whole country, and of dividmg it 
among the other seigniors and him- 
seH.^ The Prince had said that if 
she took refuge in Kons, as she had 
proposed, they would instantly con- 
voke the states-geneial, and t^e aU 
necessaiy measures. Egmont had 
held the same language, saying that 
ha would march at the head of forty 
thousand men to besiege her in that 
city,^ All these seigmors, however, 
had avowed their determination to 
prevent her flight, to assemble the 
estates, and to &ag her by force be- 
fore the assembly, in older tfl compel 
her consent to eveiy measure which 
might be deemed expedient.'^ Under 
all these circumstances she hod been 
obliged to defer her retreat, and to 
moke the concessions which had ovet^ 
whelmed her with disgrace. 

With such infamous calumnies, 
utterly disproved by every fact m the 
case, and unsupported by a tittle of 
evidence, save the hearsay reports of 
a mam hke Koircarincs, did this 
" woman, nouri^ed at Home, in whom 
no one could put confidence,’’^ dig the 
graves of men who were doing their 
best to serve her. 

Philip’s rage at first hearing of the 
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image-breaking has been indicated. 

He was ill of an mtermittent fever at# 
the wood of Segovia when the nows 
anived,® and it may well be supposed 
that his wrath at these proceediuga 
was not likely to assuage his malady. 
Nevertheless, after the first burst of 
indignation, he found relief in his usual 
deception. While slowly maturing 
the most tremendous vengeance which 
anointed monaich ever dehberately 
wreaked upon his people, he wrote to 
say, that it was “his intention to treat 
his vassals and subjects in the pro- 
vinces like a good and clement prmce, 
not to lum them nor to put them into 
servitude, but to exercise all humanity, 
sweetness, and grace, avoiding idl 
haisliness ’’ ^ Such were the avowed 
intentions of the sovereign towards 
his people at the moment when the 
ten-ible Alva, who was to be the expo- 
nent of all this " humanity, sweetness, 
and grace,’’ was already beginning the 
preparations for his famous mvasion of 
the Netherlands. 

The essence of the compact agreed 
to upon the 23d August between the 
confederates and the Hcgent, was that 
the preaching of the Heformed rehgion 
should bo tolerated in places where it 
bad previously to that date been esta- 
blished. Upon this basis Egmont, 
Horn, Orange, Hoogstraaten, and 
others, ucre directed once more to 
attempt the pacification of the difiercut 
piovmces* 

Egmont departed for his govera- 
ment of Flanders, and from that mo- 
ment vanished all his pretensions, 
which at best had been slender enough, 
to tho character of a national chiet- 
tiun. During the whole of the year 
his course had been changeful He 
bod felt the influence of Orange ; he 
hod generous instincts ; he had much 
vamty; he had the piide of high i.uik, 
which did not easily biook the douu- 
nation of strangers, in a hind u Inch he 
considered himself and his conipecis 
entitled by their bii th to i ule. At tlini 
juncture, however, parti cularly 11 1100 
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jogtincts on tins as on the other ques- ecolesiaBtioal aeeumulations of ages out 
'iaons. Ho knew very well that the of esstence; when he should read 
*Etotea«eneral of the Hetherlands and Margaret’s despairing letters, in which ^ 
gnasush despotism were incompatible she acknowledged that ahe had at last 
ideas, and he recoiled from the idea of committed on act unwortay of God, of 
the assembly with infinite aversion, her King, and of hersolf,“ in pennit- 
Ao the same time, a httlo wholesome ting liberty of womhip to tto lenu- 
deception could do no harm. Ho wrote gades from the ancient church ! 
to the Duchess, therefore, that ha was The account given by the Duchess 
determined never to albm the states- was, in truth, very dismal. She said 
general to he convened. Ha forbade that grief consumed her soul and ciiia- 
hor to consent to the step under any son sufiFused her cheeks while the le- 
circumstances, but ordered her to freep lated the recent tranaoctions. Shu tuck 
ila prohiSAon a profamd seervA Ra God to mtnese that she bad redohd 
wished, he said, the people to think long; that sho had passed many deep 
that it was only for the moment that leas nights; that she had been wahted 
the convocation was forbidden, and with fever and gi-ief.* After this peni. 
that the Duchess was expecting to re- tentiai preface she confessed that, bouig 
ceive the necessary permission at an- a prisoner and almost besieged in her 
other time. It was his desire, he dia- palace, sick m body and soul, die had 
tinctly stated, that the people should promised paidon and security to the 
not deapair of obtaining the assembly, confederates, with hbeity of holdinq 
but he ima reiohed neief to consent to assemblies to heretics m places \ihi s 
the step, for ho knew very well what the practice had already obt.mii'l, 
was meant by a meeting of tbe states- These concessions had been made \ aUd 
genend.'^ Certainly after so ingenuous until tbe ICing, by and with the cue. 
but eecret a declaration from the dis- sent of the states-gcnenil, should dtll. 
eiple of MsocUiaveUi, Margarst might nitely arrange the matter. She stated, 
weU consider the arguments to be used however, that she had given her con 
afterward by herself and others, in sent to these two demands, not in the 
favour of the ardently-desired measure, royal name, but in her own. TliolCii'^ 
as quite superfluoua was not bound by her promise, ii"j 

Such, then, was the policy secretly she expressed the hope that he n oi'f 
resolved upon by FhUip, oven before have no regard to any ouch obbgatn'.i, 
he heard of the startling events which She further implored her hiotlici to 
were afterwards to break upon him. come forth as soon as possible to avoii;;: 
He would mamtam the Inquisition the injunes inflicted upon the anciont 
and the edicts; he would exterminate church, adding, that if dcpiived oi 
the heretics, even if he lost all his that consolation, she should inconti- - 
reahna and his own life in the cause; nently depart this life. That hoii 
he would never hear of the national re- alone would prevent her death.’ 
presentatives coming together. IVhat, This was certainly etning laiiguago. 
then, were likely to ho his emotions Sho was also very explicit in hei re 
when he should be told of twenty presentations of the influence whiili 
thousand armed heretics assembling had bean used h/ certain peesaO'Ki'j 
at one spot, and fifteen tbousaud at to prevent tbe exercise of any autlio 
another, m almost every town in every rity upon her own part, '• Wbere- 
province, to practise their blasphemous fore," said Margaret, “ I eat my heart, 
rites; when he should be told of the and shaU never have peace till the 
whirlwind which had swept all the arrival of your Majesty,”* 
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^ere was no doubt who those peiv 
aonages were who, as it was pretended, 
bad thus hdd the Cuehess in bondage, 
and compelled her to grant these in- 
famous copgesslons. In her secret 
Italian letters, she furnished the 
with a tissue of most extravagant and 
improbable falsehoods, supjjhed to her 
mainly by Noircarmes and Minsfeld, 
as to the course pursued at this mo- 
mentous crisis by Orange, Kgmont, 
Hem, and Hoogstraaten. They had 
all, she said, declared against God and 
religion.^ Horn, at least, was for 
kiUmg all the priests and monks m the 
’ county, if full satisfaction were not 
given to aU the demands of the 
heretics Egmont hod declaied openly 
for the beggars, and was levying ti oops 
m Germany, Orange had the him in- 
tention of making himself master of 
the whole country, and of dividing it 
among the other seigniors and him- 
self.’ The Prince had said that if 
she took refuge in Kona, as she had 
proposed, they would instantly con- 
voke the states-general, and take all 
necessary measures. Egmont had 
held the same language, saying tlmt 
he would march at the head of forty 
thousand men to besiege her in that 
city.’ All these seigniors, however, 
hod avowed their determination to 
prevent her flight, to assemble the 
estates, and to diag her by force be- 
fore the assembly, m order td compel 
her consent to every measure which 
might bo deemed expedient.'* Under 
all these circumstancea she hod been 
obliged to defer her retreat, and to 
moke the concessions which had over- 
whelmed her with disgrace. 

With such infamous calumnies. 
Utterly disproved by every fact in the 
case, and imsupported by a tittle of 
evidence, save the heainay reports of 
a maiy like Noircarmes, did this 
“woman, nourished at Rome, in whom 
no one could put confidence,”’ dig the 
graves of men who were doing their 
beat to serve her. 

Philip’s rage at first hearing of the 
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image-breaking has been indicated. 
He was ill of an intei’mitteut fever at^ 
the wood of Segovia when the nows 
arrived,'' and it may well be supposed 
that his wrath at these proceedings 
was not likely to assuage his malady. 
Heverthelesa, after the first burst of 
indignation, he found relief m his usual 
deception. While slowly maturing 
the most tremendous vengeance which 
anointed monarch ever dehberately 
wreaked upon his people, he 'wrote to 
say, that it was “ his mtention to treat 
his vassals and subjects in the pro- 
vinces like a good and clement prince, 
not to lum them nor to put them into 
servitude, but to exercise all humanity, 
sweetness, and grace, avoidmg all 
harshness." ’’ Such were the avowed 
intentions of the sovereign towards 
his people at the moment when the 
terrible Alva, who was to be the expo- 
nent of all this “ humanity, sweetness, 
and gi-ace,” was already beginning the 
preparations for his famous invasion of 
the Netheilands. 

The essence of the compact agreed 
to upon the 23d Aiigu-.t between the 
confederates and the Regent, was that 
the pi caching of the Reformed religion 
should bo tolerated in places where it 
h.ad pi eviously to that date been esta- 
blished Upon this basis Egmont, 
Horn, Orange, Hoogstraaten, and 
others, were directed once moie to 
attempt the pacification of the chflcrcut 
pioMiicosf 

Egmont departed for his govern- 
meut of Flanders, and from that mo- 
ment vanished all his pretensions, 
which at best had been slender enough, 
to the character of a national chiet- 
toin. Dm mg the whole of the year 
his course had been changeful. He 
had felt the mflucnce of Orange ; he 
had generous instincts ; he h,ad much 
vanity; he h.ad the piide of high laiik, 
which did not easily bi ook the doim- 
nation of Btiangcrs, in a l.'iid which ho 
conbiilci..d hiiiiaclf and his compeers 
entitled by thou' biithtorule. At this 
jimcture, however, particularly when 

• Croon V. Pi inst Archives, etc , il. 401 
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ra thecompsmyof Noircarmes, Berlaj- 1 
md Viglitis, he expressed, not- 
injhBtanding their caliimnioua mia- 
■tateinents, the deepest detestation of 
the heretice.^ He was a fenrent Ca- 
tholic, and ho regarded the image- 
hreaking as an unpardonable crime. 

" We must take up arms,” said he, 
“sooner or later, to bring these Re- 
formers to reason, or they will end by 
lanng down the law for us.” * On the 
ouier hand, his anger would be often 
appeased by the grare but giacioua 
remonstrances of Orange, During a 
of the summer, the Reformers 
been so strong in Flanders that 
upon a single day sixty thousand 
armed men had been assembled at the 
different field-preachings witliin that 
pro^ee. "All they needed was a 
Jacquamart, or a Philip van Artevelde," 
says a Catholic contmporary, "but 
they wonld have scorned to march 
under the banner of a brewer; having 
dared to raise their eyes for a chief, to 
the moatiUuatrioua unriior of his age,* 
Ko doubt, had Fgmoiit ever listened 
to these aspirations, be might have 
taken the field against tlie government 
with on invincible force, seized the 
capital, imprisoned the Regent, and 
mastered the whole country, which 
was entirely defenceless, befoi o Philip 
would have had time to write more 
than ten despatches upon the subject 
These hopes of tlie Reformers, if 
hopes they could bo called, '^•ere now 
destined to be most bitterly disap- 
pomted. B^ont entered flandcr^ 
not as a chief of rebels— not as a w'lse 
pacificator — but as an unscrupulous 
partisan of government, disposed to 
take summary vengeance on all sus- 
pected persons who should fall in his 
way. He ordered numerous executions 
of image-breakei'B and of other heretics. 
The whole province was m a state of 
alarm; for, although he had not been 
furnished by the Regent with a strong 
body of ti-oops, yet the name of the 
ccmqneror at Saint Quentin and Grave- 
lines was worth many regiments His 


severity Tvas excessive.* His sanguin- 
ary exertions were ably seconded also 
by his seeretaay Bakkeizeel, a man 
who exercised the greatest influence 
over his chief, and wh^ was now 
fiercely atoning for havmg signed tbs 
compromise by persecu'Ung those whom 
tl^t le^e had been formed to pro- 
tect. "Amid all the perplexities of 
the Duchess Regent,” says a Walloon 
historian, "this virtnoiis princess was 
consoled by the exploits of Bakkeivcel, 
agentlemon in Count Egmont’s sen ice. 
On one occasion he hanged twenty 
heretics, includmg a minister, at a 
single heat.”® 

Such achievements as tliese by the 
liands or the orders of the cbstin- 
guished general who had been most 
abamdly held up as a possible protec- 
tor of civil and religious liberties 
of t.*ie coimtry, created profoimd sen- 
sation. Flanders and Artois were filled 
with the wives and children of sus- 
pected thousands who had fled the 
country to escape the wrath of Egmoiit* 
The cries and piteous lamentations of 
these unfortunate creatures were heard 
on every side. Count Louis was 
earnestly implored to intercede for the 
persecuted Reformers. "You who 
have been so nobly gifted by Heaven, 
you W'ho have good will and smgidsr 
bounty written upon your face," said 
Utenhove to Louis, " have the power 
to save ^hese poor victims from the 
throats of the ravenous wolves The 
Count responded to the appeal, and 
strove to soften the severity of ligmont, 
without, however, producing any very 
signal effect. Flwders was soon poci 
fied, nor was that important provmce 
permitted to enjoy the benefits of the 
agreement which had been extorted 
froTD. the Duchess. The preachings 
were forbidden, and the ministers and 
congregations arrested and custiscd, 
even in places where the custom had 
been established previously to the 23d 
August,® Certainly such vigorous ex 
ertions upon the part both of mastei 
and man did not savour of treason to 
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Philip, and hardly seemed to indicate 
the final doom of Kgmont and Bok- 
kerzed. 

The course of Orange at Antwerp 
was consisteftt with his whole career. 
He honestly came to aiTange a pacifica- 
tion, but he knew that this end could 
be gained only by loyally maii)taining 
the Accord wmcli had been signed be- 
tween the confederates and the Bcgcnt. 
He come back to the city on the 2Gth 
August/ and found order partially re- 
established. The burghers haring at 
last become thoroughly alamiedj and 
the fuiy of the imagc-bi eaters entirely 
appeased, it had been comparatively 
easy to restore tranquillity. The tran- 
quillity, however, rather lostoicd itself, 
and when the calm had succeeded to 
the tompcbt, the placid heads of the 
buigomnsteis once more emerged from 
the waves. 

Three image-breakers, who had been 
taken in the act, were hanged by order 
of the magistrates upon the of 
August.* The presence of Orange 
gave them courage to achieve these 
executions, which ho could not pre- 
vent, as the fifth aiticle of the Aocoid 
enjoined tho chastisement of the 
rioters. The deed w'as not his, how- 
e\'er, and he hastened, in order to 
obviate the necessity of fuithcr vio- 
lence, to prepare articles of agreoinont, 
upon the basis of lilargaret’i^ coiiccs- 
Biona. Public pi caching, according to 
the Beformed religion, had ahc.uly 
taken place within the city. Upon 
the 22(1, possession had been taken of 
at least three churches. The senate 
hod deputed pensionaiy Wesenbeck 
to expostulate with the ministers, for 
the magistiates w'ere at that moment 
not able to cominaud. TaiRii, the 
Walloon preacher, had been tractable, 
and hod agreed to postpone his exer- 
cises. furthennore hod accom- 

r tied the pensionary to the cathedi'al, 
order to persuade Herman Hodet 

1 Groon v Pi mst , Archives, etc , ii 261. 
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that it would he better for him like-. 
Wise to defer his intended miuistrap- 
tiona.® They had found that eloquent 
enthusiast already in the gi'eat church, 
burning with impatience to ascend 
upon the nuns, and quite unable to 
resist the temptation of setting a 
Fleniush psalm and preaching a Fie- 
mUh seimon within the walls which 
had for so many centuiics been vocal 
only to the Homan tongue and the 
Roman ritual. All that he would 
concede to the entreaties of his col- 
li^giic and of the magistrate, w'aa that 
his SCI moil should be shoit. In this, 
however, he had overiTited his powers 
of retention, for the sermon not only 
became a long one, but he had preached 
another upon the afternoon of the same 
day. The city of Antwci*p, therefore, 
was clearly within the seventh clause 
of the tioaty of the 21Lh August, for 
pi*eaching had hikcn place in the 
j cathodial, previoubly to tho sigumg of 
i that Accoii.'* 

j Upon the 2d September, therefore, 

I after many protracted intemews with 
tho heads of the Reformed religion, 
the Piince drew up sixteen articles of 
agreement between them, the ma- 
gistrates, and the government, which 
were duly signed and exchanged.^ 

These ai tides assigned thi ec churehes 
to tho difleront sects of i efoimers, sti- 
pulated that no attcmi>td should be 
in.u1c b^^Cntliolics oi I'lotcstoiits to 
dl^tmb the leligioiis wol^hip of each 
other, and piovided that neither by 
mutual taunts in their sermons, no’’ 
by Binging street ballads, together 
with iinpi oper allusions and overt acts 
of hostihty, should the good-fellow- 
ship which ought to reign between 
bi^thren and fellow-citizens, even 
although euteiiaiuing different opi- 
nions as to religious iitcs and doc- 
tiines, be for tho future interrupted “ 

This was the basis upon which the 
very brief religious peace, broken al- 

gc\aDgo bccldstoi’incrs mot do galgo, do rest 
met lalliiigsbap oft audci*s stnihou *' — 
llrwfd, ubi sup. 

3 Bor, li. 8 j. Roofdj iii. 102. Weseii* 
beck 

* Ibid , u. 85, 86. Ibid. Ibid. 

^ Bor, 111 . 98, 90, gi^ cs tho srUclcs. 

* Articles in Bor, u. OS, 99. 
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iinoBt as soon as established, was 
concluded by William of Orange, not 
only at Antwerp, but at Utrecht,^ Am- 
sterdam,* and other principal cities 
trithin his govemment. 

The Prince, however, notwithstand- 
ing his unwearied exertions, had 
slender hopes of a peaceful result. 
He felt that the last step taken by the 
lleformation had been off a precipice. 
He liked not such rapid progress. He 
knew that the King would never for- 
give the image-breaking. He felt 
that he would never recognise the 
Accord of the 24th August. Sir 
Thomas Gresham, who, as the repre- 
sentative of the Protestant Queen of 
England in the great commeicial me- 
tropolisofEurope,waa fully conversant i 
with the turn things were taking, was 1 
olroaiiy odvisiug some other place for j 
the sale of English commodities. He 
gave notice to his government that 
commerce would have no security at 
Antweip "in those brabbling times.” 
He was on conQdeiitial terms with 
the Prince, who invited him to dine 
upon the 4th September, and caused 
pemdonaiy Wesenbeok, who was also 
present, to read aloud the agreement 
which was that day to be pioclaimed 
at the Town-house Orauge expressed 
himself, however, veiy doubtfully as 
to the future prospects of the pro- 
vinces, and as to the probable tempar 
of the King. " In all his tslke,” say s 
Gresham, " the Prmoe saide unto me, 
' I know this win nothing oontenle the 
King.’”* 

While Egmont had been thus busied 
in Flanders, and Orauge in Antwerp, 
Count Horn bad been doing his best 
in the important city of Touinay* 
The Admiral was not especially gifted 
with intellect, nor with the power of 
managing men, but he went tWe with 
an honest purpose of seeing the Accord 
executed, intending, if it should prove 
practicable, rather to favour the Go- 
vernment than the Reformers. At 
the same time, for the purpose of 
~ » Bor, U. 101, 102. 

*lbU., li., 101. t 

SBuigon, ii 161, 162. 

• Qioen V. Cticst., Archives, etc.. 11. 302, 
note. 

^FasqulerdelnBarreUS. OCvo. 


giving satisfaction to the members of 
“the religion,” and of manifesting ins 
sincere desire for a pacification, lie 
accepted lodgings which bad been pic- 
pared for Mm at the^ bouse of a 
Calvinist merobant in the city,* rather 
than taka up his quarters with fierce 
old Qoi'emor Moulbais in tlie citadel. 
This gave much offence to the Citlio- 
lics, and inspired the Reformers iiiUi 
the hope of having their pie<aching 
iuside the town. To this pnvilevu 
they were entitled, for the luactice 
had already been established tlicie, 
previously to the 24th October.'’ Ko- 
verthelesB, at first be was di'iposed to 
limit them, in accordance uith the 
wishes of the DucUcss, to extia-mutal 
exercises. 

Upon his airival, by a somcuh.it 
ominous conjimcture, he hail siippi'.l 
with some of the leading citizens in 
the hall of the “gehoniia,” or toiluio- 
room,*— certainly not a locality calcu- 
lated to inspire a healthy appetite. 
On the following Sunday he h.id been 
entertained wi& a great banquet, at 
winch all the piincipal burghers wore 
pi osont, hold in a house on the maihot- 
place.* The festivities had been in- 
terrupted by a quarrel, which had b’l n 
taking place in the cathedral, lie- 
neatb the vaults of tliat edifice, ti.uh- 
tion said that a vast ti-easiire was 
IuddeD,« and the canons had L-en 
known to boast that this biirir-l 
wealth would be sufficient to rebuild 
their temple more magnificently than 
ever, in case of its total destruction ■' 
The Admiral had accoidingly placed a 
strong guard in the church oa soon as 
ho arrived, and commenced vcr-y ex- 
tensive excavations in search of tins 
imaginary mine. The Regent in- 
formed her brother that the Count 
was prosecuting this work with the 
view of appropriating whatever piieht 
be found to bis own benefit As t.i 
knew that be svas a mined man, then 
seemed no more satisfactory mode of 
accounting for these proc eedings 

® Letter of Horn to Duchess of Parms le 
Pnimens, SuppISmoiit, IL .S93. 

1 Fnsqiilcr do la Barro MS , S6vo. 

• Do la Doive MS , 43vo. '» Ibid 

Correspoodanoo do Philippe II., i 123- 
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Korn ha^ however, expressly stated 
to her that every penny which should 
oome into his possession from th.at or 
any other source would carefully be 
restored to Jhe rightful owners.^ Ko- 
thing of consequence was ever found 
to justify the golden legends of the 
monks, hut in the meantime the 
mon^^liggers gave great offcjcc. The 
canons, naturally alarmed for the 
safety of their fabulous treasure, had 
forced the guanl, by suiTeptitiously 
obtaining the countei sign from a cer- 
tain ofScinl of the town.- A quarrel 
ensued, which ended in the appeal - 
Slice of this personage, together with 
the commander of the mihtary foice 
on guard m the cathedral, before tho 
banqueting company. The Count, in 
the loiigli w.ay h.abilual with him, g.ave 
the ciilpiit a sound rebuko for his 
intermeddling, and threatened, in case 
tho offence wei e repeated, to have him 
instantly botmd, gagged, and for- 
warded to Brussels for further punish- 
ment,^ The matter thus satisfacto- 
rily adjusted, tho banquet proceeded, 
the mei chants present being all de- 
lighted at seeing the said offciaJ, who 
was exceedingly unpopular, “so well 
huTcd by tlio Count.” ^ The excai-a- 
bons wei e continued for a long time, 
until there seemed danger of destroy- 
ing the foundation of the chinch, but 
only a few bits of money wore disco- 
vered, with some other Articles of 
small value * 

Horn had tikoii his .apartments in 
tho city in order to bo at h.and to 
suppress any tumults, and to inspire 
confidence in tlis people. He had 
come to a city whcio five-sixths of 
the inhabitants*’ were of tlieBefoimed 
religion, and he did not, therofoie, 
think it judicious to attempt violently 
the suppression of theirwoiship. Upon 
his amval ho had isriicd a proclama- 
tion, ordering that all property which 
might have been pillaged from the 
religions houses should he instantly 

1 Letter of Horn to Duolioss of r.iim.a. 
Foppens, Suppitmont, ii 427 — Compaia 
letter of Diiohc«s to Horn, p. 408 

> Do la Ban o MS , 42va > Ibid. 

4*‘Fom joyeulx quo le contente arolt 
sinsi ospon^ le diet prociireur." — Ibid 

4 Lot. of Horn. Foppons, SuppKmciit, 996. 


restored to tho magistracy, under 
penalty that aU who disobeyed th^^ 
command should “be forthwith 
strauglod at the gibbet.” Nothing 
was bi ought back, however, for tho 
simple reason that nothing had been 
stolen.' There was, therefore, no one 
to be strangled. 

The next step was to publish the 
Accord of 24th August, and to signify 
the intention of the Admiral to en- 
force its observance. The preachings 
were as enthusiastically attended as 
ever, while the storm which had been 
raging among tbe images bad in the 
meantime been entirely allayed. Cou- 
gregation.s of fifteen thousand were 
still going to he.ar Ambrose WiUo in 
the aubui hs, but they were very tran- 
quil in tbeir demeanour.® It was 
arranged bebveen the Admiral and 
the leaders of the refoimed consis- 
toiics, that three places, to be selected 
by Hoi-n, should be assigned for their 
places of woibhip." At these spots, 
which were outside the walls, permis- 
sion was given the Eefonners to build 
meetlng-houBBB.“ To this arrange- 
ment Duchess formally gave her 
consent “ 

Nicholas Tofifin, councillor, in the 
name of the lieformers, made "a 
brave and elegant harangue” before 
the magistrates, representing tliat as, 
on tho most moderate computation, 
threo-qu.aitcrs of the popiihitum were 
dissciiterfs, as the llegent had oidered 
the construction of the new temples, _ 
and as the Catholics letaiiied posses- ' 
Rion of all the chuiehes m the city, it 
was no more than fiur that the com- 
munity should bear the expense of 
Uie new buildings. It w.is indig- 
nantly 1 eplicd, however, that Catholics 
could not bo expected to pay for tho 
maintenance of heiesy, paiticulai-ly 
when they had just been so much 
exaupciated by tho iiii.igc-hrcakmg. 
Councillor Taftm took nothing, thero- 
foie, by his “bi.ive and elegant ha- 


*I)e Ii Bino MS, f. 46-60. Foppons, 
Supi>l6mciil, 3Di3 
f Fuppciis, Supplement-, li. 388. 

* De la BiUTQ MS., 8$ sqq. 
t Ibid, 44. Ibid, 

u FeppoiUi Supplement^ U. 407. 
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Timgiie/’ caving a small vote of forty 

4ivras. 

The building was, however, ijnme- 
diatdy commenced. Many neblea 
and rich citizens contribute to the 
work ; some making donatioua in 
money; others giving quantitioa ni 
oaks, poplars, elms, and other timber 
totes, to be used in the construoUom 
The foundation of the first temple 
outside the Porte de Cocquerel vras 
immediately laid. Vast heaps of 
broken images and other omamePta of 
^ne heaecrateh ckrurdnes ■were 
unwisely used for this puipoaSi end 
the CathoUcs were esceediugly en- 
raged at beholding those male and 
female aainta, who had for centuries 
been placed in such “levciend end 
devatra positions,” fallen so low as to 
be the foundation-stones of temples 
whose builders denounced all those 
holy things as idols.^ 

Aa the autumn began to wane, the 
people were clamorous for permis- 
sion to have their preaching maido 
the city. The new buildinga could 
not be finished before the winter, hut 
in the meantime the camp-ineotings 
were becoming, m the stormy seasons 
fast approaching, a very incoavsnient 
made of worship On the other hand, 
the Duchess was furious at the propo- 
sition, and commanded Horn on no 
account to consent that the interior of 
Toumay should be profaned by these 
heretical rites.* It was m miP that 
the Admind represented the justice of 
tho claim, aa these exercises had taken 
place in several of the city churches 
previously to the Accord of the 24th 
. of August.* That agreement had 
been n^e by the Duchess only to be 
broken. She had already rccci'cd 
money and tho permission to make 
levies, and was fast ossusimg a tone 
very different from the abject de- 
meanour which had eh.araeteriscd her 
I in August. Count Horn had been 
used even as Egmont, Orange, and 
I Hoogatraaten had been employed, m 
Older that their personal inSuence 
with the Beformers mij^t be turned 


‘^bBsrrelia.fosqq. 

Duchess of Parma. Foppen 
- aauaifiiasnt, h. 


to account. Tho tools and the work 
accomplished by them weie to be 
thrown away at tho moat convenient 
opportunity. 

The Admiral was placed in a most 
intolerable position. An honest, com- 
mon-place, sullen kind of man, he had 
come to a city full of heretics, to 
enforce concessions just made by the 
government to heresy. He soon found 
himself watched, paltered witli, siis 
pected by the admmistratioii at 
Brussels. Governor Mouibais in the 
rifisdrA, ■nkffi.'iria. 'm/Jas kas 

authority, refused obedience to liis 
ordeia, was evidently receivmg secret 
instructions from tho Regent, .md w lu 
detei-mined to cannonade the city in'm 
submission at a very early day. Hum 
required him to pledge Imnself tb.-l 
no fresh troops should enter the c-istle 
Mouibais swore he would make vn 
such promise to a hvuig soul. The 
Admiral stormed with his usual mic 
lence, cxpiessed his regret that liu 
I brother Montigny had so bad a lieu. 

1 tenant in the citadel, but could in.iks 
no impicsBion upon the Uoteimmc.l 
veteran, who knew, better than lloiii, 
tlio game which was prepaiing * .‘^iiull 
reinforcements wore daily ainvmg at 
the castle; the soldiers of the gaiii'Uii 
had been heard to boast " that they 
would soon carve and eat tho town. 
men's flesh on their dressei‘-,"“ and 
all the gobd effect from tho Admiral a 
proclamation on ai riving h.id com 
pletely vanished. 

Horn oomplamed biiteily of llie 
situation in which he was placed. Ifc 
knew himself the mark of iiicci.saiit 
and calumnious misi-eprcscnt-Uion 
both at Bnissels and Madrid. Ho bad 
been doing his best, .at a momentniH 
crisis^to seive the igivernineut with- 
out violating its engagements, but ho 
declared himself to be neither -.theo- 
logian nor jurist, and incapable, while 
suspected and unassisted, of pcrfni m- 
ing a task which the most Icanicd 
doctors of the council would find iiii- 
praeticable. He would rather, ho bit- 
terly excliumed, endure a siege in aiiv 


spoppens, Buppltmenh it 303.^ ‘Da 
1ft Bftw MS., 60vo. ‘ Ila mcn^eroicnt 

tour chair sur lour trestabolr."— Ibid. 34. 
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1 fortress by the Turks, than be placed 
in such a position. He was doing all 
tiiat he was capable of doing, yet what- 
ever he did was wrong. There was a 
great difference, he said, between being 
in a place Snd talking about it at a 
distance ^ 

In the middle of October he was le- 
called by the Duchess, whosJ letters 
had been tmifonnly so ambiguous that 
he confessed he was quite unable to 
divme their meaning ^ Before he left 
the city, he committed hia most un- 
pardonable crime. Urged by the 
leaders of tho Heformed congregations 
to permit their exercises in the 
dothiers* Hall until their temple 
should be hmshed, the Count accoidcd 
his consent proMbionally, and subject 
to revocation by the Hegent, to whom 
the arrangement was immediately to 
be communicated. 

Horn departed, and the Rcfoi'meis 
took instant possession of the hall. It 
was found in a very dirty and dis- 
orderly condition, encumbered with 
benches, scaffoldings, stakes, gibbets, 
and all the machinery used for public 
executions upon the maiket-place A 
vast body of men wont to woik with a 
will; scrubbing, cleaning, whiter ash- 
ing, and removmg all the foul lumber 
of ths hall , smging in chorus, as they 
did so, the hymns of Clement Haiot. 
By dinner-time the place >\as leady * 
The pulpit and benches for^he con- 
gregation had taken the x^Lice of the 
gibbet timber. It is difficult to com- 
prehend that such work as this was a 
deadly enme. Kevertheleas, Horn, 
uho uas lihmclf a idnetre Co.thoUc, hod 
committed the most mortal of all hia 
offences against Philip and against 
God, by having couuteuanced so flagi- 
tious a transaction. 

The Admiral went to Brussels. 
Secrctjpy de la Tone/ a very second- 
rate personage was despatched 

I Xietter to Duchess of Fariua. yoppeii^ 
Strpplcment, ii 412, 412 
a Letter of Horn to Philip II , In Fopxiens, 
Buppl6ment, ii 499-30G 
* De la Diure 50vo. 

4 Xa Torre arrived in Tounuiy upon the 
28th October 156^ according to the naTTati> o 
of De la 3}aiTe. That mantiscnpt fnow tn 
the Brus«elB Arohixes, and the only copy 
known to exist) was attci words lold before 


Tom nay to convey the orders of the 
Regent. Governor hloulbais, now ir^ 
ch^ge of affairs both civil and mihtaiy, 
was to prepare all things for tiie gar- 
rison, which was soon to be de^tched 
under Noircormes. The Duchess had 
now arms in her hands, and her lan- 
guage was bold. La Ton e advised the 
Reformers to be wise ''while the rod 
was yet green and growing, lest it 
should be gathered for their backs; 
for it was unbecoming in subjects to 
make bargains with their Ring.’'* 
There was haidly any decent pretext 
used in violating the Accord of the 
24th August, BO soon as the govern- 
ment was strong enough to break it. 
It was always said that the preachings 
suppressed, had not been established 
picMOiisly to that arrangement; but 
the x>reaehmg8 had in reality obtained 
abnost cveiy where, and were now uni- 
vcitsally aboli&hcd. The ridiculous 
qmbble was also used that, in the 
preachings, other rehgious exercises 
were not included, whereas it was no- 
torious that they had never been sepa- 
rated. It is, however, a gpratuitous 
task to unravel the deceptions of ty- 
ranny when it hardly deigns to dis- 
guise itself. The dissimulations w^hicb 
have resisted the influence of centuries 
aie more worthy of sei’ious mvcstiga- 
tion, and of these the epoch offei*8 us 
a sufficient supply. 

At the close of the year, the city 
of Toui.«y was completely subju- 
gated and the Refoimed leligion buji- 
pie‘-bcd. Upon the 2d day of January 
15(57, tho Seignior de Hoircarmes 
ai lived before the gates at the head 
of eleven companies, with orders from 
Duchess Maigaret to strengthen the 
garrison and disarm the citizens.* 
He gave the magistrates exactly one 
hour and a half to decide whether they 
would submit without a muimur/ 
He exjircssed an inten tion of main - 

the Blood Council Secretary Da Torre has 
noticed in aovoial placos ou the rnarmiij 
*Hbo author lies'* (I’autheur meut) The 
p'u.sagcs tbua discredited by this very com* 
mon-i>laco tool of tyranny have only refe- 
rence to himself. Pusquier de la Barre MS., 
fo 57vq I 69. I 

4 Renom de Franco MS., L c. 28. 

• Fasquier de la Barre l^tS. 

r Ihid., 77 vq., 78. 
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It is necessary to allude to certain im 
porbant eyents contemporaneous with 
those recorded in the last chapter^ that 
the reader may thoroughly understand 
the position of the leading personages 
in thifl great diama at the close of the 
year 15h6 

The Prmce of Orange had^ as ‘\ft8 
have seen, been exerting all his enei 
gies faithfully to accomplish the paci 
fieation of the commeicnl metropolis, , 
upon the basis assented to befoiehand 
by tide Duche&s He hod. eetabb^lied 
a temporary leligious peace, by \slucli 
alone at that cu'jis the gatheiing tern 
peat could be averted, but he had 
permitted the law to taAe its couise 
upon certain iioters, who had heen 
reguloily condemned by courts of jus 
tice He had worked day and night — 
notwithstanding immense obstacles, 
c^umnious misstatements, and con 
^iptin g opinions — to resioi e order out 
of ch^ , he had freely imperilled his 
own life — dashing into a tumultuous 
mob on one occasion, mounding several 
with a halberd which he snatcliGd 
fiom one of his guard, ^ and di&peibing 
almost with his single arm a dangerous 
and tlireatemng insunection — and he 
had remamed m Antweip, at the press 
ii^ aoUcitations of the magistracy, 
who represented that tiie lives of not 
a single ecclesiastic would be safe as 
soon as bis hack was turned, and that 
aU ike mendiants would forthwith de 


part from the city * It w i'* ntv -'i the- 
less necebsaiy that he bhi I ui d t a 
personal visit to his ^oioiimicnt of 
Holland, where similir disorders hal 
been prevailing and whcie men of all 
tanks and paitiea were clamouimg i i 
their fetadliolclLr 

Notwithstanding all his exertions 
howevei, he was thoroughly aw lie ot 
the position m which he stood tow 1 
the goveiuijicnt The sugared i hi i 
of Haigaiet, the deliberate couime i 
dotion of the '' benign and debonau ' 
Philip, produced no effect upon this 
statesman, who was accustomed to 
look through and through men s ic 
tions to the coie of tbeu hearts In 
the hearts of Philip and Maigaict he 
already saw treacheiy and levcngc in 
dehbly nS^pnnted. He had been 
especially indignant at the msuU 
which the Puchess Regent hid put 
upon him, by sending Puke Liio ui 
Brunswick with an aimed force into 
Holland in order to protect GoucU, 
i Woerden, and other places within the 
Piiace’s own government ^ Ho w is 
thoroughly conven>ant with the genei al 
I tone m which the other seigniois and 
himself were desenbed to then so\ c 
reign He was already convinced th it 
the country was to be conqueied by 
foreign mercenanes, and that hi** ow n 
life, with those of many other nobles, 
was to be saciificed'* The moment 
had arrived in which he was justified 


^ AntweipBch Chmnykie, p 90; cited 1 
Oroen von Prmsterer, u 810 i 
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in looking about him for means of de- 
fence bom for himsell and his countiy, 
if the diould he bo inaane as to 

eany out the puiposes which the 
I^rince BUB|^cte<h The time was fast 
approaching in which a statesman 
placed upon such an elevation before 
the world as that which he occupied, 
would be obliged to choose his^parb for 
bfe. To be ^e unscrupulous tool of 
fyianny, a rebel, or an exile, was his 
necessary fate. To a man so prone to 
read the future, the moment for his 
choice seemed already arrived More< 
over, he thought it doubtful, and 
events were most signally to justify 
his doubts, whether he could be ac- 
cepted as the instrument of despotism, 
even were he mclined to prostitute 
hi mself to such service. At tlua 
point, therefoie, undoubtedly began 
the treasonable thoughts of William 
the Silent, if it be treason to attempt 
the protection of ancient and char- 
tered liberties against a foreign op- 
pressor. He despatched a private 
envoy to E^onV representing the 
grave suspicions manifested by the 
Duchess in sending Duke £no into 
Holland, and proposing that meaus 
should he taken into consideration for 
obviating the dangers with which the 
country was menaced Catholics, as 
well as Protestants, he intimated, wei e 
to he crushed in one univeia'il con- 
quest as soon as Philip had (foniplcted 
^e foimidable preparations which he 
was making for invading the pro- 
vinces. For lumself, he said, he would 
not remain in the land to witness the 
utter desolation of the people, nor to 
fall an unresisting victim to veu- 
gcance which he foresaw. If, how- 
ever, he might rely upon the co- 
operation of Egmont and Horn, he 
was wiUing, with the advice of the 
Btates-gener^, to risk prepaiatious 
against the armed invasion of Spaniards 
by which the country was to be re- 
duced to slavery. It was incumbent, 
however, upon men placed as they 
were, “ not to lot the gi ass grow under 
1 Grocn v. Pnust., Archi'vos, etc , li. 323- 
826 ^ ibid 

* Foppsns, BupplSmont, j. ^roccs 
uont, 7S-76, and Froeds do Homes, li*b- 
170), Groen v. Prinst, iL SC^ boh (Vno - 1 


their feet ; ” and the moment for action 
was fast approaching.^ ^ 

This was the scheme which Orange 
was willing to attempt. To make use 
of his own influence and that of his 
flriends, to interpose between a sovo- 
i«ign insane with bigotry, and a 
people in a state of rehgious frenzy, 
to resist brutal violence if need ^ould 
be by force, and to compel the sove- 
reign to respect the charters which he 
had sworn to maintain, end which 
were far more ancient Hian his sove- 
reignty ; so much of treason did Wil- 
liam of Orange already contemplate, 
foi in DO othei way coiild he be loyal 
to his country and his own honour. 

!N‘othing came of this secret em- 
baasy, for Egmout’s heart and fate 
were alieady fixed Before Orange 
dcpaited, however, for the north, 
where his presence in the Dutch 
provinces was now iinperativdy re- 
quired, a memorable intemew took 
place atDendermonde between Orange, 
Horn, Egmont, Hoogstraaten, and 
Count Louis.’’ The nature of this 
conference ^VBS probably similar to 
that of the secret mission from Orange 
to Egmont just recorded. It was not 
a long consultation. The gentlemen 
met at eleven o’clock, and conversed 
until dinner was ready, w'hich was be- 
tween tw'clve and one in the afternoon. 
Tliey discussed the contents of a letter 
recently received by Honi from his 
brother ifloiitigny at Segovia, giving a 
lively pictuie of I^hilip’s fury at the 
recent events in the NetherLmds, and 
expressing the Baron’s dtvd astoni^- 
ment and mclignation that it had been 
impossible for the seigmors to prevent 
such outrages as the pubhc preaching, 
tlie im.igc-brealcing, and the Accord. 
They had also some coversation con- 
cerning the dissatisfaction manifested 
by the Duchess at the proceedings of 
Count Hoin at Toumay, and they read 
a very remarkable letter which had 
been lumiBhed them, as having been 
wiittcu by the Spanish envoy in Paris, 
Don Fi sncia of Alava, to Margaret of 
fipondAncodo^GmllaumeleTarit., it Intro- 
dnctiou of Gochard, sqq. Compare 
Bor, 11 10$ i Hoofd, il li4, Strado, v. 230, 
eqq ; BeuUvoglio, in 4S^ sqq. Corr^ 
biioadauce do Plulippe II., i, 474-476. 
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Puma. This letter tras forged. At 
Oeost iiie Regent, in her Italian cor- 
respondence, asserted it to he ficti- 
tions,^ and in those secret letters to 
Pl^p she usually told the truth. The 
aBtutenesB of William of Orange had 
in this instance been deoeired. The 
striking fidelity hoivever, with which 
the present ahd future policy of the 
government was sketched, the accu- 
racy with which many unborn events 
were foreshadowed, together with the 
minute touches which gave an air of 
genuineness to the fictitious despatch, 
mi^t well deceive even so sagacious 
an observer as the Frmce. 

The letters’ alluded to the deep and 
long-settled hostUity of Philip to 
Orange, Horn, and Egmont, as to a 
fact entirely within the writu’s know- 
ledge, and that of his correspondent, 
but urged upon the Ouchesa the 
assumption of an extraordinaiy degree 
of apparent cordiality in her inter- 
course with them. It was the King's 
intention to use them and to destroy 
them, said the writer, and it was the 
Regent’s duty to second the design. 

The tumults and troubles have not 
been without their secret concur- 
rence," sard the supposititious Alava, 
"and your Higlmess may rest assured 
that they will be the first upon whom 
his Majesty will seize, not to confer 
benefits, but to chastise them as they 
deserve. Your Highness, however, 

should shew no symptom'^ of dis- 
pleasure, but should constantly main- 
tain in their minds the idea tiiat his 
Majesty considers them as the most 
faithful of his servants. While they 
ore persuaded of this, they can be 
more easily used, but when the time 
comes, they will be treated in another 
manner. Your Highness may rest 

assured that his Majesty is not less 
inclined than your Highness that thm 
should receive the punishment which 
they merit,”® The Duchess was fur- 
iheomore recommended “ to deal with 
I the three seigniors according to the 
I example of the Spanish governments 


• SprreBpDndonco de Fhihppe II,, i 
» TlM lectoiB ore given by Bur. a. 1 
^hwwut a doubt as to their genuiuexi 
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Berghen and Montigny, who aie met | 
with a smiling face, hut who aie | 
closely watched, and who will never I 
be permitted to leave Spain alive.”* 
The remainder of the lett^ aUudee to 
supposed engagements between Fiance 
and Spain for me extirpation of hei c..r, 
from w^ich allusion to the gencmlly ac- 
cepted hht mistaken notion as to tlie 
Bayonne Conference, a decided jnooi 
seems to he furnished that the luUet 
was not genuine. Great compUiiite, [ 
however, are made as to the cui'iliict j 
of the Queen Regent, who is deauulcd ' 
as " a certain lady well-known to her , 
Highness, and as a peisou wiihoiit I 
faith, fiiendship, or truth ; the most 
consummate hypocrite in the imiid ” 
After giving instances of tiie dupliciiy 
manifested by Catherine de Hedici, 
the writer continues — “ She seiido her 
little black dwarf to mo upon frequent 
errands, in order that by means of 
this spy she may worm out my seci ets. 

I am, however, upon my guard, and 
flatter myself that I learn more fiom 
him than she from me. She sl..ill 
never he able to boast of having da- 
oeived a Spaniard.”® 

An extract or two from this very 
celebrated document seemed indispen- 
sable, because of the great impoivauce 
attached to it, both at the Dcnder- 
monde Conference, and at the ti lals of 
Kgmont and Horn. The contem- 
porary waiters of Holland had no 
doubt of its genuineness, and, what is 
more remarkable, Strada, the histoiiu- 
grapher of the Famese family, aftci 
quoting Margaret’s denial of the autlicii- 
ticity of the letter, coolly observes. 

“ Whether this were only an invention 
of the conspu'ators, or actually a de- 
apatch from Alava, I shall not decide. 

It is certain, however, that the Duchess 
declared it to be false,”® 

There was doubtless some coifvcrnv 
tion at Dendermonde on the propriety 
or possibihty of forcible resistance to a 
Spanish army, with which it seemed 
probable that Philip was about to in- 
vade the provinces, and take the lives 
of the leading nobles. Count Louis 

s Bor, ubi sup. 

• Ibid. s Ibid. 

* Btmdo, T, S81, 



was in favour of provision in 

Qeimauy for the accomplishment of 
this purpose. It is also highly probable 
that l^e Prince may have encouraged 
the proposit^n. In the sense of his 
former communication to Egmont, he 
may have reasoned on the necessity of 
ynalring levjes to sustain the decisions 
of Hie states'general against molence. 
There is, however^ no proof of any such 
fact. ISgmontj at any rate^ opposed 
the scheme, on the ground that "it 
was wrong to enter^in any such lU 
opinion of so good a hlng as Philip, 
that ho had never done anything un- 
just towards his subjects, and that if 
any one was iti fear, he had better 
leave the country.*’*- Egmont, inoro- 
over, doubted the authenticity of the 
letters from Alava, but agi'eed to carry 
Uiem to BruBseifl, and to lay them be- 
fore the Kegent. That lady, when she 
saw them, warmly assured the Ooimt 
that they were inventioua.^ 

The conference broke up after it had 
lasted an hour aud a half. The nobles 
then went to dinner, at which other 
persons appear to have been present, 
and the celebrated Dendermonde meet- 
ing was brought to a close. After the 
repast was finished, each of the five 
nobles mounted his horse, and departed 
on his separate way.* 

From this time forth the position of 
these leading seigniors bcc^o more 
sharply defiued Orange was left m 
almost complete isolation. Without 
the assistance of Egmont, any efiective I 
resistance to the impending invasion I 
from Spain seemed out of the ques- i 
tion. The Count, however, had t^en 
his irrevocable and fatal resolution. | 
After various oscillations during the ; 
stormy peiiod which had elapsed, his 
TTiitifl, not^vithstanding all the disturb- 
ing causes by which it had hitherto 
been partially influenced, now pointed 
steadily to the point of loy^ty. The 
guidance of that pole star was to lead 

1 Procts d'Egmont (Foppens, i. 76) 

* Letter of Bgmont m Groen v. Prinst , 
ArohiveSi ii. 400, 401. 

* Frocta d’Sgmont, 73-79. Procte de 
Homes, 160-170 (Foppon^ 6uppl6mont) 
Conespondance de Omilaume le Tacit , ii. 
Introduction of M. Oachard, budy. soq 
CoiapareBor,2J.108; Hoofd,lu.ll4i Stiaaa, 


him to utter shipwreck. The mifor* 
tunate noble, entrenched against all^ 
feM* of Philip by the brazen wall of 
an easy conscience, saw no fault m 
his past at which he should grow pale 
with apprehension. Horeovcr, he was 
sanguine by nature, a Catholic in reh< 
gioo, a Toy^st &ozn habit and convic- 
tion. Henceforth he was determined 
that his services to the crown should 
more than counterbalance any idle 
speeches or insolent demonstaations of 
which he might have been pieviously 
guilty. 

Horn pursued a different course, but 
one which separated bun also from the 
Prince, while it led to the same fate 
which Egmont was blindly pursuing. 
The Adimral had committed no act of 
treason. On the contiary, he had 
been doing his beet, under most difii- 
oult circumstances, to avert rebellion 
save the interests of a most un- 
grateful sovereign. He was now dis- 
posed to wrap Imnself m his virtue, to 
retreat from a court Me, for which he 
had never felt a vocataon,^ and to re- 
sign all connexion with a government 
by which he felt himself very badly 
treated. Moody, wrathful, disap- 
pouited, ruined, and calumniated, ha 
would no longer keep terms with King 
or Xhichess. He had griefs of long 
standing against tho whole of the royal 
family. He had never forgiven the 
Emperor for refusing him. when young, 
theappofiitmcntof chtimbcilam* He 
had serv’cd Philip long and faithfully, 
but he had never received a btivcr of 
salary or "merced,’* notwithstanding 
all bis work as state councillor, as ad- 
inual, as supenntendent in Spain; 
while his youngor brother had long 
been in the receipt of nine or ten thou- 
sand fionns yearly. He had spent four 
hundred thousand florins in the King's 
sen'ice; his estates were mortgaged to 
their full value; he had been obhged 
to sell his family plate.^ He had dont 

y. 230, sqq ; Bontivonflio, ill. 43» sqq, 
CorresponiLinee de Phi)ippo IL, l 47^7A 

4 <* Aunt par trop cognu n'esfcre ma voco- 
tinn estre en court,” etc., etG.»Ijettei of 
Jiom to his ^earetar:^ AZonso de la Loo 
Foppens, u. 470, 471. 

4 Benom de France UB., i o. 81. 
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his besii in Toumay to serve the 
%Du6heBBj and he Iiad aveited the 
wsioilian vespers, ” which had been 
imminent at lus aiihal* He had 
saved the Catholics iioni a genera) 
massacie, }et he heaid ueveitheless 
from Montigny, that all hia actions 
were distoited in Spain, and his mo- 
tives blackened ^ His heart no longer 
inclmed Imn to contmue in Philip’s 
service, even weie he furnished with 
the means of doing so. He had m- 
structed his secietary, Alonzo de H 
IjOO, whom he had despatched many 
months pre\ lously to Madrid, that he 
was no longer to press his master’s 
daims for a " meiced,” but to signify 
that he abandoned all demands and re 
signed all posts He could turn hermit 
for the rest of his days, as well as the 
Emperor Charles ' If he had little, he 
could live upon little. It was in this 
sense that he spoke to Margaret of 
Parma, to AssozdeviUe, to all around 
him. It was precisely m this strain 
snd temper that he wiote to Philip, 
indignantly defending his couise at 
Toumay, protesting against the tor- 
tuous conduct of the Duchess, and 
blimily declaring that he would tioat 
no longer with ladies upon matters 
which concerned a man’s lionoui * 

Thus, smarting undci a sense of 
gross injustice, the Admiral expiesoed 
himself in teims which Philip was not 
Ukdy to foigive. He hod undertaken 
the pacification of Toumay, Lecau^^e it 
Was Montigny’tt government, and he 
had promised his semoes wheneici 
they should be requisite* Horn w as a 
loyal and affectionate brothei,and it 
is pathetic to find him congiatulatiug 
Montigny on being, after all, better off 
in Spam than in the Ketherlands^ 
Keither loyalty nor the sinccie Catho- 
licism for which Montigny at this 

1 Benom do Fropce HB , i c 31. 

3 liad 

* Ibid Foppens, BuppISmont, ii 50G^09 

< Frapeus, buppllment, ii 501-505 

* **Foui fisclio quo estes 1\ eotos plusb 
Totre aise quo ici^~Lelter to Montigny 
Ftrapons, u 466 

» ’‘J’aa regu ung grand contentomont <te 
laswiiaiiee quo ino donnez, quo nuls no 
bastoront do ^ oub fairo changor d'opm ou 
on choBo qni touebe lo fait do la religion 
^ncionne, qui oat cortes conform g & gg que 


period commended Horn in hie private 
letters,'’ could save the two biotlieia 
from the doom which was now fast ap- 
piooelimg. 

Thus Horn, blind as liigmont — ^not 
being aware that a single step beyond 
implicit obedience had create aii im- 
passable gidf between Philip and him 
self — resoli ed to meet his destinv in 
snUen retirement. Hot an entiicl^ 
disinterested man, perhaps, but an 
honest one, as the world went, mo 
diocre in mind, but brave, gcneious, 
anddiiect of pm pose, goaded by the 
shafts of calumny, hunted Jon n bj the 
whole pack which fawned upon pjwcr 
as it giew moie powerful, he nun ic 
treated to his “desert,” as ho oalbd 
his rtuned home at Weeit,^ wheic he 
stood at bay, growlmg defiance at the 
Kegent, at Philip, at all the woild 

Thus n ei o the two proimneut per 
sonages upon whose eo opci ition 
Orange had hitherto endeaiouitd to 
relj, entirely separated from him 
The eonfeduacy of nobles, too, n h 
dissolved, Uavuig accompli'litd iittle, 
notwithstanding all its noisy dm i ni 
stiations, and haimg lost all cieJit 
with the people by the formal ii-si 
tion of the Coiiipioiniso in con e 
quence of the Accoid of August " Ai 
a bodj, they had justified the siicaMn 
of Hubert Laiiguot, that “ the coiilo 
derated nobles had ruined then t jun 
lay by tfieir folly and incapacity” 
They had piofaned a holy cause by in- 
decent orgies, compromised it by stdi 
tious demonstiations, abandoned it 
when most in need of assistance Pik 
kerseel had distinguished luiiisdf by 
hanging sectaries m Flaiidti s. “ G olden 
Fleece" de Hamnies, after cieitiiig 
great scandal in and about Antn up, 
since the Accord had ended by ao 
ceptmg an artillery commission in the 

j’en -ly tousjours forement pcnsC ct ciu, ois 
que lo diablc est Bubtil ct sea minietics Je 
n’ay ftullyde la foiro entendie aus hoiiv quo 
m'avcs escrit ” — ^bloutiguy to Iloni, 20th 
Mi> iser 

llio whole letter is published in Willems, 
Mciigelinj-eli van Histonsch Vnderlaudsch(.u 
Inhoud (antworpsii, 182V-18dO), pp 6Zj- 

1 Floods de Homes Foppeae, Supi>16- 
meat. 

• Qto<'a V. rnnst , ii 262 . 
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Simperoir’s army, together with three 
hundred crowns for convoy from 
Duchess Idargaret.^ Oulemburg was 
fierving the cause of religious freedom 
defacmg^he churches within his 
ancestral domains, pulling down statuca* 
dining in chapels, and giving the holy 
wafer to his parrot.^ Kothin| could 
be more stupid than these acts of iri«- 
verence, by which Catholics were 
offended and honest patriots disgusted 
l^odiing could be more opposed to the 
sentiments of Orange, whose first pnn- 
ciple was abstinence by all denommO' 
tions of Christians from mutual insults. 
At the same time, it is somewhat re- 
volting to obseivo the indignation with 
which such ofleucea were regarded by 
men of the most abandoned character 
Thus, Armenteros, w hose name was sy- 
nonymous with government swindling, 
who had beenrolJmgupmoneyycar after 
year, by peculations, auctioneering of 
high posts in church and state, biibcs, 
and all kinds of picking and steahng, 
could not contain his horror as he re- 
ferred to wafers eaten by parrots, or 
« toasted on forks by renegade 
priests; and poured out his emotions 
on the subject into the faithful bosom 
of Antonio Perez, the man with whoso 
debaucheries, political viUanies, and 
dehbeiate murders all Euiope was to 
ring. 

Ko doubt there were mayy indi- 
viduals in the confederacy for whom it 
was reserved to render honoui able ser- 
vice in the national cause. The names 
of Louis Nassau, Mamix of St Alde- 
gonde, Demard de aieiode, were to be 
written in golden letters in their 
country's rolls; but at this moment 
they were impatient, iucousiderate, out 
of the control of Orange, Louis was 
anxious for the Eing to come from 
Spain with his army, and for “the 
bear dafice to begin.”* Brederode, 
noisy, brawling, and absurd as ever, 

I Unpublished letter, 18th September, 
Hargaret of Purma to Philip IL lirusaoL 
expressed great 
re{r^ that sliewos prohibited hy the statutes 
of tbe order to winch De Hamxncs was a 
servant or official, from arresting and punish- 
mg him for nis crimes Her legal odvuera, 
* Viglius, AasouleviUc, and the rest, wcie to 
make new discovciics with njgard to tbeso 
privileges when not servants merely, but 


was bringing ridicule upon the national^ 
cause by his buffoonery, and endanger- 
ing the whole people by his madequate 
yet rebellious exertions. 

What course was the Prince of 
Omnge to adopt? He could find no 
one to comprehend his views. He felt 
certain at ^e close of the year that the 
purpose of the government was fixed. 
He made no secret of his determina- 
tion never to loud himself as an instru- 
ment for the contemplated subjugation 
of tbe people. He hod repeatedly re- 
signed all his offices. He was now 
determined that the resignation once 
for all should be accepted. If he used 
dissimulation, it was because Phihp's 
deception permitted no man to be 
frank. If the sovereign constantly 
disavowed all hostile purposes agamst 
his people, and manifested extreme 
affection for the men whom he had al- 
ready doomed to the scaffold, how 
could the Prince openly denounce him f 
It was his duty to save his country 
and his fi lends from impendmg ruin. 
He pieseiwed, therefore, an attitude of 
watchfulness. Philip, in the depth of 
bis cabinet, was under a constant in- 
spection by the sleepless Prince. The 
sovereign assured 1^ sister that her 
apprehensions about their coire^ou* 
denco was groimdless. He always 
locked up his papers, and took the key 
with him.® Nevertheless, the key was 
takcu out ^ his pocket and the papers 
read. Oiange was accustomed to ob- 
seive, that men of le^suie might occu- 
py themselves with philosophical pur- 
suits and with the secrets of nature, 
but that it was his business to study 
the heaits of klngs.^ He knew the 
man anil the woman with whom he 
had to deal. AVe have seen enough of 
the policy secretly pursued by Philip 
and Dklargaret to appreciate the accu- 
racy with which the Prmce, groping 
as it were m the dark, had judged the 
illustnouB cbovoliors of tho order woro to be 
put to death — Compare CoiTcspondance de 
Fhihppe II , 

8 iW . i. 478, 480, 481. 

* *' Asor en un osodor ” — Oorrespondosec 
de Philippe II , l 4S0, 481. Tomas Armeux 
teros to Antonio Perez. ■ 

* Archives ct CoiTespondnnce^ il« 800. 

s Foppens^ Suppllment, u» 013. 

* Strada, v. 8M. 


V 



S06 The BUe of the Duich Bepublic, il566. 


whole altualion. Had his friends 
his 'warmngSi they might have 
lived to render services against ty- 
ranny. Had he imitated their example 
of fa]te loyalty, there would have been 
one additional victim, more illustrious 
than all the rest, and a whole country 
hopelessly enslaved. 

It is by keeping these considerations 
in view that w*e can e^lain his con- 
nexion with such a man as Brederode 
The enterprises of that noble, of 
Tholouse, and othei'S, and the rcsisfr 
ance of Valenciennes, could hardly 
have been prevented even by the op- 
position of the Prince. But why 
should he take the field against men^ 
who, however rashly or iiielTectually, 
were endeavouring to oppose tyranny, 
when he knew himseli already pro- 
scribed and doomed by the tjrant’ 
Such loyalty he left to Egmont. Till 
late in the autumn, he had still be- 
lieved in the possibility of convoking 
the statcs-general, and of making pre- 
parations m Germany to enfoice their 
deoreea. 

The confederates and sectaries had 
boasted that they could easily raise an 
army of sixty tliousand meu within 
the provinces,^ that twelve hundred 
thousand florins monthly would he 
furnished by the iich merchants of 
Antwerp,^ and that it was ridiculous 
to suppose that the German mercen- 
aries enrolled by the Puehess in 
Saxony, Hesse, and other" Pi otestant 
countries, woidd ever render serious 
assistance against the adherents of the 
reformed religion** Without placing 
much confidence in such exaggerated 
statements, the Prince might vrell be 
justified in believing himself strong 
enough, if backed by the confederacy, 
by Egmont, and by his own boundless 

^ ** Mesmea osent aucunsdcaconfciicrczet 
sectoirea meuosscr d'ofiQr d*armes et force 
contre moi Se viuitans que Toil fora 
venir en ormes contre luoy cinquanto ou 
BOixante mil hnmmes de cea pays sans Ics 
eetnuigiors "—Unpublished lower of Mar- 
garet of Parma, heretofore cited. BnisseU 
Arohivea MS. 



influence, both at Antwerp and in big 
own government, to sustain the coL^ti- 
tuted authorities of the nation even ' 
against a Spanish army, and to mter- 
pose with legitimate irresistible 
strength between the insane tyrant 
and country which he was prepar* 
ing to crush. It was the opinion of 
the best-informed Catholics that, if 
Egmont should declare for tlie cmi- 
federacy, he could take the field with 
sixty thousand men, and make liiinsua 
master of the whole country at a hlun * 

In con junction with Orange, the iiioiri 
and physical force would have been 
lavmcible. 

It was therefore not Orange alone, 
but the Catholics and Pri/testant? 
alike, the whole population o: tl e 
country, and the Duchess Regent licr- 
self, who desued the convocation tif 
the estates. Notwithstanding rhih].> a 
dchberate but secret deteiinmatKin 
never to assemble that body, aliboueli i 
the hope was ever to he held out tli d 
they shuitld he convened, Margnnt 
had been most importunate that he 
brother should permit the mca**iiK\ 

*• There was less danger,” she felt hir i 
self compelled to say, in a'j&einbh"^^ I 
than in not assembling the states, ic 
was better to preserve the Catholic re- 
ligion for a part of the coiintiy, tlmn 
to lose it altogether.”® " The more ii 
was delayed,” she said, "the mne 
ruinous and desperate became the pub- 
lic affairs. If the measure were poht- 
poned much longer, all Flanders, halt 
Brabant, the W’hole of Holhind, Ze’and, 
Gueldres, Toumay, Lille, Mechhn, 
would be lost forever, witliouta chance 
of ever restormg the ancient religion 
The country, in short, w’as without 
faith, king, or laws,”^ and nothiii5{ 
worse cou ld be apprehended fiom anj 

* “ Que en f.ut do' l.rrehgioM lea Aitn Ale- ^ 
sums IcB favonseront oiro'> qu’ilz ‘■oitiit cn 1.. 

souldodoV Mat ct ccnsequcmincntoscrinb 

plus tol barbouillcr quelquo chose '' — IbiJ 

* ** Vous l*eussiez veu marcher en cam 
pmgno avec nno arm8e de 00,000 hommea cl 
avoir rcduicbeu sa puissance laville dc Brux- 
elles — par un exploit soudnin sc f'lsb 
oisement empare do la principaulte du Paj’4 
Bas," etc , etc. — ^Pontus Fayen MS. 

* U^ubbshed Ictler of imehess of FoTTna. ^ 

^ “£stant quasi tout le pays sans foy, n / 

et loy, et le peu que demeurc entier s’en vn 
journellcment empirant.*'—- Ibid. 
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ileUberatian of tlie states-generaL These 
being the opinions o{ the Dachesa, end 
acco^ing to her statement those of 
nearly idl the good Catholics in the 
country, it co^d hardly seem astonish- 
igg or treasonable ttiat the Friucs 
should also be in favour of the moa- 
i snre. } 

• hs the Duchess grew stronger, how- 
ever, and as the people, aghast at the 
fate of Toumay and Valenciennes, be- 
gan to lose courage, she saw less reason 
far assembling the states. Orange, on 
the other hand, completely deseited 
by Bgmont and Horn, and haviug little 
confidence in the characters of the ex- 
' confederates, remained comparatively 
quiescent but watchful. 

At the close of the year, an impor- 
tant p.imphlet' from his hand was cir- 
culated, in which his news as to the 
necessity of allowing some degree of 
. religions freedom were urged upon the 
royal government with his usual saga- 
city of thought, moderation of lan- 
guage, and modesty in tone. The 
man who had held the moat important 
civil and military ofiSces in the comitry 
almost from boyhood, and who was 
looked up to by friend and foe as the 
most important personage in the three 
milUoiiB of its ichabibxtits, apologised 
for his “ presumption ” in coining foi> 
ward pubholy with his advice “ I 
would not," he said, “in ni.i|tcr3 of 
such impoitance, afifect to be wisei or 
to make greater pretensions than my 
age or exiierienoe wai rants, yet seeing 
affiius in such perplexity, I will rather 
incur the risk of being charged with 
forwardness than neglect that wliioli I 
consider my duty.’’ ® 

This, then, was the attitude of the 
principal personages in the Nether- 
lands, and the situation of afF.iirs at 
the end of the eventful near 1506, the 
last year of peace which the men then 
living or their children were to know. 
The government, weak at the com- 
mencement, was strong at the dose. 
The confederacy was broken and ecat- 
tered. The Request, the beggar ban- 


r Archives et Corrospondauae, u. 429-450 
s^mpare Hopper, Fieo. et Mem , ill. It Is 
- also given in Iwr. in. 231-133. 

* Archives et Ccrrespoadance, 11. 430, 431 

* Ouicclaidlnh 458^ sgq. 


quota, the public preaching, the imag» 
breaking, the Accord of August, baa 
been followed by reaction. Toumay 
had accepted its garrison. Egmont, 
completely obedient to the crown, was 
compelling all the cities of Flanders 
and Ai toia to receive soldieis sufficient 
to maintain implicit obedience, and to 
extinguish all heretical demonstrations, 
so th.it tho Begent was at comparative 
leisure to effieot the reduction of Va- 
lenciennoa. 

This ancient city, in the province of 
Haiaault,and on the frontier of France, 
liad been founded by the Emperor 
Velcntiuian, from whom it had derived 
its name 3 Origiti.aI]y established by 
him as a city of refuge, it had received 
the privilege of aifui^ing an a^Iiim to 
debtors, to outlaws, and even to mur- 
dciers. This ancient right had been 
continued, under certain modifications, 
even till the period witb which wo are 
now occupied.* Never, however, ac- 
cording to the government, had the 
right of asylum, even in the wildest 
times, been so abused by the city be- 
fore. 'What were debtors, robbers, 
murderers, compared to heretics ? yet 
these worst enemies of their race 
sirarmed in tho robollious city, prac- 
tising oven now tlie foulest rites of 
Calvin, and obeying those most pesti- 
lential of all preachers, Guido do Bray, 
and Feregiine de ia Grange. The 
place wnsjtlie hot-bed of heresy and 
sedition, and it seemed to be agreed, 
as by common accord, that the last 
struggle for what was called the now 
loligion, should take place beneath its 
w.all' “ 

Pleasintly situated in a fertUo valley, 
provided ivith very strong fortifications 
and very deep moats, Valenciennes, 
with tho Sclield flowing through its 
centre, and fumiBliing the means of 
laying tho circumjacent meadows un- 
der water, was considered in those 
days almost impregnable.'' Tho city 
was summoned, almost at the same 
time as Toumay, to accept a garrison. 
This demand oi govemnient was met 

4 Guicciardini, 458, sqc, 

9 — . II semblolt qua dc la fortune de 

Valonciennes dependoit celle dc toute Is 
gncUHcne.’* — ^Valenciennes MS. 

< Guicciardini, ubi eup. 
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Ilf apeteoiptoryiefnaaL ^olrcarmes, 
*towaid8 the middle of December, 
mdeied the magistrates to send a de- 
patation to confer n ith him at Condd. 
Pensionary Outreman accordingly re- 
paired to that neighbouring city ac- 
companied by some of his colleagues.^ 
This committee was not unfaTOUiable 
to the demands of goeemment. The 
ma^stracies of the cities, generally, 
were iar from rebellious; but in the 
ease of Talenciennea the real power 
at that moment was with the C^vin- 
ist consistory and the ministers. The 
deputies, after their return from Condd, 
summoned the leading members of the 
reformed religion, together with the 
preachers. It was urged, that it was 
their duty forthwith to use their in- 
fluence in favour of the demand made 
by the government upon the city.* 
"Kay I grow mute as a fish*" an- 
swered de la Orange, stoutly, "may 
the tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, before I persuade my people 
to accept a garrison of cruel merce- 
uatiea, oy whom their rights of con- 
science are to be trampled upon ! ” ^ 
Councillor Outreman reasoned with 
the fiery minister, that if he and his 
colleague were afraid of their own 
lives, ample provision should be mads 
with govemment for their departure 
under safe conduct. La Orange re- 
plied that he had no fears for himself, 
that the Lord would protect those who 
preached and those who believed in 
His holy Word, but that He would not 
forgive them should they now bend 
their necks to his enemies.* 

It was soon very obvious that no 
arrangement could he made. The 
magi^rates could exert no authority, 
the preachers were all-powerful, and 
the citizens, said a Catholic inhabitant 
of Valenciennes, ** allowed themselves 
to ho led by their ministers like oxen.”* 
Upon the 17th December 1566, a pro- 
d^ation was accordingly issued by 
the Duchess Begent, declaring the city 

* Volencicimes US 
>Md. 

* Ihid, PontuB Payen HS 

* 5?^ * monoienuca MS 

P™®l»™.ation IB given m Bor. ill. 

' Proclamation in Bor, ubi aop, 


in a state of siege, and all its inhabi- 
tants rebels.* The crimes for which 
this penalty was denounced were ela- 
borately set forth in the edict. Preach- 
ing according to the refirmod religion 
had been permitted in two or three 
churches, the sacrament according tc 
the Ca'vinistic maimer had been pub- 
Uciy administered, together with a 
renunciation by the communicants of 
their adhesion to the Catholic Churi'b, 
and now a rebelliouB refusal to recci t e 
the garrison sent to them by tlie 
Duchess had been added to the but at 
their iniquities. For ofiences like 
these the Begent deemed it her duty 
to forbid all inhahitonta of any city, 
village, or province of the Jfethti- 
lands holdi^ communication with 
Valenciennes, buying or solUng with 
its inhabitants, or fumishmg them 
with provisions, on pain of being con- 
sidered accomplices in their rebellion, 
and as suck of being executed with the 
halter.^ 

The city was now invested by 
Noircarmea with all the troops which 
could be spared. The confederates 
gave promises of assiBtance to the 
beleaguered citizens, Orange privately 
encouraged them to hold out in their 
legitimate refusal;’ Brederode and 
others busied themselves with hostile 
demonstrations which were destined 
to remain barren; hut in the mean- 
time the inhabitantB had nothing to 1 
rely upon save their oivn stout hcaita I 
and arms. ' 

At first, the siege was susbiiued 
with a light heart. Frequent salliis 
were made, smart skirr^hes wcie 
ventured, in which the Huguenots, on 
the testimony of a most bitter Githo- 
lie contemporary, conducted them- 
selves with the bravery of veteian 
troops, and os if they hod done 
noting all their lives hut fight,'' ' 
forays were mode upon the monas- 
teries of the neighbourhood for tlie 
purpose of procuring supplies, and the 

> Conespondance de Guillaume le Tacit , 
preface, cxlix., cL, notes. 

* "Bortoient joumoUement aux eecai- 
mouches combattons avee hordlcsse et dex- 
fentd comme si toutta leur vie n'Gusscut ei 
f.iict eultro chose quo porter Ics armes.”-^ 
Puntiie Payee MS. 
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brcJcen statues of iJie dismantled 
churches were used to build a bridge 
across an arm of the river, which was 
called in derision the budge of idols.^ 
Noircarmes end six officers under 
him, who were thought to be con* 
ducting their operations with languor, 
were christened the Seven SLfepers.^ 
Gigantic spectades, three feet in cir* 
cumfarence, were planted derifiirel 7 
upon the ramparts, in order that the 
artillery, which it was said that the 
Papists of Arras were sending, might 
be seen, as soon as it should ariKe^ 
Councillor Outreman, who had left 
the city before the siege, came mto it 
again, on commission fiom Noircarmes. 
He was received with contempt, his 
proposals on behalf of the goveniincnt 
were answered w'ith outcries of fury ; 
he was pelted with stones, and was 
very glad to make his escape alive.** 
The pulpits thundered with the t«v 
iiant deeds of Joshua, Judos Hacca* 

i beus, and other Bible heroes.^ The 
miracles wrought in their behalf 
served to encourage the enthusiasm 
of the people, uhilo the movomonts 
.making at vaiious points in the 
neighbouihood encouraged a hope of 
a general /rising thioughout the 
: country. 

Those hopes were destined to dis- 
appointment. Theie wcio laigc as- 
semblages made, to be 6iirc,| at tuo 
L pomte. Noaily three thouaand scc- 
r taiios had been collected at Laimoy, 
I under Pierre CoiuaiUe, who, having 
- been a locksmith, and aftenvards a 
Cahmiist picachcr, was now disposed 
to tiy his fortune as a goneraL^ His 
band was, however, disorderly. Rustics 
armed with pitchforks, young students 
and old soldiers out of employment, 
furnished with rusty matchlocks, jiikes, 
and halberds, composed his force ^ A 


company similar in character, and ^ 
already amounting to some twelve 
hundred in number, was collecting at 
Watrelota.^ It was hoped that an 
imposing array would soon be as* 
semblcd, and that the two bands, 
making a junction, would then march 
to the relief of Valenciennos* It 
was boasted that in a very short 
time thirty thousand men would lie 
in the There was even a fear 

of some such result felt by the 
CathoUca 

It was then that Noivcaimes and 
his " seven sleepers ” shewed that they 
were awake. Early m January 1567, 
that fierce soldiei, among whose vices 
slothfulncss was ceriainly never reck- 
oned before or afterwards, fell upon 
the locksmith’s aimyat Lonnoy, while 
the Seigneur dc Rassinghem attacked 
I the foice at AVabiclots on tho same 
' day.^® Xoircarmes dosti'oycd half lua 
enemies at tlio very firat charge. The 
ill-assorted rabble foU asunder at 
once. The preacher fought well, but 
his undisciplined force fled at the flist 
sight of the enemy. Those who cojr* 
ried arquebusses threw them down 
without a single discharge, that they 
might run the faster. At least a 
thousand were soon stretched dead 
upon the field; obhcis were hunted 
into tho liver Tucnty-six hundred, 
accouUng to the Catholic accounts, 
uciccxter’phiatcd in an Iioui.** 

Rasbinghem, on Ins i^&i't, uith five 
or SIX liundied icgulars, attacked 
Teriers force, nunibeiing at least 
in ice as many. Half of these u ei e 
soon cut to pieces and put to flight Six 
hundied, however, who had seen some 
service, took lefuge m the cemetery of 
tVatrelots Here, from behind the 
stone wall of the euclusure, they sns- 
tauied tho attack of the Catholics u itl 


!> Pontus Payon MS. 

* **Lcs guouv Ics appclloicnt los eept 
donooDs Valonclcnncs MS 

* “lie Avoient fichez sur lours ramparts 
de fort lon^es picnucs et au bout d'lcellcs 
attache de fort giaudos lunettes auitcs trois 

S leds on diamctrc, ct quaud ou leiir deman- 
oit a quo/ oiles scivaicnt, ruspondaionx> 
^ loyeuseznciit quo c*estoit pour descouvnr do 
r blue long rartilloiie quo Ics Paplstos d' Amts 
aebvoleut envoler,"eto., oto»-~FoutuB Payou 


• Valcuciciiuos M3. 

• Ibid. 

• JbJiL Ponlus Paven M3. 

^ Puntus Payctt M3 

» Jbid. 

» Ibid 

10 ibul YalcDcionneaMS. Comn 
j/n 123, Stinda, vi. 250^257. y 

1 11 Groon v. Piinst, Andilva^ > 
S Compare Strodo, ubi 2 
sup ; Fontus Poyea UBi - 
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(, Boma The repoBe oi the dead 

in the quiet oountiy churchyard was 
disturbed by the uproar of a most 
sanguinary conflict. The temx>orary 
fort vras soon earned, and the Hugue- 
nots retreated into the church. K 
rattling arqusbusade was poured in 
upon them as they struggled in the 
narrow door-way.’ At least four hun- 
dred corpses weio soon strewn among 
the ancient grares. The rest were 
hunted into the church, aud from the 
church into the belfry. A fire was 
then made in the steeple, and kept up 
till sJl were roasted or suffocated.^ Not 
a man escaped. 

This was the issue In the first 
stricken field in the Netheilands for 
the cause of roUgions hberty. It 
must be confessed that it was not very 
encouraging to the lorers of freedom. 
The partisans of goTeinment were 
elated, in proportion to the apprehen- 
sion wUch had been felt for the 
result of this rising in the AValloon 
country. “These good hypocrites,” 
OTOte a eorreapondeut of Oiange, "are 
lifting up their heads like so many 
dromedaries They ate becoming un- 
manageable with pride."^ The iJuke 
of Aerschot and Count hleghcm gat e 
great banquets in Brussels, where all 
the good chevaliers drank deep in 
honour of the nctory, and to the 
health of his Majesty and Madame, 
" I saw Berlaymont just -go by the 
window," wrote Schwartz to the 
Pnnoo. “ He was coming from Aer- 
Bchot's dinner with a face as red as the 
Cardinal's new hat ” ’ 

On the other hand, the citizens of 
Valenciennes were depressed in equal 
measure with the exultation of their 
antagonists. Thera was no more talk 
of seven sleepers now, no more 
lunettes stuck upon lances, to spy the 
coming forces of the enemy. It was 
felt that the government was wide 
awake, and that the city would soon 

1 Foutua Payee MS, 
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)ice Use impending honors w.thou 
telescopes. The siege was piebeecl 
more closely. Noircarmes took up a 
commandiiig position at Saint Aria aud, 
by which he was enabledito cut oil all 
communication between the city and 
the surrounding country. All the 
villagcl in the neighbourhood weie 
pillaged; all the fiel^ laid waste. All 
the infam ies which an insolent soldiery 
can inflict upon hcloless pcasuitiy 
were daily enacted. Men and women 
who attempted any oommiuiicatiou 
with the city, were murdeied in cull 
blood by hundreds.* The villineia 
were plundered of their ttubei.i’nlo 
possessions; children were stiipinil 
naked in the midst of winter foi the 
sake of the rags which covei ml them , 
matrons and virgins were sold at pah- 
lie auction by the tap of drum ; ' suk 
and wounded wietelies were bornid 
over slow fires, to afford amiibcment 
to the BoldieiB.® In brief, the w liole 
unmitigated curse which mililiiy 
power inflimed by religious bigotiy 
can embody, had descended upon the 
heads of these unfoitunate proi luci.iN 
who hsd dared to worship God i>) 
Christian churches without a Koiine 
ritual. 

Meantime the city niaiutaiiicd a 
stout heart still. The whole popiili 
tion were arranged under diffeiont 
banners The rich and pooi alike took 
arms to defend the waUs which bhcl- 
tei ed them.® The town ptupei s w u o 
enrolled in three eoinpaniea, wh uli 
bore the significant title of the “Tous- 
nuds” or the " Stark-nakeds,”“ cud 
many was the fierce conflict deliveiLd 
outside the gates by men, who, m tlis 
words of a Catholic then in the cily, 
might rather he taken for “ expei i 
enced veterans than for burghem and 
artisans.'’^ At the same timp, to tlio ^ 
honour of Valenciennes, it must )«' 
stated, upon the same incontest ib!.' 
authorily, that not a Catholic in the 

tauts of Yalencieunes to tbo Kmgbta of tbs 
Fleece — $ 9, apuit Bor, 111. 
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eify was injured or insulted. Tlie 
priests wUo had remained there were 
not allowed to say mass, but they 
never met with on opprobrious word or 
look from tlm people ^ 

The iuhamtots of the city called 
upon the confederates for assistauce. 
They also issued an address ito the 
Knights of the Fleece/ a papa which 
narrated the story of their wrongs in 
pathetic and startling language. They 
appealed to those puissant and illus- 
trious chevaliers to prevent the peipe- 
trarion of the great wrong which was 
now impendmg over so many innocent 
heads. "AVait not,” they B.iid, “till 
the thunderbolt has fallen, till the de- 
luge has overwhelmed us, till the fires 
alieady blazing have laid the land m 
coals and ashes, till no other course be 
possible, but to abandon the country 
in its desolation to foieign barbarity. 
Let the cause of the oppressed come to 
our ears. So shall your conscience 
ecome a shield of iion; so shall the 
happiness of a whole country witness 
before the angels, of your truth to his 
Majesty, in the cause of his true gran- 
deur and glory.”' 

These stirring appals to an order of 
which Philip was chief, Viglius chan- 
cellor, Kguiont, M.an<>feld, Aeischot, 
lierlaymont, and others, chevahcis, 
were not hkely to produce much effect. 
The city could rely upon no assistauce 
in those high quai ters. ' 
Meantime, however, the bold Biede- 
rode was attempting a very exteusivo 
diversion, which, if sucoesriul, would 
have saved Valenoiennes and the whole 
country beside. That eccentric per- 
sonage, during the autumn and winter, 
had been creating distuibances in vari- 
ous parts of the country. 'Wherever 
he happened to be established, there 
came from the windows of his apart- 
ments h. sound of revcliy and ujiioar. 
Suspicious characters in various cos- 
tumes thronged his door and dogged 

1 “ Si no loceuront ils toutca fois aucunca 
Injures ny faseborio exccptc qu'on leur do- 
fetidit do dire la messe, l^uolio lo bon Fie- 
lat do B, Jean disoit sccrottcinont en sa 
ebombrcpoursacons'ilation " — yolencionncs 
MS a Auto, page 12. 
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his footsteps.* At the same time tlia 
authorities felt themselves obliged to > 
treat him with respect. At Horn he 
had entertained many of the leading 
citizens at a great banquet. The health 
of the beggars had been drunk in 
mighty potations, and their shibboleth 
had resounded through the house. In 
the midst of the festivities, Brederoda 
had suspended a beggar’s medal around 
the neck of the burgomaster, who had 
consented to be bis guest upon that 
occasion, but who had no intention of 
enrolhng himself in the fraternities of 
actual or political mendicants. The 
excellent magistrate, however, was near 
becoming a member of both. The 
emblem by which he had been con- 
spicuously adorned pioved very em- 
barrassing to him upon his recovery 
fiom the effects of his orgies with the 
"great beggar,” and he was subse- 
quently punished for his imprudence 
by the couhscatiou of half his pro- 
peixy.*’ 

Ealy in January, Brederode had 
stationed himself in his city of Viane. 
There, in virtue of his seignorial rights, 
he had removed all statues and other 
Popish emblems from the churches, 
pel fonningtheoperation,how'evor, with 
much quietness and decorum. He 
had also collected many disordei ly men- 
at-arms in this city, and had strength. 
cned its fortifications, to resist, as he 
i»ii<J, the tliieatoned attacks of Duke \ 
Eiic of riiunswick and his German 
mercenaries ^ A prmtmgpress was 
establislicd in the place, whence satin- 
c.il pamphlets, hymn hooks, and other 
pestiferous productions, were con- 
stantly issuing, to the annoyance of 
government.^ Many lawless and up- 
loaiious hidividualB enjoyed the 
Count’s hospitality. All the dregs 
and filth of the provinces, accoidmg 
to Doctor Vighiis, were accumulated 
at 'V'rane ns in a cesspool • Along the 
placid banks of the Lech, on which 
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rivei; the eily etande, the " hydfa of 
^ tehellioii lay ever coiled and threat* 
eniog. 

Br^rode was supposed to be re- 
Tolvizig vast schemes, both political 
and notary, and Hargaret of Fanna 
me kqit in eontinual apprehension by 
the bravado of this very noisy con- 
spirator. She called upon Willurfn of 
Orange, as usual, for assistance. The 
]?rince, however, was very ill-disposed 
to come to her relief. An extreme 
disgust for the policy of the govem- 
raent already began, to ebaianteciae his 
public language. In the autumn and 
winter he had done all that man could 
do for the safety of the monarch’s 
crown, and for the people’s happiness. 
His services in Antwerp have been re- 
corded. As soon as he could tear him- 
lelf from t^t city, where the magis- 
trates and all classes of citizens clung 
to him as to their only saviour, hc had 
hastened to tranquilliae the provinces 
of Holland, Zeland, and Utrecht. He 
had made arrangement! m the principal 
citaea there upon the same basis which 
he had adopted in Antwerp, and to 
which Margaret had consented in 
August. It was quite out of the 
qu^ion to establish order without 
permitting the reformers, who consti- 
tuted mu^ the laiger portion of the 
population, to have hbeity of religious 
exercises at some places, not ccnse- 
crated, within the cities. 

At Amsterdam, for instaftie, as he 
informed the Duchess, there were 
swarms of unlearned, baibarous people, 
mariners and the like,’ who could by 
no means perceive tiie propriety of 
doing their preaching in the ojicn 
countty, eeeing that the open country, 
at that season, was quite under water.’ 
Margaret’s gracious suggestion that, 
perhaps, sometbiug might he done 
with boats, was also considered inad- 
missible. " I know not,” said Orange, 
“who could have advised your High- 
ness to make such a proposition.’’’ He 
informed her, likewise, that the bar- 
' barouB mariners had a cl ear ri ght to 
‘ "'igl. od J. ltoppei*um, 


their preaching, for the custom had 
already been established previously to 
the August treaiy, at a p&e called tbs 
“ Lastadge,” among the wharves. “ In 
the name of God, then,’^ wrote Mar- 
garet, “ let them continue to preach in 
the Lastadge.’’’ This being all the 
barbari ms wanted, an Accord, with 
the fun consent of the Begent, was 
drawn up at Amsterdam and the other 
northern cities. The Catholics kept 
churches and cathedrals, but in the 
winter season, the greater part of the 
population obtained permission to nor- 
ship God upon dry Imd, in worebousca 
Bud dock-yards. 

AVithin a very few weeks, however, 
the whole arrangement was coolly c.vn* 
celled by the Duchess, her permiasiuii 
revoked, and peremptory prohibition o{ 
all preaching withinor without the w.iUa 
proclaimed.’ The government nas 
growing stronger. HadnotNoircarmcd 
and Bassinghem cut to pieces thi eo or 
four thousand of these sectaries march- 
ing to battle under parsons, locksmiths, 
and simdiar chieftains? Were not all 
lovers of good government “ erecting 
their heads like dromedaries’’! 

It may easily he comprehended that 
the Frince could not with complacency 
permit himeelf to be thus perpetually 
stultified by a weak, false, and impen 
ous woman. She had repeatedly called 
upon him when she was appalled at 
the tempbst and sinking in the ocean; 
and she had os constantly dlsaTowed 
his deeds and reviled his character 
when ehe felt herself in safety agiun. 
He had tronquillised the old Bataiian 
provmoes, where the old Batavian 
spirit stiU lingered, by his pereonal in- 
fluence and his unwearied exerliona 
Men of all ranks and religions were 
grateful for his labours. The Be- 
loriners had not gained much, but they 
were satisfied. The Catholics retained 
their churches, their property, their 
consideration. The states of Holloud 
had voted him fifty thousand flonns,’ 
as an acknowledgment of his efforts m 
rcstormg peace. He had refused the 
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present. He was in debt, pressed for 
money, but be did not eboose, as he 
informed Philip, "that men should 
think his aotions governed by motives 
of avarice or jiarbicular interest, instead 
of ^e true affection which he bore to 
his Majesty’s service and the good of 
the country Nevertheless,!^ back 
was hardly turned before all his woik 
was undone by the Pegent. 

A new and important step on the 
part of the government had now placed 
Mm in an attitude of almost avowed 
rebellion. -All functionaries, from go- 
vernors of provinces down to subalterns 
in Uie army, were requiied to take a 
new oath of allegiance, "novum et 
hactenua inusitatum religionis jura- 
Hentum,** ® as the Prince charactei ised 
it, which was, he said, quite equal to 
^e Inquisition. Eveiy man who bore 
hia Majesty’s commission was oi derod 
solemnly to pledge himself to obey the 
orders of government, eveiywhere, and 
ogainst every person, without limita- 
tion or restriction.^ Count Mansfeld, 
now "factotum at Brussels,”^ had 
taken the oath with great fervour. So 
had Aerschot, Berlaymont, Meghem, 
and, after a little wavermg, Egmoiit ^ 
Oiunge spumed the proposition. He 
had taken oaths enou^ which he 
had never broken, nor intended now 
to break. He W'aa ready still to do 
everything conducive to the i cal interest 
of the monarch. Who daieci do moio 
was no true sen'ant to the gorcnmient, 
no true lover of the country'. Ho would 
never disgi'acc himself by a blind 
pledge, thiough which he might be 
oonstrained to do acts detrimental, in 
his opinion, to the safety of the crown, 
the happiness of the commonwealth, 
and his own honour. The alternative 
presented he willingly embraced.^ He 
renounced all his offices, and desired no 
longer ^0 serve a government whose 
pohey he did not approve, a King by 
whom he was suspected. 

His resignation was not accepted by 
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the Duchess, who still made efforts to 
retain the aervicos of a man who was^ 
necessary to her administration. She 
begged mm, notwithstandingthe purely 
defensive and watchful attitude which 
he had now assumed, to take measures 
that Brederode should abandon bis 
mischievous courses. She also le* 
prooched the Prince with having fui> 
mshod that personage with artillery 
for lus fortifications. Orange answered 
somewhat contemptuously, that he was 
' not Brederode’s keeper, and had no 
occasion to meddle wi^ bin affairs ^ 
He had given him three small field 
pieces, promised long ago; net that he 
mentioned that circumstance as an 
excuse for the donation. " Thank 
God,” said he, “we have always had 
the bbeHy in this country of mitlring 
to friends or relatives what presents 
we liked, and methinks that things 
have come to a pretty pass when such 
trifles aie scnitmised.” ® Cortamly, 
os Suzemin of Viane, and threatened 
u ith invasion in his seignorial rights, 
the Count might think himself justi- 
fied in sticngthening the bulwarks of 
luB little stionghold, and the Piince 
could hardly be deemed very seriously 
to endangei the safety of the crown 
by the msignifieant present which 
annoyed the Kegcnt. 

It IB not so agreeable to contemplate 
the apparent intimacy which the Prince 
acccadcd tesQ disreputable a character; 
but that Ul aiige was now in hostility to 
the goveininent, was com meed by evi- 
dence, whose accuracy time was most 
signally to establish, that his cwn 
head, as well os many others, were 
alicady doomed to the block, while the 
whole countiy was devoted to abject 
servitude, and he was therefore dis- 
posed to look with moie indulgence 
upon the follies of those 'nho were 
endeavouring, however weakly and in- 
sanely, to avei't tho honors which he 
foresaw. The time foi reasoning had 
passed. All that tiue wisdom and 
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ptaottea! Btateummchip coaid suggeBt, 
as liad already placed at tbe disposal 
of a woman vho stabbed him in the 
baok even while she leaned upon his 
^ arm — of a King 'who bad already 
drawn hia death-warrant, while re- 
proaching his "cousin of Orange " for 
want of confidence in the royal friend- 
ship. Was ha now to attempt the 
subjugation of hia country inter- 
fering with the proceedings of man 
whom he had no power to command, 
and who, at least, were attempting to 
oppose tyranny? Sven if he should do 
BO, he was perfectly aware of the re- 
ward reserved for his loyalty. He 
liked not such honours as he foresaw 
for all those who had ever interposed 
between the monarch and bis ven- 
geance. For himaelf, he hod the libe- 
ration of a country, the foundation of a 
free oormnonwealth, to achieve. There 
was much work for those hands before 
he should &11 a victim to the crowned 

WUHMinn 

JBarly in February, Brederode, Eoog- 
straaten, Horn, and some other gentle- 
men, visited the Pnnee at Breda.* 
Here it is supposed the advice of 
Orange was asked concerning the new 
movement contemplated by Brederode 
He was bent upon presenting a new 
petition to the Duchess with great 
solemnity. There is no evidence to 
shew that the Prince approved the 
step, which must have seemjd to him 
superfluous, if not puerile. He pro- 
bably regarded the matter with in- 
difference. Brederode, however, who 
was fond of making demonstrations, 
and thought himself endowed with a 
genius for such work, wrote to the 
Begent for letteis of safe conduct that 
he might come to Brussels with his 
petition. The passports were con- 
temptuously refused. He then came 
to Antwerp, from which city he for- 
warded the document to Brussels in a 
letter. 

By this new Bequest, the exercise of 
Beformed reh^on was olauned as a 
right, while the Duchess was sum- 

* Correspondanc^'do Guillaume le Thcit,. 
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moned to disband ibefcrcos which he 
hod been coUeoting, and to mamtain 
in good faith the “August” treaty.’ 
These cloinis were somewhat bolder 
than those of the previogs April, al- 
though the liberal fxirty was much 
weaker, and the confederacy entirely 
dlsbenclpd. Brederode, no doubt, 
thought it good generalship to throw 
the last loaf of bread into the enemy's 
camp before the city should surrender, 
TTib haughty tone 'was at once takeu 
down ly Margaret of Parma. “ She 
wondered," she said, “what manner of 
nobles these were, who, after request- 
ing, a year before, to be saved only 
from ihe Jnquirition, now presumed 
to talk about preacbiug in 'be cities. 
The concessions of August bad alwaye 
been odious, and were now cancelled. 
“ As for you and your accoinplieea,” 
abe continued to the Count, “yuii 
will do well to go to your homes .it 
once without meddling 'with pubho 
affairs, fur, in case of ^obedience, ] 
shall deal -with you as I shall deem ex- 
pedient.* 

Brederode, not easily abashed, dis- 
regarded the advice, and contmued 
in Antwerp. Here, accepting the 
answer of the Begent as a formal de- 
elaiation of hostihties, he busied him- 
self in levying troops in and about the 
rity.* 

Orangq had returned to Antwerp 
early in February. During hia ab- 
sence, Hoogstraaten bad acted as gover- 
nor at the instance of the Prince and 
of the Begent. During the winter tbit 
nobleman, who was young and fiery, 
hod cairied matters with a high hand, 
whenever there bad been the least 
attempt at sedition. Liberal in piiii- 
ciples and the devoted friend uf 
Orange, he was disposed, hoivever, to 
prove that the champions of religious 
liberty were not the patrons of sedi- 
tiou. Ariot occurring in the cathedral, 
where a idolent mob were engaged m 
defacing whatever 'was left to deface 
in that church, and in heaping inBults 
on the Papists at their wor^p, the 

* Bor. ill 149-161, Arcluvea ct Corro- 
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Uttle Count) wEo, sajrB a Catholic con- 
temporary, “had l£e courage of a 
lion," dowed in among them, aword in 
hand, killed three upon the apot, and, 
aided by hie foUoweTB, aucceeded in 
alaying, wounding, or capturing all the 
reat^ He had alao tracked the ring- 
leader of the tumult to hia lodgmg, 
where he had caused him to be arrest- 
ed at midnight, and hanged at once 
in hia shirt without any form of trial.* 
Such rapid proceedings little resembled 
the calm and judicious moderation of 
Orange upon all occasions, but they 
eei-tainly might have sufficed to con- 
vince Philip that all antagonists of 
the Inquisition were not heretics and 
outlaws. Upon the arrival of the 
Prince in Antwerp, it was considered 
advisable that Hoogstraaten should 
remain associated with him in the 
temporary government of the city,* 

During the month of February, 
Brederode remained in Antwerp, se- 
cretly enrolling troops. It was pro- 
bably his intention — if so desultory 
and irresponsible an individual could 
be said to have an intention — ^to make 
BU attempt upon the Island of IVid- 
cberen. If such important cities as 
Flushing and hliddelburg could bo 
gained, he thought it possible to pre- 
vent the armed invasion now soon 
expected from Spain. Orange had 
sent an officer to those cjties, who 
wastoreconnoitic their condition, and 
to advise them against receiving a 
garrison from goveniment without I 
hia authority.* So far he connived at ' 
Crederode’s proceedings, as he had a 
perfect right to do, for Walcheren 
was within what had been the Prince's 
goveniment, and .he had no disposi- 
tion that these cities should shaie the 
fate of Toumay, VaJeucienues, Bois 
le D^, and other towns which had 
already passed or were passing under 
the spears of foreign metcenoriea. 

It IS also probable that he did not 
take any special pains to chock the 
enrolments of Brederode, The peace 
of Antwerp was not endangered, and 
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to the preservation of that city the 
Prince seemed now to limit himself,* 
He was hereditary burgrave of Ant- 
werp, but officer of Philip's nevermore. 
Despite the ehnll demands of Duchess 
Margaret, therefore, the Prince did 
not take very active measures by 
which the crown of Philip might he 
secured. He, perhaps, looked upon 
the struggle almost with indifference. 
Nevertheless, he iaeued a formal pro- 
clamation by which the Count's en- 
listments were forbidden. Van dor 
Aa, a gentleman who had been active 
in making these levies, was compelled 
to leave the city.* Brederode was al- 
ready gone to the north to busy him- 
self with further enrolments.* 

In the meantime there had been 
much alarm at Brussels. Bgmont, 
who omitted no opportunity of maui- 
f^ing his loyalty, offereil to throw 
himself at once into the Isle of Wal- 
cheren, for the purpose of dhlodginj) 
any rebels who might have effected^ 
entiance.* He collected aocordmgly 
seven or eight hundred Walloon vete- 
rans, at his disposal in Flanders, in 
the little port of Sas de Ghent, pre- 
pared at once to execute his intention, 

“ worthy,” says a Catholic writer, “ of 
his well-known courage and magna- 
nimity.”* The 'Duchess expressed 
gratitude for the Count's devotion and 
loyalty, hut his services m the sequel 
pioved ijpnecBssary. The rebels, se- 
veral boat-loads of whom Iiad been 
cruising about in the neighbourhood 
of Flushing during the early part of 
M.irch, had been refused admittance 
into any of the ports on the island. 
They tberefoie sailed up the Beheld, 
and landed at a little village calledDs-- - 
trawcll, at the distance of somewhat 
moia than a mile from Antwcip.* 

The commander of the expedition 
was Marnix of Tholouse, bi other to 
Mamix of Samt Aldegonde, This 
young nobleman, who had left college 
to £ght for the cause of religious 
hberty, woe possessed of £ne talents 
and aooompli^menta.^* Like his illu» 
Bor, hi. 163; Meberen, iL 45: Uoofd, lu, 
120. » Bor, ill fSB. * Ibii 
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ttiouB brother, he was alreiidy a sincere 
'^janTart to the doctrines of the Reformed 
Church.^ Ho hod nothing, however, 
but courage to recommend him as a 
leader in a military expedition. He 
was a mere boy, utterly without ex- 
perience in the field,* His troops were 
raw levies, vagabonds, and outlaws. 

Such as it was, however, his army 
was soon posted at OstraweU in a con- 
venient position, and with considerable 
judgment. He had the Scheld and its 
dykes in his rear, on his right and left 
the dykes and the village. In front 
he threw up a breastwork and sunk a I 
trencK* Here then was set up the 
standard of rebellion, and hither flacked 
daily many malcontents from the coun- 
try round. AVithin a few days three 
thousand men were in his camp. On 
the other hand, Brederodo was busy in 
Holland, and boasted of takmg the 
field ere long with six thousand soldiei a 
at ihe very least. Together they would j 
march to the relief of Valenciennes, j 
and dictate peace m Brussels * 

It was obvious that this matter 
could not be aUowod to go on. The 
Duchess, with some trepidation, ac- 
cepted the offer made by Philip de 
Li^oy, Seigneur de Beauvoir, com- 
mander of her bodyguard in Brussels, 
to destroy this nest of rebels without 
delay.* Half the whole number of 
these soldiers was placed at his diepo- 
ution, and Egmont supplied De Beau- 
voir with four hundied of hS veteran 
1 ArValloons.® 

AVith a force numberiug only eight 
hundred, but all picked men, the in- 
trepid.officer undertook hia euterpiise, 
'fidm great despatch and secrecy. Upon 
the 12th March, the whole troop was 
sent off in small parties, to avoid sus- 
picion, and armed only with sword 
and dagger. Their helmets, buckler^ 
arquebuBses, corselets, epeai s, standards 
and drums, were delivered to their 
officers, by whom they were conveyed 
noisele^y to the place of rendezvous.* 
Before daybreak upon the following 



morning, De Beauvoir met hia soldiers 
at the abbey of Saint Bernard, within 
a league of Antwerp. Here he gave 
them their arms, supplied them with 
refreshments, and made them a briel 
speech.* He instmeted them that 
they were to advance, with furled 
bannarsrand without beat of drum, till 
within sight of the enemy, that the 
foremost section was to dehver its fire, 
retreat to the rear and load, to he fill- 
lowed by the next, which was to do the 
same, and above ali, that not an arque- 
bus should be discharged till the facea 
of the enemy could be distinguished* 

The troop started. After a few 
minutes' march they were in full sight 
of OstraweU. They then diapl.ucil 
their flags and advanced upon the fort 
with loud huzzas. Tholousc was as 
much taken by surprise as if they had 
suddenly emerged from the bowels of 
the earth.’* He had been informed 
that the government at Brussels w as 
in extieme tiopidation. AVhen he fiitt 
heard the advancing trumpets and 
sudden shouts, he thought it a detaeli- 
mont of Brederodc’s promised foiee. 
The cross on the banners” soon unde- 
ceived him. Nevertheless, “ Uke a bravo 
and geneiouB young gentleman as he 
was,”’* he lost no time in diawiug up 
Ills men for action, imploied them to 
defend their breastwoiks, which weie 
impregnable against eo emaU a fui cc, 
and instructed them to wait patiently 
with their fire, till the enemy weia 
near enough to be marked. 

These oiders were disobeyed. The 
“young scholar,” os De Beauvoir had 
designated him, bod no poivcr to infuse 
hiB oivn spirit into his rabble rout of 
followers. They wore already pamc- 
struok by the unexpected appeal ance 
of the enemy. The Catholics came un 
with the coolness of veteians, takmg as 
deliberate aim os if it bod been'' they, 
not their enemies, who were behind 
breastworks. The tioops of Tholouse 
fired wildly, precipitately, quite over 
the heads of the assailants. Many of 

* Ibid. — Compare the Lottuie of Do Beau- 
voir. published by M. Gacboi'd, Fref-ico, elc., 
ubi sup, 
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Che defenders were slain as fast as they 
shewed themselves above their bul> 
warks. The ditch was crossed, the 
breastwork caiTied at a single deteiv 
mined charge. The rebels made little 
resistance, but fled as soon as the 
enemy entered their fort. It was a 
hunt, not a batUe. IIundre()s \\ere 
stret^ed dead in the camp; htmdreds 
were driven into the Scheld; six or 
eight hundred took refuge in a farm< 
house; but Bo Beauvoir's men set fiic 
to the building, and every rebel who 
had entered it was burned alive or shot 
No quarter was given. Hardly a man 
of the three thousand who had held 
the fort escaped The body of Tholou&e 
was cut into a hundred pioccs.^ The 
Seigneur Be Beauvoir had reaaon, in 
the brief letter which ga^ o an accoimt 
of this exploit, to aasuio her Highness 
that there were ''some very valiant 
fellows in hia little troop.** Ocitainly 
they had accomplished the enterprise 
intrusted to them with promxitnesa, 
neatness, and entire success. Of the 
great rebellious gathering, which every 
day had seemed to grow more formid- 
able, not a vestige was left.^ 

This bloody drama had been enacted 
in full sight of Antwerp. The fight 
had lasted from daybreak till ten 
o'clock m the foieuoon, during the 
whole of which pciiod the oityiam- 
parts looking towards 0;»trawcll, the 
roofs of houses, the toweis of chuiche^, 
had been swarming with eager specta- 
tors The sound of di um and trumpet, 
the rattle of musketry, the shouts of 
victoiy, the despaiiingciieaof tlie van- 
quished^ weie heard by thousands who 
deeply sympathised with the rebels 
thus enduring so sanguinary a chastise- 
ment.* In ^twerp there were foity 
thousand people opposed to the Church 
of Rome."* Of this number the greater 
proporll^on were Calvmists, and of 
these Calvinists there were thousands 
looking down from the battlements 
upon the disastrous fight. 

1 "Lo B. Tholouze qui at est^ hachS en 
oent non obstant VofTre do doux mil 

escusqu'ilfiusoitpourroinsou,’ etc.— Lott^ 
of Do Beauvoir m Gachard, ubi sup. 

3 Gachard, Frcfaco, ubi sup, Fontus Fayen 
MS — CompaTO Bor, ib. 157. Meteron, f. 45. 
Btrodfik VI 250, S51. 


The excitement soon became tmeon- 
troUable. Before ten o'clock vast 
numbers of sectaries came pouring to- 
wards the Red Gate, which afforded 
the readiest egress to the scene of 
action; the drawbridge of the Ostra- 
u ell Gate having been destroyed the 
Bight before by command of Oiunge.* 
They came from every stiect and alley 
of tile city. Some were armed with 
lance, pike, or arquebus; soma bore 
sledge-hammers; others had the parti- 
sms, battle-axes, and huge two-hwded 
swoids of the previous century;* all 
were doternuned upon issuing foHh to 
the rescue of their friends in the fields 
outside the town. The wife of Tholouse, 
not yet aware of her husband’s death, 
although hia defeat was obvious, flew 
from street to street, calling upon the 
Oahinists to save or to avenge their 
perishiug bicthren.^ 

A terrible tumult prevailed. Ten 
thousand men uere already up and in 
arras. It was then that the l*rince of 
Orange, who was sometimes described 
by hia enemies as timid and pusiUonl- 
moua by nature, shewed the mettle he 
was made of. His senso of duty no 
longer bn<le him defend the crown of 
Philip — which thenceforth was to bo 
inti listed to the hirelmgs of the Inqui- 
sition — but the vast population of Ant- 
werp, the women, the children, and 
the enoimous wealth of the richest 
city in the world, had been confided to 
his enre, alid he had accepted the re- 
sponsibility. liloiiutiug his horse, he 
nuule his appcaiauco instantly at tlie 
Red Gate, b^oie as formidable a mob 
as man has ever faced.* He came there 
almost alone, without guards. Hoog- 
Btraaten amved soon ^tervvards with 
the same intention. The Prince was 
received with howls of execration. A 
thousand hoarse voices called him the 
Pope's seivant, minister of Antichrist, 
and lavished upon him many more 
epithets of the same nature.* His life 
was in immment danger. A furious 

* 8tr.ida, Bor, 3reteren, ubi sup. 

* Letter of Sir T.-Greahom lu Bargoo, IL 
195 

* Bor, 111 167. Hoofd'>ui 121. 

* Poutus Fayen MB 7 BtrodA vi. S5j| 

* Bor, m. 157. Hoofd, hi 121 ^CoinpaM 

SLrada, vi. 202, 203. * Fontus pavan Mfll 


tfTS" U’Ke ^iae tf the Dutch, MepubCic, [156T, 


oloQiier levelled on arquelius full at j 
a bis breast. "Die^ treaf^rousviUian!" 
he cried: “ thou who art the cause that 
our brethren nave perished thus mise- 
rably in yonder field.”^ The loaded 
weapon was struck away by another 
hand in the crowd, while the Prince, 
neither daunted by the ferocioua de- 
monstrations against his life, nor en- 
raged by the virulent abuse to which 
he was subjected, continued tranquilly, 
earnestly, unperatively to address the 
crowd. 'Wiluain of Orange had that 
in his face and tongue “which men 
willingly call master — authority.” 
With what other talisman could he, 
without violence and without soldiers, 
have quelled even for a moment ten 
thousand furious Calvinists, armed, 
enraged agamst his person, and thirst- 
ing for vengeance on CathoUcs, The 
postern of the Bed Gate had already 
been broken through before Orange 
and his colleague, Hoogstraaten, had 
arrived. The most excited of the 
Calvinists were preparing to rush forth 
npon the enemy at Ostrawell. The 
Prince, after he had gained the ear of 
the multitude, urged that the battle was 
now over, that the Beformers were en- 
tuely cut to pieces, the enemy retiring, 
and that a disorderly and ill-armed mob 
would be unable to retrieve the for- 
tunes of the day. Many wore per- 
suaded to abandon the design. Five 
hundred of the most violent, however, 
insisted upon leaving the gtitee; and 
the governors, distinctly warning these 
zealots that their blood must be upon 
their own heads, reluctantly permitted 
that number to issue fiom the city. 
.^The rest of the mob, not appeased, but 
' uncertain, and disposed to take ven- 
geance upon the Catholics within the 
walls, for the disaster which had been 
oceuiring without, thronged tnmultn- 
ouriy to the long, wide street, called 
the Mere, situate m the very heart of 
tlifl city.® 

Meantime tiie ardour of those who 
had sallied from the gate grew scnsi- 
bly cooler, when tltfy found them- 


1 Bor, nl 167 IIooR’iii 121 
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selves in the open fields. De Beauvoir, 
whose men, after the victory, h^ 
scattered in pursuit of the fugitives 
now heard the tumult in the city. 
Suspecting an attack, h^ lallicd Ins 
compact little army again for a fre&h 
encounter. The last of the vanquished 
Tholoiaians who had hcen captured, 
more mrtunate than their picdeccs- 
Bors, had been spared for raii'-ont 
There were three hundred of them; 
ra&er a dangerous number oC pn- 
Sonera for a force of eight hundted, 
who were just going into another 
battle. Do Beauvoir commaotlod liia 
soldiers, therefore, to shoot thoui all,' 
This order having been aecoinpli^hcd, 
the Catholics marched towards Ant. 
werp, drums beating, eoloiiia 
The five hundred Calvinists, not likni" 
their appearance, and being in rcahty 
outiiumbered, retreated witbiu t'M 
gates as hastily as they bad just issued 
from them. De Beauvorr .advanu-il 
close to the city moat, on the margin 
of which he pLintotl the banneis ot 
the unfortunate Tholouae, and BOuntl'’d 
a trumpet of defiance. Finding that 
the citizens had apparently no stomach 
for the fight, he removed his trophies, 
and took his depaituia.^ 

On the other hand, the tumuH 
within the walls bad again inei eased. 
The Calvinists had been collectin'.; in 
great numbers upon the Meie This 
was a larje and splendid thoroughf-ue, 
rather an oblong market-plaoo than i 
street, filled with stately building's 
and communicating by vaiious ckm 
streets with the Exchange and witti 
many other public edifices. By an 
eaily hour in the afternoon twelr e or 
fifteen thousind Calvinists,® all armed 
and fighting men, had assembled up'Ui 
the place. They had bameaded tlie 
whole precinct with pavements and 
uptumwi waggons. They had ilreadj’ 
broken into the arsenal and obtained 


many field-pieces, which were planted 
at the entrance of every street and 
by-way. They had stormed the city 
j ail and liberated the prisoners, all o£ 
— ” Qiii fust aussitSt execute cue com- 
numds." 

* Pontus Poyen MB. 
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irhonij grateful and ferocious, came to 
sireU the numbers who defended the 
stronghold on the Here, A tremen- 
dous mischief was afoot. Threats of 
pillaging the churches and the houses 
of the Catholics, of sacking the whole 
opulent city, were distinctly heard 
among this powerful mob, excfied by 
leligious enthusiasm, but containing 
wi&in one great heterogeneous mass 
the elements of every crime which 
humanity can commit. The alaim 
throughout the city was indescribable. 
The cries of women and childien, as 
they remained in trembling expecta- 
tion of what the next hour might bring 
forth, were, said one who heaid them, 
enough to soften the hardest hearts 

Neveitheless, the diligence and 
courage of the Prince kept pace with 
the lusuri cction. He had caused the 
eight companies of guaids enrolled 
in September, to be mustered upon 
the square in front of the city hall, 
for the protection of that building 
and of the magistracy. He had sum- 
moned the senate of the city, the 
board of ancients, the deans of guilds, 
the ward masters, to consult wi& him 
at the coimcil-room. At the peril of 
bis life he hod again gone before the 
angry mob in the Mere, advancing 
against their cannon and their out- 
cries, and compelling them to appoint 
eight deputies to treat with him and 
the magistrates at the town-Aall. This 
done, quickly but deliberately he had 
drawn up six articles, to which these 
deputies gave their assent, and m 
u 111 eh the city govemmeut cordially 
umted. These articles provided that 
the keys of the city should remain in 
the possession of the Prince and of 
Hoogstraaten, that the watch should 
be held by burghers and soldiers to- 
gether, that the magistrates should 
permit the entrance of no garrison, 
and that the citizens should be in- 
trusted with the care of the charters, 
especially with that of the joyful 
entrance.’ 

These ai-rangements, when laid be- 


fore the assembly at the Mere by their 
dqiuties, were not received with* 
favour. The Calvinists demanded the 
keys of the city. They did not choose 
to be locked up at the mercy of any 
man. They had already threatened 
to blow the city hall into the air if 
the keys were not delivered to them.’ 
They daimed that burghers, without 
distmetion of religion, instead of mer- 
cenaiy troops, should be allowed to 
guard the market-place in front of the 
town-halL 

It was now nightfall, and no de- 
finite arrangement had been concluded. 
Hevertheless a temporary truce was 
made, by means of a concession as to 
the guaid. It was agreed that the 
burgheia, Calvinists and Lutherans, 
as well as CathoHcs, should be cm- 
ploj'ed to protect the city. By 
subtlety, however, the Calvinists de- 
tailed for that service, were posted not 
in the town-hoiiso square, but on the 
rampaits and at the gates.’ 

A night of dreadful expectaiaon 
was passed. The army of fifteen 
thousand mutineers remained en- 
camped and barricaded on the Meie, 
with guns loaded and artillery 
pointed. Fierce ciies of “Long live 
the begg.'ira,” "Down with the Pa- 
pists," and other significant watch- 
words, were heard all night long, but 
no more seiious outbreak occuiTed.® 

Duiiiig the whole of the following 
day, the Calvinists remained m their 
encampment, the Catholics and the 
city gu.aidsmen at their posts near the 
city hall. The Prince was occupied 
m the council-chamber from mormng 
tdl night with the municipal autho- 
iities, the deputies of “ the rehgion,” 
and the guild officers, in frammg a 
new treaty of peace. Towards even- 
ing fifteen articles were agreed upon, 
which vv ere to be proposed foithwith 
to the insuigents, and in ease of non- 
acceptance to be enforced. The ^ 
rangement provided that there 
be no garrison; that the Se; 
contracts permitting the Befi 


1 Bor. Ill 1590 , who bus incorporated mto 
his work the '‘justification” pubhshed co- 
tempoianeously by tho magistracy of Aiit- 
wern 
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diip at certain places within city 
‘'ahoizid be maintained ; that men of 
(Ufibrant parties should refrain from 
mutual insults; that the two gorer- 
nots, the Fnnce and Hoo^traaten, 
ahoiidd keep the keys; that the city 
should he guarded by both soldiers 
and citizens, without distinction of 
religious creed ; that a band of four 
hundred cavalry and a small dotilla 
of vessels of war should be maintained 
for the defence of the place, and that 
the expenses to he incurred should he 
levied upon all classes, clencal and lay, 
Ca&oUc end Reformed, without any 
exception.* 

It had been intended that the go- 
remots, accompanied by the magis- 
trates, idiould forthwith proceed to the 
Here, for the purpose of laying these 
terms before the insurgents, liight 
bud, however, already arrived, and it 
was understood that the ill-temper of 
the OalTOiists had rather increased 
♦ban diminished, so that it uas doubt- 
ful whether the arrangement would 
be accepted. It was, therefore, neces- 
sary to await the issue of acorher day, 
rather than to provoke a night battle 
in the streets.* 

During the night the Fiince la- 
boured mcessantly to piovide against 
the dangers of the morrow. The Cal- 
vinists had fiercely expressed their 
disindmation to any reasonable ar- 
rar^ment. They had threatened, 
without further pause, to plhnder the 
rel^ous houses and the mansions of 
sU the wealthy Catholics, and to driie 
eveiy Papist out of town.* They had 
summoned the Lutherans to join with 
them in their revolt, and menaced 
'theii^ in case of refusal, with the 
same &te winch awaited the Catho- 
lics.* The Prince, who was himself a 
1 Lutheran, not entirely free from the 
[ imiveraal prejudice against the Cal- 

1 Bor, iiL 15S. 

* Bor, ill. issb. 

• Ibid. * Ibid. 

• Ibid., hi. 158, 159. Strada, vi. !5i, 858 
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* libe goverument estimate, as to the 
numbers of the armed Calvimsts alone, was 
^urteen thousand-^Oorrespoudanco de M 
drAutriche, 228, 22T. Sir Thomas Gresham 
■sthnated thorn at ten thousand armed and 

-bUng men, WhUo ho placed the total uum- 


vinists, whose sect he afterwards em- 
braced, was folly aware of the de- 
plorable bet, tbot the emniiy at that 
day between Calvinists and Lutherans 
was as fierce as that l^etween P.c- 
formers and Catholics. He now made 
use of this feeling, and of his in- 
fluence /with tiiose of the Augsburg 
Coufessaon, to save the dty. Duj.ng 
the night he had interviews with the 
ministers and notable members of the 
Lutheran churches, and induced tbei-i 
to form an alliance upon this occasj n 
with the Catholics and with aU friemls 
of order, against an army of ouUtwr 
who were threatenmg to bum aiid 
sack the city. The Lutherans, in 
the silence of night, took anus and 
encamped, to the number of three nr 
four ^ousand, upon the river's eidr, 
in the neighbourhood of Saoit 
Michael’s Cloister. The Pnnoa al-i 
sent for the deans of all the foreign 
mercantile associations — ^Italian, 3^o- 
nisb, Portuguese, English, Hanseatio 
— engaged tter asaisiance also for the 
protection of the city, and commanded 
them to remain in their armour at 
their respeebve factories, ready to act 
at a moment’s warning. It was agree 1 
that they should be informed aa fre 
quent intervals as to the progre^^s ui 
events.* 

On the morning of the Idth, the 
city of Antwerji presented a feaiful 
Eight. Three diseinct armies were 
arrayed at different points within iti 
walD. The Calvinists, fifteen thousaml 
strong, lay in their encampment on 
the Mere; the Lutherans, armed, and 
eager for action, were at Saint 
Michael's; the Cathohes and the re- 
gulars of the city guard were posted 
on the square. Between thirty-hvs 
and forty thousand men were up, ac- 
cording to the most moderate compu- 
tation.* AU parties were excited, and 

ber upon both Bid>.s as high as fifty thoti- 
saud. "So that, sir, by credible rciiort. 
there rose up all sorts above fyllie thoua-iiid 
rosnaevety -sell tamed.”— Letter of 15-an.h 
17, 1556, m Burgou, 

The Fnnce ol Orange; uho was always 
moderate m liis computations on sut-ii occ.i- 
sion^ stated tbo whole force on both sides 
at^twenty-eight thousand only — "IlanE L. 
mbgen una vertrauen das sp boiden seites 
in die oebt tind swantig tbausend bewert 
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eager for tlie iraj. The fires of reli- 
gious hatred bi^ed fieicely in every 
breast. Many maJefactora and out- 
laws, who had found refuge in the 
course of recent events at Antwerp, 
were in the ^nks of the Calvinista, 
profaning a sacred cause, and inspiring 
a fimati^ party with bloody jesolu- 
I tions. Papists, once and for ever, 
i were to be huuted down, even as they 
I had been for years pursuing Eefoi- 
mers. Let the men who had fed fat 
' on the spoils of plundered Christiana 
Be dealt with in like fashion. Let 
their homes be sacked, their bodies 
given to the dogs — such weie the 
ciiea uttered by thousands of armed 
men. 

On the other hand, the Lutherans, 
as angry and as rich as the Cathohea, 
saw in every Calvmist a murdeier and 
a lobber. They tlurated after their 
iilood; for the spirit of religious 
frenzy, the characteristic of the cen- 
tury, can with difficulty be compre- 
hended in our colder and more scepti- 
cal age There was every probability 
that a bloody battle was to be fought 
that day in the streets of Antwerp — a 
genoial engagement, in the course of 
which, whoever might be the victors, 
the city was sure to be delii ered over 
to fire, sack, and outrage. Such would 
liavo been the result, according to the 
oonourient testimony of cyc-witnossos, 
and contempoiary lustoriansicf every 
country and creed, but foi the com ago 
and wisdom of one man tViUiam of 
Orange knew what would be the con- 
sei^ueuce of a battle, pout up within 
the walls of Antwerp. He foresaw 
the horrible havoc which was to be 
expected, the desolation which would 
he brought to eveiy hoaith m the 
city. “ Kever were men so despeiate 
and so willing to fight,”* said Sir 
Thomas Gresham, who had been ex- 
pecting every hour his summous to 
share in the conflict. If the Prince 
were unable that morning to avei t the 
impending calamity, no other power, 
under heaven, could save Antwerp 
from destruction. 

man gewesen soindt." — Letter to Landgrave 
. Wilbrnn. archives ot Coriospoiidunco, ill 
CO. This applies exclusiioly to uniied and 
figlitpig mes. 


The artides prepared on the 14th 
had been already apjiroved by those 
who represented the (latholic and Lu- 
tlieran interests. They were read early 
in the morning to the troops assembled 
on the square and at St Michael’s, and 
received wdth hearty cheers.* It was 
now necessary that the Calvimste 
should accept them, or that the quar- 
rel should be fought out at once. At 
ten o’clock, William of Orange, attend- 
ed by his colleague, Hoogstraaten, to- 
gether with a committee of the mum- 
cqial authorities, and followed by a 
hundred troopers, rode to the Mere. 
They wore red scai^ over their armour, * 
as symbols by which all those who haid 
muted to put down the insurrection 
were distinguished. The fifteen thou- 
sand Calvmists, fierce and disorderly as 
ever, mainhiincd a threatening aspect. 
Kovcrthclevs, the Prince was allowed 
to ride into the midst of the square. 
The articles weie then read aloud by 
his comm.and, after which, with great 
composure, he made a few observationa. 
He pointed out that ^e aiTangement 
oficied them was folded upon the 
September concessions, that the. right 
of worship was conceded, that the 
foreign giinison was forbidden, and 
that nothing further could be justly 
dcni.mded or honourably admitted. 
He told them that a struggle upon 
tlicii pai t would be hopeless, for the 
Catliuiics and Lutherans, who wrere all 
agreed as lo the justice of the treaty, 
outnumheied them by nearly two to 
one He, therefore, most earnestly and 
aflbctionately adjured them to testify 
their acceptance to the peace offered 
by icpeating the words with which he 
should conclude. Then, with a firm 
voice, the Prmce exclaimed, “God 
save the King ' ” It was the last time 
that those woida were ever heard fiom 
the Iqis of the man already proscribed 
by Philip The crowd of Colvmists 
hesihitcd an instant, and then, unable 
to resist his tranquil influence, con- 
vinced by his reasonable language, they 
raised one tremendous shout of " Yiva 
le Itoi I ’’ 'I 

1 Luttor m Burgoi^ 17th Mamb. 
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!nie deed me done, the peace ao- 
^eeftod, the dnadfol hattile arerted, 
Antieeip eared. The deputiee of the 
Cefeiiueta now formahy accepted and 
mgned the aztldee. Kmd words were 
exchanged among the various claeeee 
of f dlow-citizenB, who hut an hour be- 
fore h^ been tiiirstiiig for each other's 
blood; the artiUery and other weapons 
of war were restored to the aiaenale; 
Calviniste, liuthezana, and Cathohoa, 
all laid down their arms ; and the mty, 
by three o’clock, was entirely qui^ 
fiftythousand armed men had been op, 
Bcctnnding to eome eroimatee, yet, aft^ 
three days of dreadful expectation, not 
a single person had been injured, and 
the tumult was now appeased.^ 

The Prince had, in truth, used the 
mutual animosity of Protestant sects 
to a good purpose — averting hloodshed 
by the very weapons with which the 
lattle was to have been waged. Gres- 
ham was right, however, in his conjec- 
ture that the llegcnt a^ court wo’ild 
not “take the business welh” Mar- 
garet of Parma was incapable of enm- 
prehendmg such a mind as that of 
Orange, or of appreciaimg its iffcrts. 
She was surrounded by uiworupuloua 
and mercenary soldiers, who hailed 
the comuig mill war as the most puo- 
htable of speculations. “Factatt^” 
hlansfeld, ^ Counts Aremheig and 


Meghem, the Ihike of Aersidiot, the 
Banguinaiy PimicaimeB, were already 
counting their shale in the coming 
conhscations. b the intesmecine con- 
flict approaching, there would be g^d 
for the gathering, even if no honour- 
able laor^ would wreath their ewords. 
“ l^^em with his lament is doi-o- 
lating Sie country,” wrote Trilliaiu of 
Orange to the Landgrave of Ht-se, 
“and reducing many people to poverty. 
Aremberg is doing the same in Pm.-,- 
land. They are only thmfcing huw, 
under the pretext rf rehp'n, tL^y 
may grind the poor Christians, and 
grow rich and powerful upon their 
estates and their hlood.” ^ 

The Seignior de Beauvoir wrote to 
the Duchess, claiming all the ertv i s of 
Tholouse, and of las brother St AlJe- 
gonde, as his reward for the O-trawell 
victory,'* while IToircarmes was at this 
veiy moment to commence at Val.n- 
cienneg that career of murder nad 
spoliation which, continued at Mi u? a 
few years afterwards, was to h ad la^ 
name with infamy. 

As a matter of course, thrrefoie, 
Margaret of Parma denounted the 
terms hy which Antwerp had been 
saved as a “novel and exorbitant capi- 
tulation," and had no mteutiun of Sig- 
nifying her approbation either to prince 
or magistrate.'* 


CHilPTEB X 


ISgmout and Scrscliot 'before Valeaciumcs — ^Severity of Bgmout — Capitulaiaon of the city 
— ^Escape and capture of tlie miiuatei s— Exeeution of La Grange and Do Br.iy~Hori iblo 
cruelty at Valencu-iuies — Effects of tbc reduction of Valencieimes— The Duchess at .Vut- 
weip — ^Armed iiivaaion of the provinces decided upon m Spam — ^Appointment of Alva— 
ludiyuation of Mar..-aret— Mission of Da Billy— Pretended visit of Philip — ^Attempts ot 
tihe Duchess to tain over Orange — Uissiou of Betty — Interview between Orange and 
Sgmont at Willeuroek— Onui^^'s letters to Piulipj to JUgraont, anil to Uorn*— Or * 

departs &om the Netberlaiid^Fhilip's letter to ^mont^ecret intelligenco received 
Orange— lift Torre's mission to Bnsderode— Brederode's departure and dcatb— Death 
of Berghea— Despair m the provuioee — Great emigration — Cnieltioa practised u^n those 
of the new religion— Edict of 24th Ifa^— Wrath of the Emg. 


'V'aXiBHCiehites^ -whOBe fate depecdec 
BO cloBely upon the issue cd these yari 
ouB ereotoj was now trembling to he: 
fall* ypircanaeB hkd heen drawinj 
Coords 122 , 66 ^ 
Sr ^^ArcIuveB et Correspondence 
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the lines more and more closely about 
the city, and by a refinement of cruelty 
had compelled many Calvinists from 
Toumay to act as pioneers i n the 
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trenches n^ainst th^ own brethren in 
YsJeiuiiennee.^ After the doieet of 
tPholoise, and the consequent frustra- 
tion of all Brederode'&ajTangemenisto 
relieve the siege, the Duchess had sent 
a fresh sundnotts to Valenciennes, to- 
gether witli letters acquainting the 
cici.tens with tlie rc-s.-lts of tl« Ostra- 
well batde. The intelligence w.is nut 
believed. EgmuntandAarsehut hiv- 
ever, to whom Maigaret had iiitra<cd 
this last mis.® on to the heleigueiod 
town, rounJ.j- rebuLed the diqmties 
who came to treat with them, fortherr 
insolence in daimg to J i il.t the word 
of the DegtT.t The tv i seigniors L.id 
established iLvi.iaeliea 10 the Onteau 
of Bcnsiiagc a" a L i.-i'e s ihutaucL from 
Taltncj run.' live tLct 1. ‘e.vcd 
c jn!n..sr till -s Doi.j the citv. half of 
whan’ I 1. < tholKsaiq untedljihe 
1 .ago.ti .0 "s. half C'dmusts dej uted 1 "ir 
the coiL-istoiies Th. so emo^a wbic 
informed that the Duchess would 1 ai^ 
don the city for its past oi*enees, pro- 
vided the g-.tos should now bo opened, 
the gtt ns m received, and a complete 
bUfpression tf allrilmion eveept that 
of ill we a.-vjinc'Oe 1 in tt ithout a rmr- 
luur. Asr. fl; the v.bole pspchtion 
was of the C iltimst faith, these terms 
couhl Lartlly be thought favcnrall- 
It was. Lew ever, added, that fourtcin 
days should be areued to tie 11 c- 
formtrs i* r the pui(iut» of ci'iivetirag 
their i ropn tj , .tiid ictiringsfiom the 
comitry * 

The deputies after confeiTiu,, with 
their constit icnts m the city, rcUn tied 
on the fellow inq d ij w ith counter jum 
positions, which w ci e not moi e likely 
to find favour with the got eniment. 
They offered to accept the gtriison, 
protidod the soldiers should live at 
their own expense, without any tix to 
the dtirens for their board, lodging, or 
pay. ¥hey claimed that all propoi ly 
which had been seized should be re- 
stored, all persons accused of treason 
liberated. They demanded the un- 
eondition.il revoc.ation of tho edict by 
which the city had been decbiicd re- 
belhons, together with a guarantee 
from the Knights of the Fleece and the 

1 Fisquier de la Barra MS , f 02 
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state council tint the terms of the 
proposed treaty should be stuetly oh-, 
served.® 

As soon as these terms had been 
read to the two seigniors, tho Dute of 
Aerschot hurst into an immoderate fit 
of laughter. He protested that no- 
thing could bo moie ludicrous than 
such propos-tions, worthy of a con- 
quercr dictatmg a pe."ice, thus offered 
by a city closely beleaguered, and en 
tirely at tli3 mercy of enemy. The 
Duie’a hilaiity was not shared by Eg- 
mont, who, on the contrary, fell into a 
fun >ue passion Ho swore tint the 
city should bo burned about their oars, 
and that every one of the inhabitants 
should be put to the sword for the in- 
solent l-mging.' which they had thus 
dared to adluss to a most dement 
Biwercign He ordered the trembling 
dupatiiB instantly to return with this 
reram]itiiy icjOLtion of their terms, 
and mth his command th.at the pro- 
IKJsals of government should be ac- 
cepted withm three days' delay. 

The commissionera fell upon their 
Imees at Egmont’s feet, and begged for 
mercy. They implored him at least to 
send this impenous message by some 
other band than theirs, and to permit 
them to absent themselves from tho 
city They should be tom limb from 
limb, they said, by the enraged inha- 
bitants, if they cbii e J to present them- 
selves with such instructions before 
them E.^nont, how ever, assured them 
that they should be sent into the city, 
boimd hand and foot, if they did not 
inst,ratly obey his oiders. Tho depu 
ties, tliciofore, w ith heavy hearts, w ere 
fain to retm-n home with this bitter 
result to their negotiations. The terms 
w'cro rejected, as a matter of course, 
but the gloomy forebodings of the 
commi'.'.ionera, .is to their own fate at 
tho h,nids of their fcUow-citizens, were 
not fiillilled * 

Instant measuies were now taken to 
cannonade the city. Egmont, at the 
hazard of his life, descended into the 
fosi, to reconnoitre the works, and to 
form au opinion^ to the most eligible 
quarter at which tj direct the hit- 
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terio.^ Having commvmioated tbe ro- 
.snlt of luB investigations to Noir- 
csrmes, he returned to report all tliese 
proceedings to tke Begent at Brussels. 
Certiunly the Count h^ now separated 
himself far enough from tVilliam of 
Oiango, and was manifesting an energy 
in the cause of tyranny -whioU waa 
Buflhaentlyunscruijulous. Manypeople 
who had been deceived hy has more 
generous demonstrations in former 
times, tried to persuade themselves 
that he was acting a pait Koircarmes, 
however — and nu man was more com- 
petent to decide the question — dis- 
tinctly expressed hia entiie confidence 
in Egmont’s loyalty.’ Margaret had 
responded waimly to his eulogies, had 
read with approbation secret letters 
from Egmont to Koircarmes, and had 
expressed the utmost respect and affec- 
tion for "tho Count.” Egmont hod 
also lost no time in writing to Philip, 
infonninghim tliathe had selected the 
most ehgible spot for batteiing down 
the ohstmate city of Valenciennes, re- 
gretting that he could not have had 
the eight or ten military companies, 
now at his disposal, at mi earlier day, 
iu which case he should Uaie been 
able to suppress many tumults, but 
eongiatulatuig his soveiuign th.it the 
preachers weie all fugitive, tho Ee- 
forined lehgion suppiesscd, and the 
people disarmed. He ossuied the 
King that he would neglect no effort 
to piuvont any renewal of ttis.tumiilt8, 
and expressed the hope that his Ma- 
jesty would he satisfied with his con- 
duct, notwithstaudmg the calumnies of 
w hioh the tiines wore full ■* 

Noircarmes meanwhile, had un- 
' ma^ed his battcj ics, and opened his 
I fire exactly according to Egmont's sug- 
I gestions.^ The artilleiy played fust 
^ upon what was called the “White 
I Tower," which happened to hear this 

I ancient, rhyming inscription: — 

; “When every man receives Lis own. 

And Jueuoo reigns for strong and weak, 

I I i Fonius Faycji MS Vnloncieunes M3 
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Perfect shall be this tower of stone. 

And— all the dumb will leanx to speak. 'S 

For some unknown reason, the rather 
insipidquatrain was tortured into abale- 
ful prophecy. It was oo^dered very 
ominous that the battery should ha 
first opened against tl^ Sibyliuis 
tower. .The chunev, too, which had 
been playing, all through tho siege, 
thh music of Marot’s sacred songs, hap- 
pened that morning to he sounding 
forth from every belfry the twenty- 
second psalm ; “ My God, my God, w by 
hast thou forsaken mel”'' 

It was Palm Sunday, 23d of M,trch. 
The women and childien weje g'.jiig 
moumfully about the streets, bt.uiii:: 
green branches in their hand-, iiii.l 
praying upon their knees, in ei ery p.ii t 
of the city. Desjviir and supeistitinu 
had taken possession of citizens w'ho iin 
to that peiiod had justified La Hoiic'e 
assertion, that none could cnduie a 
siege like Huguenots. As soon ns thi. 
cannonading heg.an, the spirit of tho in 
habitants seemed to depart. Themmis- 
tors exhorted tbeir flocks in v .iin a-i the 
tiles and chimneys began to topple inhi 
tho Etreeis, and the concussions of tlis 
artillery were responded to by the unn 
versal wailing of affrighted women ^ 
Upon the very fimt day after the 
unmasking of the battenes, the city 
scut to Noucarmes, offermg almost an 
unconditioiial surrender Kot Ihu 
eligutest .breach had been effected — 
not the least danger of an a-wault ex- 
isted — ^yet the citizens, who had earned 
the respect of their antagonists by tho 
courageous manner m which they' hal 
sallied and skii-mished durmg the siege, 
now m despair at any hope of eventual 
succour, and completely demoralised 
by tho course of recent events outside 
their walls, surrendered ignominlously, 
and at diBci'eUou.’ The only stipula- 
tion agreed to hy Hoircarmes was, that 
the city should not be sacked, and tliat 
the hves of the inhabitants ^ould be 
spared,’ 


’ “ Quoiid chacuu sem satisfiuct, 

Et hi justice rogneia, 

Ce boulevard sera parget, 

Et — ^la muofcte parlero.*' 

ValeuclcDucs MB. 
’ Ibid Valenciennes MB. Eor, m 142, 
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l^iis pledge was> however^ only made metliiuks I hear the music of ewset 
to l)e broken. Koircannes ent^ed the yoicee and the iinkling of lutes.’'^ 
oii^ and dosed the gates. All the This exultation never deserted t};ese 
richest citizens^ who, of course, were courageous enthusiasts. They received 
deemed the^znost criminal, were iu'’ their condemnation to death ''as if it 
tftantly arrestecL The soldiers, ah had been an invitation, to a marriage 
though not permitted formally to sack feast,”® They encouraged the friends 
the city, were quartered uporf tho in- who crowded their path to the scaflfolcl 
habitants, whom they robbed and mttr* with cxboitatious to remain true in 
dered, according to the testimony of a thelvefomipd faith. LaGiangestand- 
Catholic citizen, almost at their plea- ing upon the ladder^ proclaimed with 
sure ^ a h*ud voice, that he was slain for hnr- 

DJichael Herlin, a very wealthy and ing preached the pure Word of God to 
distinguished burgher, was aric>«tcd a Christian people in a Chnstaui Jand. 
upon the first day. The tuo miniaters, De Biay, under the same gibbet, testi- 
Gtiido de Bny and Pcrcgrino de la fiedstoutly thathe, too,h:idcoininlttcd 
Grange, together with tho son of Her- that offence alone. He warned hia 
lin, effected their escape by tho water- friends to obey the magistrates, and all 
gate. Having taken refugo in a ta^ ern others in authority, except in matters 
at Saint Amand, they were olisrinvd, of conscience j to abstain from sedi- 
as they sat at supper, by a peasant, who tion, but to obey the will of God. JThe 
forlhn itli ran off to the niay«n of the exceutionor threw him from the ladder 
boroughniththemtolligcncethatsome while he was yet speaking. So ended 
iudividuala, who looked like fugitives, the Uvea of two eloquent, learned, and 
had arrived at Saint Arnaud. One of lughlj‘-giftod divines.® 
them, said the informer, was richly Many hundreds of victims were saerb 
dressed, and wore a gold-hilted sword ficed in the unfortunate city. ” There 
with velvet scabbai d. By the descrip- were a great many other citizens stran* 
iioTi, the mayor recognised Heilm the gled or beheaded/' says an aiistocratle 
youngei', and suspecterl his companions. Oatholic hibtoriau of the time, "but 
They wcie all anosted, and sent to they were mostly personages of little 
Ifoircarznes, The two Hcriins, father quidifcy, whose names are quite un- 
and BOH, were immediately beheaded “ known to me.”’' The franchises of 
Gnido de Bray and Poregrino de la the city were all revoked There was 
Grange weio loade<.l with chains, and api\Hligiousamoimfcofi>ropci‘ty coufia- 
thrown into a filtljy dungeon, pre- c.»lcd to tho benefit of Noiicanncs and 
viouply to their being hanged * Ilcie tho rcst^of the "Seven Sleepcis.” 
they were viaited by the Counters de Many Calvinists were burned, others 
Roeiilx, who was cm ions to see how were hanged. “Per tiro vTioh years,” 
tlie Calvinists sustained themselves ja says another Catholic, who uas a citi- 
their martyrdom. She asked them zeu of Valenciennes at the time, 
how they could sleep, oat, or dunk, teas seancly a uccKinuhichseierttlctH^ 
when covei ed with such heavy f ctlei s. ecus vvre not €,rccuf(xlf and often a great 
“ The cause, and my good conscience,” nnwher uerc dcajiatched at a time. All 
answered Be Bray, " make me eaty this gave so much alarm to the good 
drink, and sleep better tlian those who and mnocent, that many quitted the 
are ddiug me wrong. These shackles city as f.ost as th(*y could.”® If the 
are more honourable to me than golden go^ and innocent happened to bo 
rings and chains. They are more use- iich, they might be suio tbat ^N’oiv- 
ful to me, and os I hear thejr clank, C annes would deem tli.at a crime for 

I Valenciennes !M9 * Brandt, Rcrorniatio, i 448. 449. Hist 
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which no goodness and innocence could 
'atone. 

Upon the fate of Valenciennes had 
depraided, as if h^ common agreement, 
the whole destiny of the anti-Oathohc 
party. “ People had learned at last,” 
says another AValloon, "that the King 
had long arms, and that ha had not 
been enlisting soldiers to string beads. 
So they drew in their horns and their 
evil tempers, meaning to put them 
forth again, should the gavemment not 
succeed at the siege of Valenciennes.”* 
The government had succeeded, how- 
ever, and the consternation was ex- 
treme, the general submission imme- 
diate, and even abject. “ The eapture 
of Valencieimes,” wrote Noiroarmcs to 
Qranvelle, “ has worked a miracle. The 
other cities aU come forth to meet 
me, putting the rope around their own 
neckk”’ ^o opposition was offered 
an^here. Toumay hod been crushed; 
Valencieimes, Bois le Due, and all other 
important plwes, accepted their gmri- 
sons without a murmur. Even Ant- 
werp had made its last struggle, and 
as soon as the back of Oiange wiis 
turned, knelt down in the dust to re- 
ceive its bridle. The Prince had been 
able, by his courage and wisdom, to 
avert a sanguinaiy conflict within its 
walls, but Ins personal presence alone 
could guarantee anything like religious 
bberty for the inhabitants, now that 
the i-est of the country wa^ubdued. 
On the 2Gth April, sirteen companies 
of in&jitry, under Count Mansfeld, en- 
tered the gates On the 33th the 
Duchess made a visit to the city, where 
she was received with re.spect, but 
' where her eyes were shocked by that 
' ivhich she termed the " abominable, 
sad, and hideous spectacle of the deso- 
late ehurches." * 

To the eyes of all who loved their 
fatherland and their race, the sight of 
a desolate country, with its ancient 
I charters superseded by brute force, its 

; industrious population swarming fiom 
^ the land in droves, os if the pestilence 
; Wore raging, with gibbets and scaffolds 
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erected in eveiy village, and with a 
sickening and nniveisal apprehension 
of still darker disasters to follow, was 
a spectacle gtUl more sad, hideons, and 
abominable. *' 

For it was now decided that the Duks 
of Alvik at the head of a Spanish army, 
should mrthwith take his departure for 
the Netherlands. A land already sub- 
jugated was to be crushed, and eveiy 
vestige of its ancienthberties destroyed. 
The conquered provinces, once the 
abode of municip^ liberty, of science, 
art, and literature, and blessed with an 
unexampled mercantile and manufac- 
turing prosperity, were to be placed in 
absolute subjection to the cabinet coun- 
cil at hladrid. A dull and malign-ant 
bigot, assisted by a few Spanish gran- 
dees, and residing at the other extre- 
mity of Europe, was thenceforth to ex- 
ercise despotic authority over countiiei 
which for centuries had enjoyed a local 
administration, and a system nearly 
ajiproaohing to complete self-govcm- 
ment. Such was the policy devised by 
GranveEe andSpinosa,® which theDuko 
of Alva, upon the 15th April, bad left 
Madrid to enforce. 

It was very natural that Margaret ot 
Parma should be indignantatbenigthns 
superseded. She considered herself os 
having acquired much credit by the 
maimer in which the latter insuirec- 
tionary iqpvements had been suppi Cod- 
ed, BO soon as Philip, after his endlcds 
tergiversations, had supplied her with 
arms and money. Therefore she wrote 
in a tone of great ospeiity to her 
brother, expressing her discontent. She 
had always been tiaminelled in her ac- 
tion, she said, by his restrictions upon 
her authority. She complained that 
he had no regard for her reputation or 
her peace of mind. Nolwithstending 
all impodiments and dangers, site hail 
at last settled the countiy, and now 
another person was to reap the honour.* 
She slso despatched the Seigneur do 
Billy to Spam, for the purpose of mak- 
ing verbal representaiaons to his Ma- 
jesty upon the inexpediency of send- 
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jng the Duke o{ Alva to the Kctber- 
luids at that jimcture with a Spanish 
■any.* 

Uaigaret gained nothing, however, 
hy her letter and her envoy, save a 
ronnd lehote fn.‘m PhU-p, who was 
not accustomed to brook the Irygnage 
of xmnonstRmce, even from hi J sister. 
His purpose was fixed. Abs .lute sub- 
mission was now to be reQdcr(.d by alL 
"He was highly astonished and dis- 
sitisfied,”hesaid, "that she should dare 
to write to him with so much p-Tse: m, 
and in so resolute a m.anner. If she 
received no other recompense, save the 
glory of having restoied the service of 
God, she ought to express her gr.iti- 
tade to the King for ha vmg gir-u her 
the opportunity of so doing.”* 

The affectation of clement intentions 
was still maiutaiiied, together with the 
empty pretence of the royal visit. Alva 
and his army were coming mui cly to 
prepare the way for the King, who stiU 
represented liimself as “ debon.nr and 
gentle, slow to anger, and averse from 
Hoodshod.” Superficial people be- 
lieved that the King w.is really com- 
ing, and hoped wonders from his ad- 
vent, The Duchess knew better. The 
Pope never hohevod in it, Granvelle 
never believed in it, the Prince of 
Orange never believed in it. Councillor 
d’AssonlevilIc never believed in it. 
"His Sfajesty," Mys the W.^oon his- 
torian, who wroto from Aasonloville’s 
p.ipers, “had many imperative reasons 
for not coming. He was fond of quiet, 
he was a great negotiator, distinguished 
for phlegm aud modesty, disinclined to 
long jounieys, particularly to sea voy- 
ages, which were very painful to him. 
Moreover, he was then building his Es- 
corial with so much taste and afiection 
that it was impossible for him to leave 
home.** Those excellent reasons suf- 
ficed to detain the monarch, in whose 
place a general was appointed, who, it 
mnst be confessed, was neither phleg- 
matic nor modest, and whose energies 
were quite equal to the work required. 
There had in truth never been any- 
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thing in the King’s project of visiting 
the Netherlands but pretence.’’* 

On tho other hand, the work of 
Orange for the time was finished. He 
had savctl Antwerji, he had done his 
beet to maintain the liberties of the 
country, the rights of conscience, and 
the roy i] .aid hi mty, so f.ix as they were 
ci>mp,atible with each other. The alter- 
native had now been d stinctly forced 
upon every man, either to promise 
blind obedience or to accept the posi- 
tion of a rebeL 'William of Orange 
had thus become a rclieh He had 
been requested to sign the new o.ith, 
greedily taken by the Manafelds, the 
Beilayiiients, the Aerschots, and the 
Egmonts, to obey ei'cry order which ha 
might receive, against every person 
and in every place, la ithout restnetion 
or hmitatirn.* and he had distinctly 
and repeatedly dcelincd the demauiL 
He had again and again insisted upon 
resigning all his offices. The Duchess, 
more and more anxious to gain over 
such an influential personage to tho 
cause of tyranny, had been most im- 
portmiate m her requisitions. “ A man 
with BO noble a heart,” she wrote to 
the Prince, “ and with a descent from 
such illustrious and loyal ancestors, can 
surely not forget his duties to his Ma- 
jesty .and the country.” ** 

William of Orange knew his duty to 
both better than the Duchess could 
understand. He answered tins fresh 
Bummonsby remindmg her that he had 
uniformly r< fused the new and extra- 
ordinary pledge rcquireil of him. Ho 
h.id been true to liis old oaths, and 
therefore no fresh pledge was neces- 
s.iiy. Moreover, a pledge without limi- 
tition ho would never take. The case 
might happen, he said, that he should 
be ordered to do things contrary to his 
conscience, prejudicial to his Majesty’s 
sorrice, and in violation of his oaths to 
m,aintain the laws of the oountiy. He 
therefore once more resigned oil his 
offices, end signified his intention of 
leaving tlie provinces.^ 

Margaret had j^reviously invited Um ^ 

» "Mlhil profeetloni# Inerat, piatai Atiiii, 
clom," rays otmUfi, Ti. 280. r? 

^ Groen y. Priust., ArchlTe^ iil> 48-4 

• Ibid, tJWi 



" ^ TKt Rue of the Dutch BepMu, [ 1567 . 


to an interview at Brussels, wliich lie 
had declined, because he hsd discover- 
ed a conspiracy in that place to “ play 
him a trick,” Assonlerillc had already 
been sent to him without efieet. He 
had refused to meet a deputation of 
Fleece Knights at Mechlin, from the 
game suspicion of foul play. After the 
termination of the Antwerp tumult, 
Orange again wrote to the Duchesi, 
upon the 19 th March, repc,ating his 
refusal to take the oath, and stating 
that he considered himself os at lc.ast 
suspended from all his functions, since 
she hod refused, upon theground of inca- 
pacity, to accept his formal resignation 
Margaret now determined, by the ad- 
vice of the state council, to send Se- 
cretary Borty, proidded with an ample 
letter of instructions, upon a special 
mission to the Prince at Antwerp. That 
resnectable functionary performed his 
taak with credit, going through the 
usual formalities, and adducing the 
threadbare arguments in favour of the 
unlimited oath, with much adroitness 
and decorum. He mildly pointed out i 
the impropriety of laying down sueh i 
responsible posts as those which the 
Fnnoe now occupied at such a junc- 
ture. He alluded to the distress winch 
the step must occasion to the debonair 
sovereign. 

William of Orange became some- 
what impatient under the oiTicial lec- 
ture of this secretary to the privy 
council, a mere man of Sl!ahng-war 
and protocols. The slender stock of 
platitudes with which he had come 
provided was soon eshausted His ar- 
guments shrivelled at once in the scorn 
with which the Prince lecoived them. 
The great statesman, who, it was hoped, 
would he entrapped to ruin, dishonour, 
and death by such very feeble artihees, 
oriced indignantly whether it were 
really expected that he should acknow- 
ledge himself perjured to his old obli- 
ntions by now signing new ones; that 
he should disgrace himself by on un- 
liniited pledge which might require 
Mxa to weak his oatljs to the provm- 


cial statutes and to the Emperor; that 
he should consent to administer the 
religious edicts which he abhomd ; ’ 
tliat he should act as executionei of 
Christians on account of their rehginua 
opinions, an office against which lus 
soul revolted; that he should bind 
himseli by an unlimited promise wliicii 
might require Jiim to put his ownw if> 
to death, because she was a I,nthci,'iTi ' 
Moreover, was it to bo supposed tli it 
he would obey without rostiiction anv 
orders issued to him in his jVT,ijo,t\ 
name, when the King’s repvesentatiio 
might be a person whose siqiremacy it 
ill beoamo one of his race to acfcmnv- 
ledget Was William of Orange to ir 
ceive absolute commands fioin the 
Duke of Alva ! Having mentioneil 
that name with indignation, tlic Piinre 
became silent.' 

It was very obvious that no iinpre, 
sion was to be made upon the man l>y 
formalists Poor Beity relumed to 
his green-hoard in the council lonm 
with his procuB verbal of the confoi- 
ence. Before he took his leave, Iinir- 
ever, ho prevailed upon Orange to hold 
an interview with the Dnko of Acr- 
schot. Count Mansfeld, and Count Bg- 
mont® 

This memorable meeting took jdaco 
at Willebroek, a village m)dii.iy lie 
tween Antwerp and Brussels, m tlie 
first week of April. The Duke of 
Aerschof'was prevented from attrad- 
mg, but Mansfeld and Egninnt — ac- 
companied by the foithful Borty, to 
make another prooos verbal — duly 
made their appearance.’ The Pimca 
had never felt much sympathy with 
Miinsfeld, but a tender and honest 
fiiendship had always existed between 
himself and Egmont, notwithstanding 
the difference of their characteis, tlie 
incessant aitifices employed by tlu- 
Spanish court to separate thc!6i, and 
the impassable chasm which now c\ 
isted between their respective po,-.!- 
tions towards the government. 

The same common-places of aigii- 
ment and rhetoric were now discussed 


> Stt^vl SOS-MS Hoofd,lv.l80. Cot- 
■»dan« de Gufflaume to Tacit, U Sdk 
IM, 8T0, SSlr-tlV. » Strnda, 208, 

do GulUanmo le 'iWu « 


li. 416-418. The proc^ veriiAl made by 
Berty upon thb occasion has been lost. 
Guchard, note, p. 417. Guillaume le Tacit , 
il.— Compere Strada, vi 208| 269. 
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biitween Orange and the other three 
peieonagesj the Prince dietinctly stat- 
ing, in conclusion, that he considered 
himself as discharged from all his 
offices, and ^t he was about to leave 
the Netherlands for Germany. The 
interview, had it been confined to 
such formal conversation, worid have 
but little historic intciest. Egmont's 
choice had been made. Scveialinontlis 
before he had signified his dctei urina- 
tion to hold those for enemies who 
should cease to conduct themselves as 
faithfid vassals, declared himself to 
be without feai that the coiintiy was 
to he placed in the hands of Spaniards, 
and disavowed all intention, in any 
case whatever, of taking arms against 
the King.* Ills subsequent couisc, 
as we have seen, hael been entirely 
in confonmfy rrith these solemn decla- 
rations Novcitheless, the Prince, to 
nliuin they had been made, thought 
it still possible to withdiaw Ins fiicnd 
from we precipice upon which be 
stood, and to save him flora liis im- 
pending fate. His love for Egmont 
had, in his own noble and pathetic lan- 
guage, " stnick its roots too deeply 
into his heait" to peiniit him, in this 
their parting interview, to neglect a 
last effuit, eren if tins solemn warning 
were deatrued to be disregarded 

By any reasonable construction of 
histoiy, Philip was an uiisorupulons 
usm-pei, who was atteurptml; to con- 
vert hiniBolf from a Duke of Brabant 
and a Count of Holland into an abso- 
lute king. It was 'IVilham who was 
niaintainiiig, Philip who was destroy- 
ing; and the monarch who was thus 
blarting the happiness of the pi ovmccs, 
and about to decimate their population, 
was by the same process to undermine 
his own power for ever, and to divest 
himself of hrs licbest inhentanoe 
Could t, vision, hke that imagined by 
the immortal dramatist for another 
tyrant and murderer, have reve.aled 
the future to FhrUp, he, too, might 
hare beheld his victim, not crowned 
himself, but pointing to a line of kings, 

1 Gachsrd, Preface to vch tL Guillaume 
le Tacit . ax. 

a Strada, vL 286. Compare Bentlroglio^ 
liL66. 

s [bid.— BootdaIladsetoarumottr,acco>d- 


even to some who tixo-jold haUa and 
treble nxftree carried, and smiling on 
them for his. But such considemtions 
as these had no effect Upon tbe Prtnee 
of Orange. He knew himself already 
prosoribed, and he knew that the 
secret condemnation had extended to 
Egmont also He was anxious that 
his fiicud should prefer the privations 
of exile, with the chance of becoming 
the champion of a struggling country, 
to the wictuhedfatctowaids which his 
blind confidence was leading him. 
Even then it seemed possible that the 
brave soldier, who had been recently 
defiling his swoid in the cause of ty- 
ranny, might become mindful of hia 
blighter and eailicr fame. Had Eg- 
uiuntbeen as tine to his native I.iud 
as, until '• the long divorce of steel fell 
on him,” he was faithful to Philip, he 
might yet have earned brighter laui-ols 
than those g.anitd at St Quentin aiSa 
Giavelingeu. M'as ho doomed to fall, 
he might find a glorious death upon 
fteedom's battle-field, in place of that 
darker departure then so near him, 
w luch the prophetic language of Orange 
depicted, but which he was too san- 
guine to fear. He spoke with cou- 
tideiice of the royal clemency. " Alas, 
Egmont,” answered the Prince, “the 
King’s clemency, of which you boast, 
will deiti oy you. ‘Would that I might 
be deceiveil, but I foresee too clearly 
tb.at you aie to be the bridge wlucL 
the SpaniA-ds will desti oy so soon as 
they have passed over it to invade our 
coimtiy."“ With these last, solemn 
words be concluded his appeal to 
awaken the Count from his fatal secu- 
iicy. Then, as if persuaded that he 
was looking upon Ms friend for the 
lost time, William of Orange thi-ewhis 
arms around Egmont, and held him 
for a moment in a close embraco. 
Tears fell from the eyes of both at 
this paitiiig moment-— and then the 
biief scene of simple and lofty pathos 
terminated — Egmont and Orange sepa- 
rated from each other never to meet 

again on earth. '* , 

mg to winch Jigmont said to Orange at part- 
ing, *' Adieu, limdless PiMce ' ” and was an- 
swered by his fiicnd wiTo, “Adieu, headless 
Count I " “Men voeght'er by dat ny voort^— 
elkandre, Ftina sondet goedt; Qi«of xondS^H 
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AiSsn days afteriraTds, Orango od- 
JhaooA a letfcer to Plnlipi oucq more 
reBdgnmg all liia offices, and annotmc- 
log his intention of departing from the 
Setlierlands for Genxiuny Ho added, 
that he should be always ready to 
place htTTiH ftlf and hi^ property at l^e 
King’s orders in everytliiug which he 
believed conducive to the is*ue service i 
of Ills Majesty.^ The Prince had al- 
ready received a reouivliable wMming 
from old Landgi’ave ”^1111111 of Hesee, 
who had not forgotten the msuhoiis 
manner a wiiicii his own meraorable 
captivfbyhadbeen brought about by the 
artaofGranvehaandof^Uva. “Letthem 
nut smear yotir mouths with honey,’* 
said the Landgrave. ** It the tliree 
seigniors, of whom i'he Dach<^t>d iLir- 
garet has had so much to say, arc in- 
vited to court by ^Vlva, under pretext ' 
of friendly consultation, let them be ' 
waiy, and tlimk twice ere they accept. . 
I know tlie Duke o£ Alva and the Span- 
iards, and how they dealt with me * - 1 
The Prince, before he dopnrted, took 
A final leavo of Horn and Egmonfc. by 
letters, which, as if aware of the monu- 
mental character they were to assume 
for paatexity, he* <ho\v up m LatmJ 
He desirud, now that ho was tuinmg 
his back upon ilic coimtry, that those 
two nobles who had refused to mutate. 


^dvu'c any oahumiy which might hop* 
pen to him in esu^ rather lhan be 
compelled by those whom they had ah 
condemned to acquiesce in the objeuii 
so long and steadily pursaed ^ 

He reminded Hgmont, who hod bees 
urging by letter to remain, Umi; 
hiH resolution hod been deliberately 
taken, and long since commuuiuaiea 
to his fnends. He could not, in O' c: 
science, take the oath requu’cd. n r 
would he, now that all eyes wvin* 
turned upon him, remain in the bnd, 
the only recusant. He preferred to 
enctnmter all that could happen, railn*? 
than attempt to please otliei ^ by tua 
sacaiiice cf liberty, of Ins fathcrliunl, 

I of his own conscience. "I hope zU'ro 
fore,** said he to Egnionfc, in ooncIiLs. u, 
" that you, after weighing mv reasi tis, 
will not disapprove my di^p.irture. 
The rest I leave to God, who will dia* 
poie of all oa may must conduce t^) the 
glory of His name. For youi 'clf, I 
pray you to believe than you have n< 
more smeere fnend than t a.n 31 ? 
love for you hus stonick such deep loot: 
mto my hc'iit, that it can be lessened 
by no distince of tune or place, ami 1 
piny yon m return to miuntihi tL’ 
same feelings towards me wnieh y m 
have always cherished. ’’ ^ 

The Prince bad left Aa.tw''i*p npun 


and hod odvificd against his course, 
should remember that he was actmg 
doUbemtely, conaciuntiouBlj;, and m 
pursuance of a long-settled plan. 

To Count Horn he declared h ims elf 
unable to connive longer at the sins 
doily committed a^inut the country 
and his oum couBcience. He a«i 3 ^u*'*d 
him that the government had been 
occustommg the country to panmera, 
in order that it might now accept 
patiently the saddle and bndle. For 
himself he said, his back was not 
Itticong enough for the weight already 
T upon it, and he preferred to 


sniden. adloa giuKat licuben.'* Tha 
wIotIus been often repeated, yet notUmg 
emwwBiUlbe maze m^pid thim anoii nn m- 
wntiaib Hbofii olisox^aa that the whuio 
gonven w ati o n waa raportod by a person wiuni 
uueCUVlxiiBte had ooncaalea in the ohimnoy 
w «a ammaannnfc whore the intomow took 
P“^ It would be dlffionlb to believe in 
^^epHpiMaa evon hod tho hisionon Uun- 
sour been in the ohimnoy. Ho, howeves^ 


■ the 11 th April, and hiid written thew* 

’ letters fcom Breda, upon the 1 >ih. of 
I the same month. Upon the 2^d, hi 
I took hiH (hipBrture for Ddlenburg, tjj'* 

' ancestral seat of his family mOerm.m 7 , 

I 1^ the wa 3 '’ of Grave and Clerves '* 

It was not to be supposed that Ui’d 
partmg message would inliuencp Eg 
I mont’s decision with regaid to lus own 
' movements, when his determination 
I had not been sbaken at his memonble 
interview with the Prmce. I’be 
I Count’s fate was sealed. Had.ho not 
1 been praised by Koircarmes, hail bv 
not earned the hypoori tieol eonmip n- 

only giYOs the anecdote oa a rumour, wluri' 
ho docs not Inmnnl f boHoVO. **Twolk IJl 
nocbtins met zoo zocker hondo," etc.~ 
HooCd, l^ederL. Hist. IV TJl. 

^ Archives at CortespondsuiiGe. hi. 64, 66. 

3 Hud , ill. 43. 

* Ibul.« nL oo-7a. 

*IhiiL 
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« Hud., Ul. 78, T4i 
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dotionB of PuclieBS Margaret; nay^ 
more, 2iad he not just received a most 
affectionate letter of thanks and ap- 
probation from the King of Spain him- 
self? This letter, one of the most 
Btidking monuments of Philip*s cold- 
blooded perfidy, was dated the J6th of 
March. "1 am pleased, my cousin/' 
f wrote the monaich to Egniont, "that 
you have taken the new oath, viot that 
7 €ondde*ed it at all necessary so far as 
regards yourself, but for the example 
which you have thus given tu others, 
and which I hope they will all follow. 
I have received not less pleasuia in 
hearing of the excellent manner in 
which you are doing your duty, the 
assistance you aie leudenng, and the 
offers which you aie making to my 
sister, for uhich I thank you, aud le* 
quest you to continue in the same 
course.'*^ 


The words were written by the roj^al 
hand which had already signed the 
death-warrant of the man to whom 
they were addressed Alva, who came 
provided with full powers to carry out 
the great scheme resolved upon, unre- 
straiued by provincial law’s or by the 
statutes of the Golden Fleece, had left 
Madrid to embark for Carthagena, at 
the very moment when Egmont w'as 
reading the royal letter.** ** The 
Spanish honov,” to use once more old 
liandgrave Pliilip’s homely n>et'.phor, 
had done its woik, and the unfortunate 
victim was ah eady entrapped. 

Count Hoi’n remained in gloomy 
silence in his lair at AVeeit, aw’aiting 
' the hunters of men, ah eady on their 
way. It seemed inconceivable that he, 
too, who knew himself suspected and 
disliked, should have thus blinded 


bimself to his position. It will be 
seen, however, that the same perfidy 


I Fopibns, Supplement, ii 544 
s Corrospondonce de Fliilippo II , i. 528, 
ISth April 1567. 

* Tins appears in a document, never yet 
published, 111 the Royal Archives at Dresden, 
it IS a icport drawn up by Oaptain von 
Barlepsch, of an interview hold with the 
Fnneo of Orance, to whom he had been 
deputed by the Elector Augustus of Saxony. 
It 18 to be remarked, moreover, that Augus- 
tus at this period (November 1567) declined 
receiving the Prince at Dresden, while pro- 
fiBsaiug the greatest interest In his welmro 1 
Unpublished letter fiom Elector Augvistua 


was to be employed to ensnare him 
which proved so successful with Eg- 
mont. 

As for the Prince himself, he did not 
move too soon. Not long after hia 
arrival in Germany, Vandenesse, the 
King*a private secretary, but Orange's 
secret agent, wrote him word that he 
had read letters from the King to Alva, 
in which the Duke was instructed to 
"aiTCst the Prince as soon as he could 
lay hands upon him, ,and not to let his 
trial last more than tu’enty-four hours 

Brederode had remain^ at Yiane, 
and aflei wards at Amsterdam, smee 
the ill-staned expedition of Tholouse, 
which he had organised, but at which 
he had not assisted He had given 
mitch annoyance to the magistracy of 
Amatord.am, and to all respectable per- 
sons, Calvinist or Catholic. He made 
much mischief, but excited no hopes 
in the minds of reformers He \vaa 
ever surroimded by a host of pot com- 
panions, swaggering nobles disguised 
as Bailors, b^kiupt tradesmen, fugi- 
tives and outlaws of every description— 
excellent people to drink the beggars' 
health and to bawl tho beggars’ songs, 
but quite unfit for any senous enter- 
prise * People of substance were wary 
of him, for they had no confidence in 
his ca2iacity, and were afraid of his 
frequent demands for contributions to 
tho patiiotic cause He spent his time 
in the plcawre gardens, shooting at the 
mark with arquebus or crossbow, 
dnnking with his comrades, and 
shrieking ** Vivent lea gueux.”’"' 

The Bcgent, dctciTninod to dislodge 
him, had sent Secretary La Torre to 
him in March, with instructions that 
if Brederode refused to leave Amster- 
dam, the magistracy were to call for 
assistance upon Count Meghcin, who 

to Pnnee TV’, of 0nin<7e, 10th Nov 1567, In 
Dresden Archives So batto nuch dcs Kon- 
nings Vortrautor Kcmmoilingr Signor Van- 
dcncs nuch in giosscr gcheim 'women lessen 
da«s ehr hotto nufh Eocnuiga tische bnefo 
geschen ahn Ilcrtzogcn von Allxi, diuin 
bowohlcn s. fg nachzutrachton und won 
man Ihii bekeme, sepen process xuchb ubev 
24 Stunden suivorlcngom.” — Bericht von 
Hauptm V Bcrlejisch . 

« Cnrrcspondance de Cniillaume le Tacit, 
ii 484, 454. Bor, lu. 16L lloofd, V, 
127. 

B Ibid, 



bad a regiment at XJtreciit.* Thia 
dauae made it impossible for TiO Torre 
to exhibit bis instructions to Brederode. 
Upon lus refusal, that personage, al- 
though be hnew the secretary as well 
as he know his own father, cooUy m- 
formcd him that he knew nothing 
about him; that he did not consider 
him as respeotable a peieon as he pre- 
tended to be; that he did not beheve 
a word of his having any commission 
from the Duchess, and that he should 
therefore take nd notice whatever of 
his demands. La Torre answered 
meekly, that he was not so presump- 
tuous, nor BO destitute of sense, as to 
put himself mto comparison with a 
gentleman of Count Brederode's qua- 
lity, but that as he bad served as 
secretary to the pi 117 council for 
twenty-three years, he had thought 
that he might be believed upon his 
word. Hereupon La Torre drew up a 
formal protest, and Brederode drew up 
another. La Torre made a proofs ver- 
bal of their interview, while Brederode 
stormed hke a madman, and abused 
the Duchess for a capricious and un- 
reasonable tyrant. lie ended by im- 
prisom'ng La Torre for a day or two, 
and seizing bis papers. By a singular 
coincidence, these events took place on 
the 13tb, 15th, and 24th, of March,’ 
the very days of the great Antweip 
tumult. The manner m which the 
Prince of Oiange had been deahiig 
with forty or fifty tliouS&nd armed 
men, anxious to cut each othei’s 
throats, while Biederode was thus oc- 
cupied in browbeating a piagmatical 
but decent old secretary, illustrated 
the difieience in calihre of the two 
men. 

This was the Count’s last exploit. 
He remained at Amsterdam some 
weeks longer, hut the events which 
succeeded dtuinged the Hector into a 
f^thful vassal. Before the 12th of 
April, he wrote to Hgmont, begging 
his inteibession with Margaret of 
Panna,and offering "carte blanche" 
as to terms, if he might only be allowed 


to make his peace with government.’ 
It was, however, somewhat late in the 
day for the " great beggar ” to make 
his BuhmiEsion. Ho terms were ac- 
corded him, but he was allowed by the 
Dudiess to enjoy bis revenues piovi- 
sionaily, subject to the King* a pleasin e. 
Upon (he 26th April, he entertained a 
select circle of friend at his hotel in 
Amsterdam, and then embarked at 
midnight for Embdeu. A numeiiiua 
procession of his adherents escoitcd 
him to the ship, bearing hghted torched, 
and Binging hacchanahan songs. He 
died within a year afterwards, of dis- 
appointment and hard drinking, at 
Castle Hardenberg, in Germany, after 
all his fretting and fury, and iiotwith 
standing his vehement protcslatiuns in 
die a poor soldier at the feet of Loiiia 
Nassau.* 

That “ good chevalier and gn d 
Christian," os his brother affectioi. 
ately called him, was in Gcrniaiiy, 
giidmg himself for the manly n 01 k 
which Providence had destined him t>. 
pel form. The life of Eredeiodo, \\li» 
had engaged ill the eaily stmgglc, pci 
haps from the fiivoloiis expectation of 
hearing himself called Count of Hoi 
land, as his ancestors had been, had 
contributed nothmg to tho causo uf 
freedom, nor did his death occasion ic- 
gret. His disorderly band of follon 01 a 
dispersed in every direction upon tlic 
departure of their chief. A vessel 111 
which Batenburg, CaJama, and otlicr 
nobles, with their men-at-aims, weie 
escaping towards a German poit, wai 
oainod into Hailingen, while thoss 
gentlemen, overpowered by sleep and 
wassail, were unaware of their dangci, 
and dehvered over to Count Mcglieiii, 
by tho treachery of their pilot. 'The 
soldiers were immediately hanged. fiTie 
noblemen were reserved to giace the 
first great scaffold which Alva was to 
erect upon the horse-maiket in 
Brussels.* 

The confederacy was entirely broken 
to pieces. Of the chieftains to whom 
the people had been accustomed to look 
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for support and encouragement, some 
had ra&ed to the govemmen^ some 
were in exile, some were in prison. 
hEontigny, closely watched in Spain, 
was virtually a captire, pining for the 
young hride lo whom he had been 
wedded amid such brilliant festintiea 
but a few mouths before hia departure, 
and for the child which was never to 
look upon its fatlieris face.^ Hia col- 
league, M!ar<imB Berghen, more tortM- 
nate, was ali^adydci^ The excellent 
Vighus seized the opportunity to put 
in a good word for Noirrarmea, who 
liad been grmding Toumay in the 
dust, and butchering the inhshitants 
of Valencienaes. " AYe have l^eard of 
Berghen*a dctitb/’ wrote the Pie&ident 
to hia faithful Joachun “ The Lt^rd 
cf Noircarmes, uho has been his sub- 
sUtute m the governorship of 
has given a spceimen of what ho can 
do Although I have no private inti- 
macy with that nobleman, I cannot 
help embracing him with all my beue- 
wlence. Therefore, oh my Hopper, 
pray do your best to have lam ax»- 
pointed govemor/’^ 

AVith the departure o£ Oiunge, a 
total eclipse seemed to come ever the 
Xetherlauds. The country was ab- 
solutely helpless, the popular heart 
cold with apprehension All pereons 
at oU implicated in the late troubles, 
or suspected of heresy, fled from their 
homes. Fugitive soldiers wcrtfhuntcd 
into rivers, cut to xueces in the flelds, 
hanged, burned, or drowned, like dogs, 
without quarter, and without remorse. 
The mobt industrious and valuable 
pait of the population left the land in 
droves. The tide swept outwards with 
such rapidity that the !Neilierland& 
seemed fast becoming the desolate 
waste which they had been before the 
Christian era. Tliioughout the coun- 
try, thotJb Beformers uho ivere unable 
to eficct their escape betook themselves 
to their old lurking-places. The new 
religion was banished fiom ail the 
cities, eveiy conventicle was broken up 
by armed men, the preachers and lead- 


ing members were hanged, their dis- 
ciplcs beaten with rods, leduced to 
beggary, or imprisoned, even if they 
Bometimea escaped the scalFold. An 
incredible number, however, were ex- 
ecuted for religious causes. Hardly a 
village 80 small, saj^s the Antwerp 
chronicler, but that it could fumisb 
one, two, or threo hundred victims to 
the executioner.'^ The new churches 
were levelled to the ground, and out 
of their timbers gallows were con- 
structed.^ It was thought an ingeni- 
ous pleasantry to hang the Reformers 
upon the beams under uhich they had 
hoped to worship God. The pioperty 
of the fugitives was confiscated. The 
beggars in name became beggars in 
reality Many who felt obliged to re- 
main, and \\ ho loved their possessions 
better than their creed, were suddenly 
converted into tlie most zealous of 
Catholic?. IV'rsojitj u bo had tor yeata 
not gone to mass, net er omitted now 
their daily and nightly visits to the 
churchea® Persons who had nevej 
spoken to an ecclesubtic but with con' 
tumely, now could not eat their din- 
ners without one at their table.® BCauj 
who were suspected of having particL- 
jMitcd in Calvin istio rites, were fore- 
most and loudest in putting down and 
denouncing all forms and shows of tho 
Reformation. The country was as 
completely ‘’pacified/' to use the con- 
queior’s egression, os Gaul had been 
by Ca?sar, 

The Regent issued a fresh edict 
upon tho 24th May, to refresh tlie 
luemones of those who might have 
forgotten pievious statutes, which 
were, however, not calculated to make 
men oblivioua By this new procla- 
mation, all ministers and teachers 
ivere sentenced to the gallows. AH 
persons who had suffered then* houtscs 
to be used for religious pui poses were 
sentenced to the gallows AU parents 
or mastera ivhose children or servants 
had atteuded such meetings were sen- 
tenced to tho gallows, while the chil- 
dieu and servau^ were only to be 


1 The child was baptized at Tomnay on 
t ibelstDeccmberlfiSS.-^^PBsquicrdQlaBaire 
MS., f 73 

8 £'ox>peos, Boppl4ment> it 


9 Meteren, ii f 45. . 

4 De hi Barre 9^ 
Btrid.!, VI 278. 
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beaten witb rods. All people who 
Mag bj^nms at the biuial of their re- 
lations were sentenced to the gaUowi. 
Parents who allowed their newly-bom 
children to be baptized by other hands 
than those of the Cathoho priest were 
sentenced to the gallows. The same 
pmsishment was denounced agamst 
the persons who should christen the 
child or act as its sponsois. School- 
masters who should teach any error or 
false doctrine were likewiae to be 
punished with death. Those who in- 
fringed the statutes against the buying 
and selling of religious boohs and 
songs were to receive the same doom, 
after the first offence. All sneers or 
insults against priests and ecclesiastics 
were also made capital crimes. Vaga- 
bonds} fugitives, apostates, runaway 
monks, were o^ered forthwith to 
depart from every diy, on pain of 
death. In all cases confiscation of the 
whole prox>eity of the criminal was 
added to the hanging.^ 

This edict, says a contemporary hia- 
borian, increased the fear of those 
professing the new religion to such on 
extent that they left the counti y “ in 
great heaps." ^ It became necessary, 
theanfore, to issue a subsequent pro- 
clamation, forbidding all peisoiis, 
whether foreigners or natives, to 
leave the land or to send away their 
property, and prohibiting all ship- 
masters, waggoners, and other agents 
of travel, from assisting in«the flight of 
such fugitives, all upon pain of death.-* 
Yet will it be crethted that the 
edict of 24th Hay, the provisions of 
which have just been sketched, ac- 
tually excited the wrath of PhiUp on 
account 0 / tilcir clemency % He wrote 


to the Duchess, stressing the yarn 
and dissatisfaction which he felt, that 
an edict so indecent, so illegal, m 
contrary to the Christian religioa, 
should have been published. Kottuag, 
he said, could offend of distress him 
more deeply, than any outrage what- 
ever, |yen tiie slightest one, offered 
to Qoa and to His Boman Catholic 
Church. He therefore commanuul 
his sister instantly to revoke the 
edict,* One might almost imaging 
from reading the King’s letter that 
Philip was at last appalled at the hor- 
rors committed in his name Alas, he 
was only indignant that heretics had 
been svmered to hang who ought to 
have been burned, and tint a few 
nari-ow and almost mipossible loup- 
holes bad been left thiougU kIucU 
those who had offended might effect 
their escape. 

And thus, while the country la 
paralysed with present and expected 
woo, the swiftly advancing tiiiinpots 
of the Spamsh aimy resound fioui 
beyond the Alps. The cuitain w 
foiling upon the prelude to the gical 
tiagedy which the prophetic lips of 
Oiauge had foretoli Vhen it ia 
again lifted, scenes of disaster and of 
bloodshed, battles, sieges, osooutious, 
deeds of unfaltering but valiant ty- 
ranny, of superhuman and successful 
resistance, of heroic self-sacrifice, fa- 
natical courage and insane cruelty, 
both in the cause of the Wrong and 
the Bight, will be revealed in awf'il 
succession — a spectacle of human 
energy, human suffering, and human 
strength to suffer, such as has not 
often been displayed upon the stage oi 
the world's evento. 


^ 1 The edict is puUishsd in Sor, m 170, 
‘liad., 171. 
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The armed inyasion of the Nethw- 
lands was the necessary consequence 
of all which had gone before. That 
the ineyltable result had been so long 
deferred lay rather in the incompre- 
hensible taidinesB of Fhihp's charact^ 
than m the circumstances of the case. 
Never did a monaicU hold so stead- 
fastly tp a deadly puipose^ or proceed 
so languidly and with so much cir- 
cumvolution to hia goal. The mask 
of benignity, of possible clemency, 
was now thrown off, but the delusion 
of his intended visit to the provinces 
was still maintained. He assured the 
Begent that he should be governed by 
her advice, and as she had made ah 


needful preparations to icceive him in 
Zeland, that it would be in Zelaud he 
should aiiive.^ 

The same two men among Philip's 
advisers wore prominent as at an 
oarher day — ^the Fiince of Eboli and 
the Duke of Alva. They still repre- 
sented entirely opposite ideas, and in 
character, temper, and history, each 
was the reverse of tho other. The 
policy of the Prince was pacific and 
temporising; that of the Duke un- 
coropiomisiiig and ferocious. Buy 
Gomez was disposed to prevent if 
possible, th> arnJed mission of Alva., 
and he m w openly counselled the 
King to fulhl his Ang-deferred pro* 


^ Coircapuu^Anov dc FiiUippe II., i. £30. 



iniEe, and to make his appearance in 
TOiBou l>efore Bis rebellious subjects, 
^e jealousy and liatred which existed 
betw'een the Prince and the Duke — be- 
tween the man of peace and the man 
of wrath — were constantly exploding, 
even in the presence of the King. The 
wrangling in the council was inces- 
sant. Determined, if possible, to pre- 
vent the elevation of lus rival, the fa- 
vourite was even for a moment disposed 
to ask for the command of the army 
himselh There was somctlung ludi- 
cious in the notion, that a man whose 
life had been paciilc, and who trem- 
bled at the noise of arms, should seek 
to supersede the terrible Alva, of 
whom his eulogists asserted, with 
Castilian exaggeiation, that the very 
name of fear inspired him with horror. 
But there was a limit beyond which 
the influence of Anna de Mendoza and 
her husband did not extend. Fhiiixi 
was not to be driven to the Kethei> 
lands against his will, nor to be xire- 
ventedfrom assigning the command of 
the army to the most appropriate man 
in Europe for his iiurpose.^ 
ft was determined at last that the 
Keiherland heresy should be con- 
quered by force of arms. The in- 
vasion resembled both a crusade 
against the infidel, and a treasure- 
hunting foray into the auriferous 
Indies, achievements by which Spanish 
chivalCT had so often illustrated it- 
self. The banner of the cross was to 
be replanted upon the conquered bat- 
tlements of three hundred mfidel 
cities, and a torrent of wealth, richer 
than ever flowed fiom Mexican or 
Peruvian mines, was to flow into the 
royal tieaaury from the perennial 
fountmne of confiscation. lYho so fit 
to be the Tancred and the Pizatro of 
this bicoloured expedition as the 
Duke of Alva, the man who had been 
devoted from his earUest childhood, 
and from his father’s grave, to hos- 
tility against unbelievers, and who 
had jprophesied that treasure would 
flow in a stieam, a yai-d deep, from 


durflTTfepMbfic. 116G7. 

the Netherlands so soon as the hero- 
tics began to meet with their deserto f 
An army of chosen troops was foith 
with collected, by taking the four 
legions, or terzios, of Naples, Sicily, 
Sardinia, and Lombard^, and fiUiiig 
their places in Italy by fresh levies. 
About ten thousand picked and vete- 
ran soldiers were thus obtained, of 
which the Duke of Alva was appoint- 
ed general-in-chief 

Ferdmando -Alvarez de Toledo, 
Duke of Alva, was now in his six 
tieth year. He ivos the most sue 
cessful and experienced general nf 
Spain, or of Europe. No man had 
studied more deeply, or piacti-ed 
more constantly, the mihtary seiuiicc. 
In the most important of all aits at 
that epoch he was the most consum- 
mate orttsh In the only honourable 
profession of the age, he was the muA 
thorough and tlie most pedantic pro- 
fessor. Smee the days of Demetiius 
Poliorcetes, no man had besieged so 
many cities. Smee the days of Fa- 
bius Cimrtator, no general hod avoided 
so many battles, and no soldier com a 
geous as be was, ever attained to a 
more sublime iudiiference to calumny 
or depreciation Harmg proved in 
his boyhood, at Fontaiabia, and m his 
maturity at Muhlberg, that he could 
exhibit heroism and headlong courage, 
when necessary, he could all’uid to 
look with contempt upon the witlei» 
gibes which his enemies had occasion- 
ally x>ci petrated at lus exxjense. Cun- 
ecious of holding his armies in lus 
hand, by the power of an unrivalled 
discipline, and the magic of a name 
illustrated by a hunted triumphs, 
he could bear with patience and bene- 
volence the murmurs of his soldiera 
when their battles were demod them 
He was bom in 1S08, of a family 
winch boasted imperial dcscuot. A 
Falieologus, brother of a Byzantine 
emperor, had conquered the city of 
Toledo, and transmitted its appella- 
tion as a family name.^ The father of 
Ferdinando, Don Garcia, had bee n 
Ouerras de los Faysea Ba.vaa, etc , SC, SI, 
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dam on Uie lale of Gerbes, in baitle 
with the Hoors, when liis son was but 
four years of a^e.^ The child was 
brought up by his grandfather. Bon 
Ih'ederic, and trained from his ten- 
derest infant to arni«^ Hatred to the 
infidel, and a determination to avenge 
his facer's blood, crying to h jbi from 
a foreign grave, were earliest of 
his instincts. As a youth he was dis- 
tinguished for his prowe^ His maiden 
sword was fleshed at Fontarahia, where, 
although but sixteen years of age, he 
was considered, by Lia constancy in 
hardship, by hia bnlliaut and despe- 
rate courage, and by the esanijile of 
mihtary di&cipluae which he afiuided 
to the tT 00 i>a, to ha\ e ccntnbutetl in 
no small degree to the success of the 
Spanish ai ins. 

In 1530, he accompanied the Hmpe- 
ror in his campaign against the Turk 
Charles, instmctivcly lecognising the 
merit of the youth who destined 
to be the hfe-long companion of his 
toils and glories, distinguished him 
with his favour at the opening of his 
career. Young, brave, and eiuhusias- 
tio, Ferdinand de Toledo at this period 
was as interesting a hero as ever illns- 
trated the pages of Castilian romance. 
His mad ride from Hungary to Sixun 
and back again, accomplished msc\ on- 
teen daj^, for the sake of a brief ns-it 
to his newly-m.in led w ife, is not the 
least attracuve episode in tl« hislory 
of an existence ■\ihiL.li w.is destined to 
60 dark and sanguiiiaiy. In 15^5 
he accompanied the Kmperor on his 
memorable expedition to Tunis In 
1546 and 1547 he w as generalissimo in 
the war against the Snialcaidion league 
His most brilhant feat of anus — per- 
haps the most brilhant exploit of the 
Fmperor’s reign — ^was the passage of the 
Elbe and thebattleof Iiluhlberg, accom- 
plished in spite of Maximilian’s hitter 
and violent reproaches, and the tremen- 
dous possibilities of a defeat.^ Tbnt 

1 Hist, du Due d’Albo, i 8 

> Hist, du Due d* Albc, Ut i e yii. Do 
Thou, liv. IV. 

* Hist du Due d'Albe, i 27^ Brantamc, 
Hoou must., etc. (cb. v.), says that one of 
the boots was **largo enough to held a camp 
bedstead,” p. 11. 1 insert the anecdote only 
W a specimeo of the manner in which sum- 


battle had fiidshed the war. Tl.e gi- 
gantic and magnanimous Joiin Frede- 
ric, surprised at his devolicns in tLe 
church, fled in dismay, leaving his be ^ rs 
behind him, wloitli, for their sup.i^ 
human size, w’ere ridiculously saM 
afterwards to he treasured annng lij® 
trophies c£ the Toledo house.'' Ike 
rout w’as total '' I came, I saw, and 
God conquered,” said the Emperor, hi 
piotia parLidy of his niunortal predeces- 
sor's cpigi-am. Maximilian with a 
thousand apologies for his previous in- 
sults, embraced the heroic Bon Ferdi- 
n.ind over and over again, as, arrayed 
m a plain suit of blue annonr, un- 
adorned save with etre.aka of his mie- 
mica* blood, he returned from pursuit 
of the fugitives. So complete and so 
sudden was the victory, that it was 
ftiund impo3sil‘le to account for it. save 
on the ground miiuculous interposi- 
tion Like Joshnn, in the Vtilc of Aja- 
lon. Bon Fei'dmand was supposed to 
ha\ e comniancled the sun to stand still 
for a season, and to have been obeytd. 
Otherwise how could the passage of 
the river, which was only concluded at 
six in the eveumg, and the complete 
orertbruiv of tlie Protestant forces, 
have all been acoom}rlished within the 
nan ow bjmec of an Apiil twilight* The 
reply of the Duke to Henry the Second 
of Fr.uice, nlio questioned him subse- 
qufutly the subject, is well 

known. “Your Abijej^ly, I w.as too 
miu h ocerfj lied that evening with what 
was taking place on the earth beneath, 
to pay much heed to the evolutions of 
the hc.nonly bodies." Spared as he 
luvt been l»y his good fortune from 
taking any pai fc in the Algerine expe- 
dition, or in witnessing the ignonii- 
muus retreat fiom Innspniok, he uoa 
ohhgcd to submit to the intcrcalalion 
of disastrous siege of !Mctz in tUu 
long history of hia successes. Doing 
the duty of a field-marshal and a sen- 
tinel, supporting his army hy his fimi- 

1 ir absuixlitics, botb of picnt and of little 
ct^nscqucucc, aio perpetuated by writers m 
cvci y land 'unl ago. Tne armour of the uoblo- 
liearlcd and unfortuhato John FrecUincmay 
ittiU bo seen in Dresden. Its size indicates 
amui Tciy much abovc^Iio a^e^!l|ye lici'ilit, 
while the external length of the »v)n shoa 
oa the controiy, is loss than eiovon inched. 
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noas and liis distipline when nothing 
dee eoiild hare supported them, he 
was at lost enabled, after half the hun- 
dred thou sand men with whom Charles 
had hegiin the siege had been sacri- 
ficed, to induce his imperial master to 
raise the siege before the remaining 
fifty thousand had been frozen or 
starred to death ^ 

The culminating career of Alva 
seemed to have closed in the mist which 
gathered around the setting star of the ; 
Kmpire-. Having accompanied Philip 
to England in ISSl, on his matnmo- 
nial expedition, he was destined in the 
following year, as viceroy and general- 
issimo of Italy, to be placed in a series 
of false positions. A great captain 
engaged in a little war, the champion 
of the cross in arms against the succes- 
sor of St Peter, he had extricated him- 
self, at last, with his usual adroitness, 
but with vary little glory.* To him 
had been allotted the mortification, to 
another the triumph. The lustre of 
his own name seemed to sink in the 
ocean while that of a hated rival, with 
new spangled ore, suddenly " flamed 
in the forehead of the morning sky.” 
While he had heen paltering with a 
dotard, whom he was forbidden to 
crush, Egmont had struck dovm the 
chosen troops of France, and con- 
quered her most illustrious commaud- 
ers. Here was the unpardonable crime 
which could only be expiated by the 
hlood of the victor. Hnfort'Suatdy for 
his rival, the time was now approach- 
ing when the long-deferred revenge 
was to he satisfied 

On the whole, the Duke of Alva was 
inferior to no general of his age. As 
a disclplinanan he was foremost in 
Spain, perhaps in Europe. A spend- 
thrift of time, he was an economist of 
blood, and this was, perhaps, in the eye 
of humanity, his principal virtue. Time 
and myself are two, was a frequent ob- 
servation of Philip, and his favourite 
general considered the Tn.aviin as appli- 
cable to war as to pohtics. Such were 


his qualities os a military commander. 
As a statesman, he had ntither expe- 
rience nor talent. As a man, his cha- 
racter was simple. He did not com- 
bine a great variety of vi^s, but those 
which be had were colosiiiu, and he pos- 
sessed no virtues. He was utitiior 
lustful 'hor intemperate, hut his pro- 
fessed eulogists admitted his euormoua 
avarice, while the world has agreed 
that such on amount of stc.-dth and 
ferocity, of patient viiidictii mess ami 
universal bloodthirstiness, were nevei 
found in a savage beast of the foicst, 
and but rarely in a human bosom. His 
history was now to shew that his pie- 
vions thrift of human life was not de- 
rived from any love of his kind. Per- 
sonally he was stem and overbearing 
As difficult of access as Philip himself, 
he was even more haughty to tho^e 
who were admitted to his presence. 
He addressed every one with the depre- 
ciating second person plural * Possess- 
ing the right of being covered m the 
presence of the Spanish monarch, he 
had been with difficulty brought tore- 
nounco it before the German Emperor.^ 
He was of an UlustiiouB family, but bis 
terntorial possessions wore not exten- 
sive. His duchy was a small one, fur- 
nishing him with not more than fom- 
teen thousand crowns of annu.ilinoori-*, 
and with four hundred soldiers ® lie 
had, however, been a thrifty financier 
all his lifi, never having heen without 
a handsome sum of ready money at in- 
terest. Ten years before his arrival in 
the Netherlands, he was supposed to 
have already increased his income to 
forty thousand a year hy the proceeds 
of his investments at Antwerp.® As 
already intimated, his military charac- 
ter was sometimes profoundly misun- 
derstood, He was often considered 
rather a pedantic than a practi^ com- 
mander, more capable to discourse of 
battles than to gain them. Notwith- 
standing that bis long life had been au 
almost unbroken campaign, the ridicu- 
lous accusation of timiffity was fie- 


r Hist dn Duo d'Alb^ i S72-288, liv iB., • Badovaro MS. 

® , • ** Ha d'entTata come Duca 14,000 scudl, 

Tv^ 1 "d * Thou, liv* xtUL xoft flso a 40,000 per doiziaTi investiti in An* 
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qaenily made sgamst him ^ A pestle- 
aaaa atlheeoixztof the Emperor Charles 
once addressed a letter to the Duke 
with, the title of General of his 51a- 
jesty’s anni^ in the Duchy of Hilan 
in time of peace, and major-domo of 
the household in the time of wan'’* It 
was said that the lesson did tAe Duke 
good, hut that he rewarded very badly 
Qie nohleman who ^re it, ha-vintrsuK 
sequently caused his head to be taken 
oft* In general, however, Alva 
fesied a plnlosoj'IiicAl contempt for the 
opmious expressed concemmg his m'li- 
taiy fame, and wa«> esj^eci illy das 1 iinfiil 
of criticism exrres«5ed ly his own sol- 
diers. “Hi'ctrliect said he. at a little 
later period, to Don John of Anetru, 
"that the fir«t foes with whom one has 
lo contend are one’s own troops, wi*h 
their clamours for an engagement at 
iliis nil ment, and their mnnurr^? abmit 
results at another, with their 'I thought 
ihat the battle should be fought,' or, 
‘‘it was my opinion that the occasion 
ought not to be lost.' Tour highness 
will have opportimity enough to di«»- 
play yalour, and will never be weak 
enough to ho conquered by the babble 
of soldiera"** 

In person he was tall, thin, erect, 
with a small head, a long visage, lean 
yellow cheek, dark I winkling «.y c*. adust 
complCMMu, Mack bribllnig h\ir, and a 
long palOe-silveiod hoird, descending 
in two w aving bti cams upon Ifis brr«ast ^ 

Such being the design, tliomachinory 
was well selected- The beat man in 
J’lurope to lead the invading force was 
placed at the head of ten thou^nd 
picked vtfterana. The privates in this 

1 "Ha Tisto et aianojgiato molto Ruerre 
etper la prattica clie ba disenrre mcglio ebe 
io babbia mai conuiiciuto m quolla corto — 
le due opposUtooi runa obe facci lo pvovi- 
BtoTU ims C071 troxvpo rcserrato et cnoto 
et quasi timido ntU' improso." — Sonono 
WS 

Bodovaro is much more eevere: "Holla 
guerramostra timiibtb et pooa uitclligeiira 
et poco Buinato in Ila corte coino per persona 
avara, suneiba ct amblUosa; odulatoio ct 
invido moito ot di pudchlssuDO cuarc." 

3 This aneudoto is attributed by Dom 
I'Evcsquo and by 11. Gochord to BadoTaro. 
It is, however, not to be (bund in the copy 
of hia Manueenpt in the BibliotUbquo do 
Bourgogne. 

s Bom I’Eveeque, Uezn. de Gmnvello, i. 
SO, sqq.— The Beneoictme does not further 


exquisite little armv,® said the enthu* 
aiastic connoisseur Bnauiome, who tra^ 
veiled post into Lorrame expressly to 
see them on their march, all wore en- 
graved or gilded armour, and were in 
every respect equipped like captainsi 
They were the first who carried mua- 
kel-^, a weapon which very much asto- 
nishedthcRemingswhen itfirat rattled 
in their ears. The musketeers, he oh- 
vrved, might have been mistaken for 
princes, with such agreeable and grace- 
ful arrogance did they present them- 
selves. Eich was attended by his 
servant or esquire, who carried his 
piece for liim, except in battle, and all 
were treated with extreme deference 
by the rest of the army, as if they hacl 
been officci's ^ The four regiments of 
Lcmb^'r iy. Sardinia, Sicily, and Naples, 
Ci.mpov^l a total of not quite nine 
tIious.au(l of the best foot soldiers in 
Europe They were commanded re- 
spectively bv Don Sancho de Lodroho, 
Don Gonzalo de Bracamonte, Julieu 
Homero, and Alfonso de Ulloa, all dis- 
tinguished and experienced generals.* 
The cavalry, amounting to about twelve 
hundred, was under command of 
the natural son of the Duke, Don Per- 
d*aaQdi) d« Toledo, Prior of the Kuighta 
of St John Cliiapin Vitelli, Marquis 
of Cctona, who had served the King in 
m-any a campaign, was appointed Jilai*d- 
chal de-camp, and Gabriel Cerbelloni 
was placcxi m command of theartilleiy. 
On the Tmy the Duke received, os a 
present from the Duko of Savoy, the 
scrrices of the distinguished en^eer, 
Pacheco, or Faciotti,^ whose name was 
to be associated with the most cele- 

indu'ato tbo author of tbo pleasantry. Oco 
IB disposed to imagine it to have been Eg- 
ment. HovcrtbclosR, the Duke caused the 
beads of eo many gentlomen to bo taken off, 
that the doscnplfon is sufficiently vairuo. 

4 Pooumentos Inoditos para la Histonade 
EsfKina, ni 273-2S8. 

* " Di persona grande, mapya, piooc^ 
te<«ta, collenro ot odusto **— Badovaro MS, 

Tbero is a ^ery good contemporary por^ 
trait of the Duko, by D'lrendB^ m the Aoya] 
Gallery at Atu^tordam, which accords vwy 
oxoticly with the descriptioua prasorved oon^ 

cemmg hiB porsonA 

* **Goutiile et gaillarde arra^^* 

y Brant&mo, Qr^ndess^pitamesBtranoer^ 
eto. (usi 75X (Due dAlra). 

s Mendoa, Guerras de los Fayses 
fob so^ 21, s», ae. * HoofiV w. iM 





''TKeHim of Uuuk MepMie. 


brated mladel of the Ketherlands, and 
wboaedreadful fate was to be contem- 
poraneous with the earliest successes of 
the liberal party. 

With an army thus perfect, on a 
Bmall scale, in all its departments, and 
fiu-nished, in addition, with a force of 
two thousand prostitutes, as regularly 
enrolled, disciplined, and distributed' 
as the caTali'y or the artiUeiy, the 
l>uko embarked upon his momentous 
enterprise, on the 10th of May at Car- 
thageua. Thirty-seven galleys, under 
command of l^uce .Andrea Daria, 
brought the principal part of the force 
to Genoa, the Duke being delayed a 
few days at Nice by an att^kof fever. 
On the 2d of June the army was mus- 
tered at Alexandria de Paila, and or- 
dered to rendesvouB again at San Am- 
brosio at the foot of the Alps. It was 
then directed to make its way over 
Mount Cenis, and through Savoy, Bui^ 

. gundy, and Lorraine, by a regularly 
airai^g^ treble movement. The se- 
cond divisian was each night to encamp 
on the spot which had been occupied 
upon the previous mght by the van- 
guard, and the rear was to place itself 
on tiie following night in the camp of 
the corps de bataiUe.’ Thus coiling 
Itself along almost in a single line by 
slow and serpentine windings, with a 
deliberate, deadly, venomous purpose, 
this army, which was to be the instru- 
ment of Philip's long-deferred ven- 
geance, stole through narMw moun- 
tain pass and tangled forest. So close 
and mtricate were many of the defiles 
through which the journey led them,'' 
that, had one tithe of the treason which 
they came to punish, ever existed, 
save in the diseased imagination of 
their monarch, not one man would 
have been left to tell the tale. Dg- 
mont, had be really been the traitor and 
the conspirator he was assumed to be, 
might have easily organised t he means 

' Hoofd, IV. 148. Gorrespondance de Fhi- 
Uppe 11 , i. 665 — " On dit qu'ils ont jilus 
do deux millos putahies aveevues oux, tollo- 
mont que nous no sorona tn faulte dcs 
nutalnes avecq ceulx aue nous avons ” — 
laat. de Jean uo Homos'^ Amoul 51untcn. 

BrantAme pavticnlarly commends the ot- 
ganuation of tbis department. “ Do plus il 
quatre cens couTtezailcS a cln 
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of cutting off the troops before they 
could have effected their entrance into 
the country which they had doomed 
to destruction. His military expeii- 
euca, his qualifications ^r a daring 
stroke, his -gi eat popularity, and the 
intense hatred entertained for Alva, 
would liive furnished him with asuifi. 
cient machinery for the purpose. 

Twelve daye' march carried the 
army through Burgundy, twelve moie 
thiough Lorraine. During the vv hole 
of the journey they weie closely ac- 
companied by a force of cavaliy and 
infantry, ordered upon this sci-vice by 
the King of Pi-ance, who, for fear of 
exciting a fresh Huguenot demonsti-a- 
taon, h^ refused the Spaniards a pa.sv. 
age through his dominions. This re- 
connoitring army kept pace with them 
like their shadow, and watched all 
their movements, A force of six thou- 
sand Swiss, equally alarmed aud im 
easy at the progress of the tioop',, 
hovered likewise about their flanks, 
without, however, offering any impe 
dimcnt to their advance. Before the 
middle of August they had reached 
Tiiionvilla, on the Luxemhnrg fron- 
tier, having on the last day marched 
a diatonco of two leagues through a fo- 
rest, which seemed expressly .arranged 
to allow a small defensive force to 
embarrass and destroy an invading 
army. No opposition, however, wai 
attempted, and the Spanish soldieis 
encamped at last witbm the territory 
of the Netherlands, having accom- 
plished their adventurous journey m 
entire safety, and under perfect disci- 
plme.' 

The Duchess had in her secret let- 
tein to Philip contmued to express her 
disapprobation of the enterprise thus 
committed to Alv a Sho had bitterly 
complained that now, when the coun- 
try had been iiacifled by her fffoils, 
another should be sent to reap all the 


. „ ^ucval, 

w sravet comia; prmeaKi, et huit cans 


a pled, 6ien d poijtt amn " — Vie des Grauds 
Bummes, etc (usil p. 80) (D’Albe) 

Buch was the moral phyBlognomy of the 
army winch came to enforce the high reh- 
giouB purposes of Pliilip In such infainoui 
bhapo was the will of God supposed to nitiuj- 
fest Itself before the eyes of me heretics tu 
the Netherlands, 
e B de Alcndoza, SO. 

» lUd,, 30. 31. 


4 IbM 





150/.J 

gUny.wpeiliapEtoimdoalltlut stehad 
fic paiufuUj and so Baccessfullr d^c. 
She stated to her tmither, in mc^ un- 
cqiUTocal language, that the name of 
Alva was odious enough to vrAks the 
whole SpaniUi natron det^ted m the 
Netherl^ds. She cculi i'nd no lui- 
guage sufficiently strong toloxptess 
her surprise that the ICiug should li.^Te 
decided upon a tneasure likely to he 
attended with such fatal coDse.]\ionc>^ 
without consulting her on the subject, 
and in opposition to whit had been 
her uniform advice. She also wrote j 
personally to Alva, iin|/linng, com- 
manding, and threatening, hut wildi 
equally ill success ^ The Duke knew 
too Will uli.T uaa Buiereiim oi the 
K’etherhnd’s now, hia niWtr’a a.-tor 
or luiuc-lf As to the eluH.ts c£ hia 
ai*mcd iniasion upon the teiiiper of 
the proi iJites. ho was supremely inchf- 
ferent. He came as a couquoron not 
as a mediator. I hxve tamed people 
of iron in my day,” said he. contemji- 
tuously ; shall I not easily crush these 
men of butter?”^ 

At Thionville he wa«, however, offi- 
cially watted upon by llcrlaymont and 
Noircarmes, on the part of tho Hegcnt. 
He at this point, moreover, began to 
receive deputations fiom various cities, 
bidding him a hollow and trembling 
welcome, and deprecating his displea- 
sure for anrlhing in the past which 
might seem offeiiaive. IV all such 
eniba-sies he loplicd in vague ami con- 
vonlional language; wying, however, 
to his conliduuu^ attendants '^I nin 
here — BO much is certain — 'Whctlior 1 
am welcome or not is to nio a matter 
of little cousequciico.'^ At Tirlemont, 
on the 22d August, he naa mot by 
Count Egmont, who had iiddcn forth 
from Brussels to shew him a becoming 
respect, as the representative of his 
BovercAgn. The Count was accom- 
panied by Bovcral other noblemon, and 
brought to tho Duke a picseiit of se- 
veral beautiful horses.^ Alva received 


li 


1 Comcspontiance do Fbdipiio II., i 510, 
556, Cto. Htiada, i. S$9 Uoold, It. 148 
Btiada, 1 . 262. > Hoofd, iv 148, 

t Bor, Iv. 182. 
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luci, l>o^^aTeT, hut ei>l>n,v, for ho utm 
uuthla ftt firat to nJjuc>t the ui.i£k to 
his eoimtonanoo adroitly aa una no* 
cessiry. Behold the greotost; of all 
the heretifs, he ol>si'r\-cd to hia at- 
tendjuta, as Boon as the nohtcman'a 
presence w.ia amiomieetl, and iu a 
roice loud enough for him to heai'.' 
Eeen after they had excliauged aalu- 
tations, he aiiilressed several remarka 
to him m a hilf jesting. h.\lf biting 
tone, !s.rying, among other tilings, that 
lus count.'iup might have apar^ him 
the trouble of mahtug thia long joiU'' 
ney in hia old age.'* There weio other 
oliser\ationa in a aimtlir attain which 
niUlit have well nrouaed tho auspicion 
of any nun not determined, like Eg- 
mont, to continue Hind and deaf. 
After .a biicf inten'al, however, Alva 
seeina to hive commanded himself. 
He pished lita arm hningly over that 
at.itily no k.'' wliieli he h.td already 
detoted to the Hock, and — ^tho Count 
having resolved beforehand to place 
himself, if poK-ihle, upon amicahlo 
tcima with the now Viceroy — tlio two 
rodo along aide by side m friendly 
conversation, followed by the regiment 
of inf.mtiy and three companies of 
light liorhC, which belonged to tho 
Duke’s innncdi!>to command.® Alva, 
atill atteiuiod by Egmont, rode aoon 
aflorw.uda tlirough tlio Louvain gnto 
hito liiussels, wlieio they separated 
for a aea -on. Loilgmga liad been tiikou 
fill the TMko at tlie house of a oei (aiii • 
ll.i1.uuc do J.uiae” in the neighbour* 
ImihI of Egmont’a palace. Leaving 
hole the prmeipai portion of his at* 
tendants, tlio Capbiiii-Gonoial, with* 
out alighting, foithwith proceeded to 
tho pnl.tcc, to pay his rospoota to the 
Duohess of I’anno. 

Eor three days the Begent had been 
dcliberaling with her colUicil as to the 
propriety of declining any visit from 
the m.m whose prcseuoo aho justly 
cousideiod a disgrace and au insult to 
hci-self“ This being the reward of 

• Bor, IV IH*. nottfd, IV, Ito, 

* Jean do Grutc^o Hd. Kvtmlta do Mi 
Gaohot 

7 Iloofd, 330 

B Joau do Gritoro KiB. Kxtralts do H 
Guchet. ® Jbld. 

10 CorreBpondance do Pliilipjio IJ , i, 




her eight yeaie’ devotiou to her bro- 
ther’s conunonds; to be superseded by 
a subject, and one, too, who come to 
carry out a policy which she had ur- 
gently deprecated, it could hardly be 
expected of the Emperor's daughter 
that she should graciously submit to 
the indigiiiity, and receive her succes- 
sor with a smilmg countenance. In 
consequence, however, of the submis- 
sive language with which the Duke 
had addressed her m his recent com- 
munications, offering with true Cas- 
tilian but empty couitesy, to place 
his guards, his army, and himsdf at 
her feet, she had consented to receive 
his visit with or without his attendants.^ 
On his appearance in the coui-t-yard, 
a scene of violent altercation and al- 
most of bloodshed took place between 
his bodyguard and the archers of the 
Kegent's household, who were at last, 
with difficulty, persuaded to allow the 
mercenaries of the hated Captain-Ge- 
neral to pass.^ Fresentmg himself at 
i^ee o’clock in the afternoon, after 
these not veiy satisfactory pielimina- 
rieB,m the bed-chamber of theOuebess, 
where it was her habit to grant con- 
fidential audiences, he met, as might 
easily be supposed, with a chilliug le- 
ception. The Duchess, standing mo- 
tionless in the centre of the apartment, 
attended by Beriaymont, the Duke of 
Aerachot, and Count Egmout, acknow- 
ledged his salutations with calm se- 
venty. Neither she nor soy one of 
her attendants advanced a step to 
meet him. The Duke took off his hat, 
but she, calmly recogmsmg bis right 
as a Spanish grandee, msisted upon 
his remaining covered. A stiff and 
fomisl conversation of half an houi's 
duration then ensued, all paitic.s re 
inaining upon their feet • The Duko, 
although respectful, found it chificult 
to conceal bis indignation and his 
haughty sense of approaching triumph. 
Margaret, was cold, stately, and for- 
bidding, disguismg her rage and mor- 
tification under a veil of imperial 
pride.* _ Alva, in a letter to I'hilip, 
dfiseribmg the inteil^ew, assured his 


Majesty that he had treated the Dnch. 
ess wilh as much deference os he could 
have shewn to the Queen;' but it is 
probable, from other cont^poraueous 
accounts, that an lU-disgui^ed and even 
angry arrogance was attunes veiy visible 
in hiB demeanour. The state council 
bad adihsed the Duchess against re- 
ceiving him until he had duly exhi- 
bited his powers. This ceremony had 
been w'aived, but upon being question- 
ed by the Duchess at this interview as 
to their nature and extent, he is le- 
ported to have coolly answeied tli.it 
he leally did not exactly remember, 
but that hewould look them over, anil 
send her information at his eaihest 
convenience.® 

The next day, however, his com- 
mission was duly exhibited. In this 
documout, which bore date 31st Jan- 
uary 1567, Philip appointed him to 
be Capinin-Gencral “in correspondence 
with his Majesty's dear sister of Par 
ma, who was occupied with othei 
matte™ belonging to the government,* 
begged the Duchess to co-operate with 
him, and to commoud obedience fur 
him, and ordered all the cities of tbo 
Netherlands to receive such garrisons 
as he should direct.^ 

At the official interview between 
Alva and Madame de Parma, at which 
these powers were produced, the no- 
cessaiy preliminary ariangements were 
made regardmg we Spamsh troops, 
which were now to he immediately 
quartered in the pnncipal cities. The 
Duke, however, informed the Regent 
that os these matters wcie not witliiii 
her province, ho should take the 
hberty of arranging them with the 
authoiities, without troubling her in 
the matter, and would inform her of 
the result of his measures at their 
next interview, which was to take 
place on the 26th August®. 

Circular letters signed by Philip, 
which Alva had brought with him, 
were now desi^tched to the Afferent 
mumcipal bodies of the country. In 
these the cities were severally com- 
I manded to accept the garrisons, and to 


-i ^“"“Pondaiicetlo Philippe II., i. 031, 
* Btiada, 1, S8T. 
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provide for tlie armies whose aotive 
services the King hoped would not be 
required, but which he had sent be- 
forehand to prepare a peaceful entrance 
for himself.^ He enjoined the most 
absolute obedience to the Duke of 
Alva until his own airivah winch was 
to be almost immediate Theet letters 
were dated at Madrid on the 28th 
February, and were now accompanied 
by a bnef official circular, signed by 
Margaret of Parma, in which she an- 
nounced the arrival of her dear cousin 
of Alva, and demanded unconditional 
submission to his authoiily.^ 

Having thus compheJ with these 
demand, of external and conventional 
propriety, the indignant Duchess un- 
bosomed herself, in her pi irate Italian 
letters to her brother, of the rage 
which had been hitherto partially suiv ' 
piessed. She rciteiated her piofound 
regret that Philip had not yet accept- 
ed the resignation which she had so 
recently and so earnestly offered. She | 
disclaimed all jealousy of the supreme 
powers now conferred upon Alva, but 
thought that his Majesty might have 
allowed her to leave the country be- 
fore the Duke ariived ivith an autho- 
rity which was so extraordinary, as 
well as so humiliating to herself. Her 
honour might thus have been eared. 
She was pained to perceive that she 
was like tu fuinish a perpetual example 
to all others, who, consideiuig the 
mauner in which she had been treated 
by the King, would henceforth have 
but little inducement to do their duty. 
At no time, on no occasion, could any 
person ever render him such services 
as hers hod been. For nine years she 
had enjoyed not a moment of repose 
If the King had shewn her but little 
gratitude, she was consoled by the 
thought that she had satisfied her 
God, herself, and the world. She had 
compromised her health, perhaps her 
life, and now that she had pacified 
ihe country, now that the King was 
more absolute, more powerful than 
ever before, another was sent to enjoy 
the fruit of her labours and her suffer- 
ings.* 

1 Bor, iv. 1S3, 181 

' Bor, iv. 181. Hoofd, iv. ISO. 


The Duchess made no secret of her 
indignation at being thus superseded 
and, as she considered the matter out- 
raged. She openly avowed her dis- 
pleasure. She was at times almost 
beside herself with rage. There was 
universal sympathy with her emotions, 
for all hated the Duke, and shuddered 
at thd arrival of the Spaniards. The 
day of doom for all the crimes which 
had evor been committed in the course 
of ages, seemed now to have dawned 
upon the Netherlands. Ths sword 
which had so long been hanging over 
them, seemed about to descend. 
Throughout the provinces, there iva 
but one feeling of cold and hopeless 
dismay. Those who stiU saw a possi- 
bihty of effecting their eac.ipe from tho 
fated land, swarmed across the frontier. 
All foreign merchants deseited the 
gicat marts. The cities became as 
still as if the plague banner hsd been 
unfuiled on every bouse-tnp. 

Meantime the Captain Ueneml pro- 
ceeded methodically with hit work. 
He distributed his troops through 
Brussels, Ghent, Antwerp, anfi other 
jDiincipal cities As a measure oi db- 
cessity and inai-k of the last humilia- 
tion, ho required the municipalities to 
transfer their keys to his keeping. 
The magistiates of Ghent huuibly re- 
monstrated against the indignity^ ond 
Kgiaont was impiudent enough to 
make himself the mouth-picce qf their 
remonstaxice, which, it is ueeqiega to 
add, Mas unsuccessful.* Meantime 
his own day of reckoning had arrived. 

As alicady observed, the advent of 
Alva at the head of a fereigu army 
was the natural consequence of all 
which had gone before. The delusion 
of the royal visit was still maintained, 
and the affectation of a possible cle- 
mency still display ed, while theiponarclr 
sat quietly in his cabinet without a 
remote intention of leaving Spam, and 
while the messengers of his atjcumu- 
Uted and long-concealed wrath were 
already descending upon theis prey. 
It was tho deliberate intention of 
Philip, when thd Duke was despatched 
to the Netherlands, ^that all the l eadci a 

s Correspondauce do Fbihppe II. 1. 
Strada, i. ^8 
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of tlie aati^inquiaition party, and all 
vho had, at any tune or in any way, 
implicated themflelvea in opposition to 
t^e goyemment, or in censure of its 
proceedingB, should be put to dca^ 
It was determined th'vt the pro\incea 
ehould be Bubjugatcd to the absolute 
domination of the council of bpain, a 
Bmn.n body of foreigueiB sittxng'at the 
other end of Euiope, a junta in which 
Neiherlanders wore to have no voice 
•ind zeroise no influence The des 
potic government of the Spanish and 
Italian possebsions was to be extended 
to these Flemish teriitones, which 
were thus to be converted into the 
helpless dependencies of 0,^01 agn and 
an ahsoltUe croan ^ There waa to be 
a le organisation of the Inquisition, 
upon the same footing cl unied for it 
before the outbreak of the troubles, 
together with a re enactment and 
Mgorons enforcement of the famous 
edicts against hereey ‘ 

Such was the scheme recommended 
by Gfranvelle and Etgpiuo a, and to be 
executed by Al\ a ■* As jiart and p'lrcel 
of this plan, it was al'so anaiiged at 
seciet meetings at the house of Espi 
noza, before the dopriuie of the 
Duke, thit all the sugiuoia against 
whom the Duchess Marg not had made 
so many complaints, especially the 
Piince of Orange, with the Counts 
Dgmont, Qoin, and Hoogstraaten, 
should be mimediately aiic&ted and 
brought to chastisement he Har 
qms Berghen and the Baion klontigny, 
being already in Spam, could be denji 
with at pleasuie It was also decided 
that the gentlemen imphcated in the 
confederacy 01 compromise, should at 
once be pioceeded against for high 
tieason, wi thout any legard to the 

1 * * 1 ouchant 1 oi d 1 1 qu il dt.bvoit tcnir 

audiotp'i7& lou Best peu appoicevoir 
quo I intention estait de neetre avee le tomps 
1 (n^re de I’admimsfcratiou de justice et gou 
umement d la fa^on d Tspapiie, en quoy lo 
feu CourfcowiUe et moy avona toinours re 
Bistc — Ccnfessions of Counselor Juouis dei 
Kjo 

^ COnespondincedePhilippeU, i 602 
, ^ **£t quo mesnument le Cardinal Gian 

vUeet PraiderU Viglviu, 4n de Bii laymoiit el 
1 Iftti cttiwi avraiml d ea JUajeatS eonaeille le 
memo VoucscxiuSSscment qu il coNvenotf 
wne armSe d eapattjnolt oTCcq quelque cho 
pour iDa\ntom\ lo \ a on 1 oi*« issouce do ea 


promise of pardon granted by the 
Durhesa. 

Ibe general features of the gieat 
pioject having been thus mapped out, 
a few mdiapenaahle preh^pinaries weie 
at once executed In order that C g 
mont, Horn, and other distinguished 
victim^mightnot talce alarm, and thus 
escape tho doom deliberately arranged 
for them, royal assurances were de 
apatched to the Netheilonde, cheenng 
their despondency and dispelling then 
doubts AVith bis own hand Philip 
wrote the letter, full of affection and 
conhdence, to Hgniont, to which alia 
Sion has already been made He n i ote 
it afta Alva had left Midi id upon 
his mission of vengeance Ihe siine 
stealthy measures weie puisued \i tli 
regard to others The Pimcoot Orange 
was not capable ot folhng uito the 
royal trap, nowever cautiously bat> d 
Unfoitunately he could not comnium 
cate his uicdom to hia fi lends 

It IS diflicu't to comprehend so a ery 
sanguine a temperament as that to 
which Egraont owed his desliiicl ii 
It was not the Frmce of Oi inge alone 
who had piophesied his doom IVaiii 
mgs hod come to the Count fi om ea ei y 
quaiter, and they w eie now fiequent 
ly repeated Ceitamly he w is not 
without anxiety, but he had nude his 
decision, determined to believe in the 
royal wotd, and m the loyal giatitudn 
for hiB eeryices rendered, not only 
igainst Montmorency and De Thcimci, 
but agamst the heretics oi Plvndcia 
He was, however, much changed Ho 
had gi own pi ematurely old At f oi ty 
Bixy carshiskair was wbite, andhenei cr 
slept without pistols under his pillow '' 
Kevertheless he affected, and some 
times lel t, a lightheartedness which 

Mveste ct cn la religion Catholuiue Et quo 
le Puc d’Alve fut cnioye pour chef pai con 
sell du CanJinal Spinosa etadiruducSid nil 
de 9ianieUe comnie il ost assez apparu ] u 
plunevea httra etenpta en co temps la h slv 
amys, et tout cccy ost aussy eelon la eon 
muTte aptntnn " Sur le second eoavroir 1 m 
motile et raisons qm en out cste pom pc - 
Busdei on Roy do Penvoyer, ue puis dm 
anltra einon quo leur semhloit e^on que j av 
pou eutendre que le B6y par ce moyen e 
Ucbvrmt you e aieelvt Ray et restablir la rcll 
gion Cotholiquo Conleaeioiia of Del Bin 

* Oiorn T jPnnst., AtoluTeii, etc Supple- 
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surprised all around him. The Fortu- 
gncse gentleman Boblea, Seigneur da 
BUly, who had returned early in the 
Bununer from Spain, whither he had 
been sent upqp a confidential mission 
by Hadame de Parma, is said to hare 
made repeated commumcatirma to 
Egmont as to the dangerous position 
in which he stood.' Immediately 
after his arriTal in Bi-ussela he hiid 
visited the Count, then confined to hia 
house by an injury caused by the fall 
of his horse. “Take c.n'e to get 
well very fast,” said De Billy, “for 
there are very bad atones told about 
yon in Spain.” Egmont laughed 
heartily at the observation, as if no- 
thing could well be more absurd than 
such a warning. His fiicnd — foj De 
Billy IS said to hare felt a leal attach- 
ment to the Count — persisted in his 
prophecies, telhng him that “ birds m 
the field sang much more sweetly than 
those in cages,” and that he would do 
well to abandon the country before the 
arrival of Alva * 

These warnings were repe.ated al- 
most daily by the same gentleman, 
and by o&ers, who were more and 
more astonished at Egmont's infatua- 
tion. Kevcrtheless, he had disregarded 
their admouitions, and had gone foith 
to meet the Duko at Tlrlenioiit. Even 
then ho might have seen, in the cold- 
ness of his fust icception, and in the 
cbEies2iectfid manner of the'Spimish 
Boldieis, who not only did nut at fimt 
salute him, hut who mui mured .audi- 
bly that he was a Lutheran and traitor, 
that he was not so great a favourite 
with the government at Madrid as he 
desired to he. 

After the fiist few momente, how- 
ever, Alva's maniior had changed, 
while Chiappin Yitelli, Gabriel de 
Serhellpni, and other prmcipal offi- 
cers, received the Count wi^ great 
cou^sy, even npon his fiist appear- 
ance. The grand prior, Ferdinando 
de Toledo, natural son of the Duke, 
and already a disHnguished soldier, 
seems to have felt a warm and nn- 
aifected friendship for Egmont, whose 

' f onlua Fayen MS s Ibid 
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hiilliant exploits in the field had ex- 
cited his youthful admiration, and of 
whose destruction he was, neverthe- 
less, compelled to he the unwilling 
instrument.’ For a few days, accord 
ingly, after thd arrival of the new 
Governor-General, all seemed to he 
gomg smoothly. The grand prior and 
Egmont became exceedingly intimate, 
passing their time together in ban- 
quets, masqiiciades, and play,' as 
joyously as if the meny days which 
had succeeded the treiity of Cateau 
Canihrcsiswei-e letumed. The Duke, 
too, manifested the most friendly dis- 
positions, taking care to send him 
laige presents of Spanish and Italian 
fiuits, received frequently by the go- 
veniment couiiera.® 

Lapped in this fatal security, Eg- 
mont not only foigot his feais, but 
unfortunately succeeded in inspiring 
Count Horn with a portion of his con- 
fidence That gentleman had still 
lemamed in his soUtary mansion at 
AVeert, notwithstanding the artful 
means which had been used to lurs 
him from that “ desert.” It is singu- 
lar that the very same person who, 
according to a W'ell-informed Catholic 
contemporiny, had been most eager 
to warn Egmont of bis danger, had 
also been the foremost instrument fur 
eficcting the capture of the Admiral. 
The Seigneur de Billy, on the day 
after his ariiial fiom Madrid, had 
wiittcn to Horn, telling him that the 
King was highly pleased with Ills ser- 
vices and character. De Billy also 
stated tli.it he had been commissioned 
by Philiji to express distinctly the 
royal giatitude for the Count’s con- 
duct, adding that his Majesty was 
about to visit the Ketherlands in 
August, and would probably bo 
preceded or accompamed by Baiou 
Montigny.*’ 

Alva and his son Don Ferdinando 
had soon aftcniiuds .addressed letters 
fiom Gciv Cl biller (d.ated 26th and 
27th July) to Count Horn, filled with 
expressions of friendship and confi- 
dence.' The Admiral who had sent 
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one of hie gentlemen to greet the 
Ptdce, now responded from Weert that 
be was very sensible of the kindness 
manifested towards him, but that for 
reasons which his secretary, Alonso de 
la Loo, would more -fully communi- 
oatc, he must for the present beg to 
be excused from a personal visit to 
Mussels. The secretary was received 
by Alva with extreme courtesy.^ The 
Duke expressed mfimte pam that the 
King had not yet rewaided Cotmt 
Horn’s services according to their 
merit, said that a year before he had 
told his brother llontigny how very 
much he was the Admiral’s fnend, 
and begged La Loo to tell his master 
that he should not doubt the royal 
generosity and gratitude. The Go- 
vernor added, that if he could see the 
Count in poison he could tell him 
things which would please him, and 
which would prove that he had not 
been forgotten by his friends. La 
Loo had afterward a long conversa- 
tion wiih the Duke’s secretary, Al- 
bomoe, who assured him that lus 
master had the greatest affection for 
Count Horn, and that smee lus affairs 
were so much embarrassed, he might 
easily ho provided with the post of 
governor at Milan, or Viceroy of Naples, 
about to become vacant. The secre- 
tary added, that the Duke was much 
hurt at receiving no visits from many 
distinguished nobles whose faithful 
friend and servant ho wdS, and that 
Count Horn ought to visit Brussels, if 
not to treat of great affairs, at least to 
visit the Captam-General as a friend, 
“After all ^is,” said honest Alonso, 
“ I am going immediately to Weert, to 
urge his lordship to yield to the Duke’s 
desires.’’ “ 

This scientifio manoeuvring, joined 
to the urgent representatione of Eg- 
mont, at lost produced its effect, Tb 
Admiral left hie retirement at Weert 
to fall into the pit which ins enemies 
had been so skilfully preparing at 


Brussds. On the night of the 8th 
September, Egmont received another 
significative and mysterious warn- 
ing. A Spaniard, apparently an ofli- 
ccr of rank, came sec^tly into his 
honae, and urged him solemnly to 
effect his escape before the morrow. 
The Oountess, who related the stoiy 
afterwards, always believed, without 
being certain, t^t the mystcnuui 
visitor was Julian Bomero, niaideU.il 
de cami).‘* Egmont, however, eoali- 
nueJ as bhndly confident as before 
On the following day, September 
9, the grand prior, Don Feidmantlo, 
gave a magnificent dinner, to wliidi 
Egmont and Horn, together with Koir- 
carmes, the Viscount de Ghent, ami 
many oUier noblemen wore inntsiL 
The banquet was enlivened by tbs 
music of Alva's own military bind, 
which the Duke sent to entertain the 
company. At tin ce o’clock he sent a 
message begging the gentlemen, after 
their dinner should be concluded, to 
favour him with their company at bis 
house (the maison da Jassy), as lie 
wished to consult them conoemhigths 
plan of the citadel, which he propo.sri 
electing at Antwerp.* 

At this moment, the grand prior, 
who was seated next to Egmont, 
wliispered m his ear, "Leave this 
place, Signor Count, instantly; take 
the fieetest horse in your stable, .sml 
make ydhr escape without a moment’s 
dday." Egmont, much troubled, and 
remembering the manifold prophecies 
and admonitions which he had pos-cd 
by unheeded, rose from the table and 
went into the next room. He was fol- 
lowed by Noircarmes and two other 
gentlemen, who had observed his agi- 
tation, and were curious as to its cause. 
The Count repeated to them the niy.i- 
teriouB words just whispered^to hiin 
by the grand prior, addmg that he was 
detennmed to take the advice without 
a moment’s delay. "Hal Count,” ex- 
claimed Noircarmes, " do not put 


^ Letter of aionzo de la Loo Iti Corre- 
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lightiy sncIi impUcdt confidence in tMs 
ctnuger, who is connsclLmg you to 
your destruction. Whnt will the Duke 
of AIts and all the Spaniards say of 
such a precipitate flight* ‘Will they 
not say that four Excellent^ has fled 
from &e consciousness of guflt* 'Will 
not your escape be construed.^into a 
confession of high tieason*”* 

If these words were really spoken 
by Hoircarmes, and that they \\ ere so 
we have the testimony of a 'Walloon 
gentleman in constant communication 
iriili Egmont's friends and nith the 
whole Catholic party, thi j fuim h .ano- 
ther proof of the niilignaut and ciuel 
character of the man. The adiice 
fixed for everthc f ite of tlic i ccilUting 
Egmont. lie had nson fi i.iu table de- 
termined t j take the advice of a noble- 
nunded Siiauiaid, tiho h id a IventurcJ 
his life to save his friend Ho now re- 
turned m obedience to the counsel of 
a fellow-countryman, a Flemish noble, 
to treat the well-meant warning with 
indiflerence, and to seat himself again 
at the last banquet which he was ever 
to grace with his presence.* 

At four o'clock, the diuner being 
finished, Horn and Egmont, accompa- 
nied by the other gentlemen, proceeded 
to the “Jassy" house, then occupied 
by Alva, to take part in the deUbera- 
tions proposed They were received 
by the Duke with great courtesy. The 
engineer, Pietro Urbinc, aoou-ftppeaiied 
and Laid upon the table a l.iige p.ucli- 
ment containing the plan and delation 
of the citadel to be erected at Ant- 
werp.* A warm disousdon upon the 
subject soon arose, Egmont, Horn, 
Noircarmes, and othei's, together with 
the cngiucois Urhiuo and Pacheco, .all 
taking part in the dehate.'‘ After a 
short time, the Duke of Alva left the 
apartnmnt, on pretext of a sudden in- 
disposiuon, leaving the company still 
warmly engaged in their argument.® 
The council lasted till near seven in 
the evening. Ae it broke up, Don 
Sancho d’Ainla, captain of tho Duke’s 
guard, requested Egmont to romain 
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for a moment aJI cr tho rest, as he had 
a communication to m.ake to him. 
After an insignificant remark or two, 
the Spanish officer, os soon as the two 
were alone, requested Egmont to sur- 
render his sword. The Count, agitated, 
and notwithstanding everything i\ Inch 
had gone before, still taken by surprise, 
scarcely knew what reply to make." 
Don S.meho repe.ated that he had been 
comuiiss.i'.ned to ai rest him, and again 
drmaudeil his sword. At the 8.imo 
raomeiit the daoi-s of the adjacent 
apartment were opened, and Egmont 
B-iw liiiiiself surrounded by a coiiip.iny 
of Spanish miisquctocrs and halberd 
men. Fmding himself thus entrapped, 
he gave up his sword, saying bitterly, 
as he did so, that it had at lc.isb rcr- 
dti-ed some service to the Kmg in 
t ines w luch were p.ist. He was then 
coii.lueted to .a ch,mibcr, in tho upper 
sliirey of the house, where his tempo- 
r.iry pnsou had been airangeth The 
windows were barnoaded, the daylight 
excluded, the whole apartment hung 
with black. Here he remained four- 
teen d.iys (from the 9th to 28d Sep- 
tember). During thie pei-iod, he was 
allowed no communication with lus 
friends. His room was lighted d.iy and 
night with candles, and he was served 
m sti ict silence by Spanish attendants, 
and guarded by Sp.anish soldiers. The 
capbam of the watch diew his curtain 
ev t-xy midnight, and aroused him fi-cim 
sleep that fle might he identified by 
tho relioi ing officer.* 

Count Hum was arrested upon the 
same occasion by Captain Salinas, as 
he w.as jiroceeding through the court- 
yaid of the house, after the bre-okiiig 
op of the coimcih He was confined in 
another chamber of the mansion, and 
met with a precisely similar treatment 
to that experienced by Egmont. Upon 
the 23d September bothweie removed 
under a strong guard to the Castle of 
Ghent.® 

On this same day, two other impor 
taut arrests, included and arranged ii 
the same piogramme, had been- 
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cessfuJly aocompli^ed. Bakkerzeel, 
^vate and co^wdential secretary of 
Egmout, and Antony Van Straalen, 
the rich and influential burgomaster of 
J^twerp, were taken almost simultane- 
ously'.^ At the request of Alva, the 
burgomaster had been invited by the 
Duchess of F.Trma to repair on busmess 
to Bru^els, He seemed to have feared 
an ambuscade, for as he got Into his 
coach to set forth upon the journey, 
he was so muffled in a multqilicity of 
clothing, that he was scarcely to be 
locognised.® He nos no sooner, how 
over, in the open country, and upon a 
spot remote from human habitations, 
than he was suddenly beset by a band 
of forty soldiers under command of 
Don Alberic Lodron and Don Sancho 
do LodroSo.’ These officers had been 
watchmghis movements for many days. 
The capture of Bakkerzeel was accom- 
plished with equal adroitness at about 
the same hour. 

Alva, while he eat at the council 
board with Egmont and Horn, was 
secretly informed that those important 
personages, Bakkeizeel and Straalen, 
with the private seoretaiy of the Ad- 
miral, Alonzo de la Loo, in addition, 
had been thus successfully aiTcstcd. 
He could with difficulty conceal his 
satisfaction, and left the apartment 
immediately, that the trap might be 
sprung upon the two principal victims 
of his treachery. He had himself ai- 
langed all the details of these two im- 
portant arrests, while his natural son, 
the Prior Don Feidiuando, had been 
compelled to supei intend the procced- 
higs.^ The plot had been an excellent 
plot, and was acconipbshed as success- 
fully as it had been sagaciously con- 
ceived. Kone but Spaniards had been 
emyiloyed in any part of the affair.* 
OfficeiB of high rank m his Majesty's 
army had periormed the part of sines 
and policemen with much adioitness, 
nor w os it to be expected that the duty 
would seem a disgrace, when the Piior 
of the Knights of &int John was 
superintendent of the operations, when 
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the Captain-General of the Netherlands 
had arranged the whole plan, and when 
all, from subalteni to viceroy, had re- 
ceived minute mstructions as to tlie 
contemplated treachery from the great 
chief of the Spanish police, who sat on 
the throne of Castile and Aragon. 

No sooner were these gentlemen in 
custody than the secretaiy Alborno 
was despatched to the house of Count 
Horn, and to that of Bakkerzeel, w here 
all papers were immediately seized, 
mventuned, and placed m the handi 
of the Duke.* Thus, if amid the most 
secret communications of Egmont and 
Horn or their correspondents, a single 
treasonable thought should be Imknig, 
it was to go bard but it might be 
twisted into a cord strong enough to 
strangle them all. 

The Duke wiote a triumphant letter 
to his Majesty that very night. Uo 
aiiologlsed that these important cap- 
tures had been dcferied so long, but 
stated that he had thought it dean able 
to secure all these leading personagea 
at a smgle stroke. He then noimted 
the masterly manner in which the 
operations had been conducted Cci- 
tamly, when it is remembered that the 
Duke had only reached Bnisscls upon 
the 23d August, and that the two 
Counts were securely lodged in piisou 
on the 9th of September, it seemed a 
superfluous modesty upon bis pait 
thus to tixeuse himself for an app.!! cut 
delay. At any rate, in the eyes of the 
world and of poBtciity,liiszcal to cany 
out the bloody commands of his master 
was sufficiently swift. 

The consternation was univei^il 
tbioughout tho provinces when the 
arrests became known. Egmuut’a 
great popularity and distinguished ser- 
vices placed him so high above tho 
mass of citizens, and his attachment to 
the Catholic religion was, morcovui , so 
well known, as to make it obvious that 
no man could now be safe, when men 
like him were in the power of Alva 
and his myrmidons. The animosity to 
the Spaniards increased hourly.’' 'The 
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Dachess affected indignation^ at tiie there was neither a sparh of real sym* 
irrest of the two nobles, although it pathy for the oppropsed millions^ nor 
nowhere appears that she attempted a throb of genume womanly einotion 
I word in their defence, or lifted, at for the impending fate of the two 
any aubseque^t moment, a finger to nobles. Her pnncipal grief was, that 
save ^em. She was not anxious to she had p.'icified the provinces, and that 
wash her hands of the blood ^ tw'o another had now arrived to reap the 
innocent men ; ^e was only onended glory; but it was difficult, while the 
that they had been arrest^ withouc unbuiied bones of many heretica were 
her permission. The Duke had, it is still hanging, by her decree, on the 
tnie, sent Berlaymont and Mansield to i afters of their own diatnautlcd 
give her information of the fact, as churches, for her successfully to enact 
soon as the capture had been n>ade, the pai’t of a benignant and rnoroiful 
with the plausible excuse that he jtre- Itegent. But it is very tme that the 
ferred to save her from all the respou- horrois of the Buke*8 administration 
ubility and all the unpopularit}' of tho have been propitious to the fame of 
measure.^ Nothing, however, could Mai^ret, and perhaps more so to that 
appease her uTatU at tins and every of Caidinal Granvelle, The faint and 
athcr indication of the contempt in sti*u^ling rays of humanity which 
which he appeared to hold the si&ter occasionally illumined the course oi 
of his sovereign. She complained of theii gONoininent, weie destined to be 
his conduct daily to eveiy one who extiiigin^lied in a chaos so profound 
VI 08 admitted to her piosence. Her- and daik, tliat these Inst beams of 
self oppressed by a sense of pemonal light seemed cle.irer and more bounti- 
indiCTity, she seemed for a moment fill by the contract, 
to iden&fy herself with the cause of Tlio Count of Hoogstraaten, who 
the oppressed provinces Sho seemed was on his way to Brussels, had, by 

to im^ine hersolf the champion of good fortune, injured his hand through 

their liberties, and tho Netherlandcis, the accidental discharge of a pistol, 
for a moment, to participate ia the Detained by tins casualty at Cologne, 
delusion. Because she was indignant he was informed, before his amvjd at 
at the insolence of the Duke of Alva the capital, of the arrest of his hvo dis* 
to herself, the honest citizens began to tmgiiishcd friends, and accepted the 
give her credit for a sympathy with luut to betake himf-clfat ones to a 
their own wrongs. She expressed lier- place of safety *' 

self determined to mo^e abofit from The loyalty of the cider SraUhfold 
one city to another, until tho answer wis beyonc^ di^-pute even by Aha. 
to her demand for dismissal should His son Charles had, hoivovcr, been 
QTrive.^ She allow'ed her immediate imprudent, and, as we have seen, bad 
attendants to abuse the Spaniaixls in even affixed his name to the earliest 
good set terms upon every occasion, copies of the Compiomise. He had 
Even her private chaiilain permitted retired, it is true, fiomall connexion 
himself, in preaching befoieher iii the with the confederates, but bis lather 
palace chapel, to denounce the whole knew well tliat tho young Count's 
nation as a race of traitors and ravish* signature upon tbot famous dooument 
er^ and/or this offence was only re- would prove his death-w’anant, weie 
primanded, much against her wiU, by ho found in the country Ho tkei e- 
the Duchess, and ordered to retire for foic Lad sent him into Geimaiiy be- 
a season to his convent ** She did not fore the atiival of the Duke ® 
attempt to disguise her dissatisfaction Tho K^'ug's satisfaction vvm un- 
at every step which had been taken by bounded wnen he learned tins iinpor- 
the Duke. In all this there was much tant achievement of Alva, and he 
petulance, but very little dignity, while wrote immediately to express hijs ap* 
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probation in the most extravogiini 
tarma.^ Cardinal Grauvelle, on the 
contrary, affected astonishment at a 
course which he hadsecretly counseUed. 
He assured his Majesty that he had 
never heheved Egmont to entertain 
sentiments opposed to the Catholic 
religion, nor to the interests of the 
crown, up to the period of his own de- 
parture from the Hetherlands. He 
was persuaded, he said, that the Count 
had been abused by others, aWiough, 
to ic sure, ike Cardinal had learned ieilh 
regret what Egmont had written on ike 
oecamon of the hajitiam of Count Soog- 
gtiuaten's child. As to the other per- 
sons arrested, he said that no one re- 
gretted their fate. The Cardinal 
added, that he was supposed to be him- 
self the instigator of these captures, but 
that he was not msturbed by that, or 
by other imputations of a similar 
nature.* 

In conversation with those about 
him, ha frequently expressed regret 
that the Fi-mce of Orange had been 
too crafty to be caught in the same 
net in which his more simple com- 
panions were so inextricably entangled. 
Indeed, on the first arrival of the news, 
that men of high rank had been ar- 
rested in Brussels, the Cardinal eagerly 
inquired if the taciturn bad been taken, 
for by that term he always ohaiac- 
terised the Prince. Beceivmg a nega- 
tive reply, ho expressed extreme fis- 
appointment, ad^g, that if Orange 
bad escaped, they had taken nobody, 
and that his capture would have been 
more valuable than that of every man 
in the Metherlanda." 

Peter Titelmann, too, the famous 
inquisitor, who, retired from active 
life, was then living upon Philip's 
bounty, and encouraged by frien^y 
letters from that monarch,* expressed 
the same opinion. Having been in- 
formed that Egmont and Horn had 
been captured, he eagerly inquired if 
“wise WiUiam" had also seen taken. 
He was, of coarse, answered in the 
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negative. “ Then will our joy bs 
but brief,” he observed. “'Woe unto 
us for the wrath to come from Qee 
many.”* 

On the 12 th July, , of this year, 
Philip wrote to Granvelle to inquiig 
the particulars of a letter which the 
Prince of Orange, according to a pre- 
vious communication with the Cardinal, 
had written to Egmont on the ocm- 
sion of the baptism of Count Ilong. 
straaten's child* On the 17th of 
August, the Cardinal replied, hy set- 
ting the Hing right as to the eiior 
which he had committed. The leltcr, 
as he had already stated, was not 
written by Orange, but by Egmont, and 
he expressed his astonishment that 
Madame de Parma had not yet sent it 
to his Majesty. The Duchess inu,t 
have seen it, because her confessor li.id 
shewn it to the person who was Gi.in 
velle’s informant. In this letter, the 
Cardinal continued, the statement had 
been made by Egmont to the Prince 
of Orange that their plots were discovered, 
that the King was making armaments, 
that they were unable to resist him, 
and that therefore it bad become neccs 
sary to dissemble and to accommodat: 
themselves as well as possible to th( 
present situation, wlulo iiaiting fin 
other circvmstances under which to ar 
complish their designs. Granvelle ad 
vised, moreover, that Straalen, whe 
had been privy to the letter, and per 
baps the amanuensis, should be forth 
with arrested,^ 

The Cardinal was determined not ti 
let the matter sleep, notwithstandipj 
bia protestation of a kindly feeling to 
wards the imprisoned Count. Againa 
the statement that he knew of a lettc 
which amounted to a full confession o 
treason, out of Egmont’s own mouth- 
B fact which, if proved, and, perhaps, i 
even insinuated, would be sufficien 
with Philip to deprive Egmont o 
twenty thousand lives— against thes 
constant recommendations to his sui 
picions end sanguinary master, to ferre 

(Aurantius) evosit non enint solida g-uirl. 
sostia, vse nobis K bello Oermanioo I’ai 
done slvo veniis Hispanicss editss Anatomi! 
Promotheo auctore, 1574 
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gut this documeirig li it were pogsiljle, 
It must be oonfeased that the church- 
IDsa’s vague and hTpocritical expres- 
g{ous ou the side of merof were very 
little worth. 

Certainly these seeds of suspicion did 
not fall upon a barren soil, f hitip 
immediately communicated the* infor- 
mation thus received to the Duke of 
Alva, charging him on repeated occa- 
sions to &d out what was written, 
either by Egmont, or by Straalcn at 
Egmont’s instigation, stating that such 
a letter was written at the time of the 
Hoogstraaten baptism, that it would 
^lahly Ulustiate the opinions of 
ligmont at that penod, and that the 
letter itself, wliich tlie coiifessoi of 
Madame de Parma had once had in his 
bonds, ought, if possible, to be procured.* 
Thus ilio veiy language used by Graa- 
rello to Philip was immediately repeated 
by the monarch to his representative 
in the Netherlands, at the moment 
when all Egmont’s papers were in his 
possession, and when Egmont's private 
aecretary was undergoing the torture,® 
ui order that secrets might be wrenched 
Erom him which hod never entered his 
brain. The fact that no such letter 
was found, that the Duchess had never 
lUuded to any such document, and that 
neither a careful scrutiny of papers, 
nor the application of the lack, ^ could 
elicit any satisfactory information on 
the subject, leads to the cohdusion 
that no such treasonable p.aper had 
ever existed, save m the imaghiation 
of the Cardinal. At any rate, it ia no 
more than just to hesitate before affix- 
ing a damning character to a document, 
in the absence of any direct proof that 
there ever was such a document at all. 
The confessor of Madame de Parma 
told another person, who told the Car- 
dinal, tjiat either Count Egmont, or 
Burgomaster Strasden by command of 
Count Egmont, wrote to the Prince of 
Orange '&us and so. IVhat evidence 
was this upon which to found a charge 
of high treason against a man whom 
Granvelle affected to characterise os 
otherwise neither opposed to Ihe Catho- 

t Gonespondance de Fhilippe U , L 
(160-702. 

s VIgL Eplst. od Hopp., zxvt 406. T. d. 


lie religion, nor to the true service oj 
the King? What kind of mercy was 
it on the part of the Cardinal, w^e 
making such deadly insinuations, to re- 
commend the imprisoned victim to 
domency? 

The unfortunate envoys. Marquis 
Berghen and Baron Montigny, had re. 
mained in Sjiain under close observa- 
tion. Of those doomed victims who, 
in spite of friendly remonstrances and 
of ominous warnings, had thus ven- 
tured into the hon's den, no retreating 
footmarks were ever to bo seen. Then 
fiite, now that Alva had at last been 
despatched to the Netherlands, seemed 
to be sealed, and the Marquis Berghen, 
accepting the augury in its most evil 
sense, immediately afterwards had sick- 
ened unto death. Whether it were 
the sickness of hope deferred, suddenly 
changing to despair, or whether it were 
a siiU more potent and unequivocal 
poison which came to the relief of the 
unfortunate nobleman, will perhaps 
never be ascertained with certamty.* 
The secrets of those terrible prison- 
houses of Spain can never perhaps he 
accurately known, until the grave gives 
up its dead, and the buried crimes of 
centuries are revealed. 

It was very Boon after the departure 
of Alva’s fleet from Carthagena, that 
the M.U qius Berghen felt his end ap- 
pioaching He scut for the Prince of 
Eboli, with whom he hiid always main- 
tained mtiiriate relations, and w horn he 
believed to be his disinterested fiiend. 
Belying upon bis f-uthful breast, and 
trusting to receive fiom bis eyes alone 
the pious diops of sympathy which he 
required, the dying noble poured out 
his long and last complaint. He charged 
him to tell the man whom ho would no 
longer call his king, that he had ever 
been true and loyal, that the bitternesa 
of having been constantly suspected, 
when ho ivas conscious of entire fidelity 
was a shaiper sorrow than could bo 
lightly believed, and that he hoped the 
time would come when lus own truth 
and the artifices of his enemies would 
be brought to light. He blosed his 

i Vvuckt, U. 82 CorrespoDdancedePhilli 
IJ.i 671. s Strado, 1 . 290. HooftLivm 
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partlOK menage by pTedicting that after 
he bad been long laid in the graro, the 
impeachments against his character 
would he at last, although too late, re- 
tracted.^ 

So spake the unh.appy envoy, and 
his friend replied with words of con- 
solation. It is probable that he even 
ventured, in the King's name, to grant 
him the liberty of returning to his 
home ; the only remedy, as his physi- 
cians had repeatedly stated, which could 
possibly be applied to his disease. But 
the devihsh hypocrisy of Philip, and 
the abject perildy of Eboli, at this 
juncture, almost suipass belief. The 
Prince came to press the hand and to 
close the eyes of the dying man whom 
he called 1^ friend, Kaving first care- 
fully studied a billet of most minute 
and secret instructions from his master 
as to the deportment he was to observe 
upon thtB solemn occasion and after- 
irards. This paper, wnttcn in Philip’s 
swn hand, had been dehvered to Eboli 
on the very day of his visit to Berghen, 
and bore ihe superscription that it was 
not to be read nor opened till the mes- 
senger who brought it hod left his pre- 
eence. It directed the Prince, if it 
should be evident that the Marquis 
was past recovery, to promise him, in 
the King's name, the permission of re- 
turning to the Netheilands. Should, 
however, a possibility of his surviving 
appear, Eboli was only to hold out a 
hope that such permissiolrmight even- 
tually be obtamed. In case of the 
death of Berghen, the Prince was im- 
mediately to confer with the Giand 
Inquisitor and with the Count of Fcria, 
upon the measures to be takeu for bis 
obsequies. It might seem advisable, 
in that event, to exhibit the regret 
which the Kmg and his ministers felt 
for his death, and the great esteem in 
which they held the nobles of the 
Ketherlands. At the same time, Eboh 
was further iiiatiucted to confer with 
the some peisonages as to the most effi- 
cient means for preventing the escape 
of Baron Montigny^; to keep a vigilant 

1 Btnida, i. S90 . 

* CoTrespondanl'e do Bldlppe II , 1. ev*j 
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eye upon his movements, and to give 
gonerM directions to governors and to 
postmasters to intercept his fiight, 
should it be attempted Finally, in 

case of BeTghen’sdeath,^e Prince was 
directed to despatch a special messen- 
ger, qjoparently on his own responsi- 
bility,'' and as if in the alienee anti 
wiiJiout the knowledge of the King, 
to inform the Duchess of Parma of the 
event, and to urge her immediately to 
take possession of the city of IScigen 
op-Zoom, and of ail other property be 
longing to the Marquis, until it shoulii 
be ascei-tained whether it weie not 
possible to convict him, after de.itli, nl 
treason, and to confiscate his estates 
accordingly.® 

Such were the instructions of Philni 
to Eboli, and piecisely in acconi.uiee 
with the progiamme was the IioiiiUb 
comedy enacted at the de.atlilicd nf 
the envoy. Three days after his pai-t 
ing interview with his disintere.stal 
fnend, the Marquis was a corpse ■* Be 
fore hiB limbs wei e cold, a messenger 
was on his way to Brussels, instruct- 
ing the Begent to Kquetlrate hta jin 
parly, and to arrat, upon tmpunm oj 
hcreay, tlae youthful Jemman and niact, 
who, by the will of the ilanpiU, weie to 
be imited in marriage, and to share IiU 
estate.® The whole dmma, beginning 
with the death-scene, woe enacted ac 
cording to order. Before the aiTii.il 
of AItw in the Netherlands, tho pnv 
petty of the Marquis was in the hancli 
of the Oovemment, aw alting the cou- 
fiscation,® which WiOS but for a bijcf 
season delayed; while on tho other 
band, Baron Montigny, Bergheu's coiu- 
pamon in doom, who was not, how- 
ever, so easily to be carried off by 
home-sickness, was closely confined in 
the alcazar of Segovia, never to Icaie 
a Spanish prison alive.® There 
something pathetic in tiie delusion in 
which Montigny and his hi other, tlie 
Count Hom, both indulged, each be- 
lieving that the other was out of 
harm’s way, the cme by his absence 
from the Netherlands, the other by his 
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abeenod £iom Spam, while both, m* 
volyed m the same meshes, were ra 
pidly and surely approaching their fate ^ 
In the some despatch of the 9th 
September, np which the Duke com 
mumcated to Philip the capture of 
Dgmont and Horn, he announced to 
him his determination to estatilish a 
new court for the trial of crimes com 
nutted during the iccent period of 
troubles^ This wondeiful tribunal 
was accordingly created i ith the least 
possible delay It was called the 
Council of Troubles, but it soon &c 
qtiired the terrible name, by which it 
will be foi e\Qi known in history, of 
the Blood C iincil ^ It supeiseded all 
other mstituoions r\ciy court from 
those of the municipal m igistracies up 
to the Bupiemc councils of the pio 
Tinces, weie fjibiddcu to take cog 
nisauce ui futuie of any cause giow 
iiig out of the late tioubleb^ 'Ihc 
Council of State, although it w os not 
formally disbanded, fell mto complete 
dosuelAde, its membeis being occasion 
ally summoned into Alvas pm ate 
chambcis in an irregular manner, while 
its p'*mcipal fimctions weie usuiped 
by the Blood Coun il het only citi 
sens of 6\ery proMiice, but the mum 
ripal bodies, and eaen the soaereign 
pioamcial estates tliemaehes, weie 
compelled to pkal hi e humble iiuU 
Yidualb, bcfoic thi^ new and extiaoidi 
nai} liibunal'* It is unnecA^^aiy to 
• lludc to the absolute Molalim which 
w s thus committed of idl chattel , 
Uws and piiaiicges, because the \eiy 
cieation of the couucil was a bold and 
biutal pioclamation that those laws 
and piiYileges weie at an end Xhe 
constitution or maternal piinciple of 
tliiH suddenly erected court was of a 
tw ofold natui e It defined and it pun 
ished tjie Clime of treason Ihe deh 
mtions, couched in eighteen aitiblcs, 
declared it to be treason to haa e de 
haeiedor signed any petition against 
1 Vide D^uction do 1 Innocence du Comte 
do Hoiuca op 20S, ^01 
> Coiiespoudmce do Philippe II i 6S? 
s lioofd, IV 153 Boi IV 185 1S5 
Me 01 on, f 49 Heidaui, Ann. Bolg , 
V 5 

A Bor, IV 186 186 
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the new bishops, the Inquisition, or 
the edicts , to have tolerated public 
pleaching under any circumstances* 
to have omitted resistance to the im 
age bieaking to the held pieachmg, or 
to the piesentation of the Bequest by 
the nobles, and “ either through ^m 
pathy or suipiibe*’ to have asserted 
that th^ King did not posse^^s the light 
to depii\e 2 dl the piovinccs of their 
hb^iiies, 01 to haae mamtained that 
this present tribunal w as bound to rc 
spect m any manner any laws or any 
charteiQ^ In these bnef and simple, 
but comprehensiye terms, was the 
Clime of high treason defined Tho 
punishment was still more brieflj, 
c^ixnpl}, and compiehensnely stated, 
for it w as instant death m all cases ^ 
So w ell, too, did this new and temblo 
en^^ine i cifoim its woik, that m less 
than three months fi oin tlie time of 
its election, eighteen bundled human 
bcnio'^ had sufiered death* by its sum- 
moiy pioccedmgs , some of the high* 
est, the noblest, and the most viituous 
in the land among the number, noi 
bod it then manifested the slightest m< 
dication of faltering m its di e^ cai eor 
\et, stiange to say, this tiemendous 
couit, thus estalihshed upon the rums 
of all the ancient lUBtitutions of Iho 
counti}, had not been piovidedwith 
c\eu a nominal authoiity fiom any 
soiuee whatosci Iho King had t,iant- 
edit no letters patent oi chater nor 
had e^ cn tee Duke of Ah a thought it 
woith while to giant any commissions, 
either m his own uime oi as Captain* 
Geneial to on} of the members com* 
pc^mg the bo u d ® The B1 lod Council 
wa-s mcielj an informal club, of which 
the Duke was peipetual president^ 
while tho other members wore all ap 
pomted by himself 

Oi these suboidinate coimcillors, tw o 
Iiad the 1 ight of > otmg <»ubj ect, how er, 
malKisc» tohisfina]dccision,whiIethe 
re t ot the number did not vote at all 
1 o 1 1 B r uLa sui Mottren 
B Biaudt llibt dorltof.i 466, Bor, iv 
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It had not, therefore, in any sense, the 
cbaiacter of a judicial, legislatlTe, or 
esecotive tribunal, but was purely a 
board of advice by which the bloody 
labours of the Duke were occasionally 
listened as to detail, while not a 
feather’s weight of power or of respon- 
sibility was removed from his shoul- 
ders, He reserved for himself the final 
decision upon all causes which should 
come before the councU, and stated hie j 
motives for so doing with gnm aim- j 
plicity. “ Two reasons,” he wrote to 
the King, “have determined me thus | 
to limit the power of the tribunal; | 
the first that, not knowing its mem- 
bers, 1 might be easily deceived by 
them; the second, that lha man of law 
only condemn for Crimea which are 
proved ; whereas your Majesty knows 
that affairs of state are governed by 
very different rules from tAe Urm which 
they have here." ^ 

It being, therefore, the object of the 
Duke to compose a body ot men who 
would be of assistance to him in con- 
demning for oiimca which could not 
be proved, and in slippuig over statutes 
which were not to be recognised, it 
must be confessed tliat he was not un- 
fortunate in the apjiomtmencs which 
be made to the ofiice of councillors. 
In this task of appointment he had 
the assistance of the experienced Tig- 
lius.’ That learned jurisconsult, with 
characteristic lubricity, had evaded the 
dangerous honour for himself, but he 
nominated a number of persons, from 
whom the Duke selected his list. The 
sacerdotal robes which he had so re- 
cently and BO “craftily" assumed, fui^ 
nished his own excuse, and in his let- 
ters to his faithful Hopper, he repeat- 
edly congratulated himself upon Ins 
success in keeping himself at a dis- 
tance from BO bloody and perilous a 
post.” 

It is impossible to look at the con- 
duct of the diBtmguished Frisian at 
this important juncture without con- 


tempt. Bent only upon saving him- 
self, his property, and his reputation, 
he did not hesitate to bend before the 
“most illustrious Duke,” as he always 
denominated him, with fulsome and 
fawning homage.* WhiR he declined 
to dip^ own fingers in the innocent 
blood ithich was about to flow in tor- 
rents, he did not object to ofilciate at 
the initiatory preliminaries of the 
great Metherland holocaust. His do- 
cent and dainty demeanour seems ei cu 
moie offensive than the jociilaiity of 
the re^ murderers. Conscious tint 
no man knew the laws and customs of 
the Netheilauds better tbon bimself, 
he had the humble effionteiy to ob- 
serve that it was necessary for bim at 
that moment silently to submit in, 
own unskiifulness to tbc supennr 
judgment and knowledge of othcis ‘ 
Having at last been relie\ cd from ilic 
stone of Sisyphus, which, as he pl.u.\- 
tively expressed himself, ho had heoii 
rolling for tsieuty years," having, bj 
the arii\al of Tisnacq, ol’talned bis 
dtscliaige as Piesidcnt of tbe St.ite 
Council, he was yet not unwilling to 
retain the emoluments and the rank of 
Piesident of the Privy Council, al- 
though both offices bad become sme- 
ernes since the erection of tlie Council 
of Blood. Although his life had hccii 
spent in admmistrative and judicial 
employments, he did not blush upon a 
matter ot constitutional law to defer 
to tbe authority of such juriscoubuU.'< 
as the Duke of Alva and his two Span- 
ish bloodhounds, Yargas and Del 
Sio. Ho did not like, he observed 1 1 
his confidential correspondence, tc 
gainsay the Duke, when maintamliig, 
that in cases of treason, the privileges 
of Brabant were powerless, although 
he mildly doubted whether the Bia- 
bantines would agree with the doc- 
trine.^ He often thought, he Said, of 
remedies for restoring the prosperity 
of tbe provinces, hut in action he only 
assisted the Duke, to the best of his 
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allnlities^ in oiranging the Blood-Coun- 
iSi He wished to his country, 
but he was more aimous for the ior- 
roar of **1 rejoice,*’ said he, in 

cne of hia letters, ''that the most illus* 
trioos Buke leas written to the Kiag 
in praise of my obsequiousneaa ; when 
I am censured here for eo reylrciitly 
dienohing him, it la a consolation that 
my semcea to the King and to the 
goyesnor are not imappieoiatcd ihore/'^ 
Indeed, the Duke ot Alva, had 
origmaJly suapected the Prcsjdonta 
character, aecmed at last ovciconie ly 
hia indefatigable and ciiuguig liomagc. | 
He wrote to the Huig, in whose good 


ed. and always of Philip, whom he so 
feared and w'orshippcd.'’ 

With hiB assistance, the hat of blood 
councillors was quickly completed. Ha 
I one who was offered the office refuseo 
it. Koiicarmea and Berlaymout ac< 
' ceptedwithvciygreateagcmcss.* Sove- 
, ral presiilcnts and councillors o£ the 
I diffeieut pioviucial tribunals were ap« 
j pointed, but all Iho H ctherlandera were 
! men of sii.w. Two S[>jin2.ards, Del 
Iho and Vargas, were the only mem- 
' bers who coidd vote; while theii' deci- 
sions, as already stated, were subject 
to levci-al by Alva, Del Bio was a 
' nun without character or talent, a 


graces the learned doctor was must 
anxious at that poneutuus i>uiod to 
maintain hinisol/ that the I*rc«'iuent 
was very semcoable and diligent, and 
that he descived to receive a crumb 
of comfort from the royal hand.* 
Philip, in consequence, wrote in one 
of his letters a few lines of vague com- 
pliment, which could be shewn to Vig- 
huB, aocordmg to Alva’s suggestion. 
It is, however, not a httle character- 
ktic of the Spanish court and of the 
Spanish monarch, that, on the very 
day before, he had sent to the Captaui- 
Qenerad a few documents of very dif- 
ferent import. In order, as he said, 
hat the Duke might be ignorant of 
nothing which related to the Nether- 
lands, he f 01 warded to him copies of 
the letters written by itaigaret of 
Parma from Brussels, three years be- 
fore. These letters, as it -will be re- 
collected, contained an account of the 
secret investigations which the Du- 
chess had made os to private cha- 
racter and opinions of Vighus — at the 
very moment uheu he apparently 
stood highest in her confidence — and 
charged him with heresy, swindling, 
md theft. Thus the painstaking ai^ 
bime-sefving President, with all his 
learning and experience, was succes- 
nvely the dupe of Hargaret and of 
klya, whom he so obsequiously court- 


mere tool in the hands of his superiors, 
but Juan de Vargas was a terrible 
1 ealify. 

No better mnn could have been 
found in Europe for the post to which 
he was thu« elevated. To shedhumon 
blood was, m Ina opinion, the only im- 
portant bu^moss and the only exhila- 
rating pastime of life Hb youth had 
been stained with other crimes. He 
had been oh^ed to retire from Spain, 
because of his violation of an orphan 
child to whom he was guardian,^ but, 
m his manhood, he found no pleasure 
but in murder. He executed Alva’s 
bloody W’ork with an industry which 
was nlmoat superhuman, and with a 
merriment which u oiild have shamed 
a demon Jlis execrable jests ring 
tlwou^i the blood and smoke and 
dcatli-ci ICS those days of pei’petual 
sacrifice. He was proud to bo the 
double of the iron-hcarted Duke, and 
acted 80 uniformly in accordance with 
bis Ticus, that the right of revision re- 
mamed but nommal. There could be 
no possibihty of collision where the sub- 
altern was only anxious to surpass on 
incomparable superior. The figure of 
Vargas rises upon us through the mist 
of &ree ceiituiies with temblu dis- 
tinctness. Even his barbarous gram- 
mar lias not been forgotten, and hia 
crimes ag.imst syntax and against hu- 
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rnauily have acquired fhe eame im- 
mortwty. “Hereticifraxenmttempla, 
Iponi TiiMi farnnint contra, ergo decent 
omnee patlbvdare,” rvae the compre- 
henBlve but barbarous formula of a 
man who murdeied the Latin language 
as ruthlessly as he slaughtered ins con- 
temporaries.^ 

Am ong the ciphers who composed 
the rest of the board, the Flemish 
Ciouncillor Hessels was the one whom 
^e Duke most respected. He was not 
without talent or learning, hut the 
IQuke only valued him foi his oinelty. 
Being allowed to take but httle share 
in the deliberations, Hessels was accus- 
tomed to dose away hia afternoon hours 
atthecouncil table, and when awakened 
from his nap in older that he might 
express an opinion on the case then 
b^ore the court, was wont to rub his 
eyes and to call out " Ad patibulum, 
od patabulum," (“ to the {^ows with 
him, to the gallows with mm,'*) with 
great fervour, but in entire ignorance 
of the culprit’s name or the merits of 
the case. His wife, naturaliy dlstui bed 
that her husband's wakmg and sleeping 
houis wero alike absoibed with this 
hangman’s work, more than once omi- 
nously expressed her hope to him, that 
he, whose head and heart were thus en- 
grossed with the gibbet, might not one 
day come to hang upon it himself ; a 
gloomy prophecy which the future 
most tembly f ulfill ed.^ 

The Council of Blood, ^us consti- 
tuted, held ita first session on the 20th 
September, at the lodgmgs of Alva." 
Springing completely grown and armed 
totheteethfromtheheadofitsinventor, 
the new tribunal — at the veiy outset 
in possession of all its vigour — ^forth- 
with began to manifest a tcmble acti- 
vity in accomplishing the objects of its 
existence. The councillors havmg been 
sworn to “eternal seciecy as to any- 
thing which should be transacted at the 
boaid, and having likewise made oath 
to denounce any one of their number 
who should violate the pledge,” the 

1 V. d. Vynckt, li. M, 16. 7T, Brandt, i, 
465, 466, Reidazd, p 5, Hoofd, 152 " The 

hcTOtim destroyed the tempies, the good 
men md nothing to proicnt it, thorelora 
they should ell be hauled “ 

> HooU, xis 004. Brandt, 494. 


court was considered as oiganised. 
Alva worked therein seven hours doily.* 
It may be believed that the subordi- 
nates were not spared, and that their 
office- proved no smecure. Their 
labours, however, were* not encunv 
bered by antiquated forms. As thii 
Buprerio and only tribunal for all the 
Hetherlands had no commission or 
authority save the will of the Captain- 
General, so it was also thought a matter 
of supererogation to cstahlish a set of 
rules and oi-ders such as might be u.se 
ful in less independent courts. Tiie 
forma of proceeding were hiief and 
artless. 'There was a rude organisa- 
tion by which a crowd of conuiiis 
Bioneis, acting as inferior officers of the 
council, wore spread over the proviiicci, 
whose business was to collect informa- 
tion concerning all persons who might 
be incriminated for participation in 
the recent tioubles.’ The greatest 
ciimc, however, was to be noh, and 
one which could be expiated by no 
virtues, however signal Alva was 
bent upon proving himself as acooiii- 
phshed a financier as he was indisjiiit- 
ably a consummate commander, and 
he had promised his master an annual 
income of 500,000 ducats from the con- 
fiscations which were to accomp.my 
the executions ° 

It was necessary that the blood tor- 
rent cdiould flow at once through the 
HetherlKuds, in order that the pro 
mised golden river, a yard deep, ac 
cording to his vaunt,' should begin to 
irrigate the thirsty soil of Spain. It 
is obvious, from the fundamental law.i 
which weie made to define treason at 
tbs same moment in which they estab- 
lished the council, that any man might 
bo at any instant summoned to the 
court. Hi eiy man, whether innocent 
or guilty, whether Papist or Protestant, 
felt his head shakmg on his shltuldcrs. 
If he weie wealthy, there seemed no 
remedy but flight, which was now al- 
most impossible, from the heavy pen- 
alties affixed by the new edict upon all 

4 Gachaid Notice, etc , 0, 

* Ihiil , 10 4 Ibid., 14 

4 Ibid, 22. — Compare Brandt. 1. 476; 
iloteioD, 29; Hoofi], iv.; V. d. Vynckt, li. 
81, et olios. • 

1 Brsnd^ 1, 401), 




cairien, sbipisasters, and waggoners, 
wliodiouldaidintheescape of heretics.^ 
A eertam miinber of these coiuniia. 
nonexs were partacularly instructed to 
edlect inforn^tion to the treason of 
Orange, liouis 2^as^u, Brederode, Kg- 
inont,Honi,Culeiuburg,Van den Berg, 
Berghen, and Montigny. Upon siuh 
information the proceedings against 
tiiose distinguished seignioi<! were to 
be summarily instituted. Particular 
coimmllom of the Court of Blood were 
diarged with the arrangenjeiit of th^*se 
important szzit?, but the ev2‘272i}^2-r'22era 
were to report in the first iu.««< inte to 
the Duke hnnsclf, i\ho afterwards 
returned the paper into the hands of 
his subordinate' * 

With rrgard to the inftrir»r and m'5»- 
eellaneous cases whuh we:e daily 
brought in incredible } n fvi* <-ii 
the tribunal, the same prelimiuarie& 
were obserred, by way of aping the 
proceedings in courts of justice. Alva 
sent the cart-loads of information which 
were daily brought to him, but which 
neither he nor any other man liad tune 
to read, to be disposed of by the board 
of councillors. It w^as the duty cf the 
different subalterns, who, os alreaily 
stated, had no right of 'Noting, to pi'c. 
pare reports upon the cases, Nothing 
could be more summary. Inform ition 
was lodged against a mau, or ag.unst a 
hundred men, in one document. The 
Duke sent the papeis to the^ouu^U, 
and the inferior councillors repoi ccil.it 
once to Vargas. If the report con- 
cluded with a rccoiuineudation of death 
to the man, or the hundred men m 
question, Vargas instantly apja-oved it, 
and execution was done upon the man, 
or the hundred men, within forty-eight 
hours. If the report had any 
eoncluaionf it was immediately sen t 
> Bor, ui 175, 17o, 
s Goohard, Notice, etc , 10, 11. 

• Gacbard, Notice, etc , 19, 20, — '* Hii 
Biciido cl aviso de condcuaer a niuertc «e 
docia quo estnba muy bicn y no b.ab]a zn,is 
qua ver; empero, si el aviso era de mentir 
peno, no so ostabi H lo quo elloa decian, eiqo 
tomabose ^ver cl proceso, y docian les sobro 
ellos malas palabr.is y haoion lo<i rum tr,it^ 
mlcnto,*’ etc — Official document cited by 
H. 6.ichar(l in Notice sur le Couscil, oto. 

* Hoof^ iv. Brandt, ix 

s 8co in particular tne ** Bententien Tiin 
Alva flfezammelb villi J. Markus,** uHseim: a 
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baok for revision, and the reporters 
were overwhelmed with reproaches b» 
the President.* 

Such hemg the method of operation, 
it may bo supposed th.it the councii- 
lora were not allowed to sl.icten in 
their terrible indu-tiy. The register 
of every city, village, and luinlet 
throughout the ITctherlanda showed 
the duly lists of men, woiuen, and 
cluldren thus saenfieed at the dirme 
of the demon who h.id obtained the 
m.istery over this unhappy hind * It 
«.4?aot oiten that aa mdiridaal was 
of sufficient importance to be trieal — if 
'.i.,al it tiiild be called — by hnn.,elf.'’ 
Ic w.as found more expeditious to send 
them in b..l. lies to the funuce. Thus, 
f'>r evampK'. on the 4th of January, 
c glity foiii iuh-iliiUnts of Valenciennes 

wo.e condemned; on another day, 
nuuty-ftve loiseellaneous individuais, 
fii tn difleient phees m Flanders; on 
an.ithcr, forty six inh.abitanta of Ma- 
Imes; on another, thiity-fiva pci-sons 
from different localities, and so on.® 

The evening of Shrovetido, a Ut 
vounlo holiday in the Netherlands, 
aSbnled on occasion for arresting and 
carrying off a vast number of doomed 
mdividu.ala at a single swoop.* It was 
correctly supposed that the burghers, 
filled with wine and w.issail, to which 
pcihaps the poisccution under which 
they lived lent an ndditioiul .and hor- 
lible stimulus, might ho easily taken 
flora thou- lifds in gre.it numbers, and 
be deliveicd out .ar once to the ooim- 
cil The plot Mil, ingenious, the not 
was spread accordingly Many of the 
doomed iieie, however, luckily wameil 
of the tei i ible termination which was 
impending over their festival, and be- 
stowed themselves in safety for a 
season. A prize of about live hundred 

wolk m a fv>v tbousin*! c-otitoiicoa ot 

deitU \ip<m lucu and women still m tbe 
Nothorl.in'W. oi of baniHlimonb uikIpp pain 
of Ucatb upou Buch hh h id eec!ipci.U nave 
been collect uil and pubhbhed. The sentenoen 
wtjo gri\en ni.imly upon the culprits lu loin 
or crangB —See also tho Corro‘ipondancQ do 
Pbilippe II., 11 , pns*>im, and the ** Hogistro 
do'i CondamnSa ot Bwiua h Cauao dcM 
Trtmblos dcs Pays Ba^' 8 vols. MS. Brus- 
Bcls Arcluvcn 

* Hoofd, IV. 167, 153 ftfctcren, 40 Go* 
clinrd, 16, 10. ^ lloofd, iv 137, 16& 

Brandt, 1. 471. Bor, iv, 830. Gaoliard, 14 
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prisonerB 'waa all which reworded the eerrant, who had witnessed without 
tafpAtj o{ the enterprise.^ It is denouncing the crime, were both 
needless to add that they were inune- drowned % the hangman in a hogs- 
diately executed. It is a wearisome head placed on the scaffold.* 
and odious task to ransack the mouldy Death, even, did nadi in all cases 
records of three centeiea ago, in order place a criminiid beyond the reach oi 
to reproduce the obscure names of the the executioner. Egbert lloynarlzoon, 
thousands who were thus sacriliced. a man of high official rank, had been 
The dead have buried their dead, and condemned, together with two col- 
are forgotten. It is likewise hardly leagues, on an accusation of collecting 
necessary to state that the proceedings money in a Lutheran church. lio 
before the council were all ex parte, died in prison of dropsy. The shenli 
and that an information waa almost was indign.ant with the physician, he 
inevitahly followed by a death-war- cause, in spite of cordials and strength- 
rant. It sometimes happened even ening prescriptions, the culpi it had 
that the zeal of the counciUora out- slipped through his fingers hcfoic he 
stripped the industry of the commis- had felt those of the hangman. He 
sioners. The sentences were occa- consoled himself hy placing the hodj 
sionally in advance of the docket, on a chair, end having the dead men 
Thus upon one occasion a man's case beheaded in company with his col- 
was called for trial, but before the leagues ° 


investigation was commenced it was Thus the whole country became a 
discovered that he had been already charnel-house; the death-bell tollcil 
executed. A cursory examination of hourly m every village ; not » f.vmilj 
the papers proved, moreover, as usual, but was called to mourn for its dearc-t 
that the culprit had oouimitted no relatives, while the survivors stalked 
crime. “Ho matter for that,” said listlessly about, the ghosts of their for- 
Varga^ jocosely, " if he has died inno- mer selves, among the wrecks of their 
cent, it will bo all the better for him. former homes. The spirit of the na 
when he takes his trial in the other tion, withm a few months alter tile 


world.” * 


arrival of Alva, eceemed hopolosslv 


But, however the councillors might broken. The blood of its Vest and 
indulge in these gentle je.stB among bravest had already stained the scaf 


themeelves, it was obvious that inno- 
cence waa in reality impossible, accord- 


fold; the men to whom it Iiad been 
accusiojped to look for guL’auco and 


ing to the rules which Ijpd been laid protection, were dead, in prison, or m 
down regarding treason. The practice exile. Submission had ceased to li’ 
was in accordance with the precept, of any avail, flight was impossible, and 
and persons were daily executed with the spirit of vengeance had aligWed 
senseless pretexts, which was worse at every fireside. The mourners wont 
than executions with no pretexts at daily about the streets, for there was 
all. Thus Peter De "Wit of Ametcr. hardly a house which had not been 
dam was beheaded, because at one of made desolate. The scaffokls, tlw 
the tumults in that city he had per- gallows, the funeral piles, which li-ad 
anaded a rioter not to fire upon a been suffioiont in ordinaiy times, fiii- 
magistrate. This was taken as suffi- nisbed now an entirely inadequate m t- 
cient proof that he was a man m au- ehinery for the incessant excoulioiii 
thority among the rebels, and he was Columns and stakes in every street, 
accordingly put to death. ' Madame the door-posts of private houses, ilia 
Juriaen, who, in 1566, had struck with fences in the fields, were laden with 
her slippw a little wooden image of human carcasses, strangled, burned, 
the Vir gin, togetbjer with her maid- beheaded. The orchards in the conn 

Braiidt, Bor, Gaohaid, ubi * Bnmdt, t 488. Read, 48 Rist. doa 
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try bore on many a tree the hideous 
fruit of human bodies.^ 

Thus the Ketherlands were crushed, 
and but for the stringency of the 
tyranny whieh had now closed tlicir 

f ites, would have been depopulated. 

he grass began to grow in thu streets 
of ihose cities which had recently 
nourished so many artisans. In aU 
those great manufacturing and indus- 
trial marts, where the tide of human 
life had tabbed so Tigorously, theie 
now reigned the silence and the darkness 
of midnight. It was at this time that 
the learned Vigliiis wrote to his friend 
Hopper, that all venerated the pnidence 
and gentleness of the Duke of Alva - 
Such were among the first-fruits of 
that prudence and that gentleness 
The Duchess of P.arma had been 
kept in a continued state of irritation 
She had not ceased for manv months 
to demand her release from the odious 
position of a cipher m a land where 
she had so lately been sovereign, and 
and she had at la^ obtained it. Philip 
transmitted his acceptance of W re- 
signation by the same courier who 
brought Alva’s commission to be Go- 
vernor-General in her place.’ The 
letters to the Duchess were full of 
conventional compliments for her past 
services, accompanied, however, with 
a less barren and more acceptable ac- 
knou ledgraent, in the sh.apo,of a life- 
income of 14,000 ducats instead of 
the 8000 failhei-to enjoyed by her 
Highness'* 

In addition to this liberal allow- 
ance, of which she was never to he 
deprived, except upon receiving full 
payment of 140,000 ducats, she was 
presented with 25,000 floiina by the 
estates of Brabant, and with 30,000 by 
tho.se of Fhinders.* 

With these substantial tokens of the 
success of her nine years' fatigue and 
intolerable anxiety, she at last took 
her departure from the Netherlands, 
haiung communicated the dissolution 
of her connexion with the provinces 
hy a farewell letter to the estates, 
1 Hoofd^ IT. 153. 

> VigL ad Hopp ]Sp.» xlvi. 451. 
s Correspondwee ae Philippe II , 1. 658, 
662, 680, etc. « Ibid., 658. Strada, 1 805. 
6 See it m Bor, it. 187. 


dated 9th December 1507® Withiu 
a few weeks afterwards, escoitod by 
the Duke of Alva across the frontier 
of Brabant, attended by a consider- 
able deputation of Flemish nobility 
into Germany, and accompanied to 
her jouiney’s end at Panna by the 
Count and Countess of iMansfeld, sho 
finally closed her eventful career in the 
Nethei lands ^ 

The horrors of the succeeding ad- 
ministration proved beneficial to her 
reputation. IJpon the dark ground of 
succeeding years the lines which re- 
corded her history seemed wi itten with 
letters of light Yet her conduct m 
the Xetherlands offers but few points 
for approbation, and many for indig- 
naut censure. That she was not en- 
tirely destitute of feminine softness 
and sentiments of bounty, her parting 
despatch to her brother proved. In 
that letter she recommended to him a 
course of clemency and forgiveness, 
and reminded him that the nearer 
kings approached to God in statiox^ 
the more they should endeavour to 
imitate Him in his attributes of be- 
nignity.B But the language of this 
farewell was more tenuer than had 
been the spirit of her government 
One looks m vain, too, through the 
general atmosphere of l^dness which 
pervades the epistle, for a special re< 
commendation of those distinguished 
and dooipj^d seigniors, whose attacli- 
ment to her person and whose chivol- 
lous and conscientious endoavoui's to 
fulfil hor own orders, had placed them 
upon the edge of that precipice from 
which they were shortly to be hurled. 
The men who had restrained her from 
covering herself with disgrace by a 
precipitate retreat from the post of 
danger, and who had imperilled their 
lives by obedience to her express in- 
structions, hail been long languishing 
m solitary confinement, never to be 
lerniinated except by a traitor's death 
— yet Tve search in vain for a kiud 
word in their behalf. 

Meantime tho'jSecond civil tmr in 

9 Vigl^d Hopp, Ep. xlv. Coirespon- 
daucede Philmpo H., is 715 . ^ 

7 TigL ad Hopp. ziv. xlvL Strada, 

805, 806. 

9 Carreapondance de Phibppe H., 
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f^mtiee liad broken out. The hollow 
trace hy which the Quise party and 
file Huguenots had partly pretended 
to deceive each other was hastened to 
its end, among other causes, by the 
march of Alva to the Netherlands. 
The Huguenots had taken alarm, for 
they recognised the fellowship which 
imited their foes in all countries 
against the Beformation, and Condd 
and Coligny knew too well that the 
Bune influence which had brought 
Alva to Brussels would soon create an 
exterminating army against their fol- 
lowers. Hostilities were resumed 
with more bitterness than ever The 
battle of St Denis — fierce, fatal, but 
indedsive — was fought. The octoge- 
narian hero, Montmorency, fightmg 
like a foot soldier, refusing to yield 
his sword, and replying to the respect- 
ful solicitationa of hie nearest enemy 
by dashing his teeth down his throat 
with the butt-end of his pistol, the 
hero of so many battles, whose defeat 
at St Quentin had been the fatal 
point in his carreer, had died at last 
in his armour, bravely but not glori- 
ously, in conflict w ith his own country- 
men, led by bis oivn heroic neiJicw.* 
The military oontiol of the Catholic 
party was completely in the hrad of 
the Guises ; the Chancellor do I'Hopi- 
tol had abandoned the court alter a 
last and futile effort to reconcile con- 
tending factions, which no human 
power could unite ; the "llugucnots 
bad possessed themseh-es of ^chellc 
and of other strong places, and, under 
the guidance of odiuit statesmen and 
occonmhshed generals, weie pressing 
the Must Christum Monarch hard m 
the very heart of his kingdom * 

As early os the middle of Octo- 
ber, while stUl in Antwerp, Alva had 
received several secret agents of 
the French monarch, then closely 
beleaguered in his capital. Caidi- 
nal liun'aine offered to place serci>il 
strong places of France m tho hands 
•if l£o Spani.ard, and Alva had 
written to Philip that ho was dusposod 

• 5 “ P'ou, 374, efiseq , Iiy xli. t v. 

’ lliid., 378. 

^ Corrospondance do FbiLppo II., 1. CSS, 


to accept the offer, and to render the 
service. The placra thos held would 
be a guarantee for his expenses, he 
said, while in case Kmg Charles and 
his brother should die, ‘ifiieir posses- 
sion would enable Philip to assert hu 
own c)^im to the French crown in 
right of his wife, the Salic law icinj 
merely a pleasantry ”•* 

The Queen Dowager, adopting now 
a very different tone fiom that wlm h 
chanieteiised her conversation at llie | 
Bayonne interview, wrote to AJva, that , 
if, for want of two thousand Spanish ' 
jnuskcteoi s, which she requested him 
to fiii-niah, she should he obligw] 
to succumb, she chose to diseui- 
pate herself in advance befoie U.id 
and Christian princes for the jieiu'e , 
uhich she should he obliged to ' 
make.* The Duke wrote to In r in | 
reply, that it was much better to luu e ^ 
a kingdom ruined m preserving it fur ' 
God and the king by war, than to have 
it kept eutiio without war, to the piu- 
fit of the devil and of his followeii’ 

He was also reported on another ocen | 
tion to have reminded her of tlie 
f3p.anish proverb — that the head of one I 
salmon is woiih those of a huuilioil 
frogs.* The hint, if it were re.ally 
given, was certainly destined to ha 
acted upon. 

The Duke not only furnished Catb.a- 
line with advice, but with the mus- 
keteers wtiich she had solicited. Tuo 
thousand foot and fifteen hundred 
horse, under the Count of Aremberg, 
attended by a choice band of tho 
Catholic nobility of the Netherlaiul-., 
had joined the royal camp at Paui 
before tho end of the year, to lak.r 
their part in the brief hostilities by 
which the second treacherous pe,uM 
was to he preceded.^ 

Meantime, Alva W'as not unn;indfnl 
of the business which had served as a 
pretext in the ariest of the two Counts. 
The fortifications of the principa. 
cities were pushed on with great r,Lpi- 
dity. The memorable citadel of Ant- 
werp, in pai-ticiilar, had already been 

* Ibid , 1. 694. > Ibid , 1. 696 

• D«Thou,t.v , llv xliv, 615. Hug. Qk* 
AiinaL, Lb A 40. Bor, iv. 219. 

7 Ibid, It. 219, 
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oammeuced in October under the Scheldt enclosed a spacious cncientc* 
Buperintendenoe of the celebrated en- where a little church with many HtnitH 
gineers^ Pacheco and Gabriel de Cer* lodging-houses^ shaded by trees ».Tir^ 
belloni.^ ^ a few months it was shrubbery^ nestled among the brist* 
' eompletedj at^^ cost of one imlllon four Img artillery, as if to mimic the appeal • 
■ hundred thousand florins, of which ance of a peaceful and pastoral Tillage. 
' sum the citizens, in spite of their re- Tofourof the flve bastions, theCaptaiu- 
znonstrances, were compelled to con- General, with characteristic ostenta- 
tribute more than one quarter. The i tion, gave his oi\ u names and titles, 
sum of four hundred thousand florins 1 One was called the Duke, the second 
was forced from the burghera by a tax Fcrdinando, a thud Toledo, a fourth 
upon all hereditary property within Alva, while the fifth was baptized with 
the municipality.® Two thoiwind the name of the ill-fated engineer, 
workmMi were employed daily lu the ■' Faclieco The water-gate was deco- 
construction of this mipoitant fortless, rated with the escutcheon of Alva, 
which was erected, as ita position most 1 surrounded by his Golden Fleece 
plainly manifested, not to pi otect, but collar, with its pendant Lamb of 
to control the commercial capit il of God ; a symbol of blasphemous irony, 
the provincca. It stood at the edge of which still remains upon the for- 

the city, only sepai-ated fioni its walls tiess, to leeall the image of the 

by an open esplanade. It was the tyrant and murderer. Fach bastion 
most perfect pentagon in Europe,'^ ' w as honey-combed with casemates and 
having one of its sides resting on the ! subterranean siorc-honscs, and capable 
Scheld, two turned towards the city, I of containing within its bowels a vast 
and two towards the open country. I supply of provisions, mumtions, and 

Five bastions, with walla of hammer^ ' soldiers. Such was the celebrated 

stone, comiected by curtains of turf j citadel built to tame the turbu- 
and mwonry, surrounded by walls ' lent spint of Antw’crp, at the cost of 
measuring a league in circumference, ‘ those whom it was to teinfy and to 
and by an outer moat fed by the ' insult. ^ 
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^rgu^Disposition of the patiiot iorcos — ^Tmiiaticnco of tho Sp.iuihh tiwps to cngag<^ 
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of Heilifper-Iieo^Defeat und death of Areiaberg>— Pcaih of Adolphus KassAU'-^ 
BfliKts of the battle*— Anger and eevero measures of Alva — l^liteen noluea executed at 
firuBsds— Sentence of death pronounced upon ^gmont and Bom— The Bishop of Ypres 
sent to Egmont— Fruitless Intercession by the Piolate and the 'Countess— I^mcait’s last 
night in prison— The *'Orande Floco" at Brussels — ^Details concemii^ the execution of 
I^mont and Horn — Observation upon the ohoracten of the two nol^%— Destitute con- 
dwon of Bgmont’s family. 


Late in October, the Duke of Alva 
made his triumphant entry into the 
new fortress. During his absence, 
which was to continue durmg the re- 
mainder of the year, he had ordered 
the Secretary Courteville and the 
Councillor del Rio to superintend the 
commission, which was then actually 
engaged in collecting materials for the 
prosecutions to be instituted against 
the Prince of Orange and the other 
nohleawhohadabandoned the country.^ 
Accordingly, soon after his i*etum, on 
the 19th of January 1588, the Prince, 
his brother Louis of Nassau, his 
brother-in-law. Count Van den Berg, 
the. Count Hoogstraaten, the Count 
Culemhurg, and the Baron Afontiguy, 
were summoned in the name of Alva 
to appear before the Blood-Counoil, 
within thrice fourteen days from the 
date of the proclamation, under pam 
of perpetual banishment with confis- 
cation of their estates.® It is needless 
to say that these seigniors did not 
obey the summons. They knew full 
well that their obedience would be 
rewarded only by death. 

The charges against the Prince of 
Orange, which were draws tip in ten 
articles, stated chiefly and briefly, that 
he had been, and was, the head and 
front of the rebellion; that as soon as 
his Majesty had left the N'ctherlands, 
he had begun bis moebinations to 
make himself master of the country, 
and to expel his sovereign by force, if 
he ehould attempt to return to the 
provinces; that he had seduced his 
Majesty's subjects by false pretences 
that the Spanish Inquisition was about 
to be introduced; that he had been 
the secret encourager and director of 
Brederode and the confederatednobles; 
and that when sent to Antwerp, in the 
name of the Regent to put down the 
rebellion, he had encouraged heresy 

' Oacliara. Notice, etc., 10, 11. 


and accorded freedom of religion to 
the Reformers.® 

The articles against Hoogstraaten 
and the other gentlemen were of 
similar tenor. It certainly was not .i ' 
slender proof of the calm efifrontery ot I 
the government thus to see Aha’s | 
proclamation charging it as a cnmi' 
upon Orange that he had invcigledtlij 
lieges into revolt by a false assertion 
that the Inquisition was about to be 
established, when letters from the 
Duke to Philip, and from Gnanvelle to 
Philip, dated upon nearly the same 
day, advised the immediate restoration I 
of the Inquisition as soon as an arlc- | 
quate number of executions bad pavel 
the way for the measure.* It was I 
also a sufficient indication of a recldoas 
despotism, that while the Duchess, 
who had made the memorable Accord 
with the Religionists, received a flatte^ 
ing letter of thanks and a faicwell 
pension of fourteen thousand ducats 
yearly, those who, by her orders, had 
acted upon th,at treaty as the basis o! 
their negotiations, were summoned to 
lay down their heads upon the bloc': 

The I^ince replied to this summons 
by a brief and somewhat contemptuous 
plea to the jurisdiction. As a Kniglit 
of the Fleece, aa a member of the 
Germania Empire, as a sovoiemi 
prince in France, as a citizen of tli ■ 
Netheilands, he rejected the autlioiilv 
of Alva and of his self-constituted 
tribunal His iimocence he was will- 
ing to establish before compeleiit 
courts and righteous judges As .i 
Knight of the Fleece, he said lib could 
be tried only by his peers, the brethren 
of the order, and, for that purpose, he 
could be Bummoned only by the King 
as Head of the Chapter, with the sanc- 
tion of at least six of his fellow-knights. 
In conclusion, he offered to appear be- 
fore his Imperial Majesty, the Electors, 

* Bee the document condensed in Bor, uU 
supra. 
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md other members of the Empire, or 
before the Knights of the Oolden 
Eleece. In the latter case, he claimed 
Jie right, under the statutes of that 
Drder, to be <placed while the trial was 
oending, not in a solitary prison, as 
lad been the fate of Egmont and 
Eom, but under the friendly charge 
md protection of the brethren them* 
wives. The letter was addressed to 
lie procurator-general, and a duplicate 
vas forwarded to the Duke.^ 

From the general tenor of the docu- 
neni^ it is obvious both that the 
'^riuce was not yet ready to throw 
lown the gauntlet to his sovereign, 
lor to proclaim his adhe'^ion to the 
lew religion. On departing from the 
'Netherlands in the spring, he had said 
ipenly that he was still m possession 
>f sixty thousand florins yearly, and 
hat ho should commence no hostilities 
gainst Philip, so long as he did not 
Usturb him in his honour or his 
‘States.^ 

Hia character had, however, already 
leen attacked, his property ttoatened 
rith conflscation. His closest ties of 
amily were now to be severed by the 
land of the tyrant. His eldest child, 
he Count de Buren, tom from his 
irotection, was to be caiTied into in- 
leflnite captivity in a foreign laiicL 
t was a remarkable oversight, for a 
lerson of his sagacity, that^ upon his 
m n departure from the provinces, he 
hould leave his son, then a boy of 
hirteen yeais, to pursue his studies 
.t the college of Louvain. Thus ex- 
losed to the power of the government, 
le was soon seized as a hostage for the 
;ood behaviour of the father. Grau- 
'elle appears to have been the flrst to 
ecommend the step in a secret letter 

0 Philip,® but Alva scarcely needed 
>rom^ting. Accoidingly, upon the 
3th of February 1568, the Duke sent 
he Seignior de Chassy to Louvain, 
ttended by four oflScers and by twelve 
rchers. He was furnished with a 
stter to the Count de Buren, in which 
hat young nobleman was requested 
0 pl^e impheit confidence in the 

1 See the letter In Bor, iv 222, 223, 224. I 

s Beidanl, 1 5. | 
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bearer of the despatch, and was iii« 
I formed that the desire which his 
Majesty had to see him educated for 
his service, was the cause of the com- 
munication which the Seignior de 
Chassy was about to make.^ 

That gentleman was, moreover, mi- 
nutely mstructed as to his method of 
proceeding in this memorable case of 
kidnapping. He was to present the 
letter to the young Count in presence 
of hiB tutor. He was to invite him to 
Sx^ain in the name of his Majesty. He 
was to a.«snre him that his Majesty’s 
commands were solely with a view to 
his own good, and that he was not 
commissioned to arrest, but only to 
escort him. Ha was to allow the 
Count to be accompamed only by two 
valets, two pages, a cook, and a keeper 
of accounts. He was, however, to in- 
duce his tutor to accompany him, at 
least, to the Spanish frontier. Ha was 
to arrange that the second day after his 
arrival at Louvain, the Count ^ould 
set out for Antwerp, where he was to 
lodge with Count Lodron, after which 
they were to proceed to Flushing, 
whence they were to embark for Spain. 
At that city he was to deliver the 
young Fiince to the person whom he 
wouhl find there, commissioned for 
that purpose by the Duke. As soon 
as he bad made the first proposition at 
Louvam to the Count, he was, with 
the a«sist^ce of his retinue, to keep 
the most stiict watch over Imn day 
and night, but without allowing the 
supervision to be perceived.® 

The plan was carried out admirably. 
It v^s fortunate, however, for the kid- 
nappers, tliat the young P^ce proved 
favouiably disposed to the plan. He 
accepted the invitation of his captors 
with alacrity. Ho even wrote to thank 
the governor for his friendly offices in 
hiB belialf.® He received with boyish 
giatification the festivities with which 
Lodron enlivened his brief sojourn at 
Antwerp, and he set forth without re- 
luctance for that gloomy and terrible 
land of Spain, whence so rarely a Fle- 
mishtoavellerhadretumed.^ Achonge- 


4 Ibid , il. 730. 
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UnSf «s it wan, from Ills craxile, he | 
seemed completely transformed by bis 
Spanish tuition, lor he rras educated 
not sacrificed by Philip. When 
he returned to the Ketherhmds, after 
a tirenty years' residence in Spain, it 
was difficult to detect in his gloomy 
brow, satumine character, and Jesuiti- 
cal habits, a trace of the generous spirit 
which chmacterised that race of heroes, 
the house of Oronge-Kassau. 

Philip had expressed some anxiety 
as to the consequences of this capture 
upon the govemmenta of Germany.’ 
Alva, however, reassured his sovereign 
upon that point, by reason of the ex- 
treme docility of the captive, and the 
quiet manner in which the aircst had 
been conducted. At that particular 
juncture, moreover, it would have been 
difficult for the government of the Ne- 
therlands to excite surprise anywhere, 
except by an act of clemency. The 
president and the deputation of pro- 
fessoTS from the univeisity of Louvain 
waited upon Vargas, by whom, as act- 
ing president of the Blood-Council, the 
arrest had nominally been made, with 
a remonstrance that the me.isure was 
iu gross violation of then statutes and 
privileges. Tliat personage, however, 
with hiB usual contempt both for law 
and Latin, answered brutally, “Non 
curamus vestros privilegios,” and with 
tins memorable answer, abruptly closed 
bis interview with the trembhng pe- 
dants.’ " 

Petitions now poured into the coun- 
cil from all quarters, abject recanta- 
tions from terror-stricken municipali- 
ties, humble intercessions iu behalf of 
doomed and imprisoned victima To 
a deputation of the msgistiacy of Ant- 
werp, who came with a prayer for 
mercy in behalf of some of their most 
distinguished fellow-citizens, then m 
prison, the Duke gave a passionate and 
ferocious reply. Ha expressed his won- 
der that the citizens of Antwerp, that 
hotbed of treason, should dare to ap- 
proach him in behalf of traitors and 
hereiaes. Let them look to it in future, 
compare Btxada, i. 311. fis Board, it 1>2 
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ha continued, or he would hang every 
man m the whole city, to set an exam, 
pie to the rest cf the country; for his 
Majesty would rather the whole land 
should become an uninh^iteiii wilder- 
ness, than that a single dissenter shoiilil 
exist within its tenitoiy.’ 

Events now marched with rcapidity. 
The monarch seemed disposed literally 
to execute the threat of his viceioy. 
Eaily in the year, the most sublnn,- 
seutence of death was piomuIg.iW 
which has ever been pronounced sim a 
the creation of the world. The llouuii 
tyrant wished that his enemies’ heads 
were all upon a single neck, that he 
might strike them off at a blow ; tbe 
Inquisition assisted Philip to jiUce tin' 
heads of all his Nctherland subjerts 
upon a single neck for the same fell 
purpose. Upon the ICtli Pobruai;/ 
1568, a sentence of tlie Holy Ollico 
condemned all the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands to death as heretics, Fi oni 
this universal doom only a few person'; 
especially named, were excepted* A 
proclamation of the King, dated ten 
days later, confirmed this decree of the 
Inquisition, and ordered it to be can led 
into instant execution, without regaid 
to !^e, sex, or condition.® This is pro- 
bably the most concise death-ivaiiant 
that was ever framed. Three millions 
of people, men, women, and children, 
were sent^ced to the scaffold in three 
lines; ani^ as it was well known that 
these were not harmless thunders, hko 
some bulls of the Vatican, but serioin 
and practical measuies, which were to 
he enforced, the horror which they 
produced may he easily imagined. It 
was hardly the purpose of govcmmuiit 
to compel the absolute completion of 
the wholesale plan in all its length and 
breadth, yet in the horrible times upon 
which they bad fallen, thaNetherlenders 
might be excused for beheving that no 
measure was too monstrous to be ful- 
filled. At any rate, it was certain th.it 
when all were condemned, any miglit 
at a moment's warning he carried to 
the scaffold, and this was precisely the 

• Uoofd, IT. 167. Bor, Iv. 216, 210, 217. 
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course adopted by the authorities. T7n> 
der umyersal decree the industzy 
of the Blood-Council might now seem 
superfluous. Why riiould not these 
mock prosecutions be dispensed with 
against mdiyiduols, now that a common 
sentence had swallowed the whole po- 
pulation in one yast grave ? Y etlt may 
be supposed that if the ezei’tions of the 
commissioners and councillors served 
no other purpose, they at least fur- 
nished the government with valuable 
evideuce as to the relative wealth and 
other ciicumstanccs of the individual 
victims. The leading thought of the 
government being, that persecution, 
judiciously managed, might fructify 
into a golden harvest,^ it aa still de- 
sirable to pelee^ere in the cau.-e in , 
which already such bloody progic&s had 
been made. 

And under this neiv decree, the exe- 
cutions certainly did not slacken. Men 
in the highest and the humblest posi- 
tions were daily and houily dragged to 
the stake. Alva, in a single letter to 
Philip, coolly estimated the number of 
executions which were to take place im- 
mediately after the expiration of holy 
week, **at tight hundnd heads.** ^ 
Many a citizen, convicted of a hun- 
di ed thousand florins and of no other 
enme, saw himself suddenly tied to a 
home's tail, with his han^ factened 
behind him , and so dragged to the 
gallo\N s. ^ But although w ealUi was an 
unpaidouablc sin poverty pi o vsd tai cly 
a protection. Ileasons suMcient could 
always be found for dooming the 8tar\ e- 
Img labouier as uell as the opulent 
burgher. To avoid the disturbances 
created in the streets by tlie fiequent 
harangues or exhortations addressed to 
the bystanders by the victims on their 
way to the Bcaffold, a new gag was in- 
vented.^ The tongue of each priooner 
was screwed into an iron ring, and then 
seared with a hot iron The swelling 
and inflammation which were the im- 
mediate result, prevented the tongue 
from riipping through the ring, and of 

1 ** Hem fdeu Koniug) opvulleade met do 
hoope von een ander IiiHie m ’taenslaen der 
verbourdo goederen opgedaen. te hebbec; 
hoowel 't nergens SOO bioedt uitviel— Brandt, 

I 475 Jlataruhe Arcadia, 577. BiiteiWi, 
6C, et mult. al 


course effectually precluded all possi- 
bility of speech.^ 

Although the minds of men were 
not yet prepared for concentrated re- 
volt against the tyranny under which 
they were languishing, it was not pos- 
sible to suppress all sentiments of hu- 
manity, and to tread out every spark 
of natural mdignation. Unfortunately, 
in the bewildeiment and misery of tbia 
people, the fli-st development of a foi> 
ciblc and oiganised re/i^istance was of n 
depraved and malignant character. Ex- 
tensive bands of marauders and high- 
way robbeia sprang into existence, who 
called themselves the "Wild Beggars,® 
and who, wearing the maak and the 
symbols of a revolutioiiaiy faction, 
committed great excesses in many 
parts of the countrj*, robbing, plunder- 
ing, and mmdenng. Their pimcijial 
wjAth was Gxercibcd agamst religious 
buuees and persons Many monasteries 
were robbed, many cleiical pei'soiis 
maimed and maltieatcd. It became a 
habit to deprive piicsts of their noses 
or eaiB, and to tie them to the tailR of 
horses.** This was the wrork of ruffian 
gangs, whose veiy existence was en- 
gendci*ed out of tlie social and moiul 
putrescence to which the country was 
reduced and w’ho w'ei*c willing to profit 
by the deep and univerNil hatied 
which was felt ag^nnst Catholics and 
monks. An eihct thundered foith by 
Aha,^ authoribing and commanding all 
persons to -elay the wild beggars at 
sight, w'lthout trivd or hangman, was of 
compai atively slight avail. An aimed 
force of veterans actively scouring the 
country' was more successful, and the 
freebooters were, for a time, sup- 
pressed.* 

Meantime the Counta Egmont and 
Horn had been kept in rigorous con- 
finement at Ghent. Not a w'arrout 
had been read or diawu up fur their 
ariest. Not a single prehminaiy m- 
vcstigation, not the shadow of an in* 
furmaiion, had preceded the long im- 
prisonment of two men so elevateS. in 
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ranV, 80 distingidsbed in the public 
ternnay- After ilie expiration of two 
jnn piha, however, the Duke conde- 
eceoded to commence a mock process 
against them. The councillors ap- 
pointed to this work were Vargas and 
Bio, aasisted by Secretary fraets, 
t^bieae persons visited the Adiniral on 
the 10th, nth. 12th, and 17lh of 
November, and Count Bgmont on the 
I 2 Q 1 , 13th, 14th, and IGth of the same 
month; requiring them to respond to 
a long, confused, and mmblmg collec- 
tion of interrogatories.’ They were 
obliged to render these replies in prison, 
unassisted byany advoeatos, on penalty 
of being condemned in conlumadam.^ 
The questions, awkwardly drawn up as 
they seemed, were yet tortuously and 
cunningly arranged with a view of en- 
trapping the prisonera into self-contra- 
diction. After this work had been com- 
pleted, all the papers by which they in- 
tended to justify their answers were 
takenawayfromthem.’ Previously, too, 
their houses aud those of their socreta- 
nes, Bakkerzcel and Alunso de }.a Liio, 
had been thoroughly ransacked, and 
every letter and document which could 
be found placed 111 the hands of govern- 
ment. Bakkeizoel, moreover, as al- 
ready stated, had been repeatedly 
placed upon the rack, for the purpose 
of extorting confessions which might 
implicate his master. These prelii^- 
naiies and precautionaiy steps having 
been taken, the Counts had again been 
left to their solitude for two months 
longer. On the 10th January, each 
was furnished with a copy of the de- 
clarations or accusations hied against 
him by the proouiator-general. To 
these documents, drawn upi cspectively 
in sixty-three, and in ninety article^^ 
they were required, wltiun five days' 
time, without the assistance of an ad- 
vocate, and without consultation with 


any huipaii being, to deliver a tmiten 
auBwerl on pain, as before, of being 
proceeded against and conJomned by 
default.’ 

This order was obeyed within near'v 
the prescribed period, arid here, it may 
be said, tiicir own participatiou iu tli< .r 
trial c&sed; while the rest of the yno- 
ceedings were buried in the (jmii 
bosom of the Blood-Couucil. Aitei 
their answers had been delivered, aud 
not till then, the prisoneis were, by an 
additional mockery, permitted to em- 
ploy advocates.' These advocate , 
however, were allowed only occasion il 
interviews with thoir cheuts, and al- 
ways in the presence of cei-tam per- 
sons, especially deputed for tbit pur- 
pose by the Duke.® They iveie alvj 
allowed commissioners to collect evi- 
dence and take depositions; biitlicrure 
the witnesdes were ready, a inu pov ly 
premature day, 8th of May, was ii.vi d 
upon for declaring the case closed, . rd 
nut a single tittle of their evidouee, 
peisomd 01 documentu-y, was ad 
nutted.’ Their advocates petitioned 
for an exhibition of the evideuco pie- 
pared by government, and were re 
fused.” Thus, they were forbidden t» 
use the testimony in their favoiii, 
wliUo that which was to be employi’j 
against them was kept secret Finally, 
the pioceedings were formally con- 
cluded on the let of June, and Uia 
papers laid before theDuke.^’ The 
mass of znatter relating to these tiie 
monster processes was declared, thns 
days afterwards, to have been exaimned 
— a physical impossibility in itseli“ — 
and judgment was pronounced upon 
the 4th of Juno. This issue was preci- 
pitated by the campaign of Louis 
Nassau in Fiieslaud, forming a seiics 
of iznpoitaut events which it will be 
Boon our duty to describe. lt^,is pic- 
vioualy necessaiy, however, to add a 
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words in elucidation of the two 
mock trials wltioli liaro been thus 
bnefly fetched. 

The proceedings had been carried 
o&j from first to last^ under protest 
the pnsouefSj under a threat of con- 
tumacy on the part of the goYemment.^ 
^ Apart fiom tne totally nrespifoBible 
and illegal character of the tnhuual 
before which they were summoned ~ 
the BZood-Couucil being a private in> 
^ stltution of Alva’s, without pretext or 
I commission — the^e nobles ackno^Y- 
' Jedged the junsdiction of but three 
comta. 

As Enights of the Golden Fleece, 
both claimed tlie privilege of that 
order to he ti icd by ita etatates. As a 
citizen and noble of Brabant, Egraont 
claimedtheprotecticnof the '' Joyeiise 
Entrdc,” a cuii''tibution'\\hichhad been 
sworn to by Philip and his auccators, 
and by Philip more amply than by all 
his ancestors. As a member and Count 
of the Holy Itoman Empire, the Ad- 
miral claimed to be tried by his peers, 
the electors and princes of the realm.^ 
The Countess Egniont, since her hus- 
band's arrest, and the condscatiou of 
esiU'iies' /uxi^rerr^, Aid! i!feea 

reduced to a life of poveiiiy as well ns 
agony. With her eleven children, all 
uf tender age, she had taken refuge in 
a convent. Frantic n ith despair, more 
utterly desolate, and more deeply 
wronged than high-boru lady had ever 
been before, she left no stone unturned 
to save husband from his fate, or at 
least to obtain for him an impartial 
and competent tribunal, She addi eased 
the Duke of Alva, the King, the Em- 
peror, her brother the Elector Palatine, 
and many Icadmg Knights of the 
Fleece.*^ The Countess Dowager of 
Horn, both whose sous now lay m the 
/aws of death, occuxned heiself also 
with the most moving appeals to the 
iome high personages.* No pains were 
spared to make the triple plea to the 
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jurisdiction valid. The leading Knirrbta 
of the FZeoce, HansfeZd, whos^ lo^'olcy 
was imquestioned, and Hoog^traaten. 
although himself an outlaw^ called 
upon the King of Spain to protect the 
stetutes of the lUubtiious order of 
which he was the chicf.^ Th% estates 
of Brabant, upon the petition of Sabma, 
Counter Egmont, that the^ would 
take to heait the pn^nleges of the pro- 
vince, so that her husband nugbt enjuy 
tlmt protection of which the meanest 
citizen in the land could nut be justly 
deprived, addressed a feeble a^d trem- 
bhng protest to Alva, and enclosed to 
him the lady’s petition.® The Em- 
peror, on behalf of Count Horn, wiote 
pei’jonally to PiuUi», to claim for him 
a trial beiore the membeis of the 
realm.^ 

It was all in vain. The co^iduct of 
Philip ami hia Viceioy coiii^iiiied m 
spirit Uith the honest bi utility of 
Vaigas. Ni/n curamm privf 

IcffioSf* summed up the n hul^ of the 
piocceclmgs. Kon cummiis i c^troi 
vikfjtOif had been the unanswerable re- 
ply to every condtitutional ai>gument 
which had been made against tyranny 
since PAi’Ap mouniiGu' dm ftithor's 
throne. It was now the Uuly re- 
sponse deemed necessary to the crowd 
of petitions m favour of the Counts, 
whether they pt oceeded from sources 
humble oi august. PeisonaUy^ the 
Kmg remained bilcnt ao the grtive. Tn 
writing to Uie Duke of Aha, bo ob- 
served, tli.ti. the Empeior, th^ Dukes 
of Bavaii.i and Lorraine, the X^uchess 
and the Duchess-Dowager, hiui written 
to him many times, and in the most 
piessing nicumer, in favour of the 
Counts Horn and Egmont ” added, 
that he hod made no leply to them, 
nor to other Knights ot the Fleece 
who had implored him to respect the 
statutes of the order, and ho begged 
Alva ” to hasten the process as fast as 
possible.” To an earnest autograph 

do rinnocenco, etc , 609. It is dated 20ih 
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and implorea his release Cipm a con^nement 
**the reasons for which lire entirely coBr 
ceal' 
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letter, in wHisii the Emperor, on the 
Sd of hhtrcli 1568, made a last effort 
to save the illuatriouE prisoners, he re- 
plied, that “ the whole world would 
at last approre his conduct, but that, 
at any rate, he would not act differ- 
ently, even if he should risk the loss 
of the provinces, and if Ae aky ahould 
fall on hts head.” ^ 

But htUe heed was paid to the re- 
monstrances in behalf of the imperial 
courts, or the privileges of Brabant. 
These were b ut j jobweb impediments 
which, indjed[!fll.d long been brushed 
away President Yighus was even pa- 
thetic on the subject of Madame Kg- 
mont's petition to the Council of Bra- 
bant. It was so bitter, he said, th.it 
the Duke was slightly annoyed, and 
took it lU that the royal servants in 
that council should have bis Majesty's 
interests so httle at heart’ It seemed 
indecent in the eyes of the excellent 
Frisian, that a wffe pleading for her 
husband, a mother for her eleven 
children, so soon to be fatherless, 
should indulge in strong language * 

The statutes of the Fleece wci e oli- 
btades somewhat more serious. As, 
howevei, Alva had come to the ITelhcr- 
lands ’ pledged to accomplish the do- 
slruction of these two nobles, as soon 
as he should lay his hands upon them, 
it was only a question of form, and 
even that question was, after a little 
lefiection, unceremoniously put aside. 

To the petitions in beh^f of the two 
Counts, therefore, that they should be 
placed m the friendly keeping of the 
order, and he tried by its statutes, the 
Duke replied, peiemptorily, that he 
had undertaken the cognisance of this 
affair hy commission of his Majesty, 
as sovereign of the land, not as head 
of the Golden Fleece, that he should 
cany it through os it had been com- 
menced, and that the Counts should 
discontinue presentations of petitions 
upon this pomt.‘ 

In the embaiTassment created by the 
stringent language of these statutes. 


Doctor Viglius found an opporttuiit^ 
to make bimHoH very useful, Alva 
had been taming over the laws and 
regulations of the order, hut could dud 
no loophole. The President, however, 
came to his rescue, and announced it 
as hia ^egal opinion that the Governor 
need concern himself no further on 
the subject, and that the code of the 
Fleece offei^ no legal impediment to 
the process.® Alva immediately mote 
to communicate this opmion to Philip, 
adding, witii great satisfaction, that lie 
should immediately make it knuv.u to 
the brethren of the order, a step uliich 
was the more necessary because Kg. 
mout's advocate had been making 
great trouble with these privileges, 
and had been protesting at every step 
of the proceedings ® In what manner 
the learned Piesident argued these 
troublesome statutes out ^ the way, 
has nowhere appeared, but he com- 
pletely reinstated himself in favoui, 
and the E.iug uTOto to think him fur 
hia legal exertions. 

It was now boldly declared that the 
statutes of the Fleeoe did not extend 
to such crimes os these with which 
the prisoners were charged. Ali.i, 
moreover, received an especial patent, 
ante-<l:ited eight or nine months, by 
which Phihp empowered him to pro- 
ceed against all jwrsons implicated in 
the troubles, and particulaily agamst 
Knight^of the Golden Fleece.^ 

It is superfluous to observe that 
these were merely the arbitraiy acts 
of a despot. It is haiilly necessary to 
criticise such proceedmgs. The c.xe- 
cution of the nobles had been settled 
before Alva had left Spain. As they 
were inhabitants of a constitutional 
country, it was necessary to stride over 
the constitution. As they were lOiighls 
of the Fleece, it was necessary to sot 
aside the statutes of the order. The 
Netherknd constitutions seemed so 
entirely annihilated alr^y, that they 
could hardly be considered obstacles ; 
but the order of the Fleece was an 




^ Corresuondanee do Philippe H., ii. 762. 
Bse also Iwd , 738, Vast 746, 760. 

% Hopp . Epist. XXIV. 400, 

• ^ Qachard. ^fotice bur lo Cmsoil des 
SSJi” 1 Wogfaiaor, Voderl. HUt. 
276. Hoofd, iv* 


* Bor, 2 v 189. La Deduction, etc., 642. 
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angosb little republic, of which Philip eJ to flro orlmcs — trffnaoii, rohcl- 
waa the hereditary chief, of which han, conspiracy, iiuspri«5u>n of taMson, 
emperoae, kings^ end great aigmors * and breach of The proof of 

were the citizens. Tyranny might Le thtse crimes was evolved, in a Jim and 
embarrafisevl by such bnbt^e and gtVJeu misty manner, out of a purpogeiy con- 
filaments as these evennhileitcraslic-J fiiHod recital. ITo event**, however, 
through municipal charters aa if they were recapitulateJ which have not 
had been reeds and bulrushes. ^Cever- b**cn Jescribei in the coni^e of thw 
fhelesB, the King^s course was taken. h.stoiy, Setcius; out wiih a general 
Althoi:^h the thirteenth, fourteenth, ari^ement that the Adi]iiral,thePrince 
Slid fifteenth chapters of the orJer ex- of Urange, Count Kgniont, and other 
BToasly pTonJt'J i*>T the trial aaj pu- h«iils had organised a plot to exi>cl hts 
olshment of brethren who had K*t.n Majesty from the Nethcrhnds, and to 
guilty of rebellion, heresy, nr treisonA dividctheproimccsamongthomseho^, 
and although the eleventh chipier, the Jedaration afterwards proceetlod 
peipetual and immutable, of additions to ].nrticui*rs. Ten of it«« sixty-throe 
to that eonetitution by the Emperor | artules were occupied with the' Cardi- 
Charles,^ conferred on the order exclu- ' nal Granvclle, who, by an absni d af- 
aive jum*dicliou over all crunca what- 1 feLtation, was never directly nameil, 
ever committed by the knights, yet it I but called **a certain personage — a 
was coolly proclaimed by Aha that principal personage — a grand peraou- 
the crimes for which tlie Admiral and age, of his Majesty's stare council 
Jlgmont had been arrested were be- Xone of the oflPenecs committed ngiimst 
yond the powers of the tribunal him were forgotten * the 11th of Slaicli 

So mu A for the plea to the jurisdic- letter, the foobs-cap, the hvery, were 
taon. It ishardly worthwhile toiook any reproduced m the most violent cwonr^ 
further into proceedingswhichwere ini* and the cabal against the minister was 
tiatedandbrought to a conclusion in the quietly assumed to constitute treason 
manner already narrated. Xovertheless, against the monarch, 
as they were called a process, a single * The Admiral, it was further charged, 

glance at the interior of that mass of had advised and consented to the fa< 
documents can hardly be superfinous, si^^n of the finance and privy councils 
The declaration ag.un&t Count Horn, with that of state, a measure which 
upon which, supi^ortcd by mvisible was clearly treasonable. He had, more- 
witnesses, he was condemned, was in over, held iiiten lews with the Prince 
the nature of a narrative. It Contrasted of Orange, with Egmoiit, and other 
in a rebcaml of circumstances, some nobles, at Dfeda, .\uil at Hoogstraaten, 
true and some ficritious, with five in- at which mectmgs the confederacy 
ferences. These five mfei'cnccs amount* and the petition had been engendered. 


a Tide "Beponse eu Formo de Missive 
fL'ie pw Monseiiniewr^le Comte dc Hoch- 
strste au PracutcuT-GcaCral du Council do 
Gnmo, 2Stli Feb 1568,” with alottcroi s,une 
date from th.«t nobleman to the Puke of 
Alva, curiosmg copies of (he text of all the 
statutes of the Qotdcn Fkccc bearing upon 
these qu|6tiQn^ with the additiou of copious 
dtations from the text of the " Jojeuse Hn- 
tros ” — ^Byv. Von Auth Stubken tot de 
Ilist van. P Bor, 17-32 
* Bee the text of ihi*i chapter of odtliiions 
in the pamphlet aborc ciUd. The maimer 
of proceeding o^inst a kiught Is therein 
snmutel; prcscr^d 

His arrest requited a warrant, elgucdby 
at least six knights, ond he was afterwoids 
%o bo kept, not lu prison, but in the ami* 
r able company of the said Order ” T* ratmable 
^ compagnio du dit ordre”), wliilo tne process, 
lecordlng to tho proper form, wob taking its 


course. Tbe^o details are curious. The 
cause of the Golden Fleece is not one of uiib 
versal interest, but the stnugeui end im]iQ> 
nous character of the statutes, which were 
thus boldly and eonteniptuouely violated, 
seemed a bami. r w'luch w ould have resisted 
even tho athacka of the destroyer of t^ 
Bribont couatitutioii Tuilip liaa no more 
difficulty ui vlolatiiig his oath as hood of tlio 
Fleece tliau ho had as Duke of BrabanL 
The charter of tlie ‘Moyoiiso Entree” and 
Its nnnllulation deserve a mimomblo pl.aeo 
m tlio history of constitnCion.i) liberty. The 
Article x/ii alone, was a hulhciout shield to 
piutGct not only a grand ccigtuor hke Eg* 
mout, but tho humblest citizen of tho pro- 
vinco.^D^uction deTinnocouco, eto„ Ml*- 
5C0 . 

* La D6ductiou, etc , 7AsW 

• lutorrogatories of Count Horn, in Bor. ^ 
It, 160 and seq. 
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petition had been the cause of all 
the evils which had swept the land. 
" It had scandalously injured the King, 
by affirming that the inquisition was a 
tyranny to humanity uhirh was an in- 
fasnms and unworthy proposition."^ 
The confederacy, with his knowledge 
and oounten.ance, bad enrolled 30,000 
men. He hod done nothing, any more 
than Orange or Egmont, to prevent 
the presentation of the petition. In 
the consultation at the state-council 
which ensued, both he and the Pimcc 
were for leaving Brussels at once, while 
Count Egmont expressed an intention 
of going to Aix to drink the waters. 
Yet Count Egmont’s appearance (pro- 
ceeded this indictment against another 
individual) exhibited nota single sign of 
sickness. ^ The Admiral had, moreover, 
drunk the toast of “ Vivent Ics gueax ” 
on various occasions, at the Culemburg 
House banquet, at the jirivate table of 
the Prince of Orange, at a supper at 
the monastery of Saint Bernal's, at 
a dinner given by Burgomaster Straa- 
len. He had sanctioned the treaties 
with the rebels at Duffel, ly which he 
had clearly rendered himself guilty of 
high treason. He hod held an inter- 
view with Orange, Egmont, and Hoog- 
straaten, at Denremonde, for tho trea- 
sonable purpose of arranging a levy 
of troops to prevent his Majesty’s en- 
trance mto the Hetherlands. He bad 
refused to come to Brussels at the re- 
quest of the Duchess of Parma, when 
the rebels were about to present the 
petition. He had written to his se- 
cretary that he was thenceforth re- 
solved to serve neither King nor Kaiser. 
He hod received from one Taffin, with 
marks of approbation, a paper, stating 
that the ossembhng of tho states-gene- 
tal was the only remedy for the troubles 
in the land. He had repeatedly affirm- 
ed that the Inquisition and edicts ought 
to be repealed. 

On his arrival at Tonmay, in August, 
1566, the people had cried “ Vivent les 
yaeux;” a proof that he liked tho cry. 


I (^oigcs against Count Horn, art XT. 
Bor, IT IDl — ^The same words occur .rlso in 
charges against Count Egmont. Procca 
c^gmont, art, rji “ScaTorr do proposer 
py jure ment quo I’mquisltion contiant on 
•M tgnaniue impaoaant touto barbaric, qul 
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All his transactions at Toumay, from 
fiist to lost, had been criminal He 
bad tolerated reformed preaching, he 
had forbidden Catholics andProtestauta 
to molest each other, hg had omitted 
to execute heretics, he had allowed the 
religiqpists to erect an edifice for jmb- 
hc worship outside the walls. He had 
said, at the house of Prince Espinoy, 
that if tho King should come into tho 
provinces rvith force, he would opposn 
him with 16,000 tioops He had soul, 
if his brother Moutiguy should be 
tained in Spain, he would march to hia 
rescue at the head of 50,000 men whom 
he had at his command. He had on 
vai loiis occasions declared that “ men 
should live according to their con- 
sciences ” — as if divine and hiim.aii lau i 
were dead, and men, like wild beast 
were to follow all tbeir lusts and de- 
sires. Lastly, be had encouraged the 
rebellion in Valendennes.'* 

Of all these oiimes and misdeeds the 
procurator declared himself suffloiontly 
informed, and the aforesaid defendant 
entirely, commonly, and publicly de 
famed.* 

Wherefore, that officer terminated 
his declaration by claiming " that the 
cause should be concluded summarily, 
and without figure or form of prooos , 
and that therefore, by his Excelloncy, 
or his snb-delegated judges, the afoie 
said defendant should ^ declared to 
have inifiiverse ways committed high 
treason, should he degraded from his 
dignities, and should be condemned to 
death, with confiscation of all his 
estates ” ° 

The Admiral thus peremptorily sum- 
moned, withm five days, without as>ist- 
ance, without documents, and fi cm tho 
walls of a prison, to answer to those 
charges, solus ex vinealis eansam dieare, 
undertook his task with the boldness 
of innocence.* He protested, of course, 
to the jurisdiction, and complaibed of 
the want of an advocate, not in order 
to excuse any wealmess in his defence, 
but only any inelegance in his siate- 


Bont parolleB Infames et indigncs d'Ctio 
penses.”— Supp. de Strada, i 31. 

> Charges og^sb Count Horn, ark xx. 

■ Pud., V. Boi, IV, 100-183. 

* Ibid. Bor, Iv. 105. s Ibid. 

* lldd. La Hfductlon, etc., 57, 0ft 
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meul Hc 3 chen proceeded ilatlj to 
deny some of the facts, to admit others, 
end to r^el the whole treasonable in- 
ference.^ Hia answer in all essential 
respects was triumphant. Supported 
by the evidence which, alas ! was not 
collected and published till a^r his 
death, it was impregnable. 

He demed that he had ever plotted 
dgamst his Kmg, to whom he had ever 
been attached, but admitted that he 
had desired the removal of Granvelle, 
to whom he had always been hostile. 
He had, however, been an open and 
avowed enemy to the Cardinal and had 
been engaged m no secret conspiracy 
agamst his character, or againat his 
hie “ He denied that the livery (for 
wLiih. bowever, he was not responsible) 
had been intended to ridicule tbe Car- 
dinal, but asserted that it was uitended 
to afford an example of economy to an 
extravagant nobility.’ He had met 
Orange and Hgmont at Breda and 
Hoogstraaten, and had been glad to do 
30, for he had been long separated from 
them. These interviews, however, had 
been social, not political, for good cheer 
and merrymaking,* not for conspiracy 
and treason. Ho had never had any 
connexion with the confederacy; he 
had neither advised nor protected the 
petition, but, on the contrary, after 
hearing of the contempbt i d movement, 
had wi itten to give notice thereof to 
the Duchess. He was in nd manner 
allied with Brederode, but, on the con- 
trary, for various reasons, was not upon 
fricnclly terms with him.* He had not 
entei ed his house since his retiuoi from 
Spam." Ha had not been a party to 
the dinner at Culemburg House Upon 
that day he had dined with the Fiance 
of Orange, with whom he was lodging, 
and, after dmner, they had both gone 
tog^har to visit lllansf eld, who was con- 
fined with an inflamed eye. There they 
had met Egmont, and the three hod pro- 
ceeded together to Culemburg House 
in order to bring away Hoogstraaten, 
whom the confederates bad compelled 

Answer of Counfc Horn to tbe chargee of 
the procuieiu‘>g6n§i'a], in Bor, i7. 105^09. 

» Ibid , 196, 197 

» Ibid., art. T. Bor, 197. 

* Ana^m of Count Horn, art adit., zf7., 

108, 


to dine -with them; and also to warn 
the nobles not to commit themselves 
by extravagant and suspicious excesses. 
They had remained in the house but a 
few minutes, during which tame the 
company had insisted upon their drink- 
ing a single cup to the toast of “ Fircnt 
/e tvp et /cs ffuaa . " They had then re- 
tired, taking with them Hoogstraaten, 
and all tlunking that they had rendered 
a seiv.ee to the government by their 
Visit, instead of having made them- 
selves liable to a ebarge of treason ^ 
As to the cries of “ Tnent Its guevj " 
at the tallies of Oiange, of the Abbot 
of Samt Beniard, and at other places, 
those words had been uttered by sim- 
ple, harmless fellows; and as he con- 
sidered the table a pl.ace of fi eedom, 
he bid not felt himself justified in le- 
buking the xnaiiners of bis associates, 
pai-tiiuiiaily in houses where he was 
himself bus a guest “ As for commit- 
ting treason at tbo Duffel meeting, he 
had not been there at all." He thanked 
God that, at that epoch, he had been 
absent from Brussels, for had he, as 
well as Orange and Egmont, been oom-T 
missioned by the Duchess to arrange 
those difficult mattery he should have 
considered it his duty to do as they 
did.*" He had never thought of levy- 
ing troops against his Majesty. The I 
Denremonde meeting had been held to \ 
consult upon four subj'ccts : the affairs 
of Tourn.ay ; the intercepted letters of 
the French' Ambassador, Alava; the 
lettei’ of Montigny, in which he warned 
his brother of the evil imprvmion which 
tho Ectheiland matters were making 
in Spain; and the aSoirs of Antwerp, 
from which city the Prince of Orange 
found it necessary at that moment to 
withdraw.** IVith regard to his absence 
from Ui ussels, ha stated that he had 
kept away from the Court because ha 
was ruined. He was deeply in dob^ 
and so complete was his embarrass- 
ment, that be had been iinnhle in Ant- 
weip to raise 1000 crowns upon hia 
property, even at an interest of one 

* IbM , art. 3CU, 39^ 200« 
f Ibid., arb sum. 

’ Ibid , art XXIV 'IXT.. 20(^ 

» IWd , ftit XXVI. » 

10 Ibid., art xex , 
u Ibid., art. zxxUl 
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hvindred per eent.^ So {or from being 
aUe to levy troops, be was hanlly able 
to TOy for bis iuly bread With re- 
gard to bis transactions at Toumay, be 
bad, tbrougbout them all, conformed 
himself to toe iusti actions of Madame 
de Parma. As to the ciy of “ Vivent 
la gueux," be should not nave cared at 
fhat moment if toe populace bad cried 
Tive Comte Horn, for bis thoughts 
were then occupied with more substan- 
tial matters. He b.ad gone thither 
under a special commission from toe 
Ducbesis, and bad acted under instruc- 
tions dady received by her own band. 
He had, by her orders, effected a tem- 
porary compromise between the two 
rebgioua parties on too basis of toe 
Dutfel treaty. He had permitted too 
public preaching to continue, but had 
not introduced it for the first time. 
He had allowed temples to be bmlt 
outside the gates, but it was by express 
"command of Madame, as be could prove 
by her letters She had even reproved 
him before the council, because the 
work bad not been accomplishod with 
mffloient despatch’ Witli legard to 
his alleged threat, that be would oppose 
the King’s entrance with 15,000 men, 
bo answered with astonishing slmpb- 
city, that be did not remember making 
any such observation, but it was im- 
possible for a man to letoin in his mmd 
all toe nonsense which be might occa- 
aionally utter.’ The honest Admiral 
thought that his poverty, sSready plead- 
ed, was BO notorious, that the charge 
was not worthy of a serious answer. 
He also treated toe observation which 
he was charged with having made, rela- 
tive to his marching to Spain with 
60,000 men to rescue Montigny, os 
"frivolous and lidioulous.’' ‘ Ho had 
no power to raise a hundred men. 
Moreover he hod rejoiced at Moiitiguy’s 
detention, for he had thought that to 
he out of the Ketlierlands was to be 
uut of barm’s way.’ On toe whole, he 
claimed that in all those transactions 
of his which might be considered antl- 
Catoollc, he had been governed entirely 

1 Answer of Count ttoin, ait,, zxiuv. 

* Ibid . ext. zxxix. xlvil. 

* " Niofc mogli^Jf te gedcnkc"i van alio 
s^e kleine nraposten."— Answer of Count 
Usni, art. >, iioil. 


by toe instructions of the Regent, am] 
by her Accord with toe nobles. That 
Accord, os she had repeatedly stated to 
him, was to he kept sacred until ins 
M.ijeBty, by advice of thestates-general, 
should otherwise ordain?^ 

Finally, he observed that law was 
not his vocation. He was no pcttu’o.{- 
ger, but ho had endeavoured loyally te 
conform himself to the broad and gene 
ral principles of honour, jui-tioe, and 
truth. In a very few and simple wm cU, 
he begged his judges to have regduUu 
his deeds, and to a life of loy.al seiviee. 
If he had eired occasionally m these 
times of tumult, his intentions luvl ever 
been faithful and honourable." 

The charges agamst Count R'lmont 
were very similar to those aganist 
Count Horn. The answers of both 
defendants were nearly identical. In 
terrogations tons addressed to two dii 
ferent persons, as to circumstance, 
winch had occurred long before, could 
not have been thus separately, secretlj, 
but simultaneously answered in Ian 
guage substantially the same, bad not 
that language been the words of truth 
Egmont was accused generally of plot- 
ting with others to expel the King 
from the provinces, and to divids the 
territory among themselves. Through 
a long series of ninety articles, he w.u 
accused of conspiring against the ch.i 
rocter and life of Carnal Qranvcllc 
He was 4he inventor, it was chaiged, 
of the fool’s-cap hvery. He bad joined 
in the letters to toe King, demanding 
too prelate’s removal. He hod favoured 
the fusion of the three councils. He 
had maintained that the estates-genci al 
ought to be forthwith assembled, that 
otherwise toe debts of lus Majesty .and 
of ths country could never be paid, and 
that the provinces would go to the 
French, to the Germans, or^ to the 
devil.® He had asserted that he would 
not be instiumental m burning forty 
or fifty toousand men, in order that the 
inquisition and toe ecficta might be sus- 
tained® He had declared that the 
edicts were rigo rons. He had advised 
* Ibid., art id. •^id 

« Ibid .passim, bntparUcnIaTlyart.iv ,206. 
V Ibid. Conoluslon, 208, 200 
■ Interrogatoiras de Comte d’Bgmout, 31& 
9 Ibid 






and good iellowdiip.’’ He had always 
been at eveiy mom^t at the cotn- 
losnd of the Huahess, save when he 
nad gone to Flanders and Artois to 
suppress the tuianlts, according to her 
express orders. He had no connexion 
with the meeting of the nobles at 
Saint Trend. He had gone to Duffel 
as special envoy from the Duchess, to 
treat with cert^ plenipotentiaries 
appointed at the Saint H^nd meet- 
ing.* He had strictly conformed to 
the letter of instructions, drawn up by 
the Duchess, which would bo found 
among his papei's,'' but he had never 
promised the nobles his personal aid 
or protection. With regaid to the 
Denremonde meeting, lie gave almost 
exactly the same account os Horn had 
given. The Prince, the Admiial, and 
himself, had conversed between a 
quarter past eleven and dinner time, 
which was twelve o’cloch, on various 
matters, particularly upon the King’s 
dissatisfaction with recent events in 
the Netherlands, and upon a oertam 
letter from the Ambassador Alava in 
Paris to the Duchess of Parma.'* He 
had, however, expressed his opinion to 
Madame that the letter was a forgery. 
Ho had permitted public preaobmg m 
certain cities, outside the walls, where 
it had already been established, be- 
cause this was in accordance with tile 
treaty which Madame had made at 
Duffel, which she had ji^ered him 
honourably to maintam Ho had cer- 
tainly winked at the religious exer- 
dses of the Beformers, because he had 
been expressly commanded to do so, 
and because the government at that 
tune was not provided with tioops to 
suppress the new rehgion by force. 
He related the visit of Horn, Orange, 
and himself to Culemburg House, at 
the memorable banquet, in almost the 
same words which the Admiral had 
used. He had done all in his power 


* lutcrrogatoiros, 319. Proccs d'llgmoat 
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to prevent Madame from leaving Bnis. 
sels, in which effort he had been sue- 
cessful, and from which much good 
had resulted to the country. He hid 
never recommended that a pardon 
ehould be granted to tiiose who had 
taken arms, hut, on tho contraiy, 
had advuad their chastisement, as had 
appeared in his demeanour toivanh 
the rebels at Osterwel, Touruay, and 
Valenciennes, He had never per 
mitted the cry of “ Viient les yuctu' 
at his own table, nor encouraged it ir 
his presence anywhere else * 

Such were .the leading featuies ii 
these memorable cases of wlut ua 
called high treason. Trial tUtie ua 
none. The tribunal was mcompcteiit 
the prisoners were without adi ocates 
the government evidence was conceal 
ed; the testimony fur the defence ua 
excluded; and the cause was iin.ill, 
decided befoie a thousandth pait o 
its mei its could have been placed unde 
the eyes of the judge who gave th 
sentence.® 

But it is ahnost puerile to speak c 
the matter in tho terms usually appl 
cable to state tiials. The case ha 
been setUed in Madrid long beloi 
tho arrest of the pnsoneis in Brussel 
The sentence, signed by Philip i 
blank, had been brought m Alva 
portfolio from Spaiu.^ The procue 
ings we^e a mockeiy, and, so far i 
any effect upon public opmion u. 
concerned, might as well have bee 
omitted If the gentlemen had bee 
shot in the court-yard of Jassy Hou« 
by decree of a drum-head couit-ma 
tial, an hour after their arrest, tl 
righte of the provinces and the sent 
ments of humanity would not li.« 
been outiaged more utterly. Evei 
constitutional and natural right w. 
violated from first to last. 'Puia co 
tamly was not a novelty. Tlioubant 
of obscure individuals, whose ret 
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tumB and frlenda irere not upon tain of responaibiiity sufficient to 
thrones and in high places, but in crush a common natuie, were qualities 
booths and cellars, and whose fate, which, united to his fanatical obe- 
therefore, did not send a shudder of dience, made him a man for Philip's 
igympathy tljpughout Europe, had work such as could not have been 
already been sacrificed by the Blood found again in the world. 
tnbuiuL The counti}’’ was simply The case, then, iras tried before a 
under martial law — the entire po- tribunal which was not only incompp" 
pulation under sentence of death, tent, under the laws of the land, bui> 
The whole civil power was in Alva’s not even a court of justice m any 
hand ; the whole responsibihty in philosophical or legal sense. Consti- 
Alva's breast Neither the most ig- tutional and municipal law were not 
noble nor the most powerful rould more outraged in its creation, than all 
lift their heads in the desohituiu which national and natural maxhns. 
was sweeping the countiy. This was The reader who has followed step by 

now proved beyond porad venture. A step the career of the two distinguished 
miserable cobbler or weaver might bo rictuns through the perilous days of 
burned from his shop *o the scaffold, Margaret’s administration, is suffi- 
invoking ihe jni de non eiocando till cieiitly aware of the amount of treason 
he was gagged, but the Jltnpeior with which they are chargeable. It 
would not stoop fro-n his tluone, nor would be an insult to common sense 
dectoiB paLitine and powoitul nobles for us to set forth, in full, the injus- 
rush to bis rescue, but m behalf of tice of their .'inteuce. Both were 
these prisoners the most august hands guiltless towards the crown ; w hile the 
and voices of Christendom had been hands of one, on the contrary, were 
hfted up at the foot of Phihp’a deeply dyed in the blood of the people, 
throne; and their supplicatious bad This iiutb was so self-evident, that 
proved as idle as the millions of tears even a member of the Blood-Council, 
and death-cues which had been shed Pierre Arsens, president of Artois, 
or uttered in the lowly places of the addressed on elaborate memoir to the 
land. It was obvious, then, that all Duke of Alva, criticising the case 
intercession must thereafter he use- according to the rules of law, and 
leas. Philip was fauatic.ally impressed maiutaiiimg that Egmont, instead of 
with his inisaiun. His vioeioy was de'erviug pumshment, was entitled to 
possessed by his loy.ilty as by a a sigii.il rcu ard.' 

demou In this way aloue,’’that con- So much for the famous treason of 
duct which can never be palluited may Counts E^nont and Horn, so far as 
at least be oomprebonded It was rcg-irds the history of the proceediuga 
Philip’s enthusiasm to embody Uio and Ibo merits of the case. The List 
wrath of God against heretics. It act of the tragedy w.is precipitated by 
was Alva's enthusiasm to embody the occuiiences which must be now nar- 
wiath of Philip. Narrow-minded, isol.st- reted. 

ed, seeing only that section of the world The Prince of Orange had at last 
which was visible through the loop-hole thrown down theguantlet. Prosciibed, 
of the fortress in winch Nature hod ira- outlaived, with his Netherlaud pro- 
prisonfed him for life, placing his glory perty confiscated, and his eldest child 
hi unconditional obedience to lus su- kidnapped, be saw sufficient jicreonal 
perior, questioning nothing, doubting justificiition for .it List stopping into 
nothing, fearing notbuig, the viceroy the lists, the avowed cb.impion of a 
accomplished lus work of lieii with all nation’s wrongs B hether the revo- 
the tranquillity of an angel. An non lutioii tens to he successful, or to bo 
will, which clove through every ob- disostrouslycruslieilin bother its result 
stncle ; adamantine fortitude, which would be to plade him upon a throne 
sastmned without flinching a moon- or a scaffo'.d, he c™hl 
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Eoreme. The Beformation, in which 
he took both a political and a religious 
interest, might prove a suihcient lover 
in his, hands for the overthrow of 
Spanish power in tbo Netherlands. 
The Inquisition might roll hack upon 
his country and himself, crushing 
them for ever The chances seemed 
with the Inquisition. The Spaniards, 
under the ^t chieftain in Europe, 
were encamped and entrenched m the 
provinces. The Huguenots had just 
made their fatal peace in France, to 
the projihetic dissatistaction of Co- 
ligny.* The leading men of liberal 
sentiments in the Netherlands were 
captive or in exile All weie em- 
barrassed by the confiscations, which, 
in anticipation of sentence, had se- 
vered the nerves of war. The coim- 
try was terror-stricken, abject, for- 
swearing its convictions, and im- 
ploring only life. At this moment 
William of Orange re-appeaied upon 
the scene. 

He replied to the act of condemna- 
tion, wWU had haen pioiiouncod 
agamet him in default, by a publiahcd 
jiaper, of modoiate lon^ and gioat 
eloquence. He had repeatedly offered 
to place himself, he said, upon trial 
before a competent couit. As a 
Knight of the Fleece, as a member 
of the Holy Homan Empire, as a sove- 
reign prince, he could acknowledge 
no tribunal save the chapters of the 
knightaorof the realm. ThSEmperor’s 
personal intercession with Fhdip had 
been employed in vain, to obtain the 
adjudication of his case by either^ 
It would be both death and degrada- 
tion on his part to acknowledge the 
juribdiction of the infamous Council 
of Blood. He scorned, he said, to 
plead his cause “before he knew 

' not what base knaves, not fit to be 
the valets of his companions and 
himself.”® 

He appealed therefore to the judg- 
ment of the world. He published not 

'' on elaborate argument, hut a con- 
densed and scathing statement of the 
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outrages which had been practised 
upon' him.* He denied tW he had 
been a party to the Compromise. He 
denied that he hod been conoemed in 
the Bequest, although denounced 
with scorn the tyranny which could 
treat a^petition to government as an 
act of open war against the sovereign. 
He spoke of Granvelle ivith unmcasni ed 
wrath. He maintained that hie own 
contmuance in office had been de^iicd 
by the Cardinal, in order that his per- 
Bonal popularity might protect the odi- 
ons designs of the government. Tbs 
edicts, the Inquisition, the persecution, 
the new biehopriee, had been the causea 
of the tumults. He concluded with a 
burst of indignation against Philip's 
conduct toward himself. The monarch 
liad foigotten his services and those of 
his valiant ancestors, lie had lobbed 
him of honour, ho had robbed him of 
his son — ^both dearer to him than life. 
By thus doing he had degraded himself 
more than he had injured him, for ho 
had broken all his royal oaths and oh 
ligations.* 

The paper was published early in 
the summer of 1568. At about the 
same time, the Count of Hoogstroaten 
published a similar reply to the act of 
condemnation with which he hod been 
visited. He defended himself mainly 
upon the ground, that all the crimes 
of which he stood arraigned had been 
committed in obedience to the literal 
mstructiona of the Duchess of Parma, 
after her Accord with the confede- 
rates.* 

The Piince now made the greatest 
possible exertions to raise funds and 
troops. He had many meetings with 
influential individuals in Germany. 
The Protestant princes, particularly 
the Landgrave of Hesse and the Elec- 
tor of Saxony, promised him <tasist- 
ance. He brought all his powers of 
eloquence and of diplomacy to make 
friends for the cause which he had now 
boldly espoused. The high-born De- 
mosthenes electrified large assemblies 
by his indignant mveotives against the 

* Bor, It 227 ; and the text of the .Ttiatiij- 
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G^pamali Philip.^ H« excelled eren hie | troops ; ’ bat the right hand ot the re- 
antagonist in the industnoua ' Tolt was Count Louis, as his lUnstnnus 
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sabtlei; with which he began to form 
t a thousand combinations. He had 
! Ugh oadrespo^enta and higher hopes 
[ in Rn gland . He was already secretly 
‘ or openly in league with ball thp sore- 
' reigns of Germany. The Huguenots 
of France looked upon him as their 
hiend, and on Louis of Nassau as their 
ineritable chieftain, were Coligny de- 
stined to fall.’ He was in league with 
all the exiled and outlawed nobles of 
the Netherlands ^ By Ins orders re- 
ernits were daily enlisted, without 
Eound of drum. He granted a com- 
mission to his brother Louis, one of 
the most skilful and audacious soldiers 
of the age, than whom the revolt could 
not hare found a more dctcniimcd 
partisan, nor the Prince a more faith- 
ful lieutenant. 

This commission, which was dated 
Ihllenhuig, 6th AprE 1568, was a sotne- 
w-hat startling document. It autho- 
rised the Count to levy troops and 
wage war against Philip, strictly for 
Philip’s good The fiction of loyalty 
certainly never went further. The 
fkince of Orange made known to all 
“to whom those presents should come,” 
that through the affection which he 
bore the gracious Kmg, he purposed to 
expel his fifajesty's forces from the 
Netherlands. “ To shew our love for 
the monarch and his hereciiairy pro- 
vinces,” so ran the commission, "to 
prevent the desolation hanging over 
the country by the ferocity of the 
Spaniards, to maintain the privileges 
sworn to by his llajesty and his prede- 
cessors, to prevent the extirpation of 
all rehgion by the edicts, and to save 
the sous and daughtera of tho laud 
from abject alaveiy, we have requested 
our deeyly-beloved brother Louis Nas- 
sau to enrol as many troops as he shall 
think necessary.” * 

Van den Beig, Hoogstra.iten, and 
others, provided with similar powers, 
we re actively engaged in le vying 

1 Hoofd, T. 161.163. Bentivoglio, iv. 
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brother was its head and he.irt. Two 
hundred thousand crowns was tho sum 
which the Prince considered absolntelv 
necessary for organising the array with 
which he contemplated making an en- 
trance into the Nctheilands Half this 
amount had been produced by the cities 
of Antwerp, Amsterdam, Leyden, Har- 
lem, Hiddelbmg, Flu-hiiig, and other 
townis, as well as by refugee merobants 
in England. The other half was sub- 
scribed by individuals. The Prince 
himself contributed 60,000 floiins, 
Hoogstreaten 30,OUO, Louis of Nassau 
lO.oitO, Culeinbuig S0,o00, Van den 
Beig 80,0o0, the Dowager-Countess 
Horn 10,000, and other persona m less 
proportion.® Count John of Nassau 
also plcilgeJ his estates to raise a huge 
sum for the cause. The Pnnee him- 
seK sold all his jewels, plate, tapestry, 
and other furmture, which were of al- 
most regal mogmticenco.t The splon. 
dour of his station has been sufSciently 
depicted. His fortune, his family, his 
life, his children, all were now ven- 
tured, not with the recklessness of a 
gambler, but with the calm conviction 
of a statesman. 

A private and most audacious at- 
tempt to secure the person of Alva 
and the possession of Brussels liail 
failed * He was soon, however, colled 
upon to employ all his energies agamst 
the open wirffare which was now com- 
menced. 

According to the plan of the Prince, 
the provinces were to be attacked 
simult.'meoubly, in three places, by his 
heutenants, while he himselt was wait- 
ing in the neighbourhood of Cleves, 
ready for a fourth asaiult. An army of 
Huguenots and refugees was to enter 
Artois upon the frontier of France , a 
second, under Hoogstraaten, was to 
operate between the Bbino and the 
Heuse ; while Louis of Nassau was to 
raise the standard of revolt in Fries- 
land.* 
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The two first adveaturea were de- 
stined to be signally unsuccessful A 
force under Seigneur de Cocqueville, 
latest of all, took the field towards the 
end of June. It entered the baili- 
wick of Hesdin 19 Artois, was imme- 
diately driven across the frontier by the 
Count de Roeuls, and cut to pieces at 
St Valery by Mardchal de Coss&, Go- 
vernor of Picardy. This action was 
upon the 18th July, Of the 2500 men 
who composed the expedition, scarce 
SOO escaped. The few Kethei landers 
•who ■were taken priaonera were given 
to the Spanish government, and, of 
ooiuse, hanged.^ 

The force under the Seigneur de 
ViUars was earher u'cder arms, and the 
sooner defeated. This luckless gentle- 
man, who had replaced the Count of 
Hoogdtraaten, crossed the frontier of 
Juliers, in the neighbourhood of Maes- 
tricht, by the fiOth April. His force, 
infant^ and cavalry, amounted to 
nearly three thousand men. The ob- 
ject the entei prise was to raise the 
country, and, if possible, to obtain a 
foothold by secuiing an impoitont 
city. Boermondo was the first point 
of attack, but the attempts, both by 
stratagem and by force, to secure the 
town, were fruitless. The citizens 
were not ripe for revolt, and refused 
the army admittance. While the in- 
vaders were, therefore, endeavouring 
to firs 'the gates, they were driven on 
ly the approach of a Spalriah force. 

The Duke, so soon as the invasion 
was known to him, had acted with 

E eat promptness. Don Sancho de 
odroSio and Don Sancho de Avila, 
with five vanderas’ of Spanish in- 
fantry, three companies of cavahy, and 
about 300 plkemen under Count Eber- 
stein, a force amounting in ail to about 
1600 picked troops, h^ been at once 
despatched against Yillars. ^e rebel 
chieftain, abwdoning his attempt upon 
Boermonde, advanced towards Erke- 
lens. Upon the 25th Apnl, between 
Erkelens and Dalem, the Spaniards 


came up witii him, and gave him 
battle. ViUars lost all his cavalry and 
two vanderas of his infantry 111 tiio 
encounter. With the remainder o£ 
hiB force, amountmg to^300 men, he 
effected his retreat in good order to 
Daleim Here he rapidly entrenched 
himseu. At four in the afternoon, 
Sancho de Lodrofio, at the head of OdO 
mfantiy, reached the spot, lie nee 
unable to restrain the impetuosity ot 
his men, although the cavalry under 
Avila, prevented by the difficulu na- 
ture of the narrow jiath through which 
the rebels had retreated, h-id not j et 
arrived. The enemy ivere two to one, 
and were fortified; noverthclcas, iii 
half an hour the entrenchments wet c 
carried, and almost every man in tht 
patriot army put to the siiuiil Vil 
iars himself, with a handful of suldiei^ 
escaped into the town, but was som 
i afterwards taken prisoner, with all hi 
followeiB, He sullied the cause u 
which he was engaged by a base cor 
fession of the designs formed by th 
Piinoe of Orange — a treacheiy, how 
ever, which did not save him from th 
scaffold In the course of this day 
woik, the Spanish lost twenty mei 
and the rebels nearly 200. This po 
tion of the hberating forces had beo 
thus disastrously defeated on tlie ci 
of the entrance of Count Louis lui 
Frieslaad.’ 

As eariy as the 22d April, Alva ha 
been informed, by the lieutenant-g 
vemor of that province, that the bei 
gars were mustering in great force i 
the neighbourhood of Embdeu. Itw. 
evident that an important enterpii 
was about to be attempted.* Two dai 
afterwards, Louis of Nassau enter c 
the provinces, attended by a sina 
body of troops. His bauneis blaze 
with patriotic inscriptions. Hunc ai 
nunquam, Hemperare ant moH, wei 
the watchwoids of bis desperate m 
venture: “Freedom for fatherland an 
oonscience " was the device which wc 
to draw thousands to his standard.* 0 
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Uie western woHs of Frisia^ he suiv 
prised the castle of Wedde, a residence 
of the absent Aremberg, stadholder of 
Ihe prOYince. Thence he advanced to 
/Lppmgadam, 90 r Dam^ on the tide 
(raters of the DoUorti. Here he wee 
met by his younger brother^ tjie gal^ 
[ant Adolphus, whoae days were so 
nearly numbered, who brought with 
bim a small troop of horse ^ AfNVedde, 
it Ham, and at Slochteren, the stands 
ixd was set up At these three ]Kjmt% 
here daily gathered armed bodies of 
Toops, voluntary adventurers, peasant^ 
radi ssf jTasiiW ir^sop\SiS frAwib 4i\^j 
ould find to their hand* Lieutenants ' 
lovemor Gi oesbeck wrote urgently to | 
he Duke, that the beggars were hourly 
ucrca&mg in force; that the leaders 
lerfeetly understood their game , that 
h^ kept their plans a secret, but 
«rere fast seducing tJie heart of the < 
country.^ 

On the 4th klay, Louis issued a 
summons to the magistracy of Gion> 
ingen, ordering them to send a depu^ 
tation to confer Tvuth him at Dam. He 
was prepared, he said, to shew the 
commission with which he was pro^ 
Tided. He had not entered the coun> 
try on a mere personal adventure, but 
received oitiers to raise a sufficient 
army. By the help of the eternal 
God, he was determined, he aaid, to 
extirpate the detertable tyranny of 
those savage poisecutors whohad shed 
BO much Chiistian blood. He was re- 
solved to lift up the down-trod privi- 
leges, and to protect the fugitive, ter- 
ror-stricken Christians and patriarchs 
of the country.^ If the magistrates 
were disposed to receive him with 
friendship, it was well. Otherwise, he 
should, with regret, feel himself ob- 
liged io proceed against them as ene- 
mies tbf his Majesty and of the com- 
mon weal. 

As the result of this summons, Louis 
received a moderate sum of money, on 
^ nc^- 


ment an attack upon the city. With 
this temporary supply he was able to 
retain a larger number of the adven- 
tiirers, who were daily swarming 
around him.^ 

In the meantime Alva was not idloi 
On the SOth April, he wrote to Oroes- 
beck, that he must take caie not to be 
taken napping ; that he must keep his 
eyes well open until the arrival of suc- 
cour, which was already on the way.® 
He then immediately ordered Count 
Aremberg, uho had just returned from 
France on conclusion of hostilities, to 
}iastea ta the seat ot war iPjrve ran- 
deXiOS of hijs own regiment, a small 
body of cavalry, and Braccamonte's 
Sardinian legion, making in all a force 
of nearly 2500 men, were ordered to 
follow him with the utmost expedi- 
tion. Count Moghem, stadholder of 
GuelJros, u itli five van»leras of in- 
fantry, thice of light hoi'se, and some 
artillery, comiiObing a total of about 
1500 men, vras duccted to co-operate 
with Aremberg ” Upon this point, the 
orders of the Governor-General were 
explicit It seemed impossible that 
the rabble rout under Louis Nassau 
could stand a moment before nearly 
4000 picked and veteran troops, but 
the Duke was earnest in wammg hn 
generals not to undervalue the enemy ^ 

On the 7th Jhiy, Counts Jlcgliem 
and Aremberg met and conferred at 
Aniheim, on their way to Fi Iceland. 
It was fully agieed between tliein, 
after haling heard full repeuta of the 
rising in that plo^^^ce, and of the tem- 
per throughout the eastern Nether- 
lands, that it would be rash to attempt 
any separate enteipri«<c. On the lllh, 
Awmberg reached Vollenhoven, where 
he was laid up in his bed with the 
gout.® Bodies of men, while he lay 
sick, paraded hourly with fife and drum 
before his wmdowe, and discharged 
pistols (Hid arquebuses across the ditch 
of the blockhouse whore ho was quar- 
On th& ISth, Bi^ca'anontaf 
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with his legion, arrired hy water at 
Harlingen. Hot a moment more was 
lost, Aremherg, notwithstanding his 
goat, which stili confined him to a ht- 
ter, started at once in pursuit of the 
enemy Passmg through Qromngen, 
he collected all the troops which could 
be spared. He also received six pieces 
of artillery. Six cannon, which the 
lovers of harmony had baptized wiih 
the notes of the gamut, vi, re, mi, fa, 
tol, la, were placed at his disposal by 
the authorities, and h.ivo acquired his- 
torical celebrity.^ It was, however, 
ordamed, tliat when those musical 
pieces piped, the Spaniards weie not 
to dance. On the 22d, followed by 
bis whole force, consisting of ISracca- 
monte's legion, his own four vandcras, 
and a troop of Germans, he came in 
sight of the enomy at Dam. Louis of 
Nassau sent out a body of arquebnsiers, 
about one thousand strong, from the 
city. A sharp skirmish ensued, but 
the b^gars were driven into thoir en- 
trenchments, with a loss of twenty or 
thirty men, and nightfall triminateil 
the contest. 

It was beautiful to see, wrote Arem- 
berg to Alva, howbiisk and eager were 
the Spaniards, notwithstanding the 
ong march which they had that day 
accomplished Time was soon to shew 
how easily immoderate valour might 
swell into a fault. Meantime, Aiem- 
berg quarteied his troops m and about 
Wittewerum Abbey, close To the Uttle 
unwallcd city of Dam 

On the other hand, Meghem, whose 
co-opeiatiou had been comm.andcd by 
Alva, and arranged personally uilU 
Aremberg a fortnight before, at Am- 
hcim, had been delayed in his move- 
ments. His troops, who had reoeivwl 
no wages for along time, hod mutinied '* 
A small sum of money, however, sent 
^m Brussels, quelled this untimely 
insubordination. Meghem then set 
forth to effect his junction with his 
colleague, having assured the Govemor- 
General that the war would be ended 
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in days. The beggars had not a 
stiver, he said, and must disband, or 
be beaten to pieces as soon os Aiem- 
beig and he had joined forces. Never- 
theless, he admitted that these same 
“ mast^beggaiB,” as he called them, 
might jprove too many for either gene- 
ral alone.' 

Alva, in reply, expressed his cun- 
fidence that four or five thons.mil 
choice troops of Spain would be enough 
to make a shoi't war of it, but neior- 
thelesB warned his officers of the d.ni- 
gers of overweening confidence,' He 
had been informed thfit the rebels h,id 
assumed the led scarf of the Spanish 
uniform. He hoped the stiatagcin 
would not save them from biukcii 
beads, but was unwillmg that his Ma 
jesty’s badge should be altered.^ Ua 
reiterated his commands that no en- 
terprise should be imdei taken, except 
by the whole army in concert; anil 
enjoined the gencrola incontinently tu 
hiuig and sti angle all piisoners the 
moment they should bo taken.® 

M.uohing directly northward. Meg- 
hem reached Coeverdeu, some fifty 
miles from Dam, on the night of the 
22d. He had informed Aremberg that 
he might expect him with his infan tiy 
and his hght horse in the comse of 
the next day. On the followmg morn- 
ing, the 23d, Aremberg wrote his hist 
letter to the Duke, promising to send 
a good adboimt of to beggars within 
a very few hours.® 

Louis of Nassau had broken up hli 
camp at Dam about midnight. Falling 
back, in a soutorly direction, along 
to AVold-weg, or forest road, a nar- 
row causeway through a swampy dis- 
trict, he bad taken up a position some 
three leagues from his previous en- 
Ciimpment. Near the monastery of 
Heiliger-Lee, or the “ Holy Lion,” he 
[ had chosen his ground.” Ahttlemoney 
iu hand, ample promises, and to hopes 
' of booty, had effectually terminated 
I the mutiny, which had also broken 
i out in his camp. Assured tot Meg 
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hern had not yet effected his junction 
with Arembeig, prepared to strilte, at 
last, a telling blow for freedom and 
fittberhind, Louis awaited the airlTal 
of his eager foe. 

His positi(3i was one of command- 
ing strength and fortunate augury. 
Heiliger-Lee was a wooded enfinence, 
artificially reared by Piemonatrant 
monks. It was the o^y rising ground 
in that vast extent of w.atary pastui cs, 
enclosed by the Ems and Lippo^ — 
the “fallacious fields” deaciibod by 
Ibcitus. Here Heim.ann, fiiet of Teu- 
tonic heroes, had dashed out of exist- 
ence three veteran legions of tyrant 
Borne. Here the spectre of Varus, bc- 
gnmed and goiy, h.ad iiscn fiom the 
moiusa to wain Gormanious,* uho 
came to avenge him, tli.it Gothic free- 
dom was a dangerous antagonist. And 
now, In the peipctual reproductions of 
history, another German warrior occu- 
pied a spot of vantage in that same 
perilous region. The tyranny with 
which he contended strove to be as 
aiuversol as that of Borne, and had 
stretched its wings of conquest into 
worlds of which the Ceesars bad never 
dreamed. It was in arms, too, to 
crush not only the rights of man, but 
the rights of God. The battle of free- 
dom was to be fought not only for 
fatherland, but for conscience. The 
cause was even hoher than that which 
had inspiicd the arm of Ileiinann. 

Although the swamps of that dis- 
tant age had been transformed into 
fruitful pastures, yet the avhole dis- 
trict was moist, deceitful, and danger- 
ous. The oountiy w.as divided into 
squares, not by hedges, but by im- 
passable ditches^ Agricultural en- 
trenchments had long made the coun- 
try almost impregnable, while its de- 
fences pgainst tbe ocean icndcied al- 
most os good service against a more 
implacable human foe. 

Aremberg, leading his soldiers along 
tbe nairow causeway, in hot iinisuit of 
what they considered a rabble rout of 
fugitive beggars, soon reached TVin- 

1 Bor, Iv 235 Do Thou, v 445-448. 
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schoten. Here he hccame aware of 
the presence of his despicable foe. 
Louis and Adolphus of Eassau, while 
sitting at dinner in the convent of the 
“ Holy Lion,” had been warned by a 
fnendly peasant of the approach of 
the Spaniai^ The opportune intelli- 
genoo had given the patriot general 
tune to make his prep.T,ratioiis. His 
eainc'-t entreaties had made his troopo 
ashamed of their mutmous oonduot on 
the preceding day, and they wore now 
both ready and willmg to engage.^ 
The village was not far distant from 
the abbey, and in the neighbourhood 
of the abbey Louis of Nassau was now 
posted. Behind him was a wood, on 
his left a hdl of moderate elevation, 
before him an extensive and swampy 
field. In the fiont of the field was a 
causeway leading to the abbey. This 
w as the road which Aremberg was to 
tiavei'se. On the jilain which lay be- 
tween the w ood and the bill, the main 
body of the beggars were drawn up. 
They were disposed in two squares or 
squadrons, lather deep than wide, giv- 
ing the idea of a less number than 
they actually contained. The Icssei 
square, in winch were two thousand 
eight hundred men, was partially shel- 
tcied by the hiU. Both were flanked 
by musketeers On the brow of the hill 
was a laige body of light aimed troops, 
the enfans perdua of the army. The 
cavahy, amounting to not moie tliaii 
tbiee iuui(>cd men, w.'is plated in 
fiont, facing the road along which 
Aieinberg was to anive® 

That ro.id was bordei'ed by a wood 
extending neaiiy to the front of the 
hiU. As Aiembcrg reached its verge, 
he brought out his aitillciy, and openetl 
a file upon the body of light troops. 
The hill protected a largo part of the 
enemy’s body from this attick Find- 
ing the rebels so strong m numbcis 
and position, Arembeig u .is disposed 
only to skirmish. Ho knew better 
than did his soldicis the tieacherous 
nature of tbe ground in front of tbe 
enemy. He saw that it was one of 
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tiuMe S^^Aeta -nliere pea,t hoA been 
taken oat in larse aqnare^ far ftiel, 
and wkere a fall^oun and verdant 
iccm upon tf.8 Biriace of deep pools 
simulate tbe tnrf that bad been re- 
moved. He aawt,tat the battle-ground 
presented to him by bis sacaeiona 
enemy was one great svrec-p ot traps 
and pitfalle,^ liefjie be could cany 
the jiositioD, many men mnst neces- 
sarily be engulfed. 

He paused fur an instant. He rv-is 
defloent in cavalry, having only llar- 
tmengo’s troop, bardiv amounting to 
four hundred men.* lie was sure of 
Hegbein’s aririval -witbin twenty-four 
hours. If, then, he could beep the 
rebels in tbeck, witiiotft allowing them 
any opportunity to di-perre, be should 
be able, on the morrow, to cut them 
to pieces, according to the plan agreed 
upon a fortnight before. But the 
Count bad to contend with a double 
obstacle. Bis wjdiera were veiy hot, 
bis enemy very cool. The Spaniards, 
who had so easily driven a thousand 
musketeers from tv hind their wind- 
mill, tbo evening before, who had seen 
the whole rebel force decamp in hot 
baste on the very night of their ar- 
rival before Dam, supposed themselves 
in full career ot victory. Believmg 
that the name alone of the old legions 
had stricken terror to the hearts of tli® 
iieggars, and that no resistance was 
possible to Spanish arms, they reviled 
their general for his ciiRtion. Ills 
reason for delay was theirs for hurry. 
AVhy should Meghom’s loitenng and 
iiiiituioiis troops, aniving at the 
eleventh hour, share in tlio triumph 
and the spoil 1 Ifo man knew the 
country better than Arcinbrrg, a na- 
tive of the Ncthcriands. the stad- 
hoider of the province. Cowardly or 
heretical motives nlona could sway 
him, if he now held them hack in the 
very hour of victory.* Inflamed be- 
jrond endurance by these taunts, feel- 
ing his piido of country touched to 
tile quick, and willing to shew that a 
Netherlander would lead wherever 



Spaniards dared to follow, Aimnherg 
allowed bimaeU to eommit the grave 
error for which he was so deeply to 
atone. Disregarding the dictates of 
his own e^erience and the arrange, 
menta of his superior, he yielded to 
the injggart humour of his soldiers, 
which he had not, like Alva, learned 
to moderate, or to despise. 

In the memtime, the body of liglit 
troops whirh Lad received the . > 
from the musical pieces of 111 m-i- i- 
was seen to w'.vver. The artillery v i. 
tSvn brought beyond the cover of tl.s 
wood, and painted more fuUy uj n 
the two mam squares of the eneiny 
A few shots told. Soon afteru ml 
the enfans perdua retreated L'-ltf- 
-•'lelter, entirely de-'ertang their po.,. 
tion. This apparent advantage, wh- iIi 
was only a preconcerted strat.tgLin, 
w 11 too much for the heiy Spaniard- 
Thcy rushed memly* forward to 
attack the stationary aqiiarei, their 
general being no longer able to reatnin 
their impetuosity. In a moment tl s 
whole vanguard had plunged into the 
mora'-s. In a few minutes more they 
were all helplessly and hopelcs-lj 
straggling in the pools, while the 
muslcete>e-a of the enemy poured in a 
deadly fire upon them, without wet- 
ting the sides of their own feet The 
pikemen, too, who composed the mam 
liody of tho larger square, now charged 
upon alT* who were extricating them- 
selves from their entanglement, and 
drove them back again to a mucMy 
death. Simultaneously, the loiscr 
patriot squadron, which had so long 
been slieltored, emerged from the 
cover of the hill, made a dctnnr 
aroimd its base, enveloped the rear- 
guard of the Spaniards before they 
could advance to the succour of their 
perishing comrades, and brolot them 
to pieces almost instantly.® Gonzalo da 
Braccamunte, the very Spanish colonel 
who had been foremost in denuncia- 
tion of Aremberg, for his disposition 
to delay the contest, was now the first 
to lly. To his bad conduct was 
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uoape, Ue^em’B force was thought 
to be advancing. That general had 
indeed anived, but ho was alone. Ho 
had reached Zuidlaron, a village some 
four leagues from the scene of action, 
on the noon of tliat day. Here he 
bad found a letter from Aremberg, 
requesting him to hasten. He hi^ 
done so. His troops, however, having 
come from Coevorden that morning, 
were unable to accomplidL so long a 
march in addition. The Count, ao- 
companicd by a few attendants, 
reached the neighbourhood of Heilt- 
ger-Lee only in time to meet with 
some of the camp sutlers and other 
fugitives, from whom he learned the 
disastrous news of the defeat. Finding 
that all was lost, he very propeily 
returned to Zuidlarcn, licm which 
place he made the best of his way to 
Groningen, That important city, the 
key of Friesland, he was thus enabled 
to secure. The troops which he 
brought, in addition to the four Ger- 
man vonderas of Schaumburg, already 
quartered there, were sufficient to pro- 
tect it agomst the lU-equipped army of 
Louis of Nassau ‘ 

The patriot leader had aoGompiished, 
after all, but a biuren victory. He 
had, to be sure, destroyed a number 
of Spaniards, amountmg, acccorduig to 
the different estimates, to from live 
hundred to sixteen hundred men * He 
had also broken up a small but vete- 
nm army. More than^l, he had 
taught the Netherlanders, by this 
triumphant termination to a stricken 
field, that the choice troops of Spam 
were not invincible. But the moral 
effect of the victory w.is the only per- 
manent one. The Count's badly-paid 
troops could with difficulty be kept 
together. He hod no aufficient artil- 
leiy to reduce the city whose posses- 
sion would have proved so important 
CO the cause. Moreover, in common 
with the Prince of Orange and all his 
brethren, he had been called to mourn 
tor the young and chivaliouB Adol- 

* Comspondance du Dus d'Albc, 01- 
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phns, whose life-blood bad stoinej the 
laurils of this firet patriot victory.* 
Having remained, and tbns wasted the 
normid three days upon the battle- 
field, Louis now sat ^ down before 
Groningen, fortifying and entrench- 
ing h^self in a camp within cannon- 
shot of the city.'* 

On the 23d we have seen tlj <t 
Aremberg had written, full of confi. 
deuce, to the Governor-General, pro- 
mising soon to send him gooil news i>i 
the beggars. On the 2dth, Com I 
Megbem -H-rote that, having spoken 
with a man who had helped to pKoe 
Aremberg in bis coffin, he could 
hardly entertain any further doubc a- 
to hia fate.® 

The wrath of the Duke was even 
greater than his surprise. Like Au- 
gustus, he called in v.ain on the dead 
commander for his legions, but pie- 
paied him self to infiict a more rapid 
and more terrible vengeance than tiie 
Roman’s. Reoognismg the gravity of 
his situation, he determined to laki 
the field m person, and to annihilati 
this insolent chieftam who had dated 
not only to cope with, but to conquer, 
his veteran regimente. But before he 
could turn his back upon Brussels, 
many deeds were to be done. His me i 
Buies now followed each other m 
breathless succession, fulminating and 
blasting at every stroke. On the 2StIi 
May, hesssued an edict, hanishiug, on 
pain of death, the Piince of Orange, 
Louis Nassau, Hoogstraaten, Van den 
Berg, and others, with confiscation of 
all 'their piopeity.® At the same 
time he rased the Culemburg Fakn e 
to the ground, and erected a pillar 
upon its ruins, commemorating the 
accursed conspiracy which had been 
engendered within its walls ' On tho 
1st June, eighteen prisoners^ of dis- 
tinction, including the two Baron i 
Batenhurg, Maximilian Kook, liloia dc 
Trealong, and others, were executud 
upon the Horse-market, in Brussels. 
In the vigorous language of Hoog - 
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abtaiai, this bomble tragedy was 
enacted dnectiy before the i win- 
dows of that “cruel animal, Koir- 
Cannes," who, in company df his 
friend Berlaymont, and the rest of the 
Kaod-Coun<m, looked out upon the 
shocking spectacle.^ Thehea^ofthe 
1 ictims were exposed upon sttkes, to 
nhich also their bodies were fastened. 
Eieren of these viciams were after- 
ward deposited, uncoffined, in uncon- 
seeiated ground; the other seven 
were left unhuried to moulder on the 
gibbet * On the 2d June, Villaii, 
uie leader in the Daalem riaiug, suf- 
fered on the scaffold, u ith three 
others.’ On the 3d, Counts Eguiout 
and Horn were brought in a cariiage 
from Ghent to Firuasels, guarded by 
ten companies of infantry and one of 
cavalry. They were then ludg«l m 
the “Brood-huia" oppoeite the Tovni- 
hall, on the great square of Bi usaels.* 
On the ith, Alva having, as he so- 
lemnly dechired before God and the 
world, examined thoroughly the mass 
of documents appertaining to those 
two great prosecutions, which had 
only been closed three days before, pro- 
nounoed sentence agamrt the illus- 
tiious pnaoners.’ These documents 
of iniquity, signed and sealed by the 
Duke, were sent to the Blood-Council, 
where they were read by Secretary 
Ihaeta* The signature of Philip ■» as 
not wanuog for, as alrrj'iy stated, 
the semen tea had been diinu U]ion 
bianke signed by the njonirch, of 
whidi the neeroy had brought a 
whole tninkful from Spam The sen- 
tence against Egmont declared very 
bnefly that the Duke of Alva, having 
read all the papers and evidence in 
the case, had tound the Count guilty 
ni high tieason. It was proved that 
hginonj had united with the Coufede- 
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rates; that he had been a party to 
the aocuised con^iracy of the Prince 
of Orange; that he bad taken the 
rebel nobles under bis protection, and 
that he had betrayed the Government 
and the Holy Catholic Church by his 
conduct in Flanders. Therefore the 
Duke condemned him to be executed 
by the sword on the following day, 
and decreed that his head should he 
placed on high in a public place, there 
to remam until the Duke should other- 
wise direct. The sentence against 
Count Horn was similar in language 
and piiriiort’ 

Th-it afternoon the Duke sent for 
the Bishop of Vpres The pi elate 
arrived at dusk. As soon as he pie- 
sented himself, Alva informed him <& 
the sentence which had just been pro- 
nounLcd. and ordered m-m to convey 
the intelhgenoe to the prisoners. He 
further charged him with the duty of 
shnving tho victims, and preparing 
their souls for death. The Bishop fell 
on his knees, aghast at the teitible 
decree. Ha implored tho Governor- 
General to have mercy upon the two 
unfortunate nobles. If their lives 
could not be spared, he pray^ him at 
any rate to grunt delay. With tears 
and earnest supplications the prelate 
endeavoured to avert or to postpone Hie 
doom which had been pronounced. It 
was in vam. The sentence, inflexible 
as destiny, bad been long before or- 
dained. Its execution h^ been but 
hastcued by tho temporary triumph of 
rebellion m Fiiesland. Alva told the 
Bishop roughly that he had not been 
auinnioned to give advice. Delay or 
paidon was alike impossible. He was 
to act as confessor totheci'iminalE|,not 
as oounciUor to the viceroy. The 
Bishop, thus rebuked, withdrew to 
accomplish his melancholy mission.' 

do cbacuDO, la pliiralite dcaqueUfis itieUna I 
Ll coudouiiatKiu ''-^Bonooi de FraueeH^, 

c 6 Tbe same 'nriter adds tJial tha aim* 
tcnco, draws up bv nessels, and ei,gned bj 
the Puke, was load two or three da^s after* 
-vaid u pre^euce of fierle^ymont aiidKoir< 
cormes ; ** Far od Ton a ]^£sain6, h benuM 
ia)son» que la rfeolutSon Tsnait d'FspaeBe.” 
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M^anirhile, oa tbe same evening, the 
miserable Countess ol Sgmont had 
been appalled by rumours, too vague 
-for beli^, too terrible to be slighted. 
She TTOB in the chamber of Countess 
Aiemberg, vith whom ehe had coma 
to condole for the death of the Count, 
when the order for the immediate exe- 
cution of her own husband was an- 
nounced to her.^ She hastened to the 
presence of the Governor -Qeneral. 
^e Princess Palatine, whose ancestors 
had been emperors, remembered only 
i^t she was a wife and a mother. She 
fell as the feet of the man who con- 
trolled the fata of her husband, and 
implored bis mercy in humble and 
Buhmissiva terms. The Duke, with 
calin and almost incredible irony, re- 
assured the Countess by the informa- 
tion that, on the morrow, her husband 
was cert^nly to he released.* With this 
sml%uous phrase, worthy the palter- 
ipg oraclea of antiquity, &e wretched 
woman was obliged to withdraw. Too 
soon afterward the horrible truth of 
the words was revealed to her — words 
of doom, which she had mistaken for 
eonsolation. 

An hour before midnight the Bishop 
of Ypres reached Egmont’s prison. 
The Count was confined in a chamber 
on the second storey of the Brood-huis, 
the mansion of the cross-bowman’s 
guild, in that corner of the building 
which reete on a narrow street runnmg 
back from the great squqra." He was 
aroused from hu sleep by we approach 
of his visitor. Unable to speak, hut 
indicating by the expression of his 
features we occurrence of a great mis- 
fortune, the Bishop, soon after his en- 
trance, placed the paper given to him 
by Alva in Egmont'e hands. The un- 
fortunate noble thus suddenly received 


the information that his de.ath-Ben- 
tsnfe had been pronounced, and that 
its execution was fixed for the next 
morning. He read the paper through ^ 
without fiinching, and expressed aston 
ishment rather than Vlsmay at its 
tidings.* Exceedmgly sanguine hy na- 
ture, ke had never heheved, even after 
his nine months’ imprisonment, in a 
fatal termination to &e difficulties in ' 
which he was involved. He was now 
startled both at the sudden condemna- 
tion which had followed his hngering 
trial, and at the speed with which hii 
death was to fulfil the sentence. He 
asked the Bishop, with many expie- 
sions of amazement, whether pardon 
was impossible; whether delay at least 
might not be obtained f The prsiate 
answered by a faithful narrative of the 
conversation which had just occum-d 
between Alva and himself.* Egmont, 
t thus convinced of his inevitable doom, 
then observed to his corapajiiou, witii 
exquisite courtesy, that, since ho wai 
to die, he rendered thanks both to 6orl 
and to the Duke that bis last momenii 
were to be consoled by so excedlent a 
father confessor." 

Afterwards, with a natural burst oi 
indignation, he exclaimed that it ivai 
indeed a cruel and unjust sentence. 
He protested that he had never in his 
whole life wronged his Majesty; cer- 
tainly never so deeply as to deserve 
such a jninislunent. All that be had 
done bra been with loyal mtentiuna 
The King’s true interest bad been lus 
constant mm. Hevertbeless, if be had 
fallen into error, be prayed to Gud 
that his death might wipe away hu 
misdeeds, and that bis name might 
not be ^honoured, nor bis cbildron 
brought to shame. His beloved wife 
and innocent children were to endure 
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Egonont upon this melancholy occidlion, the 
prelate expreesed to others hla eniire appro- 
hation p/ t/ie Cinmt’g eueuiion, '‘Ypreacon- 
eldere the pumshmont of Egmont aa vrrr 
yuft and neemarp for an example^” wiotc 
Honllon to Qrauvclle a week after the mur- 
der. "To try the Bishop fuithor,** he cun- 
tinned, *' 1 observed that tho King was vii ' 
near giving Egmont the ofBro which he hs 1 
aucs wetowed upon Alva ; upon whicli he 
replied that It would have heen our ruin,” 
etc. etc — Qrma v. Priiiet.. Arohives, oto 
SuppUmeut, 88 



iniseiy enouglx by his death and the 
•onfiscation of his estat^ It was. at 
least due to his long services that tney 
'should be spared further sufferipg.^ 
He then asked his father confessor 
what advice ho had to give toucKing 
his present conduct. The Bishop re- 
plied by an exhortation, that he should 
turn himself to God; that he should 
withdraw his thoughts entirely from 
sU earthly interests, and prepare hun- 
Eslf for the world beyond the grave. 
He accepted the advice, and kneelmg 
before the Bishop, confessed himself. 
He then asked to receive the sacrament, 
which the Bishop admiiustei ed, after 
the customary mass. Bgmont asked 
what prayer would be most appropriate 
at the hour of execution. His confes- 
sor leplied that theie was none more 
befitting than the one which Jesus had 
taught his disciples — “Our Father, 
which art in heat en.” 

Some convereation ensued in which 
the Count again expressed hie grati- 
tude that his parting soul had been 
soothed by these pious and friendly 
offices. By a revulsion of feelmg, he 
then bewailed again the sad fate of bis 
wife and of bis young children. The 
Bishop entreated him anew to with- 
draw bie mmd from such borrowing 
reSections, and to give himself entirely 
to God. Overwhelmed with grief, Eg- 
mont exclaimed with natural and 
simple pathos — “ Alas i how miserable 
and fiail IS our nature, that wc 
should think of God only, wa are un- 
able to shut out the images of wife and 
children.”** 

liecovering from his emotion, and 
having yet much time, he eat down 
and wrote with perfect self-possession 
two letters, one to Flulip and one to 
Alva. The celebrated letter to the 
King was as follows . — 

“ SiB^, — I have learned, this even- 
ing, the sentence which your Majesty 
hss been pleased to pronounce upon 

1 Bor, Hoofd. ubi sup Kateren, 53. 
Pi&cca concemant les Troubles, etc., SSIto, 
MB 

2 Bor, 840 Hoofd, t 169 Fi4cea con- 
oeruantlesTrouble8dGBl*ay8Bas,8S2TO. MS 
04rard CoUoobon* ^roluyes of the llagus, 

* Bor, IT. Hoofd, 109, 170 BtnuU, 
33Sf et abi —Bee abio Gachar<l, Cor> 


me. Although I have never had a 
ihouf^t, and bdieve tayself never to 
have d<me a deed, which could tend to 
Uio prejudice of your Majes^s person 
or service, oi to the detriment of our 
I ^ue ancient and Catholic religion, 

' nevertheless I take patience to bear 
I that which it has pleased the good God 
to send. If, during these troubles in 
the Netherlands, 1 have done or per* 
mitted aught which had a different 
appearance, it has been with the true 
and good intent to serve God and your 
: 3fajesty, and the necessity of the times. 
Therefore, 1 2Jray your Majesty to for- 
give me, and to have compassion on 
my poor wife, my children, and my 
seivants; having regard to my past 
services. In wlrich hope I now com- 
mend myself to the mercy of God. 

" From Brussels, 

" Jieady to die, this 5th June 1668. 

^ Your ifajesty^B very humble and 
loyal vassal and servant, 

" LaaroRA.!. d'Egmont."^ 

Having thus kissed the murdcioua 
hand which smote him, he handed the 
letter, stamped rather with supe^uoua 
loyalty than with Chribtian forgiveness, 
to the Bishop, with a request that he 
would forward it to its destination, ac- 
companied by a letter from his own 
hand This duty the Bishop solemnly 
promised to ful61 * 

Facing all the details of his execu- 
rion with the fortitude which belonged 
to his character, he now took counsel 
with hiB confessor as to the language 
proper for him to hold from the scaf- 
fold to the a.«sembled people. The 
Bi«liop, however, strongly dissuaded 
him from addressing the multitude at 
all The persons furthest removed, 
urged the priest, would not hear the 
words, while the Spanish troops in the 
immediate vicinity would not under- 
stand them. It seemed, therefore, the 
part of wisdom and of ^gnity for him 
to be silent, communing only with hzs 

ra9pondsDoe dc Phzhpp.. II , u. 704. Fop- 
pen?, Bupplumout, a. 201 
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God. The Ccimt aBsented to this 
reasoning, and ahandoned his inteniaon 
of saving a fevr farewell words to the 
people, by many of whom he beUered 
himanH tenderly beloved.^ He now 
made many preparaiaons for the mor- 
row, in order that his thoughts, in 
the last momenta, might not be dis- 
tracted by mechanical details, cutting 
the collar from hia doublet and from 
his shirt with his own hands,* in order 
that those of the hangman might hare 
no excuse for contammatmg his person. 
The rest of the night was passed in 
prayer and meditation. 

Fewer circumstances conceming the 
last night of Count Horn’s life have 
been preserred. It is, however, well 
Bscertamed that the Admiral received 
the sudden nows of his condemnation 
with absolute composure. He was 
assisted at his devotional exercises in 
prison by the curate of la Ohapelle.* 

^ During the night, the necessary pre- 

C tions for the morning tragedy had 
1 made in the great square of 
Brussels. Itwaathemtentionofgovem- 
ment to strike terror to the heart of 
the people by the exhibltioa of an im- 
pressive and appalling spectacle. The 
absolute and irresponsible destmy 
which ruled them was to be mads mam- 
fest by the immolation of these two 
men, eoelevated byrank, powerful con- 
nexion, and distinguish^ service. 

The effect would be heightened by 
the character of the locality where the 
l^oomy show was to be prmented. The 
great square of Brussels had always a 
striking and theatrical aspect. The 
splend^ Hotel do ViUe, with its daring 
iqiire and elaborate front, ornamented 
one idde of the place; directly opposite 
was the graceful but iucoberent facade 
of the Brood-huia, now the last eaitbly 
resting-place of the two distinguished 
victims, while grouped around these 
principal buildinga rose the fautaatic 
palaces of the Archers, Ifariners, and 
of other guilds, with their festooned 
walla a nd toppling gables bedizened 

1 Bor, iv. Sao. Hoofd, v. 170. 

* Bor, EoofiL nbi sup. Pieces concemsnt 
/aiat dm Troubles, MS. f 833. 

* Letter of Alva to FbUip Correapon- 
dauee de TStig, ^utncbe, siSS. 
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profusely with embtems, statues, and 
qu^t decotaldonB. The place had 
DeSn alike the scene of many a brilliant 
toufnament and of many a bloody exe 

cution. Gallant knights had contended 
fritbin its precincts, wdlile bright eyes 
rained influence from all those plctim 
esqusibalconies and decorated windows 
Martyrs to religious and to political 
hberty had, upon the same spot, en 
dured agonies which might n,ive 
roused every stone of ite pavement to 
mutiny or softened them to pity. Here 
Egmont himself, in happier days, har] 
often borne away the prize of skill oi 
of valour, the oynosure of eveiy eye 
and hence, almost in the noon of a hit 
illustrated by many brilhaut action.'* 
he was to be sent, by the hand oj 
tyranny, to his great account. 

On the mommg of the 5th of Juno 
three thousand Spanish troops^ wen 
drawn up in battle array aiound i 
scaffold, which had been erected u 
the centre of the square. Upon tiu 
scaffold, which was covered with blaci 
cloth, were placed two velvet cushion" 
two iron spikes, and a small table 
Upon the table was a silver cruuilb: 
The provost-marahal, Spelle, sat oi 
horseback below, with bis red wand i 
bis band, little dreaming that fur hii 
a darker doom was reserved than tha 
of which he was now the mmistci 
The executioner was concealed beneac 
the dramries of the scaffold.* 

At el^en o’clock, a company c 
Spanish aoldieis, led by J ulian Bomei 
and Captain Sahnas, arrived at E; 
mont’s chamber. The Count was read 
for them. They were about to bind 
hu bands, but he warmly protested 
against the indignity, and, opemng the 
folds of his robe, ehewed them that he 
had himself shorn off his collaxs, and 
made preparations for his death. Hia 
request iias granted. Fgmoflt, with 
the Bishop at his side, then walked 
with a steady step the short distance 
which separated him from the place oi 
execution. Julian Rom ero and the 

two were left to guard the palace, and one 
went the rounds of the city dunng the exe 
oution.— Bor, Hoofd, ula sup. Compare 
Ulloa, Commentahe^ premier ot second 
(Pans, 1670k 1. *3. • Bor, ir. 240. Hoofd, 
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I ^pArd followed l<im. On his way^ he 
^ read aloud the fifty-first Psalm: "Hear 
'my cry, O God, and give ear untq my 
prayer 1 ’* He seemed to have selebted 
these scriptur^ passages as a proof 
that, notwithstandmg the machinations 
of Ms enemies, and the cruel pfinish- 
ment to whic^ they had led him, 
loyalty to his sovereign was as deeply 
rooted and as religious a sentiment in 
bis bosom as devotion to his God. 
"Thou wilt prolong the King's life; 
and his years as many generations. He 
shall abide before God for ever* 0 
prepare mercy and truth v hich may 
preserve him." Such was the prayer 
of 'tile condemned traitor on his way to 
the block ^ 

Having ascended the scaffold, he 
walked across it twice or thrice He 
was dressed in a tabard or robe of red 
damask, over which was thrown a 
short black mantle, embroidered in 
gold. He had a black silk bat, with 
black and white plumes, on his head, 
find held a handkerchief in his hand. 
As he strode to and fro, he expressed 
a bitter regret that he had not been 
permitted to die, sword in band, fight- 
mg for his country and his king. San- 
guine to the last, ho passionately asked 
Romero, whether the sentence was 
really irrevocable, whether a pardon 
was not even then to be granted The 
marshal shrugged his shouldeM, mur- 
muring a negative reply. Upon this, 
Egmont gnashed his teeth together, 
rather in rage than despair. Shortly 
afterward commanding himself again, 
he threw aside his robe and mantle, 
and took the badge of the Golden 
Meece from his neck. Kneeling then 


upon one of the cushions, he said th«i 
Lord's Prayer aloud, and requested the 
Bishop, who knelt at his side, to repeat 
it thrice. After this, the prelate gave 
him the silver crucifix to kiss, and then 
pronounced his blessiiig upon him. 
This done, the Count rose again to 
his feet, laid aside his hat and hand 
kerchief, knelt agam upon the cushion, 
drew a little cap over his eyes, and, 
folding his hands together, cned with a 
loud voice, " Lord, into Thy hands I com- 
mit my spirit." The executioner then 
suddenly appeared, and severed his head 
from his shoulders at a single blow.^ 

A moment of shuddering silence suc- 
ceeded the stroke. The whole vast 
assembly seemed to have felt it in their 
own hearts. Tears fell from the eyes 
even of the Spanish soldiciy, for they 
knew and honoured Egmont as a valiant 
generak The French ambassador, Hou- 
doucet, looking upon the scene Lorn a 
secret place, whispered that he had now 
seen the head fall before which France 
had twice trembled. Tears were even 
seen upon the iron cheek of Alva, as, 
from a window in a house directly op- 
posite the scaffold, he looked out upon 
tho Bceiic ^ 

A dark cloth was now quickly thrown 
over the body and the blood, and, within 
a few^ minutes, the Admiial was seen 
advancing through the crowd. His 
bald head W'ns uncoveied, his hands 
wero unbound.'* He calmly saluted such 
of his acquaintances as he chanced to 
recognise upon bis path^ Under a 
black cloak, w'hich he threw off when 
he had ascended the scaffold, he wore 
a plain, dark doublet, and he did not. 
Lke Egmont, wear the insignia of the 
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Bor, 241 *' I he.v,** wrote MorlUon to Gran- 
TcUe (Juno 7. 1567) " that his Excellency 
shed tears or hig a$ petut during the execu- 
tion " (At Jecu des larmes aussi grossoe 
que poix )— Grocn v Pnnst , Archivee, Sui>- 
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that ** be had causra the story of the Duke% 
tenderness to be trumpeted m many places, 
'■* h fojct sonner od il luy a semblfi couvemr. 
quia multortun animi exacerbeti.'*-~Ibid. 
Jilonllon also quotes Alro as having had the 
eSTiontery to say that be desired a mitlgB- 
tion of toe punishment, but that the Euig 
had answered, *^he could '^rglve oflbnoea 
against himself, bub the criflies oonunitte^ 
Bgamst God wero unpaidonoble 1 1 IMjS 
4 Foppona, Supplement. L 264. 




390 TIu Uiae of the Dutch Sepublto. [1568, 


Flsace. 'Castiiig his eyes upon the 
corpse, which lay covered with the dark 
cloth, he asked if it were the body of 
Egmonk Being answered in the affir- 
maliTe, he muttered a few words in 
Spanish, which were notdistinctly audi- 
ble. His attention was next caught by 
the si^t of his own coat of arms re- 
versed, and he expressed anger at this 
mdignitw to his escutcheon, protestmg 
that he had not deserved the insult. 
He then spoke a few words to the 
erowd below, wishing thorn happiness, 
and begging them to pray for hu eouL 
He did not kiss the crucifix, but he 
knelt upon the scaffold to pray, and 
was assisted in his devotions by the 
Bishop of Ypres. When they ware 
concluded, he rose again to his feet, 
mien drawing a mUan cap completely 
over his face, and uttering, in Latin, 
the same invocation which Egmont had 
need, ha submitted his neck to the 
stroke.* 

Egmont had obtained, as a last fa- 
vour, that his execution should precede 
that of his friend Deeming himself 
in part to blame for Horn’s re-appear- 
ance in Brussels after the arrival of 
Alva, and for his death, which was the 
result, he ivished to bo spared the pang 
of seeing him dead Gemma Frisius, 
the astrologer, who had cast the horo- 
scope of Count Horn at his birth, had 
come to him in the most solemn man- 
ner to warn him agrinsfrvisiting Brus- 
sels, The Count 1^ answered etoutly 
that he placed his trust in God, and 
that, moreover, his friend Egmont was 


goibg thither also, who Lad engaged 
that no worse fate shonld hefall the 
onJof them than the other,* ’’ 

The heads of both sufferers wers 
sow exposed for two lours upon the 
iron s^es. Their bodies, placed is 
coffiA, remained during the same la- 
toTval upon the scaffold Meantime, 
notwithstanding the presence of the 
troops, the populace could not be re- 
strained from tears and from execra- 
tions. Many crowded about the ecaf 
fold, and dipped their handkerchiefs in 
the blood, to be preserved aftenraids 
as memorials of the crime, and as en- 
signs of revenge.* 

The bodies were afterwards delivered 
to their friends. A stately procession 
of the guilds, accompanied by many oi 
the clergy, conveyed their coffins to the 
church of St Gudule. Thence the 
body of Egiuont was carried to tlie 
convent of Saint Clara, near the old 
Brussels gate, where it was embalmed.’ 
His escutcheon and banners were hung 
upon the outward wall of his residence 
by order of the Countess. By com 
maud of Alva they were immediately 
torn down." His remains were after 
wards conveyed to his city of Sottegem, 
in Flanders, where they were interred. 
Count Horn was entombed at Keuipea. 
The bodies had been removed fi om the 
scaffold nt two o’clock. The beads re- 
mained. exposed between burning tor 
cbes for two hours longer. They were 
then taken down, eumosed in boxes, 
and, as- it was genorttlly supposed, de- 
spatched to TlT.-idr idr The King was 
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almost deserted in the great church Thciv 
IS something pathetic in this image of the 
gloomy, melmcholy Horn lying thus m Im 
bloody ehroud ns solitary and deserted ns 
he hod been in the latter years of his hfe m 
his desolate home. Certainly the Admir.d 
deeorved os much popular sympathy ns D- 
moat. * Bor, iv. 241. Hoofd, 
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Qins enaUed to looik upon the dead si^ed Christians of Valenciennes to 
juseBofhiBTictzinsvitho^ the trouble extremities. Upon more than one oocir 
S flf a jouzney to the proyincea. | icon he pronounced his imequiTOcid 
Thus died Phihp Montmorlncy, approval of the infamous edicts, and he 
Count of Hom, and Lsmoral or exoted >>^*TTiae1f at times to enforce 
most, Piince of Gareren. The more them within his province. The trao- 
intense sympathy which seeined to dtory impression made upon his mind 
attsch iis^ to the fate of Egmont, by ^e lofty nature of Orange was 
rendered the misfortune of his com- easiiy efisced in Spain by court flatteiy 
panionin arms and in death compara' and by roval bnbea Kotwithstand* 
lively less interesting.* ing the colduess, the rebuffs, and the 

E^out is a great historical ffgure, repeated wanungs which might have 
hut he was eertmnly not a great man. saved him mom destructaon, nothing 
His execution remains an enduring could turn him at last &om the fanatic 
monument, not only of Philip's cnirlty loyalty towards which, after much 
and perfidy, but of bis dullness. The wavering, his mind urevocably pointed. 
King had everything to hiipe from Bg- His TiiluntaTy hinniliation as a general, 
mont, and nodung to fear. Gianvelle a graudtr'C, a Fleming, and a Chiisdan, 
knew the man w^, anJ, almost to the before the insolent Alva upon his first 
last, could not bebir\ e m the possibili^ aii ival, would move our contempt were 
of so unparalleled a blunder as that it nut for the gentler emotions suggest 
which was to make a victim, a martyr, ed by the infatuated nobleman's doom, 
and a popular idol of a pereonage Upon the dp 2 >arture of Orange, Bgmont 
brave indeed, but incredibly' vacillating was only too eager to be employed by 
and inordinately vain, who, by a little Pbihp m any work which the monarch 
management, might have been con> could find for him to do. Tettluswaa 
verted into a most useful instrument the uian whom Philip chose, through 
for the royal puiposes. the executioner^s sword, to convert into 

It is not neceBsajj to reeapicuUtd & popizhtr idol, and whom Poetry bna 
the events of EgmonVs career. Step loved to contemplate as a romanbc 
by step we have studied his course, diampion of freedom, 
and at no single period have v. e dis- As for Hem, details enough have 
covered even a germ of those elements likewise been given of his career to 
which make the natiL'i.al champion, enable the reader thoroughly to under 
IGs pnde of order rendered him funous stand the man. He was a person of 
at insolence of Granveile, and ixicdioc4e ab^uesandtlioroughlycom* 
caused him to chafe under his domi' mouplace chaiactor. His high rank 
iiion. Hia vanity of high rank and of and bisi tiagic fate arc all which make 
distinguished military service made him inte< esting. Ho had little love for 
him covet the highest place under the court oi people. Broken in fortunes, 
Crown, while his hatred of thoso by he jiassed his time mainly in brooding 
whom he considered himself defrauded over the ingratitude of Charles and 
of his claims, converted him into a Philip, and in complaining bitterly of 
malcontent. He had no sympathy with the disappointments to which their 
the people, but he loved, as a grand pohey Lad doomed him. He cared 
Seignid^ to be looked up to and ad- nothing for cardinahsts or confederates 
mired by a gaping crowd. He was an He dib.liked Brederode, he dctesteil 
unwavering Catholic, held sectaries in Gianvelle. Gloomy and morose, he 
utter loathing, and, after the image- went to bed, while the men who were 
bieakmg, took a positive pleasure m called his fellow-couspiiaiiois wci^e din- 
ban ging ministers, together with their ing and making niorry in the same 
aoufp^RntioiiB, and in pressing the be* house with himself, lie had as httle 
weeuntSr^ si era verdad quo Julun liaUa " Dcflierl 830X •‘pw* 

tornado las cabezas y echado ma no se doude; foeto baud modiue potmssut hi\juB virl(iior> 
cue aunque cu esto hablo Berlcynionte civo nanS) mors, non FkA^tiua omniiun 
quiso -mr a eutender que las debiaa Labor lacrymas couaumpsisset a-Compare UUoa, 
guardado." ' t ^ 
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ijteBgeiis^ with, the cry of " Vxxent let 
graaiac’’a8fortliat<if"'F'ireZeiiay.” Th# 
most interesting features in bis eba- 
raster are bis generouty toward biS 
absent brother, and the manliness wMt 
which, aa Uontigny’s representatiTe at 
Tonmay, be chose rather to confront 
the anger cd the govemment, and to 
incur the deadly revenge of Fhilip< 
than make himself the executioner 
the harmless Christians is Tournsy- 
Tn this regard, his conduct is vastly 
more entitled io our respect than that 
of Egmont, and he was certainly more 
deeerrmg of reverence from the people> 
even though deeerted by all men while 
living, and left headleea and solitary id 
his ct^Bn at Saint Gndnle. 

The hatred for Alva, which sprang 
bom the graves of these illustrionS 
victime, waxed daily more intense- 
"Lika things of another world,” wrote 
BoogsIzaatCTjt "seem the cries, lameU- 
tations, and just compassion which all 
the inhiahitante of Brussels, noble or ig- 
noble, feel for such barbarous tyranny, 
while this Xero of an Alva is bocsting 
that he will do the same to all wUoih 
he lays his hands upon." Ko man be- 
lieved that the tu’o nobles bad commit- 
ted a crime, and many were even dis- 
posed to acquit Philip of his share in the 
judicial murder. The people ascribed 
the execution solely to the personal 
jealonsy of theBuke. They discoursed 
to each other uot only of tjje euvy with 
which the Govemor-Generalhad always 
regarded the military triumphs of his 
rival, hut related that Egmont had at 
different times won large sums of Alva 
at games of hazard, and that he had. 
moreover, on sever^ occasions, carried 
off the prize from the Duke in ehoot- 

1 Oroen van Pnnetenr, Archives, etc, Id- 
UO, »!. 


ing afi the popinjay.* Nerertlieleas, ig 
spite of all these absurd nunours, there 
is noMonbt that PhiUp and Alva nmet ' 
sharf equally in the g^t of the trans- 
action, and that the “Bbastisement'’ 
had been arranged before Alva had 
deparftd izom Spain. 

The Countess Egmont remained at 
the convent of Cambre with her eleven 
children, plunged in miseiy and -u 
poverty. The Duke wrote to Philip, 
that he doubted if there were so 
wretched a family in the world. He, 
at the same tune, congratulated hu 
sovereign on cerimnfcy that iliis 
more intense the effects, the more fruit- 
ful would be the example of this great 
execution. He stated that the Countess 
was considered a most saintly woman, 
and that there had been scarcely a night 
in which, attended by her daughters, 
she had not gone forth bare-footed to 
offer up prayers for her husband la 
every church within the city. Hs 
added, that it was doubtful whether 
they had money enough to buy them 
selves a supper that very night, and he 
begged the King to allow them the 
means of supporving life. He advised 
that the Countess should be placed, 
without delay, in a Spanish convent^ 
where her ^ugbters might at once 
take the veil, assuring his Majesty that 
her dower was entirely inadequate to 
her zuppyirt. Thus humanely recom- 
mending his sovereign to bestow su 
alms on the family wUch his own hand 
had reduced from a pnneely station to 
beggary, the Viceroy preceded to de- 
tail the recent evente in Friesland,' 
together with the measuree which he 
was about taking to avenge the defeat 
and death of Count Aremberg.* 

S Btrado. 1. SM. 

a tkarospoiKjarire dc Philippe 1! ,<(15- TT-l 




SfBuatfon of how m Fi'Mand. 


S93 


TEum. 

tpfgnntttatm Dutzp Aontiuit Oiufit Iiouitf—^I'i’suirinufi slfimtlon of lyinltt in Ti^wluul 
w^mudit^ aTijiuL miiAUltuiLt^ — Antnn'Pn«ilsaui--Sk]nnlBbliiF' noax' Oiroiu&gon — ftotraMt 
ol 'uie jtutno^— Ibror oontiaitted TtoulB — ^is juwitiou ^ Jt mmiDfaii-^ltiitinoiiL 

idfinumscTfctimifi lua 'tfomn — •'I.nntti Tiarta^ mtoTOB nTdoiw-Attnmpt to destroy tho 
drloK uitar-Dntsddtytbc Htnoid W Alvu’f ftatow— A-tfiil strstcgty of the 'Dal£s— Detpot 
ed'OomitXoiiiB, and iirtai deqtmottiXQ oi In*. HTn.*' — ftutroos*) cntamiti^d by tbo dpRinords 
— Alvtt ittTT'trpcht— fiiflcutinn of '^iout* vt w I)!i*mon — ^Ttpiiindo of Don Corlos — Fubloo 
imasieniiifr bnn enn 0afm iBohoUa— 'Hfyotuiy oonotnnnfr lifB dentb^.Sporct teftan, of 
IPhllTii to the Dope — ana cautainliip"thc mith of cho ttrinanotion stiD concaa^atf to the 
Tatuum — Cuae uouiian Dliilqi, ue Tobited b*- Miithiou Do Tbou, nnd others— 'I’eatirant.y 
jn ttifi Tfrny ta iiryotir by the Ktmoio, thoTobatiiw ontoy, and otliora — ^J'nubtful atucc of 
the queauoir— AJmedotoa oanemune Don Lai'loa Hie obaraatst. 


SteofiX maadiiree ware taitm tritk tlie 
jfroaiHifin and jirQngptaoes nluoh 
UDBiibod '£be Duiio'b ohemeter «ben 
ipramBiun end proiuptiiieea -wore destr- 
Atiie. Ttiers had been a territile 
jbsrgy m tie ertty abep, a^nee tie 
baoccBbful foray of Louis Kassau 
Hanng dstenmnod to take the held 
in peraan -with nearly eL the Spaniah 
ttetemm, he had at once acted upon 
£he mocsKcty of ntuikmg the capital 
Aeonre, after hie hack Aonld he 
‘tirmed. It teas impossible to leave 
three thonesod choice troops to gpiard 
Caant Lgraont. X hsa number 
seemed Insufficient to prevent a res- 
cne. He had, therefore, no longer 
delayed t2a chasiasemest vluch liad 
alreedy been deteiusised, hut shich 
the events in the north had preci}ii- 
tated. Thus the only pasitiTe result 
of Louie JJassau’e victory was the 
esecutiaii oi Lis imprisoned fiicn.ls 

The expeditaun under Areniheig had 
fuled from two causes. The Spanish 
foma had been inadequate, and they 
hod attacked the enemy at a disad- 
vantage, The imprudent attack was 
the nsolt of the contempt with wlrieh 
they had regarded their sutagonist. 
These errors were not to bo repeated. 
Alva yrdered Count Heghcm, now 
comnumding in the proMuoe of Gro- 
imigen, on no account to hazard 
ho^tiiities until the game nas BUra.t 
He also immediately oiUercd laige 
ceiuforcementa to move foiward to 

1 Correspoiiitsn(.e du Due d’Albe, ltd. 

a lUondoza, til, t7. 

* Cortespondmice du Duo d'Albe, 114. 

a Iteuikaa. St-td. Covreauoadauca dn 
Due d'Albe, 101, 106, ISO, 162. The Nethw 
bud bistonans give mm 17,000 foot and 8000 
botaa Hoofil, T. 17A Dor. iv. 213. 2U.— 


i the scat of war. The eonnnandeni 
intrusted with this duty were Duke 
■Eric of Lrunswick, Chiappic VitcUv, 
{ hoircarmesj and Count de Koenlx. 
I The renilervous for the whole force 
«ss Deventer, and here they all 
I amvod on the 10th July. On the 
, same day the Duke of Alva himsrlt 

( entered Deventer, to take command 
in person.* On the evening of the 
34th July he reached Boldon, a vil- 
lage three leagues distant from Gro- 
ningen, at the head of three tonaos of 
Spamoh intotiy, three companies of 
1:^ horse, and a troop of dragoons.* 
His whole force in and about Oro- 
vingen amounted to fifteen thousand 
chmoe troops, besides a large hut 
uncertain niiiuber of lees disciplined 
soldiery,* 

Meantime, Louis of Kassau, since 
bis victoiy, had accomplished nothing. 
For this iiia^tinty there was one suf- 
fioient escuse, the total want of 
funds. His only revenue was the 
amount of black mail which ha was 
able to levy upon the inbabitaZLts 
of the provmcA He repeai^ his 
detci-mination to treat theitt all as 
enemies, unless they fumisbed him 
with the means of espelli^ their 
tyrants from the country." He ob- 
tained small sums in this manner from 
time to tima The inhabitants weis 
favoursbly diiposed, but IhOT were 
timid and despairing. They saw no 
clear way towards the accompliidinient 


Compare BenUvogliD, liv Iv. TA and Stzads, 
L 831. who gives Alva 12,000 foot and BOOO 
horeit and to Louie of Nassau on equal num- 
ber of inthntTy, with i^n mfcrior ibiee of 
<^Ttdiry» M 

* Corretpondiacc* du Dao d'Albo, lU 



of the result eonceming -which Louis 
was 80 confident. They knew that 
the teiiihle Alva was already on his 
way. They felt sure of heing pil- 
laged by both parties, and of being 
hanged as rebels, besides, as soon as 
the Govemor-Qeneral shoiild make his 
appearance. 

Louis had, however, issued two 
formal proclamatians for two especial 
contributions. In these documents he 
badauccinctlyexplamcdthatihehousea I 
of all recusants should be forthwith I 
burned about their ears,^ and in con- I 
sequenceoftheseperemptorymeasures, i 
he had obtaiced some ten thousand 
florins. Alva ordered counter-proola- 
inations, to be affixed to church doors 
■Tnd other places, forbidding all per- ' 
sons to conbibuta to these forced ' 
loans of the rebels, on peiudfy of ! 
paying twice as much to the Spaniards, | 
with arbitrary punishment in addi - 1 
tion, after his arrival.’ The miserable ^ 
inhabitants, thus placed between two 
fires, had nothing for it but to pay \ 
one-half of their property to support 
the rebellion in the first place, with 
the prospect of gi-ving the other half 
as a sufcidy to tyranny afterwards j 
while the gibbet stood at the end of 
the vista to reward their hberality. 
Such was the horrible position of the 
peasantry in this civil confiict. The 
weight of guilt thus accumulated upon 
the crowned' head whici^ conceived, 
and upon the red right hand which 
wrought all this misery, what human 
scales can measure ! 

With these precarious means of 
support, the army of Louis of Hassau, 
as may easily he supposed, was any- 
thing but docile. After the victory 
of Heiligei-Lee there had seemed to 
bis German mercenaries a probabihty 
of extensive booty, which grew fainter 
os the slender fruit of that battle be- 
came daily more apparent. The two 
abbots of Wittewerumand of Eeiliger- 
Lee, who had followed Aremberg’s 
train in order to he witnesses of his 
victory, had been pbliged to pay to 


the ^tual conqueror a heavy pries 
for -me eutertainment to whiw they 
had invited themselves,’ and these ' 
BumJ together with the amounts 
pressed hum the inldbtant estates, 
arrd the forced contrihalions paid by 
lucklefk peasants, enabled him to keep 
his straggling troops together a few 
weeks longer. Mutiny, however, was 
constantly breaking out, and by the 
eloquent expostulations and vague 
promises of the Count, was with diffi- 
culty suppressed.’ 

Sa had, for a few weeks imme- 
diately succeeding the battle, distri- 
buted his troops m three difTerent sta- 
tions. On the approach of the Duk**, 
however, he hastily concentrated bis 
whole force at his own strongly-forti- 
fied camp, -within half esnnon-^ut ol 
Groningen. Eis army, such as it wa-. 
numbered from 10,000 to 12,000 men. 
Alva reached Groningen e-irly in the 
morning, and without pausing a mo- 
ment, marched his troops directly 
through the city. He then imme- 
diately occupied an entrenched and 
fortified house, from which it was ee-y 
to inflict dama^ upon the camp. THi 
done, the Duke, with a few attendants, 
rode forward to reconnoitie the eiiem) 
in person. He found hiTn in a well- 
fortified position, having the river on 
his front, which served as a moat to his 
camp, an4 with deep trench three 
liundredyaTdBbeyond,inaddition Tiro 
wooden bridgee led across the river, 
each was commanded by a fortified 
house, in which was a provision of 
pine torches, ready at a moment's 
warning, to set fire to the bridges. 
Having thus satisfied himself, the 
Duke rode hack to his army, which 
had received strict orders not to lift 
a finger till his return. He tijpi de- 
spatched a email force of five hun- 
dred musketeers, under Robles, to 
skirmish with the enemy, and, if 
poBBible, to draw them from tlieii 
i trenches.’ 

[ The troops of Louis, however, 
j shewed no greediness to engage. On 
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the oontrary, it soon became evident 
that tiieir d^ositiona were of in op- 
> poeite tendency. The Count himaelf, 
not at that moment trustiis his 
Boldieiy, who were in an eztnmely 
mutinous condition, was desirous of 
falling back before his fomnidable 
antagonist. The Duke, faithful, how- 
ever, to his life long principles, had no 
intentions of precipitatmg the action 
in those difficult and swampy regions 
The skirmishing, therefore, continued 
for many hours, an additional force of 
a thousand men being detailed from 
the Spanish army. The day was very 
sultry, however, the enemy reluctant, 
and the whole action languid. At 
last, towards evening, a large body, 
tempted beyond their trenches, en- 
gaged waimly with the Sp.aiii.ards. 
The combat lasted but a few minutes, 
the patriots were soon routed, aud 
tied preoipitately back to their camp. 
The panic spread with them, and the 
whole army was soon in retreat. On 
retiring, they had, however, set fire to 
the bridges, and thus secured an ad- 
vantage at the outset of the chase. 
The Spaniards were no longer to be 
held. Vitolli obtained permission to 
follow with two thousand odihtinnal 
troops. The fifteen hundird who had 
ah-eady been engaged, chaiged furi- 
ously upon their leti eating foes Some 
dashed across the bl,i, iiig budges, 
with their garments and their very 
beards on fire.^ Others spraug into 
the river. Neither fire nor water 
could check the fierce pursuit. The 
cavalry dismounting, drove their 
horses into the stream, and clinging 
to their tails, pricked the horses for- 
ward with their lances. Having thus 
been dragged across, they jomed their 
comindcs m the mad chase along the 
narrovr dykes, and through the 
swampy and almost impassable coim- 
tiy where the rebels were seekhig 
shelter. The approach of night, too 
soon advancing, at last put an end to 
the hunt. The Duke with difficulty 
recalled his men, and compelled them 

1 Mendoza, 61. 

a Ibid., 5D-d3. Alva’s Iiettor to the State- 
Council, Gorrospoudance du Due d’Albs, 
166, 166. Compare Bor, iv 944 , HoofiL v 
174, 176. 


to restrain their eagerness until the 
morrow. Three hundred of the pa- 
triots were left dead upon the field, 
besides at least an equal number who 
penehed in the river and canalB. The 
army of Louis was entirely routed, 
and the Duke considered it virtually 
destroyed. He wrote to the State- 
Council that he should pursue them 
the next day, but doubted whether 
he should find anybody to talk with 
him. In this the Ooremor-Qeneral 
soon found himself delightfully dis- 
appointed.® 

Five days later, the Duke arrived at 
Heydcn, on the Ems. Owing to the 
unfavourable disposition of the coun- 
try people, who were willing to pro- 
tect the fugitives by false information 
to their jiursuers, he was still in 
doubt as to the position then occu- 
pied by the enemy.* Ho had been 
fearful that they would be found at 
this very village of Heydcn, It wa-v 
a fatal error on the p-irt of Count 
Louis that they were not,* Had he 
mode a stand at this point, he mfeht 
have hold out a long time. The 
bridge which here crossed the river 
would have afforded him a retreat 
into Qcimany at any moment, and 
the pi, ICO was easily to bo defended 
in fiont “ Thus ho might h.ive inaiii- 
t-iincd liiinscU agaiii'-t his fierce but 
waiy fuo, while his biother Orange, 
who was at Strasbiirg watching the 
piogiesa of* event's, was executing his 
own long-phmuod expedition into the 
heart of the Nethoiiaiids. With 
Alva thus occupied in Friesland, the 
results of such an mvasion mi^t 
have been prodigious. It was, how- 
ever, not on the cards for that cam- 
paign. The mutinous disposition of 
the mercenaries under his command'’ 
had filled Louis with doubt and dis- 
gust. Bold and sanguine, but always 
too fiery and imp.aticnt, he saw not 
much possibihty of paying his troops 
any longer with promises. Perhaps 
he was not unwilling to place them 
in a po sition where they would be 

s Aluiuln/a, as 

4 Ibid , 63^ 64 Hoefd, T. 174. 

* ^rendoai. Tloofd, ut| sup, 

e Bor, IT K5, 244 neofd, v. 178 





obliged to fight or to peiiah. At anjr 
rate, auch was their present situation. 
Inst^ of halting at Beyden, he 
had made his stand at Jenuningen, 
about four leagues distant from that 
place, and a little further down the 
rlver.^ Alva discovered this impor- 
tant foot soon after his arrival at Bey- 
den, and could not conceal his de- 
light. Already exulting at the error 
mode by his adversary, in neglecting 
the important position which he now 
occupied himself, he was doubly de- 
light^ at leammg the nature of the 
place which he had in preference se- 
lected. He saw that Loma had com- 
pletely entrax>ped himself. 

Jemmingen was a small town on 
the left hmk of the Bma. The stream 
here, very broad and deep, is rather a 
tide inlet than a river, being hut a 
very few milea from the DoUart. This 
circular bay, or ocean chasm, the re- 
sult of the violent inundation of the 
thirteenth century, surrounds, with the 
river, a narrow peninsula. In the cor- 
ner of this peninsula, as in the bottom 
of a sack, Louis had posted his army. 
His infantry, os usual, was drawn up 
in two large squares, and still con- 
tained ten thousand men. The rear 
rested upon the village, the river was 
upon his left; his meagre force of 
cavalry upon the right. In front were 
two very deep trenches. The narrow 
road, which formed the only entrance 
to h^ camp, was guarded U)' a ravelin 
on each side, and by five pieces of ai^ 
tillery.* 

The Duke having reconnoitred the 
enemy in person, rode back, satisfied 
that no escape was possible. The 
river was too deep and too wide for 
swimming or wading, and there were 
but very few boats. Louis was shut 
up between twelve thousand Spanish 
veterans and the river Ems. The 
rebel airmy, although not insufficient 
in point of numbers, was in a state of 
dismganisation. They were furious 
I for money and reluctant to ^ht, 
I They broke out into open mutiny 
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upon the very verge of battle, and 
Bwori^that they would instantly dis- 
band, U the gold, which, as they be- 
Ueve^had been recently brought into 
the csinp, were not unmediatriy dis- 
tributed among them.* Such was the 
state 04 things on the eventful morn- 
ing of the 21st July. All the ex- 
postulations of Count Louis seemed 
powerless. Hia eloquence and his 
patience, both inferior to his valour, 
were soon exhausted. He peremp- 
torily refused the money for which 
they damoured, giving the most 
cogent of all reasons, an empty eoffei. 
He demonstrated plainly that they 
were in that moment to make their 
election, whether to win a victory or 
to submit to a massacre. Neither 
flight nor surrender was possible 
They knew bow much quarter they 
could expect from the Umces of the 
Spaniards or the waters of the DoUail 
Their only chance of salvation lay 
in their 01 m swords. The instinct 
of self-preservation thus invoked, ex- 
erted a little of its natural effect * 
Meantime, a work which had be"D 
too long neglected, was then, if possible, 
to ho performed. In that watery ter- 
ritory, the sea was only held in cheek 
by i^ificial means. In a very shcui 
time, by the demolition of a few dykes 
and the opening of a few sluices, the 
whole country through which the Span- 
iards had to pass could be laid under 
water. Believing it yet possible to 
enlist the ocean in his defence, Louis, 
having partially reduced his soldiers to 
obedience, ordered a strong detachment 
upon this important service. Seizing 
a spade, he commenced the work him- 
self,* and then returned to set his army 
in battle array. Two or three tide- 
gates had been opened, two or three 
biidges had been demolished, epbeu 
Alva, riding in advance of bis army, 
appeared withm a mile or two of Jem- 
mingen.* It was then ei^^t o’clock in 
the morning. The patriots redoubled 
their efforts. By ten o’clock the waters 
were already knee high, and in some 
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E laces as deep as to the waist. At that 
OUT, l^e advanced guard of th^pan- 
iards arrived. Fifteen handrei| mus- 
keteers were immediately ordeiM for- 
ward l^the Duke. They were pficeded 
by a componj' of mounted carabineers, 
attended by a small band of volunteers of 
distinction. ThislittlebandthidWthem- 
selves at once upon the troops engaged 
in destroying the dykes. The re^ls 
fled at the first onset, and the Span- 
iards closed the gaies.^ Feeling the 
full importance of the moment, Count 
Louis ordered a large force of musket- 
eers to recover the position, and to 
complete the woik of inundation. It 
was too late. The little band of Span- 
urds held the post with consummate 
tenacity. Chaige after charge, volley 
after volley, from the overwhelming 
force brought against them, faUod to 
loqsen the fierce grip with which they 
held this key to the whole situation. 
Before they could be driven frem the 
dykes, their comrades arrived, when al] 
their antagonists at once made a hurried 
retreat to their camp.’ 

Very much the same tactios were 
Bow employed by the Duke, os in the 
engagement near Selwoert Abbey. He 
was resolved that this afiiiir, also, should 
be a hunt, not a battle, but foresaw 
that it was to be a more successful one. 
There was no loophole of csoiape, so 
that after a little successful baiting, 
the imprisoned victims would be f urc(ri 
to spring from their lurking-place, to 
perish upon his spears. On his maich 
from Beyden that morning, he had 
taken care to occupy eveiy farm-house, 
every building of whatever description 
along the road, with his troops. He 
had left a strong guaid on the bridge 
at Reyden, and had thus closed care- 
fully every avenue.’ The same fifteen 
hundr^musketeeiBwerenow advanced 
further toward the camp. This small 
force, powerfully but secretly sustained, 
was to feel the enemy; to skirmish 
with him, and to draw him as soon as 
possible out of his trenches.* The plan 
s ucceeded. Gradually the engagements 
1 Mendoza, 67, 68. Gorreapondauce du 
Sue d’Albei 157, 158. 

1 Mendoza, who was hlmsaU one of the 
fipaitan band which held the dyke, atatee 
the number of nhels thus repulud by 'eas 


between them and the troops sent out 
^ Count Louis grew more earnest. 
Smding so insignificant a force opposed 
to them, rile mutinous reb^ took 
courage. Theworkwazedhot. Lodro&o 
and Itomero, commanders of the mus- 
keteers, becommg alarmed, sent to the 
Duke for reinforcements. He sent 
back word in reply, that if they were 
not enough to damage the enemy, they 
could, at least, hold their own for the 
present. So much he had a right to 
expect of Spanish soldiers.’ At any 
rate, he should send no reinforcements. 
Ag^ they wore more warmly pressed, 
again their messenger returned with 
the same reply. A thud time they 
send the most urgent entreaties for 
succour. The Duke was still inexor- 
able.® 

Meantime the result of this scientifio 
auglmg approached. By noon the re 
brls, not bsmg able to see how largo a 
portion of the Spanish army hadairived, 
began to think the .afiair not so serious. 
Count Louis sent out a reconnoitring 
party upon the liver in a few boats. 
They returned without having been 
able to discover any large force. It 
seemed probable, therefore, that the 
inundation had been more successful 
in stopping their advance than had been 
supposed.' Lotus, always too rash, in- 
flamed his men with tcmpoiary enthu- 
siasm. Dotermmed to cut their way 
out by ono vigorous movement, the 
whole army.att last marched foith from 
their entrenchments, with drums beat- 
ing, colours flying; but already the 
concealed reinforcements of their ene- 
mies were on the spot. The patriots 
met with a warmer reception than they 
had expected. Their courage evapo- 
rated. Hardly bad they advanced tfane 
hundred yards, when the whole body 
wavered, and then retreated precipi- 
tately towards the encampment,® hav- 
ing scarcely exchanged a shot with the 
enemy. Count Louis, in a freni^ of 
rage and despair, flew from rank to 
rank, m vam endeavouring to rally his 
t error-Btricken troops. It was hope- 
than 206 Spzmards, rs 4000. all muzkebeeza. 
—87, 68 * Mendoza, 66, 67. 

< Ibid . 68. ® Ihri- * lUd. 

1 Boofd, V fl75, 176 ,tendoza, 76. 
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lew. The battei; wliich guarded the 
road eras entirely deserted. He rushed 
to the cannon himself, and fired them 
all with his own hand.^ It was their 
first and last discharge. Hie single 
arm, however hold, could not turn the 
tide of battle, and he was swept back- 
wards with his coward troops. In a 
moment afterwards, Hon Lope de Fi- 
guei-oa, who led the van of the Span- 
iard^ dashed upon the battery, and 
secured it, together with the ravelins.* 
Their own artillery was tuivied against 
the rebels, and the road was soon swept. 
The Spaniards in large numbers now 
rushed through the trenches in pursuit 
of the retreating foe. Ho resistance 
was offered, nor quarter given. An 
impossible escape was all which was 
attempted. It was not a battle, but a 
massacre. Many of the beggars in 
their flight threw down their arms; all 
had fozgotten their use. Their anta- 
gonistaB butchered them m droves, while 
those who escaped the sword were 
hurled into the river. Seven Spaniards 
were killed, and seven ihoumnd rebels.^ 
The swift ebb-tide swept the hats of 
the perishing wretches in such numbers 
down the stream, that the people at 
Bmden knew the result of ^e battle 
in an incredibly short period o{ time.^ 
The skinnish^ had lasted from ten 
o’clock tiU one,^but the butchery con- 
tmued much longer. It took time to 
slaughter even um'esiating victims. 
Large numben obtained rqfuge for the 
night upon an island in the river. At 
low water next day the Spaniards 
waded to them, and slew eveiy man.*' 
Many found concealmeut in hovels, 
swamps, and thickets, so that the whole 
of the following day was occupied in 
ferreting out and despatching them. 
There was so much to be done, that 
there was work enough for all. "Hot 


a soldier," says, with great simplicity, 
a Spuiish historian who fought in the 
battl^" not a soldier, nor even a lad, 
who ftrished to share in the victory, 
but c&ild find somebody to wound, to 
kill, to bum, or to drown.** The wound- 
ing, killing, burning, drowning, bated 
two dayu, and very few escaped The 
landward puismt extended for tluee or 
four leagues around,* so that the roiuli 
and pastures were covered with bodies, 
witbcorslets.andotherweiipoiia. Count 
Louis hims^ stripped off hia clothes, 
and mode bis escape, nben all was 
over, by swimming across the Ems* 
With the paltry remnant of his troops 
be again took i-efuge in Germany. 

The Spanish army, two days after 
wards, marched back to CToningon 
The page which records tbeir vieto- 
rious campaign is foul with outrage 
and red with blood. None o{ the hoi- 
rois which accompany the passage of 
hostile troops through a defenceless 
country were omitted. Maids and 
matrons were ravished in multitudes, 
old men butchered in cold blood As 
Alva returned, with the rear-guard ot 
hiB army, the whole sky was rod wiih 
a constant coufiagiution; theveryeauh 
seemed changed to ashes.^ Hveiy pea- 
sant’s hovel, eveiy farmhouse, cveiv 
village upon the road had been burin d 
to the ground. So gross and so exten- 
sive had been the outrage, that the 
commandgr-in-uhief felt it due to hie 
digmty to hang some of his own sol- 
diers who had most distinguished them- 
selves in this work.*^ Thus ended the 
campaign of Count Louis in Friealand. 
Thus signally and terribly had the 
Huke of Alva vinclioated the supremacy 
of Spanish discipline, and of hia own 
military skill. 

On his return to Groningen, the 
estates were summoned, and recfiii ed a 
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* Letter of ^va to the Oouncll of State 
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All writers silow seven thousand to have 
been killed on the patriot side, and the num- 
bw ot Speniaide elanb la not estimated at 
fo ot* tp on elgihty, even by the patnotio 
* 6 . Oomnare Bor, It. 445, 846: 
XT. 6 M;^ooia, T. in; and Men- 


4 Mendoza, 71 

4 Correspondanco du Duo d'Albe, 157 
* Uendoza, 71. 

7 Ibid., 73. 

» Ibid., 71. 

4 Correepondanoe du Duod'Albo, 158, er 
** In a boat," Bor, It. 345 . Mcteren, 65 , o- 
" partly by swimming andjiartly in a boat," 
Mendoza, 73 Compare Hoofd, t. 176; De 
Thou, T, 468-46^ eto. etc. 

>4 Bor, iT, 346. Xsndosa, TfL 

Iblrt. 





[ wreie lecture for their suapHous de- 
r neaiioar in regard to the rehelUonA 
[ Jn order more effectuaUj to o<mtrol 
'^-hoih province and city, the Oovimor- 
Oenem ordered the coostruotioDjof a 
atrong fortreea)’* wbiah was soon l^un 
but never completed. Having t^ua 
fuimahed himBeii with a key -h thia 
important and doubtful region, ha re- 
turned by way of Amsterdam to ITt- 
incht. There he wae met by hia son 
nrederio with strong ranforcements.^ 
The Duke reviewed hia whole army, 
and found himself at the head of 30,000 
infantiy and 7000 cavalry.^ Having 
fully subdued the jirovinee, ha had no 
oooupation for such a force, but he im- 
proved the opportunity by cuttmg ofp 
the head of an old woman in Uti echt. 
The Vrow van Diemen, eighteen months 
previously, had given the preacher 
Arendsoen a night’s lodging in her 
houae.^ The crime had, in fact, been 
oommittedby her son-in-law, who dwelt 
under her roof, and who h^ himself, 
•rithout herpartioipation, extended this 
iangeicne hoapitahty to a heretic ; hut 
the old lady, although a devout Catho- 
lic, was rich. Her execution would 
strike a wholoaome terror into the 
hearts of her neighbours. The confis- 
oation of her eetatea would bnng a 
handsome sum into the government 
cofibts. It would be made mauifest 
that the same hand which could destroy 
an army of twelve thousand n^hela at a 
blow could indict as signal punishmmt 
on the small delinquencies of obscure 
individuals. The old lady, who was 
past eighty-four years of age, was placed 
in a chair upon the scaffold. She met 
her death with heroism, and treated 
her murderers ivith contempt, " I un- 
derstand very well,” sbeobserved, "why 
my death is considered necessary. The 
tvJt is ^t and must be killed.” To the 
executioner she expressed a hope that 
his sword was suiEciently sharp, " as 
he was likely to find her old ne^ very 
tough.” With this grisly parody upon 
the dying words of Anne Boleyn, the 

1 Bor, IV 240 Hoofd, v ITS, ITT. 

* Bor, IV. 816; v 800 

s Be Thou, v. 168 Tie du Due d' Albe, U. 
Its. 

1 Do Thou, V t69; but compare Mendoca, 
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courageous old gentlewoman submitted 
to her fate,* 

The tragedy of Don Carlos does not 
striotly belong to our subject, which 
is the rise of the Netherland oommon- 
wealth — not the deoline of the Spanish 
monarchy, nor the life of Philip the 
Second. The thread ia hut slender 
which connects the unhappy young 
Ptinoe with the fortunes of the nor- 
thern republic. He was said, no doubt 
with truth, to desire the goveniznent 
of Flanders. Ha was also supposed to 
be in secret cotrespondenoe vrith the 
leaders of the revolt in the provinces. 
He appeared, however, to possess veiy 
little of their confidence. His name 
is only once mentioned by 'W’ilham of 
Orange, who said in a letter that “the 
Pnnee of Spam had lately eaten six- 
teen pounds of fruit, inifiuding four 
pounds of grapes, at a single sitting, 
and had become lU in consequence.’^^ 
The result was sufficiently natural, but 
it nowhere appciirs that the royal 
youth, bom to consume the fruits of 
the earth so largely, had ever given 
the Hetherlandera any other proof of 
his capacity to govern them. There 
is no doubt that he was a most on- 
comfortable personage at home, both 
to himself and to o&ers, and that 
hated his father very ooidially, Ha 
was extremely incensed at the nomi- 
notion of Alva to the Netherlands, 
because ha had hoped that either the 
King would go thither or intrust the 
misaion to him, in either of which 
events he should be rid for a time of 
the paternal authority, or at least of 
the Eternal presence. It seems to bo 
well ascertained that Carlos nourished 
towards his father a hatred which 
might lead to criminal attempts, but 
thcie is no proof that such attempts 
were ever m^e. As to the amours of 
the Prince and the Queen, they had 
never any existence save in the imagi- 
nation of poets, who have chosen to 
find a source of senrimental sorrow 
for the Infante in the aibitrary sub- 

s Brandt, i. 480. Hoofd. 

4 Biaiidt, Hist der fiorurauitio. D i 4S0 
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stitnlian of bis fsther for himadf io 
themaiiiagBConliiact witbtihe daughter 
of Henry uie Second. As Carlos was 
but twuve or thirteen years of age 
when thus deprived of a bride whom 
he had never seen, the foundation for 
a passionate regret was but slight. 
There is no proof whatever, nor any 
reason to saimiae, that any love pas- 
sages ever erdstedbetween Don Carlos 
and his step-mother. 

As to the process and the death of 
the Prince, the mystery has not yet 
been removed, and the field is atiU 
open to conjecture. It seems a thank- 
less task to grope in the dark after 
the truth at a variety of sources, when 
the truth really exists in tangible 
shape if profane hands could be laid 
upon it. The secret is buried in the 
bosom of the Vatican. Philip wrote 
two letters on the subject to Pius V. 
The contents of the first (2l8t Janu- 
ary 1568) ara known. He informed 
the Pontm that he had been obliged 
to imprison his son, and promised 
that he would, in the condu^ of the 
afiair, omit nothing which could be 
expected of a father and of a just and 
prudent king.’'' The second letter, in 
which he narrated, or is supposed to 
have narrated, the whole course of the 
tiagio proceedings, down to the death 
and burial of the Prince, has never yet 
been made pubhe. There are hopes 
that this secret missive, after three 
centuries of darkness mw soon see the 
light* 


As Philip generally told the truth 
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to |he Pope, it is probable that ihe 
8ecr|t> when once revealed, will con- ^ 
taiskhe veritable solution of the mys 
tetv Till that moment arrives, it 
seems idle to attempt^athoming the 
matter. Nevertheless, it may be well 
briefly to state the case as it BtaDds. 
A.S against the King, it rests upun nu 
impregnable, but certainly upon u- 
spectable authority. The Pnnee of 
Orange, in his famous Apolo^, calls 
Philip the murderer of lus wife and ot 
his son, and says that theie was proof 
of the facts m France ^ He alludes 
to the violent death of Carlos almost 
as if it were an indisputable truth. 

** As for Don Charles,” he says, " wa> 
he not our future sovereign! And u 
the father could allege against hia son 
fit cause for death, was it not rather 
for us to judge him than for three or 
four monhs or inquisitors of SpamT’^ 
The historian, P Matthieu, relates 
that Philip assembled his council of 
conscience; that they recommended 
meicy; that hereupon Philip gave 
the matter to the Inquisition, by 
which tnbunal Carlos was declared a 
heretic cn accccnt ci hia connesien 
with Protestants, and for his attempt 
against his fatberis life was condemned 
to death, and that the sentence waa 
executed by four slaves, two holding 
the arms, one the feet, while the 
fourth sb^gled him.* 

De Thou gives the following account 
of the transaction, havmg derived 


1 De Thou, V 436, liv. xUu 

* I am assured by M Gachard, that a copy 
of this importoQt letter js confidently ex- 
pected by the Commission Boyale d'^- 
toire 

* ** A cruollement meudri sa femme, fille 
at seurdesBoisdeFraDce! commej'exxtends 

qu’oD en a an France las informations 

sa fomma le^ime, mSrade deux filles TiaieB 
hSritieres d^B8pajgne.'*->Apologie. 34, sqq 
The part of tab accusation retire to the 
Queen is entirely disproved by the lettara of 
the Freneh envoy Fourquevaulx. Vido Von 
Baumer, Gesch. Euionas, in, 129>132, and 
Bist. Brlofe, i. lls-157 

* **Usi8 il a en dispense. De qui? du 
**PO dn Borne qui est tin Dieu eu terra. 
vBTtee crest ce quo ie eriA: car le Dieu du 

I’miroit jaimus acoorda — voiVt 
h Mtfi adjoustfi h cea hombles 
pr&Mtttfis un cruel pameide, le 
ps»8 tteurdrisasflt inhumAiiiement eon en- 


fant et son harltier, affin quo -psir ce moten 
le Paoe out overture de di:ipenbO d'un si eA- 
ficrable zncesto Si doncq nous disona qus 
nnus rcuettons lo gouvemement d’uu tol roi 
incebtueuB, paincide et meurrtner do oi 
femmo, qm nous pouiroit accuser justc- 
meatT—~- Quant h Don Charic^, n’estoibil 
pas notra seigneur futur et ma«stre pro- 
Bumptif? Et SI le pere pouvoii^aUe^er 
contre sou fils cause idoine de mort, eatoit 
ce point h nous qui avions tant d’mterest, 
plustoth le jugor, quli trols ou quatre monies 
ou Xnquisiiours a'&paigne?"-^Apologie, 
33, 66 

* Hist de France et des choses m6nior* 
ablee adveuues aux provmoes €traiJgereB 
durant sept aunfies de pair (Puis, 1606). 
15PS-1604 Compare the admirable article 
by the histonaa Ranke; **Zur Geschichie 
dee Don Carlos (Ana d^ 46tep Baade der 
Wiener Jahrbficher der Littoraturbeaoc^rt 
sbgedruokt). Wlea. 1829. Carl Gerold. 









i daay <A his details {rom tLe oral 
fr gffWTnimifla taOPft of XiOUis de Poi^^ 
ISnlip imagined that his soa was 
about to escape from Spain, £wd to 
his way to the Isetheii^ds. 
The P^pg also beheved himself m 
danger of assassmation from Cai}^)8, 
his chief endesce l«ing thdt the 
Prince always carried pistols m the 
pockets of his loose breeches. As 
Carlos wished alwajs to be alone at 
mght withont any domestic in hib 
ch^ber, De Pom had arranged for 
him a set of pulleys, by means of 
which he could open or shut hi<( door 
without n&ing from his bi.*d. He al- 
ways slept with two pistols and two 
drawn swoids under his pillow, and 
had two loaded arquebusses ma ward- 
robe close at hand. These remaikable 
precautions would seem rather to in- 
dicate a profound fear ofbemg himself 
assassinated ,* but th^ were nevertbe- 
iess supposed to justify Philip's sus- 
picions, that the Infante was meditat- 
ing parricide. On Christinas eve, how- 
ever (1567), Don Carlos told his con- 
fessor that he had determined to loll 
a man. The priest, in consequence, 
refused to admit bimto the communion 
The Prince demanded, at least, a wafer 
which was not consecrated, in order 
that he might seem to the people to 
be participatmg in the sacnvuicnt. 
The confeasor declined the proposal, 
and, immediately repairm^ to the 
King, nairated the whole stoiy. 
Phihp esclauncd that he was himself 
Ihe TTian whom the Prince intended to 
Irillj but that measures should bo 
foriwith taken to prevent such a 
desigu The monarch then consulted 
the Holy Office of the Inquisition, 


and the resolution was taken to azrest 
his son. De Foiz was compelled to 
alter the puU^s of the door to the 
Pnnee s chamber m such a manner 
that it could be opened without the 
usual noise, which was almost sure 
to awaken him. At midnight, accord- 
ingly, Count Lerma entered the room 
so stealthily that the arms were all 
removed from the Prince's pillow and 
ihe wardrobe, without awakening the 
bleeper. Philip, Ruy Gomez, the 
Duke de Fena, and two other nobles, 
then noisclcsbiy crept into the apart- 
ment. Carlos still ^ept so profoundly 
that it was necessary for Lerma to 
shake him violontJy l»y the arm before 
he could be aroused. Starting from his 
sleep in the dead of night, and seeing 
hib father thus accompanied, before his 
bed. ihe Prince cned out that he was a 
dead man, and earnestly besought the 
hyblanders to make an end of him at 
once. Philip asbured him, however, 
that he was not come to him, but 
to chastise him paternally, and to re- 
call him to his duly. He then read 
him a serious lecture, caus^ him to 
rise from his bed, took away his ser- 
vants, and placed him under guaxd.^ 
He was made to array hims^ in 
mourning habilimentsi, and to sleep on 
a truckle bed. The Prince was in 
despair. Hesoonmadevariousattempts 
upon his own life. He threw himself 
mto the fire, Imt was rescued by his 
guards, witbihis clothes all in flames. 
He passed several days without iaJriniy 
any food, and then ate so many patties 
of minced meat that he nearly died of 
indigestion. He was also said to have 
attempted to choke himself with a 
diamond, and to have been prevented 


1 It IS surprising that the lUustnoua his- 
torian Rank^ to whose pamphlet on this 
auh]cctwe areunderdeepoDhgahons, should 
undeiralue the testimony of this personage. 
He p illw him, **a certain Foix, who had 
known the I^moe and had arranged the 
lock of his door,” adding, that “the evidence 
of a man beloiigmg o^y to an Infenor class 

of society is of coune not coDcluuve.** “Das 

Zeugmss ernes Meuschon der nur Cinem un- 
tergeordneten Kreise der Oesellschnft angc- 
hfirte reicht wte nch versteht nicht avis.'*) 
Certainly one wouU suppose the man from 
♦■Mw oontesnptnous notice, amere locksmith 
Sven bad be been but a meobaiuc, his testi- 
mony would seem to us much more valu- 


able m such an nge of dissimulation than if 
be liad been a prime minister, a cardinal, or 
a king ; alwa;ra supposing that he testified 
to things within ms knowledge. Iiouis de 
Foix was no mechanic, however,' but a cele- 
brated enmnecr. a native of Fam, the orchi- 
toct of the palace and monastery of the 
Esconal, and the inventor of the machmeiy 
by which the water of the Tagus waa cairied 
to the highest parts of the city of Toledo. 
On his return to Franco, he distinguished 
bimaelf by construotipg a new harbour at 
Bayonne, and by other works of pubUo ntU 
lity. Certainly it is hardly thir to depreciate 
the BtatememtS of such man upon ttm 
ground of lus Infonon^ iiilBooial pemtioa^^ 
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liy bis gosrd; to hove filled bis bed 
wiibiee; to bore sat in cold draughts; 
to baTe gone eleven days witbciut food, 
the last method being, as one rrould 
think, sufficiently thorough, Philip, 
therefore, seeing his son thus despe- 
rate, consulted once more mth the 
Holy Office, and came to the decision 
that it was better to condemn him 
legitimately to death than to permit 
him to die by his own hand. In order, 
however, to save appearances, the 
order was secretly earned into esecu- 
tion. Don Carlos was made to swallow 
poison in a bowl of broth, of which he 
died in a few hours. This was at the 
commencement of his twenty-third 
year. The death was concealed for 
several months, and was not made 
public till after Alva’s victory at Jem- 
mingen.^ 

Such was the account drawn up by 
De Thon from the oral communica- 
tions of De Poir, and from other 
sources not indicated. Certainly, such 
a narrative is far from being entitled 
to implicit credence. The historian 
was a contemporary, but he was not 
in Spain, and the engineer’s testimony 
is, of course, not entitled to mum 
consideration on the subject of the 
process and the execution (if there 
were an execution); although con- 
clusive as to matters which had been 
within his personal knowledge. For 
the rest, all that it can be said to 
establish is the existence^f the gene- 
ral rumour, that Carlos came to his 
death by foul means and in conse- 
quence of advice ^ven by the Inqui- 
^tion. 

On the other hand, in all the letters 
written at the period by persons in 
Madrid most likely, from their posi- 
tion, to know the truth, not a syllable 
has been found in confirmation of the 
violent death said to have been sufiered 
by Carlos.* Secretary Erasso, the 


r De TUou, v , liv xliii 430-137. 
s alien dieeen Bclirciben,'' eaya 

**80 veraohledener Hcnschcn habe 
lah niemols auch nur eine leiao Audoutung 
y ea e lnem Bduaftlichen odor raUndUebon 
BpraSbo^ nirgends siitb nur eino gonagu 
p pyo anejner mwaltosmen HerbellUbrung 
mosoe Todos garumden. Sie wiooen nelcaebr 
jvr 'TO# elnem sebr etdclarlioben 
Venauie der Krankboit, auf wolcUe eia lua- 
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papal nuncio Castagna, the Venetian 
envok Cavalli, all express a conviction 
that we death of the Prince luul baen 
brouwt about by his own extravagant 
condfet and mental e^itement; Iq 
oltemataons of starving and voraciom 
eating^ by throwing himself into the 
fire, by icing his bed, and by siinilai 
acts of desperation. FTearly every 
writer alludes to the incident of the 
refusal of the priest to admit Carloe 
to communion upon the ground of hU 
confessed deadly hatred to an indiri- 
dual whom all supposed to be tli 
King. It was also universally believe I 
that Carlos meant to kill his fatlioi 
The nuncio asked Spinosa (then Pre 
sident of Castile) if this report were 
true. “If nothing more were to be 
feared,’* answered the priest, '* ti.e 
King would protect himself by other 
measures, hut the matter was worse, 
if worse could be." * The King, however, 
summoned all the foreign diplovKitir 
hudy, and assured them that the itey 
teas false.* After his arrest, the Prince, 
according to Castagna, attempted vor' 
ous means of suicide, abstaining, at 
last, many days from food, and dying 
in consequence, “discoursing, upon 
his deathbed, giuvely and like a man 
of sense.’’® 

The historian Cabrera, official pane- 
gyrist of Philip the Second, speaks ol 
the death of Carlos as a natural oiio, 
but leaves a dark kind of mysteiy 
about the symptoms of his disease 
He states, that the Prince was tiicii 
and condemned by a commission or 
junta, consisting of Spinosa, Ruj 
Gomez, and the Licentiate Virvieeia, 
but that he was carried off by an ill- 
ness, the nature of which he does not 
describe.® 

Llorent found nothing in the records 
of the Inquisition to prove that the 
Holy Office had ever condemned the 
Prince or instituted any process agatet 


turhriieB VoTsobeidcn folgto,” — ^SSur Gesub- 
iabte. eto. 

* Banke Zur OaselilchteL etc 

* Ibid 

s ** Foro ohe pntjia sempre pareva cbo nd 
Buo parlar diceaso cose von e m poco ibndo- 
mento et allora principio a disoorrere grave- 
meats e dl huomo prudente,”— ^Zor Geech 
iohtew etc., 20. 

® Oabrero. Pellpe ol Prudente, Ult. viil 
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him. He Btates that he was condemned Whenever the letter to Pius Y. eeea 
by a commission, but that hedie4 of a the light, it will appear whether the 
sickness which supervened. Iff must sacrifice which the monarch thus made 
be coniessed that the illness wosw con- to his Ood proceeded beyond the im- 
venient one, |nd that such diseajes are prisonment and condemnation of his 
very apt to attack individuals whom son, or was completed by the actual 
tyrants are disposed to remow from immolation of the victim, 
their path, while desirous, at the same With reg.ard to the Piince himsell^ 
time, to save appearances. It would it is very certain that, if he had lived, 
certainly be presumptuous to accept the realms of the Spanish crown would 
impliciUy the narrative of De Thou, have numbered one tyrant more, 
which is hterally followed by Hoofd,* Carlos from his earliest youth, was re- 
and by many modem writers. Ou the markable for the ferocity of his cha- 
other hand, it would bo an exaggerar racter. The Emperor Charles was 
tion of historical scepticism to absolve highly pleased with him, then about 
Philip fiom the murder of his sou, fourteen years of sge, upon their first 
solely upon negative testimony. The intci-view after the abdication He 
people about couit did not believe in flattered hunself that the lad bod in- 
the crime. They saw no proofs of it hciitcd his own martial genius together 
Of course, they saw none. Philip would with his name. Carlos took much in- 
take good care that there should he tirest in his grandfather’s account of 
none 5 lie had made up his mind that I his various battles, but when the flight 
the death of the Prince should be con- 1 fiom Innspnick was narrated, he re 
sidered a natural one. An A prior/ pealed many times, with much vehe 
argument, which omits the character mence, that ho never would have fled; 
of the suspected culprit, aud the ex- to which position he adhered, notwith- 
traordinoiy circumstances of time and etanding all the arguments cd &e Em- 
place, is not satisfactory. Philip tho- peror, and very much to his amuse- 
rouglily understood the husmeas of ment.* The young Prince was always 
seciet midnight murder. We shall fond of soldiets, and listened eagerly 
soon have occasion to relate the elabo- to di,scour5es of n ar. He was in the 
rate and ingenious method by which habit also of recording the names of 
tho assassination of Montigny w as ac- any mihtary persons who, according to 
complished and kept a piofound secret custom, frequently made oflers of their 
from the whole world, until the lettere services to the lioir apparent, and of 
of the royal a-ssassiti, after 4hree cen- , caii«mg tlinm to t-ake a solemn oath to 
till ies’ repose, weie exhumed, and the I keep their 'S'lig.agements.® No other 
foul mystery revealed. Philip was indications of warlike talent, howeiw, 
capable of any crime. Moreover, in | have been preserved concerning him. 
his letter to his aunt, Queen Catharine “ lie was crafty, ambitious, cruel, 
of Portugal,* he istinctly declares violent," says the envoy Soriano, "a 
himself, hka Abraham, prepared to go ]i.ater of buffoons, a lover of soldierB."^ 
all len^hs in obedience to tho Lori His natuial ciuclty seems to have been 
“ I have chosen in this matter,” he remarkable from his boyhooi After 
said, “ to make the eacnjice to Qod of his return from the chase, he was in 
my otfa fleih and blood, and to prefer the b.abit of cutting tho throats of 
His service and the universal welfare hares and other animals, and of amus- 
to all other human considerations.”* ing himself with their dying oonvul- 

1 NederL Iliat , 179, ISO uinanna," etc etc —Letter of Philip, apnd 

* And not tho Empress, wife of Moziml- C.ihrtni, vil xxii 47j V lib vm 405-fiOI. 

lian II , os stated by Cabrera, who publishes * '* Et egli In colcra rsitsro con mao' 

tho Isttar of Jamuiy 21, 1568 (I vii c xxil welia o nso di S If. e de cireonstsct sBk 
475) Banks hna connoted this error — Zur egb mat non sarebbe fuggito.— Badowa 
Qeschicbte des Don Carlos, etc ^ 

s <• Mas en fin yo a quendo baser en cala ‘ Badovaro MS 
psrte Bocnficio a Bios da mi propna cams I • ” B aniuipsiv accorlo. crUMlfc amfWl M ft 
■sngre, i proferir eu semoio i el beneflcio i aumioieeimo di bufibiUl s s s I nU s u no at.sol- 
tsen umvoraal k las otras cousidcracioues dati ” — Surlano i' 
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mons.’ He aleo frequently took plea- 
Bvire in lossting them alive.* He once 
leceiTed a preeent of a very lai^ge snake 
from Bome person who seemed to un- 
derstand bow to please this remarkable 
yormg Prince, After a time, however, 
the favourite reptile bit its master's 
linger, whereupon Don Carlos immedi- 
ately retaliated by biting off its head.* 

He was excessively angry at the 
suggestion that the prince who was ex- 
pected to spring from his father’s mai^ 
riage with the English Queen, would 
one day reign over the Netherlands, 
and swore he would challenge him to 
mortal combat in order to prevent such 
an infringement of his nghta. Eis 
father and grandfatherwershoth highly 
diverted with this manifeetation of 
spirit,* hut it was not decreed that 
the world should witness the execution 
of these fraternal intentions against the 
babe which was never to be bom. 

Ferocity, in abort, aeema to have 
been the leading oharacteristio of 
the unhappy Carloa. HU preceptor, 
a man of learning and ment, who waa 
called "the honourable John,”* tried 
to mitigate this excessive ardour of 
, temperament by a course of Cicero de 
I Officiis, which he read to him daily.* 
I Neither the eloquence of TuUy, how- 
ever, nor the precepts of the bonour- 
I able John, made the least impreesdon 
upon this very savage nature. As he 
grew older ho did not grow wiser nor 
I more gentla He was preq^turely and 
grossly licentious. All the money 
which, as a boy, he was allowed, he 
spent upon women of low character, 
and when ha was penniless, he gave 
them his ebams, hia medals, even the 
clothes from his hack.* He took plea- 
sure in afironting respectable females 
when he met them in the streets, in- 
sulting them by the coarsest language 

1 Strada, vlil SIX 

* "Dimastra di haver an ammo fiero, at 
tim U effetti aha si raccontavano imo k che 
alle volte aha da la cacola li veniva portato 
lepre o eimiU ammale, si diletta di veder li 
asioaUtl vlvL"— Badovaro Ua 

* " Et eaaendo li douato una blacia scodo- 
tella multo giande, et eaaa haveudo h dato 
un moraoS uuditoegUlubitameiiteoodsatl 
G3i apUeo la testa.” — Ibid. 

* aomma ahegrezEa Intbao "—Ibid. 

w n g xkovaliiato Vbooo* 


and gestures.* Being ci-uel, cunning, 
fierce and licentious, ha seemed to 
oomGIpe many of the worst qualities of 
a lunltio. ^at he probably was one 
is thfiest defence which can be offered 
for bis conduct. In attempting to offer 
violentm to a female, while he waa at 
the un^ersity of Alcalk, he feU down 
a stone etaircaae, from which cause he 
was laid up for a long time with a 
severely wounded bead, and was sup 
posed to have injured lua brain.* 

The tralta of ferocity recorded of 
him during his short life are so nume- 
rous that humanity can hai-dlydesne 
that it should have been prolonged A 
few drops of water having once fallen 
upon his head from a window, as he 
passed through the street, he gave 
peremptory craers to his guard to burn 
the house tothegroimd,andtoputev. ly 
one of its inhabitants to the swoid. 
The soldiers went forthwith to execute 
the order, hut, more humane than thei r 
master, retumed with the excuse tb.it 
the holy sacrament of the Viatiouni 
had that moment been carried into the 
house. This appeal to the superstition 
of the Prince succeaafuUy auapended 
the execution of the crime which his 
inconceivable malignity had contem- 
plated.’'’ On another occasion, a noble- 
man, who slept near hia chamber, 
failed to answer bis bell on the inatant. 
Springing upon his dilatory attendant, 
as soon asjie made his appearance, the 
Prince seized him in his arms and nar 
about to throw him from the windoir, 
when the cnee of the unfortunate 
chamherlain attracted attention, and 
procured a reacue.” 

The Cardinal Eapinoza had once at 
cidentally detained at bis palace an 
actor who waa to perform a favourite 
part by express command of Hon 
Carloa Furious at tbia deteition, 

rate Giovanni, one e dl quelli bell eoatunij 
che si poBsano desiderar in alcun aitxo spaii- 
nuolo "—Ibid. 

* Bodovuro MS. * lUd. 

* BnntSme (ii^), U. 117. 

* Hoord, V 179. Couipai'e Strada, i 218 
See also ** Bcladon de lo aueedido en la eii- 
fenuedod del Principe, nuectro S^ot, por e.' 
Doctor Olivare^ medico de eu csmiura.”— 
Pspiera d‘£tat de Graavelle, vL 687, sqq. 

u Csbrem, 11b. viS. c. zzii p. 470. 
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tbe Piiuce took tke priest by tbe throat 
os soon as he presented himself mt the 
palacsj and plucking his dagg^t from 
its shkith, swore, by the soul (of his 
father, that ke would take his life on 
tbe spot. The grand inquisitor fell on 
Ills knees and begged for mercy, but it 
is probable that the entrance of the 
King alone saved his life.^ 

Ttoe was often something ludicrous 
mingled with the atrocious in these 
ungovernable explosions of wiath. Bon 
Pedro lllanuel, his rhamberlam, had 
once, by his command, ordered a pair 
of boots to be made for the Piince. 
■When brought heme, they were, unfor- 
tunately, too tight. The Piince, after 
vainly endeavouring to pull them on, 
fell into a blazing passion. He swore 
that it was the fault of Don Pedro, 
who always wore tight boots himself, 
but he at the same time protested that 
hiB father was really at the bottom of 
the affair. He gave the young noble- 
iiian a box on the ear for thus conspir- 
ing with the King against his comfort, 
and then ordered the boots to be 
chopped into httle pieces, stewed, and 
seasoned. Then sending for the cul- 
piit shoemaker, he ordeied him to eat 
his own boots, thus converted into a 
pottage; and with this punishment the 
unfortunate mechanic, who had thought 
his life forfeited, was sufficiently glad 
to comply * ^ 

Even the puissant Alva could not 
escape bis violence. Like all the men 
in whom his father reposed confidence, 
the Duke was odious to the heir appa- 
rent. Don Carlos detested him with 
the whole force of his little soul. He 
bated him as only a viituous person 
deserved to he hated by such a ruffian. 
The heir apparent had taken the 
Keth^Iands under his patronage. He 
had even fomicd the design of repair- 
ing secretly to the provmces, and could 
not, therefore, disguise his wrath at 
the appointment of the Duke. It is 
doubtful whether the eountry would 
ha ve benefited by the gratification of 

i Cabrera, ubi sup 

* Ibid., vu. 170. nrantOme; art Fhihppe 
U , h. US. 

s Cabrera, hb. vli. o. zm 142, 113. 

4 Ha la testa di gxaiidosza sproTOHiou- 
sta al corpo, di polo nero et di debtfie cuju- 
plosBione.^' — Bodovaro US. 


his wishes. It is possible that the 

E ranks of so malignant an ape might 
ave been even moremiscluevousf£m 
the concentrated and vigorous tyranny 
of an Alva. When the new Captain- 
Qeneral called, before his departure, to 
pay his respects to the Iiffonte, the 
Duke seemed, to his surprise, to have 
suddenly entered the den of a wild 
beast. Don Carlos sprang upon him 
with a howl of fuiy, brandishing a 
dagger in his hand. He uttered re- 
proaches at having been defrauded of 
the Ketherlaud government. He swore 
that Alva should never accomplish bis 
mission, nor leave bis presence alive. 
He was proceeding to make good the 
threat with Ms poniard, w hen the Duke 
closed with him. A violent struggle 
succeeded. Both rolled together ou 
the ground, the Prince biting and 
stiikmghke a demoniac, the Duke de- 
fendmg himself as w ell as he w as able, 
without attempting his adversary’s 
life. Before the combat was decidedt 
the approach of many persona put at 
end to the disgraceful scene.^ As de- 
cent a veil as possible was thrown ovoi 
the tiansactioD, and the Duke departed 
on his mission. Before the end of the 
year, the Prmce was in the prisou 
whence he never came forth alive. 

The figure of Don Carlos was as mis- 
sbapen as bis mind. His head was dis- 
pro{i»itionately laige, his hmbs weii 
rickctj , on(^ shoulder was Mglier, one 
leg longer than the other.4 With fea- 
tuics lesemhling those of his father, 
hut with a Bwaithy instead of a fair 
conipleMon, with an expression of 
countenance both fierce and foolish, 
and with a chaiacter such as we have 
sketched it, upon the evidence of those 
who knew him well, it is indeed strange 
that he should ever have been tr.aus. 
formed by the magic of poetiy into a 
romantic hero. As cruel and cuiming 
as his father, os mad as his great-grand- 
mother, he has left a name which not 
even his dark and mysterious &te con 

ren der inteie °ting. 

*' bo belie a simile al padre di facma e iiero 
dissimil dl costumi * — Biinano US 
"Carolus, pnetcr colorem et CMillum, 
ceterum corpora mendosus; quippenumetti 
elatior et hbik altetft loi^r eai, nee mmui 
deboDestameDtum oh indole iSnei et otyg 
lumaci.”— Stradis x. NW. 




CHAPTER it 

Owidniicd and excesaird barbarity of th« govemmea^Ezecution of Antony van Straa.on, 
of ** Red-Bod*' Spolle^Tho Pnnco of Orango advind hii German fm^da to remain 

quiet— Heroic aontiraonta of Orange— His rcbgioua opinions — eSO^ in favour of 
toleration— Hia fervent piety— Hie pubUc correspond^ce vnib the Emperor— Hie •* Ju^. 
tifieation," his ** Warning, " and other papers cbarectmsed— The Ftioee, with a consider 
able army, crosses the Rhine— Passage of the Meuse at Stoefaem— lie offers battle to 
— Determination of the Duke to avoid on engugemtfit — Comparison of his jircsent 
eituatlon wito previous position In Fne^and— Masterly tactics of the Duke— ^r- 
minh on the Gets— Doihat of the Oraglsts — De^th of Hoogstraaten— function with Oonlis 
— tAdhennce of Alva to his origin^ plan — ^Tho Pnnea crosses tbs itontior oi France— 
Conrespondence between Charles IZ and Omngc— The patriot army disbanded at Stra'?* 
burg— Comments by QranveUe upon the position of tl\e Pnnco — -Tnumpbant attitude of 
Alva— Festivities at Bni^sele— Colossal stable of Alva erected by himself In Antwcr^i 
Citadd. — Interc^ion of the Empoior with Philip— Memorial of sue Electors to the Knt- 
peroi^Mission of the Archduke Charles to Spam — Ills negotiations with Philip— Fiihl'c 
and pnvate correspondence between the &ng end Emperor — ^DnpUcity of ^laximilinn— 
Abrupt ccntolusion to &e intervention— Grtuivelle's suggestions to Phuip coucemmg the 
treaty of Pnssau. 

Thb Duke having thus crushed the pro- that even the Blood-Council, in send- 
ject of Count Louis, and quelled the ing hia case to Alva for his sentence, 
insurrection in Fncaland, returned in were inspired by a humane feebng 
triumph to Brussels, Far from soft- They felt so much compunction at the 
esied by the success of his arms, he impending fate of a man who, 
renewed with fresh energy the b*ncn- other meritorious acta, hod furnished 
cry which, for a brief season, had been nearly all the fimds for the brilliant 
suspended dui'hig hia brilliant cam- campaign m Picardy, by which the 
paign in the north. The altars again opening years of Phihp's reign had bee^i 
smoked with victims; tho hanging, illa*)trated, as to hint at the propriety 
burning, drowning, beheading, seeined of a pardon/ But the recommend ^ 
destined to be the perpetual course of tion to mercy, though it came froic 
bis adminiatraiioD, so long as human the lips of tigers, dripping with humna 
bocQes reiusuned on which his fanatic^ blood, fell unheeded on the tyrant’s cai 
vengeance could be wreaked.^ Four It seemed meet that the man who hiil 
men of eminence were executed soon supplied the neiwes of war in that unfui- 
after his return to the capital. They given senes of triumphs, should share 
had previdusly suffered ^ch intense the fate of the hero who had won thii 
puniuunent on the rack, that H was laurels.^ 

necessavy to carry them to the scaiTold Hundreds of obscure martyrs now 
and bind them upon chairs, that they followed in the same jiath to nnr>ther 
might be beheaded/ These four sul- world, where surely they deserved to 
ferenwere, a Fnaian nobleman named find their recompense, if steadfast ad- 
Galena, the secretaries of Egmont and herenee to their faith, and a tranqurl 
Horn, Bakkerzeel and La Loo, and the trust m God, amid toHures and d^atli 
I distinguiahedBurgomaster of Antwerp, too horrible to be related, had ever 
1 Antony van Straalen. The arrest of found favour above. The “ Ked-Uod,’* 
the three last-mentAoned individuals, as the provost of Brabant was popularly 
simultaneously with that of the two designated, was never idle. He fiew 
Counts, has been related in a previous from village to village throughout the 
chapter. In the case of Van Straalen, province, executing the bloody behesto 
the aervicea rendered by him to the of his masters with congenial alacrity.'^ 
provinces during hia long and honour- Nevertheless, his career was soon des- 
ejble career, had been so remarkable, 1 tined to close upon the same scaffold 



where lie Lad BO long oliSciated. Partly 
from caprice, partly from an uncom- 
promiong and f antarac sense oi j-j^ce, 
^ master now hanged the execoiioner 
whose indnstrf had been so unjiring 
The s^ience'Vhieh was alBsed to his 
breast, as he satfered, stated |^at he 
had been guilty of much malpractice; 
that he had executed many persons 
without; a warrant, and had suSered 
many guilty persons, for a bribe, to 
escape their doom.^ The reader can 
jud^ which of the two clauses consti- 
tute the most ■niffimcnt teas; m. 

During all these triumphs of Alva, 
the Prince of Orange h.td net losa his 
Bclf-posec-ssioa, One after another, each 
of his bold. skiliuily-coneeiTcd, and care- 
fuliy-prejiared plans had faded, Villeis 
had been entirely disioinSted at D.i!- 
hem, Cocquerille had been cut to^uecos 
in Picardy, and now the valiant and 
experienced Louis had met with an 
entire overthrow in Friesland, The 
brief success of the patriots at neiliger- 
Lee hod been washed out in the blood- 
torrents of Jemmingen. Tyranny was 
more triumphant, the provinces more 
timi;.ily crouclimg, than ever. Phe 
friends on whom 'W'llham of Orange 
lehed in Germany, never enthusiast.: 
in his cause, although many of them 
true-hearted and liberal, n< w grew e Id 
and anxious. For months long, his 
most faithful and aiTeccicnite alLe^, 
such Jiicn -3 the Elector r£ St-se, and 
tbeDuheof lVirt.mlt.rg.aaVi ell as the 
lets trustworthy Aug istus cf Sax,.ny, 
had eame.stly esrircsscJ their ■ pinion 
that, under the circumstances, his best 
course was to sit still and watch the 
course of events. 

It was tnown that the emperor hid 
written an urgent letter to Philip on 
the subject of his policy in the fv ether- 
landsem general, and concemiiig the 
position of Orange in particular. .Ail 
persons, from the Emperor down to 
the pettiest potentate, seemed now of 
opinion that the Prince had better 

1 Bor. T S9», m. Hoofd, v. 191 

9 Coirespoiidaiice da Fhibppe 11 , ii 7S6 
ArclUTCs at CorrospondsiLce, uL ISO-lSo, 
144, 14t. 214-219. 

s Corrcspondanca da GuiUaniDe !c Tarit., 
lit 1-19. Aiuhives at CorrespouJano^ in 
ISO, at sqq. 


pause; tliat he was, indeed, buimd to 
wait issue of that remonstrance ^ 
“Tour highness must sit still," raid 
Landgrave William. “ Tour highness 
must sit still," raid Augustus of Sax- 
ony, " You muat move neither hand 
nor foot in the cause of the perishing 
provinces,” said the Emperor. “ Not 
a soldier — horse, foot, or dragoon — 
shall be levied within the empire. If 
you violate the peace of the realm, and 
embroil us with our excellent brother 
and cousin Philip, it is at your own 
penh Yon have nothing to do bnt to 
keep qmet and await his answer to our 
leiter"® But the Prince know how 
much effect his sitting still would pro- 
duce upon the cause of liberiy and re- 
ligion. He knew how much effect the 
Emperor's letter was like to have upon 
the heart of Philip He knew that the 
more impenetrable the darkness now 
gathering over that land of doom which 
he Lad dec oted his life to defend, the 
more urgently wae he forbidden to turn 
his face array from it in its affliction. 

It was about this time that a deep 
change came over his mind. Hitherto, 
although nonrinal^'attachedtothecom- 
munion of the ancient Cihuroh, his 
course of life an I liabits of mind bad 
mt led him to deal very eamesUy with 
things beyond the world. The severe 
dat!.3, the grave character of the cause 
to which his days were hencefoith to 
be dcToieil. had already led him to a 
closer m-jjfcet.. n of the essential attri- 
butes of Chri3ti.rnity. Ho was now 
enn lied for hfe .is a soldier of the He- 
form.rtion.4 The Itefurmanon was 
henceforth his iitherland, the sphere 
of his duty and his affection. The re- 
ligioiis Reformers became his brethren, 
whether m Fnince, Germany, the He- 
thcrUnds, or England. Yet his mind 
had taken a higher flight than that of 
the most eminent Eeformers. Ifis goal 
w-is nut a new doctrine, but rcllgiou. 
liberty. In an age when to think was 
a enme, and when bigotry and a perse- 

* The Prince wont into the Heformed wor- 
ship stop by step, and it was not untfl tha 
23d October 1373, ttab ho publicly attended 
commuiuon at a Calvinist meeting, but 
where is nc^ meutionod.’’ — aqde Van Vryn 
op Wagenaer, ti. 73, an I Van der "Widl Pri- 
vilcgie van Boi t, bh 149r Na T, -aB. 
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satmg spiiit dbamcteriaed Bomanists 
and Iji^eraaSi Calvinista and Zwin- 
glians, lifi bad dared to announce free- 
dom of conscience as Uie great object 
for wbicb noble natures abould strire. 
In on age when toleration was a rice, 
be bad the manhood to cultivate it as 
a virtue. Hie parting advice to the 
Befonueis of the Ketherlaade, nrhen be 
left them for a season in the spniig of 
1567, was to sink 'all lesser di&renccs 
in reiigiooB union. iTbose of the Augs- 
burg Confession and those of the Cal- 
vinistic Church, in their own opinion 
as incapable of commingling as oil and 
water, were, in his judgment, capable of 
friendly aimlgamalaon.^ He appealed 
(doqnentiy to the good and influential 
of ml parties to unite in one common 
cause against oppression. £ven wbile 
favouring daily moieand more the cause 
of the puiifled Church, and becoming 
daily more alive to the corruption of 
Home, he was yet willing to tolerate 
all forms of worship, and to leave rea- 
son to combat error. 

AVithout a particle of cant or tonati- 
ciem, he bad become a deeply religious 
man. Hitherto be had been only a 
man of the world, and a statesman, 
but from tins time forth he began 
calmly to rely upon God’s providence 
in all tbe emergencies of his eventful 
life. Bib letters written to his most 
confidential friends, to be read only by 
tbemselvee, and which have been gazed 
upon by no other eyes ud^ after the 
lapse of nearly three centunes, abun- 
dantly prove his sincere and simple 
trust. This sentiment was not assumed 
for eflect to delude others, but cherished 
as a secret support for himself. His 
religion was not a cloak to his designs, 
but a consolation in his disasters. In 
his letter of instruction to his most 
confidential agent, John Bazius, while 
ho declared himself frankly in favour 
of the Protestant principles, he espress- 
od his ertrema repugnance to the per- 
secution of Catholics. "Should we 
, obtain power over any city or cities," he 
wrote , " let communitieH of Papists 


be as much respected and protected an 
posB»le. Let them be overcome, not 
by vmlence, hut with gentle-minded- ^ 
ness m& virtoons treatment." > After 
the torrible diaaster at tfemmingen, he 
had wntten to Louis, consohng him, m 
the moat affectionate language, for the 
unfortunate reault of his campaign. 
Kot a word of reproach escaped from 
him, although his brother had conduct- 
ed the operations in jEMesland, after 
the battle of Heiliger-Lee^ in amaoiie! 
quite contrary to hU own advice, lie 
had counselled against a battle, and had 
foretold a defeat; but after the battle 
had been fought, and a crushing defeat 
sustained, his language breathed only 
unwavering submission to the will of 
God, and continued confidence m hiy 
own oouiage, “ You may be well 
assured, my brother,” he wiotc, “that 
I have never felt an^hing more keenly 
than the pitiable misfortune which bai 
happened to you, for many reosom 
which you can easily imagme. Moie 
over. It hinders us much in the leiy 
which we are making, and has greatly 
chilled the hearts of those who other 
wise would have been ready to give iis 
assistance. HevertheleBB, since ith,i- 
thus pleased God, it is necessary to ha\ c 
paticnoe, and to lose not courage; con- 
foi niing ourselTes to His divme will, as 
for my part I hare determmed to do in 
everything which may happen, still 
proceeding onward in our work with 
his Almighty aid." * Soerit tranquitti's 
in undia, he was never more placid than 
when the storm was wildest, and the 
night darkest He drew his cozisol<i- 
tioua and refreshed his courage at the 
never-failmgfountains of Hivine mercy. 

“ I go to-morrow,” he wrote to the 
unworthy Anna of Saxouy; "but when 
I shall return, or when 1 shall sq^you, 

1 cannot, on my honour, tell you with 
certainty. I hare resolved to place 
myself in the hands of the Almighty, 
that he may guide me whither it is Hu 
good pleasure that 1 should go. I set 
well HMwgh that / a/nt destined to past 
this life in misery and labour^ with whxck 


1 Wugnaar, Yaderl. Bist , vl S 27 , 2 gs. 
ua. 138. . 

. .. -“"ht moedldlwyt eade deuchtsajn- 
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I /am im 2I emICnt, it Haa pUata 
ft< Omnipotent, for I know that I^ya 
merited bUU g^ter chastisemei^. I 
only implore Him graciously tose Idme 
itiengOi to endure with patienca*’^ 

In Hay 1568, the Emperor Hfaimi- 
lian had formally issued a reqinsition 
to the Prince of Orange to lay down 
. his arms, and to desist from all leries 
I and machinations against the King of 
[ Spain and tlie peace of the realm. This 
' Bummons he was commanded to obey 
on pain of forfeiting all rights, fiefs, 
' tmwegee, and endowments bestowed 
by imperial hands on himself, or his 
predecessors, and of incurring the hea- 
viest disgrace, punishment, and penal- 
ties of the Empire. * 

To this document the Prince replied 
in August, having paid in the mean- 
time but little heed to its precepts. 
Now that the Emperor, who at first 
was benignant, had begun to frown on 
his undertakmg, he did not slacken in 
his own endeavours to set his army on 
foot. One by one those among the 
piinces of the empire who had been 
most stanch in his cause, and were still 
most friendly to his person, grew colder 
as tyranny became stronger; but the 
ardour of the Prince was not more 
thdled by their despair than by the 
overthrow at Jemmingeu, which had 
been its cause. In August, be arutweicd 
the letter of the Emperor, respectfully 
but warmly He still denounced the 
tyranny of Alva and the arts of Grau- 
vclle with that vigorous eloquence 
which was always at his command, 
while, as usual, he maintained a show 
of almost exaggerated respect for their 
monar^ It was not to be presumed, 
he said, that his Majesty, " a kmg de- 
bonair and bountiful,” had ever lutend- 
ed such jiruelties as those which had 
been rapidly retraced in the letter, but 
it was certam that the Duke of Alva 
had committed them all of his own 
authority. He trusted, moreover, that 
the Emperor, after he had read the 
"Justification” which the Prince had 
recently published, would appreciate 
1 Aicbives. etc,, de la Maison dOnuige 
Nassau, in. 8S7-S31. 

a See the letter in Gacbaid, Correspon- 
daiice de Ouilleume le Tacit., iii. 1-6. 

a Ibid., ill. f-lB. 


the reason for his taking up arms Ho 
hoped that his Majesty would now con- 
rider the resistance just, Christian, and 
conformable to the public peace. He 
expressed the belief that rather than 
interpose any hindrance, his Majesty 
would thenceforih rather render assist- 
ance " to the poor and desolate Chris- 
tians,” even as it was hia Majesty’s 
office and authority to be the last re- 
fuge of the mjured.’ 

The " Justification against the false 
blame of his calumniators by the 
Prince of Orange,” to whirii the 
Prmce thus referred, has been men- 
tioned in a previous chapter. This 
remarkable paper had been drawn up 
at the advice of his fnends, Landgrave 
Wilham and Elector Augustus,^ but 
it was not the only document which 
the Prmce caused to be published at 
this important epoch He issued a 
formal declaiation of war against the 
Duke of Alva; be addressed a solemn 
and eloquent warning or proclamation 
to all the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands.* These documents are ex- 
tremely important and interesting. 
Their phr.veeology shews the intentions 
and the spiiit by which the Prince 
w as actuated on first engaging in the 
struggle. Without the Prince and his 
efforts at this juncture, there would 
probably have never been a free 
KetherJand commonwealth. It is 
certain, hkeuic, that without an en- 
thusiastic passion for civil and religiou.-- 
hberty throughout the masses of the 
Netherland people, there would have 
been no successful effort on the pait 
of the Prince He knew his country- 
men; while they, from highest to 
humblest, recognised in him then 
saviour. There was, how over, no pre- 
tence of a revolutionary movement. 
The Prince came to maintain, not t--) 
overthrow. The freedom w-hich had 
been enjoyed in the provinces until 
the accession of the Burgundian dy- 
nasty, it was his purpose to restoie. 
The attitude which he now assumed 
was a pecniiax one^in history. Thi s 

V Archive^ etc , de la Moiaon d'Oiiinge, 
W. 183-186. < 

' The Declaration la pub.Mhed in Her le. . 
263 , 264 . ’ 
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defender of a people’s cause set up no 
revolationaiy stmdard. In all Ills 
documents he paid apparent rererance 
to the authority of the King. By a 
fiction, which was not uuphiloaophical, 
he assumed that the monarch was in- 
capable of the crimes which he charged 
upon the Viceroy. Thus he did not 
assume the character of a rebel in arms 
.against his piince, but in his own 
capacity of sovereign he levied troops 
and waged war against a satrap whom 
he chose to consider false to his mas- 
ter’s orders. In the interest of Phi- 
lip, assumed to be identical with the 
welfare of his people, he took up arms 
against the tyiant who was sacri- 
ficing both. This mask of loyalty 
would never save his head from the 
block, as he well knew, but some 
spirits lofty as his own, might perhaps 
be influenced by a noble sophisti-y, 
which sought to strengthen the catnn 
of the people by attributing rii tue to 
the King. 

And thus did the sovereign of an 
insignificant little piincipality stand 
bol(By forth to do battle with the most 
powerful monarch in the world. At 
his own espouse, and by almost super- 
human eaertiuns, he bad assembled 
nearly thirty-thousand men He now 
boldly proclaimed to the world, and 
especially to the inhabitants of the 
provinces, his motives, his purposes, 
and his hopes. ^ 

“ We, by God's grace Piinco of 
Orange,” said his declaration of 3Ut 
August 1568, “ salute all faithful sub- 
jects of his Majesty. To few people 
is it unlcnown that the Spaniards have 
for a long time sought to govern the 
land according to their pleasure. 

Abusing his Majesty's goodness, they 
have pei-suaded him to decree the in- 
troduction of the Inquisition into the 
Netherlands. They well understood, 
that in case the Netherlanders could 
be made to tolerate its ezeicise, they 
would lose all protection to their 
liberty; that if they opposed its intro- 
duction, they would open those rich 
provinces as a vfist field of plunder. 

We had hoped that bi^ Majesty, tak- 


[156P 

ing the matter to heart, would have 
spared his hereditary provinces from 
suchVitter ruin. We have found our . 
hop^ futile. We are unable, by rea- 
son Vf OUT loyal service due to hid 
Maje^y, and of our true compassion 
for the faithful heges, to look with 
tranquilhty any longer atsuch murders, 
robberies, outu-ages, and agony. IVe 
are, moreover, certain that his Slajesty 
has been badly informed upon Nether- 
land matters. We take up arms, there- 
fore, to oppose tlie violent tyianny of 
the Spamards, by the help of the mei 
ciful God, who is the enemy of nil 
blood-thirstiness. Cheerfully uiclincil 
to wager our life and all our worldly 
wealth on the cause, we have uon\ 
God be thanked, on excellent army of 
cavalry, infantry, and artilleiy, linked 
all at our own expense. We summon 
all loyal subjects of the Nclhtilauib 
to come and help us. Let them take 
to heart the uttermost need of the 
country, the danger of perpetuj! 
slavery for themselves and their 
childien, and of the entire overthrow 
of tv e Evangehcal religion. Only \\ hen 
Alva’s hlood-thiistiness shall have 
been at last overpowered, can the pro- 
vinces hope to recover their pine ad 
ministration of justice, and a pruspci 
DUS condition for their common 
wealth.”* 

In the " warning " or pmcbm-itlon 
to all tie inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands, the prince expressed simikir 
sentiments. He announced his iutrn- 
tion of expelling the Spaniards foreier 
from the country. To accomplish the 
mighty undertaking, money was iiccea 
aary. He accordingly called on liia 
countrymen to contribute, the rich 
out of their abundance, the poor even 
out of their poverty, to the f ui ther- 
ance of the cause. To do th'ia, u bile 
it was yet time, he solemnly warned 
them “before God, the fatheiLind, 
and the world.” After the title of 
this paper were cited the 2Sth, 29th, 
and SOth verses of the tenth chapter 
of Proverbs, The favourite motto of 
the Prince, “pro le^ rege, grege" ua’ 
also affixed to the ^cument.^ 


1 Bor, It 
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These araeale had, however, but littile 
iffeot. Ot three hundred thoufind 
rowns, promised on behalf of leasing 
lobtes and meiohants of the Ne'her- 
snds bv hlaraus Perez, but t^ or 
,welve thousand came to hand.^ / The 
mpeals tothegentlemen whohadugned 
he Compromise, and to many o^ers 
rho had, in times past, been favour- 
,ble to the liberal party were power- 
ess. A poor Anabaptist pieaeher 
oUected a small sum a refugee 
ongregation on- the outskirts of Hol- 
and, and brought it, at the peril of his 
ife, into the Prince’s camp. It came 
rom people, he said, v/hose will was 
letter ^an the gift. They never wished 

0 be repaid, he said, except by land- 
less, when the cause of reform should 
le triumphant in the lllctherlauda. The 
’linca signed a receipt for the money, 
xpressing himself touched by this 
ympathy from these poor outcasts.^ 
n the course of time, other contrlbu- 
iona from similar sources, piinoipally 
oUeeted by dissenting preachers, starv- 
ag and persecuted church communi- 
ies, were leceived.'* The poverty- 
tricken exiles contributed far iiiuie, m 
ropurtion, for the establishment of 
ivil and relimous libertv, than the 
■ ealthy merchants, or tlie haughty 
obles.* 

Late in September, the Prince mus- 
ered his array in the proyiice of 
Veves, near Lho monastery of Itomei's- 

01 f.* His force amounted to neaily 
liiirty thousiind men, of whom nine 
thousand were cavalry.® Luraey, Count 
da la Marck, now joined him at the 
head of a picked band of troopers ; a 
bold, ferocious partisan, descended from 
the celebrated Wild Boar of Ardennes 
Like Civilis, the ancient Batavian hero, 
he had sworn to leave hair and beani un- 
shorn till the Uheration of the country 
was achieved, or at least till the death 

> Bor, Iv 251, 252 Hoofd, V 183. 

a Brandt, Hist, der Beforniatie, I 626 
liCttorofF W. Boomgaent to 0. F Hoofd, 
7th August 1606 

a Brandt, i 616. « Bor, v. 312. 

• Hoofd, V 183. 

a Ibid --Oompare Strada, vh 333; Bonti- 
voglio, V. "n, 78; IVagenaer, vi. 286; Grot. 
Aim , 1 82; Meteren,!!. 66. 

a Bor, Iv. 266. Strada, liv vii 33S Wa- 
genaer, Vadcrl Hist , rl 236. 
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of Egmont, whose blood relation ho 
was, had boon avenged.^ It is probable 
that the fierce conduct of this chiof- 
tain, and particularly the cruelties ex- 
ercised upon monks and papisla® by 
his troops, dishonoured the cause more 
tlian their valour could advance it. But 
in those stormy times such rude but 
incisive instruments were scarcely to 
be neglected, and the name of Lumey 
WiSs to be for ever associated with the 
eailiest and most impoitant triumphs 
of the liberal cause. 

It was fated, however, that hut fow 
laurels bhould be won by the patriots 
in this campaign. The Prince crossed 
the Rhine at Saint Feit, a village be- 
longing to himself.® He descended 
along the banka as far aa the neigh- 
bourhood of Cologne. Then, after 
hovei mg in apparent uncertainty about 
tlie tenitones of Julieisand Limburg, 
he suddenly, on a biight moonlight 
night, ciosscd the Jloa'O with hie 
whole aimy, in the neighbourhood of 
Stoohem.*" The operation was bill- 
liantly effected. A compact body of 
cavalry, according to the jilon which 
had been more than oiiee adopted by 
JuhuB Cmsar, was placed in the midst 
of the current, under which shelter 
the u hole army Fuoocssfully forded the 
nver ** The jlcuse « as more shallow 
than usual, but the u ater was as high 
as the soldioro' nocks. This fe.at was 
accomphshed Qn the night and morn- 
ing of the 4th and ,6th of October. It 
was considered so bold an achievement 
tb.at its fame spi ead far and wide. Tho 
Spaniards began to tremble at tho 
prowess of a Prince whom they had 
affected to despise. The very fact of 
the passage was flatly contradicted. An 
unfortunate burgher at Amsterdam was 
scourged at the whipping-post, because 
he mentionedicasmattorof coinmonre- 
poifc*® TheDukeofAlvarefusedtocre- 

» Bor, IT 256 Hoofd, v IS 1 
9 Bor, IT 250 Wagcnaci, Vaderl. Hibt, 
Ti 2S6 Meteren, 66 

1® ** Relation de rBxpOdition du Frinca 
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CourteviUe, who occot^pamed tho Duke of 
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ditthetaieirhoniUras announced toHm. 

the army ot the Prince o{ Oienge 
a flock of -wild geese," he asked, “ that 
it can fly over nrers like the Ueuse?” ^ 
Nevertheless it was true. The out- 
lawed, eziled Prince stood once more 
on the borders of Brabant, with an 
army of disciplined troops at his back. 
His banners Iwre patriotic inscriptions. 
“ Pro Lege, Bege, Grego,”_was embla- 
zoned upon some. A pelican tearing 
her breast to nourish her young with 
her life-blood was the pathetic emblem 
of others,* It was his determination 
to force or entice the Duke of Alva 
into a general engagement. He was 
desirous to wipe out the disgrace of 
JemrmngetL Could he plant his vic- 
torious standard thus m the very heart 
of the country, he felt that thousands 
would rally around it. The country 
would rise almost to a man, could he 
achieve a victory over the tyrant, 
flushed aa he was with victory, and 
sated with blood. 

"With banners flying, drums beating, 
trumpets sounding, with all the pomp 
and defiance which an already vloto- 
liouB general could assume, Oiange 
morch^ into Brabant, and took up a 
position within eox thousand paces of 
Alva’s encampment, llis plan was at 
every hazard to dare or to decoy his 
adversary into the chances of a stricken 
field. The Governor was entrenched 
at a place called Keisfrrslager, which 
Julius Csesar had once occupied. The 
city of Maestricht was in his imme- 
diate neighbourhood, which was thus 
completely under his protection, while 
it furnished him with supplies * The 
Prince sent to the Duke a herald, who 
was to propose that all prisoners who 
might be taken in the coming cam- 
paign should be exchanged instead of 
beifig executed.* The herald, booted 
and spurred, even as he had dis- 
mounted from his horse, was instantly 
hanged,* This was the significant an- 
swer to the mission of mercy, Aiva 

1 Hooia, V 185. Btiada, liv, vil 340. 

* Bor, iv, 265 Hpoid, V, ISl 

* Bor, iv. 255. Uetoren, 50. HooKL, tv. 

185 . ’ 

* “Mui Bogs un tromihta c3 una carts, 
uwe olgunos atcor5 quo oia dol Priiiuipo 

^ aunugo, on quo pedis, quo no matasson 


heU no parley with rebels before a 
baWe, nor gave quarter afterwards. 

m ^e meoDiim^ the Duke had core ' 
fulw studied the whole position of 
aSoVs, and had orrivM at his conclu 
sioni He was determined not to fight. 
It was obvious that the Prince would 
offer battle eagerly, ostentatiou,:li, 
frequently, but the Governor u.13 rc 
solved never to accept the combat 
Once taken, his resolution was uiialtcr 
able. He recognised the importast 
difference between his own attitude at 
present, and that in which he had 
found himself during the past summei 
in Friesland. There a battle bad hcei' 
neceisary, now it was more expedient 
to ov wcome his enemy by delay. In 
Frieshnd, the rebels bad just achiend 
a victcj-y over the choice tioopi 01 
Spain. Here thoy were eulferiiigf roil, 
the atignjo of a crushing defeat. Then, 
the army uf Louis Nassau u as sw ellmg 
daily by recruits, who poured in from 
all the country round Now , neither 
peasant nor noble dared lift a fingti 
for the Pnnee. The army of Lon,- 
had been Bustained by the one whiih 
bis brother was known to be prepni 
ing If their movements had not bocii 
checked, a jimction would h.avo been 
effected. The aimed revolt would 
then have assumed so formidable an 
aspect, that rebellion would seem, even 
for the timid, a safer choice th.'ii 
loyalty. The army of the Prince, on 
the contrary, was now the last hope 01 
the patriots. The three by which 11 
had been preceded Lid been succes 
sively and signally vanquished,* 

Fiiesland, again, was on the out 
skirts of the countiy. A defeat se- 
tained by the government thoie ihi 
not necessarily imperil the possessioi 
of the provinces. Brabant, oji the con 
traiy, was the heart of the Nether 
lands. Should the Prince achieve : 
decisive triumph then and there, hi 
would be master of the nation’s fate 
The Viceroy knew himself to be odious 

los prlsioucros quo so tomasson en cst. 
gueriu," etc. — ^Herrera, bb, xv c. xi. 701 

* Mendoza, 78, Metoren, 56. 

* Relation du Seerdtairo CourteviUc 
Guillaumo le Tacit., id. 323-326 V d 
Vyiickt, 11 IIS. 114. Bor, Iv. 256. 
Bool’d, V, 136. 
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and he reigned by terror. The Prince 
was the object of thepeopWa idobiryj 
they would rally round huift if 
ih^ dai^ A victory gained by* the 
liberator over the tyrant, wouldide* 
etroy the terribie of mwnci> 

bility by which Alva governed. JThe 
Duke had sufficiently detnonetrated his 
audacity in the tremendous chastise- 
Jient which he had inflicted upon the 
rebels under Louis. He could now 
aflord to play that scientifle game of 
which he was so profound a maeter, 
without risking any loss of respect or 
authority. He was no enthusiast. 
Although he doubtless felt sufficiently 
confident of overcoming the Prince in 
a pitched b.ittle, he had not sufficient 
relish for the ]oyfi of contest to be 
willing to nsk even a remote possi* 
b^ty of defeat. His force, .ilthough 
composed of veterans and of the best 
musketeers and pikemen in Europe, 
was still somewhat inferior in numbers 
to that of his adversary. Against the 
twenty thousand foot and eie^ht thou** 
sand horse of Orange^ he could oppow 
only fifteen or sixteen thousand foot 
ind fifty-five hundred riders.^ More- 
over, the advantage which he had pos- 
sessed in Fi'ieBhmd, a country only 
favourable to infantry, in which he 
had been stronger than bis opponent, 
was now tinnsfczred to his new enemy 
On tile plains of Brabant, the Princess 
superiority in cavaliy was sure^o telL 
The season of the year, too, was an 
important element m the calculatioa. 
The winter alone would soon disperse 
the bands of German mercenaries, 
whose expenses Orange was not able 
to support, even while in active ser- 
vice. With unpaid wages and disap- 
pointed hopes of plunder, the rebel 
army would disappear in a few weeks 
as totally as if defeated in the open 
fieli In brief, Orange by a victory 
would gam new life and strength, 
while Ms defeat could no more than 
anticipate, by a few weeks, the destruc- 
tion of his army, already inevitable. 

1 Strada, lib. vii 838. Hendoso, f 77. 
V. d. Vynekt^ il. 113 —Compare Hoofd, v. 
186. Hoteren, 56. Bentivoglio, lib. v. 77, 78. 

* Bor, iv. S56. Hoofd. V. d. Vynckt. 
OouitsvUle^ SlatMen, uU sup. 

* V 4 Yynckt, li. 114. Btra^ Ub. vfl, 846 
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Alva, on the contrary, might lose the 
mast^ of the Netherlands if unfortu- 
nate, and would gain no soUd advan- 
tage if triumphant. The Prince hod 
everything to hope, the Duke every- 
thing to fear, from the result of a 
general action.^ 

The plan, thus deliberately resolved 
upon, WAS accomplished with faultless 
accuracy. As a work of art, the pre- 
I sent campaign of Alva against Orange 
I was a more consummate masterpiece 
' than the more bnlliant i*t>H dashing 
^pediiion mto Frieslaiid. ^e Duke 
I had resolved to hang upon his adver- 
I saiy's skirts, to follow Mm move by 
move, to check him at every turn, to 
harass him in a hundrod ways, to foil 
all his enterprises, to parry all hia 
stiokes, and fiuoUy to ^ve Mm out 
of the country, after a totally bamm. 
camp.aign, when, as he felt certain, hie 
iH-paid hirelings would vanish in all 
directions, and leave their patriot 
Prince a helpless and penniless ad- 
venturer. ^le scheme thus saga- 
ciuusly conceived, his adversary, with 
all hiB efforts, was unable to circum- 
vent. 

The campaign lasted httle moro 
than a mouth. Twenly-nine times 
the Prince changed his encampments^ 
and at eveiy remove the Di^e was 
still behind him, as close and semi- 
ingly 09 impalpable as his shadow. 
Tbnce they were uithin cannon-shot 
of each other, 'fwice without a single 
trench or rampart between thom.^ 
The country people refused the Prince 
supplies, for they trembled at the ven- 
geance of the Governor. Alva had 
caused the irons to bo removed from, 
all the milla, so that not a bushel of 
com could be ground in the whole 
province® The country thus afford* 
ed hut littio forago for the thirty 
thousand soldiers of the Prince. The 
troops, already discontented, wei*e 
clamorous for pay and plunder. Du- 
ring one mutinous demonstration, the 
Prince’s sword was shot from hia 

* Hoofd, V. 187. Letter of Duke d Alve 
to the Council of S ate* from Cateau Cooa* 
brosis, 22d NoTomber 1568, m in 
257. Corresponiaiice de Philippe If., It 
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side, and it iras with difficulty that 
B general outbreak was suppressed.^ 
The soldiery were maddened and 
tantalised by the tactics of Alva. 
T^y found themselTea constantly in 
the presence of an enemy, who seemed 
to comt a battle at one moment and 
to vanish like a phantom at the next. 
They felt the winter approaching, and 
became daily more dissatisfied with 
the initatang hardships to which they 
were expos^ Upon the night of 
the fith and 6th of October the Frmce 
had crossed the Keuse at Stochem.’ 
Thence he had proceeded to Tongres, 
followed closely by the enemy's force, 
who encamp^ in the immediate 
neighhourhood. From Tongres he had 
moved to Saint Trond, stUl pursued 
and still baffled in the same cautious 
manner. The skirmishing at the out- 
posts was incessant, but the main 
body was withdrawn as soon as there 
seemed a chance of its becommg in- 
volved. 

From Saint Trond, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which he had remained 
several days, ho advanced in a 
southerly diiectiou towards Jodoigne 
Count de Genlis, uith a reinforce- 
ment of French Huguenots, for which 
the Prince had been waitmg, had 
penetrated through the Ardennes, 
crossed the Meuse at Charlemont, 
and was now intendmg a junction 
with him at ’VVaveroq’ The river 
Qeta flowed between them. The 
Prince stationed a considerable force 
upon a hill near the stream to pro- 
tect the passage, and then preceded 
leisurely to send his army across the 
river. Count Hoogstraaten, with the 
rear-guard, consisting of about three 
thousand men, were alone left upon 
the hither bank, in order to provoke 
or to tempt the enemy, who, as usual, 
was encamped very near. Alva re- 
fused to attack the main army, but 
rapidly detached his son, Don Frederic, 
with a force of four thousand foot 
and three thousand horse, to cut off 
the rearguard. The movement was 
effected in a maaflbrly manner, the hill 


was taken, the three thousand trooja 1 
wlu|h had not passed the river were ' 
cut* to pieces, and Vitelli hastily y 
deB[tatchm a gentleman named Bar- 
ben^ to implore. thg Duke to ad- 
vancl with the main body, cross ths 
riverjl and, once for all, exterminats 
the rebels in a general combat. Ain, 
inflamed, not with ardour for an im 
pending triumph, but with rage, thst 
his sagely-conceived plans could not 
be comprehended even by hia sun end 
by his favourite officeis, auswen-d Uie 
eager messenger with peremptoiy no- 
lenee. “ Go back to Yitelli," he cried 
“ Is he, or am I, to command in tl- , 
campaign f Tell him not to siifli-r a 
single man to cross the river. Voni 
him against sending any more envoys 
to advise a battle ; for should you or 
any other man dare to bung me 
another such mesaage, I aware to you, 
by the head of the Kmg. that you gu 
not hence alive.”* 

With this decisive answer the mos 
aonger bad nothing for it but to gallop 
back with all haste, in order to partiei- 
liate in what might be left of the bu‘ 
chery of Count Hoogstraaten’s forc», 
and to prevent ViteUi and Don Fie 
deric in their ill-timed ardour, fiom 
crossing the river. This was jiropeilj 
effected, while in the meantime tlia 
ivbole rear-guard of the patiiuts Lid 
been slaughtered. A hundred or tiro, 
the lasfwho remained, bad made their 
escape from the field, and had taken 
refuge in a house in the neighhouihood 
The Spaniards set the buildings on fire, 
and standmg around with hfted knees, 
offered the fugitives the choice of be 
ing consumed in the flames or of sprmg 
mg out upon their spears. Thus en 
trapped, some chose the one couive, 
some the other. A few, to escape tbs 
fury of the fire and the brutality of tlie 
Spaniards, stabbed themselves witli 
their own swords. Others embraced, 
and then killed each other, the enemies 
from below lookmg on, as at a thoatri- 
cal exhibition; now hissing and non 
applauding, as the death struggles worn 
more or less to their taste.’ In a few 
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smsaieB all tbe fugitives were dead. 
Nearly tbree thousand of the pat^ots 
irere slain in this combat, incltiGing 
those burned or butchered after the 
battle was over.^ The Sieur de ^u- 
verwal was tasen prisoner and Vsoon 
afterwards beheaded m BruescleJ but 
the grest^t znisfortiiue sustained by 
the liberal party upon this occasion was 
the death of Autony de Lolafng, Cuunt 
of HoogatraateiL This brave and gene- 
rous nobleman^ the tried fnend of the 
Prince of Orange, and his c-jllcaane 
duxing the memorable scenes at 
werp, was woundad m tbe foot daring 
the action, by an accidtnt-J discharge 
oihia own pistol. The injury, althov^h 
apparently fehght, caused his death in 
a few days,* There seemed a strange 
coincidence in Lis good and evil for- 
tuiiis. A casual wound in the hand 
from hi^ oivu pistol while he was on 
his way to Brusaelsj to greet Alra upon 
his first arnral, had sired him from the 
scofibld. And now m his first pitched 
battle with the Duke, this seemin^y 
trifling injuiy in the foot was destined 
to temi^'nite liis existence Another 
pecuhir oircTimstauce had marked the 
event. At a gay supper in the course 
of this campaign, Hoogstni';ten had 
teased Count Louis, in a rough, boI- 
dierly way, with hia disaster at Jem- 
mingeu. He had affected to believe 
that the retioit upon that occasion had 
been uunece&sary. " We ha^e been 
now many days in the Netherlands,” 
Baid he, ** and vre have seen nothing of 
the Spaniai'ds but their backs ” ** And 
when the Duke does break loose/* re- 
phed Louis, somewhat netOed, " I 
warrant you will see their faces soon 
enough, and remember them for the 
rest of your life.”* half-jesting 

remark was thus deseed to become 
a gloomy prophecy. 

This was the o^y important action 
dui mg the campaign. Its pci feet suc' 
cess did not warp Alva's purpose, and, 
notwithstanding the murmurs of many 
of his officers, he remained firm in his 
resolution. After the termination of 


the battle on the Geta, and tbe Dukes 
obstinate refusal to pursue his advan* 
ti^e, the Baron de Chevreau dashed his 
pistol to the ground, in his presence, 
exclaiming that the Duke would never 
fight.* The Governor simled at the 
young man’s chagrin, seemed even to 
approve lua eiithuMaem, but reminded 
him that it was tbe business of an offi* 
cer to fight, of a genirH to conquer 
If the victory were bloodlcBS, so much 
the better for all 

This action was fought on the 20th 
of October. A few days afterwaids, 
the Prince made his junction uith 
Genlis at TV” averen, a place about three 
leag>ies from Louvain and from Brus- 
sels.* This auxiliary fcice was, how- 
ever, insignificant. There were onlj* 
fi"' e hundred cavahy and three thou- 
sard foot, but bo many women and 
duldien, tliit it seemed rather an emi- 
grating colony than an invading army." 
They arrived late. If they had come 
eajLer, it would have been of little 
consequence, for it had beenwiittcu 
that no laurels w ere to be gathered in 
that canipaiCT The fraternal spirit 
which exibled bct^^ eon the Beformers 
in all countries was all winch could be 
i>ianife&>tod upon the occasion. The 
Prmce frustrated in his hopes of a 
general battle, still more bitterly dis- 
appointed by the supineness of the 
country. Not a voice was raised to 
welcome the deliverer. Not a single 
<^ity opened it'^ g-ates. All was crouch- 
ing, sdent, abject. The rising, which 
perhaps would have been universal had 
a brilhant victory been obtained, was, 
by the masterly tactics of Alva, ren- 
dered an almost inconceivable idea. 
The mutinous demonstrations in the 
Prince's camp became incessant; tlie 
Boldleia were discontented and weaiy. 
AVhat the Duke had foretold was com- 
ing to pass, for the Prince’s aimy was 
aheody dissolving. 

Geo^ and the other French officers 
were desirous tb.it the Prince should 
abandon the Netherlands for the pre- 
sent, and oome to the rescue of the Uu- 
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raenotSi wbo had again renewed re- 

ngjoBB war under Condd and Coligny.^ 
The German soldiers, however, would 
listen to no such proposal. They had 
enUsted to fight the Duke o{ Alva in 
the Netherlands, and would not hear 
of mating war against Charles IX. in 
France.* The Prmce was obliged to 
coimtermarch ton aids the Nhine. He 
recrossed the Geta, somewhat to Alva’s 
astonishment,* aud proceeded in the 
direction of the Meuse. The autumn 
rams, however, had much swollen that 
I iver since his passage at the beginning 
of the month, so that it could no longer 
bo forded. He approached the city of 
Xiiege, and summoned their B^op, as 
he had done on his entrance into the 
oountiy, to grant a free passage to Ins ] 
troops. The Bishop, who stood in awe i 
of ^va, and who h^ accepted his pro- 
tection, again refused.* The Prmce had 
no time to parley. He was again obliged 
TO connte^arch, and took his way 
along the high road to France, atiU 
watted and closely pursued by Alva, 
between whose troops and hia own 
rlaily Bkii’misbca took place. At Le 
ijneanoy the Piince gamed a tiifling 
advantage over the Spaniards ; at Ga- 
teau Cambresia ho also obtained a 
slight and easy victory; but by tbe 
17th of November the Duke of Alva 
liad entered Cateau Cambresis, and the 
Prince had crossed the frontier of 
Frauce.° 

The Mardchal de Cosse, who was sta- 
tioned on the boundary of France and 
Flanders, now harassed the Fnnce hy 
very siudlar tactics to those of Alva.* 
He was, however, too weak to inflict 
any serious damage, although strong 
enough to create peipetiial annoyance. 
Ho also sent a secretary to tbe Fiince, 
with a formal prohibition, in tho name 
of Charles IX., against his entering 
tho French territory with his troops.' 

Besides these negotiations, condueted 
by Secretary FaveUes on the port of 


Mardchal de Cossd, the King, who was 
esc^sively alanu^ also despatched 
the V^chal Gaspar de Schomberg on 
tbe same service. That envoy accord- 
inglv addiesaed to the Prince a formid 
remoBstrance in the naftie of his sore 

reignl Charles IX., it was r^esented, 

founa it very strange that the Prince 
should thus enter the French territory. 
The King was not aware that he had 
ever given him the least cause for hoa 
tile proceedings, could not therefore 
I take it in good part that the Pnnee 
should thus enter Fiance with a " Ui 
and puissant army ; ” because no poten 
tate, however humble, could toleiate 
such a proceeding, much leas a great 
aud powerful monarch. Orange wiu 
therefore summoned to declaie his m 
teutions, but was at the same time in 
formed, that if he merely desired tc 
pass amiably through the country," 
and would give assurance, and requeH 
permission to that effect, under ins 
hand and seal, his Majesty would take 
all necessary measures to secure that 
amiable passage.* 

Tho Prince replied by a reference t» 
tho statements which be had already 
made to Mardchal de Cossd lit 
averred that he had not entered France 
with evil mtent, but rather with a de- 
sire to render very humble service to 
bis Majesty, so far as he could do so 
with a clear conscience. 

Touching the King’s inability to ro 
member having given any occasion to 
hostile proceedinga on the part of the 
Prince, he replied that he would pa«s 
that matter by. Although he could 
adduce many, vaiious, and strong rea- 
sons for violent measures, ho was not 
BO devoid of understanding as not to 
recognise the futility of attempting 
anyWng, by his own personal means, 
against so great and powerfuh-a King, 
in comparison with whom he was “but 
a petty companion.’* 

“ Since the true religion,” continued 
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Otajtge, " is s public and genetai aSbir, 
wbioE ougbt to be preferred to all pri- 
vate matters; rinee the Prince^Ju a 
true Cbiistian, is held by his honour 
and conscience to procure, with all hia 
strength, its advancement ancifesta^ 
blishment in every place whatever; 
since, on the other hand, accordmg to 
(he ^ot published m September last 
his Majesty, attempts have been 
n^e to force in their consciences all 
(hose who are of the Christian religion, 
and since it has been determined to 
esterminate the pure word of God, 
and the entire ezeiuise thereof, and to 
' permit no other religion than the Bo- 
man Catholic, a thing very prejudicial 
to the neighbouring nations wheie 
there is a free exercise of the Chiistian 
religion, therefore the Prince would 
put no faith in the assertions of his 
^jesty, that it was not his Majesty's 
intentions to foice the consciences of 
any one.” 

Having ^ven this very ddiberate 
and succmct contradiction to the state- 
ments of the French King, the Prince 
proceeded to express his sympathy for 
the oppressed Christians eveiywhere 
He protested that he would give them 
all the aid, comfort, counsel, and as- 
ustance that he was able to give them. 
He asserted his conviction that the 
men who professed "the religion" de- 
manded nothing else than the glory of 
God and the advancement of His word, 
while m all matters of civil polity they 
were ready to render obedience to hia 
Majesty. Ho added that all his do- 
ings were governed by a Christian and 
affectionate regard for the Kmg and 
bis subjects, whom his Majesty must 
be desirous of preserving from extreme 
ruin. He averred, moreover, that if 
he should perceive any indication that 
those o^the religion were puisuing any 
other object t hm hbertyof conscience 
and security for life and property, he 

1 This veiy eloquently-wntten letter was 
dated Cissonne. December 3d, 1663. It has 
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would not only withdraw his assistance 
from them, but would use the whole 
strength of his army to exterminate 
them. In condution, he begged the 
King to believe that the work which 
the Prince had undertaken was a 
Christian work, and that his intentions 
were good and friendly towards hia 
Majesty ^ 

It was, however, in vain that the 
Prince endeavoured to induce his army 
to try the fortunes of the civil war in 
France. They had enlisted for the 
Netherlands, the campaign was over, 
and they msisted upon being led back 
to Germany.- Schomberg, secretly in- 
structed by the King of France, was 
active in fomenting the discontent,'’ 
and the Prince was forced to yield 
He led his army through Champagne 
and Lorraine to Straaburg, where (£ey 
were disbanded.^ All the money which 
the Prmce had been able to collect was 
paid ahem He pawned all his camp 
equipage, his plate, hia furniture.^ 
What he could not pay in money he 
made up in promises, sacredly to be 
fuUilled when he should be restored to 
bis possessions. He even solemnly en- 
gaged, should be return from France 
ahve, and be still unable to piw their 
an cal's of wages, to surremmr his 
peison to them as a hostage for bis 
debt® 

Thus triumphantly for Alva, thus 
mUerably for Orange, ended the cam- 
paign. Thusjmpelessly vanished the 
army to vv hich so many proud hopes had 
attached themselves. Eight thousand 
men had been slain in p^tty encoun- 
ters,® thirty thousand were dispersed, 
not easily te he agaiu collected. All 
the fun^ which the Prince could 
command had been wasted without 
produemg a result. For the present, 
nothing seemed to afford a ground of 
hope for the Netherlands, but the vvar 
of freedom had been renewed ill 

* Archives, etc., do ia Maiaou d'Oraiiga, 
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- A liaiid of 1200 mounted men- 
alarms were TrSliiig to follow the for- 
tones of the Prince. The three brothers 
accordingly, William, Louis, and Henry 
' — a lad of eighteen, who had abandoned 
his studies at the uniyersi^ to obey 
the chiralrouB instincts of his race — set 
forth early in the following spring to 
join the banner of Cond^.^ 

Cardinal Ghanyelle, who had never 
tidren his eyes or thoughts from the 
provinces during his residence at Rome, 
now expressed himself with exultation. 
He had predicted, with cold malice, 
the immediate results of the campaign, 
and was sanguine enough to believe the ; 
contest over, and the Prince for ever ' 
crushed. In his letters to Philip he had 
taken due notice of the oompUmenta 
paid to him by Orange in his Justifica- 
tion, in his Declaratian, and in his letter 
to the Emperor. He had declined to 
make any answer to the charges, in 
order to enrage the Pnnce the more. 
He had expressed the opmion, how- 
ever, that this publication of writings 
was not the business of brave soldiers, 
bat of cowards.^ He made the same 
reflection upon the alleged intnguos 
by Orange to procure an embassy on 
bis own behalf from the Emperor to 
Philip — a mission which was sure to 
end in smoke, while it would cost the 
Prince all credit, not only m Germany 
but the Netherlands.’* He felt sure, 
he said, of the results of the impend- 
ing campaign. The Duke of Aiva waa 
a man upon whose administrative pru- 
dence and military skill his sovereign 
could implicitly rely, nor was there a 
person in the ranka of the rebels cap- 
able of conducting on enterprise of 
such moment.^ Least of all had the 
Prince of Orange sufficient brains for 
canying on such weighty affairs, ao- 
coimng to the opinion which he had 
formed of him during their long inter- 
course in former days.’ 

When the campaign had been decided, 
and the Prmce had again become an 
exile, Qrauvelle observed that it was 
now proved how incompetent he and 


all his oompanione were to contend in 
militiuy skill with the Duke of Alva,' 
WitA a oold sneer at motives which f 
he assumed, ss a matter of course, to 
be p^ly selfish, he siud that the 
Prin(% hM not taken file proper road 
to reaiver his property, and that he 
would* now be much embarrassed to 
satisfy his creditors.' Thus must thoae 
ever fall, he moralised, who would fiy 
higher tiiau they ought; adding, that 
henceforth the Prince would have 
enough to do in takmg care of madam 
his \^e, if she did not change soon m 
humour and character ^ 

Meantime the Duke of Alva, hav- 
ing despatched bom Gateau C.iin- 
bresis a brief account of the victonons 
termination of the campaign, retumed 
in triumph to Brussels ** He had cer- 
tamly amply vindicated his claim to 
be considered the first warrior of the 
age. By his lieutenants he had siiin 
marily and rapidly destroyed two of 
the armies sent against him; he had 
annihilated in person the third, by a 
bnUiantly successful battle, Sn which 
ho had lost seven men, and bis eno- 
mies seven thousand ; and he had now, 
by consummate strategy, foiled the 
fourth and last under the idolised 
champion of the Netherlands, andtlij 
BO decisively that, without losing a nun, 
he had destroyed eight thousand rebels, 
and scattered to the four winds the 
remaining twenty thousand. Such 
signal results might well make even a 
meeker nature proud. Such vast and 
fortunate efforts to fix for ever an im- 
pregnable military tyranny upon a 
constitutional country, migbt cause a 
more modest despot to exult. It was 
not wonderful that the haughty, and 
now apparently omnipotent Alva, 
should almost assume the god. On 
his return to Brussels he instituted a 
succession of triumphant festivals*" 
The pec^le were called upon to rejoice 
and to be exceeding glad, to strew 
fiowers in his path, to sing Hosannas m 
his praise who came to them covered 
with the blood of those who had Btriven 
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in their defence. The holiday Troe inflated upon a tombstone raised to a 
dtdy culled forth; houses, vhere dead chieftain by his bereaved ad- 
funeral hatchments for murder<ra in- mirers. What shall we say of such 
mates bad been perpetually suspended, false and fulsome tribute, not to a god, 
were dedred rpUi garlands ; th&beUs, not to the memory of departed great- 
which had hardly once omitte 1 their ness, but to a living, mortal man, and 
daily hnell for the victims of jan in- offered not by his borers but by him- 
cremble cruelty, now rang then: rner- self * Certaanly, seU-woiship never 
riest peals; and in the very square went further tlran in this remarkable 
where so lately Egmont and llom, monument, erected in Alva’s honour, 
besides many other leas distinguished by Alva's hands. The statue was 
martyrs, had suffered on ignominious colossal, and was placed in tire citadel 
death, a gay tournament ^ was held, of Antwerp. Its bronae was furnished 
day after day, with all the insolent by the cannon captured at Jeirrrrrrn- 
pomp which could make the erdiihition gen.^ It represented the Duke tramp- 
most galling. ling upon a prostrate figure with two 

But even these demonstrations of he^s, four arms, and one body. The 
hilarity were not sufficient The con- two heads were interpreted by some to 
queior and tamer of the Nothei hinds representEgmont and Horn; by others, 
felt that a more personal and palpable the two N.issaus, 'VVilh.im and Louis, 
deification was necessary for his pride. Others saw in them on allegorical pre- 
When Qermanicus hod achieved hiS sentment of the nobles and commons 
last triumph over the ancient fieedom of the Netherlands, or perhaps an im- 
of those generous races whose dcacen- personation of the Compromise and 
danta, but lately in possession of a the Request. Besides the chief in- 
better organisedliberty, Alvabadbeen scription on the pedestal, were gculxi- 
sent by the second and the worse tured various bas-reliefs ; and tho 
Tiberius to insult and to crush, the spectator, whose admiration for the 
raliaat bai modest Somao srectM his Boremixr Deaeral was mrt satiat^ with 
trophy upon the plains of Idrstavisus. the colossal statue itself, was at liberty 
“ The army of Tiberius Csesar having to find a fresh personffication of the 
subdued the nations between the hero, either in a torch-bearingangel or 
Rhine and the Elbe, dedicate this a gentle shepherd. The work, which 
monument to Mara, to Jupiter, and to had consideiable Eesthetic merit, was 
Augustus.”’ So ran the inscription executed by an artist named Jacob 
of Qermanicus, without a'woid of Jongeling. It lemamed to astonibh 
allusion to his own name. The Duke and disgust tde Netherlanders until it 
of Alva, on his return from the battle- was thrown down and demolished by 
fields of Brabant and Friesland, reared Alva’s successor, Requesens.’ 
a colossal statue of himself, and upon It biu already been observed that 
its pedestal caused these lines to be many princes of the Empire had, at 
engraved: "To Ferdinand Alvarez de first warmly, and afterwards, as the 
Toledo, Duke of Alva, Qovemor of the storm darkened around him, with lesi 
Netherlands under FhUip the Second, earnestness, encouraged the efforts of 
for having extinguished sedition, chas- Orauge, They had, both privately and 
tised rfibellion, restored religion, se- oiHci^Iy, urged the subject upon the 
cured justice, established peace ; to attention of the Emperor, and had so- 
the King’s most faithful minister this liciied his intercession with Philip, 
monument is erected.” ’ It was not an interposition to save the 

So pompons a eulogy, even if truth- Prince from chastisement, however the 
fill and merited, would be sufficiently artful pen of Qnmvelle might distort 
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tile jbofab It was an address in lielialf one of son-in-law was proapeotirelj 
of religiouB Hberiy for the Kether- sddei^ 

]an&, made hy those who had achieved The ties of wedlock were sacred ii 
it in tiieir own persons, and who were the traditions of the Hah8bui;g house, 
at last enjoying immunity from per- but stiU the intervention was nomi- 
secution. It was an appeal wUch nallymade, Asearly as August 1568, 
they who made it were bound to make, the Emperor’s minister at Madrid had 
for the Netherland commiasionen address^ a memorial to the Emg' 
had assisted at the consultations by Ha had spoken in warm and strong 
which the Peace of Passau had been language of the fate of Egmont and 
wrung from the reluctant lumd of Horn, and had reminded FLihp that 
Charlea^ the executions which were constantly 

These applications, however, to the taking place in the provinces were 
Emperor, and through him to the steadily advancing the Prince of 
King of Spain, had been, as we have Orange's cause On the 22d September 
seen, accompanied by perpetual advice 156S, the six electors had addrecsed 
to the Prince of Orange, that he should a formal memorial to the Emperor* 
“sitstilL" The Emperor had espoused They thanked him for hia previoua 
his cause with apparent fiankneaa, so interposition in favour of the Kether- 
far as friendly mediation went, hut in lands, pamted in hvely colours the 
the mesntime had peremptorily com- cruelty of Alva, and denounced the 
maaded him to re^in from levying unheard-of rigour with which he had 
war upon Alva, an injunction wWh massacred, not only many illustrious 
&e P^ce had as peremptorily de- seigniors, but people of every degree, 
dined to obey. The Emperor had even Notwithstanding the repeated assur- 
seut especial envoys to the Duke and to ancea givenbythoKmgtothocon- 
the Pnnce, to induce them to lay down trary, they reminded the Emperor, 
their arms, but without effect.^ Orange that the fnqwdtion, at uett at the 
knew which course waa the more ge- Council of Trent, had none icon eata- 
nerouB to hie oppressed country; to Uishcdinthe NetherlandainfuUvigour? 
take up arms, now that hope had been They maintained that the provinces 
converted into despair by the furioua had been excluded from the Augsburg 
tyranny of Alva, or to " ait still " and religious peace, to which their claim 
await result of the protocols shout was perfect, Nether Germany was 
to be exchanged between king and entitled to the same privileges as 
kaissr. His arms had Ijgeu unsucess- Upper Germany. They begged the 
ful, indeed; but had be attended the Emperor to make manifest his senti- 
issue of this sluggish diplomacy, it ments and their own. It was fitting 
would have been even worse for the that his Catholic Majesty should be 
oauaa of freedom. The sympathy of aware that the princes of the Empire 
his best friends, at first fervent, then were united for the conservation of 
lukewarm, had, as disasters thickened fatherland and of tranquillity. To this 
around him, grown at last stone-cold end they placed in the Emperor’s hands 
From the grave, too, of Queen Isabella their estates, their fortunes, and their 
arose the most importunate phantom lives. 

ta his path. The King of Spain was Such was the language of tiiat im- 
a wid^er again, and the Emperor portant appeal to the Emperor, in he- 
nmong his sixteen children had more half of oppressed millions in the 
than one morriageahle daughter. To Netherlands, an appeal which Gran- 
tile titles of "beloved cousin and velle had coldly characterised as an 
hrother-ln-law,” with which Philip had intrigue contrived by Orange to 
tiways been greeted in the Imperial bring about his own restoration to 
ptoolamationB, the*neaier end dearer favour!” 

» Coinspondance de Fhilljibe II , ii. 791. 
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ThB Bmperor, in answer, assured the 
deotoral envoys i^t he h^ takes the 
to hea^ and had resolvM to 
despatdh his own brother, the Arch- 
duke Charles,^ a special missvQ to 
Spain.^ 1 

Accordingly, on the 21at Ontober 
1668, the Emperor presented his bro- 
ther with an ample letter of instruc- 
tions,* He was to recall to Philip’s 
memory the frequent exhortations 
made by the Emperor concerning the 
polity pursued in the E’etherJwds. 
He was to mention the urgent inter- 
pellations made to him by the electors 
and princes of the Empire in their re- 
cent embassy. He was to state that 
the Emperor had recently deputed 
commissioners to the Prince of Orange 
and the Duke of Alra, in order to 
bnng about, if possible, a suspension 
of arms. He was to represent that the 
great number of men raised by the 
Prince of Orange in Germany, shewed 
the powerful support which he had 
found in the country. Under such 
oircumstancea he was to shew that it 
had been impossible for the Emperor 
to decree the ban against him, as the 
Duke of Alva bad demanded The 
Archduke was to request the King's 
consent to the reconcihatiou of Orange, 
on honourable conditions. He was to 
demand the substitution of clemency 
in the govermcnt of the Ketherlands 
for severity, and to msist on flie recall 
of the foreign soldiery from the Ne- 
therlands ■* 

Furnished with this very warm and 
stringent letter, the Archduke arrived 
in Madrid on the 10th December 1568.* 
A few days later he presented the 
King with a copy of the instructions ; 
those brave words upon which the 
Prince of Orange was expected to rely 
instead ^f Ins own brave heai*t and the 
stout arms of his followers. Fhihp 
having examined the letter, expressed 
his astonishment that such proposi- 
tions should be made to him, and by 
the agency, too, of such a personage as 
the Archduke.* He had already ad- 

1 Concspondance do PLilippe II , ii. 798. 

• Ibid., 11. 76T » Ibid., 11. 79T. 

• Ibid., il. 835 « Ibid. 

• See the letter In the Corresoundsnoeh 

«to., 807. * Ibid. 


dressed a letter to the Emperor, ex- 
presEong bis dissatisfaction at the step 
now taken.' He had been disturbed 
at the honour thus done to the Prince 
of Oiaqge, and at this interference with 
his own rights.! It was, in his opinion, 
an unheard-of proceedmg thus to ad- 
dress a monarch of his qualiiy upon 
matters in which he could accept the 
law from no man. He promised, how- 
ever, that a written answer should he 
given to the letter of instmetiona. 

On the 20th of January 1669, that 
answer was placed in the hands of the 
Archduke.* It was intimated that the 
paper was a public one, fit to he laid 
by the Emperor before the electors ; 
but that the Kmg had also caused a 
confidential one* to he prepared, in 
which his motives and private griefs 
were indicated to Maximilian. 

In the more public document, Philip 
observed that he had never considered 
himself obliged to justify his conduct, 
in his own affairs, to others. He 
thought, however, that his example 
of seventy would have been received 
with approbation by prmceB whose 
subjects he had thus taught obediencsi. 
He could not admit that, on account 
of the treaties which constituted the 
Netherlands a circle of the Empire, 
he was obliged to observe within &eir 
limits the ordinances of the imperial 
diet.’* As to the matter of religion, 
hiB principal solicitude, since his ac- 
cession to tlm crown, had been to 
maintain the Catholic faith throughout 
all his states. In things sacr^ ha 
could admit no compromise. The 
Chnrch alone had the right to pre- 
scribe rules to the faithful. As to the 
chastisement inflicted by him upon the 
Netherland rebels, it would be found 
that he bad not iis^ rigour, as had been 
charged against him, but, on the con- 
trary, great clemency and gentleness.^ 
He had made no change in the govern- 
ment of the proi incps, certomly none 
in the edicts, the only statutes bmding 
nxK>n princes. He had appointed the 
Duke of Alva to the regency, because 
s Corrcspondoiice do’l’lubppe it . ii. SIS 
• Ibid , 819. u Ibid., li. 813 

U *'Se hollatS aver nsodo S. M. Cbtclica 
no de ncor como se le iicpi da dno da muefaa 
clemenida i picdad."— Ibtdgli- SlifcM 




ms hJs Tcqrsl will and pleasure so to 
sppmnt him- The Spanish soldieiy 
wore necesBory for the thorou^ chas- 
tisement of t^ rehelSj and could not 
be at present remored. As to the 
I^ce of Orange, whose case seemed 
ihe principal moUve for this embassy, 
and in whose interest so much had 
been urged, his crimes were so notori- ^ 
ovs that it was impossible even to ^ 
attempt to justify them- He had 
been, in effect, the author of all the 
conspiracies, trimults, and seditions 
which had taken place in the Nether- 
lands. -All the thefts, sacrileges, viola- 
tions of temples, and other misdeeds 
of which these provinces had been the 
theatre, were, with justice, to be im- 
puted to him- He had, moreover, 
levied an army and invaded his Mo- 
36815 *# territories. Crimea so enor- 
mous had closed the gate to ail 
clemency. Notwithstanding his re- 
spect for the intercession made hy 
the Empeior and the princes of the 
Empire, the King could not condescend 
to grant what was now asked of him in 
regard to the Prince of Orange. As to 
a truce between him and the Duke of 
Alva, his Imperial Majesty ought to 
1 effect upon difference between a 

sovereign and his rebellious vassal, and 
consider how indecent and how pre- 
judicial to the King's honour such a 
treaty must be esteemed.^ 

So far the public letter of which the 
Archduke was furnished with a copy, 
both in Spanish and in Latm. The 
private memorandum was intended 
for the Emperor's eyes alone and those 
of his envoy. In this paper the King 
expressed himself with more warmth 
and in more decided language.’ He 
was astonished, he said, that the Fi mce 
of Orange, in levying an army for the 
purpose of invading the states of his 
natural sovereign, should have received 
so much aid and comfort in Germany. 
It seemed incredible that this couhi 
not have been prevented by imperial 
authority. He had been pained that 


eommissioneia had been sent to ths 
Prinle. He regretted such a demon- 
stration in his &VOUT as had now been 
made by the mission of the Archduke 
to Mi^d. That whicS, however, bad 
causeq the King the deepest sorrow 
was, Imat his Imperiid Majesty should 
wish to persuade him in religious 
matters to proceed with mil£iess. 
The Emperor ought to be aware that 
no human conaideraiion, no regaid for 
his realms, nothing in the world which 
could be represented or risked, would 
cause him to swerve by a single hau's 
breadth from his path in the matter 
of religion.’ This path was the soiuo 
throughout all his ^gdoma. He h.id 
ever trod in it faithfully, and he meant 
to keep in it perpetually. He would 
admit neither counsel nor persuasion 
to the contrary, and should take it ill 
if counsel or persuasion should ba 
offered. He could not but consider 
the terms of the instructions given to 
the -Archduke as exceedmg the hmits 
of amicable suggestion. They in effect 
amounted to a menace, and he was 
astonished that a menace should be 
employed, because, with prmecs con- 
stituted i^e himself, such means could 
hare but little success.* 

On the 23d of Jonuaiy 1S69, the 
Archduke presented the King with a 
spirited reply to the public letter. It 
was coudied in the spirit of the iu- 
structiODB, and therefore need not be 
analysed at length. He did not beliei a 
that his Imperial Majesty would adieit 
any justification of the course puisued 
in the Netherlands. The estates of 
the Empire would never allow Philip's 
reasoning conceiniug the connexion of 
those countries with the Empire, nor 
that they were independent, except m 
the particular articles expressed m the 
treaty of Augsburg. In 1555, when 
Charles the Fifth and King Feidiuand 
had settled the religious peace, they 
bad been assisted by envoys from, the 
Netherlands. The princes of the Em- 
pire held the ground, therefore, that 
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the ieli{^ouB peace, whch alone had inlorm Philip of the approaohins mai^ 
saved a vestige of Romanism in Gkr- tiagea of the two Archduchesses, — that 
many, should of right extend to the of Anne with the King of France, and 
provinces. As to the Prince of Orange, that of Isahella with the King of Por- 
the Archdukq„'Would have prefe^ed to tugsL A few days later, however, the 
say nothing more, but the anjesm of envoy received letters the Em- 
the Emperor did not aBow hiin to be peror, authorising him to offer to the 
silent. It was now necessary to put bereaved Philip the hand of the Arch- 
sn end to this state of things in Lower dushess Anne.* The King replied to 
Germany. The princes of the Empire the Ar-chduke, when this proportion 
were becoming exasperated. He re- was made, that if he had reg^ only 
called the dangers of the Smalcaldian to his personal satisfaction, he should 
war — ^the immmrnt peril in which the remain as he was. As, however, he had 
Emperor had been placed by the act now no son, he was glad that the pro- 
of a single elector. They who believed position had been made, and would sea 
that Flanders could be governed in the how the affair could be arranged with 
same manner as Italy and Spain, were France,^ 

greatly mistaken, and Charles the Fifth Thus the ill success of Orange in 

h<ad always recognised that error.* Biabant, so disheartening to the Ger- 

This was the sum and substance of man princes most inclined to his cause, 
(he Archduke's mission to Madrid, so and still more the widowhood of Phihp, 
ftir as its immediate objects wcie con- had brought a change over the views 
cerned. In the course, however, of of Maximilian. On the 17th of Janu- 
the interview between this personage ary 15G9, three days before bis am- 
end Philip, the King took occasion to baasador had entered upon his negoti- 
administer a rebuke to his Imperial ations, he had accordingly addressed 
Majesty for his general negligence in an autograph letter to his Catholio 
religious matters. It was a matter Majesty. In this epistle, by a few 
which lay at his heai t, he said, that the cold lines, he entirely annihilated any 
Emperor, although, as he doubted not, a possible effect which might have been 
Christian and Catholic prince, was from produced by the apparent earnestness 
policy unaccustomed to make those ex- of his inteiposition in favour of the 
terior demonstrationB which matters of Netherlands. He mfoimed the King 
faith required. He theiefora begged tiiat the Archduke had been sent, not 
the Archduke to urge this matter upon to vex him, but to convince him of his 
the attention of his Impciiaf Majesty.^ friendship He assured Philip that he 

The Emperor, despite tins solemn should be i/ttuficd Kith hit i espouse, 
imsaiou, had become more than iudif- whatever it might be. He entieated 
ferent before his envoy had reached only that it might be draivn up in 
Madrid. For this indifference there such terms that the princes and eleo- 
were more reasons than one. 'When tors, to whom it must be shewn, might 
the instructions had been drawn up, not he inspired with suspicion.'’ 
the death of the Queen of Spain hod The Archduke left Madrid on the 
not been known in Vienna.* The 4th of March 1569. He retired, well 
Archduke had even been charged to pleased with the results of his mission, 

* Coirospondonca da Philippa II., iL S29. imparted his instructions to that effect to 

9 Ibid , u 835 * Ibid. Phibp. before ho received letters from Vi- 

* Ibid. According to Gabrci a, tbo Aroh- ecna. wmteu after the death of Isabella hod 

duke learned the news of Queeu Isabella's become known At .''noihsr mtemew, he 
death on bis journey to Madrid. Felipe II., presented this now m.atiimonial proposition 
hb Till 517 to Phibp Theee facts aio importajit, for 

Herrera (lib xv 707) eironcoualy etatee they indicate how oi mpletcly the olnecU ot 
that the Archduke was, at the outset, the embaesy, the commencement of which 
charged with these two commissions by the was so protentioue, were cast aside, that a 
Emperor j namely, to negotiate the momsge more advantageous momega for one of the 
of the Azehduchcss Anne with Philip, end seven Auetnan .tichduchesses might bo s& 
to arrange the affairs of the Hethemnds cured, — Conrparo Goxrespopdaisp^de Phi- 
On the contrary, he wee empowered to offer hppe II., 11, 58A 
Anne to tho King of France, end had already * Ibid.,li. SIT. 
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«g<iit»at the Queen, did the demned to death. He had made hii 

Pnike for a moment lose sight of the escape, closely pursued by an officer 
ohief **rid of his existence in the Ne- of justice, across a frosen lake. It waa ^ 
ebflflaTida The gibbet and the stake late in ^e winter, and the ice htid 
ware loaded with their daily victiins. become unsound. Itotrembled and 
' The records of the period are foul with crackU beneath his footsteps, b.it 
the perpetually renewed harbaritieB he reached the shore in safety. Tlie 
exercised against the new religion, officer was not so fortunate. The ice 
To the magistrates of the different gave way beneath him, and he auil, 
cities were issued fresh instructions, into the lake, uttering a cry for sue 
by which all municipal officers were to oour. There was none to hear hrni, 
be guided in the discharge of their except the higilsTe whom he bad bean 
gieat duty. They were especially en- hunting. Dirk WiBemsoon, for so 
joined by the Duke to take heed that waa the Anabaptist called, instinctircly 
Catholic midwiTcs, and none other, obeying the dictatea of a generoiM 
should he provided for eveiy parish, nature, returned, crossed the quaking 
duly sworn to give notice within and dangerous ice, at the peril of hw 
tweniy-four hours of every birth which life, extended his hand to his enemy, 
occurred, in order that the curate and saved him from certain dealt 
might instantly proceed to baptism.’ Unfortunately for human nature, it 
They were also ordered to appoint cer- cannot be added that the generosity 
tain spies, who should keep watch at of the action was met by a correspond 
every administration of the sacraments, ing heroism. The officer was desirom, 
whether pubhc or private, whether at it is true, of avoiding the responsibility 
the altar or at death-bci, and who of sacrificing the preserver of his life, 
should report for exemplary punish- but the burgomaster of Aspem stcmlj 
meut (that is to say, death % fiie) reminded him to remember his oatiL 
all persons who made derisive or ir- He accordingly aircBted the fugitive, 
reverential gestmes, or who did not who, on the 1 0th of May following, 
pay suitable honour to the said sacra- was burned to death under the most 
uients.- Furthermore, in oider that lingering tortures ■* 
not even death itself should cheat the Almost at the same time four clergy- 
tyrant of his prey, the same spies were men, the eldest seventy years of age, 
to keep watch at the couch of the were executed at the Hague, after an 
dying, and to give immediate notice imprisonment of three years All 
to government of all persons who were of^blameless lives, having com- 
sho^d dare to depart ttSia hfe without mitted no crime save that of having 
previously receiving extreme unction favoured the llefoi-mation. As they 
and the holy wafer. The estates of were men of some local eminence, it 
such culprits, it was ordained, should was determined that they should be 
be confiscated, and their bodies dragged executed with solemnity. They were 
to the pubhc place of execution.'’ condemned to the fiames, and as they 
An affecting case occurred in the were of the ecclesiastical profession, it 
north of Holland, early in this year, waa necessary Wore execution that 
which, for its peculiarity, deserves their personM sanctity should he ro- 
' brief mention. A poor Anabaptist, moved Aoeoidmgly, onthefiTthMay, 

I guilty of no crime but his fellowship attired in the gorgeous robes of high 
I with a persecuted sect, had been con- mass, they were brought before the 
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BiBhop of Boia le Duo. Tho prolate, to flinch from his work. It was bo- 
wi^ ft pair of soiBsora, cut a look of yond tihe power of maa’s ingenuity to 
hair from each of their heads. He add any trash ^turee of horror to the 
then scraped their crowns and the tips religious pcrseculdon under which the 
of their fingers with a little jsilyer prorincea were groaning; hut a new 
knife very gently, and without ^flici- attack could 1 m made upon tihe poor 
ing the l^t in 3 ury, The my^tio oil remains of their wealth, 
of consecration ^ras thus supposed to The Duke had been disaaiisfled with 
be suiflcieatly removed. The prelate the results of his financial arranga- 
then proceeded to disrobe the victim^ menta. The conflscation of banished 
saying to each one as he did so, **Sa^lmo and murdered heretics had not proved 
i^ vuktn, jmtitiae, qu£m volens ahje^ the inexhaustible mine he had boasted. 

to which the oldest pnator, The stream of gold which was to flow 
Arant Dirkzoon, stoutly replied, perennially into the Spanish •coffera 

lestem injuatitiat,** The bishop having soon ceased to flow at This was 
thus completed the solemn farce of inevitable. Confiscations must, of ne< 
deaeoration, delivered the prisoners to cessity, offer but a precarious supply to 
the Blood Council, begging that they any treasury. It was only the frenzy of 
might be handled very gently Three an Alv.'i which could imagine it possible 
days afterwards tliey were all executed to derive a permanent revenue from 
at the stake, having, however, received such a source. It was, however, not to 
the indtdgenoe of being strangled be- be expected that this man, whose tyran- 
foie being thrown into the flames ^ ny amounted to insanity, could compre- 

It waa precisely at this moment, hend the intimate connexion between 
while the agents of the Duke’s go- the interests of a people and those of 
vemment were thus zealously onforc- rulers, and he was determined to ex* 
ing his decrees, that a special messen- hibit by still more fierce andludierous 
ger arrived fiom the Pope, biinging as experiments, how easily a great soldier 
a present to Alva a jewelled hat and become a very paltry financier, 
sword.® It was a gift rarely conferred He had already informed his royal 
by the Church, and never save upon master that, after a very short time, 
the higheet dignitaries, or upon those remittances would no longer be neces* 
who bad merited her most signal re- cary from Si)ain to support ihe ex- 
wards by the most shining exploits in peuses of the army and government 
herdefence.'^ The Duke was requested, in the Nethcilands.^ He promised, 
m the autograph letter from’^is Holi- on the con^ry, that at least two 
ness v^hich accompanied the pieeenia, milliona yearly should be fumbhed ly 
‘'to remember, when he put the hat the provinces, over and above the cost 
upon his head, that he w^as guarded of their administration, to enrich the 
nith it as wutli 3 helmet of righteous- treasury at home/ Another Peru had 
ness, and with the shield of Clod's help, already been discovered by his ingo- 
indicating the heavenly crown whi^ nuity, and one which was not de* 
was ready for all princes who support pendent for its golden fertility on the 
the Holy Church and the Roman Ca- con^uonoe of that heresy which it 
tholic faith."** The motto on the was his mission to extirpate. His 
sword mn as follows, Aedpe aanettm boast had been much ndiculed in 
gladium, mvma a Deo in quo dejiciea Hadrid, where he had moie enemies 
adversarios poptcli met leraeV** than fiiends, and he was consequently 

The Viceroy of Philip, thus sthnu- the more eager to convert it into 
lated to persevere in his master’s pre- reality, Kcttled by the laughter with 
cepts by the Vicegerent of Christ, wos which all his schemes of political eoos 
not likely to swerve from his path, nor nomy had been received at hoju^® ha 
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was detonnined to dtew that bis crea- 
tive ctafteemanship waa no less vorthj 

homage than hu indi^utable genlua 
for deatmction. 

TTiii atdieme was nothing more than 
the enhatitation of an orbitiaiy system 
of taxation by the Crown, for the legal 
and constitutional right of the pro- 
vinces to tax themaelrea It was not 
a Tory original thought, but it waa 
certainly a bold one. For although a 
country so prostrate might suffer the 
imposition of any fresh amount of 
tyranny, yet it was doubtful whether 
ue bad sufficient strength remaining 
to bear the weight after it bad been 
imposed. It was certain, moreover, 
that the new system would create a 
more general outcry than any which 
bad been belted even by the religious 
persecution. There were many iiffiabi- 
tanta who were earnest and sincere 
Catholics, and who therefore considered 
Aemselves safe from the hangman’s 
hands, while there were none who could 
hope to escape the gripe of the new 
tax-gatherers. Yet the Governor was 
not the man to be daunted by the 
probable unpopularity of the mea-sure. 
Courage he possessed in more than 
mortal proportion. He seemed to 
have set himself to the task of ascer- 
taining the exact capacity of the coun- 
try for wretchedness. He was resolved 
accurately to gauge its width and its 
dqith ; to know how much of physical 
and moral misery migUV be accumu- 
lated within its limits, before it should 
be full to overflowing. Every man, 
woman, and child in the country had 
been solemnly condemned to death; 
and arbitrary executions, in pursuance 
of that sentence, had been d^y taking 
place. Millions of property had been 
conflscated, while the moat fortunate 
and industnouB, as well as the bravest 
of the Netherlanders, were wandering 
penniless in distant lands. Still the 
blows, however recklessly distributed, 
had not struck every head. The in- 
habitants had been decimated, not 
annihilated, and the productive energy 
of the country, which for centuries had 

1 BatUvoglio, lib. v. 82. flse also Intio- 
auchon to this wmk. 
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possessed so much vitslity, was evea 
yet not totally extinct. In the wreck 
of their eocial happiness, in the utter 
overthrow of their political freedom, 
they Imd still preserved ij^e shadow, at 
least, m one great bulwark against des- 
potism! The king could impose no 
tax.* 

The “ Joyeuae Entrde” of Brabant, 
as well as the constitutions of Flanders, 
Holland, Utrecht, and all the other 
provinces, expressly pnesenhed the 
manner in which the requisite funds 
for government should be raised. The 
sovereign or his stadholder was to ap- 
pear before the estates in person, and 
make his request for money. It waa 
for the estates, after consultation vith 
their constituents, to decide whether 
or not this petition (Bede) should be 
granted; and should a single branch 
dechne compliance, the monarch wiu 
to wait wi& patience for a mors 
favourable moment.* Such hod been 
the regular practice in the Ketber- 
lands, nor had the reigning houses 
often had occoidon to accuse tbs 
estates of parsimony. It wss, how- 
ever, not wonderful that the Uuke ol 
Alva should be impatient at the con- 
tmued existence of this provincial 
privilege. A country of condemned 
crimuials, a nation whose universal 
neck might at any moment be laid 
upon the block without ceremony, 
seemed Bhidly fit to hold the purse- 
strings, and to dispense alms to its 
monarch. The Viceroy was impatient 
at this arrogant vestige of constitu- 
tional liberty. Moreover, although he 
bad taken from the Hetherlanders 
nearly all the attributes of freemen, he 
was unwiUmg that they should enjoy 
the principal pnvilege of slaves, that 
of being fed and guarded at their 
master’s expense. He had therefore 
summoned a general assembly of the 
provincial estates in Brussels, and on 
the 20th of March 1669, had caused 
the following decrees to he laid before 
them.* 

A tax of the hundredth penny, or 
one per cent., was laid upon all pro- 

Holl. Btaatsrcgeriiig, and Viglil Comment, 
verum actaram super imp. Dee. Don . c. 
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peity,Teal and penosal, to be collected 
instantly, Thu impost, hoerevcT, was 
not peipetosl, but only to be paid once, 
unl^, of couiee, it should suit the 
same arbitrai^power by which U was 
assessed to require it a second tjme. 

A tax of Ibe twentieth peimy, or 
five per cent., was laid upon every 
transfer of reid estate, Tl^ imposi- 
tion was perpetual. 

Thirdly, a tax of the tenth penny, 
or ten per cent., was attested upon 
every article of raerdlandite or pertonal 
property f to he paid as often, as it should 
be sold. This tax was likewise to be 
perpetual.^ 

The consternation in the araembly 
when these enormous propositions were 
heaid, can be easily ima^ned. People 
may difier about religious dogmas In 
the most bigoted persecutions there 
will always be many who, from consci- 
entious ^though misguided motives, 
heartily espouse the cause of the bigot. 
Uoreover, although resistance to tyr- 
anny in matters of faith is always 
most ardent of struggles, and is sup- 
^rted by the most sublime principle 
m our nature, yet all men are not 
of the etemer etuff of which martyrs 
are fashioned. In questions relating 
to the world above, many may be se- 
duced from their convictions by in- 
terest, or farced into apostasy by vio- 
lence. Human nature is often malleable 
or fusible, where religious interests are 
conoemed, but in affitirs material and 
financial oppoaition to tyranny is apt 
to be unanimous. 

The interests of commerce and 
manufacture, when brought into con- 
flict with those of religion, had often 
proved victorious in the Netherlands. 
This now measure, however — ^this ar- 
bitnuy and most prodigious system of 


taxation, struck home to eve^ flretide. 
No individual, however adroit or time* 
serving, could pany the blow by which 
all were crushed. 

It was most unanswerably maintain- 
ed in the assembly, that this tenth and 
twentieth penny would utterly destroy 
the trade and the manufactures of the 
country,* The hundredth penny, or 
the one per cent, assessment on all 
property throughout the land, although 
a severe subsidy, might be borne with 
for once, To pay, however, a twentieth 
part of the value of a house to the 
govemiaent as often as the house was 
sold, was a most intolerable imposition. 
A bouse might be sold twenty tunes in 
a year, and in the course, therefore, of 
the year be confiscated in its whole 
value. It amounted either to a prohi- 
bition of all transfers of real estate, or 
to an evcntu.ll surrender of its price. 

As to the tenth penny upon articles 
of merchandise, to be paid by the ven- 
dor at every sale, the scheme was mon- 
strous. AU trade and ruanufacturas 
must, of necessity, expire, at the very 
fi«t attempt to put it in execution." 
The same article might be sold ten 
times in a week, and might therefore 
pay one hundred per cent, weekly. 
An article, moreover, was frequently 
compounded of ten different articles, 
each of which might pay one hundred 
per cent., and therefore the manufac- 
tured article, if ten times transferred, 
one thousand^er cent, weekly. Quick 
transfers and unfettered movements 
being the nerves and muscles of com- 
merce, it was impossible for it long to 
survive the pardysis of such a tax. 
The impost could never be collected, 
and would only produce an entire pro- 
stration of industry. It could hy no 
possibility enrich the government.* 
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i While oeouided with hia attempts to en- 
force this tax, the Duke establiehed a com- 
iDiaaion to Inquire into the Talue of the 
mBDUfhctunnff indwtry of the provinces 
In the year ]67(^ aggregate annual value 
of manufaetured articles was calculnted at 
forty-five millions of florms (44,864,883 fl ) 
From this estimate, however, Duzemburff, 
Guddres, Zeland, and the provinces beyond 
the Heu^ were excluded. 


The returns for the otheis v\cre thus 

stated . 

Biahint, , , , 

Flanders, 

YaloucienneB, 

Tournay, 

EoUand, 

LiUev Douay, and Orohlcs, 

Hmn.'iult, . . I 

Mahnes, . . . 

Utrecht* , ^ 

Ovcryisd, 

Eamur, - 
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2,369,800 Z 
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734,900 
1,610,260 „ 
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The King could not derive wealth 
from the ruin of his subjecte ; yet, to i 
cetahlish such a system was the stem 
md absurd determmation of the Qo- 
vetnor-Oeneral. The infantine simpli- 
city of the effort seemed incredible. 
The ignorance was as sublime as the 
tyranny. The most lucid argumenta 
and Ae most earnest remonstrances 
were all in vain. Too opaque to be 
illumined by a flood of light, too hard 
to be melt^ by a nation's tears, the 
Viceroy held calmly to hia purpose. 
To the keen and vivid representations 
of Yiglius, who repeate^y exhibited 
all that was oppressive, and all that 
was impossible in the tax, he answered 
simply that it was nothing more nor 
less than the Spanish “ alcabala,” and 
that he derived fi0,000 ducats yearly 
from its imposition in his own city of 
Alva.^ 

Viglius was upon this occasion in 
epporition to the Duke. It is but 
justice to state that the learned juris- 
consult manfully and repeatedly con- 
fronted the wrath of his superior m 
many a furious discussion in council 
upon the subiect. He bad never essay- 
ed to snatch one brand from the burn- 
ing out of the vast holocaust of reli- 
gious persecution, but he was roused 
at last by the threatened destruction 
of all the material iuteresta of the 
land. He confronted the tyrant with 
courage, sustaiued perhaps by the 
knowledge that the proposed plan was 
not the King's, hut ihe Qovemor's. 
He knew that it was openly ridiculed 
in Madrid,’ and that Philip, although 
he would probably never denounce it 
in terms, was certainly not eager for 
its execution. The President enlarged 
upon the difference which existed be- 
tween the condition of a sparsely- 
peopled country of herdsmen and la- 


bourers in Spun, and the deuscly. 
thronged and hustling cities of tbs 
Netherlsnds. If the Duke collected 
50,000 ducats yearly from the alcabala 
in Alva, he could onl]^ offer him his 
congmt^ations, but could not helji 
assuriag him tl^t the tax would proie 
an impoBsibility in the provinces.'* To 
his argument, that the impost would 
fall with severiiy not upon the highest 
nor the lowest clrases of society, neither 
upon the great nobihty and clergy, not 
on the rustic popularion, but on tho 
merchants and manufacturers, it nos 
answered by the President that it was 
not desirable to rob Saint Peter's altar 
in order to build one to Saint Paul * 
It might have bean simpler to eugge-t 
that the consumer would pay the tai. 
supposing it were ever paid at all, but 
the axiom was not so familiar three 
centuries ago as now. 

Meantime, the report of the depu 
ties to the assembly on their return to 
I their constituents had created tli 
most intense excitement and alami. 
Petition after petition, report after it 
port, poured in upon the government 
There was a tary of despair, and idmiM 
of defiance, which had not been eli- 
cited by former agonies. To induce, 
however, a more favourable di^osition 
on the p^ of the Duke, the hundi cdtb 
penny, once for all, was conceded by 
the eriatea* The tenth and tuen 
tieth ocoasioned severe and protracted 
struggles, until the various assemblies 
of the patrimonial provinces, one after 
another, exhausted, frightened, and 
hoping that no serious effort would be 
m^e to collect the tax, consented, 
under certain restrictions, to its im 
position.’ The principal conditioDs 
were a protest agamst. the legality of 
the proceeding, and the provision that 
the consent of no province sbduld be 


Tciesland, . , . 190,200 florina 

Altals, .... 1,718,790 „ 

— B5nom de France UB. li. c. x. Upon this 
flouzfsbing state of the mannfiiataniur inte- 
rest, netnlthstanding tbo appiesaTen to 
which the oouutiy had so long boon eub- 
leotfld, thoDulco indulged m golden drsama 
“ Oirea la dueq ocmudacant nor ce colcul 
I’in^portaaoe du dlxiwne denier, ehatoutUl 
douennens de I'espOrauce ou do I'uuagiuation 
an piaufflt, pcessa fort enl'&nte 1S70 les 
etsta sue la lOnu ^eniet.— lUd. 


Tbo author shows that tho tax would bo 
paid at least seven times by cloth ns wall as 
by various other conunoditiea.—lbid. it 
would be em to show, that if tho tax were 
literally onmrced, it would nmouut to 
soTonty times sev^ upon all mauufactuied 
wares. 
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valid ^mtil that of all had heeu oh* 
tamed.^ Holland, too, was induced to 
give in its adhesion, although the city 
of Amsterdam long withheld its con- 
sent; hut the city and province of 
Utrecht werd* inexorable.’ of- 

fered a handsome sum in commuta- 
tion, increasing the sum first proposed 
from 70,000 to 200,000 florins, hut 
they resolutely refused to he saddled 
with this permanent tax Their stout 
resistance was destined to cost them 
dear. In the course of a few months 
Alva, finding them still resolute m 
their refuel, quartered the regiment 
of Lombardy upon them, and em- 
ployed other coercive measures to 
bring them to reason.’ The rude, in- 
solent, unpaid and therefore insubor- 
dinate soldiery were billeted in evoiy 
house in the city, so that the insulte 
which the population were made to 
suffer by the intrusion of these rufiSans 
at their firesides would soon, it was 
thought, compel the assent of the 
province to the tax^ It was not so, 
however. The city and the province 
remained stanch m their opposition. 
Accordingly, at the close of the year 
(15th December 1569) the estates were 
summoned to appear within fourteen 
days before the Blood OounciL’ At 
the appointed time the procureur-gene- 
ral was ready with an act of accusation, 
accompamed, as was usually the case, 
with a simultaneous sentenae of con- 
demnation. The indictment revived 
and recapitulated all previous offences 
committed in the city and the province, 
particularly during the troubles of 
1566, and at the epoch of the treaty 
with Duchess Margaret. The inhabi- 
tants and the magistrates, both in | 
their mdividud and pubhc capacities, | 
were condemned for heresy, rebellion, 
and misprision. The city and province 
were accordmgly pronounced guilty of 
high treason, were deprived of aU 
their oharteis, laws, privileges, free- 
doms, and customs, and were declared 

1 Bor, V. 286. 
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to have forfeited all their property, real 
and personal, together with all tolls, 
rents, excises, and imposts, the whole 
being confiscated to the benefit of his 
Majesty.’ 

The immediate execution of the 
sentence was, however, suspended, to 
allow the estates opportunity to reply. 
An enormous mass of pleadings, replies, 
replications, rejoinders, and apostilles 
was the result, which few eyes were 
destined to read, and least of all those 
to whom they were nominally address- 
ed.^ They were of benefit to none 
save in the shape of fees which they 
engendered to &e gentlemen of the 
robe. It was sis months, however, 
before the case was closed. As there 
was no blood to be shed, a summary 
process was not considered necessary. 
At last on the 14th July, the volumi- 
nous pile of documents was placed be- 
fore Vargas. It was the first time ha 
had laid eyes upon them, and they 
were, moreover, written in a language 
of which he did not understand a 
word.® Such, however, was his capa- 
city for affairs, that a glance only at 
the outside of the case enabled him to 
form his decision. Within half an 
hour afterwards, booted and spurred, 
he was saying mass in the church of 
Saint Qudule, on his way to pronounce 
sentence at Antwerp “ That judgment 
was rendered the avme day, and con- 
firmed the preceding act of condemna- 
tion Vargte went to his task os 
cheerfully os if it had been murder. 
The act of outlawry and beggary was 
fulminated against the city and pro- 
vmce, and a handsome amount of 
misery for others, and of plunder for 
himself, was the result of his prompt- 
ness. Many thousand citizens were 
ruined, many millions of property con- 
fiscated. 

Thus was Utrecht deprived of all its 
ancient liberties, as a punishment for 
having dared to maintain them. The 
clergy, too, of the province, having 

181-106; Wagenaer, Voderl Hist, vi 283- 
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invoked Hie iniU “m Ctma Homini, 
by wbioh clerical property vaa deolar^ 
exempt from taxation, lud excited the 
wrath of the Duke,^ To wield so alight 
a bulrush against the man who had 
just been gi^ed with the consecrated 
and jewelled sword of the Pope, was 
indeed but a feeble attempt at defence. 
Alva treated the Cana Domini with 
contempt, but he imprisoned the 
printer who had dared to republish 
it at this juncture. Finding, more- 
over, that it had been put in press by 
the orders of no less a person than 
Secretary La Torre, he threw that 
officer suso into prison, besides sus- 
pending him from his functions for a 
year.* 

The estates of the province and the 
magistracy of the city appealed to his 
Majesty from the decision of the Duke. 
The case did not directly concern the 
interests of rehgion, for although the 
heretical troubles of 1566 furnished 
the nominal motives of the condem- 
nation, the resistance to the tenth and 
twentieth penny was the real crime for 
whi<ffi they were suffenng. The King, 
therefore, although far nom clement^ 
was not extremely rigorous. He re- 
fused the object of the appeal, but he 
did not put the envoys to death by 
whom it was brought to Madrid. This 
would have certa^y been the case m 
matters strictly religious, or even hod 
the commissioners arrived two yeais 
before; but even Fldhpaibeheved, per- 
haps, that for the moment almost 
enough mnocent blood had been shed. 
At any rate he suffered the legates 
from Utrecht to return,* not with their 
petition gnmted, but at least with their 
heads upon their shoulders. Early in 
the following year, the provinces still 
remaining under martial law, all the 
Utrecht charters were taken mto the 
possession of government, and depo- 
sited in the castle of Yredenberg.* It 
was not till after the departure of 
Alva, that they were restoi^, accord- 
ing to royal command, by the new 
governor, Sequesens.* 


By the middle of the year 1569, 
Alva wrote to the King, wiUi great 
cheerfulness of tone, announemg that 
the estates of the provinces had all 
consented to the tax He congratu- 
lated ^is Majesty upoiPthe fact ihat 
this iiKome might thenceforth be en- 
joyed in perpelmty, and that it would 
bnng at leart two millions yearly into 
his coffers, over and above the expenses 
of government. The hundredth penny, 
as he calculated, would amount to at 
least five millions." 

He was, however, very prematuie in 
his triumph, for the estates were uut 
long in withdrawing a concession which 
had either been wrung fiom them by 
violence or filched fiom them by mis 
repiesentation. Taking the ground 
that the assent of all had been stipu- 
lated before that of any one should ba 
esteemed valid, every province now 
refused to enforce or to permit the 
collection of the tenth or the twentieth 
penny within their limits. Uireueio 
the ^eatnings and the wrath of the 
Viceioy, painfully protracted tlio le- 
newod negotiations with the eoUtei. 
At last, a compromise was efiectod, 
and the final struggle postponed Late 
in the summer it was agreed that the 
provinces should pay two milhona 
yearly for the two following years, 
the term to expire in the month of 
August 1571. Till that period, there 
fore, there was comparative repose 
upon the subject.* 

The question of a general paidon 
had been agitated for more than a 
I year, both m Brussels and Madrid. 
I Viglius, who knew his counti-ymen 
better than the Viceroy knew them, 
had written frequently to his fiieud 
Hopper, on the propriety of at once 
proclaiming an amnesty." There Kid 
also been many conferences between 
himself and the Duke of Alva, and he 
had furnished more than'uiie draught 
for the proposed measure." The Pre- 
sident knew full well that the point 
had been reached beyond which the 
force of tyranny could go no further. 
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All additional pi-essui'8, he felt aiire, 
could only produce reaction^ the effect 
of which might be to driTe the Span- | 
iarda from the Netherlands. There 
might then be another came topUy. ' 
The heads of those who had so Asidu- , 
ously served the government tUbough- 1 
out its terrible career might, in their! 
turn, be brought to the block, and 
their estates be made to enrich the| 
Treasury, Moreover, there were symp- 
toms that Alva’s favour was on the 
wane. The King had not been remark- 
ably struck with the merits of the new 
financial measures, and had expiessod 
much anxiety lest the trade of the 
country should suffer.^ The Duke 
was known to be desirous of his recall. 
His health was broken, he felt that he 
was bitterly detested throughout the 
country, a^ he was certain that his 
enemies at Madrid were fast undcr- 
mimng hie credit. He seemed also to 
have a dim suspicion that his mission 
was accomplished in the Netherlands ; i 
that os much blood had been shed at 
present as the land could easily absorb. | 
He wrote urgently and even piteously j 
to Philip, on the subject of his return, i 
'* Were your Majesty only pleased to 
take me from this country,” he said, { 
” 1 should esteem it as great a favour as ' 
if your Majesty had given me life”-* 
He swore ‘’by the soul of the Duchess,” 
that he “would rather be out mto 
little pieces ” than reUre frun^ius post 
weie his presence necessary,-* but he 
expressed the opimun that through 
his exertions affairs had been placed 
in such train that they were sure to 
roll on smoothly to the end of time. 
“At present, and for the future,” he 
wrote, “your Majesty is and will be 
more strimy obeyed than any of yonr 
piedecesBors ; ” adding, with insane 
telf-complacency, “and ail this has 
been accomphidied wiihoia violeiux” * 
He alao assured his Majeaty as to the 
prosperous condition of financial affairs. 
His tax was to work wonders. He had 
convCTsed with capitalists who Imd 
offered him four i^lions yearly for ' 
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the tentli penny, but ha had refused, 
beoaiue he estimated the product at a 
much higher figure.** The huudiedth 
penny could not be rated lower than 
five milliona. It waa obvious, therefom, 
that instead of remitting funds to the 
provmces, his Majesty would, for the 
future, dei-lve from them a stkidy and 
enorraona income,* Moreover, ha as- 
sured the King that there was at 
present no one to inspire anxiety from 
within or without. The only great 
noble of note in the country was the 
Duke of Aersebot, wbo was devoted 
to his Majesty, and s'ho, moreover, 
“ amounted to very little," as the King 
well knew.' As for the Prince 
Orange, he would have business enough 
in keeping out of the clutches of his 
ci-cditois. They had nothing to tear 
teom Germany. England would do 
nothing as long as Germany was 
^uiet; and France was sunk too low 
to be feared at all.* 

Such being the sentiments of the 
Duke, the King was already consider- 
ing the propnoty of appointing his 
successor. All this was known to the 
Xhesident. He felt instinctively that 
more clemency was to be expected 
from that snccesor, whoever^ mi^if 
be, and he was satisfied, therefore 
that he would at least not he injuring 
his own position by inclining at this 
late hiniT to the side of mercy. His 
opposit.on to the tenth and twentieth 
penny h ul already established a breach 
between himself and the Viceroy, but 
he felt secretly comforted by the 
refiection that the King was probably 
on the same side with himself, Alva 
still spoke of him, to he sure, both in 
public and private, with approbation; 
taking occasion to commend him fm. 
quently, in his private letters, as a 
servant upright and zealous, as a liv- 
ing register,** without whose iiniverKiI 
knowledge of things and persons ho 
dionld hardly know which way to 
turn. The President, however, was 
growing weary of his own eycophancy. 
Me begged his friend Joachim to taka 
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hie port, it hie EzMllency ehould ivriie 
un&rourably about hie conduct to the 
Kingi He eeemed to hare changed 
his views of the man concerning whose 
"prudence end gentleness” he could 
once tum so many fine periods. He 
even expressed some anxiety lest 
doubts should begin to be entertained 
as to the perfect clemency of the 
King's character. "Here is so much 
con&cation and bloodshed going on,” 
said he, "that some taint of cruelty 
or avarice may chance to bespatter the 
robe of his hlajesty,” He also con- 
fessed 'Uist he had occasionally read in 
liistoiy of greater benignity than was 
now exercised against the poor Hether- 
landers. Had ue learned Frisian ar- 
rived at these humane conclusions at a 
wmewhat earlier day, it might perha^ 
have been better for himself and for his 
fatherland. Had he served his coun- 
try aa faithfully as he had served Time, 
and Philip, and Alva, his lands would 
not have been so broad, nor his digni- 
ties BO numerous, but be would not 
have been obliged, in his old age, to 
exclaim, with whimsical petulance, 
that "the faithful sen’ant is always a 
perpetual asa.”^ 

It was now certain that an act of 
amnesty was in contemplation by the 
Iving. Yiglins bad funushed several 
plans, which, however,had been so much 
disfigured by the numerous exceptions 
suggested by Alva, that the Ihesident 
could scarce recognise hin work. Gran- 
velle, too, had frequently urged the 
pardon on the atteutiou of Philip,* 
The Cardinal was too astute not to 
perceive that the time had arrived 
when a oontmued seventy could only 
defeat its own work. He felt that the 
country could not he rendered more 
abject, the spirit of patriotism more 
apparmtly extinct. A show of rie- 
mency, which would now cost nothing, 
and would mean nothing, might be 
more effective than this profuse end 
wanton bloodshed. 

He saw phunly that the brutality of 
Alva had already overshot the mark. 


Too politic, however, openly to reprove 
so powerful a functionaiy, he con- 
tinued to speak of him and of bis ad- 
ministration to Philip in terms of ex- 
alted eulogy. Ho wsa^a "sage seig- 
nior,” a prudent governor, one on 
whom his Majesty could entirely re- 
pose. He was a man of long expe- 
rience, tr^ed all his life to affairs, 
and perfectly capable of giving a good 
account of everything to which he 
turned his hands.'* He admitted, how- 
ever, to other correapoudents, that the 
administration of the sage seignior, on 
whom his Majesty could so implicitly 
rely, had at last "brought the pio- 
vincca into a deplorable condition.”* 
Four different forms of pardon had 
been sent from Madrid, toward the 
close of 1S6D.*' From these four the 
Duke was to select one, and carefully 
to destroy the other three. It was 
not, however, till July of the following 
year that the choice was made, and the 
Viceroy in readiness to annonneo the 
paidon. On the 14tb of that month a 
groat festival was held at Antwerp, foi 
the purpose of solemnly proclaiming 
the long expected amneBiy.® In the 
morning, the Duke, accompanied by a 
brillumt staff, and by a long procession 
of clergy in their gorgeous robes, 
paraded through the sheets of tlie 
commercial capital, to offer up prayers 
and hear mass in the cathedial The 
Bishop bt Arras then began a sermon 
upon the blessiiigB of mercy, with a 
running commentary upon the royal 
olemency about to be exhibited lu 
the very outset, however, of his dia- 
oouTse, he was seized with convulsions, 
which required his removal from the 
pulpit;'* an incident which was not 
considered of felicitous augury. In 
the afternoon, the Duke with his suite 
appeared upon the square in front of 
the Town House. Here a large scaf- 
folding or theatre had been erected. 
The platform and the steps which led 
to it were covered with seariet cloth. 
A throne, covered with cloth of gold, 
was ortmiged in the most elevated 
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position for the l}i]he.^ On the steps 
temedistely below him were placed 
two of the most beautiful women in 
Antwerp,’ clad in allegorical garments 
to represent i^ghteousnesa and jPeaoe. 
The staircase and platfonn were lined 
with officers, the square was beset with 
troops, and filled to its utmost verge 
with on expectant crowd of citizens. 
Toward the close of a summer’s after- 
noon, tile Duke, wearing’ the famous 
hat and sword of the Pope, took his 
seat on the throne with all the airs of 
royalty. After a few_ preliminaiy 
ceremonies, a civil functionary, stand- 
ing between two heralds, then recited 
the long-expected act of grace. His 
reading, however, was so indistinct, 
that few save the soldiers in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the platform could 
hear a word of the document.’ 

This effect was, perhaps, intentional. 
Certainly but little enthuriaam could 
be expected from the crowd had the 
text of the amnesty been beard. It 
coneisted of three parts — a recitation 
of the wrongs committed, a statement 
of the terms of pardon, and a long list 
of exceptions. All the sins of omission 
and oommission, the heresy, the public 
preaching, the image-breaking, the 
Compromise, the confederacy, the re- 
bellion, were painted in lively colours. 
Pardon, however, was offered to all 
those who had not rendered themselves 
liable to positive impeachmcA, in case 
bhoy should make their peace with the 
Church before the expuntion of two 
months, and ysj confession and ropent- 
anee obtain their absolution.* The 
exceptions, however, occupied the 
greyer part of the document. 'When 
the general act of condemnation had 
been fulminated by which all Nether- 
landers were sentenced to death, the 
exceptions had been very few, and all 
the mdividuals mentionedby name.* 
In the act of pardon, the exceptions 
oomprehended so many classes of in- 
hahitants, that it was impossible for 
-v any individual to escape a place in 
some one of the categories, whenever 

* Boiv V, SIS. Hooffl, V. SOI. Strado, lib. 
vltsM. 


it should please the government to 
take bis life, htcpressly excluded from 
the benefit of the act wore all minis- 
teiB, teaoheTB, dogmatisers, and allviho 
had favoured and hoAoiered tuck dog- 
matieen and prea<^en; all those in tiie 
least degree inmlicated in the image- 
breaking; oil who had ever been indi- 
vidually siupected 0/ heresy or echim; 
all who had ever signed or favoured die 
Compromise or the Petition to the He- 
gent; all those who had taken up arms, 
contributed money, distributed tracts; 
all those in any manner chargeable unth 
mtsprision, or who had failed to de- 
nounce those guilty of heresy. All per. 
sons, however, who were included in 
any of these cl^es of exceptions might 
report themselves withm six months, 
when, npon confession of their crime, 
they might hope for a favourable con- 
sideration of their case ^ 

Such, in brief, and stripped of its 
verbiage, was this amnesty for which 
the Netherlands had bo long been hop- 
ing. By its provisions, not a man or 
woman was pardoned who had ever 
committed a ffiult. The innocent alone 
were forgiven. Even they were not 
sure of mercy, nnless they should ob- 
tain full absolution from the Pope. 
Store certainly than ever would the 
accustomed rigour be dealt to all who 
had committed any of those positive 
acts for which so many had already 
lost their bea^. The clause by which 
a possibility * pardon was hinted to 
such orimiuals, provided they would 
confess and surrender, was justly re- 
garded as a trap. No one was de- 
ceived by it. No man, after the ex- 
perience of the last three yeate, would 
voluntarily thrust his h^ into the 
lion’s moutii, in order to fix it mors 
firmly upon his shoulders. No man 
who had effected his escape was likely 
to play informer against himself, in 
hope of obtaining a pardon from which 
all but the most sincere and zealous 
Catholics were in reality excepted. 

The murmur and discontent were 
universal, therefore, as soon as. the 
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tenns of the act tecame knovni. Alva 
wrote to the King, to he sure, “that 
IJie people were entirely satisfied, save 
only the demagogues, who could tole- 
rate no single exception from the am- 
nesty ; ” ^ but he could neither deceive 
his sovereign nor himself by such state- 
ments. Certainly, Philip was totally 
disappointed in the effect which he had 
anticipated from the measure. He had 
thought "it would stop the mouths of 
many people.” * On the contrary, 
every mouth.in the Netherlands be- 
came vociferous to denounce the hypo- 
crisy by which a new act of condemna- 
tion had been promulgated under the 
name of a pardon. 'Viglius, who had 
drawn up an instrument of much am- 
pler clemency, was far from satisfied 
with the measure which had been 
adopted. "Certainly,” he wrote to 
his confidant, “a more benignant mea- 
sure was to be expected from so mer- 
eiful a Prbiee. After four years have 
^ust, to reserve for punishment and 
for execution all those who during the 
tumult did not, through uwoI-jicm of 
Mind, render as mutch tervice to gaieti- 
ment as brave men might have offered, 
is altogether unexampled.” •* 

Alva could not long affect to believe 
in the people’s satisfaction He soon 
wrote to the King, acknowledgmg that 
the impression produced by the pardon 
was far from favourable. He attri- 
buted much evil effect to the severe 
censure which was opeidy pronounced 
upon the act by members of the govern- 
ment, both in Spain and the Nether- 
lands.* He complained that Hopper 
had written to Vighus, that " the most 
severe of the four forms of pardon 
transmitted had been selected,” the 
fact being, that the most lenient one 
had been adopted.* If this were so, 
whose imagination is powerful enough 
to portray the three which had been 


burned, and which, although mors 
severe than the fierce document pro- 
mulgated, were stfll entitled acts of 
pardon i The Duke spoke bitterly of 
the manner in which influential persons 
in Madrid had openly abominated the 
cruel form of amnesiy which had been 
decreed.* His authority in the Nether- 
lands was already sufificiently weakened, 
he said, and such censure upon lus 
actions &cm head-quarters did not tend 
to improve it. “ In truth," he added, 
ahnost pathetically, " it is not wonder- 
ful that the whole nation should be ill- 
disposed towards me, for I certainly 
I have done nothing to make them lore 
me. At the same time, such language 
transmitted from Madrid does not m- 
crease their tendemeas." ' 

In short, viewed as a measure by 
which government, without disarming 
itself of its terrible powers, was tn 
pacify the popular mind, the amnesty 
was a failure. Viewed os a net, by 
which fresh victims should be enticed 
to entangle themselves, who had al- 
ready made their way mto the distant 
atmosphere of liberty, it was eijually 
unsuccessful. A few very obscure m- 
dividuals made their appearance to 
claim the benefit of the act, before the 
SIX months had expired. With these 
it was thought expedient to deal gently, 
but no one was deceived by euoh cle- 
mency. As the common people ex- 
pressed tfiemselves, the net was not 
spread on that occasion for finches.* 
The wits of the Netherlands, seek- 
ing rehef from their wretched condi- 
tion in a stiU more wretched quibble, 
transposed two letters of the word 
Pardona, and re-baptized tbo new 
measure Pandora.* The conceit was 
not without meaning. The amnesty, 
descendmg from supernal regions, had 
been ushered into the presibce ot 
mortals as a messenger laden with 
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henrenly giJti& The casket, when 
opened, had diffused corses inrtead of 
blesamga. There, however, the oiaaai- 
0 ^ analog ended; for it would hare 
puzzled ^ <h^ pedants of Louroin to 
discover Hope lurking, under ady dis- 1 
guise, within the olauses of the pardon. 

Very soon after the promulgation of { 
this celebrated act, the new bride of i 
Fhilip,.Aime of Austria, passed through j 
the Hetheriands, on her way to Had - 1 
rid. During her brief stay in Brussels, ' 
she granted an interview to the Dow- 1 
ager Countess of Hom.‘ That un- 
happy lady, having seen her eldest 
son, we head of her illustrious house, 
so recently perish on the scaffold, 
wished to make a last effort in behalf 
of the remaining one, then closely con- 
fined in the prison of Segovia. The 
Archduchess solemnly promised that 
his release should be the first boon 
which she would request of her royal 
Inidegroom, and the bereaved oonntess 
retired elmost with a hope.’ 

A short digression must here be 
allowed, to narrate the remaining for- 
tunes of that son, the ill-starred Seig- 
neur de Hontigny. His mission to 
Madrid in company of the Marquis 
Bergben has already been related. 
The laet a£.d most melancholy scene 
in the life of his fellow-envoy has 
been described in a recent cimpter. 
After that ominous event, Montigny 
became most ansieus to affect his 
retieat from Spain. He had been 
separated more than a year from 
his few months’ bride. He was not 
imprisoned, but he felt himself under 
the most rigid although secret inspec- 
tion. It was utterly impossible for 
him to obtain leave to return, or to 
take his departure without pennisrion. 
On one occasion, having 1^ the city 
accidefftslly for a ride on horseback to 
an adjoining village, he found himself 
surrounded by an unexpected escort 
of forty troopers. Still, however, ^e 
King retain^ a wmiling Tmen qjo 
Montigny’s npmted and urgent re- 
quests for dismissal, Philip graciously 
urged his desire for a coutinuaQce of 

1 Hoofd, V. ITS. 
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his visit. He was requested to remain 
in order to accompany his sovereign 
upon that journey to the Hetherland^ 
which woi^ not be mudh longer de- 
layed.’ In hie impatience anything 
seemed preferable to the state of bus- 
pense in which he was mads to linger. 
He eagerly offered, if he were accused 
or suspected of crime, to surrender 
himseH to imprisonment if he only 
could be brought to trial.* Soon aftOT 
Alva’s arrival in the Netherlands the 
first part of this offer was accepted. 
No Booner were the arrests of filgmOD 
and Horn known in Madrid than Mon- 
tigny was deprived of his liberty, and 
elosely confined in the alatmr of Se- 
govia.’ Here he remained imprisoned 
for eight or nine months in a high 
tower, with no attendant save a yomig 
page, Arthur de Hunter, who had ac- 
companied him from the Netherlanda.’ 
Eight men-at-arma were expressly em- 
ployed to watch over him and to pre- 
vent his escape. 

One day, towards the middle of July 
ISfiS, a band of pilgrima, some of them 
in Flemish attire, went Hirough the 
streets of Segovia. They were chant- 
ing, as was customary on such ooca- 
sions, a low, monotonous song, in which 
Montigny, who happened to be listen- 
ing, suddenly recognised the language 
of his fatherland. His surprise was 
still greater when, upon paying rioser 
attention, he distinguished the terribia 
meaning of Kte song. The pretended 
pilgrinis, having no other means of 
communication with the prisoner, were 
singing for his information the tragic 
fates of bis brother. Count Horn, .and 
of his friend, Count Egmont. Minted 
with the strain were warnings of his 
' own approaching doom, if he were not 
able to effect his escape before it should 
be too late. Thus by this friendly 
masquerade did Montigny learn the 
&te of bis brother, which otherwise, 
in that land of terrible secrecy, mi^t 
have been concealed from him for 
ever’ 

The hint as to his own pieaervatioii 
was not lost upon ^im, and he at once 

a Meteran. f. fiS, 54. 
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(8t about a plan oi escape. He suc- 
ceeded in gaining over to bis interests 
one of the eight soldiers by whom he 
was guarded, and he woe thus enabled 
to communicate with many of his own 
adherents without the prison walls. 
His major-domo had pievioudy been 
permitted to furnish his master’s table 
with provisions dressed by his own 
cook. A conespondence was now 
carried on by means of letters con- 
cealed within the loaves of bread sent 
daily to the piisoner.^ In the same 
way files were piovided for sawing 
through his wmdowbars.* A vary 
dehcate ladder of ropes, by which he 
was to eflect his escape into the court 
below, was also transmitted The 
plan had been completely arranged. A 
certain Pole employed m the enterprise 
was to be at Hemani, with horses in 
readmess to convey them to San Se- 
bastian.'* There a sloop had been en- 
gaged, and was waiting their arrivaL 
Montigny accordingly, in a letter en- 
closed within a loaf of biead — the lost, 
as he hoped, which he should bleak in 
prison — ^was inati noted, after cutting 
off his beard and otherwise disguising 
bis person, to execute his plan and 
join his confederates at Hemani.* Un- 
fortunately, the major domo of Mon- 
tigny was in love. Upon the eve of 
departure from Spain, his faiewell in 
terview with his mistress was so much 
protracted that the care of sending the 
bread was left to another. The sub- 
stitute managed so unskilfully that the 
loaf was brought to the commandant 
of the castle, and not to the prisoner. 
The commandant broke the bread, dis- 
covered the letter, and became master 
of the whole plot. Ail persona engaged 
in the enteiprise were immediately 
condemned to death, and the Spanish 
soldier executed without delay. The 
others being considered, on account of 
their loyalty to their master, as deserv- 
ing a commutation of punishment, 
were sent to the galleys. The major- 
domo, whose ill-timed gallantry had 

1 Ucteren, Ui. SI. Eoofd, v 178. 
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thus cost Montigny his liberty, le- 
ceived two hundred lashes in addition. 
All, however, were eventually released 
Horn imprisonment.' 

The umortunate genUemon was now 
kept m still eloser conhnement in hia 
lonely tower. As all his adherents had 
bean disposed of, he could no longei 
entertain a hope of escape. In the 
autumn of this year (IBdS) it was 
thought expedient by Alva to biiug 
Ills case formally before the Blood 
CounciL Monti^y had committed no 
crime, but he was one of that baud of 
popular nobles whose deaths had been 
long decreed. Letters were accoidiugly 
sent to Spain, empoweiing ceituu 
functionanea there to institute th.it 
preliminaiy examination, which, as 
usual, was to be the only tiiul vouch 
safed. A long list of iuteiiogatuiies 
was addressed to him on Fcbriiaiy 7, 
1569, in bis prison at Segovn. A v\ eek 
af tel Will da, he was again v isitcd bj the 
ahaldc, who read over to him the 
answers which he had made on the 
fiibt oecasion, and requued him to 
confiim them. He was then diiectcd 
to send his piocuiation to cuiUm pu- 
sons in the Hetheilands, vihom he 
might wish to appear in his behalf 
Montigny complied by sending seve.al 
names, with a clause of suhstitutwii 
All the peisons thus appomted, how 
ever, declmed to act, unless thej could 
be fuinished with a copy of the piu 
curatinu, and with a statement of the 
articles of accusation. This w as po" 
tively refused by the Blood Counci' 
Seeing no possibibty of rcndei mg sci 
vice to their fiieud by performing aiiv 
pait in this mockery of justice, thej 
refused to accept the procuiation 
They could not defend a case when 
not only the testimony, but even the 
charges against the accused wdo kept 
secret. An individual was accoi diuglv 
appomted by government to apiieai m 
prisoner’s behalf.' 

Thus the xorms of justice were ob- 
served, and Montigny, a dose prisone r 

' Qochanl. notes page 123. Coiicsp n- 
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in tha tower of Segovia, was put upon I the Duke addreeaed a lequiaitoiy letter 
trial lor hia life in Bruaaela. Certainly to the alcaldea, ooiragidoia, and other 
nothing could exceed the irony of eu(^ judgea of Caatile, empowering them to 
a prooesa. The advocate bad never carry the aentenoe into execution.* 

Been hia client, thouaands of tnilea a- On the arrival of thia requiaition 
way, and wae allowed to hold tfo com- there was a aerious debate b^ore the 
munication with him by letter. The King in council.* Itaeemedtobe the 
proceedinga were instituted by a aum- general opinion that there had been 
moua, addressed by ^e Duke of Alva almost seventy enough in the Kether- 
to Madame de Montigny in Bruaseis. lands for the present. The spectacle 
That unhappy lady could only appeal of the public execution of another dia- 
to the King. " Convinced,’* she said, tiugui^ed personage, it was thought, 
“that her husband was innocent of might now prove more irritating than 
the charges brought against him, she saluiary.* The King was of this opinion 
threw herself, overwhelmed and con- himseli It certainly did not occur to 
Burned by tears and misery, at his him or to his advisers that thia con- 
Majesty's feet. She begged ilie King sideration should lead them to apai'e 
to lemember the past services of Mon- the life of an innocent man. The 
tigny, her* own youth, and that she doubts entertained as to the expedi- 
had enjoyed his company but four ency of a fresh murder were not allowed 
months. By all these oouaiderations, to benefit the prisoner, who, besides 
and by the passion of Jesus Christ, she being a loyal subject and a communi- 
adjured the monarch to pardon any cant of the ancient Church, was alsu 
fa^ts which her husband might have clothed in the white lobes of an envoy, 
cornmitted.’’^ The reader can easily claiming not only justice but hoepi- 
judge how much effect such a tender tality as the deputy of BhiUp’s sistw, 
appeal was like to have upon the heart Margaret of Parma. These considers- 
of Philip. Prom that rock, thus feebly tions probably never occurred to the 
eimtten, there flowed no fountain of mind of his Majesty. In view, how- 
mercy. It was not more certain that ever, ot the peculiar circumstaaces of 
Moutigny's answers to the interroga- the cose, it was unanimously agreed 
tories addressed to him had created a that there should be no more blood 
triumphant vmdication * of his oouise, publicly shed. Most of the councillors 
than that such vindication would be were in favour of slow poison.^ Mon- 
utterly powerless to save his life. The tiguy’s meat and drmk, they said, 
charges preferred against %im weie should he daily diugged, so ^at be 
similar to those which had brought might die b}*Iittle and little * Philip, 
Kgmout and Horn to the block, and it however, termmated these disquisi- 
certainly created no gi'ound of hope tions by deciding that the en^ of 
for him, that he could prove himself justice would not he thus sufficiently 
even more innocent of suspicious con- answered. The prisoner, he hod re- 
duct than they had done. On the 4th eolved, should he regularly executed, 
March 1570, accordingly, the Duke of but the deed should be secret, and it 
Alva pronounced sentence against him. diould be publicfiy announced that he 
The sentence declared that his head had died of a fever.* 
should be cut off, and afterwards ex- This point having been settled, the 
posed to pubUc view upon the head of King now set about the arrangemeni 
a pike.* Upon the 18th March 1570, of h^ plan with all that close attention 
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to detail which marked hia character. 
The patient industry which, had Qod 
given him a human heart and a love 
of right, might have made him a use- 
ful monarch, he now devoted to a 
scheme of midnight murder, with a 
tranquil sense of enjoyment which 
seems almost incredible. There is no 
exaggeration m caUmg the deed a 
murder, for it certainly was not sanc- 
tioned by any law, divine or human, 
nor justified nor excused by any of 
the circumstances which are supposed 
to palliate homicide. Kor, when the 
.elalrorate and superfluous liixuiy of 
arrangements made by Philip for the 
accomplishment of his design is con- 
sidered, can it be doubted that he 
found a positive pleasure in his task. 
It would almost seem that ha had 
become jealous of Alva's achievements 
in the work of slaughter. He appeared 
willing to prove to those immediately 
about him, that however capable might 
be the Viceroy of conducting public 
executions on a grand and terrifying 
scale, there was yet a certain delicacy 
of finish never attained by Alva in 
such business, and which was aU his 
Hajesty's own. The King was resolved 
to make the assaasmation of Montigny 
a masterpiece. 

On the 17th August 1570, he accord- 
ingly directed Don Eugenio de Peralta, 
concierge of the fortress of Simancas, 
to repair to Segovia, and thence to 
remove the Seigneur -Montigny to 
Simancas.* Here he was to be strictly 
immured, yet was to be allowed at 
times to walk in the corridor adjoin- 
ing hia chamber. On the 7th October 
following, the licentiate Don Alonzo 
de AveUano, alcalde of Valladolid, was 
furnished with an order addressed by 
the King to Don Eugenio de Peralta, 
requiring him to place the prisoner in 
the hands of the said licentiate, who 
was charged with the execution of 
Alva’s sentence.’ This functionary 
hid, moreover, been provided with a 
minute letter of instructions, whidi 
hid been drawn up according to the 
King’s directions, n the 1st October.’ 


In these royal iustructiouB, it was 
stated that, uthongh the sentence was 
for a public execution, yet the King 
had decided in favour of a private one 
within the walls of tho fortress. It 
was to be managed so that no one 
should suspect that Hontigny had 
been executed, but so that, on the 
contrary, it should be universally said 
and beheved that he had died a natui-al 
death. Very few persons, all sworn 
and threatened into secresy, were there- 
fore to be employed. Don Alonzo 
was to start immediately for Valla- 
dolid, which was within two short 
leagues of Simancas. At that place 
he would communicate with Don Eu- 
genio, and arrange the mode, day, and 
hour of execution. He would leave 
Valladolid on the evening before a 
holiday, late in the afternoon, so as to 
arrive a little after dark at Simancas 
He would take with him a confidential 
notary, an executioner, and as few ser- 
vants as possible. Immediately upon 
his entrance to the fortress, he was to 
communicate the sentence of death to 
Montigny, in presence of Don Eugenio 
and of one or two other peisons He 
would then console him, in which task 
he would be assisted by Don Eugenio * 
He would afterwords leave him with 
the religious person who would ho 
appointed for that purpose. That 
night and the whole of the following 
day, whifih would be a festival, till 
after midnight, would be allotted to 
Montigny, Oai he might have time to 
confess, to receive the sacraments, to 
convert himself to God, and to repent. 
Between one and two o’clock in the 
morning the execution was to take 
place, in presence of the ecclesiastic, 
of Don Eugenio de Pei-alta, of the 
notary, and of one or two other per- 
sons, who would be needed by the 
executioner. The ecclesiastic was to 
be a wise and prudent person, and to 
be informed how little confidence 
Montigny inspired in the article of 
faith. If the prisoner should wish to 
make a will, it could not be permitted. 
As all his property had been confis- 
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eated, he could diepoee of uothing. 
Should he, however, desire to make 
a memorial of the debts which he 
would wish paid, he was to he allowed 
that liberty, Jtt was, however, to he 
stipulated, that he was to make no 
allusion, in any memorial or letter 
which he might write, to the execution 
which was about to take place. Ho 
was to use the language of a faan 
teriotaly ill, and vAo /eeZe hmuelf at 
the point o/' death.^ By this infernal 
ingenuity it was proposed to make 
the victim an accomplice in the plot, 
and to place a false exculpation of his 
assassins in his dying hps. The exe- 
cution having been fulled, and the 
death having been announced with 
the diBsimulation prescribed, the burial 
was to take place in the church of 
Saiut Saviour, in Simancas. A mode- 
late degree of pomp, such as hedtted 
a person of Monti^y's quality, was to 
be allowed, and a decent tomb erected. 
A grand maee was also to be celebrated, 
with a respectable number, “ say seven 
bundred," of leaser masses. ' As the 
servants of the defunct were few in 
number, continued the frugal King, 
they might be provided eaw with a 
suit of mouming.' Having thua per- 
sonally arranged all the details of this 
secret work, from the reading of tbo 
sentence to the burial of the prisoner , 
having settled not only the mode of 
bis departure from hfe, but of his 
passage through purgatory, the King 
de^tched the agent on bis mission. 

The royal programme was fmthfully 
enacted. Don Alonzo arrived at Valls- 
dolid, and made his arrangements with 
Don Kugenio. It was agreed that a 
paper, prepared Iw roym authority, 
and brought by Don Alonzo from 
Madrid^ Aould be thrown into tbe 
corridor of Uontigny's prison. This 
paper, written in La^, ran as follows : 
“In the night, as I understand, there 
will be no chance for your escape. In 
the day-time there will be many; for 

1 CorreBpondance de Philippe U„ ii. ggg. 

> Ibid. 

* Oaohard, note to page 156 of Correspon- 
donae da PWlppe II., it 

* lUd, a 686-988. 

* lUA, a 688; and Qaohatd, Introduo- 


you are then in charge of a single 
gouty guardian, no match in stron^h 
or speM for so vigorous a innTi as you. 
Make your escape from the 8tU to tbe 
12th of October, at any hour you can, 
and take the road contiguous to the 
caatle gate through which you entered. 
You will find Bohert and John, who 
will be ready with horses, and ivith 
everything necessary. May God fa- 
vour your undertaking. — ^11. D. M.”’ 

The letter, thus designedly thrown 
into the corridor by one confederate, 
was soon afterwards pioked up by the 
other, who immediately taxed Mon- 
tigny with an attempt to escape.* 
Kotwithstanding the vehement pro- 
testations of iimocenca naturally inade 
by the priaoner, his pretended project 
was made the pretext for a still oloser 
imprisonment m the “Bishop’s Tow- 
er.’’* A letter, written at Madrid, b}- 
Bhilip’a orders, had hem hrought hy 
Dan Alonzo to Simancas, narrating hy 
anticipation these eireumstanees, pre- 
cisely cu they had now oecaartd.* It, 
moreover, stated that Montigny, in 
consequence of his close confinement, 
hod fallen grievously ill, and that he 
would receive all &e attention com- 
patible with his aofe keeping. This 
letter, according to previous orders, 
was now signed hy Don Eugenio de 
Peralta, da^ lOlh October 1570, and 
publicly despatched to Philipl It was 
thus form.iUy ^tablisbed that Kon- 
tigny was seriously ill. A physician, 
thoroughly instructed and sworn to 
secrecy, was now ostentatiously ad- 
mitted to tbe tower, bringing with 
him a vaat quantity of drugs. He 
duly circulated among the towne- 
people, on his return, his opinion 
that tbe iUuBtrious prisoner wae af- 
flicted with a disorder from which it 
was almost impossible that be should 
recover.' Thus, thanks to Philip’s 
masterly precautions, not a person in 
Madrid or Simancas was ignorant that 
Montigny was dying of a fever, witii 

Uou to OoRwponda&ce de TMlippe IL, L 
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the uugld exception ol the patient 
ftimaftTf. 

t>n Saturday, the 14th of October, 
at nightfall, Don Alonzo de AveUano, 
aooompamed by the prescribed mdi 
viduals, including Fiay Hernando del 
Castillo, an ecclesLasUc of high repute 
tion, niade their appearance at the 
piison of Simancas. At ten in the 
eyening the announcement of the sen- 
tence was made to Kontigny. He was 
visibly agitated at the sudden mtelli 
gence, for it was entirely unexpected 
by hun^ He had, on the contnuy, 
hoped much from the intercession of 
the Queen, whose arrival he had 
already learned^ He soon recoveied 
himseif, however, and requested to be 
left alone with the ecclesiastic. All 
the night and the following day weie 
passed m holy offices He conducted 
himself with great moderation, courage, 
and tranquillity. He protested hia en 
tire innocence of any complicity uith 
the Pnnes of Orange, or of any dih 
loyal designs or sentiments at any 
period of hia hfe< He diew up a 
memorial, expreibing lus stiong attach 
ment to every point of the Catholic 
faith, &om which Ae had neier for an 
tn^ont 9U)erved.’^ His whole demean 
our was noble, subnuesiye, and Chris 
han. In every essentul,** said Fray 
Hernando, '*he conducted himself so 


well that we who rem^ may bea^ him 
envy."^^ He wrote a paper of instruo- 
tions coucenunghisfaLthfulandbeieav- 
ed dependants. He placed his signet 
nng;,^ attached to a Bix)all gold chain, 
in the hands of the ecclesiastic, to be 
by bim transnutbed to his wife An 
other nng, set with turquois, he sect 
to his mother-mlaw, the Fnuce « 
Espmoy, &om whom he had leceived 
it About an hour after midnight, on 
the morning, therefore, of the Im^h ot 
October, Flay Hernando g*\ye notice 
that the prisoner was ready to die 
The alcalde Don Alonzo then entered, 
accompamed by the executioner and 
the notary. The sentence of Alva 
was now agam recited, the ikilde 
adding that the King, *'out oi his 
clemency and benignity/* had subbti- 
tuted a secret for a public execution 
Montigny admitted that tlie ]udginent 
would be just and the pumshmeiib 
lenient, if it were conceded that the 
charges ogasnat him weie tiue Hie 
enemies, however, while he had been 
thus immured, had posbcbscd the pon er 
to accuse him as they listed He 
ceased to speak, and the executioner 
then came forward and strangled him 
The alcalde, the notary, and the eie 
cuticmer then immediately started foi 
YalJadolid, so that no peisou ne^t 
morning inew that they bid been 


1 fielaticn, etc Abo Letter of Fiay Her 
nando del Castillo to Ltetor '\olasco, in 
Correspondance de Fhihppe II , ii 992 
* Ibid --'It will be perceived that Philip 
had taken pieeautionaxy measures against 
the requBst which his young bnde, accord 
ingto her piomise to the Dowager Couutess 
of Mom, had promised to piefer in behalf of 
Montigny According to Mctcren, vrho 
vpon tbiB occasion h^ been followed by 
and Hoofd, as well as hy later hisbo* 
Tians, Philip detemuned to mspatch the 
pnsmier bmore the amvol of the Queen, 
m order that he might not be obliged to 
Tofbse her first request They odd, tfa^ 
Ucmtigny was accordingly poisoaed m a 
pottage which his own page was com 
polled to administer to him. ^nie page was 
threatened with death if he revealed tho 
secret, sajs Hoofd; but according to Uete 
len, ho dad discover the deed to his intimate 
IHends A burning fever was said to have 
been produced by /*h9 poison, which oar- 
Tied off die victim on the Ist O^tobw The 

£ i sailed from Flushirg on the 26th 
mber, and although these writers are 
kon as to the ex^ date and manner 


of the mflrder, yet they weie ceitaiuly iieli 
informed as to the general featuies of the 
mysterious tiansactiou Then stitcmcut 
that Montigny was dead before tlie Qu<>cn 
left the ship, is manifest^ a mibtaken one 
for it appears by t^e letter of Frav Herinudo 
that the prisouer bad already Itorued tin. 
nows of her ainvil Still ho was, without 
doubt, lepiesented by Philip to tho Queen is 
aJieady dead or druig, and the luastcil} 
precautions taken rendorLd contradicbiDi 
itnpOBBiblo Ho bad already been removed 
to Bimancas, on the 1st October and vma 
reported gnevously ill on the 10th Tiieae 
contemporaries may be forgiven for bavmg 
mven the poisoned pottage instead of the 
*' gai otte,** 08 the reu mstruiuent of oeitli 
and this is almost tiie only mistake winch 
they havo made, now that tho narration ii 
compared with the detailed statement ma lo 
^ Phihp himself— V Meteren, in 64 
Hoofd, V 172, its Compare Wagon k* 
Vadejd. Hist, Deel, vi 240, Bor, iv 
(356) 
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that night at Simancas, nor oould 
guess the dark deed ^hioh they had 
- then and there aooomplished.^ The 
ten'ible secret they were forbidden, 
an pain of dea^i, to reveal. 

Hontigny, unmediately aftef his 
death, was clothed in uie habit of 
Saint flmncis, in order to conceal the 
marks of strangulation. In the course 
of the day the body was deposited, ac- 
cording to the King’s previous orders, 
in the church of S^t Saviour. Bon 
Kugenio de Peralta, who superintended 
tile interment, uncovered the f<ice of 
the defunct to prove his identity, which 
was instantly recognised by many sor- 
rowing servants. The next moi-ning 
the second letter, prepared by Philtp 
long before, and brought by Bon Alonzo 
de AveUano to Simancas, received the 
date of 17 th October 1570, together 
with the signature of Bon Ifugeuio de 
Peralta, keeper of Sunancas fortress, 
and was then publicly deytatched to 
the Kin g! It stated that, notwith- 
standing the care given to the Seig- 
neur de Hontigny in his severe illness 
by the physicians who had attended 
him, he had continued to grow worse 
and worse until the previous morning 
between three and four o'daok, when 
he hod expired. The Fray Hernando 
del Castillo, who hod accidentally 
happened to be at Simancas, had per- 
formed the holy offices, at the request 
of the deceased, who had died in so 
catholic a frame of mind, that great 
hopes might be entertamed of his sal- 
vation. Although he possessed no 
property, yet bis burial had been con- 
ducted very respectably.* 

On the M of November 1670, these 
two letters, ostensibly written by Bon 
Eugenio de Peralta, were transmitted 
by Philip to the Buke of Alva. They 
were tif serve as evidence of the state- 
ment which the Governor-General was 
n ow instructed to make, that the Seig- 

1 Letter of Pray Hemondo. Correspon- 
danoe de Fhiliiipe If., il. Otii-fiSG. 

s Oonespandance de Phihpiie 11., U. 990- 
(98. 

* “ Ubatiando deacuidada y dissimulada- 
mente."— Goirespondfuice de Philippe If, 
U. 997. 

* “Eatomlsmoborraddelad&a, que de ' 
los muertos no hay quo hacer, slno buon 
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neur de Montigny had died a natm'al 
death in the fortress of Simancas. By 
the same courier, the King likewiso 
forwarded a secret memoir, containing 
the exact history of the dark transac- 
tion, from which memoir the foregoing 
account has been prepared. AA the 
same time the Buke was instructed 
publicly to exhibit the lying letters of 
Bon Eugenio de Peralta,* as contain- 
uig an authentic statement of the 
aS'air. The King observed, moreover, 
in his letter, that there was not a per- 
son in Spain who doubted that Hon- 
tigny had died of a fever. He added, 
tliat if the sentiments of the deceased 
nobleman had been at all in confor- 
mity with his external manifestatlonB, 
accordmg to the accounts received of 
his last moments, it was to be hoped 
that God would ^ve mercy upon his 
soul. The secretary who copied the 
letter took the liberty of adding, hoiw- 
ever, to this paragraph the suggestion, 
that “if Montigny were reaUy a he 
retro, the devil, who always assistb 
hiB children in such momenta, would 
hardly have failed him in his dyit^ 
hour." Philip, displeased with this 
flippancy, caused Ihe passage to bo 
erased. He even gave vent to his 
royal indignation in a marginal note, 
to the effect that we should always 
express favourable judgments concern- 
ing the dead* — a pious sentiment 
always dearer to wiating-maaters than 
to historians, it seemed never to have 
occurred, however, to this remarkable 
moralist, that it was quite as repre- 
hensible to strangle an innocent man 
as to speak ill oi him after his de- 
cease.* 

years after' his arrival in ^^id as 
Buchess Margaret's ambassador, and 
three years after the death of his 
fellow-envoy. Marquis Berghen. No 
apology is necessary for so detailed an 

juicio.”— Correspcndimco da Philippe II., it 
997. 

* On the 22d Uaich IGil, a decree con. 
demning the memory of Montigny, end con- 
fiscating all his estates, was duly issued hy 
vibePuhoof Alva, “iD^nsequeuceofinfor* 
matron then Just lemved that the said 
seigneur had dgparted life by a noturd death 
in the fortreee of Simancas."— CornspoD- 
dance de Pbihppe II., ii. 1018, 




■ccoimt of tliia dark and secret tragedy, 
^e great ttanEOctionB of a reign are 
Bometiines paltry things ; great battles 
and great treaties, aft^ ya^ consump- 
tion of life and of breath, often leave 
Ibe world where they found it. The 
events which occupy many of the 
statelier pages of history, and whi<di 
hare most hved m the mouths of men, 
frequently contain but commonplace 
lessons of philosophy. It is perhaps 
otherwise when, by the resuscitation 
of secret documents, over which the 
dust of three centuries has gathered, 
we are enabled to study the internal 
woiking of a system of perfect tyranny. 
Liberal institutions, repubhcan or con- 
stitutional governments, move in the 
daylight ; we see their mode of opera- 
tion, feel the jar of their wheels, and 
are oftei) nee^essly alarmed at their 
apparent tendencies. The reverse of 
the picture is not always so easily 
attainable. When, therefore, wo find 
a careful portrait of a consummate 
tyrant, painted by his own hand, it is 
worth our while to pause for a mo- 
ment, that we may carefully peruse 
the lineaments. Cei-tainly, we shall 
afterwards not love liberty the less. 

Towaids the end of the year 1570, 
Etm another and a terrible misfortune 
descended upon the Netherlands. It 
was now the hand of God which smote 
the unhappy countiy, already so tor- 
tured by the cruelty of war. An inun- 
dation, more tremenobus than any 
which had yet been recorded in those 
atmalg go prohfic in such catastrophes, 
now swept the whole coast from 
Glanders to Friesland.^ Not the me- 
morable deluge of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, out of which the Zuyder Zee was 
bom ; not that in which &e waters of 
the DoUort had closed for ever over 
the villages and churches of Groningen; 
not one of those perpetually recurring 
floods by which Ihe inhabi^ts of the 
Netherlands, year after year, were re- 
called to on anxious remembrance of 
the watery chaos out of which their 
fatherland had been created, and into 
which it was in daily danger of resolv- 

» Bor, V. 829 Hoofd, vl. “OB, 200. 
i • IMd , TL 20B. 

\ • Hoofd, ubi Bnp. 
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ing itself again, had excited so much 
terror and caus^ so much destruction. 
A continued and violent gale from the 
north-west had long been sweeping the 
At.1a.nt.in waters into the North Sea, 
and had now piled them upon the fra- 
gile coasts of the provinces. The 
dykes, tasked beyond their strength, 
burst in every direction. The cities 
of Flanders, to a considerable distance 
inland, were suddenly invaded by tlie 
waters of the ocean.^ The whole nar- 
row peninsula of North Holland s'as 
in imminent danger of being swept 
away for ever.’* Between Amsterdam 
and Meyden, the great Diemer dyke 
was broken through in twelve places. 
The Hand-bos, a bulwark formed of 
oaken piles, fastened with metal clamps, 
moored wi^ iron anchom, and secured 
by gravel and granite, was snapped to 
pieces hke packthread. The “ Sleeper,” 
a dyke thus called, because it was usu- 
ally left in repose by the elements, ex- 
cept in great emergencies, alone hold 
fii-m, and prevented the consummatiuo 
of the catastrophe.^ Still the occiif 
poured in upon the land with teirible 
fury. Port, Kotterdam, and many 
other cities were, for a time, almost 
submerged. Along the coast, fishing 
vessels, and even ships of larger size, 
were floated up mto the country, wheie 
they entangled themselves in groves 
and orchards, or beat to pieces the 
roofs odd walls of houses^ The de- 
struction of life and of property was 
enormous throughout the maritime 
provinces, but in Friesland the desola- 
tion was complete. There nearly all 
the dykes and sluices were dashed to 
fragments ; the oountiy, far and wide, 
converted into an angry sea. The 
steeples and towers of inland cities 
became islands of the ocean. Thou- 
sands of human beings were swept out 
of existence in a few houra Ayhole 
districts of territory, with all their 
villages, farms, and churches, were 
rent from their places,’ home along 
by the force of the waves, sometimes 
to be lodged in another part of the 
country, sometimes to bo entirely en- 

~ Ibid » Ibid. 
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guUed. Multiindes of men, iromen, 
cMIdren, of hones, oxen, sheep, and 
- eveiydomestic animal, were struggling 
' in the waves in everydireotion. Every 
boat, and eve^jy a^cle which could 
serve as a hoai^ were eagerly seized 
upon. Every house was inundated; 
even the grave-yards gave up their 
dead. 'The living infant in his cradle, 
and the long-buried corpse in his cof- 
fin, floated side by side. The ancient 
flood seemed about to be renewed. 
Eveiyivhere, upon the top of trees, 
upon the steeples of churches, hu- 
man beings were clustered, praying 
to Qod for mercy, and to their feUow- 
men for assistance.' As the storm at 
last was subsiding, boats began to ply 
in every direction, saving those who 
were BtUl struggling in the water, pick- 
ing fugitives from roofs and tree tops, 
and collecting the bodies of those al- 
ready drowned. Colonel Bobles, Seig- 
neur ds Billy, formerly much hated 
for his .Spanish or Portuguese blood, 
made himself very active in this hu- 
mane work. By his exertions, and 
those of the troops belonging to Gro- 
ningen, many lives were rescued, and 
gratitude replaced the ancient animo- 
eity. It was estimated that at least 
twenty thousand persons were de- 
stroy^ in the province of Friesland 
alone. Throughout the Netherlands, 
one hundred thousand persona peiish- 
ed. The damage done to ^operty, 
the number of animals engulfed m the 
sea, were almost incalculable.* 

These events took place on the let 
and 2d November 1670, The former 
happened to be the day of All Saints, 
and the Spaniards maintained loudly 
that the vengeance of Heaven bad de- 
scended upon the abode of heretics.' 
The Netherlanders looked upon tne 
catastrophe as ominous of still more 
terrible misfortunes in store for them. 
Thm seemed doomed to destruotion 
by God and man. An overwhelming 
tyranny had long been chafing againrt 
their constitutionBl bulwarks, only to 
sweep over them at last ; and now the 


resistless ocean, impatient of man’s 
feeble barriers, had at last risen to re- 
claim his pray. Nature, as if disposed 
to put to the blush the feeble cruelty 
of man, bad thus wrought more havoc 
in a few hours, than bigotry, however 
active, could effect in many years. 

Nearly at the close of this year (1570) 
an incident occurred, illustrating the 
ferocious courage so often engendered 
in civil contests. On the western veige 
of the Isle of Bommel, stood the castle 
of Lowestein. The island is not in the 
sea. It IB the narrow but important 
territory which is enclosed between 
the kleusa and the Waal. The castle, 
placed in a slender hook, at the junc- 
tion of the two rivers, commsnded the 
two cities of Gorcum and Horcum, and 
the whole navigation of the waters.* 
One evening, towards the end of De- 
cember, four monks, wearing the cowls 
and robes of hlendicant Grey Friars, 
demanded hospitality at the castle 
gate.* They were at once ushered into 
the presence of the commandant, a 
brother of President Tisnacq. He was 
standing by the fire, convening with 
his wife. The foremost monk ap- 
proaching him, asked whether the 
castle held for the Duke of Alva or the 
Prince of Orange. The castellan replied 
that he recognised no prince save 
Philip, King of Spain. Thereupon the 
monk, who was no other than Herman 
de Buy ter, a drover by tiade, and a 
warm paitisan'^f Orange, plucked a 
pistol from beneath his robe, and shot 
the commandant through the head. 
The others, taking advantage of the 
sudden panic, overcame all the resis- 
tance offered by the feeble garrison, 
and made themselves masters of the 
place.' In the course of the next day 
tney introduced into the castle four or 
fave and twenty men, with which force 
they diligently set tiiemselves to for- 
tify the place and seoure themselves in 
its possession.' A laiger reinforce- 
ment which they had reckoned upon, 
was detained by the floods and frosts, 
which, for the moment, had mode 
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the loada and rlvera alike impractl- 
cahle. 

Don Boderigo do Toledo, govemor 
o£ Bois le Duo, immediately despatched 
a certain Captain Ferea, at the head 
of two hundred soldiers, who were 
joined on the way hy a miscellaneous 
force of volunteers, to recover the for- 
tress as soon as posaible.t The castle, 
bathed on its outward walls by the 
^yaal and Meuse, and having two re- 
doubts, defended by a double interior 
foss, would have been difficult to take 
by assault^ had the number of the be- 
sieged been at all adequate to its de- 
fence. As matters stood, however, 
the Spaniards, by battering a breach 
m the wall with their cannon on the 
Urst day, and then esc.-iladmg the 
iimer walks with remarkable gallautry 
npon the second, found themselves 
masters of the place within eight and 
forty hours of their first appearance 
before its gates. Moat of the defenders 
were either slain or captured alive. 
Do Buyter alone hod betaken himself 

1 I3or, Uondo/a, IIooCl, ubi sup Corres- 
ponrlimce de Piulippo 11 , it 1004 

> Mecdoss, T. 10!), 110. 

s Bor, Uoofd, ubi sup Meioren, ill SO. 
The last wi itor, who iiQsor omits an oppor- 
tunity to illustrate the prowess of his couii- 
biymen, whose oouroge certainly needs no 
axaggerriiou, assures his readers that i/tne 
Ooat-iosdi 0 / tiu arpita of those who had 
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to an inner hall of tho oasUe, where 
he stood at bay upon the thrashold. 
Many Spaniards, one after another, as 
they attempted to kill or to seoure him, 
fell before bis sword, wjpeh he wielded 
withthe strength of a ^ant.-* At last, 
overpowered by numbers, and weak- 
ened by the loss of blood, he retreated 
slowly into the hall, followed hy many 
of his antagonists. Here, by an unex- 
pected movement, he applied a match 
to a tram of powder, whi^ he had pre- 
viously laid odong the floor of the apart- 
ment. The explosion was instanta- 
neous. The tower, where the contest 
was taking place, sprang into the air, 
and De Buyter with his enemies shared 
a common doom.* A part of the man- 
gled remains of this heroic but ferocious 
patriot were afterwords dug from the 
I ruins of the tower, and with impotent 
malice nailed npon the gallows at Bois 
le Due.® Of hiB surviving companions, 
some were beheaded, some were broken 
on the wheel, some were hung and 
quaitered — all were executed.® 

fallen by De Buy ter's arm were corned from 
the casUe 

* Bor, Boofd, nbl sup. 

* Bor, Uoofd, DIeteren. 

* “Twoe dear of geraabraakb," says 

Hnofd, VI, 298. ** Gofangben, goppniat 

ende geoxoouteort," says Idotoren, iii. 60; 
**deaqi 2 artisando lossoldadosqiteaetomeirai 
ti709 en Anvers,’’ says UendoEa. 
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well as lower orders— Vimt of Francis de Alava to BruBsols— His unfavourable report to 
the Klus— ^^enilouB languid of tho Buko— Deputation to Spain— Universal revolt 
agamst the tax— Ferocity of Alvor— Execution of eighteen tradesmen secreUy ordered* 
Interrupted hj the capture of Bnll— Beggars of the sea— The younger Wild Boar of 
Ardenues— Beconciliation between the EuglJsh government and that of Alvor— The 
Eetherland privateersmen ordered out of English ports— De la March's fleet before Brill 
—The town summoned to surrcMer— Commissioneis sent out to tho fleet — Flight of the 
magistrates and townspeople— Capture of tlie place — ^Indignation of Alva— Popular ex- 
ultation in Brussels — ^^ns and cancatures— Boasu ordered tiArecovor the town of Brill 
— Eha defea^His perfidious entrance into Rotterdam— Massocro in that dty— Flushing 
rovolutiouised— Unsuccessflil attempt of Governor de Bourgogne to recall the citizens to 
their obedience— Expedition undv Treslong from Bnll to assist the town of Flushing- 
Murder of Pacheco 17 the Patriots— *t Zeraerts appointed Governor of 'Walohsran qy 
Orange. 


Weilb such. Imd been the domestic 
events of the Netherlands during the 
years 1569 and 1570, the I'rmce of 
Orangey* although again a 'wanderer, 
had never allowed himself to despair. 
During this whole period, the darkest 
hour for himadf and for bis country, 
he was ever watchful. After disband’ 
ing his troops at Strosbuig, and after 
making the best arrangements possible 
under the ciroumstan^ for the even* 
tual payment of their wage^ ha bad 
joined the army which the Duke of 


Deux Fonts had been raising in Ger- 
many to assist the cause of ^e Hoguo- 
nots in France.^ The Ihinoe having 
been forced to admowledjE^ that, for 
the moment, all open efforts in the 
Netherlands were likely to be frui^ 
less, instinctively tum^ his eyes to- 
wards the more favourable oroect Of 
the Reformation in P^nee. It ww 
inevitable that, while he was thus 
thrown for the time out of hb 
mate employment, Ite should be lea to 
the battles o| fre^m in a nelgbl^w* 
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ing land. The Duke of Dens Ponte, 
t^ho jEdt Elis oma military skill hardly 
adequate to the task which he had as- 
sumed, was glad, as it were, to put 
himseU and his army under the orders 
of Orange.^ 

Meantime the battle of Jamac had 
been fought; the Prince of Condd, 
covered with wounds, and exclaiming 
that it was sweet to die for Christ and 
country, had fallen from his saddle; 
the whole Huguenot army had been 
routed by the royal forces under the 
nommal command of Anjou, and the 
body of Condd, tied to the back of a 
she-ass, had been paraded through the 
streets of Jamac in derision.’ Affairs 
had already grown almost os black for 
the cause of freedom in France as in 
the provinces. Shortly afterwards 
William of Orange, with a band of 
twelve hundred horsemen, joined the 
banners of Cohgny. His two brothers 
accompanied him.’ Henry, the strip- 
ling, had loft the university to follow 
the fortunes of the Prince. The indo- 
mitable Louis, after seven thousand of 
iis army had been slam, had swum 
naked across the Kms, exclaiming “that 
bin courage, thank God, was as fresh 
and lively as ever," * and had lost not 
a moment in renewing his hostile 
schemes against the Spanish govern- 
ment. In the meantime he had joined 
the Huguenots in France. The battle 
of Moncontour had succeeded. Count 
Peter Mansfeld, with—fivo thousand 
troops sent by Alva, fighting on the 
side of the Boyalists, and Louis Kassau 
on that of the Huguenots, atoning by 
the steadiness and skill with which he 
covered the retreat, for his intemperate 
courage, which hiid precipitated the 
action, and perhaps been the main 
cause of Coligny’s overthrow’ The 
Prince of Orange, who had been pe- 
remptorily called to the Hetherhmda in 
the beginning of the autumn, was not 
present at the battle. Disguised os a 
peasant, with but five attendants, and 
at great peril, he bad crossed the ene- 


my's lines, travemed Fkanoe, and ai% 
rived in Germany before Gie wintar.' 
Count Louis remained with the Hugue- 
nots. So necessary did he seem to 
their cause, and so dear ^ad he become 
to their armies, that during the severe 
illness of CoUgny in the course of the 
following summer all eyes were turned 
upon him as the inevitable successor 
of «nat great man,^ the only remaining 
pillar of freedom in France. 

Coligny recovered. The deadly 
peace between the Hugueuota and the 
Court succeeded. The Admiral, de- 
spite bis sagacity and his suspicions, 
embarked with his whole party upon 
that smooth and treacherous current 
which led to the horrible catastrophe 
of Saint Bartholomew. To occupy his 
attention, a formal engagement was 
made by the government to send suc- 
cour to the Netherlanda. The Admiral 
was to lead the auxiliaries which weie 
to be despatched across the frontier to 
overthrow the tyrannical government 
of Alva Long and anxious were the 
colloquies held between Coligny and 
the Boyalists.’ The monarch requested 
a detailed opinion, in writing, from the 
Admiral, on the most advisable plan 
for invading the Netherlands. The 
result was the preparation of the cole- 
hrated memoir, under Coligny’s direc- 
tions, by young De Momay, Seigneur 
de Flessis. The document was cer- 
tainly not a paper of the highest order 
It did not appeal to the loftier iii- 
Btincta which kings gr common mor 
tala might be supposed to possess. It 
Bummoned the monarch to the conte.‘‘t 
in the Netherlands that the auciei.c 
injuries committed by Spain might be 
avenged. It invoked the ghost of Isa- 
bella of France, foully murdered, as it 
was thought, by PhJip. It held out 
the prospect of reannexing tee f.iir 
provinces, wrested from the Bang’s an 
oeators by former Spanish sovereigns. 
It painted the hazardous position 
Philip, with the Moorish revolt gnan - 
ing at the entrails of his kingdom, with 
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the TurkL^h war conBuming its extra* 
duties, with the canker of rebelhon 
corrodmg the very heart of the Nether- 
lands. It recalled, with exultation, 
the melancholy fact that the only 
natural and ifealthy existence 6f the 
French was in a state of war—that 
Fiance, if not occupied with foreign 
campaigns, could not be pi evented 
fiom plunging ita sword into its own 
vitals. It indulged in refreshing re- 
miniscences of those halcyon days, not 
long gone by, when France, enjoying 
perfect ti'auquillity within ita own 
borders, w’as calmly and logulaily eat- 
rying on ita long wars be^und tbe 
fiontier ^ 

In spite of thi-j a wage spirit, which 
modem documents, if they did not 
pcoiii, would at least have shrouded, 
the jiaper was nevcithele^s a sagacious 
one , but the request for the memoir, 
and the many interviews on the subject 
of the invasion, were only intended to 
deceive. They were but the euxtaan 
which concealed the prepaiations for 
the dark tragedy which ivaa about to 
be enacted. Equally deceived, and 
more sanguine than ever, Louis Nassau 
during tins peiiod iras indefatigable in 
hiB attempts to gaiu friends for his 
cause. He had repeated audiences of 
the King, to whose court he liad come 
in disguise." He made a strong and 
warm impiession upon Elizabeth's en- 
voy at tlie French oouit, "^N^afeingliam 
It IS piobable that la the Count's im- 
IJctuooity to caiiy hw point, he allowed 
inoie plausibility to be given to certain 
projects for subdividing the Nether- 
lan^ than his brother would ever 
have sanctioned ^ The prince was a 
totalstranger to these inchoate schemes. 
His work ivas to set his country fieo, 
and to destroy the tyranny which had 
giowu •colossal. That employment 
was sufficient for a lifetime, and there 
IS no proof to be found that a paltry 
and personal aelf-mterest had even the 
lowest place among his motives. 

kleantime, m the autunm of 1569, 
Ora nge had again reached Germany . 
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Paul Buys, Pensionary of Leyden, ha»i 
kept him constantly informed of the 
state of afiairs in the provinoea. * 
Through his means an extensive cor« 
respondcnce was organised and main- 
tained with leading persons in every 
^vt of the Nether^nds. The conven- 
tional tei'ius by which different matters 
and persons of importance w'cre desig- 
nated m these letters were familiarly 
known to all friends of the cause, not 
only in the provinces, hut m Fmnce, 
England, Germany, and partaculorly 
in the gieat oommercLd cities. The 
Prince, for example, was always desig- 
nated as Martin 'Willemzoon, the Duke 
of Alva as lilaster Powels van Alblas, 
the Queen of England as Heniy Philip 
soon, the King of Denmaik as Peter 
Peteison. The twelve signs of the 
zodiac were used mste.id of the twelve 
months, and a gieat vaiiely of similar 
subatilutiuns weio adopted ^ Bcfoie 
his visit to Fiance, Orange had, more- 
over, issuedcommissiuns, in his capacity 
of sovereign, to various seafaring per- 
sons, who were empowered to cruise 
against Bpanibh commerce.*^ 

The ** beggars of the sea,’* as these 
privateersmen designated themselves^ 
soon acquired os terrible a name as the 
wild beggars, or the forest beggars;^ 
but the Prince, having had many con- 
vci‘'Atious with Admiral Coligny on 
the iinporiant benefits to be derived 
from ^he sybtcin, h.id faithfully set 
Uim&elf to eff»t a iefoim.itiou of its 
abuses after his letuin from Fiance. 
The Seigneur do Polbain, W'ho, like 
many other refugee nobles, h^ ac- 
quired much distinction in tliis roving 
corsair life, had for a season acted as 
Admiral for the Prince. He had, 
howei'er, resolutely dcchned to render 
any accounts of his various expeditions, 
and was now depnved of his command 
in consequence.^ Gillam de Fiennes, 
Seigneur dc Lumbi'es, w’as appointed 
to succeed him. At the same time 
strict ordei-s were issued by Orange 
forbidding all hostile measures agai^ 
the Emperor or any of the princea o| 
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the empire, acrainst Sweden, Denmark, 
England, or against any potentates who 
were protectors of the true Chi istian 
religion ^ The Duke of Ali a and his 
adherents were designated as the only 
law ful antagonists The Pi ince, more 
over, gave minute instructions os to 
the disciplme to be observed m hia 
fleet The articles of war weie to be 
stnctly enfoiced Each commander 
vraa to mamtain a minister on board 
hiB ship, who was to pi each Gods 
Word, and to pieaerve Chii'aiian inety 
among the crew No one was to 
exercise any command in the fleet save 
native NethciUndeis, unless thereto 
exjiressly commissioned by the Prince 
of Oiange All pi ires wue to be 
divided and diatiiLuted by a pre 
BCiibed rule No persons weie to be 
reeeived on board either os sailors oi 
soldiers, sav e “ folk of good name and 
fame ’ No man who had over been 
punished of nistice was to be admitted 
Such were the piincipol features in the 
oigamsabion of that infant navy w hieh 
m course of this and the following 
centuries, was to achieve so many 
triumphs, and to whieh a poweilid 
and adventurous meiraiitile maiine 
had already led the way “ Of then 
ships,' said Caidinal Bentivogho ‘the 
Hollanders make houses, of thou houses 
schools Hei e they ai e born, hti c edu 
cated, here they learn their profesMion 
Their sailors flying from one pole to 
the other, practising tlwr ai-t wherevei 
the sifn displays itself to nioitals be 
come BO skilful tbat vhey can scaicel} 
he equalled, ceitamly not suipaiscii 
by any nation in the civilioed v oilil ‘ 

The France, however, on his xcsuin 
fiom Fiance, had nevei been in so 
forlorn a condition “ Orange is plamly 
perishing,' said one of the fi lends of 
the cause ^ Nut only had he no funds 
to oiganise new levies, but he was daily 
exposed to the most clamorously uiged 
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claims, glowing out of the army wh.ch 
he had been recently obhged to dis- 
band It had been arig<iiany reported 
in the Netheilands that he had fallen 
in the battle of Monoontour “ . he 
have ■-really been takSi off," wrote 
VigliuB, haidly darmg to credit the 
gieat news, "we shall all of us have 
less cause to tremble After his 
actual retuni, however, lean and beg 
gaied, with neither money noi credit, 
a mere threvtemug shadow without 
substance or puwei, he seemed to 
justify the saicaem of Gianvelle 
“ Vana sine uiibva tia," quoted the 
Caidinal,^ and of a veiity it seemed 
that not a man wae likely to stir m 
Geimany ui hie behalf, now that so 
deep a gloom had descended upon his 
cause T he obsem e and the oppressed 

thioughoutthe provinces and Germany 
etill freely contributed out of their 
weolciiess and then poveity, and taxed 
themselv es beyond their means to as lat 
enterprises for the relief of the h othei 
lands The great ones of tbi caiih, 
however, those on whom the Pimee 
bad relied, those to whom he Lad 
gi/en hiB heait, dukes, pnnees, and 
cleeeois, in this fatal change of his 
foi tunes ‘ fell away like iviter '* 
btill bis spiiit was unbioken Dis 
letters shewed a peiieet appreciatioi 
of his situation, and of tbat to wh eii 
hiB country was reduced, but they 
never exhibited a tiace of weakness oi 
despair A modest, but lofty cour i^s, 
a pious, but unaffected resign ition 
bieathed through every documeut 
public or piivate, which fell from bis 
pen duiing this epoch He wrote to 
ins brother John tint he w s quite 
Willing to go to Prankfoit, in oidei to 
give himself up os a hostage to 1 is 
hoops for the payment of then ai 
rears* At the svmo time he-begeid 
his brother to more heaven and eiitu 
to raise at least one hundred thousand 
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thalers. If he could only furnish them 
with a month’s pay* the soldiers would 
perhaps he for a time contented.^ He 
gave directions also concerning the 
disposition o| what remained of his 
plate and fumiturei the greater part 
of it having been already sold and ex- 
pended in the cause. He thought it 
would, on the whole, ha better to have 
the remainder sold, piece by piece, at 
the fair. More money would bo raised 
hy that course than hy a more whule- 
s^e arrangement.^ 

He was now obliged to attend person- 
ally to the most minute matters of 
domettic economy. Th e in an who had 
been the mate of empeiora, who was 
himself a soicioign, who had Ihcd his 
life long 111 pomp and liixniy, sup* 
lounded by countless nobles, pages, 
men-at-arms, and menials, now calmly 
accepted the position of an outlaw and 
an exile. He cheeifully fulfilled t^»slws 
which had formerly devolved upon his 
glooms and valets. There was an 
almost pathetic simplicity in the 
homely details of an existence which, 
for the moment, had become so ob- 
scure and BO desper.ite. Send by the 
bearer/* he wrote, ''the little hackney 
given me hy the Adrniial; send also 
iny two pair of trunk hose; one pair 
is at the tailor’s to be mended, the ' 
other pair you will please oider to be 
taken fioin the things \\liich I wore 
lately at Hillenburg. They fie cn the 
table with my accoutrements If the 
litclo hackney be not in conchtion, 
please send ^e gioy horse with the 
cropped ears and tail.”^ 

He was always mindful, however, 
not only of the great cause to which 
he had devoted himself, but of the 
wants experienced by individuals who 
hod done him service. He never for- 
got hia friends. In the depth of his 
own misery he remembered favours 
received humble persons. "Send 
a little cup, worth at least a hundred 
ilonns, to Hartmann Wolf,” he wrote 
to his brother; ** you can take as mudi 
silver ouf of the coffer, in which there 
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is still some of my chapel scrnce ro- 
maming.”'* " You will observe that 
Affenstein is wanting a hoi se,” he wrote 
on another occasion; "please look him 
out one, and send it to me with the 
price. I will send you the money. 
Since he has shewn himself so willing 
in the cause, one ought to do something 
for him.”= 

The contest between the Duke and 
the estates, on the subject of the tenth 
and twent’.th penny had been for a 
season. adjuated. The two yeaia’ term, 
however, during bich it bad been ar- 
ranged that the tax thoiUd be eoin- 
•muted, waste expiio in the autumn oi 
1571.*' Edily tlierofoie in this year 
the disputes v> oi e renewed with greatei 
acrimony than ever The estates felt 
8.atisfied that the King was less eager 
than the Viceroy. Viglius was satas- 
fied that the power of Alva n as upon 
the wane. While the King nas not 
hkely oiionly to robul e his recent 
mcaMiies, it seemed not impiobable 
that the GoTeinor’s rcileiated requests 
to be recalled might bo gianted. For- 
tified by these considerations, the 
President, who hod so long been the 
supple tool of the tjunat, suddenly 
assumed the character of a popular 
tnbune. The wi.aDghnge, the contra- 
dictions, the vitupei.itions, the threat- 
emngs, now bec,une incess.ant in the 
council. The Duke found th.at he 
h.id exulted preimtuioly, when he 
auiionnced to 1!io King the triumphant 
establishment, m peipetiuly, of the 
lucrative tax. So far from all the 
estates having given their consent, as 
he had maiiiiained, and as he had 
wiitten to Philip, it now appealed that 
not one of those bodies considered 
itself bound beyond its quota for the 
two years. This was formally stated 
iu the council by Berlaymont and 
other membeis' The wiath of the 
Duke blazed forth at this announce- 
ment. He berated Berlaymont for 
maintaining, or for aJloiving it to be 
maautamed, that the consent of the 
orders had ever been doubtful. Hepro- 
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tested that they had as unequiyocally 
agreed to tho pcipctual impo&itiou of 
the tax M he to its commut itiou dui 
ing tvv o ^ eoi 3 He dec] u ed^ how e\ er, 
that he oa sich of quotas The tax 
should DOW be e llected f i ihw ith, and 
Tieasuicr Schet/ nos ordcied to take 
his measures accorduiQl} ^ 

At a coufeience on the 20th hlaj, 
the. Duke abked Vigliusfui his nuon 
The Piesideut made a long ie| tak 
mg the ground that the cunseut cf the 
oidushad bcLii onl} condition U, and 
appealing to such inemberB of the 
tinxnce coimcil *i'» wqiq picseut to con 
him liiB aAacitiou It was confiimed 
b\ ill The Duke, m apa'afiioD, awore 
that those \>ho diied mamtain such a 
stattiiient &hould be chastised \ iglius 
leplied that it had alna^s been the 
custom fdl councilloiB to declaie their 
ox>mion, and that they had never be 
fore been thieatened with such con 
bequeuces If such, howeaei, weio 
his Excellency s sentiments, Gouncillors 
had better stay at home, h Id thou 
tongues and so avoid chasti'jemcnt 
The Duke, conti oiling liiiiiself a little, 
apologised £oi thi« ailu n to chastise 
incut a mcuice \Nhich 1 0 di claimed 


haMng instilled >Mth rcfucnce to 
councJ^oib >vhcm he hid al\\ayB com 
mended to the King and of uhom his 
Majesty bad so Ingh an 0 ^ inicn At a 
■•ubsequeut meeting the Duke took 
Vigliua aside and ab&iued him that he 
vat quite of hu oua of ihinl mg 
Foi ceitam icasois, hueva^ he ex 
pressed luniself ai uni ilhng that the 
f t of (he c u icU ihoul I he a ate of the 
chavge in hii 1 ecu i He i iluf he% nd 
to disnemf Ic* T ’ e a&tutc 1’ Cbidcut, 
loi a moment, could not im igino the 
Govern 31 o diiffc He aftoiwudspcr 
cei\cd thit the ob]ect of tluo htUe 
piece of decepti n h id been to close 
his mouth Ihe Duke oba lously eon 
jectuied that the Piesident, lulled 


mto security by this secict asauiaue 
would be silent , that the other com 
eillors, behoving the Fieaident to hvi 
*^pt^ the Governors views, woul 
^ter iheir opmions, and that tl 
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opposition of the estates, thus losing 
its Buppoit m the council, would like 
vise very soon be abandoned.^ The 
President however, wns not to be en 
trapped by this falseljpod He re 
solutety maintained his hostility to 
the tax, depending foi his secuiity on 
the rojal opimoii, the popular feeliug, 
and the judgment of his colleagues 

The dally meetings of the boaid 
vere almost entuely occupied hj this 
single subject Although since the 
iimal of Alva the Council of Blood 
had usiuped ncaily all the functions 
of the state and hnaiice councils, v Lt 
theie now seemed a disposition on the 
pai t of AIv a to seek the coiintenancc, 
even while he spumed tho autluiilv, 
of other functionaiics Ht found, 
however, neither sympathy nor obe 
dience The PiLSidciit stoutly told 
him that he w as eiidc iv oui mg to sw im 
aga n«t the stitam, that the tax was 
oileiisive to the pe pit and thit tlie 
voice of tho 1 ])lo VMS the voice of 
God • On the list d ij of J ulj how 
cvci, the Duke issued an cdiet b> 
w Lieli summary collection of the teutli 
and tncntiethpencenas ordered ' The 
whole countiy was immediately in 
uproar The estates of eveiyji v nee 
the assemhhes of every cit\ i et and 
lemonstiatcd The incicliauts sus 
pended all business, tlie petty deolcis 
shut up their shops Ihe people cou 
gregatedstogether in masses, vowing 
lesistance to the illegal and ciuel im 
post® Kot a fiithmg was collected 
Th“ “ seien stno people •' spies of 
gsveinmont, who for that paltrj di ly 
stipend vveie emnlojed to lio*eu i r 
tieison lu eveij tavern, in eveij buck 
stors booth, in every alley of eveiy 
city, were now quite unable to "epoit 
all the cuiseavvhieh were hourly heaid 
utteied against the tyranny mf tbo 
Viceioy Evidently, his powei w s 
declining The cojncilloia ic istc 
him, the common people almost delie 1 
liim A mercer, to whom he was 
mdebted fir thiity thousand doiiu 
worth of goods, refused to open hi« 
shop, lest the tax should be collected 
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on Itu mercliandise.^ The Duke eon* 
fiscfiited hia delDt, as the mercer had 
foreseen; but this, being a pecuniar^ 
sacrifice, seemed preferable to ac<],ui*‘ i 
escence in a pleasure so vague jind so ; 
boundless that it might easily absorb 
the "whole property of the country. | 

No man saluted the governor as he j 
passed through the streets.* Haidly : 
an attempt was made by the people to ! 
disguise iheir abhorrence of hia per- 1 
son. Alva, on his side, gave daily es> ; 
hibitions of ungovernable fury. At a 
council held on 25th September 1571, 
he stated tliat the Kuig had ordcicd 
the immediate enforcement of the 
edict. Vighas obseived that thete 
were many obiecliouti to its form. lie 
also stoutly denied that the estates 
had ever given their consent Alva 
fiercely asked the Presideut if he had 
not himself once maintained tliat ilia ' 
consent had been granted > Viglius ' 
replied that he had never mode such 
an assertion. He had mentioned the 
conditions and the implied promises 
on the part of government, by which a 
partial consent bad been extoited. He 
never could have eaid that the consent 
hod been accorded, for he hod never 
believed that it could be obtained. He 
had not proceeded far in his argument 
when he was interrupted by the Duke 
— “But you said so, you said so, you 
said 80 ,“ cned the exasperated Gover- 
nor, 111 a toweling pa^ssion,* repeating 
many times this &t coiitiadictiou to 
the President's statements.’^ Yiglius 
firmly stood his ground. Alva loudly 
denounced him for the little respect 
he had manifested for his authoiity. 
He had hitherto done the President 
good offices, he said, with his Hajeaty, 
but certainly should not feel justified* 
in concealing his recent and veiy un- 
handsome conduct.^ 

Yiglius replied that he had always 
reverently cheiished the Governor, 
and had endeavoured to merit his 
favour by diligent obsequlousnesa. He 
was bound by his oath, however, to 
utter in council that which comported 

1 Letter of Comte do Bcrgh to Fiinoe of 
Orange in Arch et Corresp. de La Kaison 
d'On^ Noss , ill. 400, 410. > Ibid. 

t Viglil Com., etc., s. xlv. xlvl 


udth hia own sentiments and his Ma* 
jesty's interests. He had done this 
heretofore in presence of Emperors, 
Kings, Queens, and Regents, and they 
had not token offence. He did not, at 
this hour, tremble for hia gray head, 
and hoped his Hajesty would grant 
him a hearing before condemnation.* 
The firm attitude of the President m« 
creased the irritation of the Yiceroy. 
Obseiving that he knew the proper 
means of enforcing his authority, he 
dismissed the meeting * 

Immediately afterwards, he received 
the visits of his son, Don Frederic of 
Yargas, and other familiars. To these 
he recounted the scone which had 
taken place, i a\ ing the while so fero- 
ciously against Yiglius as to induce 
the supposition that something serious 
Mas intended against him. The report 
flew from mouth to mouth. The 
affair became the town talk, so that, in 
the woids of the President, it was soon 
discussed by every barber and old wo« 
man m Bnissels.^ His friends became 
alarmed for bis safety, while, at the 
same time, the citizens rejoiced that 
their cause had found so powerful on 
advocate. Nothing, however, came of 
these threats and these explosions. On 
the contrary, shortly afterwards the 
Duke gave ordeis that the tenth penny 
should be remitted upon four great 
articles — com, meat, m me, and beer.® 
It was also not to be Icvi^ upon raw 
material, useif in manufactures.® Cer- 
tainly, these were veiy iinpoi-tant con» 
cessions. Stdl the conatitutioual ob- 
jections lemaincd. Alva could not be 
made to understand ivhy the alcahaJa, 

I which was raised \7ithottt difficulty in 
the little town of Alva, should en- 
counter such fierce opposition in the 
Notlierlands. The estates, he informed 
the King, made a great deal of trouble. 
They withheld their consent at com- 
mand of their satrap. The motive 
which influenced tho leading men was 
not the interest of factories or fisheries, 
but the fear that for the fuAwrt they 
might not he able to dictate the law to 

* Ibid , B. xWii. * * Ibid. 

« Ibid , 8 sclviil. f Ibid, 1. 
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theif wetreign, Tho people of that 
country, he observed, had still the same 
cliarocter which hatl been dcaciibed by 
Julius Cicstir.^ 

The Duke, however, did not find 
much sympathy at Madrid Courtiers 
and councillors had long dciidcd his 
Bclieiiies As for the King, his mind 
wa-? occupied with more interesting 
niitteis. Phihp lived hut to enforce 
u hat he chose to consijlcr the u ill of 
God While tho Duke was fighting 
this battle with tho Nctbcrland const!- 
tuiionahsts, Ins master had engaged at 
home m a secret but most comprehen- 
sive scheme. This u as a plot to assaa- 
smnto Queen Elizabeth of England, 
and to liberate Mary Queen of Scots, 
uho was to be placed on the throne in 
her «.tead. Tins project, m which was 
(>£ course involved the reduction of 
England under the dominion of the 
ancient Chuich, could not but prove 
atti active to Philip It included a 
convpii acy against a friendly sovci oign, 
imTncnso service to the Church, and a 
murder. His passion for intiigue, hia 
love of God, and lus halted of man, 
would all be gud’fud at once. Tlmn, 
although the Moou'sh re\olt within 
the he.'it of Ins kingdom bad hardly 
been tenninated — although lus legions 
and bis na^^e8 were at that instant en- 
gaged m a contest of no ordinal y im- 
poitance with the Tuikish empire — 
although the Netherlands, still main- 
taining their hostility anu their hatred, 
ro»puied the flower of the Sponi^h 
army to compel their 8ubmi'’sion, he 
did not heMhite to accept the daik ad- 
venture wIpcU waa offered to him by 
ignoble hands. 

One Ilidolfi, a Florentine, long resi- 
dent in England, had been pent to the 
Netherlands as secTet agent of the 
Duke of Noifolk. Alva read his cha- 
racter immediately, and denounced 
him to Philip as a loose, prating crea- 
ture,® uticily unfit to be entrusted 
With affairs of importance. Philip, 
however, thinking more of the plot 
than of Ins fellow-acto rs, welcomed the 

^ CorresponcLuicc de^hihppcTTT'iPioosI 

* “ XJn gran x^arlanchm. " — Correepou- 

doncd de Philippe II , ii. 18t/, note, and 
I03& 8 Ibid , 1] lOJS. 

* **Y ofltcBcier'IoTno su assietencui pn 


agent of the conspiracy to Madrid, 
listened to his disclosures attentively, 
and, without absolutely committing 
himself by direct promises, dismissed 
him \^th many expressions of en- 
couragement. 

On the 12th of July 1571, Philip 
wrote to tho Duke of Alva, giving on 
account of his interview with Roberto 
Ridolfi.** The envoy, after relating 
the sufferings of the Queen of Scot- 
land, had laid before him a plan for 
her liberation. If tho Spanish mo- 
B.arch were uilling to as.si.st the Duke 
of Norfolk and his friends, it would be 
easy to put upon Mary’s ho.id tho 
crown of England. She was then to 
intermaiTy with Norfolk, The king- 
dom of England was again to acknow- 
ledge the authority of Home, and tli^* * 
CaUiolic religion to be evci ywhci e re- 
stored, The most favourable moirent 
for the execution of the pl.m wonlil bo 
in August or September, As Queen 
Elirabeth would at that season quit 
London foi tli© country, an o]>poi- 
tumty would bo easily found /cr :• 
and tnnrdmng her. Pius V , to 
whom llid Ifi hrul opened the whole 
matter, liigldy n^qiioved the schenip, 
andwannl) mg d Philip’s co-operation. 
Poor and luinod as he was himself, the 
Pope protested that he was ready to 
sell his cliahccB, and even his own 
vestments, to provide funds f«>r the 
cause.^ I'liilip had rephed that few 
woids were necessary to pei**5iiado him. 
His desire to see the enterpi ise succeed 
w.as extreme, notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulties by which it was surrounded 
He would reflect earnestly upon the 
subject, in the hope that God, uhn^o 
cause it was, would enlighten and a«5Sl^t 
lum. Thus much he had stated to 
JUdoIfi, but he liad iufonned liis^coiin- 
cd oflci wards that he was deteriniii''d 
to carry out the scheme by ccitani 
means of which the Duke would ponn 
be Infoimed. The end proposed vta 
io Jcdl or to captvre Eltzdbeth, to set .at 
lilMsrty the Queen of Scotland, and to 
put upon her head the crown of 
gcucr.ll, Bin descender a cosa part>cul ir, niTc 
de quo, Gicudo necessario, aunwe estava vu'y 
pobrey gustado, ponna hasta los calices y *-0 
proprfa vesto "-"Correspondonco do PM- 
Iippc 11 , 1088 
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England. In this enterprise he in* 
etructed the Duke of Alya secretly to 
assist, without howeTor resorting to 
open ho&tihtles in his own name or in 
that of his sovereign. He desired to | 
he informed how many Spaniards the ^ 
Duke could put at the disposition of 
the conspnators. They had asked for 
sis thousand arquehusicra fur England, 
two thousand for Scotland, two thou- 
sand for Ireland. Besides these troops, 
the Viceroy^ was directed to provide 
immediately four tliousond arquebvuiea 
and two thousand corslets. For the ex- 
penses ol tho enterprise Philip ivouid 
immediately remit two hundred thou- 
sand crowns. Alva was instructed to 
keep the affair a profound secret from 
his couuciUora. Even Hopper at Mad- 
rid knew nothing of the matter, nliile 
the King had only expressed himself 
in gener^ terms to the nuncio and to 
JEUdolfi, then already on his way to the 
Netherlands. The King concluded his 
letter by saying, that from what he 
had now wi*Uten hit ovm, hand, the 
Duke could infer how much he had 
this affair at fieart. It was unneces- 
saiy for him to say more, persuaded as 
he was that the Duke would take as 
profound an interest in it as himself.^ 
Alva perceived all the rashne^^s of 
the scheme, and felt how impossible 
it would be for him to comply uitb 
Flulip's orders. To send an army 
from the Netherlands into* England 
fur the purpose of dethroning and 
kiUiiig a most popular sovereign, and 
at the same time to prcecrve the most 
amicable relations with the country, 
was rather a desperate undertaking. 
A force of ten thousand Spaniaids, 
under Chiappin Vitelli, and other fa- 
vourite officers of the Duke, would 
hardly^rove a trifle to be overlooked, 
nor would their operations be suscept- 
ible of very f neudly explanations. Tho 
Governor theiefore assured Phihp* 
that he highly applauded his master 
for his plot. JJe could not help rendei’’ 


ing infinite thanks to Ood for having 
made him, vassal to such a Prince'* 
He praised exceedingly the resolution 
which his klajesty bad taken."^ After 
this preamble, however, he proceeded 
to pour cold water upon his sovereign’s 
aidour. He docidedly expressed tho 
opinion that Philip should not proceed 
i in sucii an luidertaking until at any rate 
I the party of the Duke of Noriolk had 
obhuneil possession of Eli2:abeth*s per- 
son. Should the King declare himself 
prematurely, he might be sure that the 
Venetians, breaking off their alliance 
With him, u ouJd make tlieir peace with 
the Tuik; and tliat Elnsabeth would, 
perhaps, cont^lude that marriage with 
the Duke of Alengon which now seemed 
but a pleasantly. Moieover, be ex- 
prci-sed his want of confidence in the 
Duke of Norfolk, whom he considered 
as n poor creature with but httle cou- 
rage.^ He aKo expressed his doubts 
concerning the pi udence and capaeitv 
of Don Giieran de Eapes, hia Majesty^ 
ambassador at London. 

It was not long before these machi 
nations became known in England. 
The Queen of Scots was guarded more 
closely than ever, the Duke of Norfolk 
was arrested ; yet Philip, whose share 
in the conspiracy had remained a secret 
was not dibcouraged by the absolute 
explosion of the whole affair. He atill 
held to an impossible purpose with a 
tenacity which rcbcmbled fatuity. He 
avou ed that hiff obligations in the sight 
cf God were so sti ict that he was still 
deteruuned to pioceed in the sacred 
cause ° He remitted, therefore, the 
pioimsed funds to the Duke of Alvsi, 
and urged him to act with proper se- 
ct eoy and promptness. 

The Viceroy was not a little per- 
plexed by these remarkable instruc- 
tions. None but lunatics could con- 
tinue to conspire, after the conspiracy 
had been exposed and the conspiratom 
aiTested. Yet this was what his CaHio- 
Lc Miijesty expected of his Governor- 


1 The title of Viceroy, occasionally given ntici/zmeias que me hava hecho vomUo de ttA 
to the Duk^ is, of course, not strictly cor- prineipt^ y alnbar mucho la resoludcni que 
rect — the Motherlands not coustitutuig a V. M ba tom^o,'*— Ibid. 
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OetteraL Alva conipljmcd, not unrea- 
sonably, of the contiadictoTy demands 
to whidi he was subjected.^ He was 
to cause no rupture wiUi England, yet 
he was to send succour to an impri- 
soned ti alter; he was to keep all Ins 
opeiations secret from his council, yet 
he was to scud all his aimy out of the 
country, and to organise an expensive 
campaign. He sneoicd at the flippancy 
of Kidolfi, who imagined that it was the 
work of a moment to seize the Queen 
of England, to liberate the Queen of 
Scotland, to take possession of the 
Tower of London, and to bum the 
fleet in the Thamea "Were wour 
Majesty and the Qiiceii of England art- 
tng together,'' ha observed, “it would 
be impossible to execute the plan pro- 
posed by Ridolfi.”^ The chief danger 
to be apprehended was from Franca 
and Geimany. Were those countries 
not to mteifcie, he would undertake 
to make Philip sovereign of England 
before the winter.^ Their opposition, 
however, was sufficient to make the 
enterprise not only difficult, but impos- 
sible. He begged his master not to be 
precipitate in the most iinpoitant aflfair 
which had been negotiated Fiy man 
since Ohrid came upon earth, Eothing 
less, ho said, than the existence of the 
Christian faith was at stake, for, should 
his Majesty fail in this undei taking, not 
one stone of the ancient religion uould 
ie left upon another.* He again warned 
the King of the contemptible chaiacter 
of Ridolfl, who hod spoken of the affair 
so freely that it was a common subject 
of discussionon the Bourse at Antwerp,® 
and he reiteiatcd in all his Icttcis his 
distrust of the paitics prominently en- 
gaged in the ti-ausaction. 

Such was the general tenor of the 
long despatches exchanged between 
the King and the Duke of Alva upon 
this iniquitous scheme. The Duke 
shewed himself reluctant throughout 
the whole affair, although he certainly 


1 CozTcsxiondance de Fbibppe II , ia 1045. 
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never opposed his master’s proj'ect by 
any arguments founded upon good 
faith, Christian charity, or the sense 
of honour. To kill the Queen of Eng- 
land, subvert the laws of her realm, 
bum her fleets, and bumher her sub- 
jects, while the mask of amity and 
entire consideration was sedulously pro- 
served — all these projects were admit- 
ted to be eti ictly meiitorious in them- 
selves, although objections weie taken 
os to the time and mode of execution, 

Alva never positively refused to ac- 
cept his share in the enterprise, but lie 
took care not to lift his finger till the 
c.itastrophe in England had made all 
attempts futile. Philip, on the other 
hand, never positively withdrew from 
tlie conspiracy, but, after an infinite 
deal of writing and intriguing, con- 
cluded by leaving the whole affair in 
the hands of Alva.® The only sufferer 
for Philip’s participation m the plot 
was the Spanish envoy at London, 
Don Guei-an de Espes This gentleman 
wae formally dismissed by Queen Elizir 
beth, for having given treacherous and 
hostile advice to the Duke of Alva and 
to Philip, but her Majesty at the same 
time expressed the most piofound con- 
sideration for her brother of Spam.' 

Towards the close of the same year, 
however (December 1571), Alva sent 
two other Italian assassins to England, 
bribed by the promise of vastrewaids, to 
attempt the life of Elizabeth, quietly, 
by poison or otherwise ® The envoi', 
Mondoucet, m apprising the French 
monarch of this scheme, added that 
tho Duke was so ulcerated and annoyed 
by the discovery of the previous eiitoi’- 
prise, that nothing could exceed Ins 
rage. These ruffians were not destined 
to success, but the attempts of the 
Duke upon the Queen’s life were re. 
newed from time to time. Eighteen 
months later (August 1573), two 
Scotchmen, pensioners of Fhihp, c.ime 
from Spam, with secret orders to con- 

queda en toda la Cnstiamdod piQdia sobie 
piodra en clla” — ibid. 
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suit with Alva. They had accordingly 
much negotiation with the Duke and 
hiB Boci etaty, .AJbomoz. They boasted 
that they oould easily capture Elisa- 
beth, but said that the King’s puipose 
was to kill her.* The plan, wrote4M!on- 
doucet, w.'is the same as it had been 
before, namely, to murder the Queen 
of England, and to give her crown to 
Mary of Scotland, who would thus be 
in their power, and whose flon waa to 
be seized, and bestowed in marriage in 
such a way as to make them perpetual 
masters of both kingdoms ^ 

It does not belong to this history to 
diecuBS the ineiits, nor to nairate the 
fortunes, of that hiekeimg and fruitless 
alliance which had been entered into 
at this poiiod by PhUip with Venice 
and the Holy See against the Turk. 
The revolt of Granada had at last, after 
a two years’ struggle, been subdued, 
and the remnants of tho romantic race 
which bad once swayed the Peninsula 
been swept into slavery. The Moors 
hod sustained the uneqi^ eonOiet with 
a constancy not to have been expected 
of so gentle a people “If a nation 
meek as lambs could i csist so bravely,” 
said the Prmce of Orange, "what ought 
not to be expected of a hardy people 
like the Ifetherlanders Don John 
of Austria haring concluded a series of 
somewhat inglorious forays against 
women, childien, and bed-ndden old 
men in Andalusia and Granada, had 
arrived, in August of this year, at 
Kopies, to take command of the com- 
bined fleet in the Levant.^ The 
battle of Lepanto had been fought,'' 
but the quarrelsome and contradictory 
conduct of the allies had rendered the 
splendid victory as baiien as the waves 
upon which it had been won. It waa 
no less true, however, that the blun- 
ders of*the infldels hod previously en- 
abled Phihp to extricate himself with 
better success from the dangers of the 
Moorish revolt tlian might have been 
his f onune. Had the rebels succeeded 


in holding Granada and the mountains 
of Andalusia, and had they been sup- 
ported, as they had a right to expect, 
by the forces of the Sultan, a different 
aspect might have been given to the 
conflict, and one far less triumphant 
for Spain. Had a prince of vigorous 
ambition and comjirohensive policy 
governed at that moment the Turkish 
empire, it would have cost Philip a 
serious struggle to maintain himself in 
his hereditary dominions. V^hile ho 
waa plotting against the life and throne 
of Elizabeth, he might have had cause 
to tremble for his own. Portunatoly, 
however, for his Catholic Majesty, Se- 
lim was satisSed to secure him self in 
the possession of the Isle of Venus, 
with its fruitful vineyards. “To shed 
the blood” of Cyprian vines, in which 
he waa so enthusiastic a connoisseur, 
was to him a more exhilarating occu- 
pation than to pursue, amid carnage 
and hardships, the splendid dream of a 
re-eatabhshed Eastern caliphate “ 

On the 25th Sept 1671, a commis- 
sion of Governor-General of tho Kether- 
lands was at last issued to John de ls 
Cerda, Duke of Medina Ccoli.^ Philip, 
in compliance with the Duke’s repeated 
requests, and perhaps not entirely satis- 
fied with the recent course of events 
in the provinces, had at lost, after great 
hesitation, consented to Alva’s resig- 
nation. His successor, however, waa 
not immediately to take his depar- 
tme, and in t'je meantime the Duke 
was instructed to pei-sevcre in his 
faithful services. These services had, 
for the present, reduced themselves 
to a perpetual and not very tri- 
umphant altercation with his coiin> 
cU, With the estates, and with tha 
people, on the subject of his abomi- 
nable tax. He was entirely alono. 
They who had stood unflmchingly at 
his side when the only business of the 
administration was to bum heretics, 
turned their backs upon him now that 
he had engaged in this desperate eon- 


1 "Mon maiBCro a bien eu nioyon do ihira 
pnsoniiler la royne d'AngletBire, mais it la 
voullolt tuor,” eta, etc. — Correspondance 
Charles IX at Mondoucet. Com. Boy do 
I’Hnt , Iv. MO, sqq. 
e Ibid. 

> Aicluvea et Correspondance, hs 863. 
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flicfc mill tK© \rhole money power of 
the coimtiy. Tlie King wna far fj om 
eordial in liis pnpport, the councillors 
much too crafty to letam their hold 
upon the wheel, to \ihich they had 
only attached thcni'^olvca in its ascent. 
Yiglms and Bcilumont, Noircarmes 
and Aci:'Chot, o]»poecd and almost de- 
fied the man they now thought sinking, 
and kept tho King constantly informed 
of the vast disticss which the financial 
meiT-eurcs of the Duke were causing ^ 

Quite at the close of the year, an 
elaborate petition fiom the estates of 
Brabant was read before the State 
Council.® It contained a stiong re- 
nionstiance against the tenth penny 
Its repeal was strongly urged, upon 
the giound that its collection would 
involve the country in universal min. 
Upon this, Alva burst forth in one of 
the violent explosions of rage to which 
he was subject. The prosperity of the 
Ketherlandfl, he proteate<l, n'as not 
dearer to the inhabitants than to him- 
self. lie swore bv the cioss, and by 
the most holy of hobc'*, preserved in 
the church of Saint Giululo, that had 
he been but a pi ato indn ulual, living 
in Simin, he v\ould, out of the lovo he 
boro the proMnecs, have rushed to 
their defence had their safety been 
endangered.* He felt therefore deep- 
ly wounded that malevolent persons 
should thus insinuate that he had even 
wished to injure the countiy, or to 
exercise tyranny over its citizens. The 
tenth penny, he continued, u ac ncces- 
sary to the defence of the laud, and 
was much pi curable to quotas. Il 
ims hujlily iinpmi-icr tlwt eicry mnn in 
the mhhU should know how mv(h uas 
contnbuted, beca-use each iiuhiulual, 
learmny the gross amount, uould ima- 
gine that he had paid it all humelf* 
In conclusion, he observed that, broken 
in health and stricken in years as he 
felt himself, he v/os now most anxious 
to return, and was daily looking with 
eagerness for the arrivaJ of the Duke 
of Medina CodU ® 

During the course of this same year. 


the Piince of Orange had been cou< 
tinning his preparations. He had sent 
hia agoiita to every place where a hope 
was held out to him of obtaining suj>> 
port.^ Money was whs^ he was natu. 
rally most anxious to obtain from indi- 
viduals; open and warlike assistance 
wliat he demanded from governments. 
His funds, little by little, were inci cas- 
ing, owing to the generosity of many 
obscure persons, and to the dai ing ex- 
ploits of the beggars of the sea H's 
mission, however, to the northeni 
courts had failed. His envoys Lad 
been received in Sweden and Donmaik 
with barren courtesy The Duke of 
Al'^a, on the other hand, never alluded 
to the Prince but with contempt: 
knowing not that the ruined outlaw 
was slowly undermining tho vciy 
^x)ttnd beneath the moD.arch'8 feet; 
dreaming not that the feeble stiokci 
which he despised were the opening 
blows of a century's conflict; fore- 
seeing not that long bufoie its clo^o 
the chastised pro^ nice was to expand 
into a great repiiblio, imd that tlis 
name of tho outlaw was to becomo 
almost divine. 

Oraiivelle had already recommended 
that the 3 oung Count de Bui cn should 
bo endow eJ with certain hands in S])pin, 
in exchange for his heieditaiy ehlates, 
in Older that the name and fame of 
tlie rebel William should be foi ever 
extinguished in the Nethcilandi.^ 
With the same view, a new suiitence 
against the Prince of Orange as now 
piopo&ed by the Viceroy. This wa% 
to execute him solemnly in efligj', to 
drag hiB escutcheon thiough tlie 
streets at the tails of horses, and aftei' 
having broken it in pieces, and thus 
cancelled his aimonal bcai iiigs, to 
declare him and his de.«ccndajits, ig- 
noble, infamous, and incapable ot 
holding property or estates.® Could a 
leaf or two of future history have 
been unrolled to King, Cardinal, and 
Governor, they might have found the 
destined fortune of the illustrious 
rebel's house not exactly in accord- 


^ CoiTCMiondancc d^j Pbilipno U , u, 1006 
TiCHcr fu.m Bishop of Ypics to Philip, 1078, 
1074 Repoits drawn uj) by Cfon Fi .iiici^ de 
Alara on tlie state of Ihe pr nnccs, 1007. 
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ftnce with the plan of ffummary ex- 
tinction thus laid down. 

Not discouiaged; the Prince eon- 
timied to send ms emissaries in every 
direction. Diedrich Sonoy, his piost 
trustworthy agent, who had been chief 
of the legation to tlie Northern 
Couits, was now actively canvassing 
the governments and peoples of Gci- 
many with the same object.^ Several 
remarkable papers from the hand of 
Oiunge were used upon this service. 
A letter, drawn up and signed by his 
own band, recited, in brief and strik- 
ing language, the history of liia cam- 
paign in 15U8, and of his subsequent 
eiToita in the sacred cause.^ It was 
now necessary, be said, that othcis 
besides himself should paitake of his 
saciiiices. This he stated plainly and 
eloquently. The document was in 
tinth a letter a'Aing arms for liberty. 
'^For although all things,** said the 
Prince, “ are in the hand of God, and 
although He has created all things out 
of nought, yet hath He gr.vnted to 
diffeicot mon difTorcut means, where- 
by, as uitli vaiious instruments, He 
accomplishes His almighty piuq;osoa. 
Thereto hath lie endowed some with 
strength of body, others with woildly 
wealth, others with still diilorcnt gifts, 
«dl of which are to bo used by their 
poescasois to His lion am and glory, if 
they ui'sli not to incur the mn .'0 of 
the unwrorthy steward, who bin icd his 
tilcnt in the eaith. , , , . . Now ye 
ni.iy easily see,’* he continued, that 
ibo Fimcc cannot carry out this gieat 
woik alone, having lost land, people, 
and goods, and having already em- 
ployed m the cause all which had le- 
znained to him, besides incumng heavy 
obligations in addition.**'’ 

Similar instructions were given to 
other agents, and a paper called the 
Harangue, di awn up according to his 
suggestions, was also extensively cir- 
culated. This document is important 
to all who are interested m his Iiistoiy 
and character.^ He had not before 
issued a missive so stamped with the 
worm, religious impress of the icform- 

1 Bor, Ti 302 

2 See it m Bor, vi. 863, 363. 

2 Bor, ubi sup. 


ing party. Sadly, but without de- 
^ondenoy, the Harangue lecollcd the 
misfortunes of the past, and depicted 
the gloom of the present. Earnestly, 
but not fanatically, it stimulated hope 
and Bohcited aid for the future. 
'^Although the appeals made to the 
Frmcc,’* so ran a pai't of the docu- 
ment, ''be of diverse natures, and 
various in their recommendations, yet 
do they all tend to the advancement 
of 6od*s glory, and to the liberation 
of the fatherland. This it is which 
enables him, and those who think with 
him, to endure hunger, thiist, cold, 
hc.'it, and all the misfortunes which 
Heaven may send. ..... Our ene- 
mies spare neither their money nor 
their labour; will ye be colder and 
duller than your foes ? Let, then, each 
church congregation set an example to 
riie othem We read that King Saul, 
when ho would liberate the men of 
Jabez from the hands of Nahad, the 
Ammonite, hewed a yoke of oxen in 
pieces, and sent them as tokens over 
all Isiael, saying, ' Ye who will not 
follow Saul and Samuel, with them 
shall be dealt even as with these oxen. 
And the fear of the Lord came upon 
the people, they came forth, and the 
men of Jabcz were delivered.* Ye 
have heio the same wraming, look to 
it, watch well yo that despise it, lest 
the wiath of God, which the men 
of Israel by their speedy obedience 
escaped, descend upon your heads. 

To may say that ye are ba* 

ni'^hed men. ’Tis true; but thereby 
aio yo not stripped of all faculty of 
icndcring sex vice; moreover, your as- 
sistance 13 asked for one who w'lll re- 
store ye to your homes. Ye may say 
that ye have been robbed of all your 
goods; yet many of you have skill 
i something remaining, and of that little 
I ye should contiibuto, each his mite. 
I Ye say that you have given miicii 
I alicady. *Tis tiue ; but the enemy is 
^ again in the field, fierce for yo ur sub 
jugatiou, sustained by the largess of 
hi8 supporters. Will ye be less coura- 
geous, loss genorousithanyourfoesl*’* 

Sue the IliAangue m Bor, vl 803-8 Oo. 

2 Harangue of the Commissionera of iut 
L ord the Piinco of Orange, »bi sup. 
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These urgent appeals did not remain 
{ruitleaa. The s^ength of the Prince 
was slowly but steadily mcrcasing. 
Meantime the abhorrence with which 
Alva was universally regarded had 
nearly reached to fienzy. In the be- 
ginning of the year 1572, Don Fran- 
cis de Alava, Philip's ainbaasador in 
France, visited Brussels.^ He had 
already been enlightened os to the 
consequences of the Duke’s course by 
the immense immigration of Hether- 
laiid refugees to France, which he had 
witnessed w ith his own eyes. On his 
journey towards Bi ussols, he had been 
met near Cambray by Noireanucs. 
Even that "ciuel animal,” as Hoog- 
stroaten had called him, the biitdier 
of Touinay and Valenciennes, had at 
last been roused to alarm, if not to 
pity, by the sufferings of the country. 
“The Duke will never di^buse his 
mind of this filthy tenth penny,”* said 
he to Alava. He spiang from his chair 
with great emotion os the ambassador 
alluded to the flight of iiici chants and 
artisans from the piovinocH. " Setter 
Don Fiancis,” cued he, "tliei ears ton 
thousand moio iilio aie on the point 
of leaving the country, if the Governor 
does not pause in his career. God 
grant that no disaster anae beyond 
human power to remedy ' 

The ambassador arrived in Brussels, 
and took up his lodgings in the palace. 
Here he found the Duke just reeov’er- 
ing from a fit of the^out, in a shate 
of mind sufficiently savage. Ha be- 
came much excited as Don Francis 
began to apeak of the emigration, and 
he assured him that there ivas gross 
deception on the subject ■* The envoy 
replied that he could not bo mistaken, 
for it was a m.atter iihich, so to speak, 
he had *x>uched with his own fingers, 
and seen with his oan eyes. The 
Duke, persisting that Don Francis had 
been abused and misinformed, turned 
the conversation to other topics. SText 
day the ambassador received visits 
from Berlaymont and his son, the 
Seigneur de Hierges. He was taken 


aside by each of them, separately. 
“ Thank God, you have come hither,” 
said they, in nearly the same words, 
“thai you may fuUy comprehend tlis 
condition of the provinces, and with- 
out delay admoni^ his Majesty of the 
impending danger."* All his visitors 
expressed the same sentiments. Don 
Frederic of Toledo fumished the only 
exception, assuring the envoy that hii 
father’s financial measures were op- 
posed by Noircarmes and otbeni, only 
because it deprived them of the.r 
ocenpatiou and their infiucnce.'’ Tins 
dutiful language, however, w.ts to be 
expected in one of whom Secictny 
Albomoz had written, that he the 
greatest comfort to his fathci, and the 
most divine genius ever known.' It 
was unfortunately corroboiated by no 
other mhabitant of tho country. 

On the third day, Don Fi imcis went 
to take his leave. The Duke heggel 
him to infoi m his Majesty of tho m 
patience with which he was c-rpetthig 
the anival of his successor.® He tiien 
informed his guest that they hail 
already begun to oolleot tho tenth 
penny in Brabant, the most obstimite 
of all tbs provinces ‘‘‘What do you 
say to that, Don Francis * " he cried, 
with exultation. Alava replied that he 
thought, none the less, that the tax 
would encounter m.any obat.aclcs, and, 
begged him earnestly to lufloct. He 
sssured him, moreover, that he should, 
without reserve, express his opinions 
fully to the King. The Diiko used 
the same language which Don Fiedeno 
had held, concerning the motives of 
those who opposed lie tax. “ It may 
be so,” said Don Francis, " but .at any 
rate all have agieed to sing to the 
! same tune." A little staitled, the 
Duke rejoined, " Do you doijht t'liiit 
the cities will keep their promises* 
Depend upon it, I shall find the means 
to compel them.” "God grant it may 
be BO," said Alava, " but m my poor 
judgment you will have need of all 
jrour prudence and of all your author- 
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The ambafnador did sot wait till he , 
could communicate with hie sovereign 
* by •word of mouth. He forwarded to 
Spain an ample account of his obser^ 
rations and deductions. Ha painted 
to Philip in liifey colours the hatred 
entertained by all men for the Duke. 
The whole nation, he assured his Ma- 
jesty, united in one cry, '*Let him 
begone, let him begone, let him be- 
gonel’’^ As for the imposihon of the 
tenth penny, that, in the opinion of 
Don Francis, was utterly impossible. 
He, moreover, warned his Majesty that 
Alva was busy in forming secret aih- 
ances with the Catholic princes of 
Europe, which would necessaiily lead 
to defensive leagues among the Pro- 
cestauts ^ 

While thus, dunng the earlier part of 
the year 1572, the Prince of Oimge, 
discouraged by no defeats, was inde- 
fatigable in hiB exeitiona to mamtain 
the cause of liberty, and while at the 
same time the most stanch support- 
ers of arbitrary power were unani- 
mous in denouncing to Philip the 
insane conduct of his Viceroy, the 
tetters of Alva himself were naturally 
full of complamts and expostulations 
It was in vain, he said, for him to 
look for a confidential councillor, now 
that matters which he had wished to 
be kept so profoundly secret that the 
very earth should not hear of them, 
hod been proclaimed aloud above the 
tiles of every housetop.’ Heverthe- 
less, he would he cut mto little pieces 
but his Majesty should be obeyed, 
while he remomed alive to enforce 
the royal commands.’ There were 
none who had been ever faitliful but 
Berlaymont, he said, and even As had 
been neutrM in the afihir of the tax. 
He had rendered therein neither good 
nor baS. offices, but, as his Majesty 
was aware, Berlaymont was entirely 
ignorant of business, and "knew no- 
thing more than to be a good fellow.” * 
That being' the case, he recommended 

1 "Todo el pueblo esta en vaga, mya, 
easa/”— Correspondsnee de FbiUppe 11., u. 
107* a Ibid. 

• Ibid., U. 1095. ’ Ibid. 

’ "T no sabe mas cue ser buen hombrs," 
-Jbidii.1105. 1111111. 


Hierges, son of the "good fellow," as 
a proper .person to bo governor of 
Friesumd.* 

The deputations appointed by the 
different provinces to confer personally 
with the King, received a reprimand 
upon their arnval, for having dared to 
come to Spain without pemiission. 
Further punishment, however, than 
this rebuke was not inflicted. They 
were assured that the lung was highly 
displeased with their venturing to 
bring remonstrances against the tax, 
but they weie comforted with the 
assurance that his Majesty would take 
the subject of their petition into con- 
sideration.^ Thus, the expectations 
of Alva were dibappomted, for the 
tenth penny was not formally confirm- 
ed: and the hopes of the provinces 
frustrated, because it was not distinctly 
disavowed. 

Matters bad reached another crisis 
in the pioviuces. “Had wo money 
now,” wrote the Prince of Orange, " we 
should, with the help of Qod, hope to 
effect something. This is a time when, 
with even small sums, more can he ef- 
fectecl than at other Beasons with am- 
pler funds.”® The citizens were in 
open revolt against the tax. In order 
t^t the tenth penny should not be 
levied upon every sale of goods, the 
natural but despeiale remedy was 
adopted — ^no goods were sold at olL 
'Not only the wholesale commerce of 
the provinces vies suspended, but the 
minute and indispensable traffic of 
daily life was entirely at a stand. 
The shops were all shut. "The 
brewers," says a contemporary, “re- 
fused to brew, the bakers to bake, the 
tapsters to tap.”® Multitudes, thrown 
entirely out of employment^ and wholly 
dependent upon charity, swarmed in 
every city. The soldiery, furious for 
their pay, which Alva had for many 
months neglected to furnish, grew doily 
more insolent ; the citizens, maddened 
by outrage and hardened by despaiib 

7 ** Relation of wbat passed from the 
arnval of the deputies at Madnd till SOtk 
Apnl 1673.”— Ibid., li. 1106. 
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Uecame more and more obstinate in 
their resistance ; while the Duke, tod- 
deied inllexible by oppo'-ition and in- 
sane by wiath, icgarded the luin which 
he had caused ^Mth a malignant spirit 
which had long ceased to be humaru 
The disease is gnawing at our vitals,” 
wrote Vigliuaj^ ''oveiybody is sUfier- 
ing for the want of the necessaries of 
life, ^lultitudes arc in extreme and 
hopeless poveHy. My interest m the 
welfare of the commonwealth,” he con- 
tinued, “ induces me to send these ac- 
counts to Spain. For myself, I fear 
nothing. Bi ukeu by biclaiess and acute 
physical sulleiing, I should leave life 
without regret.’* 

The aspect of the capital was that 
of a city stricken with the plague. 
Ai tides of the most absolute nccesaiiy 
could not be obtained. It was impos- 
sible to buy bread, or meat, or beer 
The tyiant, beside himself with rage 
at being thus braved m hia very hui, 
privately sent for Master Carl, the cxe- 
cutionei.^ In order to exhibit an un- 
expected and salutaiy example, he had 
deteimmed to hang eighteen of the 
leading tradesmen of the city m the 
doors of their oini shops, with the 
least possible delay, and >NitUout the 
slightest foim of trial* Master Cail 
was oidered, on the veiy night of his 
interview with the Duke, to prepare 
eighteen strong cords, and eighteen 
ladders twelve feet in length,’* By 
this simple arrangemeat, Alva was dis- 
posed to make manifest on the morrow, 
to the buzghers of Brusbels, that jus- 
tice was thenceforth to be cainrd to 
everyman’s door. He supposed tliatthe 
spectacle of a dozen and a lialf of but* 
chers and bakers suspended in fiont of 
the shops which they had reiu-scd to 
open, would give a more elective stiinu- 
liwto trade than any to be expected fi om 
aigument or proclamation. The hang- 
man was making ready his cords and 
ladders; Don Frederic of Toledo \\as 
closeted with President Viglius,* who, 
somewhat against hia will, was aro used 

1 Viglh Epist ad Joach. Hopper, 120. 
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at midnight to draw the woriants for 
these impromptu executions; Alva 
was waiting with grim impatience for 
the dawn upon which the show was to 
be exhibited, when an unfoieaeeu event 
suddenly arrested the iiomely tragedy. 
In the night arrived the intelligence 
that the town of Brill had been cap- 
tured. The Duke, feeling the full 
gravity of the situation, postponed the 
chastisement which he had thus se- 
cretly planned to a more convenient 
season, m Older, without an in tants 
hesitation, to avert the consequences of 
this new movement on the pai t of the 
rebels. The seizure of Brill \%n3 the 
Daus e.v machi/id which unexpectedly 
solved both the inextiicablo knot of 
the situation and the hangman’s noose ^ 

Allusion has more than ouco bcoi. 
made to those formidable paiiisrin'^ of 
the patriot cause, the uiarino outl.ius 
Cheated of half their biiUiiight l^y 
natiuc, and now diiven forth liooi 
their nairow isthmus by tjuuiny, flic 
exiled Hollanders took to the occi , 
Its boundless holds, long auihlc to 
their Industry, became fatally tiuiiful 
now that oppression wo* tian^foimiMg 
a peaceful seafaring people into a na 
tion of corsairs. Diivon to outl.u\i) 
and poverty, no doubt many Xcther 
laiuloi's plunged into ciime The pat- 
riot party had long since hid r->ul9 
the reepectful dopentment wlm li hod 
provoked the sarcasms of tlu* li.j. 

The beggaiB of the tea .i-hd tho’r 
alms thiough the mouths •<! tl>.>u can- 
non. Unfoi fcunately, tJicy but too 
often made tboir demands upon both 
fnend and foe.^ Every luiiicd incr- 
ebaut, every banished loitl, cveiyicck- 
less maiiner, who was rMlling to lay 
the commei cial woi Id uncli*i pontiihu- 
tion to repair his damaged fni tunes, 
could, without much difficulty, he 
supplied with a vessel and ciew at 
some northern port, under colour of 
cruising against the Viceroy’s govein- 
ment.^ Hor was the ostensible motive 
simply a pretext. To make w ar upon 

• Strada, lib vii. 3.'i7, Bor, ni'Oftl, supr8. 
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Alva was the leading object of all 
these freebooters, and they were usu- 
ally fiimiBhed by the Fnnce of Orange, 
in his capacity of sovereign, with 
letters of marque for that purpose.^ 
The Prince, iiiheed, did his utmeat to 
control and correct an evil which had 
inevitably grown out of the horrors 
of the time. His Admiral, William de 
la March, was, however, incapable of 
comprehending the lofty purposes of 
his superior. A wild, sanguinary, li- 
centious noble, wearing his hair and 
beard unshorn, accoiding to ancient 
Batavian custom, until the death of | 
his 1 ‘elative, Egmont, should have been ^ 
expiated, a woi thy descendant of the 
Wild Boar of Ardennes, this hirsute 
and savage corsair seemed an embodi- 
ment of vengeance. He had swni n to 
wreak upon Alva and upon Popeiy the 
deep revenge owed to them by the 
Hewerland nobility ; and m the cruel- 
ties afterwards practised by him upon 
monks and pneata, the Blood Council 
leai^n^d that their example had made 
at least one ripe scholar among the 
rebels.^ He was lying, at this epoch, 
with his fleet on the southeiTi coast of 
England, from which advantageous 
position he was now to be ejected in 
a Bummaiy manner.^ 

The negotiations between the Duke 
of Alva and Queen Elizabeth had 
already assumed an amicable tone, 
and were fast ripening to an adjust- 

extorrcs ct inops esibum metucntcs, m 
saves se cosj^orast, aliaaquc compinics 
obvisa per vim, nacti, aucto aumeio, piis- 
dabuiidj oceono ct per omm Qiantiniam 
vagabantur In hone muUitudincm Aunv- 
sioueosts. qwanquam juaet regimen aberant, 
^eclem iznpeni retwicbat, distnbutis per 
codioillos potestatibus.” — GioUi Anii.il hb. 
u. 49 ' Ibid. 
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ment. It lay by no means in that 
sovereign’s disposition to involve her* 
self at this junctuie in a war with 
Philip, and it was urged upon her gov- 
ernment by Alva's commissioners, that 
the continued countenance afforded by 
the English people to the Netherland 
cruiseis must inevitably lead to that 
result. In the latter ^ys of March, 
therefore, a sentence of virtual excom- 
mimication was pronounced against 
De la Marck and his rovers. A per- 
emptory order of Elizabeth foibade 
any of her subjects to supply them 
with meat, bread, or beer.^ The com- 
! mand being strictly complied with, 
their further stay was rendeied im- 
possible. Twenty-four vessels aceord- 
ingly, of various sizes, commanded by 
De la Marck, Treslong, Adam van 
Haren, Brand, and other distinguished 
seamen, set sail {\om Dover ^ in the 
veiy last days of Alarch.*^ Being al- 
most in a state of starvation, these 
adventurers were natmally anxious to 
supply themselves with food. They 
determined to make a sudden foray 
upon the coasts of North Holland^ 
and accordingly steered for Enkbuizen, 
both because it was a rich seaport 
and because it contained many secret 
paitiBans of the Piince. On Palm 
Sunday they captured two Spanish 
merchantmen. Soon aftenvoi ds, how- 
ever, the wind becoming contiary, 
they ucie unable to double the Helder 

to pincuie xnsm.uico on ships and goods. 
Tho Duke of Alva, at this time, after cou> 
sult.iUon with the mcrulionts, drew up aa 
edict icguluting conLi.ii.ts of assurance; 
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less than tho just and cummou value of the 
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tration, were to bo invabd Masters, pilol^ 
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or the Texel ; and on Tuesday, the 1st 
of April, having abondoiied their origi- 
nal intention, they dropped down to- 
wards Zealand, and entered the broad 
mouth of the river Aleuse. Between 
the town of Bull, upon the southern 
Up of this estuary, and hlaaslandsluiB, 
about half a league distant, upon the 
opposite side, the squadron suddenly 
apireaied at about two o’clock of an 
April afternoon, to the great astonish- 
ment of the inhabitants of both places.^ 
It seemed too large a fleet to be a 
mei e collection of ti ading vessels, nor 
did they appear to be Spanish ships. 
Feter Koppelstok, a sagacious feiry- 
inan, informed the passengers whom 
ho happened to be conveying across 
the river, that the strangeis were evi- 
dently the water beggars. “ The dread- 
ed name flUed his hearers with con- 
sternation, and they became eager to 
escape from so perilous a vicinity. 
Havmg duly landed his customers, 
however, who hastened to spread the 
news of the impending invasion, and 
to prepare for defence or flight, the 
stout feiTyman, who was secretly 
favourable to the cause of liberty, 
rowed boldly out to mquue the desti- 
nation and purposes of the fleet. 

Tho vessel which he first hailed was 
that commanded by AVilham dc Bluis, 
Seigneur of Trcslong. Thisadvcntui- 
ous noble, whose brother had been 
executed by the Duke of Alva m 
1568,'’ had himself fought by the side 
of Count Louis at Jemmmgen, and, 
although covered with wounds, had 
been one of the few who escaped alive 
from that horrible carnage. Duiiug 
the interveumg period he had become 
one of tho most famous rebels on the 
ocean, and he had alnoiys been well 
known in Brill, where his father had 
been governor for the King He at 
once recognised Koppelstok, and has- 
tened with him on boai d the Admiral's 
ship, assuring De la Harck that the 
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feiiyman was exactly the mau for 
their purpose. It was absolutly neces 
sary that a landing shonld be efiected, 
for the people were without the neces- 
saries of life. Captain Hartm Brand 
hod. visited the ship '’of Adam van 
Haren, as soon as they had dropped 
anchor in the Meuse, begging for food. 
“I gave him a cheese," said Adam, 
afterwards relating the occnmeiice, 
“ and assured him that it was the lost 
article of food to be found in the 
ship ”• The other vessels were equally 
destitute. Under the ciicumstauces, 
it was necessary to attempt a landing. 
Treslong, therefore, who w.is really 
the hero of this memoiablo adventuie, 
persuaded De la Marck to scud a mes 
sage to the city of Brill, demanding its 
surrender. This u as a bold summons 
to be made by a handful of men, thiee 
or four hundred at most,*’ who wero 
both metaphorically and hterally beg- 
gars. Tho city of Biill was not po 
pulous, but it was well nailed and 
fortified. It was, moronvoi, a -most 
commodious port. Treslong giwe ins 
signet ring to the fisherman, iCoppsl 
stok, and ordered him, thus accredited 
as an envoy, to carry tbeir sviTtnuOTn 
to the magistracy.^ Koppelstok, no- 
thing loath, instantly lowed asbuic, 
pushed through the ciowd of inhabi- 
tants, who overwhelmed him uith 
questions, and made lus appearanoo 
in the town-house before the assem- 
bled magistrates He informed them 
that he had been sent by the Admiral 
of the fleet and by Tieslong, uho uas 
well known to them, to demand that 
two commissioners should be sent out 
on the part of the city to coiifei with 
the patriots. He was bidden, be said, 
to give assurance that tho deputies 
woidd ho courteously treated. The 
only object of those who had sent him 
was to free the land from the tenth 
penny, and to ovei throw the tyranny 
of Alva and his Spaniard.^ Hereupon 

dred and Shy, VI 366 Hoofd follows Bor 
Mendosa. f ill, says there w-ere elsveo hun- 
dred In all. The Duke of Alva iu bis letter 
Ofteth ApiU 1572 (No 1107, Correspondav-M 
do Plulippo II), estimates them at beta Mil 
seven and eight hundred. Bentivogbo, hli, 
T 88 says one thousand 
7 Box, Hoofd, Van Wyn, 



h 


— Vapmr 

he was a^ked hy the magistrates, how 
laige a force De la Marw bod under 
his command. To this question the 
ferryman carelessly replied, that there 
might be aotiu five iJtoiaand in alU 
This enormo'iSi falsehood produced its 
effect upon the magistrates There 
was now no longer any inclination to 
resist the inradersj the only question I 
discussed being whether to treat with j 
them or to fly. On the whole, it was 
decided to do both. With some diffi- 
culty, two deputies were foimd suffi- j 
ciently yahant to go forth to negotiate 
with &e beggars, while in their absence 
moat of the leading burghers and func- 
tionaries made their preparations for 
flight The envoys were assured by 
Be la Marck and Tieslong that no in- 
jury was intended to the citizens or to 
private property, but that the over- 
throw of Alva’s government was to be 
instantly accomplished. Two hours 
were given to the magistrates in which 
to decide whether or not they would 
surrender the town, and accept the 
authoii^ of Be la March as Admiral 
of the Prince of Orange. They em- 
ployed the two hours thus granted in 
mnidng on ignominious escape. Their 
ncample was followed by most of the 
townspeople. When the invaders, at 
the expiration of the specified term, 
appeared under the walls of the dty, 
they found a few mhabitants of the 
lower class gazing at them from above, 
but received no official communication 
fi’om any source ’ 

The whole rebel force was now di- 
vided into two parties, one of which, 
under Treslong, made an attack upon 
the southern gate, while the other, 
commanded by the Admu-al, advanced 
upon the northern, Treslong after a 
short struggle succeeded in foraing his 
entranfe, and arrested, in domg so, the 
governor of the city, just taking his 
departure. Be la jiamk and hia men 
made a bonfire at the northern gate, 
and then battered down the half-burned 
portal with the end of an old mast.* 
Thus rudely and rapidly did the 
Ifetherland patriots conduct their first 
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successful siege. The two pai-ties, not 
more perhaps than two hundred and 
fifty men m all, met before Sunset in 
the centre of the city, and the founda- 
tion of the Butch B^ublic waa laid. 
The weary spirit of freedom, so long a 
fugitive over earth and sea, had at last 
found a resting-place, which fade and 
oven nbald hands had prepared. 

The panic crested by the first ap- 
pearance of the fleet had been so 
extensive, that hardly fifty citizens 
hod remained m the town. The rest 
had all escaped, with as much property- 
os they could carry away. The Ad- 
mii-al, in the name of the trince of 
Orange, as lawful stadholder of Philip, 
took formal possession of an almost 
deserted city. No indignity was offered 
to the inhabitants of either sex, but os 
soon as the conquerors were fairly 
established in the best houses of tha 
place, the inchnation to plunder the 
cburcbes could no longer be icstrained. 
The altars and images were all de- 
stroyed, the rich furniture and gor- 
geous vestments appropriated to private 
USB. Adam van Haren appeared on 
his vessel’s deck attired in a mugnifi- 
cent high mass chasuble. Treslong 
thenceforth used no di inking cups in 
his cabin save the golden chalices of 
the sacrament. Unfortunately, their 
hatied to Popei-y was not confined to 
such demonstrations Thirteen un- 
foituuate monks and priests, who had 
been unable to efibet tbeir escape, were 
ariested and thiown into piison, from 
whence they woie taken a few days 
later, by order of the ferocious Ad- 
miral, and executed under circum- 
stances of great barbarity.* 

The news of this important exploit 
spread with gi eat rapidity. Alva, sur- 
prised at the very moment of venting 
his rage on the butchers and grocers 
of Brussels, deferred this savage design 
in order to deal with the new difficulty. 
He bad certainly not expected such a 
tesult from the ready compliance of 
Queen flilizabeth with hia request. 
His rage was excessive; the triumph 
of the people, by whom he was oor- 

* Ibid. H«rd, Wageliaer, 
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dull/ detested, propnrtionably great. 
The pvmsters of Brussels were sure 
not to let such an opportunity escape 
them, for the name uf the captured 
town was susceptible of a quibble, and 
file event had taken place ux>on All 
Fools’ Day. 

“On Apiil’fl Fool's Day, 

Duke Alva's spcctadas were stolen away.” 
became a popular couplet.* The word 
spcctadea, in Flemish, as well as the 
name of the suddenly surprised city, 
being Brill, this allusion to the Duke’s 
loss and implied purblindness was not 
destitute of ingenuity. A caricature, 
too, was extensively circulated, repre- 
senting De la Marck stealing the Duke’s 
spectacles from his nose, while the 
Ciovemor was supposed to be uttering 
Ins habitual expression whenever any 
intelligence of importance was brought 
to him : No ca nada, no ea nada — 'Tie 
notliing, *tis nothing ® 

The Dulce, however, lost not an 
instant in attempting to repair the 
disaster. Count Bo.ssu, who had acted 
as stadholdcr of Holland and Zealand, 
ander Alva’s authonty, since the Pnnoe 
of Orange had resigned that office, was 
ordered at once to recover the con- 
quBied seaport, if possible.* 

Hastily gathering a force of some 
ten companies fiom the garrison of 
Utrecht, some of which very troops 
had recently, and unluckily foi govern- 
ment, been removed from Bi ill to that 
city, the Count crossed'the Sluis to the 
island of Voom upon Ea.ster day, and 
sent a summons to the rebel force to 
surrender Bnll. The patriots being 
very few in number, were at first 
afraid to venture outside the g.atcs to 
attack the much superior force of their 
invaders. A carpenter, however, who 
belonged to the city, but had long been 
a partisan of Orange, dashed into the 
water with his axe in his hand, and 
swimming to the Niewland sluice, 
hacked it open with a few vigorous 
strokes. The sea poured in at once, 
making the approach to the city upon 
* Bor, Vi MS:— 
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the north side impossible, Bossu then 
led his Spaniards along the Niewland 
dyke to the southern gate, where they 
were received with a warm discharge 
of artillery, which completely staggered 
them. Meantime, Trealong and Hobol 
had, m the most ^ring manner, rowed 
out to the ships which had brought 
the enemy to the island, cut some 
adrift, and set others on fire. The 
Spaniards at the southern gate caught 
sight of their blazing vessels, saw tlii> 
sea rapidly rising over the djke, be- 
came panic-struck at being thus en- 
closed between fire and water, and 
dashed off in precipitate retreat .along 
the slippery causeway and throiigli the 
slimy and tnrhid waters, which ueie 
fast threatening to overuhelm them ■* 
Many were drowned or Bmolh.''i ed in 
their flight, but the greater poition uf 
the force effected tiicir escape in the 
vessels which still remained uitliia 
reach This danger averted, Admir"! 
de la Marck summoned all the inh’ln 
tanls, a large number of ulioni Ind 
returned to the town after the captnie 
had been fairly estabhshed, and le- 
qiiired them, as weU as all rlio pn|>uln- 
tion of the island, to take an o.ith of 
allegiance to the Prince of Orange a’ 
etadholder for his Majesty ® 

The Prince had not been cvtrcmolv 
satisfied with the enterprise of De h 
Marck.® Ho thought it promatuio, 
and doubted whether it uould I'C 
practicable to hold the place, as he 
had not yet completed hi-. aiT-mgc- 
ments in Germany, nor assembled the 
force with which he intended agun to 
take the field. More than .ill, pei^ 
haps, he had little confidence in the 
character of his admiral. Oi.^nge was 
Tight in his estimate of De l.i, Maiok. 

It had not been that rovei ’s_^ design 
either to take or to hold the* place; 
and after the descent hod been made, 
the ships victualled, the churches 
plundered, the booty secured, and a 
few monks murdered, ho had giveu 
orders for the burning of the town, 

* " Door slvk, door slop, door dik en dun ^ 
are the bommy but vigorous expiession e! 
the Netberlond cluunicler — ^Eor, vi 3',7 , 
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ftnd Tor tlio departure of tliofleet.^ The 
TLTgent BolicitatiosB of Trealong, bow> 
ever, prevailed, with Bome difficulty, 
ovei Ue la Marck's ungual intentions. 
It IB to that bold and intelligent noble, 
therefore, md^e than to any other in- 
dividual, that the merit of laying this 
coiuer-btone of tlie Batavian common- 
wealth belongs.^ The enterprise itself 

03 an accident ; but the quick e^ c of 
Trealong saw the possibility of a per- 
manent conquest, where his supciior 
dieamed of nothing beyond a piiatical 
for,iy. 

Meantime Boaau, bafllcd in h»a 
attempt upon BiiU, took his way to- 
wards Botteidam. It was important 
that ho should, at least, secure such 
other cities as the recent success of 
the rebels might cause to waver in 
their allegiance. He found the gates 
of Rotterdam closed. The authorities 
i*ofuaed to comply with his demand to 
admit a garrison for the King. Pro- 
fessing peHect loyalty, the inhabitants 
very naturally refused to admit a band 
of sanguinary Spaniards to enfoice 
their obedience. Compelled to parley, 
Bo.jau resorted to a perfidious strata- 
gem. He requested peimission for bis 
troops to pass through the city with- 
out halting. This was granted by the 
magistrates, on condition that only a 
corpoitil’s coniman<l should be ad- 
mitted at a time. To these terms tlio 
Count affixed his hand and seal ’ 'With 
the admission, houever, of the fust 
detachment, a violent onset was made 
upon the gate by the whole Spanish 
force. The townspeople, not suspect- 
ing treachery, were not prepared to 
make effective resistance. A stout 
smith, confronting the invadeTs at the 
gate, almost sLigly, with his sledge- 
hammer, was stabb^ to the heart by 
Hossu with his own hand^ The sol- 
diers having thus gained admittance, 
»■ rushed through the streets, putting 
every man to death who offered the 
slightest resistance. Within a few 
minutes four hundred citizens were 
murdered. The fate of the women, 

1 Bor, vl. S^iO. Hoofd, v. 219. y^ogonaer, 
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abandoned now to the outrage of n 
brutal soldiery, was worse than death. 
The capture of Rotterdam is infamous 
for the same crimes which blacken 
the record of every Spanish triumph 
in the Ketherlands ^ 

The important town of Flushings 
on the Isle of Walcheren, was first to 
vibiato with the patriotic impulse 
given by the success at Bnll. The 
Sei^Gur de ITcrpt, a warm partisan 
of Orange, excited the burghers as- 
sembled lu the marketrplaoe to diive 
the small remnant of the Spanish gar- 
iison fiom the city. A little later 
upon the same day, a considerable re- 
inforcement anived before tbo wails. 
The Duke had determined, although 
too late, to complete the fortress which 
Kad been commenced long before to 
control tiie possession of this impor* 
tant position at the mouth of the 
ucstern Schold The troops who were 
to resume tins too long intermitted 
tv’ork aiTivcd just in time to witness 
the expulsion of their comrades. De 
Herpt easily persuaded the biirgbers 
that the die was cast, and that their 
only hope lay in a resolute resistance. 
The people warmly acquiesced, while 
a half-di unken, half-witted fellow in 
the crowd valiantly proposed, in con* 
sidciatinn of a pot of beer, to ascend 
the ramparts and to discharge a couple 
of pieces of artillery at the Spanish 
shijiB. The offer was accepter!, and 
the vagabond ^lenily mounting the 
heigiit, discharged the guna Strange 
to 1 elate, the shot thus fired by a lu- 
natic’s hand put the invading ships to 
flight. A sudden panic seized the 
Spaniards, the uhole fleet stood away 
at once in the direction of Middelburg, 
and were soon out of sight.^ 

The next day, however, Antony of 
Bourgoyne, governor under Alva for 
the Island of Walcheien, made his ap- 
peainnce in Flushing. Having a hi^ 
opinion of his own oratorical powers 
he came with the intention of winning 
back with his rhetoric a city which 
the Spaniards bad thus far been unable 

* IbirL Hoofd, vii 220, 221 
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to roeover with their cannon. The 
great bell was rtug, the whole popula- 
tion assembled m the miukct-place, 
and Antony, fiom the steps of the 
town-house, delivered a long oration, 
assuring the burghei'S, among other 
asseverations, that the King, who was 
the best natured prince in all Christen- 
dom, would forget and forgive their 
offences, if they returned honestly to 
their duties.^ 

The effect of the Governor’s elo- 
quence was much diminished, how- 
ever, by the interlocutory remarits of 
De Herpt and a group of his adhe- 
rents They reminded the people of 
the King's good nature, of liia readi- 
ness to forget and to forgive, as ex- 
emplified by the fate of Horn and Egi- 
mont, of Berghen and Montigny, qnd 
by the daily and almost houily decrees 
of the Blood CounciL Each well- 
rounded period of the Governor was 
greeted with ironical cheers The ora- 
tion was unsuccessful. “ Oh, citizens, 
citizens ' " cried at last the discomfited 
Aitony, " ye know not what ye do. 
your blood be upon your own liciuls; 
the responsibility be upon your own 
hearts for the files winch aie to con- 
sume your cities and the desolation 
which is to sweep your land ! ” The 
orator at this impressive point was in- 
terrupted, and most unceremoniously 
hustled out of the city. The govern- 
ment remained in the hands of the 
patriots.’ 

The party, however, was not so 
strong in soldieis as in spirit No 
sooner, therefore, had they established 
their rebellion to Alva as an incontro- 
vertible fact, than they sent off omis- 
saiies to the Prince of Orange, and to 
Admiral De la Marck at Brill. Find- 
ing that the inhabitants of Flushing 
were willing to provide arms and am- 
munition, De la Marck readily con- 
sented to send a small number of men, 
bold and experienced in partisan war- 
fare, of whom he had bow collected 
a larger number than he could well 
arm or maintain in his present posi- 
tion.* 
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The detachment, two hundred in 
number, in three small vessels,* ssr 
sail accordingly from Brill for Flusii- 
ing; and a wild crew they were, of 
reckless adventurers, un^er comiiiand 
of the bold Treslong. The expedi- 
tion seemed a fierce but whiinsiral 
masqueiiule. Every man in the little 
fleet was attired in the goigeous vest- 
ments of the plundcied churches, in 
gold-embroidered cassocks, glittoiing 
mass-garments, or the more sombin 
cowls and robes of Capuchin friars * 
So sped the early standard-bcaicrs oi 
that feiocious liberty which h.ul -jn uiig 
from tho files m which all else for 
which men cherish their fatherland 
had been consumed. So swept tli.it 
resolute but fantastic band along the 
placid estuaries of Zealand, waking 
the stagnant waters with tlicu- wild 
beggar songs and cries of vengeance 

That vengeance found soon a dis- 
tinguished object. Pacheco, the chief 
engineer of Alva, who had accoTnp.aiiied 
tho Duke in his march from Italy, who 
had since earned a world-wide reputa- 
tion os the architect of the Antwerp 
citadel, had been just despatched lu 
haste to Flushing to complete the for- 
tress whose construction had been so 
long delayed. Too late for bis w ork, 
too soon for his safety, tho ill-fated 
engineer had arrived almost at the 
same moment with Treslong and his 
ciew.® He had stepped on shore, 
entirely ignorant of all which had 
transpired, expecting to be tre.ated 
with the respect due to the chief 
commandant of the place, and to an 
officer high m the confidence of tho 
Governor-General. He found himselt 
surrounded by an indignant and threat- 
ening mob. The unfortunate Italian 
understood not a word of the opprobri- 
ous language addressed to him, but he 
easily comprehended that the authority 
of the Duke was overthrown. Ob- 
serving De Byk, a distmguished par- 
tisan officer and privateersman of 
Amsterdam, whose reputation for 
bravery and generosity was known to 
him, he approached him, and drawing 
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« seal ring fiom his finger, kiaaed it, 
end handed it to the rebel chieftain,^ 
By this dumb-ahow ho gave him to 
understand that he lehod upon hia 
honour for the treatment due to a 
gentleman. Do Byk undei-stood the 
appeal, and would willingly have as- 
sured him, at least, a soldier’s death, 
bub he was powerless to do aq. He 
anested him, that he might be pro- 
tected from the fury of the lablile; 
but Treslong, who now commanded 
in Flushing, was especially inceased 
against the founder of the Autvveip 
citadel, and felt a feiocioiia desiic to 
avenge his brothel 's mui der upon the 
body of his destroyer 'a favouilte.* 
Pacheco was condemned to be hanged 
upon the very day of hia aimal 
Having been brought forth fiom his 
piiBou, he begged hard but not abjectly 
for his hfe. He offuied a heavy ran- 
som, but hia enemies were greedy for 
blood, not for money. It was, how- 
ever, difficult to find an exooutiouor. 
The city hangman was absent, and 
the prejudice of the country and the 
age against the vile profeasion had as- 
BiuecUy not been diminished duiuig 
the five horrible years of Alva’s admi- 
nistration. Bven a coudeioned mui- 
derer, who lay in the town gaol, refused 
to accept his life in recompeiice for 
performing the office. It should never 
be said, he obsei red, that his mother 
had given bii th to a hangman. When 
t lid, howovoi , that the nitendod viotnii 
M as aSpaxnsh officer, the inalefactorcon- 
sented to the task with alaciity, on con- 
dition that he might aftei wards kill any 
man who taunted him with the deed. 

An'ived at the foot of the gallons, 
Pacheco complamed bitterly of the 
disgi'aceful death designed for him. 
He protested loudly that he came of a 
« 
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house as noble os that of Egmont or 
Horn, and was entitled to ss honour* 
able an execution as theirs had been. 
“The sword I the swoid! ” he frantio- 
aEy exclaamed, as he stiuggled with 
those who guaided him. His language 
was not understood, but the names of 
Hgmont and Horn mfiamed stiU more 
highly the rage of the rabble, while ' 
liio ciy for the sword was falsely in- 
tcipioted hy a rude follow who had 
happened to possess himself of Facho- 
cu’s rapier, at his captuie, and who 
cow paraded himself with it at the 
gallows’ foot. “Never fear for your 
swoiil, Senor,” cried this ruffian, 
“your an Old is safe enough, and in 
good hands. Up the Liddci with you, 
Beuor; you have no fuithcr use foi 
your sword.” 

Pacheco, thus outraged, submitted 
to hia f.ito. Ho mounted the ladder 
witli a sleaily step, and was hanged 
between two other Spanish officers’ 

So pel islied misemhly a brave soldier, 
and one of the most distmguished 
engineers of liis timo; a man whose 
character and accomplishments had 
certainly meiitod for him a better 
fate ’ But while we stigmatise, as it 
deserves, the atrocious conduct of a 
few Netherland partisans, we should 
i remember who firet unchain^' the 
! demon of international hatred in this 
unhappy land , nor should it ever be 
foigottjii th.it the gieat leader of the 
revolt, by v^d, proclamation, ex- 
ample, by enti eatics, threats, and con- 
dign punishment, constantly rebuked, 
and, to a ooit.iln extent, resti-ained the 
sanguinary spiiit by which soma of his 
followers disgraced the noble cause 
which they hod espoused. 

Treslong did not long remain in 
command at Flushing. An officer, 
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high la the confidence of the prince, 
Jerome Tan 't Zeraerts, now arrived 
at Flushing, with a commission to be 
Lieutenant-Governor over the whole 
isle of Walcheien. He was attended 


by a small band of French infantry^ 
while at nearly the same time the gar* 
rison was further strengthened by the 
arrival of a large number of yolunteew 
fiom England.^ 
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The example thus set by BiUl and 
Flushing was rapidly followed. The 
first half of the year 1572 was dis- 
tinguished by a series of tnuniphs 
rendered still more remarkable by the 
, reverses w'hicU followed at its close. 

' Of a sudden, almost as it weio hy 
accident, a small but importaiit- sea- 
I port, the object for w'hich the Frince 
had BO long been hoping, w^as seotived. 
Instantly ^teiward, half the island of 
I Walcheren renounced the yoke of 
! Alva. Kezt, Eukhuizen, the key to 
|. the Znyder Zee, the principal arsenal, 
and one of the first commercial cities 

' » Bor, vi 871 

' * ttid VI 871-876. Hoofd, vf. 280-238. 
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in the Hetheilands, rose against the 
Spanish Admiral, and hung out the 
banner of Orange on its lampartx.* 
The revolution effected here W’as purely 
work of the people — of the 
marineiB and burghers of the city* 
Moreover^ the magistracy was sot aside 
and the government of Alva lepu- 
diated without shedding one drop 
of blood, without a single vion" to 
person or propci-ty.'* By the i-'ime 
s])ontaneou8 movement, neailyalllho 
important cities of Holland and Zca* 
land raised the standard of him in 
whom they recognised their delivcier.* 

* Ibid Van Moteren, 07-60, 

* Hoofd, VL 238-240, et sea, Bor, vi. 1177 
ot coq. 



The revolution waa aocomplidied under 
A nearly pim ila r ciroumstances every' 
" where. With one fierce bound of 
enthusiasm, the nation diook ofE* its 
chain. Oudewaterj Port, Harlem, 
Leyden, GorcAn, Loewenstein, Gouda, 
Medenblik, Horn, Allonoar, Edam, 
l^Iounikendam, Purmercnde, as well as 
Flushing, Veer, and Enlchuiasen, all 
ranged themselves under the govern- 
uient of Orange, as lawful sta^oldcr 
for the King.i 

Hor was it in Holland and Zealand 
alone that the beacon fires of freedom 
wei*e lighted. City after city in Gel- 
derland, Overyasel, and the See of 
Utiecht; all the important towns of 
Fneslaud, some sooner, some later, 
some without a struggle, some after a 
bhoit siege, some with resistance by 
the functiouaiies of goveinment, some 
by amicable compinmise, accepted the 
ganisons of the Fnnce, and formally 
recognised his authority.^ Out of the 
ehaos which a long and pretematui*a2 
tyranny hod produced, first stiug* 
gling elements of a new and a beti^ 
world began to appear. It were super- 
fluous to nanate the details which 
marked the sudden restoration of 
liberty in these various groups of 
cities. Traits of generosity marked 
the change oP government in some, 
circumstances of feiocity disfigured 
t the revolution m otheis. The island 
c£ Walcheieu, equally divided as it 
r/as between the two pai ties, was the 
scene of much ti’uculent and diabolical 
warfare. It is diificult to say whether 
the mutual hatred of race or the aui- 
moflity of religious difierence proved 
the deadlier venom. The combats 
were perpetual and sanguinary, the 
prisoners on both sides instantly eze* 
cuted. On more than one occasion, 
men Vere seen assistmg to hang with 
tbeir own Lauds and m cold blood 
■ their own bi others, who had been 
taken prisoners in tbe enemy’s rauks.^ 
When tbe captives were too many to 
be hanged, they were tied back to 
back, two and two, and thus huiled 

1 Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup Metcren, 60, ot 
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into the sea.^ The islmiders found a 
fierce pleasure in these acta of cruelty. 
A Spaniard had ceased to be human 
in their eyes. On one occasion, a 
surgeon at Veer cut the heart from a 
Spanish prisoner, nailed it on a vessel’s 
prow, and invited the townsmen to 
come and fasten thrir teeth in it, 
which many did with savage satisfac- 
iion.® 

In other parts of the country tbo 
revolution was, on the w'liole, accoia* 
plished with comparative calniucsa. 
Even traits of generosity were not 
uncommon. The burgomaster of 
Oondji, long the supple slave of Alva 
and the Blood Council, fled for his life 
as the revolt broke f oi th in that city. 
He took refuge in the house of a cer* 
tain widow, and begged for a place of 
concealment. The widow led him to 
a seciet closet which served as a pan- 
try. “ Shall I be secure there 2 " 
asked the fugitive functionary. 
yes, sir Buigomastei/’ leidied the 
widow, ** ’twas m that > ery place that 
my husband Uy concealed when you, 
accompanied by the officers of justice, 
were searching the house, ^at you 
might bnng him to the scaffold for 
his religion. Enter the pantry, your 
worship , I will be lesponsible for your 
safety.”*' Thus faithfully did the 
humble widow of a hunbll and mur- 
dered Cdhinist piutect the life of the 
magistrate w ho had bi ought desolation 
to her heai th.^ 

Hot all the conquests thus rapidly 
achieved lu the cause of libei'ty were 
destined to endui’e, nor weie any to 
be retained without a struggle The 
Utile northern cluster of republics 
w'hich had now lesiored its honour to 
the ancient Batavian name was des- 
tined, however, for a long and vigour- 
ouB Ufe. Fiom that bleak isthmus 
the light of freedom was to stream 
thiough many years upon struggling 
humanity in Euiope ; a guiding pl^*OB 
acioss a stoimy sea ; and Harlem, 
Leyden, Alkmaai' — names hallowed by 
deeds of heioism such as ham 

» Hoofd, Vi 22r7- ^ 
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often ilAurtratad human annals, still 
IniMthe as tnimpet'tonguod and per* 
petual a defiance to despousm as Ha- 
rathon, Thermopylae, or Salamls. 

A new board of magistrates had 
been chosen in all the redeemed clUes, 
by popular election. They were re- 
quued to take an oath of fidelity to 
the King of Spam, and to the Prince 
of Orange aa his stadholder; to pro- 
mise resistance to the Duke of Alva, 
the tenth penny, and the mquisition ; 

** to support ei ery man’s freedom and 
the welfaic of the countiy, to protect 
widows, oiphui"*, an<l nii&erable per- 
sons, and to mamtain justice and 
tnitli.**^ 

Diodrich Sonoy arrived on the 2d 
June at Eukhui7cn. He uas provided 
by the Pnnee with a commission, 
appomting him Lieutenant-Governor 
of North Holland or lYaterland.* 
Thus, to combat the authority of 
Alva was set up the authority of the 
King. The stadholderate over Hol- 
land and Zealand, to which the Prmce 
had been appointed In 1559, he now 
reassumed. Upon this fiction reposed 
the whole proviaioiul polity of the 
revolted Netherlands The govern- 
ment, as it gradually unfolded itself, 
from this eiioch fonvard until the 
declaration of independence aud the 
absolute renunciation of the Spanish 
sovereign power, will be sketch^ in a 
future chapter. The people at first 
claimed not an iota mn^e of freedom 
than was secured by Philip's coronor 
tion oath. There was no pretence 
that PhlUp was not sovereign, but 
there was a pretence and a determi- 
xuition to worship God according to 
conscience, and to i ecUim the ancient 
pohtical “hberiies” ot the land. So , 
long as Alva reigned, the Blood Coun- 
cil, the inquisition, and martial law, 
were the only codes or courts, and 
every charter slept. To recover this 
practical hberty and these historical 
rights, and to make from their shoul- 
ders a most sanguinary government, 
was the puipose of William and of the 

1 Bor, vTSTirWS koofd, vi. 330, 236' 
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people. No Tevolutionary standard 
was displayed. 

The written mstructions given by 
the Prince to his Lieutenant Sonoy’ 
were to ^'see fhat the Word of God 
was preached, withouV however, suf- 
fering any hindfance to the Jloman 
Chufih in the exercise of its religion ; 
to restore fugitives aud the bamcLed 
for conscience sake, and to require oi 
all magistrates and officers of guildi 
and brotherhoods an oath of fidehi\ ” 
The prince likewise prescribed the 
form of that oath, repeating therein, 
to his eternal honour, the same rlct 
prohibition of intolerance. * Like- 
wise," said the formula, “ shall tho&e 
of * the rehgion ’ offer no let or hm 
dranco to the Boman Chiu*che5 " * 

The Prince was still in Germanv, 
engaged in raising troops and provid 
mg tiinds. He directed however, the 
afiuirs of the insurgent provinces id 
their minu''*eBt details, by virtue ol 
the dictatorship inevitably forced upon 
him Loth hy circumstances and by 
the people In the meantime, Loiin 
of Nai»&au, the Bayard® of the NetL^r 
lands, performed a most unex])ected 
and brilhant exploit He had been 
long in Fiance, negotiating \Mth the 
leaders of the Huguenots, aud, moie 
secretly, with the court. He wa-s bui>- 
posed by all the world to be still in 
that kingdom, when the startLiig in- 
telligence arrived that he had sui- 
prised and captured the lUiportant 
City of Mons.® This town, the capital 
of Hainault, situate In a fertile, undu- 
lating, and beautiful country, pio- 
tected by lofty walls, a tuple must, 
aud a strong citadel, was one of the 
most flourisl^g mid elegant ]>la( es in 
the Netherlands. It was, moreoiei, 
from its vicmity to the frontiers of 
France, a most important acquisitn'ii 
to the insurgent party. The captuie 
was thus accomplished. A native of 
Mods, one Antony Oliver, a geographi- 
cal painter, had insmuated himself into 
the confidence of Alva, for whom he 
had prepared at different times some 
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remarlubly well-executed maps of the 
country. Honug occaaion to Tisit 
fVance, he waa employed by the Duke 
to keep a watch upon the inoTements 
of Louie of Na^U; and to make a 
port as to the progresB of nis intrigues 
with the court of Fiance. The painter, 
howeveTj was only a spy in ^guiae, 
being in reality devoted to the cause of 
freedom, and a correspondent of Orange 
and his family. Hia communications 
with Louis, in Pans, had therefore a 
far different result f^m the one anti> 
cipated hy Alva. A laige number of 
adherents within the city of ISIous had 
already been secured, and a plan was 
now arranged between Count Louis, 
Genlia, Be la If^oue, and other distiii> 
goished Huguenot chiefs, to l^e earned 
out with the assistance of the brave 
and energetic artist ^ 

On the 23d of May, Oliver appeared 
at the gates of Mons, accompanied by 
three waggons, ostensibly containing 
merchandisa, but in reahty laden with 
arquebusses. These were secretly dis- 
tributed among his confederates in the 
city. In the comse of the day. Count 
Louis arrived in the neighbourhood, 
accompanied by five hundred horse- 
men, and a thousand foot soldiezs. 
This force he stationed in close con- 
cealment within the thick forests be- 
tween Maubeuge and Mons Towards 
evening be sent twelve of the most 
trusty and dating of his followers, dis- 
guised as wine mei chants, into the 
city. These individuals proceeded 
boldly to a public house, ordered their 
supper, and u hile conversing with the 
laudloi^, carelessly inquired at what 
hour next morning the city gates would 
be opened They u ere informed that 
the usual hour was four in the morn- 
ing, but that a trifling present to the 
porter Would ensure Emission, if they 
desired it, at an earlier hour. They 
explained their inquiries by a state- 
ment that they had some casks of 
wine whi^ they wished to introduce 
into the city before sunrise. Having 
obtained all the information which 
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they needed, l^ey soon afterwards 
left the tavern. The next day they 
presented th^nselves very eaily at tM 
gate, which the porter, on promise of 
a handsome “ dimk-penny,” agreed to 
unlock. Ko sooner were the bolts 
withdrawn, however, than he ivas 
struck dead, while about flffy dra- 
goons rode tlu'oiigh the gate,® The 
Count and his followers now galloped 
over the city in the moniing twilight^ 
touting, “ Fiance • liberty ! the town 
IS ours ’ ** “ The Prmce is coming ! ** 
“Down with the tenth penny; down 
with the muiderouB Alva I ” So soon 
as a buigher shewed his woudenng 
face at the wmdow, they shot at him 
with their carbines, ^ey made aa 
much noise, and conducted themselves 
as boldly as if they had been at least a 
thousand strong. 

Meantime, however, the streets 
mained empty; not one of their seciet 
confederates dewing himsell Fifty 
men could surprise, but were too ^ew 
to keep possession of the city. The 
Count began to suspect a trap. As 
dayhght approached, the alarm spread; 
the position of the little band was 
criticaL In his impetuosity, Louis 
had far outstnpped his army, ^tthey 
had been directed to follow hard upon 
his footsteps, and he was astonished 
that their anival was so long delayed. 
Ihe suspense becoming mtolerable, 
he rode out of the city m quest of his 
adherentft, and fuflnd them wandering 
m the woods, where they had com- 
pletely lost their way Onlering each 
horseman to take a foot soldier on the 
crupper belund him, he led them 
rapidly back to Mons. On the way 
they w'ere encountered by La Noue, 
'*with the iron arm,”* and Genlis, 
who, meantime, had made an unsuc- 
cessful attack to reco^ er Valeuciennes, 
which within a few houis had been 
won and lost again. Aa they reached 
the gates of Mons, they found them- 
selves within a hair’s bi eodth of bein^ 
too late ; their adherents hod not com 
forth; the citizens had been aroused 

* He bad been aeverdr mounded in 1570 
His arm had bgpn amputated, but *'de bou 
ouvrien lul fireat un bras de far, dontili 
portO depuis le nom.”— Vito de 
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the gatei were all feat) but one — and 
there the porter was quarrelling with 
a French soldier about an arquebuaa. 
The drawbridge across the moat wae 
at the moment rising; the last en- 
trance was closing, when Gmtoy da 
Ghaumont, a French oi&cer, mounted 
on a light Spanish barb, sprang upon 
the bridge as it rose. His weight 
caused it to sink again, the gate was 
forced, and Louis with all his men 
rode triumphantly into the town.^ 

The citisena were forthwith assem- 
bled by sound of bell in the market- 
place. The clergy, the magistracy, and 
the general council were all present. 
Gcnlis made the first speech, in which 
ho disclaimed all intention of making 
conquests in the interest of France 
This pledge havmg been given, Louis 
of Nassau next addressed the assembly : 
"The magistrates,” said he, "have not 
understood my intentions. 1 protest 
that I am no rebel to the King; I 
prove it by asking no new oaths from 
any man Bemam bound by your old 
oaths of allegiance ; let the magistrates 
continue to exorcise their functions — 
to administer justice. I imagine that 
no person wiil suspect a brother of the 
Prince of Orange capable of any design 
against the bberties of the country. 
As to the Catholic religion, 1 take it 
under my very particular protectioiL 
Tou will ask why I am in Hons at the 
head of an armed force ; sre any of 
you ignoiant of Alvifi cmelties* The 
overthrow of this tyrant is as much 
the interest of the Kmg as of the 
people, therefore there is nothing in 
my present conduct inconsistent with 
fidelity to his hlajcsty. Against Alva 
alone I have taken up aims; 'tis to 
protect you against his fury that I 
am hera. It is to prevent the con- 
tinuance of a general rebellion that I 
make war upon him. The only propo- 
sition which I have to make to you is 
this — I demand that you declare Alva 
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de Toledo a traitor to the King, the 
executioner of the people, an enemy to 
the count0’, unworthy of the govern- 
ment, and hereby deprived of his au- 
thority.”* ^ 

The magistracy did hot dare to ac- 
cept so bold a proposition; thcgenei-al 
council composing the moie popular 
branch of the municipal goveiumeut, 
were comparatively inclined to favour 
Nassau, and many of its members voted 
for the downfal of the tyrant. Noi er 
theless the demands of Count Louio wc i e 
rejected. His position thus became tii- 
ticaL The civic authonties i cfnsed to 
pay tor his troops, who were, inoi cot < i, 
too few in number to resist the inei li- 
able siege. The patriotism of the citi- 
zens was not to be repressed, however, 
by the authority of the magistiatea: 
many rich proprietors of the gicat 
cloth and silk manufactories, for u Iiieli 
Hons was famous, raised and aimeil 
companies at their otvn expense ; niauv 
volunteer troops were also speedily oi- 
ganised and diilled, and the fortifica- 
tions were put in order. No attempt 
w as made to foi ce the reformed i oligiun 
upon the inhabitants, and even Catho- 
lics who were discovered m secret corres- 
pondence with the enemy w ore tre.itcd 
with such extreme gentleness by Nas- 
sau as to bring upon him sereie ic- 
proaches from many of his own pai ty ' 

A large collection of ccolesiascietal 
plate, jewellery, money, and other 
valuables, which had been sent to the 
city for safe keeping fi om the churches 
and convents of the provmces, was 
seized, and thus, with httle bloodshed 
and no violence, was the impuitaut 
city secured for the insurgents.'* Throe 
days afterwards, two thousand infantry, 
chiefly French, arrived in the pLce.* 
In the early part of the following 
month Lome was still further sti ength- 
ened by the arrival of tliirteen him- ^ 
dred foot and twelve huntbed linrso' 1 
men, under command of Count Mont- 
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gomery, the celebrated officer/ whose 
' spear at the toumanient had proved 
fatal to Hemy the Second. Thus the 
Duke of Alva suddenly found himself 
exposed to a tempest of revolution. 
One thunderbolt after another seemed 
descending around him in breathless 
succession. Brill and Flushing had 
been already lost \ Middelburg was so 
closely invested that its fall seemed 
imminent, and with it would ^ the 
whole island of AValcheren, the key to 
all the Netherlands. In one morning^ 
he had heard of the i evolt of Enkliuucn 
and of the whole Waterland; two 
hours later camo the news of the 
Valonciennea rebellion, and next d.iy 
the astoniKliing capture of Mona. One 
disaster followed Laid upon another. 
Ho could have sworn that the detested 
Louis of Nassau, who had dealt this 
last and most fatal atroke, was at that 
moment in Fai-ia, safely watched by 
government emisBanes; and now he 
Uad, as it weie, suddenly started out 
of the earth, to deprive him of this 
important city, and to lay bare the 
whole fiontier to the treacherous at- 
tacks of faithless France. He refused 
to believe the intelligence when it was 
di’st announced to him, and swore that 
he had certain information that Count 
Louis had been seen playing m the 
tennis-court at Paris, within so short a 
penod as to make hia piescnce in Hai- 
nault ac that moment impossible. 
Forced, at last, to admit the tiuih of 
the disastrous news, he dashed bis hat 
upon the gioimd in a fury, uttering 
Imprecaiaona upon the Queen Dowager 
of France, to whose perfidious iutngues 
he ascribed the success of the enter- 
prise, and pledging himself to send her 
Spanish thistles enough in return for 
the Florentine lilies which she had 
thus bestowed upon him.** 

. In the midst of the perplexities thus 
thickening around him, the Duke pre* 
icrved his courage, if not his temper. 
Winded, for a brief season, by the 
rapid attacks made upon him, ho had 
been uncertain whither to diiect lus 
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vengeance. This last blow in so vital 
a qusuter determined him at once. He 
forthwith despatched Don Frederic to 
undertake the siege of Mons, and ear- 
nestly set about raising loige reinforce- 
ments to his army. Don Frederio 
took possession, without much opposi- 
tion, of the Bethlehem cloister in the 
immediate vicimty of the city, and 
with four thousand troops began the 
investment in due fom.^ 

Alva had, for a long time, been moat 
impatient to retire from the provinces. 
Even he was capable of human emo- 
tions. Through the sevenfold panoply 
of his pride he bad been pierced by the 
sharpness of a nation's curse. He was 
wearied with the unceasing execiations 
which assailed his ears. “ The hatred 
itkif'h ihs people bear me,” said he, in a 
letter io Philip, “ because of the chas- 
tiEement which it has been necessary 
for me to inflict, althon^h •with all the 
vnodemiion in the worldt make all my 
eflbrta vain. A successor wiU meet 
more sympathy and piove more use* 
ful.”® On the 10th June, the Duka 
of Medina Coeli, with a fleet of more 
than forty sail, arrived off Blankenburg, 
intending to enter the Scheld.^ Julian 
Romero, with two thousand Spaniardsi 
was also on board the fleet. Nothmg, 
of course, was known to the new 
comers of the alteied condition of 
aflhiis in the Nethei lands, nor of the 
unwelcome leceptiou uhich they weie 
like to meet m Aushing. A few of 
the hghter crait having been taken by 
tho p«itiiot cmisers, the ahirm was 
Bin cad tlnough all the fleet Medina 
Coeli, with a few transports, was ena- 
bled to efl’cet his escape to Sluys, 
whence he hastened to Brussels in a 
luuch less ceremonious manner than ho 
bad originally contemplated. Twelve 
Biscayan ships stood out to sc.i, des- 
cried a laige Lisbon fleet, by a bingular 
coincidence, suddenly boa's iiig m sight, 
changed their course again, and with 
a. favouimg breeze bore boldly up the 
Houd, passed Flushing in spite of a 
severe cannonade from the forts, and 
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erantcall^ made good their entrance 
into Bonmekens, whence the eoldiery, 
about one-half of whom had thua been 
saved, were transferred at a very criti- 
cal moment to Middelburg.^ 

The great Lisbon fleet followed in 
the wake of the Biscayans, with much 
inferior success. Totally ignorant of 
the revolution which had occurred in 
the Isle of Walcheren, it obeyed the 
summons of the rebel fort to come to 
anchor, and, with the exception of 
three or four, the vessels were all taken. 
It was the richest booty which the m- 
surgents had yet acquired by sea or 
land. The fleet was laden with spices, 
money, jewellery, and the richest mor- 
chandise. Five huudred thousand 
crowns of gold were taken ; and it was 
calculated that the plunder altogether 
would suffice to mamtain the war for 
two yeare at least. One thousand 
Spanish soldiery and a good amount 
of ammunition, were also caxitured. 
The unexpected condition of aflairs 
made a pause natmal, and almost ne- 
cessaty, before the government could 
be decorously transferred Hedma 
Cceli, with Spanish grandiloquence, 
avowed his wilhngness to serve as a 
soldier under a geueial whom he so 
much venerated; while Alva oidered 
that, in all respects, the same outward 
marks of respect should be paid to his 
appointed successor as to himself. Be- 
neath all this external ceremony, how- 
ever, much mutual* mahce was con- 
cealed.’ 

Meantime, the Duke, who was hte- 
rally “without a single real,"’ was 
forced at last to smother his pride in 
the matter of the tenth penny On 
the 24th June, he summoned the 
estates of Holland to assemble on Uie 
16th of the ensuing luuntli. In the 
missive issued for this purpose, he for- 
mally agreed to abolish the whole tax, 
on condition that the estates general 


of tho Hetherlanda would furnish him 
with a yearly supply of two millions 
of florins. Almort at tho same mi> 
ment the King bad dismissed tho de- 
puties of the estate^ from Modi id, 
with the public assurance that the tax 
was to be suspended, and a private lu- 
timation that it was not abolished in 
terms, only in order to save the dignity 
of the Duke.’ 

These healing measures came en- 
tirely too late. The estates of Holland 
met, indeed, on the appointed daj of 
July, but they assembled not m obe- 
dience to Alva, but in consequence of 
a summons fiom "William of Oiangc.’ 
They met, too, not at the Hiigii' , but 
at Dort, to take formal mo.iaui es for 
renouncing the authority of tho Duke * 
The first congress of the Kethcihnd 
commonwealth still professed loyalty 
to tlie Crown, but was determined to 
accept the policy of Orange without a 
qne&tion 

The Prince had again assembled an 
army in Germany, oonsistmg of fifteen 
thousand foot and seven thousand 
horse, besides a number of Kothor- 
Imiders, mostly Walloons, amounting 
to nearly three thousand morc.^ Be- 
fore takmgthe field, however, it was 
necessary &at be slioiild guarantee at 
least three months’ paj to his tioop-. 
This he could no longer do, cxcoxit by 
giving bonds, endorsed by oeitain 
cities of Holland as his securities* 
Ho had, accordmgly, addi eased letters 
in his own name tn all the piincipal 
cities, fervently ad)iuing them to re- 
member, at last, what was duo to him, 
to the fatherland, and to their own 
ch.iraoter. “ Let not a sum of gold,” 
said he in one of these letters, " be so 
dear to you, that for its sake you will 
sacrifice your lives, your wives, your 
childien, and all your descendants, to 
the latest generations; that you will 
bimg sm and shame upon yourselves, 
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and destruction upon us who have so descended, through niniiy tortuous 
heartily striven to as^t you. Think channelB, the Divine effluence origin- 
V what scorn you will incur from foreign ally supplied by Charles the Simple of 
nations, what a crime you will commit France. That supematurtd power was 
against the Lo^ God, what a bloody not contested, but it was now ingenl. 
yoke ye will impose forever upon your- ously turned against the sovereign, 
solves and your children, if you now The Kmg's authority was invokcii 
seek for subterfuges — ^if you now pre- against himself m the person of the 
vent us from taking the held with the Prince of Orange, to whom, thirteen 
troops whichwe have enlisted. On the years before, a portion of that Divine 
other hand, what inexpressible benefits right had been delegated The estates 
you will confer on your country, if you of Holland met at Dort on the 15th 
now help tis to rescue that fatlieiland July, as representatives of the people, 
from the power of Spanish vultmea but they were summoned by Orange, 
^ and wolves."^ royally commissioned in 1559 as stad- 

Tliis and similar missives, cii culated holder, and therefore the supreme 
throughout the province of Holland, legislative and executive officer of cer- 
produced a deep impiession. In ac- tain piovmcea. This was the theory 
- cordance with his suggestions, the of the provisional government.® The 
deputies fiom the nobihty and from Piinoe represented the royal authority, 
twelve cities of that province assembled the nobles represented both them- 
on the 15th July, at Dort, Strictly selves and the people of the open coun- 
■ speaking, the estates or government of try, while the twelve cities represented 
Holland, the body which represented the whole body of burghers. Together, 
the whole people, consisted of the they weie supposed to embody all 
nobles and six great cities. On this autliority, both Divine and human, 
oi^ion, however, Amsterdam being which a congress could exeroise. Thus 
still in the power of the King, could the whole movement was directed 
send no deputies, while, on the other against Alva and against Count Bossu, 
bond, all the small towns were invited appointed stadholder by Alva in the 
to send up their representatives to place of Orange.® Philip’s name was 
the Congrees. Eight accepted the destined to figure for a long time, at 
proposal ; the rest declmed to appoint the head of documents by which 
delegates, partly from motives of monies were raised, troops levied, and 
economy, partly from timidity.® fcixes collected, all to bo used in deadly 

These estates were the legitimate war against himself, 
repieaentatives of the people, but they The estates weft convened on the 

i had no legislative powers.-' The peo- 15th July, when Paul Buys, pension- 
pie had never pretended to sovereign- ary of Leyden, the tried and confi- 
ty, nor did they claim it now. The dential friend of Orange, was elected 
source from which the government of Advocate of Holland.' The conven- 
the Hetherlands was supposed to pro- tion was then adjourned till the 18th, 
eeed was still the Divine mancGite. when Saint Aldegonde made his ap- 
Even now the estates silently con- pe.irance, with full powers to act pro- 
- ceded, u they had ever done, the -risionally in behalf of his Highness.® 
supreme' legislative and executive The distinguished plenipotentiary 
jL factions to the land’s master.® Upon delivered before the congress a long 
P-Philip of Spam, as representative of and very effective hanangtie. He re- 
! Coimt Dirk the First of Holland, had called the sacrifices and efforts of the 

I 

1 This remarkable letter is published In ® Ibid , i 50. 52. 

; Klnit, Hist, der HoUandsche Staataiegenng, * Bor, vi. 8B8. Kliut, Ilist. HoL Staats- 
1 Dool i bl 876-370 (Bijlageu). reg , i 46, et seq , and 371. et soq. 

^ a Kbut, Hist der Hob Btaatsreg.iL bl 40, * Bor. Kluit, ubi. sup. Vagenaer, vL 

St seq : and Bub-ieon. bb 374, ot seq Bor, S77-380. t 

v). 381, 886, ot seq iVagenoer, Vad. Bist , 7 Resol IIo^, 14th Sept, 1574, bb M. 

fc *i. 877-380. Wagenaer, vl 876 

I s Kluit, Hnb Staatsreg., i. 10-17, > Bo r.jiLJB0. 887. 


“*PW 

Plince during previous years 
adverted to the disastrous campaign 
of 1568, m vliich the Piu^ce bad 
appealed full of high hojie, at the 
head of a g Ihnt aimy, but had been 
obliged, alter a shoit period, to le 
tire, because not a city h id opened its 
gates nor a jSctheilandcr luted his 
tmger in tiie cause Ne\ortheleeB, he 
hid not lost courage nor closed his 
heait, and now that, thioiigh the 
blessing of God, tl c c^ea of n on hid 
been o^ entcl and co uian^ citica had 
clediicd u &b the tj lint, the Pimce 
had louiid himbelf exposed to a bitter 
stiuggle Althoiioh his o\ n tunes 
hod been ruined in the cause, he had 
been uiiablo to re-sist the diilv flood 
of petitions which callca upon him to 
come foi w ird once more He had 
ag*>in importuned his relations and 
pow trful hieuda , he had at last set on 
foot a new and well appomted army 
The day of payment had am\ ed 

0 er his own head impended perpe 
tual shime, over the fathcilind per 
petuol woe, if the congress should 
now refuse the necessary supi lies 
“Arouse ye, then, cried the oivtor, 
with fervour, “awabon your own zeal 
and that cf yom Pi^'tcr cities bei/e 
Oiipoituiuty by the locks, who never 
pppea^td fairer than she does to day ^ 

The impassioned eloquence of St 
^Idegonde pioduced a piofound im 
p e<«sion The men iiho liad obsti 
nately refused the’Mcmands of Aha 
now un nitnously lesohed to pom 
forth then gold and then blood at tl c 
call of Orange “Trulj,” wrote the 
Duke, a little latei, “it almost drives 
me mad to see the diiflcuity with 
which your Majesty a supplies are fui 
nibhcd, and the liberilit;y with which 
the people pbee their Uves and for 
tunes at the disposal of this rebel '* * 
Jb seemed strange to thelo^al gover 
nor that men should support their 
libeiator with greater alaenty tl^n 

' Bo*- vi 386-388 aiidHoofd au 248 249, 
report the s| tech m full 

* * Que vLicli ’emmento mo haco penlcr 

01 jmcio ver la dificultid cou que ^ V M 

era co eusaagu y la libtr il d'l ton quo 
ocuden o cste labtlJo con s»a vijts y bv 
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that with which they served their do 
stroyeri It was icsolved that the 
lequisite amount should be at once 
raised^ partly from thp rcguUi i*n 
posts and current ' leqiicots, partlj 
by loans fioin the iich, fiom the 
cleigy, from the guilds and bioth i 
hoods, piitly fiom aupeifluous cliu ch 
ornaments and other costly luxunes 
It was diiected that sulsiciipt oia 
should be imraediatelyopcnodtuj 
Out the land, that gold and hil\ ci » 1 di, 
furniture, jtwcileiy, and oti cr t\i i- 
Bi\e articleB should be by 

aoluntary contiibutions, for which in * 
ventoiiea and receipts sb )iild be gnen 
by the magistiates of each ctt\ and 
that upon these monc} lonll bo 
raised, either bv loan or v, dc ^ An c i 
thuBiastic and lib lal spirit prev‘'ilpl 
Ail seemed cleteimined, iithcr thu 
pay the tenth to Alv a, t j paj t' e 
whole to the Pimce * • 

Thecsti+es fmtheimore, by unani 
mous us iuten, declared that ihcv 
recogni'sed the Pimce as th© lui , h 
lawful •^tadholdei over Holland /c'» 
land, Fnealaud, and Utrecht, aud tin* 
they would use their influence wi 1 
the other provinces to procure Im 
appointment es Piotector ot all *ln 
hicthcihnds dui mg the Lin,, s al 
spnee* His Highne&s was itciic-stcl 
to appomt an Admiral on wli 1 1 \ i li 
certain deputies from the A\ itci til r 
the conduct of the mai itime w ar shoul 1 
devolve The conduct of the milit ii \ 
operations by land was to be diuct d I 
by Dort, Leyden, and Enkhuizen in \ 
conjunction with the Count d M 
M ick A pledge was likewi ^ ex 
chanced between the esoah? and On 
plenipotentiary, that neither p^il^ 
Uiould enter mto anv tieat^ with the 
Kmg, ercept by full consci t and co 
operation of the other "With legaid 
to religion, it was fimilv fst ibhdied, j 
that tlie pubUc exercises of Di\ iiie wor ' J 
ship shoidd be permitted not onU to 

• Bor VI 8^8 Hoofd, vu 349, 8o0 
Uacr VI 3 8-o80 

* * TantoflagnbantodlodoiRiritiifl ’sa*'# i 
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the Reforraed Chuieh, hut to the Bo- 
man Catholic — ^the clergy of hath be- 
ing protected from all moleatation.^ 

After these proceedings. Count de 
la March mad^his appearance hefoie 
the assembly. His commission from 
Orange was lead to the deputies, and 
by them ratified.* The I’liDce, in 
lli.it document, authorised ** his dear 
cousin ” to enhst troops, to accept the 
fealty of cities, to furnish them with gar- 
nsons, to re-establish all the local Ians, 
municipal rights, and ancient pi ivilegca 
which had been suppressed. He was 
to mamtain freedom of rclir/ion, under 
penalty of death to those uho infnnyed 
it,- he was to restore all confiscated 
piopevty; he was, with advice of his 
council, to continue in office such city 
iinagisti ates as were favourable, and 
to 1 einovc those .adverse to the cause.* 

The Princo was, in reality, clothed 
with dictatorial and even regal pon eis. 
This authority had been forced upon 
him by the prayers of the people, but 
be manifested no eagerness as he partly 
accepted the onerous station. He was 
provisionally the depositaiy of the 
whole sovereignty of the northern pro- 
vmecs, but he cared much less for 
theories of government than for ways 
and means. It was bis object to re- 
lease the country from the tyrant who, 
five year.s long, had been burning and 
butciiermg the people. It u .is his de- 
termimtioii to diive out the foreign 
soldiery. To do this, he must meet 
his enemy in the Geld. So httle ivas 
he disposed to strengthen his own in- 
dividual power, that he voluntarily 
imposed limits on himself, by an act, 
supplemental to the proceedings of the 
Congress of Dort. In this importimt 
ordinance made by the Piiuco of 
Orange, as a piorisional foian of go- 
vernment,* he pubhely announced 
“ that he wovld do and ordain nothing 
>. except by the advice of the estates, by 
reason that they were best acquainted 

> Bor, VL SS8, 
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witii the circamstances and the hu- 
mours of the inhabitants.” He di- 
rected the estates to appoint reccivetc 
for all pubhc taxes, and ordained that 
all mihtaiy officers should make oath 
of fidelity to him, as stadholder, and to 
the estates of Holland, to be true and 
obedient, in order to liberate the land 
from the Albanian andSpanisb tyranny, 
for the scifice of his royal Majesty aa 
Count of Holland. The ptoviaioii.'il 
constitution, thus made by a soveieign 
piince and actual dictator, was cei'- 
toinly as dismtercsted as it was saga- 
cious. 

Meanwhile the war had opened 
vigorously in Hainault. Louis of 
Kassaii bad no sooner found liimBeU 
in possession of Mons than he had de- 
spatched Genlis to France, for those 
reinforcements which had been pro- 
mised by loyal lips.* On the other 
h.ind, iJon Ficderio held the city 
dusely beleaguered ; sharp combats be- 
fore the walla were of almost daily oo- 
currence, but it was obvious that 
Louis would be unable to maintain 
the position into which he had so 
ciiiriUroiisly thrown Iiimsslf unless he 
should soon receive important succour. 
The necessary reinforcements were 
soon upon the way. Genhs had made 
good speed with his levy, and it was 
soon annoimccd that he was advancing 
into If.amault, with a force of Hugue- 
nots, whoso numbcis report magnified 
to ten thou3.md tfiterana * Louis de- 
spatclicd an eai'ucst mcss.ige to his 
coniederate to use extreme caution in 
his approach. Above all things, he 
uiged him, before attempting to throw 
reinforcements into the city, to efiect 
a junction with the Pnnee of Omiige, 
who had already crossed the llhine 
with his new army.* 

Genlis, full of overweening confi- 
dence, and desirous of acquiring singly 
the whole glory of rcheving the city, 
disregarded this advice.* Uis rashness 

33 Vide Eluit, Hist, der Hoi, Stnatsmg , i. 
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proved hia ruin, and the temporary 
prostration of the cause of freedom. 
Polling rapidly forward across the 
French frontier, he arrived, towards 
the middle of July, within two leagues 
of Mons. The Spaniards were a^vare 
of his approach, and well prepared to 
frustrate his project. On the 19th, he 
found himself upon a circular plam of 
about a league’s extent, surrounded 
with coppices and foreste. and dotted 
with farm-houses and kitchen gardens.^ 
Here he paused to send out a recon* 
noitnng party. The little detachment 
was, however, soon diiven in, with the 
information that Don Fredei-ic of To- 
ledo, with ten thousand men, \\ as com- 
ing instantly upon tlieni. The Spanish 
force, in reality, numbered foui thou- 
sand infantry and fifteen hundred ca- 
valry; but three thousand half-armed 
boors had heen engaged by Don Fredei ic, 
to swell his apparent force.^ The de- 
monstration produced its effect, and no 
sooner had the first panic of the intel- 
ligence been spread, than I^oircaimes 
came charging upon them at the head 
of his cavalry. The infantry airived 
directly afterwaids, and the Huguenots 
were routed almost as soon as seen. It 
was a meeting rather than a battle* 
The slaiigliter of the FrencJi was very 
great, while but an insignificant num- 
ber of the Spaniards fell. Chiappin 
Titelli was the hero of the day It 
was to his masterly arrangements be- 
fore the combat, aC^ to his animated 
exertions upon the field, that the vic- 
tory was owing. Having been severely 
wounded m the thigh but a few days 
previously, he caused himself to be car- 
l‘s upon a litter^ m a recumbent po- 
sition in fiont of his troops, and was 
eveiyuherc seen, encouraging their ex- 
ertions and exposing himself, crii>pled 
BS’he was, to the whole brunt of the 
battle. To him the victory nearly 
proved fatal ; to Don Frederic it 
brought increased renown. Yitelh’s 
exertions, in his precarious condition, 
brought on severe inflammation, un^r 
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wUch he nearly succumbed, while the 
son of Alva reaped exteuRive fame from 
the total oyerthrow of the yetentn 
Huguenots, due rather to his lieu- 
tenant and to Juhan Bomero.^' 

The number of de&d left by the 
French upon the plain amounted to 
at least twelve hundred, but a much 
larger number was butchered in detail 
by the peasantry, among whom they 
attempted to take refuge, and who ha<l 
not yet forgotten the harbantios inflict- 
ed by their countrymen in the pi cmous 
war." Many officers were taken pi isoii- 
ers, among whom was the Commandor- 
in-chief, Genlia. That unf oi tunate gen- 
tleman was destined to atone for lin 
rashness and obstinacy with his life. 
He was carried to the castle of Ant- 
werp, where, sixteen months afterwards, 
he was secretly strangled by command 
of Alva, who caused the report to be 
circulated that he had died a natuial 
death ^ About one hundred foot sol- 
dieis succeeded m making their en- 
trance into Mons," and this was all the 
succour which Count Louis was de- 
stined to receive from France, upon 
which coimtry he had built such lofty 
and such reasonable hopes. 

While this unfortunate event w.n 
occurring, the Prmce had a]re.ady 2 >ufc 
his army in motion. On the 7th of 
July he had ciossedtheBhinc .at Duis- 
burg, with fourteen thousand foot, 
seven thousand horse, enlisted in Gei- 
many, besides a force of thi ee thousand 
Walloons." On the 23d of July, he 
took the city of Eoermond, after a 
sharp cannonade, at which place hia 
troops already began to disgrace the 
honouiable cause in which they wcic 
engaged, by imitating the ciucltics and 
barbarities of their antagonists. The 
persons and property of the burghers 
wore, with a very few exceptions, re- 
flected ; but many priests and monks 
were put to death by the soldiery under I 
circumstances of great barbarity “ The 
Prince, incensed at such conduct, hut 
bemg unable to exercise very stringent 
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miUiority over troops whose wages ha 
; was not yet able t(rpey in full, issued 
a proclamation, denouncing such ex- 
cesses, and commanding his followers, 
upon pain of death, to respect the 
rights of all indftriduals, whether Papist 
or Protestant, and to protect religious 
exercises bothinCatholicandKeformed 
churches.^ 

It was hardly to be expected that 
the troops enlisted by the Prince in 
the same great magazine of hirelmg 
soldiers, Oermany, from whence the 
Duke also derived his annual supplies, 
would be likely to differ very much in 
their propensities fiom those cm oiled 
under Spanish banners; yot there was 
a vast contrast between the eliaractcrs 
of the two commandeis. One leader 
mculcated the practice of robbery, 
rape, and murder, as a duly, and issued 
distinct orders to butcher “eveiy 
mother's son ” in the cities which he 
captured; the other restrained eiery 
excess to the utmost of his ability, 
protectmg not only life and property, 
but even the ancient religion. 

The Emperor Maximilian had again 
issued his injunotions agamst the mili- 
tary operations of Orange. Bound to 
the monarch of Spain by so many 
family ties, being at once cousin, bro- 
tbor-in-law, and fatber-in-law of Philip, 
it was difficult for him to maintain 
the attitude which became bun, as 
chief of that Empire to which the 
peace of Fass.au had assured rchgious 
freedom. It had, how'ever, been suffi- 
ciently proved that remonstrances and 
intercessions addressed to Philip were 
but idle breath. It had therefoie be- 
come an insult to require pacilic con- 
duct from the Prmce on the ground 
of any past or future mediation. It 
was a still grosser mockery to call 
upon Ifim to discontinue hostilities 
. b^use the Ketherlands were includ- 
’»■ ed in the Empire, and therefore pro- 
tected hy the treaties of Fassau and 
Augshorg. 'Well did the Prince reply 
to hiB Imperial Majesiy’s summons in 
a temperate but cogent letter,’ which 

1 Bor, vi. 89B, 400. Hoofd, vu 009, 060. 
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he addressed to him from his (amp, 
that all intercessions had proved fruit- 
I less, and that the only help fer the 
Ee^erlands was the sword. 

I The Prince had been delayed for a 
I month at Boermonde, because, as he 
expressed it, "he had not a single 
I sou,"^ and because, in consequence, 
the troops refused to advance mto the 
NetherlaiidB. Having at last been fur- 
nished with the requisite guarantees 
from the Holland cities for three 
months’ pay, on the 27th of August, 
the day of the publication of bis letter 
to the Empcroi, he crossed the Meuse 
and took his circuitous way through 
Diest, Tivlemont, Sichem, Iiouvain, 
Mechlin, Termonde, Oudenarde, Niv- 
elles.’ Many cities and villages ac- 
cepted his authority and admitted his 
gan isons. Of these Mechhn was the 
moat considerable, in which bo sta- 
tioned a detachment of his troops. Its 
doom was sealed in that momenh Alva 
could not forgive this act of patriotism 
on the part of a town which had so 
recently excluded his own troops. 

" This IS a direct permission of God," 
he wrote, in the spirit of dire and re- 
vengeful prophecy, " for ns to punish 
her as she deserves, for the image- 
bieakmg and other misdeeds done 
there m the time of Madame de Par- 
ma, w'hich our Lord was not willing 
to pass over without chastisement 

Meantime the Pimee continued his 
adv.ince. Lous aht pin chased its ueu- 
tiahty’ for the time with sixteen 
thousand ducats ; Biusscls ohstmate^ 
refused to hsteu to him, and was too 
powerful to be forcibly attacked at 
that juncture ; other important cities, 
couvmced by the arguments and won 
by the eloquence of the various pro- 
clamations which he scattered as he 
advanced, ranged themselves spon- 
taneously and even enthusiastically 
upon his side. How different would 
have been tbe result of bis camxiaign 
but for tbe unexpected earthquake 
which at that instant wss to appal 
Christendom, and to scatter all hia 
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well-matured plans and legitimate 
hopes. His chief reliance, under Pro- 
vidente and his own strong heart, had 
heen upon French assistance. Al- 
though Genlis, by his misconduct, had 
sacrificed his army and himself, yet 
the Frmce was still justly sangume as 
to the policy of the French court. 
The papers which had been found m 
the possession of Genlis by his con- 
querors etU spoke one language. “You 
would be struck with stupor,” wrote 
Alva’s societary, " could you see a let- 
ter which IS now in my power, addrat- 
:d iy the Kiny of Fiance to Louis of 
In that letter the King 
I' ad declared his determination to em- 
ploy all the forces which God had 
placed in his hands to lesoiie the 
Netherlands from the oiiptossion un- 
der which they were gioamng. In 
accordance w ith the whole spiiit and 
language of the French goveimnent, 
was the tone of Coligny in his coiics- 
pondence with Orange. The Admiral 
assured the Piinco that there was no 
doubt as to the earnestness of the 
royal intentions in behalf of the Ne- 
therlands, and lecommending extreme 
caution, announced his hope within a 
few days to ett'eot a junction with him 
at the head of twelve thousand French 
aiquebusiers, and at least tliieo thou- 
sand cavalry,^ "Well might the Pimce 
of Orange, strong, and soon to be 
strengthened, boast that the Nether- 
lands were free, auTPthat Alva was m 
his power.* He had a right to be 
sanguine, for nothing less than a mi- 
racle could now destroy his generous 
hopes — aud, alas' tho niiiaole took 
place; ainiiaele of pei fidy and blood- 
shed such as the world, familiar as it 
had ever been and was still to be with 
massacre, had not yet witnessed. On 
tho 11th of August, Coligny had writ- 
ten thus hopefully of his movements 
towards tho Netheilands, sanctioned 
and aided by hut King. A fortnight 
from that ^y occurred the “Pans 
wedding;” and the Admiral, with 
tiiousands of his religious confede- 
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rates, invited to confidence by super- 
human treachery, and lulled into 
security hy tho music of august mar- 
riaga bells, was suddenly biitehei ej in 
the streets of Paris by royal and noble 
hands. 

Tho Prince proceeded on his march, 
diuing which the heavy news had Lecu 
brought to him, but he felt ooniiiioc.! 
that, with the very arnval of the av. f id 
tidings, the fata of that campaign w.'i 
sealed, and the fall of Mons ineiitable. 
In his own language, he laid be. ii ,ii in 1: 
to tho eai th “ with the blow ot a bledgu 
hammer,”'* — nor did tho eiiciiiy dr.iw 
a dittcient augury fiom the gioat 
event. 

The crime was not eominiltod with 
the connivance of the Spanish govern- 
ment. On the central y, the two com ts 
were at the moment butuily hostile to 
each other. In the bcgiiiiiliig ol ilie 
summer, Ohailes IX and his adviaiM i 
wcie as false to Philip, as at the ( ml 
of it they wcie treachcioua to Coliguj 
and Orange. The massacre of tliu 
Huguenots liad not even the moiit of 
bemg a well-contrived and intelligen I ' y 
executed scheme. We have seen how 
hteathly, seven years before, Catli.it me 
do’ Medici had rejected the adiames 
of Alva towards the airangement ot a 
gencial plan for the extenniniitiiai ot 
all heietics within P’l.aiice and tbo 
Netherlands at the same moment 
We have seen the disgust with whuh 
Alva turned from tho wretched youn ' 
King at Bayonne, when he exjiic snl 
the opinion, that to take aims agMrist 
his own subjects was wholly out of 
the question, and could only bo foll.iw- 
ed by geneial ruin. “’Tis e,'by to no 
that he has been tutored,” * w rote Al\ a 
to his master. Unfoi tunatcly, the s.iiiic 
mother, who bad then instilled tbi so 
lessons of hypocritical bendVoleii-c, 
hod now wrought upon her sou’s 
cowardly but feiocious natuie wiih a 
far difforont intent Tho lucoiiiplcle 
assassination of Cohgny, the di ead of 
signal vengeance at the hands of the 
Huguenots, the necessity of taking the 
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lead in the interueLiue struggle, were 
1 employed with Hediceoa art, and with 
> entire success. The King was lashed 
into a frenzy. Startmg to his feet, 
with a howl of rage and terror, “I 
agree to the sclAine,” he cried, “pro- 
vided not one Huguenot he left aUve 
in Fiance to reproach me with the 
deed.’’» 

That night the slaughter commenced. 
The long premeditate crime was exe- 
cuted in a panic, but the work was 
thoroughly done. The King, who a 
^ few days before had written with his 
^ own hand to Louis of Kassau, expiess- 
ing his firm determination to sustam 
the Protestant cause both in France 
and the Ketberlands, who had employ- 
ed the counsels of Coligny in the 
arrangement of lus plans, and who 
had sent French troops, under Genlis 
and La None, to assist their Calvinist 
,A brethren in Flanders, now gave the 
signal for the general massacie of the 
Protestants, and with his own hands, 
from bis own palace windows, shot his 
subjects with his srquebuse as if they 
bad been wild beasts. 

Between Sunday and Tuesday, ac- 
cording to one of the most moderate 
calculations, five thousand Parisians of 
all ranks were murdered. IVithin the 
whole kingdom, the number of victims 
was variousiy estimated at from twenty- 
five thousand to one bundled thou- 
sand.* The heart of Protestant E'li ojie, 
I for an instant, stood still with horror. 
V The Queen of England put on moum- 
^ ing weeds, and spumed the apologies 
of the French envoy with contempt.’ 
At Borne, on the contrary, the news 
of the massacre created a joy beyond 
description. The Pope, accompanied 
by bis cardinals, went solemnly to the 
church of Saint Hark to tender thanks 
to Qod fbr the grace thus singularly 
^Nvouebsofed to the Holy See and to aU 
^'Christendom; and a Te Deum was 
• performed in presence of the some 
august assemblage ’ 

But nothing could exceed the satis' 
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Action which tlie event occasioned in 
the mind of Philip the Second. There 
was an end now of all assistance from 
the French government to the NetUer- 
Iwd Protestants ** The news of the 
events upon Saint Bartholomew’s-dayp’* 
\7rote the Ficuch envoy at Madrid^ 
Samt Goard, to Charles IX., '^arrived 
on the 7th September. The King, on 
receiving the intelligence, shewed^ 
contrary to his natuial custom, so 
much gaiety, that he seemed mure de* 
lighted tlitin with all the good lortune 
or happy incidents which had ever 
befoi c occurred to him. He called all 
his familiars about him in oi*der to 
assure them that your hla^esty waa 
hi3 good brother, and that no one else 
deserved the title of Most Christian. 
Ho sent his secretary Cayas to me 
with hia feUcitatio&s upon the events 
and with the information that he was 
just going to Saint Jerome to render 
thanks to God, and to offer his prayers 
that your Majesty might receive Divme 
support in this great affair. I went to 
see him next morning, and as aoon as 
X came into his presence he began to 
ia7igh, and with demonstratioiis of ex* 
treme contentment, to praise youx 
Majesty as dcservmg your title of Most 
Christian, telling me there was no Kmg 
worthy to be your Majesty’s com- 
jianion, either for talour or prudence. 
He pimscd the steadfast resolution and 
the long dissimulation of so great an 
enter pri;>e, which zA the world would 

not be able to comprehend.” 

thanked him,” conunued the am- 
bassador, ** and 1 said that I thanked 
God for cnablmgyourMajesty toprovs 
to his Master that kia apprentice had 
learned his trade, and deserved hia title 
of most Christian King. 1 added, that 
he ought to confess that he owed the 
prcsei vation of the K etherlands to yonr 
Majesty 

Nothing, cerimnly, could, in Philip's 
approhcusion, be more delightful thiui 
this mo't unexpected and most oppor^ 
tune lutcUigence. Charles IX., whose 
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intrigaes in the Netherlands he had 
long knoTvn, had now hecn suddenly 
oonTerted by this stupendous crime 
into his most i>owerful ally^ while at 
the same time the Protestants of 
Kurope would learn that there was 
still another crowned head in Chris- 
tendom more deserving of abhorrence 
than himself. He wrote immediately 
to Alvai^ expressing his satisfaction 
that the King of France had disem- 
barrassed himself of such pemiciovis 
men^ because he would now be obliged 
to cultivate tbe filondabip of Spain^ 
neither the English Queen nor the 
German Protestants being thenceforUi 
capable of trusting him. Ho infoimcd 
the Duke, moreover, that tho French 
envoy, Saint Goard, had been urging 
him to command the immediate execu- 
tion of Genlis and his companions, who 
bad been made prisoners, as well as all 
the Frenchmen who would be captured 
in Mons, and that he fully concurred 
in the propriety of the measure. ** The 
sooner,” said Philip, ^Hheae noxious 
plants are extirpated from the earth, 
the less feax there is that a fresh crop 
will spring up ” The monarch there- 
fore added, with his own hand, to tbe 
letter, ”7 dcdire that %f you haxe not 
ali'eady duembairassed the wojid of 
them, you will do it immediately, and 
xnform me thereof, for I see no reason 
why it should he deferred**^ This is 
the demoniacal picture painted by the 
French ambassadd/; and by Philip's 
own hand, of the Spanish monarch’s 
joy that hiB ” hlost Chi istian " brother 
just murdered twenty-fivo thou- 
sand of his own subjects In this 
cold-blooded way, too, did his Catholic 
Majesty order the execution of soino 
thousand Huguenots additionally, iit 
order more fully to carry out his royal 
brother's plans \ yet Fhdip could wnte 

1 The letter is published by H Gachanl 
**Farticu1ant6s ineditos sur la Bamt Bor- 
thSIlmy Bultetms do I'Acad Boy. ^ 
Belg , XVI. 
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of himself, ** that all the world recog- 
nised the gentleness of his nature, and ^ 
the mildness of his intentions.” ^ 

In truth, the advice thus given by 
Saint Qoax^ on the subject of the 
Fronch prisoners in .^va's possessious 
was a natural result of the Saint Bar* 
tholomew. Here were officers and sol- 
diers whom Charles IX. had himself 
sent into the Netherlands to figJit for 
the Protestant cause against Phdip and 
Aha, Already the papers found upon 
them had placed him in some embar- 
rassment, and e3q>OBed bis duplicity to 
the Spanish govemment, before the *' 
great massacre had made such signal 
reparation for his delinquency. He 
had ordered Hondouect, his envoy in 
the Netherlands, to use dissimulation 
to an unstinted amount, to continue 
hiB intrigues with the Protestants, and 
to deny stoutly all pi oofs of such con- 
nivance. " I see that the papers found 4 
upon Genlis,” he wroto * twelvo days 
before tbe massacre, ** have been put 
into the bands of Assonleville, and 
that they know everything done by 
Genlis to have been committed with 
my consent. Nevertheless, you will 
tell the Duke of Alva that tfme are 
lies invented to excite suspicion against 
me. You will also give him occasioiia] 
information of the enemy's afFaiis, in 
order to make him believe in your in* 
tegrity. Even if he does not believe 
you, my purpose will be answ'crcti, 
provided you do it doxterouslj' ® Ak 
tbe same time you must kc<‘i> up a ^ 
constant communication with the Prince j 
of Orange, takmg great care to pre- 
xent discoxcry of your intelligence with 

Weie not ^ese mabterstrokea of 
diplomacy worthy of a King whom his 
mother, from boyhood upwards, had 
caused to study Macchiavelli’s'Trince,” , 

* Tbeso remarkable letters oxcbaiigcd be * 
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uid who had thoroughly taken to heart 
' the m axiTri j often 'repeated in those 
days, that the “Science of reigning 
was the science of lying ” ? ^ 

The joy in thg Spanish camp before 
Mons was unbounded. It was os if 
the only bulwark between the Kether- 
land rebels and total destruction had 
been suddenly withdrawn. With an- 
thems in Saint Gudule,* with bonfires, 
festiye illuminations, roaring artillery, 
with trumpets also, and with shawms, 
was the glorious holiday celebrated in 
court and camp, in honour of the vast 
murder committed by the Most Chris- 
tian King upon his Christian subjects ; 
nor was a moment lost in apprising 
the Huguenot soldiers shut up with 
Louis of Hassau in the beleaguei ed city 
of the great catastrophe which was to 
render aU their valour fruith-ss. “ 'Twaa 
a punishment,” said a Spanish soldier, 
who fought most courageously before 
Mons, and who elaborately desctibed 
the siege afterwards, "well worthy of 
a king whose title is ‘Tlie Moat Chris- 
tian,' and it was stiU more honourable 
to inflict it with his own hands as he 
did."* Nor was the observation a 
pithy sarcasm, but a frank expression 
of opinion, from a man celebrated alike 
for the skill with whiuh he handled 
both his sword and his pen 

The French envoy in the Nether- 
lands w'as, of couise, immediatuly in- 
formed by his Bovoicign of the gi'cat 
event. Chailes IX gave a veiy pithy 
account of the transaction. “Topie- 
vent the suecoss of the enteiprise 
planned by the Admiral,” wrote the 
Kmg on the 26th of August, with 
hands yet reeking, and while the havoc 
throughout France was at its height, 
“I have been obliged to permit the 
said Guijes to rush upon the said Ad- 
miral,* which they hare done, the said 
.Admiral having been killed and all his 
'adheients. A lery great number of 
those belonging to the new religion 

1 “ Qui nescit diasimulare ncscit regnare ” 
a Letter of Moiidouceh nbi sup, htmda, 
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tctc ciccum vsUo fbatis igaibus coUuceute,” 
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have also heen massaeiud and cut to 
pieces. It is probable that the fire 
thus kindled will spread through all 
the cities of my kingdom, and that all 
those of the said religion will be made 
sure of”* Not often, certamly, in his- 
tory, has a Chiistian king spoken thus 
calmly of butchering his eubjocts while 
the woik was proceeding aU around 
him. It is to be observed, moreover, 
that the usual excuse for such enormi- 
ties, religious fanaticism, cannot he 
even suggested on this occasion. Ca* 
thaiine, in times past had favoured 
Huguenots .as much as Cathohes, while 
Chillies hiid been, up to the veiy mo- 
ment of the crime, in stiict alliance 
with the heretics of both France and 
Flaiidcis, and furlheiing the schemes 
of Oiaiige and Nassau. Nay, even at 
this very moment, and in this very 
letter in which he gave the news of 
the massacre, ho chaiged his envoy 
still to Maintain Hit closest lut most , 
secret mtdligencs icith the Prince of 
Orange; taking gieat care that the 
Duke of Alva should not disoover 
these relations. His motives ivere, of 
course, to prevent the Piince from 
abandoning bis designs, and from com- 
ing to make a distuibance in France. 
The King, now th.at the deed was 
done, w.is most anxious to reap all the 
flints of his ciimc “Now, M. do 
Mondoucet, it is nccessaiy in such 
atta.is,” lie continued, “to have an eye 
to croiy possible dfffitingoncy. I know 
that this news u ill he most agi’eeable 
to the Duke of Alia, for it is most 
farouiahic to his designs. At the 
same time, I don’t desire that he alone 
should giitiier the fi uit I don’t chooso 
that be should, according to his excel- 
lent custom, conduct his aflairs in sach 
wise as to throw the Prince of Orange 
upon niy hands, besides sending biick 
to Franco Genlie and the other prison- 
eis, as well as the French now shut up 
in Mons " • 
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This was a sufficiently plain hint, 
which Mondoucet could not well mis- 
imderatand. “ Ohsei-vo the Duke’s 
countenance carefully when you give 
him this message," added the King, 
“and let me know liis reply." In 
order, however, that there might bo 
DO mistake about the matter, C'hailes 
wiote again to his ambassador, five 
days afterwards, distinctly stating the 
regret which he should feel if Alva 
should not take the city of Mons, or if 
he sliuuld take it by composition. “Tell 
the Duke," said he, “ that it is most 
impoitant for the service of his master 
and of God tlut those Frcnehmen and 
others in Mons should be out in pieces 
He wiote another letter upon the same 
fl.iy, such was his aii.viety upon the 
subject, instructing the envoy to urge 
upon Alva the necessity of chaatis.ug 
those rebels to the French erown. “U 
he tells you,” continued Charles, “that 
this is tacitly roquii mg him to put to 
death all the Fieiioh prisoners now in 
hand as well to out in pieces evciy 
man in Mona, you will say to him tint 
this IS exactly what ho ought to do, 
and timt ho iidJ in gjnJfy A greof 
wrong to Christianity if he does othcr- 
wise."'' Certainly, the Duke, having 
been thus distinctly oideied, both by 
his own master and by his Chiistian 
Majesty, to put every one of these 
Frenchmen to death, had a sufficiency 
of royal warrant. Hevertheless, ho 
was not able to eiSibute entirely these 
ferocious instructions. The pnsoners 
already in liis power were not destined 
to escape, but the city of Mona, in his 
own language, “piovod to have sharper 
teeth tlian he supposed”’ 

Mondoucet lost no time in placing 
before Alva the uigent necessity of 
accomplishing the extensive and cold- 
bloodi massacre thus pioposed. “The 
Duke has replied,” wrote the envoy to 
his sovereign, “that he is executing 
his prisoners every day, and that ho 
has but a few left Nevertheless, 
for some reason which he does not 
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mention, he is resolving the principal 
noblemen and chiefs.”* Ho aftci-' 
wards informed his master that Genii- , 
Jumelies, and the other leaders, had 
engaged, if Alva wojild grant them 
a leasonable ransom, to induce tlie 
French m Mons to leave the city ; but 
that the Duke, although hU hanguago 
was growing less confident, atill hoped 
to take the town by assault. “ I Imvc 
urged him,” he added, “ to put them all 
to death, assurmg him that ho would 
be responsible for the consequences of 
a contrary course.” “Why does not 
your Most Chiastiau master,” asked 
Alva, “ order theso Fi enehmen in 
Mons to come to him under oath to 
m.ilte no disturbance* Then my pri- 
soners will be at my discretion ond I 
shall get my city.” “ Because,” an- 
swered the envoy, “ they xcUl not trv’f 
kt3 Moat Chrialian Majesty, and mil 
pttfer to die in. Mons — 

This ceitainly was a moat sensible 
reply, but it is instructive to w line's 
the cynicism svith which the eii\o\ 
accepts this position for his nie'ti.i’, 
while coldly recording the results ol 
nJJ fhmi B3.tgnimuy cnnvBrasbw/s 

Such was the condition of alt'iiis 
when the Pi inoe of Orango ni i i\ d at 
Pdronne, between Binche and the Duke 
of Alva’s entrenchments.’ The be- 
sieging ai-my was rich m notabiliiies 
of elevated rank. Don Fiedciio o( 
Toledo had hitherto commanded , but, 
on the 27th of August, the ] jukes ( ’ 
Medina Coeli and of Alva had a, iiied 
in the camp.* Directly mt^iuards 
came the warlike Aiohbishop of Co- 
logne,® at the head of two tliuu-and 
cavaliy.’ There W'S but oiio chance 
for the Prince of Orange, and expeii 
ence had taught him, four years hetore, 
its slendeincss. He might jtill pio 
voke his adveis,ary into a pitclud 
battle, and he relied upon God fur the ^ 
result. In his own woi ds, “ he tvurt j'l ‘ 
ever that the great God of anries w.i" 
with him, and would fight iii the 
midbt of his forces.”*’ So i 'ng as Ah a 
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romaincd in liis impregnable camp^ it 
waB impossible to attack bimj or to 
throw reinforcements into Mona. The 
Piince soon founds too, that Alva was 
far too wise to hazard his position by 
a BupcriluouB^ combat. The Duke 
kiiev/ that the cavahy of the Prince 
was supciior to his oivn.^ He ex- 
pressed himself entirely unwilling 
to play into the Prince's hands, in- 
stead of winning the game which was 
no longer doubtfuL The Huguenot 
soldiers within Mods were in despair 
and mutiny; Louis of Nassau lay in 
his bed consuming with a dangerous 
fever; Genlis was a piisoncr, and his 
army cut to pieces ; Coligny was mur- 
dered, and Piotestaut Fiance para- 
lysed; the tioops of Oiange, enlisted 
but for thiee months, were already 
rebellious, and sure to bieak into open 
insubordination when the consequences 
of the Paris massacre should become 
entuely clear to them , and there were, 
therefore, even more cogent icasous 
than m 1566, why Alva should remain 
poif»vtly still, and sec his enemy’s 
cause founder befoie his eyes. The 
valiant Archbishop of Cologne was 
most eager for the fi ay. He rode daily 
at the Duke's side, with harness on his 
back and pistols in bis holsters, armed 
and attired like one of his own ti oopci s, 
and urging the Duke, with vehemence, 
to a yatched buttle with the Pimce 
The Duke comnicnclcd, but did not 
yi'dil to, the pielale’s enthusiasm. 

’Tis a fine fguie of a man, with 
Ins CO] slot and pistols,'* he wiote to 
Philip, and he shews great affection 
for your Majeaty’s service.” ^ 

Tl'e issue of the campaign was in- 
evitable. On the 11th September, Don 
Frederic, with a force of four thousand 
pickec^men, established himself at Saint 
Flonan, a village near the Havr^ gate 
of the city, while the Prince had en- 
camped at Hermigny, within half a 
league of the same place, whence he 
attempted to introduce reinforcements 
into ^e town. On the night of the 
llbh and 12th, Don Fredorio hazarded 


an eaewamada, upon the enemy's camp, 
which proved eminently successful, knd 
had nearly resulted in tike capture of 
the Prince himself. A chosen band of 
six hundred arquebusiers, attired, aa 
was customary in these nocturnal ex- 
peditions, with their shirts outside 
their annour, that they might recog- 
nise each other in the darlmess, were 
led by Julian Koincro, within the lines 
of the enemy. TJie sentinels were cut 
down, the whole aimy surprised, and 
for a moment powerless, w hile, for t-wo 
hours long, from one o'clock in the 
morning until throe, the Spaniards 
butcheicd tlioir foes, hardly aroused 
fiom their sleep, ignorant by how 
small a foice they had been thus sud- 
denly BUi'piiBcd, and unable in the con- 
fusion to distinguish between fiiend 
and foe “ The boldest, led by Julian 
in person, made at once for the Prince’s 
tent. His guards and himself were in 
piofound sleep, but a small spaniol, 
who always passed the night upon his 
bed, was a more faithful sentinel. The 
cicature sprang forwnid, barking furi- 
oiisly at the sound of hostile footsteps, 
and scratching his master’s face with 
his paws.** There was hut just time 
for the Prince to mount a horse which 
was ready saddled, and to effect his 
escape through the daikness, before 
his enemies Bpiang into the tent. His 
seivants were cut down, his m.i‘»ter of 
the horse and two of his secretaries, 
who gamed tliMf saddles a moment 
later, all lo'»t their Jives and but for 
the little dug’s watchfulness, William 
of Orange, upon whose Bhouldcia the 
whole w'cight of his country’s fortunes 
depended, w’ould have been led within 
a W'oek to an ignominious death. To 
his dymg day, the Piince ever aftei? 
wards ^ kept a spaniel of the same race 
m hiB bed-chamber. The midnight 
slaughter still continued, but the Span* 
laids in their fury, set fire to the tents. 
The glare of the conffagration shewed 
the Orangists by how paltry a force 
they had boen surprised. Before thegr 
could rally, however, Bomero led oft 


1 Corrcspondance do Philippe II., u. 1158 
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his arquehtisicrs, every one of whom ' 
had at least killed his man. Six him- 
dred of the Prince’s troops had been 
put to the sword, while many others 
were burned in their beds, or drowned 
in the little rivulet which flowed out- 
side their camp. Only sixty Spaniards 
lost their lives.^ 

This disaster did not alter the plans 
of the Prince, for those plans had al- 
ready been frustrated. The whole 
marrow of his enterprise liad been de- 
stroyed ill an instant by the massacre 
of Saint Bartholomew, lie retreated 
to Peronno and Nivellcs, an assasain, 
named Heist, a German, by birth, but 
a French chevalier, following him se- 
cretly in his camp, pledged to take hia 
life for a large reward piomised by 
Alva® — an entei pi iso not destined, how- 
ever, to be successful. The soldtcis 
flatly refused to remain an hour longer 
in ihe field, or even to furnish an es- 
cort for Count Louis, if, by chance, he 
could he brought out of the town ** 
The Prince was obliged to infoim his 
brother of the dc&poiate state of Iiis 
affairs, and to adviae him to capituUte 
on the best lomia'* vhich he could 
make. 'SVitli a heavy heai t, he left tho 
chivalrous Louis besieged in the city 
which he had so gallantly captured, 
and took his way across the Meuse 
towards the Bhine. A fuiious mutiny 
broke out among his troops. His life 
was, with difficulty, saved from the 
brutal soldiery — iuferMated at his ina- 
bility to pay them, except in the over- 
due securities of the Holland cities — 
by the exertions of the officei’S who 
still regal ded him with veneiation and 
affection.® Cro^sSing the Rhine at Or- 
soy, he disbanded his arrnv and betook 
himself, almost alone, to Holland 

Yet even in tins hour of distress 
and defeat, the Prince scciued more 
heroic than many a conqueror in his 
day of triumph. With all his hop» 

^ BcnUvoglio, y. 106 Mendoza, vii 157, 
eb seq. Uootd, vu. 2C3, 2C4. Bor, vu. 
ftOS 

^ Letter of Mondoucot to Charles IX 
CS<^m Roy de I'llist It 040. 

* liCitor of Prince Oiunge to John of 
nOBsau ArchiTOB dd ia Mnison d’Omngo, 
Eotl ^ and tho cypher oxplamcd 
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blasted, with tho whole fabiio of his 
country’s fortunes shattered by the 
colossal crime of his royal ally, he 
never lost his confidence in himself 
nor his unfaltering trui^ in God. All 
the cities which, but a few weeks 
before, hod so eagerly raised his stan- 
dard, now fell off at once. He went 
to Holland, the only province which 
remained true, and which still looked 
up to him 08 its saviour, but lie went 
tluther expecting and prepared to pol- 
ish. " There I will make my scpulchrel''^ 
was his simple and sublime expression 
in a private letter to his bi other. 

He had advanced to the rescue of 
Louis, with city after city opening its 
aims to receive him. He had expected 
to be joined on the inarch by Coligny, 
at the head of a chob'ni army, and lie 
was now obliged to leave his brother 
to his fate, having tho massacie of tho 
Admual and his coufedciates substi- 
tuted for their expected army of assis- 
tance, and Mith every city and every 
proMnec foi diking his cause as eageily 
as they had so lately embraced it. ** It 
has pleased God,” he said, 'Ho take 
away every hope which we could have 
foimded upon man ; the King has pub- 
lished that tho massacre was by liH 
orders, and has foi bidden all his sub- 
jects, upon pam of death, to assist me , 
he has, moreover, sent succour to Aha. 
Had it not been for tins, w'e had been 
masters of the Duke, and should ba^ e 
mode him capitulate at our pleasure ' ® 
Yet even then he was not cast 

Nor was his political sagacity lu.bla 
fr> impeachment by the extent to 
which he had been thus deceived by 
\ the French court. “ So far fiom being 
reprehensible that I did not suspect 
such a crime,” he said, “I should 
ratlier bo chargeable with mi^ignity 
bad 1 been capable of so sinister a 
picion. 'Tia not an ordinary thirg to 
conceal such enormous delibeiationa 

4 Hoofd, Til 2C4 Meteren, it 75. 
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under the plausible oover of a marriage 
festival.” ^ 

KeanwhUe, Count Iionis lay confined 
to his couch with a burning fever. His 
soldiers refused any longer to hold the 
city, now thaif the alt^ed intentions 
of Chai'les IZ. were known’ and the 
forces of Orange withdrawn. _ Alva 
offered the most honourable conditions, 
and it was therefore impossible for the 
Count to make longer resistance. The 
city was so important, and time was at 
that moment BO valuable, that the IJtike 
was willing to forego his vengeance 
upon the lehcl whom he so coidnilly 
detested, and to he satisfied with de- 

C ' ing him of the prize which ho 
seized with such audacity. “It 
would have afioided me sincere plea- 
sure,” wrote the Duke, “oi er and above 
the benefit to Ood and your Majesty, 
to have had the Count of Kassau in 
my power. I would oveiloap oveiy 
ob^cle to seize him, such is the par- 
tioular hatred which I bear the man 
Under the circumstances, however, he 
acknowledged that the result of the 
council of war could only be to grant 
liberal terms. 

On the 19th September, accordingly, 
articles of capitulation weie signed be- 
tween the distiDguished De la Houo 
with three others on the one pai-t, and 
the Seigneur de Koircarmes and thieo 
others on the side of Spam. The ton n 
was given ovor to Alva, but all the 
soldiers wore to go out with their 
weapons and propeity. Those of tho 
townspeople who had home arms 
against his Majesty, and all who still 
held to the Befoimcd religiou, were to 
retire with the soldiery. The troops 
were to pledge themselves not to serve 
in future against the Kings of France 
or Spain, hut from tliis provision Louis, 


with his English and German soldiets, 
Was expressly excepted, the Count in- 
dignantly repudiating the idea of such a 
pledge, or of discontinuing his hosti- 
litdes for an instant. It was also agreed 
that convoys should be furnished, and 
hostages exchanged, for the due obser- 
vance of the terms of the treaty. The 
preliminaries having been thns settled, 
the pab iot forces abandoned tho town ■* 

Count Louis, rising from his sick- 
bed, paid his respects in person to the 
victorious generals, at their request, 
lie was received in Alva’s camp with 
an extraordinary shew of admii-atiou 
and esteem. The Duke of Medma 
Cosli ovei whelmed him with courtesies 
and “ basotomanoi,” whde Don Fre- 
deric assuicd him, iu the high-flown 
language of Spanish compliment, that 
there w as nothing which he would not 
do to SLive him, and that he would 
take a greater pleasure in executing 
his slightest wish than if he had been 
his nexr of kin.® 

As tho Count next day, still suffor' 
ing with fever, and attired in his long 
dressing-gown, was taking his depart- 
ure from the city, he ordered his car- 
riage to stop at the entrance to Don 
Frederic’s quarters. That general, 
who hod been standing incognito near 
the door, gazing with honest admira- 
tion at the heio of so many a hard- 
fonght field, withdi ew as he ajiproaoli- 
cd, that he might not give the Invalid 
tlie tiouble of al>,^ting •' Louis, how- 
ever, recognising him, addiessed him 
with the Spanish salutation, "Perdane 
lueUta Stuoria la pcseduiiitre,” and 
paused at the gate^ Don Frederic, 
fiom politeness to his condition, did 
not piesent himself, but scut au aid- 
de-camp to express his compliments 
and good wishes. Having exchanged 
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these eotirtesieB, Ijouis left the city, 
conveyed, as had been agreed upon, 
by a guaM of Spanish troops. There 
was a deep meaning in the respect 
with which the Spanish generals hod 
treated the rebel chieftain. Although 
the massacre of Samt Bartholomew 
met with Alva's entire approbation, 
yet It was his cue to afi^ct a holy 
hoiTor at the event, and he avowed 
that he would ** rather cut oS both his 
hands than be guilty of such a deed " ^ 
— as if those hangman’s hands had the 
right to pioteat against any murder, 
however wholesale. Count Louis sus* 
pected at once, and soon aftenvaida 
t horoughly understood, the real motives 
of the chivalrous treatment \«hich ho 
bad received ® He v/cll knew that 
tlicse very men would havo sent him 
to the scaffold, had he fallen into their 
power, and be therefore estimated their 
courtesy at its proper value. 

It was distinctly stated, in the capi- 
tulation of the city, that all the sol- 
diers, as well os such of the inhabitants 
as had homo auni, should be alloivod 
to leave the city, with all tbcir pro- 
pel ty. The rest of the people, it w’as 
iigreed, might remain without moles- 
tation to their persons or estates * It 
lins been the general opinion of his- 
tfinans that the articles of this con- 
vention were maintained by the con- 
querors in good faith * Never was a 
more signal error. _ The capitulation 
was made late at ^ht, on the 20th 
September, without the provision 
A.hich Charles IX. had hoped for: the 
massacre, namely, of De la, Noue and 
his conipanioris As for Genlis, and 
ihobc who Iiad been haken prisoiiera at 
)ns defeat, thrir doom had already 
been sealed. The city was evacuated 
on the 21st September. Alva entered 

1 Lcttei of Louis of ^asb in to Cliailos IX. 
(Int Juno 1S73) Giocn v. Fnnst , ArcliXTCo 
do la Maiaou, otc , iv &G, * ot Bcq. The letter 
is taken firom the Aichivca of Sitnancas 

2 " Et quo ca cste la sciiUo cause do la 

courtoisio ct fidelity dont lo Due d’Albo a 
uase envers lo Gonlo a la prmso de la nllo do 
IMonts; conmio il a dcpius diet a plumeura 
quo c’cBtoit ijour moustrer qu'il no vouUliuit 
point avoir mict ung 5 i mochant actc qu’avoit 
**!?»}* Piauco," otc , 4tc,~Ibtd. 
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it upon the 24th. Most of the voltin* 
teerg departed with tho ganison, but 
many who had, most unfortunate]}^, 
prolonged their farewells to their fa- 
milies, trusting to tho word of the 
Spanish Captain Mohnos, were throwm 
into prison ® Noircarmea, the butcher 
of ValenciexmeH, now made his ajv 
pearance in Mons. As grand bailifl 
of Hamault, he came to the place as 
one in authority, and his deeds were 
now to complete the infamy uhich 
must for ever surround his name. In, 
brutal violation of the tenns upon 
which the town had suireiidcicd, he 
now act about the W’oilc of inaa-acie 
and pillage. A Commission of Trou- 
bles, m close imihition of the famous 
Blood Council at Biussels, was esta- 
blished,® the members of the tribuml 
being appointed by Noircaimes, and 
all being inhabitants of the to^^n 
The council commenced pioceedmga 
by condemning all tlie voluntoers, al* 
though expressly included in the capi- 
tulation Their wives and ohildien 
were all banished ; their property all 
confiscated. On tho 15th December, the 
executions commenced. The intrepid 
De Leste, silk manufacturer, wlio hiul 
commanded a band of volunteers, and 
sustained during the siege the assault's 
of Alva's troops with remarkable coin- 
age at a very critical moment, was one of 
the earliest Tictims.^ In considemtjoii 
'*that he was a gentleman, and not 
among the most malicious,”® lie una 
executed by sword. " In respect that 
ho heaid the mass, and made a sweet 
and catholic end," it was alloived that 
he should be " buried in consecrated 
earth."*^ Many others folloued ui 
' quick succession. Some wcie beheaded, 
some were hanged, some w'ere burned 
alive. All who had borne ^ms or 

* Bor, Lo Petit, GmccAardnu, ot aL 

* Mons, sous ios Banpoi ts ILstoriqiic^ ct 
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wolked at the lortifications were^ of 
course, put to death. Stich as refused 
to confess and receive the Catholic 
sacraments perished by fire. A poor 
'wretch, accused of having ridiculed 
these mysteries, had his tongue tom 
out before being beheaded^ A cobbler, 
named Blaise Bouzet, was hanged for 
having eaten meat-soup upon Friday ^ 
He was also accused of going to the 
Protestant preachings for the sake of 
participating in the alms distributed 
on these occasions,*'* a crime for which 
many other paupers were executed'* 
An old man of sixty-two was sent to 
the scaffold for having permitted his 
son to bear aims among the volun- 
teers.^ At last, when all pretexts were 
wanting to justify executions, the 
c*nincil assigned as motives for its de- 
crees an adhesion of heai t on the pai*t 
of the victims to the cause of the in- 
surgents, or to the doctrines of the 
Reformed Church ® Ten, twelve, 
twenty persons were often hanged, 
burned, or beheaded in a single day.^ 
Gibbets laden with mutilated bodies 
lined the public highways, while Noir- 
eii'mes, hy frightful expressions of 
approbation, excited without ceasing 
the fuiy of his satellites.^ This mon- 
ster would perhaps be less wortliy of 
execration had be been governod in 
these foul proceedings by fanatical 
bigotiy or by politic.il hatred ; but his 
motives wore of the most sordid de- 
Bciiptioii. It ivas mainly to acquire 
gt»ld for hiinrclf that he ordained all 
this carnage. With the same jien 
which signed the death-sentences of 
the nchest viciimp, he drew orders to 
his own benefit on their confiscated i 
property.® The lion’s share of the 
plunder was appropriated by himself. 


He desired the estate of Fran9ois de 
Qlarges, Seigneur d’E&leemes. The 
gentleman hod committed no ofifenco 
of any kind, and, moreover, lived bo< 
yond the French frontier. Neverthe- 
less, iu contempt of international law, 
the neighbouring territory was in- 
vaded. and d’EsIesmes dragged before 
the blood tnbunal of Mons. Noir- 
carmes had drawn up beforehand, in 
his own handwiiting, both the terms 
of the accusation and of the sentence. 
The victim was innocent and a Ca- 
tholic, but be was rich. He confessed 
to have been tvrice at the preaching, 
from curiosity, and to have omitted 
taking the saci ament at the previous 
Faster. For these offences he was be- 
headed, and his confiscated estate ad- 
judged at an almost nominal price to 
the Bccrclary of Noircarmes, bidding 
for his master.^® " You can do me no 
greater pleasure, wrote Noiicarmcs 
to the council, " than to make qmck 
work with all these rebels, and to pro- 
ceed with the confiscation of their 
estates, real and personal Don’t fail 
to put all those to the torture out of 
whom anything can be got.”^^ 
Notwitbstanding the imexampled 
docility of the commisaioners, they 
found it difficult to extract from their 
redoubted chief a reason.'ible share in 
the wages of blood. They did not 
scruple, therefore, to display their own 
raf.uny, and to enumeiate tlieir own 
enmes, in orde^ to justify their de- 
mand for higher salanes. ** Consider,” 
they said, in a petition to this end, 
** consider closely all that is odious in 
OUT office, and the great number of 
biuiishments and of executions which 
wc have pi'onounced among all our own 
relations and friends.” 
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It may be added, moreover, aa a 
dight palliation for the enormous 
crimes committed by these men, that, 
becoming at last weary of their busi- 
ness, they urged Nuircarmes to desist 
from the woik of proscription. Longe- 
haye, one of the commissioners, even 
waited upon him personally, with a 
plea for mercy in favour of “ the poor 
people, even beggars, who, although 
havmg borne arms during the siege, 
might then be pardoned.” liToircarmes, 
in a rage at the proposition, said that 
** if he did not know the commissioners 
to be honest men, he should believe 
/ktU their pahiis fiad been oiled/* ^ and 
forbade any farther words on the 6u1> 
ject. When Longehaye still ventured 
to speak m favour of certain peisons 

who were very poor and simple, not 
charged with duplicity, and good Ca- 
tholics besides,” he fared no better. 
" Away with you 1 ” cried Noircarmes 
in a great fury,^ adding that he had 
already written to have execution done 
upon the whole of them. 'MVhere- 
upon,” said poor blood -councillor 
Longehaye, in his letter to hia col- 
leagues, retired, I leave you to 
guess how.” * 

Thus the woik went on day after 
day, month after month. Till the 
27 th August of the following year 
(1573) the executioner never rested; 
and when Hequesens, successor to Alva, 
caused the prisons of Kons to be 
opened, there were f<»%^d still seventy- 
five individuals condemned to the 
block, and awaiting their fate.*^ 

It is the most dreadful commentary 
upon the times in ^>bich these transac- 
tions occurred, that they could sink so 
soon into oblivion. The culprits took 
care to hide the records of their guilt, 
while succeeding horrors, on a more 
extensive scale, at other xilaces, effaced 
the memory of all these comparatively 
obscure murders and spoliations. The 
pro&periiy of Hons, one of the most 
flouTishing and wealthy manufacturing 

/ •*— voua av€ veu — ■ la collero do 
Moaaeignenr — diflaat que se no nous cognoia- 
soit gens de bien, auroit opinion qu'avioxis 
ben iM mains engrai8s£ps.'*~Lettor of Loimo- 
oayo In Altmeyer, 125, 

“■‘’''-'Hcqno, Arri^l par ifhmt fvirlo," 


towns in the Netherlands, was annihi- 
lated, but there were so many cities m 
the Slime condition that its misery was 
baldly remarkable. Nevertheless, in 
our own days, the fall of a mouldering 
tower in tho ruined Chateau de N.oasft 
at last rovealed the archives ox all 
these crimes How the docuinf iit*i 
came to be placed tlicic loinains a 
mystery, but they iia\c at last I)ei-u 
brought to light. 

The Spaniai'ds had thus rcco^ uri d 
lifons, byi\hich event the tcmiioiaiy 
revolution throughout tho \\ hole South- 
ern Netherlands was at an end. The 
keys of that city unlocked the a di's 1 1! 
every other in Biabant and Fl.in(^CM 
The towns which had so lately em- 
braced the authority of Oiange now 
hastened to disavow the Prince, and to 
return to their ancient, h 37 )ocritic.d, 
and cowaitUy allegiance.** The new 
oaths of fidelity were in goneial ac* 
cepted by Alva, but the beautiful 
archiepibcopal city of Mccldiu was 
selected for an example and a sacii- 
flee. 

There were heavy arrears due to tho 
Spanish troops. To indemnify them, 
and to make good his blasphenioin 
prox>Uccy of Divine chastisement frir 
its x>a8t misdeeds, Alva now abandoned 
this town to the licence of his soldiei y. 
By his command, Don Frederic ad 
vanced to the gates, and demanded its 
surrender. He was answered by a few 
shots from the gamson. Those cow- 
ardly tioops, however, having thus 
jilunged the city still more deeply into 
the disgi'ace which, in Alva’s C3''C3, they 
had meurred by receiving rebels within 
their walls after having but ]Uat bcfoi e 
refused admittance to the Spanish 
forces, decamped during the night, 
and left the x^l^Q defenceless.^ 

Early next morning there issued 
from the g.*itcs a solemn procession of 
pnests, with banner and crozier, fol- 
lowed by a long and suppliant thi ong 
of citizens, who attempted by this 

* ** Siu* quoy me rothiray, Je vous husse 1 
pensor oommeat.'*— Ibid. 

* Faridoons, 86, sqq, 

> Ibid.. 279. note K 

* Bor, vl. 415. 

7 Ibid, VI, 409. Meboren, it 76. 
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demcnfitraiion to ftvert the wrath of 
the victor. While ^ the penitent 
psalms were resounding, the soldiers 
were busily engaged in heaping dried 
bituxchea and rubbish into the moat. 
Before the f^gious exeroises were 
concluded, ihousanda had forced the 
gates or climbed the walls, and entered 
the city with a celerity which only 
the hope of rapine could inspire. The 
sack instantly commenced. The pro- 
]^erty of friend and foe, of Papist and 
Calvinist, was indiscriminately rided. 
Everything was dismantled and de> 
stroyed. "Hardly a nail," said a 
Spaniard, wilting soon afterwards 
from Brussels, "was left standing in 
the walls." The tioops seemed to 
imagine themselves in a Turkish town, 
and wreaked the Divine vengeance 
which Alva had denounced upon the 
city with an energy which met with 
his fervent applause.^ 

Three days long the horrible scene 
continued, one day for the benefit of 
the Spaniards, two more for that of 
the Walloons and Germans. All the 
churches, monasteries, religious houses 
of every kind, were completely sacked 
Every valuable article which they cou> 
tained, the ornaments of altars, the 
reliquaries, chahees, embroidered cur- 
tains, and carpets of velvet or damask, 
the golden robes of the priests, the 
repositories of the host, the precious 
vessels of chiism and extreme unction, 
the rich clothing and jewellei y adorn- 
ing the effigies of the Holy Virgin, all 
were indiscriminately rifled by the 
Spanish soldiers. The holy wafers 
were trampled underfoot, the sacra’ 
mental wine was poured upon the 
ground, and, in brief, all the horrors 
which had been committed by the 

1 Bor, VI 409 Hoofd, vn 266, 267. Cor- 
rcspodoazice do Fhibppe 11., ii. 118S. **Brer 
il n'y ha heu ^lise, ny monastOre, soit 
d’hommes ou do fommes, hospital ny heu 
sacr^ auquel Ton aye porte respect, quo tout 
n’aye estS sacesge juequcs aux hongos et 
donicrs d*epargiie dcs povres Biscoun 
du Pillage do Malinea, 2'no Oct. 1572, p 
409 , apud Willems. Mengelmgen van his- 
tonschvadorlondsten inhoud (Antwerpen, 
1827-1630). The author of this contemporary 
account was a citizen of Hochlm, and a 
Catholic 

* I>iscour8 du Pillage dc Mohnes, 2ine 
Octobro 167!^ 406, 497. " VoiraB no ont oete 


iconoclasts in their wildest moments, 
and for a thousandth part of which 
enormities heretics had been burned 
in droves, were now repeated in Ideidi* 
lin by the especial solffiers of Chrisb, 
by Boman Ca^oUcs who hod been 
sent to the Netherlimds to avenge the 
insults offered to the Homan Catholic 
faith The motive, too, which inspired 
the saciilegious crew was not fanati- 
cism, but the desire of plunder. The 
property of RomonistB was taken as 
freely as that of Calvinists, of which 
sect there were, indeed, but few in 
the archicpiscopal city. Cardinal 
GranveUe’s house was rifled. The 
pauper funds deposited in the con- 
vents were not respected. The beds 
were taken from beneath sick and 
dying women, whether lady abbess or 
hospital patient, that the sacking 
might be tom to pieces in seaich of 
hidden treasure ^ 

The iconoclasts of 1566 had destioy- 
ed millions of property for the sake 
of an idea, but they had appropriated 
nothing. Moreover, they 1^ scarc^y 
injured a human being: confining 
their wrath to graven images. The 
Spaniards at Mechlin ^ared neither 
man nor woman. The murders and 
outrages would be incredible, were 
they not attested by most Tespect- 
able Catholic witnesses. Men were 
butchered in their houses, in the 
streets, at the altars. Women were 
violated by huxJreds in churches and 
in gravc-yaids * Moreover, the deed 
had been as deliberately ananged as 
it was thoroughly performed. It was 
sanctioned by the highest authority, 
Don Frederic, son of ^va, and General 
Noircannes were both present at the 
scene, and applications were in vain 

rcspcctcz les iepo*)itoirQs et cyboiros Ul 
«stoyont lea aametea boatyea eb pt^ieux 
corps do nostro seigneur et r4<luiDptLur, ny 
los vaiBssaux des saint chresme ct uxtrdraos 
onctcouo, qul ont oste ravls pnr les eoldats 
Lsi>agnol5 tire dehors lo ciboiro, gcctout 

en terre les aalncles hosties," etc., eto. 

** Et y a la mater dca uoircs*8ooun ha 
perdu 6o flonns de son ospargne - — et pai^ 
dessua ha eatg in e I la dicte mater, glamt 
malode, ron lict de dessoubz elle; oomme 
ausBi ba este faict aveo infinite de fomroos 
BocouchScs et d'anl Jea avortfies et de ma* 
Ittdes " — ^DiSeouTs, eto., 409. 

« Ibid., etc , 415. 
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made to them that the havoo might 
be stayed " They weie seen whisper* 
ing to each other in the eir on their 
amval/* says an e}c^^ltncss and a 
Catholic, ''and it is ivell l.no^vn that 
the ail nr had been resolved upon the 
pieceding day. Ihe t^o continued 
together as long as they lemamed m 
th cit} The T\oik ^aa, m truih, 
fulh accompliJied. The ultra Ca 
til 1 o, Jean Kichardot, member of 
tlic Gland Council, and nephew of the 
Bishop of Aina, mfoiincd the State 
Council that the sack of Mechlin had 
been so horrible that the poor and un 
foitunate motheib h'^d not a single 
inoisel of bread to put in the mouths 
of thtir children, nho wcie d>ing be 
Uie their eyes — so insane and ciucl 
li id bee»i the avai ice of the plundei 
"He could saj moie,*' he added, 
"jt his hair did not stand on end, not 


only at rccotmiing, but even at re 
mcmbciing the scene ^ 

Tliree days long the city \vaa 
abandoned to that trinity of lines 
which e\er wait upon Wars foot tep* 

— ^Murder, Lust, and I^p iie undti 

whoac promptings hum in bein s be 
come so mu(^ more teiiible th 1 1 tlie 
most feiocious beasts In hi& 1 l i 
to his master, the Duke coug it d c ^ 
him upon these foul proce In a 
upon a pious deed w ell accoi i ) i J 
He thought it necessaiy hone ci to 
excuse himself before thu \ ublic in a 
document, which justified the s lul £ 
Mechlin by its rdu al to iccc^ fc L o 
gaiiiBon a few months before, ar.cl b'v 
the shots which hid been djsch''igtd it 
his la oops as they appi o ichcd the cii * 
For these oQencea, and b} li c» expic » 
order, the defed was done Upon Lia 
head must the guilt for ever xc^i * 
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While thus Brabant and Flanders 
were scouiged back to the chains 


1 Discours etc 411 412 
A Letter of Je in Eichardot, ^udGachord, 
Bapporl aa Miiistrede I'lnteneur sur los 
Archives de Lillc 234 
s Bor, VI 400 410 

^ lb d Hotcrou iv 76 Hoofd vu **(*6 
2j37 —Compare Bantivot,ho, m 114 Hlc i 
ooza, vm 161 The lat^ hietonan end i 
WTOJs to exonerate tberDuke Iw imput »g 
to the insubordination of his 
^uueM. unfortunate^ the Commandci s 


which they h-'d so icccntly bnkeu, 
the affkirs of the Piincc ol on^e 

letters ^cw that ho liad dchbciatcl^ >id( t 
ed the sack, a id was highly Bith.'icd with 
the {aithfid mannci iix which it was acc m 
pi shod doude quedan (1^3 bold do ) al 
I leacn o excciita idocl castisO quQ cvidcn c 
mc) tc porcce qne J)ios ha sido * rvxdo JarUs * 
VitH til biobphcmy customary Upon suoh 
occasions the Alnugnty was of bourse rp 
presented as the chief perpetrat i a id u* -t 
gator of theac diaboLc^ ciunes.— -a '9 Cor 
rcspondancc de PL lippo 11 u l^da 
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Captain Plomaert, a Fleming of 
great eiperienoe and bravery.iwaimly 
attached to the King's cause, conceived 
the plan of sendmg reinforcements 
across this drowned district to the 
city of Tergoea. Accompanied by two 
peasants of the counti-y, well acquaint- 
ed with the track, he twice accomplish- 
ed the dangerous and difficult passage, 
which, from dry land to dry l^d, was 
nearly ten English miles in length 
Having thus satisfied himself as to the 
possibility of the entei prise, he laid 
his plan before the Spanish colonel, 
Mondragon.^ 

That courageous veteran eagerly em- 
braced the pioposal, examined the 
ground, and after consultation with 
Sancho d’ Avila, resolved in pel son to 
lead an expedition along the path sug- 
gested by Plomaert. Three thousand 
picked men, a thousand from each 
nation,^ — Spaniards, IValloons, and 
Germans, wore speedily and secretly 
assembled at Bergen op Zoom, from 
the neighbourhood of which city, at a 
place called Aggier,* it was necessary 
that the expedition should set forth 
A quantity of sacks were piovided, in 
which a supply of biscmt and of powder 
w as placed, one to be carried by each 
soldier upon his head Although it 
was already late in the autumn, the 
weather was propitious; the troops 
not yet informed as to the secret 
enteiprise for which they had been 
selected, weie alrcrdy assembled at 
the edge of the water, and Mondragon, 
who, notwithstanding his age, had 
resolved upon heading the hazardous 
expedition, now briefly, on the evening 
I of the 20th October, explained to them 
the nature of the service His state- 
ment of the dangers which they were 
about to encounter rather inflamed 
I than diminished their ardour. Their 
enthusiasm became unbounded, as he 
I described the importance of the city 
which they were about to save, and 
I alluded to the glory which would be 
won by those who thus courageously 
came forward to its rescue. The time 
of about half ebb-tide haring arrived, 


the veteran, preceded only by the 
guides and Flomaert, plunged gaily 
into the waves, followed by his army, 
almost in single file. The water was 
never lower than the breast, often 
higher than the shoultler The dis- 
tance to the island, three and a half 
leagues at least, was to be accomplished 
wi&in, at most, six hours, or the rising 
tide would overwhelm them for ever. 
And thus, acioss the quaking and un- 
certain shme, which often refused them 
a footing, that adventurous band, five 
hours long, pursued their midnight 
march, sometimes swimming for their 
lives, and always struggling with the 
waves which every mstaut threatened 
to cngulph them. 

Before the tide had risen to more 
than half-flood, before the day had 
dawned, the armj' set foot on dry land 
again, at the village of Irookcn. Of the 
whole three thousand, only nine un- 
lucky individuals had been drowned J 
so much had courage and disciplina 
availed in that dark and peiilous 
passage through the very bottom of 
the sea.* The Duke of Alva might 
nell pronounce it one of the most 
hiiUiant and oiiginal achievements in 
the annals of wai.® Tho beacon fires 
were immediately lighted upon the 
shore, os agreed upon, to inform 
Sancho d’Avila, who was anxiously 
awaitmg the result at Bergen op 
Zoom, of the safe arrival of the troops. 
A brief repose was then allowed. At 
the approach of daylight, they set forth 
from Ii-seken, which lay about four 
leagues fiom Tergoes The news that 
a Spanish army had thus arisen from 
the depths of the sea, flew before them 
as they marched, Tho besieging force 
commanded the watei with their fleet, 
the land with their aimy; yet had 
these indomitable Spaniards fUund a 
path which was neither land nor water, 
and had thus stolen upon them in the 
silence of night. A panic preceded 
them as they fell upon a foe much 
superior in number to their own force. 
It was impossible for 't Zeraerts to 
induce his soldiers to offer resistance. 
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Witk the of Yan den Bergh, 
ell the cities wluch, under his guidance, 
|i»d raised the standard of Oningo, de* 
eertcd the cause at once. Fiie4>tnd, 
boo, where liubles obtained a yictoiy 
over six thousand patriotfij again sub- 
mitted to the yoke But if the ancient 
necirt of the free Frisians was beating 
thus feebly, there was still spirit left 
among their brethren on the other ade 
of the Zuyder Zee. It ‘u as not while 
William of Orange was within her bor- 
ders, nor while her sister provinces had 
proved recieantto him, that Holland 
would follow their base example, Ho 
lobellion being left, except in the 
north-western extremities of the He- 
tUeilanda, Hon Fiederic was oidcicd 
to pioccud fiom Zutphen to Amster- 
dam, iboncQ to undertake the conquest 
of Holland. The libde city of Kaar- 
den, on the coast of the Zuyder Zee, 
lay in hia path, and had not yet for- 
m^y submitted. Ou the 22<l of No- 
vember, a company of one hundred 
troopers was sent to the city gates to 
dem.*nd its suiTender. The small 
garrison which liad been loft by the 
Frmce was not disposed to ics^t, but 
the spirit of the burghcis w’as stouter 
than theii walls. They anew ct od the 
summons by a declaration that they 
had thus for hold the city for the 
King and the Prince of Orange, and, 
with God's help, would continue so to 
do. As the horsemen depai'ted with 
this reply, a lunsdic, called Adrian 
Krankbueft, mounted the ramparta, 
and discharged a culvei ine among 
them.^ No man was injured, but the 
words of defiance, and the shot fired 
by a madman's hand, weie destined to 
be fearfully answered. 

Heanwhilo, the inhabitnuts of the 
place, w'hich was at best far from 
strong, and ill provided with arms, am- 
munition, or soldiers, despatched im- 
portunate messages to Sonoy, and to 
other patriot generals nearest to them, 
soliciting reinforcements. Their mes- 
sengers came back almost empty- 
handed. They brought a httlo powder 
and a groat many promises, but not a 
tingle man-abannii, not a ducat, not a 


piece of artillery. The most influen- 
tial commanders, moreover, advised an 
honourable capitulation, if it were still 
possible.^ 

Thus baffled, the burghers of the 
little city found theirwproud position 
quite untenable. They accordingly, 
on the let of December, despptch<=<l 
tlie burgomaster and a scnatoi to 
Amersfoort, to make terms, if pos- 
sible, with Don Frederic.® hen 
these envoys reached the place, they 
were refused admission to the general’s 
presence. The ai*my had already been 
ordered to move fonvaid to Nanuleii, 
and they were chiected to accompany 
the adv.nice guaul, and to expect Ihcir 
reply at the gates of their own city. 
This command was sufficiently onn- 
nous. The impression which it mado 
upon them was confirmed by the \\ .n n< 
ing voices of their friends inAinei'.- 
foort, w'ho entreated them not to re- 
turn to Naarden. The advice was not 
lost upon one of the two envoys. Alter 
they liad advanced a little distance on 
their journey, the buigomasier, Lau- 
rcntpzoon, slid privately out of the 
I sledge in which they were travelling, 

' leaving liis cloak behind him. "Adieu, 

I tlimkl willnot venture backtoKimi- 
don at present," said be calmly, as lie 
abandoned his companion to his fate * 
The other, who could not so easily d«>* 
Bert his children, his wife, and his fcl- 
loW'Citizens in the hour of danger, went 
forward as calmly to share in theu* im- 
pending doom. 

The army reached Bussein, half a 
league distant from Naarden, iu the 
evening Here Don Frederic estab- 
li&hed his head-quarters, and pioceeded 
to invest the city. Senator Gernt was 
then directed to return to Naarden, 
and to bring out a more numerous de- 
putation on the following morning, 
duly empowered to surrender the 
place. The envoy accordingly re- i 
: turned next day, accompanied by 
. Lambert Hortensius, rector of a Latin 
academy, together with four other 
citizens. Before this deputation had 
reached Bussem, they were met by ^ 
I Julian Romero, who informed them 
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that he was eommissioned to treat 
•jrith them on the part of Don. Fre- 
deric. He demanded the lueyB of the 
city, and gave the deputation a solemn 
pledge that the lives and property of 
all the iubabitdhts should be sacredly 
resirected. To attest this assurance, 
Don Julian gave his hand three sever.'.! 
times to Lambert Hortensius. A sol- 
dier’s word thus plighted, the commis- 
sioners, without exchanging any wnt- 
ten documents, surrendered the keys, 
and immediacy afterwards accom- 
panied Eomero mto the city, who uaa 
soon followed by five or six hundred 
musketeers ^ 

To give these guests a hospitable 
reception, all the housewives of the 
city at once sot about prepamtions 
foi a snraptuous feast, to winch the 
Spaniards did .ample justice, ii hile the 
colonel and his officera were entertained 
by Senator Gen it at his oiin bouse - 
ka soon as this conviviality had come 
to an end, Eomero, accompanied by his 
host, walked into the square. The 
great bell had been mc.antime ringing, 
and the citizens had been summons 
to assemble in the G.ast Hius Church, 
then used as a town hall.® In the 
course of a few minutes five hundred 
had entered the building, and stood 
qiuetly awaiting whatever measures 
might bo offered for their dclibcwtion. 
Suddenly a pi lest, who had been p.acing 
to and fio before the church dour, en- 
tered the building, and hade them all 
piepaie for death; but the announce- 
ment, the preparation, and the death, 
were simultaneous.* The door w.is 
flung open, and a band of armed Span- 
iards rushed across the sacred threshold. 
They fired a single volley upon the de- 
feucless herd, and then sprang in upon 
them with sword and dagger. A yeU 
of deapSir arose as the miserable vic- 
fems saw how hopelessly they were on- 
; gaged, and beheld the ferocious faces 
of their butchers. The carnage within 
that narrow space was compact and 

1 Bor, VI. 417. Hoofd, vii 277. 

Hoofd, vii. 278. • Bor, Hoofd. 

t s aanseggsn, bereydenen ster- 

Sen was eeiidiiig.”-^oofd, vii. 278. 

s Bor, Hoofd, uU sup. 

* Boofd, vu. 279.— “Ala vlsschen gefcor. 


rapid. WitliiQ a few minut<»a all 
despatched^ aud aisocg them Seiuktor 
Qerrity £rom whose table tlie SpnniBh 
commander had but just risen. The 
church was then set on fire, and the 
dead and dying weie consumed to ashes 
together.® 

Inflamed but not satiated, the Span- 
iards then rimhed into the streets, 
thirsty for fresh horrora. The houses 
were all rifled of tlicir contents, and 
men weie forced to carry the booty to 
the camp, who wcio then struck dead 
as their reward. The town was then 
fired in every direction, that the skulk- 
ing citizens mighc be forced fium their 
hi^ng-ploces. As fast as they came 
forth they were put to death by theif 
impatient foes. Some were pierced 
with rapiers, some were choppe^l to 
pieces with .'ixes, some were surrounded 
m the blazing Rtreets by troops of 
laughing Boldieis, intoxicated, not with 
wine but with blood, who tossod them 
to and fro with their Imces, and derived 
a wild amusement from their dying 
agonies. Those who attempted resist* 
ance were crimped alive like fishes, 
end left to gasp themselves to death in 
lingei hig torture.® Tho soldiers becom- 
ing more and more insane, as the foul 
woik went on, opened the veins of 
8<»me of their victim'*, and drank their 
blood as if it weie wine Some of the 
burghers were for a time spared, that 
they might witness Iho violation of 
their wiies and cfShghterp, and were 
then butciiercd in company with these 
BiaU more unfortunate victims.® Irfi* 
mclrs of bnitahty wei’e accomplished. 
Neither churoh nor hearth was sacred. 
Men were slain, \vomen outraged at the 
alttirs, in tlie streets, in their blazing 
homes. The life of Lambert Horteu- 
siUB was spared, out of regard to lua 
learning and genius, but he hardly 
could thank his foes for the boon, for 
they struck his only son dead, and tore 
his heart out before his father's eyes.® 
Hardly any man or woman Bunuved, 

ven CTi lankzaamelyk gcwcntelt Jn oen ts^e 
dmxU.** f Hoofd, ubi sup. 

* Bor, Hoofd, ubl sup 
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that th^devo)xred it; Aorwos this theonJy 
act of cannibalism of which they wcio 
accused, for it was stud and believed by many 
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except by accident* A body of some 
hundred burghers made their escape 
across the snow into the open countiy. 
They weie, ho\\e\cr, oNcrtiken, strip- 
ped stalk, naked, and hung upon the 
ti ees by the feet, to fieeze, or to perish 
by a inoie lingeung dciith. Moat of 
th( 111 soon died, but twenty, who hap- 
pened to bo w eilthy, succeeded, aftei 
enduring much toiture, in purchasing 
thill li\es of then inhuman persecu- 
tors The pi incipol burgomaster. Hem- 
rich Lauibcilsroon, was Ic a fortunate 
Known to be aOluenfc, he was tortured 
by expoairg the soles of his feet to a 
hre until they were almost consumed 
On piomiae that his life should be 
spared, he then agiecd to pay a heavy 
lan&om, but hardly had ho fumi&hed 
the stipulated sum when, by expieas 
oidci of Don Fredeiic himself, he was 
h uigcd m his own doorway, and lus 
disboyered limbs of tei wards nailed to 
the gates of the city ^ 

Nearly all the inhabitants of Naar- 
den, Boldieia and citizens, were thus 
dcrtioyed; and now Don Fiedoiic 
issued peremptory ciders that no one, 
on paan of death, should give lodging 
or food to any fugitive. He likewise 
f 02 bade to the dead all that could now 
be f 01 bidden them — a giave Three 
weeks long did these uiiburied bodies 
pollute the streets, nor could the few 
wretched women who stUl cowered 
withm such houses os had escaped the 
flames ever move-Aom their lurking- 
places without treading upon the fes 
teiing remains of what h id been then 
husbands, their fatheis, or their bie 
thren. Such was the expre^sS com- 
mand of him whom the ilattciers 
called the ** most divine geuius e> er 


known ** Shortly afterwards came an 
order to dismantle the fortiflcations, 
wliich had certainly proved sulflcientily 
feeble in the hour of need, and to 
raze what was left of the city from 
the surface of the eoirfih. The woik 
w as faithfully accomplished, and for a 
long time Naaiden ceased to exist ^ 
a wrote, with his usual compla- 
cency in such cases, to his sovereign, 
that "they had cut the thioats of the 
burgheis and all xhe gaiiison, ord th''t 
they had not left a mother's son aln c ’ * 
The statement was almost literally 
correct, nor was the cant with which 
these bloodhounds commented upon 
their uimes less odious than their 
guilt "It was a permiasion of (?od," 
said the Duke, "that these people 
should have undertaken to defend a 
City, which was so weak that no other 
persons would have attempted such 
a thing ** * Nor was the reflection of 
Mendoza less pious. "The sack of 
Naarden," said that leally braio and 
accomplished cavalier, "was a chav 
tisexnent which must be believed to 
have taken place by express permis- 
sion of a Divine Providence; a pun- 
ishment for havmg been the flist of 
the Holland towns in which heiesy 
built its nest, whence it has taken 
flight to all the neighbouring citiea ^ 
It IB not without reluctance, but 
still with a stem determination, that 
the historian should faithfully record 
these transactions To extenuate 
would be base; to exaggerate impos 
sible It IS good that the world should 
not forget how much wrong has been 
enduied by a smgle haixnless nation 
at the hands of despotism, and in the 
sacied name of God There have 


Uiat the bodies of cbildion-weie loisted and 
eaten by the soldieia Thoio last ti iits of 
horror are, howover only mentionod by 
Hoofd as repoi*ts Tlie tcann,^ out of tho 
heaitbefore tho father s eyes la attested both 
by him and by Bor. 

1 Hoofd, vii. 280 

* Bor, VL 419. Hoofd, vu 2S0 Motoren, 
tv. 78. 



persoTiB of quality who were rcsei ved Then 
the city was pillaged, after which a fire was 
hf'Uted, **qui la convomnia mU^rment 
IZiat des Ciiiscs dca Bevoltcs doe Pa^ s Ba^ 
MS , 11 XX. 

* CbrrBBpondanca do Philippe II , n 1186 

* Mtnilo^i viii k73 — Ihe details of these 
acta of iniquity have only been prcsci zed by 
tho Dutch writers Mondoz i, and Cabrera 
(who alwij a follows Mcuclosa), dismiss tho 
Backing ot each succcsbive city with a phrase 
and a pious euaeulation Alva briefly con- 
denses the xirincipol horrors m a few ener- 
getic lines --^mpare Wogenoor, Vad Hist, 
vi 403-408; Meteren, iv 7b, Bentivogho, 
vl. 115. 
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been tongues and pens enough to 
narrate l£e ezcesses of the people, 
bursting from time to time out of 
Blaveiy into madness. It is good, too, 
that those crimes should be remem- 
bered, and freshly pondered; but it 
is equally wholesome to study the 
opposite picture. Tyranny, ever 
young and ever old, constantly re- 
producing herself with the same stony 
features, with the same imposing 
mask which she has worn through aU 
the ages, can never be too mmutely 
examined, especially when she paints 
her mvn portrait, and when the seeiot 
history of her guilt is furnished by 
the confessions of her lovers. The 
pei-usal of her traits w ill not make us 
love popular hbeity the less 

The history of Alva’s administration 
in the Ketheilands is one of thoso xnc- 
tures which strike us almost dumb 
with wonder. Why has the Almighty 
suffered euch crimes to bo perpetrated 
in Hie sacred name? Was it neces- 
sary that many generationa should 
wade through this blood in order to 
acquire for tlicir dcscoiidaiits the 
hlessings of civil and religious fiee- 
dom t Was it necessaiy that an Alva 
should ravage a peaceful nation with 
sword and flame — that desolation 
should be spread over a happy land, 
m order that the pure and heroic cha- 
racter of a Willuam of Orange should 
stand forth more conspicuously, like 
an antique statue of spotless marble 
against a stormy sky * 

After the army which the Prince 
had so unsuccessfully led to the relief 
ef Mons had been disbanded, he had 
himself repaired to Holland. He had 
come to Kampen shortly before its 
defection from his cause. Thence he 
hod begn escorted across the Zuyder 
Zee to Eukhuyzen.^ He came to 
. that province, the only one which 
' through good and ill report remained 
entirely faithful to him, not as a con- 
queror but as an unsuccessful, pro- 
scnblrl man But there were worm 
hearts beating within those oold 
I lagunes, and no conqueror returning 

> Bor, Vi. «4. Hooia, vll SU. 

s Letter of 8t Aldcgonde in Axebives de 
b Halsoa d’Oeange, iv. 21. 


from a biilliant seiies of victories 
could have been received with more 
affection.ate respect than William in 
that doikest hour of the coimtiy’s 
history. He had but seventy home- 
men at hie back, all which remained 
of the twenty thousand tauops which 
he had a second time levied m Ger- 
many, and he felt that it would be 
at that period hopeless for him to 
attempt the formation of a thii d army. 
He hod DOW come thither to share the 
fate of Holland, at least, if he could 
not accomplish her liberation. He 
went from city to city, advising with 
the m.'.gisf!aeies and with the inhabi- 
Lmts, and aiiangmg many matters 
pel taming both to peace and war.’ 
At Hailem the States of the Provinces, 
accoiiling to his request, had been as- 
sembled. The a'seinbly begged bim 
to lay before them, if it wore possible, 
any schemes and means w*hich ho 
might have de\ iaed for further lesist- 
anee to the Duke of Alva. Thus soli- 
cited, the Priuoo, in a very secret see. 
Sion, unfolded his plans, and satisfied 
them as to the future prospects of the 
cause ’ His speech has nowhere been 
preserved. His strict injunctions as 
to secrecy, doubtless, prevented or 
effaced niir record of the session. It 
18 probable, however, that he entered 
more fully into the state of his nego- 
tiations with England, and into me 
possibihty of a resumption by Coimt 
Liouis of his pnv^ intercourse with 
the French court, than it was safe, 
publicly, to divulge. 

While the Priuce hod been thus 
occupied in preparing the stout-heart- 
ed province for the last death-struggle 
with its foe, that moi-tal combat was 
already fast approaching ; for the 
aspect of the contest in the Hethei^ 
lands was not that of oi dinary warfare. 
It was an encounter between two prin- 
ciples, in their nature so hostile 1 o 
each other that the absolute destruir 
tion of one was the only possible issue. 
As the fight went on, each individual 
combatant seemed inspired by direct 
personal maligmiy, and men found a 

a Bor. vi. 4V. Wngviuer, Vad. Hist., vi 
8911 , 897 . 
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pleasord in deocU of cruelty^ from 
wMeh generotiooa not educated io 
slaughter recoil with horror. To inur> 
der defcncelep? piiponera; eo dimk, 
not metaphoi I'jally hu£ Uterulliff the 
heart'e blood of a:i enemy, to exercise 
a devili&h ingenuity in inventions 
zniitual tortino, became not only a 
fluty but a ropturo. The Liberty of 
iLi Nethoil.nwLi had now been hunted 
to its Iciir It had taken its last refuge 
among the sauda and thickets wheie 
i^^s savage infancy had been nurtuied, 
piid had now prepared itnelf to crush 
its tormentor in a last embrace^ or to 
die in the struggle. 

After the conclusion of the aack and 
ma‘>aacre of Kaaideii, Don Fredeiic 
had hastened to Aiustcidam/ where 
the Duko was then qti.irtered, that ho 
Uiiglit receive the patomal benediction 
fur his w ell-accouiplished work. The 
royal approbation was soon aftenvaids 
added io the applause of his parent, 
and the Duke was warmly congratu- 
lated m a letter ^v^tten by Phihp as 
boon as the murderous deed was 
know'n, that Don Fredoiic had so 
plajiily shewn himself to bo his fa- 
iher*a son.^ There was now nioie 
woik for father and sou. Amstcidam 
wa^ the only ptnnt in Hollaud which 
held for Alva, and from that pomt it 
w as determined to recover the whole 
pLovince. The Prmce of Orange w’aa 
established in the southern district; 
Diednch Soncy, lieutenant, was 
stationed in North Holland.* The 
important city of llarlciu lay between 
the two, at a spot wlicie the whole 
breadth of the teriitory, from sea to 
sea, was less than an hour’s walk. 
With tlio fall of that city the provmce 
would be cut in tw'ain, the rebellious 
foiccs utteily dissevered, and all fur- 
ther resistance, it was thought, ren- 
deied impossible. 

The inhabitants of Harlem felt 
their danger. Bossu, Alva’s stadholder 


for Holland, had formally announced 
iho system hitherto pursued at Slecli- 
1 Bor, vl 420, 421. 

3 Cotreraondance do Fhihppe U , u 11^7. 
»Bor. t{.424. - 

* Ibid., 417. r 

» Ibl^, rl.420. Hoofd, vii 2S0, 281, Me- 
texen, W, 7B. Bontwoglio, vi. 115, 


lin, Zutphen, and Kaarden as the dti» 
liberate policy of the government* 
The Kings representative Kad foi^ 
mally proclaimed the extermination of 
man, woman, and child m every ciiy 
which opposed his aumonty,'* but the 
promulgation and practice of euch a 
system had an opposite effect to the 
one intended. The hearts of the Iful- 
landers wrere rather steekd to 
ance than awed into submLdion by 
the fate of Naarden.® A foituuak‘ 
event, too, was accepted as a li.'Kv 
omen for tlie commg content A hit j'c 
fleet of aimed vessels, belonging to 
Holland, had been frozen up m tl.c 
nciglibouihood of Amsteidiin. iJon 
Frederic, on hia am^'al fioni Xoaukii, 
despatched a body of picked men ovt,i 
the ice to attack the impiiboucd vcs&lL. 
The crews had, however, foi tihed lb eui- 
selves by diggmg a w ido trench ai ou'id 
the whole fleet, which {bus became 
from the moment an rilmc^'t impu-g. 
nable foiticss. Out of this fiozen 
citadel a strong baud of well-anno] 
and skilful musketeers sallied foilli 
upon skates as the besieging force ad- 
vanced. A rapid, bnlliant, and slip- 
pery skirmish succeeded, in which the 
Hollanders, so accustomed to such 
sports, easily vanqumhed their aiittiuo- 
nists, and drove them olT tlic held, 
witli the loss of several bundled Icii 
dead upon the ice* “’Twaa a thing 
never heard of before to-day,” std 
Alva, "to see a body of aiquebiwicj^ 
thus skinnifthing upon a fi ozen sea ^ 
In the course of the ne.xt foui-.inJ- 
twenty hours, a flood and a iwpnl tlun/ 
released the vessels, which all e'-i ’ij>i d 
to Enkhuyzen, while a fio^t, nniiK-^li- 
ately and strangely tucccetlmg, made 
pursuit impossible.® 

The Spaniards w'ere astonigh^d at 
these novel manccuvres uxk)U the ice. 
It IB amusing to read their elaborate 
descriptions of the w'onderfiil appen- 
dages which had enabled the Holland- 
ers to glide so ghbely into battle yvilu 
a superior force, and so rapK?fy to 

* Mcudosca, vil 173 

f Correbpondauce da Philippa IT., li. IIS^. 
—“Qua me pai'eco la mas iineva com qua 
hasta oy sa ha oido, aacarauiuzor arcabuzuiu 
Bobra la mar a lftfU ** 

* Hoofd vu, 281, 
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glance away, after achieving a signal 
triumph. N’evertheleas, the Spaniards 
could never be dismayed, and were al- 
ways apt scholars, even if an enemy 
were the teacher. Alva immediately 
oidered seven ^ousand piurs of skates, 
and hiB soldiem soon learned to per- 
fuim mihtaxy evolutions with these 
new accoutrements as audaciously, if 
not as adroitly, as the HoUaiid- 
ers.* 

A portion of the Hailem magistiacy, 
notwithstanding the spint which per- 
vaded the provmce, began to tiemUe 
as danger approached. They weie 
base enough to enter into sect et nego- 
tiations with Alva, and to send thice 
of their own number to treat with the 
jDukc at Amsteidam. One was uise 
enough to remam with the enemy. 
The other two wcie anosted on their 
rcluin, and condemned, after an im- 
p.u'tial ti'ial, to death.^ For, while 
these emissaries of a cowardly magia- 
tiacy were absent, the stout command- 
ant of tUe little gai risen, Hipperda, 
had assembled the oitisena and sol- 
diers in the maiket-pUce. Ho named 
them of the absolute necessity to make 
a last eifort for freedom In staitliug 
colours he held up to them the fate of 
Mechlin, of Ziitphen, of Naai den, as a 
prophetic mirror, in which they might 
read their own fate should they be base 
enough to sun coder the city. Theio 
was 110 comiiositiou possible, ho uiged, 
with foes who were as false as they 
were sanguinary, and whose foul pas- 
bions were stunulated, not slaked, by 
the horrors with which they had al- 
ready feasted themselves.’ 

Bipperda addressed men who could 
aympatbise with hia bold and lofty 
sentimonts. Soldiers and citizens 
cried^out for defence instead of sur- 
render, as with one voice, for there 
were no abject spirits at Harlem save 
among the magistracy; and Saint 
Aldegonde, the faithful minister of 
Orange, was soon sent to Hailem by 

1 BontivogUo, 'vu. 122 Uendoza, Till. 173, 
et aL 

s Bor, yi i20, 421. Hoo^, vil 282. Mo- 
to) on, IT. 78. 

* Ibid. Ibid., vil. 288. Ibid. 

4 Bor, Hoofd, Moado^ \ibi sup. 
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^6 Prince to make a thorougb change 
in that body.^ 

Harlem, over whose ruins the Span- 
ish tyranny intended to make ita en- 
trance into Holland, lay in the naiTow* 
eat part of that narrow iatlmius which 
separates the Zuyder Zee horn the 
German Ocean The distance from 
&ea to sea is hai dly five Eughsh miles 
across. Westerly from the city ex- 
tended a slender stnp of land, once a 
morass, then a fruitful meadow, main- 
tained by unflagging fortitude in the 
Tery jaws of a stormy ocean. Between 
the Horth Sea and the outer edge of 
this pasture surged those wild and 
hmtuiitic do^ns, heaped up by wind 
and wave in mimicry of mountains; 
the lung coils of that ri>pe of sand, by 
which, plaited into additional stiength 
by the blendorest of bulrushes,® the 
waves of the North Sea weie made to 
obey tlie command of man. On the 
oppohite, or ea-»toi n side, H.u loin looked 
towaidd Am^tudam. That aheady 
dourishtng city was distant but ten 
miles. The two cities were separated 
by an expanse of inland water, and 
united by a slender causeway. The 
Harlem Lake, formed less than a cen- 
tury before by the bursting of foui 
lesser meies during a storm which had 
threatened to swallow the whole Pen- 
insula, extended itself on the south 
and cat>t ; a sea of limited dimensions, 
being only fifteen feet in depth with 
seventy bcpiaio <^es.p£ suiiace, but, 
expo.scd as it Liy to all the winds of 
heaven, often lo^ed into btoiina as 
dtingerous as those of the Atlantio.** 
Beyond tlie lake, towards the north, 
the wateiu of the Y nearly swept 
across the Peninsula. This inlet of 
the Zuyder Zee was only separateil 
from the Harlem meio by a slender 
thi’ead pf land. Over this ran the 
cause^vay between the two sister cities^ 
now so unfortunately lu arms against 
each other Midway between the two, 
the dyke was piei ced and closed again 

* BoniiVf>gho, vii US ILeiidoa^ vUi. 176i 
Bt»r, VI 4JJ Mctcicii. IV 7S. — This 
tUo 8COQO of BO tnauy romantic events dnxinj 
the period with which we arc ocoupie^hM 
within the foiiiycai's, been oonvi gft o 
mtodiyUvi&. ThQmagmficcnitunderhgy^ 
was completed in the year 1808. 
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wlUl a system of duice-woika, wbicli 
when opened admitted the watere of 
the lake into those of the estuary, and 
caused an inundatiou of the Bunoond* 
ing country,^ 

The city was one of the hugest and 
most beautiful in the KetheLlanda. It 
was also one of the weakest.^ The 
walls were of anti^ud construction, 
turreted, but not strong. The extent 
and feebleness of the defences made a 
large garrison ncccssai}', but, unfortu* 
nately, tho gnni-son Utia even weaker 
than the waUa. The city’s mam reli- 
ance was on the stout hearts of the 
inhabitants The streets were, for ‘ 
that day, spacious and regulai ; the 
canals planted with hmea and poplats 
The ancient church of Saint Bavou, a 
large imposmg atiucture of brick, stood 
almost in the centre of the place, the 
most promment object, not only of the 
town but of the province, visible over 
leagues of sea and oi land moie level 
than the sea, and seeimng to gather 
/he whole >quiet httle city under its 
uacred and piotootive iMiigs. Its tall 
open«woik leaden spire was surmount- 
ed by a colossal crown, which an oz- 
nJted imagination might have regarded 
as the emblematic gueidon of maityr- 
dum held aloft over the city, to reword 
its heioism and its agony 

It was at once obvious that the 
watery expanse between Harlem and 
Amsterdam would be the principal 
theatre of the, opc^utiona about to 
commence. The siege ivas soon begun. 
The fugitive burgomaster, De hViM, 
had the effrouteiy, with the advice of 
Alva, to address a letter to the citizens, 
uigmg them to surrender at discretion. 
The messenger was hanged — a cruel 
but practical answer, which put an end 
to all further traitorous commumca- 
tions.^ This was in the hist week of 
December. On the 10th, Don Frederic 

^ Bur, Motoren, SentiToglio, Mendoza, ulH 
«ip. a Bor, 422. 

^ Hoofd, yli. 284. 

* Pierre Sterlincz: Eone corte WacTticU- 
iigo Beschryrmghe van ullo Gcschicdini&sos, 
Aoechlageu, Btormen, Bchenautsiiigcnouds 
^bieten voor de vroome Btadt Hacrlem in 
Holland gbeBcbicht, etc eto —Delft, 15T4. 

■ting 18 by far tho 'best comemporary 
^account of tho foiaous Blogo. Tho nwthor 


sent a strong dstaolunent to capture 
the fort and village of Sparendam, as 
an iudiapensabla preliminary to the 
commencement of the siege. A pea- 
sant having shewn Zar^ta, the com- 
mander of the expe^tion, a secret 
passage across the flooded and frozen 
meadows, the Spaniards stoi-med the 
phace gallantly, routed the whole gar- 
iison, killed three bundled, and took 
posse.ssion of the works and village. 
Xext day, Don Frederic appeared be- 
fore the walls of Harlem, and proceed- 
ed regulaily to invest the place. The 
misty weather favoured his operations, 
nor did he cease reinforcing himself, 
until at least thirty thousand men, 
including fifteen bundled caialry, had 
been encamped around the city. The 
Germans, under Count Oveistein, weie 
stationed in a beautiful and extensive 
glove of limes and beeches, uhicb 
spread between tho southern walls and 
tho shore of Hailom Lake Don Fre- 
doiio, with his Spanuids, took up a 
position on tho opposite side, at a 
pbice called the House of Kleef, the 
nuns of which still remain. The 
Walloons and other regiments were 
diitiihuted in dilTerent places, so as 
completely to enciicle the town.* On 
the edge of the mere the Piince of 
Orange had already ordered a cluster 
of foits to be erected, by which the 
command of its frozen surface was at 
first secured for Harlem.* In the 
course of the siege, however, other 
forts were erected by Don Frederic, 
BO that the aspect of tbiugs sufiered a 
change 

Ag.imst this immense force, nearly 
equal in number to that of the whole 
population of the city, the garrison 
within the walls never amounted to 
more than four thousand men.* In 
the beginning it was much less riume* 
rous. The same circumstances, how- 

was a citizen of Antwerp, who kept a daily 
journal of tho events as they occurred at 
Uailcoi It IS a dry, cui-t roifibtcr of horrors, 
jotted down without passion or comment — 
Compare Bor, vi 4S2, 423 ; hlctcren, Iv. 79 ; 
Monuozo, viu. 174, 175; Wagenaer, Yad- 
Ilist , vu 413, 414. 

4 Bcr, noofd, Mendoza. Wogonoer, vL 
415 

4 Hoofd, vu 28S, 
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over, assisted the initiatoiy commencement to the dose of the 

operations of Don Frederic, were of siege were never bare of victims.’ 
advantage to the Harlemets. A dense Among the captives waa a gallant 
frozen fog hung continually over the officer. Baptist van Trier, for whom 
surface of the ^e. Covered by this Be la March in vain offered two 
curtain, large Applies of men, pro- thousand crowns and nineteen Spanish 
visions, and ammunition were daily prisoners. The proposition wasrefused 
introduced into the city, notwithstand- with contempt. Von Trier was hanged 
ing all the efforts of the besieging upon the gallows by one leg imtil he 
foroe.^ Sledges skimming over the was dead, m return for which barbarity 
ice, men, women, and even children, the nineteen Spaniards were imtne- 
moving on their skates as swiftly as diately gibbeted by Be la Marck.^ 
the wind, all brought their contnbu- tVith this interchange of cruelties the 
tions in the course of the short dark siege may be said to have opened, 
days and long nights of December, in Don Frederic had stationed himself 
which the wmtry siege was opened.* in a position opposite to the gate of 
The garrison at last numbered about the Cross, which was not very strong, 
one iffiousand pioneers or dclveis, three but fortified by a ravehn. Intending 
thousand fighting men, and about three to make a very short siege of it, ha 
hundred fighting women.* The last established his batteries immediately, 
was a most efficient coips, all females and on the 18th, 19th, and 20th Be. 
of respectable character, armed with cember directed a furious cannonade 
■word, musket, and dagger. Their against the Cross-gate, the St Johu’s- 
ehief, Kenau Hasselaer, waa a widow gate, and the curtain between the 
of distinguished family and unblemish- two.’ Six hundred and eighty shots 
ed reputation, about forty-seven years were discharged on the first, and nearly 
of age, who, at the head of her ama- as many on each of the two succeoUng 
zone, participated in many of the most days.’ The waUs were much shattered, 
fiercely contested actions of the siege, but men, women, and children worked 
both withm and without the walls.* night and day within the city, repair- 
When such a spirit animated the maids mg the breaches as fast as made, 
and matrons of the city, it might be They brought bags of sand, blocks of 
expected that the men would hardly stone, cart-loads of earth from every 
surrender the place without a struggle, quarter, and they stripped the churches 
The Prince had assembled a force of of all their statues, which they threw 
three or four thousand men at Leyden, by heaps into the ggnaj* They sought 
which he sent before the midffie of thus a more practiw advantage from 
December towards the city under the those sculptured saints than they could 
command of Be la Marck.* These have gamed by only imploring their 
troops were, however, attacked on interposition. The fact, however, ex- 
the way by a strong detachment under cited hoiror among the besiegers. 
Bossu,IIoircarmes,andBomero. After Hen who were daily butchering their 
a sharp action in a heavy snow-storm, fellow-beings, and hanging their pri- 
Be la Marck v;as completely routed, sonersincold blood, afifected to shudder 
One thqpsand of his soldiers were cut at the enormity of ihe offence thus 
to pieces, and a laige number carried exercised againrt graven images^* 
off as prisoners to the gibbets, which After throe days’ cannonade, the 
were ^eady conspicuously erected in assault was ordeied. Bon Fr^erie 
the Spanish camp, and which from the only intending a rapid massacre, to 
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orown bia achievementa ai Zufcpbeii 
and Ndarden. The place, he thought, 
would fall m a week, and aftei another 
week of eacUug, killing, and zavi&hing, 
he might sweep on to “ pastures now” 
until HulLmd was oaei whelmed. Bo- 
mero ad^anced to the hi each, followed 
by a numeious stoiniing paity, but 
laet with a resistance w Inch astozushed 
the Spaniards. The church-bells lang 
the {darm throughout the city, and 
the whole population sw armed to the 
walls. The bv.&ic.gei& w eie encounteicd 
not only with swoid and mu&ket, but 
with every implement which the 
burgheis’ hands could find. Heavy 
stones, boiling oil, h\e coals, weie 
hurled upon the hetvds of the soldieis, 
hoops, smeared with pitch and set on 
fiio, weie dexterously thrown upon 
their necks. !C\en Spann>h couiage 
and Spanish feiocity weie obliged to 
shrink before the SLcady detennino- 
tion of a whole popuhtion animated 
by a single spuit llomcio hnt an 
eye in the conlliot, many umccia wcie 
killed and wounded, lud thie( or foui 
bundled soldicis left dead lu the 
hrea4sh, while only thice or foui of 
the townsmen lovt their Uvea. The 
signal of lecall was leluotantly given, 
and the Spauiaids abandoned the 
assault Don Fi edei io was now aware 
that Harlem would not fall at his feet 
aithe first sound of his trumpet. It 
was obvious that a siege must pieccde 
the maasacrer' 'He gave orders, theie- 
fore, that the lavelin should be under- 
mined, and doubted not that, w ith a 
few days’ delay, the place w ould be in 

his baritlft 1 

Memtimo, the Piince of Orange, 
from his head quarters at Sas^enheim, 
on the southern eztiomity of Uie 
mere, made a fresh effort to throw 
succour mto the place ^ Twm thousand 
men, with seven field pieces, and 
many waggon-loads of munitions, were 
sent forward under Batenburg. This 
of&cer had replaced De la March, w hom 
the Pnnee had at last deprived of his 

- f 

^ Bor, 'n. 423 Hoofd, vii 237, 28S He- 
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oomnnsBion’ The reckless and un« 
principled freebooter was no longer to 
serve a cause which was more sullir d 
by his barbanty than it could be ad- 
vanced by his desperate valour. Kv 
tenburg’s e^Epedition w£, how ev ei, n jt 
more successful than the one made 
by Ins piedecesbor The tioops, after 
reaching the vicinity of the city, b'-t 
their way in the thick mibts which 
almost perpetually euvcljpLd tl'o 
scene. Cannons weie fired, foobclb 
weie rung, and beacon PiCs i tie 
lighted on the lamparts, but the p uty 
wa-i u retrievably lost Ihe bp uiulIs 
fell upon them before thej coubl fnil 
then w ay to the city. Many w ci c put 
to the Bwoid, others made ti tii c-sc po 
lu difleicnt directions, a xeiy lew 
succeeded m entnmg Hiulcm Di- 
tenbuig Inought oil a le’in uit of tliw 
forces, but all the pi o\ ir»ions so m ith 
needed weio lost, jud the little aimy 
eutiieb' de&ti 03 cd. * 

He K >Jung, the scctmd in oouimand, 
wu rmong the puboneio. The Span 
iirds cut off hiB head and threw it 
over the walls into the city, with thw 
tn^ciipiion . ** This la the head of Ct’p- 
tain do Boning, w ho is on his w ij 
with romfoicemcnts for the good city 
of Hailem*' The citizens retoitocl 
with a piactical jest, which was still 
more baibarouB. They cut oil tlie 
heads of eleven prisoners and put them 
mto a barrel, which they thicw into 
the Spanish camp. A label upon the 
bail el contamed these wot da ^‘l)c 
hver these ten heads to Huke Alva in 
payment of his tenpenny 1 1 \, with oi e 
additional head for mteicst \\itiL 

such ghastly menimcnt did besieged 
and besiegers vary the inonotonoas 
hoiTOi of that wiiitci h siege. As tl o 
sallies and skiimibhcs weie daily 

occun ence, thei e w os a constant supply 
of piisoneiB, upon whom both piioioa 
might exeicise their ingenuity, so tb t 
the gallows in camp or city was pii* 
petually garnished. 

Since the assault of the 21bt De* 
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cember, Duu Fi-edeiic had been mak- 
uig his subterranean attack hj regular 
approaches. As fast, however, as the 
Bpaxuards mined, the citizens counter* 
mined. Spamard and Netherlands 
met daily in deadly comhat within the 
bowels of the earth. Desperate and 
frequent were the struggles within 
gangways so narrow that nothing hut 
daggers could be used, so obscure that 
the dim lanterns haidly lighted the 
death'Stroke, They seemed the oou* 
diets, not of men, but of evil siiluts* 
Nor were these hand-to-haiid Uittles 
alL A shower of heads, limbs, muti* 
lated trunks, the mangled remains of 
hundreds of human hemga, often 
spouted fiom the eaith a-i if from an 
invisible volcano. The mines were 
sprung with uiiexamjded frequency 
and determination. StiUthcBpamaida 
toiled on with uudimlnished zoal, and 
still the besieged, undismayed, delved 
below their woiks, and checked tUeir 
advance by sword, and spear, and 
honnble explosions.^ 

The Piince of Oiange, meanwhile, 
encouraged the citizens to peisereie, 
by frequent pi onuses of as'^istance 
His letters, wiitten on extremely small 
bits of paper, were sent mto tho town 
by carrier pigeons.® On the 28th of 
January ho despatched a considerable 
supply of the two ncces&aiies, powder 
aud biead, on one huiidied and seventy 
bledgcs acioss the Hailem Lake, to- 
getlicr with four bundled veteiwu Bol- 
diera * The citizens continued to con* 
test the approaches to the ravelin 
bufuio the Cross-gate; but it had be- 
come obvious that they could not bold 
it long. Secretly, steadfabtly, and 
swiftly they had, therefoie, dm mg the 
long wmtry nights, been constructing 
a biklf jnnnn of solid masonry on the 
inside of the same portal * Old men, 
feeble women, tender children, united 
with the ahio*hodied to accomplish 


1 P btcrlmcx Bor, ▼! 431. 
lx. 132 — Atsbi zniamo cousuTniau loBinm'ta 
inucha gciitc y Boldados— — y <su las icibiu<vs 
que ee labruran, ec combatio algunas vczes, 
por U cstiecbesa del lugar con oraada y 
roilela, por uo poderse apivfVcnar do otrus 
ormas.'' onstond dan sen yaslyk 

schouwsp^ en skurUreegen van hoofden, 
armen, bccncn ecn siceteren vda iugowaxit. 


this work, by which they hoped stlU 
to maintain ihemselves aftw zskve^ 
lin had fallen.^ 

On the Slst of January, afif*r two 
or three days’ cannonade against the 
gates of the Cross and of Saint John, 
and the intervening curtains, Don 
Frederic ordered a midnight assault.^ 
The ^alls had been miicli shattered, 
paH ol tlie Johu’b-gaie was In luius; 
the Sjjanlards mounted the breach in 
great numbers; the city was almost 
taken by surprise; while the Com- 
mander-in-chief, sure of victoiy, order- 
ed the whole of his forces under arms 
to cut otf the population who were tu 
stream panic-struck fiom every is»ue» 
The attack was unexpected, but the 
foity or hfty sentinels deiended the 
walls wlnle they sounded the alaim. 
The tocgiu bells tolled, and the citi- 
zens, whose sleep was not apt to be 
heavy dui Ing that pei ilbus \\ inter, soon 
manned the mmpai-ts again. The day- 
light came upon them while the fierce 
struggle was still at its height The 
besieged, as before, defended them- 
selves with musket anu mpier, with 
melted pitch, with firebrands, wi^ 
clubs and stones, meantime, after 
morning piayers iu the Bpani^ camp, 
the trumpet for a geuerid assault was 
sounded. A tiemendous onset was 
made upon the gate of the Cioss, and 
tho ravehn was vaiuied at last. The 
Sjtjauiards poured into this fort^ se 
long the objeot of^ftSftmttadc, expect 
ing instantly to 8\\cep into the citj 
with sword and fire. As th^ mount- 
ed its waU they became for the fii^ 
time aware of the new and stronger 
fortification which had been secretly 
constructed on the inner side.^ The 
reason why the ravelin had been at 
last conceded was revealed. The ha^f 
moon, whose existence they had not 
suspected, rose before them biisHitig 
with cannon. A sharp fire was in- 
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(tantly t^ncxl upon the besiegers, 
while at we same instant the ravelin, 
which the citizens had undermined, 
blew up with a severe explosion, carry- 
ing into the air all the soldiers who 
had just cnteicd it so triumphantly. 
This « as the turning point The re- 
treat was sounded, and the Spaniards 
fled to their camp, leaving at least 
three hundred dead beneath the walls. 
Thus was a second assault, made by 
an overwhelming force and led by the 
most accomplished generals of Sjiain, 
signally and gloriously repelled by the 
plain burghers of Harlem ^ 

It became now almost evident that 
the city could be taken neither by 
regular approaches nor by sudden 
attack. It was tlieiefore resolved that 
it should be reduced by famine. Still, 
as the winter nore on, the immense 
army without the walls were as great 
sufTerers by that scourge as the popu- 
lation within. The soldiers fell in 
heaps before the diseases engendered 
by intense cold and insufficient food, 
for, as usual in such sieges, these 
deaths far outnumbered those inflicted 
by the enemy's hand. The sufiorings 
inside the city necessarily increas^ 
day by day, the whole population 
being put on a strict allowance of 
food “ Their supplies wore daily 
diminishing, and with the approach 
of the spring and the thawing of the 
iee on the l^e, tb^e was danger that 
they would b., oitmely cut off. If the 
possession of the water were lost, they 
must yield or starve ; and they doubt- 
ed whether the Prince would be able 
to organise a fleet. The gaunt spectie 
of Famine already rose before them 
with a menace which could not be 
' misunderstood. In their misery they 
longed for the assaults of the Span- 
I iar&, that they might look in the 
I face of a less formidable foe. They 
paraded the ramparts daily, wlt^ 
drums beating, colours flying, taunt- 
I ing the besiegers to renewed attempts. 
I To inflame die religious animosity of 
' their antagonists, they attiied thom- 

1 Hoofd, vii 203. 'Mendoza, ix. 184, 186. 
Bor, Ti 432 Bootivi^llo, vii J24 

Bontivoglio, vU. 126. Mendoza, lx. 186 
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selves in the splendid, gold-embroider- 
ed vestments of the priests, which 
they took from the churches, and 
moved about in mock procession, bear- 
ing aloft images bediz^ed in ecclesi- 
astical flneiy, relics, and other sym- 
bols, sacred in Catholic eyes, which 
they afterwards hurled from the i .im- 
parts, or broke, with derisive shouts, 
into a thousand fragments.’ 

It was, however, at that season ear- 
nestly debated by the enemy whether 
or not to raise uio siege.* Don Fi-e- 
deric was clearly of opinion that enough 
had been done for the honour of the 
Spanish arms. He was weaiied with 
seeing his men perish helplc.<sly aioiind 
him, and considered the prize too paltry 
for the lives it must cost His father 
thought dilTerently. Perhaps he re- 
called the siege of Metz, and the 
unceasing regret with which, as he 
believed, his imperial master had re- 
membered the advice received from 
him. At any mte, the Duke now sent 
back Don Bcmaidino de Mendoza, 
whom Don Frederic had despatched to 
Kimwegen, soliciting his father's per- 
mission to raise the siege, with this 
leply: — “Tell Don Frederie,” mid 
Alva, "that if he be not decided to 
continue the siege till the town he 
taken, 1 shall no longer consider him 
my son, whatever my opinion may 
formerly have been. Shouicl he fall in 
the eiege, I will myself take the field to 
maintain it, and when we have both 
perished, the Duchess, my wife, sh-all 
come from Spain to do the same." ’ 

Such language was unequivocal, and 
liostihties were resumed as fieicely as 
before. The besieged welcomed them 
with rapture, and, as usual, made daily 
the most despciate sallies. In one 
outbreak the Harlemors, undef, cover 
of a thick fog, marched up to the 
enemy's chief battery, and attempted 
to spike the guns before his face. They 
were all slain at the cannon's mouth, 
whither patriotism, not vainglory, had 
led them, and lay dead around the 
battery, with their hammers and spikes 

a Bcntivogbo, vii. 121. 
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in their hands.* The some spirit was 
daily manifested. As the sprin'' od- 
yanced the hine went daily out cd the 
gates to their peaceful pasture, not- 
withstanding nil the turmoil within 
and around; Aor was it possible for 
the Spaniards to capture a single one 
of these creatures, without l>aying at 
least a dozen soldiers os its price 
" These citizens,’* wrote Don FVederio, 
"do as much as the best soldiers in 
the world could do.”* 

The frost broke up by the end of 
February. Count Boesu, who had 
been building a fleet of small vessels 
in Amsteidam, soon afterwards suc- 
ceeded in entering the lake with a few 
gun-boats, through a breach which he 
bad made in the Orertoom, about half 
a league from that city.'* The posses- 
sion of the lake was already imperilled. 
The Prince, however, had not been 
'idle, and he, too, was soon ready to 
send his flotilla to the mere.° At the 
same time, the city of Amsterdam was 
in almost as hazardous a position as 
Harlem. As the one on the lake, so 
lid the other depend upon its dyke 
(or_ its supplies. Should that great 
artificial rc^ which led to Muyden 
and Utrecht be cut asunder, Amster- 
dam might be starved as soon as Har- 
lem. “ Since I e.ame into the world,” 
wrote Alva, "I have never been in 
such anxiety. If they should succeed 
in cutting oiT the communication along 
the dykes, we should have to raise the 
siege of Harlem, to surrender, hands 
crossed, or to starvo,"'' Orange was 
fully aware of the position of both 
places, but hs was, os usual, sadly de- 
ficient in men and means. He wrote 
imploringly to his fi lends in England, 
in France, in Germany. He urged 
his brother Louis to luing a few sol- 
diers, -if it were humanly possible. 
" The whole country longs for you,” he 
j WTote to Louis, "as if you wore the 
archangel GabrieL"^ 

The Prince, however, did aU that it 
was possible for man, so hampered, to 
1 Uendoza ix, 182. 

. s Hoofd, vili. 808. 

' s *'Toilo lo 4 U 0 huoionamente podian 
bneer los mejores soldados del mundo.’ — 
, CorreBpondanco de Fhihppo II., ii. 1217, 
i Bor, VI. 438. 


do. He was hinisulf, while anxiously 
writing, and hoping, and waiting for 
supplies of troops from Geimany or 
France, doing his best with such volun- 
teers as he could raise. He was still 
established at Sassenheim, on the south 
of the city, while Sonoy with his slen- 
der forces was encamped on the north. 
He now sent that general with as latge 
a paity as he could muster to attack 
the Diemerdyk.* Hia men entrenched 
themselves aa strongly as they could 
between the Diemer and the T, at 
the same time opening the sluices and 
breaking through the dyke. During 
the absrace of Uieir commander, who 
had graiB to Edam for reinforcements, 
they were attacked by a laige force 
from Amsterdam. A fierce amphi- 
bious contest took place, partly m 
boats, partly on the slippery causeway, 
partly in the water, resembling in cha- 
racter the frequent combats between 
the ancient Batavians and Jtonians 
during the wars of Civilis. The pa- 
triots were eventually overpowered. 

Sonoy, who was on his way to their 
rescue, was frustrated in his design by 
the unexpected faint-heartedness of 
the volunteers whom he had enlisted 
at Edam ° Braving a thousand penl^ 
he advanced, almost unattended, in 
bis little vessel, but only to witness 
the ovcrthiow and expulsion of his 
band.*" It was too late for him singly 
to attempt to rally the retreating 
tioops. They liniv-L--glit well, but 
had been forced to }-ield before su- 
perior numbers, one mdividu^ of the 

1.U.1 1 — ! 1 j prodigies 

flom, had 
I upon the 

dyke, where it was so narrow between 
the Y on the one side and the Diemer 
Lake on the other, that two men could 
hardly stand abreast. Here, armed 
with sword and shield, he bad actually 
opposed and held in check one thou- 
sand of the enemy, durmg a period 
long enough to enable his own men, if 
Ihey b ad been willing, to rally, and e t- 

5 Ibid., VI 430. 437. , 
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little army Uaving performed 
of valour. John Haring, of I 
planted himself entirely alone 
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foctirely to repel the attack. It was 
too late— the battle was too far lost to 
be restored ; but still the brave soldier 
held the post, till, by his devotion, he 
had enabled all those of his com- 
patriots who still remained in the en- 
trenehinents to make good their le- 
treat. He then pluiigeil into the sea, 
and, untouched by spear or bullet, 
effected his escape ^ H.id he been a 
Greek or a Eoiii.an — an Hoiatius or a 
Chabrias — his name would have been 
famous in histoiy — his statue erected 
in the niaikct-jilact , for the bold 
Dutchman on his dyke had manifested 
as much valour in a sacred cause as 
the most cl.issic heioes of antiquity. 

This unsuccessful attempt to cut off 
the communication hotneen Amster- 
dam and the country strengthened the 
hopes of Alva. Several hundreds of 
the patriots were killed or captured, 
and sanong the stun was Antony Uhver, 
the pamter, thiough whose agency 
Louis of Nassau had heen introduced 
into Mons. His head was cut off by 
two ensigns in Aba’s soi-vioe, who re- 
ceived the puce which had been set 
upon it of two thousand caroh.^ It 
was then laboUed with its owner’s 
name, and thrown into the city of 
Harlem.’ At the same time, a now 
gi'ubet was erected in the Spanish 
camp before the city, in a conspicuous 
situation, upon which all the prisoners 
were hanged, some by the neck, some 
by the heels, ii>_tfEfi*^iew of tbeir coun- 
trymen ’ As usual, this especial act 
of cruelty excited the emulation of the 
cltizene. Two of the old board of 
magistrates, bt_,'nging to the Spanish 
poiiiy, were still impiisoned at Hailem, 
together with seven other pel sons, 
among whom was a priest and a boy of 
twelve years. They were now con- 
demned to the gallows ’ The wife of 
one of the ex-burgomastera and his 
daughter, who was a begum, went by 
his Bide aa he was led to execution, 
piously exhorting him to sustain with 
courage the execrations of the p opii- 
1 Hcofd, Tin 800, 301 — CoiDpare Grnon, 
V ^usterer, ArcluTCBdelaMaisond'Orangc, 
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lace and his ignominious doom. The 
i^bbic, in itated by such boldness, were 
not satisfied with wreaking their ven- 
geance on the principal victims, but 
after the execution had taken place, 
they hunted the wifeftind daughter 
into the water, w’here they both per- 
ished.® It is right to recoid these in- 
stances of cruelty, sometimes perpe- 
trated by the patriots as well as by 
their oppressoi-s — a cruelty rendeied 
almost inovibihle by the incrediiilc 
barbarity of the foreign invader. Ifc 
was a war of wolfish malignity. In 
tlie words of Mendoz.s, every man 
within and without Ilailem “seonicd 
iiispiied by a spiiit of special aii'l 
peisoual vengeance ” ^ The imiccciit 
blood poured out in Jlcohlm. Zutphoii, 
Naarden, and upon a thousand scaf- 
folds, had been ciying too long fi om 
the ground. Tlie Holl.indois inu-l 
have been more or less than men not 
to he sometimes betinred into acls 
which justice and reason must de- 
nomico. 

The singular mood which has boon 
recorded of a high-spirited officer of 
the garrison. Captain Corey, illm- 
trated the horror with which such 
scenes of carnage were regarded 1 y 
noble natures. Uf a gentle disposition 
oiiginally, but inflamed almost to in- 
sanity by a contemplation of Spam li 
cruelty, he bad taken up the protcs'-ioii 
of arms, to which he had a iiatuial re- 
pugnance. Brave to i eoklessness, he 
led hiB men on every d.anng outbioak, 
on eveiy perilous midnight adventui e. 
Armed only with his rapier, without 
defensive armour, he was ever foLind 
where the battle raged most floiccly, 
and numeiouB were the nctiins who 
fell before his sword. On returning, 
however, from sucli cxcuisions, he in- 
variably shut himself in bis qdarters, 
took to his bed, and lay for days, sick 
with remorse, and bitterly lamenting 
all that bloodshed in which be h.ad ‘o 
deeply participated, and which a crnci 
fate seemed to render necessar y. A s 

® Ibid. Slcteren, iv. 80. F EiterUncx. 
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the gentle mood subsictod, hia frenzy 
would return, and again be would rush 
to the field, to seek new haroo and 
fieeh victims for his rage ^ 

The combats before the walls were 
of almost doiljr occurrence. On the 
25th March, one thousand of the be- 
sieged made a brilliant sally, drove in 
all the outposts of the enemy, burned 
three hundred tents, and captured 
seven cannon, nine standards, and 
many waggon-loads of provisions, all 
whi<ih they succeeded in bringing mth 
them into the olty Having thus re- 
inforced themselves, in a m.inncr not 
often practised by the citizens of a be- 
leaguered town, in the very face of 
thnty tliousand veterans — having kill- 
ed eight h'lndied of the enemy, nhich 
was nearly one for eveiy man engaged, 
while they lost but four of their own 
party* — the Hailemers, on their re- 
turn, erected a tiophy of funereal but 
exulting aspect. A mound of eaith 
was constructed upon the ramparts, in 
the foim of a colossal grave, in full 
view of the enemy’s camp, and upon 
it were planted the cannon and stand- 
aids so gallantly won in the skiiiiiinh, 
with the taunting insciiiition floatmg 
from the centre of the mound, " Har- 
lem is the grave-yard of tho Span- 
iards.” ^ 

Such wore the charaoteriotics of this 
famous siege during tho winter and 
earlj' spiing. Alva might well wiito 
to Ills sovpieign, that “it was a war 
such OB never before was seen or heaid 
of in any land on earth ” “ Yet the 
Duke had known near sixty years of 
warfare. He informed Philip that 
“ jieoer vas a place defended mOi such 
shll cmd bravery as Harlem, either by 
rebels or by men fighting for their Liw- 
fui Prince ” * Certainly his son had 
discovered his mistake in asserting 
that the city would yield in a week ; 

# while the father, after nearly six years' 
experience, had found this “ people of 
hatter ” less malleahle than even those 
"iron people” whom be boasted of 
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having tamed. It was seen that neither 
the skies of Greece or Ibsly, nor tho 
Bubbme scenery of Switzerland, were 
necessary to arouse the spirit of defi- 
ance to foreign oppression — a spirit 
which beat os proudly among the 
wintry mists and the level meadows 
of Holland as it hod ever done under 
sunnier atmospheres and in more ro- 
mantic lands. 

Mendoza had accomplished his mis- 
sion to Spain, and had returned with 
supplies of money withm sis weeks 
from the date of his departure.^ 
Owing to his representations, and 
Alva’s entreaties, Philip had, more- 
over, ordered Reqiiesens, governor of 
Mi],m, to send forward to the Nether- 
lands thiee veteran Spanish regiments, 
nhioh n ere now more required at Hai> 
lom tlinii in Italy.® While the land 
force had thus been sti engthonud, the 
fleet upon tho lake had also been 
largely incro.ised. The Piinoe of 
Orange had, on the other hand, pro- 
vided moie than a hundred ssiil of 
various desoriptioiis,® so that the whole 
surface of the mere was now alive 
with ships. Sea fights and slarmishes 
took place almost daily, and it was ob- 
vious that the life and death struggle 
was now to bo fought upon tho wat^. 
So long as the Hollanders could hold 
or dispute the possession of the lake, 
it was still possible to succour HarleiQ 
from time to time. Should the Spa- 
niards overcome tb^ JP-nee ’s fleet, tho 
city must inevitably starve. 

At last, on the 2Sth of May, a de- 
cisive engagement of the fleets took 
place. The vessele grappled with each 
other, and there was a long, fierce,- 
hand-to-hand combat. Under Bossu- 
were one bundled vessels; under ' 
Martin Brand, admiral of the patriot 
fleet, nearly one hundred and fifty, 
but of lesser dimensions. Batenburg ‘.j, 
commanded the troops on board the 
Dutch vessels. After a protracted ‘. 
conflict, m W'hich several thousands ' 
were killed, the victory was decided 
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in faronr of the Spaniards. Tvrent7- 
two of the Prince’s Tesaels being cap- 
tured, and the rest totally routed, 
Bossu swept across the lake m tn 
nmph The foits belonging to the 
patiiots w ere immediately taken, and 
the Hailemers, with their fi lends, en 
tirely excluded from the 1 ike t 

This i,aa the beginning of the end. 
Pespair took possession of the city 
The whole population had been long 
subsisting upon an allowance of a 
pound of biead to each man, and half 
a pound for each woman, but the 
bieod was now exhausted, the famine 
had already begun,® and with the loss 
of the lake stanation was close at 
their doois. They sent uigent en 
tieaties to the Pimce to attempt 
something in their behalf Thiee 
weeks more they assigned as the 
longest term during whieh they could 
possibly hold out* Ha sent them 
word by earner pigeons to endure yet 
a httla time, for he was assembling 
a force, and would at,ll succeed in 
funnshmg them with supplies * Mean 
time, through the month of Juno the 
Buffermgs of the inhabitants increased 
hourly. Ordinary food had long since 
vamshed The population now sub 
Bisted on hnseed and rape seed, as 
these aupplies weie exhausted they 
devoured cats, dogs, rata, and mice, 
and when at lost these unclean animals 
had been all consumed, they boiled the 
hides of horseg^sd oxen, they ate 
shoe leather, plucked the nettles 
and grass from the graveyaids, and the 
weeds which grew between the stones 
of the pavement, that w ith such food 
they might still euppoit hfe a little 
longer, till the promised succour should 
arrive Men, w om en, and childi en f ell 
dead by scores m the streets, peiishmg 
of pure starvation, and the survivors 
had hardly the heart or the strength 
to buiy them out of their sight They 
who yet lived seemed to flit like 
shadows to and fro, envymg those 
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whose sufferings had alieady been ter 
minated by death " 

Thus wore away the month of June 
On the Ist of July the buighers con 
sented to a parley Deputies were 
sent to confer with th^ besiegers, but 
the negotiations were abruptly tei mi- 
nated, for no terms of coinnromii,e w ci s 
admitted by Don Eredeiio® On the 
Sd a tremendous cannonade was ic 
opened upon the city One thou aiul 
and eight balls were discbaiged — the 
most which had ever been thiown m 
one day since the commencement of 
the siege® The walls wcie scieiely 
shatteied, but the assault was not 
ordered, because the bcsio,^ci^ weie 
assured that it was pliy ically im 
possible for the inhabitants to hold 
out many days longei • A la t letter, 
written in blood,® was now deipatchcd 
to the Prince of Orange, stating the 
forlorn condition to which they weie 
1 educed At the same time, with tl c 
deiision of de pin, they flung into the 
hostile camp the few loaves of bread 
which yet lemamed within the cit\ 
walls A day or two later, a second 
and third parley were held, with no 
moio satis&ctoiy result than had at 
tended the fiist A black flag was 
now hoisted on the cathedral toi ei, 
the signal of despair to fiiend and foe, 
but a pigeon soon afteiwards flew into 
the town w ith a letter from the Prince, 
begging them to mamtam themselves 
two days lon^r, because succour was 
approaching*® 

The Prmce had indeed been doing 
all which under the circumstance-, 
was possible He assembled the citi 
rons of Delft m the maiket place, and 
announced hia intention of maiching 
m person to the relief of the city, in 
the face of the besieging army, if any 
troops could be obtained** Slaldiers 
there weie none, but there was the 
deepest sympathy for Harlem thioiigh- 
out Its sister cities. Delft, Itottei d on, 
Gouda A numerous mass of buighci-, 
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many of them persons of station, all 
people of respectability, voltmteered 
to march to rescue. The Prince 
highly disapproved^ of this miscellane- 
ous army, whose steadfastness he could 
not trust. As ) soldier, he knew that 
for such a momentous enterprise en- 
thusiasm could not supply the place 
of experience. I7eyertheless, as no 
rogular troops could be had, and os 
the emergency allowed no delay, he 
drew up a commission, appointing 
Paulua Buys to be governor during 
his absence, and provisional stadholder, 
should befall in the expedition - Pour 
thousand armed volunteers, with six 
hundred mounted troopei'S, under 
Carlo de Noot, had been assembled, 
and the Pinice now placed himself at 
their head.* There was, hoi.ever, a 
umvcTsal cry of remonstrance fiom the 
iiiagistracics and buighcrs of all the 
towns, and fi om the troops themselves, 
at this project * They would not con- 
tent that a life so precious, so indis- 
peusable to the existence of Holland, 
should be needlessly hazarded. It was 
important to succour Harlem, but tbo 
I’nnoe was of move value than many 
I'ltics He at hist i cluctantly consented, 
therefore, to abandon the command of 
ihe expedition to Baron Batenbuig,* 
the less willingly from the want of 
confidence which he could not help 
feehiig in the character of the forces 
On the 8th of July, at dusk, the expe- 
dition set forth from Sasscidieim." It 
numbered nearly five thousand men, 
who bad with .them four bundled 
waggon-loads of piorisions and seven 
field-pieces,’’ Among the volunteeis, 
Oldenbameveld, afterwards so illustri- 
ous in the history of the Bepnbkc, 
marched in the ranks, ivithhis musket 
on his shouldei.’ Such i\ as a sample 
of the spirit which pervaded the popu- 
lation of the province. 

Batenburg came to a bolt in the 
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woods of Hoi-dwyk, cn the south side 
of the city, where he remained till 
midnight.” All seemed still in the 
enemy 8 camp. After prayers, he gave 
orders to pu^ forward, hoping to steal 
through the lines of his sleeping adver- 
saries and accomplish the relief by 
surprise.*” He was destined to be 
bitterly diaappomted. His plans and 
bis numbers were thoroughly known 
to the Spamards, two doves, heaiing 
letters which contained the details of 
the mtended expedition, having been 
shot and brought into Hon Hiraeric'a 
camp.’* 

The citizens, it appeared, bad bro- 
ken through the cm-tam woik on the 
side wheio Batenburg was expected, in 
order that a sally might be made m 
oo-operation with the rehevmg force, - 
as soon as it should appear.*” Signal 
files had been agreed upon, by which 
the besieged woi o to be made aware of 
the approach of their fi lends. The 

Spanish Commander accordingly or- 
dered a mass of green branches, pitch, 
and straw, to bo lighted opposite to 
the gap in the city wall Behktd it ho 
stationed five thousand picked troops.”* 
Vive thousand more, with a force of 
cavaliy, wore placed in the neighbour- 
hood of the douns, with orders to at- 
tack the patriot ai my on th left. Six 
regiments, under Bomero, were or- 
deicd to more eastw.'ird, and iiSBivl 
thcii' light.’* The dense mass of smoke 
coucoalcJ the beac-.ijyd^ displayed 
by Batciibiug from tue ocsei ration of 
the townspeople, and bid tbo five thou- 
sand Spaniaids from the advancing 
Hollanders As Batenburg emerged 
from the wood, he found himself at- 
tacked by a force superior to bis own, 
wbilo a few minutes later he was 
entiiely enveloped by overwhelming 
mimbers. The whole Spanish army 
was, indeed under arms, and had been 
expsoling bun for two days *® The 
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imfe rfamate dtizcns alone were igno I beet force which could be muetered b) 
rant of his arrivaL The noiee of the make head against the benieging army 
pn nflic fc they supposed to be a false had been cut to pieces, and the Prince 
alnm n created by the S]janiards, to of Orange, with a heavy heart, now 
draw them into their camp; and they sent word that the burghers weie to 
declined a challeugo ^^hlch th^ were make the best terms ^ey could ^ntb 
in no condition to accept,^ Batenbiirg the enemy.** 

was soon sliin, and bis troops utterly The tidings of despair cr&ited a ter- 
rouled. The number killed was van- rible commotion in the starving city, 
ously estimated at from six hundred There was no hope cither in submia^oi 
to two and even throe thousand^ It or resistance. Massacre or staiwation 
is, at any rate, certain, that the whole was the only alternative. But if there 
force was entirely dcstioyed or dis> was no hope within the walls, without 
persed, and the attempt to relieve the there was still a soldieris death. For 
city completely fi ii&tinted. The death a moment the garrison, and the able- ' 
of Batenburg was the less regietted, bodied citizens resolved to advance 
because he was accused, probably with from the gates in a solid coluum, to 
great injustice, of halving been uitoxi- cut their way through th(* enemy’s 
cated at the time of action,^ and there- camp, or to peiish on tiie fiolcL^ It 
fore incapable of properly conducting was thought that the helpless and the 
the enterprise entrusted to him. infirm, lio wouhl alone bo left in the 

The Spaniards now cut off the nose city, might be treated n ith indulgence 
and ears of a prisoner and sent him after the fighting men had all been * 
into the city to announce the nens, slam. At any irilp, by remamuig the 
while a few heads were aKo thrown stioug could noithei piotect nor com* 
over the walla to coufinu the intelh- foit them. As s>i>n, however, os this 
gence.^ 'VS'hon this decisive overthrow | re«oIve was known, there was such 
became known in Delft, thcie was even availing and outciy of women and chil* 
an outbreak of indignalion against dren as pierced the hearts of the sob 
Orange. According to a statement of diers and bnigheis, and caused them 
Alva, which, however, is to bo i oceived to foi ego the project.® They felt that 
with great distrust, some of the popu- it was cowardly not to die in their 
lace wished to sack the Pi luce’s house, presence. It was then detennmed to 
and oficred him personal indignities.^ fonn all the females, the sick, the aged, 
Oei’tainly, if these demonstrations were and the children, into square, to 
mode, popular anger was never more surround them with all the able-bodied | 
senseless; but thn. tale rests cntiicly men who still remained, and thus ar< i 
upon a vagCfrts^rtion of the Duke, rayed to fight their way forth from J 
and is entirely at vaiiance with cverv the gates, and to conquer by llie 
other contemporaneous account of strength of d(‘.?pair, or at lea&t tc 
these transactioua. It had uow be- peri-jh all together,** 
come absolutely necessary, how ever. These desperate projects, w’hich the 
for the heroic but wretched town to besieged were rhougUt quite cajiable 
abandon itself to its fate It was of executing, were soon known in the 
imfiOBBiblo to attempt anything more Spanish camp. Don Frederic felt, 
in its behalf. The lake and its forts after what he had witnessed^in the 
were in the hands of the enemy, the post seven months, that there was 

in;? to those of tho victors from ono thou- 
&uid five hundred to three thousand. 
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notning wnicn we uarxemers couia 
Dot do OT dare. He feared lest they 
should set file to their city, and con- 
sume their houses, themsdres, and 
their children, to ashes together;^ 
and ho was unwilling that the fruits 
of his victoiy, pirchased at such a vast 
expense, should be snatched from his 
baud as he was about to gather them. 
A letter was accordingly, by his oidei, 
;ent to the magistracy and leading 
sitizens, in the name of Count Orer- 
stein, commander of the German forces 
in the besieging army.* This despatch 
invited a surrender at disci etiou, but 
contamed the solemn assurance that | 
no punishment should be indicted ' 
sxcept upon those who, in the judg- • 
ment of the citizens themselves, had 
deserved it, and proiuisod ample for- 
giicness if the tenii should submit 
without further delay.^ At the ino- 
ment of sendmg this letter, Don I'rc- 
deno was m possession of atiict orders 
fram his father not to leave a man 
aiive of the garrison, excepting otUy 
the Germans, and to execute besides 
a large number of the buighere.* 
Theve commands he dared not dr obey, 
even if he had fell any inclination to 
do so. In consequence of the semi- 
olficial letter of Ovorstein, however, 
the city foimally surrendered at dis- 
ci etiou on the 12cli July.^ 

The great bell was tolled, and orders 
were issued that all aims in the pos- 
session of the gamson or the inhabi- 
tants should be brought to the town- 
house.'' The men were then oidcrcJ 
to assemble in the cloister of Zyl, the 
w'linen in the cathedraL' On the 
same day Hon Frederic, accompanied 
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po quo todos lop quo quisiossen quedar enla 
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cordia ” — is 204 The assuraace in Count 
Overstein's letter, according to the uniform 
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oy oounp bobsu ana a nonaerous staJi^ 
rode into the city. The scene which 
met his view might hare mored a 
heart of stone. Brerywhere was eri* 
deuce of the misery which liad been 
BO bravely endured during mat seven 
months’ siege. The smouldering ruins 
of houses whicli had been set on fh-e 
by balh, the shattered fortidcations, 
the felled trunks of tices, upturned 
j»avenicrits, broheii u.inges, and other 
matonals for repaii mg gaps made by the 
daily cannonade, strmvn around in all 
diicctions, the skeletons of unclean ani- 
mals fiom which the desh had been 
gnawed, the unbuned bodies of men 
and uo]n<=-n who had fallen dead in 
the ]mbho thoioughfaies — ^more than 
all, the gaunt and emaciated forms 
of tho?e who f^tiU survived, the ghv-ls 
of their former selves — all might 
ha\e induced at leafst a doubt wlie- 
tliei the EuCVrmg inflicted alieaily 
were cot a sufllcicnt puiushiaent, even 
for crimes so deep as heresy and 
achiatn. jBut this v..ts /.ir from being 
the sentiment of X)ou Frederic. Ho 
seemed to read deflauoe cs well as 
despair in the sunkon eyes which 
glared upon him aa bo entered the 
place, and he took no thought of the 
pledge 'which he had informally but 
8acrc«Uy given. 

All the ohicerB of the garrison were 
at once ancoted. Some of them had 
anticipated the ."enteDce of then* eun- 
queror by a vohint.ii'y de.ith. Cairtain 
Bojdct, a French onfAM>«^dhtinctian, 
like Brutus, compelled his seivant to 
hold the sword upon which he fell, 
rather tliuH yield himself alive to the 
vengeance of the tSpauiards.^ Traits 
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of generority were not wonting In 
etead of Peter Ha&oelaer, a young 
officer who had dieplo} ed remarloible 
bravely throughout the eiege, the 
Spaniords by iru&take arieited hie 
couBin Nicholas The piieoner -jyas 
mifleiing himself to be led an ay to 
the inevitable scaffold without reinon 
Etianoe, when Petei Haoselaer pushed 
Lib way violently through the ranks 
of the captors “If you want Ensign 
Hasselaer, I am the man Let this 
innocent person depart, he ciied.* 
Sefoie the sun set his head had fallen 
Ali ilw oShefs noe tikes to the 
House of Kleef, where they were 
immediately ea.ecuted.-' Captain Rip 
perda, who had so heroically rebuked 
the craven conduct of the magistiaoy, 
whose eloquence had mflamed the 
soldiers and citizens to lesistance, and 
vhose skill and courage had suatamed 
the siege so long, was among the first 
to suffer ‘‘ A natural son of Caidinil 
QianveUe, who could have e i<,ily 
saved hiu life by proclaiming a paiont 
age which he loathed < and Lancelot 
Brederode, an illegitimate scicn of 
that ancient house, were alao among 
these earliest victims 
The next dav aIv a came o\ er to the 
camp He rodo about the plac« ex 
ammmg the ccnrhtiou of the fortifica 
tione from the outside, but retnmed 
to Amsterdam without having enteied 
the city’ On the following mornmg 
the massacre commenced The plun 
der had be>iiJ>ee!llhiuted for two hun 
died and foity thousand guilders, 
which the citizens hound themselves 
to pay m four mstalments , ^ but mur 
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der was an indispensable accompani 
ment of Tiotory, and admitted of no 
compiomise Moreover, Alva hod 
alre^y expressed the determmation 
to effect a general massacre upon this 
occasion' The gam^n, during the 
siege, had been redifced from four 
thousand to eighteen hundred^ Of 
these the Germans, six hundied in 
numbei, were, by Alva's oidui, di*) 
misted, on a pledge to serve no more 
against the King All tho i cst r t the 
gainson were immediately butchered, 
with at leist as many citizeiib Dium« 
metv neat about the citj pio 

claiming that all who hii homed per- 
sons having, at any foimer peiiod, 
been fugitives, weie immedntely to 
give them up, on pain of being m 
stantly hanged themselves in their 
own doors Upon these refugees and 
upon the soltbciy fell the brunt of the 
alaughtei , altlioiigh, from day to daj, 
leasons were perpetual]} di&covoied 
for putting to death c\ti> individual 
at all di6tin„m hed by seivice, station, 
wealth, or libeial principles, for the 
cainago could not be accomplished at 
once, but, with all the industiy and 
heaitmeNB employed, was neces'^aiily 
piotracted thiough several days I ive 
executioneis, with their attendants, 
were kept constantly at work, aue. 
when at last they w cro exhausted w ith 
fatigue, or perhaps sickened with hor 
ror, thiee hundred wretches were tied 
two and two, bock to back, and drow n 
ed in the Harlem Lake * 

At lost, after twenty three hunthed 
human creatures had been mui 1 i cd 
in cold blood, within a city wheie so 


Compare Uendoaa la 20j Boutivo^lio, 
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disgust that any one Bhoiud be moved to 
compaswion for fate of tiieee hcTotics 
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lujo.j X Boyd Fever Atttt<uied. 

tnary t^iQ pajfcnfe bad pTeviousIy per- 
iahed by violent or by lingenng’ deaths; 
fb f* blaspbezuouB farce of a pardon was 
enacted 4 * Fifty-Beven of the moat 
prominent bui^en of the place werOj 
however, exee^ed from the act of j 
amneBty, and taken into custody as 
security for the future good conduct 
of the other citizens. Of these host- 
ages some were soon executed, some 
died in prison, and all would have 
been eventually sacndced, had not the 
naval defeat of Bossu soon afterwards 
enabled iha Prince of Omngfrto rescue , 
the remainmg prisoners". Ten thuu- 


bad required thirty thousand diotee 
troapa, among nhich were three resi* 
mentB called by lespectivelr, the 
"IhTmcihles,” the ‘'fnu^rtais, ' and 
the Nonesuch/* ^ to confer the 
weakest city of Holi^d in seven 
months, and with the h*ss of twelve 
thousand men; how miny men, hoir 
long a time, and how many daath* 
would it icxjuire ^ reduce the rest of 
tb«tt little pronnee 1 For, as the sack 
of Xaarden had produced the ecBtrary 
effect irom the one intended, inflam- 
ing rather than subduing the qiirit of 
Dutch ^e•i^'ance, so ^e long ozhI 


sand two hundred and fifty-six shuts glonu-is dUern-a of Harlem, notiviUi. 
bad been discharged against the r.alls ' standing its tiagicil tenninatiui], had 


duiang the siege.* Twelve thoikjmi only served to strain to the highosi 
of the hesieging army had dn.d of [ pitch tha hatred and patriotism of tha 
wounda or disease, during the seven ' ^ 

montha and two daya, Mween the 
mvestment and the surrender.* In 
the earlier part of August,* after the 


executions had been satisfactorily ac- 
compliahed, Don Prederie made his 
triumphal entiy, and the first chapter 
in the mvaaion of Holland ivas closed. 
Such was the memorable siege of Hir- 
lem, an event in which we are ealtcd 


other cities m the proTmot Even 
the traisures of the Siew W’cdd xeera 
inadequate to fay fur the conquest of 
that httU sand-bank. 'Within five 
Tears, twenty-hve midirns cf CoriM 
had heeu sent fmm Spiin for war ex* 
penscs in the Xetherlinds.* Yet thi. , 
amount, mth the additi- 
sums amiuallr dtri^ ^ , 

twBs* of five ' smm tmough all the canala 

upon to wonder equally at | pitw^s After giving these de- 

nAVMMfrw A.A ^ a . i * . ^anln 41 vb VNiwIpb na^rlBrl ■w .i m«BaV nT«- 
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capamiy to indict and to endure I estinr 
miseiy. a 

The Spaniards celebrated a victorv 

while in Utrecht they made an eS* 
o! the Prince of Oiange, which 
carried about in procession '™S himself 
upon the wheel, and burned’ ^ aulhoiity 

however, obvious, that if t! 
tiou of Harlem were a ti* which he wae 
was one which the oonquorasp:— such was 
well exchange for a defe"^'* -Alva’s 

it was certain that 
Hnpire was not strong s’ 
ton many more suok and disgrace- 

— ^eaoh complained to 

AmgMet tai than it u es®'*' according to his 
Bpnanh TOtKB who, aa nf>s a martyr to the 
which t hut the meekness 
thoclandcuffltlw '*5~-AlTa, “ relations 

^watail as Ugh rw comer, w'as wonderful, if 
ho^oelieve the accounts furnieh- 
nZ p ^ ^g'aaelf and by his confidential 
•tat ■ ' ,* On the other hand, Medina 
JjKf.Vtiil 

^ BAV vf dsn I 


■ Jior, yl iifUMii eu 

* je Pliilippt 

* Accttdjfig ti lie 1298, 


'6 IL, ii. 120& 
H77. 


tails, tliu Duke added, with great ap- 
pearance of Caandoiir and meekness, 
tlmt he was certain Medina Coeh had 
only been influenced by extreme zeal 
for ITis Maje&ty’s service, aucl that, 
finding so little for him to do in the 
Kctherlands, he dissatia- 

licd with his position/ 

Immediately after the fall of Har- 
lem, another attempt 'was made by 
Alva to win back the allegiance of 
the other cities by proclamations. It 
had become obvious to the Governor, 
that so determined a resistance on the 
part of the first place besieged auguied 
many long campaigua befoie the whole 
province could be subdued. A circular 
was accoidiugly issued upou the 26th 
July fioni Utrecht, and published im- 
mediately afteiivards in all the cities 
of the Nctlici lands It was a paper of 
bingular character, commingling an af- 
fectation of almost ludicrous clemency, 


» Ibid, ii.J17b llTf, 1178. 

« Ibid., u 1178. * “ Ibid. 

« Ibid., it 1198. r Ibid. 
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msgie. The Uood of twenty-three Prince of Orange was neither dismayed 
hundredof his fdlow-cieatureB— coldly nor despondent. As usual; he trusted 
murdered; by l»iq ordci S; in a single to a higher power th an man. ** I had 
iflty — proved for the sanguinary mo* hoped to send you better news,” he 
narch the of life *. he dranh and wrotC; to Count Xiouis^*^ nevertheless, 
was refreshed. The pnncipal medir since it has otherwise pleased the good 
dne which has ^ti/red his Hlajeaty/* wrote God, we must conform ouiaelves to His 
Secretary Cayas from Madrid to Alv^ Divine will. I take the samo God to 
“is the joy caused to Tiim hy the good witness that I have done everything 
»ciC8 which you have -commumcated of according to my means, which wai 
the sitrrender of Ifarlem ** ^ In the possible, to succour the city.*‘ A fow 
height of hia esiiltation, the King for- days later, writing in the same 
\ got how much dissatisfaction he had he infoimed his bi other that the Zea- 
j recently felt with the progress of events landers had succeeded in captui mg the 
''J in the Keiherlands ; how much trea- castle of Rammekens, on tlie i^lc of 
f sure had been annually expended with Walcheren. “ I hope,” he and, 'Hliat 
' an insufficient result. "Knowing your this will reduce the pi ido of our ene- 
-neoMsity," continued Cayas, " hid mies, who, after the sun cniler of 
jesfyinstantly sent for Doctor Velasco, Harlem, have thought that they were 
and ordered niw» to provide you with about to swallow its .ihvc. I a(;*'inc 
funds, if he had to descend into the myself, however, that they will find a 
Otrth to dig for it.” ^ Tyhile such was veiy ditferont piece of woik fioia ihe 
the exultation of the Spaniards, the one which they expect.” * 


Brederode, . 

that ancient houo. CHAPTER IX. 

these earliest victims. 

The next day Alva came for bun by olovatcd peibOuagos-^^uarrelB betwuL>a 

camn He rode nhnnf. ths Uttci— Complaints to tho King by oath oi tbs 

flTniii*..* 41. 1^ by govcrnioDnt to tho people of tic Nuthcr* 

amiuing tUe condition of the fortibcires^— Mutmoas dcmoustiatioii of the Bpinuti 
tious from the outside, but retumed ^*cc* with dilficulty, restored by Alva— C ct»- 
to Amsterdam without haa-ing euteied monnccs ot Hie Uukf^Eiicoun.mn? 

Ht. 4k.. 4r.KTi. o tuitions m Alkmaor for defence— The tirpt 
ty. On the following mommg ror, ta^ storm a second time — ^iSxpcUit.on 
we massacre commenced. The plun- two anc/lood the country— The (Jarpcntci’s 
der had beci^iO^dllSmuted for two hun- ed in the^^ SpanuirJs— The rtwse.l 

thousand gullderB, At 

wmcA the ciuzena bound themselves human creaiubsotiumt death— l«j|,'otiatioi \ 
to pay in four instalments y ^ but mur- in cold bloord to the St i5tithoioincv\— ill i 

- - ‘ of the SjaiiJili g'lVLijiniLiit— 

welcke,” continues Sterlincx, ‘Men kneat ftimnare uspn.in-uis ol ibsit 

near lango weygheren volbiagt heefc.*’— vn 129* 

KortoBesohiyv , etc .etc 1^7- ptv;,crihca bj 

* Hoofil viiL 816 * Wn* y Count Ltjuis to Clmilos IX 

a Bor. w Wl Beutivo^j^.sg., I the » BpisUo”- 

« P. Storlinoi Hoord, Vlll. SU tto wty Zoo-Cjpti-rit^or Bo,=.. 

• Bor, Ti 441 Moteroii. ir 80 I "P™ admmiati.i 
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I^^rfMondoucet, 14th July lsra. Cor- eabrera, on the oontrm 
Mondouoet, diagust teat any oneS 
Sa ^ compassion for the Jate of i 

; ^ “ Thie IB the number 

Hit Hoofd, rid. fOoirospondance do Philip 
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Wliile he coniwued to be the abject 
o{ a popular hatred as intense as ever 
glowed, he had gradually lost his hold 
upon those who, at the outset of his 
career, had been loudest and lowest in 
their demonstritions of respect. " Be- 
lieve me,” wrote Secretary Albomoz to 
Secretary Cayas, "this people abhor 
our nation worse than they abhor the 
DeviL As for the Duke of Alva, they 
foam at the mouth when they hear his 
name Vighus, although still m-oin- 
taining smooth relations with the 
Governor, had been, in reality, long 
since estranged from him. Kven Aer- 
sdhot, foi whom the Duke had long 
maintained an intimacy h.ilf aft'eotion- 
ate, half cnntcinptuous, now began to 
tie.it him ivith a contumely which it 
was difficult for so piuud a stomach to 
digest 3 

But the main source of discomfoi-t 
W.SS doubtless tbe piescnco of Medina 
Coeli. This was the perpetual thorn 
in his side, which no cunning could 
extiact. A successor who would not 
and could not succeed him, yet who 
attended him as his sh.idow and his 
evil genius— a oonfldontiai coUorgue 
who betiayed his confidence, mocked 
his projects, derided his authority, and 
yet complained of 111 treatment — a 
iival who was neither coiiipoer nor 
subaltern, and w ho aUccted to be his 
censor — a functionary of a purely ano- 
malous chaiiacter, sheltering hmiself 
nndcr his abnegation of an authoiity 
which he had not dated to assume, 
and criticising measures which he was 
not competent to grasp ; — such v/as 
the Duke of Medina Coeli, lu Alva’s 
estimation. 

The bickering between the two I 
Dukes became unceasing and disgrace- 
ful. Of com'se, each complomed to 
the Bang, and each, according to his 
own account, was a martyr to the 
othei'’a tyranny ; but the meekness 
manifested by Alva, in all his relations 
with the new comer, was vionderful, if 
we are to believe the accounts fumiA- 
cd by himself and by his confidential 
secretaty.’ On the other hand, Medina 

1 **£acupoii eii oil su nomore.” — Corre- 
spond do FhUippo 11., li, 1208. 

s Ibid., li. 1288, 1177. 
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Coeli wi'Ote to the King, complaining 
of Alva in most unmitigated strains, 
and asserting that he was himself never 
allowed to see any despatches, nor to 
have the slightest mformation as to 
the policy of the government* He 
reproached the Duke with shiinkmg 
from personal participation in mihtaiy 
operations, and begged the royal for* 
givcncss if he withdrew from a scene 
wheio he felt himself to be super- 
fluous.* 

Accoidingly, towards the end of 
November, he took his departure, 
w-ithoiit paying his respects The 
Governor complained to the King of 
this uncerenioniouB proceeding, and 
assured His Majesty that never were 
courtesy and gentleness so ill requited 
as his had been by tills ingrate and 
cankeied Duke. “ He told me,” said 
Aha, "that if I did not stay m the 
field, he would not remain with me 
in peaceful ciiics, and he asked me if I 
intended to march into Holland with 
the tioops which weio to winter theie. 
I answeicd, that I should go wherever 
it was necessary, oven should I be 
obliged to swim through all the canals 
of Holland.” • After giving these de- 
tails, the Duke added, with great ap- 
pearanco of candour and meekness, 
that he was ccitoin Medina Cosh had 
only been influenced by extreme zeal 
for His Majc.sty’s service, and that, 
finding BO little for him to do in the 
Nelheilauds, he hi*i*i^me dissatis- 
fied with his position 7 

Immediately after the fall of Har- 
lem, another attempt was made by 
Alva to win b,ack the allegiance of 
the other cities by proclamations. It 
had become obvious to the Governor, 
that so determined a resistance on the 
p.u’t of the first place besieged augured 
many long campaigns before the whole 
province could be subdued A circular 
was accoidingly iasued upon the 2t>th 
July ficiin Utrecht, and published im- 
inciliitcly afteiwaids m all the cities 
of the Nethci hinds. It was a paper of 
singular chaiactor, commmghng an at- 
festation of almost ludicrous clemeni^, 


» Ibid , 11 Jill, 1177, 1178. 

« Ibid., 11 UTS ' • Ibid. 

« Ib<<l . il 1183. 7 Ibid. 



with honeat and hearty bnitahty 
There Tras consequently something 
▼eiy grotesque shout the document 
Fhihpj in the outsidCj via mode to 
Bustam toviards hia undutiful subjects 
the chaiicteis of the broodmg hen and 
the piodigd’s father, a lange of im 
pciaonaiion hardly to be illoued him, 
even by the most abject flattery "Ye 
are well aivixe," thus ran the address, 
•‘that the King has, over and over 
sgiin, mamfchtod his willingness to 
receive hio childicn m however ioilom 
a condition the piodigils might return 
His Majesty assures jou once nioie 
that your sms, however bh k thev 
may have been, shall be foi given and 
forgotten in the plenitude of loj il 
kmdness, if }ou lepent and return in 
season to hiB Majc-atj B embr ice I<ot 
»witlistandmg jour manifold crimes, 
his Majesty still seeks, like a lien call 
mg luT daeltns, to galhet you all undo 
l^e paienial wing The King hereby 
warns you once more, thoicfoic, to 
place yourselves in his lojal lianls 
and not to wait fji liio taje auclti/ 
and fmg, and the apiiovcli of his 
anny ’ 

The ofifeotionato chancier of tli 
‘addiesa, oheidj filling t \ aitU the 
end of the iireimblo, s ion cliaiioes ti 
bittcincss Iho domestic n aternol 
fowl dilates mto the saugumary diagcn 
os the address proceeds ' But it, 
contmues the monarch, " ye disi egard 
these ofTeis of receivmg them 

with closed ‘^rKsTas heretofore then 
we warn you that there is no iigour, 
nor crueltj , how cv ci gi e it w Inch j ou 
Bie not to expeot bj laying vviste, 
star rat on, and the svvoid, in siicli 
manner that nowhere shall lemain a 
9 tltc of that which at prevmt e iids, but 
his Majesty will strip bare and tUlul / 
depopulate the land, and cause it to be 
inhabited again ly stiangeie, since 
otherwise his Majesty could not be 
lieve that the will of God and of hn 
Majesty had been accomplished ^ 

It IS almost supeifluous to add that 
this cuculor lemamed fruitless The 
royal wrath, thus blasphemously iden 

V The document is nublishcd lu Bor ve 
MS, MS • 

Bor, VI 4M < Ihid,vu 4M, K'S 


tifymg itseU with Divine vengeance, 
inspired no terror, the royal hlondioh 
ments no affection 

The next pomt of attack was the 
city of Alkmaar, sitnate quite at the 
termination of the Fefunsula, among 
the lagunes and redeemed prauies if 
No’-th Holland The Prmoe of Oiaii^o 
had already provided it with a siiiiU 
gammon* The city had been sun 
monod to sui render by the middle if 
July, and hod letumcd a bold refund ' 
Meantime, the hpamaids had letiiuL 
hombefoie the walls, while the u 
lender and ehostisement of Hi lem 
occui led them dm mg the n at s 
ceeding vv ceks The month of V i i t 
moieovei, was mamly consuiiel ly 
Alva in quellmg a dmoOious and pio 
ti acted mutiny, whiih bioke out 
among the Sj inish s lilicis it Hi 
1cm * between thieo and fom tlioinand 
of them having been quartered upon 
the ill fated pop ilation of tbit citv 
Dncoasing misiij w is on mod bj tlia 
11 b 1 itantd at the hands ot the ferooi 
ons feiiuaicla flushed with victoij 
piutmoua for long aneais of pay, and 
gicody for the booty which hod been 
ilonicd. At time , however, the fiiiy 
of the BoldiDiy was more violently i\i 
ipcted loauist then own coiumanilei s 
than against the enemy A projo t 
was even foimecl by the malcontent 
troops to deliver Hailcm lito the 
hands of Oiange A paity of them 
disgvuscd as Bvltic mei chants, waite L 
upon the I’nnco at Deltt, and weie se 
eietlj admitted to his bedside bofoie 
he had iisen They declared to him 
that thoyweie Spanish sildieis win 
hod compassion on his cause, w ei o dn 
satisCed with their own guvoinrnrul 
and were ready upon i eceij t of forty 
thousand giiildeid to deliver the city 
mto his hauls Ihe Pimce tofAr the 
matter into eonsideiation, and pi i 
mised to accept the offer if be could 
laiBO the leqiured sum This, hew 
evei, he found himself unable to do 
within the stuiulated time, and thus, 
for want of so paltry a sum, the offer 
was of necessity dechned.'* 

* Ibid lloofd, viu 817 B Bor, VI 418 

V 016101011 IV 81 noofd (viii S18J also 
tells the story, but docs not vourh for u 
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Varioits were tbo escoases committed 
hf the insubordinate troops in every 
province in the Ketherlands upon the 
long-suffering inhabitants. "Nothing/* 
wrote Alva, ''had given him so much 
pain during hisforty years of service.*'^ 
He avowed his determination to go to 
Amsterdam in order to offer himself as 
a hostage to the soldiery, if by so do- 
ing he could quell the mutiny.^ He 
went to Amsterdam accordingly, where 
Iw his exertions, ably seconded by those 
of the Hlarquis Vitelli, and by the pay- 
ment of thirty crowns to each soldier 
—fourteen on account of arieaiages, 
and sixteen as hia sbaie in the Hailcm 
compensation money — the rebellion 
was appeased, and obedience Te«»torcd ® 

There was now Ici’sUio for the 
General to devote bis whrde energies 
against tbc little city of Alkmaar. On 
that bank and sboal, the extreme 
vcige of habitable earth, the opirlt of 
Holland's Freedom stood at bay. The 
gi*ey towers of Egmont Castle and of 
TSgmont Abbey rose between the city 
and the sea, and there the troops sent 
by the Pi nice of Oiaiigo were quai- 
ti'iod duiingtho veiy biief peuda in 
nhich the citi/cns waveied as to re- 
ceiving them. The die was soon cost, 
powever, and the Prince’s garrison 
admitted. The Spaniaids advanced, 
burned the village of Egmont to the 
ground as soon as the patiiuts liad left 
it, and on the 21st of August, Don 
Fiedeiic, appearing before the walls, 
proceeded loi mally to invest Alk- 
maar ^ In a few days this had been 
fo thoroughly accoraphshed, that, lu 
Alva's language, "it was impos'jible 
for a sparrow to enter or go out of the 
city/*® The odds were somewliat 
unequaL Sixteen thousand veteiau 

^ Correspondauce de Fhibppe 11., n. 120U. 

* Ibio} 

* Hoofd, viii S18. Correspondauco do 
Philijipe IL, ii 1264 

A Nanniog van Forocst Fen Kerb Ter- 
hael van de stronghc Bclcglicnngo endo 
Aftrck der Spangiacrdcn \au dc Stadt Alck- 
moor — 1573 

This la much the most important and de- 
tailed account of tlie siege of Alkmaar. The 
Btoxy is told with vigour and ferocity, by a 
man who was daily nightly ou the walls 
during the wholo siege, and who wrote his 
narrative as soon as the Spauiords had been 
repulsed. 
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troops constituted the besieging force.® 
Within the city were a garrison of 
etff/it Amdred^ soldiers, together witi: 
thirteen hvfndred burghers, capable of 
bearing arms ® The rest of the popu- 
lation consisted of a very few refugees, 
besides the women and children. Two 
thousand one hundred able-bodied 
men, of whom only about one-thircl 
were soldicis, to resist sixteen thovi- 
EAud regulars ! 

Hor was there any doubt as to tlie 
fate which was reserved for them, 
should they succumb. The Duke was 
Yocifeious at the ingratitude witli 
which his clemency had hitherto been 
requited. He complained bitterly of 
the ill success which bad attended his 
monitory circulais, leproached him- 
self nith incredible vehemence foi hiS 
prevous mildness ; and protested that^ 
after having executed only twenty- 
three hundred peibons at the smren- 
der of Harlem, besides a few addi- 
tional bmghers since, he had met with 
no coi respondent demonstrations of 
affection. He promised himself, how- 
ev'er, an ample compensation for ah 
this ingiatitudo in the wholesale ven- 
geance which he puipo^ed to wieak 
upon Alkmaar. Already he gloated 
m anticqiation over the havoc which 
would soon be let loose vvithin thosa 
walls Such ravings, if invented by 
the pen of fiction, would seem a puciile 
caiicatiue; proceeding, authentically, 
from his own, tbev ^l] ap pear almost 
too exaggerated for belier* " If I take 
AUvinaai," he wrote to Philip, "I am 
resolved not to leave a single creatine 
alive; the knife shall be put to eveiy . 
throat. Since the example of Harlem 
has proved of no use, p&'Aaps an eos- 
ample oj cruelty will bring the other 

The author, who was a magistrate and a 
pensionary of the city, observes that his 
^'slumberous and sleepy fellow buighcra 
wore converted mto es.peiieuccd soldiers 
by tho Spaniard, who suinmoued them 
every momout out of bed to tlie Yralls."'— 
p. 41 

Compare Hoofd, viii. 817-319 Wngenaor, 

VI 441. 

• Correspondonce de Fhilippe II , U. 

* Wogenoer, vt 441. Hoofil, viU. SSL ' 

T Wngcuaei, vln 4r^ 442 HoeCA '' 

® lUd. Hoofd, vui 821, ^ 
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dlies to iiidr senses.”^ He took oo- | upon hu genius and fortitude depend 
eaaion also to read a leeture to the ed the whole welfare of the fatherland, 
pailgr of conciliation in Madind, whose It was hoped, too, that some resource 
councils, as he believed, his sovereign had been provided in a secret foreign 
was beginning to heeiL Nothing, he alliance. “ If your princely grace," 
maintained, could be more senseless wrote Sonoy, “have illads a contract 
than the idea of pinion and clemency, for assistance with any powerful po- 
This had been snlnciently proved by tentate, it is of the highest importance 
recent events. It was easy for pieople that it should be known to all the 
at a distance to talk about gentleness ; j cities, in order to put an end to the 
but those upon the spot knew better. | emigration, and to console the pcjide 
Oentltness hail pnduccd notlnng, so m them affliction.”" 
far; violcnoa alone could succeed in The answer of the riince was I'dl 
fiiture. "Let your ilaje'tj-,” he said, , of lofty enthusiasm. He repi iin iiidcd 
“be disabused or tlie impression, that ■ mth gentle but earnest eb' piencc the 
with kindne^ anything can be done ( despondency and little i i.iii of his 
with these people. Already have lioul.nant and other aiU.ircuts. He 
matters- reached such a point tliot had not expected, he said, that they 
many of those bom in the countiy, would have so soon forgotten their 
who have hitherto advocated clemency, manly cuiiiuge. They seoined to con- 
are now undeceivctl, and acknowledge sider the whole f-ito of the country 
their mistake. They are of opinion attached to the ci*y ef Ihiilem He 
that not a Uring suiil thoiJd he It ft tn took God to w itnoso iha* he h.id sp-ared 
Alltnaar, but that eieri/ indl dt'ol no puns, and Woiilil willingly have 
ihould be put to the sforj”* At the sp.ued no dn p of his blood to save 
same time, he took occasion, eim iii thaa devoted city. “But as, notwith- 
these ferocious letters, wlu.h seem i standing our cnoits,” he continued, 
dripping with blood, to cwiiiiien 1 his | ‘ it has pleased God Almighty to dis- 
own natural benignity of di'po.5itnn. pose of Harlem according to His Divine 
“Tour Jhijesty iii.iy be cen.un,” he will, shall we, therefore, deny and 
said, “that no man on eatth desires dende Hia holy tVord? Has t'la 
the path of ckmnioy more than I do, strung arm of the Lord thereby grow ii 
notwathstanding ray partieular hatred weaker ( Has His Church theicfore 
for heretics and traitora”^ It was come to nought * You ask if I haie 
therefore with regret that he saw him- entered into a firm treaty with any 
self obliged to take the opposite course, great king or potentate, to which I 
and to stifljijJiSrf'gentler sentiments, answer, that before I tver took up the 
Upon Diediich Sonoy, Lieutenant- cause of the oppressed Christians in 
Governor for Orange in the province these provinces, 1 had eniereil itilo a 
of Horlh Hulbiiid, devolved the imme- rh-e atUzuce uith the King of hinp- ; 
diate losponsiLihty of deluding this and I am firmly convluecci that .ill 
part of the cuuntiy.'* As the storm who put their trust in Hun shall be 
rolled slowly up from the south, evtu awed hy His ahinghty h.iud. The 
that experienced orilmr bec.itiie unea^ God of armies uill i-.-e up armies 
at the uncpial coutliot imj-euduig. for us, to do b itcle wnth our enemies 
He despatched a letter to has chi^, and Uis own ’’ In condit^n, he 
giving a gloomy picture of Lis posi- stated hie pieparations for attaekiug 
tion.° Ai looked instinctively to- the enemy l>y sea as well as by land, 
wards the Prince, os to a God in and encoiuagcd his heutenant and the 
their time of danger; all felt as if citizens of the northern quarter to 


1 “Estoy resurJto cja no dcxiir oiat’ira 
con la Tula, biuo Lazcilo^ passar tedos & cu- 
cliillo qui^ con al excniplo do la oruol T-iiT, 
Ycrnan loa demas — Corroapondauco 

de Fhalsppe II , u. 12S4, 

® Ibid., U. » 

^ • *'V. M. sea ciertc quo nadie on la tlarsn 


dc^ca mas cl camtno de la Itlui Jum qua 70 ; 
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1573.J Assai^a upon Acfmaar, 


maintain « bold fz^t before the ad> 
Tancing foe,^ 

And now, 'with the ^Uamantled and 
deaolate Harlem, before their eyc*^, a 
prophetic phantom^ perhaps, of their 
oivn immiuen) fat^ did the handful 
of people shut up within Alkmaar pre< 
pare for the woi«t. Their mam hope 
lay in the friendly eea. The va-t 
elmces called the Zyp, through which 
an inundation of the whole nonhem 
provmce could be very soon ellcctcd, 
ivere but a few miles distant lly 
>penmg these gate% and bv pieioiiig a 
few dykes, the ocean might be made 
to fight for them To oblain tins re- 
sult, however, the consent of the in- 
habitants w as requisite, as the destruc- 
tion of all the standing crops would he 
inentable. The city was so cl "^ely 
Invested, that it was a mattei or lite 
and death to vcutuie forth, and it was 
diificult, therefore, to find an envoy 
for this hazoi'doua mission. At last, 
% carpenter in the city, Peter Van der 
filey by name, uudeitook the ad\en* 
ture^ and was entrusted with lettcia 
to b^noy, to the Pimco of Oiange, 
and to the leading peiM*nige*» 5n »eve- 
ml cities of the province. The®© 
pa^iers woro cnclo-cd in a hollow walk- 
ing staff, carefully made fa.it at the 
top* 

AlTiUro soon aj>proached a crisis 
v.jthiu the beUaguored city. D.»’ly 
Bkiriiiialies, >vithout dccijaive reaull, 
had taken place out'^ide the walls. At 
lost, on the 15th of September, 
a M.cady eninonade of nearly Evolve 
hnaib, lion Ficderic, at thiee in the 
afternoon, ordeied an assault* Not- 
withstanding his seven months* ex- 
perience at Harlem, he still believed 
it certain that he should cany Alk- 
inaarj>y stcim. Theatt^vek took place 
at once upon the Fii^ian gate and 
upon the reil tower on the opposite 
Bide. Two choice regiments, recently 
amved from Lombaidy, led the onset, 
rending the air with their shouts, and 

I See this rcmcirl'jb'c an ! eluquent letter, 
dated Bort, Augivi* 15T3, xu llf^r, ti. 4i7, 
448. 3 Bor, Ti 4S2 ^ Ibid 

4 Ibid , vi 453. Hoofd, ym. 323 Hen- 
doza s S17-219. 

s 'vnn Poreest, p. S4. Bor, ri. 

463. Hjuf'i, Till. 333. 


confident of an ea^ victory. They 
were sustained by what seemed an 
overwhelming force of disciplined 
troops. Yet never, even in the recent 
hlstoiy of Harlem, had an attack been 
received by more dauntless breasts. 
Every living man was on the waUs. 
The storming paiisies were assailed with 
cannon, with musketry, with pistols. 
Boiiuig water, pitch and oil, molten 
lead, and unslaked lime, were poured 
upon them eveiy moment. Hundreds 
of toned and burmng hoops were 
skilfully quoited around the necks of 
the sulilieis, who struggled in vain to 
extiicate tbemielves from tliese fieiy 
luile, uhile as fa&t as .any of the in- 
vadeio planted foot upt>n the breach, 
they were confionted face to face with 
sword and dogger by the burghers, 
who hurled them headlong into the 
moat below ® 

Thneo was the attack renewed with 
evcr-incrensmg rage — thnee repulsed 
uith unfimehing fortitude. The 
storm continued four hours long. 
D«irmg all that period, not one of the 
defenders left his post, till he dropped 
from it dead or wounded.^ The wo* 
men nnd children, unscared by the 
balls flying in eveiy direction, or by 
the hand'to-hand conflicts on the ram 
puts, passed steadily to and fro from 
the arsen.il.H to the foralications, con- 
stantly supplying their fathers, hus- 
birndb, Aitd bzotlu'is with powder and 
balk” TliiHjC^ 01 being m the 

city that could u.^Ik had become a 
6.»Wkr. At lo«t daikness fell upon 
thesc^nc. The trumpei of recall ■was 
soundod, and the Spaniards, utterly 
discomfited, retired from the waUs, 
lea-vzrg at leait one thousand dead in 
the trenches® x\hile only thirteen 
burgliei-s and twenty-four of the gar 
ribon lobt their li\es.^ Thus uas Aik- 
mior preserved ftr a little longer— 
thus a large ami u ull-nppomted army 
signally defc«ated by a handful of men 
fighting for their firesides and altars. 

9 Bor, Hoofd.— Compare Ueodoaa, x. 210- 
i^lO. N vanForeest. 

7 Ifannmg van Foreest, 83. Eoofd, ‘viil, 
324. 

• Bor, .OliS. HAifd, vlB. m. 
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Solis, who had mounted the legions of Spain? It was thought, no 
for an instant^ and miracu- doubt, that the devil, whom they wor- 
tously escaped with life, after having shipped, would continue to protrct hu 
been hurled from the battlements, re- children, Neither the entieatics noi 
ported that he had seen “neither the menaces of Don Frodeiic were of 
helmet nor harness," as he looked down any avail. Several sdidiers aUoweJ 
into the city . only some plain-looking themselves to be run through the 
people, generally dressed like fisher- body by their own officers, rather tlian 
men.^ Yet these plain-looking fisher- advance to the walls, and the assault 
men had defeated the veterans of Alva, was accordingly postponed to an m- 
Tbe citizens felt encouraged by the definite period.’ 
results of that day’s woik. Moreover, Meantime, as Governor Sonoy had 
they already possessed such infonna- opened many of the dykes, the Und in 
tion concerning the condition of afPoii's the neighbouihood of the camp 
in the camp of the enemy as gave them becoming plashy, although as yet the 
additional confidence. A Spaniard, threatened inundation had not taken 
named Jeronimo, had been taken place The soldicia uere alrc.idy vciy 
prisoner, and brought into the city’ uncomfortable and very refiactoiy. 
On receiving a promise of pardon, he The carpenter-envoy had not been 
had revealed many secrets concerning idle, having, upon the 26th Sexitember, 
the position and intentions of the be- ariived at Sonoy’s quarters, bearing 
sieging army. It is painful to add that letters from the Prince of Omiige. 
the prisoner, notwithstanding his dis- These de^x^atches gave distinct diiec- 
closures, and the promise under which tions to Sonoy to ilood the counti-y at 
they had been made, was treaohorouOy .all Holes rather than allow Alkmaar to 
executed.'' He begged haid for liis till into tlio enemy’s hands. The 
life as he was led to the gallon s, oiTvi- dykes and sluices were to be protected 
ing fresh revelations, which, hmieior, by a strong guaid, lest the peasants, in 
after the ample communications al- ordet to save their ci ops, should rcp.air 
ready made, were Cbtceiuod super- or close them in tho night-time. The 
fluous. Finding this of no avail, he letters of Orange were copied, and, to- 
promised his caxitors, with perfect eim- gether with fi esh communications fi om 
plicity, to go down on his knees and Sonoy, delivered to the carpenter. A 
worahip the devil prcaiclt/ as they dul,* note on the margin of the Prince’s lot- 
i£ by BO doing he might obtain mcicy, ter directed the citizens to kindle four 
It may be supposed that such a propo- beacon fires in specified places as soon 
I sition was notJ^oiyto gain additional as it should prove necessary to resort 
favour for him in the eyes of these to extreme measures. AVhen thatmo- 
I rigid Calvinists, and tho poor wretch nient should arrive, it was solemnly 
I' was accordingly hanged. pronn.-ed that an inundation should be 

The day following the assault, a created which should sweep the ii hole 

I fresh cannonade was opened iqion the Spanish army into the sea. Thowoik 

II city. Seven hundred shots having had, in fact, been commenced The 
I, been discharged, the attack was oidcr- Zyp and other sluices had already been 
' ed. It was in vain; neither threats opened, and a vast body of ^ater, 
' nor entreaties could mduce the Span- driven by a strong noith-west wind, 
^|! iards, hitherto so indomitable, to had rushed in from the ocean. It 
I mount the breach. The place seemed needed only that two great dykes 
'I to their imagination protected by more should be pierced to render the deluge 
i than mortal powers, otherwise how was and the desolation complete. Tlio 
' it possible that a few half-starved harvests were doomed to destruction, 

fishermen could already have so trium- and a frightful loss of property ren- 
phantly overthrown tho time-honoured dered inevitable, but, at any rate, the 
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Spauiarda, if iUs last zEieasuro were 
taken, muat fly, or periah to a nmzL^ 
This decisive blow having been thus 
ordered and promised, the carpenter 
set forth towards the He was, 
howevei', not w successful in accom- 
plishing Ilia enA^nce unmolested as he 
)iad been in effecting his departure. 
He narrowly escaped with his hfe in 
passing through the enemy’s Imea, and 
while occupied in saving himself was so 
unlucky, or, as it proved, so fortunate, 
as to lose the stick in which his de- 
spatches were enclosed. He made good 
luB entrance into the city, where, by 
word of mouth, he encouraged his fel- 
low-burghers as to the iutentions of the 
Piince and Sonoy. In the meantime, 
his letters wcie laid before tlie geneial 
of the besieging army. The resolution 
taken by Orange, of which Bon Fre- 
deric was thus unintentionally made 
awaie, to flood tho countiy far and 
nctu*, rather than fail to protect Alk- 
maai made a profound iinpiession 
upon hia mmd. It was obvious that 
he was dealing with a determined 
leader, and with dcsper<ate men. Hia 
attempt to oairy tho place l>y stoim 
hod signally failed, and ho cuuld not 
deceive him.9elf as to the temper and 
disposition of hie troops ever suice that 
repulse. 'When it should become kuoum 
that they ucie threatened >\ith buI>- 
mersion in the ocean, in addition to all 
the othoi horrors of war, he had reason 
to believe that they would ictire iguo- 
miuiously fiom that remote aud deso- 
late sand hook, wheie, by remaining, 
they could only find a watery giuvo. 
These views having been discussed in 


1 Bor, TL 454. Hoofd, viu oS5. Men- 
doza. 3C. 219, 220 

> Bor and Hoofd, ublsup^Compaio l^fcn- 
doza, X. 219, 220 

* 1^, Hoofd, Meudou. liOUcr of Kour- 
carmes'A) his biothor Do Sellcs, m Coiicsp. 
de Phihppe II., h 1280 N.'innnig vm 
ForcoBt Cort Verhacl, etc The stout 
pansumary, after recoidiug tbo oveuts of the 
i^icge, hefeio the smoko had fairly rolled 
away, gives hia readers two hoUads, effu- 
rioDB of the same eplriL which had pei \ oded 
tho city during its energetic resist.iiice 
ThOT are, os usual, martial and joculir, a 
sm^e verse may be translated as a spMi- 
men-^ 

"Bo stod van Alkinaor hcluelb dc kroon, 

^ goAveu de bpaugaeds kracsseu* 
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a council of officers, Uio result was 
roacUed that Eufficieut had been al> 
reader accompiuhed for the glory of 
Spanish arms. Ifeither honotir nor 
loyalty, it was thought, required that 
si^een thousand soldiers should he 
sacrificed in a contest, not with mau, 
but with the ocean.’ 

On the 8th of October, accordingly, 
the siege, which had lasted seven weeks, 
■was raised,’ and Don Frederic rejoined 
his father in Amsterdam. Ready to 
die in the last ditch, and to overwhelm 
both th'iojselves and their foes in a 
comitfun catastrophe, the Hollanders 
bad at last compelled their haughty 
enemy to fiy fiom a position whuffi he 
had so msoleutly assumed. 

These public transactions and mili- 
tary operations were not the only im- 
portant events which affected the fate 
of Holland and its sister provinces at 
this juncture. The secret relotiona 
which had already been renewed be- 
tween Louis of Hassau, as plenipoten- 
tiary of his brother, and the French 
court, had for some time excited great 
uneasiness m the mind of Alva. Count 
Louis was known to be as skilful a ne- 
gotiator as he was valiant and accom- 
plished as a soldier. His Lrahkness 
and boldness created confidence. The 
“brave spirit in tbe loyal breast" in- 
spired dU his dealing; his experience 
aud quick peiceptioii of character pre- 
vented his becoming a dupe of eien 
the moat adroit xiohticians, wlule his 
tiuth of xniipose maihSr-ldiD incapable 
either of oveiroaohiiigan ally or of be- 
tiaying a trust. His career indicated 
that ^plomacy might be eometimes 

Fypen cn ironuuein gmnou daer seboon. 

*Ueu spelde dacr viecmde donssea. 

De bpangaoids stonduu dnar vergaart 
16y taiistcn ccoo iiicuwe Spsanscae gabaert 
ey vcigutou to komeu in da scUaiis- 
scu,”— etc., etc. 


With double-quick lime tbo Bponlnid pijibidn 
Against Alkmaar advancea ■’^ 

Ibe piping and drumxniug axe m« 
loud. 

We play them tbe best of dancas. ■ 

Tbo Spaiueids stop — tboogb tbsyl^ 
big— 

Tlioydaucoa very now Spanish jig, 

Due lo.get the uao of tbeir laacei^— 4| 
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suceesBEul, even alihou^ founded upon 
oncerity. 

Alva eeoretly expressed to his aove- 
XKgn much auspiciou of France.^ He 
reminded him tliat Charles IX , during 
the eaily part of the preceding year, 
had given the assurance that he was 
secretly dealing with Louis of Xaf»sau, 
only he miyht induce the Count to 
pass oier to P)nlip*8 service,'^ At the 
same time Charles had heen doing all 
he could to succour hlons, and had w i it< 
ten the memorable letter had 

fallen into Alva's liaiuh. on the capture 
of Genhs, and whicli expicssed such a 
fixed determination to inflict a deadly 
blow upon the King, whom the wiiter 
was thus endeavouiing to cajole ^ All 
t his tliQ Governor recalled to the re- 
collection of hia sovoroign. In view of 
this increasing repugnance of the Eng- 
court, Alva recommended that fair 
words should he emploj’-ed; hinting, 
however, that it would be by no locaiH 
necessary for his master to consider 
himself very stiictly bound by any 
such pledges to Elizabeth, if they 
should happen to become inconvenient- 
ly pressing. A monaich’s promises,” 
he delicately suggc'stcd, *'wei 0 not to 
be considered so sacred as those of 
humbler moi-talis * Not that the king 
should duectly violate his woi*d, but 
at the same time, ” continued the Duke, 
« I have thought all my life, and I have 
learned it fiomthe Emperor, your Ma- 
jesty’s father, that the negotiations of 
fan g s depenitlliSn different principles 
from those of us private gentlemen, v. ho 
walk the world , and in this manner I 
always observed that your Majesty's 
father, who was so great a gentleman 
and BO powerful a pimce, conducted 
hia affairs.” ° The Governor took occa- 
sion, likewise, to express hia i egrets at 
the awkward manner in which the 
Ridolff scheme had been managed. 
Had he been consulted at an earlier 
day, the affair could have been treated 

1 Corresponrlance de Philippe II , ii. 1211. 

> lb d a Ibid , u 269, note. 

« Ibid , ii 1211. 

* "Que las negodocionea de los rej’es 
pendnan de muy djffcrentes cabos quo los 
tietmeioB de los partculares oivalleros quo 
sndamos po» el laxuiU''*, y desta monere lo 


much more delicately ; as it was, tLorr 
could be little doubt but that the 
discovery of the plot had prejudiced 
the miud of Elizabeth against Spain. 

From that dust,” concluded the Luke, 

“ has resulted all this It coul 1 

baldly be matter of surprise, either to 
Philip or hia Viceroy, that the dis-cc* 
very by Elizabeth of a plot upon their 
parts to take her life and place the 
crown upon the haid of her hated 
iival, should have eiigeiicleicd nuami- 
ablo feelings m her bosom toivarcts 
them. For the moment, howevei, 
Alva’s negotiations were apparently 
successful. 

On the first of May 1673, the ai tides 
of convention between End-'iid and 
Spam, with legard to the Xcthcilind 
diificulty, had been fonnally piibli«hc'd 
, m Brussels ^ The Luke, in coniinuni- 
cating the termination of thct c ai i ango- 
ments, quietlv iccoinmcndcd Ins mas- 
ter thcncclortU to tike tUo l-lnglish 
I ministry in^o bi'i p.iy. In paitwular 
he ndvi-vod his Mijo-ty to bestow an 
annual bi ibe upon Lord Burleigh, 
'S\1io held the kingdom in hia hand; 
for it has always been my opinion,” he 
continued, ''that it was an excellent 
piacbice for princes to give pension.^ to 
the ministers of other potentates, and 
to keep those at home who took bribes 
from nobody." ® 

On the o&er hand, the negotiations 
of Orange with the English court ^vcie 
not yet successful, and he still found 
It almost impossible to raise the rcqiii- 
site funds for canying on the war 
Certainly, Lis pi irate letters shewed 
that neither he nor his brothers woic 
self-seekers in their negotiations " Vou 
know,” said he in a letter to his bro- 
thers, ''that my intention has never 
been to seek my private advantage 1 
have only aepiied for the hl^ty of 
the countiy, in conscience and m po- 
lity, which foieigners have sought to 
oppress. I have no other artides to 

VI tratar b su padre de V. M. quo era tan 
gran cavolleio y tan pnaclpe." 

s ** Forque V. 3I sea cierto quo de aquol- 
loB polvos ban sahdo todos estos lodos.”— ■ 
Ibid 
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propose, save ihat r^^on, refoimed 
•C4iording to the Word of should 
be permitted, that then the common' 
wealth should be restored to its ancient 
liberty, and, to that end, that the 
Sp anmr da and.other soldiery should 
be compelled to retire.^ 

The lestoration of civil and religious 
liberty, the estahlUJim&nt of the great 
prutcip/e of toleratioii in mattcm of 
conscience, constituted the puiposo to 
which his days and nights were de* 
voted, his princely fortune aaciidced, 
his life-blood risked. At the aunc 
time, his euforceinoiit of toleration to 
both religions oxcited calumny agaiust 
him among tho bigoted adherents of 
both By the CXithulics he as accii<«ed 
of having instigated tlie exce'iaes winch 
ho had done eveij'thiug in his power 
to repress. The enormities of Do la 
Marck, which had inspii ed the Pi income 
indignation, were even laid at tlio door 
of him who had naked hia life to 
prevent and to chastise them. Be la 
March hod, indeed, more than counter- 
balanced his gi’eat service in the tak- 
ing of Brill, by his subsequent cruelties. 
At hat, Father Corneliua Musius, pas- 
tor of Saint Agatha, at the age of 
Kcventy-two, a man highly esteemed 
by the Prince of Orange, had been put 
to torture and death by this barbarian, 
under circumstances of gieat atrociry. 
The homd deed cost the Piince m.niy 
teais, aroused the jndignatitm of the 
estates of H< Hand, and produced the 
dismission of the perpetrator fiom 
their service. It was consideicd ex- 
pedient, hoivever, in view of his past , 
services, his poweiful connexions, and 
his troublesome chaiacter, that he i 
should be induced peaceably to leave 
the country.® | 

It was long before tho Prince and 
the cc.Vite3 could succeed in ridding 
themsolves of this encumbrance. He 
created seveitil riots in different parts 
of the piovmce, and boasted that he 
had many fine ships of war and three 

I Arclavc? do la Maison d'Orauge, iv. 60 

» Hoofd, vii. 281, 282. Dor, vi, 422 
Srandfc, Hist, der Ref, x 538-540. (d. 1) 
**1>o Tan so vervlockt sen handel 

koste deu prince klogten en tiaenen . doeao 
oiunenachelijkheib deed dou 8taaLcn woe, on 


I thousand men devoted to him, by 
I whose assistance he could make the 
estates '^dance after his pipe ” At the 
begiiming of the following ycvir (1574), 
he was at last compelled to leave the 
provinces, which he never agam trou- 
bled with his presenco. Some years 
afterwards, he died of the bite of a 
' mad dog; an end not mappropiiate to 
a man of so labid a disposition.^ 

While the Prince w'as thus steadily 
striving for a lofty and generous pur- 
pose, he was, of course, represented by 
bis implacable enemies as a man play- 
ing a game which, imfoitunately for 
hunaelf , w as a looing one. “ That poor 
piince,” said Granvelle, “has been lU 
a^lvised. I doubt now whether he will 
ever be able to make lus peace, and I 
think we shall rather try to get nil o} 
him and liiA Irothcr as if they \iei*e 
Turls, The inaiiiage with the daugh- 
ter of Maurice, unde mala et quia ipse 
talU, and his biothera have done him 
much liarm. Bo have Bchwendi and 
Crermon intimacies. I saw it all very 
pLamly, but ho did not choose to bo- 
lieve me,” * 

Ill-atarred, worse counselled ‘William 
of Orange I If.ul he but taken the 
fi loudly Cardinars advice, kept bis 
baud fiom Geiman marriages and his 
fcetfioin conventicles — ^hadhe asbisted 
his Buvcieign in burning heretics and 
hunting rel »ch, it would not then have 
become ncccs'joiy “to treat him like a 
Tuik,” Tins i& unriue&tionable It is 
equally eo that thuj'^VxroU have been 
one gieat lamp the Icbs in that strait 
and dillicult j>athway which leads to 
the temple of true glory. 

Tho mam reliance of Orange was 
upon the secict negotiations which his 
brother Louis was thon renewing with 
theFiench Government. ThePrmce 
had folt an almost insurmountable re- 
pugnance tow'cU’ds entertainmg any le- 
^tion W'lth that blood-'-taiued court, 
since the massacre of Samt Bartholo- 
mew. But a new face had recently 

btrc'.to den plee^cr self een trap tot Oiir^'’ 
ond Hoofd. j, 
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been put won that transaction. In- 
stead of gloTying in their crkne, the 
King and his mother now assumed a 
tone of compunction, and aveircd that 
the deed had been impremeditated ; 
that it had been the result of a panic 
or an ecstasy of fear inspired by the 
suddenly discovered designs of the 
Huguenots , and that, in the instinct 
of self-preservation, the King, with his 
family and immediate friends, had 
plunged into a crime which they now 
bitterly lamented.' The French en- 
voys at the difterent courts of Europe 
were diiected to iinpiess this view 
upon the minds of the monarchs to 
whom they were acci edited. It was 
eeitainly a very different instruction 
from that which they had at first le- 
ceived. Their cue h.ad origmally been 
to cl.aim a full meed of praise and 
thanksgiving m behalf of their sove- 
reign for his meritorious exploit- The 
salvos of artillery, the illiiininations 
and rejoicings, the solemn pi occasions 
and masses by which the auspicious ' 
avent had been celebrated, wore vet 
fiosli in the memoiy of men The 
mibassadors weie sullicicntly cmlxu- 
iwEsed by the di-tinct and dotoimined 
nppiob.ition which they had recently 
expicssed. Although the King, by 
foimal proclam.ilion, had a-<8umed the 
whole responsilnlity, as he had noton- 
ously been one of the chief perpetra- 
lois of tho deed, his agents wcic now 
to stultify t hemseli cs and their mo- 
narch by rufltlJLuUng, as a de])lorablo 
act of frenzy, the massacre which they 
had already extolled to the echo as a 
skilfully executed and entirely com- 
mendable achieveniont.^ 

To humble tho power of Spain, to 
obtain the hand of Queen Elizabeth 
for the Duke d’Aleii^on, to eatablisli 
an insidious kind of protectoi ate over 
tho Protestant princes of Germany, 
to obtain the throne of Poland for the 

' M. Groen van Fiinstuicr, in tlie seoond 
piut of vol iv. oftbo archil ea do la Hlairon 
il'Or.iiifre Nassau. — Compare do Thou, 1. Iv. 
t. vL S90, et seq 

s Bee Ub letters In the second port of vo] 
Iv. Archives de la Mnison d'Oiango. 

• “Que B M. volt I'Espagnol, sononnemy 
mortoh faire sos choux gras de la dfaolacion 
do BOS afhiliaa, so nro h gorge oaverte de sos 
’"“’heuts, at omployor tout sen Industrie et 
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Duke of Anjou, and even to obtain 
the imperial ciown for the house of 
Valois — aU these cherished projects 
seemed dashed to the ground by the 
Paris massacre and the abhorrence 
which it had createil. Charles and 
Catharine were not sl^ to discover 
the &lse position in which they had 
placed themselves, while the Spanish 
joculaiity at the immense error com- 
mitted by France was visible enough 
through the assumed mask of holy 
horror. 

Philip and Alva listened with mis- 
chievous joy to the howl of excci-ation 
which swept through Christendom 
upon every wind They rejoiced as 
heartily m the humiliation of the 
malefactors as they did in the perpe- 
tiation of the enme. “ Your Majesty," 
wrote Louis of Kassau, very bluntly, to 
King Charles, “sees how the Spaniard, 
your mortal enemy, feasts himself full 
with the desolation of your affaiis; 
how he laughs, to split liis sides, at 
I your misfortunes, This massacre has 
enabled liun to weaken your Majesty 
moic than he could have done by a 
war of thirty years.” '* 

Bcfoi 0 the year hadicvolvcd, Chailcs 
had become thoroughly convinced of 
tho fatal impression iiioduced by tho 
eieiit Littci and almoi-t abject wcii 
his whinmgs at the Catholic King's 
desertion of his cause. "Ho knows 
well,” wrote Charles to Saint Goaid, 
“ that if he con terminate these trou- 
bles and leave me alone in the dance, 
he will have leisure and means to 
establish his authority, not only iii 
the Kctherlands but elsewhere, and 
that he ivill render himself more grand 
and formidable than he has ever been. 
This is the return they render for tke 
good received from me, vduch ia suejt as 
every one knows.” ■* ^ 

Qaspar de Schomherg, the adroit 
and honourable agent of Cha rles in 

estudo a entretonir Ics ti r ublos en sou roy- 
aume , B’osseunint avco bonno inisou que 
(.'cst lo soul moyen do parvenir a ses liui 
sans coup frappor, veu que de^J^, taut Ics 
guerres pa^es que par la deruier uiaasazia 
ot troubles presens, I'Espagnol a plua nf. 
folbli S. M que a’ll oust faicHa guerre trocto 
nna."— Aicluvoa de la Uoiaon d’Oronge, iv, 
85 *. 

« IWd., iv. 88», 


Qermimy, had it a very early day 
warned his royal master of the ill eSoct 
of the massacre upon all the schemes 
which he had been pursuing, and es- 
pecially upon those which referred to 
the crowns the Empire and of 
Poland. The ffrst project was destined 
to he soon abandoned. It was reserved 
neither for Charles nor Philip to di- 
vert the succession m Germany fiom 
the numerous offiiprlng of Hoxiinilun; 
yet it is instructive to observe the 
unprincipled avidity with which the 
prize was sought by both. Each was 
willing to effect its purchase by ab- 
juring what were supposed his most 
chori^ed princixiles. Philip of Spam, 
whose mission was to extiipate heresy 
throughout his realms, and who, in 
puisimnce of that mission, had already 
peipetrated more crimes, and naded 
more deeply m the blood of his sub- 

i 'ects, than monarch had often done 
lefore; Philip, for whom his apologists 
nave never found any defence, save 
fbat he believed it his duty to God 
lather to depopulate his territories 
than to permit a single heretic within 
their limits — now entered into secret 
negotiations with the princes of the 
Empiie. He pledged himself, if they 
would confer the crown upon him, 
that he would withdraw the Spaniards 
from the Netherlands, that he would 
tolerate in those provinces the exercise 
of the Befoiined religion, that he 
would recognise their muon with the 
rest of the German Empire, and their 
consequent claim to the benefits of the 
Passau treaty; that he would restore 
the Prince of Oiange "and all his 
accomplices” to their former posses- 
sions, dignities, and condition; and 
that he would cause to be observed, 
throughout every realm incorporated 
with fjie Empiie, all the edicts and 
ordinances which had been constructed 

1 “ le roy d’Espogno I'setat de 

rBmpereur vou Ics boiiestca oSica qu'il 
leur propose, a s 9 .avoir si los pimeos 
veulont GouBontfr d ro-^hro Empoivur, 
11 promet qu*aviint qua d’entror eu ccste 
dignitt, il ostora los Espoguols dii Fays 
Bos; qu'il rtunua le diet Fays Bus au 
oorps do FEoipirc, qu’il remetteia lo Prince 
d'OiBUge et tous scs complices on lour bion 
et premier esbat, eb qu'il feia observer et 
snjuntenir dedone tous les pays de sou obeis- 


to eecai-e religious freedom in Ger- 
many.' In brief, Philip uaa willing, 
in case the crown of Charlemagne 
should be promised him, to undo the 
work of his life, to reinstate the arch 
rebel whom he had himted and pro 
scribed, and to bow before that Befor- 
matiou who.se disciples he had so long 
burned and butchered. So much ex- 
tent and no more had that religious 
conviction by w hicU he had for years 
had the effrontery to excuse the enor- 
mities pinctised in the Netherlands. 
God would never forgive him so long 
as one heretic remained unbui-ned in 
the provinces; yet give him the Im- 
IHsrial sceptre, and every heretic, with- 
out forsn earing his heresy, should be 
purged with hysnoxi and become whiter 
than snow. 

Charles IX , too, although it was 
not possible for him to recall to life the 
countless victiiua of the Parisian wed- 
ding, was yet ready to explain those 
murders to the satisfaction of every 
unprejudiced mind. This had become 
strictly necessary. Although the ao- 
cession of either his Most Christian ol 
Most Catholic Majesty to the throne 
of the Cicsars was a most improbable 
event, yet the humbler elective throne 
actually vacant was indirectly in the 
gift of the same powers. It was pos- 
sible that the crown of Poland might 
be secured for the l>nke of Anjou.’ 
That key unlocks the complicated 
policy of this and year. 

The Polioh election is 'fut!*clue to the 
labyrinthiau intrigues and royal tergi- 
versations during the period of the 
interregnum. Sigisinund Auguetus, 
last of the Jagellons, had died on the 
7th July 1S72.* The prominent candi- 
dates to succeed him were the Arch- 
duke Ernest, son of the Emperor, 
and Henry of Anjou. The Prince of 
Orange was not forgotten. A strong 

sance, qiu auToicnbcstC ou soront itieorporea 
a rEmpiro, Ics niCnios edicts ct oidounoncea 

3 ni out etu cstabbs ct sugsrdent pirlo resta 
'Allciinme sur le f.uct do la religion.” — G. 
de ^homberg .ui Due d’Anjou, Pans, lOme 
Feb. 1S7J, 111 Green v. Pnnstcror, Aroliivest 
etc , etc , IV SO*. See also the same volume 
P *• 

s Comparegle Tbou, t vi lih Iv, 
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P^rty -wero In favour of cotupassizig should split with rago if I should hto 
his eudction^ as the most sigual triumph you, in consequence of the wicked 
whi<dx Protestantism could gam, but calumnies of your enemies^ fail to 
his ambition bad not been excited by secure the prize,” ® Orange was ui* 
the prospect of such a prize. His own duced, tlicvefoie, to accept, however 
work required all the euergiea of all dLsti ustfully, the expr^sion of a re- 
his life. His influence, however, was pcntance winch was to be accouipaniod 
powerful, and eagerly sought by the Mith hcahiig measures. He allov.vl 
partisans of Anjou. The LutliMuns liis brother Louis to resume iicg<»tiiv- 
and Moravians in Poland wei e nume* tions with Schoinbcrg, in (leriiicUiy, 
rous,theProtestantpaTtythcieandin ITc drew iip and tiausmitlccl to him 
Germany holding the u hole halauco <»f the outlines of a treaty which he v^^a-i 
the election in their hands willing to make with CJiailes^ Th* 

It was diilicult for the Prince to main conchtiona of this arrangemeub 
overcome Iih repugnance to the vei*y illustrated the disinterested clwracter 
name of the man whoso cidmo liad at of the man. He stipulated that the 
once made France desolate, and blight' King of France should immediately 
ed the fair prospects under which he make peace with his siihjectb decLir- 
and his brother had, the year before, ing expressly that he had been abused 
entered the Nethcilands. ITeverthe- by those who, under pretext of hia 
less, he was willing to listen to the service, had sought their own profit at 
statements by which tl 10 King and his the pi ice of ruin to the crown ami 
miniatera endeavoured, not entirely people. The King should make re- 
without success, to remove from their ligion free. The edict to that effect 
reputations, if not fiom tlieir soul-*, <<houM be confnmed by all the pnilia- 
the guilt of deep design. It was some' ments and estates of the kiu^om, and 
thing, that the niui del ei 8 now affected such confirmations should oe distri- 
to expiate their offence in sackcloth buted without reserve or deceit among 
and ashes — ^it was something that, by all the princes of Germany. If Ins 
favouring the pretensions o£ Anjou, Majesty w^ere not inclined to mako 
and by listening with indulgence to war for the liberation of the Nether- 
the repentance of Charles, tho siege lands, he was to furnish the Prince of 
of Rochelle could be tonnmated, the Orange with one hundred thousand 
Huguenots restored to freedom of croivns at once, and every thieo 
conscience, and an alliance with a months with another hundred thon- 
powerful nation established, by aid of sand. The Prince was to have liberty 
which the ^^gilw^landa might once to raise one thousand cavalry and seven 
more lift tSeir heads.^ The French tliousand infantry in France. Every 
government, deeply hostile to Spam, city or town in the provinces which 
both from pa-^sion and policy, was should be conquered by his arms es- 
capable of rendering much assistance cept in Hollrnd or Zealand, should bo 
to the revolted pi 0 Vinces. ”Ientie.at placed under the sceptre, and in the 
you most humbly, my good master,” hands of tho King of France. Tlio 
wrote Sehomberg to Charles IX ,*' to provinces of Holland and ZcaUnd 
beware of allowing the electors to take should also be placed under Uis pi i> 
into thwr heads that you arc favouring tection, but sliould be govenfcd by 
the affairs of the King of Spam in any their own gcntlomen and citizcin. 
maimer vrhatsoever. CoLauiib against Perfect religious libeity and miim- 
hhn no act of open hostility, if you tenance of tho ancient constitutions, 
think Ilub imprudent ; but look privileges, and charters were to be 
sharp I if you do not wish to bo I guaranteed ** without any cavilling 
tiirown clean out o f your saddle. I whatsoever.”* The Prince of Orange, 

^ Groen v Frizist., Archives, etc , iv. 1 5*, 

» Ibid , IV 116-118 

* ** Bans contredib on caviU.'ition quol- 
owuiue.”— Groen. Archives, iv, 116. 
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or the estatoe of Holland or Zealand^ “ Ko, madam/' replied ono of them, 
were to reimhurse his Chiietian Ma- by Saint JiarthoJomew, wo Count 
jesty for the sums which he was to Louis told Schomheig roundly, and 
odTance* In this last clause was the repeated it many times, that he must 
only mention which the Prince made have in a very few days a categoiical 
<d himself, esc%)ting in the stipulation response, " uot to consist in words 
that he %\a9 to be allowed a leiy of alone, bub m doodn, and that he could 
troops in France. Hia only peiaonal not, and would not, rihk for ever the 
claims were to enlist soldiers to honoui* of hia brother, nor the prox 

the battles of freedom, and to pay peity, blood, and life of tho?o poof 
their expense, if it should not be pio> people who favoiiiecl iiic Cduse." ^ 
vided for by the estates. At ncaily On the 23d Jklaicli 1578, Schom- 
the same period, he furnished his berg had an interview with Count 
secret envoys, Lumbros and Doctor Lotu^ which lasted seven or eight 
Taijaert, v.ho woie to proceed to Louis In that interview the enter-r 
Pans, with similar instructions^ pmes of tlje Count, "which,” said 

The indefatigable exertions of Schom* Schomberg, "are assuredly grand and 
beig, and the almost passionate ex- beautiiul,” wcie thoroughly discussed, 
plaiiatioQB on the part of the court and a seiics of conditions, drawn up 
of France, at length produced their partly in the hand of one, partly in 
effect. "You will constantly as-*uie tluui the other negotiator, definitely 
the princes/* wrote the Duke of Anjou agi eed upon.* These conditions were 
to Schomberg, "that the tilings wilt- on the basis of a protectorate over 
ten to you concermng that which li.ad JTolland .'ind Zealand for the King of 
happened in this kingdom are true; Fiance, with sovereignty over the other 
that ike events occurred suddenly, with- places to bo acquired m the Kether- 
oub having been in any manner pie- lands. They were in stnet accordance 
meditated ; that neither the King nor with the articles furnished by the 
mjKtf haie ever hud any iniclitjcnce Pnnee of Orange. Liberty of worship 
V'lth the King of Spain, against those lor those of both religions, sacred 
of the religion, and that all is utter preservation of municipal charters, 
imx) 08 ture which is daily said on this imd stipuUuon of certain annual sub- 
subject to the princes *’^ sidics the part of France, in case 

Count Louis required peremptorily, his Majesty should not take the field, ' 
however, that the royal repentance nere the pimcjp.al fe.'ituies ** 
should bring forth the fiuit of salva- Ten dajs latei, Schomberg wrote to 
tion for the remaining victims. Out bis master that Ihe’^v^'l^as willing 
of the nettles of these dangerous in- to use all ^e mfiuence mms family 
trigues his fearless hand plucked tlie to procuie for Anjou the crown of 
"flower ot safety ” for hia down-trod- Poland.^ while Louis, having thus 
den cause. He demanded not words, completed his negotiations with tho 
but deeds, or at least pledgee He agent, addressed a long and earnest 
maintained with the agents of Charles letter to the royal principal.^ This 
and with the monarch himself the remarkable despatch was stamped 
same hardy scepticism which was throughout with the impress of the 
manifeited by the Huguenot deputies wntcr’a fmnk and fearless character, 
ill their conferences with Catharme de " Thus diddest thou ” has rarely been 
Kedicis. " Is the word of a king/* addressed to anointed monarch in sueh 
said the dowager to the commissionere, unequivocal tones. Tlic letter painted 
who were insisting upon gutirantecs, the tavourable position in which tiio 
“ is the word of a king not sviificient ^ ** king had been placed previoudy to ^ 
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Uie fatal aummer of 1572. The Queen 
of England was then most amicably 
disposed towards him, and inclined to 
ft yet closer connexion with his family. 
The German princes were desirous to 
elect him King of the Romans, a j 
dignity for 'wmch his grandfather j 
had so fruitlessly contended. The I 
Netherlanders, dnven to despair by 
the tyranny of their own sovereign, 
were eager to throw themselves into 
his arms. All this had been owing 
to his edict of religious pacification. 
How changed the pictui e now I AVlio 
now did reverence to a King so crimi> 
nal and so fallen? "Your Majesty 
to-day,'* said Louis, earnestly and 
plainly, “is near to ruin. The State, 
cnimbllQg on every side and almost 
abandoned, is a prey to any one who 
wishes to sei^e upon it; the more so, 
because your Majesty, having, by the 
late excess and by the wars previously 
made, endeavoured to force men's 
consciences, is now so destitute, not 
only of nobility and soldiery, but of 
that which constitutes the strongo-»t 
column of the thione, the lovo and 
good wishes of the lieges, that your 
Majesty resembles an ancient building 
propped up, day after day, with piles, 
but which it ^ ill be impossible long to 
prevent from falling to the earth." ^ 
Certainly, here were wholesome trutbn 
told in straightforward style. 

The Count proceeded to remind the 
King of the^^jjsy which the “Spaniaid, 
hia mortal enemy," had conceived from 
the desolation of his affairs, being as- 
sured that he ^ould, by the troubles 
in France, be enabled to accompli^ 
his own purposes without striking a 
blow.^ This, he observed, had been 
the secret of the courtesy with which 
the writer himself had been treated 
by the Duke of Alva at the surrender 
of Mons.^ Louis assured the King, in 
oontinuation, that if he persevered in 


1 « Qu'elle Tcsemblo & ung viel bostiment 
qu'on appuyo tous lea Jours de quelques 
mUotis, xnais enfin on ne Ic poult ompeschor 
oe tomber'* — Groen v. iPnnst, Archives, 
etc , It 85* a Ibid 

[, • Letter of Count Louis to Charles IX , 

June let, 1573 Grocu v, Fnuat., Arcluves, 
L Bto , It. 86*. i ' 

• ** DescouTrant qu*on ne pruoddo point 


these oppressive courses towards hir 
subjects of the new religion, there wud 
no hope for him, and that his tso 
brothers would to no purpose taky 
their departure for England and for 
Poland, leaving him ^ith a difficult 
and dangerous war upon his hands. 
So long as he maintained a hostile 
attitude towards the Piotestants in 
hiB own kingdom, liib fair words would 
produce no effect cldcvvhci e “ We arc 
beginning to be vexed," said the Couut, 
''with the manner of negotiation prac 
tised by France. Men do not proceed 
roundly to business there, but angle 
with their dissimulation as with a 
hook 

He bluntly reminded the King of 
the deceit which he had practised to- 
wards the Admiial — sufficient reason 
uhy no reliance could in future be 
placed upon his word. Signal ven- 
geance on those concerned in the 
attempted assassination of that great 
man had been pinmised, in the loyal 
letters to tlie I'lince of Orange, jupi 
befoie St Bartholomew. "Two aay^ 
afterwards," said Louis, "yew?* Ma- 
jesty tooh that vengeance, hut in rather 
ill fashion,**^ It was certain that the 
King was surrounded by men who de- 
sired to work his ruin, and who, for 
their ovm purposes, wmuld cause him 
"fo bathe still deeper than he had done 
before in the blood of hU subjects.^ This 
ruin his Majesty could Btdl avert, by 
making peace in his kingdom, and by 
ceasing to torment his poor subjecti 
of the religion.”^ 

In conclusion, the Count, with a 
few simple but eloquent phrases, 
alluded to the impossibility of chain- 
mg men's thoughts. The soul, being 
immortal, was beyond the reach of 
kings. Conscicuoe was not to be son- 
quorod, nor the religious spirit im- 
prisoned. This had been discovered 
by the Emperor Charles, who had 


rondomenb et ne sort-on quo de dU^imula.- 
tioQ, commo UDg hame^on.**— Gioan v. 
Pnnst., Archives, ^o., iv 87*. 

6 **A dcuT joura de 1ft elle la fiat assti 
mal " — Ibid , SS*. 

* ** ftlais pour 1e fiiire, plus quo devanU 
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takoo all thp cities and great person- 
agea of Germany captive, bnt who had, 
nuverthelesB, been unable t& take re- 
ligion captive. " That is a sentiment,*’ 
said Louis, "deeply rooted in the hearte 
of men, which if not to be pinched out 
by force of urme. Let your Majesty, 
therefore, not be deceived by the 
flattery of those who, like bad physi- 
cians, keep their patients in ignorance of 
their disease, whence comes their ruin.”^ 

It would be impossible, without in- 
sight into these private and most im- 
portiuit transactions, to penetrate the 
heart of the mj-stery which enwrapped 
at this period the lolatious of the great 
powers with each other. Enough has 
been seen to silence for ever the plea, 
often eutoied m behalf of lehgtous 
tyiamiy, that the tyiaiit acts in obedi- 
ence to a sincere coiirictioii of ditty, 
that, in performing his deeds of dark- 
ness, he believes himself to be accom- 
plishing the will of Heaven. Hera we 
nave seen Philip offering to restore 
the Piince of Orange, and to establish 
freedom of rchgiou in the Kotherlands, 
if by such promises he can lay hold of 
tlie Imperial diadem. Here also w's 
have Chailes IX. and his mothei — - 
their hands recking with the heretic 
blood of St Bartholomew — makmg 
formal engagements with heretics to 
protect heiosy evcrywheie, if by such 
pledges the crown of the Jagellons and 
the himd of Elizabeth can be secured. 

While Louis was thus busily en- 
gaged in German}', Orange was usually 
cstabhshed at Delft. He felt the want 
of his brother daily for the sohUide 
of the Prince, in the midst of such 
fiery trials, amounted almost to deso- 
lation. Kot often have circumstances 
invested an individual with so much 
responsibihty and so little power. He 
was regarded as the protector and 
father of the country; but from las 
own brains and his own resouioes he 
was to furnish himself with the means 
of fulfiUiug those high functions Ho 
was anxious thoroughly to discharge 
the duties of a dictatorship, without 

1 Green V. Fnnst , Aioliivcs, etc., Iv i 
JO* 

9 Archives de U Malson d’Otange, iv. It, 
177, IW. 1 


grasping any more of its powef than 
was indispensable to bis purpose. But 
he was alone on that little isthmus, id 
single combat with the great Spanish 
monarchy. It was to him that all 
eyes turned, during the infimte hoiTors 
of the Harlem siege, and in the more 
prosperous leaguer of Alkmaar. What 
he could do he did- He devised every 
possible means to succour Harlem, 
and was only restrained fiom going 
personally to its rescue by the teain 
of the whole population of Holland, 
By his decision, and the spirit which 
he diffused through the countiy, the 
people were lifted to a pitch of heroism 
by which Alkmaar was saved Yet, 
daring all this haiassing period, he 
had no one to lean upon but himself. 
“ Our all.ins are in pretty good condi- 
tion in Holland and Zealand,” he wrote, 
“ if I only had some aid. ’Tia impos 
siblo for me to siippoit alone so many 
Labouis, and the weight of such gieat 
alTairs as come upon me hourly — ^finan- 
cial, military, political. I have no one 
to help me, not a smgle man, where- 
fore I* leave you to suppose in what 
trouble I find myself.” 

For it was not alone the battles and 
meges which fiu-uished him with occu- 
pation and filled him with anxiety. 
Alone, he dircoted in secret the politics 
of the country, and, powerless and out- 
lawed though he seemed, was in daily 
correspondence not only with the 
estates of Holland apd Zealand, whose 
deliberations he guided, 'iittt with the 
pimcipol governments of Europe. The 
estates of the Netherlands, moreover, 
had been formally assembled by Alva 
m September, at Brussels, to devise 
ways .and means for continuing the 
struggle.* It seemed to the Frmcc a 
goml opportunity to make an appeal 
to the patriotism of the whole countiy. 
He f mulshed the province of Holland, 
accordingly, with the outhnes of an od 
dress which was forthwith despatched 
m their own and his name, to the 
general assembly of the Netherlaads,'' 
The document was a nervous and rafiid 

« Ibid , IV. 191. 

* Bor, vi. 139 j 

e See tbe Address ta Bee, vi, ISJ-SSi 



teriew of the conrse of late events in cue the fatherland and restore its an- 
the provinces, with a cogent statement cient prosperity and bloom.^ 
of the reasons which should mllucuce At almost the same tune the Prince 
them all to unite m the eummuii cause drew up and put in circulation one of 
against the common enemy. It re- the most vigorous and impassioned 
ferred to the old affection and tiue- productions which ev^ came from Ins 
heartedness a ith u hich they had for- pen. It was entitled, an “ Epistle, m 
merly reg.uded each other, and to the , form of supplication, to his royal ila- 
ceitainty that the inipiisiticn would j jeoty of Spam, from the Pimce of 
be for ever established in the land, ! Oiauge and the estates of Holland and 
upon the ruins of all their ancient ! Zealand " The document produced 
institutions, unless they now united to j a profound impression throughout 
overthrow it for ever. It demanded of Ohiisteudom. It was a loyal appeal 
the people, thus assembled through j to the monarch's loyalty — a demaud 
their representatives, how they could that the laud-privileges should be ro- 
endure the tyraimy, murders, and stoicd, and the Duke of Alva rcuioved. 
extortions of the Duke of Alva. The It contained a startling picture of his 
prmees of Flanders, Burgundy, Bra- atiocities and the nation’s imseiy, anil, 
bant, or Holland, had iieier made war with a few eneigctio strokes, demo- 
or peace, coined money, or exacted a lished the pretence that these Borrows 
stiver from the people w ithout the had been caused by the people's guilt, 
consent of the estates. How could the In this connexion the Pimce alluded 
nation now consent to the daily impo- to those acts of condemnation which 
Bitions which were practised* Had the Govemor-Goueial had proinul- 
Amsterdam and Jliddolbuig remained gated under the name of ijaidons, 
true; had those luipoilant cities not and tientod with scoin the hypothesis 
allowed themselves to be seduced fiom tltit any crimes had been committed 
the cause of fiecdotn, the northern for Alva to forgive. *‘'Wb take God 
provinces would haio beni luipieg- and your hlajesty to witness,” s.vid the 
nable, “’Tis only by the h'elheil.mils epistle, “that if we have done such 
that the Xethcilands aie crushed,” misdeeds as are charged in the pardon, 
said the appeal, '* ^yllence has the we neither desire nor deserve the par- 
Duke of Alva the power of winch he don. Like the most abject creatures 
boasts, but from yourselves — from which ciawl the earth, we will be con- 
Hetherlond cities ? Whence his ships, tent to atone for our misdeeds with 
supphes, money, weapons, soldieia* our lives. We will not murmur, 0 
From the Nethedand people. Why merciful King, if we be seized one after 
has poor H^f^eilaud thus become dc- another, and torn limb fiom limb, if it 
generate and bastard * Whither has can be proved that we have committed 
lied the noble spirit of our brave fore- the ci lines of which we have been 
fathers, that never brooked the tjTanny accicsed." * 

of foreign nations, nor suileied a After having thus set foith the 
stranger even to hold office witlun our tyranny of the government and the 
borders 1 If the little piovince of innocence of the people, the Prince, 
Holland can thus hold at bay the in biB own name and that of the 
power of Spain, what could not all the estates, announced the deternfiuatlon 
NetherLands — BraUint, Flanders, Flies- at which they had arrived. “ The 
land, and the rest united — accomplish*”* tyiant,” he continued, “would ral her 
In conclusion, the estites-geneial were stain every river and brook with our 
earnestly adjured to come forward like blood, and hang our bodies upon every 
brothers m blood, and join hands with tree m the country, than not feed to 
Holland, that together they might res- the full his vengeance, and steep him- 
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Kilf to the lips in our miseiy. There- 
fore we have taken up aims against the 
Duke of Alva and his adherents, to 
free ourselves, our wives and children, 
from his bloodthirsty hands. If he 
prove too stroig for us, we will rather 
die an honourable death, and leave a 
praiscwoi thy fame, than bend our 
necks, and reduce our dear fatherland 
to such slavery. Herein are aU our 
cities pledged to each other to stand 
every siege, to dare the utmost, to en- 
dure every possible misery, yea, rather 
to set lire to all our homes, and be 
consumed with them into ashes to- 
gether, than ever submit to the de- 
crees of this duel tyrant ”‘- 

Those ucio brave words, and do- 
stinod to be bravely fultilled, as the 
hie and death of the wiiter, and the 
records of his country proved, from 
generation unto generation. If we 
seek for the mamspiing of the cneigy 
which thus sustamedthe Prince in the 
unequal conflict to winch he h.id de- 
voted his hfe, we ehall find it in the 
one peivading juinciple of his nature 
— oonlidonce in God, He was the 
champion of tho political rights of his 
country, but befoie all he was the de- 
fender of its 1 eligion. Liberty of oon- 
Boience for his people was his first ob- 
ject. To establish Lnthei's axiom, 
that thoughts are toU-fiee, was hie de- 
termin.'itioii. Tlie Peace of P,tssau, 
and far more than the Peace of Passau, 
was the goal for w inch he w .is ati mng. 
Freedom of worship for all deuomina- 
tions, tolei.ition for all foims of faith, 
this was tho gieat good in his philo- 
sophy. For himself, he hod now be- 
come a membei- of the C<ilviuist, or 
Beformed Cbuich, having dd.ij td fur 
a time his public adhesion to this 
communion, in order not to give of- 
fence' to the Lutherans and to the 
Emperor. Ho was never a dogmatist, 
how ever, and he sought in Christianity 
for that which unites lather than for 
that which separates Ciuisiians. In 
the course of October he pubbely 

joined the church at Dort.^ 

I Sendbnef, etc , Bor, vi. 471. 
s Archives dc la Aloison d’Orange^ iv. 226, 
s Bor, Ti 456. 

• Ibid , 455, 456. ncoTd, Till. S26, 827. 


The happy termination of the siege 
of Alkmnar was followed, three days 
afterwards, by another signal success 
on the part of the patiiots. Count 
Bossu, who had constructed or col- 
lected a considerable fleet at Amster- 
dam, had, early in October, sailed into 
the Zuyder Zee, notwithstanding the 
sunken wrecks and other obstructions 
by which the patiiots had endeavoured 
to render tho passage of the Y imprac- 
ticable.* The patriots of North Hol- 
land had, however, not been idle, and 
a fleet of five-and-twenty vessels, under 
Admiral Dirkzoon, was soon cruising 
in the same waters. A few skhmishes 
took place, but Bossu’s ships, which 
w cro loigcr, and pro\ idcd w ith heavier 
cannon, were appaieiitly not inclined 
for the close quarteis which tlie pa- 
tiiots sought.* The Spanish Admi^, 
IloU.indcr as he was, knew the mettle 
of his countiymen ina clo'O encounter 
at sea, and piofeired to trust to tho 
cabbie of his cannon. On the 11th 
October, however, the whole patriot 
fleet, favomed by a strong easterly 
breeze, bore down upon the Spanish 
oimada, which, numbering now thb-ty 
sail of all denominations, was lying on 
and on m tho neigUbouihood of Horn 
and Enkhuyzen. After a short and 
general engagement, nearly all the 
Spanish fleet retured with precipita- 
tion, closely pursued by most of tlie 
iwtriot Dutch vessels. Five of the 
King’s ships were* eventually taken — 
the rest effected their '^cape. Only 
the Adiniial remained, who scorned to 
yield, although his forces had thus 
basely deserted him.* His ship, the 
Inquisition,^ for such was her insolent 
appellation, w as far the largest and best 
manned of both the flee& Host of 
the enemy had gone m pursuit of the 
fugitives, but four vessels of inferior 
size had attacked the /nfieisiiion at the 
commencement of the action. Of 
these, one had soon been silenced, 
wlnle the other thrbe 1 " 
themselves mextricably ' 
and prow. The four " 

* Bor, vi 456. Hoofd, 
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before wind and tide, a severe and 
savage action going on incessantly, 
during wbicb the navigation of the 
ships waa entirely abandoned. No 
scientific gunnery, no mihtary or naval 
tactics were displayed or requiied in 
such a conflict. It was a life-and-death 
combat, such as ahv.iya occurred when 
Spaniard and Netherlander met, whe- 
ther on land or water. Bossu and his 
men, armed in bullet-proof coats of 
mail, stood with shield and sword on 
the dock of the IntjutsUion, ready to 
repel all attempts to board. The Hol- 
lander, as usual, attacked with pitch 
hoops, boiling oil, and molten lead. 
Ilepcatedly they effected their en- 
trance to the Admiul's ship, and as 
often they were repulsed and sUin in 
heaps, or hmled into the sea. The 
battle began at three in the afternoon, 
and continued without intermission 
through the whole mght. The vessels, 
drifting together, struck on the shoal 
called the Nolc, near Wydeness. In 
the heat of the action the occurrence 
was hardly heeded In the moniing 
twilight, John Harmg, of Horn, the 
hero who had kept one thousand sol- 
diei-s at bay upon the Dieiner dyke, 
claniheicd on board the Inqiiiaitum, 
and hauled her colours down. The gal- 
lant but premature achievement cost 
him his life. He was shot through the 
body, and died on the deck -of the 
ship, which was not quite ready to 
strike her flag. Iiv the course of the 
forenoon, bosi^ver, it became obvious 
to Bossu that further resistance was 
idle. The ships svere agiound near a 
hostile coast, his osvn fleet was hope- 
^ lessly dispersed, three-quarters of his 
crew were dead or disabled, while the 
vessels with which he was engaged 
were constantly recruited by boats 
from the shore, which bi ought fresh 
men and ammunition, and removed 
their killed and wounded. At eleven 
o'clock. Admiral Bossu surrendered, 
' and with three hundred prisoners was 
L carried into Holland. Bossu was him- 
’ self imprisoned at Horn, in which city 
, he was received, on his arrival, with 

I 1 Bqr Hoofd Ijetters of Alva and of 
Ij lAi sup Mendaoa. x 2lJ 
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great demonsti'ations of popular hatred 
The inassacre of Rotter^m, due to his 
cruelty and treachery, had not yet been 
forgotten or forgiven.^ 

This victory, following so hard upon 
the triumph at Alkmafr, was as grati- 
fying to the patriots as it was galling 
to Alva. As his administiation drew 
to a close, it was raaiked by disaster 
and disgrace on laud and soil The 
brilliant exploits by which he h.vfl 
struck terror into the heart of the No- 
therlandcis, at Jemmingen and in Bra- 
bant, had been effaced by the valour 
of a handful of Hollanders, without 
discipline or experience. To the pa- 
tiiots, the opportune eaplmo of so 
consideiablo a personage as tlio Ail- 
mual and Governor of the uorthem 
pioidnce was of great advantage. Such 
of tlio hostages from Hailem as ha<l 
not yet boon executed, now e3o.api!d 
with their lives. Moi cover, Saint AI 
dcgoiidc, the eloquent patiiot find con- 
fidential fiiend of Oiange, who was 
taken piisonor a few weeks later, in on 
action at Maeslandslufs,® was preserved 
from inevitable destruction by the 
same cause. The Prince hasteued to 
assure the Duke of Alva that the same 
measure would be dealt to Bossu as 
should be meted to Saint AJdegonde.* 
It was, therefore, imiiossible for the 
Governor-General to execute Ins pri- 
soner, and he was obliged to submit to 
the vexation of seeing a leading rebel 
and heretic in his power, whom he 
dared not strike. Both the distin- 
guished prisoners eventually regained 
their liberty. 

The Duke was, doubtless, lower 
sunk in the estimation of all classes 
than he bod ever been before, during 
his long and geneially successful life. 
The revei'ses sustamed by hia ormy, 
the behef that his master had grown 
cold towards him, the certainty that 
his career m the Netherlands was 
closing without a satisfactory result, 
the natural weariness produced upon 
men's minds by the contemplation of 
BO monotonous and unmitigated a ty- 
ranny during so many years, all contri- 

FblUppe II., 11. 128S. Ueteran, iv. 6$ 
Bor, 11 . 472. 

' Hoofd, viU. 8S1. 
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bated to diaiuiiei bis reputation. Ha 
felt himself odious alike to princes and 
to plebeians. With his cabinet coun- 
cillors he had long been upon unsatis- 
footory terms. President Tisnacq had 
died early m tin summer, and Viglius, 
much against his wiU, had been m- 
duced, provisionally, to supply hia 
place.^ But there was now hardly a 
pretence of friendship between the 
learned Frisian and the Qovemor. 
hjach cordially detested the other 
Alva was weary of Flemish and Fusion 
advieors, however subservient, and w<-ia 
anxious to hll the whole council with 
Spaniards of the Vargas stamp. He 
had foiced Viglius once more into 
ofBcc, only that, by a little delay, ho 
migPit expel him and every Hether- 
laudcr at the same niomeut. "Tin 
Ahis ancient set of dogmatiaeie he re- 
moved,” he wiote to Philip, “«ith 
Viglius, their chief, who teaches them 
all their lessons, nothing wiU go right 
’Tis of no use adding one or two Span- 
iards to fill vacancies; that is only 
pouring a flask of good wine into a 
hogshead of vinegar; it ohangos to 
vinegai likewise.® Your M.vjesty wiU 
soon be able to reorganiso tbo council 
at a blow; so that Itiliana or Span- 
iards, as you choose, may entirely 
gorem the countiy." a 

Such being his private sontimenls 
with regard to his confidential advisers. 
It may be supposed that his iiitei- 
courss with his council during the 
year was not like to be amicable. 
Moreover, he bad kept himself, for the 
most part, at a distance from the seat 
of government. During the military 
operations m Holland, his bead-quai- 
ters had been at Amsterdam. Here, 
08 the year drew to its close, he had 
become as unpopular as in Brussels. 
The title -serving and unpatriotic 
burghers, who, at the beginning of 
the spring, set up bis bust in their 
houses, and would give large sums for 
his picture m little, now broke his 

t Corrospondance do Philippe 11 , u. 1234, 
p. 359, note 

s Ibid,, ii 1234 — " Yendo los ponlendo 
poGo a poco, los que ostdn gastan a los quo 
entrsn, quo os como hechar iin jarro do 
buea vino en Cuba do viuagro, que lo oua- 
vniteluegoonvinagTe.'' • lUd. 
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images, and tors his portirut from their 
walls ; for it was evident that tho power 
of his name was gone, both with iirince 
and people. Yet, certainly, those 
fierce demonstrations which had for- 
merly surrounded his person with such 
an atmosphere of terror had not slack- 
ened or become less frequent than 
hcietofore. He continued to prove 
that he could be baibarous, both on a 
gland and a minute scale. Even as in 
preceding years, he could ordiim whole- 
sale massacres with a breath, and 
siipenntend in person the executions 
of mdividuals. This was illustrated, 
among otlicr inslaneos, by the cruel 
tite of Diteuhoovo^ That unfortu- 
nate noblcniim, who had been taken 
pnsoucr in the course of the suiiiinor, 
was accused of having been engaged 
in the captuie of Brill, and w.ts, there- 
fore, coiideimicd by the Duke to be 
loasted to death bcFuro a slow fire. 
He was, accordiiigi}', fastened by s 
chain, a few feet in length, to a st^e, 
around which the fagots were lighted, 
lleio he was kept in slow torture for a 
long time, insulted by the gibes of the 
laugbiiig Spaniards who surrounded 
him — until the executioner and his 
assistants, more humane thon their 
supuiior, despatched the victim with 
their speais — a mitigation of punish- 
ment which was ill received by Alva.' 
The Governor had, however, ne I’coson 
to remain longer in Amsterdam. Har- 
lem had fallen; Alknlaar ivj^relieved; 
and Leyden — destmed in ils second 
sicgo to furnish so signal a chapter to 
the Iiistoiy of tho war — was belea- 
guered,® it was true, but, because 
known to bo imperfectly supplied, was 
to be reduced by blockade rather than 
by active operations. Don Francis 
Valdez was accordingly left in com- 
mand of the siege,' which, however, 
after no memorable occurrences, was 
raised, as will soon be related. 

The Duke bad contracted in Am- 
sterdam an enormous amount of debi^ 

4 Biandt, Uisb. der lief, m de ffederL, d. 
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both oublic and private. He accord- 
ingly, early in November, caused a 
pro&mation to be made tliroughout 
the city by sound of tiuinpct, that all 
persons having demands upon him 
were to present their eliiims, in person, 
upon a specified day^ During the 
night preceding the day so appointed, 
the Duke and his train veiy noiselessly 
took their departure, without notice 
or beat of drum.® By this masterly 
generalship his unhappy ci editors were 
foiled upon the very eve of their anti- 
cipated triumph; the heavy accounts 
which had been contracted on the faith 
of the King and the Governor, remain- 
ed for the most part unpaid, and many 
opulent and respecxable families were 
1 educed to beggary. Such was the 
consequence of the unhmited confi- 
dence which they had reposed in the 
honour of their tyrant. 

On the 17th of November, Don Luis 
de Bequesens y Cufiiga, Grand Com- 
mander of Saint Jago, the appointed 
successor of Alva, aiiived in Braisel^, 
where he was received with great ic- 
joioings. The Duke, on the same day, 
wrote to the Kmg “kiaiing his foot” 
for thus relieving him of his functions 
There was, of com so, a profuse inter- 
change of courtesy between the de- 
Iiurtmg and the newly-arrived Gover- 
nors. Alva was willing to remain a 
little while, to assist his successor with 
his advice, but. preferred that tlie 
Grand Cseamander should immedi- 
ately assume the reins of office. To 
this Bequesens, after much respectful 
reluctance, at length consented On 
the 29th of November he acconh'ngly 


took the oaths, at Brussels, as Lieute- 
nant-Governor and Captain-Goneial, in 
presence of the Duke of Aencliot, 
Baron Berlaymoiit, the Piesident ni 
the Council, and other functional les^ 

On the 18th of Deojmbor the Diil.e 
of Alva departed from the provinces 
for ever® IVith his fuither carc.’i 
this history has no concern, and it is 
not desirable to enlarge upon the jeT- 
son.al biography of one v.-hose n.iriu 
certainly never excites pleasing eni ■ 
tions He had kept his hod for llio 
greater part of the time dining ihe 
last few weeks of his gnvenmient — 
{lartly on account of hia gout, partly 
to avoid being seen in In-- 1 inmliinon, 
but mainly, it was said, t-i e-cape the 
pressing demands of his croditora '' 
He expressed a fear of travelling homo 
ward through France, on the gimind 
i th.it he might vciy jiiolMbly leceive a 
shot out of a wi'ido’.v .as ho went by. 
He complained ] ithetieaily tliat, after 
ail hiS I.il lours lie had not ''gamed tlie 
.approbation of the King,” while lio 
had incurred “the malevolence and 
universal hatred of every individual in 
the country'' Mondoucet, to whom | 
he made the obsen’ation, was of tlio 
same opinion, and infoimcd his mascsi 
that the Duke “ had engendered such 
an extiaoi dinary hatred in the heart! 
of all pel sons in the land, that tlicv 
would have fireworks in honour of Ii s 
depai-ture if they dared.” ^ 

On his ]Oumey from the Netlic-- 
lands, he is said to have boasted that 
he had caused eighteen thousand b-x 
hundred inhabitants of the pioauiiccs 
to be executed during the peiiod of 


1 Hoofd, Till 820, 830 
3 Ibid — Pomp'll e Coircspondanoe diaries 
IX. and Hondoueeb, Coin ^oy do riiisb., 
IV. 340| sqq— “Ec cr.iignam,” bays the 
envoy, “ toutes sortes do pcrsnnncs & qu'i] 
est argent quo se teuir ainsi roeerre no 
Bolt ung cominBiicemcut pour peu ,1 peu se 
partir tout on ung coup sans dire adieu, 
manquant son credit on Anyors et aillcurs 
comme ilz voienb qu'il faict. Ce que je no 

S uIb croyre qu’il veuiUe faire, ct queavee la 
isgmce des affaires publicqucs qu'il laisso 
eu mauvaia estat, il vouiUe aiusi engager son 
particuher. 17ou8 vorrons,” etc., etc. 
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• ** il a toujours garde lo lict, so-t 

qu’zl a les goutres, <tu bien qu’il nc sc 
monstrer nu mondc p' mauvais succcs qu iI 

a eus il laissa lo lyi b sans encoocs 

outro, pins .a ce quo je vcois de ciainro dbS 
importunitez ct demandemens d’.ugLiit 
dout it est fort presse " — Coitesp Cluuad 
IX and Mondoucet. Com. Hoy de I’lli'-t , 
IV 840, sqq 

T Corresp do Charles IX et Mondoucet 
Com. Boy. do I'Hist, Iv. 340, sqq — 'iU 
Buko used nearly the language whiuli zt'c 
poet, at a little later ejio^, -was plating io 
the mouth of another tyiunt^ 

** There is no creature loves me. 

And, if 1 die^ no soul will pity mo.'* 

1 — jri>»y Jltehard Uh j 




hiB govemmenl).^ The numher of 
those who bad perished by battle, 
siege, starvation, and massacre, defied 
computation. The Duke was well re- 
ceived by hisroyalmaster,andi'emaiued 
in favour until^new adventure of Don 
Frederic brought father and son into 
(hsgrace. Having deceived and aban- 
doned a maid of honour, he suddenly 
espoused his cousin, in order to avoid 
that reparation by mairiage which was 
demanded for his olTeuce.- In conse- 
quence, both the Duke and Don Fie- 
deric were imprisoned and banished, 
nor was Alva released till a general of 
expeneuce was required for the con- 
quest of Portugal.'* Thither, as it 
were with fetters on his legs, he went. 
After having accomplished the mUitary 
enterprise entrusted to him, he fell into 
a hngering fever, at the teiminatiou of 
whu£ he was so much reduced that he 
was only kept alive by milk, which ho 
dnmk &im a womams breast.'* Such 
was the gentle second childhood of the 
man who had almost literally been 
drinking blood for seventy yeara Ho 
died on the 12th December, 1532.'’ 

The pieooihug p.igC8bave been wiit- 
ten in vam, if an olaborate estimate be 
now required of his character. His 
picture has been painted, aa far as pos- 
sible, by bis own b.uid His deeJi, 
which are not disputed, and his written 
words, lUustralo his nature more fully 
than could be done by the most elo- 
quentpon. No attempt has heon made 
to exaggerate his crimes, or to extenu- 
ate his supeiioi qualities. A'lrtues ho 
had none, unless nulitavy excellenoe 
be deemed, as by the Noinana, a virtue. 
In war, both as a scienoe aud a practi- 
cal art, he excelled all the geiioials who 
were opposed to him in tho Nether- 
lands, and he was inferior to no com- 
mandei'in tho w'oild dmiiig the long 
and belligerent period to w'hich liis life 
belonged. Louis of N.is'-au possessed 
high reputation throughout Kuroiio as 
a skilful and daiing genoril, "IVilh 
raw volunteers ho had ovei thrown an 
army of Spanish regulars, led by a Ne- 
thorlond chieftahi of fame .snu expe- 

1 Bor, Ti 474. HoofiJ, viii. S82. Holdonl 
1 1 10 Apologjo ri’Oi'ango, OS. 
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nance; but when Alva took the field 
in person the scene was totally changed. 
The Duke dealt him such a blow at 
J emmingen as would have dlsbeartened 
for ever a less indomitable champion. 
Never had a defeat been more absolute. 
The patriot army was dashed out of 
existence, almost to a man, and its 
leader, naked and beggared, though not 
di'.heartened, sent back into Germany 
to constiuet bis force and his schemes 
anew. 

Having thus flashed before the eyes 
of the country the full terrors of his 
name, and vindicated the ancient mili- 
tary renown of his nation, the Duke 
was at hberty to employ the consum- 
mate tactics, in which he could have 
given instruction to all the woild, 
airihist 1.13 most formidable antagonist. 
Tliccountry, paralysed with fear, looked 
anxiously but suiiinely upon the scien- 
tific combat between the two gieat 
champions of Despotism and Piotea- 
tantism which succeeded. It was soon 
evident that the conflict could ter- 
minate in hut one way. The Prince 
had considerable niilitt^ abilities, and 
cnthusi.istio courage; be lost none of 
his well-desen-od reputation by the 
unfortunate issue of his campaign ; he 
measured himself in arms with the 
gieat eommander of the age, and defied 
him day after day, in lain, to mortal 
coiob.'it, hut it was equally certain 
that the Duke’s quiet game iv.is i>lay ed 
in tho most masterly iXToner. His 
jiosilions and his encampments were 
til.cn with faultless judgment, his 
shirnushes wisely and coldly kept 
within tho piesciibed control, while 
tho inevitable dissolution of the oppos- 
ing foico took place exactly os he tod 
foicseon, and within the limits which 
he had predicted. Nor in the ^sos- 
trons conimeni'ement of the year 1673 
did the Duke less signally manifest his 
uiiUl.iiy gutiiuB. Assailed as he was 
at evciy point, with the soil suddenly 
upheaving all aroimd him, as hy an 
c-irthipialce, he did not lose his firm- 
ness nor hia perspicacity. Certainly, if 
be b.ul not bneu so soon osristed by that 

» \ ID liu I)*o d’Albo . BooM, uW aup. 
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other earthquake, which on Saint Bar- 
tholomew’a Day caused all Christen- 
dom to tremble, and shattered the re- 
weut structure of Protestant Preedom 
in the Netherlands, it mig;ht have been | 
worse fui his reputation. AVith Mona 
safe, the Flemish frontier guarded. 
Fiance faithful, and thirty thousand 
men under the Prince of Orange in 
Brabant, the heroic brothers might 
well believe that the Duke was ‘‘at 
their meicy.” The tieason of Chailea 
IX. “ emote them as with a club,” as 
the Pimce ezcl.umed iii the bittemes 
of his spirit. Under the circumstances, 
ins second campaign was a picdestined 
fivlure, and Alva easily vanquished 
him by a renewed application of those 
dilatory arts which he so well under- 
stood. 

The Duke's military fame was un- 
questionable when he came to the 
provinces, and both in stricken fields 
and in long campaigns, he shewed how 
thoroughly it had been deserved ; yet 
he left the Netherlands a baffled man 
The Prince might be many tunes de- 
feated, but he was not to be con- 
quered. As jliva pcnetiatcd into the 
heart of the ancient Batavian land he 
found himself ovei matched as he had 
never been before, even by the most 
potent generals of his day. More 
audacious, moie inventive, more des- 
pei-ate than all the commanders of 
that or any other age, the spirit of 
national „^edonI now taught the 
oppressor that it was invmoible, ex- 
cept by annihilation. The same les- 
son had been road in the same thickets 
by the Norvii to Julius Caisar, by the 
Batavians to the legions of Vespasian; 
and now a loftier and a puier flame 
than that which inspired the national 
struggles against Borne glowed within 
the bi easts of the descendants of the 
e.ame people, and inspired them with 
tlie stiength which comes from reh- 
gious enthusiasm. More experienced, 
more subtle, more pohtic than Her- 
mann; more devoted, more patient, 
more magn.animous than Civilis, and 
equal to either in valour and deter- 
mination, William of Orange was a 
worthy embodim^t of tlfo Christian 
national resistance of the German race 




to a foreign tyranny. Alva had en< 
tered the Netherlands to deal with 
them as with conquered provinces. He 
found that the conquest was still to 
be made, and he left the land without 
having accomplished itf Through the 
sea of bloody the Hollanders felt that 
they were passing to the promised 
lan^ Lloie royal soldiers fell during 
tlie seven months* siege of Harlem 
th<i.a the rebels bad lost m the defeat 
of Jemmingciiy and in the famous cam* 
piign of Brabant. At Alkmaar the 
rolling waves of insolent conque-dt 
wcie stayed, and the tide then ebbed 
for ever. 

The accomi>Iislied soldier stiuggled 
hopelessly with the wild and passion* 
ate hatred which his tyranny had prO" 
voked. Neither his legions nor his 
consummate strategy availed bun 
agamst an entirely desperate people. 
As a militaiy commander, therefore, 
lie gained, upon the whole, no addb 
tional lauiels during his long admims* 
tiation of the Nethci lands Of all 
the other attnbutes to be expected in 
a man appomted to deal with a fi'ee 
country, in a state of incipient ro* 
bclUon, he manifested a signal defi* 
cicncy As a financier, be exhibited a 
wondei-ful ignorance of the first pi m* 
ciples of political economy. No man 
before, ever gravely proposed to es- 
tablish confiscation as a permanent 
source of revenue to the state ; yet the 
annual product from the escheated 
property of sLaughtored heietics inhs 
legiilarly relied upon, during hia ad- 
ministration, to replemsh the King’s 
treasury, and to BuppoH the war of 
extermination against the King’s sub- 
jects. Nor did statesman evei befoie 
expect a vast income fioin the com- 
merce of a nation devoted to almost 
universal maasacre. During tSe daily 
decimation of the people’s hves, he 
Uiought a daily decimation of their 
industry possible. Hia persecutlona 
swept the land of those industrious 
cbisses which had made it the rich 
and prosperous commonwealth it had 
been so lately; while, at the same 
time, he found a " Peruvian mine,” as 
he pretended, in the imposition of a 
I ten^ penny upon every one of its 
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oommercial tranaactiona. He tlxouglit 
that a peo];>le, crippled as this had 
been by the operations ot the Blood 
Council, could pay ten per cent , not 
annually but daily ; not upon its in- 
come, but upon its capital ; not once 
only, but every time iiie value consti- 
tuting the capital changed hands. He 
had boasted that he should require no 
funds fiom Spain, but that, on the 
contrary, he should make annual re- 
mittances to the royal treasury at 
home, from the proceeds of his im- 
posts and condscatious ; yet, iiotinth- 
btandiug these resources, and notwith- 
standmg tiveuty-dve rndhons of gold 
in five years, sent by Philip from 
Ifadrid, the exchequer of tlie pro- 
vinces was barren and bankrupt when 
bis successor arrived. Bequesciis 
found neither a penny in the public 
treasury nor the means of raising one 
As an admmistrator of the civil aud 
judicial affairs of the country, Alva at 
once reduced its institutions to a f i ight- 
fol simplicity. In the place of the 
incient Ians of which the Hethcr- 
(auders were so proud, ha substituted 
the Blood Council. This tribunal was 
even more aibitraiy than the Inquisi- 
tion. Kever was a simpler appaiatus 
for tyranny devised, than this great 
labour-saving maehine. Hever was so 
great a qu.mtity of muidcr and rob- 
bery achieved with such despatch and 
regularity. Sentences, executions, and 
confiscations, to an incredible extent, 
were turned out daily with appalling 
precision. For tins invention, Alva is 
alone responsible. The ti'ibunal and 
its councillors were the work and the 
creatures of his hand, and faithfully 
did they accomplish the dark purpose 
of their existence. Hor can it be 
urged, in extenuation of the Gover- 
nor’s mimes, that he was but the blind 
and fanatically loyal slave of his sove- 
reign. A noble nature could not have 
rontaminateditself with such slaughter- 
house woik, but might have sought to 
mitigate the royal policy, without for- 
swearing allegiance. A nature less 
rigid than iron would at least have 
manifested compunction, as it found 
itself converted into a fieshlesa instru- 
ment of massacre. More decided than 
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his master, however, he seemed, by 
his promptness, to rebuke the dilatory 
genius of Philip. The King seemed, 
at times, to loiter over his work, teasing 
and tantalising his appetite fca' venge- 
ance, before it should he gratified, 
Alva, rapid and brutal, scorned such 
epicureanism. He strode with gigantis 
steps over h.aughty statutes and popu- 
lar constitutions; crushing alike the 
magnates who claimed a bench of 
monarebs for their jury, and tlie 
Ignoble artisans who could appeal only 
to the laws of their land. From the 
Xiompous and thcatiical scaffolds ol 
Egmont and Horn, to the nineteen 
halters pieparcd by Master Karl, to 
hang up the chief bakers aud brewers 
of Brussels on their own thresholds — 
from the helie.iding of the twenty 
nobles on the Horse-market, in the 
opening of the Governor’s career, to 
the roasting alive of Uitenhoove at its 
close— from the block on which fell 
the honoured head of Antony Stiaalen, 
to the obscure chair in whieh tho 
ancient gentlewoman of Amsterdam 
suSered death for an act of vicarious 
mercy — from one year’s end to ano- 
ther's — from tho most signal to the 
most squalid scenes of saenfioe, the 
eye and hand of the great master 
directed, without we.'iriness, the task 
imposed by the ooveroign. 

No doubt the woik of almost indis- 
enmiuato massacre had been duly 
mapped out. Not often in histoiy has 
a goieruor arrived to administer the 
affairs of a piovince, where the whole 
population, three millions strong, had 
been formally sentenced to death. 
As time wore on, however, be even 
surpassed the bloody instructions which 
he had received. He w.tved aside the 
recommendations of the Blood Council 
to mercy; he dissuaded the monarch 
from attempting the path of clemency, 
which, for secret reasons, Philip was 
incUned at one period to attempt. 
The Governor had, as he assured tiie 
King, been using gentleness in vain, 
and he was now determined to try 
what a little wholesome severity could 
effect. These words were written 
immediately after massacras .at 
Harlem, 
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With all the bloodshed at hlona^ and 
Kaarden, and Mechlin, and by the 
CoiuMsil of Tumults, daily, foir six 
years long, still crying fi oui the 
ground, he taxed hizDself with a mis* 
placed and foohah tenderness to the 
people. He assured the King that 
when Alkmaar ahoiild be taken, he 
would not spaie a “living soul among 
its ^>hole population;’* and, as hia 
parting advice, he recommended that 
ever}/ city tn the Ntthcrlatids bhoidd he 
hiirncd to the except a few 

^hich could bo occupied prrmanenHy 
by the royrd troops ^ On the whole, 
so finished a picture of a perfect and 
absolute tyranny has rarely been pre- 
sented to mankind by histoiy, in 
Alva’s administration of the Nether- 
lands. 

The tens -of thousands in those 
miserable provmcca who fell victims 
to hhe gaJlowBf the sword, the stake, 
the hving grave, or to hMng bam'>h- 
ment, have never been counted; for 
those statistics of baibaiity are often 
effaced from human rcooid. Enough, 
however, is known, and enough has 
been recited in the preceding pages. 
No mode in which human beings have 
ever caused llieir fellow-creatures to 
suiFer, was omitted from daily practice. 
Men, women, and children, old and 

oung, nobles and paupers, opulent 

urghers, hospital patients, lunatics, 
dead bodies, all were indiscriminately 
made to fiyiish food for the scaffold 
and the stake. ^ Men were tortured, 
beheaded, hanged by the neck and by 
the legs, burned befoie slow fiics, 
pinched to death with red-hot tongs, 
broken upon the wheel, staived, and 
flayed alive. Their skins, sti ipped from 
the living body, weie stretched upon 
drum^ to be beaten in tlie march of 
their brethren to the g.allowB.* The 
bodies of many who hod died a natural 
death were exhumed, and theii fester- 
ing remains hanged upon the gibbet, 

^ Correspnndance do Pbilippo 11 , il 1279 

* **• plondoreu, ro^cn cu niitcu, ver- 

iagenonvonvocsten.in'bTongcu cn Sjiauncu, 
in 't bannen, verdryvon cn gooderen confis- 
quoren, Ja m 't bnotiden on bbixiken, hoiifren, 
kopp^, hacken.i’aeybi'okon ofgnjselijke 

tormentcnp^nipcnoifvcririoordon do onder- 
go wol odoJo tda cuodele, arme ale 


on pretext that they had died without 
receiving the sacrament, but in reality 
that their property might become tho 
legitimate prey of the ii easury.* Mai • 
iiages of long standing were dissohed 
by Older of govemnjant, that nrU 
heiresses might be married agam«t 
their will to foreigners whom they 
abhorred.^ Women and cliildicnueie 
executed for the crime of a&si>a.ing 
tiicir fugitive husbands and paroiiii 
w ith a pen ly in their utmost need, 
and even for consoling them with a 
letter in their cxilo.*^ Such was the 
regular com sc of affairs as administeiecl 
by tlic lllood Council. The additional 
barbaiitics committed amid the pack 
and ruin of thobe bla/ing and starviiig 
cities, are almost beyond belief; UU' 
bom infants were tom from the living 
bodies of their mothers; women and 
children were violated by thousands; 
and whole populations burned and 
hacked to pieces by soldieis m every 
mode which cruelty, m its W’anton 
ingenuity, could devise^ Such w-w 
the administration, of wliich Vargaj 
affirmed, at its close, that too much 
meicy, ^^nimiamuericordui/* had been 
its rum.® 

Even Philip, inspii ed by secret views, 
became weaned of the Governor, who, 
at Qu early penod, had already given 
offence by his arrogance. To ooinmo- 
morate lus victories, the Viceioy had 
erected a colossal statue, not to hi-i 
monarch, but to himself. To proclaim 
the royal pardon, he had seated himself 
upon a golden throne. Such insolent 
airs could bo ill foi given by the al>‘?o- 
lutc King. Too cautions to proioke 
an open nipture, he allowed the Go- 
vernor, after he had done all liis work, 
and more than all lus woik, to retire 
TVithoat disgrace, but without a tri- 
umph. For tho sins of that adminis- 
tration, mabter and servant are in ec^ual 
measure responsible. 

The character of the Duke of Alvn, 

ryke, jouk als oud, weduwen en wco&cn, 
mannon, viouwcii eii maegdou Send- 
bnof in forme von Suppheabsy etc.. In Bor, 
VI 467 

* Bondbiicf, eto., Bor, vi 497. 

* Ibid. « Ibid. • Ibid. ? Ibid. 

* ileterea, iv. SS, 
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BO £ar aa iho Kofchorlands &re concein* 
ed, Bceins almost like a caricature. As 
a creation of ficUoni it \7onld eeem 
grotesque: yet even that hardy^ His* 
toiical scepticism^ which delights in 
reveremg judgment of centuries, 
and in re-establlslung reputations long 
since degraded to the dust, must find 
it difficult to alter this man's position. 
No historical decision is final; an ap- 


peal to a more remote posterity, found- 
ed upon more acciu^te evidcnco, is al- 
ways valid; but when the verdict has 
been pronounced upon facts which are 
undisputed, and upon testimony from 
the criminal's lips, there is little chiuico 
of a rercrsol of the sentence ^ It is 
an aflcctation of philosophical candour 
to extenup.te \ icca which are not only 
avowed, but claimed as vii*bneB. 


NOTE. 


As specimens of the songs made by 
the people while Alva was making 
their laws, the author ventures the 
following iian<3lations of popular bal- 
lads. The oiiginals may be found, 
tho one in the collection of Eimst 
Hunch; Niedei landsches Museum, I., 
12j, 120. the other in Van Vloten’s | 
excellent republioation of Notherlaud 
Historical Songs — Nederlandsche Uca- 
chledxangen, i., 393. Profeaaor Alt- 
meyer has also quoted them in his 
Succursale du Tribunal de Sang." 

“ Slact op den tromolc, van dure dom deyno; 
Slaot op den tromolc, van dune dom 
docs* 

Slaot op den tromolo, van dure dom deyno, 
Ylve le gens ! la uu do loes 

**De Spaensebo luqui^itle, voor Godt ma^ 
htio, 

De SpacDscho Inquisitic, als draccx 
bloot fol; 

Do Sp.'icnsche Iiiquisitie ghevocit pnnitie, 
De Spaensebe luqiusibe onbvaclt bacr 
apoL 

** Vivo lo gcus I ivilt clmstenlf k leren, 

Vwe le geus J lioiidt c moot 
Vive lo geus J Godt boboedt voor siicven, 
Vito lo geus J cdel cbristcu blocdb 


I The tune is paet vrben it could be said 
that the cruelty of Alva, or tho enormities 
of bis adnfiiustration, have been exaggerated 
by party violence Human invention is in- 
capable of outstripping tbo truth upon this 
Bucdect. To attempt the dofcnco of cither 
the man or Ills measure's at the firosent day 
Is to convict oneself of an amount of igno- 
rance or of Ingotry ngmust which history 
ond argument are ahko ^lo-wcrlcos Tho 
pnbhcation of the Duko’s letters in tho cor- 
respondence of Simanctis and in the Dosan- 
90Q papers, together with that compact 
mass of horror, long before the world under 
the title of Scntnifien van Alva." in which 
a portion only of the sentences of death and 


TRANSLATION. 

Beat the drum £;aily, rub a dow, nib a dub; 

Beat the dnnn g.uly, rub a dub, rub a dow ; 

Beat tlie di iitii g uly, rub a dow, 1 ub a dub 

Long live tho Beggars i is tlio watchwoid 
now 

Tho Spanish Inquisition, vnthout intermis- 
bion — 

The Snail ish Inquisition has drunk our 

The B]>aiJi-h Inquisition, may God's male- 
diction 

Blast tlio Spamsh Diquisition and all her 
brood. 

Long hvo tho Beggars I wUt thou Christ's 
word cherish— 

Long Itvo the Beggars I bo bold of heart 
and hand ; 

Long live the Beggars I God will sot see 
thee perish : 

Long live tho Beggars I oh noble Chnstian 
btind. 

**De I’aus en Fapisten, Gods handt duet 
bevon. 

Do Pans en Fapisten ,syn t* eynden Iiacr 
r.ict* ^ 

Pc P.ui- eu Fapisten wroot bovoti {.(.Iirorou, 

Giij Pans eu Fapibten, soot uu oHuot. 

** T s waort IS gotrokken , certeyn godU wrooc 
nacct, 

’T swaeit is gotrokken, door Joannes a 
. BChryft; 


banivlimcnt pronounced by him during his 
reign, have been copied from the official re- 
cords— theso in thomBolvos would bo a suffi- 
cient justification of all tlio cliargca evor 
brought by the moot bitter contcniporary 
of Uollanrl or Fl'Uiiicrs If tho invosti^ 
tor should remain sciplical, bowevor, let 
him examine the Bcgistre dcs CoDdamnfis 
ot B.innis & aatise des Troubles des Foys 
Baa,** in throe, together with the Beoords 
of the *‘C(.<nficil dea Troubles," in fbrty- 
threo folio volumes, iu tho Boyal Arcblvos 
at Brussels. Alter going through sill these 
chronicles of iT^quity, the most detorminol 
histone doubts will prulbably throw up tho 

CffJKt, 





Tswacarb is getirokken, dat Apocalypau 
maect» naeot, 

*T Bwoert is getvoklcen, gliy wert nu 
ontlyft. 

‘*T onscliuldijTbloet dat ghy bcft vcrgoton, 

'T onschuldig bloot leyt over u wraeck; 

T ouschuldii; bloot to storten kccft u met 
verdioton, 

'T onschuldig bloot dat dro&ct ghy met 
den dr^ck 


The bitter blasphemy of the follow* 
ijig ia but a faint expression of tbe 
hatred which the tyranny of Alva had 
excited in the popular heart. It is 
called the Qhent Paternoster (Gentsch 
Vaderonze), and is addressed to the 
Duke of Alva. ^ 

OEMTSCH VADIIBOKZB. 


\loisschon arm, dacr ghy op betroud(^ 

U vlcisschcn arm beschwyckt u nu ; 

U vloisschou arm die u buys houde, 

U vleissohen arm. wyckt van u schoon ** 
Ernst MUnch, Niodeilandschcs 
Museum, i 125, 125 


TRjiNSLATXOir. 

The Pope and Papisls are shivering sr.d 

• shaking ; 

The Pope and Papists ore at ihnr wits’ 
ends j 

The Pope and Papists at God's right hand 
are quaking 

Pope and Papists, find ahsolutiun now, 
my fhenda 1 

The sword is drawn now, God’s wakened 
vengeance lowers , 

The sword is drawn now, the ApocalypbO 
unrolled ; 

The sward ie drawn naw, Gad's swwJ sjod 
wrath are ours , 

The sword is drawn now which Apostle 
John foretold 

TIio innocent blood which ye ’ve caused to 
flow like water , 

The innocent blood which your wicked 
hands hath stained , 

The innocent blood cries out for blood and 
slaynhier 

That innocent blood which, like dragons 
fell, ye dramed. 

Tour fleshly arm is witbeneg and shrink- 
ing^ 

Tour fleshly arm winch ye trusted fierce 
and bom , 

Tout fleshly arm and the house it built arc 
sinking ; 

Tour fleshly arm now is niairuwless and 
cold. 


** Helsche duvel, dio tot Brussel syt, 

Uweu naem onde faem sy vurmaledyt, 

U ryck vergao condor rcapyt, 

Want hecit gcduyi t to laiigen tyd. 

Uwon willoii sal met gowerdon, 

Koch in homol noch op oideti : 

Ghy boncempt ons btiydon ous dageluz 
broot, 

TV’iff onde knyderon hobbeu *t grooto 
noot. 

Ghy on vei^eft nicmant syn schult, 
W.uit ghy met hnet ende nyt syt vorrult. 
Ghy eu laot niemant ongetempt^t, 

Alle dese landen ghy perburbeert. 

O hemelschcn voder, die in den hemcl hj h 
Maockt ouB deson helschcn duvel quyt, 
Slet synen bloedigen, val&chen luet, 

Baer hy meede handelt alio quaet, 

En syn spaens ch^chsvolk allegaer, 

*T wdek Iccfb of sy des duvels woer 
Amen 

Tun Vloten, KcdcrlanJsche GcscUiod* 
langeu, l 

TRAKBLATION, 

Our devH, who dost iu Brussors dwell, 
Curst be thy name in earth and hoU * 

Thy kmgdoni speedily pass away, 

^Vhlch hath bl.islcd and blightod Us many >i 
d.\y ; 

Thy will neveimore bo dono. 

In heaven above nor under the sun; 

Thou takest daily our daily bread ; 

Our wives and children he staiving or dc.ul 
Ko man’s tresixLssos thou forgivcst. 
Bevonge is the food on winch thou li\ ost. 
Thou Modest all men into temptation , 

Unto evil thou hast delivered this nation 
Our Father, m heaven which ai t, 

Grant that this bolhsh devil may soon dc 
part— 

And with him his Council false and blc>ci>ly, 
TTho make murder and rapine their dulj 
study— ' 

And all his savage war-dogs of Simin, 

Oil scad them back to the Bevii, thilr 
Wher, Amen. • 



PAET IV. 


ABMINISTKATION OF THE GRAIJD COMMANDER. 

1573-1576. 


CHAPTEK I. 


Previous caroor of llequosczia~Fhilip*a pasaion for dotoil— Apparent and real purposes of 
govorumen^XImverBal desire for peace — Corresjiondence of leading royalists with 
Ozango — ^Bankruptev of the exchequer at Alvars doiiarburo — Expensive n^ure of 
war — Pretence of mildness on the poi't of tho Commander — ^His private views — Dlstrcsa 
of Hondragon at Uiddelbuig'^^lnnpled condition of Holland — Orauge*s secret negotia- 
Uous with France — St Aldegondas views m captivity-*^Expedibion to relievo Middel* 
burg— Counter preparations of Orange— Defeat of the expombon— Capitulation of Mon- 
diegon— Plana of Orongo and lus brothers— An army under Count Xouis crosses iha 
Rtime — Alcosuras taken by Boqueaens— Mfiooeuvres of Avila and of Louis — The two 
armies m face at Hook— Battle of Mook-heabh — Overthrow end death of Count Louis— 
The phantom battle— Character of Louis of Nassau— Painful uncertamty as to his fate— 
Periodical mutinies of tho Spanish troops characterised— Mutiny after the battle of Mook 
—Antwerp attacked and occupied— Insolent and oppressive conduct of the mut^ieera— 
Offers of Requesena refused— Mutiny in tlio citadel— Exploits of folvatieria— Temu of 
composition'^oldiora' feast on clie mere— Successful expedition of Admu^ Boisot. 


Tits liorroia of Alva’s administration 
hod caused men to look back with 
fondness upon the milder and more 
vacillating tyranny of the Duchess 
Maigarct. Fiom the same cause the 
advent of the Giand Commander was 
hailed with pleasure^ and with a mo^ 
mentary gleam of hojie. At any rate, 
it was a lelief ihat the man in whom 
an almost impossible perfection of 
cruelty seemed embodied was at last 
to be withdrawn. It was certain that 
his successor, however ambitious of 
following in Alva’s footsteps, would 
never be able to rival the mtensity 
aud the unswerving directness of pur- 
pose which it had been permitted to 
the Duke’s nature to attam. The new 
\ Governor-General was, doubtless, hu- 
^ man, and it had been long since the 


N’etherlandei'S imagined anything in 
common between themselves and the 
late Viceroy. ^ 

Apaitfiom this hope, however, there 
was little encouragement to be derived 
from anything positively known of the 
new functionaiy, or the poUcy which 
he w'as to represent. Don Luis de 
licquesens and Cuhiga, Grand Com- 
mander of Castile and late Governor 
of Milan, was a man of mediocre abili- 
ties, who possessed a reputation for 
moderation and sagacity w'liich he 
hainlly deserved. His military prowess 
hod been chiefly displayed m the 
bloody and bairen batue of Lepanto, 
where his conduct and counsd were 
supposed to have contributed, in some 
measure, to tho victorious result.^ 
administration at Milan had been 

> 

Mendoza, x, 2S9, 233. 
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I'he Pnncd accordingly warned liia 
new oorre^ondent that, m spite of all 
the proofs of imcompromising loyalty 
which he had exhibited, he %\as yet 
znoTing upon a daik and shppery path 
way, and might, even like 1 gmontand 
Horn, find a scaffold as the end and 
the letvard of his caieer So profound 
was that abyss of dissimulation which 
constituted the royal pohcy towards 
the Ketheilands that the most un 
scrupulous partisans of government 
could only see doubt and danger with 
regard to then future destiny, and 
were sometimes only saved by on op 
poitune death from disgrace and the 
baDgmau’s banfln 

Such, then, were the scntimenta of 
many emment pemon igea, even imong 
the moat devoted loyalists All longed 
for peace, many even definitely ex 
pect^ it, upon the arrival of the Qi ind 
Commander Moreover, that func 
tionaiy discovered, at lue first glance 
into the diBordeily state of the es 
chequer, that at least aehoit rcB|iio 
waa dean able bcfoie proceeding with 
tile mteimmable measures of hostility 
Bgamat the rebellion If anv man had 
been ever disposed to give Alva citdit 
tor administiative ability, such deln 
non must hav e vamshed at the spec 
tacle of confusion and bankruptcy 
Which presented itself at the teimma- 
tion of his government He reeolutely 
dechned to give his successor any in 
formation whatev er as to hia financial 
position *»So far fiom furnishing a 
detailed statement, such as might natu 
tally be expected upon so momentous 
an occasion, he mformed the Giand 
Commander that ev en a aketch was en 
tirely out of the question, and would 
require moie time and laboui than he 
could then afford'’ He tock his do 
pirture accordingly, leav iigRcquesons 
in profound ignoranoe as to his past 
accounts^ on ignorance m winch it is 
probable that the Duke hmiself shared 
to the fullest extent His enemies 
stoutly maiutoiuod that however loose 

1 Letter of itequoroua to PI ilip II m 
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ly hiB accounts had been kepl^ be hod 
been veiy careful to make no mistakes 
against him aelf, and that he had i etired 
full of wealth, if not of honour, from 
his long and terrible admimstration ' 
His own letters, on the contrary, oo 
cused the King of ingmtitadc, in yiei 
mittmg an old soldier to rum hun&elf, 
not only m health but m fortune, fui 
want of proper recompense dm mg in 
arduous adm mstration * At any i at" 
it IS very certam th it the rebellion h 1 1 
already been an expensive mattei to 
the Crown The army m the Ntthor 
lands numbered more than sixty tno 
thousand men, eight thousand being 
Spamaids the rest AVnlloona and Gli 
mans I'oity millions of dollais had 
alieady been sunk,'' and it seemed 
probable that it would lequire neaily 
the whole annual pioduce of the 
Ameiicau mines to siistim the war 
The transatlantic gold and silvci, die 
inteiTed fiom the depths vvhcie they 
had been buried for agvs, vvert em 
plov cd, not to expand the omTent of i 
healthy life giving commerce, hut ti 
be melted mto blood The sw oat mil 
the toituies of the Kmgs pagan sill 
yeciB in the primeval forests of the 
New World were made subsidiary to 
the extermination of hie Netheiland 
people, and the destruction of an 
ancient cmhoation To this end had 
Columbus divcovered a hemiaphero 
for Castile and Aragon, and the 
New Indies revealed then Liddin 
treoaiire 

Forty mdliono of ducats had been 
spent Six and a half millions of ai 
rearages'’ wue due to the aimy, while 
its ciurent expeubcs vvcio six hunditd 
thousand a month f The militaiy ex 
pensea alone of the Ncthei lauds vveie 
occoidingly more than seven milliou 
of dollars yo irly and the mmej of the 
New Woild pioduced, durmg the half 
century of Pluhp s reign, an av enj^e t i 
only eleven ® \gamat this constouny 
mci eismg deficit, thei e was not a stiv or 
m the excheqtiei, noi the meana oliau 
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log one.^ The tenth penny had been 
long virtually extinct^ and was soon to 
be jorznnlly aboli^ed. Condscation 
had cetised to afiford a permanent re* 
venue^ arifl flia estates obstinately re* 
Insed to grant a doUar. Such was the 
condition to which the unrelenting 
tyranny and the financial experiments 
of Alva had reduced the country. 

It was^ thhreforej obvious to Reqtie* 
sens that it would be useful at the 
moment to hcQd out hopes of paidon 
and reconciliation. He saw^ what he 
had not at fii'St comprohendccl, and 
what few bigoted siijiporfcera of abso- 
lutism m any ago have ever compie- 
heuded, that national enthusiasm, 
when profound and general, makes a 
rebellion more expensive to the dospot 
tlian to the insurgents "Bcfoic my 
ariival,” wrote the Oiand Commauder 
to his sovereign, "I did not undcr^ 
stand how the lebols could maintain 
such considerable fleets, uhilo your 
Kajesty could not sup^iort a single 
one. It appears, however, that men 
who are fighting for their lives, their 
fiieaides, their property, and then 
false religion, for then own causo, 
in short, are contented to receive 
rations only, without receiving pay/'* 
The moral which the new Qoveinor 
drew from hia correct diagnosis of the 
prevailing disorder was, not that this 
national enthusiasm should be lespcct- 
ed, but that it should be deceived. 
He deceived no one but himself, how* 
ever. Ke censured Noircaimcs and 
Romero for their mtenneddlmg, but 
held out hopes of a general pacification. ' 
He repudiated the idea of any reconci- 
liation between the King and th e Prince 
of Orange, but proposed at the same 
time a settlement of the revolt.'* Ho 
had not yet learned that the revolt and 
William of Orange were one. Although 
the Prince himself had repeatedly of- 
fered to withdraw for ever from the 
country, if his absence would expedite 
a settlement satisfactory to the pro- 
vinces,* there was not a patiiot in the 

^ Letter of Bequesens Coirospoudauce 
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Hetherlands who could contemplate 
his departure without despair. Alore' 
over, they all knew better than did 
Ileqnesenfi, the inevitable result of the 
pacifio me^ures which had been daily 
foresbadowed. 

The appointment of the Grand 
Commander ^vas in truth a desperate 
attempt to deceive the Netherlanders. 
He approved distinctly and heaiiily of 
Alva’s policy,** but wrote to the King 
that it was desirable to amuse the 
people with the idea of another and a 
milder scheme. He aflected to believe, 
and poihaps rc.ally did believe, that 
the nation would accept the destruc- 
tion of all their institutions, piovided 
that penitent heretics were allowed to 
be reconciled to the MoUier Church, 
and obstinate ones permitted to go 
into perpetual exile, taking with them 
a sm.ill portion of their worldly goods. 
Koi Unng willing to m.ike this last and 
almost inci edible conces>.sion, he begged 
paidun smcciely of the King. If cen- 
surable, he ought not, he thought, to 
be too severely Ifiamcd, for hia loyalty 
was known. The world was aware how 
often he had risked his life for his Ksv* 
jesty, and how gladly and bow many 
more times he was ready to risk it m 
future. In his opinion, religion had, 
after all, but very little to do with the 
troubles, and so he confidentially in- 
formed his Bo\creign. Egmont end 
Horn had died Catholics, the people 
did not rise to assist the l^riiice's in- 
vasion in Xo08, and the uc^ religion 
was only a lever by which n few artful 
demagogues had attempted to over- 
thiow the King’s authority.^ 

Such views os these revealed the 
measure of the new Govemor'a capa- 
city. The people had really refused 
to use in 1563, not because they were 
without sympathy for Orange, but 
because they ■wore paialyscd by their 
fear of Alvik Binco those days, how- 
ever, the new religion had increased 
and muHiijliod e\oiy where, in 'the 
bloo d which had rained upon it, B 
* Convspondaiicc do Guillaume le 
39W00 *■» 
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was now to find a Cilliolic in 

Holland and Zealmd, ^\lio nas not a 
government agent* The riinca had 
been a model te Cathc lie. in the open 
ing scenes of the ici cllon, nliile he 
came fnnaid aa the chimpion of 
libel t} fur a’l toima of Chiiotnnity 
He h'^d non bee ime a com Lit to the 
nei/ religion, nithout iceedmg an inch 
fiom hiB po' tiou m favoui of univer 
sal toleration The non ichj,ion nas 
thciefore, not an instrument deaiscd 
by a faction, but had expanded into 
the atmosiheie of the people’s diil 3 
life India iduals might be erecuted 
for claiming to breathe it, but itnas 
itself impalpable to the attaci a of des 
potism Yet the Gland Cominandei 
penuaded himself tint lebgioi hid 
httle or nothing to do nith the at-te 
of the Nethcilands Nothing more 
was neeessaiy, he thought, or affected 
to thmlc, m older to restore traiiqu 1 
hty, than once more to apre id the net 
of a general amnestj' 

The Duke of Alva knew better 
That funotionaiy, nith nhom, befoio 
his departuie fiom the piouncts, 
Bequesens had been commmdcd to 
confer, distinctly stated his opinion 
that there nas no use of tall mg about 
pardon Brutally, but candidly, he 
maintamed that there was nothing to 
bo done but to continue the process 
of extermination It was necessary, 
he said, to reduce the coiintiy to a 
deadlevdmf unres sting misery, bcfoio 
an act or oblnion could be s cuielv 
laid down as the foundation of a new 
and permanent older of s icict} * He 
hod alieady given his adiice to his 
Majesty, that every toi n m the conn 
try should be burned to the gioimd, 
except those which could be peima 
nenUy occupied by the royil troops 
The King, however, m his access of 
clemency at the appointment of a new 
admimstration, mstructed the Qiand 
Commander not to resmt to thu mea 
*ure vnUa it should ieeome siiiUly 
necessary* Such weie the opposite 
f^mions of the old and new governois 

* Letter of Fnneo of Orange, 28tli Seplrm- 
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With regaid to the pardon Tlie 
learned Viglius sided with Alva, al 
though manifestly against his wJ’ 
“It IS both the Duke’s opinion and 
my own,” wrote the Commander, 
“that Vighus docs ^t daie to t\ 
pi ess his real opiinoif, and that he h 
secietly desirous of an ari angeniciit 
w th the rebels ” * With a good di 1 
of inconsistency, the Govcinor wii 
off iided, not oiili with th le i lie 
oiiposed his plans, but with thoio who 
fai cured them He was aiioij with 
Vigliiis, a ho, at least nominal' , d s 
appioaed of tho pardon, and with 
Noircames, Acischot, and othcis, who 
mam L-.ted a wish for a p cifi dinn 
Of the chief chaiactcii'-l c ‘•cubed ti 
the iieople by Julius Ge ai, namch, 
that they foigot ntithci favoiiis n r 
mjtiiies, the second hilf onh, m the 
Gi and Commau 1l' ’s opinion, h i i bet ii 
ictained Not oiih did they ncici 
foigot injuries but then iiiemorj said 
he, was so goid, th it they recollect 1 
n any which they had nevei receitod 

On the whole, ho > ever, in tho ei i 
ban assed condition of affairs, and w hits 
waiting for further supplies, the Cum 
niandor was secretly isposed to tiy 
the cQcctof apardon The objoctwai 
to deceit e the peojile and to gam ti no, 
for therewas no intention of conceding 
hnerty of conscience, of witlidiii iiij 
foreign troops, or of assembling the 
states-geueral It was, however, not 
possible to apply these hypocr tical 
measuiCB of conciliition immediatch 
Tho war was m full caieei, and ooiil 1 
not be aiiested even m that w nt t 
sea on The patiiots heldMoncli i^, a 
closely besieged m lliddelbuig the 
last point 111 the Is'e of atalchcisP 
vlnch held for tho King Them w s 
a consideiable treasuie m monej aid 
meichandise shutupm tliat citfy, and, 
moi eover, so desen mg and disting i h 
ed an officer asJlondiagon could not be 
abandoned to his fate At the same 
time, famine was pressing him soieli, 
and, by the end of the jear, gaiiison 
and tow nspcojile had nothing but lats, 

• Ibid , u 1287 4 Ibid ii 1283 
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jnice, dogBj catBj and such lepulaive 
substitut“a for food, to support life 
withal * It was necessary to take 
hmncdiate measures to relieve the 
place. 

On the other hand, the situation of 
the j/atiiota Wi.|i not very eneouvagmg. 
Their superiority on the sea was un- 
questionablo, for the UoUanders and 
Calenders were the best sailors in 
the world, and they asked of their 
country no payment for their blood, 
butthankB. The land leteea, however, 
were usually mercciiaites, who woie 
apt to mutiny at the cummcncemrnt 
of an action if, as was too often the 
Ciise, thoir nviges could not he p.aid 
Holland was entirely out in twain by 
the loss of Hailcm and the Icaguoi of 
Leyden, no communication between 
the dissevered portions being possible, 
except with difficulty and danger “ The 
estates, although they had dona much 
for the cause, and were prepared to do 
much more, were too apt to wrangle 
about economical details. They irri- 
tated the Piince of Oiango by buck- 
steiing about subsidies to a degree 
ubicb bis pi oud and gonoious n.i title 
could liaull}' bi ook Uo bad strong 
hopes from France. Louis of Kassau 
bad held eecict iuteiricws with the 
Huke of Alenfon and the Duke of 
Anjou, now King of Poland, at Bla- 
mont * Alcu^on h<ad assured him 
secretly, afleotionalely, and warmly, 
that he would be as sincere a friend 
to the causa as were bis two royal 
brothers. The Count bad even re- 
ceived one hundi'cd thousand Uvres 
in band, as an earnest of the favour- 
able intentions of France,'* and was 
now busily engaged, at the instance 
of tho Piinee, in levying an army in 
Germany for the relict of l.eyden and 
the rp^t of Holland, while William, on 
his part, was omitting nothing, whether 
by representations to the estates or by 
secret foreign missions and correspond- 

1 Letter of Do la Klunder in Qroen v. 
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encBy to furblier the cause of the saSer* 
ing country.® 

At the same time, the Piince dreaded 
the effect of the promised pardon. He 
had reason, to he dlabruatful of the 
general temper of the nation when a 
man like Saint Aldegonde, the enlight- 
ened patriot, and his own tried fnend, 
was influenced by the disoouraging and 
daugevouB position in which he found 
hiniself to abiiiidon the high ground 
upon which they lind both bo long and 
eo fliiiCtly stood. Sahiit Aidogondoh?^ 
1>een held a strict prisoner since his 
capture at iHaeslandsluis, at the closo 
of Aviva’s administration.^ It was, no 
doubt, a predicament attended with 
much keen sufibiiug and positive dan- 
ger. It had hitherto been the uniform 
policy oi the government to kill all 
prisoners, of whatever rank. Accord- 
ingly, some had been di owned, some 
been hanged, some beheaded, some 
poisoned in their dungeons — all had 
been niurdeied. This had been Alva's 
course. The Grand Commander also 
highly approved of the system,® but 
Gic capture of Count Bossu by the 
patriots had necessitated a suspension 
of such iigour® It was certain that 
Bossu's head would fall as soon as 
Saint Aldegonde’s, the Prince having 
expressly warned the government of 
this inevitable result Notwithstand- 
ing that security, however, for liis 
eventual restoi.ition to liberty, a Ne- 
tberlaud rebel lu a Spanish prison 
could hardly feel hims^^ at ease. 
There were so many foot-marks into 
the cave, and not a single one coming 
foi'tlL Yet it was not singular, how- 
ever, that the Prince should read wilh 
regret the somewhat insincere casuistry 
with w hich Saiut Aldcgonde sought to 
pci'suade himself and his lellow-coun* 
tiymen, that a reconciliation with the 
monarch was desirable, even upon un- 
worthy teiins He was somewhat 
shocked that so vahant and eloquent a 
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mipporter of the Boformation should 
oooUy express his opinion that the 
King tronld probably refuse liberty of j 
conscience to the Ketherlanders, but 
would, no doubt, permit heretics to go j 
into banishment " Perhaps, after we 
have gone into exile," added Saint Al- j 
degonde, almost with baseness, " Ood 
may give us an opportunity of doing 
such good service to the King, that he 
will lend us a more favourablo ear, and, 
peiadventure, permit our return to tho 
country.” 1 

Certainly, such language was not 
becoming the pen which wrote the 
famous Compromise. The Prince 
himself was, however, not to be in- 
duced, even by the captivity and tho 
remonstrances of so valued a fiicnd, 
to swerve from the path of duty. He 
still maintained, in public and private, 
that the withdrawal of foreign troops 
from the provinces, the restoration of 
the old constitutional privileges, and 
the entire freedom of conscience in 
i-eligious matters, were the indispens- 
able conditions of any pacidcation. It 
was plain to him that tho Spaniards 
were not ready to giant these coudi- 
tions; but he felt confident that he 
should accomplish the release of Saint 
Aldegonde without condescending to 
an Ignominious peace. 

The moat pressing matter, upon the 
Grand Commander's amval, was obvi- 
ously to relieve the city of Hiddel- 
burg. Hondrogon, after so stanch a 
defence, would soon be ohhged to 
capituIate,'^^esB he ehould piomptly 
receive supxilies. Bequesens, accord- 
ingly, collected seventy-five ehips at 
B^gen op Zoom, which were placed 
nominally under the command of 
Admiral de Olimes, hut in reality 
under that of Julian Bomero. An- 
other fieet of thirty vessels had been 
assembled at Antwerp under Sancho 
d’Avila. Both, amply freighted with 
provimons, were destined to make their 
way to Uiddelburg by the two dif- 
ferent passages of the Honde and the 
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Eastern Scbeld ” On the other hand, 
the Prince of Orange had repaired tc 
Elushing to superintend the operations 
of Admiral Boisot, who already, m 
obedience to his orders, had got a 
powerful squadron in readiness at that 
place. Late in Januaif 1574, d’Avik 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Elusli- 
ing, where he awaited the ai-rival of 
Bomero’e fleet. United, the two Com- 
mandeis were to make a determined 
attempt to reinforce the starving city 
of Middelburg.^ At the same time 
Governor Bequesens made his appeal'- 
once in person at Bergen op Zoom to 
expedite the departure of tlie strongoi 
fleet,* hut it was not the inteiilioii of 
the Prince of Orange to .allow this 
expedition to save the city. The 
Spanish generals, however valiant, 
were to learn that their genius was 
not amphibious, and that the Bcggais 
of the Sea were still iiivincihlo on 
their own clement, even if their hi o- 
thren of the land had occasionally 
quailed 

Admiral Boisot’s fleet h.ad already 
moved up the Scbeld and taken a po- 
sition nearly opposite to Bergen op 
Zoom.* On the 20th of January the 
Piince of Orange, embarking finin 
Zieiick Zee, came to make them a 
visit before the impending action. IPs 
galley, conspicuous for its eleg,aut do- 
coiations, was exposed for some time 
to the artillery of the fort, but proii- 
dentially escaped unharmed. He as 
semblbd all the officers of his armada, 
and, in brief but eloquent language, 
remmded them how necessary it was 
to the salvation of the whole coiinti y 
that they should prevent tho city ct 
MiJdelhurg — the key to the whole of 
Zealand, steady upon the poiut of 
falling into the han^ of the patriots — 
from being now wrested from^ their 
grasp. On the sea, at least, the Hol- 
landers and Ze.alanders were at home, 
The ofiicers and men, with one accord, 
rent the air with their cheera They 
swore that they would shed every drop 
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of blood in their Teins but they would 
niatain the Prince and the country; 
and they solemnly vowed not only to 
serve, if necessary, withont wages, but 
to sacrifice all that they possessed in 
the world rather than abandon the 
cause of their fltherland.’- Having by 
his presence and his language aroused 
their valour to so high a pitch of en- 
thusiasm, the Prince dexiorted for 
Delft, to make arrangements to drive 
the Spaniards from the siege of Ley- 
' den.® 

On the 29th of January, the fleet of 
Boniero sailed from Bcigcn, disposed 
in three dmeiona, each numbering 
twenty-five vesaols of different sizes. 
As the Grand Commander stood on 
the dyke of Sclmkerloo to witness the 
dcpartuie, a general salute was fii-cJ 
by the fleet in hia honour, but with 
most unfortunata augury. The dis- 
charge, by some accident, set flic to 
the magazines of one of tbe sbips, 
which blew up witli a terrible explo- 
sion, eveiy soul on board peiishiug 
The expedition, nevertheless, con- 
tinued its way. Opposite Romei swael, 
the fleet of Boisot auaited them, diawn 
up in battle array* As an indication 
of the spiiit which animated this hardy 
race, it may bo mentioned that Sobot, 
captain of the fi.ig-sliip, had been left 
on shore, dying of a pestilential fever. 
Admiral Boisot had appointed a Flush- 
inger, Klaaf Klaafzoon, in hia place. 
Just before the action, however, Schot, 
“scarcely able to blow a feather fiom 
his mouth,” staggered on board his 
^ ship, and claimed the command. ■* 
! There was no disputing a precedency 
which he had risen from hia death-bed 
to vindicate. There was, however, a 
j: short discussion, as the enemy's fleet 
approached, between these rival cap- 
ias r^arding the manner in whi(^ 
the Spaniards should be received. 

1 Letter of Do la Klundor m Aicluves de 
la Maison d’Ornage, iv 307 — “Teilomont 
encourogea lee soldats quo tous d'uno rnSmo 
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de leiur saug, et quo plus tot que d'abaudon- 
. Her la cause, aymeroient miculx de semr 
■ un au eauBrccevoirmaille, roirct enebouger 
f.' tout ea qa'ila out on ce moude.” 
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Klaafzoon was of opinion that most of 
the men should go bedow till after the 
enemy's first discharge. Schot insisted 
that all should remain on deck, ready 
to grapple with the Spanish fleet, and 
to board them without the least delay. 
The sentiment of Schot prevailed, and 
all hands stood on deck, ready with 
boarding-pikes and giapplmg-irons.** 

The flist division of Romero came 
nearer, and delivei ed its first broadside, 
when Schot and Klaafzoon both fell 
mortally wounded. Admiral Boisot 
lost an eye,® and many ofllcers and 
sailors in the other vessels were killed 
or wounded. This was, however, the 
first and Last of the cannonading. As 
many of Romero’s vessels as could bo 
grappled with in tbe narrow estuaiy 
found thenl^olres looked in close em- 
brace with tiieir enemies. A murder- 
ous hand-to-li.and conflict succeeded. 
Battle-axe, boaiding-pike, pistol, and 
dagger were the w capons. Eveiy man 
who yielded himself a prisoner was 
instantly stabbed and tossed into the 
sea by the icmorseless Zealanders. 
Fighting only to kill, and not to 
plunder, they did not even stop to 
take the gold chains which many 
Spaniards wore on their necks. It 
had, however, been obvious from tbe 
beginning that the Spanish fleet were 
not likely to achieve that triumph 
over the iwiiiots shich was nccessaiy 
before they could reheye Middelburg. 
The battle continued a littlo longer; 
but after fifteen ships Had been 
taken and twelve hundred royahsta 
slain, the remainder of the enemy’s 
fleet letreated into Bergen.® Romei o 
himself, whose ship had grounded, 
sprang out of a poit-hole and swam 
ashore, followed by such of his men 
os were able to imitate him. He 
landed at the very feet of the Grand 
Comm.ander, who, wet and cold, hod 
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been standing all day upon tlio dyke 
of Schokerloo, in the midst of a pour- 
ing rain, only to witnc‘!‘i the total defeat 
of hie armada at last.‘ “ I told your 
Excellency,” said Romero, eoolly, ae 
he climbed, all diipping, on the bank, 
“that I was a land-lighter and not a 
sailor. If you -nere to give me the 
command of a hundred fleets, I believe 
that none of them would fare better 
than this has dono.”^ Tlie Governor 
and his discomfited but philosophical 
lieutenant, then letmncd to lieigen, 
and thence to Biu'-sels, acknowledging 
that the city of lliddclburg must fall; 
while Sancho d’ Avila, hearing of the 
disaster which had befallen his countiy- 
men, brought his fleet, with the great- 
est expedition, back to Antwerp Thus 
the gallant Mondragon was abandoned 
to his fate ^ 

That fate could no longer- be pro- 
tracted. The city of Middelbuig had 
i-eached and passed the starvatiou pomt 
StiU Mondragon was determined not 
to yield at discretion, although very 
willing to capitulate The Prince of 
Oranm, after the victory of Bergen, 
was desirous of an unconditional sur- 
render, belieiing it to lie his right, 
and knowing th.it he could not be 
supposed capable of pi.aotising upon 
Middelburg the venge,ance which had 
been wreaked on N aarden, Zutphen, and 
Hailom. Mondragon, however, swore 
that he would set fire to the city in 
twenty places, and perish with every 
soldier and burgher in the il.imes 
together, rather than abandon himself 
to the enemy’s mercy * The Prince 
knew that the brave Spaniaid was en- 
tirely capable of executing his throat. 
He granted honoui.able conditions, 
which, on the 18th February, wore 
drawn up in five articles, and signed.'* 
It was agreed that Mondragon and his 
troops should leave the place, with 


i Cabrera, x. 780. Boofd, Uetcren, ubi 
sup. 
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their arms, ammunition, and all their 
poraoual property. The citizens whs 
rem, lined were to take oath of fidelity 
to the Prince, os stadholder for hia 
Majesty, and were to pay besides a 
sub.,iJy of three hundred thousand 
lloiins. Mondragon uiAs, furthermore, 
to procure the discharge of Saint Alde- 
gonde, and of four other prisoners of 
i.mk, or, failing in the attempt, was to 
return within two months, and consti- 
tute himself prisoner of war. The 
Catholic priests were to take a.i.ay 
fiom the city none of their propeity 
but their clothes '* In accoidaiicc u iLli 
this capitulation, Mondiagon, .and tlinso 
who wished to accompany him, left 
the city on the fllst of Fcbiii.siy, ,aud 
were conveyed to the Flemish shore 
at Neuz. It will be seen in the sequel 
that the Goveinni neither granted him 
the release of the five prisoners, nor 
peimittcd him to return, accoiding to 
his parole A few days afterwards, 
the Prince enteied the city, re-org.m 
isod the m.agisliaoy, leceived the alle- 
giance of the inhabitants, restored the 
ancient constitution, and liberally re 
mitted two-thirds of the sum in whicli 
they had been mulcted ^ 

The Spaniaids had thus hoen suc- 
cessfully diivcn from the Islo of IVa'- 
cheren, leaving the Hollanders <ail(l 
Zealanders masters of the Eca-coii-a 
Since the siege of Alkmaar had been 
raised, however, the enemy had ro 
mained within the ten-itory of Holl.ind. 
Leyden was closely mvested, the conn 
try in a dospoiate condition, .and all 
communication botwoen its di In a cat 
cities iioaily susponded “ It wau com- 
paratively easy for tbc Pi ince of Orange 
to equip and man his fleets. The 
genius and habits of the people m.ado 
them at homo upon the water, .and in- 
spired them with a feeling sif supe- 
riority to their adversaries. It was 


synen ds stoat ocr tot twlntlgb pinatscii min 
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not so upon land. Strong to resist, 
patient to suffer, the Holkmders, al- 
though terrible in defence, had not 
the necessary discipline or experience 
to meet the veteran legions of Spain, 
with confidence, in the open field. To 
raise the siegS of Leyden, the mam 
reliance of the Prince was upon Count 
Louis, who was agam in Germany. In 
the latter days of Alva’s administia- 
iion, William had written to his 
brokers, urging them speedily to 
arrange the details of a campaign, of 
which he forwarded them a sl.ctch ^ 
As soon as a sufficient force had been 
levied in Germany, an attempt was to 
be mode upon Haestricht. If that 
failed, Louis was to cross the Alcuse, 
tn the neighbouihood of Stochem, 
make his way tow.arda the Prmce's 
own city of Goi trmdenhurg, and 
thonce make a junction with his bro- 
ther in the neighourhood of Delft 
They were then to take up a position 
together between Harlem and Lej den. 
In that case, it seemed probable that 
the Spaniards would find themselves 
ol iligod to fight at a gi oat disadvantage, 
or to abandon the countiy. “In short,” 
said the Piince, “ if this enterprise be 
arranged with due diligence and dis- 
cretion, I hold it as the only certain 
means for putting a speedy end to the 
war, and for driving these devils of 
Spaniards out of the country, before 
the Duke of Alva has time to laise an- 
other aiiny to support thorn ”• 

In puisuance of this plan, Louis 
had been actively engaged all the 
earlier part of the winter in levying 
troops and raising supplies. He had 
been assisted by the French princes 
with considerable sums of money, as an 
earnest of what he was in futuie to ex- 
pect from that source, He had made an 
jnsucdbssful attempt to effect the cap- 
ture of Pequesens, on his way to take 
the government of the Netherlands. 
He had then passed to the frontier of 
France, where ho had hold his impor- 
tant interview with Catharhie de Me- 
dici and the Duke of Anjou, then on 


1 Arohivos de la Moison d'Ol*auge, iv SiS, 
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the point of departure to ascend the 
throne of Poland. He had received 
liberal presents, and still more liberal 
promises. Anjou had assured him 
that he would go as far as any of the 
German priuces in rendering active 
and smeere osaiatance to the Piotestant 
cause in the Netherlands. The Due 
d'Alenfon — soon, in his brother’s 
absence, to succeed to the chieftain- 
ship of the new alliance between the 
“ politiques ” and the Huguenots — had 
also pressed his hand, whispering in his 
ear, as he did so, that the goveiument 
of Prance now belonged to him, as it 
had recently done to Anjou, and that 
the Prince might reckon upon his 
friendship with entire aoeurity.'’ 

These fine woida, which eosj nothing 
when whispered in SBafaf., were not 
destuied to fi notify into a very rich 
harvest, for the mutual jealousy of 
France and England, lest either sbould 
acquire ascendency in the Nothei lands, 
made both governments prodigal of 
proiuisea, while the common fear en- 
tertamed by them of the power of 
Spain, rendered both languid, insin- 
cere, and mischievous alhes. Count 
John, however, was indefotigable in 
arranging the finances of the proposed 
expedition, and in levying contnbu- 
tions among his numerous relatives 
and allies in Germany, while Louis 
had piofited by the occasion of Aiijott’a 
passage into Poland, to acquire for 
liunsclf two thousand Geiman and 
Flench oavaliy, who had* served to 
escort that Piince,‘ and who, being 
now thrown out of employment, were 
glad to have a job offered them by a 
general who was thought to be in 
funds. Another thousand of cavaliy 
and six thousand foot were soon as- 
sembled,® from those ever-swanmng 
nurseries of mercenary warriors, the 
smallei German states 'With these, 
towards the end of I'ebiuiuy, Louis 
crossed the Phiiic in a he ■ ' mow- 
stonn, and bent Ills course i n.ords 
Maestrieht. All the tlirce hrothrnt 
of the Prince accompanied thi« littls 

S HoofJ, u;. S34 3[ondoisa, Xl. 231. 
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Bimy, bMides DuVe Cluistoplier, son from the ’be^nmog. A dark and 
of ma Sector Pala4<ine.'^ threatening prophecy had, even before 

Before ^e end of the montli the it? comtnezieeinont, enwrapped Xrouis, 
army reached the Hcuse, and encamp- his bruthren, and his little army, in a 
ed within four miles of ^Lu-'^tncht. on funeral palh Hore than a thousand > £ 
the opposite side of the river.* The hii wen bad deserted beloro he reiehetl 
garrjBrjiii comiiianded hy llontesfloca, the Meuse. When encamped, rp- 
was weak, but the news of the warlike po>ite Hacstricht, he found the hmt 
preparatiunB in Germany had preceded I neither frozen nor open, the ice ob- 
the arrival of Count Louis. Beiiuesens, | strutting the navigation, but being tno 
feeling the gravity of the occasion, had I weak for the weight of an army* 
issued ord^ for an immediate leiy of I While bo was thus delayed and emt ir- 


eight thousand oavahy m Geri'e-my, | 
with a proportionate nuiiiljcr of m- ! 
fantry. At the same time ho had di- I 
rented Don Bemardmo do Mendoza, | 
with some companies of cavalrv, then 
stationed m Breda, to throw himself I 
without delay into Maastricht Don 
Sanolio d* Avila w-os entrusted with the 
general care of resiaiing the hostile 
ezpsditaon. That general had forth- I 
with coUectrd all Uie troops which 
could ha Bjiared from every town wheie 
they wero stationed, had strciigtheueil 
the cities of Ant.verp, Ghent, Kimnc- 
gen, and Valenciennes, whsre there 
wero known to he many seor-t adher- 
enla of Orange; and with the remain- 
der of his forces had put himself in 
motion, to oiipose the entrance of 
Louis into Biabunt, and liia junction 
with his brother m Holland. Brocca- 
monte had been despatched to Leyden, 
in order instantly to draw off the forces 
which were besieging the city. Thus 
Louis had already effected something 
of importsBce by the very nows of lus 
approach.' 

Meantime the Prince of Orange had 
raised six thousand infantry, whose 
rendezvous was the Isle of l^mmel. 
He was disappointed at the paucity of 
the troops which Louie hod been able 
to collect, but he sent messengers im- 
mediately to him, with a statement of 
bis own condition, and with directions 
to join him in the Isle of Bommol, as 
soon os Maestricht should be reduceA 
It was, however, not in the destiny of 
Louis to reduce Maestricht. His ez- 
pedition hod been marked with disaster 
' Bor, vll. 480, 400 
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BWs-scd, Mendoza amved m the city 
With reinforcements It seemed al- 
ready necessary for Louis to aba’idim 
his hopes of Maestricht, but he was at 
least desiious of crossing the river n 
that neighbourhood m Older to effect 
Im, junction with the Prince at the 
earhest possible moment. AVhile the 
stream was still encumbered with ice, 
however, the enemy removed all the 
boats On the Sd of March, Anla ar- 
rived with a large body of troojis at 
Macitri'-lit, and on the 18th Meiidui'a 
crowed the iiici in the night, giving 
the jiatnots so severe an encamtsaiff, 
that seven hundred were killed, at the 
expense of only seven of his own party. 
Hariassed, but not dispirited by th--e 
disasters, Louis broke up lus camp on 
the 21st, and took a position farther 
down the river, at Faiiquemont and 
Gulpeu, castles in the Duchy of Lim- 
buig. On the 3d of Api il, Braccamoiite 
arrived at Maestricht, with twenty-(n a 
companies of Spaniards and three of 
cavalry, while on the same day Mon- 
dragon reached the scene of action 
with his sixteen companies of veterans ’ 

It was now obvious to Louis, not 
only that he should not take Mae- 
trieht, but that his eventual junction 
with his brother was at least doubtful, 
every soldier who could possibly b-> 
spared seeming in motion to upposo 
ms progress. He was, to he sure, not 
yet outnumbered, but the enemy was 
increasing, and his own force diminish- 
ing daily. Moreover, the Spaniards 
were highly disciplined and expeii- 
enced troops; while his own soldiers 

* Bor, VU 490. Mendoza, xi. 233. 
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wore mercouariesj already clamorous 
and insuljordiuate.^ On the 8th of 
April he again shifted his encamp* 
ment, and took his courao along the 
right bank of the Meuse, between that 
nver and the Rhine, in the direction 
of Kimwegen.1 Avila promptly de- 
cided to foUow him, upon the opposite 
bank of the Meuse, intending to throw 
himself between Louis and Sie Prince 
of Oi'ange, and by a rapid march to 
give the Count battle, before he could 
30m his brother. On the 8th of April, 
at early dawn, Louis had left the 
neighbourhood of IMaeatricht,*^ and on 
the 13th he encamped at the village of 
Mook, on the Meuse, near the confines 
of Clevea* Sending out his acouts, 
he learned, to his vexation, that the 
enemy had outmarched him, and were 
now within canuon-shot. Ou tho 1 Sth, 
Avila had constructed a bridge of 
boats, over which ho hod effected the 
IMLBsage of the Meuse with his whole 
army,^ so that on the Count's arrival 
at Mook, he found the enemy facing 
him, on the somo side of the nver, and 
directly in his path.*' It was, there- 
foie, obvious that, in this narrow 
space between the Waal and the 
Meuse, whero they were now all as- 
sembled, Louis must achieve a victory, 
imaided, or abandon his expedition, 
and leave tbo Hollanders to despair. 
He was chbtiessed at the position in 
which ho found himself, for he had 
hoped to reduce Macstiicht, and to 
30m Ins htoiher in Holland. To- 
gether, they could, at least, have ex- 
pcllod the ^paniaids fiom that terii- 
toiy, m which case it was probable 
that a large part of the population in 
the different provinces would have 
lisen. According to present ospeota, 
the destiny of the country, for some 
time ti^come, was likely to hang upon 
Uie issue of a batUe which he had not 
planned, and for which he nas not 
fully prepared. Still he was not the 
man to be disheartened, nor had he 


over possessed the courage to refuse a 
battle when offered Upon this occ£^ 
sion, it would he difficult to retreat 
without disaater and disgrace, but it 
was equally difficult ^0 achieve a vic- 
tory. Thrust, as he was, like a wedge 
into the very heart of a hostile coun- 
try, he was obliged to force his way 
through, or to remain in his enemy’s 
power. Moreover, and worst of all, 
ms troops were in a state of mutiny 
for their wages.^ While he talked to 
them of honour, they howled to him 
for money It was the custom of 
these merceuaiies to mutiny on the 
eve of battle — of the Spaniards, after 
it had been fought By the one course, 
a victory w.a9 oRen lost which might 
hare been achieved; by the other, 
when won, it was rendered fruitless. 

Avila had chosen his place of battle 
with gieat skill On the right bauk 
of tho Meuse, upon a nanow plain 
which npioad fiom the nver to a chain 
of hills within cannon-shot on tho 
north, lay the Uttle village of Mook.® 
The Spanibh gcuoral knew that his 
adversary had the superiority in 
cavalry, and that within this com- 
pressed space it would not be possible 
to derive much advantage from ^e 
circumstance 

On the 14th, both armies were 
drawn np in battle array at earliest 
dawn,^ Louis having strengthened his 
position by a deej) trencli, winch ex- 
tended from Mook, where he had 
slatloued ten companies infantry, 
which thus lested on tho village aud 
the liver. Next came the bulk of his 
mfiintiy, disposed in a single square. 
On their right was his cavnliy, arranged 
in four squadrons, as w'ell as the nar- 
row limits of the field would allow. 
A small portion of them, for want of 
space, were stationed on the hill side.^*’ 

Opposite, the forces of Don Sancha 
were diawn up lu somewhat similar 
fashion Twenty-five companies of 
tSpimiards were disposed in four bodies 


1 Metoron, ▼ 00, 01. 3 Bor, vu. 400. 

’ Mondoza, xi. ZiiS 

* Ibid , XI 239. Bor, tL 490. 

* Ibid , xl. 238, 239. 

* Ibid., vi. 239. Bur, vii. 490. Huufd, ix. 

m. 


T Slctcrcn, v 91 

* llcndozo, Xl 239. Bcntivoglio, vui. 149, 

143 

9 Ibid., zi 241 Bor, vii 491 
w ]b!d.,x»239, 210 Bcntivogho,vl»' 1*9 - 
14S. Bor, vu. 491, 49^ 





of pikemen and mnaketeeTS ; their 
resting on the river. On their 
l3t was the carahy, disposed by iUen- 
doza in the form of a half moon — the 
horns garnished by two small bodies 
of shaipshooters. In the fiout ranks 
of the cavalry weie the moimted 
carabineers of Schenk; behmd were 
the Spanish lancers. The village of 
Hook lay between the two armies.^ 

The skirmishing began at eaily 
dawn, with an attack upon the trench, 
and continued some hours, without 
bringing on a general engagement. 
Towaids ten o’clock. Count Louis be- 
came impatient. AU the trumpets of 
the patriots now rang out a challenge 
to their adversaries,' and the Spannuils 
were just retiunmg the defiance, and 
preparing a general onset, when the 
Seigneur de Hieiges and ^ron Chev- 
leaus arrived on the field. Tjiey 
brought with them a reinforcement of 
more than a thousand men, and the 
intelligence that Valdez ivas on his 
way with nearly five thousand more.'* 
As he might bo expected on the fol- 
lowing mormng, a short deliberation 
was held as to tho expediency of de- 
ferring the action. Couut Louis was 
at the head of six thousand foot and 
two thousand ciivalry. Avila mustei ed 
only four thousand infantiy and not 
qiute a thousand horse.* This infe- 
riority would be changed on the mor- 
row into an overwhelimng superiority. 
Heantime, it was well to remember 
the punishment enduied by Arem- 
berg at Heiliger Lee, for not waiting 
till Meghen’s arrival. This pindent 
counsel was, however, veiy generally 
scouted, and by none more loudly than 
by Hierges and Chovreaux, who had 
brought the intelligence. It was 
thought that at this juncture nothmg 
could be more indiscreet than discre- 
tion. They had a wary and audacious 
general to deal withl 'While they 
were waiting for their reinforcements, 
he was quite capable of giving them 
the slip. He might thus effect the 

1 Mendoza, Sentivoglia Bor, ubi s.-ip. 
Hoofd. IX. 847, 348. * Mendoza, xi. 2^ 
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passage of the stream ami that union 
with his brother which had been thus 
far so successfully prevented. Tina 
reasoning prevailed,** and the skirmish- 
ing at the trench was renewed with re- 
doubled vigour, an additional force 
being sent against it.^ iVfter a shori 
and fierce struggle it was carried, and 
the Spaniards rushed into the vilkge, 
but were soon dislodged by a laiger 
detachment of infantiy, which Count 
Loius sent to the rescue,® The battle 
now became general at this point. 

I nearly all the patnot infantiy weie 
employed to defend the postt noarlj 
all the Spani'-h infantry wore oiderul 
to nss.iil it. The Spaniaids, dropping 
on their knees, accoidiiig to custom, 
said a Paternoster and an Ave Mary, 
and then rushed, in mass, to the attack. 
After a short but sharp conflict, the 
tiench was again carried, and the pa 
triots completely louted. Upon th’s, 
Count Louis cluuged with all lui 
cavalry upon the enemy’s horse, whi<'li 
. had hitherto lemamed motionlev 
j With tho fiist shock the mounted 
aiquebusiers of Schenk, constituting 
the vanguard, were broken, and 
in all directions. Bo gieat was thci! 
panic, as Louis drove them hcfoic 
him, that they never stopped till they 
had swum or been di owned m the 
river, the snrvivoiB cari'vmg tlic news 
to Qrave and to other cities that the 
royalists had been completely routed. 
This was, however, very far from the 
truth. The patiiot cavaliy, mostly 
carabineers, wheeled aftei the Cnst dis- 
charge, and roiirod to leload thiir 
pieces, hut before they weie ready for 
another attack, the Spanish lauceii 
and the Geimon block tioopers, who 
had all remained firm, set upon th ui 
with great spirit. A fierce, blood r, 
and confused action succeeded, in 
which the patiiots wore ooni)i>cleIy 
overthrown ’’ 

Coimt Louis, finding that the day 
I was lost, and his army cut to pieces, 
I rallied aiound him a little band of 
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troopers, among wliom were hla bro- 
ther Count Henry, and Duke Chnsto- 
pher, and together they made a final 
and desperate charge.^ It was the last 
that was ever seen ol them on earth. 
They all went do^vn together, in tho 
midst of the Cght, and were never 
heard of more. The battle termi- 
nated, aa usual in those confiicts of 
mutual hatred, in a horrible butchery, 
hardly any of the patriot army bcuig 
left to tell the talo of their ^sa'^icr 
At least four thousand were killed, in- 
eluding those who were slam on the 
field, those who were gufibcated lu the 
marshes or the rivei, and those who 
were burned lu the farm-houses where 
they had taken refuge.^ It was un- 
certain which of those vaiioiia modes 
of death had been the lot of Count 
Louis, his bi other, and his fiicud 
The mysteiy was never solved. They 
hid, piobably, all died on the field, 
but, stripped of their clothing, with 
their faces trampled upon by the 
hoofs of horses, it was not possible to 
distuiguish them from the less illus- 
trious dead. It was the opinion of 
many that they had heeu drowned in 
the river — of others, that they had 
been burned.^ There was a vague 
tale that Louis, bleeding, but not 
killed, hod struggled forth from tho 
Leap of corpses where he had been 
thrown, had crept to the nvei-.snlo, 
and, while washing his woundu, had 

1 lloofd, IX. 950, *351. SIcndoza, xi 244 
BentivogUo, viii 145 
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been surprised and butchered by a 
party of rustics. The stoiy was not 
generally credited, but no man knew, 
or was destined to learn, the tmth. 

A dark and fatal tcrminatiou to* this 
last enterprise of Count Louis had 
been anticipated by many. In that 
superstitious age, when emperors and 
princes daily investigated the future, 
by alchemy, by astrology, and by 
books of fate, filled with formulas a*J 
gravely aud precisely set forth as 
algebraical equations® — when men of 
eveiy class, from monarch to peasant, 
implicitly behoved in Bupernatural 
poi-tents and piophecies — ^it was not 
singular that a somewhat striking ap- 
pearance, obseiwed in the sky some 
weeks previously to the battle of 
Mookexheyde, sbould have infepiicd 
many persons with a shuddering sense 
of impontling eviL 

Eaily lu h’ebriiaiy, five soldiera of 
thobuigher guard at Utiecht, being 
on their midnight watch, beheld in 
the sky above them the representation 
of a funous battle. The sky was 
extremely daik, except directly over 
their heads, where, for a space equal 
in extent to the length of the city, and 
in breadth to that of on ordinary 
chamber, two armies, in battle array, 
were seen oclvancmg upon each other. 
Tho one moved rapidly up from the 
uo.ih-vvc-st, with banners waving, 
spears Hashing, trumpets sounding, 

plusioura dc ces sci^nuurs n’ont gt6 I'o- 
tiouvcsnoiiobilimfc ton tc cm louft i Schai c ho * 
h ccsls &'ni9a Ion creufc <lu coniouchomeiit 
quo lis catoienc esehappes. ck dcpius quo iZs 
ctoiout emport^d en corps tt uu ame.’*— 
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ioganthma, by wlucli Augustus of Saxony 
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coiiMcleied hno-Llf unnpetent to ascertain 
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(le^tiuy, may blill be soeu in tho liLrary o^ 
BilmIou Nu doubt Iho Elector couguhc<} 
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biuations whun the projected 
tween tbe ^nnee of Oianga and 
of Bourbon was first ifiinonnoedAftjBii^tfS^ 
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aoeompanied by heavy artilleiy^ and 

squadrons of cavaky. The other 
came slowly forward from the south- 
eset, 08 if from an entrencned camp, to 
encounter their assailants. There was 
a fierce action for a few moments, the 
shouts of the combatants, the heavy 
discharge of cannon, the rattle of 
musketry, the tramp of heavy-armed 
foot soldiers, the rush of cav^ry, be- 
ing distinctly heard. The firmament 
trembled with the shock of the con- 
tending hosts, and was luiid with the 
rapid disobaTgee of their artillery. 
After a short, fierce engagement, the 
north-western army was beaten back 
in disorder, but rallied again, after a 
broatbing-time, formed again into solid 
column, and again advanced Their 
foes, arrayed, as the witnesses affii med, 
in a squai'e and closely eerried grove of 
epears and muekete, again awaited the 
attack. Once more the aerial cohoi’ts 
dosed upon each other, all the signs 
and sounds of a dcspciate eucoimter 
being distinctly recognised by the 
eager witnesses The struggle seemed 
but short. The lances of the south- 
eastern armv seemed to snap **hke 
hemp^talks/’ while their fiiin columns 
ell went down together in mass, 1>e- 
heath the ou^et of their enemies The 
overthrow was complete— victors and 
vanquished had faded, tlie clear blue 
space, surrounded by black clouds, was 
empty, when suddenly its whole extent, 
where the conflict had so lately raged, 
was sio'eaked with blood, flowing ath- 
waii* the sky in broad crimson streams, 
nor was it till the five witnesses had 
fully watched and pondered over these 
portents that the vision entirely van- 
' ished ^ 

So impressed were the grave magis- 
trates of Utiecht with the account 
given next day by the sentinels, that 
a foimal exauimation of the ciicum- 
stances was made, the deposition of 
, each witness, under oath, duly record- 
I cd,^ and a vast deal of consultation of 
\ soothsayei*8* books and other auguries 
\ employed to elucidate the mystery. 
I It was universally considered typic^ 

1 Bor, Til 492 
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of the anticipated battle between 
Count Louis and the Spamards. 
When, therefore, it was known that 
the patiiots, moving from the south- 
east, had arrived at Mcokeiheyde, and 
that their adversaries, crossing the 
Meuse at Crave, had^vanced upon 
them £rom the north-west, the result 
of the battle was considered inevi- 
table; the phantom battle of Utrecht 
its infallible precursor. 

Thus perished Louis of Nassau in 
the flower of his manhood, in the 
midfit of a career already crowded 
with events such as might suffice for 
a ccntuiy of oidinary existence. It 
is difficult to find in history a more 
frank and ]o3’al character. Ills life 
V as noble ; the elements of the heroic 
and the genial so mixed in him that 
the imagination contemplates him, 
after thiee centuries, with an almost 
aflcctionate interest. He was not a 
gt cat man He was far f i om possess- 
ing the subtle genius or the expansive 
views of his biothcr; but, called as he 
u as to play a promment part in one 
of the most complicated and imposing 
diamas ever enacted by man, he, 
nevertheless, always acquitted himself 
with honour. His direct, fearless, mid 
energetic nature commanded alike the 
respect of fnend and foe. As a poli- 
tician, a soldier, and a diplomatist, he 
was busy, bold, and tine. He accom- 
plished by smceiity what many thought 
could only be compassed by tiickcry. 
Dealing often with the most adioit 
and most treacherous of princes and 
statesmen, he frequently carried hia 
pomt, and ho never stooped to flatteiy. 
Fiom the time -when, attended by his 
‘‘twelve disciples,” he assumed the 
most prominent part in the negotia- 
tions with Hargaiet of Parma, through 
all the vaiious scenes of the^revolu- 
tion, thi ough all the conferences u itli 
Spaniards, Italians, Huguenots, Mal- 
contents, Flemish counciUors, or Goi- 
man pnnccs, he was the consistent 
and unflinching supporter of religious 
hbertv and constitutional law. The 
battle of Heiliger Lee and the capture 

smee tlio magistratos of Utreebt considered 
the subjoct wortby.of a foimal investigatiou. 
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of Mons were hia most signal triumphs, 
but the fruits of both were annihilated I 
' by subsequent disaster. His headlong 
courage was his chief foible. The 
Freueh accused him of losing the 
battle of Mcncontour by his impa- 
tience to enga|fe; yet they acknow- 
ledged that to his masterly conduct 
It was owing that their retreat was 
eifccted iu so successful, and even so 
brilbant a manner,^ He was censured 
for rashness and precipitancy m tins 
last and fatal enterprise, but the te- 
proach seems entirely without foimda- 
tion. The expedition, as already stated, 
hod been deUbciately arranged, with 
the full co-opeiation of his brother, 
and had been preparing several months. 
That he was able to set no larger force 
on foot than that which he led into 
Gueldres was not hia fault. But for 
the floating ice which barred his pas- 
sage of the Meuse, he would have sur- 
prised Maestricht ; but for the mutiny, 
which rendered his mercenary soldieia 
cowards, he might have defeated Avila 
at Mookerheyde. Had he done so he 
would have joined his brother m the 
Isle of Bommol in tiiuniphj the 
Spaniards would, probably, have been 
expelled from Holland, and Leyden 
saved the horrors of that memorable 
siege which she was soon called upon 
to endure These results were not in 
his destiny. Frovideuce had decreed 
that he should peiish m the midst of 
bis usefulness ; that the Prince, m his 
death, should lose the right hand 
wluch had been so swift to execute 
Ills vaiious plana, and the faithful 
r*- fraternal heart which had always re- 
sponded so readily to every throb of 
his own. 

In figure, he was below the middle 
height, but martial and noble in his 
bearmg^ The expression of his coun- 
, tenance was lively; his manner frank 
and engaging. AU who knew him 
personally loved him, and he was the 
idol of his gallant brethren. His 
mother always addressed him as her 


1 “ Cor oe {Ut lay qai fit oette belle re- 
tiaite a 1 a bataiUe de Honcontour, socondant 
f fort A propos Monsieur rAdmual qui avoit 
ettblessee " — Bnuitouio, Grands Capitaines, 
etc,, P. d'Orange et Comte L de Kessou. 


dearly beloved, her heert's-cheribhed 
Louis. “ You must come soon to me,” 
die wrote in the last year of his life, 
“for I have many matters to ask your 
advice upon ; and 1 thank you before- 
hand, for you have loved me as your 
mother all the days of your life ; for 
which may God Almighty have you in 
His holy keeping." ‘ 

It was the doom of this high-born, 
true-hearted dame to bo called upon 
to weep oftener for her cliildren than 
is the usual lot of mothers. Count 
Adolphus had already perished in his 
you& on the field of Heiliger Lee, and 
now Louis and hia young brother 
Henry, who had scarcely attained his 
twenty-sixth year, and whose short 
life had been passed in that faithful 
seivice to the cause of freedom which 
was the instinct of hia race, had both 
found a bloody and an unknown grave. 
Count Jolm, who bad already done so 
much for the cause, was fortunately 
spared to do much more. Although 
of the expedition, and expecting to 
participate in the battle, he had, at 
the urgent sohcitation of all the lead- 
ers, left the army for a brief season, 
in order to obtain at Cologne a supply* 
of money for the mutmous troops. 
He had started upon this mission two 
days before the action in which be, 
too, would othenvise have been sacri- 
ficed. The young Duke Christopher, 
“ optimse indolis et magnee spei adol- 
escens,”'* who had peiished on the 
same field, was sincerely mourned by 
the loveie of freedom. His father, 
the Elector, found his consolation in 
the Scriptures, and in the reflection 
that his son had died in the bed of 
honour, fighting for the cause of God. 
" ’Twas better thus," said that stem 
Calvinist, whose dearest wish was to 
“ Calvinise the woild," ' “ than to have 
passed his time in idleness, which is 
the DevU’s pillow."® 

Vague rumours of the catastrophe 
hod spread far and wide. It was soon 
certain that Louis had been defeated. 
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but;- for a long time, conflicting re- 
ports were in circulation as to lUe fate 
of the leaders. The Prince of Orange, 
meanwhile, passed days of intense 
anxiety, expectmg hourly to hear 
from his brothers, listening to dark 
rumours, which he refused to credit, 
and could not contradict, and writing 
letters, day after day, long after the 
eyes which should have read the 
friendly missires were closed.^ 

The victory of the King's army at 
tfookerheyde had been rendered com- 
paratively barren by the mutiny which 
broke forth the day after the battle.^ 
Three years' pay were due to the 
Spanish troops, and it was not surpris- 
ing that upon this occasion one of 
those periodic rebelhons should bieak 
forth, by which the royal cause was 
frequently so much weakened, and the 
royal governors so intolerably per- 
plexed. These mutinies were of al- 
most regular occurrence, and attended 
by as regular a series of phenomena. 
The Spomsh troops, living so far from 
their own country, but surrounde.'l by 
their women and constantly increasing 
swarms of children, constituted a loco- 
‘ motive oity of considerable population, 
permanently established on a foreign 
soil. It was a city walled in by 
bayonets, and still further isolated 
from the people around by the im- 
passable moat of mutual hatred. It 
was a city obeying the articles of war, 
governed by despotic authority, and 
yet ocoasTonally revealing, in full force, 
the irrepressible democratic element. 
At periods which could almost be 
calculated, the military populace were 
wont to rise upon the piivili^ed 
classes, to deprive them of office and 
liberty, and to set up m their place 
commanders of their own election. A 
govemor-in-chief, a sergeant-major, a 
board of councillors, and various other 
functionaries, were chosen by acclama- 
tion and universal sufirage. The 
Eletto, or chief officer, thus appointed. 


was clothed with 'supreme power, but 
forbidden to exercise it. Ho was sur- 
rounded by councillors, who watched 
his every motion, reod all his corres- 
pondence, and assisted at all his con- 
ferences, while the councillors 
themselves narrowly patched by the 
commonalty. These movements woie, 
however, in general, m.nked ))y llio 
most exemplary order. Anaieliy be. 
came a system of government; re 
hellion enacted and enforced the 
stiictest rules of discipline; tlieit, 
drunkenness, violence to women, were 
severely punished.^ As soon as the 
mutiny broke forth, the first olgcct 
was to take possession of the neai p»t 
city, wheie the Elctto w.is usually 
established in the town-house, and the 
soldiery quartered upon the citizens 
Kothiiig in the shape of food or lorlg 
ing was too good for these marauder' 
Men who had lived for years on eaiiip 
rations — coarse knaves who had heM 
the plough till Bompcllod to bainlla 
tho miisUet — now slept m fine linen, 
and demanded from the trembling 
burghers the daintiest viands. They 
ate the land bare, like a swarm oi 
locusts. “Chickens and partridges," 
says the thrifty chronicler of Antwerp, 
“ capons and pheasants, hares and 
rabbits, two kmds of wines ; fur 
sauces, capers and olives, citroni 
and oranges, spices and sweclnioats: 
wheaten bread for their dog-, and 
even wine to wash the feet of tbcir 
horses , * — such was the entertainment 
demanded and obtained by the mnti 
nous ti oops. They were very willing 
both to enjoy the luxury of tins forage, 
and to induee the citizens, from wcaii- 
uoss of affordmg compollod ho.spitahty, 
to submit to a taxation by nhich tbo 
military claims might be liquidated. 

A city thus occupied nans at the 
mercy of a foreign soldiery, avliieh bad 
renounced all authority but that oi 
self-imposed lawa. The King’s officers 
were degraded, perhaps mmdeicd; 
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\?liile those chosen to supply their | 
places had only a nominal control, 
h The JEIetto, day by day, proclaimed | 
from the balcony of the toTm-house ' 
the latest rules and regulationa If 
satisfactoiy, there was a chunour of 
applause ; if olaectionable, they were 
rejected with a tempest of hisses, with 
diacharges of musketry. The Eletto 
did not govern; he was a dictator 
who could not dictate, hut could only 
register decrees. If too honest, too 
firm, or too dull for his place, he was 
deprived of his office, and sometimes 
of his life. Another was chosen in hia 
room, often to be succeeded by a series 
of others, destined to the same fate. 
Such were the mam characteristics of 
those formidable mutinies, the result 
of the untluiftiness and dishonesty by 
which the soldiery engaged in tlieae 
* intermm.able hostilities wcie deprived 
of their dearly earned wages. The 
expense of the war was bad enough at 
be^, but when it is remembered that 
of three or four dollars sent from Spam, 
or contributed by the provinces for the 
support of the army, hardly one rcach^ 
the pockets of the soldier,^ the f rightf&l 
expenditure which took place may be 
imagined. It was not surprising that 
BO much peculation should engender 
revolt. 

The mutiny which broke out after 
the defeat of Count Louis was marked 
with the most pronounced and inflam- 
matory of these symptoms. Three 
years’ pay was duo to the Spaniards, 
wlio, having just achieved a signal 
victory, were disposed to reap its 
fruits, by fair means or by force. On 
receiving nothing but promises, in 
answer to their clamorous demands, 
they mutinied to a man, and crosrad 
the Meuse to Grave,* whence, after ac- 
compiling the usual elections, they 
, took their course to Antwerp. Being 
in such strong force, they deterrained 
to strike at the capital. Humour flew 
before them. Champagny, brother of 
GranveUe, and royal governor of the 


city, wrote in haste to apprise Hecpie- 
sens of tiie approaching danger. The 
Grand Commander, attended only by 
YitelU, repaired instantly to Antwerp. 
Champagny advised throwing up a 
breastwork with bales of mer<^nd^e, 
upon the esplanade, between the cita- 
del and the town,* for it was at this 
X>oint, wlieic tho connexion between 
the fortifications of the castle and 
those of the city had never been 
thoroughly comifieted,** that the inva- 
sion might be expected. Bequesens 
hesitated. He trembled at a conflict 
vnth his own soldiery. If successful, 
he could only be so by trampling upon 
the flower of his army. If defeated, 
what would become of the King’s 
authortty, with rebelhous troops trium- 
phant in rebellious provinces ? Sorely 
perjilexocl, the Commander could think 
of no expedient. Not knowing what 
to do, he did nothing In the mean- 
time, Champagny, who folt himsell 
odious to tho BoIcUery, retreated to the 
Newtown, and barricaded himself, with 
a few followers, in tho house of the 
Baltio merchants ^ 

On the 20th of April, the mutinous 
troops, in perfect order, marched into 
the city, eflectmg their entrance pre- 
cisely at the weak point where &ey 
had been expected. Numbering at 
least three thousand, they encamped 
on the esplanade, where Bequesens 
appeared before them alone on horse- 
back, and mado them an omtion. They 
listened with composure, but answered 
biiefly and with one accord, " Dineros 
y non palabras ” — dollars not speeches. 
Bequesens promised piofusriy, but the 
time was past for promises. Hard 
silver dollars would alone content an 
army which, after three years of blood- 
shed and starvation, bad at lost taken 
the law into their own hands. Beque- 
sens withdrew to consult the Broad 
Council of the city. He was without 
money himself, but he demanded four 
hundred thousand crowns of the ciiy.* 
This was at first refused, but the troops 
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laie!{r the strength of their position, 
for these mutinies were nerer re- 
pressed, and rarely punished. On 
this occasion the Commander was 
afraid to employ force, and the bur- 
ghers, after the army hod been quar- 
tered upon them for a time, would 
gladly pay a heavy ransom to be rid 
of their odious and expensive guests 
The mutineers foreseeing that the 
work might last a few weeks, and de- 
termined to proceed leisurely, took 
possession of the great squaic. The 
Bletto, with his staff of councillors, 
was quartered in the toivn-house, while 
the soldiers distributed themselves 
among the houses of the most opulent 
citizens, no one escaping a biUet who 
was rich enough to receive such com- 
pany — bishop or burgomaster, mar- 

S ave or merchant.^ The most famous 
tchens were naturally the most 
eagerly sought, and sumptuous apart- 
ments, luzurious dishes, delicate wines, 
were daily demanded. The burghers 
dared not refuse.’ 

The six hundred TValloons, who had 
been previously quartered in the city, 
were expelled, and for many days the 
mutiny reigned paramount. Day after 
day the magistracy, the heads of guilds, 
all tho representatives of the citizens, 
n-ere assembled in the Broad Council. 
The Oovemor-Qenoral insisted on his 
demand of four hundred thousand 
crowns, representing, with great jus- 
tice, that the mutineers would remain 
in the city until they had eaten and 
drunk to that amount, and that there 
would BtiU be the arrearages, for which 
the ciiy would be obliged to raise the 
funds. On the 9th of May, the autho- 
nties made an offer, which was duly 
communicated to the Eletto, That 
functiouaiy stood forth on a window- 
sill of the town-house, and addressed 
the soldiery. He informed them that 
the Grand Commander proposed to 
pay ten months' arreais in cash, five 
months’ in silks and woollen cloths, 
snd the balance in promises, to be 
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fulfilled within a few days,’ The 
terms were not considered satisfactory, > 
and were received vrith groans of 
deiision. The Eletto, on the con- 
trary, declared them very hberal, and 
reminded the soldiers of the perilous 
condition in which limy stood, guilty 
to a man of high treason, with a lopo 
around'every neck. It was well » oi Ui 
their while to accept the offer made 
them, together with the ahsohito jjai 
don for the past, by which it uru. 
accompanied. For himself, he n.isiicd 
his hands of the consequences if the 
offer were rejected. The soldiers an- 
swered by deposing the Eletto and 
choosing another m his room.'* 

Three days after, a mutiny broke 
out in the citadel — an unexamploil 
occurrence • The rebels oideied 
Sancho d’Avils, the cominundant, tu 
deliver the keys of the foi tress. He 
refused to smTender them hut uith 
his life. They then contented them- 1 
selves with compelling his Ueutenant 
to leave the citadel, and with sending 
their Eletto to confer with the Grand 
Commander, as well as with the Eletto 
ai the army. After accomplishing liu 
mission, he returned, accompanied by 
Chiappin Vitelli, as envoy of the 
Govomor-General. No sooner, how- 
ever, had the Eletto set foot on the 
drawbridge than he was attacked by 
Ensign S^vatierra of the Spanish gar 
rison, who stabbed him to the heart 
and threw him into the moat. The 
ensign, who was lenonncd in the 
army for his ferocious courage, and 
who wore embroidered upon histiuiik 
hose the inscription, "El castigadoi i 
de los Flamencos,”" then rushed upon 
the seigeant-maj’or of the mutineers, 
despatched him in the same way, and 
tossed him likewise into the moat' 
These prelimmaiies being settled, a 
satisfactory ai’rangement was"' negoti- 
ated between ViteUi and the rehelhous 
garrison. Pardon for the past, and 
payment upon the same terms as those 
offered in the city, were accepted, and 
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Daclon Espafiola, baJlandose en Castillo.” 

— ^Mendoza, xii. ^T. 

e Jleteren, v 92 Hoofd, ix 869. “Tbo 
clixsliBcr of the Plombigs " 

f MenTo/.i, Ml t..rcn, lloofd. 





1574 .] 

Uio mutiny of the dtadel was quelled.^ 
It was^ however, neoeasaiy that Salvo- 
tierra should conceal Mmself for o 
long time, to escape being torn to 
pieces by the incensed soldi^. 

Keantime, si^rs in the city were 
more difdciUt ro adjust. The muti- 
neers raised ^ altar of chests and 
bales upon the public square, and 
celebrat^ mass under the open sky, 
solemnly swearing to be true to each 
other to ihe last.* The scenes of 
carousing and meny-making wore re- 
newed at the expense of the citizens, 
who were again exposed to nightly 
ftiflmng from the boisterous mirth and 
ceaseless miechicf-making of the sol- 
diers. Before the end of the month, 
the Broad Council, exhausted by the 
incubus which had a<fflicted them so 
many weeks, acceded to the demand 
of Bequesens. The four^ huudied 
thousand crowns were fuxuished, the 
Grand Commander accepting them as 
a loan, and mving in reti^ bonds duly 
signed and countersigned, together 
with a mortgage upon all the royal 
domainB.* The citizens received the 
documents, as a matter of form, but 
iheyhod handled such securities before, 
and valued them but riighUy. The 
mutineers now agreed to settle with 
the GoTemor-GeneraJ, on condition of 
receiving all their wages, either m cash 
or cloth, together with a aokum promise 
of paixlon for all their acts of insubor- 
dination This pledge was formally 
rendered with appropriate religious 
ceremonies, by ^quesens, in the 
^ cathedral.^ The payments were made 
directly afterward, and a great ban- 
quet was held on the same day, by the 
whole mass of the soldiery, to celebrate 
the event. The feast took place on 
the place of the Heer, and was a scene 
of furioifi revelry. The soldiers, more 
^ thoughtless than children, had arrayed 
themBelves in extemporaneous cos- 
tumes, cut from the cloth which ^ey 
Imd at last received in payment of 
their sufferings and their blood. 
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BroadcloUiSj slUta, aatlast and gold« 
embroidered brocades, wortli3[ of a 
queen’a -wardrobe, were hvmg in fan* 
-tastio (topeiy around the sinewy 
forms nod bromed faces of tbe sol- 
diery, who, the day before, had been 
clothed in rags. The mirth was fast 
furious ; and scarce waa the ban- 
quet finished before every drum-head 
became a gammg-lable, aiouud which 
gathered groupa eager to pacrifioe m a 
moment their dearly-bought gold.” 

The fortunate or the prudent bad 
not yet succeeded in entirely plunder- 
ing tiieir companions, when the distant 
I booming of cannon was heard from 
I tlie river. Instantly, accoutied aa 
they were in their holiday and fantas- 
tic costumes, the soldiers, no longer 
mutmous, were summoned from ban- 
quet and gaming-table, and were oi- 
dered forth upon the dykes. The 
patriot Admir^ Boisot, who had so 
recently defeated the fleet of Bergen, 
under the eyes of the Grand Com- 
mander, had nnexpectediy sailed up 
the Scheld, determined, to destroy the 
fleet of Autweip, which upon that 
occasion had escaped. Between the 
forts of Lillo and Callao, he met with 
twenty-two vessels under the com- 
mand of Vice-admiral Baemstede. 
After a short and shai^ action, ha 
ivas completely victorious, fourteen 
of the enemy’s ships were burned or 
sunk, with all theii- crews, and Admiral 
Baemstede was taken prisoner. The 
soldiers opened a warm fire of mus- 
ketry upon Boisot from the dyke, to 
which he responded with his cannon. 
The distance of the combatants, how- 
ever, made the action imimportant, 
and the patriots retired down -the 
river, after achieving a complete -vic- 
tory. The Grand Commander -was 
farther than ever from obtaining that 
foothold on the sea, which, as he had 
informed his sovereim, was the only 
means by which the Betherlauw 
could he reduced.” 


. Hoofd, iz. 359, 350. 
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CHAPTEH II 


fiTBfc Biege of Loyden'-^CummenceTiiezit of tlia second— Descnption of the city— Ficpara 
tions ior dcfbnco — Lebtcia of Orange — Acfc of amncbty leeued by Requeseu-a — ^Its cm 
ditious— Its icceptiou by the Hollaudcifi— Ooiiespondanco of the Glippcrb— &01 ud 

fierce combats beneath tbe walla of Leyden— Pobition of the Pni^e— Ills picicct f 
relief — uiimity of the peopl^-Bieakiug of the dykes— Emotions m the cU\ aiii 
the besieging c imp — Lotter of the Estates oi Holland— Dingcrous illncsa of the 
Iho “wild Ze iLindora **— Admiral Boisot commences bis voyage — &a iguin*vry comb it on 
the Land Sclicidtpg — Occupation of th it dyke and of the Green W i> — P ui 1 Pi 

gicss of tbe fiotilla^Thc Piiiico visits tbe fleet — Honiblo suffeimgs in tbe ul^ — S] o( h 
of Van dor Woif— Heroism ot the inhabitants- The Admnal's letteib— ll ^ btuiiu— 
Adviuco of' B<n*>oc— Lammcn fortress — ^An insioua night — MidiiiHht rcticit of t 0 
bpamards— The \dtuii d eutcis the city — Think^c^^iMiigin thogieat churcli — Jho Pin l 
m Leaden — Paitiugt\oidsoi V ilde»— Mutmy— Lej den Umveisity founded — II ccl nl r 
— InaUaUiation ccrLmoniea 


The mvosion of Louis of Nassau had, 
as already stated, elTecied the ra^Mug 
of the first siege of Leaden That 
leaguer had lasted from the Slat of 
October 1573 , to the 21 st of Maich 
1574 / v^hen the soldiers were sum> 
moned away to defend the fiontier 
By an extraorduiaiy and culpable care 
lesbnesa, the citizens, neglecting the 
advice of the Piiuce, h d not tahen 
advantage of tbe bieathing time thus 
afforded them to victual the city and 
strengthenthdganisun ' Ihc^ seemed 
to reckon moie confidently upon the 
success of Cou it Louts than he hul 
even done himself, for it was very 
piobable that, in case of lus defeat, 
the siege would be instantly leaiimed. 
This natural result was not long in 
following the battle of Mookeiheyde. 

On the 2 bth of May, Valdez le 
appealed before the place, the head 
of eight thousand 'Walloons and Ger- 
mans,^ and Leyden was now destined 
bo pass through a fieiy 01 deal This 
city was one of tho most beautiful m 
the Netherlands Placed in the imdst 
of bioad and fruitful pastuies, which 
hadbeenreclaunedbytheliandof induS' 
try fiom the bottom of the sea, it was 
fringed with smiling villages, blooming 
gardens, fruitful orchaida The an« 
cient and, at last, decrepit Bhin'^, flow* 


1 Bor, vu 502 3 Ibid , 502 

• Ibid . 504 

i Qmcc aidmi Desenpt Hull etZelaudue. 
Bor, vu 002 BentiToglio, Tiu 161 
“Putatur Engibtus Bntaimo 
Oibe reduz poBuisbe vLc.t«ip” ot« , etc, 
folding to tlio c61cbratod pppm of Joha 
VBJi dor Docs, the accompB^liLd lUid v^ozit 


mg languuUy towaiiL its simly iletik 
Ded, had beau multiphod iiitu iimm i<,i 
able aitibcial ciineit-,, bj win li tin, 
city was comidetoly intLihced Tht e 
watery sheets weie shtded by bn 
tiees, popHis, and willows, and on >si,il 
by one bundled and toity file but’ 
mostly of bimmei ed stone Tbe h ii 
weie elcguit, tbe sijuiioi and s ititi 
spacious, any and clem, tbe cn iiLu 
and pubbo edifioub imposing, iibilt tl c 
whole aspect of tbe piaoe sug,, I 
tbutt, industiy, and comfoit Ui ii 
an aitificul delation, m tho ceutii if 
the city, lose a rumed toiiei ot iiii 
known antiquity By some it w ‘ 
considered to be of Roman 011^,111 
while others pieferred to iioaul it i> 
a work of tbe Anglo Sasou Hi 
raised to commcmoiate bis cuiuiiii t 
of England* Suiioundcl by liui 
trees, and oieigroivn in the ciiiti., 
with oaks, it afibided, from its mouldir 
mg battlements, a charming pi ispeit 
OTer a wide oapausc of Isicl cou lU}, 
with tbe spues of neigbbouimg cit s 
rising m every diiection It 11 as Ir 11 
this commanding height, durii ' the 
long and teiiible summer days wbdi 
weie appioacbmg, that manv au eic 
was to be strained anxiously s iw id, 
watebmg if yet the ocean bod Is-oUn 
to roll over the land. 


Cemmandaut of tBo oity Tho to \ ci 1 h 
IS doubt css a Itomou one, pxcaoiics at tUo 
prcbcut day, almost piociscly thi. bamu 
appe Liauce as that described by tlic coiitii 
uoranoous lubtonans of the siigo i 1 e 

verses of tho Commandant show the opinaa, 
that the Analo Saxon conquerors of Bin 1 ii 
went firm Holland, to have Icon a comii 2 
one m tho sixteenth century. 
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Yaldcz lost no time in securing him> 
self m the possession of Maeskndsluisi 
Vlaardingeu, and the Hague. Five 
hundred English, under command of 
Colonel Edward Chester, abandoned 
ihe foitreos of Yalkenburg, and fled 
towards Leydei^ Befused admittance 
by the citbsens, who now, with reasoUj 
distrusted them, th^ surrendered to 
Yaldez, and were afterwards sent back 
to England.^ In the course of a few 
days, Leyden was thoroughly invested, 
no less than sizty-two redoubts, some 
of them havmg remained undeotroyed 
from the previous siege, now gudliug 
the city, while the besiegers already 
numbciod neaily eight thousand, a 
foice to be daily iiici eased. On the 
other hand, tUeie weie no troops in 
the town, save a small corxjs of free- 
booters,’* and flve companies of the 
burgher guard. John Yau der Docs, 
Seigneur of Nordwyck, a gentleman o£ 
diatmguished family, but still more 
distinguished for his leommg, his 
poetical gemus, and his valour, had ac- 
cepted the office of military comman- 
iant.^ 

The main lehance of the oiiy, under 
God, was on the stout heaita of its in- 
habitants within tbe walls, and on the 
sleepless cueigy of 'William tbo Silent 
without. The Pimce, hastening to 
comfoi*t and encourage the citizens, 
although he had been ]uatly irritated 
by then negligence in Laving omitted 
to provide more sufficiently agoiust tbe 
emergency while theie bad yet been 
time,'* now reminded them that they 
weie not about to contend for them- 


Bslves alone, but that the fate oi ilieir 
country and of unbom generations 
would, in all human pi obabihty, depend 
on tile issue about to bo tned. Eternal 
glory would be their poition if they 
manifested a courage woilhy of their 
race and of the sacred cause of religion 
and liberty. He implored them to 
hold out at least three months, assui- 
iug them that ha would, within that 
time, devise the means of their deliver- 
ance.'* The citizens responded, cou- 
lagecusly and confidently, to these 
missives, and assuied the Prince of 
their film confidence in their own forti- 
tude anil his exertions.^ 

And truly they had a right to rely 
on that calm and unflinching soul, as 
on a rock of adamant. All alone, 
without a being near him to consult, 
hia light arm stnick from him by the 
death of Louis, with no bi other Irft to 
him but the untiring and faithful John, 
he prepaied without delay for the new 
task imposed upon him. France, since 
the defeat and death of Louis, and the 
busy intrigues which had followed the 
accession of Heni'y 111 , had but small 
sympathy for the Hetheilanda. The 
English goveinment, reheved from the 
fear of France, was more cold and 
haughty than ever. An Englishman, 
emx)loyed by Kequesens to asBaBsinato 
the Pi nice of Orange, had been arrest- 
ed in Zealand, who impudently pre- 
toniled 'tiiat ho iiad uudei-taken to per 
form tlie same offico for Count John, 
Uith the full coubeiit and privity of 
Queen Elizabeth.'* The provinces of 
Holland and Zealand were stanch and 


1 Hendoza, xii. 261, wlio says that the * Letter of Orango in Bor, viz 605. 

lives of these Enahsh pnsoucis were spaicd * Ibid. Hof>rd. ix, 868. SM. 

at his express solicitation. He was ac that < The story ^\n8 inciediblo so far as the 
juncluro &ent by the Grand ComniAndor on Queen was iniphcatcd; but its mveutlon by 
a mission to Queen Jiiiisabcth, and obtained the assassin indicated the cstini.ito entci- 
this boon of Ins supenor as a pel souol favour tamed, in general, of her sciitiincncs to- 
te 1 imsolf words tho Nccheilauds ** Lopuis veste 

3 llouf'l. ix 862 Bor. vii 605 Guiccior- csuipte,’* wioto the Prince to lus brother, 
dim — “Jonum Dousam. virum nobilem, **ruu m’a icy cnvi>}6 do Zedaude ung Ang- 
Topaicham Nordoviccnum, utraquo lingua loi;> pnsoniiicr, Icqucl ciitio uulti'cs confesae 
duotibbimum, ot poetam egiegium Dcse d’aiou osie uppoitii du nouveau Goavea 
ZIcll , ed. uaa , 238 , 289 . *' Juau Busc, EtcHor ueur pour mo tuur. £t avoit ausedrfdM 
de Nortwyck— gentil poota en la Icngua chaigo du dit Gouvemeur, entrepriuK 
Laima.’*— Mendoza, xii 254. Giovanni vou'> tuir 5 Couloigiic, possd dix ou • dro j 
Bouza,. pocta nobile di quel ten'po ue’ com- jours £t toutes lois il diet la 
ponimenti latini, o xnoUo nobile aucora per ei>l6 f<uct par consentement et avee 
quolitd di sangue e per title prerogauve ^ gcnco do la U«>yne d’Angleterre, ponr^R 
mento.”— Bentivoglio, vjii 158. nuem^ dtscoflviu lesdoBBeiDgadegenn ajaiS 
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true, but the inequality of the contest 
between a few brave men, upon that 
handsbreadth of territory, and the 
powerful Spanish Kmpire, seemed to 
render the issue hopeless. 

Moreover, it was now thought ez- 
cdient to publish the amnesty which 
ad been so long in preparation, and 
this time the trap was more liberally 
baited. The pardon, which had passed 
the seals upon the 8th of IMarcli, was 
formally issued by the Giand Com- 
mander on the Cth of June ^ By the 
terms of this document the King in- 
vited all his enmg and repentant sub- 
jects to return to Ilia aims, aud to 
accept a full forgiveness for their past 
offences, upon the sole condition that 
they should once more throw them- 
selves upon the bosom of the Mother 
Church. There were but few excep- 
tions to the amnesty, a small number 
of individuals, all mentioned by name, 
being alone excluded ; ^ but although 
these terms were ample, the act was 
liable to a few stem objections. It 
was easier now for the Hollanders to 
go to their graves than to mass, for 
the conteat, in its progress, had now 
entirely assumed the aspect of a reli- 
gious war. Instead of a limited num- 
ber of heretics in a state which, al- 
though constitutional, was Cathohe, 
theie was now hiudly a Papist to bo 
foimd among the natives. To accept 
the pardon then was to concede the 
victory, and the Hollanders had not 
yet discovered that they were con- 
quered. They were resolved, too, not 
only to be conquered, but annihilated, 
before the Homan Church should be 
re-established on their soil, to the 
entire exclusion of the Heformed wor- 
ship. They responded with steadfast 
enthusiasm to the sentiment expiessed 
by the Prince of Orange, after the 
second siege of Leyden h^ been com- 
menced , As long 03 there is a living 
man left in the country, we will con- 
tend for our hberty and our religion.*'^ 


The single condition of the amnesty 
assumed, in a phrase, what Spain had 
fruitlessly striven to establish by a 
bundled battles, and the HoUandera 
had not faced their enemy on land aud 
sea for seven years to succumb to a 
phrase at last. ^ 

Moreover, the pardon came from 
wrong direction. The malefactoi* 
gravely extended forgivene-^s to hia 
victims. Although ^e Hollaudcu; 
had not yet disembarrassed their 
minds of the supernatural theoiy of 
government, and felt still tho icici- 
ence of habit for regal divinity, they 
naturally considered themselves out* 
raged by the trick now played bcfoie 
them. The man who had violated all 
his oaths, trampled upon all then cou 
stitution^ liberties, brnmed and sacked 
their cities, confiscated their wealth, 
hanged, beheaded, burned, and buried 
alive their innocent brethien, now 
came forward, not to implore, but t') 
offer forgiveness, Not in sackcloth, 
but in royal robes; not with ashes, 
but with a diadem upon his head, did 
the murderer present himself vica* 
nously upon the scene of his crime*. 
It may be supposed that, even in the 
sixteenth century, there were many 
minds which would revolt at such 
blasphemy. Ptu’thermore, even had 
the people of Holland been weak 
enough to accept the pardon, it vas 
impossible to believe that the promise 
would be fulfflled.* It was sufficiently 
known how much faith was likely to 
be kept with heretics, notwithstan^ng 
that the act was fortified by a papal 
Bull, dated on the 30th of Apiil, by 
which Gregory XIII. promised for* 

I givenesB to those Netherlond sinners 
I who duly repented and sought absolu- 
! tion for tiieir crimes, even although 
I they had sinned more thon^ seven 
times seven ^ 

j Tor a moment the Prince had feared 
I lest the pardon might produce some 
effect upon men wearied by inteimi- 


I Bor, Til. 510. lletersD, v, 03 Hoofd, 
be 868. 

> The pardon is given in full by Bor, vii. 
610-B18. ® 

* **Comme anssi do nostre costel nous 
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d’Orang^ v. 27. 
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nable Buffering, but tbe event proved 
him wrong. It was received with, 
universal and absolute contempt. Ko 
man came forward to take advantage 
of its conditions^ save one brewer in 
Utrecht, and the son of a refugee 
pedlar from Lc|rden. With these ex* 
ceptions, the o^y ones recorded, Hol- 
land remained deaf to the royal voice.^ 
The city of Leyden was equally cold 
to the messages of mercy, which were 
especially addressed to its population 
by Valdez and his agents. Certain 
Netherlanders, belonging to tho King's 
party, and familial ly called "GUppeiu,” 
despatched fiom the camp many let* 
teis to their rebelhous acquaintances 
in the city. In these epistles the 
citizens of Leyden were urgently and 
even pathetically exhorted to submis* 
sion by their loyal brethren, and wore 
implored "to take pity upon their 
poor old fathers, their daughters, and 
their wives." But the burghers of 
Leyden thought that the best pity 
wMch they could shew to those poor 
old fathers, daughters, and wives, was 
to keep them from the clutches of the 
Sponijm soldie^; so they made no 
answer to the Clippers, save by this 
single line, which they wrote on a 
sheet of paper, and forwarded, like a 
letter, to Valdez . 

*'Pistula dulce canity volucrem cum decipit 
auceps ” 3 

According to the advice early given 
by the Fnnce of Orange, the citizens 
had taken an account of their provi* 
Bions of all kinds, mcluding the live 
stock. By the end of June, the d.^ 
was placed on a strict allowance of 
food, all the provisions being purchased 
by tike authorities at an equitable price 
Half a pound of meat and half a pound 
of bread was allotted to a full grown 
man, a&d to the rest a duo proportion. 
The city being stnctiy invested, no 
communication, save by carrier pigeons, 
and by a few swift and skilful messen- 

1 Bor, vu. 516 
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gore, called jumpefs, was poss,ibl«i 
Sortiea and fierce combats were, how- 
ever, of daily occurrence, and a hand- 
some bounty was offered to any man 
who brought into the city gates tho 
bead of a Spaniard. The reward was 
paid many times, but the population 
was becoming so excited, and eo apt, 
that the authorities felt it dangerous 
to permit the contmuance of these 
conflicts. Lest the city, little by 
httle, should lose its few disciplined 
defenders, it was now proclaiined, by 
sound of cbiu-ch-bell, that in future no 
man should Iciive the gates. ^ 

The Prince had his head-quarters at 
Delft and at Rotterdam. Between 
those two cities, an important fortress, 
called Polderwaert, secured him intlie 
control of the alluvial quadrangle, 
nateicd on two sides by the Ysaol and 
the Stcuse. On the 29th June, the 
Spaniaids, feehng its value, had mode 
im unsuccessful effort to cany this 
fort by storm. They had been beaten 
off, with the loss of seveial hundred 
men, the Prince lemaining in posses- 
sion of the position, from which alone 
he could hope to relieve Leyden.* Ho 
still held in his hand the keys with 
which he could unlock the ocean gates, 
and let the waters in upon th® land, 
and he had long been convinced that 
nothing could save the city hut to 
break the dykes. Leyden was not 
ui>on the sea, but he could send tbs 
sc.a to Leyden, although an arm, gt to 
encounter the besieging force under 
Valdez could not be levied. The 
battle of klookerbeyde had, for the 
present, quite settled the question of 
land relief, but it was possible to be- 
siege tho besiegers with the waves of 
the ocean. The Spauiai-ds occupied 
the coast from tlie Hague to Vl.aor- 
dingen, but the dykes along the Meuse 
and Tssol were in possesbion of the 
Pimoo Ho deternimod that these 
should be iiiercod, while, at the same 

authority for tbe details of the memorable 
ucgio which it dc^eiibce It was the mein 
source of the historian Pieter Bor. Oom. 
jiaro Slctcren, r 9*. Hoofd, x. 8M. 
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time, the gieat duicea at Hotterdam, 
Bohiedain, and DeUtahaveu ahould be 
opened.^ The damage to the fields, 
TiUagea, and g^o^vllIg cropa would be 
enormous, but he felt that no other 
course could rescue Leyden, and with 
it the i\hole of Holland, from destruc- 
tion Ills clear expositions and impas- 
sioned eloquence at last overcame all 
resistance By the middle of July, the 
estates fully consented to his iilan, and 
its execution was iiiimcdiatcly uudci 
taken. “Better adiohued laud than 
a lost land," - ciied the patiiots, with 
enthusiasm, as they devoted theu fei 
tde Helds to desolation The entcipiise 
for restoring then terntoiy, for a sea 
eon, to the waaes, from uliich it had 
been so patiently icscucd, was con 
ducted with as much regularity as if 
it had been a proHtal le undei taking 
A capital Mas foimaUy subscribed, for 
which a ceitam number of bonds weie 
issued, payable at a long date’ In 
addition to tins piehmu'ary fund, a 
monthly allouaiice of loityflaa gid 
dens was voted by the estates, until 
the work should be completed, and a 
loige sum was contributed by the 
iadiea of the land, who fieely fur 
nished their pi vte, jeweller}', and costly 
fuimtuie to the fmtheiauce of the 
scheme ‘ 

Meantime, Yaldez, on the 30th July, 
issued most urgent and ample oHcrs of 
pardon to the citizens if they woidd 
consent to open tlieir gates and accept 
the Kmg’a authority, but his oi ertui cs 
were received with silent contempt, 
notwithstanding that the population 
was already appi oaching the si u a ation 
pomt Althougu not yet fully in 
foimed 01 the active measures taken 
by the Pimce, yet they still olioso to 
idy upon his eneigy and their own 
fortitude, rather than upon the honied 
words which had formeily been heard 
at the gates of Hailem and of Haaiden 
On the 3d of August, the Frmce, ac 

1 Bor, vu. 648 Ifetorcn, v 94. Hoofd, 
IX 870 

■ “Lienor bedorreu dan vorloion land" 
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compamed by Paul Buys, chief of the 
comniission appomted to execute the 
eiiterpiise, went m person along the 
Ysscl, as fai as Kappelle, and siipc.m 
tiuded the ruptiue of the djkce in 
sixteen places The gates at Sclued iui 
and Botteidam were qjjencd, and the 
Pce.an began to pour oaci the laud. 
IS hjle waitmg foi the waters to use, 
proaisions weie lapidly collected, ac 
cording to an edict of the Piiuce, lu 
all the pimo'pal towns of the ncigboui 
hood, and some tvv o huudi cd a csscK, of 
vaiious sizes, hid also been got ic uh 
at Botteidam, Belfthiveu, and ulh r 
ports ® 

'1 he citizens of Le}dcn weie, hoi 
ever, already beoomiig imp ticut, i r 
their bieod was gone, and of its sub 
stitute, malt cake, tbej bad but slcn 
der proa ision On tbo 12th of Au..,u,t, 
they received a Icttci fioin the Pii i i, 
encoui aging them to leeistance, itid 
assuiing them of a spcocly lolicf, ml 
on the ilat the} ailtlunod a dc pitch 
to Lull in *cpl}, stating that they n 1 
noil fullillcd then oiigmal promise fn 
they had held out two months i lUi 
food, and another month without foo i ' 
If not soon assisted, human streii., Ii 
could do no more, their malt ci c 
1 ould last but four da}s, and •'It r 
that was gone, there was nothing I t 
but staivation Upon the same tiiy 
howevci, they iccciicd a lestci, dc 
tated by the Pi inco, who now la} in 
bed at Botteidam w.tb a violent fcici 
assuiii g them tbit tbo d}k.c3 wcic " 1 
pierced, and that the water was iisiu„ 
upon the " Land m holding," the gicit 
outer barrier wbioh separated the cit} 
from the sea He said nothing, hjw 
ever, of his own illne'-s, which i oilu 
have cast a deep shadow oacr the j y 
which now broke forth among the 
burghers ' c 

The letter was read pubholy m the 
marketplace, and to incicaso tie 
cheerfulnesB, buigomaster Ian dor 

s “Teweten dc ocibte twoni icudciii n t 
blood en de dcide moend met aimocdc ^ 
Jaa Pi uj tiers 

7 Letter of PI de Nuynbem imd V 
Biunynck to Count Jehu ot N is<- u u 
Arcbives de la Mairon d Orange, v 88 sO 
Bor, YU 680. • 




1574 .] 


Weif, knowing l^e sensibility of his 
countrymen to niusioi ordered the city 
musioians to perambulate the streetSj 
playing lively melodies and martial 
airs. Salvos of cannon were likewise 
fired, and the starving city for a brief 
space put on Ihe aspect of a holiday, 
much to the astomshment of the be- 
sieging forces, who were not yet aware 
of the Prince's efforts. They perceived 
very soon, however, os the water evciy- 
where about Leyden bad risen to the 
depth of ten inches, that they stood in 
a perilous position. It w*as no tiilling 
danger to be thus attacked by the 
waves of the ocean, which seemed 
about to obey with docility the com- 
mand of William the Silent Valdez 
became anxious and uncomfoi table at 
the strange aspect of affuis; for the 
beaiegmg aimy was now in its turn be- 
leaguered, and by a stronger power 
thfm man's. Ha consulted with the 
most experienced of Ins officers, with 
the country-people, with the most dis- 
tinguished among ihe Glippers, and 
derived enooui*agemaat from their 
views conceiimig the Prmce's plan. 
They pronounced it utterly futile and 
hopeless. The Glippers knew the 
country well, and iidiculed the despe- 
rate project in unmeasured teims.^ 

Even in the city itself, a dull dis- 
trust had succeeded to the first vuid 
gleam of hope, while the few loyalists 
among the population boldly taunted 
their fellow-citizens to then faces with 
the absurd vision of relief which they 
had BO fondly welcomed, " Go up to 
the tower, ye Beggars,” was the fre- 
quent and taunting ciy, '' go up to the 
tower, and tell us if ye can see the 
ocean coming over the dry lau<l to 
your relief” ® — and day after day they 
did go up to the ancient tower of Hen- 
gist, with heavy heart and anxious 
eye, watching, hoping, praying, fearing, 
and at last {dmost despairing of relief 
by God or man. On the 27th they 
addressed a desponding letter to the 
estates, complaining that the city had 
been forgotten m its utmost need, and 

^ Hoofd, ix 872 Bor, vii, 651. 

3 ** Gaot en op dsn toren gy Geuskeni en 
siefc lict Haeswater tC'^emootv” etc., otc ~ 
Jan Fruytiors. Bor vu. 651. Hoofd, ix. 9?^ 


on the some day a prompt and warm- 
hearted reply was received, in which 
the citizens were assuied that every 
human effort was to be made for their 
relief. ** Rather,” said the estates, 
**w]ll we see our whole land and all 
our poBsesBions perish in the waves, 
than forsake thee, Leyden. We Imow 
full well, moreover, that with Leyden 
all Holland miibt perish also.” They 
excused themselves for not having 
more fiequently written, upon tiio 
ground that the whole management of 
the mcasuicB for their relief had been 
mtiubted to the Piince, by whom alone 
all the details had been aduuuistered, 
and all the correspoudenco conducted ^ 

The fe^cr of the Pi nice had, mcou- 
wbile, reached its height. He lay at 
Rottcidain, utterly prostrate in body, 
and with mind agitated nearly to deU- 
num, by the perpetual and almost un- 
assibted schemes which ho w'aa con- 
sti uctmg Relief, not only fur Leyden, 
but for the whole country, now appa- 
rently sinking into the abyss, was 
vision w hich he pursued as he tossed 
upon his lestless couch. Never was 
iiiness more unseasonable. His attend- 
ants were m despair, for it was neces- 
sary that his mind should for a time 
be spared ihe agitation of buainess. 
The physicians who attended him 
agreed, as to his disordei, only in ibis, 
that it was the result of mental fatigue 
and melancholy, and could be cmed 
only by removing all di&tresbing and 
peixdcxiug subjects fioiu ins thoughts; 
but all the x^hysiciaus m the world 
could not have succeeded in turmng 
his attention for an instant from the 
gieat cause of his couutiy. Leyden 
lay, as it were, anxious and despairing 
at his feet, and it was impossible for 
him to close hiB ears to her ory. 
Therefore, from lua sick-bod he con- 
tinued to dictate words of counsel and 
encouragement to the city; to Admiral 
Boisot, commanding the fleet, mmute 
directions and precautions.^ Towards 
ihe end of August a vague report had 
foimd its way into his sick chamber 

• See the letter in Bor, vil. 651, 652. 

* Lebtew of N Brunynok, Arch eb Cor* 
respond , v. 69, 46. tfBor, vu. 661 
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Leyden lidd faHon, and altihou^ 
he refused to credit the tale^ yet it 
served to haiues bU mind, and to 
heighten feven Corncliue Van Mie- 
rop, Kecelver-Greneral of Holland, had 
occasion to visit him at Bottei^m, 
and, strange to i elate, found the house 
almost deserted. Penetrating;, unat- 
tended, to the Prince's bed-chamber, 
ho found him tying quite alone. In- 
quiring what had become of all bis 
attendants, be was answered by the 
Prince, in a very feeble voice, that he 
had sent them all tJAvay. The Heceiver- 
General seems, from this, to have rather 
hastily arrived at the conclusion that 
the Prince's disorder was the pest, and 
that his servants and friends had all 
deserted him. from cowardice.^ This 
was very far from being the case. His 
priVi^te secretary and his maitre d'hdtel 
watched, day and night, by his couch, 
uid the best physicians of the city 
were in constant attendance. By a 
singular accident, all had been de- 
spatched on different errands, at the 
express desire of their m<aster, but 
there hod never been a suspicion that 
bis disorder was the pe-t, or pestilen- 
tial Nerves of steel, and a fiame of 
adamant could alone have resisted tiie 
constant anxiety and the consuming 
fatigue to which be bad so long been 
exposed. His illness bad been aggra- 
vated by the rumour of Leyden's fall, 
a fiction which Cornelius Uierop was 
now enabled fiatly to contradict. The 
Prince began to mend from that hour. 
By the end of the first week of Sep- 
tember, be wrote a long letter to lus 
brother, assuring him of bis convale- 
scence, and expressing, as usual, a 
calm confidence in the Divine deciees 

“ God will ordain for me," said be, 
“all which is necessary for my good 
and my salvation. He wdU load me 
with no more affiictions than the fra- 
gility of this nature can sustain.”^ 

The preparations for the relief of Ley- 

^ Bor, vil. 551 Hoofd, ix. 872, 873 — 
Such was the Information given by him 
to the histoiian Bor, whoso account is 
ftdlowad by Hoo/d and others. The letters 
Secretaiy Brunynck and of Nuyiihem 
on the contrary, the solicitude with 
^ich the Prince was /ittonded in his iB- 
ltfB."*ArchiTee el Correspoudance, v 88-50. 
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den, wliich, notwitIuiUiicUiig hie ex- 
ertions, bad grown alack during bis sick' 
ness, were now vigorously resumed. 
On tbe let of September, Admiral 
Boisot arrived out of Zealand with a 
small number of vessels, and with 
eigbt hundred veteran railors. A v i M 
and ferocious crew were those eig’it 
hundred Zealanders. ScaiTcd, bacl.nl, 
and even maimed, in the unc6as_iig 
conflicts in which their lives had passed; 
wearing crescents in their caiis, mtll 
the inscription, “ Bather Turkish than 
Popish;" renowned far and wide, as 
much for their ferocity as for tlicir 
mautical skill; the appearance of the-.o 
wildest of the " Sea-beggars ” was both 
eccentric and terrific. They iiera 
known never to give nor to take 
quarter, for they went to mmtal com- 
bat only, and had s« om to spare nei- 
ther noble nor simple, neither King, 
kaiser, noi pope, should they fall iute 
their power.* 

lloio than two bundled vessels had 
been now assembled, carrying generally 
ten pieces of cannon, with from ten 
to eighteen oars, and manned wilb 
tnenty-five hundred veterans, expori 
eiiccd both on land and w’atei ■* The 
woik was now undei taken in earnest 
The distance fiom Leyden to the outer 
dyke, over whose nuns the ocean h.id 
aheady been admitted, was neaily 
fifteen miles. This reclaimed tenitoiy, 
however, was not maintained against 
the sea by these external harriers alone. 
The flotilla made its way with easa to 
the Land-scheiding, a strong dyke 
within five miles of Leyden, but heie 
its progiess was arrested® The ap- 
proach to the city was surioundod by 
many strong ramparts, one within tlio 
other, by which it was defended against 
its ancient enemy, the ocean, precisely 
like the circumvidlatious by means of 
which it was now assailed by its more 
recent enemy, the Spaniard. To enable 
the fleet, however, to sail over the land, 
I 

s Archivea ot Corrcspondance, etc , S3. 

• '* liiever Turx dan Pans " Jjui Fruy- 
tiora — ^Bor, vn, 652. Hoofd, ix. 374. Me- 
teren, v 94. 

4 tleteren, v. 04 . Bor, vJi. S52. 

> Bor, vU. (92-654. Hoofd, ix STS. 


ItAe BUe the Dutch Bepiiblic. 





it was nocesBary to broak tbrotigb thia 
two-fold ueriea of defences. Between 
the Land-scheiding and Leyden were 
seTeral dykes, which kept out the 
water; upon the level territory, thus 
encircled, were many villages, together 
with a chain sixty-two forts, which 
completely occupied the land All 
these villages and fortresses were held 
by the veteran troops of the King, 
the besieging force being about four 
times as strong^ os that which was 
coming to the rescue. 

The Prince had given ordcis that 
the Land-scheiding, which was still 
one-and-a-half foot above water, should 
be taken possession of, at every hazard. 
On the night of the 10th and 11th of 
September thia was aecomphshed, by 
surprise, and in a masterly manner.’ 
The few Spaniards who had been sta- 
tioned upon the dyke ucie all des- 
patched or driven off, and the patriots 
fortided themselves upon it, without 
the loss of a man. As the day dawned 
the Spaniards saw the fatal error which 
they had committed in leavmg this 
bulwark so feebly defended, and fiom 
two villages which stood close to the 
dyke, tho itoojn wow tuahed in eort 
siderable force to recover what they 
had lost. A hot action eucceeded, but 
the patriots had too securely established 
themselves. They completely defeated 
the enemy, who retired, leavmg hun- 
dreds of dead on the field, and the 
patriots in complete possession of the 
Land-scheiding '* This first action was 
sanguinary and desperate. It gave an 
earnest of what these people, who came 
to relieve their brethren hy sacrificing 
their property and their lives, were 
determined to effect. It gave a revolt- 
ing proof, too, of the intense hatred 
whidi nerved their arms A Zealander, 
having struck down a Spaniard on the 
dyke, knelt on his bleedmg enemy, 
tore his heart from his bosom, fastened 
his teeth in it for an instant, and then 

1 The anny of Valdez numbered at least 
ten thousand — ^Hoofd, ix. 38V 

a Jan Fruyticcs — Compare Bor, viL dad, 
Eoofd, ix. 875 

a Bor, vii 654. Hoofd, iz. 875, 376. 

4 Ibid. Ueteren, v. 04 Hoofd, ix 876 

■ “Dit gebeton berte met den tekenen 
del tondan la blnnen Didf daer na van voio 


threw it to a dog, with the escldination, 

“*Tis too bitter," 4 The Spamsh heart 

WBB, however, rescued, and kept for 
years, with the marks of the soldier’s 
teeth upon it," a sad testimonial of the 
ferocity engendered hy this war for 
national existence. 

The great dyke having been thus 
occupied, no time was lost in breaking 
it tluough in seveial places, a woik 
which was accomplished under the 
very eyes of the enemy. The fleet 
sailed through the gaps; but, after 
their passage had been effected in good 
Older, the Admiral found, to his sur- 
prise, that it was not the only rampart 
to he caiiied. The Prince had been 
informed, by those who cloiined to 
know the country, that, whan once 
the Lmd-scheidmg had been passed, 
tho w ater would flood the coiintry as 
far as Leyden, but the " Green-way,” 
another long dyke, thiee-quarters of a 
milo farther imvaid, now rose at leoaf 
a foot above the waters, to oppose theil 
further pi ogress. Fortunately, by a 
second and still more culpable care- 
lessness, this dyke had been left by 
the Spaniards in as unprotected a 
state a& the first had been. Promptly 
and audaciously Admiral Boisot took 
poBsesaion of this barrier also, levelled 
it in many places, and brought his 
flotilla, in tiiumph, over ite ruins. 
Again, however, he was doomed to 
disappointment. A laige mere, coUod 
the Fresh-water Lake, was known to 
extend itself directly m his path about 
midway between the Land-scheiding 
and the city. To this piece of water, 
into which he expected to have in- 
stantly floated, his only passage laj 
through one deep canal. The sea 
which had thus far home him on, now 
diffusing itself over a very wide sur- 
face, and under the influence of an 
adverse wind, had become too shallow 
for his ships. The canal alone was 
deep enough, hut it led directly to- 

lofwaerdigo luiden gesicu en ziin daer na 
ook, eraujgc carmimimtgegcvexi," etc. — Bor, 
vu 551 

Oneoftbe "carmina’’tbus alluded to by 
tbe biBtonan, was a Latm poem tw tbs Com- 
mandant Van der Does, in wbicb tbe pro- 
gress of ilia siege IB described witb muob 
spirit and olcgance. , 
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wards a bridge, strongly occupied by 
the enemy. Hostile troops, moreover, 
to the amount of three thousand, 
occupied both sides of the canaL* 
The bold Boisot, nevertheless, deter- 
mined to force his passage, if possible. 
Selecting a few of his sti-ongeat ves- 
sels, his heaviest artillery, and his 
bravest sailors, he led the van himself, 
in a desperate attempt to make his 
way to die mere. He opened a hot 
fire upon the bridge, then converted 
into a fortress, while his men engaged 
I in band-io-hand combat with a succes- 
' Bion of skirmishers from the troops 
1 along tho canal. After losing a few 
men, and ascertaining the impreg- 
nable position of the enemy, he was 
obliged to withdraw, defeated, and 
I almost despaii mg ’ 

A week had elapsed since the great 
dyke had been pierced, and the flotilla 
j ' now lay motionless in shallow water, 
^ < having accomplished leas than two 
; miles. The wmd, too, was easterly, 
causing the sea rather to sink than 
I ' to rise. Everything wore a gloomy 
I aspect, when, fortunately, on the 18th, 
I the wind shifted to the north-west, 
1 and for three days blew a gale. The 
! waters rose rapidly, and before the 

I I second day was closed the armada was 
' afloat again. Some fugitives from 
i| Zoetermeer village now arrived, and 
'I I informed the Admiral that, by making 

I I a detour to the right, he could com- 
I , pletely eiroumvent the bridge and the 
j I mere. They guided him, accordingly, 
i|i to a comparatively low dyke, which 

led between the villages of Zoetermeer 
r and Benthuyzen. A strong force of 
I Spaniards was stationed in each place, 
; but, Biozod with a panic, instead of 
sallying to defend the barrier, they fled 
r* inwardly towards Leyden, and haired 
at the village of Horth Aa’ It was 
! natural that they should he amazed. 
’ Kothing is more appalling to the 
I imagination than the rising ocean tide, 
‘jr when man feels himself within its 
'i power; and here were the wateis, 
hourly deepening and closing around 
' I tiiem, devouring tho e,aTth beneath 

' Bor, Til 655 Heofd, la 376. 

* Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. — Coeopare Ucu- 
- ■"—sail 8C0-26t “ 
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tbeir feet, while on the waves rode a 
flotilla, manned by a determined race, 
whose courage and ferocity were 
known throughout the world. The 
Spamsh soldiers, brave as they were 
on land, were not sailors, and in the 
naval contests which ^d taken place 
between them and the Hollanders, had 
been almost invariably defe.ated It 
was not surprising, in these amphibious 
skirmisbea, where diseiphne was of 
little avail, and habitual audacity 
faltered at the vague dangers which en- 
compassed them, that theforeign troops 
should lose their presence of mind. 

Three barriers, one within the other, 
had now been passed, and the flotilh, 
advancing u ith the advancing w.aves, 
and driving the enemy steadily before 
it, was drawing ne.aier to the helca. 
giiered city. As one circle aftei another 
was passed, the besieging army found 
itself compressed within a constantly 
contracting field The " Ark of Delf'.” 
an enormous vessel, witli .=liot-pioi£ 
bulwarks, and moved by paddle-wheels* 
turned by a crank, now amved at Znc 
termeer, and was soon followed by the 
whole fleet. After a brief delay, suf- 
ficient to allow the few remaining 
villagers to escape, both Zoetermeer 
and Benthuyzen, with the fortilica- 
tions, were eet on fire, and abandoned 
to their fate. The blaze hgbtcd un 
the desolate and watery waste around, 
ond was seen at Leyden, where it m’ 
hniied as the beacon of hope. 'With 
out further impediment, the arin.nla 
proceeded to Horth Aa; the enemy 
retreating from this position also, and 
flying to Zoetenvoude, a strongly forti- 
fied village but a mile and tin ee quai- 
ters from the city walls. It was now 
swarming with troops, for the bulk oi 
the besieging army had grailually been 
driven into a nairow circle o* forts, 
within the immediate neighbourhood 
of Leyden. Besides Zoeterwoude, the 
two posts where they were pnnoipallj 
established were Lammen and Ley dn 
dorp, each within three bundled lod, 
of the town. At Leyderdorp v'rc 
the head-quarters of Valdez; Colunc 

* Ibid. Mendoza, xii. S63. 

* Jan Pruytiers.y Bor, vil, 650, Heofd 
Iz. 377. Meudezo, xu. 202. 
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t Borgia commanded in the Toiy strong 
» fortrew of Lammen.^ 

^ The fleet won, however, delayed at 
North Aa by another barrier, cohed 
the "Kirk-way.” The waters, too, 
spreading once more over a wider 
spice, and dimmishmg under an east 
nind, which had again arisen, no longer 
permitted their progress, so that very 
soon the whole armada was stranded 
anow. The watein fell to the depth 
of nine inches, while the vessels re- 
quired eighteen and twenty. Day 
after day the fleet lay motiouleea upon 
the shallow sea. Oiange, rising from 
his sick bed aa soon as be could stand, 
low came on board the fleet. His 
presence diffused universal joy; his 
words iuspiied hia desponding army 
with fresh hope. Ha rebuked the im- 
p.itient spiiits who, weary of their 
compulsory idleness, had shewn symp- 
toms of iU-tuned ferocity; and those 
eight hundred mad Zealanders, so 
frantic in their hatred to the foreign- 
ers who had so long profaned their 
land, were as docile aa children to the 
Pinnce. Ho reconnoitred the whole 
ground, and issued orders for the im- 
■ mediate destniction of the Kirk-way, 
, the last impoitant barrier which sepa- 
• rated the fleet from Leyden. Then, 
after a long conference with Admiral 
Boisot, he returned to Delft * 

Meantime, the besieged city was at 
its last gasp. The burghers h.id been 
in a state of uncertamty for m.iny 
days; being aw.ire that the fleet had 
sot foi th for their relief, but knowing 
^ full u ell the thousand obstacles wluch 
it had to surmount. They h.id guessed 
its progress by the illumination fiom 
the blazing villages; they had heard 
its salvos of artillery on ito arrival at 
North Aa; but since then, all bad 
been dark and mournful again, hope 
< and fear, in sickening alternation, dis- 
^ traoting every breast They knew that 
the wind was unfavourable, and, at the 
dawn of each day, every eye was 
turned wistfully to the vanes of the 
steeples. So long as the easterly 
. breeze prevailed, they felt, as they 
I anxiously stood on towers and house- 


1 boi, Hoofd, ubi sup. JUondoza. 
> Bor, vli. 66 Sl H«otd, ix. 380. 


tops, that they must look in vain for 
the welcome ocean. Yet. while thus 
patiently waiting, they were literally 
starving; for even the misery endured 
at Harlem had not reached that depth 
and intensity of agony to which Ley- 
den was now reduced. Bread, malt- 
cake, horse-flesh, had entirely disap- 
Iieared; dogs, cats, rats, and other 
vermin, were esteemed luxuries. A 
small number of cows, kept aa long as 
possible, for their milk, still remained; 
but a few were killed from day to day, 
and distributed in minute proportions, 
hardly siifflcient to support life among 
the famishing population. Starving 
wretches swarmed daily around the 
shambles where these cattle were 
slaughtered, contending for any mor- 
sel which might fall, and lapping 
eagerly the blood os it ran along the 
pavement; while the hides, chopped 
and boiled, were greedily devoured. 
Women and cliildien, all d.iy long, 
were seen searching gutters and dung- 
hills for morsels of food, which they 
disputed fiercely with the famishing 
dogs. The green leaves were stripped 
from the trees, every living herb was 
converted into human food, but theso 
expedients could not avert starvation. 
The (Lilly mortality was frightful- 
infants starved to death on the mater- 
nal breasts, which famine had parched 
and witheied; mothers dropped dead 
m the sheets, with their dead chUdren 
in their aims. In many a house the 
w.itehmcn, in their rounds, found a 
whole femily of corpses, father, mother, 
and children, side by side; for a dis- 
order called the plague, naturally en- 
gendered of hardship and famine, now 
came, aa if in kindness, to abridge the 
agony of the people The peshleneo 
stalked at noonday through the city, 
and the doomed inhabitants fell lilce 
grass beneath its scythe. Prom six 
thousand to eight thousand human 
beings sank before this scourge alone, 
yet the people resolutely held out- 
women and men mutually enconraf^g 
each other to resist the 
their foreign foe — on evil 
than post or famine.* 

* J.IU Fruyticra. Bor, Tit £07.-^^ 
iz. 831. Ueteran, v. ^84 BendtiWV 
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Tlte missives from Valdez, who sew 
more vividly than the besieged rould 
do, the nncertamty of hiS on n position, 
now poured daily mto the city, the 
enemy becommg more piodigal of hia 
vows, as he felt that the ocean might 
yet save the victmis fiom his grasp 
The inhabitants, in their iguoiance, 
had gradually abandoned their hopes 
of relief, but they spurned the sum 
mons to sui render Leaden n as sub 
lim n m its despair A few murmurs 
weie, honeaer, oecaaionallj heaid at 
the steadfastnoss of the magistrates, 
and a dead body was placed at the 
door of the buigomaster, as a silent 
witness sgamst his mflesibilit} ^ A 
party of the more famt hearted even 
assailed the heroic Adiian Van dei 
Werf with threats and reproaches as 
lie passed through the streets A crowd 
had gathered ai ound him, as he reached 
a triangular place in the centre of the 
town, into which many of the principal 
streets emptied themselves, and upon 
Due Bide of which stood the chinch of 
Bamt Fancraa, with its high brick 
tower Bui mounted by two pointed tui 
lets, and with two ancient hme trees 
at ite enti aiice Thei e stood the bnrgo 
master, atoll haggard imposing figme 
with daik visage, and a tianquil but 
'’ommaiiding e} e lie waved hia broad 
leaved felt hat for silence, and then 
ezclaimed, in language which has 
been almost literally preici a ed, ' Wh it 
would ye, my friends* Why do jc 
murmur thit wi do not bicak oui 
vo«s and suiiendei the city to the 
Spaniards t a fate moio horrible tli i 
the agony which she now cnduics I 
tell jou I Iiaie made an oath to hold 
the city, and may God gi> e me sti ength 
to keep mj oath ' I can die but once, 
whether by your hands, the enemy s, 
or by the hand of God My own fate 
IS mdifferent to me, not so that of the 
city intrusted to my caie I know 
that we shall starve if not soon le 
lieved , but staivation is prefeiableto 
the dishonouied death which is the 


mate of the entire population us numheiiog 
only fourteen tnousauu before tt e siege 
(a .11 250), is ovideutly eiToncous It was 
probably ncaier fifty thou auA 
» IiQofa,ix asi.Sf2 Boi, vil 067 


only alternative Tour menaces uioi o 
me not, my life is at your disposal 
here IS my sword, plunge it mto mi 
breast, and divide my flesh among you 
Take my body to appease your hunger 
but expect no surrender so long as I 
remam aha e ” “ 

The woids of the st6ut bmgo m tei 
inspired a new courage in tlie hearts oi 
those who heaid him, and a shout ot 
applause and deflance aiose fiom ilu 
fimislung but enthusiistic crowd 
They left the place, aftei pxcliangiii, 
new vows of fidehsy with their lu ^ 
tiate, and again ascended tower ml 
battlement to watch foi the com ni; 
fleet Fioni the lamports they huik I 
renew ed defiance at the enemj ‘ I c 
call us lat eaters and dog eattis tlioa 
ciied, “and it IS tiue Solong,tlui 
as ye hear dog baik or cat mew witli n 
the walls, ye may know that the c ii 
holds out And when all has pens) 1 
but out selves, be sure that we wil 
each devour our left aims, rotimiiio 
our right to defend our women oir 
libertj, and our religion against t “ 
f ,eim tyrant Shomd God in II’ 

ath, doom us to dcstiuction ai I 
deny us all relief, even then will wc 
maintain oursehts for eioi agiis 
your entiancs When the list ho 
has come, with oui own hands we will 
sot Cie to the city, and pcii'-h m n, 
women, and childicu togethci in t c 
flames, lather than sufier our homes to 
be polluted, and ou<- bbeitics to ho 
crushed’’ Such woids of defiance, 
thundcied daily fi om the haitlciucnts, 
sufficiently lufoimed Valdez as to liis 
chance of conquering the city, eithei 
by foi ce oi fraud, but at the same tinio 
he felt comparatively lelioved by the 
inactivity of Boisots fleet, which still 
lay stranded at oi th Aa “ As w cl’ 
shouted the bpamaida, dciisivcly, to 
the citizens, " as w ell can the Pi nice t r 
Orange pluck the stars fiom the skv as 
bring the ocean to the walls of Leyc’cn 
for your relief ’ * 

On the 28 th of Septembei, a doio 

9 Jan Fiuj tiers Hoofd, ix 3"0 Me 
toren V 94 

9 Ibid., 25 Motexen, v 94 Iloofd la 
879, S80 

9 ' Dat bat don Pnnse so ormOaCbj v wa 
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flew into the dty, bringing a letter 
from Admiral Boiaot.^ In this de- 
spatch, the position of the fleet at 
North Aa was described in encourag- 
ing terms, and the inhabitants were 
assured tbat^ in a very few days at 
furthest, the iong-espected relief would 
enter their gat£. The letter was read 
publicly upon the market-place, and the 
bells were rung for joy, Keveitheless, 
on the morrow, the vanes pointed to 
the easl^ the waters, so far from rising, 
continued to sink, and Admiral Boisot 
was almost in despair. Ha wrote to 
the Prince, that if the spring-tide, now 
to be expected, should not, together 
with a stiong and favourable wind, 
come immediately to their relief, it 
would bo in vam to attempt anything 
further, and that the expedition would 
of necessity be abandoned. The tem- 
pest came to their relief. A violent 
equinoctial gale, on the night of the 
let and 2d of October, came storming 
from the north-west, shifting after a 
few hours full eight points, and then 
blowmg still more violently from the 
south-west. The watera of the North 
Sea were piled m vast masses upon the 
southern coast ol lidlland, and then 
dashed furiously landward, the ocean 
rising over the earth, and sweeping 
with unrestrained power across the 
ruined dykes.^ 

In the course of twenty-four home, 
the fleet at North Aa, mstead of mne 
inches, had more than two feet of 
water. No time was lost. The Kirk- 
way, which had been broken through, 
according to the Prince's instructions, 
was now completely overflowed, and 
the fleet sailed at midnight, in the 
midst of the storm and darkness. A 
few sentinel vessels of the enemy chal- 
lenged them as they steadily rowed to- 
> wards goeterwoude. The answer was 
a flash from Boisot’s cannon, lighting 
up the black waste of waters. There 
was a fierce naval midnight battle — a 

om Lcydcai to ontsetten als bet heniulden 
mogelijk vas to sterren metter hand to 
reiken on gnjpen.” — Bor, vu. 5fi7. 

1 Bor, Tii. S57. — See rise the text of tho 
letter ti^smitted on the same day and m 
tbs same manner, from the Admnal to the 
Ciammaiidnnt Nordtwyck,m Gmeuv. Prine- 
teicr. The tone of the utter u spirited, 


' xiuutes. O l I 

strange spectaifle among the bfonches 
of those quiet orchards, and with the 
chimney-stacks of half-submergcfl farm 
houses rising around the contending 
vessels.® The neighbouring village of 
Zoeterwoude shook with the discharges 
of the Zealanders’ cannon, end the 
Spaniards assembled in that fortress 
knew that the rebel Admiral was at 
last afloat, and on his couraS- The 
enemy’s vessels were soon sunh, their 
crews hurled into tho waves. On 
went the fleet, sweeping ofcr the 
broad waters which lay between Zoe- 
terwoude and Zwieten. As they ap- 
proached some shallows, which led 
into tho great meie, the Zeekinders 
dashed into the sea, and with sheer 
strength shouldered every vessel 
through. Two obstacles lay still in 
their path — ^the forts of Zoeterwoude 
and Lammen, distant from the city 
five hundred and two hundicd and 
fifty yards respectively. Strong re- 
doubts, both well supplied witft troops 
and artillery, they were likely to give 
a rough reception to the hght flotillas 
but the panic, which had pitherta 
driven their foes before the advancing 
patriots, had reached Zoeterwouda 
Hardly was the fleet in sight, when 
the Spaniards, in the early nioming, 
poured out from the fortress, and fled 
precipitately to the left, along a road 
which led in a westerly direction to- 
wards the Hague, Their narrow path 
was rapidly vanishing in the waves, 
and htindieds R.-iuTr beneath tho con- 
stantly deepening and treacherous 
flood. The wild Zealanders, too, 
qirang from their vessels u^n the 
crumbling dyke, and drove their re- 
treating foes into the sea. They 
I burled their harpoons at them, with 
an accuracy acquired in many a polar 
cliase, they plunged into the waves in 
the keen pursuit, attacking thom with » 
boat-book and dagger. The numbers 
who thus fell beneath these corsair^ 

cbeerfitb and almost Jocular Tbo 
claims tbo hospitibty of tlie ConU PSa^ 
assui mg him that be shall soon auuM 
IcydoD, to be a guest m bis boOS^S 
rbives de la Maison d’Orange, v, OT, 
s Bor, Til 657, 
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who neiOier gave nor took quarter, 
were never counted, but probably not 
leas than a thousand perilled. The 
rest effected their escape to tbs 

TTaimn 1 


The fliut fortress was thus seized, | 
dismantled, set on fire, and l)assed, 
and a few strokes of the oars brought 
the whole fleet close to Lanunen. 
This last obstacle rose formidable and 
frowning directly across their path. 
Swarming as it was with soldier a, and 
bristling with artilleiy, it seemed to 
defy the armada either to cany it by 
storm or to pass under its guns into 
the city.® It appeared that the enter- 
prise was, after all, to founder within 
mght of the long expecting and ex- 
pected haven. Boiaot anchored liis 
fleet within a respectful distance, and 
qient what remained of the day in 
carefully reconnoitring the fort, which 
seemed only too strong. In conjunc- 
tion withLoyderdorp,thohead-quai-tcra 
of Valdez, a mile and a half distant 
on the right, and within a mile of the 
city, it seemed so insuperable an im- 
pediment that Boisot wrote in des- 
pondent tone to the Fi ince of Orange. 
He announced his intention of carrying 
the fort, if it were possible, on the 
following morning, but if obliged to 
retreat, he observed, with aomething 
like despair, that there would be no- 
thmg for it but to wait for another 
gale of STind. If the waters should 
rise sufficiently to enable them to 
make a wide detour, it might be pos- 
sible — ^if, in the meantime, Leyden did 
not starve or .surrender — to enter its 
gates from the opposite side.’ 

Heantime, the citizens had grown 
wild with expootation. A dove had 
been de^atched by Boisot, informing 
them of his precise position, and a 
number of citizens accompanied the 
burgomaster, at nightfall, toward the 
tower of Hengist — “Yonder,” cried 
the magistrate, stretching out his hand 
towards Lanunen, “yonder, behind 
that fort, ore bread and meat, and 
hrathren in thousands. Shall all this 


bo destroyed by the Spanish guns, ov • 
shall we rush to the rescue of our q 
friends ? ” will tear tlio fortress 
to fragments with our teeth and iiails," 
was ihe reply, “before the relief, so 
long ejected, riiall be wrested from 
us.”* ft was resolvcjl that a sortie, 
in conjunction with the opeietioai of 
Boisot, should be made against Lam- 
men with the earliest dawn. Kight 
descended upon the scene, a pitch d,iik 
night, full of anxiety to the Sp.iniiirus; 
to the armada, to Leyden. Strango 
sights and sounds occurred at diffcrout , 
moments to bewilder the anxious sen- 
tinels. A -long procession of lights 
issuing from the fort was seen to lilt 
across the black face of the waters, m 
the dead of night, and the whole of 
the city wall, between the Cow-g.ii.- 
and the Tower of Burgundy, foil with 
a loud crash. The horroi -struck citi 
zone thought that the Spaniaids were 
upon them, at last; the Spaniaids 
imagined the noise to indicate a des 
perate sortie of the oitizeiis.® Kverj 
thing was vague and mysterious 
Day dawnro, at length, after tio 
feveiish night, and the Admiral pre 
pared for the assault. 'Witlim the 
fni bless reigned a dcath-like stillno 
w'hich inspired a eiokening Buspicien. 
H.sd the city, indeed, been earned in 
the night; had the massacre already 
commenced; had all this labour and 
audacity been expended in Tam! 
Suddenly a roan was dcsciiod, wnding 
breast-high through the water fiom 
Lammcn towards the Sect, whilo at 
the same time, one solitary boy wai 
seen to wave his cap from the summit 
of the fort. After a moment of doubt, 
the happy mystery was soiled. The 
Spaniai ds bod fled, panic struck, during 
tlie darkness. Their position would 
still have enabled them, with firm- 
ness, to frustrate the enterprise of the 
patriots, but the hand of God, which 
had sent the ocean and the tempest to 
the deliverance of Leyden, had stiuck 
her enemies with terror likewise. The 
lights which had been seen moving 


I JanlftpyHets. Bor, vd. 658. Hoofd, ix. » tUA Ibid., tx. 885. 
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daring the night were the lanterns of 
the retreating Spaniards, and the boy 
who was now waring his triumphant 
signal from the battlements had alone 
witnessed tiie spectacle. So confident 
was he in the conclusion to which it 
led him, that As had volunteered at 
daybreak to go thither all idone. The 
magistiates, fearing a trap, hesitated 
for a moment to believe the truth, 
which soon, however, became quite 
evident.^ Taldez, flying himself fiom 
Leyderdorp, had ordered Colonel Boi gia 
to retire with all his troops from Lam- 
men, Thus, the Spaniards had re- 
treated at the very moment that an 
extraordinary accident had laid bare a 
whole side of the city for their entrance. 
The noise of the wall, as it fell, only 
inspired them with fresh alarm; for 
they believed that the citizens had 
sallied forth in the darkness to aid the 
advancing flood in the woik of destruc- 
tion. All obstacles being now removed, 
thefleetofBoisot swept by Lammen,and 
entered the city on the morning of the 
8d of October. Leyden was relieved ® 

The quays weie hned with the 
famishing population, as the fleet 
roivod through the canals, every human 
being who could stand coming forth 
to greet the preseiwers of the city 
Bread was thrown from every vessel 
among the crowd. The poor creatui es 
who for two months had tasted no 
wholesome human food, and who had 
literally been living within the jaws 
of death, snatched eagerly the blessed 
gift, at last too liboially bestowed. 
Many choked themselves to death, in 
the greedmesB with whioh they de- 
voured their bread; otbeis became ill 
with the effects of plenty thus sud- 
denly succeeding stai ration; — but 
these i^re isolated eases, a repetition 
of which was prevented. The Admiral, 
stepping ashore, was welcomed by the 
magistracy, and a solemn procession 
was immei&tely formed. Magistrates 
andcitizens, wild Zealanders, emaciated 
burgher guards, sailors, soldiers, wo- 
men, children, — nearly evecy living 

1 Jan Fiuytlers. Bor, vfl BSd Hoofd, 
ix. 865. 

■ Ibid Ibid , Tii. 580. Hoofd, tlotersn, 
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person within the walla, all repaired 
without delay to the great church, 
stout Admiiiil Boisot lea^ng the way. 
The starving and heroic city, which 
had been so firm in its resistance to an 
earthly king, now bent itself in hnmlfle 
gratitude before the King of kings. 
After piayers, the whole vast congre- 
gation joinedin the thanksgiving hymn. 
ThoiiStinds of voices raised the song, 
but few "were able to carry it to its 
conclusion, for the universid emotion, 
deepened by the music, became too full 
for utterance. The hymn was abruptly 
suspended, while the multitude wept 
like childien. This scene of honest 
pathos terminated, the necessary mea- 
Biires for distnbqting the food and for 
relieving the sick weie taken by the 
magistracy. A note despatched to the 
Prince of Orange wds received by him 
at two o'clock, as be. sat in chinch at 
Delft. It was of a somewhat different 
puiport from that of the letter which 
he had received early in the same day 
from Boisot — the letter in which the 
admiral had infomed him that the 
siioeess of the enterprise d^iendcd, 
after all, upon the desperate, assault 
upon a nearly impregnable fort The 
joy of the Prince may be easily ima- 
gined, and so soon as the sermon was 
concluded, he handed the letter just 
received to the minister, to be read to 
the congi egtition Thus, all partici- 
pated in hjs joy, and muted with bim 
in thanksgiving ■* 

The next day, notwithstanding the 
urgent eutieaties of his friends, who 
were anxious lest liis life should be en- 
dangered by breathing, in his scarcely 
convalescent state, the air of the city 
where so many thousands had been 
dj-ing of the pestilence, the Prince 
repaired to Leyden. He, at least, bad 
never doubted bis own or his country’s 
foititude. They could, therefore, most 
sincerely congratulate each other, now 
that riie victory had boon achieved, 
“ If we are doomed to perish," he had 
said a little before the commencement 
of the siege,* "in the name of God, he 

' JanFraytiers. Hoofd, Ix. 888. Bor,vil. 
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H tot At any rate^ we shall have the 
honour to have done what no nation 
ever did before us, that of haring 
defended aud maiutaiued ourselves, 
unaided, iu so small a country, against 
the tremendous efforts of such power* 
ful enemies. So long as the poor 
inhabitants here, though deserted 
all the world, hold iiim, it will still 
cost the Spmiiards the half of Spain, 
in money and in men, before they can 
make an end of us " 

The termination of the terrible 
of Leyden m as a convincing proof to j 
tiHe Spaniards that they had not yet 
made an end of the Hollanders. It , 
furnished, also, a sufficient presump- 
tion ^lat, until they had made an end 
of them, even unto the List Hollander, 
there would never be an end of the 
struggle in which they were engaged. 
It was a slender consolation to the 
(jfovemor-General, that his troops had 
been vanquished, not by the enemy, 
but by the ocean. An enemy whom 
the ocean obeyed with such docility 
might well be deemed invincible by 
man. In the heod-quaitcis of Taldez, 
at Leyderdorp. many plans of Leyden 
and the neigiiboprhood were found 
lying in confusion about the room. 
Upon the table was a hurried farewell 
of that General to the scenes ol his 
discomfiture, writiien in a Latm worthy 
of Juan Vargas: ^'Vale civitaa, vale to 
castelli parvi, qui rehoti estis propter 
aquam et non per vim luimicorum * ** 

1 Bor, vu. 690 Uctcrcn, v 05. Iloofd, 
be. 883. Mendoza, xii 26o —The best aiitliO' 
xiiy, after FruTtiers, for the liistory of tins 
memorable siege, is Bor, who was living at 
Utrecht at tlie tune. He afterwords, m 
wnting his Chronicle, used the account 
drawn up by Jan Fiuytiera iVom informa- 
tion and documents furnished by the ma^ns- 
trates and many pei'One present at the 
sicgo. Borhadjuso cij joyed ilcquent cum- 
munications with the bcigiieur do N(»rdt' 
wyck, Commandant of the city during the 
siege; withHirkdeMontfort,atwhosohouse 
the Piince of Ontnge lodged on the 4tli of 
October, and with other individualB Ho 
had read m the ongiuol every letter which 
lie quotes in Ms history Ho cites, also^ 
with amusing gravity, a vanotv of acrostic, 
snagrams, and other poetical ofiusiou<i, won- 
dofbl specimens nil, of the uncouth gam- 
boll by which the poets of that day and 
were m the habit ^ exhibiting 
Uielr enthusiasm Among other produc- 
of the muse e! ed by the triumphant 


In his precipitate retreat before the 
advancing rebels, the Commander had 
but just found time for this elegant 
effusion, and for his parting instruc* 
tions to Colonel Borgia, that the fortress 
of Lammen was to be forthwith aban- 
doned. These haviz^J^ been reduced 
to writing, Valdez had fled so speedily 
as to give rise to much censme and 
more scandal. He was even acen cd 
of having been bribed by the Ibd- 
lauders to desert his post, a talc uliuh 
many repeated, and a few bchevei 
On 4th of October, the day fulloi?* 
ing that on which the rehef of the city 
was effected, the wind shifted to the 
uoith-east, and again blew a tempe^!: 
It was as if the waters, haiing mav 
done their work, had been roUtd 
back to the ocean by an Omniput nt 
hand; for in the course of a few 
I the land was bare again, and tLe 
woik of leconstructing the dyke* 

I commenced,^ 

After a brief interval of repoae, 
Leydeu had regaiuod its foimor 
Bilion. The Prince, with advice of 
I the estates, had ginnted tbo city, n'i 
I a renaid for its suffering-*, a ten da}a’ 
annual fair, without tolls or taxes, ^ 
and, as a further manifestation of the 
giatitude entertained by the people of 
Holland and Zealand for the heroi-sin 
of the citizens, it was resolved thit 
an academy or university shouM he 
forthwith established within then 
walls* The University of Leyden, 
termination to the siege, be alludes imiu 
emotion ti> a poem which he hopcil was 
soon to SCO the light, Xlus was an Ode on 
the Siege of Z/eyden, *'m six himdi&l aiid 
eleven stanzas, of eight lines each ” — winch 
the suffering reader was at liberty “ to suig 
or to read/’ as best suited him. To smg six 
hundred and elovoxi stanzas, ciudit Imci 
each, of a Dutch poem, one would tnink 
abnoist as formidiible a doom as to oiidnio 
the horrors of the siege which it cdtbiatc'L 
•—Bor, vn SCI Don Bemaidlno de Mou- 
doza is the chief Spanish authority Com- 
pare Bentivogho, lib. vm ISl-ljG, and Cab* 
rero. Hist Don FiUpo Sesundo, lib x cap. 
zviL ziz. XXI. Tlie last histoirian sees no* 
thing worthy of admiration or respect in the 
(xmduct of the Hollanders ; and ho is in- 
censed with Gorommo Frnuchi for haviug 
wasted nearly the whole of one bwk on an 
account of the memorable reliet 

* Bor, vu. 501. 

* Ibid., nil. 508 Metereo, ▼. fiC. 



aftemards so iUtLstriooB, vroa tliue a grand procesaion was formed, n 
founded in the very darkest period was preceded by a military escort, 
of the coimtiy’s straggle. _ consisting of the hui;^her militia and 

The nniversity was endowed with a the five companies of infantry station- 
handsome revenue, principally derived ed in the city. Then came, drawn 
from the ancient abbey of Egmont,*^ In four horses, a qilendid triumphni 
and was prov^ed with a number of chariot, on which sat a female ii^ra, 
professors, selected for their genius, arrayed in snow-white garments. This 
learning, and piety, among all the most was the Holy Gospel. She was attend- 
distinguished scholars of the Nether- edbythoFoui-Hrangelisls, who walked 
lands. The document by which tho on foot at each side of her chariot, 
institution was founded was certainly Next followed Justice, with sword 
a masterpiece of ponderous irony, for, and scales, mounted, blindfold, upon 
as the fiction of the King's sovereignty aunicom; while those learned doctor^ 
was still mamtaiued, Philip was giavely Julian, Papinian, Ulpian, and Tribo- 
made to establish the univcisity, as a nian, rode on either side, attended by 
rewaid to Leyden for rebellion to him- two lackeys and four men-at-arms. 
Bdf. " Considering,” said this wonder- After these came Medicine, on horse- 
fnl charter,^" that dnring these present hack, holding in one hand a treatise 
wearisome wars within our provinces on the healing art, in the other a gar- 
of Holland and Zealand, all good in- land of drugs. The curative goddess 
structiou of youth in the scienoos rode between the four eminent physi- 
and liberal aits is likely to come cians, hlippocrates, Galen, HioscoriJes, 

into entire obhvion Consider- and Theopiirastus, and was attended 

ing the difference of reZijpoa-— consider- by two footmen and four pike-bearejs. 
ing that we are inclined to gratify Last of the allegoncal personages came 
our city of Leyden, with its hurghers, Minerva, prancing in complete steel, 
on account of the heavy burthens sus- with lance in rest, and bearing her 
tained by them during this war with Medusa shield. Aristotle and Plato, 
such faithfulness — -we have resolved, Cicero and Virgil, all on horseback, 
after rijgcly deliberating with our dear with attendants m antique armour at 
eounn, William, Prince of Orange, their hack, suiToundod the daughter 
stadholder, to erect a free public of Jupiter, while the city hand, dis- 
school and umversity,” etc , etc , etc. coursing eloquent music from hautboy 
So ran the document establiehiug this and viol, cauie upon the heels of the 
famous academy, all needful icgula- allegory. Then followed the mace- 
tioiis for the government .md ijohce bo-irers and other offioi.ils, escoiting 
of the institution being entrusted by the orator of the day, tlie newly ap- 
Philip to his "above-mentioned dear pointed professors and doctora, the 
cousin of Orange.” magistrates and dignitaries, and the 

'' The university having been found- body of the citizens generally com 
ed, endowed, and supplied with its pleting the procession, 
teachera, it was solemnly consecrated Marsh-alled in this order, through 
in the following winter, and it is tiiumphal arches, and over a pavement 
agreeable to contemplate this scene strewed with flowers, the procession 
of harmless pedantry, interposed, as moved slowly up and down the different 
^ it was, between the acts of the longest streets, and along the quiet cauala of 
end dreariest tragedy of modem time, the city. As it reached the Nuns’ 
On the 6th of February 1676, the Budge, a barge of tiiiimph,goi;geously 
city of Leyden, so lately the victim decomted, came floating slowly down 
f famine and pestilence, had crowned the sluggish llhine. Upon its deck^ 
- itself with flowers. At seven in the under a canopy enwreathed with 
morning, after a solemn religious cele- laurels and oranges, and adorned wiUs 
i bration in the Church of St Peter,® tapestry, sat Apollo, attended by the 

* Bor, viiL 603. ' umvciaity was established. In Bor, vffi. 6Mt 
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Kine Huses^ all In dassical cootume, the recitation of an elegnit Latin 
at the helm stood I7eptuno nith his popm This classical ceremonT’ 
trident The hlusoB executed some mmated, the hole procession inarched 
beautifol concerted peccs, Apollo together to the cloister of SijitBir 
twanged his lute H^iVing reached the bnia, the place prepared for the nevr 
landing plac^ tins deputation from univerBity, where thev hbtened to a-’ 
Pamaesus stepped on shore, and stood i eloquent oration by me Rev Casp-i? 
a^^altmg the arrival oi the proces-aion Koll as, after which they partook ot a 
Each professor, as ho advanced, was znagnilicent banquet AVith this ne- 
gravely embraced and ki8<ied b} Apollo moiable feapt, m the place ^ h ‘'fa 
and all the Kine liu ea in tuni, v,\ o mine had so Ii'i-ly il the cue 
greeted their oirnal be'^idea with I momed weie concluded.^ 
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The Council of Troubles, or, as it 
will bo for evei denomimted in Instoiy, 
ibe Council of Blood, still existed, ^ 
tliough tbe Qiand Comni'inder, upon 
lus amyal in the NctbeiUnds, had ad 
Msed bis sovereign to con'-"nt to the 
immediato abolition of so odious an 
institution * Phihp, accepting the ad 
VICO of bis governor and liis cabinet, 
had accordingly authoi sed him, by a 
letter of tbe 10th of tiaich 1574, to 
take that step if he continued to be 
lieve it advisable ‘ 

Bequosens bad made use of this per- 
mission to extort money from the 
obedient portion of the provinces An 
assembly of deputies was held at Brus 
sels on the 7th of Juno, 1671, and 
there was a tedious interchange of pro- 


tocols, reports, and reipon trances^ 
The estates, not satisfied with the ir 
tinction of a tiibimal which hid at hit 
worn it elf out by its own Milcaee 
and hal become inaotiie thioUoli hc'^ 
OI victims, uiSisted on greater eoncei 
Bioiis They demanded the depaituie 
of the Spanish tioops, the estabbsh 
raeiit of a council of Netbeilanders m 
Spam for Netlierland affaus the lo 
stoiation to offices, m the pro meoa, of 
natives and natives only,'' foi 'hciJ 
draw ers of documents thought it i 
Bible, at that epoch, to recoa er b\ (I 
antiy what their hrethem of H ill iiid 
and Zealand weie mamtainmg with the 
sword It was not the moment for 
historical disquisition, citations from 
Solomon, nor chopping of logic, yet 


' Bor, vui 604 , 695 ‘ 

• IiettredoHoquoatneftHiilirnoII Deo. 
^ RO, 1073 , apud G ichard, etc , i 4 


s Gachard, Noio^ eto , S4, S6. 
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with Buoh lucutirationB ware reaxoa oi to he left imtouoKod — the authority 
paper filled, and days and weeka oocu- of the King, and the question of reli- 
pied.'- The result ws8 what might gion.^ Noffiing could be more pre- 
have been e^qieotei The Qnmd Com- posteroue than to oommenra a nego- 
mandor obtained but little money j the tiation from which the two importot 
estates obtained none of th^ de- points were thus carefully elinunated. 
mauds; and tjje Blood Council re- The King's authority and the question 
mained, as it were, suspended in mid- of religion covered the_ whole ground 
air. It continued to transact bueinoss upon xvhioh the Spaniant and the 
at intervals during the administration Hollanders had been battling for m 
of Bequesens,® and at last, idter nine years, and wei-e destined to bottle foi 
years of existence, was destroyed by three-quarters of a century longer, 
the violent imprisonment of the Coun- Yet, :dthough other afiaii's might ha 
oil of State at Brusaels, This esent, discussed, those two points were to be 
however, belongs to a subsequent page reserved for the more conclusive arhi- 
of tTiis history. tration of gunpowder. The result of 

Koircarmes had argued, from the negoiaationa upon euoh a basis was 
tenor of Saint Aldegonde's iettens, e.asily to be foreseen. Breath, HsiB, 
that the Prince would bo ready to and paper were profusely wast^ and 
accept bis pardon upon almost any nothing gained. The Pnnee assured 
tcims.^ Koircarmes was now dead,'* lii8fi'iend,aa he had done secret agents 
hut Saint Aldegcnde still remained in previously sent to him, that he wao 
prison, very anxious for his release, himself ready to leave the land, if by 
and as well disposed as ever to render so domg he could confer upon it the 
services in any seciet negotiation. It blessing of peace hut that ail hopes 
will he recollected that, ^ the utpitu- of reaching a reasonable conclusion 
latioD of Uliddeibuig, it had been dis- from the premises established was 
tinotly stipulated by the Prince that futile. The envoy treated also with 
Colonel Kondragon should at once the estates, and received from them 
effect the liberation of Saint Aide- in return an elaborate report, which 
gondo, with certain other prisoners, or was addressed immediately to the 
Hmself return into confinement. He King.’ The style of this paper was 
hod dona neither the one nor the hold and blunt, its substance bitter 
other. The patriots etiU languished and indigestible. It informed Philip 
in prison, some of them being sub- what he had heard often enough be- 
jected to exceedinglyhoish treatment, lore, that the Sp-uiiords must go and 
but Mondiagon, although repeatedly the exiles come back, the Inquisition 
summoned, as an officer and a gentle- be abolished and the ancient privileges 
man, by the Prince, to return to cap- j restoied, the Boman Catholic religion 
livity, hod been forbidden by the * renoimce its aupremacy, and the Be- 
^ Grand Commajider to redeem his ! formed religion receive permisaion to 
pledge.’ exist immolestod, before he could call 

Saint Aldegonde was now released hunself master of that little hook of 
from prison upon parole, and de- ' sand in the Noi-th Sea. With this 
spatehed on a seciet mission to the < wper, which was entrusted to Saint 
Prince 'and estates’ As before, he j Aldegonde, by him to he dehveredto 
^ was instructed that two points were I the Grand Commander, “who was, after 
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reading it, to forward it to its deBtina> | 
tion, Sie negotiator returned to his 
prison.^ Thence he did not emerge 
again till the courae of eventa relensed 
, Mm, upon the 15th of October 1574.’ 

This report was far from agreeable 
to the Goyeinor, and it became the 
object of a fresh correspondence be- 
tween his confidential agent, Cham- 
pagny, and the learned and astute 
JimiuB de Jonge, representative of the 
Prince of Orange and Goveznor of 
Veere.* The communication of De 
Jonge consisted of a brief note and a 
long discourse. The note was sharp 
and stinging, the discourse elaborate 
and somewhat pedantic, Unneces- 
sarily historical and unmercifully ex- 
tended, it was yet bold, bitter, and 
eloquent. The presence of foreigners 
1 was proved to have bean, fram the 

I beginning of Philip's reign, the curse 

I of the country. Doctor Sounius, with 
^ his batch of bishops, had sowed the 
I seed of the first disorder. A prince, 
ruling in the Netherlands, had no 
right to turn a deaf ear to the peti- 
tions of his subjects. If he did so, 
the Hollanders would tell him, as the 
old woman had told the Emperor 
Adrian, that the potentate who hod 
no time to attend to the interests of 
his subjects bad not leisure enough 
to be a sovereigu. While Holland 
refused to bow its neck to the Inqui- 
sition, the King of Spam dreaded the 
I thunder and ligh tnin g of the Pope. 

I The HoUanders would, wfth pleasure, 
emancipate Philip from his own thral- 
’ dom, but it was absurd that he, who 
j was himself a slave to another poten- 
1 tate, should affect unlimited control 
, over a free people. It was Philip’s 
, councillors, not the Hollanders, who 
'' were his real enemies; for it was 
I' they who held him in the subjection 
I by which his power was neutralised 
,i and his crown degraded ‘ 

|j It may be supposed that many long 

1 , 1 See the “Vertoomng” in Bor, vu 535, 

] ^ Gochord, GuiUaume le Tadt., ill 101. 

Bor, vU. 

• See the Correspondence In Bor, vil 635, 
the discoursejof Junius in Bor, vfh 


pages, conceived in this spirit and 
expressed with great vigour, would 
hardly smooth the way for the more 
officii negotiations which were soon 
to take place, yet Doctor Junius fairly 
and faithfully represented the senti- 
ment of his nation, 4 

Towards the dose of the year, Doc- 
tor Elbertus Leoninus, piufessor of 
Louvain, together with Hugo Bonte, 
ex-pensionary of Middelburg, was com- 
missioned by the Giand Commander 
to treat secretly with the Piince.® He 
was, however, not found very tractable 
when the commissioners opened tlio 
subject of his own paidon and rcoon- 
ciluition with the King, and he abso- 
lutely refused to treat at all except 
with the co-operation of the estates ^ 
He, moreover, objected to the use of 
the woid "pardon" on the groiiiirt 
that he had never done anj'tiuiig le- 
qmrmg his klajesty’s forgiveness. If 
adveisity should visit him, he cared 
but little for it; be bad lived long 
enough, be said, and should die with 
some glory, regretting the disonleia 
and oppressions which had taken place, 
but conscious that it had not been in 
his power to remedy them. When 
roiniiided by the commissioners of the 
ICmg’s power, he replied that he knew 
his Majesty to be very mighty, but 
that there was a King more powerful 
still — even God the Creator, who, as 
he humbly hoped, was upon his side.^ 

At a subsequent intendew with 
Hugo Bonte, the Prince declared it 
almost impossible for himself or the 
estates to hold any formal conimiini- 
ration with the .Spanish government, 
as such communications were not safe 
No trust could be reposed either in 
safe conducts or hostages. Faith had 
been too often broken by tho admin s- 
tration. The promise made “by tlie 
Duchess of Parma to the nobles, and 
afterwards violated, the recent ticicii- 
ery ol Mondragon, tho return of tliiie 

■ Tbe letters and documents conccinmg 
tins secret ncgsrtiation aio publi>,1rd in 
Gacbnrd, Guillaume le Tacit , ni. 403-130. 
See nlso Bor, vu. 585 

* Bco tho account by Bonte, in G.achard. 
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exchanged prisoners from the Hegue, 
who died next day of poison adminis* 
tered before their release^ the frequent 
attempts upon his own life — all such 
constantly recurring crimes made it 
doubtful, in the opinion of the Prince, 
whether it wotf d be possible to find 
oommissionerB to treat with his Ma- 
jesty’s government. All would fear 
assassination, afterwairis to be dis- 
avowed by the King and pardoned by 
the Fope.^ After much conversation 
in this vein, the Prince gave the 
Spanish agents warning that he might 
eventually be obliged to seek the pio- 
tection of some foreign power for the 
provinces. In this connexion he made 
use of the memorable metaphor, so 
often repeated afterwards, that *'the 
country was a beautiful damsel, who 
certainly did not lack suitors able and 
willing to accept her and defend her 
aminst the world.” ^ As to the matter 
of religion, he said he was willing to 
leave it to be settled by the esiates- 
generalj but doubted whether any- 
thing short of entire liberty of worship 
would ever satisfy the people.^ 

Subsequently there were held other 
conferences, between riie Pnnee and 
Doctor Leoninus, with a similar result, 
all attempts proving fruitless to induce 
him to abandon his position upon the 
subject of religion, or to accept a par- 
don on any terms save the departure 
of the foreign troops, the assembling 
of the estates-general, and entire free- 
dom of religion. Even if he were 
willing to concede the religious ques- 
tion himself, he observed that it was 
idle to hope either from the estates or 
people a hond’s-breadth of concession 

See the account by Bonto, in Gacbard. 
•— CoiTCspondance de Guillaume lo Tacit , m. 
883 , 
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iT. F. Van Gappollo Bijdrogen tot do Gee 
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as law professor at Loufam, which city 
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upon that point. Leoninus wss sub* 
sequently admitted to a secret con- 
ference with the estates of Holland^ 
where his representations were firmly 
met by the same arguments as those 
already used by the Prince.^ 

These proceedmgs on the part of 
Saint Aldegonde, Champagny, Junius, 
and Elbei'tus Leoninus, extended 
through the whole summer and 
autumn of 1574, and were not teimi- 
nated imtil January of the following 
year. 

Changes fast becoming necessary in 
the internal government of the pro- 
vinces, were also undertaken during 
this year. Hitherto the Prince hod 
exercised his power under the conve- 
nient fiction of the King’s authority, 
systematically conducting the rebellion 
in the name of hia Majesty, and as his 
Majesty^s stadholder. By this process 
an immense power was lodged in his 
hands ; nothing leas, indeed, than the 
supreme executive and legislative func- 
tions of the land; while, since the re> 
volt had become, as it were, perpetual, 
ample but anomalous functions had 
been additionally thrust upon him by 
the esiatos and by Hie general voice of 
the people. 

The two provinces, even while de- 
prived of Harlem and Amsterdam, now 
lazsod two hundred and ten thousand 
florins monthly,® whereas Alva had 
never been able to exti act from Hol- 
land more than two hundred and 
seventy-one thousand floiins yearly. 
They paid all mther than pay a tenth. 
In consequence of this liberality, the 
cities insensibly acquired a greater in- 
fluence in the government. The corn- 

lived mold than fifty-two yoors. The lady, 
howoTor, Bccms not to liavo pined away 
after the tcmiination of this wedlock of 
moi'o than half a century ; for she survived 
her liusband Vivrty-nx ytars The biographer 
shrewdly BUB]iects, thcrclorc, that she must 
have been a '* very pontiff tnua tthen vta$ 
Momid '* Dit tneiBje moct nog seer long 
zgn goweost, toen Leoninus zich met haai 
ui hot huwclijk begaf V. d. CappoHe, 9S, 
note 8. Ho was born nt Bommel, m 1519 ot 
1520, and died in 1598^ full of years ond 
lionoura Ilia public services, on varioua 
impoitant occasions, will be often alluded 
to in Bubsoquont pages 
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inp contest between the centrifugal 
Bii^cratic principle, represented by 
these oorpoiations, and the central 
popular authority of the stodholder, 
was already foreshadowed, but at first 
the estates weie in perfect harmony 
with the Prinoa They even wged 
upon him more power then he desired, 
and declined functions w hich he wished 
them to exorcise. On the 7th of Sep- 
tember 1673, it had been formally pro- 
posed by the general council to confer 
a regular and uiihmited dictatorship 
upon him,* but in the course of a year 
from that time the cities had begun 
to feel their increasing importance.^ 
Moreover, while growing more ambi- 
tious, they became less hberal. 

The Fi-ince, dissatisfied with the 
conduct of the cities, brought the 
whole subject before on assembly of the 
estates of Holland on the 20th October 
1574. He stated the mconveniences 
produced by the anomalous condition 
of the government. He complained 
that the common people had often 
fallen into the error, that the money 
raised for public purposes had been 
levied for hia benefit only, and that 
they had, therefore, been less willing 
to contribute to the taxes. As the 
onlyremedyfui these evils, he tendered 
his resignation of ail the ijowera with 
which he was clothed, so that the 
eatates might then take the govern- 
ment, which they coidd exercise with- 
out conflict or coutioL For himself, 
he had never desiied power, except as 
a means of being useful to his country, 
and he did not offer his resigu.ation 
from unwiUingness to stand by the 
cause, but from a hearty desire to save 
it from disputes among its fi lends. 
He was ready, now as ever, to shed the 
last drop of Ms blood to niaiubun the 
freedom of the land.^ 

This straightforward language pro- 
duced an mstantaneons effect, The 
estates knew that they were dealing 
with a man whose hie was governed 


by lofty principles, and they felt that 
they were in danger of losing him 
through their own selfishness and low 
ambition. They were emharrassM, 
for they did not like to relinquish the 
authority which they had begun to 
relish, nor to accept t]|s resignation of 
a man who was mdispensable. They 
felt that to give up IViUiam of Oraiifre 
at that time was to accept the Spanish 
yoke for ever. At an assembly held at 
Delft on the 12th of Hovember 1514, 
they accordingly requested him “to 
continue in lus blessed government, 
with tile council established near 
him,” * and for this end they formally 
ofiered to him, “under the name of 
Governor or Regent,” absolute power, 
authority, and soveicign commaial. 
In particular, they conferred on him 
the entire control of all the ships ui 
war, hitherto reserved to the diiiercnt 
cities, together with the right to dis- 
pose of all prizes and all monies raUed 
for the support of fleets. They gave 
him also unlimited power over the do- 
mains ; they agreed that all magistra- 
cies, militia bands, guilds, and com- 
munities should make solemn oath to 
ooiitiibute taxes, and to looeive garri- 
sons, exactly as the Prince, i\i*!i hia 
council, should ordain ; but they mads 
it a condition that the estates aliould 
be convened and consulted upon re- 
quests, impositions, and upon all 
Ganges in the governing body. It 
was also stipulated that the judges of 
the supreme couit and of the ex- 
chequer, with other high officers, 
should be appointed by and with the 
consent of the estates.** 

The Prince expressed himself will- 
ing to accept the government upon 
these tei-ms. He, however, demanded 
an allowance of forty-five thousand 
florins monthly for the army eipenses 
and other current outlays.'’ Here, 
hoivever, the estates refused their 
consent. In a mercantile spirit, un- 
worthy the occasion and the roan 
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'i Rrilih vhom they were dealing, they 
mdeayouied to chaffer where they 
ehould have been only too willing- to 
comply, and they attempted to reduce 
the reaeonable demand ot the Fiince 
to thirty thousand floiina^ The Prince, 
who had poured j)ut his own wealth so 
lavishly in the cause — ^who, together 
with his brothers, particulaily the 
generous John of Nassau, had contri- 
_ buted all which they could raise by 
' mortgage, sales of jewellery and furni- 
ture, and by extensive loans, subject- 
ing themselves to constant emharrass- 
ment, and almost to penury — felt him- 
self outraged by the paltriness of this 
conduct. Ho expressed his indigna- 
tion, and denounced the niggarfUmess 
of ^e estates m the strongest lan- 
guage, and declared that he would 
lather leave the country for ever, with 
the maintenance of hia own honour, 
than accept the government upon such 
disgraceful terms,^ The estates, dis- 
turbed by his vehemence, and struck 
ivith its justice, instantly, and vithout 
further deliberation, consented to hia 
demand. They granted the forty-five 
thousand fionns monthly, and the 
Pnuce assumed the government, thus 
remodelled.' 

During the autumn and early winter 
ot the year 1574, the Emperor M-axi- 
mihan had been actively exeiting him- 
self to bung about a pacification of 
the Netheil.'uds. He was certainly 
since] e, for an c:.cellent reason “ The 
Emperor maintains,” 8<ud Saint Goal d, 
French ambassador at Jladiid, “that 
if peace is not made with the Beggars, 
the Empire will depart from Uie house 
of Austria, and that such is the deter- 
mination of the electors.”' On the 
other hand, if Philip wore not weary 
of the war, at any rato his means for 
carryinjf it on were dimiiii.shiiig daily. 
Requesens could raise no money in the 
Ne&erlands ; ' his secretary wrote to 
Spain, that the exchequer was at its 
la^ gasp, and the cabmet of Madrid 
was at its wits* end, and almost in- 
1 Besol. Holl , Nov 25. 1674. bL 207, 208. 
a Ibid., Nov. 26, 1674, bl 50S 
s They made the offer of thirty thousand 
In the morning, and granted the whole de- 
mimd in the afternoon of the mth Nov,— 
Bcsol noil, Nov. 25, 1674, bl. 158-20S. 


capable of raising ways and means. 
The peace party was obtaining the 
upper hand — the fierce policy of Alva 
regarded with mcrcasing disfavour, 
“ The people here,” wrote Smut Goaij 
from Madrid, “are completely despet 
rate, whatever pains they tiike to put 
a good face on the matter. They de- 
sire most earnestly to treat, without 
losmg their character,” It seemed, 
nereitheless, impassible for Philip to 
bond his neck. The hope of weaiing 
the imperial crown had alone made his 
bigotry feasible. To less potent in- 
fluences it was adamant; and even 
now, with an impoverished exchequer, 
and aftci sev en years of unsuccessful 
warfare, his purpose was not less rigid 
than at fli-st. “The Hollanders de- 
mand liberty of conscience," said 
Saint Goard, “to which the Ring 
will never consent, or I am much 
mistaken.” ° 

As for Orange, he was sincerely in 
favour of peace, but not a dishonour- 
able peace, in which should be re- 
normced all the objects of the war. 
He was far fiom sangume on the sub- 
ject, for be read the signs of the times 
and the character of Philip too accu- 
rately to believe much more in the 
success of the present than in that of 
the past effoi-ts of Maximilian. He 
was pleased that his brother-in-law. 
Count Schwaitzburg, had been se- 
li'Cvcd as tho Empcrui's agent in the 
siiair, bus e\.2)rc-sod Ins doubts whether 
much good would come of the proposed 
negotiations. Remembering the many 
baps which in times past had been set 
by Philip and his father, he feared that 
the present transaction might likewise 
prove a snare. “We have not for- 
gotten the words ‘ewig’ and ‘einig’ 
m the tieaty with Landgrave Philip,” 
he wrote ; " at the same fame, we beg 
to assuie his Imperial Majesty that we 
desire nothing moie than a good peace, 
tending to the glory of God, tho service 
of the lung of Spain, and the proEperity 
of his subjects.” ^ 

Kluit, Holl. Staatereg., i. 102. Wsgl 
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Tliia was Iiis knguage to his brother, 
in a letter which was meant to be 
diewn to the Emperor. In another, 
written on the same day, he explained 
himself with more clearness, and 
stated his distrust with more energy. 
There were no Papists left, except a 
few ecclesiastics, he said, so much had 
the number of the Beformei-a been 
augmented, through the singular grace 
of Qod. It was out of the question to 
suppose, therefore, that a measure 
dooming all who were not C.athobcsto 
exile, could be entertained. None 
would change their rdigion, and none 
would consent, voluntarily, to abandon 
for ever their homes, friends, and 
property. "Such a peace,” he said, 
“ would bo poor and pitiable indeed.”* 

These, then, were the sentiments of 
the party now about to negotiate. The 
mediator was anxious for a settlement, 
because the interests of the Imperial 
house required it. The King of Spam 
was desirous of peace, but was unwill- 
ing to concede a hair. The Prince of 
Orange was equally anxious to termi- 
nate the war, but was determined not 
to abandon the objects for which it 
hod been undortalton. A favourable 
result, therefore, seemed haidly pos- 
sible. A whole people claimed the 
hberty to stay at home and practise 
the Protestant religion, while their 
King asserted the right to banish 
them for ever, or to bum them if they 
remained. The parties seemed too far 
apart to he brought together by the 
most elastic compromise. The Prince 
addressed an earnest appeal to the as- 
sembly of Holland, then in session at 
Dort, reminding them that, although 
peace was desirable, it might be more 
dangerous than war, and cnti eating 
tiiem, therefore, to conclude no treaty 
which should be inconsistent with the 
privileges of the country and their duty 
to Qod.* 

It was now resolved that all the 
votes of the assembly should consist 
of five : one for the nobles and large 
cities of Holland, one for the estates 

* Archives et Gorrespondance, v 73, 74. 
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of Zealand, one for the small cities o 
Holland, one for the cities Bommti am. 
Boren, and the fifth for tyilliam of 
Orange.' The Prince thus effectually 
held in his hands three votes; his own; 
that of the small cities, which through 
his means only had Ijpen admitted to 
the assembly; and, thirdly, that of 
Buren,tiie capital of his son’s earldom. 
He thus exercised a conti-ollmg m. 
fiuence over the coming dcliberationa 
The ten commisaionera, who were ap 
pomted by the estates fur the peace 
negotiations, were all liis fnends. 
Among them were Saint Alilegonde, 
Paul Bms, Charles Boisot, and lloctoj 
Jniiius. The plenipotentiaries of the 
Spanish government were Leonmus, 
the Seigneur de Basai'jghein, Comeliua 
Suis, and Arnold Sasbout * 

The proceedings weie opened at 
Breda upon the 3d of March 157.1.' 
The royal commissioners took the iiii 
tiativo, requesting to be informed n hit 
complaints the estates had to make, 
and offering to remove, if possible, all 
grievances which they might be suffer 
ing. The states’ commissioners replied 
that they desired nothing, in the fiiit 
place, but an answer to the petition 
Minch they had already presented to 
tlie King. This was the paper placed 
in the hands of Saint Aldegonde duinig 
the informal negotiations of the pro 
ceding year. An answer was accoid 
ingly given, but couched in such vague 
and general language as to be quite 
without meanmg. The estates then 
demanded a categoiical reply to tlie 
two principal demands in the petitioi , 
namely, the departure of the foreign 
troops and the assembling of the states- 
generaJ. They were asked wh.it they 
understood by foreigners and by the 
assembly of states-geneial. They re- 
plied that by foreigners they meant 
those who were not natives, and par- 
ticularly the Spaniards. By the 
estates-general they meant the same 
body before which, in 1655, Chailei 
had resigned his sovereignty to Philip. 
The royal commissioners made an ex- 

» Besol. Hell , Fob 6, 0, 7, 1675, bl 47, 61 
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% tremely unsatisfactory answer, con- 
dudmg with a request that aU cities, 
forti'Qsses, and castles, then in ihs 
power of the estates, together with all 
their artillery and Tessels of war, 
should he dehvered to the Sing. The 
Boman Catkolic^worship, it was also 
distinctly stated, was to he re-estaV 
lUhed at once e^usively throughout 
the Netherlands ; those of the Beformed 
religion receiving permisaion, far titat 
time onlff, to convert their property 
into cash within a certain time, and to 
depart the country.^ 

Orange and the estates made answer 
on the 21at Maich. It could not he 
called haid, they s^d, to require the 
withdraw al of the Spanish troops, for 
this had been granted in 1550, for less 
imperious leasons. The estates had, 
indeed, themselves made use of f oi oign* 
ers, but those foreigners had nev^ 
been allowed to participate in the 
government. With regard to the as- 
eemhly of the states^eneral, that body 
had always enjoyed the right of advis* 
ing with the Sovereign on the condition 
of the country, and on general measures 
of government. Now it was only 
thought necessary to summon them, in 
order that they might give their com 
sent to the King’s ‘‘requests.** Touch- 
ing the delivery of cities and citadels, 
artillery and ships, tlie proposition was 
pronounced to resemble that made by 
tile wolves to the sheep, in the fable — 
that the dogs should be delivered up, 
as a preliminary to a lasting peace. It 
was unreasonable to request the Hoi- 
landeis to abandon their religion or 
their countty. The reproach of heresy 
was unjust, for they still held to the 
Catholic Apostohe Church, wishing 
only to purify it of its abuses. More- 
over, it was certainly more cruel to 
e^el a 'trhole population tiian to dis^ 
miss three or four thousand Spaniards 
who for seven long years had been eat- 
ing their fill at the expense of the pro- 
vinces. It would be impossible for the 
exhes to dispose of their property, for 
all would, hy the proposed measure, be 

1 Resol HoU., 7, 1575, bl. 121, 122, 
128, 125 Moon 17, 1575, 'll. 158, et seq. 
Bor, viu. 60!^ sqq. Wsgeimer, in. 31, 


sellers, while there would be no pur* 
chOBBTS.* 

The royal plenipotentiaries, making 
answer to tl^ communication upon 
the Ist of April, signified a wiUim* 
ness that the Spanish soldiers shou^ 
deport, if the states would consent to 
disband their own foreign troops. 
They were likewise in favour of as- 
sembling the atates-general, but could 
not permit any change in the religion 
of the country. His Majesty had 
fiwom to maintain the true worship 
at the moment of assuming the sove- 
reignty. The dissenters might, how- 
ever, be allowed a period of six moniha 
in which to leave the land, and eight 
or ten years for the sale of their pro- 
perty. After the heretics had all 
departed, hia Majesty did not doubt 
tiiat tiode and manufactures would 
flouii&h again, along ^7lth the old reli- 
giou. As for tho Spanish Inquisition, 
there was not, and theie TiD\er had 
been, any intention of establishing it 
in the Netherlands.*^ 

No doubt there was something 
specious in this paper. It appeared 
to contain considerable concessions. 
The Prince and estates had claimed 
the depoiture of the Spaniards. It 
was now promised that they should 
depart. They had demanded tiie 
assembling of the btates-generol. It 
was now piomised that they should 
assemble They had denounced the 
Inquisition. It was now averred that 
the Spanish Inquisition was not to be 
^tabhshed. 

Nevertheless, the commissionezs of 
the Prince were not deceived by such 
urtificee. There was no parity between 
the cases of tho Spani^ soldieiy and 
of the troops in service of the estates. 
To assemble the estates-genend was 
idle, if they were to he forbidden the 
settiemont of the great question at 
issue M^'ith regaid to the Spanish 
Inquisition, it matterod little whether 
the slaughter-house were called Spanish 
or Plemish, or simply the Rlood-Cknui- 
oil. It was, however, necesaaiy for 

i Rcflol. Holl , Kaort 21, 1676, Vi, 166. 
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the Btatea’ commisBioners to consuIeT 
their rq)ly very carefully; for the 
royal plenipotentiaries had placed 
thenuelves upon specious grounds. 
It was not enough to feel that the 
King’s government was paltering with 
them; it was likewise necessary for 
the shites’ agents to impress this fact 
upon the people. 

There was a pause in the delibera- 
tions. Meantime, Count Schwartz- 
burg, reluctantly acceptmg the con- 
viction that the leligious question was 
an insurmountable obstacle to a peace, 
left the provinces for Germany.* The 
hist propositions of the government 
plenipotentiaries had been discussed 
m the councils of the various cities,’ 
BO that the reply of the Prince and 
estates was delayed until the let of 
June. They admitted, in this com- 
munication, that the offer to restore 
ancient privileges had an agrecablo 
sound; but regretted that if the n hole 
popidation wei e to be banished, thero 
would bo but few to derive advantage 
from the restoiation. If the King 
would put an end to religious peiso- 
cutiou, he would find as much loyalty 
in the provinces as his forefathera had 
found. It was out of the question, 
they said, for the states to disarm and 
to deliver up their strong places, be- 
fore the Spanish soldiery had retired, 
and before pence had been estabhshed 
It was their wish to leave the question 
of religion, together with all other dis- 
puted matters, to the decision of the 
assembly. Were it possible, in the 
meantime, to devise any eflcctual 
method for restraining hostilities, it 
would gladly be embraced.* 

On the 8th of July, the royal com- 
mis^ouers inquired what guarantee 
the states would be willing to give, 
that the decision of the general as- 
sembly, whatever it might be, should 
bo obeyed. The demand was an- 
swered by another, in which the 
King's agents were questioned as to 
their own guarantees. Hereupon it 


was stated that his Majesty would 
give his word and sign manual, to- , 
gether with the word and signature of 
the Emperor into the bargain. In ei- 
change for these promises, the Prince 
and estates were expected to giro 
their own oaths an<^ seals, together 
with a number of hostages. Over and 
above this, they were requested to 
dehver up the cities of Brill and Enk- 
huizen. Flushing and Ameinuyde* 
The dispaiity of such guarantucs was 
ridiculous. The loyal woul, eieu 
when strengthened by the imiicaU 
promise, and conhimcd by the auto- 
graphs of P hili p and Maximilian, was 
not BO solid a security, in the opinion 
of Ncthcrlandei'S, as to outweigh tmv 
cities in Holland and Zealand, with all 
their population and avealth. To giie 
collaterad pledges and hostages iiivii 
one side, while the King offeied none, 
was to assign a supciiuiity to the loyil 
word over that of the I’l nice and ths 
est.ates w Inch there w as no disposition 
to rccngniso. Moi cover, it was I'cry 
cogently urged that to give up tlio 
cities, was w give as security fur ths 
contract some of the principal con- 
oracling parties.® 

This closed the negotiations. Ths 
provincial plempotentiaiies took tiit.r 
leave by a paper dated 13tb July 
1575, which recapitulated the main 
incidents of the conference They ex- 
pressed their deep regret that his Ma 
jesty should insist so firmly on the 
banishment of the Eeformers, for it 
was unjust to reserve the proi inces tn 
the sole use of a small number of 
Catholics, They lamented that the 
pioposition which had been made, to 
refer the religious question to the 
estates, had neither been loyally ac- 
cepted nor candidly refused. They 
inferred, therefore, that the dbjeot of 
the royal government had been to 
amuse the states, while time w.as thus 
gained for reducing the country into a 
slavery more abject than any which 
had yet existed.* On the other hand, 
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the royal commissioners as solemnly 
averred tnat the whole responsibility 
for Hie failure of the negotiations b^ 
longed to the estates.^ 

It was the general opinion in the 
insurgent provinces that the govern- 
ment had been maincere from the be- 
ginnings and haa neither ejected noi 
desired to conclude a peace« It is 
probable, however^ that Philip was 
sincere, so for as it could be called 
sincerity to be willing to conclude a 
peace, if the provinces would abandon 
the Tnftiu objects of the war.^ AYitii 
his impoverished exchequer, and ruin 
threatening his whole empire, if this 
mortal combat should be coutinued 
many years longer, he could have no 
motive for further bloodshed, provided 
all heretics should consent to abandon 
the country. As usual, however, he 
left his agents in the dark as to his 
real intentions. Even Bequesens was 
as much in doubt as to the Eing*s 
seoset purposes as Margaret of Parma 
had ever been in former times.* More- 
over, the Grand Commander and the 
government bad, after all, made a 
groat mistake m their diplomacy. 
The estates of Brabant, although 
strongly desu’ous that the Span^ 
troops should be witiidrawn, were 
equf^y stanch for the mamtenance of 
the Catiiolic religion, and many of the 
southern provinces entertained the 
same sentiments. Had the Governor, 
therefore, taken the states’ commis- 
sioners at their word, and left the de- 


cision of the religious question to the 
general assembly, he m^ht perhaps 
have found the vote in his favour.* in 
this case, it is certain that the Prince 
of Orange and hla party would have 
been placed in a very awkward poai* 
tion.* 

The internal government of the in- 
surgent provinces had remained upon 
the footing which we have seen estab- 
lished in tiie autumn of 1574, but in 
the course of this summer (1575), how- 
ever, the foundation was laid for the 
union of Holland and Zeadand, under 
the authority of Orange. The selfish 
principle of munici^ aristocracy, 
which had tended to keep asunder 
these various groups of cities, was 
now repressed by the energy of the 
Prince and the strong determination 
of the people. 

In Apru 1575, certain articles of 
union between Holland and Zealand 
were proposed, and six oummissionera 
appointed to draw up an ordinance for 
the government of the two provinces. 
This ordinance was accepted in general 
assembly of both.* It was in twenty 
articlcB. It declared that, during the 
war, the Prince, as sovereign, should 
have absolute power in all matters con- 
cerning the defence of the country. 
He was to appoint military officers, 
high and low, establish and remove 
garrisons, punish offenders against the 
laws of war. He was to regulate the 
expenditure of all money voted by the 
estates. He was to maintain the law. 
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In the King’s name, as Count of Hol- 
land, and to appoint all judicial officers 
ttpdn nominations by the estates. He 
ms, at the usual times, to appoint and 
renesr the magistraclea of the cities, 
according to their constitutions. He 
was to protect the exercise of the 
Hrangelical Reformed religion, and to 
suppress the exercise of the Roman re- 
ligion,^ without permitting, however, 
t^t search should be made into the 
oreed of any person. A deliberative 
and executive council, by which the 
jealousy of the corporaUons liad in- 
tended to hamper his government, did 
not come into more than nominal 
existence.^ 

The articles of union having been 
agi'eed upon, the Prince, desiring an 
unfettered expression of the national 
will, wished the oidmance to be laid 
before the people in their pnmory as- 
semblies. The estates, however, were 
opposed t(x this democratic proceedmg. 
They represented that it had been cus- 
tomary to consult, after the city magis- 
tracies, only the captains of companies 
and the deans of guilds on matteis of 
government. The Prince yielding the 
oint, the captains of companies and 
cans of guilds accordingly alone united 
with the aristocratic boards in ratifying 
the instrument by which his authority 
over the two united piovinoes was 
estahlished. On the 4th of June this 
first union was solemnised.'' 

Upon the 11th of July, the Prince 
fon^y accepted the government.* 
He, however, made an essential change 
in a very important clause of the ord- 
nance. In place of the words, the 
“Roman religion,” he insisted that tlie 
words, “rehgion at variance with the 
Gospel,” ehould be eubstituted in the 
artide by which he was enjoined to 
mohibit the exercise of such icligioiL.* 
This alteration rebuked the bigotry 


which liad already grown out of tlie 
successful resistance to bigotry and 
left the door open for a general reli^oiu 
toleration. 

Early in this year the Prince had 
despatched Saint Aidegonde on a pri- 
vate mission to the Elector Palatine. 
During some of his -fisits to that po 
tentate he hod seen at Heidelberg the 
Pi-incess Charlotte of Bourbon. Th it 
lady was daugliter of the Duo de 
Montpensier, &e most aideiit of the 
Catholic Princes of France, and the 
one who at the conferences of Ri 
yonne had been most indignant at the 
Queen Dowager's hesitation to unite 
heartily with the schemes of Alva and 
Philip for the extermination of the 
Huguenots. His daughter, a woman 
of beauty, intelligence, and virtue, 
forced before the canonical age to hkc 
the religious vows, had been place 1 
in the convent of Jouaiis, of uUicli 
sho had become Abbess. Aln,iji 
secretly inclined to the Rcfoimcd 
religion, she had fled secretly from 
her cloister, m the year of horrors 
1S72, and had found refuge at tie 
court of the Elector Palatine, oftiT 
which step her father refused to re 
ceive her letters, to contribute a f..i 
tUing to her support, or even to tic- 
knowledge her claims upon bim by a 
smgle Ime or message of affection.^ 
Under these circumstances the out- 
cast princess, who had ariived at ycaie 
of maturity, might he considered licr 
own mistress, and she was ncithor 
morally nor legally hound, when her 
hand was sought in maiiiage by the 
great champion of the lleturmatiou, 
to ask the consent of a parent wliu 
loathed her religion and domed her 
existence. The legality of the divorce 
from Anne of Saxony had been settled 
by a full expression of th^ ecclesi- 
astical authority which she most re- 
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apected;^ the facta upon Trhidi the 
^TOTce had been founded having been 
proved heyond peradventure, 

Ifothing, in truth, could well be i 
more unfortunate in its resulta than 
the famous Saxon marriage, the ar- 
rangements for which had occaeioned 
BO much pondsring to Philip, and eo 
much diplomatic correspondence on 
the part of high pereonagea in Gei^ 
many, the N^herlanda, and Spain. 
Certainly, it was of but little con&e- 
quence to what church the unhappy 
Princess belonged, and they must he 
slightly versed in history or in hu- 
man nature who can imagine these 
nuptials to liaie exercised any effect 
upon the religious or polities senti- 
ments of Orange. The Princess was 
of a stormy, ill-regulated nature ; 
almost a lunatic fiom the beginning 
The dislike which succeeded to her 
fantastic fondness for the Prince, as 
well os her general eccentricity, had 
toon become the talk of all the court 
at Brussels. She would pass week 
after week wiUiout emerging from her 
chamber, keeping the shutters closed 
and candles burning, day and mght.^ 
She quarrelled violently with Count- 
ese Egmont for precedence, so that 
the ludicrous contentionB of the two 
ladies in antechambers and doorways 
were the theme and the amueement 
of society.' Her insolence, not only 
in private but in public, towards her 
husband became intolerable. I could 

not do otherwise than bear it with 
sadness and patience,” said the Pnnee, 
with great magnammity, " hoping that 
with age would come improvement.” 


H’everthelees, upon one occasion, at 
a Bupper party, she had used such 
language in the presence of Count 
Horn and .many other nobles, "that 
all wondered wat he could endure 
the ahueiva terms which she applied 
to him."' 

When the clouds gathered about 
him, when ho had become on exile 
and a wanderer, her reproaches and 
her violence increased. The sacriffca 
of their wealth, the mortgages and 
salee which he effected of his estates, 
plate, jewels, and furuitui'e, to raise 
money for the struggling country, 
excited her bitter resentment. She 
sepamted hci'scif from him by de- 
grees, and at last abandoned him al- 
together. Her temper became violent 
to ferocity. She beat her servants 
with her hands and with clubs; she 
threatened the lives of herself, of her 
attendants, of Count John of Hassau, 
with kim ea and daggers, and indulged 
in habitual profanity and blasphemy, 
uttering frightful curses upon ^ 
around. Her original tendency to 
intemperance had so much increased, 
that she was often unable to stand 
on her feet. A bottle of wine, hold- 
ing more than a quart, in the morning, 
and another in the evening, together 
with a pound of sugar, was her usual 
allowance. She addressed letters to 
Alva, complaining that her husband 
had impoveiished himself " in his 
good-foi-notbing Beggar war,” and 
begging the Duke to furuish her with 
a little ready money, and with the 
means of arriving at the possession 
of her dower.* An ilhcit connexion 
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with a oertain John Buhens, an exiled 
magistrate of Antwerp, and father of 
the celebiated paintei, completed the 
h'st of her delinquencies, and justified 
the marriage of the Fi luce with Char- 
lotte de Bourbon.^ It was theiefore 
determmed by the Elector of Saxony 
and the Landgrave William to remove 
her from the custody of the Nassaus 
This took place mth infimte difficulty, 
at the close of the year 1575. Ali eady, 
in 1672, Augustus had pioposed to 
the Ii-uidgrave that she should be 
kept in Eolitaiy confinement, and that 
a minister should preach to her daily 
through the giated apeituie by which 
her food was to be admitted The 
Landgiave remonstiated at so inhu- 
man a pioposition, which was, how 
evei, oairiod into effect. The wretch- 
ed Pnneess, now completely a lunatic, 
was imprisoned in the electcial palace, 
in a chamber wheie the window ■» were 
floaoho Bu abcndtazeidt inehr d in. cm 
h'lUend bekumeu, \yclche:i ir a iinbt o nem 
PAiuit Zii^kou boi loh 7u nemen me tm 
Til oto , etc — il 3 , Diosdcii ire uc 
diet act I 

*‘Dcr 111*111 sicbTOiwoiceit 1 at cmenbuvf , 
GO Gio an den D ic v Ic i.lba c'lncbon ^en 
GoUq z\\ tiagen uud do Ib-st 7U uba- 
Bchigken — -Dcr lunlnlr lobes Unch 
ungeiorlicU ('wmc on, cl is gio sicU bccUgdt 
iiiomuisio Uuic so (, Iirubcl tiactir'-^is 
(.licit so ihr ut dc'^ Kui 1 1 «• i <i Inuug 
gchuidtt*iichtb*iboso'*cniv(4 kn ontwendt 
nnd os xhj emhermzu semem itnnu^ ai Goesen 
Krt^suffAiau<^eH£{i^sUllth tbeu ii dec 
dia dcr, i>uca dcAlba w Uc cor sie schu len 
Bn das Cammci^et icht umu in lu I it d is *>ii« 
Ton Gf Johanns gcfciigkmsr Icdi-j uuni 7 1 
Spier roi reoht gestoUt wei Icn me inch 
das or, dcrion Alb i, irdioncdt^t€^es dwai 
von ffudt und dibci cincii gc&iudicu niit 
mnndliohcr werb mg zubcbigkcn wollo bey 
dcr Biict swci Bogen lank,’ etc — lb d 

1 Acta Dci Tran Pi incessm zuUi amen 
etc — Abscbnften you P Annen, Chcstifl 
tung, etc — Scbickung an Job Q tru Itsss 
Abbolung dci Fnnecssin und toUhehon 
Abgong — MS, Biesd Arch, 1 >75-1579, 
passim Bikbuyzen v d Biinck Hct 
Huwebjk yon W y Oranjc, 153, sqq 

* ** beindb aucb dor endbeben mcinimgi 
wan BIO olbo m geboim yorwabrot und ein 
Predicant verordneb dcr sic tcglich diircdi 
em fenstcrlem do 11 die spe^s und tranck 
genebt werdo irer bogangenen sunde mit 
Vleiaa oimnera Letter of elector Augus- 
tus to liondgrayo Wilb .m, July 9, 1572— > 
3dS , Dread. Arch *‘QaiizjoBtOatonGciBtcs'* 
-~lbid 

* ** Desglelehen, babe icb auch angoord- 

^0^ WTitoa BeereUliy Hans Jeiuts iminc- 


wdlldd up and a email grating let into 
the upper part of the door. Through 
this ^Mcket came her food, as well is 
the words of the holy man appoiut*>d 
to pi each daily foi her edification ^ 
Tuo years long she endiued ti is 
tciiiblo punishment, and died iaa(V 
on the ISth of December 1577 Oq 
the following day, she was buiicd m 
the electoral tomb at Meissen, a ^ om 
pouB procession of school childi n, 
cl^igy, magistiates, nobility, and ciU 
zens conducting her to that icst oi 
which she could no longer be cUpii/ed 
by the ciuelty of man nor her oi\u 
Molent tc‘nipci''mcnt * 

So fir, theiofore, as the chaiac‘’er 
of Mademoiselle de Bom bon and the 
legitimacy of her futuie ofiapimg w eic 
concerned, she reccned ample gua 
ruitces. Boi the icst, the Pnnee, m a 
simple letter, infoi med hci that he u is 
ali tidy past his luiine, h v ingieatli ’ 
diitoly after the decease oi the inne 
«das/ die dmchdte Vau>e),uck n 
Me tuior m^t^nau&t \ 1 ic im 1 vbi) 
chen uo ku un I sol d i Bcttnioistcr u t 
UtmtffUHff defsdbt,n Sit be utul Kamnier sielt 
L 1 O beiehl uacb acibilton J 1 (. 
ka m ivb auch untortbinigsb n t r 
biUcn, di«' 1 cine ncuo Ihtir \or soh 0 
Ptubc icchtwoidoii— sondtnn i**!! h t 

tluich lie t tcihinoiudcmolciuX 1.1 lO t r 
e n no uKiiht Loch auspeschnilten unit n 
s ail m e «c> nen Blech cm enges Giltn d"f t 
gemachtdx / miu mSHcnii-, uit den «Scial 

anrh 10 iChliecsen kana L a stchi iuc 1 / 1 

( i (j- Gcfdlcn o\) mw dio ofOiSe Cit-rte 
bande rait dc » \ oilcge n, dam t ’ * 

JhucrevonaussenvfTwaits ucicnisi!) I r n 
Ucibcn lissen, odcr uiedei lus dciii situ 
lus’iauca uiid abfcilcn 1 tbstu wollc abci dio 
f,o^ttoi ^Qr den Icsstom kfitmen » tui i 
dnntkcnswohlbleibon ' Itans Jei it / 1 1 
Obu’’rur‘-tm Anna Acta, Imoriiutnn lib r 
r Aunen, p S Uianicn ioni sen ciuft 
etc, A" 1577 — M3 , Die*»dcn iiJiiie 
* Diet Act — 'I3,Dicsdcn iicbiVb*> 

It can cert uul} bo couMdoicd no m 1 intern 
of the 8ancLit> of aichivcs to miko tlicb 
slouderolluGiouato a talc, the ui'^inlcat iit*-* 
of which ha^o ahealybeen pubLcbtd, m*' 
only by MM G» ocn v Prinstci or sud Bsk 
h i^7cn in Ho 1 iiid, but by the Bio-on Fro 
fes<)or Bottiger, m Germany It impo- 
Bible to undeiatandthocbai ictei andcu«^cr 
of OioDge, and biB iclations with Gci n aii> 
without a complete view of the Suai n n u 
nage The extracts from the *‘gcoinaat c 
lottera ’ of Ji^lector Augustus, bowevo'-, (,ivcn 
in Bbttigerfllist T ischenb 188b, p 169'1'*<3), 
with tboir furious attacks upon the Piiuto 
aad upon Charlotte of Bourbon, seem to ua 
too oiecen^ to be admitted, oyen m n note 
to tbrso pages, and in a foreign langu ige 
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his forty-second year, and that his ment and entreaty, to dissuade the 
fortune was enoumhered not only rrith Prinoe from its completion ; ^ although 
setUements for his children hy previous he aftenvardsyoluntaoily confessed th^ 
marriages, but by debts contracted in the Princess Charlotte had bera deeply 
the cause of his ox^ressed country.* calumniated, and was an inestimable 
A convention of do^rs and bishops treasure to Ms brother.* The French 
of France, sui^moned by the Due de Government made use of the cironm- 
Montpensier, afterwards conBimed the stance to justify itseU in a stiU further 
opinion that the conventual vows of alienation from the cause of the Prince 
the Princess Charlotte had been con- than it had hitherto manifested, but 
fonnable neither to the laws of France this was rather pretence than reality, 
norto the canons of the Trent Council* It was notin the nature of^dungs, 
She was conducted to BrUl by Saint however, that the Baxon and Hessian 
Aldegonde, where she was received by indignation could bo easily allayad. 
her bridegroom, to whom she was The Landgrave was extremely violent. ' 
united on ^e 12th of June. The wed- “ Truly, I cannot imagine,” he wrote 
ding festival was held at Dort with to the Fleeter of Saxony, “ quo contUio 
much revehy and holiday middng, "but that wiseacre of an Aldegonde, and 
without dancing.” * whosoever else has been aiding and 

In this connexion, no doubt the ahettmg, have undertaken this affair, 
Fi-mce consulted his inclination only. Nam id pietatem respicuu, it is to he 
Eminently domestic in his habits, he feared that, considermg she is a French- 
required the relief of companionehip woman, a nuu, and moreover a fugitive 
at home to the exhausting amdrs which nun, about whose chastity there has 
made up his life abroad. For years been considerable questiou, the Prince 
be had never enjoyed social converae, has got out of the frying-pan into the 
except at long Intervale, with man fire. Si formam it is not to be sup 
or woman; it was natuial, therefore, posed that it was her beauty whimi 
that he ahould contract thie momage. charmed him, since, without douht, 
ft was equally natural that he should he must be rather frightened than 
make many enemies hy so impolitic delighted, when he looks upon her, 
a match. The Elector Palatine, who Si ipemprdlis, the Prince has certainly 
was in place of guardian to the bnde, only too many heirs already, and ought 
decidedly disapproved, although he to W'lah that he had neither wife nor 
was suspected of favouimg the alii- childien. Fi a»i eaitatn, it u not to he 
ance.* The Landgrave of Hesse for supposed, nhilo her father expi-esses 
a time was furious, the Elector of himself in such threatening language 
Saxony aheolutely delirioue with rage.® with regal il to her, that there wiU be 
The Diet of the Empire was to be held much curdi.ility of friendship on his 
within a few weeks at Frankfort, where part. Let them look to it, wen, leal 
It was very certain that the outraged it fare with them no better than with 
and influential Elector would make hie the Admiral, at hie Paris wedding ; 
appearance, overflowing w ith anger, for those gentlemen can hardly forgive 
and determined to revenge upon the such mjunes, atae merewrio et ariemco 
cause of the Hetherlaud Berormaison tiMimato." * 

the injhry which he bad personally The Elector of Saxony was frantic 
received. Even the wise, considerate, n ith choler, and almoet ludierons in 
affectionate brother, John of Hassau, tlic vehemence of its expression. Count 
considered the mairiage on act of mad- John was unceasing in his exhortations 
ness. He did what he could, hy mgu- to his brother to lespect tlrs sensHave- 

1 **Kemoire pour le Comte de Hohenlo > Archives ct Corresp, v 22e, Bor, viiL 
iiliant do ia port du Prmce d’Oronga vem Zo C4d. Afetcreu, v. 100. 

Comte J. de Nseeau, I'Electeur Falatiu, ot 4 Archives ct Gorrcspondanco, v, SOO. 

• Ibid ‘ Ibid, V. 203, 2(M. 

* Apologie du FiincodVranra,— Bd. Byi- * Ibid., v.'#l2, SIS. 

Tlus,S7,a8. * \ »Ibld.,v.22T,2!S. » 
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nesB of iheae importamt personageB, in the northern quartei. T)iedrich 
and to remember ho\r mnuh good and Sonoy, governor of that portion of - 
how much evil it was in their power Holland, a man of great bravery but 
to compass, with regard to himself and of extreme ferocity of character, had 
to the great cause of the Protestant discovered an extensive conspiracy 
rehgion. He reminded him, too, that among certain of the inhabitants, iu 
the divorce had not been, and would aid of an approachingf Spanish inva- 
not be considered impregnable as to aion. Bands of land-loupera bad been 
form, and that much discomfort and employed, according to &e intimation 
detr^ent was likely to grow out of which he had received, or affected to 
the whole proceeding, for himself and have received, to set fire to villages 
liis family* The Pnnee, however, was and towns in every direction, to set 
immovable in bis resolution, and from up beacons, and to conduct a senes of 
the whole tone of his correspondence signalaby which the expeditions about 
and deportment it was obvious that his to be organised were to be furthered 
marriage was one rather of inchnation m their objccta* The Govenior, de- 
than of policy. “I can assure you, termiued to shew that the Duke of 
my brother,” he wrote to Count John, Alva could not be more prompt nor 
“ that my character has always tended more terrible than himself, improvised, 
to this — to care neither for words nor of his own authority, a tribunal in imi- 
menaces in any matter where I can act tation of the infamous Blood-Council, 
with a dear conscience, and without Fortunately for the character of the 
doing injury to my neighbour. Truly, country, Sonoy was not a Hollander, 
if I had paid regard to the threats of nor was the jurisdiction of this newly 
princes, I should never have embarked established court allowed to extend 
in so many dangerous affairs, contrary beyond very narrow limits. Eight 
to the will of the King, my master, in vagabonds were, however, arrested 
timet past, and even to the advice of and doomed to tortures the most 
many ui my xelatavea and friends.” ’ tumble, m urdet tn extort from them, 

The evil consequences which had oonfessionB implicating persons oi 
been foreseen were not slow to mani- higher position in the land than them- 
feat themselves. There was much die- selves. Seven, after a few turns of 
cuasion of the Prince’s marriage at the the pulley and the screw, confessed all 
Diet of Frankfort, and there was even which they were expected to confess, 
a proposition formally to declare the and accus^ all whom they were re- 
Cidvinists excluded in Germany from quested to accuse. The eighth was 
the benefits of the Peace of Passau. firmer, and refused to testify to the 
The Archduke Rudolph was soon guilt of certain respectable house- 
atterwards elected King of the Bo- holders, whose names he had, perhaps, 
mans and of Bohemia, although hither- never heard, and against whom there 
to, according to the policy of the Prince was nS> shadow of evidence. He was, 
of Orange, and in the expectation of however, reduced by three hours and 
benefit to the cause of the Reformation a half of sharp torture to confess, 
in Germany and the Hetherlands, there entirely according to their orders, so 
had been a strong disposition to hold that accusations and evidence were 
out hopes to Henry the Third, and to thus obtained against certain Infiiien- 
I excite the fears of Maximilian.’ tial gentlemen of Hie province, whoso 

I 'While these important af&irs, public only crime was a secret adherence to 

) and private, bad been occurring in the the Cathohe Faitii.* 

south of Holland and in Germany, a The eight wretches who had been 
very nefarious transaction had dis- induced by promises of unconditional 
graced the cause of the patriot party pardon upon one hand, and by savage 

*^Boe the letter of Count John to Pnnee of s Bor, vfii. 6S3, sqq. Hoofd, x. 411, 411 
°mSi ^v^™ h' *®®‘**®’ ' Wegenoor, vA 64, et seq. 

||^ » Vide'QroeaT.Priiist,AKhlve«,v.889,8fl«. • Bor, vfll. 628, seq. Hoofd z. 41S 
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torture on the other, to bear &lfle 
witness, were condemned to be burned 
aliv^ and on their way to the stake 
they all retracted the statements 
which had only been extorted from 
them by the rack. Nevertheless, the 
individuals wly> had been thus desig- 
nated were arrested. Charged wito 
plotting a general conflagration of the 
villages and farm-houses, in conjunc- 
tion with an invasion by Hiergea and 
other Papist generals, they ind^antly 
protested th& innocence ; but two of 
them, a certain Kopp Comelissoon, 
and his son, Nanning Koppezoon, 
were selected to undergo the moat 
cruel torture which had yet been 
practised in the Netherlands * Sonoy, 
to his eternal shame, was disposed to 
piove that human ingenuity to iuflict 
human miseiy had not been exhausted 
in the chambers of the Blood-Council, 
for it was to be shewn that lleformeis 
were capable of givmg a lesson even 
to inquisitors in this diabohcal science. 
Nopp, a man advanced m years, was 
tortured during a whole day. On 
the followmg morning he was again 
brought to the rack, but the old man 
was too wetJt; to endure all the agony 
which his tormentors had provided for 
him. Hardly h^ he been placed 
upon the b^ of tortuie than he 
calmly expired, to the great indigna- 
tion of the tribunal.® Tlie devil has 
broken his neck, and carried him off 
to hell,” cried they, ferociously. 
** Nevertheless, that shall not prevent 
him from being hung and quartered.” 
This decree of impotent vengeance 
was accordmgly executed.® The son 
of Kopp, however, Nanning Koppe- 
zoon, was a man m the full vigour of 
his years. He bore with perfect forti- 
tude a series of incredible tortures, 
* 

i Cor, '^du. 62C, seq HoofJ, x. 413, seq. 

9 Ibid., vm. 027, 628. Ibid , x. 413. 

* Hoofd, X. 413 

* Bor (vm. 628) consciontioualy fumiehce 
dK^iims of tbe mocbmei'y by aid of wliicb 
this dcvibsh cruelty was inflititod. The rats 
were sent by the Oovemor himself — Vide 
Letter of the Gommissioners to Sonoy, apud 
Bor, vui 6^0. 641 The whole letter is a 
wonderful m<mument of barbwity. The m- 
GTodible tortures to which tlie boor creatures 
had been subjected nref detoiXod m a busu 
DOBS-hko XDonner, os though the trensao- 


after which, with his body singed 
from head to heel, and his feet aJmost 
entirely flayed, he was left for six 
weeks to crawl about his dungeon on 
his knees. He was then brought 
back to tiie torture-room, and again 
stretched upon tbe rack, while a laige 
earthen vessel, made for the purpose 
was placed, inverted, upon his naked 
body. A number of rats were intro- 
duced imder this cover, and hot coals 
were heaped upon the vessel, -till the 
rats, rendered furious by tiie heat, 
gnawed into the very bowels of the 
victim, m their agony to escape.^ The 
holes thus tom in his bleeding flesh 
were filled with red-hot coals. H 
was afterwards subjected to other t 
tures too foul to relate ; nor was it till ^ 
he had endured ^ this agony, with a 
fortitude which seemed supernatural, | 
that he was at last discovered to be 
human. Scorched, bitten, dislocated 
m every jomt, sleepless, starving, per- 
ishing with thirst, he was at last 
crushed into a false confession by a 
promise of absolute forgivenesa He ad- 
mitted everything which was brought 
to hiB charge, confessing a catalogue 
of contemplated burnings and beacon 
firings of which he had never dreamed, 
and avowing himself m league with 
other desperate Papists, still more 
dangeiouB than himsolf. 

Notwitlistandmg the promises of 
pardon, Nanning was then condemned 
to death. The sentence ordained that 
hiB heart should be tom from his 
Imng bosom, and thrown m his'face, 
after which Lis head was to be taken 
off and exposed on the church steeple 
of his native village. His body was 
then to be cut in four, and a quarter 
fastened upon different towers of tho 
city of Alkmaar, for it was that city, 

tioas were quite regular and laudable. The 
Commissioueis coucludo with, pious wiabea 
for tbe Governor's welfare. "Noble, wise 
Tirtuous, and very diacroot sir,** they ssy 
* * we have wished to apprise you of tbe for 
goiug, and we now pray that God Almighty 
may eptwo you in a happy, healthy, and loag* 
coutmued goyenimcut” It will be seen, 
liowercr, that tbe " wise, virtuous, and very 
di^-ci’oct'* Govcinor, who thus caused his 
fcllow-citizen’s bowds to bo gunwed by rats, 

TV ,18 not ofbwed to remain much loxwcr m _ 
hiS ** happy and heakl^ govemmenti*' 


UVCe ]^m oj" ike Mtodlh ^epubltd. 


tscentl; bo Eamous for its heroio ra- 
gistance to the Spanish army, n'hich 
was now sullied by ail this cold-blooded 
atrooity. When led to execution, the 
victim recanted indignantly the con- 
fessions forced from him by weakness 
of body, and exonerated the persona 
whom he had falsely accused, A esr- 
tam clergyman, named Jurlan Epes- 
zoon, endeavoured by loud praying to 
drown his voice, that the people 
might not rise with indignation, and 
the dying prisoner with hia last breath 
solemnly summoned this unworthy 
pastor of Christ to meet him within 
three days before the judgment-seat 
of God. It is a remarkable and 
authentic fact, that the clergyman 
thus summoned, went home pensively 
from the place of execution, sickened 
immediatdy, and died upon the ap- 
pointed day.^ 

Notwithstanding this solemn re- 
cantation, the persons accused were 
arrested, and in their turn subjected 
to torture, but the affair now reached 
the ears of Orange. His peremptory 
orders, with the flniveisal excitement 
produced in the noighbouihood, at 
last checked the course of the outrage, 
and the accused persons were remanded 
to prison, where they remained till 
liberated by the Pacification of Ghent. 
After their release they commenced 
legal proceedings against Sonoy, with 
a view of establishing their own inno- 
cence, and of bringing the inhuman 
functionary to justice. The process 
languished, however, and was finally 
abandoned, for the poweiful Governor 
had rendered such eimnent service m 
the cause of liberty, that it was thought 
unwise to push him to extremity. It 
is no impeachment upon the character 
of the Prince that these horrible crimes 
were not prevented. It was impos- 
sible for him to be omnipresent. 
Neither is it just to consider the tor- 
tures and death thus infiicted upon 
innocent men an indelible stain upon 
the cause of liberiy. They were the 
oiimea of an individual who had been 


> Bor, vui. 62S, et seq. Bnofd, x 
Wiuosaer, ni. 68. Brandt, Hist Bef ,1 M3. 
rauBHorn, bb MO. 
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useful, but who, like the Count De la 
Harck, had now contaminated his 
hand with the blood of the guiltless. 
The new tribuntd neveir took root, 
and was abolished as soon as its initia- 
tory horrors were known.* 

On the 19th of July, Oudewater, 
entirely unprepared for such an event, 
was besiegM by Hierges, but the gar- 
rison and the population, although 
weak, were brave. The town resisted 
eighteen days, and on the 7th of 
August was canied by assault,* after 
which the ususl horrors were fully 
practised, after which the garrison 
was put to the sword, and the town's- 
people fared little better. Mon, 
women, and children were murdered 
in cold blood, or obliged to purcha-c 
their lives by heavy ransoms, wliilc 
matrons and maids were sold by auction 
to the soldiers at two or three dollais 
each.* Almost eveiy house in the oitj 
was burned to the ground, and these 
horrible bat very customary scenes 
having been enacted, the army of 
Hieiges took its way to Sohoonhoven 
Tliat city, not defending itself, socui ed 
toleiahle terms of capitulation, and 
surrendered on the 24tii of August * 

Tho Grand Commander had not yet 
given up tho hope of naval assi tance 
from Spain, notwithstanding the abiiipt 
termination to the lost expedition 
which had been oiganiscd. It w.is, 
however, necessary that a foothold 
should he recovered upon the sea- 
boaid, before a descent from witiioul 
could be met with proper eo-opei.itoiii 
from the land forces within, and lie 
was most anxious, therefore, to etioct 
the lecouquest of some portion of 
Zealand. The island of Tholen u.as 
still Spanish, and had boon so sinre 
the memorable expedition of JIoii- 
dragon to South Beveland ‘Fiom 
this interior portion of the archipelago 
the Governor now determined to at- 
tempt an expedition against the outer 
and more important territory. The 
three principal islands were Tholen, 
Dmveland, and Sebouwen. Tholen 

* Bor, vui 668. Ueteren, v. 100. 

* Ibid., vu£ 666. . Hoofd, z 626, 6% 

* Ibidv, Till. 447. Heteron. t. 100. 






wea the fiist which detached itaeU 
fiom the continent. Ifezt^ end sepa- 
rated from it by a bay two leagnea in 
width, woe Duiveland, or the Isle of 
Doves. Beyond, and parted by a 
narrower frith, was Sohouwen, fiont- 
ing directly uppn the ocean, fortided 
by its strong capital city, Zierichzee, 
and containing other villages of in- 
ferior consequence.^ 

Bequesens had been long revolving 
in his mind thp means of possessing 
hunself of tbia important island. He 
had caused to be constructed a nuine- 
roue armada of boats and light vessels 
of various dimensions, and he now 
came to Tholcu to organise the expe- 
dition. His prospects were at first not 
flatteriug, for the gulfs and estuaries 
swarmed with Zealand vessels, manned 
by crews celebrated for theii" skiU 
and audacity. Ti aitors, however, fium 
Zealand itself now came forward to 
teach the Spanish Commander how to 
strihe at tihe heart of their own coun- 
try. These refugees explained to Be- 
quesens that a narrow flat extended 
under the sea from Philipsland, a small 
and uninhabited islet situate close to 
Tholen, as far as the shore of Duive- 
land Upon this submerged tongue 
of land, the water, during ebb-tide, was 
sufficiently shallow to be waded, and 
it would tterefore be possible for a de- 
termined band, under cover of the 
night, to make the perilous passage 
Once arrived at Duivcland, they could 
more easily cross the intervening cieek 
to Sohouwen, which was not so deep 
and only half os wide, so that a force 
thus sent through these dangerous 
shallowB, might take possession of 
Duiveland and lay siege to Zierjckzee, 
in the veiy teeth of the Zealand fleet, 
which would be unable to sail near 
enouglrto intercept then- passage.® 

The Commander determined that 
the enterprise should be attempted. 
It was not a novelty, because Uondra- 
gon, as we have seen, had already most 
brilliantly conducted a veiy shnilar 
expedition. The present was, how- 

1 Bor, vuL* 648-650. HooH, x. 42(t 427. 
Ketaien, v. 101, 102. Uendesa, xiv, 28L 
BentivogUo, ix. 164, at so4. ' 


ever, a much more daring scheme. 
The other exploit, although sufficiently 
hazardous, and entirely successful, had 
been a victory gained over the sea 
alone. It had been a surprise, and bad 
been effected without any opposition 
from human enemies, Heie, however, 
they were to deal, not only with the 
ocean and daikness, but wi& a watch- 
ful and determined foe. The Zea- 
landers were aware that the enterprise 
was in contemplation, and their vessels 
lay about the contiguous waters in 
considerable force.* Nevertheless, the 
detei-mination of the Grand Comman- 
der was hailed with enthusiasm by bis 
troops. Having satisfied himself by 
personal experiment that the enter- 
prise was possible, and that therefore 
ilia brave soldiers could accomplish it, 
he decided that the glory of the achieve- 
ment should be faiily shared, as before, 
among the different nations which 
served the King. 

After completing his preparations, 
Eecjuesens came to Tholen, at which 
rendezvous wcre-assembled three thou- 
sand infantry, partly Spaniards, partly 
Germans, partly uaUoons. Besides 
these, a picked corps of two hundred 
sappers and miners was to accompany 
the expedition, in order that no time 
might be lost m fortifying themselves 
as soon as they had seized possession 
of Sohouwen. Four hundred moimted 
ti copers were, moreover, stiitioned in 
the tpw'n of Tholen, while the little 
fleet, which had been prcpaied at Ant- 
werp, lay near that city ready to co- 
operate with the land force as soon as 
they should complete their enterprise. 
The Qiand Commander now divided 
the whole force into two parts. One 
half was to remain in the boats, under 
the command of Mondragon ; the other 
half, accomx>anied by the two hundi-ed 
pioneers, weie to wade through the sea 
from Philipsland to Duivcland and 
Schouwen. Each soldier of this de- 
tachment was provided with a pair of 
shoes, two pounds of powder, and 
tions for three days in a cani^n^tesa 

s Bor, ubi sup Hoofd, x. 426t^ilRl|H 
xiv 2S2 Bontivogho, ix. 165. 

• Bentivo^o, ix. 166. 

Bor. vul. 648-^. 
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ffupended sb hia neok. The leader of 
this expedition was Don Osorio d’UUoa, 
•a officer distinguished for his expe- 
rience and braveiy.^ 

On the night selected for the enter- 
prise, that of the 27th September, the 
moon was a day old in lis fourth quar- 
ter, and rose a little before twelye. It 
was low water at between four and hve 
in the morning. The Grand Com- 
mander, at the appointed hour of mid- 
night, crossed to Philipaland, and stood 
on the shore to watch the setting foith 
of the little army. He addi'essed a 
short harangue to them, in which he 
skilfully struck the chor^ of Spanish 
chivalry and the national love of gloiy,® 
and was answered with loud and entliu- 
eiastlo cheers. Don Osorio d'Ulloa 
then stripped and plunged into the sea 
immediatdy after the guides. He was 
followed by the Spaniards, after whom 
came the Germans and then the Wal- 
loons. The two hundred sappers and 
miners came next, and Bon Gabiiel 
Peralta, with his Spanish company, 
brought up the rear It was a wild 
night. Incessant lightning altei nately 
revealed and obscuied the progiess of 
the midnight march through the black 
waters, as the anxious Commander 
watched the expedition from the shore, 
but the soldiers were quickly swal- 
lowed up in the gloom.’ As they ad- 
vanced cautiously, two by two, the 
daring adventurei'S found themselves 
soon nearly up to their necks in the 
waves, wl^e so narrow was the sub- 
merged bank along which they weie 
marching, that a misstep to the right 
or left was fatal. Luckless individuals 
i epeatedly sank to rise no more. Mean- 
time, as the sickly light of the waning 
moon came forth at intervals through 


the stormy clouds, the soldiers could 
plainly perceive ^e files of 2^alaud 
vessels through which they were to 
march, and which were anchored as 
close to the flat as the water would 
allow. Some had recklessly strand^ 
themselves, in their eagerness to inter- 
rupt the passage of the troops, and the 
artillery played unceasmgly from tlie 
larger vessels. Discharges of musketiy 
came continually from all, but the 
fitful hghtning rendered the aim chili- 
cult and the fire comparatively harm- 
less/ while the Spaniards were, more 
over, protected, as to a large part of 
their bodies, by the water in ulnch 
they wcie immeised 

At times, they halted for breath, or 
to engage in fierce skirmishes \utU 
their nearest assailants. Standing 
breast-high in the waves, and sui- 
rounded at intervals by total daiknciss, 
they were yet able to pour an oc 
casional well-directed volley into tha 
hostile ranks The Zealanders, hI)^\• 
ever, did not assail them with fire-arms 
alone. They transfixed some with 
thoir fatal harpoons; they dragged 
others fiom the path with boat-hooks; 
they beat out the brains of others with 
heavy flails® Many were the moital 
duels thus fought in the daikness, and, 
as it were, in the bottom of the sea , 
many were the deeds of audacity which 
no eye was to mark save those by whom 
they were achieved. Still, in spite of 
all impediments and losses, the Span- 
iards steadily advanced. If other anna 
proved less available, they were at- 
tacked by the fierce taunts and invec- 
tives of their often invisible foes, who 
reviled them as water-dogs, fetching 
and carrying for a master who de-^pised 
them; as mercenaries, who coined their 


1 Benfcivogbo. ix IGO. Hoofd, x. 427, 428. 
Hendoza, xir. 283 

* Hoofd, X. 423 Bor, vm. 848-050 Hen- 
don, xi7. 283, 284 

> Bor, viu. 648-650 Hoofd, x 428. Ben- 
tivogho, IX. 167.— According to Uendoza, 
tho&ywasftiU of preternatural appearance* 
on that memorable night, litenvUy, 

**Xhe exhalations whiszmg through the 
oir 

Gave so much light that one micht road 
by them.” 


JuHva Otetar. 

Yiendoae m o^ual pvado confetaa y 
R u oMio ^ grandi tiandad y tania ^ t» 


Ician carlaa eomo st fuera de dia, quo punu 
odnuracion cl vorlas , juzgando los^i ui 8ei 
coBafuora del curso natural,*' etc : xiv 2t4 
—Compare Birada, vui. SOS. 

4 Boutivogho, IX. - 167. Hoofd, x. 429. 
Wagenaer, vu 71 

* "Ne bastara a nemun di traTagbargll 
Bolamente co 1 moachetti, e con gb aioln- 
bugi, ma piu d’appresso con uucini di ferro, 
COD legui maiieggiabih a molti doppi, 6 con 
altsi istromonti,” etc — Bentivnglio, ix 187. 
'* Llegavan d horir & Ips nuestros con unoa 
in8trument<43 de lamauera que loa con qoe 
bate^cu el tngo para sacar el gnino de la 
pmo. *— Meudoza, xiv. 285. 




blood for gold, and were employed by 
tyrants for the basest uses. If stung 
by these mockiDg voices, they turned 
in the darkness to chastise their un- 
seen tormentors, they were certain to 
be trampled upon by their conarades, 
and to be pushed from their narrow 
pathway into the depths of the sea. 
Thus many perished, 

The night wore on, and the adven- 
turers st^ fought it out manfully, 
but very slowly, the main body of 
Spaniards, Germans, and Walloons, 
Boon after daylight, reaching the oppo- 
site shore, having sustained consider- 
able losses, but in perfect order. The 
pioneers were not so fortunate. The 
tide rose over them before they could 
effect their passage, and swept neaily 
every one away.^ The rear-guard, 
under Peralta, not surprised, like the 
pioneers, in the middle of their p-is- 
sage, by the rising tide, but prevented, 
before it was too late, firbm advsnemg 
far beyond the shore from which they 
had departed, were fortunately en- 
aUod to retrace their steps.^ 

Don Osono, at the hem of the suo- 
cesslul adventurers, now effected his 
lauding upon Duiveland. Beposing 
tUemsdves but for on instant after 
this unparalleled march through the 
water, of more than six hours, they 
took a slight refreshment, piayed to 
the Virgin Mary and to Saint James, 
and then prepared to meet their new 
enemies on Lind. Ten compauics of 
French, Scotch, and English aumli- 
aries lay in Duiveland, under the com- 
mand of Charles Van Boiaot. Strange 
to relate, by an inexplicable accident, 
or by trrason, that general was slain 
by 1^ own soldiers, at the moment 
when the royal tioops landed. The 
panic created by this event became 
intense/ as the enemy rose auddenly, 
as it were, out of tbs depths of the 


1 noofd, X. 429, — "Sonde vays mslaven- 
timdos, gue os haren ser perros de ague," 
etc., etc. — ^Mendoza, ubi eup. Beutivogbo, 
iz 168. Hoofd, z. 429. Mendeai, ziv 286, 
* Mendoza, ziv. 285. Beutivoglio, Hoofd, 
Bor, ubi sup. 

s Hoofd, z. 429. Bor, vui. 649, Hondoza, 
ziv. ^6.— The officer, whose Icaroor wm 
tbns unfortunately closed/ was i brother of 
ibo bmous Adnu^Bo)sot,had hunsolf rsn- 


ooean to attack them. They magnified 
the numbers of their asaailonte, and 
fied teiror-Btiicken in every dire^on. 
Some swam to the Zealand vessels 
which lay in the neighbourhood : 
others took refuge in the forts whidi 
had been constructed on the island, 
but these were soon carried by the 
Spaniards, and the conquest of Duive- 
laind was effected * 

The enterprise was not yet com- 
j^ileted, but the remainder was less 
difficult and not nearly so hasardoua, 
for the creek which separated Duive- 
land from Schouwen was much nar- 
rower than the estuaiy which they 
had just traversed. It was less than 
a league in width, but so encumbered 
by rushes and briers that, although 
difficult to wade, it was not navigable 
for vessels of any kind.* This part of 
the expedition was accomplidied with 
equal resolution, so that, after a few 
hours’ delay, the soldieia stood upon 
the much-coveted island of Schouwen. 
Five companies of states’ troops, 
placed to oppose their landing, fled 
m the moat cowardly manner at the 
first discboige of the Spanish muskets,’ 
and took refuge in the city of Zierick- 
see, which was soon afterwards he- 
ieaguered. 

The troops had been disembarked 
upon Duiveland from the armada, 
which had made its way to the scene 
of action, after havmg received, by 
signal, information that the expedition 
thiough the water had been success- 
ful lirouwershaveu, on the northern 
side of Suhouwen, was immediately 
reduced, hut Bommenede resisted tiU 
the 2Dth of October, when it was at 
last carried by assault, and delivered 
over to file and sword. Of the whole 
population and garrison not twenty 
weie left ahve. Siege was then laid 
to Zieiickzee, and Colonel Moudragon 


deicd good scivico to the cause of his couii- 
tiy, and was Governor of Walcberen at the 
timo of bis death. — ^Archives et Cozresp., 
V. 283. 

4 Mendoza, ZIV 286 Benuvogho (ix.l68) 
says, "poco men d’una lengua." — Compare 
Bor, vm 649. Hoofd, z 429. 

• Meiidoza^ziv. 26T. Hoofd, z. 429. Sea* 
tiviglliiV iz. 163. * 





waa left in charge of the operations. Walchoren and the rest of Zealand 
B^uesens hiTnn^f came to Schouweu was interrupted; the province cut id 
to ^ve directions concerning this im- two ; a foothold on the ocean, for a 
portent enteiprise.^ brief interval at least, acquired by 

Chiapin Yitelli also come thither in Spain. The Prince was inexpressibly 
the middle of the winter, and was so chagrined by these circumstances, and 
much injured by a fall from his litter, felt that the moment lypd oi rived when 
while Tnalring the tour of the island, all honourable means were to be em- 
that he died on ship-board during his ployed to obtain foreign assistance 
return to Antwerp.^ This officer had The Hollanders and Zealanders L'ul 
gained his laurels upon more than one fought tiio hatblcs of freedom alors 
occasion, his condu^ in the important hitherto, and had fought them well, 
action near Mons, in which the Hugne- but poverty was fast rendering them 
not force under Genlis was defeated, incapable of sustaining much longer 
having been particularly creditable, the imeqiial conflict. Oflers of men, 
He was of a distinguished Umbnan whose wages the states were to furiu^h, 
family, and had passed his life in were refused, as worse than fruitloN 
camps, few of the generals who had Henry of Xavarre, whoperlia^^sdcemi'l 
accompanied Alva to the Ketheilanda it possible to acqiure the soveioignl} 
being better knoivn or more odious to of the provinces by so banen a benebt, 
the inhabitants. He was equally dis- was willing to send two or thiee thou 
tiuguishedfor his courage, his cruelty, sand men, but not at his own expense 
and his corpulence. The last charac- Tne proposition was respectfully de* 
teristic was so remarkable, that he was clined.*^ The Prince and his httlc 
almost monstrous in his personal ap- country were all alone. vo 

pearance. His protuberant stomach should not only see oui'selves deserted 
was always supported m a bandage by all the woilcl,biit also all the woild 
suspended from his neck, yet in spite against ns,’’ he said, ** we should not 
of this enormous impediment, he ^as cease to defend ourselves even to tlii 
peraonally active on the battio-iield, last man. ICuowing tho justice of our 
and performed more service, not only cause, we rejiose eiitiioly lu the mercy 
RS a commander but as a subaltciu, of God/'^ Ho detcirainoil, howoior, 
than many a younger and lighter man.” once more to have lecourne to tlio 
The siege of Zierickzeeu as protract- powerful of the eaitli, being disposed 
ed till the following June, the city to test the tiuth of Ins cclebiatud oh 
holding out with fiimuess. Want of scivation, that * there would be id 
funds caused the operations to be con- 1 lack of suitors for the biide that he 
ducted with languor, but the same had to bestow.” It was ucccsriry, in 
cause prevented the Prmoe from ac- ' short, to look the great que&tiun ot 
complishing its relief. Thus the ex- foimally renouncmg Philip diicctlym 
pedition from Pliilipsland, the most the face. 

brilliant military exploit of the whole Hitherto the fiction of allegiance 
war, was attended with important re- had been preserved, and, even by the 
miltk The communication between enemies of the Prince, it was admitted 


1 Mendoza, xiv. 287-293, seq Boiitivc^- 
llo, IX 1C9, 170. Sor, viii. 632, bcq. Hoofd, 
X.431. 

* Meteren, v. 103. Strada, vul. 403. 

9 Btrada, -vid 404 ~-Vitelh seems to have 
been unpopular with the Spaniards also, 
and Mendoza does not even allude to lus 
death. Tho Nothorlandors hated him cor- 
dially. His name, which alTordcd the ma- 
terials for a pun, was, of course, a whetstone 
for their wits. They improved his death by 
poipe^tlng a multitucle of epigrams, ot 
which the following may soi^e ea a sam 
pie ' 


SPlTAPlllUM CUIAF VlTCt.U, MAllCUlOKIS 
CLTONIS, CTO. 

** 0 Deus onmipotcn.*} cra<.Bi misoiore VitcHI, 
Qiummors proiemensnoiisintt a'e Oouui 
Corpus in It tlia e&t, tenet mt(.i»i.iua hia 
bantuB, 

ABtQnimamnemo,cur?quianonhabuit ’* 

—Vide Metcicn, v 103**. 
His death occurred towards tho end ol 
February (1570), a few days beforo that » f 
the Grand Commander. 

* Wagenaer. vll. 88. Resol. HolL. Mart. 

15, 1576. ^ 

* Arohiveb do la Maison d’Orsnge, v. 281. 
Letter to Count John. 
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. Qiat it bad bean retained with no dis- 
loyal intent.^ The iame, howerer, had 
come when it was necessary to throw 
off aUegiance, provided another could 
be found strong enough and fiiink 
enough to accept the authority which 
Philip had forie^ted. The question 
was, naturally, between Prance and 
England, unless the provinces could 
effect their re-admission into the body 
of the Qermanio Empire. Already in 
June the Prince h^ laid the pro- 
position formally before the states, 
"whether they should not negotiate 
with the Empire on the subject of 
their admission, with maintenance of 
their own constitutions; ” but it was 
understood that this plan was not to 
be earned out, if the protection of the 
Empire could be obtained under easier 
conditions.’' 

Nothing came of the proposition at 
that time. The nobles and the de- 
putaes of South Holland now voted, in 
the beginning of the ensuing month, 
"that it was their duty to abandon 
the King, as a tyrant who sought to 
oppress and destroy his subjects, and 
that it behoved them to se^ another 
protector.” This was while the Breda 
negotiations were still pending, but 
when their inevitable result was very 
Visible. There was stiU a reluctance 
at taking the last and decisive step in 
the rebellion, so that the semblance of 
loyalty was still retained — that aucieni 
scabbard, in which the swoi'd might 
yet one day be sheathed. The pro- 
position was not adopted at the diet. 
A committee of nine was merely ap- 
pointed to deliberate with the Prmce 
upon the " means of obtaining foreign 
assistance, without accepting foreign 
authority, or severing their connexion 
with his llajesty.” The estates were, 
however' summoned a few months 
later, by the Prince, to deliberate on 
this important matter at Rotterdam. 
On the 1st of October he then for- 
mally proposed, either to make terms 
with their enemy, and that the sooner 


the better, or else, once for all, to 
separate entirely hum the King of 
Spain, and to change their sovereign, 
in order, with the assistance and under 
protection of another Ohiistian po- 
tentate, to maintain the provinces 
against their enemiesL Orange, more- 
over, expressed the opinion, l^t upon 
BO important a subject it was decid^y 
incumbent upon them aU to taJre the 
sense of the city governments. The 
members for the vsiious municipaUties 
acquiesced in the propriety of tl^ sug- 
ge^on, and resolved to consult their 
constituents, while the deputies of the 
nobility also desired to consult with 
their whole body. After an adjourn- 
ment of a few daj;s, the diet agam as- 
sembled at Delft, and it was then 
unammtmsly resolved by the nobles 
and the cities, " that they would for* 
aalce the King, and seek foreign assist- 
ance, referring the choice to the 
Prmce, who, in regard to the govern- 
ment, was to taka the opinion of ths 
estates.” 

Thus, the great step was taken, by 
which two uttle provinces decided 
themselves independent of their an- 
cient master. That declaration, al- 
though taken in the midst of doubt 
and darkness, was not destined to be 
cancelled, and tho germ of a new and 
powciful commonwealth was planted. 
So little, however, did these republican 
fathers foresee their coming republic, 
that the resolution to i enounce one 
king was combined with a proposition 
to ask for the authority of another. It 
was not imagined that those two slen- 
der columns, which were aU that had 
yet been raised of the future stately 
peristyle, would be strong enough to 
stand alone. The question now arose, 
to what foreign power application 
should be made. But httle hope was 
to be entertamed from Germany, a 
state which existed only in imme, and 
Fiance was still in a condition of ro- 
hgiouB and mtestme discord. Thi 
attitude of revolt maintained by ^ 


1 Bee tbe resaarks of Green v Fiinstcrer 
cn a passage in a letter of the Council of 
State to BMuesens —Archives, i^., v. STS. 
geo also theletter in Bor, Vlu. CIS. 


a Hesol. Holl , June 8, 16T5, U. W 
Wegenaer, vu. 78 

s Ibid., JuL 7, 1575, bh 474. Jnl. t,U78 
bL482. Oct 3,'hS75,hl.6^e8». Oat.liiu7( 
bL 892. Bor, viu, 651. uwagenasr, v& 
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Duo' d’Aleugon seemed to make it 
difficult end dangerous to enter into 
negoidalaonB with a country where 
the civil wars had assumed so compli- 
cated a character, that a loyal and use- 
ful alliance could hardly be made with 
any party. The Queen of England, on 
the other hand, dreaded the wrath of 
Philip, by which her perpetual dangers 
from the side of ScotUmd would be 
aggravated, while she feared equally 
the extension of French authority in 
the Nethei lands, by which increase 
her neighbour n ould acquire an over- 
shadowing power. She was also 
ashamed openly to abandon the pro- 
vinces to their fate, for her realm was 
supposed to be a bcdwark of the Pro- 
testant religion. Afraid to affront 
Philip, afraid to refuse the suit of the 
Ketherlands, afraid to concede an 
aggrandisement to France, what course 
was open to the Enghsh Queen t That 
which, politically and personally, she 
loved the best — a course of baneu 
coquetry. This the Prince of Oiange 
foresaw ; and although not disposed to 
leave a stone unturned in his cSbits to 
find assistance for his oountiy, he on 
the whole rather inclmed for France. 
He, however, better than any man, 
knew how httle cause there was for 
sanguine expectation from either 
source.^ 

It was determined, in the name of 
his Highness and the estates, first to 
send a mission to England, hut there 
liad already been negotiations this year 
of an unpleasant character with that 
power. At the request of the Spanish, 
envoy, the foremost Netherland rebels, 
in number about fifty, mcluding by 
name the Prmce of Orauge, the Counts 
of Berg and Culemburg, with Saint 
Aidegonde, Boisot, Junius, and others, 
had been formally forbidden by Queen 
Elizabeth to enter her realm.^ The 
Prince had, m consequence, sent Alde- 
gonde and Junius on a secret mission 
to France,' and the Queen, jealous and 
anxious, had thereupon sent Darnel 


Bogers secretly to the Prince.' A 
the same time she had sent an envo' 
to the Qrand Commander, counscliiri 
conciliatory measures, and pronusia) 
to send a special mission to Spain \tit1 
the offer of her mediation; hut it va 
suspected by those most in the conli 
dence of the Spanish government a 
BrusselB, that there was a great dea 
of deception in these proceedings ' 
truce for six months having now beci 
established between thoDuc d’Alen^-tf 
and his brother, it was supposed, tba 
an allianoe between France and Eu' 
land, and perhaps between Alen^ 
and Elizabeth, was on the carpet, an 
that a kingdom of the Betherlandsna 
to he the wedding present of the bnil 
to her husband. These fantasies di 
rived additional colour fiom the fai 
that, while the Queen was exprcsoii' 
the most amicable intentions ton an 
Spain, and the greatest jealousy ( 
France, the English residents at An 
werp and other cities of the h'etlic 
lands had received private iustructioi 
to sell out their propeity as fast i 
possible, and to retire from the countij 
On the whole, there was httle prospa 
either of a final answer, or of substa 
tial assistance from the Queen. 

The envoys to England wcie Adi 
cate Buis and Doctor Francis Maalzo 
nominated by the estates, and Sai 
Aidegonde, chief of the mission a 
liointed by the Prince. They arrivi 
in England at Christmas-tide. Havu 
represented to the Queen the resi 
of the Breda negotiations, they stat 
that the Piince and the estates, 
despah of a secure peace, had addiess 
themselves to her as an upiiglit pi 
teotor of the Faith, and as a pi met 
descended from the blood of liollai 
This allusion to the intermariiage 
Edward III. of England ivith-Philipi 
daughter of Count IViIIiam III. 
Hainaiilt and Holland, would not, 
was hoped, he in vam. They forth 
more offered to her Majesty, in ci 
she were willing powerfully to ass 


' Do Thou, tom vh. liv. 81. Bee 'Wage 
user, vii. 81. 

' Hesol. HoIL, Jul. IS, 1876, bl. «2. He 
toron, V. 100, 101. * 

' Bor, viu. 611. (> 


* Wiigenaer, vu 8S. 

' Letter from Monllon to Cardinal Go 
veDet of tlate Deo. 11, 1878.— Archives 
Oorresp , V. 326; 328 
< Lettw of Uonllon, nba rap> 
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difficult to i]li« soldiers or to buy gun- j 
powder anywhere, in that warlike age, i 
provided &e money were ready, 
states had hardly reason to consider 
themselves under deep obligation for 
this concession. Yet this was the 
whole result of the embassy. Plenty 
of fine words had been bestowed, 
which might or might not have mean- ; 
ing, according to &e turns taken by j 
coming events. Besides these cheap 
and empty civilities, they received per- 
mission to defend Holland at their 
own expense, with the piivilege of sur- 
rendering its sovereignty, if they liked, 
to Queen Elizabeth — and this was all. 

On the 19th of April, the envoys 
returned to their country, and laid 
before the estates the meagre lesult 
of their negotiations.^ Very soon 
afterwards, upon an inform^ sug- 
gestion fi-om Henry III. and the 
Queen Mother, that a more favour- 
able result might be expected, if the 
same appheations were made to the 
Duo d’Aienson which had been re- 
ceived in BO unsatisfactory a manner 
by Elizabeth, oominisdonora were ap- 
pointed to France." It proved iiupos- 
mble, however, at that juncture, to 
proceed with the negotiations, in con- 
sequence of the troubles occasioned by 
the attitude of the Duke. The pro- 
vmces were still, even as they had 
been from the begmning, entirely 
alone. 

Sequesens was more than ever 
straitened for funds, wringing, with 
iucreasmg difficulty, a slender subsidy, 
from time to time, out of the reluctant 
estates of Brabant, Flanders, and the 
other obedient provinces. While he 
was still at Duivehuid, the estates- 
general sent him a long remonstrance 
against the misconduct of the soldiery, 
in answer to his demand for supplies 
“Oh, these estates! these estates!" 

^ Bor, viil. 661-663 Hoofd, x 434, 435 
tlcteren, v. 101. Besol. Uoll., Apr 10, 1576t 
bL 4.0. 

s Ever, Held. Ann., hb i. 18. 

* “Dios nos Ubora do sstos Estados" — 
Hletexen, v. 103>> 

4 Aichlvos et CozTcspoudonce, v. 301-304, 

* The contributions of Holland and 'Zea- 
land for war expenses amooutod to one 
bundxod aud fifty tbpuscuad fioilus monthly. 


cried the Grand Commander, on ro' 
ceiving such vehement reproaches in- , 
stead of his money; “may the Lord 
deliver me from these estates'"^ 
Meantime, the important siege of 
Zienckzee continued, and it was evi- 
dent that the city must fall, Thcie 
was no money at th% disposal of the 
Prince. Count John, who was seri- 
ously embarrassed by reason of the 
great obbgations in money which he, 
with the rest of his family, had in 
curred on behalf of the estates, had 
recently made application to the Prince 
for hia influence towards procuring 
him relief. He had forwarded an 
account of the great advancoa m,v1a 
by himself and his brethien in money, 
plate, furniture, and endorsements of 
various kmds, for which a partial le 
imbursement was almost indispensable 
to sive him from serious dimculties * 
The Prince, however, unable to piu- 
cure him any assistance, had been 
obliged once mere to entreat him ta 
display the generosity and the seh- 
denial which the country hod nevei 
foimd wautmg at his hands or at those 
of his kindred. The appeal hod not 
been in vain ; but the Count was on 
viously not m a condition to efiuot 
auythmg more at that moment to 
relieve the financial distress of the 
states. TJie exchequer was crippled.* 
Holland and Zealand were cut in tw,nn 
by the occupation of Sohouwen and 
tile approachmg fall of its capital. 
Germany, England, France, all refused 
to strotch out their hands to save 
the heroic but exhaustless little pro- 
vinces. It was at this moment that 
a desperate but sublime resolution 
took possession of the Prince’s mind. 
There seemed but one way left to 
exclude the Siianiards for ever hoiu 
Holland and Zealand, and to rescue 
the mhabitauts from impending luiii. 

The pay ol a captain was eighty floiin? 
monthly , that of a lieutenant, foi ty ; that 
of a corporal, filteon; that of a drammer, 
filer, or minufiT, twolvo , that of a common 
soldier, seven and a half A captam b.id 
also one hundred and fifty fioncs each 
month to distribute among the most nicn- 
tonouB of his company Eodn soldier was 
likewise finished with food, bedding, fite^ 
light, andwusiung.— .Itenom de h'ranco lid., 
vol.ii.e.46. 



Tlio Princo had long brooded over the 
Ecbeme, and the hour seemed to have 
struck for its fulfilment. His project 
was to collect all the vessels, of every 
description, which could he obtained 
throughout the Hetheilands. The 
■a hole population of the two provinces, 
men, women, and chiidron, together 
with all the moveable property of the 
country, were then to be embaiked on 
board this numerous fleet, and to sock 
a new home beyond the seas. The 
windmills were tiien to be burned, Iho 
dykes pierced, the sluices opened in 
every direction, and the country re- 
stored for ever to tho ocean, from 
which it had sprung.^ 

It is difficult to Say whether tho 
resolution, if Providence had per- 
mitted its fulfilinout, would have 
been, on tho whole, better or worse 
for humanity and civilisation. The 
ships which would have borne the 
heroic Piince and hia fci tunes myht 
have taken the direction of the newly- 
diaoovorod 'Western hemisphere. A 
religious colony, planted by a com- 
moioial and liberty-loving race, in a 
suigin EOih and diiected b/ patnehm 
but self-denymg hands, might have 
preceded, hy half a century, the colony 
which a kindred race, impelled hy 
similar motive!", and under somewhat 
similar oironnist,ni' ■•i and conditions, 
was destined to phiiit upon tlie stern 
shores of Hew England, lliid they 
directed their course to the warm and 
flagrant ishauds of tho East, an in- 
dependent Christian commonwealth 
might have arisen among those pro- 
lific regions, superior lu importance 
to any subseiiuent colony of HolUnd, 
cramped from its birth by absolute 
subjection to a far disUiit luetrojiolis. 

The unexpected de.itli of Requencus 
Buddenijr dispelled these solicim's. The 


siege of Zieiieksce had oecuiJod mnoU 
..f the Governor's attention, but ho hivl 
recently writton to his sovereign, tfi.it 
its reduction was now oertniu. He hiid 
added an urgent request for money, 
with a Buflluient supply of whloli ho 
assured Philip that ho slioutd bn able 
to hrin^g the war to an in/taerllata 
eonolusion. While waiting for these 
supplies, he hod, contrary to .il] law or 
reason, mado on unsnoecesfiil attempt 
to conquer tho post of Emhdon, in 
Germany. A mutiny had, at a'bout 
the wimo time, broken out among his 
troops in Harlem, and he had fiumuhcd 
the citizens with arms to defend them- 
selves, giving free permission to use 
them against tiie insiirgcut troepa, 
liy this means the mutiny bad been 
quelled, but a daugcious precedent 
eat iliHOied. Anvicly oouceming this 
rebellion is supposed to have hasten^ 
tho Grand Commaudn’s death. A 
tiolont fever seized him an tho 1st, 
and terminated his existence on the 
6lh of March, in the fifty-fiust year of 
bis hfo » 

It is not necessary to review elabo- 
rately his career, the chief incidents of 
which have been eiifficiently described. 
Requesens was a man of high position 
by bii th and office, but a thorongbly 
commonplace personage. His talents 
either forw ar orfoi civil employments 
weie not above mediocrity. Hisfiiends 
disputed w bother he were greater in 
tho field or m the council, but itfe 
ceitaiu th.it he w.is great in ueishaa. 
His bigoti y w as oqiul to that of 
but it w.is impossible to rival tfe? Utjta 
in cruelty. Moreover, tho 
of tho eomitiy. aft.-T seven off 

toitme under bis pii\b'oes...'r, iraifiMiti 
dillieult for him, al the time at t’,J 
anivni, to imitate tho wveitiy 
hod in.ule Itio name of Alva luliLious 


1 Bor rcl.tcs that this ],lut 1, vl iKaii do 
finitely ft rmed hy-tho rniico. ills luiUtn- 
nty is ciodiljlo genttissim of iiualfty** 
(een geloofswaerdig edi.lnuia>i van inmlitetl) 
who, at fho tune, was a u> mis i of tlio 
estates and govenmur.t of Ilollioiu.^vili, 
*84 Groeu V. Piiiinterer, lioAwer, lejeets 
the tale as fabplous ; or heUevr , at an^ v .its 
tbattbe peiwnioee aUudiid to hy Jlui took 
tho Prince's worda too Utoriliy.,) It is pvo- 
heble that the thought woa often In the 
Piinco’s mind and fouid otosslanal aspres- 


Moi), iilthiuirj, it t" ut novel t.cni u,t;s|illgi 
lodi.) I l\t a -I lieaie It ih'heuitibhSeQt 
Ihot 11 wisnet vonsist.Ktw., 
tulip 'blK,- itin theie tait beoUt na, 
all! 10I.UI I.e huiie IIa.iiI^'" 
tin stoiv wulieiit hdv , J nss 
SS, t.U) .ffiudi.v til It ov \ saaf 
veiuiit — l.\uai>*v»IfaSiWyiiiimii| 
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difflcuJt to Lira Eoldiers or to buy gun 
powder aDywhera, in that warlike age, 
provided money were ready, the 
statee hod hardly reason to consider 
themgclvi^ under diep obligation for 
this conccssaon Yet tins was the 
whole result of the einbiasy Plenty 
of fine woids had been bestowed, 
which might or uu^ht not have mean 
ing, accoidmg to &a turns taken by 
coming events Besides these cheap 
and empty civiUties, they recen ed per 
mission to defend HoUand at th«r 
own expense, with the piivilege of but- 
icudermg its soveieignty, if they bked, 
to Queen hhzabeth — and this was all 

On the 19th of Apid, the envoys 
returned to their cuuntij, lud laid 
before the estates the mct,,ic lesult 
of their negotiations^ Veiy soon 
aftorwaids, upon an informal eug 
gostiou fiom Henry III and the 
Queen Mother, that a more favour- 
able result m<ght bo expected, if the 
eamo apphcations were made to the 
Duo dAlcnson which had been le 
oeiaed in so uii-atiafioto-y a manner 
hy Dluabelh, comm cionors wei e ap 
pointed to 1 1 aiice It pi o\ ed mil 

hible, howovei, at that juncture, to 
pioceed With the n gotiatioiis, in con 
scquenei f f the tiouhha occisioned by 
llio attitude of the Duke The pro 
Mnees weio still, even as they had 
Veen fiom the beginning, entirely 
alone 

Kequesens was more than ever 
straitened foi funds, wiingmg, with 
incieasmg dilficiilty, a shnler subsidy, 
from tuno to time, out nf the reluctant 
estates of Biabint, riaiideis, and the 
other obedient piovmces While he 
was still at Duiielmd, the estates 
general sent him a long remonstrance 
agamst the misconduct of the soldiery, 
m answer to his demand for supphes 
“Oh, these estates' these estites' ’ 

1 Bor, am eSl-CbS Hool 1 i 434 4„o 
MetcroQ, V 101 Bosol Hull , Apr 19 lu~6w 
bl 42 

> Bver Beid Ann , lib i 18 

s * Bios nos Ubera do ostos Bstados ’ — 
Jlotoren v lOli* 

4 Archivos ot Corrcspoudonce v 301-304 

* Tlio contnbutioiiB of Holland and Zoa- 
lond for war oapensoa amovaited to one 
luindxod and fifty thpusand floiins montbly 


died the Grand Commander, on re- 
ceivmg such vehement reproaches in- , 
stead of his money, “may the Lord 
dcUier me from these estates' ’ 
Meantime, the important siege of 
Zienrkzee contimied, and it i as en 
dent that the city must fall Theie 
was no money at th6 disposal of the 
Frmce Count John, who was sen 
ously embarrassed by reason oi t'le 
great obbgntions m money which u" 
with the rest of his famil}, had i I 
curred on behalf ot the estates, hid 
recently made apphcation to the Pi ii o 
for hio influence towards procurmg 
him relief He had firwarded aa 
ace unt of the gu >t adv luces male 
bj hitn“cll and Ills bietmen in monei 
p'atc, furniture, and endorsementi ot 
various kinds, for which a partial le 
imbursement was almost mdispemable 
to save him from serious diffic lit t ' 
The Prmce, however, unable to |ii 
cure him any assistance, bad 1 ees 
obliged once mme to en^at him i 
display the generosity and the e d 
denial which the country had neier 
found wanting at his hands or at tl o i 
of his kindred The appeal hid noi 
been in vam, but the Count was o 
viously not m a condition to eft I 
anything moie at that moment ti 
I el eve the financial distiess of t 
slates The exehcquci was cniplcl 
Holland and Zealand w ere cut lu tw am 
by the occupation ot Schouwen anil 
the approachmg fall ot its capit-il 
Germany, Engluid, Prance, all iefu"-.d 
to stretch out their bands to save 
the heroic but exhaustless little pro 
Vinces It was at this moment that 
a desperate but suhhmo rcsolut o i 
took possession of the Piiuco s mii d. 
There seemed but one way left to 
exclude the Lpanmids for ever fit i 
Holland and Zealand, and tc ie° iie 
the mhabitauts from impending luin 

Too paj ol a captain w la cightj flo i a 
monthly , that of a lieutenant loi ty tl at 
of a corporal, fifteen, that of a diumnici 
fifer or minisfir, twelve , tb it of a c mmon 
soldier BCTon and a half A caj tarn n 1 
also one hundred and fifty fioii is caci 
month to distribute amend tbo moat me a 
tonous of Ins company EnCn soldier vi-a 
likewise finished with food, bedd-ug fire, 
light and naslunfi ■— Beuom do 1 raueo 118 , 

voku e.46 





The Rritkco had long hrooded over ttie siege of Zierickzee had occupied much 
. scheme^ and the hour seemed to have the Governor’s attention, but he had 
«' struck for its fulfilment. His project recently mitten to his sovereign, that 
was to collect all the vessels, of every ite reduction was now certain. He had 
description, which could bo obtained added an urgent req^uest for money, 
throughout the Hetherlands. The with a sufficient supply of which he 
ii\hole population of the two provinces, assured Philip that he should bo able 
men, women, and children, together to bring the war to an irmnpdilftte 
with all the moveable property of the conclusion. "Wiile waiting for these 
country, were then to be embarked on supplies, he had, contrary to all law or 
board this numerous fleet, and to sock rej^son, made an unsuccessful attemjit 
a new home beyond the seas. The to conquer the post of Hmbden, in 
windmills were '^en to be burned, the Germany. A mutiny at about 
dykes pierced, the sluices opened in the same 'time, broken out among bis 
every Erection, and the country re- troops in Harlem, and he had furnished 
£or ever to iHie ooonjif the cftizens with arms to defend them- 

which it had sprung.^ ‘ selves, giving free permission to use 

It is difficult to say whether the them against the insurgent troopa 
resolution, if Providence had per- By this means the mutiny had been 
mitted its fulfilment, would have quelled, but a dangerous precedent 
been, on the v/hole, bettor or worse establKhed. Anxiety concorning tTiin 
foi humanity and civilisation. The rebellion is supposed to have hastened 
ships which would have borne the the Grand Commandoi’s death. A 
heroic Prince and hia fortunes ii.'ght violent fever seized him on the Isb, 
have taken the direction of the newly- and terminated his existence on the 
discovered Western hemisphere. A Sfch of March, in the fifty-first year of 
religious colony, planted by a com- hislife.^ 

mcioial and liberty-loving race. In a It is not necessary to review elabo- 
viigiu soil, and cbiected by patrician rately his career, the chief incidents of 
but solf-denymg hands, might have which have been sufficiently described, 
preceded, by half a century, the colony Hequesens was a man of high position 
which a kmdred race, impelled by by birth and office, but a thorou^ly 
similar motives, and under somewhat commonplace peisonage. His talenta 
similar cu cum&taiica^ and conditions, either for war or for civil employments 
was destined to pl.xut upon tho stern weie not above mediocrity, Hisfrieni 
shores of ITew England. Had they disputed whether he were greater in 
directed their course to the warm and Uie field or m the council, but it is 
flagrant islands of tho East, au in- certain that he was great in neither* 
dependent Christian commonwealth His bigotiy was equal to that of Alva, 
might have arisen among ^ those pro- but it was impossible to rival the Duke 
llfic regions, superior in importance in cruelty. Moreover, the condition 
to any subsequent colony of Holland, ©f the countiy, ofter seven years of 
cramped from its biith by absolute torture under his predecessor, mode it 
subjection to a far distant metropoln*. difficult for him, at the time of hia 
The unexpected death of Requesons arrival, to imitate the severity which 
Buddcnliy dispelled these schemes. The had made the name of Alva infa'mouB 
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Ue BIood'CotEndl had bees letained | 
tiniotqi^bout his admmistsrataos, bivt its | 
oeetpstHm w» gome, iar want of food I 
for ita tarodty, lise obedileni pn>* i 
Tinces had been pushed of Proui^iazits; | 
vbOe crippled, con&sssstlfm, 

fhe^ offez^ no field for further extoT' I 
iiios. From HoUnnd and Zealand, , 
whence CathoUcicm had hem nearly ; 
excluded, the King of Spain, was nearly I 
excluded sixo. The Blood-Counci^ 
which, if sefc up in that couctiy, 
would have executed erery hring 
creature of ita population, could only 
gaze from a distance at those who 
would have been ita victiras. Requo- 
sens had been previously dislinguhihed 
in two fields cd aciicn : the GniD'uda 
jnasaacrcg and the carnage of Lcx»anto. 
0pon both occasions he bad been the 
military tutor of Dos John of Austria, 
by whom be was soon to be succeeded 
in the government of the Ketherlands. 
To the imperial bastard had been as- 
ngned the pre-eminence, hut it was 
thought that the Grand Commander 
fuid been entitled to a mare than equal 


share of the ^oiT. TTe have seen liow I 
much addksonm reputatkoi was ac. J 
quited by Beqn^ens in the proTmcea. 
The expedition against Buiveland and ' 
Schouwen, was. on the whole, the miset 
brilliant feat of am^ during the war, 
and its success reflects an undyiDg 
lustre on the hardihdbd and di^sipbm 
of the Spaniidi, German, and AVrulocia 
soldiery. As an act of iiidjivi(.U 
audacity in a had cause, it his rarcy 
been equalled. It cnn Lardly be sainj, 
however, that the Grand C<»minrindrr 
was entitled to any large measure ol 
praise for the succcns of the espeditm 
The plan was laid by Zealand traitors. 

It was carried into execution by fcl« 
devotion of the Spanish, Walloon, arc 
German troops, while Keqnesens was 
only a spectator of the transaction. 
His smld^ death arrested, for a mo- 
ment, the ebb-tide m tiie affairs of sLe 
Xetherlands, which was fast leaMsg 
the country hare and desolate, auii 
was followed by a tram of unfore^eD 
trarwactji'ins, which it is now our dut? 
to descnl>e. 


CHAPTER IV, 


ismimption of alTura by tbe <^tate council at Bru'^cl^^-Hesitation nf Madril— 
liopper— Mal-adminifltiatjon — ^Vigilance of Orange — Die proTonocs <3n'RTi more cl ' t y 
together — Inequality of the couilicc — Pby~:cal condlti'A ol Holhmd — IC^wact of Lnum 
between Holland and Zealarcd — ^Authority of the PriDOC defined ind cyjlar.:ei3—P''"rii.- 
rial polity charactcnscd — Generous sentunentsof the Pnr ce— His tolerant — Leitcn 

from the Kiiig — Atutudo of the great powers towards the NethcrLmcis— Corre^js^^i dence 
and policy of Eliaabetli — Secret mrgotiations with Franco and Alen^on— Coji'it^cd n'li 
menacing aspect of Germany— Responsible and labon-jus position ol Oraigo— Attcmrl 
to reboTO ZTcnukzcc — ^Daith of Admiral Hossot — CnpitulAtt'^'n of the city upon honoumLiS 
terms— 3futiny of the bpatiisli troops m Schouwen — Genei^ causes of dt-content— 
ATni-m Tng increa.SC of the mutiny — ^ihe rebel rc;^mcnts enter Brohjnt — ^Fruitless '»t- 
tempte to p.'icify them — They take posso^^on of Alost — Edicts, denouucing them, tr'm 
the HtAte-council — Intense ezcitemerit ui Brussels and Antwerp— Letters from PIiil'p 
brought by Marquis Havre — The Kin^s continued procrastination — ^Ruinous royal <y'n- 
firmstion of the authority assumed by the etate-counctl — Umted and general resistance 
to foreign military oppression — The German troupe and tbe Antwerp gLimson, umhr 
Avila, Join the Tevolt>-^iter of Yerdugo — K crisis approaching— Jerome de Boda in the 
titadel— The mutiny untvenaL * 


The death of EequeecnB, notwith' 
Btandiug his four days’ illness, oc- 
curred so suddenly, that he bad not 
had time to appomt his successor. 
Had he exercised this privilege, which 
his patent confeirod upon him, it was 
Bupposed that he would have nomi- 

■ M 


nated Count Hansfeld to exercise tbe 
functions of Govenior-Gencral, until 
the King should otherwise ordain^ 
In tbe absence of any definite arrange- 
ment, the Council of State, accordiog 
to a light which that bc^y claimed 
from custom, assumed the reins of 


^ Bor, Tiii. G68. MetersD, v. lOiK 
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govenunent Of the old boaid, there 
were none left hnt the Dnhe of Aer^ 
schot. Count Berlaymont, and YigUu& 
To these were soon added, howerer, 
by royal diploma, the Spaniard, Jerome 
do Soda, and the Ketherlandets, As- 
Bonlcvllle, Bar^n Basscnghiem and 
Arnold Sasbout. Thus oil the mem- 
bers, save one, of what had now bc> 
oome the executive body, were native 
of the country. Soda waa accordingly 
looked askance upon by his colleague^ 
He was regarded by Viglius as a man 
who deair^ to repojit the part which 
hod been p1"yed by Juin Vargas m 
the Blood-Coitiiuil, ivhile the other 
members, although stanch Catholics, 
were all of them w’cU diVposcd to vin- 
dicate the cHim of Nttherland nobles 
to a share in the government of the 
Ketherlands. 

For a time, therefore, the transfer 
of authority seemed to hare been 
smoothly accomplished. The Council 
of State conducted the adminiscration 
of the country. Peter Ernest Hans- 
feld was entrusted with the supreme 
inilttaxy command, including the 
government of Brussels ; and the 
Spanish commanders, although di^ 
satibfied that any but a Spaniard 
should be thus honoured, were for a 
time quiescent.^ AYken the news 
reached Madrid, Philip w’as extremely 
disconcerted. The death of Bequesens 
excited his indignation. He Avas angry 
with him, not for d^ing. but for dying 
at so very mconvenumt a moment. 
Ho had not yet fully decided either 
upon his successor, or upon the policy 
to be enforced by Us successor. There 
were Be> eral candidates for the vacant 
post ; there was a variety of oplmons 
in the cahmet as to the course of con- 
duct to be adopted.^ In the impossi - 1 
bility of msbantly making up his mind 
upon this imexpected emergency, 
Philip fell, as it were, into a long 
reverie, than which nothing could be 


more inopportune. With a country 
in a state of revolution and exaspera- 
tion, the trance;, which now seemed to 
come over the goTemmeut^ was like 
to be followed by deadly effects. The 
stationary policy, AAhich the death of 
Bequesens had occasioned, was allowed 
to prolong itself mdednitelT,* and 
I almost for the first time in his life, 
j Joachim Hopper was really consulted 
I about the affairs of that department 
I over which he imagined luinself, and 
was generally supposed hy others, to 
I preside at Madndl The creature of 
I Viglina, having all the subserviency, 
with none of the acuteness of his 
patron, he had been long employed aa 
ehuf of the Xothsrland bureau, Avhilo 
kept in profound ignorance of the 
aflaiTs which were transacted in his 
oificc. Ho was a privy-coimcillor 
whose counsels were never heeded, a 
confidential servant m whom the King 
reined confidence only on the gi'oiind 
that no man could reveal secrets which 
he did not know. This deportment of 
the King's shewed that he hadaccu-. 
rately measured the man, for Hopper 
was hardly competent for the place of 
a chief clerk. He was unable to w'rito 
clearly in any language, because in- 
capable of a fully developed thought 
upon any subject It may be supposed 
that nothing but an abortive policy 
therefore, would be produced upon 
the occasion thus suddenly oficrec4 
"'Tig a devout man, that poor Master 
Hopper,” said Qranvelle, "but rather 
fitted for platonic researches than for 
affaiis of state.”* 

It was a proof of this incompetency, 
that now, when really called upon for 
advice in an emergency, he should 
recommend a coutmuance of tbe in- 
terim. Certainly nothing worse could 
be devised. Granvelle lecommended 
a re-appointment of the Duchess Man* 
garet* Others suggested Duke Eria 
of Brunswick, or an Archduke of the 


^ Bor, Meterex^ ubi sup. YlgLi Epist, 
Select, ad Diversos, TSo. 179, p. 409. VigL 
Vpist , ubi Bup Hoofd. XI. 438 Bor, ix. 
663. Wngexi^er (vii. 91), however, states 
that Hanafeld was entrusted stoply with 
tlie government of Brussels, a&a that it is 
an error to describe bim *as mvested with 
the supreme miUtaiy command. 


* LctterofFhilip(MaTCh.S4,157e)tostatei; 
general, in Bor, ix. 663. 

4 Strada, vilL 407, 408. Hoa0bJ 
Bor, Tiii 66S, sqq. Y. d. 
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Austrian Iiouse; although the opinion disposition to aide vnth their coontij 
hdd by most ot the induential coun- against its tyrants.^ Hitherto the land 
«nUoi8 was in favour of Don John of had been divided into two very unequal 
Austrhk^ In the interests of Philip portions. Holland and Zealand were 
and his despotism, nothing, at any dovoted to the Prince; their whole 
rate, could be moie folal than delay, population, with hardly an individnal 
In the condition of affairs which then exception, converted ta the Reformed 
existed, the woist or feeblest governor religion. The other fifteen provinces 
would have been better than none at all. wcie, on the whole, loyal to the I^g; 
To leave a vacancy was to play directly while the old religion had, of late years, 
into the hands of Orange, for it was fedeen root so rapidly again, that pci- 
impossible that so ekilfiil an adversary haps a moiety of tlieir population 
should not at once perceive the fault, might be considered as Catholic.^ At 
and profit by it to the utmo=t Itn.is the same time, the reign of ternr 
strange that Philip did not see the under Alva, the paler, hut not le-> 
danger of inactivity at such a crisis, distinct tyianny of lloqiiesens, and 
Assuredly, indolence was iioicr hia the hitvlciable ext’esoes of the foieign 
vice, hut on this oooasioii inileci..iun Boldkry, by wbieb the government of 
did the work of indolence Unwit- foieigiiers was supported, had at Li'l 
tlngly, the despot was assisting the maddened all the iuhahitants of the 
efibilB of the liberator. Viglius saw seventeen provinces. Notwitbstandiu , 
the position of matters with his ciis* therefore, the fatal difference of rok- 
tommy keenness, and wondci ed at the gious opinion, they were all drawn into 
blindness of Hopper and Phil'p At chiscr relations witli each other; to 
the last gasp of a life, which neither regain their ancient privileges, and to 
learning nor the aoomnulation of expel the detested foreigners fioin the 
worldly prizes and worldly pelf could soil, being objects common to aU. 
tedeem from intilusio basoness, the The provinces wore united in ouc 
sagacious but not voiioi able old man groat hatred and one great hope, 
saw that a chasm avas daily widsunig. The Hollanders and Zealandera 
in which the religion and the despot- under their heroic leader, had well 
ism which he loved might soon be nigh accomphsLed both tasks, so fir ai 
hoplessly swallowed. “The Pimce of those little provinces wore concurneil 
Or.inge and his Beggars do not sleep,” Never had a contest, however, seemcJ 
he cried, olmoBt in anguish; ” nor will more hopeless at its comiacncenicut, 
they be quiet tUl they have made use Cast a glance at the map. Look at 
of this interregnum to do us some Holland — ^not the I'epiiblic, with its 
immense grievance.”’ sister provinces bej'onJ the Ziijilcr 

Certainly the Prince of Oiange did Zee — ^but Holland only, with the Zea- 
not sleep upon this nor auy other land archiiiclago. Look at that nar- 
great occasion of his life. In his own row tongue of half-submerged eaith 
vigorous language, used to stimul.ate tVho could suppose that upon that 
his friends in various parts of the slender sand-hank, one hundied and 
country, ho seized the sw'ift occasion twenty miles in length, and vaijiiig in 
by the forelock. He opened a fi-eah breadth from four miles to forty, one 
correspondence with many leading gsB- man, hacked by the population of a 
tlemcn in Brussels and other places in handful of cities, could do battle nine 
the Netherlands ; persons Of influence, years long with the master of tn o 
who now, for the first time, shewed a worlds, the "Dominatorof Asia, Africa. 

’ US. cited by Green v. Fnnst. v. 331. quosens — C.ibrom, Vita do Febpo II , 
^OompaTc Bor, viiL 663, and the letters 845 

of Phuip to iitate Council, in Bor, ubi > Vigl Epist, a.. Joach. noppemm, ep. 
■up; letteiB which Cabrera cbaractenacB 205, p. 663. ' 

SB “smoxosea, euaves cnlos mzones (rater- s Be Thqii, liv. 62, t vlt 868, '*60 Wsgs* 
and hi which **dezia laoainabaGOino user, viL 11(4, loA sqq. 

L H Those lenten distinctly indicated 4 Qroan v. fenat. Archives, v. S81-3M'“ 
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and Amerioa" — the despot of the fairest 
realms of Europe — and conquer him at 
Inst. Nor vras Wiiliam even eniirelj 
t^iaster of that narrow ^oal where 
clung the survivors of a great national 
shipwreck. North and South Holland 
were cut in tw^ by the loss of Harlem, 
while the enemy was in possession of 
the natural oapit^ of the little country, 
Amsterdam. The Prince affirmed that 
the cause had suffered more from the 
disloyalty of Amsterdam than from all 
the efforts of the enemy. 

Uoreover, the country was in a most 
desolate conation. It was almost Ule- 
rally a sinking ship. The destruction 
of the bulwarks agaioak the ocean had 
been so extensive, in consequence of 
the voluntary inundations which have 
been described m previous pages, and 
by reason of the general negle^ which 
more vital occupations had necessitated, 
that an enormous outlay, both of la- 
bour and money, was now mdispensable 
to save the physical existence of the 
country. The labour and the money, 
notwithstanding the crippled and im- 
poverished condition of the nation, 
were, however, freely contributed; a 
wonderful example of energy and 
patient heroism was again exhibited. 
The dykes which had been swept away 
in every direction were renewed at a 
vast expense.^ Moreover, the countiy, 
in the course of recent events, had be- 
come almost swept bare of its cattle, 
and it was necessaiy to pass a law for- 
bidding, for a considerable peiiod, the 
slaughter of any animalB, "oxen, cows, 
calves, sheep, or poultiy.”* It was, 
unfortunately, not possible to provide 
by law against that extermination of 
the human population which had been 
decreed by P hilip and the Pope, 

Suc^ was the physical and moral 
condltaon of the provinces of HoUand 
and Zealand, The political constitution 
of both assumed, at this epoch, a some- 
what altered aspect. The union be- 
tween the two states, effected in June 

1 The work was, however, not fairly taken 
tn hand until the sprlngof 1677.— Wogenaer, 
vu. 156, sqql Bor, x. 810. 

» Beaol. HoU , Peb 28, 1676* bl. 97. Tan 
ITyn pp Wasrenoer, vlt IjA 1 

> Bor, ix. 668. Kluit, Bist. Hell. Bag., i. 
Ult et sqq. 'Wagenoer, viL 91. 


1575, required improvement. The ad- 
mimstraUon of justice, the conflicts of 
laws, and more particuiai-ly the levying 
of moneys and troops in equitable pro- 
portions, had not been adjusted with 
perfect smoothuess. The estates o 
the two provinces, assembled iu con- 
gress at Belft, concluded, therefore, a 
new act of union, whidi uos duly 
signed upon the 25th of April 1676.'’ 
Those estates, consisting of uie knights 
and nobles of HoUand, with the depu- 
ties from the cities and countships of 
Holland and Zealand, had been duly 
summoned by the Piince of Orange.-* 
They as fairly included all the political 
capacities, and furnished as copious a 
representation of the national will, as 
could be expected; for it is apparent, 
upon every page of his history, that 
the Prince, upon all occasions, chose to 
refer his policy to the approval and cou- 
iumation of as Lirge a portion of the 
people as any man in those days con- 
sidered capable or desirous of exercis- 
ing political functions. 

The new union consisted of eighteen 
articles. It was established tlmt de- 
puties from all the estates should meet, 
when summoned by tbe Pilnce of 
Orange or otherwise, on penalty of fine, 
and at the risk of moasui’es binding 
upon them being passed by the rest of 
the Congrc.,3 ‘ Freshly arising causes 
of litigation were to be referred to the 
Piinoe.'' Free intercoui'se and traffic 
through the united provinces was gua- 
ranteed.^ The confederates were mu- 
tually to assist each other in preventing 
ali injustice, wrong, or violence, even 
towards an enemy.* The authority of 
law and the pure administration of 
justice were mutually promised by the 
contracting states ° The common ex- 
penses were to be apportioned among 
the different provinces, "as if they 
were all included in the republic of a 
single city.’'“ Nme eommissioneiB, 
appointed by the Prince on nomination 
by the estates, were to sit permanently, 

^ Bor, IX 66S Wageuoer, -rii 93. Kluit, L 
116, sqq 

s Art. 3. The document Is given In AiU 
by Bor, ix. 668, sqq. 
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■BB liis ad-Tisera, and as asseasora and 
ooUectoiB of the taxes.^ The tenure 
of the union was from six months to 
six months, with six weeks’ notice.’ 

The framers of this compact having 
thus defined the general outlines of 
the confederacy, declared th.it the 
government, thus constituted, should 
be placed under a single head. They 
accordingly conferred supreme autho. 
nty on the Prince,'* definmg his powers 
in eighteen articles. He was declared 
chief commander by Lind and sea. He 
was to appoint all officers, from gene- 
rals to subalterns, and to pay them at 
his discretion.^ The whole protection 
of the land was devolved upon him. 
He was to send garrisons or troops into 
every city and village at his plcasuic, 
without advice or consent of the 
estates, magistrates of the cities, or 
any other persons whatsoever.’ He 
was, in b ehalf of the King as Count of 
Holland and Zealand, to c.iuse justice 
to be administered by the supreme 
court.’ In the same capacity he was 
to piovide for vacancies m all political 
and judicial offices of importance,’ 
choosmg, mth the advice of the eatatci; 
one officer for each vacant post out of 
three candidates nominated to him by , 
that body.® He uas to appoint and i 
icnew, at the usual times, the inagis- | 
tiacies in the cities, accordmg to the ; 
ancient constitutions He was to make i 
changes in those boards, if necessary, ‘ 
at unusual times, with consent of 
the majority of those representing the 
great council and coiyiua of the said < 
cities.’ He was to uphold the aiitho- 1 
rity and pre-eminence of all civil func- 
tionaries, and to prevent govemois and 
nuhtary officers from ta&ng any cog- 
nis.ince of political or judicial afTairs. 
With regard to religion, he was to 
mamtain the practice of the Beformed 
Kvangelical religion, and to cauee to sur- 
cetue the exercise of all other rehgions 
contrary to the Gospel, He was, how- 


ever, not to permit that inquisttion 
shoidd be made into any man's belief or 
conscience, or that any man by cam 
thereof shMild suffer trouble, injury, or 
hindrance.^ 

The league thus concluded was a 
confederation betweciyi gioup of vir- 
tually independent httle republica. 
Each municipality was, as it were, a 
little sovereign, sending envoys to r 
congress to vote and to sign as pleai- 
I potentiaries. The vote of each city 
I was, therefore, mdivisible, and it mat- 
I tered little, practically, whether there 
were one deputy or several. The 
nobles represented not only their oiui 
ordci, but weie supposed to act al-i 
' in behalf of the rnral population. Uii 
the whole, there was a tolerably fair 
representation of the whole nation. 

I The people were well and worthily re- 
. presented in the government of each 
I city, and therefore equally so in the 
' assembly of the estates.** It w.is nfpt 
till later that the corporations, by tlia 
extinction of the popular element, mil 
by the usurpation of the right of sell- 
election, were thoroughly stiffened into 
fictitious personages which nevei died, 
and w hich were never thoroughly alh e. 

At this epoch the provincial lihci- 
ties, BO far as they could niaintim 
themselves against Spanish despotism, 
were practical and substantial. The 
govemmenn was a representative one,*’ 
in which all those who had the inclina- 
tion posseBsed, in one mode or another, 
a voice. Although the various mem- 
bers of the confederacy were locally 
and practically lepublics, or self-go- 
verned little commonwealths, tlio 
general government which they estib- 
lished was, in form, monarchical. The 
powers conferred upon Orange con- 
stituted him a soveieign ad interim, 
for while the authority of the Sponi&li 
monarch remained suspended, the 
Prince was invested, not only with 
the whole executive and appointmg 


I Article 11 s Articles 17 end 18. • Aitioie 13 

• Articles of Union, Bor, ix 620 » Ibid. 15 — *' Bonder dat syne E sal too- 

’ Articles 1 and 3 • Ibid. 5-7 laton dat men op jemands goloof op con- 

1 “tael® 8. Bcientie sal mqmreren of datYjemaud ter 

. * Uompare Eluit, HoU. Staatsreg , 1 121, cause van dio eenigo mooycnis, injune, o* 

letsel angedapn sal worden,” etc , etc. 

^’ir^*-^*****'® Uoufinentery on aa Compare Klulit Holl. Staatsreg., i. 13C- 
Ihis article —HoU Btaatareg , 1. 121. 122. ii Kluit, Ifp. 130. 
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power, bat even with a Teiy large 
ehore in the legialative functions of 
the state. ^ 

The whole system was rather prat^- 
cal than theoretical, without any accu- 
rate distribution of political powers. 
In liTing, en|rgebic communities, 
where the blood of the body pohtic 
circulates swiftly, there is an inevi- 
table tendency of the different organs 
to sympathise and commingle muie 
dosely than d pnori philosophy would 
allow. It 18 usually more dcsiiable 
than practicable to kecji the executive, 
legisLitive, and judicial departments 
eutii ely independent of each other.^ 
Certainly, the Prince of Orange did 
not at that moment indulge in specu- 
lations concerning the nature and 
origin of government. Tlie Congress 
of Delft had just clothed him i\ ith al- 
most legal authority. In hia hands 
were the powers of war and peace, 
joint control of the magistracies and 
courts of justice, absolute supremacy 
over the aimy and the fleets. It is 
tiue that these attnbutes had been 
coufeiTed upon him ad interim, but it 
depended only upon himself to make 
the sovereignty personal and pei-ma- 
aent.'* He was so thoroughly ab- 
sorbed in hia work, however, that he 
did not even see the diadem which ho 
ut aside. It was small matter to 
im ivhether they called him stad- 
holder or guardian, pi nice or king 
Ho was the father of ins couiitiy and 
its defender. The people, fi om highest 
to lowest, called him *' Father Wil- 
liam,” and the title was enough for 
him. The question with him was, 
not what men should call him, but 
how he should beat accomplish his task 
So httle was he inspired hy the 
sentiment of self-elevation, that he 
was aniiously seeking for a fitting 
person — strong, wise, and willing 
enough — to exercise the sovereignty 
which was thrust upon himself, but 
which he desired to exchange against 
on increased power to be actively 
useful to his country. To expel the 
foreign oppis-ssor — to strangle the In- 

r Klult, 1. 125 3 

•Compare Guizot, du’SyBteme Repre- 
Bontntil, t. i. 


quisition — to maintain the anoieni 
hberties of the nation — here was 
labour enough for his own hands. 
The vulgar thought of carving a 
throne out of the misfortunes of his 
country seems not to have entered his 
mind. Upon one point, however, the 
Prince been peremptory. Ha 

would have no persecution of the 
opposite creed. He was requested 
to suppress the Catholic religion, in 
terms. As we have seen, he caused 
the expression to be exchanged for 
the words, “ religion at variance with 
the Gospel.” He resolutely stood out 
against all meddhng with men’s con- 
sciences, or inquiring into their 
thoughts. AVhile smiting the Spanish 
Inquisition into the dust, he would 
have no Calvinist inquisition set up 
ui its place. Eai-nestly a convert to 
the Beformed religion, but hatmg and 
denouncing only what was coirupt in 
the ancient Church, he would not force 
men, with file and sword, to travel to 
heaven upon his own road. Thought 
should be toll-free. Neither monk 
nor mimster should bum, drown, or 
hang hia fellow-creatures, when argu- 
ment or expostulation failed to redeem 
them from error. It was no small 
virtue in that age to rise to such a 
height Wo know what Calvinists, 
Zwinglians, Lutheians, have done in 
the Ketherlauds, in Germany, in 
Switzerland, and almost a century 
later in New England. It is, there- 
fore, with increased veneration that 
we regard this large and truly catholic 
mmd His tolerance proceeded from 
no indifference. No man can read his 
private writings, or form a thorough 
acquamtance with his interior life, 
without recognising him as a deeply 
religious man. He had faith unfalter- 
ing in God. He had also faith in 
man, and love for his brethren. It 
was no wonder that in that age of ro- 
bgious bigotiy he should have been 
assaulted on both sides. While the 
Pope excommunicated him as a here- 
tic, and the King set a price upon hia 
head as a rebel, tiie fanatics of the ne wjae 

a Compare ^roon v Fnnst., An^VSS et 
Conespoadance, v. UO-SSii. ^ , 
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possible that the Xing oould be in Heforming spirit had giown languid 
earnest then, even if a Medicean Valois from various causes. The self-Bc^mg 
could ever be otherwise than trcacher- motives of many Protestant princes 
ouB, It was almost certain, therefore, had disgusted the nobles. Was that 
that a reaction would take place ; but the object of the bloody wars of rell* 
it is easier for us, three centuries after gion, that a few potentates should be 
the event, to mark the precise moment enabled to enrich themselves by con- 
of reaction, thilh it was for the moat fiscatmg the broad lands and accumu- 
far.Beeingoontemporaiy to foretell how lated treasures of the Church? Had 
soon it would occur. In the mean- the creed of Luther been embraced 
time, it was the Prince’s cue to make only for such untvortliy ends ? Those 
use of this sunshine while it lasted, suspicions chilled the aidour of thon- 
Already, so soon as the union of 2oth sands, particularly among Uie greater 
of April had been concluded between ones of the land. Moreover, the dis- 
Holland and Zeah-uid, he hod forced cord among the Beformers themselves 
the estates to open negotiations with waxed daily, and became more and 
France.* The provmccs, although more mischievous. Neither the people 
desirous to confer sovereignty upon nor their leaders ooiUd leam that, not 


him, wcie indisposed to renounce their 
eld allegiance to their King m older 
to place it at the disposal of a foreigner. 
Nevertheless, a resolution, at the re- 
il erated demands of Orange, was passed 
by the estates, to proceed to the change 
of master, and, for that piii-poso, to 
treat with the King of France, his 
brother, or any other foreim poten- 
tate, who would receive these pro- 
rinees of Holland and Zealand uiider 
his government and protection.* Ne- 
gotiations were accordingly opened 
with the Duke of Anjou, the dilettante 
leader of the Huguenots at that re- 
inaikable juncture. It w.as a pity 
tli.it no better ebampion could bo 
looked for among the anointed of tlis 
earth tlian the false, fickle, fooh-h 
Alenfon, whose career, everjivhera 
contemptible, w.a3 non hero so flagi- 
tious as in the Netherlands. By the 
fourteenth article of the Peace of 
Paris, the Prince was reinstated and 
secured in his principality of Orange, 
and his other possessions in France 
The best feeling, for the time being, 
was ntanifested between the Frondi 
court and tiic Ifcfoimation.'* 

Thus much for England and Franco. 
As for Germany, the prospects of the 
Netherlands were not flattering. The 

1 BcboL V Holl., 64, 65. Grocn y. Frlnsl:., 
y. 841. 3 Ibid » Ibid. > Bor, iz aS4. 

4 The IBdict, or Peace of Pens, in sixty- 
three artidee, is published a I len^h, by 
Bir, iz. 6S3-690 — Oomporo Gnscav rriiist., 
y. B49-851. Bo Tlioi^, t. y. 1. yii. 413 


A new doctiinc, but a wiae toleration 
for all Christian doctidnes, was wanted. 
Of new doctrines there was no lack. 
Lutherans, Calvinists, Flaccianists,Ma- 
joiissts, Adiaphoiists, Brantiauists, Ubi- 
quitists, BwaiTned and contended pell* 
mell ® In this theic would have been 
small harm, if the Boformeis had 
known what reforiDation meant. But 
they could not invent or imagine 
toleration. ^ All claimed the privilego 
of persecuting. There were sagacious 
and honest men among the great ones 
of the coimtry, but they were but few. 
'Wise William of Hesse strove hard to 
effect a Concordia among the jarring 
sects; Count John of Kassau, though 
a passionate Calvinist, did no less; 
while the Elector of Saxony, on the 
other hand, raging and roaiing like a 
bull of Boshan, was for sacrilicmg the 
interest of millions on the altar of hia 
personal spite. Cursed was his tribe 
if he forgave tho Prince. He had done 
what he could at the Diet of Batisbon 
to ezcludo all Qalvinists fiom a pnrtioi* 
pation in the religious peace of Gei^ 
many,^ and he redoubled his efforts to 
prevent the extension of any beneffta 
to the Calvinists of tho Netherlands. 
These determinations had I’emained 
constant and intense. 

3 Seo in paiiieular a letter of OaOB^ 
of Nassau to tlio Fniice of Orsoge^ 
Billomberft, May 9, 1570.»ArdiiVM 
Matson d'Uranp^e, y, 849^8. 

4 Groen 'A Prinst, Arbbiyea^ ote.^ 



On the whole, the political appear- 
ance o£ Germany was as menacing as 
that of France Beemed for a time 
farourahle to the sclicmea of Orange. 
The quarrels of the princes, and the 
daily widening schism between Lu- 
therans and Calvinists, seemed to 
bode little good to the cause of reli- 
giouB freedom. The potentates were 
perplexed and at vanance, the nobles 
lukewarm and discontented. Among 
the people, although subdivided into 
hostUe factions, there was more life. 
Here, at least, were heartiness of 
love and hate, onthu&iastic conviction, j 
earnestness and agitation. ** The true 
religion,” wrote Count John, ''is spread- 
ing doily among the common men. 
Among we poweiful, who think them- 
selves highly learned, and who sit m 
roses, it grows, alas, little. Here and 
there a Kicodemus or two may be 
found, but things will hardly go better 
here than in France or the Kether- 
londs," ^ 

Thus, then, stood afFaira in the neigh- 
bouring countries. The pro&pcct was 
olock in Germany, more encouitigiug 
in France, dubious, or wotno, m Eng- 
land. More work, more anxiety, more 
desperate struggles than ever, devolved 
upon the Frince. Secretary Bi unynck 
wrote that his illustrious chief was 
tolerably well in health, but so loaded 
with affairs, sorrows, and travails, that, 
from morning till night, he had scarcely 
leisure to breathe.^ Besides his multi- 
tudinous correspondence with the pub- 
lic bodies, whose labours he habitually 
directed; with the various estates of 
the provinces, which he was gradually 
moiUding into an organised and general 
resistance to the Spanish power; with 
public envoys and with secret agents 
to foreign cabinets, all of whom re- 
ceived their instructions from him 
alone; with individuals of eminence 
I and ii^uence, whom he was eloquently 
I urging to abandon their hostile position 
I to their fatherland and to assist him 

1 Archives, etc., de la Maison. d’Orango, 

I V. 846, 847. 8 Ibid., V 305. 
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in the gieat work which he was domg; 
besides these numerous avocations, he 
was actively and anxiously engaged 
during the spring of 1576, with the 
attempt to relieve the city of Zierick- 
xee.* 

That important placj), the capital of 
Schouwen, and tho key to half Zeor 
land, had remained closely invested 
since the memorable expedition to 
Duiveland. The Piince had passed 
much of his time in the neighboiu^ 
hood, during the month of ilay, ia 
order to attend personally to the con- 
templated relief, and to conespond 
daily with the beleagueied ganison* 

I At last, on the 25th of May, a vigoions 
\ effort was made to thiow in succour bj' 
sea. The brave Admiral Boisot, hero 
of the memorable relief of Lc^iluu. 
had charge of the expedition, liluu- 
diagon had surrounded the shallow 
harbour with hulks and chains, and 
with a loose submerged dyke of piles 
and rubbish. Against this obotacle 
Boisot drove his ship, the Ited Lm, 
with his customary audacity, but did 
not succeed in cutting it thiouph 
His vessel, the largest of the fleet, be- 
came entangled : he was, at the same 
time, attacked from a distance by the 
besiegers. Tho tide ebbed, and left 
his ship aground, while tho other 
vessels had been beaten back by the 
enemy, Kight approached, and tliere 
was no possibility of accomplishing 
ihe enterprise. His ship iias lio]ie 
lessly stranded. With the mornings 
sun his captivity was ccitain. Ihitlicr 
than fall into the hands of his enemy, 
he sprang into the sea, followed Ly 
three hundred of his compainoiM, 
some of whom were fortunate enough 
! to effect their escape. The gallant 
I Admiral swam a long time, sustained 
' by a broken spar. Night and' dark- 
I ness came on before assistance could 
I be rendered, and he perished.** Tims 
died Louis Boisot, one of the most 
enterprising of the early champions of 

de la Maison d’Orango, v. 364'-363 Ale- 
teron, v. 108. — ^Thelast^iatorian erroneously 

f ives the 12th of Juno instead Oi.- tho 25th of 
lay as tho date of the imfortunato adsen- 
ture. Cabio^ xi ,646, who states the loss 
of the Orongists at eight hundred and up* 
wards 



Netharland freedom one of the 
bravest precuisors of that race of 
r heroes, the commanders of the Hol- 
' land navy. The PrincB deplored his 
loss deeply as that of a "valiant gen- 
tleman, and one well affectioned to 
the common cause.” ^ His brother, 
Charles Boisot, SS will be remembered, 
bad perished by treachery at the first 
landing of the Spanish troops, after 
their perilous passage fiom Duiveland. 
Thus both the brei£ren had laid down 
their lives for their country, on this 
its outer barrier, and in the hour of its 
utmost need The fall of the be- 
leaguered town could no longer be de- 
ferred. The Spaniards were, at last, 
to receive the prize of that romantic 
valour which had led them across the 
bottom of the sea to attack the city. 
Neaily nine months had, however, 
elapsed since that achievement, and 
the Grand Commander, by whose 
orders it had been undertaken, had 
been four months in his grave. He 
was permitted to see neither the long- 
delayed success which crowned the 
enterprise, nor the procession of disas- 
ters and crimes which were to mark it 
as a most fatal success. 

On the 21st of June 1576, Zierickzee, 
instructed by the Prince of Orange to 
accept honourable terms, if offered, 
agreed to surrender. Mondragou, 
whose soldiers were in a state of 
Bufiering, and ready to break out in 
mulmy, was but too happy to grant 
an honourable capitulation. The gar- 
rison were allowed to go out with 
their arms and personal baggage. The 
ritizens ;vere pennittod to retain or 
esume their privileges and clL-wters, 
on payment of two hundred thousand 
guldens. Of sacking and burning 
there was, on this occarion, fortu- 
nately, IIP question ; but the first half 
of the commutation money was to be 
paid in cosh. There was but little 
money in the impoverished httle 
town, but mint-masters were ap- 
pointed by the magistrates to take 
their seats at once m the Hotel de 

1 Arcbivos, etc. v. SOT. 
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I Ville. The citizens brougdit their 
I spoons and silver dishes, one after 
another, which were melted and 
coined into dollars and half-dollars, 
until the payment was satisfactorily 
adjusted. Thus fell Zierickzee, to the 
deep regret of tiie Prince. " Had we 
received the least succour in the world 
from any side,” he wrote, "the poor 
city should never have fallen. I could 
get nothing from Prance or Hnglaud, 
with all my efforts. Nevertheless, we 
do not lose courage, but hope that, al- 
though abandoned by all the world, the 
Lord God will extend His right hand 
over us.” ® 

The enemies were not destined to 
go further. Prom their own hand now 
came the blow which was to expel them 
from the soil which they had so long 
polluted. No sooner was Zierickzee 
captured than a mutiny broke foith 
among several companies of Spaniards 
and 'U^alloons, belonging to the army 
in Schouweu.* A large number of tim 
most inlluential officers had gone to 
Brussels, to make arrangements, if pos- 
sible, for the payment of tiie troops. 
In their absence there was more scope 
for tiie arguments of the leading muti- 
neers; — arguments, assuredly, not en- 
tirely destitute of j'ustice or logical 
precision. If ever labourers were 
worthy of their hire, certainly it was 
the Spanish soldiery. Had they not 
done we work of demons for mne years 
long? Could Philip or Alva have 
foimd in the wide world men to exe- 
cute their decrees with more unheritat- 
ing docility, with more sympathising 
eagerness! What obstade had ever 
given them pause in their career of 
duty! IVhat element had they not 
braved ! Had not they fought within 
the bowels of the earth, beneath the 
depths of the sea, within blazing cities, 
and upon fields of ice! Where was 
the work which had been too dork and 
bloody for their performance! Bad 
they not elaughtei^ unarmed human 
beings by townfuls, at the word of 
command! Had they not eaten the 
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fledi aad drank the heart's blood of 
their enemies ? Had they not stained 
the house of God with wholesale maa- 
saere ? AVliat altar and what hearth- 
stone had they not profaned ? What 
fatigue, what danger, what crime, had 
ever checked tnem for a moment T 
.Viid for all this obedience, labour, and 
bloodobed, were they not even to be 
paid such wages as the commonest 
clown, who only toie the earth at 
home, icceived* Did Philip believe 
that a few thousand Spaniards were to 
execute his sentence of death against 
three millions of Hctherlanders, and 
be cheated of their pay at last f 
It was in vain tlmt arguments and 
expostulations were addressed to sol- 
diers who were suiForlng from want, 
and maddened by mjustice. They de- 
termined to take their caime into their 
own hand, as they had often done be- 
fore. By the 15 th of July, the mutiny 
was general on the ialo of Sohoiiwen.^ 
Promises were freely offeied, both of 
pay and pardon; appeals weie made 
to thoir old sense of honour and loyaH y ; 
but they had had enough of promises, 
of honour, and of work. IVbat tliey 
wanted now wcie shoos and jerkins, 
bread and meat, and money. Money 
they would have, and that at once. 
The King of Spain was their debtor. 
The NethciUnds belonged to the King 
of Spain. They would therefore levy 
on the Hetherlanda for payment of 
their debt. Certainly this was a logi- 
cal deduction. They knew by expe- 
rience that this process had bcretofc/re 
excited more indignation in the minds 
of the Kcthcrland people than in that 
of their master. Moreover, at this 
juncture, they cared little for their 
sovereign's displeasure, and not at aU 
for that of the Netherlanders By the 
middle of July, then, the mutineers, 
now entirely beyond control, held their 
ofdcers impiiaoned within their quar- 
ters at Zierlckzee. They even sur- 
rounded the house of Mrndragon, who 
had BO often led them to victory, call- 
ing upon him with threats and taunts 


to furnish them with money.’ The 
veteran, roused to fury by their insub- 
ordination and their taunts, sprang 
from his house into the midst of the 
throng. Baring liis breast before them, 
he fiercely invited and dared their 
utmost violence. Of Ua life-hlood, he 
told them bitterly, ho* was no nlggaid, 
and it was at their disposal. IIii 
wealth, had he possessed any, would 
have been equally tbeiis.® Shamed 
into temporary respect, but not tirnied 
from their puixiose by the cbolcr el 
their chief, they left him to himself. 
Soon afterwards, having swept Sdimt 
wen island bare of everything nhieli 
could be consumed, the mutuiccis 
swarmed out of Zealand into Biabint, 
devouring as they went * 

It was their purpose to hover for a 
time in the neighbomhood of the 
capital, and either to force the Council 
of State to pay them their long an cue, 
or else to seise and sack the liclicst 
city upon which they could lay their 
hands. Tho compact, diseiplmed 
mass, rolled hither and thither, with 
uncertainty of purpose, but with the 
same military precision of movement 
which had always characterised these 
icmaikable mutinies. It gathcied 
stiength daily. Tho citizens of Unis- 
eels contemplated with dismay tho 
eccontrio and threatening appiiiiion 
They knew that rapine, miii der, and 
all the worst evils which man c.111 
inflict on his brethren, were pent w i thin 
it, and would soon dosoend. Yet, men 
with all their past experience, did the;, 
not foresee the depth of woo which 
was really impending. Tho miitiueeie 
had diecaided such of their ofikora as 
they could not compel to obedience, 
and bad, as usual, chosen their llleit 
Many straggling companies joined 
them an thoy swept to and fio. They 
came to Herenthals, where they were 
met by Count M.ansfcld, who w.is 
deputed by the Council of State ta 
treat with them, to appeal to them, to 
pardon them, to offer them every tUuig 
but money. It may be supposed that 
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Iho success of the oommandeT-m-chiet 
was no better than that of Hondiagon 
oud hie subalterns. They laughed 
him to scorn when he reminded &em 
how their conduct was tarnishing the 
gloiy which they had acquu-ed by 
nine years of heroism. They an- 
swered, with tfleir former cynicism, 
that glory could be put neitW into 
pocket nor stomach. They had no 
use for it ; they had more than 
enough of it. Give them money, or 
give them a dtyj ^ these were their 
last terms. 

Sorrowfully and bodingly Hansfeld 
withdrew to consult again with the 
State Council. The mutineers then 
made a demonstration upon Mechlin, 
but tliat city having fortunately 
strengthened its gamson, was allowed 
to escape. They then hovered for a 
time outside the walls of Brussels. 
At Orimsberg, where they paused for 

short penod, they held a parley 
with Captain Monteadoeca, whom they 
received with fair words and specious 
pretences. Ho returned to Brussels 
with the favourable tidings, and the 
mutineers swarmed off to Assche. 
Thither Montesdocca was again de- 
spatched, with the expectation that he 
would be able to bring them to terms, 
but they drove him off with jeers and 
threats, finding that he brought neither 
money nor the mortgage of a populous 
city. The next day, after a feint or 
two in a diffeient duection, they made 
a sudden swoop upon Alost, in Flan- 
ders. Here they had at last made 
their choice, and the ton n was carried 
by storm. AH the inhabitants who 
opposed them were butchered, and 
the mutiny, at last established in a 
capital, was able to treat with the 
State Council upon equal terms. They 
were n#w between two and three 
thousand strong, disciplined, veteran 
troops, posted m a strong and wealthy 
city. One hundred polishes belonged 
to the jurisdiction of Alost, ell of 
which were immediately laid under 
contribution.* 

The excit^ent was now intense in 

1 Bor, iz. 602. tleterci^ vi. ^C. Hoold, 
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Brussels. Anxiety and alarm had givmi 
place to rage, and the whole population 
rose in arms to defend the capital, 
which was felt to be in imminent dan- 

f er. This spontaneous courage of the 
urghers prevented the cat^rophe, 
which was reserved for a sister inty. 
Meantime, the indignation and horror 
excited by the mutiny were so uni- 
versal th,at the Council of State could 
not withstand the pressm-e. Sven the 
women and children demanded dally 
in the streets that the rebel soldiers 
should be declared outlaws. On the 
26t]i of July, accordingly, the King of 
Spam was made to pronounce his 
Spaniai ds traitors and murderers. All 
men were enjoined to slay one or all 
of them, wherever they should be 
found; to refuse them bread, water, - 
and fire, and to assemble at sound of 
bell, in every city, whenever the magis- 
trates shotdd order an assault upon 
them.* A still more stringent edict 
was issued on the 2d of August,* and 
so eagerly had these decrees been ex- 
pects, that Hiey were published 
throughout Flanders and Brabant al- 
most ns soon as issued. Hitherto tbs 
leadmg officers of the Spanish anny 
had kept aloof from the insurgents, 
and frowned upon their proceedings. 
The Spanish member of the State 
Coimcil, Jerome de Boda, had joined 
without opposition in the edict. As, 
however, the mutiny gathered strength 
on the outside, the indignation waxed 
daily within the capital. The citizens 
of Brussels, one and all, stood to their 
arms. Hot a man could enter or leave 
without their permission. The S}>an- 
iaida who were in the town, whether 
soldiers or merchants, were regarded 
with suspidon and abhorrence. The 
leading Spanish officers, Bomero, Mon- 
tesdocca, Yerdugo, and others, who 
had attempted to queU the mutiny, 
had been driven off with threats and 
oursee, their soldiere defying them and 
brandishing their swords m their very 
faces. On the other hand, they were 
looked upon with ill-will by ihe He- 
therlanders. ThemostprominentSpon- 
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Idi petsonagea in Brussela were kept 
in a Btate of half-imprisonment.^ Bo- 
mero, Boda, Verdugo, were believed 
to favour at heart the cause of their 
rehelliouB troops, and the burghers of 
Brabant had come to consider all the 
King’s army in a state of rebellion. 
Belienng the State Council powerless 
to protect them from the impenduig 
storm, they regarded that body with 
little respect, keeping it, as it were, in 
durance, while the Spaniards were 
afraid to walk the streets of Brussels 
for fear of being murdered. A retamer 
of Boda, who had ventured to defend 
the character and conduct of his mas- 
ter before a number of excited citizens, 
was slain on the spot.^ 

In Antwerp, Champagny, brother of 
GranveUe, and governor of the city, 
was disposed to cultivate friendly rela- 
tions with the Prince of Orange. Cham- 
pagny hated the Sp.aniards, and the 
hati ed seemed to est.abhsh enough of 
sympathy between himself and the 
libel al party to authorise confidence 
in him. The Punoo dealt with him, 
but regarded him waiily* Fifteen 
companies of Oermau troops, mider 
Colonel Altaemst, w ere suspected of a 
strong inolination to join the mutiny. 
They were \\ itlulrawn from Antwerp, 
and in their room came Count Ober- 
stein, with his regiment, who swore to 
admit no suspicious person inside the 
gates, and in all things to obey the 
orders of Cliampagny.'* In the citadel, 
however, matters were very threaten- 
ing. Sancho d’Avila, tlio governor, 
although he hod not openly ]oined the 
revolt, treated the edict of outlawry 
against the rebellious soldiery with 
derision. He refused to publish a de- 
cree which he proclaimed infamous, 
and which had been extoi ted, in his 
opinion, from an impotent and trem- 
bling council.® Even Champagny had 
not desired or dared to pubhsh the 
edict within the city. The reasons 
alleged were his fears of irritating and 


alarming the foreign merchants, whoso ... 
position was so critical and friendship 
so important at that moment® On 
the other hand, it was loudly and joy- 
fully published in most other towns of 
Flanders and Brabant. In Brussels 
there were two partiga: one holduig 
the decree too audacious for his Majes- 
ty to pardon ; the other clamouring for 
its instantaneous fulfilment. By far 
the larger and more influential portion 
of the population favoured the niei- 
sure, and wished the sentence of out- 
lawry and extermination to he extend 
ed at once against all Spaniards and 
other foreigners in the service of the 
King. It seemed imprudent to wait 
until all the regiments had formally 
accepted the mutmy, and concentrated 
themselves into a single body. ' 

At this juncture, on the last day of 
July, the Marquis of HavriS, brother to 
the Duke of Aerschot, arrived out of 
Spain ® He iv.as charged by the King 
with conciliatory but unmeanmg 
phrases to the estates Tlio occasion 
was not a happy ono. There never 
was a time when direct and vigoroiu! 
action had been more necessary. It 
was probably tbe King’s desiie then, 
as much as it ever had been las desire 
at all, to make up the quarrel with hia 
pros inoes. lie had been weaned w ith 
tbe policy which Alva had enfoiccrt, 
and for which he endeavoured at thit 
period to make the Duke appear le- 
sponsible. The barren olemoncywhich 
the Grand Commander had been in- 
stmeted to affect, had deceived but 
few persons, and had produced but 
small results. The King svas, perhaps, 
really inclined at this juncture to es- 
ercisB clemency — that is to say, he 
was willing to pardon his people fur 
having contended for their rights, pio- 
vided they were nosv willing tb resign 
them for ever. So the Catholic reli- 
gion and his own authonty were ex- 
clusively and ins-iolably seouicd, ha 
was willing to receive his disobedient 
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provinceB into favour. To accomplish 
this end, however, he had still no more 
fortunate conception than to tahe the 
advice of Hopper. A soothing pro- 
crastination was the anodyne selected 
for the hitter pangs of the body pohtac i 
— a vague expression of royal benignity 
the styptic to h^ applied to its mortal 
wounds. An intervid of hesitation was 
to bridge over the chasm between the 
provinces and their distant metropolis. 
“ The Marquis of Havrd has been sent,” 
said the King, " that he may expressly 
witness to you of our good intentions, 
and of our dcsiie, with the grace of 
God, to bring about a pacification."^ 
Alas, it was well known whence those 
pavements of good intentions had been 
taken, and whither they would lead 
They were not the material for a sub- 
stantial road to reconciliation. “Hia. 
Majesty,” said the Marquis, on deliver^ 
ing his report to the State Council, 
"has long been pondering over all 
things necessary to the peace of the 
land. His Majesty, like a very gra- 
cious and bountiful Prince, has over 
been disposed, in times part, to treat 
these, his subjects, by the best and 
sweetest means." * There being, how- 
ever, room for on opinion that so 
bountiful a prince might have dis- 
covered sweeter means, by all this 
pondeiing, than to bum and gibbet 
ms subjects by thousands, it was 
thought proper to insmuate that his 
oideis had been hitherto misunder- 
stood. Alva and Requesens had been 
unfaithful agents, who did not know 
their business, but it was to be set 
right in future “As the good-will 
and meaning of his Majesty has by no 
means been followed,” continued the 
envoy, “his Majesty has determined 
to send Councillor Hopper, keeper of 
the privy seal, and myself, hither- 
wards, to execute the resolutions of 
his Majesty.”’ Two such personages 
as poor, plodding, confused, time-serv- 
ing Hopper, and flighty, talkative* 
Bavrd, whom even Requesens de- 


spised, and whom Don John, white 
shortly afterwards recommending 1am 
for a state coimeUlor, characterised to 
Philip as "a very great scoundrel,’’* 
would hardly be able, even if royidly 
empowered, to undo the work of two 
preceding administrations. Moreover, 
Councillor Hopper, onfurtherthoughts, 
was not despatched at all to the Ne- 
therlands. 

The provinces were, however, as- 
sured by the King’s letters to the Bra- 
bant estates, to the State Council, and 
other public bodies, as well as by the 
report of the Marquis, that efficacious 
remedies were preparing in Madrid. 
The people were only to wait patiently 
tUl iiiey should arrive.* The pubhe 
had heard before of these nostrums, 
made up by the royal prescriptions in 
Spam; and wcie not hkely to accept 
them as a panacea for their present 
complicated disorders. Never, in 
truth, had conventional commonplace 
been applied more unseasonably. Here 
was a general nuhtary mutmy flaming 
in the very centre of the land. Hers 
had the intense hatred of race, which 
for years bad been gnawing at the 
heart of the country, at last broken 
out into most moh^aut manifesta- 
tion. Here was nearly the whole nsr 
tive population of every province, 
from grand seigneur to plebeian, from 
Catholic pi elate to Anabaptist artisan, 
exaejiciatcd alike by the excesses of 
SIX thousand foreign brigands, and 
united by a common hatred mto a 
band of brethren. Here was a State 
Council too feeble to exercise the 
authoiity which it had arrogated, 
trembhug botucen the wrath of its 
sovereign, the menacing cries of the 
Biussels burghera, and the wild threats 
of tho rebellious army, and held virtu- 
ally captive in tho capital which it was 
supposed to govern. 

Cort.iinly, tho confirmation of tie 
Council in its authoiity, foi on indefi- 
nite, even if for a briet period, was a 
most unlucity stop at this juncture, 
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^55 ' Rise of ikt 

Thero wero two parties in the pro- 
vinces, but one was far the most 
powerful upon the great point of the 
Spanish soldieiy, A vast majority 
were in favour of a declaration of out- 
lawry against the whole army, and it 
was thought desirable to improve the 
opportunity by getting rid of them al- 
together. If the people could rise en, 
masse, now that the royal goveinmeni 
was in abeyance, and, as it were, in the 
nation’s hands, the incubus might be 
cast off for ever. If any of the Spanish 
officers had been sincere m their efforts 
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science, that they care no more fui 
these great lords than for so many 
varlets." The writer, who had taken 
refuge, together with Jerome de Hofla 
and other Spaniards, or “Hispanio- 
liaed" persons, in Antwerp citadel, 
proceeded to sketch the pieparations 
which wero going on in Bniaaela, and 
the countei -measures which were mal: 
ing progress in Antwerp. “The states,” 
' he wrote, “ are enrolhiig troops, aaynij 
. 'tis to put down the mutmy ; but I as 
j sure you ’tis to attack the ai-my indiscri 
’ minately. To prevent such a Mll.mou3 


to arrest the mutiny, the sincerity was 
not believed. If any of the foreign 
regiments of the King appeared to 
hesitate at joining the Aloat crew, the 
hesitation was felt to be temporary. 
Ueontime, the important German regi- 
ments of Fiigger, Fronsbeiger, and 
Folwiller, with &eir colonels and other 
officers, had openly joined the rebel- 
lion,'- while there was no doubt of the 
sentiments of Sancho d’ Avila and the 
troops under his command.® Thus 
there were two great rallying-places 
for the sedition, and the most imiioi^ 
tant fortress of the oouutiy, the key 
which unlocked tlie richest city in the 
world, was in the hands of the muti- 
neers. The commercial capital of 
Europe, filled to the brim with accu- 
mulated treasures, and with the mer- 
ohandise of every clime, lay at the feet 
of this desperate band of brigands. 
The horrible result was but too soon 
to be made manifest. 

Meantime, in Brussels, the fow 
Spaniards trembled for their lives. 
The few officers dint up there were 
in imminent danger. “As the devil 
does not cease to do his work,” wrote 
Colonel Verdugo,® " he has put it into 
the heads of the Brabanters to rebel, 
taldng for a pretext the mutiny of the 
Spaniards. The Brussels men have 
handled their weapons so well against 
those toho mere placed there to protect 
them, that they have begun to kill tbs 
Spsiiiards, threatening likewise the 
Council of State. Such is their in- 


underhiking, troops of all nations arc as 
scmiling here, in order to march straight 
upon Brussels, there to enforce every 
thing which my lords of the Shte 
Council shall ordain.” Events were 
obviously hastening to a ciija— 
explosion, before long, was iiieiit.'liIo 
"I wish I had my horses heie,” ras 
tinued the Colonel, “and mugC beg 
you to send them. I see a hijck 
cloud hanging over our heads. I iom 
that the Eiabantinea will play Uie 
beasts so much, that they will have 
aU the Boldieiy at their thinats ” ‘ 
Jerome de Eoda had been forUm .tc 
enough to m,-ike his cw-jpo out oi 
Brussels,® and now claimed to be rols 
Governor of the Kcllicilands, a-> tl:» 
only remaining representative of ti'S 
State Council. His colleagues a ere m 
durance at the capital. Their auilio 
rity was dended. Although not yet 
actually imprisonsd, they weie .u 
reahty bound h.and and foot, ami 
compelled to take their orders eitli-r 
from the Brabant estates or fiom the 
burghers of Brussels. It was not an 
illogical proceeding, thoiofoic, that 
Boda, under the shadow of the Ant 
werp citadel, should set up his own 
person aa all that remained of the out- 
raged majesty of Spain. Till the new 
Governor, Don Juan, should airiie, 
whose appointment the King had al- 
ready communicated to the govern- 
ment, and who might be expected in 
the Netherlands before the close oi 
the autumn, the solitary councdloi 
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dauned to embody tlie whole Council.* 
He caused a new seal to be struck — a 
proceeding very unreasonably charged 
as forgeiy by the provincials — and 
forthwith began to thunder forth pro- 
damations and counter-proclamations 
in the King's name and under the royal 
seal.* It is difficult to see any tochnical 
crime or mistake in such a course. As 
a Spaniard, and a representative of bis 
Majesty, he could hardly be expected 
to take any other view of his duty. At 
any rate, being called upon to choose 
between rebellious Hetherlandeis and 
mutinous Spaniards, he was not long 
in making up tua mmd. 

By the beginning of September the 
mutiny was general. All the Spanish 
army, from general to pioneer, were 
united. The most important German 
troops had taken side with them. 
Sancho d'Avila held the citadel of 
Antwerp, vowing vengeance, and hold- 
ing open communication with the 
sSldiera at AJost.'* The Council of 
State remonstrated with him for his 
disloyalty. lie replied by rcfeiilng 
to ms long years of sorvioo, and by 
repioving uiem for aSecting an autho- 
rity which theirimprisoument rendered 
ridiculous.* The Spaniards were se- 
curely established. The various cita- 
dels which had been built by Charles 
and Philip to curb the country now 
effectually did their work. With the 


castles of Antwerp, Valenciennes, 
Ghent, Utrecht, Culemburg, Yiane^ 
Alost, in the hands of six thousand 
veteran Spaniards, the country seemed 
chained in every limb. The foreigner’s 
foot was on its neck. Brussels was 
almost the only considerable town out 
of Holland and Zealand which was 
even temporarily safe. The important 
city of Maestiicht was held by a Span- 
ish garrison, while other capital town 
and stations were in the power of the 
Walloon and German mutmeeis.° Tho 
depredations committed in the villages, 
the open country, and the cities, were in- 
cessant — the Sjianiaids treating eveiy 
Ketherhinder as their foe. Gentlemaa 
and peasant, Protestant and Catholic, 
piiest and layman, all were plundered, 
maltreated, outraged. The mdignation 
became daily moie general and mors 
intense.' There were fioquent skir- 
mishes between the soldiciy and pro- 
miscuous bands of peasants, citiscnsa 
and students: conflicts in which the 
S^iiarcls were invariably victorious. 
What could such h.rlf-anncd and 
wholly untrained partisans effect a- 
gainst the bravest and most experi- 
enced troops in the whole world! 
Such results only increased the general 
exasperation, while they impressed 
upon the whole people the necessity 
of some grCft aud general effort to 
throw off tho incubus. 
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II1IKA.11TIME, the Friuce of Orange sat 
at Middelbuig/ watching the storm. 
The position of Holland and Zealand 
with regard to the other fifteen pro- 
vinces was distinctly characterised. 
Upon certain points there was an ab- 
solute sympathy, while upon others 
there was a grave and almost fatal 
diilerence. It was the task of the 
Frmce to deepen the sympathy, to 
extinguish the difierenca. 

In Holland and Zealand there was 
a warm and nearly universal adhesion 
to the Beformed religion, a passionate 
attachment to the ancient political 
liberties. The Prince, although an 
earnest Calvinist himself, did all m his 
power to check the growing spirit of 
intolerance toward the old religion, 
omitted no opportunity of strengfiien- 
ing the attachment which the people 
justly felt for their hberal mstitutions. 

On the other hand, in moat of the 
other provinces, the Catholic religion 
had been regaining its ascendancy. 
Even in 1674, the estates assembled at 
Biussels declared to llcquescns, “that 
they would rather die tho death than 
see any change in their religion."* 
Th.it feeling had rather increai>a,l than 
dliuimshed. Although there was a 
stiong party attached to the i^v faith, 
there was perhaps a larger — certainly a 
more mfLuential body — which regarded 
the ancient Church with absolute 
fidelity. Owing partly to the perse- 
cution which had, in the couise of 
years, banished so many thousands of 
families from the soil, joartly to the 
coercion, which was moie strmgent in 
the immediate presence of the Crown’s 
representative, partly to the stronger 
infusion of the Celtic element, which 
from the earliest ages bad always been 
so keenly alive to the more sensuous 
and splendid manifestations of the de- 
votional principle — owing to these and 
many other causes, the old religion, 
despite of all the outrages which had 
been committed in its name, stOl num- 
bered a host of zealous adherents in 
the fifteen provinces. Attempts against 
Its sanotiiy were regarded with jealous 

* Bor, Iz. ess, sqq, « 

• “Batse lisver jyilien storvm do deed. 
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eyes. It was believed, and with raison, 
that there was a disposition on the part 
of tho Heformers to destroy it, root and 
branch. It was suspected that the same 
engmery of persecution would be em- 
ployed in its extirpation, should the 
opposite party gam jtbo supremacy, 
wliicb the Papists had so long em- 
ployed against the converts to the new 
religion. 

Aa to political convictions, the fifteen 
provinces differed much less flora their 
two sisters. There was a strong attich- 
ment to their old constitutions — .1 
general inclination to make use of tlio 
present ciisis to effect their restoii- 
tion. At the same time, it hid col 
come to he the general convictiuii, ,is 
in Holland and Zealand, that tho nuiu- 
tenance of those liboities was iiicoin- 
patible with the continuance of Pliilip’i 
authority. There was, moreoiei, a 
strong aristocratic faction which was 
by no means disposed to take a liberal 
view of govornmeiit in general, and re- 
garded with apprehension the simul 
taneous advance of heretical notaiii 
both m churdi and state. Still theie 
weie, on the whole, the elements ol 
a oonti oiling constitutional puty 
throughout tho fifteen piovinces. Ths 
gloat bond of sympathy, however, 
between all the seventeen wms then 
common hatred to the foreign so! 
diory. Upon this deeply imboJdcl, 
immovable fulcrum of an ancient iv 
tional hatred, the sudden niiitiny ei 
the whole , Spanish army senod .i 
lever of incalculable power. The 
Prince seized it as from the band of 
God. Thus armed, he pioposed to 
himself the task of upturning the nin"i 
of oppression under which the old 
liberties of the country bad so long 
been cruebed. To eifeot this object, 
adroitness was as requisite as com aga 
Expulsion of the foreign soldiery, 
imiou of the seventeen provinces, ? 
representative constitution, according 
to the old oharteiB, by the states gene- 
ral, under an hereditary chief, a laigs 
rehgiouB toleration, suppression of all 
inquisition into men’s Tonsciences-^ 

dan to Bien eenlga verandenngo in do 
Baligle,” etc. — ^Bsmonstrance, etc , In nor, 
viu, 918<>. 
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tixese were the great objects to which, 
the Prince now devoted himseU with 
renewed energy. 

To bring about a general orgonia^ 
tion and a general union^ much deli* 
cocy of handling was necessary. The 
sentiment of extreme Catholicism and 
Monarchism wts not to be suddenly 
scared into oppoation. The Prince, 
therefore, in ali his addresses and 
documents was careful to disclaim any 
hitentiott of disturbing the established 
religion, or of ma,king any rash politi- 
cal changes. "Let no man think,” 
said ho to the authorities of Liabani^ 
'Hhat, against the will of the estates, 
wo desire to bring about any change 
ill religion. Lot no one suspect us 
capable of prejudicing the rights of 
any man. We have long since taken 
up aims to maintain a legal and con- 
stitutional freedom, founded upon law. 
God forbid that we should now at- 
tempt to introduce novelties, by 
which the face of liberty should be 
dehled.”! 

Ill a brief end very spirited letter to 
Count Lalain, a Catholic and a loyalist, 
but a friend of his country and fer- 
vent hater of foreign oppression, he 
thus appealed to his sense of chivalry 
and justice; "Although the honour- 
able house from which you spiiiig,” he 
said, " and the virtue and courage of 
your ancestors, have always impressed 
me with the oonrtotion that you would 
follow in their footsteps, yet am I glad 
to have received pi oofs that my antici- 
pations were correct. I cannot help, 
therefore, entre.aving you to maintain 
the same high heart, and to accomphsh 
that which you have so worthily begun. 
Be not deluded by false masks, mum- 
ming faces, and borrowed titles, wliich 
people assume for their own profit, 
persuading others that the King’s ser- 
vice consists in the destruction of his 
subjects.” * 

While thus careful to offend no 
man’s religious convictions, to startle 
no man’s loyalty, he made skilful use 
of the general indignation felt at the 


atrocities of the mutinous army. This 
chord he struck boldly, powerfully, 
passionately, for he felt sure of the 
depth and strength of its vibraiSona 
In his address to the estates of Gelder- 
land,’ he used vigorous language, in- 
fiaimng and directing to a practical 
purpose the just wrath which vfas felt 
in that, as in every other province, 
“ I write to warn you,” he said, “ to 
seize this present opportunity. Shake 
from your necks the yoke of the god- 
less Spanish tyranny, join yoursdves 
at once to the lovers of the &therland, 
to the defenders of freedom. Accord- 
ing to the example of your own ances- 
tors and ours, redeem for the country 
its ancient laws, traditions, and pri- 
vileges. Permit no longer, to your 
shame and ours, a band of Spanish 
landloupers and other foreigners, to- 
gether with three or four seH-seeking 
enemies of their own land, to keep 
their feet upon our neeks. Let them 
no longer, in the very wantonness of 
tyranny, drive us about hke a herd 
of cattle — hke a gang of well-tamed 
slaves.” 

Thus, day after day, in almost count- 
less addresses to pubhc bodies and 
private individuals, he made use of 
the crisis to pile fresh fuel upon the 
fiamee. At the some time, while thus 
fanning the general indication, he 
had the adroitness to pomt out that 
the people had aheady committed 
themselves. He repiesented to them 
that the edict, by which tliey had 
denounced his Majesty’s veterans as 
outlaws, and had devoted them to the 
indiscriminate destruction which such 
brigands deserved, was likely to prove 
an unpardonable crime in tiie eyes of 
majesty. In short, they had entered 
the torrent. If they would avoid 
being dashed over the precipice, they 
must struggle manfully with the mad 
, waves of civil war into wliich they had 
j plunged. " I beg you, with all affec- 
tion,” he said to the states of Brabant,* 
" to consider the danger in which you 
have placed yoursMves. You have to 


> Letter tO'Btates of Brabant, in Bor, ix. 
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deal the proudest and most over- 
bearing race in the world. For these 
qualitiea they are hated by all other 
nations. They are even hateful to 
themselTes. ’Tis a race which seeks 
to domineer wheresoever it comes. It 
particulaily declares its intention to 
crush and to tyrannise you, my masters, 
and all the land. They have conquered 
you already, as they boast, for the 
Clime of lese-majesty has placed yon 
at their mercy. I tell you that your 
last act, by uhich you have declared 
this army to be rebels, is decisive. 
Xou have armed and excited the 
whole people againat them, even to 
the peasants and the peasants’ chil- 
dren, and the insults and injuries thus 
received, however riehly deserved and 
dearly avenged, are idl set down to 
your account. Therefore, ’tie neces- 
sary for you to decide now, whether 
to bo utterly ruined, yourselves and 
your children, or to continue firmly 
the work which you have begun boldly, 
and rather to die a hundred thousand 
deaths than to make a troaty with 
them, winch can only end in your 
ruin. Be assuied that the measure 
dealt to you will he ignominy as well 
as destruction. Let not your leaders 
expect the honourable scaflblds of 
Counts Egmont and Horn. Thewhip- 
piiig-post and then the gibbet will be 
their certom fate.”^ 

Having by this and similar language, 
upon vaiiouB occasions, sought to im- 
press upon his countrymen the gravity 
of the position, he led them to seek 
the remedy in audacity and in union. 
He famiharised them with his theoiy, 
that the legal, historical goveinment 
of the provinces belonged to the 
states-general, to a congress of nobles, 
clergy, and commons, appointed from 
each of the seventeen provinces.''* He 
maintained, with reason, that the 
government of the Ketherlands was 
a renresentative consHtutional govern- 
ment, -under the hereditary authority 
of the King.* To recover this oonsti- 


^ ’’Aendegailee of koka,” etc. Address 
to the Estates of Brabant, eto., Bor, ubi sup. 

a MustTO of Frmco of Oraugs to Blates- 
BOnend, in Bor, x. Ht-nt. ^ 

** Ulsiuve, eto , Bo^ ubi sup. 


tution, to lift up these dowii-troddon 
lighis, be set before them most ■rividly 
the necessity of union. “’Tis iinpoa. 
sihle,’’ he said, “that a ohaiiot should 
move evenly having its wheels un- 
equally proportioned; and ao must a I 
confederation be broken to pieces, li 
there be not an equal obligation on ‘ 
all to tend to a common purpose”* | 
Union, close, fraternal, such as became | 
provinces of a common oiigin and with 
similar laws, could alone save them 
from their fate. Union against a com- 
mon tyrant to save a common falIlc^ 
land. Union, by which differences of 
opinion should bo tolerated, in oitlEr 
that a million of hearts sliould bait 
for a common purpose, a milhou haneb 
work out, invmcibly, a common sil- 
■vation. '“’Tis hardly necessary,” he 
said, “to use many woids lu iccoiu- 
mendaticn of union. Pisiuiion lias 
been the cause of all our woc3. There 
is no remedy, no hope, save in t)io 
bonds of fiieiid liip. Let all parti- 
cular diBiigi Bomciits bo loft to the 
decision of the Eiaic.>-gonoial, lu order 
that with one heart and one will we 
may seek the discnthiulment of the 
fothcrland from the tyranny of sliin- 
gers ’’ ** 

'The first stop to a thorough umtm 
among all t*-i9 provinces ivas the 
aiTangement of a closer connexion 
between the now isol.ited states of 
Holland and Zeiiland on the one side, 
and their fifteen sisters on the other. 
The Pi race professed the reodine-s of 
those states svhich ho might bo ti-'l to 
rcpiesent in his single person, to d iw 
as closely as possible the hoiida of 
fellowaliip. It was ,almost supcifiuoua 
for him to promise his own ready co 
operation. “Nothing remains to I’s,” 
said he, “hut to discard all jealousy 
and distrust. Lot us, with a firm re- 
solution and a common accord, hbei .ita 
theee lands fi om the stranger.^ Hand 
to hand let us accomplish a just and 
genera] peace. As for myself, I pre- 
sent to you, with very good affection, 

* Gaehiiril, Corrcspondonco do GuiUauma 
lo Tacit , ui. 140^194, '* 

a Address to states of B,-ubaut, spud 
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mj person and all irhich I possess, 
assuring you that I shall regard all my 
labouTd aud pains in tinies which are 
past, well bestowed, if God now grant 
me grace to see the desired end« That 
this end will be reached, if yon hold 
fast your reso^tion and take to hcai t 
the means whmh God presents to you, 
I feel to be absolutely certain.”^ 

Such were the tenor and motiTea 
of the documents which he scattered 
broadcast at this crisis. They weie 
addressed to the estates of nearly every 
pi ovince. Those bodies wei e urgently 
implored to appoint deputies to a gene- 
ral congress, at which a close and for- 
mal union between Holland and Zea- 
land with the other provinces might 
be blTcctcd. That important measure 
secured, a general elTort might, at the 
same time, be made to expel the Span- 
iard from the soiL This done, the 
icmaining matters could be disposed 
of by the assembly of the estates-gene- 
I'al. His eloquence and energy were 
nob without effect In the course of 
the autumn, deputies were appointed 
from the greater number of the pro- 
vinces, to confer with the lepiescnto- 
bives of Holland and Zealand, in a 
general congress.^ The place appointed 
for tlie deliberations was the city of 
Ghent. Here, by the middle of Octo- 
ber, a large number of delegates were 
already assembled.’* 

£> cuts were rapidly rolling together 
from cvciy quarter, and accumulating 
to a crisis. A congicBS — a rebellious 
congress, as the King might doom it — 
was assembling at Ghent ; the Spanish 
army, proscribed, lawless, and terrible, 
was strengthening itself daily for some 
doak and m3r8tenous achievement; Don 
John of Austria, the King’s natural 


brother, was expected from Spain to 
assume the government, whi^ the 
State Council was too timid to wield 
and too loyal to resign * while, mean- 
time, the whole population of the 
Ketherlands, with har^y an exception 
was disposed to see the great question 
of the foreign soldiery setHed before 
the chaos then existing should be 
supersoded by a more definite autho- 
rity. Everywhere, men of all ranks 
aud occupations — the artisan in the 
city, the peasant in the fields — were 
deseiting their daily occupations to 
fuibioh helmets, handle muskets, and 
leain the trade of v/ar.^ Skirmishes, 
sometimes severe aud bloody, weie of 
almost daily occurrence. In these the 
Spaniards were invaiiably successful; 
for wh.atevcr may be said of their 
ciuelty and licentiousness, it cannot 
be disputed th.t-t their prowess was 
worthy of their renown. Eomantio 
valour, unfiincliiug foititude, consum- 
mate skill, clKiracterised them always. 
What could half-armed artisans achieve 
in the open plain against such accom- 
plished foes? At Tisnacq, between 
Xiouvain and Tirlemont, a battle was 
attempted by a large miscellaneous 
moss of students, peasantry, and bur- 
ghers, led by country squires.^ It 
soon changed to a carnage, in which 
the victims were all on one side. A 
small number of veterans, headed by 
Vargas, Mendoza, Tassis, and other 
cbn.. lions commanders, routed the 
undisciphiied thousands at a single 
charge. The rude militia threw away 
their arms, and fled panic-struck in aU 
directions, at the first sight of their 
terrible foe. Two Spania^ lost their 
hves and two thousand Kctherlanders.^ 
It was natural that these consummate 


1 Lctrbr to Estates of Brabant, Bor, lx. 
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the diief eommandors m*’tho affair, says no 
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w'oimded, slightly, in the foot ; hut he does 
not give the nutnher of the statos-troop^ 
Btudeuts, and burghers slnni — ^^endozo, XY. 
SOS. Cabrcni, xi 856, etitcs the number at 
two thousand. That butcr Walloon, Benom 
do Franoi^ who saw tlie States force pern 
tlirough I^uvam, on their way to the J~ 
counter, exults, as usual, CYor 1' 
fitiue of his own eountryinen. ■ ' 
i.vrds cut them all to pieoa “ 
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vrairion should despise such easily ' enrolling tor its protection. The stats 
slaughtered yictiinB. A. single stroke councillors obviously omitted to pro- 
oi the iron ilail, and the choiT tras vide tor defence, and it was supposed 
scattered to the tour winds; a single that they were secretly assisting the 
sweep of the disciplined scythe, and attack. It was thought important, 
countless acres were in an instant therefore, to disarm, or, at least, to 
mown, nevertheless, although beaten control this body wMc^ was impotent 
constantly, the netherlanders were not for protection, and seemed powerful 
conquered Holland and Zealand had only for mischief. It was possible la 
read the foe a lesson which he had not make it as contemptible as it was be- 
forgotten, and although on the oiien lieved to be malicious 
fields, and against the less vigorous An unexpected stroke was therefoi-e 
popnlation of the moie central pro- suddenly levelled against the Council 
Vinces, his triumphs had been easier, in full session. On the 6th of Sep- 
yet it was obvious that the spirit of tember,^ the Seigneur deHeze, a young 
resistance to foreign opipresslon was gentleman of a bold, but unstable chi- 
growing daily stronger, notwithstand- racter, then entertnming close but 
ing daily defeats secret relations with the I’nnce of 

Meantime, while these desultory but Ormige, appeai-ed before the doois of 
deadly combats were in daily progi ess, the palace. He was attended b} about 
the Council of State was looked upon five hundred troops, under the I'li- 
with suspicion by the mass of the mediate command of the Seigneur da 
population. That body, in which re- Ghmea, bailiff of Walloon Uiabuiit. 
sided provisionally the powers of go- He demanded admittance, in the name 
vemment, was believed to be de-^iraus of the Brabant estates, to the prcscncs 
of estahliiiing relations with the muti- of the State Council, and w as refused 
nous army. It was suspected of insi- The doors weie closed and bolted, 
diously provoking the oxcef!^es uhich Without farther ceremony tho Bolthcie 
it seemed to denounce. It was sup- pi oduced iron bars brought with them 
posed to be secretly iiitriguing with tor the purpose, forced all the pales 
those whom its own edicts had out- from the hinges, entered the hall uf 
lawed. Its sympathies were considered session, and at a word from then coiu- 
Spanish. It was openly boasted by mander, laid hands upon the counul- 
the Spanish army that, before long, lors, and made every one piisoiier.* 
they would descend from their fast The Duke of Aerschot, President of 
nesses upon Brussels, and give the the Council, who was then in clu-s 
city to the sword. A shuddeimg sense alliance with the Fiinoo, was ml 
of coming evil pervaded the population, present at the meeting, hut l.sy, fui c- 
but no man could say where the blow warned, at home, confined to his couch 
would first he struck. It was natural by a sickness assumed for the occa^l>') 1 l 
that the capital should bo thought ex- Vighus, who rarely participated iii the 
posed to imminent danger. At the deliberations of the boaidi being ah cady 
same time, while every man who had afflicted with the chi onic malady undir 
hands was disposed to bear arms to which he was ere long to succuiub, 
defend the city, the Council seemed also escaped the fate of his follow* 
paralysed. The capital was insuffl* senators.^ The others weic 'caiiiod 
ciently garriso&ed, yet troops were not into confinement. Berlaymont aiid 

^ Bor, ix. 712, Keteron, vi. 197, fix the Hoofd, x. 448. Metcren, vi 107 I B do 
date of this important tranBOctioa at the Tassis, Comm de Turn Belg , 1. id 207, 203 
14th September. A letter of William of > Ibid There ib, howovor, conoidcnible 
Orange to Count John of 9th September doubt upon this point Viglius wob id and 
stetos that it occurred on the 6th September, confined to his bed at the time of the Grand 
■^Archives de la Ifaiaon d’Oranre, etc , v. Commander’s death, in Sfarcl Ho ceased 
and note 1. Taasia gives the same date, to write letters to Hopper m ApnL The 
uL M7, S08. ^ arrest of tiie State Coiminl took place in 

. Correspondnnoe de Guifflinme September, and VigUus died on the 8th of 
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Mansfeld were imprisoned in the 
Brood-HuySj^ where the lost mortal 
hours of Egmont and Horn had been 
passed. Others were kept strietly 
guarded in their own housea After a 
few weeks, most of them were liber- 
ated. Councilor Del Hio was, how- 
ever, retained m confinement, and sent 
to Holland, where he was subjected 
to a severe ezamination by the Prince 
of Orange, touching his post career, 
particulorly concerning the doings of 
the famous Blood Council ’ The others 
were set free, and even pennitted 
to resume their functions, but their 
dignity was gone, their authority 
annihilated. Thenceforth the states 
of Biabant and the community of 
Brussels were to govern for an in- 
tci-val, for it was in their name that 
tlie daring blow against the Coimcil 
had been struck. All individualB and 
bodies, however, although not dis- 
pleased with the result, clamorously 
disclaimed responsiblhty for the deed. 
Men were appalled at the audacity 
of the tionsaction, and dreaded the 
vengeance of the King. The Abbot 
Van Perch, one of the secret instiga- 
tors of the act, actually died of anxiety 
for its possible consequences.' Theie 
was a mystery concerning the ofiair. 
They in whose name it had been 
accomplished denied having given any 


authority to the perpetrators. Men 
asked each other what unseen agency 
had been at work, what secret sprii^ 
had been adroitly touched. Thme is 
but little doubt, however, that the 
veiled but skilful hand which directed 
the blow, was the same which had so 
long been guiding the destmy of Uia 
Netherlands.'* 

It had been settled that the congress 
was to hold its sessions in Ghent, 
Mthough the citadel commanding that 
city was held by the Spaniards, The 
gai-rison was not very strong, and 
Mondragon, its commander, was absent 
in Zealand, ‘ but the wife of the veteran 
ably supplied his place, and stimulated 
the slender body of troops to hold out 
with heroism, under the orders of his 
lieutenant, Avilos Maldonado.^ The 
mutineers, after havmg accomplished 
their victory at Tisnacq, had been 
earnestly solicited to come to the rehef 
of this citadel. They had refused and 
returned to Alost.' Meantime, the 
siege was warmly pressed by the states. 
There being, however, a deficiency of 
troops, application for assistance was 
formally made to Hie Prince of Orange. 
Count Beulx, governor of Elandeis, 
commistluned the Seigneur d’Efiius^, 
brother of Count Bossu, who, to obtain 
the liberation of that long-imprisoned 
and distmgnished nobleman, was about 


highly piobable, therefore, that Tasua ra 
ooliocfc lu Ills statcmoiit) that Vi^Uus was 
kept at home by the illness **quaa ciat ci 
contmua” The histonaus, howovciy Me- 
teren (vi. 107), Bor (ix 712), DontiYoglio (lib 
ix 170), Strada (vui 414), Hoofd (x 448), Be 
Thou (lib 04, vii 534), all montioQ the name 
of Thrcsident Vighus nmon^ those of the 
councillors arrested. The Fnnce of Oraiigo 
(Ai chives, etc , 40S) also mentions him .is 
having been arrested and imprisoned wi^ 
the rest De Thou (ubi sup) gives an 
account, of a visit which he pmd to him in 
the following spring, at which time tbe aged 
president sooms to have bcon under arrest, 
although "il n'^toitpas garde fort £tF 0 it 8 > 
moiit.'*— Some wnteia mention him os 
among those who were detained, while 
others of the arrested were reissued (Me- 
tcrou, Hoofd, Bor, etc X^others, os Cabrera 
(who is, however, no authonty lu such 
matters), mention him as one of those who 
were immeiliately set at liberty, m older 
that the Council might have an appearance 
of power. (DouFolipell., xi 863) On the 
whole, it seams most probable that he was 
flirested after the ensure of tbe OoimcU, but 


that he w<is kept confined m a nomimal 
duionce, which the mill inities of lUnoss aud 
agcicndciod quite superfluous. It is almost 
unquestionable that Do Thou visited him at 
his own house m Brussels, and not at any 
state piiBoiL ’Wagonaer, vii 106, says that 
YigiUus was released in October, and quotes 
Langucti, ep , lib. i. (ii,X ep 93, p. 289 
Compel e Groen v. Fnnst , Archives, etc , v. 
404, sqq , and Hoynkvanl^pendreoht, Not. 
ad Vit. Viglii , Anolcct Belg , 192, 193, and 
Not ad Comm , I B. de Tass)8» m 208 

* Von dor Vynckt, U. 18S. 

s Archives et Correspondance, v 406. 
Extracts fh^m the confossioiia of Del Bin 
have been given in the first volume of this 
history 

* Iloofd, X 448. Ev Beid. Ann , lib ii. 20. 

* ^Yagcuaer, vii. 105. Languetl Episb., 
lib 1 (ii ) cp. 87, p. 230 — Declaiation m the 
Bnissols Deputies in 1684. Bor, xix. 80 
(477) —Compare Groon v Frlnst., Arohh^i^ 
etc , V. 404-407. 

» Dor, ix. 726, 727. 

* Ibid , 7^7 Hoofd, zl. 470.— Oonopwis 
Itfetoren, vi 108 

7 Hoofd, xi. 450| 453. Bor, lx. 710. 





viaitiiig the Prince in Zealand, to make 
a request ior an auxiliary force.^ It 
was, however, stipulated that care 
j^ould he taken lest any prejudice 
^ould he done to the Homan Catholic 
religion or the authoi ity of the King. 
The Prince readily acceded to the re- 
quest, and agreed to comply with the 
conditions under which only it could 
be accepted.* He promised to send 
twenty-eight compamea. In his letter 
announcing this airangement, he gave 
notice that his troops would receive 
strict orders to do no injury to person 
or property. Catholic or Protestant, 
ecolesiastic or lay, and to offer no 
obstruction to the Roman religion or 
the royal dignity.* He added, hon ever, 
that it was not to be taken anusa, if 
his soldiers were permitted to exercise 
their own religious rites, and to sing 
their Protestant hymns within their 
own quarters.* Ho moreover, as se- 
curity for the expense and trouble, 
demanded the cicy of Sluys.® The 
first detachment il ti'ccps, under com- 
mand of Colonel Vander Tympol, was, 
however, hardly on its way, before an 
alarm was felt amoug the Catholic I 
party at this praotic.d alliance with i 
the rebel Pi moo. An envoy, named ; 
Ottingen, was despatched to Zealand, 
bearing a letter from the estates of 
llainault, Brabant, andh'landers, coun- 
termanding the request for troops, and 
remonstrating categorically upon the 
subject of religion and loyalty.*' Orange 
deemed such tergiversation paltry, hut 
controlled his anger. He answered the 
letter in liberal terms, for he was 
determined that by no fault of his 
should the great cause be endangered. 
He reassur^ the states as to the pro- 
bable behaviour of his troops. Iloie- 
over, they had been already admitted 
into the city, while the correspondence 
was proceeding. The matter of the 
psalm-singing was finally arranged to 
the satisfaction of both parties, and it 
was agreed that Viewport, instead of 


Sluys, should be given to the Prinoo 
as security.^ 

The siege of the citadel was now 
pressed vigorously, and the delibera- 
tions of the congress were opened 
under the incessant roar of cannon, 
While the attack was Jims earnestly 
maintained upon the imporiant castle 
of Ghent, a courageous ciiui t was made 
by the citusens of Maestiiuht to \>ri.st 
their city from the hands of the Span- 
iaids. The German garrison having 
been gained by the burghcis, the com- 
bined force rose upon the Spanish 
troops, and drove them from the city* 
Montesdocca, the commander, was ar- 
rested and imprisoned, but the triumph 
was only temporary. Don Fiaiicis 
d' Ayala, Montesdocc.i.’a lieutenuit. 
made a stand, with a few companies, 
in IVieck, a village on the oppi>.-ita 
side of the Meuse, and connected with 
the city hy a massive bridge of stone * 
Prom this point he sent infoimvlioii 
to other oominandors in the neighbour- 
hood. Don Feidiuand de Toledo soon 
anived with several hundi'od tioops 
from DaJem. The Spaniaids, eager to 
wipe out the disgrace to their ai is, 
loiwly demanded to be led batl: to llis 
city. Thohoadof the budge, howevoi, 
over which they must pass, was de- 
fended hy a strung batteiy, and the riti- 
zens were seen riusteiing in great nnin- 
bers to defend their firesides against a 
foe whom they had once expelled. To 
advance across the hiidge seemed Oei'- 
tain destruction to the htUo foiec. 
Even Spaansh bravery recoiled at so 
desperate an undei tailing, hut un- 
scrupulous ferocity supplied an expeiii 
ent wheie courage was at fault. Tlieie 
were few fighting men piesent among 
the population of Wreck, but tlieio 
weae many females. Each soldier was 
commanded to seize a wom.an, and, 
placing her befoie his own body, to 
advance across the budge.*'’ Tiie co- 
lumn, thus bucklered, to the shame of 
Spanish ohivaliy, by female bosoms, 



» Bor, lx. 717. « Ibid . it 717, 715 

7 Bor, ubiBup. — Comp.aro Groan T, I'niist 
Arobives, ot^, 420, 421. Ueteren, vi lOS. 

* Btrada, viii. 41Q, Hoofd, xi. 454. 
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moved in good order toward the bat- 
tery. The soldiers levdled their mus- 
kets with steady aim over the shoulders 
or under the arms of the women whom 
they i^ua held before them.^ On the 
other hand, the citizens dared not dis- 
cborge their camion at their own towns- 
women, among* whose numbers many 
recognised mothers, sisters, or wives * 
The battery was soon taken, while at 
the some tune Alonzo Yai'gas, who had 
effected his entrance fiom the land aide 
by burning down the Brussels gate, 
now entered the city at the head of 
a hand of cavalry. Slaestricht was re- 
covered, and an mdiscrimmate slaugh- 
ter instantly avenged its temporary 
loss. The xilundering, stabbing, di own- 
ing, burning, ravishing, were so dread- 
ful that, m the words of a coutempo- 
raiy historian, '• the bui-ghors who had 
escaped the fight had I'eason to think 
themselves less foi-tunate than those 
who had died with arms hi their 
hands.”* 

This was the lot of Maastricht on the 
20th of October. It was inotmetively 
felt to be the precursor of fresh dis- 
sstevB. Vague, incoheient, but widely- 
diaseminatedrumouis,hadlongpointed 
to Antwerp and its dangerous situation. 
The Spaniards, foiled in their views 
upon Brussels, had recently avowed an 
intention of avenging themselves in the 
commercial caiiital. They had waited 
long enough and accumulated strength 
enough. Such a triiling city as Alu&t 
could no longer content their cupiduy, 
but in Antweip there was gold enough 
for the gathering. Thera was reason for 
the feais of the inhabitants, for the 
greedy longing of them enemy. Proba- 
bly no city in Christend im comd at that 
day vie with Antwerp in wealth and 
splendour. Its merchautslived in regal 
pomp luxury. In its numerous 
massive w'arehouses were the treasures 
of every chme. Still seiving as the 
main entrepot of the world’s traffic, 
the Brabantine capital was the centre 
of that commercial system which was 
soon to he superseded by a larger in- 
temationok life. In the midst of the 

* Btroda, vlli. 41S. * 

■ Bor, IX. 7SS.— Oomparo Strada, Hoofd, 
ubl sup. Uetaien. vl. lOV. 


miseries which had so long been rain- 
ing upon the Netherlands, the stately 
and egotistical city seemed to have 
token stronger root, and to flourish 
more freshly than ever. It was not 
wonderful that its palaces and its ma- 
gazines, gbttering with splendour, and 
bursting with tieasure, should arouse 
the avidity of a reckless and famishing 
soldieiy. Had not a handful of war- 
nois of their own lace idled the golden 
Indies t Had not their fathers, few in 
number, sti'ong m courage and dis- 
ciplme, revelled in the plunder of a 
new world t Hei o u ere the Indies in 
a single city.* Here were gold and 
silver, peails and diamonds, ready and 
portable ; the precious fnnt dropping, 
ripened, from the hough. Was it to 
be tolerated that base, pacific bmghers 
should monopolise the tieasure hy 
which a band of heroes might be eu 
nched* 

A sense of coming evil diflused 
itself thi‘ough the atmosphere. The 
air seemed lurid with the impending 
storm; for the situation was one of 
peculiar horror. The wealthiest city 
in Christendom lay at the mercy of 
the strongest fastness in the world; a 
castle winch had been built to curb, 
not to protect the town. It was now 
inhabited by a band of biigauds, out- 
lawed by goveiiimeiit, strong in dis- 
ciphiie, furious fiom pe.uuy, reckless 
by b.ibit, dc-puraie m cucumstance— 
a crew whiub feared not God, nor mau, 
nor Devil. The palpitating quarry lay 
exxiectmg hourly the swoop of its 
trained and pitiless enemy ; for the re- 
bellious soldiers were now in a thorough 
state of disoipLne. Sancho d'Avila, cas- 
tellan of the citadel, was recognised as 
the chief of the whole mutmy, the 
army and the mutiny being now one. 
The band, entrenched at Alost, weie 


upon the best possible understanding 
with their brethren in the citadel, 
and accepted without hesitation the 
airangements of their superior. On 
the side of the Soheld, opposite Ant 
werp, a fortification had been.^^y|gg 
up by Don Sancho’s ordsi^, 
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bj S ulian Komero. Ller, Bracla^ aa well 
as Alost, were likewise ready to throw 
their reiufoi’cements into the citadel 
at a moment’s warning. At the signal 
oi their chief, the united hands might 
sweep from their impiegnable castle 
with a single impulse.' 

The city cried aloud for help; for 
it had become obvious that an attack 
might be hourly expected. Meantime 
an attempt, ni,ade by Don Sancho 
d’Avila to tamper with the Gorman 
troops stationed within the walls, was 
more than partially successful. The 
forces were commanded by Colonel 
Van Knde and Count Oberstcin. Van 
Ende, a crafty traitor to his country, 
desired no better than to join the 
mutiny on so promismg an occasion, 
and his soldiers shared his sentiments. 
Oberstcin, a bravo but blundering Ger- 
man, was drawn into the net of trea- 
chery* by the adroitness of the Span- 
i.ard and the effrontery of his comiade. 
On the night of the 29th of October, 
half -bewildered and half-drunk, bo 
signed a treaty with Sancho d’AviIa'' 
and the three colonels — Fi ugger, 
Kiondsberger, and Polwiller. By this 
unlucky document, which was, of 
course, subscribed also by Van Ends, 
it was agreed that the Antwerp bur- 
ghers shoidd be forthwith disarmed; 
that their weapons should be sent mto 
the citadel; that Obcrsteln should 
hold the city at the disposition of 
Sancho d’Avila; that ho should lefuse 
admittance to all troops which might 
bo sent into the city, cxoeiiting by 
command of Don S.ancho, a" ' that be 
should decline compliance »ith any 
orders which he might receive from in- 
dividuals ealling themselves the conn- 
mi of state, the states-general, or the 
estates of Brabant. This treaty w'as 
signed, moreover, by Don Jeronimo 
do Itoda, then established in the cita- 
del, and claiming to represent exclu- 
sively his Maj'esty’s government * 

Hardly had this arrangement been 
concluded than the Count saw the 


trap into whidi he had fallen. With- 
out inteiidmg to do so, he had laid 
the city at the mercy of its foe ; but 
the only remedy which suggested itself 
to Ms mind was an internal resolntion 
not to keep his pi onuses. The bur- 
ghers were suffered retain their 
arms, while, on the other hand, Don 
Sancho lost no time in despatclung 
mesaages to Alost, to Licr, to I!icd,i, 
and even to Maestriebt, that as large a 
force as possible might he® asseinlded 
for the purpose of bieakmg imme- 
diately the treaty of peace which he 
liad just concluded. Never wus a 
solemn document regarded with suui 
perfectly h.id faith by all its signcis as 
the accoi d of the 29 th of October 
Three days afterwmrds, a large force 
of Walloons and Germans was de- 
spatched fiom Brussels to the absitit 
ance of Antwerp. The command of 
these troops was euti listed to the liar- 
qms of Havrd, whose brolhei, tlio 
Duke of Aeinchot, had heon locently 
appointed chief siipcrintendont of 
mihtary affairs by the deputies assem- 
bled at Ghent® The mi3c“llmeou3 
duties oompiohendcd under this lather 
v-igue denomination did not permit the 
Duke to take charge of the espeditioa 
in person, and his younger hi other, a 
still more incompetent and unsub- 
stantial character, was accoidingly ap- 
pointed to the post. A number of 
young men of high rank, but of i.ament- 
ably low capacity, wore as-oeiated 
with him. Foiemost among thorn 
was Philip, Count of Egmont, a youth 
who had inhciited few of his oele- 
biated father’s qualities, save poison-il 
couiage and a love of iiorsonal display. 
In cliaracter and general talents he 
was beneath medioci ity. Beside these 
were the reckless but unstable Do 
H&e, who had executed tlie coup 
d'etat against the State Council, De 
Berselen, De Capres, D’Oyngios, .and 
others, aJl vaguely desirous ot achiev- 
ing distinction in those turbulent times, 
but few of them having any political 
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nr religioua convictions^ and none of delity, it would have been strange if 
them poBSAssing experience or influ* all h^l hrid firm. On the vrhol^ 
ence enough to render them useful at however^ Oberstein thought he couH 
the impending crisis.^ answer for his own troops. Upon Van 

On ^iday momingi the 2d of ITo< Endecs divirion> although the crafty 
vember,^ the troops appeared under colonel dissembled his r^ iutenrions, 
the walls of An^erp. They consisted very little reliance was placed.^ Thus 
of twenty-three companies of infantry, there was distraction within the walls, 
and fourteen of cavsuiy, amounting to Among those whom the burghers had 
five thousmd foot and twelve hundred been told to consider their defenders^ 
horse. They were nearly all Walloons, there were probably many who were 
soldiers who had already seen much ready to join with their mortal foes at 
active service, but unfortunately of a a moment’s warning. Under these 
race warlike and fieiy indeed, but upon circumstances, Champagny hesitated 
whose steadiness not much more de- about admitting these &esh troops 
pendence could be placed at that day from Brussels. He feared lest the 
than in the nge of Civilis. Champagny, Germans, who knew themselves doubt- 
bi other of Granvelle, Was Governor of ed, might consider themselves doomed, 
the city He was a sincere Catholic, He trembled lest an irrepressible out- 
but a still more sincere hater of the break should occur within the wallfi, 
Spaniards. He saw in the mutiny a rendeiing the immediate destoction 
means of accomplishing their ezpul- of the ciiy by the Spaniards from 
Bion, and had already offered to the without inevitable. Moreover, he 
rnnce of Orange his eager co*opera- thought it more desimble that tins 
tion towards this reaulti In other auxiliary force should be disposed at 
matters there could be but small sym- different points outside, in order to 
pathy between WiHiam the Silent and intercept the passage of the numerous 
the CardinaVs brother, but a common bodies of Spaniard and other mutl- 
hatred united them, for a tune at least, neers, who, from various quarters, 
in a common purpose. would soon be on their way to the 

When the troops first made their ritadeL Havr^, however, was so per- 
appearance before the walls, Cham- smptory, and the burghers were so 
pagny was unwilling to grant them importunate, that Champagny was 
admittance. The addle-brained Ober- obliged to recede fi’om his opposition 
stem had confessed to him the enor- before twenty-four hours had elapsed, 
inoua blunder which he had committed Unwilling to take the responsibility of 
in his midnight treaty, and at the same a farther refusal, he admitted the 
time ingenuously co^essed his iuten- troops through the Burgherhout gate, 
tiion of sending it to the winds.’ The on ^turday, the 3d of November, at 
enemy had extorted from hu duBness ten o’clock in the morning.^ 
or his drunkenness a promlie which The Marquis of Ha^, os com* 
his mature and sober reason could not mander-in-chiof, called a council of 
consider binding. It is needless to wm*. It assembled at Count Ober- 
say that Champagny rebuked him for stein's quarters, and consulted at first 
signing, and applauded him for break- concerning a bundle of intercepted 
ing the treaty. At the same time, its letters which Havr^ had brought with 
ill effects were already seen in the dis- him. These constituted a correspon* 
aensions which existed among the Ger- dence between Sancho d' Avila with 
man troops. Where all had been the heads of the mutiny at Alost, and 
tampered with, and where the com- many other places. The letters were 
mandera had set the example of infi- all dated subsequently to Don Sanch o's 

1 Bor, ix. 728, 729. Cabrora, xi 66S. 

Mendoza, xv. tlS. Motoron, ti 1U9 
s Bor, ix. 728. Meteren, vi. I 99 . Hoofd, 
xi. 457, and not the 8d of October, as stoted 
by Mendoa^ xv. 818, and by Oabrora, zx 
M3, following Mendoza, 
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treaty 'with Obeiatein. aiid containcti 
amiwements for an immediato con- 
ventiation of the whole available 
Spanish force at the citadel.' 

'The treacheiy was so manifest, that 
Oberstein felt ul self-reproach for his 
own breach of faith to be superfluous. 
It was however evident that the at- 
tack was to be immediately expected. 
'What was to be done 1 AU the officers 
counselled the immedi.ite erection of 
a bulwark on the side of the city ex- 
posed to the castle, but there were no 
miners nor engineers. Champagny, 
however, recommended a skilful and 
experienced engineer to superintend , 
the work in the city; and pledged 
himself that burghers enough would 
volunteer as mineis. In less than an 
hour, ten or twelve thousand persona, 
including mnltitudea of women of all 
ranks, ware at work upon the lines 
marked out by the engineer. A. ditch 
and breast-work extending from the 
gate of the Beguins to the sticct of 
Abbey Saint Michael, were soon m 
rapid progreas. Meantime, the newly 
arnved troops, w ith indit iiy insolence, 
claimed the prlMlcge of quaiteiiug 
themselves in the best honses whicn 
they could find. They alioady begin 
to insult and annoy the citizens whom 
they had been sent to defend; nor 
were tbey destined to atone, by their 
subsequent conduct in the face of the 
enemy, for the brutality with which 
they treated their fi lends Chsm- 
P-’S"?! however, was ill disposed to 
brook their licentiousness. They had 
been sent to protect the city and the 
homes of Autw-ci n from luvasion. 
They were not to establish them- 
selves at every fireside on their fiist 
aiadvab There was work enough for 
them out of doors, and theycvcie to 
do that work at once. He oidcred 
them to prepare for a bivouiic in the 
streets, and flew from house to house, 
sword in hand, driving forth the in- 
truders at imminent peril of his life. 
Meantime, a number of Italian and 
1 Bor, IX. ?80. Hoard, xi 45T. 468 
• Ibid, lx, 780. Ibid , xj, 461 Jletorcn, 
vt 110. Cabrsni, xl. 801. btrod,!, vm. 417. 
--A. ramarlcable pamphlet, published by 
Champa{|Nml678, entitled “Recuell d’Arf- 
li)pliir«’'c£iycii. ai’iim. 1678). is Hio best 


Spanish mercliauts 11- d from the cuy, 
and took refuge in the castle. Tlia 
Walloon soldiers were for immediately 
plundering their houses, as if plunder 
had been the object for which they 
had been sent to Antwerp. It was 
several hours before ^ampagny, with 
all his energy, was able to quell tliepa 
diiturbanoes.* 

In the course of tbe day, Obersteni 
received a letter fiom Hon Sanolio 
d’ Avila, calling solemnly upon bun to 
fulfil hia treaty of the 29 th of October ' 
The Herman colonels fioiu the citadel 
had, on the previous afteinoon, held 
a personal interview with Oboisteiii 
beneath the walls, which had neaily 
ended in blows, and tbey had bec>i 
obbged to save tbemselvci by Di.,'d 
fiom the anger of the Counl'b boldi,.!!, 
eniaged at the deceit by wliicli thur 
leader bad been so ne.uly eiitiappei'^ 
Thio summons of iidiculuiw solemui , 
to keep a treaty which hid alieidy 
been tom to sbicdi by both paitica, 
Oboiotein aubwriod i.itli dchincoanJ 
contempt. The reply was an imme- 
diate cannonade from the baticiies ol 
the citadel, wliioh made the pobu m 
of those erecting the rninpiiib c- 
ctbSnely dsngcious Ibe w.i)l w j 
stiengthonod with bales of me ohm 
dise, casks of earth, uptui iicd w vi' 

and similar bulky objects, h iilj pi' I 
together. In some places it i i' sir 
teen feet high; in otbcis ICbS tbi'i 
six Hight fell befoio the foih 
tion was nearly oomplotocl Unfi ' tu 
nately it was blight moonlight Tho 
cannon from the fortress coiicmued to 
play upon the halfCnibUed woi!.a. 
The Walloons, and at last the citizors, 
feared to lift their heads aboie their 
flail rampart. The senators, whoi-j 
Champagny had deputed to BUjeim 
tend the progress of the critoiiiiise, 
finding the men so ill diopobcd, de- 
serted their posts. They pio’oiscd 
themselves that, in the diukest hour 
of the following night, tho work 
should be thoroughly completed ' 
authority for many stniang details ot tins 
momoinble aS'-ur. ® 
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Alss! all hours of the coming night 
, were destined to he dark enough, hit 
in them was to be done no manner of 
work for defence. On Champagny 
alone seemed derolved all the labour 
and all the reaponsibility. He did lus 
duty well, but 1^ was but one man. 
Alone, with a heart full of anxiety, he 
wandered up and down all the night.^ 
With his own hands, assisted only by 
a few citizens and ^ own servants, 
he planted all the cannon with which 
flugr were provided, in the “ Fencing 
Court,” at a point where the battery 
might tell upon the castle. Unfortu- 
nately, the troops from Brussels had 
brought no artdlei'y with them, and 
the means of defence against the 
strongest fortress in Europe were 
meagre indeed, The rampart had 
been left very weak at many vital 
points. A single upturned waggon was 
placed across the entrance to the im- 
portant street of the Beguins. This 
negligence was to cost the city dear. 
At daybreak, there was a coimdl held 
in Obersteln’s quarters. Nearly all 
Chompagny's diipctions had been ne- 
glected. He had desired that strong 
dotachmeuts should be posted during 
the night at various places of security 
on the outskirts of the town, for the 
troops which were expected to arrive 
in small bodies at the citadel from 
various parts, might have thus been 
cut off before reaching their destina- 
tion. Not even scouts had been sta- 
tioned in sufficient numbers to oht.iin 
mfoimation of what was occurring 
^ outside. A thick mist hung over the 
city that eventful morning. Through 
its almost impenetrable veil, bodies of 
men bad been seen moving into the 
castle, and the tramp of cavalry had 
been distinctly heard, and the troops 
of Bomero, Vargas, Oliveira, and Valdez, 
had alre.idy arrived from Lier, Breda, 
Haestricht, and from the forts on the 
- Soheld.> 

The whole available force in the city 
waa mustered without delay. Havre 
hod claimed for his post the defence 
of the lines Opposite the citadel, the 

1 Beooedl d Arttophile. • 

s Hoofd, al. *sa, *69. BcctteQ d'Artto- 


place of responsibility and honour. 
Hore the whole body of WoUoous were 
stationed, together with a few com- 
panies of Germans. The ramparts, as 
stated, were far from impregnable, 
but it was hoped that this liviug 
rampart of six thousand men, stand- 
ing on their own soil, and in front 
of the ffiesides and altars of their 
own countrymen, would prove a suffi- 
cient bulwark even against Spianish 
fury. Unhappily, the living bonier 
proved more frail than the feeble 
breaat-work which the hands of bur- 
ghers and women had constructed. Six 
thousand men were disposed along the 
side of the city opposite the foi-ti'ess. 
The bulk of the German troops was star 
tioned at different pomta on the more 
central streets and aquares. The 
cavalry waa posted on the opposite 
side of the city, along the Horse- 
market, andfiontingthe “New-town.” 
The stars were stiU in the sky when 
Champagny got on horsebacA and 
rode through the streets, calling on 
the buighers to arm and assemble at 
different points. The principal places 
of rendezvous were the CatHe-market 
and the Exchange. He rode along the 
linea of the Walloon regiments, con- 
vci-sing with the officers, Egmont, Ue 
Hdze, and others, and encouraging the 
men, and went again to the Fencing 
Court, whore ho pointed the cannon 
with his own band, and oidercd their 
first discharge at the fortress. Thence 
he rode to the end of the Beguin streai^ 
where he dismounted and walked out 
upon the edge of the esplanade which 
sketched between the city and the 
castle. On this battle-ground a com- 
bat was even then occurring between a 
bond of burghers and a reconnoitring 
party from the citadel. Champagny 
saw with satisfaction that the Ant- 
werpera were victorious. They were 
skirmishing well with their disciplined 
foe, whom they at last beat b^k to 
the citadel, experienced eye saw, 
however, that the retreat was only 
the signal for a general n nalangbf ^ 
which was soon to follow; and he 

* Ueteren, vB. 110. BeoueQd’ArttoptHa. 
Hoord, xl. *90. BoTf lx, iSO. Oabnn, zi, 
eOi. Umdoza, xv.SlS * 



rrtmuej into the city to give ibe 
last diiections* 

At ten o’clock, a moving wood was 
descried, approaching the citadel fiom 
the southwest The whole body of 
the mutmecis from Alost, weaiing 
green bi inches m their helmets,* had 
ai 1 Lved under command of their Eletto, 
Kivarrete nearly three thousand in 
number, they rushed into the castle, 
havmg accomplished their maich of 
twenty four miles since three o clock 
in the mommg ' They were leceived 
with open aims bincho d Avila 
ordered food and refieshments to be 
laid before them, but they refused 
eieiything but a draught of wme 
They would dine in Pindisc, they 
said, or sup m Ani.weip'* rinding 
his lilies m such spirit, Don Sincho 
would not baulk their humour Since 
early morning, his own veterans had 
been eagerly awaitmg his sign'd, 
■'straining upon the start ’ The 
troops of Bomero, Vargas, Valdez, 
were no less impanient At about 
an hour before noon, nearly etery 
hving man in the citailel was muster 
ed for the attack, haiclly men enough 
being left behind to guaid the gates 
Tile thousand aotei"ii foot soldiers 
bes des sne hundroJ oaaalry, aimed 
to the te„th, sallied from the poitals 
of Alva B citadel ^ In the counter 
scaip they fell upon their knees, to 
mvoke, according to custom, the bless 
mg of God*' upon the Devils work, 
which they were about to commit 
The Dletto bore a standard, one s de 
of which was emblazoned with the 
ciucified Saa loui and the other with 
the Virgin Mary ^ The image of Him 

>■ ReciiQil dAictophila Mctci«»n m 
110b Hoofd XI 4s8 4ro 401 Biantome 
Eummes lllusfc , u 201 (banc d Ay ) 
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who said, “Love your enemies,” and 
the gentle face of the Madonna, were 
to smile from heaven upon deeds 
which might canse a shudder m the 
depths of hell Their hiief oiisona 
concluded, they swept forward to 
the city Three thi^sand Spomaide, 
under their Eletto, were to enter by 
the street of Samt Michael , the 
Germans, aud the remainder of the 
Spamsh foot, commanded by Bomero 
through that of Samt Geoige Cham 
pagny saw them coming, and spole 
a last avoid of encouragement to tli 
Walloons The no\t moment the 
compact mass stiuck the b iiicr ae 
the thunderbolt descends fioin the 
cloud Theie was scaiccly a stiiv^Ie 
The Walloons, not waiting to look 
their enemy in the face iband nul 
the posts which thej bid tbemsehca 
claimeA The Spauiaids ciashcl 
thiough the bulwaik as thru h 
it had been a avail of gla a lue 
Dletto avas first to mount the lain 
pait the next instant he w is sh t 
dead, while his follow ois uiidi mijil 
sprang over his body and i oiii d into 
the streets fhe fatal gaj due to 
timidity and caielessiiesa lot in the 
dcsti urtive ti lo Champagnj soiii , 
that the, enemies had all ciusscd th 
barrier, leaped over a gaiden wall 
passed thiough a house into a nin u 
lane and thence to the neareat st it on 
of the German tioops ilistilj col 
lectmg a small foice, he led them ii 
person to the lescue The Genuani 
fought aa ell, died avell, but they conic 
not reammate the courage of the 11 al 
loons, and all aaere now iii full ro^ieat 
pursued by the ferocious Spaniards' 

dre I bpoiush infintij cioht 1 un b'’ I Gcr 
mana and five bundled c yilrj 11 1 r i 
tl o loand f VC h mdred >— xy Jlo Cib r\ 
following Mondozi as usual, cstibitcs th 
number at a litt'e moie tluxo tl ousond- 
XI 864 

4 Mendoza xy 815 Hoofd, ti 401 

^ C n lafigurade Jc«iOnstocr rific^ 
cn la una fiz i en la otra la do sn 
bantibsima manifostando iban a yengar 1 
mogcstid dmna ofeudida de la etc^ a w 
priyali — Cabrera, xx 8b i Mendoza xi 
316 Hoofd XI 431 

* Pccueiid Arctophile Motoren vi UOi 
Mendoza, zv 816 Hoofd, xi 401 
731 


i’/te uise of i/te L/idch JttepvSho 





•“TSTer]- 

In vain Chaiupaguy Biormed amozi^ ! 
them ; in vain he e^ove to rally their ' 
broken ranks. With his own h^d : 
he seized a banner from a retreating ; 
ensign^^ and c^ed upon the nearest 
soldiers to make a stand against the 
foe. It was to bid the flying clouds 
pause before t^e tempest. 
broken, aimless, the scattered troops 
whirled tiirough the streets before 
the pursuing wrath. Champagny, not 
yet despairing, galloped luther and 
thither, calling upon the burghera 
wexyvfbere rise m theis 

homes, nor did he call in ram. They 
came forth from every place of ren- 
dezvous, fiom every alley, from every 
house. They fought as men fight to 
defend their hearths and altars, but 
what could individual devotion avail, 
against .the compact, disciplined, re- 
sistless mass of their foes ^ The order 
of defence was broken, theie was no ; 
system, no concert, no lallymg point, 
no au^onty. So soon aa it was 
known that tlie Spaniards had crossed 
the rampart, that its six thousand 
defenders were m full retieat, it was 
inevitable that a panic should seize 
the city.* 

Their entrance once effected, ^ 
Spanish force had separated, according I 
to previous arrangement, into two j 
divisions, one half charging up the I 
^ long street of Samt Michael, the other 
forcing its way through the street of 
Saint Joiis* Santiago, Santiago' 
HiSpafia, Espana ' d sangre, d came, d 
fuego, d sacco ! ” Saint James, Spam, 
blood, flesh, fire, sack ! ! — such were 
V the hideous cries which rang through 
every quarter of the city, as the savage 
horde ^vanced.^ Van Ende, with his 
German troops, had been stationed by 
the Idaxquis of Havid to defend the 
Bnint Softs gate, but no sooner did 
'iie Spaniards under Vargas present 
ihemsd.yes, than he deserted to them 
instantly with his whole force.* United 
with tilie Sponish cavalry, these traitor- 
ous defenders of Antwerp dashed in 


^ Moteren, Ti»110«. Hoofd, 461. 

» Hoofd, xl. 401. 
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* Brantome^ Hommes IHustres, etc*, IL 
203. Mendosa^ xv, SIS. 


pursuit of those who had only been 
faint-hearted. Thus the burghers saw 
^emselves attacked by many of their 
Mends, deserted by more. Whom 
were they to trust? Nevertheless, 
Obersteinb Germans were brave and 
faithful, resisting to the last, and dying 
every man m his harness.* The tide 
of battle flowed hither and thither^ 
through every street and narrow lane. 

It poured along the magnificent Place 
de Meer, where there was an obalanate 
contest. In front of the famous Ex- 
chaiage-, in pea-ceful. Iwuse, 

thousand merchants^ met daily, to 
arrange the commercial afiairs of 
Christendom, there was a determined 
rally, a aavage slaughter. The citizens 
and faithful Germans, in this broader * 
apace, made a stand against their pur- 
8 UC 1 S. The tesselated marble pave- 
ment, the graceful, cloistei-like arcades 
ran led with blood. The ill-armed* 
burghers faced their enemies clad in 
complete panoply, but they could only 
die for their homes. The massacre at 
this point was enoirmoua, the resistance 
at last overcome * 

Keantime, the Spanish cavalry had 
cleft its way through the city. On the 
side faii/hest removed &om the castle, 
along the Horse-market, opposite the 
New'town, the states dragoons and the 
hght horse of Beveren had been posted, 
and the flying masses of pursuers and 
pursued swept at last through this 
outer circle. Champagny was already 
there He essayed, as his last hope, 
to rally the cavalry for a final stand, 
but the effort was fruitless. Already 
seized by the panic, they had attempted 
to rush fiom the city through the gate 
of Eeker. It was locked; they &en 
turned and fled towards the Bed-gate, 
where they were met face to face by 
^on Pedro Tassis, \^o charged upon 
them with his dragoons. Beiareat 
seemed hopeless. A horseman in com- 
plete armour, with lance in rest, was 
seen to leap from the parapet of the 
outer wall into the moat below. 


* Hoofd, XI. 461. Hendoza, xv. 816. 

* Dor, IX. 7S0 Hoofd, xi. 465. 
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whence, still on horseback, he escaped | 
wlthliio, Fewweresolortuuate. The , 
confused mob nf fugitives and con- 
querors, Spaniards, tValloons, Ger- 
mans, bnrgbcrs, struggling, shouting, 
striking, cursing, dying, swayed hither 
and thither like a stormy sea. Along 
the spacious Horse-market, the fugi- 
tives fled onward towards the quays. 
Many fell beneath the swords of the 
Spaniards, numbers were trodden to 
death by the hoofs of horses, still 
greater multitudes wore hunted into 
the Schcld, Champagny, who had 
thought it possible, even at the last 
moment, to make a stand in the Hew- 
towu, and to fortify the Palace of the 
Hansa, saw himself deserted. With 
great darmg and presence of mind, he 
effected his escape to the fleet of the 
Piinco of Oiange in the rivei.i The 
Marquis of Havid, of whom no deeds 
, of vmour on that eventful day Live 
been recorded, was equally successfuL 
The unlucky Oberstoin, attempting to 
leap into a boat, missed his fueling, 
and, oppressed by the weight of his 
armour, was drowned “ 

Meantime, while the short Novem- 
ber day was fast doclming, the combat 
still raged in the inteiior of the City. 
Yaiious cunoiits of conflict, fortmg 
their sepaiate way through many 
stieets, had at last mingled in tiie 
Grande Place. Around this in egiilar, 
not very spacious square, stood tho 
gorgeous Hotel de Ville, and the tall, 
many stoned, fantastically gabled, 
nobly decorated palaces of tlie guilds. 
Here a long struggle took iilaee It 
was termmated for a time by the 
cavalry of Vargas, wbo, amving 
tbrough the streets of Saint Jons, 
accompanied by the traitoi Tan Eiidc, 
charged decisively into the intluc The 
masses weie broken, but nuiIUtudcs of 
armed men found lefugc m the build- 
ings, and every house became a fortress. 
From every window and balcony a hot 
fire was poured into the square, as, pent 

t Bor, Iz. 731 Iluofd, xi 412 Rcc 
d Aretopbile. Mendoza, xv. 333. Cabrera. 
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in a comer, the burghers stood at last 
at bay. It was difficult to carry the 
houses by storm, but they were soon 
set on fire. A lai'ge number of sutlers 
and other varlets bad accompanied the 
Spaniards from the citadel, bringing 
torches and kindling materials for tin 
express purpose of "firing the toen. 
With great dexterity, these meaia 
were now applied, and in a brief m 
turvcl, the City-hall and other edificci 
"on the square were iu fl.amos. Tie 
coiil]agr.ation spread with rapidity, 
house after house, street aftci street, 
taking fire. Nearly a tliuUbnnd bmld 
ings, m the most splendid and iii.iltliy 
quarter of the city, were soon lu a 
liLizc, and multitudes of human beings 
wei e burned with them * In the City, 
hall many weie consumed, ivhile othcis 
leaped from the windows to renew the 
combat below. The many tortnons 
stieets which led downn slight de-ient 
from the icar of the Tow n-houoe to the 
quays w ere all one vast conflagi ation 
On the other side, the nmgmilcent 
Ciilhedral, separated from tlio Givetk 
Place by a siuglo row of building, 
was lighted up, but not attacked by 
tlio fi.inios The tall spiio cast ns 
g'g.inlio bhadow across the last des 
pei.ile conflict. In the stioct o.illed 
the Canal aa Sucre, immediately be- 
hind the Town-house, thcie i..as a 
Ccice struggle, a horrible nias-.icra 
A crowd of burgUcia, giavo ni'g't 
trates, and such of the Germ in sol 
dicrs as remained .".live, still coiifioiited 
the fcibcious Spaiiinids. Thcic, amiO 
tlie flaming desolation, Goswyn Ver 
reyck, the heroic maigiave of the citi 
fought with the energy of hatred am 
desjia.r. The burgomaster. Van del 
Mecie, lay dead at his feet; senators 
soldiers, citizens, fell fast around biui 
and he sank at last upon a hi'.ip o 
slain. AVith him effectual ro-.i.'l’.n' 
ended. The remaining combatant 
were butchered, or were slowly force 
downward to perish in the Scbeld. 

hundred heusez entirely coDSiimcd. Accoid 
infgto tlie c'tTitempoinry mauuscniit of Di 
Wccnlt, who was a citizen <Jt Antwerp, oni 
thoii<)aiid houses were burned to the ground 
— Chronyke oft Joumael, MS , p. 83. 
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Women^ children, old men, were killed 
in connUess numbers, and still, through 
bU this haToc, directly over heads 
of the struggling throng, suspended m 
inid*air above the din and smoke of 
the conflict, there sounded, every half- 
quaiter of every hour, as i£ in gentle 
mockery, from ilhe belfry of tlie cathe< 
dral, the tender and melodious chimes. 

Kever was there a more monstrous 
massacre, even in the blood-stamed 
history of the Netherlands. It was 
estimated that, in the course of this 
and the two following days, not less 
than eight thousand human beings 
were murdered.^ The Spaniards seem- 
ed'to coat off even the vizard of hu< 
manity. Hell seemed emptied of its 
flends. Night fell upon the scene be- 
fore the soldiers were masters of ihc 
city; but worse horrors began after 
the contest was ended. This army of 
brigands had come thither with a defi- 
nite, practical purpose, for it was not 
blood-thirst, nor lust, nor revenge, 
which had impelled them, but it was 
aranoe, gieedmess for gold* For gold 
they liad waded through all this blood 
and fire. Never had men more simpli- 
city of purpose, more directness in its 
execution. They had conquered their 
India at last; its gold mines lay all 
before them, and every sword should 
open a shaft. Biot and rape might be 
deferred; even murder, though con- 
genial to their taste, ^\as only sub- 
sidiary to their bushicss. They liad 
come to take possession of the city's 


wealth, and they set themsd\'cs faith- 
fully to accomplish their task. For 
gold, infants were dashed out oi oz- 
isteuce in their mothers' arms; for 
gold, parents were tortured in their 
children's presence; for gold, brides 
were scourged to death before their 
husbands' eyes.^ ‘Wherever ^easuro 
was suspected, every eiq^edient whi(fli 
ingenuity, shai^pened by greediness, 
could suggest, was employed to extort 
it from its possessors. The fire, spread- 
ing more extensively and more rapidly 
than had been desired through the 
wealthiest quarter of the city, had un- 
fortimately devoured a vast amount of 
property. Six milliona,* at least, had 
thus been swallowed; a destruction by 
winch no one had profited. There 
was, hoivever, much lett. The strong 
boxes of the merchants, the gold, sil- 
ver, and precious jewelleiy, the velvets, 
satins, brocades, laces, and similar well 
concentrated and poitable plunder, 
were rapidly appropnated. So far the 
course was plain and easy, but in pri- 
vate houses it was more difficult. The 
cash, plate, and other valuables of in- 
dividuals were not so easily discovered. 
Tortuie was, therefore, at once em- 
ployed to discover the hidden trea- 
sures. After all had been given, if 
the sum seemed too little, the proprie- 
tors were brutally punished for ^eir 
poverty or their supposed dissimula- 
tion.^ A gentlewoman, named Fabry,* 
with her aged mother and other females 
of the family, had taken refuge in the 


1 This IS tho estimate of Mendoza; viz , 
two thousand five hundred slam with the 
sword, and double that nuinhor burned «uid 
drowned. — xv S17. Cabrera puts the figures 
at seven thous<uid and upwards — ^zi 
^r aud nuofd give the same number of 
dead bodies, actually found In the streets^ 
TIE , two thousand five hundred; andestl- 
mating tlfe drowned at ob many more, leave 
the number of the burned to cunjocturo. 
Mctcren (vi 110), who on all occasions seeks 
to dimlmsh the number of his countrymou 
slam In battle or massacre, while he mag- 
nihcs the loss of his opponents, admits that 
from four to five thousand were slam; 
adding, however, that hut fifteen hundred 
bodies wore found, which were all buned 
bgcthcr in tws great pits. He thus deducts 
ouctly one thousand firom tho number of 
counted corpses, as riven by every other 
authority, Bpanish rnrPlomlsh. 6tnida(vui. 
428) gives three thousand as the numbo’ of 


those slam with tlie swoid— Compare Be 
Ihou, vu. 3SD-300 (1 62) The letter of 
Jerome de Roda to the King, written fiom 
tho citadel of Antwerp upon the 6th No- 
vember, wQcn the camoge was haidly over, 
estimates tho number ot tho slam at eight 
thousand, and one tbousaiid hoisos. Tins 
autbonty, coming fiom tho veiyhour and 
spot, and fiom a man so deeply imphcatcd, 
may be considered conclusive — Beo tha 
Letter of RocTa, in Ror, ix 737, 738 
* Roi, IX. 731, sqq lloofd, xi 462, sqq. 
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ceU&r of her mmiBion. Ab the day was 
(bswiog to a close, a band of plunder- 
ers entered, who, after ransacking the 
house, descended to the cellarage. 
Finding the door barred, they foic^ 
it open with gunpowder. The mother, 
who was nearest the entrance, fell dead 
on the threshold. Stepping across her 
mangled body, the brigands sprung 
upon her daughter, loudly demanding 
the property which they behered to 
be concealed. They likewise msisted 
on bemg informed uhere the master 
of the house had taken refuge Ih-o- 
testations of ignorauce as to hidden 
treasure, or the whereabouts of her 
husband, who, for aught she knew, was 
lying dead in the streets, were of no 
avail. To make her more comniuni- 
cative, they hanged her on a be.im in 
the cellar, and after a few moments 
cut her down before life was extinct. 
Still receiving no satisfactory reply, 
where a satisfactory reply was impos- 
sible, they hanged her again Again, 
after another brief interval, they gave 
her a second release, and a fresh inter- 
rogatory. This barbai ity they repeated 
several times, till they woie satislied 
that there was nothing to be gamed 
by it, while, on the other hand, they 
were losing much valuable time. 
Hoping to be moie successful else- 
where, they left her hanging for the 
last time, and trooped oS' to fresher 
fields. Strange to relate, the person 
thus horribly tortured, survived. A 
servant in her family, man-ied to a 
Spamsh soldier, providentially entered 
the house, in time to rescue her peiish- 
ing mistress. She was restored to ex- 
istence, but never to reason Her 
brain was hopelessly crazed, and she 
passed the remainder of her life, wan- 
dermg about her house, or feebly dig- 
ging m her garden for the buried trea- 
sure which she had been thus fiercely 
soheited to reveal ‘ 

A wedding-feast was rudely inter- 
rupted. Two young persons, neigh- 
bours of opulent families, had been 
long betrothed, and the marriage day 
had been fixed for Sunday, the fatal 
4th of November. The guests were 



assembled, the ceremony concluded, 
the nuptial banquet in progress, when 
the horrible outcries in the streets 
proclaimed that the Spaniards had 
broken loose. Hour after hour of 
trembling expectation succeeded. At 
last, a thundering at the gats pro- 
claimed the arrival ol a band of bn- 
gands. Preceded by thoir ruptain, a 
large number of soldieis forced thc.r 
way into the house, ransacking every 
chamher, no opposition being offeied 
by the family and friends, too few mil 
powerless to cope with this hand ul 
well-armed ruffians. Plato chests, 
wardrobes, desks, caskets of jewellery, I 
were freely offered, eagerly aceeptoil, 
but not found sufficient ; ancl to uii1o< 
the luckless wretches fuin'-Ii moie 
than they possessed, the usii.d brutiii- 
ties were employed. The solihcis be- 
gan by striking the bridegroom dviiil 
The bride fell shiiekmg into her 
mother’s arms, whence she was tom 
by the murdoiers, who imincdiately 
put the mother to death, and an mdi» 
criminate massacre then follow cJ tlio 
fruitless attempts to obt.un I'J thic.’U 
and torture treasuie whitli did lit 
exist. 'She bride, who w as pi ramti’a 
able beauty, was earned oif to ilio 
citadeb'^ Maddened by this la»t out- 
rage, the father, who was the only 
man of the party left alivo, riisheJ 
upon the Spaniards. AViesting a swonl 
from one of the crew, the old man deilt 
with it so fiercely, that he stietchtJ 
more than one enemy dc.id at hia leet, 
but it is needless to add th-vt he w.is 
soon despatched. Meantiine, while 
the party were concluding the iilunder , 
of the mansion, the biidc was left lu 
a lonely apartment of the fortre-s. 
Without wasting time in fruitless l.i- 
montation, she resolved to quit the hie 
which a few houra had niadoan deso- 
late. She had almost succeeded in 
hanging herself with a inaseive gold 
chain which she wore, when lier captor 
entered the apartment. Inlliuiiod, not 
with lust, but with avarice, eseitcd not 
by her charms, but by her jewellery, 
he rescued her from her jienWuB pom- 
tion. Ho then took possession of liei 


a Boofd, 103 , lai. 
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(duun and the other trinkets with 
which her wedding-dress was adorned, 
and caused her to be entirely stripped 
of her clothing. She woe then scourged 
with rods till her beautiful body was 
bathed in blood, and at last alone, 
naked, nearly mad, was sent back into 
the city. Here* the forlorn creature 
wondered up and down through the 
blazing streets, among the heaps of 
dead and dymg, tiU she was at last put 
out of her misery by a gang of sol- 
diers.^ 

Such are a few isolated instances, 
accidentally preserved iii their details, 
of the gencinl horrois m&icted on this 
occasion. Others innumerable have 
sunk into oblivion. On the morning 
of the 6th of Kovemher, Antweip pie- 
sented a ghastly sight. The magnifi- 
cent igarble Toim-house, celebrated 
as a “world’s wonder,’’* even m that 
age and country, in which so much 
splendour was lavished on municipal 
palaces, stood a blackened mm — 
all but the walls destroyed, while its 
archives, accounts, and other valuable 
contents, had polished. The moio 
splendid portion of the city hod been 
consumed; at ieast five hundred pa- 
laces, mostly of marble or hammered 
stone, being a Bmouldermg mass of de- 
stmetion.* The dead bodies of those 
fallen in the massacre were on every 
side, in greatest profusion around the 
Place de Meer, among the Gothic pil- 
lars of the Exchange, and m Uie 
Bti-eets near tiie Town-house. The 
German soldiera lay in their armour, 
some with their heads burned from 
their bodies, some with lege and arms 
consumed by the flames through which 
they had fought.* The Hargrave Go- 
Bwyn Verreyck, the buigomaster Van 
der Meero, the msgistiates Lancelot 
Van TJisiden, Hicholos Van Boekholt, 
and other leiiding citizens, lay among 

1 Bor, uc. 731. HoofU, xl SC.'i 

s “Het walk man moclit tellen onderde 
wonderen der weield." Address of the 
States of Brabfeat to the Btatee-Geueral, In 
Bor, IX. 734. 

* Hoofd, z2 462. Heteren, w llO*. 

* Bor, 732. Hoofd, xi 465. 

* Ibid , IX., 7S1. iDid., xi. 463. 

* Hoofd, xL 466. ■ 

1 Bomonotianoe of the States of Brabant 
to tbo States flonoral Bor, ix. 783. 734. 


piles of less distinguished shun.' They 
remained unburied until the orerseera 
of the poor, on whom the living had 
then more importunate claims than 
the dead, were compelled by Boda to 
bury them out of the pauper fund.* 
The murderers were too thrifty to be 
at funeral charges for their viotims. 
The ceiemony was not hastily per- 
formed, for the number of corpses hod 
not been completed. Two days longer 
the havoc lasted in the city. Of all 
the crimes which men can commit^ 
whether from deliberate calculation, 
or in the frenzy of passion, hardly 
one was omitted, for not, gaming, 
rape, which had been postponed to the 
more stringent claims of robbery and 
murder, were now rapidly added to 
the sum of atrocities.* History has 
recoided the account indelibly on her 
biozcu tablets ; it c.an be adjusted only 
at the judgmcnt-se.it above. 

Of ^ the deeds of darkness yet 
compassed in the Netherlands, tliia 
was the worst. It was called The 
Spanish Fury,* by which dread name 
it has been known for ages. The city, 
which had been a world of wealth and 
splendour, was changed to a chamel- 
house, and from that hour its comme> 
cial prosperity was blasted. Other 
causes had silently girdled the yet 
green and flourishing tree, but the 
Spanish Fury was the fire which con- 
sumed it to ashes. Three thousand 
dead bodies were discovered in the 
staeets, as many more were estimated 
to have peiished m the Scheld, and 
neai-ly an equal number were burned 
or destroyed in other ways. Eight 
thousand persons undoubtedly were 
put to death. Six millions of pro- 
perty wore destroyed by the fire, and 
at least as much more was obtained by 
the Spaniards.* In this enormous 
robbery no class of people was re- 

> Bor, IX. 732 Hoofd, xL 462. Moteran, 
VI lU WaBenaer, vu 116, et mult. aL 

* Ibe estimate of Mcteren is, that four 
milhons, m hmal cash oloue, were obtained 
by the soldiery, exclusively of precions 
stones, other ai tides of jewellery, laces, tno- 
cados. embroidery, andeimllariOTpeityc^ 
portable and convertible dhaiacter. 
teron, vi. 111>. ,The estimates ofHboMj™ 
Bor do not materially differ. In slmH 
bouses as much os SWiDOO guldens ijy 


epected Foreign meicbints li\mg 
under tlie e^pie&s eancuon aud p o 
teetaon of the Spanish monarch, xvue 
plundered with os little leaciie as 
Flexmiigs Ecclesiastics of the Homan 
Church were compelled to disgoigo 
their Tscalth aa ficcly as Cal\ unfits 
Ihe nch wcie made to contribute 
all their abundance, and the poor 


-xrincn itsjmmc. '^~XIj 7 K| 

pluudeieis and mmgled in the goMen I 
airaour which they were loited to 
fumi«h much more alloy than tLpit 
employers knew X portion ot the 
captured booty was thus smicpiiti 
ously redeemed ^ 

In this Spiuish Fury in'‘uy more 
weie masspcied lu Anlwcip than in 
the Samt Bartholomew '»t Pans * A1 


what could be wrung from thtir 
I>oyerfy Neither paupers nor ciinu 
nals were S'lfe Caiitam Cc } or Or is 
mode a biiilLant sp cul'iiuub^ tikmg 
po^se*3bLoii of the or city piisun 
whence he ransomed all the lumatcsi 
w ho could find means to pay lor Ihcir 
hberty Kobbeis, murdeiers, eien 
Anabaptists, w ere thus lu let loo-ae ^ 
Barely has so small a band obtrined m 
three days' loobeiy so 1 rgo an amount 
of wealth Four or ii\e milhuns 
divided among five thousand soldiers 
made up for long anearages, and the 
Spamai^ had reason to congratulate j 
themselyes upon havmg thus taken the 
duty of payment into thoir ow u h nda 
It IS tiae that the wages of iniquity ; 
were somewhat unequdlj distiibuted, I 
eomewhot fooh^hly squaudciul A ' 
private tiooper was known to lidO ten 
thousand crowns in one day in a 
gimbliiig tiau^adion <,t the BouiseS 
for the soldieis, bemg thus hand 
Bomely m funds, became desiious of 
aping the despised and plundeied 
merdiants, and resorted daily to the 
Exchange, hke men accustomed to 
affairs The dearly purchased gold 
was thus lightly squandered by many, 
while otheis, moie prudent, melted 
their portion mto s\/oruhiltv, into 
scabborda, even mto whole suits of 
aimour, darkened, by precaution, to 
appear made entirely of uon The 
brouides, laces, and jewellery of Ant 
werp merchants weie converted into 
coate of mail for their destroyers 
The goldsmiths, however, thus ob 
tamed an opportunity to outwit thoir 

fimnd; over 90 000 in tho dwelling of a 
widow — Heteren, ubi sup 

1 Box IX 7S2, Hoofd, xi 405 Moteieii, 
Vi m 

* Hoofd, ad 466 Bor, ix. Ve 2 Ib d 
4211 ^®terea, ubt sup BCiado, 


Tioat as many living hmxian benj 
wcie dashed out of existence now a. 
tner<^ hod 1 cn statues de ti )\ed m 
tie mcinoi able im ige bi ti' lUg of Ai t 
weip,ten jearsbetoie, an evfutwlicb 
had sent such a thrill ofhoiiprtlm i^a 
the heart of Catholic Chi intend >u \ tt ' 
the NeU eilaudeiB and the pK ^ atj 
ot Eu ope may bo forgiv if tb > il 
glided this massacie ot then bu biLO 
with aa much execration as h d ^ n 
bestowed upon that fur} again^ lU 
and stones At least, tlie iinv c 
breakers b id been act lated bv m 
idea, and their hands wtif poUut d 
neifchti V ilU blood nor n]»ine 1 i 
haj s the Spam iida had been kl 
» qually b} rehgioub fonat'ci^m "M ,\i* 
not they believe they v\c t n i ting 
well of their Kother fhurch vbi6 
they were thus di'^encumbtimg m*! 
deb of their wealth, and earth of lU 
infidels * Had not tho Pt 1 1 an 1 bia 
cardmab gone to chinch m bikma 
proce oion, to render lb nk^ i nto God 
for th© mas&acre of P''U'3 Ualuot 
cannon thundeied and beacons blazed 
to commemoiate that ausjuepub event" 

hy should not t'lo ^U^tw ei p execu 
tiouers claim equal commcndati in • 
Even if in their dt.lnum the lid 
confounded fiiend with fi c, CathoLe 
with Calvmist, aud chvucU pioputy 
With lay, could tuey not pf mt to an 
equal number of dead bodice, and to 
an mci edibly superior amounii of 
plunder * 

llarvelloiisly few Spaniards were 
sHiu m the&e eventful divs o 
hundred killed zs the largest nuinbei 

4 Nearly three tunes as mai j if tho e»ti 
mate of Do liiou astotbanumbor jf llugu^ 
nets slam, three thonsazid, contet— 
Thou liv 63, VI 443 hlany contompor^ 
writers b&ve, however, placed the numbtf 
of the Fans noUtne as high ostonthcuesoQi 

4 De Xliou, vL 442. 





etated.^ The discrepancy aeema mon* 
sta'oiia, but it ia hardly more than often 
e:usted between the losses inflicted 
and sustained by the Spaniards in such 
combata. Their prowess was equal to 
their ferocity, and this waa enough to 
make them seezn endowed with preter- 
human powers. ^ When it is remem- 
bered, also, that the burghers were 
insufficiently armed, that many of 
their defenders turned against them, 
that many thousands fled in the fust 
moments of the encounter — and when 
the eflect of a sudden and awful panic 
is duly considered, the discrepancy 
between the number of killed on the 
two Bides wiU not seem so astonishing. 

A few officers of distinction were 
taken alive and carried to the castle. 
Among these were the Seigneur do 

1 Bor's eatimato la two hundred Spamai da 
killed and four hundred wounded, ix. 731. 
Hoofd, XI. 4G3, gives the same Muudoza 
allows only fourteen Spaniaida to liavo 
been kiUeo, and rather more than twenty 
Wounded, llcteron, aa uau.d, cousideimg 
the honour of hla countrymen ctatoke, hncU 
a gnm ooneoUtion in adduig a few to the 
number of tho onemus alain, and gives a 
total of thioo hundred Spauiarda killod— > 
vi 110 Stradn (viu. 422) gives the two ex- 
tromea ; so that it la almost oortam that the 
Humber was not lose than fourteen nor more 
•hau two hundred Those etalistics aro cer- 
tainly curious, for It would eeem almost Im- 
noHsible that a ibroe numbering between 
thiity-flvo hundred end five tiiuusand mon 
fthcioisthia amount of discrepancy lu the 
Oifibrcnt oetiinalCb) should capture and 
plunder, with so littlo loss to thomsclvua. a 
city of two hundred thousand eoula, defeudod 
by on army of at least twelve thousand, 
besides a laige proportion of burghers bcai> 
ing weapons No wonder that the chival- 
rous Brautome was in on ecstasy of delight at 
the achievement (Horn lUust., etc , il 204X 
and that the Notlierlandcrs, seeing tbo prow- 
ess and tho cruelty of their foes, sboidd come 
to doubt whether they were men or devils 
IHiis disproportion between tho number of 
Spaniards and States’ aoldicrs elaiu was the 
same in all tho great encounters, ^larticu- 
larly in those of the period which now occu- 
pies us In tho BIX months between tho 
and of August 1576 and tho signing of the 
perpetual edict on the 17tli of February, 
1677, the Spaniards killed twenty thoueand, 
by tho admission of the Netherhuiders them- 
selves, and acknowledged less than six slam 
on their own side \ Slendoza, xvi. 835.— 
Compare Gahrata, xi. 666; Moteren, vi 120 
^ much for thtsblood expended annually or 
monthly "by tho Ne^ermders in defciico of 
hberty and religion. As for the money con- 
sumed, the usum estimate 6f the expense of 
the States' army was firoa 800,000 to ono 


Caprea and youug Count Egmont. Tho 
councillor Jerome de Rods was loungiug 
on a chair in an open galleiy when 
these two gentlemen were brought 
before him, and Caprea was base 
enough to make a low obeisance to 
the man who claimed to represent the 
whole goveniment of his Majosty.^ 
Tho woilhy successor of Vargas re- 
plied to his captive’s greeting by a 
“kick in his stomaLh,*’ adding, with 
a brutality which his prototype might 
have envied, ** Ah pato tradidor ,^* — 
whoreson traitor — “let me have no 
sanitations from such as you.” * Young 
EgmonL, wlio had been captured, figh^ 
ing bravely at the head of coward 
by Julian Romero, who nine 
years before had stood on his father's 
scaiiuld, regarded this brutal scene 

milbou guldens monthly. (Mctcren, viu. 
138*^ atid 144 ) Tho eamo historian calcu- 
lates iho expense of Philip's army at foi ty- 
two mtlhoiis ot crowns for tho umo years 
from 1507 to 1570, which would give nuuily 

400.000 dollars monthly, half of which, ha 
says, came from Spam. The Kethorlandors, 
thoroforo, fm-mshed tho other half, so that 

200.000 dollars, equal to 500,000 guldens, 
monthly, wero to oo added to the million 
requlied for their own war department. 
Here then woa a tax of one and a half mil* 
lions monthly, or eighteen millions yearly, 
simply for the keeping of the two ormies on 
foot to destroy the Nothurlanders and con- 
Bums thoir substance The Inghtful loss by 
confistatioiis, plunderings, brandschottinga^ 
and tlic Bjukmga of cities uiid vilLigcs iiiiiuiuo- 
xnble, ^V3B all in addition, of couise, but that 
enormous ainuunt dohos c ilciiKition. The 
legulai expense in money whiuh they were 
to meet, it they could, for the more piOy and 
provision of tho armies, Wtas as above, and 
equnl to at least sixty miilions yearly, to- 
day, making the common allowance ior iho 
dilleionco m tho value of money. This was 
ccitamly sulflciont for apopuhitiou of thieo 
millions. Tbcir frequent promise to niaui- 
tam thoir liberty with thoir “goods and 
their blood '* was no idle boast ; &ree thou- 
sand men and one and a half million florins 
biung consumed monthly. 

* Bor, IX 731. Hoofd, xi 413 Sfeteren, 
vi 110 . pour ccrtaincs bomios oou- 

Bideiations j'ay pnns nion logis on co elms- 
teaii, qu’est la maisou roynllo de sa 
pour d’lcy pourvooir ot ordouucr toutoslea 
chobcs do son service, jusquos lea soigneuis 
du conseil eoyuut romis on lour ontidre 
liberte," etc — Letter of Jerome de Roda to 
the authorities of Antwerp, Bept 8, 1576. 
Ill Itegistcr dor Dohantw van Brabtmh 
A* 1576, f. 203.^ US , Hogue Arcluvea. 

4 Bor, iz. 781. Hoofd, xi. 463. lltoteiui^ 

vl,110. • 


with haughty indignation. Thia be- 
haviour had more effect upon Boda 
than the suppleness oi Caprca. “ 1 am 
sorry for your misfortune, Count,” 
said the oouncElor, uithout however 
nsmg from his cli.ui ; “ aiich is the 
lot of those uho take arms ag.ainst 
their Eling.” ^ Thia was the unfortu- 
nate commencement of Fhihp £g- 
moirt’s career, which was destined to 
be inglorious, vaoillatmg, base, and on 
more than one occasion unlucky. 

A shiver lan thiough the country os 
the news of the horiiblo crime was 
epread, but it was a shiver of indig- 
nation not of fear. Already the ne- 
gotiations at Ghent between the re- 
iiresentativcs of the Prince and of 
iloUand and Zealand with the deputies 
of the other pioviiices were in a fa- 
vourable tiain, and the effect of this 
event upon their counsels was rather 
quickening than appalling. A letter 
&om Jerome de Boda to &a Bmg was 
intercepted, giving an account of the 
transaction. In that document the 
senator gave the wannest praise to 
Sancho d' Avila, Julian Bomcro, Alonzo 
do Vargas, Francis Verdugo, as well 
as to the German colonels Fiiggei, 
Frondsborgor, PolwiUer, and othera 
w'ho had most czerted themselves m 
the massacre. " I wish your Majealy 
much good of thia victory,” concluded 
the councillor, " ’tis a very gieat one, 
and the damage to the city is enor- 
mous.”® Thia cynical view w.as not 
calculated to produce a soothing effect 
on the exasperated minds of the peo- 
ple. On the other hand, the estates 
of Brabant addressed an eloquent 
appeal to the states-gencral, reciting 
their wrongs, and urging immediate 
action. “’Tis notorious,” said the 
remonstrauts, "that Antwerp was but 
yesterday the first and principal orna- 
ment of all Europe; the refuge of all 
the nations of the world; the source 
aud supply of countLeas treasure ; the 
nurse of all arts and industry; the 
protectress of the Boman Catholic 

® Bor, Hoofd, Ueteron. ubi sun. Strada, 
vhi. 41B. 

* Letter of Rada, spud Bor, ix. 737, 738. 

' Remonetrance of the BIstes of Brabant 
Cs Bor, la. 733 

® **Waop van dc tsomorie is on aid abe- 


rehgion ; the guardian of science and 
virtue : and, above all these pre-emi- 
nences, more than faithful and obedi- 
ent to her sovereign prmce and lord. 
The city is now changed to a gloomy 
cavern, filled with robbers and mm- 
dcrers, enemies of God, the King, and 
all good subjects " They then pro- 
ceeded to recite the story of the iraa- 
sacre, “whereof the memory shall lo 
ahominahle so long as the uoild 
stands,”* and concluded with an ur- 
gent appeal for redress. Th oy pai ticii 
larly suggested that an edict should 
fortirwith he passed, foibidiUng the 
alienation of property and the expoita 
tion of goods in any form from Ant- 
werp, together with ooucosoion of the 
right to the proprietors of reclaniiiiij 
their stolen pi opeity suinmai ily, u litn- 
ever, and wheresoever it nhght ba 
found. In accordance with these in- 
structions, an edict was passed, hut 
somewhat tardily, in the hope of rc 
lioving some few of the eifi conse- 
quences hy which the Antwoip Fuiy 
had been attended ® 

At about the same time the Frince 
of Orange addressed a roinarkalle 
letter® to the states-gencral then as- 
sembled at Ghent, urging them to 
hasten the conclusion of the treaty. 
The news of the massacre, which ^n^ 
Dished an additional and most rivid 
illustration of the truth of his letter, 
had not then reached him at Hiddel- 
burg,but the earnestness of his views, 
taken in connexion with this lost dirk 
deed, exerted a powerful and luJclible 
effect. The letter was a masterpiece, 
because it was necessary, in his posi- 
tion, to infiame without alarming, to 
stimulate the feelings which were in 
unison, without shocking those which, 
if aroused, might prove discordant 
Without, therefore, alluding in terms 
to the religious question, he dwelt 
upon the necessity of union, firmness, 
and warmeas. If so much hod been 
done by Holland and Zealand, hov 
much more might be hoped when ail 

Dunabel weseu bo long als de weicld stact,' 
etc,— Romonatraiico, etc. ^or, u\n sup. 

» Bor, iz 736, 737. 

• Tbo letter is pubbsbed by Gacliard, 
roapoiidanco de -SuiBaumo le lamt, us tw- 
164. 
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the pro'vinoes were united! “The 
principal flower of the Spanish army 
has ffdlen/’he said, “without having 
been able to eonquer one of those 
provinces from those whom they call, 
in mockery, poor beggais; yet what 
is that handful gt cities compared to 
all the provinces uL>cli might join us 
in the quarrel.” ^ He warned the 
states of the necessity of shewing a 
strong and united front; the King 
having been ever led to consider the 
movement in the Netherlands a mere 
conspiracy of individuals. " The King 
told me himself, in 1559," said Orange, 
"that if the estates had no pillais to 
lean upon, they would not talk so 
loud." It was, therefore, necessary to 
shew that prelates, abbots, monks, 
seigniors, gentlemen, burghers, and 
peasants, the whole people in shoi-t, 
now cried with one voice, and desired 
with one will. To such a demonstra- 
tion the King would not dare oppose 
himself. By thus preserving a film 
and united front, sinking aU minor 
dififerences, they would, moreover, in- 
spire their friends and foreign princes 
with confidence. The princes of Ger- 
many, the lords and gentlemen of 
France, the Queen of England, al- 
though sympathising with the mis- 
fortunes of the Netherlandeis, h.id 
been unable offeclually to help them, 
so long as their disunion prevented 
them from helinng themselves ; so long 
as even their appeal to arms seemed 
merely “ a levy of bucklers, an emotion 
of the populace, which, like a wave of 
the sea, rises and sinks again as soon 
as risen.”* 

While thus exciting to union and 
firmness, he also took great pains to 
instil the necessity of wariness. They 
were dealing with an artful foe. In- 
tercepted letters had already proved 
that the old dissimulation was still to 
be employed; that while Don John of 
Austria was on his way, the Nether- 
landers were to be lulled into confi- 


1 Oaebard, Corresp , etc., ill. 147, 148. 

* Ibid , lii. 

> IbuL, ill 120 . t 

* Bor, IX. 727. Hoofd, xi 470.— The Unal 
and dccisi've aasault was mtide upon the Stli ; 
the articles of surrondor were arranged, and 


dence by glozing speeches. Roda waa 
provided by the King with a secret 
programme of instructions for the new 
Governor's guidance, and Don Sandio 
d'Avila, for his countenance to the 
mutineers of Alost, had been applaud- 
ed to the echo in Spain.^ Was not 
this applause a frequent indication of 
ihe policy to be adopted by Don John, 
and a thousand times more significa- 
tive one than the unmeaning phrases 
of barren benigmty with which publie 
documents might be crammed ? ** The 
old tricks are again brought into Be]> 
vice,” said the Prince ; “ therefore 'tis 
necessary to ascertam your veritable 
^ends, to tear off the painted masks 
from those who, under pretence of not 
daring to displease the Kmg, are seek- 
ing to swim between two waters. *Tis 
necessary to have a touchstone; to 
sign a declaration in such wise that 
you may know whom to trust, and 
whom to suspect." 

The massacre at Antwerp and the 
eloquence of the Prince produced a 
most quickening effect upon the Con- 
gress at Ghent. Their deliberations 
had proceeded with decorum and ear< 
nestness, in the midst of the cannonad' 
ing against the citadel, and the fortress 
fell on the same day which saw the 
conclusion of the treaty.^ 

This impoitant instrument, by which 
the sacrifices and czeitions of the 
Prince were, for a biief season, at 
least, rewarded, contamed twenty-five 
aiticles.’ The Prince of Orange, with 
the estates of Holland and Zeidand, on 
the one side, and the provinces signing, 
or thereafter to sign the treaty, on the 
other, agreed that there should be a 
mutual forgiving and forgetting os re- 
garded the past. They vowed a close 
and faithful fxiendship for the futiu'e. 
They plighted a mutual promise to 
expel &e Spaniards from the Hether- 
lands without delay. As soon as this 
great deed should be done, there was 
to be a convocation of the states-gene- 


tbe castle was evacuated upon the lit 
Novcmboi — Uetoron, vi. 118. HSM 
xYi 320 ArchiTOB, etc , v. 626. n 
4 See tbem la Bor, iz. 788-741 ; Hohn 
467 and 470; Uendbm, xvi. a80-9S6ig 
two, vl. 112f Boq. et al * 






ra7, on the basis of tliat assembly before two campaigns. Provinces and cities 
which the abdication of the Emperor should not have the benefit of this 
had taken place. By this congress, the union until they had signed the treaty, 
affairs of leligion in Holland and Zea- but they ^ould be permitted to sign 
land should be regulated, as well as the it when Uiey choso.^ 
surrender of f orti osses and other places This memorable document was sub* 
belonging to his ^Majesty. There was scribed at Qhent, on the 8th of Novem* 
to be full liboiLy of communication ber, by Saint Aldeg6nde, with eiglit 
and traffic between the citizens of the other commissioners appointed by the 
one side and the other. It should not Prince of Orange and the cstal of 
be legal, however, for those of Holland Holland on the one side, and by Blbcr* 
and Zealand to attempt anything out* tus Leoniuus and pther deputies np. I 
side thoir own toiritory against the pointed by Brabant, Flandois, Arto’«5, 
Roman Catholic religion, nor for cause Uamault, Valenciennes, Lille, Douay, 
thereof to injure or irritate any one, Orchies, Namur, Toiini.iy, Uticclii, 
by deed or word- All the placards and and ^lechlin ou the other side * 
edicts on the subject of heresy, to;re- The arrangement was a ma&tc.ijiwa 
thcr withthecrimmal oi’dinanccamado of diplomacy on the past of tli>^ I’lir.oc, 
by the Duke of Alva, were suspended, for it was as effectual a provisimi for 
until the statcs-gener.il should otlier* the safety of the Reformed religion pi 
wise ordam. The Pi ince was to re* could be expected under the (Sircuin* 
main lieutenant, admit al, and general stances. Itwas much, conBideiingtlm 
for hia Majesty in Holland, Zealand, change which had been wToughtuI lata 
and the associated places, till otherwise years in the fifteen provinces, tbattliey 
provided by the etatos-general, after should consent to any treaty with tbiir 
the departure of the Spannards The two hei‘etio sisters. Itw’a«j muchn^'ie 
dtiesandplacesincludedinthePiince'a that the Pacification should rccogniF" 
commission, but not yet acknowledge the new religion as 1 1 ? establi&li' d 
ing his authority, should receive satis* creed of Holl^d and Zealand, while pi 
foction fiom him, as to tho point of the same time the infamous erlicte of 
religion and other matters, before sub* Charles were formally abolished. In 
scribing to the union. All prisoners, the fifteen Catholic provmces there 
and particulaily the Comte de Bossu, was to be no prohibition of private 
should be released without ransom. Reformed worship, and it might be 
All estates and other property not naturally expected that w'lth time ai'd 
already alienated should be restored, the amvalof the banished religioiiiAs 
all confiscations since 15GC bemg de* a firmer stand would bo taken nr 
dared null and void. Tho Countess of the Reformation. Meantime, thu 
Palatine, widow of Brederode, and new religion was formally e«tabli>'b{*il 
Count de Buren, son of the Prince of in two provinces, and tolerated, xn 
Orange, were expressly named in this secret, in the other fifteen ; the In* 
pToviBion. Prelates and cccleaiastv^l quisition was for ever abolished, and 
persons, having property in Holland the whole strength of the nation en< 
and Zealand, should be reinstated, if listed to expel the foreign soldiciv 
possible; but m caso of alienation, from the soiL This was the work of 
which was likely to be generally the William tho Silent,* and the gre'it 
case, there should be reasonable com* Prince thus saw the labour of yean 
pensation. It was to be decided by crowned with, at least, a momentary 
the states-general whether the pro* success. His sitisfaction was veiy 


K 


vmces should discharge the debts m* 
curred by the Prince of Orange in hia 

^ 6co particularly Arts 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, IC^ 
and 25 a jjor, ix. 741. 

3 There is no mention in the Reenlutions 
or Ilolland, from tho 26th of April to the 8th 
of Noveuibor 1570, of any draughts for a 
wsaty, or of any vi'eparations for, or de- 


great when it was announced to iiiin, 
many days before the exchan ge of tlie 

liberations concerning, sucli a document 
The inference of Eluit(i. 140$' 117) is tUtt t o 
Pnnee, 'vx^tU his council and nine commi’i* 
sioners, managed tho whole ncgoci.'itum; 
such was the coilifidcneu reposed m him b; 
the two provmces. 






aignatviTes, that the treaty had been 
ooncluded. He was desiroiia that the 
Pacification should he referred for ap- 
provalj not to the municipal magis- 
trates only, but to the people itsolfi^ 
In all great emergencies, the man who, 
in his whole character, least resembled 
a demagogue, either of antiquity or of 
modem times, was eager for a fi'csh 
expression of the popular will. On 
this occasion, however, the demand for 
approbation was superfiuous. The | 
whole country thought with his 
thoughts, and spoke with his words, 
and the Pacification, as soon as pub- 
lished, was received with a shout of 
joy ’ Pi oclaimed in the market-place 
of every city and village, it was rati- 
fied, not by votes, but by hymns of 
thanksgivmg, by triumphal music, by 
thund^ing of cannon, and by the blaze 
of beacons, throughout the Nethei^ 
lands. Another event added to the 
satisfaction of the hour. The country 
BO recently, and_ by deeds of such re- 
markable audacity, conquered by the 
Spaniards in the north, wm recovered 
almost simultaneously with the con- 
clusion of the Ghent tieaty. It was a 
natural consequence of the great mu- 
tiny. The tioops having entirely de- 
serted Mondragon, it became necessary 
for that officer to abandon Zierickzeo, 
the city which had been won with so 


much valour. In the beginning of 
November, the caiiital, and with it the 
whole island of Schouwen,togetherwith 
the rest of Zealand, excepting Tholon, 
was recovered by Count Ilohonlo, liou- 


tenaiit-general of the Prince of Orange, 
and acting accordingto his instructions.’ 


Thus, on this p.articular pomt of 


time, many gicat events had been 
crowded. At tho very same moment 
ZeaUnd had been redeemed, Antwerp 
mined, and the league of aU the Ne- 
thei lands against the Spaniards con- 


cluded. It now became known that 


another and most importa/;t event had 
occurred at tho same instant. On the 


day before the Antwerp massacre, four 
days before the publication of the 
Ghent treaty, a foreign cavalier, at- 
tended by a Moorish dave and by six 
mcn-at-aims, rode into the streets of 
Luxemburg The cavalier was Don 
Ottavio Gonzaga, brother of the Prince 
of Mclfi. The Moorish slave was Don 
John of Austria, the son of the Em- 
peror, the conqueror of Granada, the 
hero of Lepanto.’ The new Governor- 
general had traversed Spain and France 
m disguise with great celerity, and in 
the romantic manner which belonged 
to bis cbaiacter. He stood at lost on 
the threshold of the Netherlands, but 
with all bis speed he had arrived a few 
days too late. 


^ 1^70 commissioners were, in fact, da- 
spatched to each city of IIolLind, to lay the 
ti'cuty befoio tho icspcctivo goTcrumonta, 
and obtain their 6igtiaturc8.~Kluit, lioU., 
Btoatsreg., 1 llS. 

• Bor, IX. 740 Wagenaer, yli. 117 — 
ftTecq une d grande joio ct contento* 
ment du pouple, de toutes Irs OToviUces en 
e6ndral et on puticulier, qu il ii* 0 bt oiemuiro 


d’homme qui pui^vse se sonvenir d’uno )ia« 
rcillo Uu chubtim so peult son^onir daa 
p'onic^scs mutuollcs d’aniltie qiii y sont 
comprm,” otc. — Apologie du P. d’Orauge^ p* 
95. 

> Bor, lx TS7. Uoofd, xL 470, 

* IWd , lx T42. Ibid , XI. 472. 

» Rit Ida,, lx 485. Cabrons xi 674. 




PART V. 

DON JOHN OF AUSTEIA. 

1676-1578. 


CHAPTEB I. 

Krth and poreatage of Don John^^Baibara Blomberg — Early education and recogiiiilcn jj 
Ciulip~Brilliant military eareer^Campaign agaiust the floors — BUile of Lo^anro- 
Extrovacant ambition—Sccrct and rapid joumoy of the new Governor to tlio Xot'iei 
lands— Contrast between Don John and William of Orange— Secret instructions of Fiiih] 
and private purposes of the Governor— Cautious policy and correspondence of the Fi inn 
Pi^rainary nocrotiations with Don Jolm at XtiiKcmburg ohoiactcnscd— huion d 
Bnisaols— Resumption of negotiations with the Governor at Huy— TLc di'‘Cuwo*i 
analysed and characterised — Influence of the new Emperor Rudolph II and of hi 
envove— Treaty of Marche on F.uiiino, or the Perpetual Edict, signed— Remarks upoi 
that transaction— Views and cfiuita of Orange m opposition to the treaty— llis httei, ii 
name of Hollind and Zealand, to the States Gcneial — Anxiety of the rojnlgovcmmci 
to gain over tho Pnnee — Sccict mi^Mon of Deonmus — His mslnictions fiom Don John- 
SSoiitlcss attempts to corrupt the Piince — Seciet corrcspoudonco bet^tceu Doll John nn 
Orange — Don John at Louvain — ^llis eERirts to ingratiate himscli with tho NcihoilAi dei 
—His mdpiout jiopularity— Demrture oftiie Spanish troops — Duke of Acischut appointoi 
Governor of Antwerp cittUlcl — ^llis ineinceie cuaractor. 


OoR JOBir of Austria was now in. bis 
thirty-second year, having been bora 
in Ratisbon on the 24th of February 
1S45.^ His father was Charles the 
Fifth, Emperor of Germany, King of 
Spain, Oominator of Asia, Afiica, and 
America; his mother was Barbara 
Blomherg, washerwoman of Hatisbon. 
Introduced to the Emperor, originally, 
that she might alienate hia melancholy 
by her Binging,^ she soon exhausted all 
that was harmonious in her nature, for 
never was a more uncomfortable, un- 
manageable personage than Barbara in 
her after life. Mamed to one Pyramus 
Kcgell, who was made a mihtary com- 
missary in the Hetherlands, she was 
left a widow in the beginning of Alva’s 
idministration. Placed under the 


especial superintendence of the DuIlE 
she became the torment of that an 
nor’s life. The temble Qovci nor, a h 
rauld almost crush the hc.sit out o 
a nation of three millions, a os imaU 
to curb this single termagant. Pliili 
had expressly forbidden her to man 
again, but Alva informed him that sb 
was surrounded by suitors. Philip h.a 
luBisted that she should go into a cor 
vent, hut Alva, who, with giVat difl 
culty, had established her quietly i 
Ghent, assured his master that eb 
would break loose again at tho bar 
suggestion of a convent. Philip wishe 
her to go to Spain, sending her woi 
that Don John was moi tided by tb 
life his mother was leadmg, but sb 
informed 'jbe Governor that she woul 


> Stiada, X. toe. 


’ Ibid — Compare Brantome, ii. 140. 




be cut to pieces before she would go 
to Spain. She had no objection to see 
her son, but knew too well how 
women were treated in that countiy. 
^e Duke complainedmoBt pathetically 
to his kfajesty of the life they all led 
with the ex-mistreSB of the Emperor. 
Never, he frequently observed, had 
woman so terrible a head.^ She was 
obstinate, reckless, abominably extra- 
vagant. She had been provided in 
Ghent with a handsome establishment: 
''with a duenna, six other women, a 
major domo, two pages, one chapLain, 
an almoner, and four men-servants, and 
this seemed a sufliciently liberal scheme 
of life for the widow of a commissaiy. 
Moreover, a reiy ample allowance had 
been made for the education of her 
only legitimate son, Conrad, the other 
havu)g perished by an accident on the 
day or his father’s death. While Don 
John of Austria was gathering laurels 
in Granada, his half-brother, Pyiamus 
junior, had been ingloriously droimed 
lu a cistern at Ghent. 

Barbara’s expenses were exorbitant; 
her way of life scandalous. To send 
her money, said Alva, was to throw it 
into the sea. In two days she would 
have spent in dissipation and feasting 
any sums which the King might choose 
to supply. The Duke, who feared no- 
thing else in the world, stood in mor- 
tal awe of the widow Kegell. " A tei- 
rible animal, indeed, is an unbridled 


woman," wrote secretaiy Cayas, from 
Madrid, at the dose of Alva’s adminis- 
tration ; for, notwithstanding eveiy ef- 
fort to entice, to intimidate, and to 
kidnap her from the Netherlands, there 
she remained, through all vicissitudes, 
even till the arrival of Don John. By 
his persuasions or commands she was, 
at last, induced to accept an exile for 
the remainder of her days, in Spain, 
but revenged herself by asserting that 
he was quite mistaken in supposing 
himself the Emperor’s child; a point, 
certainly, upon which her authority 
might be thought conclusive. Thus 
tiiere was a double mystery about Don 
John. He might be the issue of august 
parentage on one side ; he was, possibly, 
sprung of moat ignoble blood. Base- 
l^m at best, he was not sure whether 
to look for the author of his being in 
the halls of the Ccesara or the booths 
of Eiitisbon mechanics.® 

Whatever might be the heart of 
the mysteiy, it is oeitain that it was 
allowed to enwrap all the early life of 
Don John. The emperor, who cer- 
tainly never doubted his responsi- 
bility for the infant’s existence, had 
him conveyed instantly to Spain, 
where he was dehvered to £ouis 
Quixada, of the Imperial household, 
by whom he was brought up in mat 
rctiicment at Villa-gaicia. Magmilen 
TJlloa, wife of Quixada, watched over 
his infancy with maternal and mag- 


1 Correspondance do FliUippc 11 , 8S4, 91J, 
060, 009, 084, 9S7, 1026, 1064. 

3 Coiresp. de Flalippo II, 1025 '*Lo 
tlene banqueteado** Quon tembilo ani- 

mal cB MTift muger dos Oufionada ' — Ibid , 
11 1255 Meteren, vi 119^ — Gomparo Van 
dorHammeny licon: Son Juando Austna; 
Hiatono, Madrid, 1627, vi. 204. Stmda, 
Brontome — Compare V. d. Vynckt, ii 213 
'* Wlc Zijne wore moedor geweesb zU, » cen 
Toadsakgeblcoven, datnooitTolkomenopge- 
lost IB,'* etc, etc,— Cabrera, xil. 1000. An 
absurd rumour bad existed that Baibnra 
Blomborg only been employed to fier- 
Bonate Don John's mother. Bho died at an 
OBtatecalled Arronjo de I^Iohnoa, lour leagues 
from Hadiid, some years after the death of 
Don John.— Cabrera, xii, 1009. The follow- 
ing Bomb, taken f^m a MS collection of 
paaquillea of the day, shows what was a very 
general opixnon in Ime NetkcrlAnda concem- 
mg the wirontflgc of Don Johntind the posi- 
tion of Barbara Blomhgrg, The verses si's 
not without ingenuity:— 

I 


"Echo 

Ecd nt Auetnacum nostrum rodoamus 

camus 

Ilunc CcuriB iihum esse satis eet notum 
— nothum 

Slulti tamen do ejus patre dubitavere— 
vere 

Cujus ergo filium oum dicunt Itali— /ifaZt 

Vtrum mater satis cst uota in uostig re< 
publicft — 

Imo hftctenus egit m Bnabantid ter vocro 
— hoero 

Ciimen ost no frui amplexu unius Coaina 
tom generosi— OBI 

Fluribus ergo u^a in vuft c$t— ita est 

Beu post Cesaris congreasum non vere 
ante — onto 

Tace garrula ue tale qmppiam loquara— 
quai-cT 

Neseis qua poena afficiendum i 
gium iusigne— jgne^'* 
etc. etc. etc. 

Yors Satiriqnes 
* Jean d'Ao 

BlbldeBos 62 



nanimous care, for her huaband’s ex- 
trema eolioltude for the infant’s wel- 
fiire had convinced her that ha was 
its father. On one occasion, vrhen 
their house was in flames, Quisada 
rescued the infan t before he saved his 
wife, “ although Magdalen knew her- 
self to be dearer to him than the apple 
of his eye.” From that tune forth 
she altered her opinion, and believed 
the mysterious child to be of lofty 
origin. The boy grew up full of 
beauty, grace, and agility, the leader 
of aU his companions m every hardy 
sport. Through the country round 
there were none who could throw the 
javelin, break a lance, or ride at the 
rmg like httie Juan Quixada. In ‘ 
tammg unmanageable horses he was 
celebrated for his audacity and skill. 
These accomplishments, however, were 
likely to prove of but slender advan- 
tage in the ecclesiastical profession, to 
which he had been destined by his 
Imperial father. The death of Charles 
occurred before clerical studies had 
^ been commenced, and Phihp, to whom 
' the secret had been confided at the 
close of the Emperor’s life, prolonged 
the delay thus interposed ^ Juan had 
, ilready reached his fourteenth year, 

I when one day his supposed father 
Qiuxada invited him to lide towards 
Valladolid to see the royal hunt. Two 
horses stood at the door — a splendidly 
caparisoned charger and a common 
hackney. The boy naturally mounted 
the humbler steed, and they set forth 
for the mountains of Toro, but on 
hearing the bugles of the approaching 
huntsmen, Quixada suddenly halted, 
and bade his youthful companion ex- 
change horses with himself. AVhen 
this had been done, he seized the hand 
of the wondering boy, and, kissing it 
respectfully, exclaimed, “ Your High- 
ness will be informed as to the mean- 
ing of my conduct by his Majesty, 
who is even now approaching.” They 
had proceeded but a short distance 


1 Strada, x. fiOO, 607 Cabrera, xi. 874 
a “Nunquam so Jucundiorom venando 
vnsdam quam eo die retulisse domum " — 
Bteada, x. 608 It must be borne In mind 
tfaat the leqcnds of Don Johifa boyUuoii 
save uassed through the busy aud inventive 


■xraiximtrpauiic, [IC J D, 

before they encountered the royal 
hunting party, when both Quizada 
and young Juan dismounted, and bent 
the knee to their monarch. Philip, 
commanding the boy to rise, asked 
him if he knew his father’s nama 
Juan replied, with a sigh, that he had 
at that moment lost the only father 
whom he had known, for Quixada 
had just disoivned him. “You have 
the same father as myself,” cried the 
King; “the Emperor Chailea was the 
august parent of us both.” Then ten- 
derly embracing him, he comm.andi''! 
him to remount his horse, and all re- 
turned together to Valladolid, I’h'lip 
oilserving with a sentimentality th.it 
seems highly apocryphal, that ho 1 ad 
never brought home such piccions 
game from any hunt befoie.® 

This theatiical iccognition o£ im- 
pel lal descent was one among the 
many romantic incidents of Don 
John’s picturesque career, for his life 
was never destmed to know the com- 
mon-place. He now commenced hij 
education, in company with his two 
nephews, the Duchess Maigarct’s son, 
and Don Carlos, Prince-royal of Spain. 
’I'liey were all of the same age, but 
the superiority of Don John was soon 
recognised. It was not difficult to sur- 
pass the limping, malicious, Cat 1 is. 
Cither in physical graces or iiitelloctiial 
accomplishments; but the giacoful, 
urbane, and chivalrous Alcxandoi, 
destmed afterwards to such wide cele- 
brity, was a more formidable rival ; yet 
even the professed panegyrist of the 
Famese family exalts the son of Ilai- 
Iwa Blomberg over the grandson of 
Margaret Van Geest.® 

Still destined for the clerical pro- 
fession, Don John, at the age of 
eighteen, to avoid compliance with 
Philip's commands, made his *escapa 
to Barcelona. It was his mtentiun to 
join the Maltese expedition. Becalled 
peremptorily hy Philip, he waa for a 
short time m disgrace, but aftenvania 


brain of Father Btroda. Placed m a seveio 
crucible, much of the romantic ^groo would 
perhaps disappear, but the suhstwco of hie 
nanativeiageiiuino — Compare V. d. Vyiiclct, 

a. 2ie - 

® btrada. X. 609. 



made his peace wiUi the znonmroh 
denouncisg some of the mischievous 
schemes of Don Carlos. Between the 
Prince Royal and the imperial bastard 
there had always been a deep animo* 
sity, the Infante having on one occa- 
sion saluted him with the moat vigor- 
ous and ofFeifaive appellation which 
hi a illegitimate birth could augge^it 
‘^Base-born or not,** returned Don 
Johui at any rate I had a better fa- 
ther than yours,” ^ The words were 
probably reported to Philip, and 
doubtless rankled in his biea^t, but 
nothing appeared on the surface, and 
the jrouth rose rapidly in favour. In 
his twenty-third yeai , he was appointed 
to the command of the famous cam- j 
paign against the inpuigont Moors of 
Oranada. Here he reaped his first 
laurels, and acquired great military 
celcbiity. It is difficult to be dazzled 
by such glory. He commenced hia 
operations by the expulsion of nearly 
all the Iktooiish mhabitants of Granada, 
hed-ndden men, women, and children 
together; and the cruelty inflicted, the 
suilenngs patiently endured m that 
memorable deportation, wore enor- 
mous.^ But few of the many thou- 
sand exiles sumved the horrid march, 
those who were so unfortunate as to 
do so being sold into slavery by their 
captors ^ Still a few Moors held out 
in their mountam fastnesses, and two 
years long the rebellion of this hand- 
ful made head against the power of 
Spain. Had their envoys to ^e Porte 
succeeded in their negotiation, the 
throne of Philip might have trembled; 
but Selim hated the llepuhlic of Y enice 
as much as he loved the wine of Cyprus. 
While the Moors were gasping out their 
lost breath in Granioda and Honda, the 
Turks had wrested the island of Yeuus 
from she grasp of the haughty Bepub- 
lic. Famagosta bad fallen ; thousands 
of Yenetians had been butchered with 
A ferocity which even Chiistians could 
not have surpassed. The famous Gene- 
ral Bragadmo hod been flayed, stuffed, 


1 “Hljodeputa." The anecdote Is related 
y . der Vynckt (li. 220) on ^he authority 
Amelot de la Housaoie. soy bJjo do 

&C|}oi padre."— Btradapz. 509. 


and sent hanging on yard-arm of a | 
frigate to Constwtinople, as a present ! 
to the Commander of the Faithful; | 
and the mortgage of Catherine Coy* ' 
naro, to the exclusion of her bus- ] 
band^B bastards, had been thus defl- ' 
mtely cancelled. With such practical ] 
eDj03mients, Selim was indifferent to 
the splendid but shadowy vision of ! 
the Occidental caliphate — yet the re- ’ 
volt of the Moors was only terminated, > 
after the departure of Don John, by ^ 
the Duke of Arcoa. t 

The w<ar which the Sultan had ^ 
avoided in the \Ye 5 t came to seek him * 
in the Fast, To lift Uie Crucifix ^ 
against the Crescent, at the head of r, 
the powerful but quaiTclsome alliance 
betw'eeu Yenice, Spam, and Rome, 
Don John ai rived at Naples.^ He ' 
brought with him more than a hun- 
dred ships and twenty-three thousand 
men, as the Spanish contingent. Three 
months long the hostile fleets had bean / 
cimsing in the same waters without an 
encouiitor; three more were wasted in 
barren manesuvres. Neither Mussul- 
man nor Christian had much inclina- 
tion for the conflict, the Turk fearing 
the consequences of a defeat, by which 
gains already secured might be for- 
feited — the aUies being appalled at 
the possibility of their own triumph. 
Ncvoriheless, the Ottomans manceuvred 
themselves at last into the Gulf of 
Lepanto — tlie Christians manoeuvred 
IheiDselves towards its mouth as the 
foe was coming forth again. The con- 
flict thus rendered inevitable, both 
Turk and Christian became equally 
eager for the fray, equally confident 
of victory. Bix hundred vessels d 
war met face to face. Barely in 
history had so gorgeous a scene of 
mai*ti^ array been witnessed. An 
October aim gdded the thousand 
beauties of an Ionian landscape. 
Athens and Corinth were behind 
combatants; the mountains of Alex- 
ander’s Macedon rose in the distance ; 
the rock of Sappho and the heights of 


> Stmcla, 609. Bo Thou, liv. vL 7^ sqq. 
(tom. \i.) 

9 Be Thou, liv. xlviil. vi. 212'4BL (liv, 
xLx ) — CAnpara Cabrera, hv. vfl. o. 

9 Cabrera, ix. 675*. Be Thou, vL 22&4 
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AotxuflL wov before their eyes Smce 
the day when the world had been lost 
and won beneath that famous promon> 
toiy, no BU(h combat as the one now 
approa(hmg had been fought upon the 
waves. The chivalrous joung com- 
mander despatched energetic messages 
to his fellow chieftains, and now that 
it was no longer poseible to elude the 
encounter, the martial ardour of the 
alhes was kindled The Venetian 
High Admiral replied n ith n 02 ds of i 
enthusiasm Colonna, lieutenant of ; 

league, answered his chief m the 
language of St Peter ** Though I die, 
yet will I not deny thee ” ^ 

The fleet was aiianged in three divi 
oons The Ottomans, not diawn up 
m crescent form, as usual, had the 
same triple dispo^Kion Bailango 
and the other Venetians commanded 
on the left, John Andrew Dona on tl e 
right, while Don John hunself and Co 
lonna were m the centre Cruciflo. in 
hand, the High Admiral rowed fiom 
ship to ship evhorting generals and 
soldiers to show themsehes worthy of 
a cause which he had persuaded mm 
self was holy * Fired by his eloquence 
and by the sight of the enemy, his 
bearers answered with eager shouts, 
while Don John letuiiied to his ship, 
knelt upon the quarter deck, and offer 
ed a prayer He then oideied the 
trumpets to sound the assault, com 
manded his sailing master to lay him 
alongside the Turkish Admiral, and 
the battle began. The Venetians, who 

1 ' De Thou, VI hv 1 22(5, at seq Cabrera, 

tx cap 24 25 Uiantome 11 119, et seq 
See tho statements of A1 II imct, after the 
* battle, to the Conqueror —Na\aTrcte Docu 
mentos Ineditos, ui 210-251 1 tal number 

of Cbiistmn ships, three hundred and thirty 
six, of Turkish, two hundred *^nd e|gUt>- 
tbree — Helacion cicrta 1 voi dadei a Docu 
montos Ineditos, lu 259-2tf6 Ltiarosi 
oporteat me mon. non to negabo ’ — Bran 
tome, Hommoa lUuat , 11 122 
3 Relocion aorta 1 va dadei a Boaimcntos 
Ingdxtos, 111 243 Ibid — Compare de Tlion, 
Tl 289-243. Brantomo, u 124 
3 Belaoion cicrta 7 verdodera, 244 Ca 
I brera. ix , cap 25 De Thou, vi 24^ sqq 
I { Brantome, u 126 sqq 

* Cabrera says that thirty thousand Turks 
yore slam, ten thousand made prieoiiers, 
m thousand Chiistions killed, and fifteen 
mousond Christian prisoners liberated, ix 
W8, De Thoa*a eetunato u twenty five 
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were first attacked, destroyed ship 
after ship of their assailants after a 
close and obstinate contest, but Bar- 
bango fdl dead ere the sunset, with 
an arrow through hia bram Kean- 
time the action, immediately aftei the 
first onset, had become general. From 
noon till evenmg the battle raged, w ith 
a carnage rarely recorded in histoiy 
Don John's o>vn ship lay yaid aim and 
yaidann with the Turkibli Admiral, 
and exposed to the fire of £>e\en hi^o 
ve^BcIs besides It was a day when 
personal audacity, not skilful tactic , 
was demanded, and the iinpeiial 
bibtard shewed the metal Le was 
made of The Turkish Admiral a 
ship was destroyed, his head expo id 
from Don John’s deck upon a pike, 
and the trophy became the signal fir 
a general panic and a completf^iic 
tory ^ sunset the battle li id bcin 
won • 

Of nearly three hiindicd Ttulosh 
gallejs, but fifty made their escape 
j From twenty fiae to thirty thousmd 
Turks weie slam, and perhaps ten 
j thousand Chiistma Tho gallcj 
I slaves on both sides fought well, and 
ike only beneficial result of the a ictory 
was the liberation of seseral thousand 
Christian captives It is tiuo tbit 
their liberty was purchased with the 
Uses of a neaily equal number of 
Christian soldiers, and by the reduc 
tion to slavery of almost as many 
thousand hIuBbulmeD,^dul> di&tiibiitid 
I among the Christian victois Kany 


thousand Turks kiUod. three thousand pu 
8 OUCIS and ton thousand Chiistians killta 
Tl 247 Piautome stitcs tho number cf 
Tuiks killcl at thnty thousand, loU/fl t 
counting tliose who weio di owned or wl > 
died iftorwards of their wounds, mv tl ou 
sand pnsoneiB twelve thousand Chnstitn 
prisoners libeiated, and ten thousand Chna 
tions killed Hoofd, vi 214, gives the 
figures at twenty five thousand Turks an I 
ten thousand Christians slam Bor v Sol* 
(t 1 ) makes a minute estimate, on the au- 
thority of Pietio Contareno, stating tho 
number of Cbnstians killed at seven thou- 
sand SIX hundred and fifty, that cf Tull s at 
twenty five thoua ind one hundred and fifty 
Turkish pn«onerB at three thousai d ci,;ht 
hundiud and forty six, and Christians hbir 
aied at twelve thousiud, giving the nnm 
her of ^ixibh ships destioyod at eighty, 
captiuec* fifty Acco'diiigtothe 'Bclauon 
ciirta y verd idoia** (whiwh was drawn up a 





eauses contributed to this splendid 
triumph* The Turkish ships^ inferior 
in number, were also worse manned 
than those of their adyersanes, and 
their men were worse armed. Everj 
bullet of the Christians told on muslm 
turbans and embroidered tunics, while 
the arrows •£ the Moslems fell 
harmless on ihe casques and corslets 
of their foes. The Turks, too, had 
committed the fatal error of fighhug 
upon a lee shore. Having no sea room, 
and being repelled in their first onset, 
many galleys were diiven upon the 
rocks, to be destioyed with all their 
crewB.^ 

But whatever the cause of the vie* 
toiy, its consequence was to spread the 
name and fame of Don John of Austiia 
throughout the world. Alva wrote, 
witl^nthusiasm, to congiatulate him, 
pronouncing the ^icfcoiy tho nioatbiil- 
uant one ever achieved by Christians, 
and Don John the greatest gcucr^ 
since the death of Juhus Cscsar. At 
the same time, with a sarcastic fling at 
the ^cctlon of the Bsconal, ho advised 
riiilip to improve this new succef^s in 
some more practical way than by build* 
lUg a house for the Lord and a se* 
pulchre for the dead. ''If/* said the 
Duke, "the conquests of Spain be ex- 
tended in consequence of thu triumph, 
then, indeed, will the Cherubim and 
Seraphim sing gloiy to Gud."^ A 
Conner, despatched post haste to Spain, 
bore the glorious news, together with 

few days after the uctionl, the number of 
Turks blaiii was “thirty thousand und up- 
wards, besides mai^ prisoners;" that of 
Christiana killed was sevon thousand, of 
Christum slaves liberated, twelve thousand; 
of Ottoman ships taken or dostroyed, two 
huudred and thirty. Bocumeutos ludditos, 
iu. 249. Philip scut an express order, for- 
bidding tho ransoming of oven the cantiro 
officer#(CaTta do F 11 h I) I de Zunlg.u 
Bocumentos Tueditos, 111 230). The Turkish 
idavea were divided among the victois la 
the x>roportiou of one-half to Phihp and one- 
half to the Fope and Venice xbe other 
booty was distributed on the same prmciple. 
Out of the Pope's share Bon John received, 
as tt pi'esent, oue hundred and seventy-four 
slaves (Boemnentos Indditos, m. 229) Alex- 
ander of Pf^a received thirty sutves; Ke- 
quesenB, thirty. To each general of infontiy 
was oBsigned six slaves; to^eoeb colonel, 
four, to each ship's captain, one. The num- 
bw of “slaves ui chaias" (esi^vos de os- 


the sacred standard of tne Prophet, 
the holy of holies, inscribed with the 
name of Allah twenty-eight thousand 
nine hundred times, always kept in 
Mecca during peace, and never einca 
conquest of Constantinople lost in * 
Imttle beforo. The King was at ves- i 
pers in the EacoriaL Entering the ( 
sacred precincts, hi'eathless^ traveh > 
stained, excited, the messenger found I 
Philip impassible as marble to the , 
wonc^us news. Not a muscle of the 
royal visage was moved, not a pliable 
escaped the royal bps, save a bri^ • 
order to the clergy to continue the tn- ? 
tenupted vespeis. When the service * 
had been methodically concluded, the 
TCing made known the intelhgeoxce and 
requested a Te Deum.^ 

The youthful commander-in-chief * 
obtamed more than his full meed of 


glory. No doubt he had fought with 
bnlliaut coiwage, yet, m so close and 
murderous a conflict, the valour of no 
single mdiviiluoX eould deolde the day, 
and the result was due to the combing 
detcimmatlon of all. Had Don John 
remaaned at Naples, the issue might 
have easily been the same, Barbango, 
who sealed the victory with his blood; 
Colonna, W'ho celebrated a solemn 
triumph on his return to Borne; Pair* 
ma, Doria, Giustiniani, Venieri, might 
each as well have claimed a monopoly 
of the glory, had not the Pope, at 
Philip’s cuiicaty, conferred the baton 
of command upon Don Joliu.^ The 
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meagre leeult of the contest is as no- 1 
torioos as the victory. While Con- j 
stantmople was qmrenng with appre- 
hension, the rival generals were already I 
wrangling with animosity. Had the j 
Christian fleet advanced, every soul 
would have fled irom the capl^, hut 
Fiovidence had ordained otheiwise, 
and Don John sailed westwardly with 
his ships. He made a descent on the 
Horhaiy coast, captured Tunis, destroy- 
ed BiscTta, and brought Xing Amidas 
and his two sons priBOnera to Italy. 
Ordered hy Philip to dismantle the 
fortifications of Tunis, he rcphed hy 
repairing them thoroughly, and hy 
pacing a strong garrison ivithin the 
citadel Intoxicated with his glory, 
the young adveutuver aheady de- 
manded a crown, and the Poxie w as dis- 
posed to proclaim him King of Tunis, 
for the Queen of tho Lyhian seas was to 
be the capital of his Empire, the now 
Carthage which he already dreamed. 

Philip thought it lime to interfere, 
for he felt that his own crown might 
be insecure, with such a restless and 
ambitious spirit indulging, in possible 
and impassible chimeras. He removed 
John de Soto, who had been Don 
John’s chief councillor and eiuiBs<aTy 
to the Pope, and substituted m his 
dace the celebrated and iU-starred 
Escovedo.* The new secretary, how- 
, ever, entered as heartily but secretly 
I into all these romantic schemes.’ Dis- 
I appointed of the Empire which he 
j had contemplated on the edge of the 
African desert, the champion of the 
' Cross turned to the cold islands of the 
northern seas. There sighed, in cap- 
tivity, the beauteous Mary of Scotland, 

' victim of the heretic Elizabeth. His 
susceptibility to the charms of beauty 
I — a characteristic as celebrated as his 
< courage — was excited, his chivalry 


aroused. What holier triumph for 
the conqueror of the Saracens than 
the subjugation of these northern in- 
fidels i He would dethrone the proud 
Elizabeth; he would liberate and 
espouse the Queen of Scots, and to- 
gether they would rcigu over the vwo 
united realms. All that the Pope 
could do with bulls and blesF-ings, let- 
ters of excommunieal ion, and p.atenta 
of ina-estiture, he did with his whole 
heart. Don John was at liberty to be 
King of England and Scotland as ’^orm 
as he liked ; all that W'os Icia to do 
was to conquer the Itin^donn. 

Jleantime, while tho-'e schemes were 
flitting thiough his brain, and weia 
yet kept comparatively secret by the 
Pope, li-.covedo, and himBclf, the n"'.',? 
reached him in Italy that he had 1 1 n 
appointed Govcmor-Geneial o^ tbe 
Kctherlaiida.’ Nothing could be uioie 
opportune In the piovmces weic tun 
thousand veteran Spaniards, ripe f»t 
adventure, hardened hy years of war- 
fare, greedy for gold, .audacious iilMn.t 
beyond humanity, the very iii-'Ui 
ments for hia sohemo. The tiiiws 
were critical in the Nctheihnds, it 
was true; yet ho would soon pwify 
those paltry troubles, and then sv i-.'p 
forward to hm piizo. Yet e\ ents w ere 
rushing forwaid with such feverlBli 
rapidity, that be might be too late for 
his adventure. Many days aveie lost 
in the necessary journey from It.ily 
into Spain to receive the final in-tnio- 
tione of the King. The news horn 
tho provmoes grew more and more 
threatening. With the iinpctiio.-.ity 
I and romance of his temperament, I e 
selected his confidential fncud Ottai lO 
i Qonzaga, six men-atarms, and an 
adroit and well-expciienced Sw.s3 
courier, who know every road of 
Prance.® It was no light adventure 


' r Thou, Brontome, Cabrera in iocu 
, idtatis. Strsda, x. 610. De Thou, Til 112 
I Van derVyuckt A 221. Bor, xi. 840, 841, 
Memorliil de Ant, Perez Obrae y Belacionea, 
Genera, 1644, p 267. 

I s Bor, xi. 840, 841. Btrada, x. 610. De 
If Then, rii, 112, Memorial de Antonio Perez, 

I I Obraa y Belacianes, p 298, 200. 

r| • Btrada, X 611. Bor, xi 840, 841. Yd 
Vynckt, IL 221. De Tlinn, vii 640— '*Y 

L dlxo le d nunolo que havia teaido un de- 
ipsoho de Boma en que Is avua haver 


llogodo Hits otro, del Benor Den .Tii'in eu 
qilra aobro lo de In,-l.ttoiTa pidicndo d sii 
Bsnctidsd £i\ or pars ulto de per-una (y aun 
con la Investiduru del Royno on l.i pcr<, 0 ]ia 
de Don Juan como ee enteiidid dcBjniee), 
bullae, breves, dinero, y que assy se lo bari,i 
embmdo pereona con todo ello ” — Memorial 
do Antomo Perez. Obras y Brticioues, p, 
303. 

4 Btruda, ir 610. De Thou, vh, 801. 

‘ Bumtome, li. 187. Btrada, lx. 
vlsbrera xi. 874. 







for the Catholic GoTemor-General of 
the Netherlands to trayerse the king- 
dom at that particular juncture. 
Staining his bright locks and fair face 
to the complexion of a Moor^ he start- 
ed on his joumeyi attired as the ser- 
vant of Gouzaga. Arriving at Paris, 
after a rapid jeumey, he descended at 
a hostehy opposite the residence of 
the Spanish ambassador, Don Diego 
de Cuhiga. After nightfall he had a 
secret iuteirlew Tvith that f unctiouaiy, 
and learning, among other mattem, 
that there was to he a great ball that 
night at the Louvre, he doterrmiied to 
go tliithcr in di>guiRe, There, not- 
withstanding hib hurry, he had time 
to see and to become desperately en- 
amoured of that wonder of beauty,** 
the fair aud frail Margaiet of Valois, 
Que^ of Navarre. Her subsequent 
visit to her young adorer at Namur, 
to be recoided in a future page of this 
history, was deatmed to mark the Uat 
tin nmg point in his picturesque career 
Ou hia way to the Netherlands he 
held a rapid interview with the Duke 
of Guise, to arrange hU schemes for 
the hbemiiOQ and espousal of that 
Qoble*s kinswoman, the Scottish Queen ; 
Hid on the 8d of November he arrived 
r.t Luxemburg.^ 

There stood the young conqueror of 
Lepanto, his brain full of schemes, his 
heart full of hopes, on the threshold 
of the Neclierlands, at the entrauce to 
what he beheved the most biilliant 
chap ,cr of bis life — schemes, hopes, 
and visions, doomed speedily to fade 
befo e the cold reality with which he 
was to be confronted. Throwing off 
his disguise after reaching Luxembuig, 
the youthful paladm stood confessed. 
His appearance was as romantic as his 
origin and his exploits. E^eiy cuu- 
tempofary chronicler, French, Spanish, 
Itahan, Flemish, Homan, have dwelt 
upon Ills personal beauty and the 
singular fa&cination of his manner.^ 
Symmetrical features, blue eyes of 
great vivacity, and a profusion of 
bright curlmg hair, were oombined 
with a person not much above middle 

1 Cabrem. xh 874. Btradiif'ix 42S. V. 
d. Vynokt, it 222 Borf ix. T42. Broatome, 
<1.187,132. Hoofd, XI. i72. 


height, but perfectly well proper* 
tionedL Owing to a natural peculi* 
arity of his head, the hair fell back- 
wam from the temples, and he had 
acquired the habit of pushing it from 
bis brows. The cuetom became a 
fashion among the host of courtier% 
who were but too happy to glass them- 
selves in so brilliant a mirror. Am 
Charles the Fifth, on his journey to 
Italy to assume the iron crown, had 
caused his hair to be clipped close, aa 
a remedy for the headaches with which* 
at that momentous epoch, he was tor- 
mented, bringing thereby close shaven 
polls into extreme faidiion ; so a mnay 
of hair pushed backward from the 
temples, in the style to which the 
name of John of Austria was appio 
piiatcd, became the prevailing mode 
wherever the favourite son of the 
Enipeior appeared. 

Such was the last cimsader whom 
the annals of chivalry were to know ; 
ihe man wlio Lad humbled the crescent 
as it had not been humbled since the 
days of the Tancreds, the Baldwins, 
the Plantagcnets — yet, after all, what 
was this brilliant odventui'er when 
weighed against the tranquil Christian 
champion whom he was to meet face 
to face^ The contrast was striking 
between the real and the romantic 
hero. Don John had pursued and 
acliicTcd glory thiough victones with 
which the woi Id was ringing ; "William 
was slowly compassing a country's 
emancipation through a scries of de- 
feats He moulded a commonwealth 
and united hearts with as much con- 
tempt for danger as Don John had 
exhibited in scenes of slave-driving 
and carnage. Amid fields of blu^ 
and through webs of tortuous inti igue^ 
the brave and subtle son of the hkn- 
peror pursued only his own objects. 
Tawdiy schemes of personal ambition* 
conquests for his own benefit, impos- 
sible crowns for hia own weonng, were 
the motiTes which impelled him, and 
the prizes which he sought. Hia 
existence was feverish, fi^l, paa- 
sioiiute. " Tranquil amid the mgii^ 

s ^lutcren, tL 119. B^Uvoglio^ etc., 21S. 
Braotome, ii. 189. Strodo, x. W. J it 
Taasis, Iv. 880W * Stnda, x. 518, ffU. 
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liiUowB,” according to his farouiite 
device, the father of his countiy 
waved aside the diadem which for | 
him had neither charms nor meaning. 
Their characters wcie as contrasted as 
their persons. The curled darling of 
chiraliy seemed a youth at thutyKiue. 
Spare of figure, plam in apparel, he- 
nignont, but haggard of countenance, 
with temples bared by anxiety as much 
as bjr his helmet, earnest, almost de- 
vout in manner, in his own words, 
“Calvus et Calviniata,” ^ William of 
Orange was an old man at forty-three 
Pci haps there w-is as much good 
faith on the part of Don John, when he 
arrived in Luxemburg, as could be ex- 
pected of a man commg directly fioin 
the cabmet of FLihp The King had 
secretly instructed him to conciliate 
the provinces, but to concede nothmg,- 
for the Governor was only a new incar- 
nation of the msane paradox that be- 
nignity and the system of Chailes the 
Fifth were one. He was directed to 
restore the government to its state 
during the imperial epoch.'* Seven- 
teen provinces, in two of which the 
population were all disscnteis, in all of 
winch the principle of mutud tolera- 
tion hod just been accepted by Catho- 
lics and Protestants, were now to be 
brought back to the condition accord- 
ing to which all Protestants weie 
beheaded, burned, or buried alive. So 
that the Inquisition, the absolute au- 
thority of the monarch, and the exclu- 
sive woi-ship of the Iloman Chmch, 
were preserved mtact, the King pro- 
fessed himself desirous of " extinguish- 
ing the fires of rebclhon, and of saving 
the people from the lost desperation.” 
With these slight exceptions, Philip 
was willing to he very bcnignanti 
“More thim this,” said he, “ cannot 


^ Qocliai'd, Coirosp. Guillaume le Tacit, 
hi , prof Ixui aud note — Compare Sirada, 

lx. 44 — Aresclioti Duel nuUato eapito 

subndenG^ Vidcs mquit hoc calvitum, scito 
me non nmais capita quam corde colvum 
essa”— Stiada, i.v. 434, 433, 
s Instruccion Secrets qu'el Bey D Feline 
tl , die al Son. 11. J de Auetna, escrivio m 
de zDono propna. BihL de Bourgogne, MS. 
No. xvu, 885 

e " Qug gg vuelvan las coaas al goviemo y 
pie antiguo del tiompo del Emperador,” eiCi 
-'InstruecAon Secret 
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and onght not be conceded,”^ To 
these brief but pregnant instructiona 
was added a morsel of advice, personol 
in its nature, but very characteristic 
of the writer. Don John was recoin 
mended to take great care of his soul, 
and also to he very cautious in the 
management of his amours.^ 

Thus counselled aud secretly di- 
rected, the new Captam-Goneial had 
been dismissed to the unhappy Nether- 
lands. The position, however, was 
necessarily fake. The man who was 
renowned for martial exploits, aud 
notoriously dovomed by ambition, 
could hardly inspiie deep confidence 
in the pacific dispositions of llio 
government. The crusader of Granada 
aud Lepanto, tho champion of the 
ancient Church, was not likely to 
please the lugged Zcalandcis who had 
let themselves be backed to pieces 
rather than say one Fatemostcr, and 
who had worn crescents in their cajia 
at Leyden, to prove their deepci hosti- 
Uty to the Pope than to the Tuik 
The imperial bastard would dciivo 
but slight consideration from his 
paternal blood in a country where 
illogitimate birth was more unfavoui 
ably regarded than in most otbel 
countries, aud where a Biabantme 
edict, recently issued in name of the 
King, deprived all political or civil 
functional ies not born in wedlock of 
their offices.® Yet ho had iccen-ed 
instructions, at Lis dcpaiture, to bring 
about a pacification, if possible, alw.iys 
maintainmg, however, the absolute 
authority of the crown and the exclu- 
sive exercise of the Catholic lehgion. 
How tho two great points of his in- 
structions were to bo mode entuely 
palatable was left to time and chance. 
Theie was a vague notion, that with 
■ ■ ... 

* ** Salvando la Religion y mi obodi- 

encia, quB^nto se pnedo llogando las cos.is a 
ebtoB termmos preBupucstos quo couvicno 
atqjar esto y do dexar Uogar aqucUa 
gente a la ultima despeiacion Y con cllo ss 
entire todo quo so dovo concoder,** etc — 
Ibid. 

* **' Lo de la qnenta con su alm a — 

Andor con tiento en los amorjs/* etc , etc. 
Ibid. ^ ^ 

< Bor. lx 678. ^0 edict was dated SOtb 
of March 1576. 


-urrbTj- 

the new Gore mar’s fame, fascinating 
manners, and imperial parentage, he 
might accompli^ a result which 
neither fraud nor force — ^notthe arts 
of Qranrelle, nor the atrocity of Alva, 
nor the licentiousness of a buccaneer- 
ing soldiery had been able to effect. 
As for Don Jbhn himself, he came 
with no definite plans for the Nether- 
landers, but with very daiang projects 
of his own, and to pursue these misty 
visions was his main business on om-v- 
ing in the provinces. In the mean- 
time he was disposed to settle the 
Netherland difficulty in some showy, 
off-hand fashion, which should cost 
him but little trouble, and occasion no 
detriment to the cause of Papacy or 
abaolutisiiL Unfortunately for these 
rapid arrangements, Wilhain of Orange 
was ii^ Zealand, and the Pacification 
hod just been signed at Ghent. 

It was, naturally, with very little 
satisfaction that the Prince beheld the 
arrival of Don John. His sagacious 
combinatiana would henceforth be im- 
peded, if not wholly frustrated. This 
he foresaw. _ He know that there could 
be no intention of making any arrange- 
ment in which Hohand and Zealand 
could be included. He was confident 
that any recognition of the Reformed 
religion was as much out of the ques- 
tion now as ever. He doubted not 
that there were many Catholic mag- 
nates, wavenng pohticians, aspirants 
for royol favour, who would soon be 
ready to desert the cause which bad so 
recently been made a general cause, 
and who would soon be undermining 
the work of their own hiinds. The 
Pacification of Ghent wmuld never be 
maintained in letter and spirit by the 
vicegerent of Philip ; for however its 
sense might be commented upon or 
perverted, the treaty, while it recog- 
nised Cathoheism as ^e state religion, 
conceded, to a certain extent, liberty 
of conscience. An immense stride 
had been taken by abolisbmg the 
edicts, and prohibiting persecution. 
If that step were now retraced, the new 
religion was doomed, and the liberties 
of Holland and Zealand destroyed. " If 
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they moke an arrangement with Don 
Jolm, it will be for us of the religion 
to run,” wrote the Pi'ince to his bro- 
ther, " for their intention is to suffer 
no person of that faith to have a fixed 
domicile in the Netherlands.’’^ It 
was, therefore, with a calm determina- 
tion to counteract and crush the policy 
of the youthful Governor that William 
the Silent awaited his antagonist, Were 
Don John admitted to confidence, the 
peace of Holland and Zealand was 
gone. Therefore it was necessary to 
combat him both openly and secretly 
— by loud remonstrance and by invisi- 
ble stratagem. What chance had the 
impetuous and impatient young hero 
in such on encounter with the fore- 
most statesman of the age t He had 
anived with all the self-confidence of 
a conqueror ; he did not know that ha 
was to be played upon like a pipe — to 
be caught in meshes spread by his own 
bauds— to struggle bbndly — to rage 
impotently — to die ingloriously. 

The Prince had lost no time in ad- 
monishing the states-general as to the 
course which should now be pursued. 
He was of opinion, that upon theit 
conduct at this crisis depended the fu- 
ture dcstmies of the Nelherlands- “If 
we understand how to make propel 
use of the new Governor’s arrival,” 
said he, “it may prove veiy advantage- 
ous to us; if not, it will be the com- 
mencement of our total ruin.”* Tho 
spirit of all his commimicationB was 
CO infuse the distrust which he honest- 
ly felt, and which he certainly took no 
pains to disguise ; to impress upon his 
countrymen the importance of improy< 
mg the present emergency hy the en- 
largement, instead of the threatened 
contraction of their liberties, and to 
enforce with all his energy the neces- 
sity of a firm union. He assured the 
estates that Don John had been sent, 
in this simple manner, to the country, 
because tho King aud cabmet bad be- 
gun to despair ot carrying their point 
by force. At the same time he wamsi 
them that force would douhtleas'l 
placed hy fraud. Ho 
conviction that so soon as Doa'J 
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should attain tho ascendency which he 
hftfi been sent to securoy the gcutlenesa 
which now smiled upon the surface 
would give place to the deadlier pur* 
poses which lurked below. He went 
BO far as distinctly to recommend the 
seizure of Don John's person. By so 
doingi much bloodshed might be saved; 
for such was the lUng^s respect for 
the Emperor^s Bon^ that their demands 
would be granted rather than tliat his 
Uberty should be permanently endan- 
gered.^ In a very striking and elabo- 
rate letter wluch he addressed from 
Middelburg to the estates-generalf he 
insisted on the expediency of seizing 
tiie present opportunity in order to se* j 
cure and to expand their liheities, and j 
urged them to assert broadly the pim- 
ciple that the true historical polity of 
the Netherlanda was a repreaentativOy 
constitutional government. Don John^ 
sn arriving at Luxemburg, had de- 
manded hostages for his own security, 
a measure which could not but strike 
the calmest spectator as an infraction 
of all provincial nghta. "He oaks you 
to disarm,** continued "Wilham of 
Orange; "he invites you to furnish 
host^es, but the time has been when 
the lord of the land came unarmed and 
uncovered, before the cstates-gcneral, 
and swore to support the constitutions 
before his own sovereignty could be 
recognised.” 

He reiterated his suspicions as to 
the honest intentions of the govern- 
ment, and sought, as forcibly as pos* 
Aible, to infuse an e<iual distrust mto 
the minds of those he addressed. 
"Antwerp,” said he, "once the power- 
ful and blooming, now the most forlorn 
and desolate city of Chnstendom, suf- 
fered because slie dared to c.xclude the 
King's troops. You may be sure that 
you are all to have a place at the same 
banquet. We may forget the past, 
but princes never forget, when the 
means of vengeance are placed within 
their hands. Nature teases them to 
anive at their end by fraud, when 
violence will not avad them. Like 

1 Arohlves et Correspoudanco, v. 490. 

* I. 0 UCT to the stabes-RenerSl, 30th of Ko> 
waber 15T0, in Bor. 747, 748, 740. 


little children, they whistle to the 
birds th^ would catch. Fromiaes and 
pretences they will furnish in plenty/'* 

He urged them on no account to be* 
gin any negotiation with the Governor, 
except on the basis of the immediate 
departure of the soldieiy. "^lakc no 
agreement with him, Unless tho Sp'^n- 
ish and other foicign troops ha\o 
been sent away befoiehand, bci,are, 
meantime, of disbanding yom* onn, 
for that were to put the l.nile into 1 ih 
hands to cut youi own throats witlial."’ 
He then piocceded to Bkctcb the out 
lines of a negotiation, such as he could 
recommend. The plan was ccitaiiily 
sufficiently bold, and it could hardly 
cause astonishment, if it were nf.t 
immediately accejited by Don Join 
as the basis of an airangcmcot. ” 11c 
member ts p/uy,” soid tlif' 
Prmce, “ and that you have to cIiouno 
between the two, either total nun or 
manly self-defence. Don John must 
command the immediate dopaiture of 
the Spaniards. All our privileges 
must be revised, and an oath to mam 
tarn them required. Now counciU 
of state and finance must be appointed 
by the estates. The geneial assembly 
ought to have power to come together 
twice or thrice yearly, end, indeed 
as often os they choose The Ptaha 
general must administer and regulate 
all affairs. Tho citadels must be de 
molished everywhere. N 0 troops ought 
to be enlisted, nor garrisons e^tabb'-hwl, 
without the consent of the e.'Uilesi 

In all the documents, whether public 
memorials or private lettcis, \shich 
came d.t this peiiod fixmi the hand of 
the Prince, he assumed, as a matter of 
course, that in any arrangement ^itli 
the new Governor the pacifieation of 
Ghent was to be maintained. Thii, 
too, was the determination df almopfc 
every man in the country. Pon John, 
soon after his arrival at Luxemburg, 
had despatched messengers to tlio 
states-general, informing them of hia 
arrival. It was not before the close of 
the month of November that the np* 


• ** net ware hem hot mes In do 
gegoTen doer m;^de hy u den kale eoude 
afenyden,” etc. — Ibid , p 748. 

* Letter to states-general, etc. 
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gobiations serioufily began. Frovost 
Foncki on the part of the Governor^ 
then iiiformcd them of Don John's in- 
tentlon to enter Namur, attended by 
fifty moimted troopers.^ Permission, 
aowever, was resolutely refused, and 
the b\irghers of Namur were forbidden 
to render oatlfs of fidelity until the 
Governor should have complied with 
the preliminary demands of the estates ^ 
To enunciate these demands categori* 
cally, a deputation of the estates- 
general came to Luzembuig*^ These 
gentlemen were received with courtesy 
by Don John, but their own demeanour 
was not conciliatory, A dislike to the 
Spanish government, a disloyalty to 
the monarch with whose brother and 
representative they were dealing, 
merced through all their language. 
On tbi other hand, the ardent temper 
of Don John was never slow to take 
offence. One of the deputies proposed 
to the Governor, with great coolness, 
that he should assume the government 
in his own name, and renounce the 
authority of Phihp, Were ha willing 
to do so, the patriotic gentlemau 
pledged himself that the provinces 
would at once acknowledge him as 
sovereign, and sustam his government. 
Don John, enraged at the insult to his 
own loyalty which the proposition 
implied, drew his dagger and nishcd 
towai-ds the offender. The deputy 
would probably have paid for his 
audacity with liis life had thcie not 
been by-standers enough to prevent 
the catastrophe. This scene was an 
unsatisfactory prolude to the opemng 
negotiations.^ 

On the 6th of December the deputies 
presented to the Governor at Luxem* 
burg a paper, containing their demands, 
drawn in eight articles, and their 

^ Bor, X. 7G1. * lUd. 

* Ibid , z. 7C2 

4 Stmda, X 512. The anecdote is, how- 
ever, related differently by other historians, 
accorduig to some of whom the intimation 
was made indirectly on the part of the 
frmce of Orange, through Elbertua Leoni- 
nue to Don John, that if ho chose to aasumo 
the sovereignty himself he might roly on 
the support of ths Protestants and patriot 
Mrty. According to tho^aame authorities, 
Don John neither accepted nor rejected tho 
affer.~See Ev Bold, aim. **7; IVagenacr, 


concessions in ten.^ The states insist^ 
ed on the immediate removal of the 
troops, with the imdorstanding thaii 
thOT were never to return, but u ithouft 
prohibition of their departure by sea; 
they demanded the immediate release 
of all prisoners; they insisted on tho 
maintenance of tlie Ghent treaty, tJiers 
betaq ndihmg tKcrein which ^d not 
tend to i\it furtherance of the Catholic 
religion; they claimed an act of am« 
nesty; they required the convocation 
of the statca-general, on the basis of 
that assembly before which took place 
the abdication of Chailes the Fifth; 
they demanded an oath, on the port of 
Don John, to Tuaintain all the charters 
and customs of the country. 

Should these conditions be complied 
with, the deputies consented on the 
part of the estates, that ho should be 
acknowledged as Govemor, and that 
the Catholic religion and the autho* 
rity of hiB Majesty should be main* 
tamed. They agreed that all foreign 
leagues bhovdd be renounced, their 
owm foreign soldiery disbanded, and a 
guard of honour, native Netherlraders, 
such as his Majesty was contented 
with at his ''Blji^he Entrance," pro* 
Tided. A truce of fifteen days, for 
negotiations, was furthermore pro* 
pos>ed ^ 

Don John mode answers to these 
propositions by adding a brief com* 
ment, as apostille,^ upon each of the 
eighteen ai tides, in succession. He 
would send away the troops, but, at 
tho same time, the states must dia* 
Kaud their own. He declined engag* 
iug liimself not to recall his foreign 
soldiery, should necessity require their 
service. With regard to we Ghent 
Pacification, he professed himself ready 
for a general peace negotiation, on 

vli. 237 — Compare V d. Vynokt, who relates 
tho ciiciimBtanco much m the same mannor 
ns Strada. V A Vynckt, ii 227, 22S. Also 
Tasus, ui 241, who states that the Goveni<ff 
was BO nngiy with the de])uty-^“ut pnnlre 
audaciam nrnpnis mambusvix absUnus^J 
Compare J. r Van Capelle^ Elb. Lec^raB 
in Dijdiagen tot do Gesoh. der Hed .. 

The story of Rcid is entirely ImprohaB^BH 
IB consistent with tho character of>nH9| 
of tbo pnucijAl poTsonagea impSleatadf^H 

4 See the articles in Bor, x. 762, 
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oondition tliat tlio supremacy of the troops at every point. The effect of 
Catholic Church and the authority of these secret negotiations with tha 
his Majesty were properly secured leading officers of the army was a 
He would settle upon some act of generid expression of their unwilling- 
amnesty after due consultation with ness, on account of the lateness of the 
the State Council He was wiUmg season, the difficult and dangerous 
that the states should he convoked m condition of the road^and mountain- 
general assembly, provided sufficient passes, the plague in Italy, and other 
security were given him that nothing prete^, to undertake so long a jour- 
should he there transacted prejudiciid ney hy land.** On the other hand, 
to the Catholic religion and the King's the states, seeing the anxiety and the 
sovereignty. As for their privileges, duplicity of Don John upon this par- 
he woldd govern as had heen done t» ticular point, came to the resolution 
{he time 0 / Jlia imperial father. He to thwart him at all hazards, and in- 
expressed his satisfaction with most siated on tlie land journey. Too long 
of the promises offered hy the estates, a time, too much money, too many 
particularly with their expression in ships would be necessary, they said, to 
favour of the Church and of his forward so large a force by sea, and in 
Majesty’s authority; the two all-im- the meantime it would he neccsairy 
portant points to secure which he had to permit them to live for another in- 
come thither unattended, at the pcnl definite period at the chaige ef the 
of his hfe ; hut he received their offer estates.^ 

of a body-guard, by which his hire- With regard to the Ghent racifi 
lings were to be superseded, with very cation, the estates, in the com se of 
littie ^titude. Ho was on the point, December, procured an express opinion 

profossors of theol 

cn Famine, and should take with him and doctors utrmquejum of Louvain, 
as strong a guard as he considered that the treaty contained nothing 
necessary, and composed of such troops which conflicted with the supremacy 
as he had at hand f Kothing decisive of the Catholic religion ° The various 
came of this first interview, The bishops, deacons, abbots, and pastors 
parties had token the measures of of the Netherlands made a similar 
their mutual claims, and after a few decision “ An elaborate paper, drawn 
days, fencmg with apostilles, replies, up by the State Council, at the re- 
and rejomders, they separated, their quest of the states-general, declared 
acrimony rather inflamed than ap- that there was nothmg in the Facill- 
peased- cation derogatory to the supreme 

The departure of the troops and the authority of his Majesty.^ Thus for- 
Qhent treaty were the vital points in tified with opinions which, it must be 
the negotiation. The estates had on- confessed, were rather dogmatically 
ginaUy been content that the troops than argumentatively drawn up, and 
should go by sea- Their suspicions which it would have been difficult very 
were, however, exolted by the perti- logically to defend, the states looked 
nacity with wMch Don John hold to forward confidently to the eventual 
this mode of removal. Although they acceptance by Don John of tl^ terms 
did not su^ect the mysterious in- proposed. In the meantime, while 
vosion of Sngland, a project which there w,as still an indefinite pause iii 
was the real reason why the Governor the negotiations, a remarkable measure 
objected to their depi^ure by land,’ came to aid the efficacy of the Ghent 
yet they soon became aware that he Pacification. 

had been secretly tampering with the Early in January 1577, the cele- 


’ Bor, X. T6^ 763. 
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biated " TTmon of Brnssels" ^as 
formed.^ This important agreement 
was originally signed by eight leading 
personages, ^e Abbot of Ssunt Ger- 
ti-ude, the Coimta Lalain and Bossu, 
and tiie Seigneur de Chamjiagny being 
among the number. Its tenor was to 
engage its signers to compass the im- 
mediate expulsion of the Spaniards 
and the execution of the Ghent Pacl- 
doation, to maintain the Catholic re- 
ligion and the King’s authoiity, and 
to defend the fatherland and nil its 
constitutiona. Its motive was to gene- 
ralise the position assumed by the 
Ghent treaty. The new act was to be 
signed, not by a few special deputies 
alone, like a diplomatic convention, 
but by all the leading individuals of 
all the provinces, in order to exhibit 
to John such an array of united 
strongtlT that he would find himself 
forced to submit to the dem,ands of 
the estates.’ The tenor, motive, and 
efiect wcie all as had been proposed 
and foreseen. The agreement to expel 
the Spaniards, under the Catholic and 
loyal manifestations mdicated, passed 
from hand tc hand through all the 
provinces. It soon received the signa- 
ture and support of all the respecta- 
biliW, wealth, and intelligence of the 
whole country. Kobles, ecclesiastics, 
citizens, hastened to give to it their 
adhesion. The states general had sent 
it, by solemn resolution, to every pro- 
vmce, in oidcr that every man might 
be forced to range himself cither upon 
the side of the fatherland or of des- 
potism. Two copies of the signatures 
procured in each province were or- 
dered, of which one was to be deposit- 
ed in its archives, and the other for- 
warded to Biussele. In a short time, 
eveiy provmce, with the single excep- 
tion ol^ Luxemburg, had loaded the 
document with signatures. This was 
a great step in advance. The Ghent 
Pacification, which was in the nature 
of a ti'eaty between tho Prince and the 
estates of Holland and Zealand cn the 


one side, and a certain number of pro- 
vinces On the other, had only been 
signed by the envoys of the contract- 
ing parties. Though received with 
deserved and imiveisal acclamation, it 
had not the authority of a popular 
document. This, however, was the 
character studiously impressed upon 
the “Brussels Union." The people, 
subdivided according to the various 
grades of their socim hierarchy, had 
been solemnly summoned to council, 
and had deliberately recorded their 
conviction. No restromt had been 
put upon their freedom of action, and 
there was hardly a difference of opinion 
as to the necessity of the measure.* 

A rapid revolution in Friesland, 
Gioningen, and the dependencies, had 
recently restored that important coun- 
try to the national party. The Portu- 
guese 1)0 Billy had been deprived of 
his authoiity as King’s stadholdcr, and 
Count Hoogstiaaten’s brother, Baron 
de ViUe, afterivards as Count Renne- 
berg, infamous for his treason to the 
causo of liberty, had been appointed 
by the estates in his room* In all 
this district the "Union of Brussels’’ 
was eagerly signed by men of every 
degree. Holland and Zealand, no less 
than the Cathohe provinces of the 
south, willingly accepted the compro- 
mise which was thus laid down, and 
which was thought to be not only an 
.additioniil security for the post, not 
only a pillar more for the maintenance 
of the Ghent Pacification, but also a 
sure precuisor of a closer union in the 
future. The Union of Brussels became, 
m fact, the stepping-stone to the 
“Union of Utrecht,” itself tho foun- 
dation-stone of a republio destined to 
endure more than two centuries. On 
the other hand, this early union held 
tho seed of its own destruction within 
itself. It was not surprising, however, 
that a bliong declaiation in favour of 
tho Cathohe rehgion should be con- 
tained in a document mtonded for cii> 
dilation through all the provinces,' 


1 Dc Jouglij, De Uuie vanBrusscL Dewez 
Hist gen. de la Belg., vi. AS,. 69. Or. v. 
Pnnsterer, v 569, sqq Bor, x'709. 

* Bor, X 769, 770 , and Idetci en, vi. 116, 117. 
s Be Jongbe^ DeUmc von Brussel, Hoefd, 
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4 Bor, X. 750-752. Qoofd, xl. 473-475. 


The objeols wu to miite as lai^ a 
force, and to make as striking a de> 
monatration before the eyes of the 
Govemor-Oeneral as was practicable 
under the circumstances The imme- 
diate purpose was answered, temporary 
union was formed, but it was impos- 
sible tbat a permanent crystallisation 
should take place where so strong a 
dissolvent as the Catholic clause had 
been admitted. In the sequel, there- 
fore, the union feU asunder precisely 
at this fatal Qaw. The next Union ‘ 
was that which definitely separated 
the provinces into Protestant and Ca- 
tholic, into self-governing republic^ 
and the dependencies of a distant des- 
potism. The immediate efi'oct, how- 
ever, of the “Brussels Union" was to 
rally ell lovers of the fatherland and 
haters of a foreign tyranny upon one 
vital point — ^the expulsion of the 
stranger from the land. The foot of 
the Spanish soldier should no longer 
profane their soil. All men were 
forced to pronounce themselves boldly 
and unequivocally, in older that the 
patriots might stand shoulder to 
shoulder, and the traitore ho hold up 
to infamy. This measure was in sti let 
accordance with the advice given more 
than once by the Prince of Oiauge, 
and was almost in literal fullUment 
of the Compromise, which he had 
sketched before the arrivid of Don 
John.* 

The deliberations were soon resumed 
with the new Governor, the scene bemg 
shifted from Luxemburg to Huy*. 
Hither came a fresh deputation fiom 
the states-general — many signers of 
the Brussels Union among them — 
and were rcoeived by Don John with 
stately courtesy. They had, however, 
come determined to carry matters 
with a high and firm hand, being no 
longer disposed to brook his impel lous 
demeanour, nor to toleiute his ^atory 
policy. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that the courtesy soon changed to bit- 


terness, and that attack andreciimina- 
tion usurped the place of the dignified 
but empty formaUties which had cha- 
racterised the interviews at Luxem- 
burg ^ 

The envoys, particularly SweTeghem 
and Champagny, made no concealmenl 
of their aentiments tow&rds the Spanish 
aoldiery and the Spanish nation, and 
used a freedom of tone and langnnge 
which the petulant soldier had rot 
been accustomed to bear He com* 
plained, at the outset, that the NetLcr* 
landers seemed new-boin — that instc.Hl 
of bending the knee, they seemed dis- 
posed to grasp the sceptie. Insolence 
had taken the place of pliancy, and tip 
former slave now applied the chain and 
whip to his master. With such exicei* 
bation of temper at the commencement 
of negotiations, their progress itHS oi 
necessity stormy and sLav.** 

The envoys now addiessed three 
concise questions to the Governor. 
Was he satibQcd that the Ghent raci& 
cation contained nothing conflicting 
u ith the Homan religion and tbe Kin^ ? 
authority? If so, was he wilhng to 
approve that treaty in all its ai tides* 
Wos he ready to dismiss his troops at 
once, and by land, the sea voyage being 
liable to too many objections ? '* 

Hon John answered these three 
questions — ^which, in reality, ^v'cie hut 
three forms of a single question — upon 
the same day, the 24th of Januaiy 
His reply was as complex as the de- 
mand been simple. It consi.«>lcl 
of a proposal in six articles, and a re- 
quisition in twenty-one, making in all 
twenty-seven articles. Substantially 
he proposed to dismiss the foreini 
troops — to effect a general paciflcaliou 
of the Netheilands^to govern on the 
basis of the administration in. liis im- 
perial father’s reign — to arran^ affairB 
m and with regard to the assembly- 
general as the King should judge to ho 
fitting — ^to forgive and forget past of- 
fences — and to release all prisoners. 


1 The “new or closer Union of Dnissols,” 8 Bor, x. 771 
however adnnrablo jia a inouifcstalioD, and * Ibid , x 772, 773. Tossis, lu 210 

Important as an example, cannot, i^om its * ** Austnacum non Icaubus nec mo- 

Tci^ brief duration, be cf nsidcicd as any- destis mod) i sod Ions ac fustibus ut servt'in 
thmg but an unsuccessful attcippt at union sd suam voluntatem adigorc," etc — T.‘isis, 
» Atib du Prince d'Orango, etc , Archives, ilL 240. ^ 
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On the other hand he required the 
estates to pay the trooj» Lefore their 
departure, and to provide ships enough 
to transport them, as the Spaniards 
did not choose to go by land, and as 
the deputies at Luzembuig had con- 
sented to their removal by sea. Fur^ 
thennore, he demanded that the states 
should their own troops. He 

required ecclesiastical authority to 
prove the Ghent Pacification not pre- 
]udicial to the Catholic rehgion ; legal 
authority that it was not detnmeutnl 
to his Hajesty’s supremacy; aud an 
oath from the states-geuerLd to uphold 
both points mi*iolably, and to x^rovide 
for their maintenance iu Holland and 
Zealand. He claiined the nght to em- 
ploy about bis person soldieis aud c.i\ il 
functionaries of any nation he might 
choosy and he exacted fioin Lhe states 
a promise to pi event the Prince of 
Orange from ri.inavmg hm son. Count 
Van Buren, forcibly or fraudulently, 
from hia domicile in Sp<un.^ 

The deputies were naturally indig- 
nant at this elaborate trifling They 
had, m reality, a«kt‘d but one 
question, and that a biiuxde one — ^\’'ould 
he maintain the treaty of Ghent ^ Here 
were twenty-seven articles in reply, and 
yet no answer to that question. They 
sat up all night, picpiu-iug a violent 
protocol, by which xhe Governor's 
claims were to be utterly demolished. 
Early in the morning, they waited 
upon his Highness, presented the docu- 
ment, and at the same time asked him 
plainly, by word of mouth, did he or 
did he not intend to uphold the treaty. 
Thus pressed Into a comer in x>i’e6ence 
of the deputies, the members of the 
State Council who were in attendance 
from Brussels, and the envoys ^hom 
the Emperor had recently sent to assist 
at thero deliberations, the Governor 
^answered. No. He would not and 
could not maintain the treaty, because 
the Spanish troops were in that instru- 
ment denounced as rebels, because he 
would not consent to the release of 
Count Van Buren — and on account of 
various othe^reasonsnot then specified.^ 
Hereupon ensued a fierce ^bate, and 


all day long the altercation kistecl, 
without a result being reached. At 
ten o’clock in the evening, the deputies, , 
having previously retiied for a brief 
interval, returned with a protest* that 
they were nut to be held responsible for 
the termination of the proceedings, and, 

' tlmt they washed their hands of Hie 
bloodshed which might follow the ruj^ 
ture. Upon reodmg this document, 
Uon John fell into a bloaing passion. 
He vehemently denounced the deputies 
, as traitors. He swore that men vrho 
came to him thus prepared with ready* 
made protects in their pockets, were re- 
bels from the commencement, and had 
never intended any agreement with 
him. His language and gestures ez- 
X>re&sed unbounded fury. He waa 
weary of their ways, he said. They 
' h id better look to thembelves, for the 
' l^g would never leave their rebellion 
unxiunibhed. He waa ready to draw 
the sword at once — not his own, but 
hia Haje^y’s — and they might be sure 
that the war which they were thus 
provoking should be the fiercest ever 
waged.^ Hoi'e abusive language in this 
stnun w-aa uttered, but it was not 
heal'd with lamb-like sulnnission. The 
day had gone by when the deputies of 
the blates-general were wont to quail 
before the w rath of vicarious royalty. 

The fieiy words of Don John were 
notoil to troubled water, but a match to 
a mine. Tlie iTac&ions of the deputies 
exploded in their turn, and from hot 
woids they had nearly come to hard 
blows. One of the deputies rephed 
with so much boldness and vehemence 
that the Governor, seizing a heavy ail- ' 
ver bell which stood on the table, was ^ 
about to hurl it at the offender’s headj 
when an energetic and providential 
interference on the part of the impe- 
rial envoys prevented the unseei^y 
catastrophe.® 

The day thus nnprofitably spent 
had now come to its dose, and the 
deputies left the presence of Don Jdin 
with tempers as mflamed as his 
They were, therefore, 
prised at being awakened in 
after midnight, by a cert^^Jj^y 


IrigOBO, who oame to them with a nothing derogatory to the Catholic ro- 
eonoiliatoiy message from the Goyer- llgion, and similsr assurance from the 
nor. While they were still rubbing State Council, the Bishop of Liege, 
their eyes with sleep and astonishment, and the imperial enyoys, that the 
the Di^e of Aerschot, the Bishop of treaty is in no wise prejudicial to the 
Liege, and several counciUora of state, authority of his Majesty. ” Here 
entered the room. These personages seemed, at last, something definite, 
brought the news that Bon John had These condiiaons couid be complied 
at lost consented to maintain the Faci- with. They had, in fact, been already 
ficaiion of Ghent, as would appear by complied with. The assurances re- 
a note written in his own hand, which qmred as to the two points bad already 
was then delivered. The billet was been procured, as the deputies and as 
eagerly read, but unfortunately did Bon John well knew. The Paeiuca- 
not fulfil the anticipations which had tion of Ghent was, therefore, virtually 
been eicitocL “ I agree,” said Bon admitted. The deputies waited upon 
John, "to approve the peace made the Governor accordingly, and the cou- 
betweenthe states and the Prince of versationwas amicable. They vainly 
Orange, on condition that nothing endeavoured, however, to cht.un Lj 
therein may seem detrimental to the consent to the departure of the troops 
authority of his M.ijeaty and the by land — the only point thou left in 
Bupremacy of tbe Catbohe religion, diepute Bon John, still clinsing to 
and also with reservation of the points his societ scheme, with which the £0.1 
mentioned in my last commumca- voyage of the troops was so closely 
tion."l connected, refused to concede Ho 

Men who had gone to bed in a high reproached the envoys, on the con- 
state of in^gnatioii were not likely to trary, with tlioir importunity m inak. 
wake in much better humour, when uig a ficsh demand, just as ho hid 
Buddonly aroused, m their first nap, to conceded the Ghent treaty, upon hu 
listen to such a message as this. It entire responsibility, and without in 
seemed only ouo pieoo of tiitlmg the struotions. Mentally resolving that 
moie. Tho deputies had offered satis- this point should still bo -wrung from 
faotoiy opimons of divines and juris- the Governor, but not suspecting hia 
consults, as to the two points specified eecret motives for resisting it so strenu* 
which concerned the Ghent treaty, ously, the deputies took an auiicahle 
It was natural, therefore, that tlm fareweU of the Governor, promising a 
vague condition concemiug tlieiu, the favourable report upon tlie procecil- 
detemunation of which was for the ings, as soon as they should ariiic ui 
Governor’s breast alone, should be in- Biussels’ 

stantly rejected, and that the envoys Bon John, having conceded so much, 
should return to their disturbed slum- was aoon obliged to concedo the whole, 
here with an increase of ill-humour. Tho Emperor Rudolph had lately sue- 
On the morrow, as the envoys, coeded his father, M.aximilian * The 
hooted and spurred, were upon deceased potentate, whose sentiments 
point of departure for Biussels, an- on the groat subject of religious toleia- 
other communication was brought to tion were so much in harmony with 
them from Bon John ‘ This time, those entertained by the Prince of 
the language of the Governor seemed Orange, had, on the whole, notw ith 
more to the purpose. " I agree,” said standing the ties of relationship and 
he, " to inaintam the peace concluded considerations of policy, uniforuily 
between the states and the Prince of befriended the Netherlands, so far as 
, Orange, on condition of receiving from words and protestations could go, at 
' the ecclesiastical authoiities, and from tho court of Philip. Active co-opeia 
j the University of Louvain, Rvtisfaotory tion, practical assistance, ihe had cer 
assurance that the said treaty contains tainly notvrendered. He had unques 

I i S’!*/*- * Ubid. * The Emperor -Uaalmilian died on til 

. tsth or October 1676. 
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tionably been too* much inclined to It promised that the soldiery should 
accomplish the impossibility of assist- depart “freely, frankly, and trithout 
ing the states -w^hont offending the delay, by land," never to return except 
King — an effort which, in the homely in case of foreign war” — the Spaniard 
language of Hans Jenits, was “like to set forth within forty days, the 
wishing his skin washed without bemg Germans and others so soon as a^ 
wct.”^ He had even interposed many rangemcnta had been made by the 
obstacles to ifce free action of the states-generol for their payment. It 
Prince, os has been seen m the course settled that all prisoners, on both 
of tbia histoiy; but, nevertheless, the sides, should be released, excepting 
cause of the Netherlands, of religion, the Count Van Buren, who was to be 
and of humanity, had much to lose by set free so soon as the states-general 
bis death. His eldest son and sue- having been convoked, the Fi^ce of 
cessor, Budolph the Second, was an Orange should have fulfilled the re- 
ardent Gathohe, whose relations with solutions to be passed by that assent- 
a proscribed prince and a reformed bly. It promised the maintenance of 
population could hardly remain long all the piivUeges, charters, and consti- 
in a satisfactory state The new tntions of the Netherlands. It re- 
Emperor had, however, received the quired of the states an oath to main- 
secret envoys of Orange \\ ith bounty,* tain the Catholic religion. It record- 
and jras rccdly desirous of accomplish- ed their agreement to disband their 
mg the pacilicatiou of the p-oviiicea troops It settled that Don John 
His envoys had assisted at all the should be received as Govemor-Gene- 
recent delibeiations between the ral, immediately upon the departure 
estates and Don John, and their of the Spaniards, Italians, and Bur- 
vivid remonstrances removed, at this gundians from the provmoes.* 
juncture, the last objection on the These were the mam provisions of 
pait of the Governor-General. ‘With this famous treaty, which was con- 
a secret sigh, he deferred the daihng firmed a few weeks afterwards by 
and mysterious hope which had lighted Phihp, in a letter addressed to the 
him to the Netherlands, and consented states of Brabant, and by an edict 
to the departure of the troops by issued at Madrid.* It will be seen 
laud ^ that everything required by tbe envoys 

All obstacles Laving been thus re- of tbe statcB, at the commencement of 
moved, the memorable treaty called their negotiations, had been conceded 
the Perpetual Edict was signed at by Don John They had churned the 
klarche en Famine on the 12tU, and at dcpaiture of the troops, either by land 
Binissels on the 17th of February, or sea. He had resisted the demand 
la77.* This document, issued in the a long time, but had at last consented 
name of the King, contained nineteen to despatch them by sea. Their de- 
artiides. It approved and ratified the parture by land had then been insisted 
Peace of Ghent, in consideration tliat upon. This again he had most reluo- 
the prelates and cloigy, with the doc- tantly conceded. The ratification of 
tors utriusque jiura of Louvam, had the Ghent tieaty he had peremptorily 
decided that nothing in that treaty refused. He had come to the pro- 
confiiSted either with the supremacy vmces at the instant of its conclusion, 
of the Catholic Church or the autho- and had, of course, no instructions on 
nty of the King, but, on the centrary, the subject. Neveitheless, slowly re- 
that it advanced the intereats of both.® ceding, he had agreed, under certain 


I “ und gobtsnach dam apnchwort, 

wosebe mir don bcltz und inoche nur ihu 
nioht nosa.”.— MS cUed by Green v. Pnnst , 
Archives, etD , v 725 
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reBai'vatioDs, to accept the tieaty. 
IhoBS TeissrvafcvonB relating to tke 
great pointa of Catholic aud roj'ol 
supremacy, he insisted upon subjcot' 
ing to hiB own judgment alone. Again 
be was overruled. Most umvilhiiglf 
lu) agreed to accept, instead of hia own 
conscienuous conviction, the dogmas 
of the State Council and of the Lon- 
ram doctors. Not seeing very clearly 
how a treaty which abolished the 
edicts of Charles the Fifth and the 
ordinances of Alva — ^which removed 
the religious question in Holland aud 
Zealand from the King's juiiadiction 
to that of the states general — which 
had caused persecution to surcease — 
had established tolei ation — and w hich 
moreover, had confirmed the aichiebol 
and heretic of all the Netherlands m 
the government of the two rehellious 
and heretic provincea, as stadhoider 
for the King — ^not seeing very clearly 
how such a treaty was “ advantageous 
rather than prejudicial to royal absolut- 
ism and an ciolusive Cathohcisni” — 
he naturally hesitated at first 

The Governor had thus disconcerted 
the Prince of Orange, not by the fiim- 
ness of his resistance, but by the 
aniplitudo of his cuiicessiuns. il'he 
combinations of 'iVilham the Silent 
ivers, for an instant, deranged. Had 
, the Fnnce expected such liberality, he 
' would have placed his demands upon 
I a higher basis, for it is not probable 
that he contemplated or desired a 
pacification. The Duke of Aerschot 
and the Bishoji of Liege in vain essay- 
ed to prevail upon his deputies at 
^ Marche en Famine, to sign the agree- 
\ ment of the 27th January, upon which 
I was founded the Pei-petiwl Edict.* 
They refused to do so without con- 
> Eultmg the Prmce and the estates. 
Meantime, the other commissioners 
forced the afiair rapidly forward. The 
, states sent a deputation to the Prince 
to ask his opinion, and signed the 
agreement before it was possible to 
! receive liis reply.* This was to treat 


* Bor, X 788. 

* AiotiTes ct Correep , v 629. Bor, x 
791. Letter of Eetates of QoU.and. 

* ArohiTcB et Cotrebii , v. 688.‘’liqq. Apo- 
J^jle du Fiiace d’Orau<{e, p. 97. 
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him with little courtesy, if not abro. 
lutely with. bad. faith. The Piume 
was disappointed and hidignant. lu 
truth, os appeared from all liis language 
and letters, he had no confidence la 
Don John. He believed him a con- 
summate hypocrite, and as deadly a 
foe to tile Netherlands its tlic Duke of 
Alva, or Philip himself He had care 
fully studied twenty-five intercepti.cl 
letters from the King, the Govemoi, 
Jerome de Bods, and othein, placed 
recently in his hands by the Duke of 
Aeischot,* and had found much to 
confirm previoue and induce fresh sn. - 
picion. Only a few days pi oviuiiely to 
the signature of the treaty, he had 
also mtcrceptcd other lettiia fioia iii- 
fiucutial personagee, Alonzo de Vargas 
and others, disclosing extensii e deeigiis 
to obtain possesbion of thu s^iong 
places in the eountry, and then to 
reduce the land to absolute subjec- 
tion.* He load assured the cBtatOo. 
therefore, th.at the deliberate mten- 
tion of the Government, throughout 
the whole negotiation, was to decene, 
whatever mi^t be the public language 
of Don John and his ogents. He iiu 
plored them, theiefore, to have "jiuy 
upon the poor countiy,” and to eiue 
the people from falling into tlic tiap 
which was laid for them. From fiirt 
to last, he hod expressed a duep and 
wise distrust, and justified it by ample 
proofs. He was, with reason , imlati d, 
therefore, at the haste with which the 
states had concludod the agreeuicit 
■with Don John — at the oeleiity with 
which, as be aftenraids expresocd ir, 
“they had rushed upon the boar epear 
of that sangnmaiy heart"* He be- 
lieved that everything had boon signed 
and sworn by the Governor, with the 
mental rescivation that such agi ce- 
ments were valid only until he khoiild 
repent havmg made them. He doubled 
the good faith and the stability of tlie 
grand seigniors. He had never felt 
confidence in the professions of the 
time-serving Aerschot, nor did he 


* Letter of Orange to the StitcvOeneral, 
2d of Fobinacy, 1577, Acta StatuiimBclgdjl 
ft 258. US , Hague Arcbives, 
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troBli even the brave Champagny, notr 
irithstanding his services at the sack 
oE AnWeip. He was especially indig- 
nant that provision had been made, 
not for demolishing but for restoring 
to his Majesty those hateful citadels, 
nests of tyranny, by which the flounsh- 
iug cities of the land weie kept in pei^ 
petual amdety. Whether in the hands 
of King, nobles, or magistrates, they 
were equally o^ous to him, and ha 
had long since determined that they 
should be razed to the ground. In 
short, he believed that the estates had 
thrust their heads into the lion’s 
mouth, and he foresaw the most 
gloomy consequences from the tioaty 
which had ]uat been concluded. He 
believed, to use lus own language, 
"that the only diSerence betn eeu Dun 
John^d Alva or Ilequescns w as, that 
he was younger and more foolish than 
his predecessors, less capable of con- 
cealmg his venom, more impatient to 
dip his hands in blood.”t 
m the Facldcation of Ghent, the 
Prince had achieved the prize of his 
life-long labours. He had banded a 
mass of piovmces hy the ties of a 
common histoiy, language, and cus- 
toms, into a league against a foreign 
tyranny. Ha h^ grappled Holland 
and Zealand to their sister provinces 
by a common love for their ancient 
liberties, by a common hatred to a 
Spanish soldiery. He had exorcised 
the evil demon of religious bigotry hy 
which the body politio had been pos- 
sessed BO many years ; for the Ghent 
treaty, largely interpreted, opened the 
door to univeisal toleration. In the 
Perpetual Edict the Prince saw his 
work undone. Holland and Zealand 
were again cut adnft from the other 
hfteen provinces, and war would soon 
be let doose upon that devoted little 
territory. The article stipulating the 
maintenance of the Ghent treaty he 
regarded as idle wind; the solemn 
saws of the State Council aud tho 
quiddities from Louvam being likely 


to prove but slender bulwarks agamst. 
the returning tide of tyranny, ^tber 
it was tacitly intended to tolerate the|^ 
Reformed religion, or to hunt it down.^ 
To argue that the Ghent treaty, igj-allyp 
interpreted, strengthened ecclesiastical’ 
or roy.-il despotism, was to contendi- 
that a maniac ivaa more dangerous in!' 
fetters than when ai med with a aword ; 
it was to be blind to the difference 
between a private conventicle and a 
public scaffold. The Perpetual Edici^ 
while affecting to sustain the treaty, 
would necessarily destroy it at a blow, 
while during tie brief interval of 
repose, tyranny would have renewed 
its youth like the eagles. Was it 
possible, then, for Wilham of Orange 
to sustain the Perpetual Edict, tr 
comproniiio with Don John? Ten 
thousand ghosts from the Lake of 
Hailem, fiom the famine and plague- 
stricken sticets of Leyden, from the 
smoking rums of Anlweip, rose to 
warn him against such a composition 
with a despotism as subtle as it was 
remorseless. 

It was, therefore, not the poij<^ of 
William of Orange, suspeoting, as he 
did, Don John, abhorring Phihp, 
doubting the Hetherland nobles, cou' 
fidmg only in the moss of the citizen^ 
to give hiB support to the Perpetual 
Edict. He was not the more satisfied 
hecauso the skates had concluded the 
anangoment without his sanctiqn, and 
against his express advice. ^ He refused 
to publish or recognise the treaty in 
Holland and Zealand.’ A few weeks 
before, he had privately laid hofqre the 
states of Hollaad and Zealand a series 
of questions, in order to test their 
temper, asking them, in particular, 
whether they were prepared to under- 
take a new and sanguinary war for the. 
sake of their religion, even although 
their other privileges should he recog- 
nised by tho new govemment ; and a 
long and earnest debate had ensued, of 
e sotisfoctoiy nature, although no posi- 
tive resolution was passed upon the 


1 Letter offrlnce of Orange and the Btatca 
of Holland, Bor, z, 791 . — Commie Oroen v. 
Fnnst , Archives, etc , v. fits, sqq , aud 
“Instruction from Is Bicur de Haultam,” 
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s Letter of Fnneo of Orange aud the 
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subject^ As soon as tiie Fei^etual 
ISdict had been signed, the staies- 
general had sent to the Prince, le 
questing his opimon and demanding 
his sanction ^ Orange, m the name of 
Holland and Zcnlind, instantly re 
turned an elaboiate answei,'* taking 
glare exceptions to the uhole tenor of 
Ihe Edict He oomplamed that the 
constitution of the land was violated, 
because the ancient privilege of the 
states general to assemble at their 
pleasure, had been iniaded, and be 
oause the laus of ciory pi evince utre 
set at nought by the contmued im 
pnaomnent of Count Van Buren, r ho 
had committed no crime, and ivhose 
detention pioied that no min, uhat 
ever might be promised, could exj ect 
security for hfe or liberty 'i he ratifi 
cation of the Ghent tieaty, it was 
insisted, was m no wise distinct and 
categorical, but was made dependent 
on a crowd of deceitful subteiiuges^ 
He mveighed bitt iiy agamot the 
stipulation in the Ldiet, that the states 
should pay the wages of the soldicis, 
whom they had just proelumed to be 
knaves and rebels, and at w hoao hinds 
they had. wiSeecd «>iich. mooxtrous ux 
3 uries He dtnuimccd the cowardice 
which could permit this b ind of hire 
Imgs to retiie with so much jewellciy, 
meiehandise, md plite, the result of 
their rubbeiies He expressed, how 
ever, m the name of the two prot mces, 
a w^mgness to sign the Edict, pio 
vided the states general would a^iee 
solemnly beforehand, in case the de 
parture of the Spaniards did not take 
place withm the stipulated tune to 
abstain from all lecognition of, or 
commumcatiou with, Hon John, and 
themselves to accomplish the lemotal 
of the troops by force of aims ■' 

Such was the fiist and solemn mam 
festo made by the Fiinco m reply to 
the Peipetual Edict, the states of 
Holland and Zealand unitmg heart and 
hand m all that he thoU(,Lt, wrote, 
1 Bor, X ne 

• Ibid. X 790 Eoofd. xn 490 
■ The letter is published at length m Bor, 
X 790-792 — Compare "Wagonaor, an 144 
146 Ueteren, w 119 Cal rei% Xl 902, 009 
4 Letter of Frmce of Orango and the 


and said. His private seniun^hts were 
m strict accordmee with the opiniom 
thus pubhdy recorded. "'VVhatever 
appearance Don John may a^me to 
the contrary,” wrote the Pimoc to hia 
brother, “ 'tis by no means bia intin 
t on to mamtam the Facificahon, atd 
less still to cause the Siatuards to 
depart, with whom ho keep? up the 
most stiict correspondence p(ji»ible " 
On the other hand, the Ooaeiuor 
was moat anxious to concibali, the 
Piiuoe He was most eume^t to win 
tho friendship of the man without 
whom every attempt to n.ctfi'-i Hoi 
land and 5i“aland, and to le® luh h 
rojal and ecclesiastical tviauii he 
knew to be hopeless “This is the 
pilot," wiite Don John tP Philip, 

‘ who gmdes the baik He Alone c n 
destioy or sue it The pjatest 
obalachs would be remoifil it le 
could be gamed ’ He had propos d 
and Philip had appioaed thd proiou 
tioii, that tho Count \ an Bin eh should 
be clothed with his father’s digmt e> 
on condition that tho Piiufe should 
himself letue into Germinj ’ H \\u 
ejon eaident, howeter, that suob ■> 
5 tQ\Q&atiiia would, mnet wdb Httle 
fas our, the office of fitlio’ of hie 
eountiy and protector oi hel bbe i ea 
nut being transferable 

M hile at Lout am, w hither Le li d 
gone after the publication of the P»r 
petual Edict, Don John had oonf iied 
with the Duke of Aeischot and iliey 
had decided that it w ould he w ell to 
send Doctor Leoninus on a pin ite 
ui Ssion to the Pnnoe Pio'iouslj to 
his depaiture on this errand tl e learn 
ed envoy hidtherefoie a luU comer 
sation with the Gmeinor H® 
charged to represent to the frmce the 
daigers to which Don JohP hid ex 
posed himself m coming fronA Sl’am tt 
effect the pacification of the Bother 
lands Leoumus was insimotod to 
givo assurance that tho treaty just 
conoluded should bo mimt amed that 

FsUtes, Bor ubi sup — Tot cgA ontUIiok 
held van bcdioogcl jl o uiUluchten etc 
“ Letter of Brmce of Oraugf^ eto 
® Aiohivcs, etc v 111 
» Lvt fidm MS letter, 16th of Marc 
26i7 mGa hard, piclhcetovol in Cerres 
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tlie Spaoianls diould depart^ that aU 
other promiaes should he inviolably 
ke^ and that the Governor would 
take up arms a^nst all who should 
oppose the fulmment of his engage- 
ments. He was to represent that Bon 
John, in proof of his own fidelity, had 
placed himself *in the power of the 
states. He was to intimate to the 
Prinoe that an opportunity was now 
offered him to do &e crown a seivicc, 
in recompence for which he would 
obtain, not only paidon for his faults, 
but the favour of the monarch, and all 
the honours which could be desired, 
that by so doing he would assure the 
future prosperity of his family ; that 
Don John would be his good friend, 
and, as such, would do more for him 
than he could imagine.! The envoy 
was also to impress upon the Pi nice, 
that if he persisted in his opposition 
every mans hand would be agaiust 
him, and the ruin of his house inevi- 
table. Ha was to protest that Don 
John came but to forgive and to for- 
got, to restore the ancient government 
snd the ancient prosperity ; so that, if 
it was for those objects the Prince had 
taken up arms, it was now his duty to 
lay them down, and to do his utmost 
to maintain peace and the Cathohe 
religion. Finally, the envoy was to 
intimate, that if he chose to writo to 
Don John, be might be sure to receive 
a satisfactory answer. In these pacific 
instructions and friendly expressions, 
Don John was mnoeie. “ The name 
of your Majesty,” said he, plainly, m 
giving an account of this mission to 
the King, “is as much ahhoired and 
despised in the Hetberlaiids as that of 
the Prmce of Orange is loved and fear- 
ed. I am negotiaang with him, and 
giving him every secuiity, for 1 see 
that tSe estahh^ment of peace, as 
well as the maintenance of the Catholic 
religion, and the obedience to your 
Majesly, depend now upon him. 

1 Qacbard, Gorresp. Quillaume le Tacit , 
Ul,, preface bl. 

a “ pa non^re y servloio de T Ms. eston 
aborreoido y poco ostimado cuanto tcmido y 
emedo el del Fnacipe do Orenges,” eta — 
Ibid. r — a 
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Things have reached that pass that ’tie 
necessary to make a virtue of necessity, ' 
If he lend an ear to my proposals, it 
will be only upon, very advantagemu 
condiitwne, but to these it will be ne- ' 
cessary to submit, rather than to loso ' 
everything.* 

Bon John was in earnest; unfor- . 
innately he was not aware that the 
Prince was in earnest oIbo.. The cru- 
aailcr, who hod sunk thirty thousand ' 
paynima at a blow, and who was 
dreaming of the Queen of Scotland 
and the throne of England, had not 
room in his mind to entertain the , 
image of a patriot. Boyal favours, 
family prosperity, dignities, offices, 
orders, advantageous conditions, these 
were the baits with which the Gover- 
nor angled for William of Oi ango. He 
did not comprehend that attachment 
to a haU-di owned land and to a des- 
pised religion conld possibly stand in 
the way of those advantageous condi 
tions and that brilliant future. He 
did uot imagine that the rebel, once 
assured not only of pardon but of ad- 
vancement, could hesitate to refuso 
the royal band thus amicably offered. 
Bon John had not accurately measured 
his great antagonist. 

The results of the saccessive mis- 
sions which he despatched to tho 
Prince were destined to enbghten him.* 
In the course of the first conversation 
between Leoninus and the Prince at 
Middclbuig, the envoy urged that 
Bon John had entered the Hether- 
lauds without troops, that be had 
placed himself in the power of tho 
Duke of Aerschot, that he hod siuce 
come to Louvain without any security 
but the promise of the citizens and of 
the students; and that all these things 
proved the sincerity of his intentions. 
He entreated the Prince not to let dip 
10 faiourabl* an opportunity for placing 
his house above the reach of every uric 
favourable chance, spoke to him of 

are givon in the preface to Gaohord's 8d 
I volume of the Gorresp. do Guillaume la 
I Taat.. pages Uv., sqq. That disUngnished 
pubhcist has condensed them ftnm a MB. 
relation made by Iieoninue, ou his Tstnm to 
Louvain, a narr.itivo. of which a Spaniah 
transl ition $aa touiid by M. Qachoid m tho 
arcb'voa ot Himoncoa. ^ 





HoriuB, Sylla, Julius Cussar, and other 
promoters of civa-waTB; audonretiring 
for the day, begged him to think 
gravely on nhat he had thus suggested, 
and to pray that God might inspu'e 
him with good resolutions. 

Next day, Wilhaiu informed the en- 
voy that, having prayed to God for 
assistance, he was more than ever 
convinced of his obligation to lay the 
whole matter before the states, whose 
servant he was. He added, that he 
could not forget the deaths of Eginont 
and Horn, nor the manner in which 
the promise made to the confederate 
nobles by the Duchess of Parma had 
been visited, nor the conduct of the 
Flench monarch tow.ards Admiral 
Coligny. Ha spoke of iuform.ition 
whi^ he had received from all quar- 
ters — fiom Spain, Fiance, and Italy — 
tliat there was a determination to 
make war upon him and upon the 
states of Holland and Zealand. He 
added that they were taking their 
measures in consequence, and that 
they wore well aware that a Papal 
nuncio had arrived m the Netheilands 
to iutiiguo against thom.^ In the 
evening, the Prince complained that 
, the estates had been so piecipitate in 
] concluding their arrangement with 

i Don John. He mentioned several 

articles m the treaty which were cal- 
' Gulated to excite distrust; dwelling 
' particularly on the engagement en- 
' tered into by the estates to maintain 
•, the Catholic religion. This aiticle he 
declared to he in diiect contiavention 
■ to the Ghent treaty, hy which this 
point was left to the decision of a 
< future assembly of the estatos-general. 
' Lconinus essayed, as well ae he could, 
to dispute these positions. In their 
last interview, the Fnnce persisted in 
his intention of laying the whole mat- 
. ter before the states of Holland and 
Zealand. Not to do so, he said, would 
i, bo to expose himself to ruin on one 
side, and on the other, to the indigna- 
tion of those who might suspect him 
1 of betraying them. The envoy begged 
• to be i^ormed if any hope could be 
' ' entert ained of a future arrangement. 

1 ^Qsohonl, Gorrospondanco Guillaume 
^ Tduit., ui, Ivi. ^ a Ibid., ivui. sqq. 


Orange replied that he had no expeo. 
tation of any, but advised Doctor 
Looninus to be present at Dart when 
the estates should assemble. 

Notwithstanding the unfavourable 
result, of this mission, Don John did 
not even yet despair of bending the 
stubborn character W the Piinca 
He hoped that, if a personal intcrvictr 
between them could be arranged, be 
should be able to remove many caiisi’s 
of suspicion from the mind of bie 
adveisary. “In such times as these,” 
wrote the Governor to Philip, "wo 
can make no election, nor do I see 
any remedy to preserve the state from 
desti action, save to gain over thii 
nran, who has so much influence wuli 
the nation.”® The Piinoe had, m 
truth, the whole game in his handi. 
There was scarcely a living cniatoro 
in Holland and Zealand w lio was iioi 
willing to be bound by bis decision in 
every emergency. Throughout the 
rest of the provinces, the mass of the 
people looked up to him with absolute 
conhdenoe, the clergy and the promi- 
nent nobles respecting and fearing him, 
even while they secretly attempted to 
thwait his designs Possessuig diets- 
tonal power in two provinces, i.ut 
influencos in the other fifteen nothing 
could be easier for him than to betray 
his country. The time was singularly 
propitious. The revengeful Eang wia 
almost on his knees to the denoiuiceJ 
rebel. Everything was pi offered: 
pardon, advancement, pow or. An 
indefinite vista was opened "Vou 
cannot imagine,” said Don John, 
“how much it will he within my 
ability to do for you.” The Governor 
was extremely anxious to purebaM 
the only enemy whom Philip fe.iren. 
The Prince had nothing personally to 
gain by a continuance of the tiontest, 
The ban, outlawry, degradation, pecu- 
niary rum, assassination, maityidom — 
these were the only guerdons ho could 
anticipate He had much to lose: 
but yesterday loaded with dignities, 
surrounded by pomp and luxury, with 
many chilchen to inherit iiis woildly 
gear, could he not recover all, and 

■ Oacliard CoiTCdpondanco, etc., p. 

US. letter of the ISth of Uarcb U77. 




more thau all, to day > Wliat serrioe 
had be to render in exohonge! A 
mere nothing. He had but to aban- 
don the convictions of a lifetime, and 
4o betray a million or two of hearts 
which trusted him. 

As to the promises made by the 
Qovemor to ]ule the country with 
gentleness, the Prince cordd not do 
otherwise than commend the inten- 
tion, even while distrusting the fulfil- 
ment. In his reply to the two Ictteia 
of Bon John, he thanked hia Highnc»s, 
with what seemed a grave irony, for 
the benign oouitesy and signal honour 
which he had manifested to him, by 
invitmg him so humanely and so care- 
folly to a tranquil life, wherein, ac- 
cordmg to his Highness, consisted the 
perfection of felicity in this mortal 
existence, and by promising him so 
hberally favour and graoe.^ He stated, 
however, with earnestness, that the 
promises in regard to the pacification 
of the poor Hetherland people were 
much more important. He had ever 
expected, he said, beyond all compari- 
eon, the welfare and security of the 
public before his own ; " having always 
placed his particular interests under 
his foot^ even as he was still resolved 
to do, as long as life should endure."* 

Thus did William of Orange receive 
the private advances made by the go- 
vernment towai ds himself . Meantime, 
Bon John of Austria came to Louvam.* 
Until the prehmmory conditions of the 
Perpetual Edict had been fulfilled, and 
the Spanish troops sent out of the 
countiy, he was not to be received as 
Govemor-Qeneral, but it seemed un- 
becoming for him to remain longer 
upon the threshold of the provinces. 
He therefore advanced into the heart 
of the country, trusting himself with- 
out troeps to the loyalty of the people, 
and manifesting a show of chivalious 
confidence which he was far from feel- 
ing. He was soon surrounded by 
couriaers, time-servei's, noble office- 


seekers. They who had kept them-^h 
selves invisible, so long as the issuer, 
of a perplexed negotiation seemed^ 
doubtful, now became obsequious ani^pi 
inevitable os his shadow. One grand^. 
seignior wanted a regiment, onPHier a^., 
government, a third a chamberlain’s^ - 
key; aU wanted titles, ribbons, offioes,;^" 
livery, wages. Bon John distfihuted®' 
favours and promises with vast liber- 
ality.'* The object with which Phihp 
had sent him to the Netherlands, that 
he might conciliate the hearts of its 
inhabitants by the personal graces 
which he had inherited from his im- 
perial father, seemed in a fair way of 
accomplishment, for it was nOt only 
the venal applause of titled sycophants 
that he strove to merit, but he tfiingled 
gaily and familiarly with all classes of 
citizens.® Everywhere his hafldsoms 
face and charming manner produced 
iheir natural effect. He dmod and 
supped with the magistrates in the 
Town-house, honoured general ban- 
quets of the burghers with bis pre- 
sence, and was afiable and dignified, 
witty, fascinating, and commanding, 
by turns. At LouvMn, the five mili- 
tary gmlds held a solemn festival. 
The usual mvitations were sent to the 
other societies, and to all the martial 
brotherhoods, the country rounA Gay 
and gaudy processions, sumptuous 
banquets, mihtary sports, rapidly suc- 
ceeded each other. Upon Hie day of 
the gieat tnal of skill, all the high 
functionaries of the land were, accords 
ing to custom, invited, and the Goveih . 
nor was graciously jileBsed to honour 
the solemnity with his presence. Great 
was the joy of the multitude whm . 
Bon John, complying with the halni 
of imperial and princely personages in 
former days, enrolled himself, ^ss, 
bow in hand, among the competitors, 
Greater still was the enthusiasm, when 
the conqueror of Lepanto brought 
down the bird, and was proelaimed 
king of the year, amid the tumultuous 


1 lietter of the Frmce of Orange to Don 
John of Austna, May 24, 1677, m Uaebard, 
Correspondailce do Guillaume ]p Tacit , ill, 
89-201. * 

* Ibid , 290 — '*Alant, ^oiiajours mis des- 
soubz les pieds mou legora particulier, ainsi 
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liilsuity of the crowd. According to 
custom, the oaptiuns of the guild sus- 
pended a golden popinjay around the 
neck of bis Highness, and, placing 
themselYes in procession, followed him 
to the great church. Thence, after 
the customaty religious esercises, the 
multitude proceeded to the banquet, 
where the health of the new king of 
the cross-bowmen was pledged in deep 
potations^ Long and loud was the 
merriment of this initiatory festival, 
to which many feasts succeocled during 
those brief but halcyon days, for the 
good-natured ITethorlanders already 
believed in the blessed advent of peace. 
They did not dream that the iiar, 
which had been consuming the marrow 
of their commonwealth for ten flaming 
years, was but in its inf.ancy, and that 
neither they nor their children were 
destined to see its close. 

For the moment, however, all was 
hilarity at Louvain. The Governor, 
by his engaging deportment, awoke 
many reminiscences of the once popu- 
lar Emperor. He expressed unbounded 
affection for the commonwealth, and 
perfect confidence in the loyalty of 
the inhabitants He promised to 
maintain their bbertics, and to restore 
their prosperity. Moi cover, he bad 
just hit the popinjay with a skill which 
his imperial father might have envied, 
and presided at burgher banquets with 
a grace which Charles could hare 
hai^y matched. His personal graces, 
for the moment, took the rank of 
viitues. " Such were the beauty and 
vivacity of his eyes,” says his privy 
counciUor, Tassis, " that with a single 
glance he made all hearts his oivn ; ” ' 
yet, nevertheless, the predestined 
victim secretly felt himself the object 
of a marksman who had no time for 
painted popinjays, but who rarely 
missed his aim " The whole country 
is at the devotion of the Frmce, and 
nearly every one of its inhabitants; 


1 Tassis, lit 257, 258. Y.'m Wyn op Wage- 
naer, viL 50. • Tassis, iv 326. 

* Letter of Escovedo, Djscours Sommior, 
wo., p. 24, oqq. > Bor, x. 800, 807. 
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such was his secret language to hii 
royal brother, at the very moment oi 
the exuberant manifestations which 
preceded his own entrance to Brag-, 
sels t 

IVliile the Governor still tarried at 
Louvain, his secretary, Escovedo, ivag 
busily engaged in arrwiging the de- 
paituro of the Spaniards,* for notwith- 
standing his original reluctance and 
the suspicions of Orange, Don Jnlm 
loyally intended to keep his puimi-g 
He even advanced twenty-seven thou- 
sand fiorins towards the expense oi 
their removal,^ but to raise the ivliolo 
amount required for transportation 
and arrears was a difficult matter. 
The estates were slow in providing the 
one hundred and fifty thousand flenrs 
which they had stipulated to fmnnh 
The King’s credit, moreover, was at n 
very low ebb His prei ions bon& had 
not been duly honoured, and theig 
had even been instances of royal re 
pudi-ation, which by no means light- 
ened tho task of the financier, m efl'oct- 
ing the new loans required.® Escovedo 
was very blunt in ms langungo upon 
this topic, and both Don John and 
himsolf urged punctuality in all futiiro 
payments. They entreated that tho 
bills drawn in Philiji’s name upon 
Lombai dy bankers, and discounted at 
a heavy rate of interest, by the Fuga-ra 
of Antwerp, might be duly proiidcd 
for at maturity. "I earnestly beg,” 
said Escovedo , " that your Majesty w ill 
see to the payment of these bills, at 
all events;" adding, with amusing 
simplicity, “this will be a means of 
recovciiiig your Majesty’s credit, and 
as for my own, I don’t caic to lose it, 
small though it be." Don John was 
even more solicitous. " For the iove 
of God, Sire," ho wrote, “ do not hs 
delinquent now. You musts rcScat 
upon the necessity of recovering j’our 
credit. If this receives now the final 
blow, all will desert your Majesty, and 


• Letter of Don John to Philip, Apiil 7, 
1677, in tho app^cndix to tho iiitcneptea 
letters, Discours Scimmior des JustesCnis-it 
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part of BacoTedo^ and through the con* 
fldence reposed in his character, the 
neceasaiy funds were raised in the 
course of a few weeks. There was, 
however, a diffic^ty among the officers, 

" as to the right of commanding the 
army on homewaid TnAy ^'h , X)on 
Alonzo de Yarg^, as chief of the 
eavahy, was appointed to the post by 
the Governor ; but Valdez, Romero, 
uid other veterans, indignantly i cfused 
♦bo serve under one whom they dcclaied 
their inferior officer. There was much 
altercation and heartbuzning, and an 
attempt was made to compromise the 
matter ly the appointment of Count 
Mansheld to the chief command. This ' 
was, hgwever, only adding fuel to the 
dames. All were dissatisfied with the 
superiority accorded to a foreigner, 
and Alonzo de Vargas, especially of* 
fended, addressed most insolent laii* 
guage to the Governor * Kevertheless, 
the arrangement was maintained, and 
the troops finally took their departure 
from the countiy, in the latter days of 
April A vast concourse of citizens 
Kituessed th^r departure, and could 
hardly believe their eyes, as they saw 
this incubus at last rollin g off, hy which 
the land had so many years been cnisli'’ 
ed.^ Their joy, altiiough extravagant. 
Was, however, limited by the reflection 
that ten thousand Germans still re- 
mained in the provinces, attached to 
the royal service, and that there was 
» even yet a possibility that the depar- 
ture of the Spaniards was a feint In 
truth, Escovedo, although seconding 
the orders of Don John, to procure 
the removal of these troops, did not 
scruple to express his regret to tho 
King, anti his doubts as to the result. 
He had been ever in hopes that an 

^ Letter of Escovodo to tho King, S Avnl 
16?^, in Discotirs Sommier, etc , p 11 
Lebtm of Don John to tho King, Discoun 
Bommicr, etc , p 84, appendix 
a Bor, X. 607 Hoofd, xii 495. 
a Bor, X. SOL lloofd, xi^'^96. Stradn. 

. lx. 433. • ^ 

4 Among the many witticisms pirpotrated 
Upon this occasion, the following spccioion 
may be thought worth proserTiug I 
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He assured the K^iug that he felt veiy 
doubtful as to what tom matters might 
take, after the soldiers were gone, see- 
ing the great unruliness wmch even 
their presence had been insufficient 
complctoly to check.^ He had hoped 
that they might be retained in the 
neighbourhood, ready to seize the 
islands at the first opportunity. ** For 
my part,” he wrote, I care nothing 
for the occupation of places within 
the interior, but the islands mnst be 
secured. To do this,” he continued, 
with a deceitful allusion to the secret 
projects of Don John, "is, in my opi- 
nion, more difficult than to effiect the 
scheme upon England. If tUo one 
were accomplished, the otiier would 
be easily enough managed, and would 
lequire but moderate means. Let 
I not your Majesty suppose that I say 
I this as favouiiug the plan of Don 
I John, for this I put entirely behind 
; mo"® 

Kotwithstanding these suspicions on 
the part of the people, this reluctance 
on the part of the government, the 
: troops readily took up their line of 
march, and never paused till they 
reached Lombardy ^ Don John wrote 
repeatedly to the King, waimly urging 
the claims of these veterans, and o| 
their distingiu.slied officers, Romero, 
Avila, Valdez, !Monteddocca, Verdugo, 
Blondiugon, and others, to his bounti- 
ful consideration. They had departed 
in very ill-humour, not having received 
any recompence for their long and 
arduous services. Certainly, if un- 
flinching endumnee, desperate valour, 
and congenial ciuelty, coidd atone in 
tlio monarch’s eyes for the mutiny, 
winch had at last compelled their 
withdrawal, then were these labourers 

*' Boctica gozis Abut : cur ploras Bdgica T 
dicam 

A quod m O non est litcra versa queror ” 
Bor, X 807. lloofd, XU 496 

* Letter of Ebcovcdo to the 6 Abn] 
1577, in DiBCours Sommier, etc , p. 10, ap- 
pendix. 

* Letter of Escovodo, 9 April 1577, Bis* 
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worthy of their hire. Don John hod 
pacific them by afisurances that they 
should receive adequate rewards on 
their arrival in Lombardy, and had 
urged the full satisfaction of their 
and his promises in the sbrong- 
est language. Although Don Alonso 
do Vargas had abused him with fly- 
ing colours/*^ as he expressed himself, 
yet he hastened to intercede for him 
with the 'K'lTig in the most affectionate 
terms. His impatience has not sur^ 
prised me,** said the Governor, “ad- 
though 1 regret that he has been 
offended, for I love and esteem him 
much. He has served many years with 
great distmction, and I can certify 
that his character for purity and reli- 
gion is something extiaoidmaiy **® 

The first scene in the withdrawal of 
the troops had been the evacuation of 
the citadel of Antwerp, and it had been 
decided that the command of this most 
important fortress should be conferred 
upon the Duke of Aerschot,* his claims 
as commander-in-chlof, under the au- 
thority of the State Council, and as 
chief of the Catholic nobihty, could 
haidly be passed over, yet he was a man 
whomneither party trusted. Hewastoo 
visibly governed by interested motives 
Arrogant where he felt secure of his 
own, or doubtf alas to another’s position, 
he could be supple and onngmg when 
the relations changed. He refused an 
interview with 'William of Orange be- 
fore consulting with Don John, and 
Boheited one afterwards when he found 
that every effort was to be made to 
conciliate the Prince.^ He was insolent 
to the Governor-General himself in 
February, and respectful in IVIarch. 
He usurped the first place in the 
church,^ before Don John had been 


acknowledged Governor, and was the 
first to go forth to welcome hinn after 
the matter had been arranged. He 
made a scene of virtuous indignation 
in the State Coimcil,* because ho wis 
accused of place-hunting, bub was difi. 
gent to secure an ofiice of the highest 
dignity which the GtSveruor could be 
stow. Whatever may have been hu 
merits, it is certam that he iiibpirei 
confidence neither in the adhorouts c£ 
the King nor of the Prince; while he 
by turns professed the waimest icgnid 
both to the one part^^ and the 
Spaniards and paiiiots, Piote&t'iiiUi 
and Catholics, suspected the nt.iii at 
the same moment, and cvci attiibutcd 
to his conduct a meaning w hich w aa 
the reverse of the apparent/ Such u 
often the judgment iiassed upon tho'<e 
who fish in troubled wateis onh^ to iiU 
their own nets. 

The Duke, however, was appomt< 
ed Governor of the citadel. Sancho 
d* Avila, the former con&tahle, refused 
with CastiUian haughtiness, to Eu^ 
lender the place to his suoocssor. but 
appointed bis lieutenant, l^lartm d^Uyo, 
to perform that ceremony ^ Dscoicdo, 
standing upon the drawbiidge with 
Aerbchot, administered the oath : I, 
Pliilix>, Duke of Aeischot/* said the 
new constable, ''solenmly sweat to 
hold this castle for the King, and f'^r 
no others.’* To w hich Escovedo aihlcd, 
** God help you, with all his argoh«, if 
you keep your oath ; if not, may the 
Devil carry you away, body and aoul ” 
Tho few by-standers ciiod Amen, and 
with this hasty ceremony, the kc^^s 
were delivered, the piiaoncis, Eginont, 
Capres, Goignies, and otUeis, UhoralLil, 
and the Spaniards ordered to xnaich 
foith/ 


1 Letter of Don John to the Kuig, 7 Abnl 
1677, lu DiBcoura Somxmcr, p 29, appendix. 
— '*Y quexasa tan a bandimis dosplogodos 
de mi.** > Ibid 
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As already narrated, the aoldiery had 
retired definitely from the country at 
the end of April, after which Don 
sjohn made his triumphal entrance 
into Brussels on the 1st of May. It 
was long since so festive a May^day 
had gladdened the hearts of Brabant, 
So much holiday magnifioence had not 
been seen m the Netherlands for years. 
A soleipn procession of burghers, pre- 
ceded by siz thousand troops, and 
V garnished by the free companies of 
archers and muaketeera, in their pic- 
turesque costiimea, esco^d the young 
pnnee along the streets of the capital. 
Don John was on horseback, wrapped 
in a long green cloak, riding between 
the Bishop of Liege and the Papal 
nuncio.^ He passed beneath countless 
triumphal arches. Banners waved 
before him, on which the battle of Le- 
panto and other striking fxienes in his 
life were emblusoned. Minstrels sang 
verses, poets recited odes, rhetoric clut« 
enacted fantastic dramas in his honour, 
as he rode along. Young virgins 
crowned him with laurels Fair wo- 
I men innumerable were clustered at 
'■ every window, roof, and balcony, iheir 
bright robes floatmg like summer 
clouds above him. “ Softly from 
those lovely clouds," says a gallant 
chronicler, “ descended the gentle rain 
- of flowers.” > Garlands were strewed 
before hiS feet, laurelled victory eat 
upon his brow. The same conven- 
g^onal enihnsiaBin and decoration which 
^nad charaoteriBed the holiday marches 


of a thousand conventional heroes were 
successfully produced. The proceed- 
ings began with the church, and ended 
with the banquet, the day was propiti- 
ous, the populace pleased, and, after a 
brilliant festival, Don John of Austria 
saw himself Governor-General of the 
provinces. 

Thine days afterwords, the enstom- 
ary oaths, to he kept with the custom- 
ary conscientiousness, were rendered at 
the Toivn House,* and for a biref mo- 
ment all seemed smiling and serene. 

There was a reverse to the picture. 
In truth, no language can deaonbe the 
hatred which Don John entertained 
for the Netherlands and all the inhabi- 
tants. He had come to the country 
only as a. stepping-stone to the English 
throne, and he never spoke, in his 
private letters, of the provinces or the 
people but in terms of abhorrence. 
He was in a '* Babylon of disgust," in 
a “ hell,” surrounded by " drunkards," 
“wine-skins,” "Bcountols," and the 
like. From the moment of his arrival 
he bad strained every nerve to retain 
the Spanish troops, and to send them 
away by sea when it should Y>e no 
longer feasible to keep them. Eaco- 
vedo shared in the sentiments, and 
entered fully into the schemes of his 
chief. The plot, the secret enterprise^ 
was the great cause of the advent of 
Don John in the uncongenial clime of 
Flanders. It had been, therefore, 
highly important, in his estimation, 
to set, as soon as possible, about the 
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aeeomplishment of tlus important busi- 
1108B. He accordingly entered into 
correspondence with Antonio Perez, 
the King's most confidential Secretary 
of State at that period. That the 
OoTemor was plotting no treason is 
sufficiently obvious from the context 
of his letters. At the same time, 
with the expansiveness of his charac- 
ter, when he was dealing with one 
whom he deemed his close and trusty 
friend, he occasionally made use of ex- 
pressions which might be made to seem 
equivocal. Thia was atill more the case 
with poor Esoovedo. Devoted to his 
master, and depending most implicitly 
upon the honour of Perez, he indulged 
in language which might be tortuied 
into a still more suspicious shape, 
when the devilish arts of Perez and 
the universal distrust of Philip weie 
tending steadily to that end. For 
Perez — on the whole, the boldest, 
deepest, and moat unscrupulous villain 
in that pit of duplicity, the Spanish 
court — was engaged at that moment 
with Philip, in a plot to draw from 
Don John and Escovedo, by means of 
' this correspondence, the proofs of a 
treason which the King and rahih>ter 
both desired to find. The lotteis from 
Spam were written with this view — 
those fiom Flanders were mterpreted 
to that end. Every confidential letter 
received by Perez was immediately 
laid by him before the Kin g — every 
letter which the artful demon wrote 
was filled with hints as to the danger 
of the Kmg'a leammg the existence of 
the correspondence, and with promises 
of profound secrecy upon his own 
part, and was then immediately placed 
in Phihp's hands, to receive ffis com- 
ments and criticisms, before being 
copied and despatched to the Nether- 
lands.^ The minister was playing a 
bold, murdeiouB, and trcaoheroos 
game, and played it in a masterly 
manner. Escovedo was lured to his 


destruction, Don John was made tr 
fret his heart away, and Philip — mors 
deceived than all — was betiayed ia' 
what he considered his afiections, and 
made the mere tool of a man as false 
as himself, and infiuitcly more accom- 
plished. 

Almost immediately after the amvol 
of Don John in the Ncthcrlamls, ho 
had begun to express the greatest im- 
patience for Escovedo, who had net 
been able to accompany his master 
upon bin journey, but without uhoso 
assistance the Governor could acooui- 
plish none of his undertakings. “ Be# 
mg a man, not an angel, 1 cannot do 
all winch I have to do," said he to 
Perez, “ without a smgle person m 
whom I can confide.” * Ho protested 
that he could do no more than he a os 
then doing. He went to bed sitwelie 
and rose at seven, \\ ithout having an 
hour in the day m which to take huj 
food regularly, in consequence of all 
which he had already had thiecfoveia 
He was plunged mto a world of dis- 
trust. Every man suspected him, and 
he had himself no confidence in s 
single individual throughout that 
whole Babylon of disgust*. He eh- 
sei-ved to Perez that he was at liberty 
to shew his letters to the King, or to 
read them in the Council, as be meant 
always to speak the truth m whateier 
he ^ould write. He uas sure that 
Perez would do all for the host, and 
there is something touching in these | 
expressions of an honest purpose to- 
wards Philip, and of generous conO- 
denee in Perez, while the two wcro< 
thus artfully attempting to inveigle , 
him into damaging revelations. The 
Netherlonders certamly had small ' 
cause to love or trust their now Go 
veruor, who very sincerely detested 
and suspected them, but Phibp had 
little reason to oomplam of his bro- 
ther. “ Tell me if my letters are rea' 
m Council, and what his Majesty sa; 


1 Many of these letters are contained in a 
very valuablo Md collection belonging to 
the royal hbrary at the Hague, and entitled, 
** Cartas qii'el Behor Don Juan de Austria y 
ol Becretano Joan do Escobedo, descihadas, 
osonbioran b Su. MagO, y Antonio Pores, 
doh^ Flandcs," It la probablo that those 
ci'i-lcs wore made by the direction of Peroz 


himselt when obliged to deposit the on 
mnals before the Judges of Aragon --vior 
Gachaid, Notice aur un Mauuscrit do ii 
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^out tJiem,” he -wrote; “and, above 
'all. Bend money. 1 am driven to 
ndeaperation at finding myself told to 
this people, utterly unprovided ns I 
am, and knowing the slow manner in 
wlihfii all affairs are conducted in 
Spain.” ^ 

He informed sthe TCing that thcie 
was hut one man in the Netherlands, 
and that he was ccdled the Frmce of 
Orange. To him everything was com- 
municated, with him -everything was 
negotiated, opmioua expressed by him 
were implicitly followed The Gover- 
inor vividly described the misgivings 
with which he had placed himself m 
the power of the states by going to 
Iiouvsin, and the reluctance with which 
he had consented to send aw.ay the 
troops. After this concession, he com- 
plained that the insolence of the states 
had increased. " They think that they 
can do and undo what they hke, now 
‘that I am at then- mercy," he wrote to 
fhilip. “Nevertheless, I do what 
you command without regardmg that 
I am sold, and that 1 am m great dan- 

f er of losing my liberty, a loss which 
dread more than anything in the 
world, for 1 wish to remain justified 
before God and men,” ’ He expressed, 
however, no hopes as to the result. 
Disrespect and rudeness could be 
pushed no further than it had already 
gone, while the Prince of Orange, the 
ootu^ governor of the country, con- 
sidered his own preservation dependent 
upon maintaining things as they then 
were. Don John, therefore, advised 
the King steadily to make preparations 
for “a rude and terrible war,”^ which 
was not to be avoided, save by a mi- 
racle, and which ought not to find him 
in this unprepared state. He protested 
that it was impossible to exaggerate 
the boldhess which the people felt at 
seeing him thus defenceless. “They 
say publicly,” he continued, “that your 
^Uajesty is not to be feared, not being 
capable of carryuig on a war, and hav- 
ing eonsumed and exhausted every re- 


1 GoTUis dol£efior Don J, d* Austria y ol 
JSsSor Escobedo, MS., f. I-. 4 , 81 Die , 1576. 

> Cartas del B Don Joan, etc , Mb., t 4-12, 
E Jsa. 1677. * 

tjna eiuda 7 teiildo guorra. — Ibid. 


source. One of the greatest injuries 
ever infiicted upon us was by Harquis 
Havrd, who, ^ter his return from 
Spain, went about publishing every- 
where the poverty of the royal ex- 
chequer. This has emboldened them 
to rise, for they believe that, whatever 
the disposition, there is no strength to 
chastise them, Tlicy see a proof of 
the correctness of their reasoning in 
the absence of new levies, and in the 
heavy arrearages due to the old 
troops.” < 

He protested that he desired, at 
least, to be equ-al to the enemy, with- 
out asking, as others had usually done, 
for double the amount of the hostile 
force. He gave a glance at the fo- 
reign complications of the Netherlands, 
telhng PUlip that the estates were 
intriguing both with France and Eng- 
land. The English envoy hod ex- 
pressed much imeasmess at -the pos- 
sible departure of the Spanish troops 
from the Netherlands by sea, coupling 
it with a probable attempt to libmte 
the Queen of Scots. Don John, who 
had come to the provinces for no other 
purpose, and whose soul had been full 
of that TomauUe scheme, of course 
stoutly denied and ridiculed the idea, 
“Such notions,” he had said to the 
envoy, "weie subjects for laughter. 
If the troops were removed from the 
country, it -was to stroiigihen bis Ma- 
jesty’s foico in the Levant ”* Mr 
Itogcis, much comforted, had expressed 
the waim frieniUliip which Elizabeth 
entertained both for his Majesty and 
his Majesty’s representative; protes- 
tations which could hardly seem very 
sincere, after the series of attempts at 
the Queen’s life, uiulortakenso recently 
by hiB Majesty and his Majesty's for- 
mer rcprcBontative. Nevertheless, 
Don John hod responded with groat 
conli.alily, hod begged for Elizabeth’s 
poitinit, and had expressed the inten- 
tion, if an'.iii'B went as be hoped, to go 
privately to Engl.mil for the purpose 
of kissing her royal band.* Dcd John 


4 Cartas del B Don Joan, eto , US » t 4e 
18, a Jan, 1577 * Ibid, 
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Boeomplidmient of tViia important busi- 
nosa. He accordingly entered into 
correspondence with Antonio Ferez, 
the King’s most confidential Secretary 
of State at that period. That the 
Goremor was plotting no treason is 
sufficiently obvious from the context 
of his letters. At the same time, 
with the expansivenesa of his charac- 
ter, when he was dealing with one 
whom he deemed his close and trusty 
fnend, he occasionally made use of ex- 
pressions which might be made to seem 
equivocal. This was still more the case 
with poor Kscovedo. Devoted to his 
master, and dependmg most implicitly 
upon the honour of Perez, he indulged 
in language which might be tortured 
into a stiU more suspicious shape, 
when the devilish arts of Feiez and 
' the universal distrust of Philip weie 
tending steadily to that end. For 
Perez — on the whole, the boldest, 
deepest, and most unscrupulous viUam 
in that pit of duphcity, the Spanish 
court — was engaged at that moment 
with Philip, in a plot to draw from 
Don John and Escovedo, by means of 
' this correspondence, the proofs of a 
treason which the King and minister 
both desired to find The letteis from 
Spain were written with this view — 
those from Flanders were interpreted 
to that end. Every confidential letter 
received by Perez was immediately 
laid by him before the King — every 
letter which the artful demon wrote 
was filled with hints as to the danger 
of the Kmg’s learning the existence of 
the correspondence, and with promises 
of profound secrecy upon his own 
part, and was then immediately placed 
in Philip's hands, to receive ms com- 
ments and criticisms, before being 
copied and despatched to the Nether- 
lands.^ The minister was playmg a 
bold, murdeious, and treacherous 
game, and played it in a masterly 
manner. Escoiedo was lured to hia 


1 M any of these letters are contained in a 
very valuable hm collection beloDging to 
the loyal bbraiy at the Hague, and entitled, 
**Carta 3 qu*el Bebor Don ,11100 de Austria y 
el Secretano Joan de Escobedo, descifradas, 
wcnbimn b Su, blogS. y. Antonio Perez, 
des^ Handea.” It la probable that tbeae 
cojilco were made by the direction of Feroz 


destruction, Don John was mode tr 
fret his heart away, and Philip — more 
deceived than all — was betrayed in * 
what he considered his affections, and 
made the mere tool of a man as false 
as himseU, and infinitely more accom- 
plished. 

Almost immediate^ after the airival 
of Don John in the Netherlands, ho 
had begun to express the greatest im- 
patience for Escovedo, who hod not 
been able to accompany his master 
upon his journey, but without whoso 
assistance the Governor could accom- 
plish none of his undertakings “ Be-z 
mg a man, not an angel, I cannot do 
all which I have to do,” said he to 
Perez, “without a smgle person m 
whom I can confide.” ‘ He protested 
that he could do no more than he w as 
then doing. He went to bed a£ twelve 
and rose at seven, without having an 
hour in the day in which to take hia 
food regularly, in couseqiience of ali' 
which he had already had thioe fevers, 
lie was plunged mto a world of dm- 
ti ust. Every man suspected him, and 
he had himself no confidence in a 
single individual throughout that 
whole Babylon of disgusts. He oh- 
seived to Perez that he was at hberty 
to shew hiB letters to the King, or tn 
read them in the Council, as he meant 
always to apeak the truth m whatever 
he should write. He was sure that 
Perez would do all for the best; and 
there is something touching in these 
expressions of an honest purpose to- 
wards Philip, and of generous confi- 
dence in Peiez, while the two were' 
thus artfully attempting to inveigle 
him into damaging revwtions. The 
Netherlanders certainly had small 
cause to love or trust their new Go- 
vernor, who very sincerely detoateJ 
and suspected them, but Philip had 
little reason to complain of his bro- 
ther. “ Tell me if my letters are read 
in Council, and what his Majesty saj-s 

blmzelli when obliged to deposit tbe on- 
mnals before tbe judges of Aragon — Vidr 
Goebard, Notice aur un Mauusent do In 
Bibliotbdque Boyale da la Fayoi etc. Bullet 
Com Biy ziu. 
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[ about them,” he wrote; “and, above 
all, Bend money. I am driven to 
^~de^ration at ^ding myself aold io 
Ail pa^, utterly unprovided as I 
am, and knowing the Blow manner in 
which all aSbirs are conducted in 
Spain.” ^ 

He informed •<tho King that there 
was but one man in the HetherlondB, 
and that he was called the i’nuce of 
Otonge. To him everything waa com- 
municated, with him ‘everything was 
ne^tiated, opinions eiipi'cssed by him 
were impluatiy loilowcd The (Jover- 
Anor vividly deaciibed the misgivings 
with which ha had placed himself m 
the power of the states by going to 
Louvain, and the reluctanco w ith which 
he had consented to send away the 
troops. After this concession, he com- 
lainei^that the insolence of Uie shites 
ad inci eased. “ They think that they 
., can do and undo what they hke, now 
that I am at thoir morey,” ho wrote to 
fhilip. “Nevertheless, I do what 
you command without regarding that 
I am told, and that I am in great don- 

f or of losing my liberty, a loss which 
dread more than anything in the 
woilJ, for I wish to remain justified 
before God and men.” ' Ho espressed, 
however, no hopes as to the result. 
Disrespect and rudeness could ha 
pushed no further than it had already 
gone, while the rrince of Orange, the 
actual -governor of the country, con- 
sidered his ©"wn preservation dependent 
upon maintaining things as they then 
were. Don John, therefore, advised 
the Tfing steadily to make preparations 
lor “ a rude and temhle war," ■* which 
was not to ho avoided, save by a mi- 
racle, and which ought not to find him 
in this unprepared state. He protested 
that it waa impassible to exaggerate 
the holdhcBS wmch the people felt at 
seeing him thus defenceless. “They 
saypuhliely,” he oontmued, “that your 
^Majesty is not to he feared, not being 
capable of carrying on a war, and hav- 
ing oonsumed and exhausted eVeiy re- | 


1 Cartas dol£eKoT Son J. d’ Austria yel 
Sellar Escobedo, ittS., f. 1-4, 21 Sii , 1576 
a Cartas del B. Sou J oan, etc , tm., f 4-llt 
t tta. 157T. • 
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source. One of the greatosii in juries 
ever infiicted upon us was by Marquis 
Havtd, who, after hia return from 
Spain, went about publishing eveiy- 
wbcTB the povei-ty of tho royal ex- 
cheipier. This has emboldened them 
to rise, for they heheve that, whatever 
the disposition, there is no strength to 
chastise them. They see a proof of 
the correctness of their reasoning in 
the absence of new levies, and in the 
heavy arrearages due to the old 
tioopa”‘ 

He protested that he desired, at 
least, to he equal to the enemy, with- 
out ashing, as othcia liad usually done, 
for double the amount of the hoatils 
force. Ha gave a glance at the fo- 
reign complic.atiDnB of the Netherlands, 
telling Philip that the estates were 
intriguing both with Prance and Eng- 
land. The Hnglisb envoy bad ex- 
pressed uiucb uneasiness at tho pos- 
sible departure of the Spanish troops 
from tho Netherlands by sea, coupling 
It a ith a probable attempt to liberate 
the Queen of Scots. Don John, who 
had come to the provinces for no other 
purpose, and whose soul had been full 
of that romantic scheme, of course 
stoutly domed and ridiculed the idea. 
“Such notions,” he had said to the 
envoy, “were subjects for laughter. 
If the troops were removed from the 
country, it waa to stroiigihen his Ma- 
jesty’s force m the Levant." ‘ Mr 
Rogers, much comforted, had expressed 
the warm fnendship which Nhzabeth 
entertained both for hie Majesty and 
his Majesty’s representative; protes- 
tatuona which could hardly aeem very 
Sincere, after the senes of attempts at 
the Queen’s life, undertaken so recently 
hy hiB Majesty and bis Majesty’s for- 
mer representative. Nevertheless, 
Don John had responded with great 
cordiality, had begged for Elizabeth’s 
porti.ut, and had expressed the inten- 
tion, if affairs went as he hoped, to go 
privately to England for the purpose 
of kissing her royal bond,*’ Dca John 


• Cartas del B. Ron Joan, etc , MS , £ 4h 
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further inloimed the King, upon the 
envoy’s authority, that Ehzabeth had 
iefosed assistance to the estates, saying, 
if rile stirred it would be to render aid 
lo Philip, especially if France should 
meddle m the matter. As to France, 
the Governor advised Philip to hold 
out hopes to AleD9on of espousing the 
Infanta, but by no means ever to fulfil | 
such a promise, as the Duhe, "besides ; 
being we shield of heretics, was un- 
scrupulously addicted to infamous j 
vices.” ^ j 

A month later, Eecovedo described I 
the downfall of Con John's hopes, and 
his own in dismal language. — “You 
ere aware,” he wrote to Perez, “ that a 
thrme — a chair with a canopy — ^ia our 
intention and our appotite, and all the 
rest is good for nothing. H<aving 
failed in our scheme, we are desperate 
and like madmen. AH is now weari- 
ness and death.” * Having expressed 
himself in such desponding accents, he 
continued, a few days afterw.irds, in 
the same lugubrious vem, “ I am ready 
to hang myself,” said he, " and I would 
have done it already, if it were not for 
keeping myself as executioner for those 
who have done us so much barm. Ah, 
Sehor Antonio Perez I ” he added, 
“what terrible pertinacity have those 
devils shewn m making us give up our 
plot. It seems as though hell were 
opened, and had sent forth heaps of 
demons to oppose our schemes.” ^ 
After these vigorous ejaculations, he 
proceeded to inform his friend that 
the English envoy and the estates, 
governed by the Prince of Orange, in 
nhose power were the much-coveted 
ships, had prevented the departure of 
the troops by sea. " These devils 

besar la las tnanos " — Cartas del 8 Don 
Joan, etc, MS, f. 4-12, 2 Jan 1^77. Upon 
this passage In his brothor's Icttor, Philip 
mado the pithy aimotatioa. "Mucha deetr 
^ ato, that was saying a good daaL" — 

1 "Forque do mas de ssr esto el esoudo 
de los hereges, ae tione cntondido quo no 
baca esorupulo del pecado nefando." — Ibid 
• Cairtaa, etc , MS , f. 12-16, 7 Fob 157T 
Esti^ per aorcarmo, yn lo habia hecho 
Wio me raordaso para verdngo do quien 
^ito mal nos baos, A I r^or Antonio 
Fww y qua partlnncla y terribihdad a aido 
» dasos dmoutoB an quixainos nuestra 
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complain of the expense,” said ho, 
"but we would willmgly swallow the 
cost if we could only get the ships.”' 
He then described Don John as so 
cast down by bis disappointment as to 
be fit for nothing, and most desirous 
of quitting the Hctherlands as soon as 
possible. He had ilb disposition to 
govern these wine-skins.'* Any one 
who ruled in the provinces was 
obliged to do exactly wiiat they 
ordered him to do. Such rule was 
not to the taste of Don John. 'With- 
out any comparison, a wom.ui w oiild 
answer the purpose better tlinii any^ 
man, and Escovedo accordingly sug- 
gested the Empress Down cor, or 51a- 
dame de Parma, or even hlarlame rV 
Lorraine. He fiiither recoinmench'il 
that the Spanish troops, thus forced 
to leave the Hetheihuitls bj- land, 
should he employed ag.iinst the heio- 
tics in France. Tins would be a salvo^ 
for the disgrace of removing them “ 
“It would be read in bistmy,” con- 
tmued the Secretary, “ that the troops 
wont to France in onler to render as- 
sistance in a great religious necessity; 
while, at the same time, they will be 
on hand to chastise these drunkards, if 
necessary.'’ To have the troojis in 
France is almost as well as to keep 
them here.” He begged to be for- 
given if he spoke incoherently. 'Twas 
no wonder that he should do so, for 
his reason had been disordered by the 
blow which bad been received. As 
for Don John, he was dying to leave 
the country; and although the force 
was small for so great a general, yet 
it would be well for him to lead these 
troops to France in person. “ It would 
[ sound well in history," said poor Esco- 

tiTifa ; el ynfierno parece quo soo^abicrto y 
quo enbian de slid geiites a montoues d cste 
afeto " 

> Cartas, etc., MS., t 12, 3 Feb. 1577 — 
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vedo, TTho always thought of posterity, 
without erer dreaming that his own 
private letters would be destined, after 
three centuries, to comment and ear- 
nest investigation ; “it would sound 
well in history, that Don John went 
to restore the French kingdom, and to 
extirpate heretic’, with six thousand 
, foot and two thousand horse. 'Tis a 
better employment, too, than to go- 
vern sueh vile creatures as these.” ^ 

If, however, all their plana should 
fail, the Secretary suggested to his 
friend Antonio, that he must see .and 
make courtiers of them. He sug- 
gested that a strong administration 
might be foiraed in Spain, with Don 
Johu, the M.irquis de Los Velez, .and 
.the Duke of Sesa. “IV ith such chiefs, 
and with Anthony and John® for aco- 
lytes,* he was of opinion that much 
good work might be done, and that 
Don John iniglit become “the st.afF 
for his Majesty’s old age.’’® Ha im- 
plored Perez, in the most urgent lan- 
guage, to procure Philip’s consent that 
hia bi other should leave the provinces. 
“Otlieiwise,” said he, “we shall see 
the destruction of tlie friend whom wo 
so much love 1 He will become seri- 
ously ill, and, if so, good night to 
him 1 * His body is too delicate.” 
Esoovedo protested that he would 
rather die himself. “ In the catas- 
trophe of Don John’s death,” ho con- 
tinued, “adieu the court, adieu the 
world ! ” He would ineontinoiitly 
hury himself among the mountains 
of San Sebastian, “ preferring to dwell 
among wild animals than among cour- 
tiers.” Escovedo accordingly, not 
urged by the most disinterested mo- 
tives certainly, but with as wanu a 
friendship fur his master as princes 
usuallji inspire, proceeded to urge 
upou Perez the necessity of aiding 
the man who was able to help them. 


1 uge olgar.! mas de serrir cn esto que no 
ett govtcrno do tan rum Rente." — Cartas, 
etc , M S , 1 12-16 , 1 Feb 1577 
5 Viz, Jolm of Xscovedo and Antony 
Perez 

3 " El bacufo nor su bexez ’’ — Cartas, etc., 
MS., 12-16, 7 Feb 1677. ' 

t “ Y es de cuerpo tan deliesdo quo lo 
temo dexamos hia a buenas noches.” — Ibid. 


The first step was to get him out of 
the Netherlands. That was his con- 
stant thoughl^ by day and night. As 
it would hardly he desirable for him 
to go alone, it seemed proper that 
Escovedo should, upon some pretext, 
he first sent to Spain. Such a pretext 
would be easily found, because, as Don 
John had accepted the government, 
“it would be nocessiry for him to do 
all which the rascals bade him.”“ 
After these miuuts statements, the 
Secretary warned his correspondent of 
the necc.’sity of secrecy, adding that 
he especially feared “all the court 
ladies, great and small, but that he in 
evarything confided entirely in Peres. ” 

Nearly at the same time, Don John 
wrote to Perez in a similar tone. “ Ah, 
Sefior Antonio,’’ he exclaimed, “how 
certain is my disgrace aud my misfor- 
tune ! Ruined is our enterprise, after 
BO much labour and such skilful ma- 
n.agemeut. ” • He was to have com- 
menced the work with the verySpau- 
i&h soldiers who were now to be sent 
off by land, and he bad nothing for it 
but to let them go, or to come to an 
open rupture with the states. ‘ ‘ The 
last, his conscience, his duty, and the 
time, alike forbade.”® He was there- 
fore obliged to submit to the ruiu of 
his pl,ans, and “ could think of nothing 
save to turn hermit, a condition in 
which a mail’s labours, being spiritual 
might not be entirely in vain.”® Ho 
was so overwhelmed by the blow, be 
said, that he was constantly thinking 
of an anchorite’s life. That which he 
had been leading had become iutoler- 
able. He w as not fitted for the people 
of the Netherlands, nor they for him. 
Rather than stay longer than was 
necessary in order to appoint his suc- 
cessor, theie was no resolution ha 
might not take, even to leaving every- 
thing and coming upon them when 

0 u Porque recebido el goblerno a de acer 
lo que le acoDsejai i-n estos bellaeos " — ^Ibid. 

6 Cortne, etc , MS , 16 Feb 1577, f. 16-18. 
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Uiey least expected him, althoiTgh ha , 
vere to receire a hioody pumsiiment 
in consequence. He, too, suggested 
the Hmpress, who had all the qualities 
which ho lacked himself, or Madame 
de Fanna, or Madame do Lorraine, as 
each of them was more fit to govern 
the provinces than he pretended to be. 
“The people,” said ha, plainly, “are 
iegvaning lo aiAor me, and T abhor them 
already'' ^ He entreated Perez to get ' 
him out of the coiintiy by fair means | 
or foul, “ per faa aut per nefas." * His 
friends ought to procure his liberation, 
if they iiishod to save him fiom the sin 
of disobedience, and even of infamy. 
He expressed the most unbounded con- 
fidence in the honour of his coitc- 
spondent, adding, that if nothing else 
could procure his leleasc, the letter 
might be shewn to the King. In 
general, the Governor was always will- 
ing that Forez should make what 
chwges he thought adi-isablc in the 
letters for his hlajesty, alteiing or 
softening whatever seemed eiade or 
harsh, provided always the main point 
— that of procuiing his roc.dl— were 
steadily kept in view In this, said 
the Governor, vehemently, niy life, my 
honour, and my soul aio .all .it stake; 
for as to the two fiist, I shall forfeit 
them both certainly, and, in my des- 
perate condition, I shall run great nek 
of losing the losU 

On the other hand, Perez was pro- 
fuse in his professions of friend^ip 
both to Hon John and to Escoredo; 
dilating in all his letters upon the 
difficulty of approaching the King 
upon the subject of his brother’s recall, 
but giving occasional information that 
an incidental hint had been ventured 
which might not remain without 
effect. All these letters were, how- 
ever, laid before Philip, for his ap- 
proval, before being despatched, and 
the whole subject thoroughly and 
perpetually discussed between them, 

r “ Per lo quo me enpieqan arorrecer y 
por lo quo VO los aborrcsco.” — Cartas, etc , 
MB., 16 Fob. 1677, f 16-16 « Ibid 

• Cartaa eta, MS , 1 Marzo, 1577, f. 
16-19. — *‘Quo en baccrio mo va la vida y 
™ra y alma, porque las doe pnmeras partes 
perd ere cierto — y la torccra'de puro des- 
yeraflo mra a gran nesqo," 


about which Perez pretended that he 
hardly dared breathe a syllable tu bis 
Majesty. He had done what he could, 
he snid, while reading, piece by piece, 
to the King, during a fit of the gout, 
the official despatches fiom the Ke- 
therlands, to insinn.-ite such of the 
arguments used by tl* Governor and 
Escovedo as might seem admissahle, 
but it was soon obvious that no im- 
pression could be made upon the royal 
mmd. Perez did not urge the matter, 
therefore, “because,” said he, “if the 
King should suspect that wo had any 
other object than Iiis interests, ue f 
sfioiihi all be lost Evci^ cffoit 
should he made by Don John and .ill 
hiB friends to secure his M.ijcsly's 
entire confidence, since by that course 
more progress would be m,ade in thcii 
secret plans, than by proceedings con 
cemlng which the Governor wrote 
"with such fuiy and anxiety of heai t.” ' 
Perez uained his ooncspnndent, there 
fore, moat solemnly, against the dan- 
gcr of “ sti iking the blow without liit- 
ting the maik,’’ and tried to persuade 
him that his best interests roquhed 
him to protract his residence in tlio 
provmces for a longer period. Ho in- 
formed Don John that his disappoint 
ment as to ths English schome had 
mot with the warmest sympathy ol 
the King, who had wished his brother 
success. “I have sold to him at na 
high a price as I could,” said Feiez, 
"the magnanimity with which your 
Highness had sacrificed, on th.at occa- 
sion, a priv.ate object to bis service 

The minister held the same lan- 
guage, when writing, in a still more 
intimate and exp-ansivo style, to Eaco- 
vedo. "IVe must avoid, by a thou- 
sand leagues, the possibility of the 
King’s tmnking us influenced by pri- 
vate motives,” ho observed ; “ for wo 
know the King and the delicacy of 
these matters The only w.ay to gain 
the good-will of the man is carefully ^ 

* Oarta.9, otr , MS. f 20-24. 

B Ibid — ** Con tanta fima 7 cuidado do 
oomQon ” 

0 ha Tnnnifcstadoprnn dcsco dll 

quo BO hi^iora podido cxccutar on c‘lfl 
occasion; 770 le hevendido quan cun ho 
sayido el abor pospucsto V A* au particular 
Berviclo.'*--GBrtas« ofcc, MS • 20-24. 





to accommodate ouiaelYCS to his tastes, 
and to have the appearance of bemg 
' occupied solely with his interests.”^ 
The letter, like all the rest, being sub- 
mitted to “ the man " in question be- 
fore being sent, was underlined by 
him at this paragraph and furnished 
with the folloi#ing annotation : — “ but 
you must enlarge upon the passage 
which I have marked — say more, even 
if you are obliged to copy the letter, 
in order that we may see the nature of 
the r^ly." ’ 

In another letter to Escovcdo, Perez 
enlarged upon the impropriety, the 
impossibity of Don John's leaving the 
Netherlands at that time. The King 
was so resolute upon that point, he 
said, that ’twas out of the question to 
suggest Iho matter. “ iVe should, by 
so deing, only loss all credit with him 
in other things You know what a 
terrible man he is ; if he should once 
suspect us of having a private end in 
view, we should entirely miss our 
maik.”'* Especially the secretary was 
made acquainted with the enormous 
enor which would bo committed by 
Don John in leaving his post. Perez 
“ had ventured into the water ” upon 
the subject, he said, by praismg the 
Governor warmly to his Majesty. The 
King had responded by a hearty eulo- 
gium, adding that the greatest com- 
fort in having such a bi other was, that 
he might be where his Majesty could 
not be. Thei efore, it was out of the 
question for Don John to leave the 
provinces. The greatest tact was 
necessary, urged Peie^ in dealmg 
with tlie King If he should once 
"suspect that we have a private pur- 

1 Cartas, etc , M3 , f 24-27. — “ Mo paroco 

S ue hemOB de liidr mil loguas do quo picnao 
L roy quo tratamoa tun de proposito de lo 

quo toca al Sefior Don Juan pues cono- 

cemoB al rey y cuon dehcadas matenas da 
estado son estas, pues poi cl mismo caso no 
nos fiaia nada y el cammo pai a ganar ate 
' bojnbre la voluntad no a do ser sino tratar 
solamonto de su ncqocio y accomodalle los 
estadoB y los negocios a su vusto " 

» “ Mas os aviodes do aiargar on lo quo yo 
xayo Decid mas aunque se copio la aurta, 
para ver cl ssiimo do la respaesto.” — ^Ibid. 

8 Cartas, otc,, MS , f 27-32 — 1 “ Poiquo no 
perdemoB el cri^ito con el para otros cosas, 
quo coma Vm, saDO o» tciribilo hombre," 
etc. CKW 


pose, we are lost, and no Demosthenes 
or Cicero would be able to influenoe 
him afterwards.”* Perez begged that 
his ardent attachment to Don John 
might be represented in the strongest 
colours to that high personage, who 
was to be assured that every effort 
would bo made to place bun at the 
head of affairs in Spam, according to 
the suggestion ot Escovedo. " It would 
never do, howevei,” he continued, “to 
let OUT man see that we desire it, for 
then we should never succeed. The 
only way to conquer him is to make 
him believe that things are going on 
<1.1 he teUies, not as his Highness may 
desire, and that we have none of us 
any will but the King's ” ® Upon this 
pa-ssage the “terrible man" made a 
biief annotation: “this paragraph 
does admirably,” he said, ad^g, with 
cli.iracteristic tautology, "and what 
you say in it is also excellent."" 

“Therefore,” continued the minis- 
ter, “ God forbid. Master Escovedo, 
that you should come hither now ; for 
we should aU be lost. In the English 
matter, I assure you that his Majesty 
was extremely anxious that the plan 
should succeed, either through the 
Pope, or otheiwise. That puts me in 
mind," added Perez, “to say, body of 
God ■ Sehor Escovedo I how the devil 
come you to send that courier to Borne 
about the English plot without giving 
me warning* He then proceeded 
to state that the papal nuncio in Spam 
had beon much troubled in mind upon 
the subject, and hod sent for him. "I 
went,” said Perez, " and after he hod 
closed the door, and looked through 
the keyhole to see that there were no 

4 “Porquo la ora quo Ikguomos a esto 
BomoB perdidoB, y no abia DemoathencB ni 
Cicexon qui lo persuada despueB.” — Caitos, 
etc , MS , 27-32. 

8 “Poro no lo moatremos a esto ombre 
jamas quo lo dcscamosporquenuncalovero- 
mos,” etc — Ibid 

8 “Este capitulo va muy bion, y lo quo 
decis en cl tanbien.” — Ibid. 

r “ Cuerpo de Dios, ScQor Escobedo, como 
diablOB dcspacharon el correo a Boma Bobie 
esto de Inglatcrra," etc —Ibid. Upon this 
possfigo the King has also noted with his 
own hand : “ and this poraqraph la even 
still more to tlie purpose (“ Y este capitulo 
va aun mqjor ol proposlto — Ibid. 




listeners, he informed me that he had 
received intelligence from the Pu^ie os 
to the demands made by Don John 
upon his Holiness for bulls, biiefa, and 
money to assist him in his Eiighsh 
scheme, and that eighty thousand 
ducats had already been sent to him 
in consequence." Perez added that 
the nuncio v, as very anxious to know 
how the oll'.iir should best be commu- 
nicated to the Kmg, without prejudice 
to his Highness. He had given him 
tlie requisite advice, ha continued, and 
had himself subsequently told the 
King that, no doubt, letters had been 
uritten by Don John to his Majesty, 
communicatmg these negotiations at 
Home, but that probalily the de- 
spatches had been foigotlen. Thus, 
giving himself the appe.ar,ance of hav- 
ing smoothed the matter with the 
Kmg, Perez concluded with a practical 
suggestion of much importance — ^the 
necessity, namely, of procuring the 
assassination of the Prince of Oiauge 
as soon as possible. " Let it never be 
absent from your mind,” said he “that 
a good occasion must bo found /or 
/inwiinff Oranpc, since, besides the 
service which will thus bo leiidered to 
our master and to the state-., it viU 
be worth something to ovrolLCs.”^ 

No apo'ogy is necessary for Laying 
a somewhat extensive an-alysis of this 
secTetcorrespondence before the reader. 
If there be any value in the examples 
of history, oeitainly few chronicle 
can furnish a more instructive moral. 
Here are n despotic king and Ids con- 
fidential minister laying their heads 
I together in one cabinet; the viceroy of 
the most important provmoea of the 
realm, with his secretary, deeply con- 
ferring in another, not as to the man- 
ner of advancing the groat interests, 
moral or material, of the people over 
whom God has permitted them to rule, 
but as to the best means of arranging 
con^iracies against the throne and life 
I ^ a neighbouring sovereign, with the 


* "OJo quo no doxo Vm do llovar on su 
|MniBftiiuGnto para bi convmicssa y rc pudicsse 
ea ocasion pero coznpuosto tiodo da Ior esUf 
OOT 0 , aeavar a Que de^as del Bor- 

80 ora anuestK) Se&or y bicn a csoa 
^vtados not valdna al^'Ot y crea me quo Ic 


connivance and subsidies of the Popa 
In this scheme, and in this only, the 
high conspiraiors are agreed. In every 
other respect, mutual suspicion ami 
profound deceit characterise the scene. 
The Governor is filled with inexpres- 
sible loathing for the whole nation ut 
“drunkards and ivino-^ins” who aio 
at the very moment strewing fiowei.i 
in his path, and de.afening his ea.s 
with shouts of welcome; the king, 
while expressing unbounded confideiica 
in the viceroy, is doing his utmost, 
through the agency of the subtle -L 
iutiiguer in the woild, to inveigle him 
into confessions of treasonable schemes, 
and the minister is filling reams of 
paper with protostations of atfectioii 
tor the governor and soci clary, with 
sneers at the ehaiaoter of the King, 
and with instructions as to tho«be-t 
method of deceiving him, and then 
laying the despatehes before his Jfa- 
jebty for correction and enlargement. 
To complete the picture, the inoii.ireh 
and his minister are seen ur^g the 
necessity of murdering the foremost 
man of the ago upon the very dupe 
who, within a twelvemonth, was him- 
self to be asstossinated by the self-same 
pair, while the arch-plotter who con- 
trols the strings of all these compli- 
cated projects is equally false to King, 
Governor, and Secretary, and is engag- 
ing all the others in these blind airl 
tortuous paths, for the accomplit-b n u" d 
of his oiTU secret and most ignoble 
aims 

III reply to the lettora of Perez, Don 
John constantly expressed the s li-far 
tion and comfort which he deiived 
from them in the midst of his annoy- 
ances. “Ho was very disconsolate," 
he said, “to he in that hell, and to he 
obliged to remain in it,”’ now that 
the English plot had fallen to the 
ground, but he would nevertholess 
take patience, and wait for a more 
favouiable conjuncture. 

Escovedo expressed the opinion. 


digo la verdad y creamo Is digo otra vcz 
Cartas, ete., MS , f 27-32. ’ 

• Cartas, Stc , MS , 20 Mhyo, 1577, f 3!- 
84 — “ Tisiio ms rauy desconsolado por quo 
estar ou estar yufieruo y a-'er dcttiur.'’ 
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however, notwithstanding all the sug- 
gestiona of Perez, that the presence of 
Don J ohn in the provinces hod become 
entirely superfluous. " An old vromon 
with her distaff,” suggested the Secre- 
taiy, “would be more appropriate ; 
for there would be nothing to do, if 
the states hooftheic way, save to sign 
everything which they should com- 
mand.” ^ If their should be war, hia 
Highness would, of course, not aban- 
don his post, even if permitted to do 
so; but otherwise, nothing could be 
gained by a prolonged residence. As 
to the scheme ot assassinating the 
Prince of Orange, Esoovedo prayed 
Peres to beheve him incapable of 
negligence on the subject. “You 
know that the finiihmg of Orange is 
very near my lieai-t," wrote the poor 
dupa to the man by whom he was 
himself so soon to be flniihed. " You 
may believe that I h.ave never forgot- 
ten it, and never will forget it. untd 
it be done. Much, and very much 
artifice is, however, neeessaiy to ac- 
complish this obj' ect. A proper person 
to undertake a t,i>k fi aught with such 
well-kuoivn danger, is hard to find. 
Kovortheloss, I will not withdraw my 
attention from the subject till such a 
person be procured, and the deed be 
done.” ’ 

A month later, Escovedo wrote that 
he was about to visit Spain. lie com- 
plained tluat he reguiicd rest in his old 
age, but that Pctoz could judge how 
much rest he could get in such a con- 
dition of affairs. He was, unfortu- 
nately, not aware, when he wrote, how 
soon his correspondent was to give him 
a long repose. He said, too, that the 
pleasure of visiting his home was coun- 
terbalanced by the necessity of tra- 
velhngbaok to the Netherhmds;* but 

1 Cartas, etc , MS., 29 Mtiyo 1577, f. 3a- 
37 — “ El Scllor Don Ju m no scia inenoster 
slno Una duefla con su ruec.i guo firms lo 
guelloa quisieren ” 

s “Ya Ym save cunnto que tenco on el 
pensamiento el aeavar a Oranxe piles bien 
crera que no so mo a olvtdado ni olvidara 
ha^la acrrlor que es meucster mucho y muy 
mucho artificio y pei sona Ipl me ir encarvtte 
del cosao que come trae consiqclt'm conocido 
pcligro no acavo de allarla aunquo la ho bus- 
codo Jfo perdere al emaado deUa tula ter lo 
bcAe.”— Ibid. 
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be did not know that Perez was to 
spore him that trouble, and to send 
him forth upon a much longer journey. 
The Qovemor-Qeneral had, in truth, 
not inspired the popular party or its 
leader with confidence, nor did he place 
the least rcbance upon them. 'V^ile 
at Louvain, he had complamed that a 
conspiiacy had been formed against 
his life and liberty. Two hVench gen- 
tlemen, Honnivet and Bellaugre^le, 
had been arrested on suspicion of a 
conspiracy to secure bis person, and 
to carry him off a prisoner to Bochelle. 
Huthing came of the ozamination 
which followed; the prisoners were 
released, and an apology was sent hy 
the states-general to the Duke of Alen- 
oon, as well for the indignity which 
had been offered to two of his sei-vants, 
as for the suspicion which bad been 
(bist upon himself. ‘ Don John, how- 
ever, was not satisfied. He persisted 
in asserting the exietenee of the con- 
spiracy, and made no secret of his 
belief that the Fiince of Orange was 
acquainted with the arrangement.* 
As may be supposed, nothing was 
discovered in the course of the investi- 
gation to impheate that astute poli- 
tician. The Prince had mdeed secretly 
recommended that the Governor should 
bo taken into custody on his first ar- 
rival, not for the purpose of assassina- 
tion or personal injury, but in order 
to extort better terms from Phihp, 
through the affection or respect which 
he might be supposed to entertain for 
his brother. It will be remembered 
that unsuccessful attempts bad also 
been made to capture the Duke of 
Alva and the Commander Bequesens. 
Such achievements comported with the 
spiiit of the age, and although it is 
doubtful whether any well-concerted 

> Cu-b-s, eto., MS, 21 Jbnio 1577, t 8a> 
37 

* Ib/r X SOS, IToofd, xi. 493, 

s Cabrera usscifs that Count Lalaln, wlbb 
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dent proofs of their guilt, but the affair was 
hushed up.--.xi, 909s^d*, 










^ot existed a^^nst the liberty of the 
Qo^mor, it Is certain that he enter- 
tained no doubt on the subject himself ^ 

Tti addition to these real or suspected 
designs, there was an erer-present con- 
sciousness in the mind of Don John 
that the enthiis''asm which greeted hia 
presence was hollow, that no real at- 
tachment was felt for his person, that 
his fate was leading him into a false 
position, that the hearts of the people 
were fixed upon another, and that they 
were never to be won by hiinselt. 
Instinctirely he seemed to loel a mul- 
titude of invisible threads tu ining into 
a snare around him, and the courageous 
heart and the hounding strength be- 
came uneasily conscious of the act in 
which they were to be held capti\e 
till life should be nasted quite an ay. 

The uipversal affection for the rebel 
Fiince, and the hopeless abandonment 
of the people to that deadliest of sins, 
the liberty of conscience, nere alike 
unquestionable. “They mean to re- 
tnftm free, sire/* \\Tote Escovedo to 
Philip, “and to Uva as they plcaoe. 
To that end they would be wilhng that 
the Turk should come to be manci of 
the country. By the road ^liich they 
•re travellmg, however, it \m 11 be the 
Prince of Orange — nhich conies to 
quite the same thing.” ^ At the same 
time, however, it was hoped that some- 
thing might be made of this liberty of 
conscience. All were not equally sunk 
in the horrible superstition, and those 
who were yet faathiul to Church and 
King might he set against their be- 
sotted brethren Liberty of conscience 
might thus be turned to account 
While two great parties w ere “ by the 
ears, and pulling out each other's hair, all 
might perhaps be reduced together.*** 
His Majesty was warned, nevertheless, 
to expert the worst, and to believe that 
the country could only be cured with 


1 Bee the remarks of Groea Ton Prinsterer, 
Vrduves, etc , vi 42, 43 

* lietter of Escovedo to the King, Karcb 
t7» 1577, DiscouTB Somzmer, etc., p 4, ap- 
pendix. 

* letter of Escovedo, etc , Biscoura Bom- 
mter, p 16. 

* **Esten^ocio no esta paxa^urarse con 

Dtxeaoa nzones, smo con fuego y con pioi- 
jro, — IWd, s ^d., appendix, p 16. 


fire and blood.^ The position of the 
Governor was painful and perplexing. 
" Don John/* said Escovedo, “ m iJui'iy 
years old, I promise your Majesty 
nothing, save that if he finds himself 
without requisite assistance, he will 
take himself off when your Majesty is 
least thinking of such a^ing.”* 
Kothing could be more melancholy 
than the tenc of the Governur’s lettei:^ 
He believed himself disliked, even m 
the midst of aficctionate demonslM- 
tiona. He felt compelled to use 
derate counsels, a] chough he const Jti ^ d 
moderation of no a^aih lie 
chained to Lis post, evt.n though ihe 
poat could, in his opmiun, be u‘<'ie 
advantageouJy filled by another He 
would still endeavour to c:.'hi tlicaffoo 
tions of the people, although be Ve- 
heved them bopeleaply ahenatedi H 
patience would cure the malady of 
the coiinhy, he professed hiin*'elf cap- 
able of a]>]ih ing the leincdy, althouu'h 
the medicine had so far than hut little 
good, and although ho had no very 
strong hopes as to iis future effects 
“ Thus far, however,** said he, ** I am 
bat as one crying in the wilderness ” ‘ 
He took occasion to impress upon Ins 
Majesty, in very stronge language, the 
necessity of money. Secret agents, 
spies, and spies upon spies, were moio 
necessary than ever, and "were vciy 
expensive pa 2 *tions of goremmezit 
machinery. Never was money more 
wanted. Nothing could be more im- 
portant than to attend faithfully to 
the financial suggestions of Esco\ cdo ; 
and Don John, theiefore, urged Ins 
Majesty, again and again, not to dis- 
honour their drafts. “Money is tlie 
gruel/’ said he, “ with which we must 
cure this sick man;*** and he there- 
fore prayed all those who wished well 
to his efforts, to see that his Majesty 
did not fail him in this important 


* Letter of Bon John to the King’, 7 Abril 
1577, Bi£cours dcmmicr, p. 27 
^ ** Poro vco qno haata agora ps todo pre- 
dicar en desierto ” — Letter of Bon John, T 
Abril 1577, Diacours Bommicr, etc., appea 
dix, p. 86. ^ 
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Dimers Gommier, p. 44. 
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matter. NotwiiliBtanding, hoveTer, 
the Tigour of aIb efibrts, and tbe 
aamesteess of hia intentions, he gave 
but little hope to his hlajesty of any 
yaluable fruit from the pacification 
just concluded. Ho saw the Prince of 
Onmge strengthening himself, “with 
great fury,” ill Holland and Zealand , ' 
he knew that the Prince was hacked 
by the Queen of England, who, not- 
withstanding her promises to Philip 
end himself, hod oficred her suppoit 
to the rebels in case the proposed 
terms of peace were rejected in Hol- 
land, and he felt that “neaily the 
whole people was at the devotion of 
the Pnnee " ‘ 

Don John felt more and more con- 
vinced, too, that a conspiracy was on 
foot against his liberty. There were 
so many of the one party, and so few 
of the other, that if he wcie once fairly 
“ trussed,” he affirmed that not a man 
among the faithful would dare to budge 
an inch.’* He therefore informed his 
Majesty that he was secretly mcdita- 
tmg a retreat to some pl.ace of secur- 
ity; judging veiy propcily that, if he 
were still his own master, he should 
be able to exert more influence over 
those who were stiU well disposed, 
than if he should sufier himself to he 
taken captive, A suppressed convic- 
tion that he could effect nothing, 
except with his sword, pierced through 
alibis more prudent icfiections. He 
mamtained that, after all, there was 
no remedy for the body but to cut off 
the diseased parts at once,^ and he 
therefore begged his Majesty for the 
means of peiformuig the operation | 
handsomely The general expressions | 
which he had previously used in 
favour of broths and mild treatment j 
hardly tallied with the severe ampnta- ! 
tionthus recommended. Theie was, 
in truth, a constant struggle going on 

1 “BJ Pimcjpe de Oranges continuo el 
fortificar^ gr.\n fuia cn Olanda y ZeUnda " 
— Iiettcr of Don John to the Sing, Ducouis 
Bommier, p 3a. 

* Ibid , p 36 — "La mayor porto de las 
estadoB esta a su devocioh y casi todo d 
pueblo,** elfi * Ibid , p 66 

s " Fues no tiene este cuorjii otro lemedio 
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de nuevo,” etc., eh',— Ibid., p. 38. 
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between the fierceness of his inclina- 
tions and the shackles which had been 
imposed upon him. He aheady felt 
entirely out of place, and although he 
scorned to fly from bis post so long as 
it seemed the post of ^nger, he was 
most anxious that the If mg should 
grant him his dismissal, so soon as his 
presence should no lunger be impen- 
oubly required. He was sure that the 
people would never believe m his 
Majesty’s forgiveness until the man 
concerning whom they entertained so 
much suspicion should be removed; 
for they saw in him only the “thunder- 
bolt of lus Majesty's wrath ” ® Orange 
and England confirmed their suspicions, 
and sustained their malice. Should he 
be compelled, against his will, to re- 
main, he gave warning that he might 
do something which would he matter 
of astonishment to everybody.” 

Meantime, the man in whose hands 
really lay the question of war and 
peace, sat at Middelhurg, w atching the 
deep onrreut of events as it alowly 
flowed towards the precipice. The 
w'hole population of Holland and Zea- 
land hung on his worda In approach- 
ing the realms of William the Silent, 
Don John felt that he hod entered 
a charmed circle, where the taliamaa 
of lus own illustrious name lost its 
power, w here his valour was paralysed, 
and his swoid rusted iiievocably in its 
sheath. “ The people here,” he wrote, 
“arcicicgflicdhythe Ihincoof Orange, 
They love him, they fear him, and wish 
to Imve him for their master. They 
infuim him of everything, and take no 
resolution without consulting him.” i 

AVhile William was thus directing 
and animating the whole nation with 
his spiiit, his immediate fnends be- 
came more and more anxious concern- 
ing the perils to which he w as exposed. 
His mother, who had aheady seen her 

t Letter of Don John to Philip, Disooun 
Sommier, p 44 

4 **Scnt furgado & h.arer olguna cosaque 
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jrotmgesMioTn, Ueniy, her Adolphus, thst sacred fund the hundred thouviiid 
her chivalrous Louis, laid in their crowns which the King of hVance had 
Uoody graves for the cause of con- presented them for their personal use,^ 
B(dence, was most solicitous for the for it was not the Prince of Orange 
welfare of her “ heart’s-beloved lord alone who had consecrated his wealth 
and son," the Prince of Orange. Never- and his life to the cause, but the 
theless, the high-spirited old dame was members of his family, less imine- 
even more alarmed at the possibility dlately interested in th9 country, h id 
of a peace in which that rehgious thus furnished what may well be 
hberty for which so much dear blood called an enormous subsidy, and ore 
had. been poured forth should be most disproportioned to their me.ins. 
inadequately secured. " My heart Not only had they given all tli" i.,i-h 
longs for certain tidmga from my lord,” which they could command, by I'loi t- 
she wrote to Wilham, “for methinka gaging their lands and renls, tliei'- 
the peace now in prospect will prove plate and furniture, but. in tbe ivoids 
but an oppression for soul and con- of Count John hunsclf, “tiny Iml 
science. I trust my heait’s dearly- taken the chaius and jei.'cJs iio.n the 
beloved lord andsonivUl be auppoited necks of their wives, then obildn n, and 
by Divine grace to do nothmg against their mother, and li.ad hawked thorn 
Qod and his own soul's salvation. 'Tis about, as if they bad thomsclvcs bci-n 
better to lose the temporal than the traders and huoksteis ” ° And -)• t, 

I eternal.’’ Thus wrote the mother of even now, while stooping under ibis 
William, and we can feel the sympa- prodigious debt. Count J ohn asked not 
1 thetic thrill which such tender and for pi esciit repayment, lie only wrote 
I lofiy words awoke in his breast. His to the Prmce to signify his e.\ticme 
son, the Ul-starred Philip, now for ten einbariassmont, and to request some 
. years long a compulsory sojourner in obligation or recognition from the 
Spain, was not yet weaned from his cities of Holland and Zealand, whence 
affection for his noble parent, but sent hitherto no expression of gratitude or 
, messagee of affection to him whenever acknowledgment had proceeded.® 
occasion offered, while a leas commend- The Prince consoled and assured, es 
able proof of bis filial affection he had best he could, bis mother, son, w lie, 
lately afforded, at the expense of the and brother, even at the same moment 
luckless captain of his Spanish guaid. that he comforted his people. He aUe 
That officer, having dared in his pre- received at this time a second aud 
seuce to speak di^epectfoUy of his more solemn embassy from Don John® 
father, was suddenly eeized about the No sooner had the Goveinor exUiangod 
waist by the enraged young Count, oaths at Brussels, aud been ackuuiv- 
hurled out of the wmdow, and killed ledged as the representative of Ins 
stone-dead upon the spot.® After this Majesty, than he hastened to in.iko 
exhibition of bis natural feelings, the another effoit to conoilmto the Piince 
Spanish government thought it necea- Don John saw before him only a giaud 
sary to take more subtle means to seignior of lofty bii-th and bouinlless 
tame so turbulent a spirit. Uufor- infiuence, who had placed himself to- 
tunately they proved successful. wai-ds the Crown in a false pop^iioii, 

Count John of Nassau, too, was from which he might even yi't he 
sorely pressed for money. Six him- rescued; for to saciitice the w buns of 
dred thousand fiorins, at least, had a reforming aud transitory religious 
been advanced by himself and brothers fanaticism, which had spun iisilf for 
to aid the cause of Netherland free- a moment about so clear a biiim, 
I dom.' Lotus and himself had, unhesi- would, he thought, prove but a ti iilmg 
I tatingly and immediately, turned into task for so experienced a politician as 

I Grosn v Pnitsteror, Arehivea, etc., vi, s Archives Jt Corxeapoudance, vi 95, sqq, 

^e la H,»,p 603. Green v.lrmeterer, * f^ii -' IDid. « Ibid. 
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the Prince. William of Orange, on 
the other band, looked upon hia young 
antagoniat as the moat brilliant imper- 
Bonation which had yet been seen of 
the foul spirit of pcraecution. 

It will be necessary to follow, some- 
what more in detail than is usually 
desirable, theWnterch.'uigo of conver- 
sations, letters, and iirutocola, out of 
wMch the brief but important admi- 
nistration of Don John was composed; 
for it was exactly in such manifesta- 
tions that the gieat light was really 
proceeding. Don John meant p8.ioe, 
wise Wilham meant war, for he knew 
that no other issue was possible. 
Peace, in reahty, was war in its worst 
shape. Peace would unchain every 
priestly tongue, and unsheath eveiy 
knightly sword in the fifteen provinces 
agai^t little IIoll ind .and Zealand He 
haduoen aUe to bind all the pro\ inces 
together hy the hastily foiged chain 
of the Ghent ticaty, and had done 
what he could to strengthen that 
umon hy the piinoiple of mutual rcli- 
gious lespoct. By the ai rival of Don 
John that work had been deranged 
It had, however, been impossible for 
the Pimce thoioughly to infuse his 
own ideas on the subject of tcleration 
into the hearts of his nearest associ- 
ates. He could not hope to inspire 
his deadly enemies with a deepei 
sympathy Was ho not himself Oie 
niaik of obloquy among the Ih'foim- 
ers, because of his leniency to Catho- 
lics ? Nay more, was not liia intimate 
councillor, the aocomplitihed Saint 
Aldegonde, in despair because the 
Piinco lefused to exclude the Ana- 
b.aptibCS of Holland from the lights of 
citizenship* At the very moment 
when Wilham was straining every 
nerve to uiiito warring soots, and to 
persuMe men’s hearts into a system 
by which their consciences weie to 
be laid open to God alone — at the 
moment when it was most nccessaiy 
for the very existence of the father- 
land that Catholic and Piotestant 
should mingle their social and poli- 
tical relatijns, it was indeed a bitter 

1 Bse the letter of Bsmt Adogoiido In 
Brandt, Ibst dor Refonnatie, i. h xi. tSS, 

KB. 
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disappointment for him to see wise 
statesmen of his own creed unable to 
rise to the idea of toleration. " The 
afOiir of the Anabaptists,” wrote Saint 
Aldegonde, “has been renewed. The 
Fnnce objects to exclude them from 
citizenship. He answered me sharply, 
that their yea was equal to our oath, 
and that we should nut press this mat- 
ter, unless wo were willing to amfsjs 
that it VMS juit fur the Papists to ceuw- 
}icl US to a Divme service winch was 
ag.ainst our conscience.” It seems 
baldly credible that this sentence, 
containing so sublime a tribute to Uib 
character of the Pnuce, should have 
been indited as a bitter censuie, and 
that, too, by an enhg'ntened and ac- 
ocmplished Protestant. "In short,” 
continued Saint Aldegonde, with in- 
creasing vexation, “ 1 don’t see how we 
can accomplish our wish in this mat- 
ter. The Pimce has uttered reproaches 
to me that our clergy are stiiving to 
obtain a mastery oi ur consciences. Ha 
jiraised Lately the saying of a monk 
who was not long ago here, that our 
pot had not gone to the fiie as often 
as that of our antagonists, but that 
when the time came it would be black 
enough In short, the Prince fears 
that, after a few centuries, the clerical 
tyranny on both sides wdl stand in 
this respect on the Ckiine footing.” ^ 

ifaily in the mouth of M.iy. Doctor 
Leoninus and Ca-^nai Sehoii, Seigneur 
de Giobboudoiiik, had been sent on a 
mission fii-m the stares-gcneral to the 
Pimee of Ui.inge - Wliile their nego- 
tiations weie still pending, four special 
envoys from Don John orrivixl at 
Middelhiirg. To this eomnussiou was 
mfoiuwlly adjoined Leouiuus, who 
had succeeded to the general porition 
of Vighus. Vigliua w as de-id.* Since 
the memorable aii-Cbt uf the State 
Council, ho had not appv.ircd on the 
suene of'puhlie alhiirs. The house- 
wrest, to which he had beeu com- 
pelled by a n-volutionary comiaUtee, 
liaJ been ludefiiutcly prolonged by a 
higher power, and after a ju\>tnu'ted 
illness ho had noiselessly disappeared 

« Bor, s B14. Iloofd, xlt 501. 
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frtija tlur sta"' of liio. 1 iiore La'l heen 
tfv man kair.C'l doofoii of Vt'a la»a 
tlian he. ILort hac heon It's' irore 
adroit jioLticjanB, cro^ilf r'd iroai Li* 
jKjiiit of liey.’. Ifu funijiti" d-vics 
wae " Vila motialtum and he 

acted accr rciingly, i mth. a n jtow 
interj/retanon. Ifw Lie had indeed 
hfen a %igJ, but it iiiuat be conf'-ii.-td 
that the tigihi had been for Tigliua. 
Iho weathoi -beaten Palinr^ruj, aa he 
loved to c ill himcclf, had condnetcil 
Ida own aigoay eo wanly that be had 
tavul Ida whole carso, and pe(i-hc<l in 
Ijort at ho-tj while others, not sailing 
tiy hia coiupasa, were etJl tosi-ed by 
the tempOiit. 

The agenta of Hon John were the 
Huice of Aerschot, the Seigneur de 
Uieigea, Seigneur de VViHorval, and 
Hoetor jrretkerchc, accompanied by 
Hoetor Andrew Gaill, one of the ini* 
pecial oummiaaionets.’ The two ea- 
voya from the statea-general, Lcoidnua 
and Schetz, being picaent at Gurtruy- 
denberg, were ^ded to the deputa- 
tion.* An important conference took 
place, the det^ of which have been 
Bomewhat minutely preserved^ The 
Prince of Orange, accoinpamed by 
Saint Aldegonde and four other ooun- 
cillora, eucountered the aeven chatn- 
piona from Biudaela in a lung debate, 
which was more hke a paaaago of anna 
or a trial of akill than a friendly col- 
loquy with a pacillc result m prospect; 
for it must bo remembered that the 
Prince of Orange did not mean peace. 
He had devised the Faciiication of 
Ghent aa a union of the other pio- 
vincea with UolHud and Zealand, 
Bgainal Philip. Ue did not intend 
that it ahnidd bo converted into a 
union of the other provincca with 
Philip, againat Holland and Zealand. 

Meolkercko was tho hrst to speak. 


t Bor, X. 812. Metercn, vl 120 — .toother 
motto of his was, '* Sn groot Jurist ten hooser 
Christ/** that is to say. A good lawyer is a 
bod Ohrlshan — Mctcren, vi 120 Unfor- 
tuuatoly Itis own charactor did not glvo the 
Ho satisfactorily to tho dovfca. 

* Bor, X. SU Hoofd, xu. £02. 
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Vh^ the history of tho Netherlands is 
undte auob groat obligations tido Uorres- 
pondance de Gcilleaino le Tacit., ii i. preface, 


Be eaid that the Garemar had de- 
apatched them to the Prince, to ez- 
pre; a bis good intentions, to represent 
the L kilty with which his promiaea 
hal thus far been executed, and to 
ctitreat the Prince, together wnh the 
provinces cf Holland and Zealand, to 
unite with their aiater ptuvinces m 
commrn aEe^an-.e to Lia Jlajei'-y 
n>s Highneas alsu propcaedto sidiiae 
with thtin ci.nceming the prcpci 
rut-tbod of convoking the state- g-ne- 
r L' As Bonn aa MeeckeiuL!. had 
fjihsUcd his obaerrationa, the Piince 
d< manded that the pcinto and aitn lea 
ahould be ccmmuniuited to him in 
wiitug III.., this waa itreciiL-lywliat 
the cnioya preferred to omit It waa 
ea.-ttr, and far more agreeable, to ex- 
patiate in a general held cf contio- 
versy, than to remain tethered to dia- 
tmet poin‘'a. It waa iiarticUarly in 
these confused conferencea, whcia 
neither p.aity waa entii.ly sinceie, 
that the voUtile word w is thouglii 
preferable to the permanent letter. 
Already so many watery lutes had 
been traced, m the course of these 
fluccualmg negotiations, that a few 
additional records would be, if neces- 
sary, as raiudly effaced as the rest. 

The coramiaaionera, after whn>ptring 
in each other’s ears for a few minutes, 
ref-iisud to xiut down anything m writ- 
ing Protocols, they said, only en- 
gendered confusion. 

" Kc, no,” aaid the Piince, in rcjily, 
” we will have nothing except in black 
and white. Otherwise, things will be 
said on both sides which will aftcr- 
warda be interpreted in different wajs 
Kay, it will be denied that some im- 
portimt points have been discussed at 
all. We know that by experience. 
Witness the solemn treaty of Ghent, 
which ye have tried to make fraitlcas, 

1X11. 1x111 , and appondice. pp 417-d50, 
where IB to be found the '*Vi.iie Nanatiou 
dea Bropos da Cost£ et d’aultro tenuz eutre 
doB Deputes d'HoUonde et do Zolande a 
Gbceitrudenbeigh an moia de Hay 1577 ” 
" On rcconnait," says M', Gachsr 1, " en 
bssnt cetto cuneuse relation, qu’elle fut 
Touvisge d'uii dee consedleia dti Bimce, 
peut-6t« r-utcur eu est il Philippe de 
Marmx (St Aldegonde) lul-mSme,” — Note 
to p 447, GmUaume lo , ik 

‘ Yrs}ii Narration, etc., 417, 448. 



under pretence that some points, ar- 
ranged by word of mouth, and not 
stated particularly in writing, had 
been intended in a different sense 
from the obvious one. Governments 
given -by royal commission, for ex- 
ample; what point could be clearer? 
Ivovertheless, aye have hunted up 
glosses and cavils to obscure the in- 
tention of the contracting parties. Ye 
have denied my authority over Utrecht, 
because not mentioned expressly in 
the treaty of Ghent." i 
" But,” said one of the envoys, in- 
terrupting at this point, " neither the 
Council of State nor the Court of 
Mechlin consider Utiecht as belonging 
to your Excellency’s government ” * 
"Neither the Council of State,” 
replied the Piince, " nor the Court of 
Mecl]]in have anything to do with the 
matter. ’Tie in my commission, and 
all the woild knows it.”’ He added, 
that instead of affaiia being thrown 
mto confusion by being reduced to 
writing, be was of opinion, on the 
contrary, that it was by that means 
alone they could be made perfectly 
clear. 

Lcoiiinus replied, good naturcdly, 
that there should be no difficulty upon 
that score, and that writings should 
be exchanged. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he expressed the hope that the 
Prince would honour them with some 
astothepoiuts 
ivcd, as wall as 
to the pledges which he and the itates 
were inclined to demand. 

" And what reason have we to hope," 
cried the l?rlnoe, "that your pledges, 
if made, will be redeemed? That 
which was promised so solemnly at 
Ghent, and ratified by Don John and 
his Majesty, has not been fulfilled.”’ 

“ Of ^vhat particular point do you 
complain ? ” asked Schetz. “ Wherein 
has the Pacification been violated < " 
Hereupon the Prince launched forth 
upon a flowing stream of invective. 
He spoke to them of his son detained 


preliminary information 
in which ho felt aggiic 


in distant captivity — of his own pro- 
perty at Breda withheld — of a thou- 
sand confiscated estates — of garrisons 
of German mercenaries — of ancient 
constitutions annihilated — of the in- 
famous edicts nominally suspended, 
but actually in full vigour. He com- 
plained bitterly that the citadels, those 
nests and dens of tyranny, were not 
yet demolished. “Ye accuse me of 
distrust,” he cried; “but while the 
castles of Antwerp, Ghent, Namur, 
and so many more are standing, ’tis 
yourselves who shew how utterly ye 
are without confidence in any perma- 
nent and peaceful arrangement.” ° 

“ And what,” asked a deputy, 
smoothly, is the point which touches 
you most nearly? What is it that 
your Excellency most desires? By 
what means will it be possible for the 
government fully to give you content- 
ment*”’ 

“I wish,” ho answered simply, “the 
full execution of the Ghent Pacification. 
If you regard the general welfare of 
the land, it is well, and I thank you. 
If not, ’tis idle to make propositions, 
for I regard my country’s profit, not 
my own.”* Afterwards, the Prince 
simply repeated his demand that the 
Ghent treaty should be executed; 
adding, that after the states-general 
should havo been assembled, it would 
bo time to propose the necessary 
articles for mutual security. 

llcicupon Doctor Leoninus observed 
that the assembly of tho states-general 
could hardly be without danger. He 
alluded to the vast number of persons 
who would thus be convoked, to the 
great discrepancy of humours which 
would thus be manifested. Many men 
would be present neither discreet nor 
expel lenced. He therefore somewhat 
coolly suggested that it might be 
better to obviate the necessity of hold- 
ing any general assembly at all. An 
amicable conference, for the soke of 
setthng doubtful questions, would 
render the convocation superfluous^ 


’ Vraye Naijation, etc., 449, 460. 
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— an d aa r e-the country from the dangers 
by which the step would be attended. 
The Doctor concluded by refernng to 
the recent assemblies of France, the 
only result of which had been fresh 
dissensions.^ It thus appeared that 
the proposition on the part of Don 
John meant something reiy different 
from its apparent signification. To 
advise with the Prince as to the proper 
method of assembling the estates really 
meant, to advise with him as to the 
best means of preventing any such 
assembly. Here, certainly, was a good 
reason for the preference expressed by 
the deputies, in favour of amicable 
discussions over formal protocols It 
might not be so easy in a written 
document to make the assembly, and 
the prevention of the assembly, appe-sr 
ezartly the same thing. 

The Prince replied that there was a 
wide difference between the condition 
of Fiance and of the Netherlands. 
Here, was one will and one intention. 
There, were many factions, many par- 
tialities, many family intrigues. Smee 
It had been agreed by the Ghent treaty 
that certain points should be provision- 
ally maintained and others settled by 
a speedy convocation of the states- 
general, the plainest course was to 
inaiTitjiin the provisional points, and 
to summon the states-geneml at once.’ 
This certainly was concise and logical. 
It is doubtful, however, whether ho 
wore really as anxious for the assembly- 
general as he appeared to be. Both 
parties were fencing at each other, 
without any real intention of carrying 
their points; for neither wished the 
convocation, while both affected an 
eagerness for that event. — The conver- 
sation proceeded. 

"At least,” said an envoy, “ you can 
tell beforeb^d in what you are ag- 
grieved, and what you have to pro- 
pose.” 

"We are grieved in nothing, and 
we have nothing to propose,” answered 
the Prince, “ so long as you maintain 
the Pacification. We demand no other 
pledge, and are willing to refer every- 
thing afterwards to the assembly.” 

1 Vraja Nanatlon, etc , 481. 
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" But,” asked Schetz, “what seen 
rity do you offer us that you will your 
selves maintain the Pacification ’ " 
“We are not bound to give assuv 
ances," answered the Prince. “ Thi 
Pacification is itself an assurance, ’Tii 
a provisional arrangement, to be main- 
tamed by both partie3,''until after tlTa 
decision of the assembly. The Pacifi- 
cation must theiefore be maiiitaiii-'i 
or disavowed Choose between the 
two. Only, if you mc.in still to ac- 
knowledge it, you must keep its a’- 
ticles. This we mean to do, and if up 
to the piescnt time you have ai,y 
complaint to make of onr conduct, as 
w e ti list you have not. we are ready 
to give you satisfaction.”’ 

“ In short,” said an envoy, " you 
me.an, after we shall have placed in 
your hands the government of Utrecht, 
Amsterdam, and other plaees, to deny 
us any pledges on your part to mam 
tain the Pacification.” 

“But," replied the Piince, “if wo 
are already acoomidishing the Pacifica- 
tion, what more do you wish*” 

“ In this fashion,” cried the othcri. 
“after having got all that you ask, 
and having thus fortified yourselves 
more than you wore ever fortified 
before, you will make war upon us.” 

“War?” cried the Piince, "what 
are you afraid of? We are but a 
handful of people; a worm compaied 
to the King of Spain. Moreover, ye 
are fifteen provinces to two. What 
have you to fear?”’ 

“Ah," said Meotkeroke, “we have 
seen what you could do, when you 
were masters of the sea. Don’t make 
youreolves out quite eo little ” ’ 

“ But," said the Prince, " the P.acifi- 
cation of Ghent provides for all tins. 
Your deputies were perfectly satisfied 
with the guarantees it fuim&hod As 
to making war upon you, 'tls a thing 
without loundation or appearance of 
probability. Had you believed then 
that you had anything to fear, you 
woul I not have forgotten to dem.and 
pledges enough. On the contrary, you 
saw how roundly we were dealing with, 
you then; honestly disgarnishing the 

8 •* et pourtant ne voua faites pas si 

petita comma voua faictca " — IbW. 




^ eoTUitvjr, even liefore the peace had 
been concluded. For ourselves, al- 
^ though we felt the right to demand 
guarantees, we would not do it, for we 
were treating with you on terms of 
confidence. We declared expressly 
that had we been dealing with the 
Kmg, we should have exacted stricter 
pledges. As to demanding them of ns 
at the moment, ’tis nonsense. AVe 
have neither the means of assailing 
you, nor do we deem it expedient to 
do so." * 

“ To say the truth," replied Schetz, 

, " we are really confident that you will 
not m.ake war upon us. On the other 
hand, however, we see you spreading 
your religion daily, instead of keetimg 
it confined withm your provinces. 
AATiat assurance do you give us that, 
afteihall your demand shall hare been 
sccoided, you will make no innovation 
m religion ' 

“ The assurance which we give you,” 
answered the Piinoe, “is that we will 
really accomplish the Pacification.” 

“But,” persisted Schetz, “do you 
fairly promise to submit to all which 
the states general shall ordain, as well 
on this pomt of religious exercise in 
[lolland and Zealand, as on all the 
others?"* 

This was a home thrust. The Prince 
paiTjcd it for a while. In hia secret 
thoughts he hail no expectation or | 
desiie that the states^general, sum- 
moned in a solemn manner by the 
Govemor-Qeneral, on the basis of the 
memorable assembly before which was 
enacted the grand ceremony of the 
imperial abdication, would ever hold 
their session, and although he did not 
anticipate the prohibition by such 
assembly, should it take place, of the 
Iteformed worship in Holland and 
Zealand, he did not intend to submic 
to it, even should it he made. 

“ I cannot teU," said he, accordingly, 
in reply to the lost question, “ for ye 
have yourselves already broken and 
violated the Pacification ; having modo 
an accord with Bon Jolm without our 
consent, aiM having aJreai^ received 
, him as Governor.” ' 


“ So that you don't mean.” replied 
Schetz, “ to accept the decision of the 
states?"* 

"I don’t say that,” returned the 
Prince, continuing to parry; “it is 
possible that we mi^ht accept it; it is 
possible that we might not. We « are 
no longer in our entire rights, atf we 
were at the time of our fij^ submia- 
sion at Ghent.” 

“But we will make you whole,"’ 
said Schetz. 


“ That you cannot do," replied the 
Prince, “for you have broken the 
Pacification all to pieces. ATe have 
nothing, theiefore, to expect from the 
states, bnt to be condemned off-hand.”* 
“ You don’t mean, then,” repeated 
Schetz, “to submit to tiie estates 
touching the exercise of rehgion < ” 
“No, we do not!” replied the 
Frmce, driven into a comer at last, and 
striking out in hia turn. “AVe cer- 
tainly do not. To tell you the truth. 


we see that you mtend our extirpation, 
and we don't mean to be extirpated.”* 
“Ho?” said the Buke of Aerschot^ 
"there is nobody who wishes that" 
“Indeed, but you do,” said the 
Prince. “We have submitted our- 


selves to you in good faith, and yon 
now would compel us and all the 
world to maintain exclusively the 
Catholic religion. This cannot he 
done except by extirpating us.” 

A long, learned, vehement discus- 
sion upon abstract points, between 
Saint Aldegonde, Leoninns, and Boo- 
tor Oaill, ^en ensued, during which 
the Prince, who hod satisfied himself 
as to the result of the conference, re- 
tired from the apartment. He ofter- 
wairls had a private convention with 
Schetz and Leoninus, in which he re- 
proached tliem with their inclination 
to reduce their fatherland to slavery.^ 
He also took occasion to remark to 
Hierges, that it wss a duty to content 
the }>eople; that whatever might be 
occomphshod for them was durable, 
whereas the will of kings was perish- 
ing. He told the Buke of Aersc^t 
that if Utrecht were not restored ha 
would take it by force. He warned 







the Duke that to tnist the Kiug 'was 
to risk his head He, at least, would 
never lepose conddence in him, having 
been deceit ed too often The King 
cherished the ma\iin, Ilaietien non ssC 
tenanda itdea, as for himself he was 
caibo y calbanuta, and meant to die so.' 

The formal mtei change of docu- 
ments soon aftcruaids took place. 
The conversation thus held between 
the diffeient paities shews, howeter, 
the exact position of affairs. There 
was no change in the intenhons of 
either Iteformera or Hoyalists. Philip 
and his representatives still contended 
for two points, and claimed the piaise 
of moderation that their demands M ci e 
BO few m number They u ei e ii lUiiig 
to concede everything, save the un 
limited authority of the King and the 
exclusive mamtenance of the Uathohe 
religion. The Frmce of Orange, on 
his side, claimed two points also — ^the 
ancient constitutions of the countiy 
and religious freedom. It was obvi 
ouB enough that the contest was the 
same, in reality, as it had ever been 
No appioxunation had been made to 
waids reconcihng ahsoliitiam with na 
tional hberty — peraooution w ilh tolera- 
tion The Pacification of Ghent had 
been a step in advance lhat Treaty 
opened the door to civil and rehgious 
liberty, ‘ but it was an agreement 
among the provmees, not a compact 
between the people and the monaich 
By the casuists of Biussels and the 
hcentiates of Louvam, it had, to be 
Blue, been dogmatic illy pionounced 
orthodox, and had been confiimed by 
royal edict TobcUeve, ho.\(vei,that 
his Catholic Majesty had faith iii the 
dogmas propounded, was as absuid as 
to behevp m the dogmas thomsehes 
If the Ghent Pacification really had 
made no breach in royal and Homan 
infallibihty, then the cffoits of Oiango 
and the exultation of the Beformeis 
had indeed been idle. 


> Batiocts tram the MS letters (28th and 
tOth of M\y I5T7) of Bon John to tho King, 
^ven by M Gachard la the piefoce to tho 
mud vol. Cotrespondance do G niTla nmo lo 
Taot , p 1-uu. 

■ Ev^ Taseis ndmits this Ihct, which is 
mdoed mdlsput u lo — “ AbhUrrebat Aus- 
lunaovis,” savs bo rim o S4tl. "s confirma- 


The envoys accordingly, in obedi- 
ence to their instructions, made a 
formal atatement to the Pimce of 
Orange and the states of Holland and 
Zealand, on the part of Don John’ 
They alluded to ihe departure of the 
Spamanls, as if that alone h id fulfilled 
every duty, and autnoiiaed oieiy 
claim They therefore demanded the 
immediate publication in Holland and 
Zealand of the Perpetual Edict They 
insisted on the immediate d scontmu 
ance of aU hostile attempts to i educe 
Amatardam to the jurisdictiou ot 
Orange; required the Piinoe to aban 
don h'S pretensions to Utiecht, and 
denounced tho efibrts making by him 
aniT hia partisans to dilfuse their 
heretical doctimes through the other 
provinces. They observed, in oonolii 
Sion, that the gencial question cj re 
hgion was not to be bandied, bccin o 
reserved for the consideration of tho 
states general, accoiding to the ticaty 
of Ghent.* 

The leply, doliveied on the foUow- 
mgdayby tho Pimce of Oiango and 
the deputies, maintained that the Pei 
petuol Edict was widely different flora 
the Pacification of Ghent, which it 
affected to uphold ; that the promises 
to abstain from all violation of the 
ancient constitutions hod not been 
kept, that the German troops had 
not been dismissed, that the piopcrty 
of tlie Pimce in tho Ncthcilaiids and 
Bui gundy had not been lestored, that 
his son was detained m captii ity, that 
the government of Utiecht was with 
held fiom him, that the charters and 
constitution of the country, instead of 
being extended, bad been contracted, 
and that the Govemoi had claimed 
tho nght to convoke the states geneial 
at hiB pleasure, in violation of the 
ancient nght to assemble dn tbe’r 
own The document further com 
plamed that the adherents of the Be 
formed rehgion were not allowed to 

tione Focis Oondavensis, quod pel cam tocito 
introducenatuT hbeatas Bcbgionis " 

* Bee it m Bor, x 818, 817 — Cooiparo tho 
letter of instruction publisbeu by Gachard, 
Corremond nco do Gml aume le Tacil , m* 
<38-110 

* Bor, X 816-817 Gachard, Conoapon- 
dance do Guillaume le Tacit , ui, >78-418, 
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frequent the different pro-vincea in 
freedom, according to the atipulationB 
of Ghent; that Don John, notwith- 
atanding all theae ahort-cominga, had 
been acknowledged aa Goremoi^Gene- 
ral, without the conaent of the Prince; 
that he waa aurrounded with a tram 
of Spaniaida, oltaliana, and other fo- 
reigner — Gonzoga, Eacovedo, and the 
like — aa well aa by renegade Nether- 
landera like Taaaia, whom he waa 
unduly influenced againat the countiy 
and the people, and by whom a “ back 
door waa held conabintly open'* to 
the admiaaion of evila mnumeiable.^ 
Pmally, it waa asserted that, by meana 
of this lost act of union, a new form of 
inquisition had been intioduced, and 
one which waa much more cruel than 
the old system; inasmuch aa the 
Spoi^sh Inquisition did not taka m- 
formation against men except upon 
Buspicion, whereas, by the new pio- 
ccss, aU the world would be exammed as 
to their oonscience and religion, under 
pretence of maintainmg tho union.^ 

Such waa tho result of this second 
miaaion to tho Fiinco of Orange on the 
part of tho Governor-General. Don 
John aarer amt another. The awoida 
were now fairly meaeured between the 
antagoniata, and the scabbard waa soon 
to bo thrown away. A few weeks 
afterwards, tho Governor wrote to 
Philip that there waa nothing in the 
world which William of Oiange so 
much abhorred as his Majesty ; adding, 
with Castillian exaggeration, that if 
the Prince could drmk the King's 
blood he would do so with great 
pleasure.^ 

Don John, being thus seated in the 
saddle, had a moment's leisure to look 
around him. It waa but a moment, 
for he had small confidence in the as- 
pect of’affaii'S, but one of his first acta 
after assuming the government afforded 
a proof of the inteipretation which he 
h^ adopted of tho Ghent Pacification. 
An edict was issued, addressed to all 

1 “ Uat Don Johan een achter deuie open 
houd nioL de boveu genoemdo, eu andere 
van gcluke atefi'e, etc , etc ” 

^ Reply of tho States of noUaf d. Bor, z. 
SISK. ' 

* Extract from US. latter (SSth of July 
U77) of Don John the King, apud Oa- 
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bishops, "heretic-maBterB,”* and pro- 
vinci^ councils, commanding the sMct 
enforcement of the Canons of Ti'ent, 
and other ecclesiastical decrees. These 
authorities were summoned instantly 
to take increased heed of the flocks 
under their charge, "and to protect 
them from the ravening wolves which 
were aeekmg to devour them." 

The measure bore instant fruit. A 
wretched tailor of Mechlin, Peter Pania 
by name, an honest man, but a heretic, 
was arrested upon the charge of having 
preached or exhorted at a meeting in 
that city. Ue confessed that he had 
been present at the meeting, but denied 
that he had pieached He was then 
required to denounce the others who 
had been present, and the men who 
had actually officiated. He refused, 
and waa condemned to death. The 
Prince of Orange, while the process 
was pending, wiotc an eameat letter 
to the Council of Mechlin, imploring 
tiiom not now to rolcmdle the fires of 
rchgious persecution.'' Hia appeal waa 
inv.un. The poor tailor was beheaded 
at McebUn on the 15th of June, the 
Conqueror of Lepanto being present at 
the execution,^ and adding dignity to 
the scene. Thus, at the moment when 
Wilham of Orange was protecting the 
Anabaptists of Middclbiirg in their 
rights of citizenship, even while they 
refused its obligations, the son of the 
Emperor was dijiping his hands in tho 
blood of a poor wretch who had done 
no harm but to listen to a prayer with- 
out denouncing the preacher. The 
most intimate friends of the Prince 
were offended with his hherahty. The 
imperial ehade of Don John's father 
might have risen to approve the son 
who b.ad so dutifully revived hia bloody 
edicts and bis mthless policy. 

Three parties were now fairly in 
existence : the nobles, who hated tho 
Spaniards, but who were disposed to 
bold themselves aloof from the people; 
the adherents of Don John, commonly 

chard, pieface to Coircspondance de Quil- 
laumo le Tacit , ui. Ixir , notes, 112. 
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called " Jolianiats ; ” and the partisans coontiy were still in the hands of the 
of the Prince of Orange — for William Spaniards, Aerschot, indeed, goTem- 
the Silent had always felt the necessity ed the castle of Antwerp, in room of ' 
of leaning for support on something Sancho d’ Avila, hut how much mure 
more suhstaiitial than the court party, fiiendly would Aerschot be than Avila, 
a reed shaken by the wind, and fading when interest prompted him to sustam 
always when most relied upon. His Don John against the Fnnce ! 
efforts were constant to elevate the Meanwhile, the estatdh, according to 
middle class, to bmld up a strong third their contrart, were straining every 
party which should unite much of the nerve to raase the requisite sum fur 
substantial wealth and intelligence of the payment of the Qeiman troop i, 
the land, drawing constantly from the Eqmtable offers were made, by whah 
people, and deriving strength from the soldiers were to receive a ceitiin 
national enthusiasm — a party which portion of the arrears duo to them in , 
should include nearly all the politicid merchandise, and the remainder in 
capacity of the countiy ; and his efforts cash ' The arrangement m s i ej cctul, 
were successfuL No doubt the Gover- at the secret instance of Don Joh.i^ 
nor and his Secretary were right when IVhile the Governor affected an in- 
they said the people of the Nelherlaiids genuous desire td aid the eitales in 
were inclined to brook the Tuik as their efforts to free tlicinsehcs finin 
easily as the Spaniard for their master, the remaining portion of this iiifcnin' 
and that their hearts were in reality brance, he was secretly tampci iiig u iih 
devoted to the Pi inca of Orange, the leading German odiccis, in oidcr 

As to the grandees, they were mostly to prevent their acceptance of any 
of those who “sought to swim between offered terms.® He peisiuidcd thcic 
two waters," according to the Prince's military chiefs that a coiispii acy 
expression. There were but few un- ed, by which they were Uut ouly to be 
swerving supportois of the Siianish deprived of their wages but of then 
rule, like the Berlaymont and the Tas- lives. He warned them to heed no 
BIS families. The rest veered d.uly promises, to accept no lei ins Con- 
with the Teoring wind Aerschot, the vincing them that he, and he only, was 
great chief of the Catholic party, was their friend, he airanged scci ec i>lans 
but a crmgiug courtier, false and fawn- by which they should assist him in 
ing both to Don John and the Prince, taking the fortresses of the cuiinliy 
He sought to play a leading part in into stiU more secure posbussiun,^ for 
a great epoch; he only distmgmshed he was not more inclined to tii-st (a 
himself by courting and betraying all the Aerschote and the Hallos than 
pities, and being thrown away by all. was the Prince himself. 

His son and brother were hardly inoie The Governor lived in considerable 
respectable. The Prince knew how danger, and in stdl greater diead of 
little dependence could bo placed on capture, if not of assassination Ilia 
such allies, even although they had imagination, excited by endless tales 
signed and sworn the Ghent Pacifica- of ambush and half-discovered crai 
tion. He was also aware how little it spiracles, saw armed soldiers behind 
was the intention of the Governor to eveiy bush, a pitfall in every^ street, 
he bound by that famous Treaty. The Had not the redoubtable Alva beoa 
Spanish troops had been, mdeed, dis- nearly made a captive 1 Did not Louis 
banded, but there were still between of Nassau nearly entiap the Gi.uid 
ten and fifteen thousand German mot- Commander? No doubt the Piincc 
cenanes in the service of the King; Orange was desirous of accomplishii.a 
these were stationed in different im- a feat by which he would bo placed la 
portant places, and held firm possession regard to Philip on the vantage gi ound 
of the citadels. The greaa keys of the which the King had obtained by hu 
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seizure of Count Van Buren, nor 
Don Jolm need for wanungs coming 
from sources far from obscure. In 
May, the Viscount De Gand had 
forced bia way to his bedside in the 
dead of night, and wakening Mm 
from his sleep, had assured Mm, with 
great solenmitji, that his hfe was not 
worth a pin’s purchase if he remained 
in Brussels. He was aware, he said, 
of a conspiracy by wMch both his 
liberty and his life were endangered, 
and assured him that in immediate 
flight lay his only safety.^ 

The Governor fled to Mechlin, where 
the same warnings were soon aftci^ 
wards renewed, for the solemn sacriflce 
of Peter Pams, the poor proacMng 
tailor of th.it eity, had not been 
enough to stiike terror to the hearts 
of a^ the Ketheilandeis. One day, 
toward the end of June, the Duke 
of Aerschot, riding out with Don 
John,* g.ivs Mm a circumstantial 
account of plots, old and new, whose 
existence he had disuorered or m- 
rjnted, and ha shewed a copy of a 
secret letter, written by the Prmoe of 
Orange to the estates, recommending 
the forcible seizure of Ms Highnees 
It is true that the Duke was, at that 
period and for long after, upon terms 
of the most “fraternal friendship" 
with the Prince, and was in the habit of 
signing Mmself “his yeiy aflectionate 
Mother and cordial fiicnd to serve 
him ,” J yet this did not prevent him 
from accomplishing what he deemed 
Ms duty, in secretly denouncing his 
plans. It is also true that he, at the 
same time, gave the Prince piivate 
information conoei’ning the govem- 
meni) and sent him intercepted letters 
from Ms enemies,^ thus easing Ms con- 
science on both sides, and trunming 
his sailB to every wind which might 
blow. The Dulte now, however, re- 
minded Ms Highness of the contumely 
with wMch he had been treated at 


1 Vera eb Simplex Narratio Eorum quie 
ab Ad rentu ID Joannis Austriaci, etc., gesta 
sunt, p 13 — IiuxembeiEi, 1378 
a Ibid., p 17. 

• Archives et Conespondaneis vi 141-148. 
4 See the letter last quoted. Archives, eta, 
71 143, 144 , 
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Brusseb, of the insolent threats with 
wMch the citizens had pursued Ms 
servants and secretaries even to the 
very door of his palaca' He assured 
him that the same feeling existed at 
Mechlin, and that neither Mmself nor 
family were much safer there than in 
the capital, a plot bemg fully organised 
for securing his person. The con- 
spirators, he said, were openly sup- 
ported by a large political party, who 
called themselves onti-Johanists, and 
who clothed themselves in symholic 
costume, as had been done by the 
disaffected in the days of Cmdmal 
Granvelle Ho assured the Governor 
that ncuily all the members of the 
states-genaral were impheated in these 
schemes. “And what becomes, then, 
of their promises * ’’ asked Don John. 
‘ That for their promises ! ” cried the 
Duke, snapping his fingers; * “no man 
m the land feels bound by engage- 
ments now." Tho Governor demanded 
the object of the states in thus seeking 
to deprive Mm of Ms liberty. The 
Duke informed him that it was to hold 
him in captivity until they hod com- 
pelled Mm to sign every paper wMeh 
they chose to lay before Mm. Such 
things had been done in the Hetiier- 
lands in former days, the Duke 
observed, as he proceeded to narrate 
how a predecessor of his Highness and 
a prmee of the land, after having been 
compelled to sign innumerable docu- 
ments, bod been, in conclusion, tossed 
out of tbe windows of hb own palace, 
with all his retinue, to perish upon 
the pikes of an msurgent mob below.' 
Tbe Governor protested that it did 
not become the ion of Charles the 
Fifth and the representative of his 
Cathohe Majesty to hear such intima- 
tions a second time. After his return, 
he brooded over what had been said 
to Mm for a fow days, and he then 
broke up Ms establishment at Mechlin, 
selling oil Mb superfluous furniture 

Comporo the Alemoire de Grobbendonok, p. 
173. Bull Com. Boy, x. 

4 Ibid , p 19 — See also tbe letter of Don 
John to the statee-gcueral, dated August 84 , 
1377, in Bor, xi 864, 863. — "Daerop^ant- 
woorde klickende mette fingem,” eto. 
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niid even the wine in his cellara.^ 
Thiu shewing that his ahsenccj Doth 
from Brussels and hlcchliHj was to be 


a prolonged one, he took ad\ outage of 
an unforeseen occurrence again to re* 
mo\ e his residence. 


CHAPTER HL 

Ihe otyof Namur— 31<Lrgait.t of Valoia—Hor intrigues in Hsin aiil t in &^ur of AlcnQoa-* 
Uer rocoptiou by Don Jobn at Namui — -PcBiwities xa her bonour— Seiznic oi N'unni 
ciLodol by Don John — Flan for scismg that of Antwerp — Letter of the ebt itcs to Philip, 
sent by RscoTcdo^Fortunes and fite of Escobedo in Madrid— Depainng of dj kes— 'liie 
Amcna visit to Holland — His letter to the eatatea^t.neral on the subject of Kaiuur 
citadel— His visit to Utreclit — Con «."pondcncd and cominissionors between Don John 
nnd the estates— Acnmoiuoue and passionate chai actor oi those colloiiuics— Attempt of 
Treslougupon Antwerp citaoel frustiated by De Douiae — Fortunate panic of the. Gcr> 
man meiceuane^Aniwerp evacuated the forcijm troops — Itenowoa coitospondcnco f 
^Audacity of the Governor's demands— Lettci a of Escovedo and others inteft-cptcd— 
Private schomes of Don John not understood by the estates— His letter to the Lmpic^s 
^wager— More conespondence with the estates— Paininl and fni-so position ol the 
Qovemor — ^Demolition, m pmt, of Antwerp citadel, and of other foitiusso'* by the 
patriots— Statue of Alva— Lcttei of estates general to the King. 


There were few cities of the Nether^ 
lands more picturesque in situation, 
more trimly built, and more opulent 
of aspect than the little city of Namur. 
Seated at the confluence of the 
Sombre with the Meuse, and throw- 
ing over each river a biidge of solid 
but graceful structuio, it lay in the 
lap of a most fruitful vaSley, A 
broad crescent shaped plain, liiDged 
by the rapid Meuse, and enclosed by 
gently rolling lulls oultivaled to their 
Cl cats, or by abrupt precipices of lime- 
stone crowned with 'vcidure, was 
divided by numerous hedgeroYs, and 
dotted all over with corn-fields, vine- 
yards, and flower gaidciis. Many eyes 
have gazed with delight upon that 
well-known and most lovely valley, 
and many tonents of blood have 
mingled with those glancing watcis 
since tiiat long buried and most san- 
guinary age which foims our theme; 
and still placid as ever is the valley, 
brightly as ever flows the stream. 
Even now, as in that vanished, hut 
never-forgotten time, nestles the bttie 
eity in the angle of the two rivers; 
stiU ^ectly over its head seems to 
hang in mid air the maBsive and frown- 
ing fortress, like the gigantic helmet 
in the Action, as if ready to crush the 
pigmy town below. 

^ Discours Somtnicr des Justea Causes, 
etc , otc., p 17. Bor, x 888 

> Hot, X 828 Meterou, tiv 122 Oa- 
xi. 928. Soofd, xu. 508, et al. 


It was this famous citadel, crown* 
icg an abrupt precipice five huKdied 
feet above the incr’shcd, and placed 
near the frontier of Fiance, which 
made the city so important, and which 
had now attiacted Don John's atten- 
tion in this hour of his perplexity. The 
u&oxpectcd vibit of a celohrated ])er« 
sonage furnished him with the piotoxt 
which he desh ed. The beautiful Mar* 
giret of Valois, Queen of Navaiic, 
was proceeding to the baths of Spa, to 
diink the waters.^ Her health was as 
perfect as her beauty, but phe was 
fl> lug fiom a husband whom she hated, 
to advance the interest of a brother 
whom she loved with a more than 
sisterly fondness — ^for the woithlc&a 
Duke of Alen^on was one of the many 
competitors for the Nctherland govern- 
ment, the correspondence between 
himself and his bi other with Orange 
and his agents being still continued. 
The hollow truce with the Huguenots 
in France had, however, been again, 
succeeded by -war. Ileisiy of ^Valois 
had already commenced opeiations in 
Uascony agamst Henry of Navanc, 
whom he bated almost'* as cordially 
os Margaret herself could do, ^d the 
Duke of Alcnyon was besieging Issoire.^ 
Meantime, the beautiful Queen came 
to mingle tho golden thread of her 

^ M6moir(a do Harguonte do Volois, p. 
128. Liege, iTl4. 

* De Thou, vu. 5(y0, sqq., hr. 08. 
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feminine Intrigues with the dark woof 
of the Netherland destimes. 

Few spirits have been more subtie, 
few faces so fatal as hers. True child 
of the Uedicean mother, worthy sister 
of Charles, Henry, and Francis — 
princes for ever infamous in the 
annals of France — she possessed more 
beauiy and wit than Mary of Scotland, 
more leammg and accomplishments 
than £lizabe& of Fngland. In the 
blaze of her beauty, according to the 
inflated language of her most detei- 
mined worrfiipper, the wings of all 
rivals were melted. Heaven required 
to be raised higher and eaith made 
wider, before a fuil sweep could be 
given to her own majestic flight.* We 
are further informed that she was a 
Minerva for eloquence, that she com- 
pose^ matchless poems which she sang 
most exquisitely to the sound of her 
lute, and that her famihar letteis weie 
BO full of genius, that “ poor Cicero ” 
was but a fool to her in the same 
branch of compositioa* The woild 
has shuddered fur ages at the dark 
tragedy of her nuptials. Was it 
strange that hatred, incest, murder, 
should follow in the tram of a wed- 
dmg thus hideously solemnised ! 

Don John, as in his Moorish dis- 
guise he had looked upon her perfec- 
tions, had felt in danger of becom- 
ing really the slave he personated — 
“her beauty is more divine than 
human," he had cried, “ but fitter to 
destroy men's souls than to bless 
them ; ” ’ — and now the enchantress 
was on her way to his dominioni:. 
Her road led through Hamur to Liege, 
and gaUanti-y required that he should 
meet her as she passed. Attended by 
a select band of gentlemen and a few 
horsemen of his body-guaid, the Qo- 
vemorbame to Kamur.* 

Meantime the Queen crossed the 
frouiaer, and was courteousiy received 
at Cambray. The bishop— of the loyal 

1 Eloge de Ifarguerite do Valois, Bayne 
de France etdeBavorre, etc,parBrdntome, 
p 2, usl 

* “ BaS belles lettres-^les mieux 
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house of Berlaymont — was a standi 
supporter of the King, and although 
a fleming, was SpaniA to the core. 
On ViiTTi &e cajolery of the beautiful 
Queen was first essayed, but was found 
powerless. The prelate gave her a 
magnificent ball, but resisted her 
blandishments. He retired with the 
appeal ance of the confections, but the 
governor of the citadel, the Seigneur 
d’Inchy, remained, with whom Mar- 
garet was more successful. She found 
him a cordial hater of Spain, a favourer 
of Franco, and very impatient under 
the authoiity of the bishop. He ob- 
tained permission to accompany the 
royal visitor a few stages of her jour- 
ney, and returned to Cambray, her 
willing slave; holding the castle in 
futuie, neither for king nor bishop, 
but for Margaret’s broQier, Alengon, 
alunc At Mons she was received with 
gi-eat state by the Count Lalain, who 
was governor of H.unault, while his 
Countess governed him A week of 
festivities graced the advent of the 
Queen, during which period the hearts 
of both Lolain and his wife were com- 
pletely subjugated. They agreed that 
Flanders had been too long separated 
from the parental France to which it 
of right belonged. The Count was a 
stanch Catholic, but be bated Spam. 
He was a relative of Egmont, and 
anxious to avenge his death, but ha 
was no lover of the people, and was 
jealous of Orange. Moreover, his wife 
had become entirely fascinated by the 
designing Queen. So warm a friend- 
ship had spiung up between the two 
fair ladies os to make it indispensable 
that Flanders and Hainault Aould be 
annexed to Fiance. The Count pro- 
mised to bold his whole government 
at the service of ALcn^on, and recom- 
mended that an attempt should be 
mode to gain over the incorruptible 
Governor of Cambray. Margaret did 
not inform hiTn that she had already 

Bieones f.uiiih£res,” etc , cte,— Eloge, etc., 
etc , p, 18. 
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tumed tibat fonotionaiy Tovmd her 
fibger, but she urged Lalaiu and his 
wile to seduce him from his allegiance, 
if possible.^ 

The Count, with a retinue of mount- 
ed men, tocn accompanied her ou her 
way towards Ifamur, but turned as 
toe distant tramp of Don John's caval- 
cade was heard approaching, for it was 
not desirable for Lalain, at that mo- 
ment, to find himself face to face with 
toe Governor, Don John stood a 
moment awaiting the aiiivol of toe 
Queen. He did not dream of her 
pohtical intrigues, nor see m the fair 
form approaching him one mortal 
enemy toe more. Margaret travelled 
in a splendid litter with gilt piUars, 
Imed with scarlet velvet, and entirely 
enclosed in glass,’ which was fallowed 
by those of the Princess de la Boche 
sur Yon, and of Madame de Toumon. 
After these came ten ladies of hcuour 
on horseback, and siz chariots filled 
with female domestics. These, with 
the guards and other attendants, made 
up the retinue. On meeting toe 
Queen’s litter, Don John sprang from 
hU horse and presented his greetmgs. 
The Queen returned his salutation, in 
toe French fashion, by offering her 
eheek to his embrace, extending the 
same favour to toe Duke of Aersohot 
and toe Marquis of Havrd’' The 
eavaliers then remounted and escorted 
the Queen to Mamur, Don John riding 
by the side of toe htter, and convers- 
ing with her all the way. It was late 
in toe evening when the procession 
arrived in the city The streets had, 
however, been brdliantly illuminated ; 
houses and shops, although it was near 
midmght, being in a blaze of light. 
Don Jolmbeheving that no attentions 
could be so acceptable at that hour os 
to provide for the repose of his guest, 
conducted too Queon at once to the 
lodgings prepared for her. Margaret 
was astonished at the magnificenco of 
toe apartments into which she was 

1 StemoiToa de Harguente de Valois, u 
pp. 125, 120-184, sqq 

2 Ibid., 11. 124-125, sqq. 
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ushered. A spacious and stately hall, 
most gorgeously fumitoed, opened into 
a series of chambers and cabinets, 
worthy, in their appointments, of a 
royal palace. The tent and bed cover- 
mgs prepared for toe queen weie ex- 
quisitely embroidered in needlenoik 
with scenes represeutii^ toe battle of 
Lepanto.'* The great hall was hung 
with gorgeous tapestry of satin and 
velvet, ornamented with columns oi 
raised silver work, and with many 
figures in antique costume, of the 
same massive embioideiy. TIio le.-t 
of the fumitm'e was also of satui, 
velvet, cloth of gold, and hiocada. 
The Queen was dazzled with so inuLh 
magnificeuce, and one of the coni Di m 
could not help expressing asiu ooh- 
ment at the splendour of the apaii- 
ments and decorations, which, ^ ho 
oliserved to the Duke of Aeiscliot, 
seemed more appropriate to the palace 
of a powerful monarch than to tlie 
apartments of a young bachelor pniico.’ 
The Duke replied by explaining that 
too expensive embroidery which they 
saw was the result, not of extiaia- 
gance, but of valour and generosity, 
After toe battle of Lepanto, Don John 
had restored, without lausom, the two 
sons, who had been taken prisoners, 
of a powerful Turkish bashaw. The 
father, in gratitude, bad sent this 
magnificent tapestiy as a pieseut to 
the conqueror, and Don John had le- 
ceived it at Milan, in ssluoh city, 
celebrated for toe taste of its uphol- 
sterers, it had hocu .uTaiigud foi fuini- 
lure.'* 

The next moming a grand ma's 
vi'ith military music was perfoimod, 
followed by a sumptuous banquet in 
toe grand halL Don John and the 
Queen sat at a table three feet apart 
from the rest, and Ottavio Oonzaga 
served them wine upon his knees ^ 
After the banquet came, as usual, th« 
ball, toe festivities continuing till lat« 
in toe night, and Don John scaiccly 

d’un grand Roy qua d'un jeune Fimco a 
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quitting Us fair guest for a moment. 
The next afternoon, a f estiTal had been 
' arranged upon an island in the river. 
The company embarhed upon the 
Heuse, in a fleet of gaily scaifed and 
painted vessels, many of which were 
filled with mueicians.' Margaret re- 
clined in her igilded barge, under a 
richly embroidered canopy, A fairer 
and falser Queen than “Kgypt” had 
bewitched the famous youth who had 
triumphed, not lost the world, beneath 
the heights of Actiam. The revellers 
landed on the isliind, where the ban- 
, quet was already spread witliiu a 
spacious bower of ivy, and beneath 
umbiageous elms. The dance upon 
the sword was protracted to a late 
hour, and the summer stars had been 
long in the sky when the company 
retuKied to their barges. 

Don J ohn, more than ever enthralled 
by the bndo of St Bartholomew, knew 
not that her sole purpose m visiting 
his dominion had been to corrupt his 
servants and to undermine his author- 
ity. His oivn purpose, however, liad 
been less to pay court to the Queen 
than to make use of her presence to 
cover his own designs. That purpose 
he proceeded instantly to execute. 
The Queen next morning pursued her 
voyage by the river to Liege, and 
scarcely had she floated out of his 
sight than he sprang upon his hor«e, 
and, accompanied by a few trusty at- 
tendants, galloped out of the gate and 
acrose the bridge which led to the 
citadeh’ He had already despatched 
the loyal Berlaymont, with his four 
equally loyal sons, the Seigneurs de 
Meghen, Floyon, Hierges, and Haultc- 
penne to that fortress. These gentle- 
men had informed the castellan that 
the Governor was about to ride forth 
hunting, and that it would be proper 
to offer him the hospitahties of the 
castle as he passed on his way. A 
considerable number of armed men 
hod been concealed in the woods and 
thickets of the neighbourhood. The 

r Memoiref de Marguerite do Valout, u, 
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Seigneur de Froymont, suspecting no- 
thing, acceded to the propiiety of tho 
suggestion made by the Berlaymonts. 
Meantime, with a blast of his horn, 
Don John appeared at the castle gate. 
He entered ^e fortress with the castel- 
lan, while one of the gentlemen watched 
outside, as the ambushed soldiers came 
toihng up the precipice. "When all 
was ready the guntleman returned to 
the hall, and made a signal to Don 
John, as he sat at breakfast with the 
coustoble The Governor sprang from 
the table and drew his swoid ; Berlay- 
mont and his four sons drew their 
pistols, while at the same instant the 
soldiois ontered. Don John, exclaim- 
ing that this was the first day of hid 
government, commanded tho e.istellaii 
to surrender. De Froymont, taken by 
surprise, and hardly understandmg this 
very mdo-drainatio attack upon a cita- 
del by its own lawful govoi nor, mode 
not much difficulty in complying. He 
was then turned out of doors, along 
with hia garrison, mostly feeble old 
men and invalids The newly arrived 
soldiers took their places, at command 
of the Ooveinor, and the sbojjghold of 
Namur was his own ’ 

There was little doubt that the re- 
presentative of Pliihp had a perfect 
right to possess himself of any fortress 
within his government, there could 
be as little that the sudden stratagem 
by which he had thus made himself 
master of this citadel would prove of- 
fensive to the estates, while it could 
hardly be agreeable to the Hing ; and 
yet it is not certam that he could have 
accomplished his purpose in any other 
way. Moreover, the achievement was 
one of a projected series by which he 
meant to re-vindicate his dwindling 
authority. He was weary of playing 
the hypocrite, and convinced that he 
and Mb monarch were both abhorred 
by the Netherlanders Peace was im- 
possible — war was fui bidden Mm. Be- 
duced almost to a nulhty by the Prinoe 
of Orange, it was time for him to make 

> Hoofd, xii 600 — “ Stokouwdo of ver- 
zninkto Boldaaten," eta Bor, x. 832. Bia- 
cours Sommier dee Justes Causes, pp. 28, 
27. Meterea, vu. 122. Bcntivogho, z. 104, 
105. 



B stand, and !n this impregnable fast- 
ness bis pomtion at least was a good 
one. Many months before, the Frmce 
of Orange had expressed his anxious 
defflre l£at this most important town 
and citadel should be secured for the 
estates. "You know,” he had written 
to Bossu in December, "the evil and 
the dismay which the loss of the city 
and fortress of Namur would occasion 
to us. Let me beseech you that all 
possible care be taken to preserve 
them.” ^ N evertheless, their preserva- 
tion had been entrusted to a feeble- 
minded old constable, at the head of 
a handful of cripples. 

We know how mtense had been the 
solicitude of the Frmce, not only to 
secure but to destroy these citadels, 
“nests of tyianiiy," which had been 
built by despots to crush, not protect, 
the towns at their feet. These precau- 
tions had been neglected, and the con- 
sequences were displaying themselves, 
for the castle of Namur was not the 
only one of which Don John felt him- 
self secure. Although the Duke of 
Aerschot seemed so very much his 
humble servant, the Oovemor did not 
trust him, and wished to see the citadel 
of Antwerp m more unquestionable 
keeping. Ho had thei efore withdrawn, 
not only the Duke, but his son, the 
Prince of Chimay, commander of the 
castle in his father’s absence, from that 
important post, and insisted upon their 
accompanying him to Namur.* So 
gidlant a courtier as Aerschot could 
hardly refuse to pay his homage to so 
illustrious a princess as Margaret of 
Valois, while during the absence of 
the Duke and Prince the keys of Ant- 
werp citadel had been, at the command 
of Don John, placed in the keeping of 
the Seigneur de Treslong, ‘ an unscru- 
pulous and devoted royalist. The 
celebrated Colonel Van Hnde, whose 
participation, at the head of his Ger- 
man cavalry, in the terrible sack of 


“U itta t ' tayuuiiv, ^~[Toi 

that city, which he had been ordered to 
defend, has been narrated, was com- 
manded to return to Antwerp. He 
was to present himself openly to the 
city au^orities, but he was secretly 
dureoted by the Governor-General to 
act in co-operation with the Colonels 
Fugger, P)rondBborger,t»md Fohiiller, 
who commanded the forces already 
stationed in the city.s These dis- 
tinguished officers had been all sum- 
mer in secret correspondence with Den 
John, for they were the mstruinonts 
with which he meant by a bold stroke 
to recover hia almost lost authority. 
■\Vhilo he had seemed to be secuiiduig 
the effoits of the states-general to pay 
off and disband these meiconaries, no- 
thing had in reality been faither from 
his thoughts, and the time had now 
come when his secret plans were Jo be 
executed, according to the agi cement 
between himself and the Geiroan 
colonels. He wrote to thnin< accord- 
mgly, to delay no longer the aooora- 
phshment of the flood'' — ^that deed be- 
ing the seizure of Antwerp citadel, as he 
had already successfully mastered that 
of Namur. The Duke of Aeischot, his 
brother, and son, were in b'S powei, 
and could do nothing to prevent the 
co-operation of the colonels in the city 
with Treslong in the castle, so that 
the Governor would thus be enabled, 
laying his he.ad tranquilly upon “ the 
pillow of the Autw'crp citadel,”® ac- 
cording to the reproachful expression 
subsequently used by the estates, to 
aiv.ait the progress of events 

The current of his adventurous 
career was not, however, destined to 
run thus smoothly. It is true that 
the estates had not yet entirely lost 
their confidence in his character, but 
the seizure of Namur, and the attempt 
upon Antwerp, together with the con- 
tents of the mtcrcepted letters written 
by himself and Escovedo to Philip, io 
Perez, to the Empress, to the Colonels 
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Frondabei^r and Fugger, vera soon 
desired to open their eyes. In the 
meantime^ almost exactly at the mo- 
ment nrhen Don John was executmg 
his enterprise against Kamnr, Esco- 
-redo had taken an affectionate fare- 
well of the states at Brussels/ for it 
had been thoujfht necessary, as already 
intimated, hofii for the apparent in- 
terests and the secret projects of Don 
John, that the Secretiwy should make 
a Tiait to Spain. At the command of 
the Governor-General he had offered 
to take charge of any coimnunic.ation 
for his Majesty nhich the estates 
might bo disposed to entrust to him, 
and they had accoidiugly addressed a 
long epistle to the lung, in nhich they 
gave ample expression to their indig- 
nation and their woe. They remon- 
strated with the Kmg concerning the 
continued presence of the Gorman 
mercenaries, whose kmves weie over 
at their throats, whose plunder and 
insolence impoverished and tortured 
the people. They remutded him of 
the vast sums which the provinces had 
eontributed in times past to tlio sup- 
port of government, and they begged 
BSoiatance from his bounty now. They 
recalled to his vision the melancholy 
spectacle of Antwerp, but lately the 
"nurse of Europe, the faiiest dower 
in his royal garland, the foremost and 
noblest city of the oarth,^ now quite 
desolate and forlorn,” and with addi- 
tional instructions to Escovedo, that 
he should not fail, in his verbal com- 
munications, to represent the evil con- 
sequences of the course hiiheito pur- 
sued by his Majesty’s governors in the 
Netherlands, they dismissed him with 
good wishes, and with “crowns for 
convey" in his purse to the amount of 
a revenne of two thousand yearly. 
His s^ret correspondence was inter- 
cepted and made known a few weeks 
after his departure for that terrible 
Spain whence so few travellers re- 
turned.® 
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For a moment we follow him thither. 
With a single word in anticipation, 
concerumg the causes and the consum- 
mation of this oolebrated murder, 
which was delayed till the following 
year, tlie unfoi lunate Escovedo may 
be dismissed from these pages. It has 
been seen how aitfully Antonio Perez, 
Secretaiy of State, paramour of Prin- 
cess Dboii, and ruling councillor at 
that day of Pluhp, bad fostered in the 
King’s mind tho most extravagant aus- 
picious as to the schemes of Don John, 
and of his coLfidoutiol secietary.'* He 
had represented it as their fixed and 
seciet intention, after Don John should 
be finally csUblishcd on the tUione of 
Enghiud, to attack Philip himself in 
Spain, and to deprive him of ills crown, 
Escovedo being represented ns the 
prime instigator and controller of this 
astounding plot, which lunatics only 
could have engendered, .ind which pro- 
bably novel hail exislouce. 

No proof of the wild design was 
offered Tho l.inguage which Esco- 
vedo was accused by Perez of havmg 
held picviously to his dopaiture for 
Flanders — ^that it was the intention of 
Don John and himself to fortify the 
rock of Mogro, with which, and witli 
Hie command of the city of Santender, 
they could make themselYcs masters of 
Sxiam after having obtemed possession 
of England ® — is too absurd to haro 
been uttei ed by a man of Kscovedo’s 
oapaoity. Certainly, had Perez been 
provided w ith the lc,ast scrap of wnt- 
ing from the hands of Don John or 
Escovedo which could be tortured 
into evidence upon this point, it 
would have been forthcoming, and 
would have rendered such ficUtious 
hearsay snperfiuona. Perez, in con- 
nivance with Philip, had been syste- 
matically conducting his correspon- 
dence with Don John and Escovedo^ 
in order to elicit some evidence of the 
imputed schomo. "'Twas the only 
way,” said Perez to Philip, " to make 
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them unbare tbeir bosoms to the 
sword ” “ 1 am quit<» of the same 

opinion,” replied Philip to Perez, 
"for according to my theology, you 
would do y:)ur du^v neither to God 
nor the woild, unle a you did as you 
are dting let the excellent pur 
of conspiiitors at Madrid could wring 
no dammng proots from the lips of the 
supposititious conspirators in Flan 
ders, save that Don John, after Esco 
vedo'a arrival in Madrid, wrote, im 
patiently and frequently, to demand 
th it he should be sent bach, toge^er 
with the money which he had gone to 
&pam to procure “Money, more 
money, and Escoiedo,”® wiote the 
Governor, and Philip was quite \ ill 
ing to accept this moat natural ezcla 
mation as evidence of his brothers 
designs against his crown Out of 
these ^hreds and patches — the plot 
against England, the Pope’s bull, the 
desire expressed by Don John to 
march into France as a simple adven 
turer, with a few thousand men at his 
back ~ Perez, according to his own 
statement, drew up a piotocol, after 
wards formally appioved by Phibp 
which concluded with the necessity of 
taking Escovedos liio, instantly but 
pnvatelj, and by poison Ihe Mar 
quis de Los Yelos, to whom the 
memonal was submitted for his ad 
vice, averted that if the deathbed 
wafer were m his own lips, he should 
vote for 146 death of the culprit,® 
Philip had already pimped to the 
same conclusion, Perez joyfully under 
took the busmess, having rccened 
carte blanche trom ^e King, and thus 
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the uniortun ite secretary was doomed. 
Immediately after the ariival of Esoo 
vedo m Madiid, he addiessed a letter * 
to the Kmg Philip filed it away 
among other despatches, with this 
annotation “The atant cowier hns 
arrived — it is necessary to make gieit 
haste, and to despatch^im before he 
murders us ’ * 

The King having been thus art'i lly 
inflamed against his bmth«r an I hw 
unfortunate secietarv, became thmoi 
ouB for the blood of Lscoaedo At tlio 
same time, that peisonage, soon aftti ^ 
Ins return to Spam, w as shod c I by ' 
the dibcovery ot the amoir of PoiCiS 
with the Princess Eboli ^ He con 
Bidered it his duty, both towards Jie 
deceased Pnnee and the In ing Kii g, 
to protest agunst this yeihdj Ho 
threatened t > denounco to the n* 
who seemed the only pei son about 11 e 
com t Ignorant of the ah ur this doublo 
treason of his mistiess and his mini toi 
Peiez and Anna of Lboli, funous it 
E&cove lo’s insolence, and anvious lest 
ho should execute his menace, d i.ei 
mined to di embarrass themsohes of 
so meddlesome a person!* Pliilij s 
nge agamst Don John was accordin^lv 
tmned to account, and Pci C7 rerenel 
the Kings secret oideis to proem e 
Fbcovp>^ob " >isinatiion^ Thus an 
iMi^marv conspiracy of Don John 
against the oiown of Philip was the 
pretext, the feais and nge of LI oh 
'»nd hei paramour were the substanti 1 
reason, for the crime now piojectid 

The details of the murder were ■’r 
ranged and executed by Perez,** but it 
must be confessed in justice to Philip, 
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with much inferior nicety to that of 
his own performances in the same field. 
Many peisons were privy to the plot, 
^hers was much Wunderjng, there was 
great public scandal in H-adiid, and no 
me ever had a reasonable doubt as to 
the instigators and the actual perpetra- 
tors of the crAne. Two attempts to 
poison Esoovedo, weremadabyPerez.at 
his own table, thiough the agency of 
AntouioEnriqvicz, a confidential Bcr\ aut 
or page. Both wore uiisucccsifuL A 
third was equally so, but suspicions 
were aroused. A female eiave in the 
household of Escovodo, was in con- 
sequence ariested, and immediately 
hanged in the piibUo square, for a pre- 
tended attemiit to murder hermastei.* 
A few days aitenvards ion tho 31st of 
March, 15781 the deed was aceom- 
plisbsd at nightfall m the streets of 
Madrid, by six conspirators. They 
consisted of the majoidomo of Perez, a 
page in his household, tho pagos’s 
brother from the country, an ex-seul- 
lion from the Eoyal kitchens, Juan 
llubio by name, who had been tho 
unsuccessful agent m the poisoning 
eoliemo, together with two professional 
bravos, hi^ for the occasion. It was 
Insausti, one of this last-mentioned 
couple, who dispatched Escovedo with 
a smgle etab, the ethers aiding and 
abetting, or keeping watch in the 
neighbouihood.* 

The murderers effected their escape, 
and made their report to Perez, who 
for the sake of appeaiances, was upon 
a visit in the country. Suspicion soon 
tracked the real culprits, who were 
above the reach of justice ; nor, as to 
the motives which had prompted the 
murders, were many ignorant, pave 
only tho murderer himself. Philip 
had oii^ered the assassination, but he 
was profoundly deceived as to the 
causes of its accomplishment. He was 
the dupe of a subtler villain than him- 
self, and thought himself sacrificing a 
conspirator against his crown, w&ie 

icmarkablo in its dbaracter, and so Impor- 
tant in its nmote oonseqnenoea, Ims bosn 
mvcu m a 'masterly manner, by Sliguet 
(Autonio Perez et Philippe II J. p. 34, sqq , 
fiom the Sid cemy of tho famous prooess 
bdouging to the Poreig& Office of France. 

1 Uipnet,ih>mtheSS. process, pp.33, 89. 


he hiid really only crushed a poor crea- 
I ture who bad been but too solicitous 
I for what he thought his master’s 
' honour, 

I The assassins were, of course, pro- 
tected from prosecution, and duly re- 
I compensed. Miguel Bosque, the coun- 
I try boy, received one hundred crowns 
I in gold, paid by a clerk of Peiez. 

I Meiai, one of the bravos, was rewarded 
with a gold cliaiu, fifty doubloons of 
eight, and a silver cup, besides receiv- 
ing from the fair hand of Princess 
Eboli herself a certificate as under- 
steward upon her estotes. ‘ The second 
biavo, Insausti, who had done the deed, 
the p.age Emiqiiez, and the eeuUion, 
wei'e afl apiiOtitUd aaigna in hia Ma- 
jeiti/’i army, with twenty gold crowns 
of annual pension besides Their 
ci.mmissivsns weie signed by Phihp on 
the IDth of Apijl 15/3. Such were 
tho wages of minder at tb>at day ni 
Spam; gold olnuns, siher cups, douli- 
loons, annuities, and commissions m 
the army • The reward of fidelity, os 
in poor Escovedo’s case, was ofrener 
the stiletto. IV'as it astonishmg that 
murderwas more common thanfidehtyt 

With the subsequent career of A ii- 
tonio Perez — bis famous process, his 
banishment, his intrigues, his innu- 
endos, his long exile, and his miser- 
able de.ath, this history has no con- 
cern. We i^urn from our brief digres- 
sion. 

Before narrating the issue of tho 
plot againat Antwerp citadel. It is 
necessary to recur for a moment to 
the Prince of Orange, In the deeds 
and the written words of that one man 
are comprised neaily all the history of 
the Befoimation in the KetherlondB — 
nearly the whole progress of the isfiint 
Republic. The rest, during this period, 
is made up of the plottings and coun- 
ter-plottings, the mutual wrangling 
and recriminations of Don John and 
the estates. 

In the brief hfeatiiingHQnM 


Cabrera also narrates briedy Hie 
at poifloaing made by Perez A false 
tngetber with fbo executCoo of 
zu. 973. 

1 40. 

> blLOiet^m the MS. jseeesi^ p. t]| 

4 Ibhi- ^ 




■ytfg— ' y w w 

afforded thorn, the inhabitants of Hoi- j 
land and Zeal^d had been employing 
themsdves in the extensive repaiis of 
their vast system of dykes These 
barriers, which protected their conn 
try against the ocean, but which their 
own hands had dcstro} ed to preserve 
themselves agauiat tjianny, were now 
thoioughly reconstiucted, at a gieat 
expense, the Fnnce everywhere en- 
couraging the people with lua presence, 
direc^g them by hia expeiience, m 
spinng them with hia eneigy.* The 
t lak accomplished a as stupendous, and 
worthy, says a contemporary, of eter 
nal memoiy.’ 

At the popular request, the Pimce 
afterwards rnade a tour through the 
httle provmces, honouiing pieiy city 
with a brief visit The spontaneous 
homage which went up to him from 
every heart was pathetic and simple 
There were no taumphal arches, no 
martial music, no banners, no thcatii 
cal pageantry — nothing but the choid 
anthem from thousands of giatoful 
hearts “Father liiUiam has oomo< 
Father 'W’lUiam has come < " oiicd 
men, women, and children to each 
other, avhen ^e ncus of his airiaal in 
town or village was announced • lie 
uas a patiiaich visitmg his chUdren, 
not a conqueror, not a vulgai potentate 
displaymg himself to tus admucrs 
Happy were they who heard his a o.ce, 
happier they who touched his hands, 
for his words were full of tenderness, 
his hand was offered to all There 
were none so humble as to be foibid 
den to approach him, none so ignoiant 
as not to know his deeds AU knew 
that to combat in their cause he bad 
descended from piiiicely station, fiom 
luxurious ease, to the position of a 
proscribed and almost beggared outlaw 
For them he had impoverished him- 
self and his family, moitgagcd his 
estates, stripped lumsclf of jewels, 
furniture, almost of food and laimeiit 
Through his exertions the Spaniards 
had been banished from their httle 
territory, the Inquisition crushed with- 
in then: borders, nearly all the sister 

* Bor, X 810 Wogcoacr, vu 1S8 Hoot'd, 
XU 601 o 
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provinces but yesterday banded into a 
common cause. 

He found time, notwithstandmg con- 
gratulatmg crowds who thronged his 
footsteps, to duect the labours of the 
states general, who still looked more 
than ever to his gmdance, as their 
relations with Bon John became moie 
compheated and unsatisfactoiy In a 
letter addressed to them, on the 20th 
of June, from Harlem, he waned 
ahem most eloquently to hold to the 
Ghent Pacification as to thoir anchor 
m the storm. He assured them, if it 
was tom from them, that their des 
truction w as inei liable He reminded 
them that hitheito they had got but 
the shadow , not the substance of the 
Treaty , that they had been robbed oi 
that which was to have been its chief 
flint — union among themselve^ He 
and hiB brothers, with then Imoiii, 
them wealth, and their blood, bad laid 
down the bridge oa tr which the conn 
try bad stepped to the Paoihoation of 
Ghent It w as for the nation to mam 
tarn what had been so pamfuUy won, 
yet be proclaimed to them that the 
government weie not acting in good 
faith, that scciot pieparations weie 
making to annihilate the authoiity r f 
the states, to lestoie the edicts, to put 
stiangers mio high places, and to set 
up again the scaffold and tho aahole 
machine! y of peisccution 

In consequence of the sei/uie of 
Namur Castle, and the accusations 
made by Bon John against Oiange, in 
Older to justify that act, tho Piince 
had alieady dospatehtd Tafifin and 
Samt Aldegonde to the states gencial 
with a commission to doclaie his sen- 
timents upon the subject He ad 
dressed, moreover, to the same body 
a letter full of sinceie and simple elo- 
quence “The Seigneur Bon John,’ 
saidhe, "has acousedme of violatmgtlio 
peace, and of countenancing attempt, 
against liis life, and in endeavouin g 
to persuade you into joining him in i 
declaration of war agamst me and 
agamst Holland and Zealand, hut I 
pray you, most affectionrtely, to ro 

• Ibid , T 830 Hbofd, xii 620 Wagoiiaer, 
vu 169, 100. 
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member our mutual and eolenm obli- made; listen attentively to wbat my 
mtions to maintain the treaty of envoys will communicate to you in 
^ Ghent.” He entreated the states, my behalf; and then, having com- 
therefore, to beware of the artifices pared it with all the proceedmga of 
employed to seduce them from the Seigneur Don John, you will be able 
only path which led to the tranquiUity to form a resolution worthy the rank 
of their common country, and her true which you occupy, and befitting your 
splendour and prosperity. ” I believe obligations to the whole peojde, of 
there is not one of you,” he continued, whom you have been chosen cUefs 
"who can doubt me, if he wiU weigh and protectors by God and by men. 
carefully aU my actions, and consider Put away all considerations which 
closely the course which I am purau- might obscure your clear eyesight ; 
jug and have always pursued. Let all maiutain with magnanimity, and lit" 
these be confronted with the conduct men, the safety of yoursmves, your 
t of Don John, and any man will per- wives, your children, your estetes, 
ceive that all my views of happiness, your liberties ; see that this poor 
both for my country and myself, imply people, whose eyes are fixed upon 
a peaceable enjoyment of the union, you, does not perish; preserve them 
joined with the legitimate restoration from the greediness of those who 
of our liberties, to which all good would grow great at your expense; 
patriots aspire, and towards which all guaid Uiem from the yoke of miser- 
my desigus have ever tended. As all able scivitude ; let not all our poa- 
j the grandeur of Don John, on the tenty lament that, by our puslUan- 
contrary, consists m war, as there is imity, they have lost the hbertjea 
nothing which he so much abhors os which our ancestors had conquered 
repose, as he has given ample proof of for tliem, and bequeathed to them aa 
these inoUnations in all his designs well as to us, and that they have been 
and enterprises, both before and after subjugated by the proud tyranny of 
the Treaty of Harche en Famine, both strangers, 

withm the country and beyond its " Trusting,” said the Ftmco, in eoih 
borders, as it is most manifest that his elusion, “ that you will accord huth 
purpose is, and ever has been, to em- and attention to my envoys, 1 will 
bioU us with our neighbours of Eng- only add an expression of my sinoers 
land and Scotland in new dissensions, determination to employ myself in- 
as it must be evident to every ono of eess.antly in your service, and for the 
you that his protended accusations welfare of the whole people, without 
against me are but colours and sha- sparing any means in my power, nor 
dows to embellish and to shroud his my hfe itself.”^ 

, own desire for war, his appetito for The vigilant Prince was, indeed, not 
vengeance, and his hatred not only to slow to tako advantage of tho Gover- 
me hut to yourselvos, and as his deter- nor’s false move. 'Whilo in ixMlity in- 
mination is, in the words of Escovedo, tending peaoe, if it were possible, I>eu 
to chastise some of us by means of tho John had thrown down the gauntlet; 
rest, and to excite the jealousy of ono whilo aflbcting to deal ojiculy and 
portion of the country agamst tho manfully, like n warrior nvid an em- 
other — ^therefore, gratlemen, do 1 most peror's son, he had involved himself 
affectionately exhort you to found your ill petty Htratiigems aud transparent 
^ decision, as to these matters, not upon intrigues, by all wliicli ho had cnUwd 
^ words but upon actiona Exaiiime nothing but the charaeicr of a plotter, 
carefully my conduct in tho points whoso word coidd not be IroaMk 
concernmg which the charges arc Sauil Aldegoiido cxpi'csscvl the 

1 This letter,^ of date August, JIS87, tbo Btatiinm Bolgii,” tom, i. All. Sdn SOS,— Oetn 
It original- of which is in French, nns never piuo Jlor, x. H80. 

. -bem published. It Is In a collection of ^ Snliit Aldegoiido to Oouiit John « tlbS- 
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tiwt the seieure of Nomui Castle would 
open the eyes of the peojde, and cer- 
tajidy the Prince did his beat to 
tborpen their vision, 

'While in hTorth Holland, William 
of Orange received on urgent invita- 
tion from the magietracy and com- 
munhy of Utrecht to visit that city. 
Hk authori^, belonging to him under 
hk ancient oonuniasion, hod not yet 
been reoognked over that province, 
hat there was no doubt that the con- 
templated convention of “satkfaction” 
was soon to be arranged, for hia friends 
there were numerous and influential. 
Hk princes^ Charlotte de Bourbon, 
who accompanied him on hk tour, 
tiembled at the danger to which her 
husband would expose himself by ven- 
turing thus boldly into a temtoiy 
which might be fidl of hk enemies, 
hut the Prince determined to trust 
the loyalty of a province which he 
hoped woidd be soon his own. With 
anxious forebodings, the Princess fol- 
lowed her husband to the ancient epis- 
copal city. As they entered its gates, 
where an immense concourse was wait- 
ing to receive him, a shot passed 
through the carriage window, and 
struck the Prince upon the breast. 
The affrighted lady threw her arms 
about his neck, shiieking that they 
were betrayed; but the Prince, per- 
ceiving that the supposed shot was 
hut a wad from one of the cannon, 
which were stiil roaring their welcome 
to him, soon succeeded in calming her 
feora.^ The carnage passed slowly 
through the streets, attended by the 
vociferous greetings of the multitude ; 
for the whole population had come 
forth to do him honour. Women and 
children clustered upon every roof and 
hedcony, but a painful incident again 
marred the tranquillity of the occasion. 
An apothecaiys child, a little girl of 
ten years, leaning eagerly from a lofty 
balcony, lost her bidance and fell to 
the ground, directly before the horses 
of tile Prince’s cairisge. She was 
killed stone dead by tbs fa^ The 


procession stopped; the Prince alight 
ed, lifted the littie corpse in hk arms, 
and delivered it, with, gentle words 
and looks of consolation, to the un- 
happy puonts.’ The day seemed 
marked with evil omens, which were 
fortunately destined to prove falla- 
cious. The citizens ‘bf Utrecht be- 
oame more than ever inclined to accept, 
the dominion of the Pi-ince, whom they 
honoured and whom they ah eady 
regarded as their natural chief. They 
entertamed him with banquets and 
festivities during hk brief visit, and it 
was certain before he took liib depait- 
ure that the treaty of “ Satisfaction ” 
would not be long delayed. It was 
drawn up, accordingly, in the autumn 
of the same year, upon the basis nl 
that accepted by Harlem and Amster- 
dam — a bams wide enough to suppoit 
both religions, with a nommal supre- 
macy to the ancient Church.^ 
Meantime, much fruitless correspond 
ence hod taken place between Don 
John and the states. Envoys, do- 
spatched by the two parties to each 
other, had indulged in bitterness and 
recrimination. As soon as the Gover 
noi bad taken possession of Kamiir 
Castle, he bad sent the Seigneur ds 
llassiughem to the states gcneial. 
That gentleman carried ivith him 
copies of two anonymous letters, le 
oeived by Don John upon the 19tli 
and 21st of July 1577, in which a 
conspiracy against bis life and hbei ly 
was roveitied. It was bebeved by tliu 
Governor that Count Lalain, who hid 
secretly invited him to a conference, 
bad laid an ambush for him. It uu 
known that the country was full ot 
disbanded soldiers, and the Govemo. 
asserted confidently that niunbeis of 
desperadoes were lying in jvait for 
him in every village alehouse of 
Hainault and Flanders. He called on 
the states to ferret out these conspira 
tors, and to inflict condign punishment 
upon their more guilty chiefs; he 
required that the soldiers, as wtil se 
the citizens, should be disarmed at 
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BruBsdfl and tbrou(^o'jt Brabant, and 
be jnrtified his eeizuie of Namur, upon 
the general ground that bis life was no 
Longer safe, except in a fortress.^ 

In reply to the letter of the Oover* 
aor, which was dated the 24th of July, 
the states despatched MaroUes, Arch- 
deacon of Ypred, and the Seigneur de 
Bresse, to Namur, with a special mia- 
don to enter mto the whole subject of 
chess grievances.’ These gentlemen, 
profes^ng the utmost devotion to the 
cause of his Majesty’s authoiity and 
the Catholic reh^on, expressed doubts 
13 to the existence of the supposed 
conspiracy. They demanded that Don 
John should denounce the culpnts, 
if any such were known, in order that 
proper chastisement might be instantly 
infiictecL The conversation which en- 
med rasa certainly unsatisfactory. The 
Governor used lofty and somewhat 
threatening language, assuring MaroUes 
that he was at that moment in posses- 
non, not only of Namur but of Ant- 
irerp oitadel; and the deputies accord- 
ingly departed, having accomplished 
rety Uttle by their jouniey. Their 
oadis were scarcely turned, when Don 
John, on his part, immediately ap- 
lointed another commission, consisting 
}f Bassinghem and Qrobb^donck, to 
savel from Namur to Brussels.’ These 
fflvoys carried a long letter of giiev- 
uices, enclosing a short list of de- 
nonds.’ The letter reiterated his com- 
ilaints about conspiracies, and his 
irotestations of sincerity. It was fuU 
if censure upon the Prince of Orange ; 
stigmatised his intrl^es to obtain 
IQSSession of A ma terdam without a 
iroper ‘'Satisfaction," and of Utrecht, 
,0 which he had no chum at oU. It 
nointamed that the HoUandere aud 
Zealand^ were bent upon utterly 
ixterminating the Cathoho religion, 
md that they avowed jiubUcly &eir 
intention to refuse obedience to the 
issemhly-general, should it decree the 
minteuance of the ancient worship 

1 Bee the letter of Don John ill Dur, x, 
133 s Bor, XI. 834 

’ Bor, xL Sill, 835. Discours ^mmior, 
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only. His ohief Acmauds were that 
the states should send him a list of 
persons qualified to bo members of the 
general assembly, that he might see 
whether there were not individuals 
among them whom he might choose 
to reject. He further required that, 
if the Prince of Orange did not in- 
stantly fulfil the treaty of Ghent, tlie 
states should cease to hold any com- 
municelion with him. He also sum- 
moned the states to provide him forth- 
with with a suitable body-guard.’ 

To these demands, and complaints, 
the estates rephed by a sti^g of 
resolutions.’ They made their usual 
protestations of attachment to his 
Majesty and the Catholic ^th, and 
they granted willingly a foot-guard of 
three hundred arifiicrs. They, how- 
ever, stoutly denied the Governor's 
right to make ohminations m their 
lists of deputies, becausa, from time 
immcmon^, these representativea had 
been chosen by the deigy, nobles, 
cities, and boroughs The names might 
change daily, nor were there any 
suspicious ones among them, but it 
was a matter with which the Governor 
had no concern. They promised that 
every efiort should he made to bnng 
about the execution of the treaty by 
the Piince of Oi-angc. They begged 
Don John, however, to abuidou the 
citadel ot Namur, and ga\e him ti> 
unduist.md th.it bis secret practices 
had been discovered, a large packet of 
letters having recently boon inters 
cepted in the neiglibourhood of Bour- 
deaux, aud scut to the Prince of 
Orange.' Among them were some 
of the despatches of Don John and 
Escovedo, to his Majesty and to 
Antonio Perez, to which allusion has 
already been made. 

Count Bossu. De Bresse, and Meet- 
koicke were the envoys depute,! to 
convoy these resolutions to Namur, 
They had a long and bitter conversa- 
tion with Don John, who complaiuetl 

7 Thoy had fdleu Into the bauds of Hemy 
of Navarre, who had forwarded thorn to tbs 
l*riiico of Ornugo, by wbom tboy wen laU 
boforo tbo doputLea of tbo atatei.gsiisniX on 
tbo sstb of vlt, ill. lloo^ 
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more fuiioualy tban erer of the con- 
qniacisB against his person, and of th/ 
intrigues of Orange. He insisted that 
this aroh-traitor had been sowing the 
seed of his damnable doctrines broad- 
cast through the Netherlands; that 
the earth was groaning with a daily 
ripening harrest of rebellion andheresy. 
It was &ne, he cried, for the states to 
abandon the Prince, and rally round 
their King. Patience had been ex- 
hausted. He had himself done all, and 
more than could have been demanded. 
He had faithfully executed the Ghent 
Pacification, but his conduct had 
neither elicited gratitude nor inspired 
confidence.^ 

The deputies replied, that to the 
due execution of the Ghent treaty it 
was necesiiary that he should disbud 
the German troops, assemble the states- 
geneial, and cany out their resolutions 
Until ^eae things, now undone, had 
bean accomplished, he had no right to 
dead his faithful fulfilment of the 
Pacification. After mueh eonversation 
— in which the same grievances wore 
repeated, the same statements pro- 
duced and contradicted, the same de- 
mands urged and evaded, and the same 
menaces exchanged oa upon former 
occasions — ^the deputies returned to 
Brussels.^ 

Immediately after their departure, 
Hon John learned the result of his 
project upon Antwerp Castle. It will 
be remembered that he had ivithdrawn 
Aerschot, under pretext of requiring 
his company on the visit to Queen 
Hargaret, and that he had substituted 
Treslong, an unscrupulous partisan of 
his own, in the government of the 
citadeL The temporary commander 
soon found, however, that he hod un- 
dertaken more than he could perform. 
The troops under Yan Bnde were re. 
fused admittance into the town, al- 
though permission to quarter them 
there had been requested by the 
Govemor-GeneroL^ The authorities 
hod been assured that the troops were 
necessary for the protection of their 
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city, but the magistrates had learned, 
but too recently, the nature of the 
protection which Yan Ende, with hu 
mercenaries, would afford. A detach- 
ment of states troops under He Yers, 
Champagny’s nephew, encountered the 
regiment of Van Ende, and put it to 
flight with considerable loss. At the 
same time, an officer in the garrison of 
the citadel itself. Captain He Boms, 
undertook secretly to carry the fort- 
ress for the estates His operations 
were secret and rapid. The Seigneur 
de Liedekerke had succeeded Cham- 
pagny in the government of the city. 
This appointment had been brought 
about by the agency of the Gro&r 
Martini, a warm partisan of. Orange. 
The new Governor was known to be 
very much the Prince’s fiiend, ami 
believed to be at heart a conwrt to 
the Keformed rehgion. With Mai tiiii 
and Liedekerke, He Bours arrimgcd 
his plot Ho was supplied with a large 
sum of money, readily fiiinished in 
secret by the leading mercantile hoiiiCS 
of the city. These Wds were success- 
fully invested m gaining over tho gar- 
rison, only one company holding finn 
for Treslong. The lest, as that officer 
himself informed Hon John, weio 
ready at any moment “to take him by 
the throat.”* 

On the Ist of August, the day fixed 
upon in concert with the Governoi and 
Groffier, he was, in fact, taken by the 
throat. There was but a brief combat, 
the issue of which became accidentally 
doubtful in tho city. The white- 
plumed hat of He Bours had been 
struck from his head in the struggle, 
and had fallen into the foes. Floating 
out into the river, it had been recog- 
nised by the scouts sent out by the 
personages most mterested, ,g,nd the 
information was quickly brought to 
Liedekerke, who was lying concealed 
in the house of Martim, awaiting the 
result. Their dismay was great, but 
Martini, having more confidence than 
the Governor, sallied forth to learn the 
whole truth.* Scarcely had he got 

zl. 933, eqq. Letter of Treslong to Don 
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(nto the streetB Hum he heard a wel- 
come oiy. “The Beggars have the 
caalle I Hie Beggars have the casHe t " 
shouted a hundnd voices.’' He soon 
met a lieutenant coming straight from 
the fortress, who related to him the 
whole affiur. Learning that De Bouts 
was complete’^ victorious, and that 
Treslong was a prisoner. Martini has- 
tened with the important intelligence 
to his own home, where Liedekerke 
lay concealed. That functionary now 
repaired to the citadel, whither the 
magistrates, the leading citizens, and 
' the chief merchants were instantly 
summoned. The castle was carried 
hut the city was already trembling 
with apprehension lest the German 
mercenaries quartered within its walls, 
should rise with indignation or panic, 
and Repeat the homd tiagedy of The 
Antwerp Fury.* 

In truth, there seemed danger of 
such a catastrophe. The secret cor- 
respondence of Don John with the 
colonels was already discovered,* and 
it was seen how warmly he had im- 
pressed upon the men with whom ho 
had been tampering, “that the die was 
csst, and that all their art was neces- 
sary to make it turn up successfully.”* 
The castle was carried, but what would 
become of the city ? A brief and eager 
consultation teiminated in an imme- 
diate offer of three hundred thousand 
crowns by the leading merchants. This 
money was to bo employed in amicably 
satisf^ng, ' if possible, the Gei-man 
Boldiera, who had meanwhile actually 
come to arms, and were assembled m 
the Blace de Meer. Feeling unsafe, 
however, in this locality, their colonels 
hod led them into the new town. Here, 
having barricaded themselves with gun- 
carriages, bales, and boxes, they await- 
ed, instead of initiatmg, the events 
which the day might bring forth.® A 
deputation soon arrived with a white 


flag from the castle, and commlssioneM 
were appointed by the commanding 
officers (rf the soldiery. The offer was 
mads to pay over the arrears of their 
wages, at least to a very large amount, 
on condition that the troops would 
forthwith and for ever evacuate the 
city. One hundred and fifty thousand 
crowns were offered on the nail. The 
merchants stood on the bridge leadmg 
fiom the old to-wn to the new, in full 
sight of the soldiers. They held in 
their hands their purses, filled with the 
glittering gold. The soldiers were 
frantic with the opportunity, and 
swore that they wo^d have their 
officers’ lives, if the tempting and un- 
expected offer should bo declined, 
nevertheless, the commissioners went 
to and fro, ever finding something to 
alter or arrange. In truth, the mer- 
chants had agreed to furnish, if neces- 
sary, three hundred thousimd crowns ; 
but the thrifty negotiators were dis- 
posed, if diplomacy could do it, to save 
the moiety of that sum. Day began 
to sink, ere the baigam was complex, 
when suddenly soils were descried in 
the distance, and presently a large 
fleet of war vessels, with banner and 
pennon flying before a favouring 
breeze, came sailing up the Scheldt 
It was a squadron of the Prince’s ships, 
under command of Admiral Haul- 
tain. He had been sent against Tholen, 
but, haTungreceivedsecrot intelligence, 
had, with happy audacity, seized the 
opportunity of striking a blow in the 
cause which he bad served so faith- 
fully. A shot or two filed from the 
vessels among the barricades hod a 
quickening ^ect. A sudden and 
astounding panic seized the soldiers. 
“ The Beggars are commg ' the Beggars 
are coming 1”^ they yelled in dismay; 
for the deeds of the ocean-beggars hod 
not become less appalling since the 
memorable siege of Leyden. The mer- 
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ohantB still stood on the biidge irith 
their purses in their hand. The envoys 
from the castle still waved their white 
flags. It was too late. The horror 
inspired by the wild Zealanders over- 
powered the hope of wages, extin- 
guished all confidence in the friendship 
of the citizens. The mercenaries, 
yielding to a violent paroxysm of 
fear, fl^ hither and thither, panting, 
doubling, skulking, like wolves before 
the hounds.’’^ Their flight was ludi- 
crous. Without staying to accept the 
money which the merchants were 
actually ofibrmg, without packing up 
their own property, in many cases even 
throwing away their arms, they fled, 
helter skelter, some plungpng into tho 
Scheld, some skimming idong the 
dykes, some rushing across the open 
fields. 

A portion of them under Colonel 
Fugger, afterwards shut themselves up 
in Bergen op Zoom, where they were 
at once besieged by Champagny, and 
were soon glad to compromise the 
matter by surrendering their colonel, 
and laying down their arms.’ The 
remainder retreated to Breda, where 
they held out for two months, and 
were at length overcome by a neat 
stuatagem of Orange. A captain, be- 
ing known to be in the employment 
of Don John, was arrested on his way 
to Breda. Carefully sewed up in his 
waistband was found a letter, of a 
finger’s breadth, written in cipher, and 


was himsdf besieged, and unable to 
render biui assistance. The same oap 
tain who had brought the real lettei 
was bribed to deliver the counterfeit. 
This task he faithfully performed 
spreading the fictitious intelligence 
besides, with such ardour through the 
town, ihat the troops fose upon tlicii 
leader, and surrendered him with the 
city and their own arms, into the cue 
tody of the estates. Such was the re 
suit of the attempt by Don John tc 
seoure the citadel of Antwerp. Nul 
only was the fortress earned for the 
estates, but the city itself, for the firal 
time in twelve years, was relievet 
fi'om a foreign soldiery.^ ■ 

Tho rage and disappointment of thi 
Gtovemor-General were excessive. Hi 
had boasted to Mnrolles a day to( 
soon. The prize which he though 
already in his girisp had slippei 
through his fingcis, while an mter 
minable list of domaiids which hi 
dreamed not of, and which wen 
likely to make him bankrupt, wen 
brought to his door. To the states 
not himself, the tnumph seemed fo 
tho moment decreed. The ‘'dice’ 
had taken a run against him, notwith 
standing his pains in loading aiu 
throwing. Fevcrtheless, he did no 
yet despair of revenge. “ Thes' 
rebels," he wrote to the Empress 
dowager, his sister, "think that for 
tune is all smiles for them now, anc 
that all IB ruin for me. The wretehc 


scaled with the GovemoivGencral'B i 
seal. Colonel Frondsherger, com- 
manding in Breda, was in t^s mis - ' 
sive earnestly solicited to hold out 
two months longer, within which 
time a cert^ relief was promised. 
In place of this letter, deciphered with 
much difficulty, a new one was sub- 
stituted, which the celebrated printer, 
William Sylvius, of Antwerp, prepared 
with great adroitness, adding the sig- 
nature and se^ of Don John.^ & 
this counterfeit epistle, the Colonel 
was directed to do the best he could 
for himseif, by reason that Don John 

* " Als wolven die nagsjagt wordon van 
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are growing proud enough, and foigc 
that their cbostisement, some fine 
morning, will yet arrive.” ’ 

On the 7th of August, he addrcsiw 
another long letter to the estates 
This document wras accompanied, as 
usual, by certain demands, diawn u] 
categorically in twenty-three articles.' 
The estates considered his terms bare 
and strange, for in their opinion i< 
was themselves, not tho Govemoi 
who weie masters of the situation 
Nevertheless, he seemed inclined te 
treat as if he had gained, not missed 
the citadel of Antwerp; as if the 

* Bor, au. 86S, 857. Boofd, xil 623 
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troops with whom he had tampered 
were mustered in the field, not dixxb 
iq> in distant towns, and already at 
the mercy oi the stetsa paii^. The 
Governor demanded that ^ the forces 
of the country should be placed under 
bis own immediate control; that 
Count Bossn, er some other person 
nominated by himself, should be ap- 
pointed to the government of Fries- 
land ; that the people of Brabant and 
Flanders should set themselves in- 
stantly to hunting, catching, and 
chastising all vagrant heretics and 
preachers. He required, in particular, 
that Saint Aldegonde and Theron, 
those most mischievous rebels, should 
be prohibited from setting their foot 
in any city of the Netherlands. He 
insistra that the community of Brus- 
sels diould lay down their arms, and 
resume their ordinary handicrafts. He 
demanded that the Prince of Orange 
should be made to execute the Ghent 
treaty ; to suppress the exercise of the 
lieformed religion in Harlem, Schoon- 
hoven, and other places j to withdraw 
Uis aimed vessels from their threaten- 
ing stations, and to restore Nieuport, 
unjustly detained by him. Should 
the Frmce persist in his obstinacy, 
Don John summoned them to take 
arms against him, and to support their 
lawful Governor. He, moi'eover, re- 
quired the immediate restitution of 
Antwerp citadel, and the release of 
Trealong from prison.^ 

Although, regarded from the Span- 
ish point of view, such demands might 
seem reasonable, it was also natural 
that their audacity should astonish 
the estates. That the man who had 
violated so openly the Ghent treaty 
should rebuke the Prince for his de- 
fardt--that the man who had tampered 
with fte German mercenaries until 
they were on the point of making 
another Antwerp Fury, should now 
claim the command over them and all 
other troops — ^that the man who had 
attempted to gam Antwerp citadel by 
a base stratagem should now coolly 
demand its'fe^ration, seeii^d to them 
the perfection of insolence.' The haf- 

1 Letter of Don John/ 7 Aug XS77. — Bor, 
XL 839,810 


fied conspirator boldly claimed th 
prise which was to have rewarded . 
Buccessful perfidy. At the very me 
mmit when the Escovedo letters and 
the correspondence with the German 
colonels had been laid befoi-e their 
eyes, it was a little too much that the 
double-dealing bastard of the double- 
dealing Emperor should read them a 
lecture upon sincerity. It was certain 
that the perplexed and outwitted 
warrior had placed himself at last in 
a very false position. The Prince of 
Orange, with his usual ad^itness, 
made the most of his adveisaiy’s falsa 
moves. Don John had only succeeded 
in digging a pitfall for himself. His 
stratagems against Namur and Ant- 
werp had produced him no fruit, 
saving the character, which his anta- 
gonist now fuUy succeeded m establish- 
ing for him, of an unscrupulous and 
arriul schemer. This reputation was 
enhanced by the discovery of the 
intercepted letters, and by the ingenu- 
ity and eagerness with which they 
were turned to account agaioBt him 
by the Piince, by Saint Aldegonde, 

I and all the anti-Catbolic party. The 
true key to bis reluctance against de- 
spatching the troops by land, the states 
hadnotobta.med. They did not dream 
of his romantic designs upon England, 
and were therefoie excusable in attri- 
buting a still deeper perfidy to hia 
arrangements. 

Eien had be been sent to the 
Ncthcilauds in the full possession of 
his faculties, he would have been no 
match in political combinations for bis 
powerful antagonists. Hood-winked 
and fettered, suspected by his toaater, 
baffled, bewildered, irritated by his 
adversary, what could he qo but 
plunge from one difficulty to another, 
and oscillate between extrqyagant 
menace and desponding contession, 
until his hopes and life ivera wasted 
quite away! His instructions came 
bom Philip through Feiez, and that 
most profound dissembler, as we have 
seen, systematically deceived ’ the Go- 
vernor, with the view of eliciting 
treasonable matters, Philip wishing 

a jfemonal dc Ant Feres, Obms y Be- 
laeioues, p. 309, 




if pOBtiUe, to obtain pTOO& of Don 
Join’s Boofet desigiiB agamst Ub 
grown. Thus every letter from Sp^ 
was filled with falra information and 
with lying persuasions.^ No doubt 
the OOTemor considered himself en- 
titled to wear a crown, and meant to 
win it, if not in Africa, then in Eng- 
land, or wherever fate might look 
propitiously upon him. He was of 
the stuff of which crusaders 'and 
dynasty founders had been made, at a 
somewhat earlier epoch. Who could 
have conquered the holy sepulchre, 
or wrested a crown from its lawful 
wearer, whether in Italy, Muscovy, 
the Orient, or in the British Ultima 
Thule, more bravely than this imperial 
bastard, this valiant and romantic ad- 
venturer) Unfortunately, he came a 
few centuries too late. The days when 
dynasties were founded, and European 
thrones appropriated by a few foreign 
freebootm, had passed, and had not 
yet returned. He had come to the 
Netherlands desirous of smoothing 
over difficulties and of making a 
peaceful termination to that rebellion 
a st^ping-stone to his Enghsh throne. 
He was doomed to a profound disap- 
pointment, a broken heart, and a pre- 
mature grave, instead of the ghttenng 
baubles which he pursued. Already 
he found himself bitterly deceived m 
his hopes. The obstinate Nether- 
landers would not love him, notwith- 
standing the good wishes he had 
manife^d. They would not even 
love the King of Spain, notwithstand- 
ing the blessings which his Majesty 
was declared to have heaped upon 
them. On the contrary, they per- 
sisted in wasting their perverse affec- 
tions upon the pestilent Prince of 
Orange. That heretic was leading 
them to destruction, for he was shew- 
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ing them the road to liherty, and 
nothing, in the ^es of the Qovernor, 
could be more pitiable than to behold ' 
an innocent people setting forth upon 
such a journey. “In truth,” said ho, 
bitterly, in his memorable letter to 
his sister the Empress, “ they are will- 
ing to recognise neither God nor king. 
They pret^d to liberty in all things: 
so that 'tis a great pity to see how 
they are going on ; to see the impu- 
dence and disrespect with which they 
rejiay his Majesty for the favouis 
whidi he has shewn them, and me for 
the labours, indignities, and dangers 
which I have undergone for their 
sakes.”® 

Nothing, indeed, in the Coremor’s 
opinion, could suipass the insolence of 
the Netherlanders, save there ingrati- 
tude. That was the serpent’s iootii 
which was ever wounding the clement 
King and his indignant brother. It 
seemed so bitter to meet with thank- 
lessness, after seven years of Alva and 
three of Bequesens ; after the labours 
of the Blood-Council, the massacres of 
Noarden, Zutphen, and Harlem, the 
siege of Leyden, and the fury of Ant- 
werp. “Little profit there has been," 
said the Governor to his sister, “ or is 
Uke to be from all the good which ws 
have done to these bad people. In 
short, they love and obey in all things 
the most perverse and heretic tyiant 
and rebel in the whole world, which is 
this damned Prince of Orange, while, on 
the contrary, without fear of Gcid or 
shame before men, they abhor and 
dishonour the name and comm.and- 
ments of their natural sovereign”^ 
Therefore, with a doubting spirit, and 
almost with a broken heart, had the 
warrior shut himself up in Namur 
Castle, to await the progress of |vent3, 
and to escape from the snares of his 


1 Momonal of Antonio Forez, passim — 
Compare Higneh Antomo Perez et FUilippo 
II., BruxeUes, 1845, pp lG-21, 
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enemieB. " Qod hum horn much I de- 
lire to avoid extremitiei,’' snid he, "but 
I know not what to do with men who 
shew themselyes so obstinately rebel- 
Jioua’’^ 

Thus pathetically Bon John be- 
wailed his fate. The nation had 
turned from ^od, from Phihp, from 
himself ; yet he still sat in hia csetie, 
detenmn^to save them fiom deatruc- 
tion and his oivn hands from blood- 
shed, if such an issue were yet pos- 
sible. Ifor was he entirely deseited, 
for among the faithless a few were 
faithful still. Although the people 
were in open revolt, there was still 
a handful of nobles resolved to do their 
duty towards their Qod and King. 
“ This little hand,” said the Governor, 
“ has aecompanied me hither, like 
gentlemen and chevaliers of honour.” * 
lira'^ Eeilaymont and his four sons 
were loj.U to the last, but others of 
this limited number of gentlemen and 
chevalieis of honour were already de- 
serting him. As soon as the result of 
the enterprise against Antwerp citadel 
was known, and the storm was gather- 
ing most darkly over the royal cause, 
Aorsohot and HavoS were first to spread 
their wmgs and flutter away in search 
of a more congenial atmosphere.* In 
September, the Duke was agam as he 
hod always professed himself to be, 
with some important intervals of ex- 
ception — •' the affectionate brother and 
cordial friend of the Prinoe of Orange.”* 

The letter addressed by Bun J^ohn 
to the states upon the 7th of August, 
hod not yet been answered Feeling, 
soon afterwards, more sensible of bis 
position, and perhaps less inflamed 
with indignation, ho adchessed another 
oommumcation to them, upon the 13th 
of the same month. In this epistle he 
expressed an extreme desire for peace, 
and a hearty desiie to he relieved, if 
possible, from his most painful situa- ! 
tion. He protested, before Qod and I 
man, that his intentions were most I 
honest, and that he abhorred war more j 
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than anything else in the world. He 
averred that, if his person was as odioos 
to them as it seemed, he was only too 
ready to leave the land, as soon as the 
King should appoint bis sucoessor, 

I He reminded them that the question 
I of peace or war' lay not with himself, 
but with them ; and that the world 
would denounce as guilty those with 
whom rested the responsibility. He 
concluded with an observation which, 
mitshumihty,BeemedsufficientIyuoni- 
cal, that if they had quite finished the 
perusal of the despati^ea from Madrid 
I to his address, which they had inter- 
cepted, he should ho thankful for an 
opportunity of reading them himself. 
He expressed a hope, therefore, that 
they would he forwarded to Hamur.* 
This letter was answered at consider- 
able length, upon the second day. The 
states mode their customary protesta- 
tions of attachment to his Majesty, 
their fidehty to the Catholic chui'ch, 
their determination to maintain both 
the Ghent treaty and the Perpetual 
Edict. They denied all responsibility 
for the present disastrous condition of 
the relations between themselves and 
government, having disbonded nearly 
all their own troops, while the Gover- 
nor had been stren^hening his forces 
op to the period of his retreat into 
Kamur. He protested, indeed, friend- 
ship and a sincere desii e for peace, hut 
the Intel cepted letteis of Escovedo and 
his own lud levealed to them the evil 
counsels to which he had been listen- 
ing, and the intrigues which he had 
been conducting. They left it to his 
conscience whether they could reason- 
ably believe, after the perusal of these 
documouts, that it was his intention 
to maintain the Ghent treaty, or any 
treaty; and whether they were not 
justifi^ m their resort to the natural 
light of self-defence.* 

Don John was already fully aware 
of the desperate error which he had 
committed. In seizing Namur and 
attemptmg Antwerp, he bad thrown 
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down tlie gatmtlet. Wishing peace, 
he hod, in a panic of lage and anxiety, 
declared and enacted war. The bridge 
was broken behind Idm, the ships 
burned, a gulf opened, a return to 
peace rendered almost impassible. 
Yet it is painful to observe the almost 
passionate longings which at times 
seemed to possess him for accommoda- 
ting the quarrel, together with his 
absolute incapacity to appreciate his 
position. The Pnnce was triumphant ; 
the Governor in a trap. Moreover, 
it was a tr.ap which he had not only 
entered voluntarily, but which he had 
set himself; he had played into the 
Prince’s hands, and was ^ntic to see 
his adversary tranquilly winning the 
game. It was almost melancholy to 
observe the gradation of his tone from 
haughty indignation to dismal con- 
cession. In an elaborate letter which 
he addressed “to the particular states, 
trishops,- councillors, and cities of the 
Keiherlands," he protested as to the 
innocence of his intentions, and com- 
plained bitterly of the calumnies cir- 
culated to his discredit by the Prince 
of Orange. He denied any intention 
of recalling the troops which ho had 
diemissed, except in case of absolute 
necessity. He affirmed that his Ma- 
jesty sincerely desired peace. He 
averred that the country was either 
against the King, against the Catholic 
religion, against himself, or against all 
three together. He bitterly asked 
what further concessions were required. 
Had he not done all he had ever pro- 
mised? Had he not discharged the 
Spaniards, placed the castles in the 
hands of natives, restored the privi- 
leges, submitted to insults and inde- 
cencies! Yet, in spite of all which 
had passed, he declared his rcadmesa 
to resign, if another prince or princess 
of the blood more acceptable to them 
could be appointed.^ The letter to 
the states was followed by a proposi- 
tion for a cessation of hostilities, and 
for the appointment of a commission 
to devise means for faithfully execu- 
ting the Ghent treaty. This propoai- 
tion was renewed, a few days later. 
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together with an offer for an exchang< 
of hostages.0 

It was not difficult for the estates t 
answer the letters of the Governor. 
Indeed, there was but little look of 
argument on either side throughout 
this unhappy controversy. It is dis- 
mal to contemplate ties interminable 
exchange of protocols, declarations, 
deman(^, aportilles, replications and 
rejoinders, which mode up the sub- 
stance of Don John’s administration. 
Never was chivalrous crusader so out 
of place. It was not a soldier that n ns 
then required for Philip’s exigency, 
but a scribe. Instead of the famous 
sword of Lepanto, the “barbarous 
pen" of Hoppenis had beeii much 
more suitable for the work required. 
Scribbling Joachim in a war-galley, 
yard-arm and yard-arm with the„Tur- 
kislr captain-pacha, could have hnrtUy 
felt less at ease than did the bnlliaiit 
warrior thus condemned to scrawl and 
dissemble 'While mai ching from con- 
cession to coiico.-sion, he found the 
states conceiving daily more distrust 
and making daily deeper encroach 
ments. Moreover, his deeds up to 
the time when he seemed desirous to 
retrace his steps had certainly been, 
at the least, equivocah Therefore, it 
was natural for the estates, m reply to 
the questions in his letter, to observe 
that he had indeed dismissed the 
Spaniards, but that he had tampered 
with and retained the Germans ; that 
he had indeed placed the citadels ui 
the hands of natives, but that he had 
tried his best to wrest them away 
again; that he had indeed professed 
anxiety for peace, but that his inter- 
cepted lettem proved his preparatiuiis 
for war,* Already thero were rumoui s 
of Spanish troops returning in small 
dotaohmente out of France. Already 
the Governor was known to be enrol- 
ling fresh mercenaries to supply the 
place of those whom he had unsuccess- 
fully endeavoured to gain to his stan- 
dard As early as the 26th of July, in 
fact, the Marquis d’Ayamonte in Milan, 
and Don Juan de Idiaqu-z in Genoa, 
had receiTOd letters from Don John of 
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Austria, stating that, as the provinces 
bad proved false to iheir engagements, 
he would no longer he hdd hy his own, 
and intimating his desire that the 
veteran troops which had hut so re- 
cently heen disnuBsed from Flanders, 
^ould forthwith return.^ Soon after- 
wards, AlemTitter Famese, Prince of 
Parma, 'received instructions from the 
King to superintend these movements, 
and to carry the aid of his own already 
distinguished military genius to his 
uncle in the Ketherlauds ’ 

On the other hand, the states felt 
their strength daily more sensibly. 
Gruided, as usual, hy Orange, they h^ 
already assumed a tone in their corrcs- 
pondenee which must have seemed 
often disloyal, and sometimes positive- 
ly insulting, to the Governor. They 
evemanswered his hints of re3ign.ation 
ill favour of some other prince of the 
blood, by expressing their hopes that 
his Bucccasor, if a member of the royal 
house at all, would at least he a legiti- 
mate one.* This was a severe thrust at 
the haughty chieftain, whose imperial 
sirs rarely betrayed any consciousness 
of Barbara Blomberg and the bend 
sinister on his shield. He was made 
to understand, through the medium of 
Btahontine hluntness, that more im- 
portance was attached to the marriage 
ceremony in the Netherlands than he 
seemed to imagine. The categorical 
demands made by the estates seemed 
even more indigestible than such col- 
lateral affronts, for they had now for- 
mally affirmed the views of Orange as 
to the constitutional government of 
the provinces. In their letter of 26th 
August, they expressed their willing- 
nesB, notwithstanding the past delin- 
quencies of the Governor, to yield him 
their confidence again; hut, at the 
same time, they enumerated condi- 
tions which, with his education and 
views, could hardly seem to him ad- 
missible. They required him to dis- 
band all the soldiers in his service, to 
send tho Germans instantly out of the 
country, to dismiss every foreigner 
from office,*whether civil yt military, 
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and to renounce his secret league with 
the Bnhe of Guise. They insisted 
that he should thenceforth govern 
only with the advice and consent of 
the State Coundl, that he shovdd exe- 
cute that which should hy a majority 
of votes he ordained there, that neither 
measures nor despatches should he 
binding or authentio unless drawn up 
at that hoaid.* These certtinly were 
views of admimatmtion which, even if 
consonant with a sound historical view 
of the Netherland constitutions, hardly 
tallied 'with his monarch’s instructions, 
his own opinions, or the practice under 
Alva and Ecqiiesens ; but the country 
was still in a state of rerolntion, and 
the party of the Prince was gaining 
tho upper hand. 

It was the determination of that 
great statesman, according to that 
which he considered the legitimate 
practice of the government, to restore 
the administration to the State Coun- 
cil, which executive body ought of 
right to he appointed hy the statea- 
general. tn the states-geuerol, as in 
the states-particiilar, a constant care 
was to he taken towards ■:trengthening 
the most popular elem'mt, the “ com- 
munity” of each city, the aggregate, 
that is to say, of its giiUd-representar 
tives and its admitted burghers. This 
was, in the oiiiuioii of the Prince, the 
true theory of the government— re- 
publican iu all hut form — under the 
hercditaiy protection, uot the despotic 
authority, of a family, whose nghts 
were now neaily foileited, It was 
a great step in advance that these 
views should come to he thus formally 
announced, not in Holland and Zealand 
only, hut hy the deputies of the states- 
general, altiiough such a doctrine, to 
the proud stomach of Don John, 
seemed sufficiently repulsive. Not less 
BO was tho cool intimation with which 
the paper concluded, that if he should 
execute his threat of lesigning, the 
country would bear his loss with forti- 
tude, coupled as was that statement 
with a declaration that, until his suc- 
cessor should be appointed, the State 
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Coundl would couaidor itself charged 
nd tntenm with the government. In 
the meantime, the Governor was re- 
quested not to calumniate the estates 
to foreign governments, os he had so 
recently done in his intercepted letter 
to the Empi’ess-dowager.* 

Upon receiving tluB letter, "Don 
John,” says a faithful old chronicler, 
" found that the cranes had invited the 
fox to dfimer.” ’ In truth, the illus- 
trious soldier was never very successful 
in his efforts, fur which his enemies 
gave him credit, to piece out the skin 
of the lion with that of the fox.’ He 
now felt himself exposed and out- 
witted, while he did not feel conscious 
of any very dark design. He answered 
the letter of the states hy a long com- 
munication, dated from Kamur castle, 
28th of August ’ In style, he was 
comparatively temperate, but the jus- 
tification wMch ho attempted of his 
post conduct was not veiy happy. He 
noticed the three different points which 
formed the leading artidss of the accu- 
sation brought against him, the matter, 
namely, of the mtercepted letters, of 
the mtriguea with the German colonels, 
and the seizure of Kamur. He did 
not deny the aiilhorship of the letters, 
but contented himself with a reference 
to their date, as if its priority to his 
installation as Governor furnished a 
sufficient palliation of the bad faith 
which the letters revealed.' As to the 
despatches of Escovedo, he denied 
responsibility for any stotements or 
opinions which they might contain. 
As the Secretary, however, was known 
to be his most confidential fiiend, this 
attempt to shuffle off his own com- 
plicity was held to be both lame and 
unhandsome. As for tlio correspond- 
ence with the colonels, his defence was 
hardly more successful, and lested 
upon a general recrimination upon the 
Prince of Orange. As that personage 
was agitating and turbulent, it was not 
possible, the Governor urg^, that he 


should himself remain quiet. It waa^ 
out of his power to execute tiie treaty 
and the edict, in the face of a notorious 
omission on the part of his adversary 
to enforce the one or to publish the 
other. It comported neither with his 
dignity nor his safely to lay down his 
weapons while the P:>ince and ins 
adherents were arming. He should 
have placed himself “ in a very foolisn 
position,” had he allowed himself un- 
armed to be dictated to by the armed. 
In defence of himself on the thud 
point, the seizure of Kamur Castle, he 
recounted the various circumstances 
with which the reader is already ac- 
quainted. He laid particular stress 
upon the dramatic manner iq which 
the Yicomte de Gand had drawn his 
curtains at the dead of mght; ha 
narrated at great length the onions 
warning which he had likewise received 
from the Duke of Aerschot in Brussels, 
and concluded with a circumstantial 
account of tho ambush which he be. 
Ueved to have been laid for him by 
Count de Lalain “ The letter conclud- 
ed with a hope for an arrangement of 
difficulties, not yet admitted by the 
Governor to be insurmountable, and 
with a request for a formal conference 
accompanied by an exchange of hosti 
ages^ 

IVhile this corre^ondence Wiis pro- 
ceeding between Kamur and Brussels, 
on event was occurring in Antwerp 
which gave much satisfaction to 
Orange. Tho Spanish Fury, and the 
recent unsucces^ul attempt of Don 
John to master the famous citadel, 
had determined the authorities to take 
the counsel which the Prince had so 
often given in vain, and the forticss 
of Antwerp was at length razed to the 
ground, on tho side towards the city.® 
It w'ould bo more correct to tfay that 
it was not the authorities, but the city 
itself which rose at last and thi-ew off 
the saddle by which it had so long 
been galled. More than ten thousand 
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penons were couataatly at work, mom- 
mg, noon, and night, until the demoli- 
tion was accomplished.^ Grave magis- 
trates, great nobles, fair ladies, citizens 
and ^eir wive^ beggars and their 
ebildren, oil wrought together pell- 
mell. All were anzious to have a hand 
in destroying the nest where so many 
murders had been hatched, whence so 
much desolation had flown The task 
was not a long one for workmen so 
much in earnest, and the fortiess was 
soon laid low in the quarter where it 
could be injurious to the inhabitants. 
As the work proceeded, the old statue 
of Alva was discovered in a forgotten 
crypt,’ where it had Iain since it hod 
bMn thrown down by the order of 
Bequesens. Amid the destiuction of 
the fortress, the gigantic phantom of 
its fsunder seemed to slait suddenly 
from the gloom, but the apparition 
added fresh fuel to the rage of the 
people. The image of the execrated 
Governor was fastened upon with as 
much fierceness as if the bronze efiigy 
could feel their blows, or comprehend 
their wrath. It was brought foith 
irom its dark liidm^-plare into the 
daylight. Thousands of hands were 
ready to drag it through the streets 
for universal inspection and outrage. 
A thousand sledge-hammers were 
ready to dash it to pieces, with a slight 
portion, at least, of the satisfaction 
with which those who wielded them 
would have dealt the same blows upon 
the head of the tyrant himself. It 
was soon reduced to a sbapdess mass. 
Small portions were carried away and 


preserved for generations in families as 
heirlooms of Imtred. The bulk wasmelt- 
ed again and reconverted, by a most 
natural metamozphoais, into iiie cannon 
from which it h^ originally sprung.’ 

The razing of the Antwerp citadel 
set an example which was followed in 
other places; the castle of Ghent, in 
particular, being immediately levelled, 
amid demonstrations of universal en- 
thusiasm.* Meantime, the coi>espond- 
ence between Don John and the estates 
at Brussels dragged its slow length 
along, while at the same time, two 
elaboiate letters were addressed to ifre 
King, on the 24th of August and the 
8th of September, by the estates-gene- 
ral of the Netherlands These docu- 
ments, which were long and aide, gave 
a vigorous representation of post evils, 
and of the present complication of 
disoiders under which the Common- 
wealth was labourmg They asked, 
as usual, for a royal remedy; and cx- 
presned their doubta whether there 
could bo any aincere leconoiliation so 
long as the present Governor, whoso 
dupUcity and insolence theyrepresented 
in a vei 7 striu^g J^skt- should remain 
in office. Shouldhis Majesty, however, 
prefer to continue Don John in the 
government, they signified their will- 
ingness, in consideration of his natural 
good qualities, to make the best of 
tile matter. Should, however, the es- 
trangement between themselves and 
the Governor seem iiremediable, they 
begged that another and a legitimate 
pnnee of the blood might be appointed 
in his place.’ 


CHAPTEE rv. 


Orange invited to visit Bmaaeis— His correspondence upon the subject with the estatee- 
gener^— Triumphant journey of the Fiinco to the capital — Stop put by him to the nego- 
tiations with Don John— new end stnngeut demauda mado upon the Governor 

His indignation — Open rupture — ^Intngue of Hcthorhuid giendees with Archduke 
hliitthies — Policy of Omuge — .tttitudo of Quocn Eliraboth — Flight of Hatthics from 
Vienna — Anxiety of Elizabeth — ^Adroitness of the Prince — The office of Bhwerd — 
Election of Orange to that digmty — His compiamta agoinet the great hoblee-^ 
Aereobot Governor of FLuadcre— A etoim brewing in Ghent — ^Byhove end Imhlze— 
Blood-Councillor Hessels— Arrogance of the anstocratio party in Flanders — i^hovafd 


t Hoofd, Bor, ubl sup StroAe, lx 443. 
> Hoofd, XU. 6S3. 

■ Btnide, ubl aup. HooM, xiL SS4. 


4 Bor, xi. 8S0 Hoofd, xil. 6S4, IfaterSB, 
Tb Its 

* See thodettras in Bor, xi. VSt, Sfg, He- 
terou, vu. 123, 



•aont interviaw with Oronga — Outbreak at Ghent — ^Atrost of Aerachot^ Hosaela, and 
others of the zaactionaiy Dake liberated at demand of Oianga—The Prince's 

visit to Ghent—" Bhotoncal ” domonatiaiious — The new Brussels Union characterised— 
lEceaty with England- Articles by which Matthias is nominally constituted Oovemor- 
Genoral — tTia inauguration at Brussels— Bnlliaiit and fantastic ceromouiea— Letter of 
Son John to the l^peioi^His anger with England— An army collecting— Arrival ol 
Alexander Pamese — ^Lijudlcious distribution of effioea In the Bmtes' army — The Btatest 
aiiny fall back upon Gemblours, ibllowed by Son John — ^Tremendo^ overthrow of ths 
patnota — ^IVondeiiul disparity m thevnupective loseeo of the two armiea. 

j 


IV eilb these matters were in progress, 
lu important movement was made hy 
the estates-generol, The Prince of 
Orange was formally and urgently in- 
vited to come to Brussels to aid &em 
with his counsel and presence,^ Tho 
condemned traitor had not set foot m 
the capital for eleven years. We have 
narrated the circumstance of his de- 
parture, while tho advancing trumpets 
of Alva’s army were almost heard in 
the distance. His memorable and 
w ming interview with Egmout has 
been described. Since that period, 
rjthough his spirit had always been 
manifesting itself in the capital like 
on actual presence; although he had 
Coen the magnet towards which the 
states throughout all their osciUatioos 
had mvoluntaiily vibrated, yet he bad 
been ever invisible. He had been 
summoned hy the Blood-Council to 
Stan d his trial, and hod been condemned 
to death hy default Ho answered the 
summons hy a defiance, and the con- 
demnation % two campaigns, unsuc- 
cessful in appearance, but which had 
in reality prostrated the authority of 
the sovereign. 

Since that period, the representative 
of royalty hod su^ the condemned 
traitor for foigivenesa. The haughty 
brother of Fhihp had almost gone 
upon his knees, that the Frmco might 
name his terms, and accept the prof- 
fered hand of majesty. The Prince 
had refused, not from contumely, hut 
from distrust. He had spurned the 
supplications, as he had defied tho 
proscription of the King. There 
could he no friendship hrtween the 
destroyer and the protector of a peo- 
^e. Had the Fiince desired only the 


reversal of his death-sentence, and the 
infinite aggrandisement of his family, 
we have seen how completely he hail 
held these issues in his power. Kci cr 
had it been more easy, plausihlc, tempt- 
ing, for a proscribed patriot to turn his 
back upon an almost siukmg cause. 
We have seen how his brave and subtle 
Batavian prototype, Civilis,* dealt with 
the representative of Eoman despotism. 
The possible or impossible Ketherland 
Republic of the first century of our era 
had been reluctantly abandoned,,,hut 
tho modem Civihs had justly more 
confidence in his people. 

And now again the scene was 
changed The son of the Emperor, 
tho king’s hrothei, was virtually be- 
leagueiod; the prosonbed rebel had 
arrived at victoiy through a long 
series of defeats. The nation evoiy- 
where acknowledged him master, and 
was iu undisguised lerolt against the 
anointed sovci cign. The great noble,, 
who hated Philip on the one hand, and 
the Refoimed religion on the otliei. 
were obhged, in ob^enoe to tho die, 
tates of a people with whom they ha-1 
httle sympathy, to accept the ascen- 
dancy of the Calvinist Prince, of whom 
they weie profoundly jealous. Even 
the fleeting and incapable Aerschot 
was obliged to simulate adhesion; 
even the brave Cbampagny, cordial 
hater of Spaniards, hut most devotedly 
Catholic, “ the chiefcst man of wyse- 
dome and stomach at that tyme in 
BrusselB,” so envoy WiUon wrbto to 
Burghley,* had become "Brabantisod, ’ 
os his brother CranveUe expressed 
himself,' and was one of the commis- 
sioners to invite the great lebel to 
Biussels. Tho other envoys were the 
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Abbot of Saint Gertruds, Dr Leoninua, 
and the Scdgneur ds Lieavelt.^ These 
gentlsmen, on erring at Qertmyden- 
beig, presented a bnef but very ira- 
p<n^t memorial to the Prince.* In 
that document they informed him that 
the atatea-general, hnovring how effica- 
cious would ba his presence, by reason 
of 1^ singular prudence, experience, 
and loye for the welfare and repose of 
the country, had unanimously united 
in a supphcation that he would incon- 
tinently transport himself to the city 
of Brussels, there to advise with them 
concerning the necessities of the land ; 
but, as the principal calumny employed 
by their adversaries was that all the 
provintjes and leading personages in- 
tended to change both sovereign and 
religion, at the instigation of his Hx- 
ceU^cy, it was desiiable to disprove 
Buch fictions They therefore very 
earnestly requested the Prince to make 
some contrary demonsti ation, by which 
it might be manifest to all that his Dx- 
cellency, together with the estates of 
Holland and Zealand, intended faith- 
fully to keep what they had promised. 
They pi ayed, therefore, that the Pnnee, 
permitting the exercise of the Homan 
Catholio religion in the places which 
had reoently accepted his authority, 
would also allow its exercise iu Hol- 
land and Zealand. They begged, 
further, that he would promise by a 
new and authentic act, that the pro- 
vinces of Holland and Zealand would 
not suffer the siud exeicise to he im- 
pugned, or any new worship to ho in- 
ti-oduced, iu the other provinces of the 
Netherhmds.-’ 

This letter might almost be regarded 
OB a trap, set by the Catholic nobles 
Certainly the Ghent Pacification for- 
bade the liefoimed rshgion in form, 
and aS certainly winked at its exercise 
in foot. The proof was, that the new 
worship was spreading everywhere, 
that the exiles for conscience’ sake 
were returning in swarms, and that 
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the gynod of the Beformed churcheE^ 
lately held at Dort, had been publicly 
attended by the ministers and dea- 
cons of numerous dissenting churches 
estabUahed in many different places 
throughout all the provinces.* The 
pressure of the edicts, the horror of 
the inquisition being removed, the 
down-trodden religion had sprung fiom 
the earth more freshly tlian ever. 

The Prince was not likely to fall into 
the trap, if a trap had re^y been in- 
tended. He answered the envoys leg- 
ally, but with distinct reservations." 
He did not even accept the invitation, 
save on condition that his visit to 
Brussels should be expressly autho- 
rised by Holland and Zealand. Hot- 
withstanding his desire once more to 
behold his dear country, and to enjoy 
the good company of his best friends 
and brothers, he felt it his duty to 
communicate beforehand with the 
states of those two provinces, between 
which and himseU there had been such 
close and reciprocal obligations, such 
long-tned and faithful Ejection. He 
therefore begged to refer the question 
to the assembly of the said provinces 
about to be bdd at Gouda, where, in 
point of fact, the permission for his 
journey was, not without considerable 
difficulty, a few days afterwards ob- 
tained. 

TVith regard to the more difficult 
requests addressed to him in the 
memorial, be piofessed generally his 
intention to execute the treaty of 
Ghent. He observed, however, that 
the point of permitting the exercise of 
the Boman Catbohe religion in Hol- 
Imd and Zealand regarded principally 
the estates of these provinces, which 
had contracted for no innovation in 
this msttar, at least till the assemhliqg 
of the states-general. He therefora 
suggested that he neither could, nor 
ought to, permit any innovation, with- 
out the knowledge and consent of 
those estates. As to promising by 
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autiimtio oc^ that neither he nor the 
two provinoes would suffer the exeroise 
of the Catholic religion to he in any 
wise impugned in the rest of the Ne- 
therlands, the Prince expressed him- 
self content to promise that, according 
to the said Ghent Pacification, they 
would suffer no attempt to be made 
against the public repose or against 
i£e Catholic worship. He added that, 
as he had no intention of usurping .my 
Buperiority over the states-general as- 
sembled at Brussels, he was content to 
leare the settlrment of this point to 
their free-will and wisdom, engaging 
bimself neither to offer nor permit any ; 
hindrance to their operations.^ 

With this answer the deputies are 
Said to have been well pleased.’' If 
they were so, it must be confessed that 
they were thankful for small favours. 
They had asked to have the Cathobc 
reli^on introduced into Holland and 
Zealand. The Pnnoe had simply re- 
ferred them to the estates of these 
provinces. They had asked him to 
guarantee that the exercise of the lie- 
formed religion should not be “pro- 
cured” in the rest of the country. He 
hud merely promised that the Cathobc 
worship should not be prevented. The 
difference between the teims of the 
request and the reply was sufficiently 
wide. 

The consent to his journey was with 
difficulty accorded by the estates of 
Holland and Zealand;’ and his wife, 
with many tears and anxious forebod- 
ings, behrid him depart for a capital 
where the heads of his brave and 
I powerful friends had fallen, and where 
I still lurked so many of his deadly foes. 

I During his absence, prayers were offer- 
' ed daily for his safety in all the 
churches of Holland and Zealand, by 
command of the estates.’ 

I He arrived at Antwerp on the 17th 
of September, and was received with 
extraordinary enthusiasm. The Prince, 

I who had gone forth alonejtwithout even 
' a bodyguard, had the whole population 
I of the great city for his buckler. Here 
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he spent five days, observing, with many 
a sigh, the melancholy cb^ges which 
had t^en place in the long interval of 
his absence. The recent traces of the 
horrible “Pm-y," the blackened walls 
of the H6tel de ViUe, the prostrate 
nuns of the marble streets, which he 
had known as the molt imposing in 
Europe, could be hardly atoned for 
in his eyes even by the more grateful 
speotacle of the dismantled fortress. 

On the 23d of September, he was 
attended by a vast concourse of citi- 
zens to the new canal which led to 
BrusselB, where three barges wcio in 
waitmg for himself and suite. In one 
a banquet was spread ; in the second, 
adorned with emblematic devi.''es and 
draped with thebanneis of the seven- 
teen provinces, he was to perform the 
brief jonmey; while the thirdbhad 
been ffiled by the inevitable rhetoric 
societies, with all the wonders of their 
dramatic and plastic ingenuity. Bai ely 
had such a comphcation of vicoa .and 
virtues, of crushed dragons, victorious 
archangels, broken fetters, and resur- 
gent nationalities, been seen bofuie 
withm the limits of a ain^e canal 
boat. The affection was, howeicr, 
sincere, and the spirit noble, eion 
though the taste which presided at 
these demonstrations may have been 
somewhat pedantic.’ 

The Prmce was met several miles 
before the gates of Brussels by a pro- 
oession of nearly half the inhabitants 
of the city, and thus escorted, he 
entered the capital in the afternoon 
of the 23d of September." It was tho 
proudest day of his life. The rcpic- 
BcntativcB of all the provinces, sup- 
ported by tho most undeniable fei- 
vour of the umted Netherlaud people, 
greeted “ Father W illia m* Perplexed, 
discordant, hating, fearing, doubting, 
they could believe nothing, respect 
nothing, love nothing, save the “ tran- 
quil” Prince. His presence at that 
moment in Brussels was the triumph 
of the people and of religious tolera- 
tion. He meant to make use of the 
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orifflB to extend and to secoie popular 
righta^ and to establidi the Bupremaoy 
of the statea-general under the nominiu 
Bovereignty of Bome Prince^ whu waa 
yet to be Belected, while the executive 
body was to be a state-council, ax^ 
pointed by the Btatea-generaL So far 
08 appears, h<i had not decided as to 
the iuture piotector, but he had re> 
solved that it should be neither him- 
self nor Phihp of Spain. The outlaw 
come to Brussels prepared at last to 
trample out asoveieignty which had 
woiked its own forfeitui e. So far as 
he liad made any election within his 
breast, his choice inclined to the miser- 
able Duke of Anjou, a priuce whom he 
never ^me to laiovr as posterity has 
known him, but whom he at least 
learned to despise. Thus far the 
worthless and x^altiy intnguer still 
wore the heroic zDa.sk, deceiving even 
such fai'Bceiug politicians as Samt 
Aldegonde and the Prince. 

Vi lUiam’s first act was to put a stop 
to the negotiations already on foot 
with Don John^ He intended that 
they should load to war, because peace 
was impossible, except a peace for 
which civil and leliglous liberty would 
be barteied, for it was idle, in his 
opinion, to expect the maintenance by 
the Spanish Goveimor of the Ghent 
Pacification, whatever promises might 
be extorted fi'om his feais. A (lex>uta- 
tiou, m the name of the states, had 
already been sent with fresh proposi- 
tions to Bon John, at Hamur. The 
envoys were Caspar Schetz and the 
Bishop of Bruges.® They had nearly 
come to an amicable convention with 
the Governor, the terms of which had 
been sent to ^e states-general for ap- 
proval, at the very moment of the 
Princes s arrival in Brussels. Orang e, 
“i Bor *xi. 874, scq. Hoofd, xii SiS 
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with great promptness, prevented the 
ratification of these terms, which the 
estates had in reality already voted to 
accept.' New articles were added tu 
those which had onghially been laid 
before Bon John.’ It waa now stipu- 
lated tiiat the Ghent treaty and the 
Perpetual Edict should be maintained. 
The Governor was required forthwith 
to abandon Namur Castle, and to dis- 
miss the Geiman troops. He was to 
give up the other citadels and strong 
places, and to disband all the soldiers 
in his service. He was to command 
the governors of every province to 
prohibit the entrance of all foreign 
levies. He was foithwith to release 
captives, restore confiscated property, 
and reinstate officeis who had been re- 
moved; leaving the details of such re- 
storations to Council of Meqblitt 
and the other provinciuf tribunals. He 
was to engage that the Count Yon 
Buren should be set free within two 
months. He was hims elf^ while wait- 
ing for the appointment of his suc- 
cessor, to take up his residence in 
Luxembuig, and while there, he waa 
to be goveiTied entirely by the deci- 
sion of the State Council, expressed by ' 
a majoiity of its members. Furthci- 
more, and as not the least stinging of 
these sharp requisitions, the Queen of 
England — she who had been the secret 
ally of Orauge, and whose crown, tho 
Governor had sccietly meant to ap- 
propiiate — ^>\as to be mcluded in tl^ 
ticaty ■* 

It could hardly excite surprise that 
Bon John, receiving these insolent 
pioposltions at the very moment in 
which he heard of the triumphant 
entrance into Brussels of the Piince, 
should be filled with rage and morti- 
fication ® Never was champ ion of tho 

1 These remarkable ai tides aia to bo fouuA 
m Bor, XI 874-870 A vciy meagre extract 
13 given by Cabrera, xi 042. Qi-oon v. 
Rinst , VI 166-170 — Compare tbo “ Mtf- 
moire et Rccucil" of Grobbeudonck, passim. 

* **M§moire et Bocucil,” passim — Ac- 
oordiDg to Cabrera, xi 944, a more cheerful 
view of the subject was taken by those who 
suxTOUDded the Governor The proposituma 
only oxcitod their laughter. The same lua- 
tonau, os well as all tlie Spoatiah wntors, of 
course represent the Pnnee as influenced in 
his pohev sokdy by self-interest, his in- 
capacity to pay his debts, and by his deaiHir j 
* '^4 
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Cross ilius braved liy infidels before. 
The Ghent trealy, according to the 
Orange interpretation, that is to say, 
heresy made legitimate, vras to be the 
law of the land. His M-ijesty was to 
surrender — colours and cannon — to his 
revolted subjects Tlie royal autho- 
rity was to be superseded by that of a 
State Council, appointed by the states- 
genertd, at the dictation of the Prince. 
The Governor-General himself, brother 
of his Catholic hlajesty, was to sit 
quietly with folded arms in Luxem- 
burg, while the arch heretic and rebel 
reigned supreme in Brussels. It was \ 
too much to expect that the choleric 
soldier would be content with what he 
could not help regarding as a dishonoiir- 
ahle capitulation. The arrangement 
seemed to him about as reasonable as 
it would have been to invite Sultan 
Selim to the Escorial, and to send 
Philip to reside at Bayonne. He could 
not but regard the whole proposition 
SB an insolent declaration of war. He 
was right. It was a declaration of 
war; as much so as if proclaimed by 
trump of herald. How could Don 
John refuse the wager of battle thus 
haughtily proffered? 

Smooth Schets, Lord of Grohben- 
donck, and his episcopal colic, igue, in 
vam attempted to calm the Governor's 
wrath, which now flamed forth, in de- 
fiance of all considerations.^ They 
endeavoured, without success, to palli- 
ate the presence of Orange, and the 
circumstanoes of his reception, for it 
was not probable that their eloquence 
would bring the Governor to look at 
the subject with their eyes. Three 
days were agreed upon for the suspen- 
sion of hostilities, and Don John was 
highly indigmint that the esuitcs would 
grant no longer a trace. The refusal 

of obtaining a royal pardon, shouM a pcaco 
onsuo Peace fbrtho country, so his oucniiGs 
thought was death for him ; dohendoao un 
mlnistro do Orange, dizicndo quo ya se 
acahd eltratar de pazes aunque le fue nueva 
alegre, ton mdumacim respondio fueia m- 
oignt parperdertaiida el; mostnmdoqiiosu 
prospendad no consistia an el hien piibllco, 
smo eii la guena : qua a eeto le Iruxo la desee- 
perocion del perdon de tu pma no vureoido,” 
xL 044. The reader la already competent to 
appreciate the csdumnioua nlAure of aueh 
stetementa, by a penuad of the correspon- 


wos, however, reasonable enough on 
their part, for they were aware that 
veteran Spaniards and Italians were 
constantly returning to him, and that 
he was dmly strengthening liis position. 
The envoys returned to Buissols to 
give an accoimt of the Govoraoi ’s rage, 
which they could not diclare to be un- 
natural, and to assist in preparations 
for the war which was now deemed 
inevitable. Don John, le.avingastiong 
garrison in the citadel of Hainiir, from 
which place he despatched a final oom- 
mimication to the cstates-general,d.'itod 
the 2d of October, retiied to Liixern- 
burg. In this letter, without exactly 
uttering defiance, he uncquivocilly 
accepted the hostilities u liioh Lad been 
pressed upon him, and answered their 
hollow professions of .ittachment to 
the Catholic religion and liis Ma)iesty’a 
authority, by denouncing their obviom 
intentions to ti aniplo upon both. Ho 
gave them, in short, to understand 
that he perceived their intentions, 
and meant them to comprehend hn 
own ® 

Thus the quarrel was brought to an 
issue, and Don John aaw uith riiM 
complacency, that the pen was at h I 
to he superseded by the sword. .1 
remarkable pamphlet was now piih 
hshed, in seven different laiigu.iges 
Latin, French, Flemish, Gorman, Ital 
ian, Spanieli, and English, containiiif 
a succinct account of the proceeding 
between the Governor and the o.st.ite 
together with copies of tho inteiceptei 
letters of Don John and Escovedo h 
the King, to Perez, to the Germai 
colonels, and to tho Empress. Tin. 
work, composed and piihhshod hi 
order of the estates-general, was tmns 
mitted with an aoeompanying addros. 
to every potentate in Christendom 

dcfnco and goerct negotiations between Doz 
John and Orange The person, il and uu 
hmitcd ofTcrs ot p.ardon and advancement 
made to the Filnoe by the Govemor-Gcnci al 
on his first arrival In tho country, nro . 
sufficiont answer to these stupid accusa 
tions 

1 M6moirootBccuoiIparIeSeigiU!urOiob 
bendonck ,,-Compara Bor, am 876. Iloufd 
xli S29. 

» Per, xi 876. Iloofd, xii. 62B, 630 

s Bor, xl. SSl.—^bo quotations in tho pro 
ceding pages finm tills pamphlet have beoi 



It was soon afterwards followed b; a 
ootmter-statement, prepared by order 
of Don John, and containing his 
account of the same matters, with 
his recriminations against the conduct 
of the esiatea^ 

Another important morement had, 
meanwhile, faAn made by the thud 
party in tbia comphcated game. The 
Catholic nobles, jealous of the growing 
influence of Orange, and indignant at 
the expanding power of the people, 
had opened secret negotiationa with 
the Archduhe Matthias, then a mild, 
easy-tempered youth of twenty, brother 
of the reigmng emperor, Rudolph. 
After the matter had been discussed 
some time in secret, it was icsolred, 
towards the end of September, to send 
a messenger to Vienna, privately in- 
viting the young Prince to Brussels ; 
but much to the surpnse of these 
nobles, it was discoveied that some 
fifteen or sixteen of the grandees of 
the land, among them Aerschol, Havrd, 
Champagny, Da Villa, Lalain, De Heze, 
and others, had already taken the 
initiative m the matter. On the 26th 
of August, the Seigneur do Maalsteede 
had set forth, by their appomtment, 
for Vienna. There is no doubt that 
this step originated in jealousy felt 
towards Orange, but at the same time 
it is certain that several of the leaders 
in the enterprise were still his friends.- 
Some, like Champagny, and De Ildze, 
were honestly so; others, like Acr- 
Echot, Havid, and De Villo, always 
fa’sitors in heart to the national cause, 
loyal to nothmg but their own advance- 
ment, were still apparently upon the 
best terms with him. Moreover, it is 
certain that he had been mode aware 
of the scheme, at least, before the 
arrival (if the Archduke in the Nether- 
lands, for the Marquis Havrd, on his 

mode from the original odibioii piihli^hed in 
1677 at Antwerp, by Silvias, under tlio tltlo, 
"Disooiirs Sommier dcs Justos Causes at 
Baisons qui ont controlncb los Kstals Gono- 
ranlx des Pals Bos de pourveolr b lour 
Deffenca contra lo Soigiieiir Con Johan 
d'Austnee; avec plusieiirs lottres intoruoji- 
tdes on plus Eland nombre," do , oto. A 
Flemish tnmuatiou is given in tho Byvoog- 
sel Anth. Stukh i 151 on 176 of Bor, under 
the title of “ Kort Yerliael von de roohte 
fionslian en ledenen,” oto , eto. 


way to England, os special envoy from 
the estates, had a conference with him 
at Qertmydonbeig.^' This was in the 
middle of September, and before his 
departure for Brussels, Naturally, ths 
proposition seamed, at first, anyiliiiig 
but agreeable ; but the Marquis repre- 
sented himself afterwards as having at 
last mdticed the Prince to look upon it 
with more favourable eyes.* Nevei^ 
theless, the step had been taken before 
the consultation was held, nor was 
it the first time that the advice of 
Orange had been asked concerning the 
adoption of a measure after the mea- 
sure had been adopted. 

Whatever may have been his origi- 
nal sentiments upon the subject, how- 
ever, ho was always less apt to com- 
plain of irrevocable events than quick 
to reconcUo them with his own com- 
binations, and it waa soon to be dis- 
covered that the new stumbling-block 
which his opponents had placed in his 
path, could be converted into an addi- 
tional stepping-stone towards his goaL 
Meanwhile, the secret invitation to the 
Archduke was regarded by the rwople 
and by foreign spectator ns a plot de- 
vised by his enemies. Davison, envoy 
from Queen Elizabeth, was then in 
Brussels, and informed bis royal mis- 
tress, whose sentiments and sympathies 
were unequivocally in favour of Orange, 
of tho iiitrignes .igainet tlie Prince.* 
The effoi (sot Kngland u ere naturally 
to count cract tho schemes of all who 
interfered u itli his policy, the Queen 
especially, with her cnstomaiy sagacity, 
foieseeing tho probable ineliiiation of 
the C.ithol!o nobles towards the pro- 
tectorate of A lein'on. She did not feel 
certain ns to tho precise plans of Orange, 
and Ihoie was no coiirae better adaptM 
to dmw her from barren coquetry into 
positive engagements, then to arouse 

> Tho edition of this nainptilet fbom whieh 
tho citations lii tho text have been made, ts 
tlio Isitm Olio of Jl.iicliaiit, puhli^ed at 
Tiitvoinbiirg, niiiiu 1676, under the titUv 
“Toin ct Simiilex N.uiatio eomm qtaee ah 
Adventii n Joniiiiis Austiieol Supremf in 
Bi'lglo, ote., grata sunt,” cte eto. 

t Bor, xl, tios. Moteren, wi 126. EEeofi^ 
xiL 6H) Cabrera, xt 644, S46. Or, v. 
1*1(1181., AraUvrs, \i, 161, 

e lloofd, Xu, 620. 

4 Bor, xL 600 
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her jeaUmsy ol fhe BVench influence 
in the proTmcee. Atihis moment she 
monifffited the warmest friendship for 
the Prince.^ Costly presents were 
transmitted by her to ins wife ; among 
others, an ornament, of which a sculp- 
tured lizard formed a part. The 
Princess, in a graceful letter to her 
husband, desiring that her acknow- 
ledgments should be presented to her 
BngUsh Majesty, accepted the present 
as significative. “ 'Tie the fabled viitue 
of the lizard (she said) to awaken sleep- 
ers whom a serpent is about to sting. 
You are the lizard, and the Nether- 
lands the sleopers, — pray Heaven they 
may esCapetheseipent’s bite!”* The 
Prince was well aware, therefore, of 
the plots which were weavmg against 
him. He had small faith in the great 
nobles, whom he trusted “ as he would 
adders fanged,” and relied only upon 
the communities, upon the mass of 
burghers. They deserved his confi- 
dence, and watched over his safety with 
jealous care. On one occasion, when 
he was engaged at the State Council tiU 
a late hour, the citizens conceived so 
much alarm, that a large number of 
them spontaneously armed themselves, 
and repaired tothepalacc. The Prince, 
informed of the circumstance, threw 
open a window and addressed them, 
thanking them for their friendship and 
assuring them of his safety. They 
were not satisfied, however, to leave 
him alone, but remained under arms 
below tin the session was termuiated, 
when they escorted him with affection- 
ate respect to his own hotel ' 

The secret envoy arrived in Vienna, 
and excited the ambition of the youth- 
ful Matthias.* It must be confessed 
that the offer could hardly be a very 
tempting one, and it excites our but- 

g rise that the Archduke should have 
iiought the odventuie worth the seek- 

> Archives ot Coirospondoiice, vi. 190. 

» Ibid. 

* Languetl Epist. ad Aug. 125, 17 Oct, 
1577, p 324. 

* Bor, xi. 808. Hoofd, xii 531. Mcteren, 
vU. 126. 

f Bor, XI. 899. • Hcofil, zll. 530 

* Bettor of Dr Labbo to the Queen Mothei' 
m Francs, In AroUivea et Corce^oudance, vi. 

> *11 was the opinkm ot Languel that the 


ing. A most anomalous position in 
the Netherlands was offered to him by 
a slender and irresponsible faction of 
Netherlanders. There was a triple 
prospect before him ; that of a hope- 
less intrigue against the first pohtician 
in Europe, a mortal combat with the 
most renowned conquefbr of the age, a 
deadly feud with the most powerM 
and revengeful monarch in the world. 
Into this threefold enterprise he was 
about to plunge without any adequatu 
resources, for the Archduke posseaied 
no experience, power, or wealth.’ He 
brought, therefore, no strength to a 
cause which was itself feeble. He could 
hope for no protection, nor inspire 
any confidence. Nevertheless/: ho had 
courage, pliability, and a turn foi 
political adventure. Visions of the 
discomfited Philip conferring tliahaiid 
of his daughter, with the Netherlands 
as her dowry, upon the enterprising 
youth who, at this juncture, should 
succeed in ovei turning the Spanish 
authority in that country, were con- 
jured up by those who originated the 
plot,'’ and he was weak enough to 
consider such absurdities plausible, 
and to set forth at once to take posses- 
sion of this castle in the air. 

On the evening of October 3d, 1577, 
he retired to rest at eight o’clock, feign- 
ing extreme drowsiness. After wait- 
ing till his brother Maximihan, who 
slept in another bed m the same cham- 
ber, was asleep, he slipped from his 
conch and from the room m his night 
apparel, without even puttmg on his 
slippers. He was soon after provided 
by the companions of his flight with 
the disguise of a servant, arrayed in 
which, with his face blackened, ha 
made his escape by midnight from 
Vienna,' but it is doubtful whether 
Rudolph was as ignorant as he affected 
to be of the scheme.* The Archduke 

Emperor affected ignorance of the plot at its 

commencement, that be afterwards affected 

on original connivance, and that be was 

eq^ly disingenuous in both protonocs. 
**Fulcbre sane inetructa fabulo," quotb 
ebrewd Herbert, "sed oaveant aucupea so 
Bins retlbus involvont,-” abd ogam, six 
months later, ’’jam profitetur se fbisss 
autborsm Mattbue ftatn, ut in Belgium ireb 
Quam caute id feeiat, nesao, cum id antes 
constanter negavent.”— Huborti Langueti 
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aniyed at Cologne, attended only by 
two gentlemen and a lew seivanta. 
The &yemor waa beeide himaelf witli 
foiy; the Queen of England waa in- 
dignant; the Prince only, against whom 
the measure was mainly directed, pre- 
served his usual tranquillity.^ 

Secretary 'WUsingham, as soon aa the 
news reached England, sent for lileet- 
kercke, colleague of Marquis Havre in 
the mission from the estates.^ He in- 
formed that functionary of the great 
perplexity and excitement which, ac- 
cording to information received from 
the English resident, Davison, were 
then prevailing in Brussels, on account 
of the approach of the Archduke. 
Some, he a.aid, were for receiving him 
at one place, some at another ; otheis 
were in favour of forbidding his eii- 
tramjp altogether. Things had been 
sufficiently complicated before, with- 
out this additional cause of confusion. 
Don John was strengthening himself 
daily, through the secret agency of the 
Duke of Guise and his party. His 
warlike genius was well known, aa well 
as the experience of the soldiers who 
were fast rallying under his banner. 
On the other hand, the Duke of 
Alenjon had come to La Edre, and woe 
also raising troops, while to oppose 
this crowd of rival enemies, to deal 
with this host of impending disasters, 
there was but one man m ^e Nether- 
lands. On the Prince of Orange alone 
could the distracted states rely. To 
his prudence and valour only could 
the Queen look with hopeful eyes. 
The Secretaiy proceeded to inform the 
envoy, therefore, that her Majesty 
would feel hersejf compelled to with- 
draw all succour from the states if the 
Prince of Orange were deprived of his 
leadership; for it was upon that leader- 
ship dhly that she hod relied for ob- 
taining a successful result. She was 
quite indisposed to encounter indefinite 
risk with an impossibility of profit.' 

Meetkereke rephed to the Secretsiy 
by observing, that the great nobles of 
the land had been unanimous in desir- 


^jstohe ad lUustzem et genedisum Pomi- 
num Fhiliiipam Bydimum, Francof., 1083, 
284, Ixvl 188. , 

1 Bor, xi. 800. Meteron, vU. 180, 


ing a new Governor-General at this 
junoture. TheyhadthonghtMatthias^ 
with a strong Coimeil of State, com- 
posed of native Ketherlanders, to con- 
sol him, likely to prove a serviceable 
candidate for uie post. They had rea- 
son to believs that, after he should he 
received, the Emperor would be recon- 
ciled to tho measure, and that by his 
intercession the King of Spain would 
he likewise induced te acquiesce.' He 
alluded, moreover, to the conference 
between the Marquis of Eavrd and 
Orange at Gertruydenheig, and quoted 
the opmion of the Prince Ihat it would 
be unwise, after the invitation had 
been given, to insult the Archduke 
and his whole imperial house, by treat- 
mg him with indi^ty upon his arrival. 
It was inevitable, said the envoy, that 
diSerences of opinion should exist m 
largo assemblies ; but according to infor- 
mation which he had recently received 
from Marquis Havrd, then in Brussels, 
afiairs had already become smooth 
again. At the conclusion of the con- 
ferenoe, Wslsingham repeated empha- 
ticnlly that the only condition upon 
which the Queen would continue her 
succour to the Netherlands was, that 
idle Prince should be forthwith ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-General for tho 
Archduke.® 

The immediate result of thin move- 
ment was, that Matthias was received 
at Antwerp by Orange at the head of 
two thousand caval^, and attended 
^ a vast concourse of inhabitanis.® 
Had the Prince chosen a contrary 
course, the Archduke might have been 
oompelled to return, somowbat ridicu- 
lously, to Vienna; but, at the same 
time, the anger of the Emperor and of 
all Germany would have been aroused 
against Orange and the cause he served. 
Had the Prmce, on the contraiy, aban- 
doned the field himself, and returned 
to Holland, he would have left the 
game in the hands of his adversaries. 
Ever since ha had made what his 
brother John called that "dangerous 
gallowB-joumey” to Brussels,^ his il^ 

s Bor, xl. 88Et 800. * lUd. 

4 Ibid. * lUd., zl. 800. 

* Ibid., xieOOO. Metonm, viL 
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fiueaoe had been culilunatiiig daily, and Holland, lor yeata, duiing 
and ihe jealousy of the great nobles the insanity of his brower, and cm the 
xinng as rapidly. Had he now allowed death ol Duke William had succeeded 
KiTTwaW to be wvan from his post, he to his title.* Philip of Burgundy 
wcndd have exactly fulfilled their ob- declared himsdf Buwaid of Brabant 
jeot. Vy remaining, he counteracted in 1425,* and had cihortly afterwards 
their smemes. By taking Ifatthias deprived Jacqueline of w her titles 
wholly into his own possession, he and appropriated them to himself. In 
obtained one piece the mote in the the one case the regent, in the second 
great game which he was playing case the usurper, had become reigning 
against his antagtmist in the Ihcorial. prince. Thus the movement of the 
By Tnslring adroit use of events as they jealous nobles against the Prince had 
arose, he made the very waves which for its first efEcct his immediate ap- 
were to him, cany his great cause pointment to an office whose chief 

triumphantly onward. characteiistm wa^ that it conducted 

The first result of the invitataon to to sovereignty. 

Matthias was the election of Orange The election was accomplished thua 

SB Buward of Brabant.^ This office The "members,” or estates of Bnissels, 
was one of great historical dignity, but together with the deans, guilds, and 
somew^t anomalous in its functions, other of the principal citizens of Ant- 
The province of Brabant, having no werp,addres^ a request to the ^tes 
speoitd governor, was usually consi- of feabant, that William of Orange 
dered under the immediate superin- should be appointed Buward, a^ 
tendenoe of the Qovemor-Geueral. after long d^beration the measure 
As the capital of Brabant was the was carried. The unsolicited honour 
reddenoe of that functionary, no in- was then solemnly offered to him. 
convenience from this course had been He refused, and was only, after repeat- 
felt since the accession of the house of ed and urgent entreaties, induct to 
Burgundy. At present, however, the accept the office. The matter was 
oonffition of sffiuis was so peculiar — then referred to the states-geueral, 
the seat of government being empty who confirmed the dignily, after some 
without having been permanently demur, and with the condition that it 
vacated — that a epecial opportunity might be superseded hy the aj^iut- 
was offered for conferring ho^ honour ment of a governor-general.* Ho was 
and power on the Prince. A Buward finally con&med as Buward on the 
was not exactly dictator, although his 22d of October, to the boundless satis- 
authority was universal. He was not faction of the people, who celebrated 
exactly protector, nor governor, nor the event by a solemn holiday in Ant- 
stadholder. His functions were un- werp, Brus^, and other citiee.* His 
I limited as to time— therefore superior friends, inspired by the intrigues of 
I to those of an ancient dictator; they his enemies, had thus elevated the 
I were oommonly coufen'ed on the Prince to slmost unlimited power; 
I natoiol heir to the sovereignty — while a strong expression in favour of 
therefore more lofty than those of his government had been elicited from 
ordinary stadholdeis. The individuals the most important ally of the Hetber- 
who had previously held the office in lands — Bngland. It soon rested with 
the Hetherlands hod usually reigned himself omy to assume the govein- 
afterwoids in their own right. Duke ment of Flanders, having been elected 
Albert, of the Bavarian Ime, for ex- stodholder, not once only, but many 
, ample, had been Buwaid of Hainault times, by the four estates of that 
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Bs^gielsen, so des Hem nmts almhero und 
gehn Brunei— thun mussen,'’ etc, eto, — 
aieUveB et Correspondance, vL 316. 

* Hoofil, zrl, 682. Wegenaer, vlL Vn, 

* VaBeDaer, iU. 8M (m 1387, A.D 1. 
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* Wogeneer, ill. 466 — Oompare Groen v, 
Fnnsterer, vi. 208-210; Btradi^dZ 440, 441; 
Wegonaer, vh. 171. 

4 Oioen V, ftinst,, vi, 308, 209. Bondam, 
Ul. 819, sqq. (died 1w Groan v, Frlnst.), 

* Hoard, ril. 622. 
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iiaportont prOTiuce, and having aa 
coi^antiy refused the dignity.^ With 
Holland and Zealand devoted to him, 
Brabant and Shmders formally under 
his government, the H'etherland capi- 
tal ^viehing testimonials of adhciion 
upon him, and the mass of the people 
almost worshipping him, it would not 
have been di^ult for the Prince to 
^y a gome as selfidi aa it had hither- 
to been dose end skilful He might 
have proved to the grand seigmors 
that their suspicions were just, by 
assuming a crown which they had 
been intriguing to push from his 
brows. Certamly the nobles dcsei-ved 
their defeat. They had done their 
best to circumvent Orangi^ in all waj^ 
and at lul times. They had paid their 
court to power when it was most 
pow^jful, and had sought to swim on 
the popular tide whan it waa rising. 
He avenged himself upon their perfidy 
only by serving his country more faith- 
fully than ever, but it was natural 
that he should be indignant at the 
conduct of these gentlemen, "children 
of good houses” (m his own words), 
"issue of worthy sires," whose fathers, 
at least, he had ever loved and hon- 
oiued.’ 

" They serve the Duke of Alva and 
the Qimid Commander like varlets,” 
he cried; "they make war upon me 
to the knife. Afterwards they treat 
with me, they reconcile themselves 
with me, they are sworn foes of the 
Spaniard. Hon John arrives, and they 
f^ow him; they intrigue for my 
ruin. Don John foils in his ente^ 
prise upon Antwerp citadel; they 
quit him incoutinentiy and call upon 
me. Ho sdoner do I come than, 
against their oath and without pre- 
vious communication with the states 
or mytdf, th^ call upon the Arch- 
duke Matthias. Are the waves of the 
sea more inoonstant — is Euripus more 
onoertain tlmn the counsels of such 
menf”“ 


1 Apologia da Fijnce d’Orauge, pp. 108, 
109. 
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While these events were ocouring 
at Brussels and Antwerp, a scene of a 
different nature was enacting at Qhent. 
The Huke of Aerschot h^ recently 
been appointed to the government A 
Elanders by the fSiate Oouncil,^ but 
the choice waa exceedingly dist^teful 
to a large number of the inhabitants. 
Although, since the defeat of Hon 
John’s p^y in Antwerp, Aerschot 
had Bgam become "the affectionate 
brother" of Orange, yet he was known 
to be the head of the cabal which had 
brought Matthias from Vienna. EW- 
deiB, moreover, swarmed with converts 
to the Beformed i-eligion,* and the 
Huke’s strict Romanism was well 
known. The people, therefore, who 
hated the Pope and adored the I^nce, 
were furious at the rqipointment of 
the new Governor ; but by dint of pro- 
fuse promises regarding the instant 
restoration of privileges and charters 
which hod long lain dormant, the 
inends of Aerschot sdcceeded in pre- 
paring the way for his installa^on.'' 

On the 20th of October, attoided by 
twenty-three companies of infantry 
and three hundred horse, he come to 
Ghent.^ That famous place was still 
one of the most powerful and turbulent 
towns in Europei. Although dimi- 
nished in importance since the com- 
mercial declme which had been the 
inevitable result of PMUp’s bloody 
government, it waa still swarming with 
a vigorous and dangerous population,' 
and it had not forgotten the days 
when the iron tongue of Boland could 
call ^hty thousand fighting men to 
the city banner.' Even now, twenty 
thousand were secretly pledged^ to 
rise at the bidding of oertainchieftaini 
resident among them, noble by iurth, 
warmly attaohed to the Reformed re- 
ligion, and devoted to Orange. These 
gentlemen were perfectly conscious 
that a reaction was to be attempt in 
favour of Hon John and of Caflioh'oisiB, 
throngh the agenoy of the tumfy-ap- 
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pointbd governor of FlanderB. Aer- 1 
Bohot waa trasted or respected by 
neither party. The only difference 
in the estimates formed of him waa, 
that some considered him a deep and 
dangerous traitor; others that he was 
rather foolish than malicious,^ and 
more likely to ruin a good cause than 
to advance the interests of a had one. 
The leaders of the popular party at 
Ghent believed him ^ngerous. They 
felt certain that it waa ^e deeply laid 
design of the Catholic nobles — ^foiled 
as they had been in the objects with 
which they had brought hlatthias from 
Vienna, and enraged as they were that 
the only result of that movement had 
been to establish the power of Orange 
upon a firmer basis — to set up an 
opposing influence in Ghent. Flanders, 
in the possession of the Catholics, was 
to weigh up Brabant, with its recent 
tendencies to toleration, Aerschot 
was to counteract the schemes of 
Orange. Matthias was to be with- 
drawn ^om the influence of the great 
heretic, and be yet compelled to jilay 
the part set down for him by those 
who had placed him upon the stage. 
A large portion, no doubt, of the 
schemes here suggested, was m agita- 
tion, but the actors were hardly equal 
to the drama which they were attempt- 
ing, The intrigue was, however, to 
be frustrated at once by the hand of 
Orange, acting as it often did from 
bhneath a cloud. 

Of all the chieftains possessing in- 
fluence with the inhabitants of Ghent, 
two young nobles, named Ryhove and 
Imbize, were the most conspicuous.’ 
Both were of ancient descent and 
broken fortunes, both were passion- 
ately attached to the Prince, both were 
ingpu-ed with an intense hatred for all 
that was Catholic or Spamsh, They 
had travelled further on the reforming 
path than many had done in that day, 
and imght even be called democratic 
in their notions. Their heads were 
filled with visions of Greece andBome; 
the praise of republics was ever on 

\ "Sadpleiique existamant eum stnltitiS 
WUUB OUftin Tnfl.1if .i^ r WCftRlfti" — 
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I their Ups; and they avowed to theii I 
intimate associateB wat it was already 
feasible to compose a commonwealm i 
like that of the Swiss Cantons out of 
the seventeen Netherlands.* They 
were regarded as dreamers by some, 
as desperadoes by others. Few had 
confidence in their capacity or their 
purity; but Orange, who knew man- 
kind, recognised m them useful in- 
struments for any hazardous enter- 
prise, They delighted in stratagems 
and sudden feats of arms. Audacious 
and cruel by temperament, they weie 
ever most happy in becoming a por- 
tion of the desolation which popular 
tumults engender. 

There were several excited meetings 
of the four estates of Flanders imme£- 
ately after the anivol of the Duke of 
Aerschot in Ghent.* His coming had 
been preceded by extensive promises, 
but it soon became obvious mat their 
fulfilment was to be indefinitely de- 
ferred. There was a stormy session 
on the 27th of October, many of the 
cleigy and nobility being present, and 
comparatively few members of the 
third estate. Very violent speeches 
were made, and threats openly uttered, 
that the privileges, about which so 
much noise had been heard, would be 
rather curtailed than enlarged under 
the new administration. At the same 
session, the commission of Aerschot 
was formally presented by Champagny 
and Sweveghem, deputed by the State 
Council for that puipose.* Champagny 
was in a somewhat anomalous position. 
There was much doubt in men’s minds 
concerning him. He had seemed lately 
the friend of Orange, but he was oei*- 
tainly the brother of Granvelle. His 
splendid but fruitless services duiing 
the Antwerp Fury had not been for- 
gotten, but he was known to lib a de- 
termmed Catholic. He was a hater 
of Spaniards, but no lover of popular 
liberty. The nature of his sentiments 
towaids Orange was perhaps unjustly 
suspected. At any rate, two or three 
days after the events which now oc- 
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oapy oar attenUoa, ha wrote Mm a 
private letter, in whidi he aasored 
him of his sttachmenh In reference 
to the complsinte of the Prince, that 
he had not Men secon^d ae he oufiht 
to have been, he said, moreover, tMt 
he could eoleninly swear never to have 
seen a singleeindividual who ^d not 
hold, the Prince in a&niration, and 
who was not affecfionately devoted to 
him, not only by public profession, but 
by private sentiment.^ There was Uttle 
doubt entertained as to the opinions 
held by the rest of the aristocratic party, 
then commencing their manoeuvres m 
Ghent. Their sentiments were uttered 
with sufficient distinctness in thia re- 
marha])le session. 

Hessels, the old Blood Councillor, 
was then resident in Ghent, where he 
disc]|arged high governmental func- 
tions It was he, as it wiU be remem- 
bered, who habitually fell asleep at 
that horrible council board, and could 
only start from his naps to shout "ad 
patibulum,” while the other murderers 
had found their work less narcotic. A 
letter from Hessels to Count de Beux, 
late royal governor of Flanders, was 
at the present juncture intercepted.’ 
Perhaps it was invented, but genuine 
or fichtious, it was circulated exten- 
sively among the popular leaders, and 
hod the effect of proving Hadame de 
Hessels a true prophet. It precipi- 
tated the revolution in Flanders, and 
soon afterwards cost the Councillor 
Ilia life. "We have already brought 
many notable magistrates of Flanders 
over to the side of his Highneiai Hon 
John," wrote Hessels. “We hope, 
after the Dijjie of Aerschot is gover- 
nor, that wemall fully cany out the 
intentioTis of his Majesty and the plans 
of Ms Highneas. We siiall alao Imow , 
koia tcfeircumient the tcamdalms haretk \ 
with aU hi> adkerenfa and foUowm." ’ ^ 


so 

Certainly, if this letter were true, it 
Was hi|^ time for Hie friends of the 
"scandmous heretic" to look about 
^Bin. If it werre a forgery,* which 
is highly probable, it was ingeniously 
imagined, and did the work of truth. 
The revolutionaiy party, being in a 
small minority in the assembly, were 
advised by their leaders to bow before 
the storm. They did so, and the 
bluster of the reactionary party grew 
louder as they marked the apparent 
discomfiture of their foes. They 
openly ssserted that the men who 
were clamouring for privileges diould 
obtain nothing but halters. The buried 
charters should never be resuscitated ; 
but the spirit of the dead Fmperor, 
who had once put a rope around the 
necks of the insolent Ghenters, still 
lived in that of his son. There was 
so lack of deniisciaiioii. Hon John 
and the Huke of Aerschot would soon 
bring the turbulent burghers to their 
senses, and there would then be an 
end to this renewed clamour about 
musty parchments.’ Much indigna- 
tion was secretly excited in the as- 
sembly by such menaces. Without 
doors tbs subterranean flames spread 
rapidly, but no tumult occurred that 
night. Before the session was over, 
Byhove left the city, pretending a 
visit to Toumay. No sooner had he 
left the gates, however, than he turned 
his horse’s head in the opposite direc- 
tion, and rode off post haste to Antwerm 
There he had a conference with WU> 
liam of Orangey’ and painted in lively 
colours the slanning position of ollaira. 
" And what do you mean to do in 
matter 1” asked the Arinoe rather 
drily.’ Byhove was somewhat dis- 
concerted. He had expected a violent 
explosion; well as he knew tnn- 
personage whom he was address- 
ing. "1 know no better counsel," he 
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relied, at lengtli, "than to taka the 
Dok^ with Ub biahops, councillora, 
lords, and the whole nest of them, by 
the throat, and thrust them all out 
together.”^ 

“Bather a desperate undertaking, 
however I ” said the Fiiuce, carelessly, 
but interrogatively. 

"1 know no other remedy,” answered 
Byhove; "1 would rather make the 
attempt, relying upon God alone, and 
die like a man, if needful, than hve in 
eternal slavery. Like an ancient Bo- 
man,” continued the young repubhcan 
noble in somewhat bombastic vein, “1 
am ready to wager my life, where my 
fatherland’s wel&ire is at stake." 

" Bold words 1 ” said the Prineo, 
looking gravely at Byhove; “but 
upon what force do you rely for your 
undertaking!” 

“ If I can obtain no assistance from 
your Exoellenoy,” was the reply, “I 
■hall throw mys^ on the mass of the 
oitisenH, I oan arouse them in the 
name of their ancient hberties, u hich 
must be redeemed now or never.” 

The Prince, believing probably that 
the scheme, if scheme there u eie, was 
but a wild one, felt little inclination 
to compromise himself with the young 
conspirator. He told him he could do 
{ noth^ at present, and saying that he 
' must at least sleep upon the matter, 
dismissed him for the night. Ifezt 
morning, at daybreak, Byhove was 
again closeted with him. The Prince 
a&ed his sanguine partisan if he were 
still determined to carry out his pro- 
ject, with no more definite suppoit 
than he had indicated? Byhove as- 
sured him, in roply, that he meant to 
do BO, or to die in the attempt. The 
Prince shrugged his shoulders, and 
soon ofterwo^ seemed to fall into a 
reverie.* Byhove continued talking, 
but it was soon obvious that his High- 
ness was not listening, and he theie- 
fore took his leave somewhat abruptly. 

1 met den geheele neste by den 
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Hardly had ha left the house, how- 
ever, when the Prince despatched 
Saint Aldegoude in search of him. 
That gentleman, proceeding to liia 
hotel, walked straight into apart- 
ment of Byhove, and commenced a 
conversation with a person whom he 
found there, but to his Burprise ho 
soon discovered, experienced politician 
though he was, that he had m-ide an 
egregious blunder. He had opened a 
dangerous secret to an entire stranger, 
and Byhove coining into the apart- 
ment a few minutes afterwards, was 
naturally surprised to find the Prince's 
chief councillor in close conversation 
about the plot with Van Booyen, the 
buigomaator of Denremonde._ T)ie 
Flemish noble, however, ^ways prompt 
in emergencies, dieiv his rapier, and 
assured the astonished hurgom^trr 
that he would either have his life on 
the instant, or liia oath never to roveal 
a syllable of ivbat he bad lioard. That 
functionary, who bad ncitbcr clcsiic'! 
the young noble’s oonfideuco, noi con- 
templated the honour of being run 
through the body as a consequonoo ni 
receiving it, was somewhat aghast at 
the rapid manner in which thesegen- 
tieuieu tiansacted business Ho will- 
ingly gave the required pledge, and 
w as permitted to depart. 

The effect of the conference betw ecu 
Saint Aldegonde and Byhove was to 
convince the young partisan that tlio 
Prince would neither openly counte- 
nance his project, nor be extremely 
vexed should it prove successful In 
short, while, as in the case of the 
aircst of the State Coimoil, the subor- 
dinates were left to appe.ar the princi- 
pals m the transaction, the peiscns 
most intimate with William of Oiange 
were allowed to form, satisfactory 
opinions os to his wishes, and to” srn-o 
as instruments to hia ends* “Vue 
qui vince/" cried Saint Aldegonde, 
encouragingly, to Byhove, shaking 

* ‘‘Byhove, Kicnde dut den Prince conui- 
veerde ofte d’ooghe luyckto om sun voor* 
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hEuods Trith him at parting. The oon- 
i^iiator immediately mounted, and 
rode off towards Ghent. During his 
absence there had been much turbu- 
lence, but no decided outbreak, in that 
city. Imbize had accosted the Duke 
of Aerschot in the street, and de- 
manded when ^nd how he intended to 
proclaim the restoration of the ancient 
charters. The haughty Duke had en- 
deavom'ed to shake off his importu- 
nate questioner, while Imbhse per- 
sisted, with increasing audacity, till 
Aerschot lost his temper at last. 
" Charters, charters I ” he cried in a 
rage; "you sliall Icam soon, ye that 
are thus howling for charters, that we 
have still the old means of making you 
dumb, with a rope on your throats. 
I tell you this — were you ever so 
much hounded on by tho Fiinco of 
Oiange.”^ 

The violence of the new governor 
excited the wrath of Imbize. He 
I roke from him abruptly, and rushed 
to a rendezvous of his confederates, 
every man of whom was ready for a 
desperate adventure. Groups of ex- 
cited people were seen vociferating in 
different places. A drum was heard 
to rattle from time to time, never- 
theless, the rising tumult seemed to 
subside again aft^ a season, owing 
partly to tho exertions of the magis- 
trates, partly to the absence of Ryliove. 
At four in the afternoon that gentle- 
man entered the town, and iidiug 
directly to tho head-quarters of the 
conspiracy, was incensed to hear that 
the woik, which had begun so bravely, 
hod been allowed to cool. "'Tis a 
time,” he oned, “ for vigilance. If we 
sleep now, shall be dead in our 
beds before morning. Better to fan 
tbe fire which has begun to blase in 
the pdbple’s heart. Better to gather 
the fruit while it is ripe. Let us go 
forward, each with his followers, and 
I pledge myself to lead the way. Let 
us scuttle ihe old ship of riavery ; let 

1 Sfetereu, vii. 127, Hoofd, xu 634. Van 
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us hunt the Spanish Inquisition, once 
for all, to the hell from whence it 
camel”* 

“There spoke the voice of a man I ”* 
cried the lilemish captain, Mieghem, 
one of rile chief conspirators; "lead 
on, Byhove, I swear to foUow you as 
far as our legs will carry us.” Thus 
encouraged, Byhove rushed about the 
city, calhng uxion tho people every- 
where to rise. They rose almost tu a 
Tuau. Arming and mustermg at dif- 
ferent points, according to previous 
arraugements, a vast number assem- 
bled by toll of bell, after nightfall, on 
the public square, whence, under com- 
mand of llyhove, they swept to the 
residence of Aerschot at Sauit Bavoii. 
The guards, seeing the fierce mob ap- 
liroachmg, brandiriiing spears and wav- 
ing torches, had scarce time to dose 
the gates, as the people loudly de- 
manded entrance and tho dclivei’y to 
them of the Governor. Both daiin.s 
were refused. “Let us bum the birds 
in their neats,” cned Byhove, without 
hedlation.'* Pitch, light wood, and 
other combustibles, were brought at 
his command, and in a few moments 
the palace would have been in flames, 
hod not Aerschot, seeing that the in- 
surgents were in earnest, capitulated. 
As soon as the gates were open, the 
foremost of the mob rushed upon him, 
and would have tom him limb from 
limb, had not Byhove resolutely inter- 
fered, and twice protected tho life of 
the Governor, at the peril of his own.® 
The Duke was then made a prisoner, 
and, under a strong guard, was con- 
veyed, still in his night-gown, and 
bare-footed, to the mansion of Byhove. 
All the other leading members of the 
Cariiolic party weie captured, the 
arrests proceeding tiU a late hour in 
the night. Bassiughem, Sweveghem, 
Pisch, De la Porta, and other promi- 
nent membei-B of the Plemish estates 
or council, were secured, but Cham- 
pagny was allowed to make his escape.' 
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^nieBUhops at Bruges and Ypres were 
ksB fortunate. Blood-councillor Hes- 
ids, whose letter— <geiiuine or counter- 
feit^ — had been so instrumental in 
hastening this outbreah, was most 
carefully guarded, and to him and to 
Senator Fisch the personal conse- 
quences of that night's work were to 
be very tragic. 

Thus audaciously, successfully, and 
hitherto without bloodshed, was the 
anU-Catholic revolution commenced in 
Flanders. The event was the first of a 
long and most signal senes. The deed 
was done. The provisional govern- 
ment was established, at the head of 
which was placed Byhove, to whom 
oaths of allegiance were rendered, sub- 
ject to the future arrangements of the 
statesgeneral and Orange. On the 9ih 
of November, the nobles, notables, and 
community of Ghent published an ad- 
dress, in which they elaborately de- 
fended the revolution which had been 
effected and the arrests which had 
taken place ; while the Catholic party, 
with Aerschot at its head, was declar^ 
to be secretly in league with Don John 
to bring back the Spanish troops, to 
overthrow the Prince of Orange, to 
deprive bim of the protectorate of 
Brabant, to set at nought the Ghent 
treaty, and to suppress the lleformed 
religion.^ 

The effect of this sudden lising of 
the pojnilar party was prodigious 
throughout the Netherlands. At the 
same time, the audacity of such ex- 
treme proceedings could hardly be 
countenanced by any considerable 
party in the states-general. Cham- 
pagny wrote to the Arince of Orange 
that, even if the letter of Hessels were 
I genume, it proved nothing against 

! Aerschot,* and he urged the necessity 
of suppressing such scene of licence 
imm^iately, through the mfiuence of 
those who could command the passions 
of the mob. Otherwise, he afiSrmed 
that all legitimate forms of justice 
, would disappear, and that it would be 
, easy to set &e bloodhounds upon any 
; game whatever. Saint Aldegonde 
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wrote to the Prince, that it wo-uld he 
a great point, but a very difficult one, 
to justify the Ghent transaction] for 
there was little doubt that the Hessels 
letter was a forgery.* It was therefore 
as well, no doubt, that the Prince had 
not decidedly committed himself to 
Byhove’s plot, and thi» deprived him- 
of the right to interfere afterward -. 
according to what seemed the claims of 
justice and sound poUcy. 

He now sent .^end Van Dorp to 
Ghent, to remonstrate with the leadeis 
of the insurrection upon the i iolence 
of their measures, snd to demand the 
liberation of the prisoners — a leqiicsl 
which was only comphed with in tlie 
case of Aerschot. That nobleman m a, 
hberated on the 14th of Novcmln’i, 
under the condition thiit he wouid 
solemnly pledge himself to foig# and 
forgne the treiitment which he had 
received, hut the other prisoners wep’ 
retained m custody for a much longe. 
period. A few weeks afterwards, tlio 
Pnnee of Orange visited Ghent, at the 
earnest request of the four estates of 
Flauders, and it was hoped that his 
presence would contribute to the re- 
storation of tranquiliity,* 

This visit was naturally honouiod 
by a brilliant display of “ilietoiieal” 
spectaeles and tableaux rhantt; tc- 
nothing could exceed the passion of 
the Netherlander of that century for 
apolegues and charades. In allegory 
they found an ever-i>resent comforter 
in then deepest afflictions. The pnnee 
was escorted from the Town-gate to 
the Jacob's church amid ablaze of tai'- 
barrels and torches, although it was 
mid-day, where a splendid exhibition 
had been arranged by that sovereiim 
guild of rhetono, “Jesus with the 
Balsam Flower." The drama was 
called Judas Haccabaius, m comph- 
ment to the Prince. In the centre of 
the stage stood the Hebrew patiiot, in 
full armour, symbolising the lUurtri- 
oua guest doing battle for hia country 
He was attended by the three estates 
of the country, ingeniously personified 
by a single mdividual, who wore the 
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vdvefc Ixamet of a aoble, tiie casaock 
of a prieet, and the breeches of a 
burgher.^ Groups of aUegoiiccd per- 
sonages were drawn up on the right 
and left; — Courage, Patriotism, Fiee- 
dom, Mercy, Diligence, and other 
estimable qualities upon one side, 
irere balancetf by Murder, Bapine, 
Treason, and the rest of the sister- 
hood of Crime, on the other. The 
Inquisition was represented as a lean 
and hungry hag. The “ Ghent PaeiS- 
cation” was dressed in cramoisy satin, 
and wore a city on her head for a tur- 
ban ; while, tied to her apron-strings, 
were Catholicism and Protestantism, 
bound in a lonng embrace by a chain 
of serenteen links, which she was foig- 
ing upon an anvil. Under the anvil 
was an individual in complete harness, 
engaged in eating his heart ; this was 
Discord. In front of the scene stood 
History and Hhetorio, attired as " tri- 
umphant maidens, in white garments,” 
each with a laurel crown and a burn- 
ing torch. These personages, after 
holding a rhymed Eclogue between 
themselves, filled with wondeiful con- 
ceits and quibhles, addressed the 
prince of Orange and Maccahams, one 
after the other, in a great quantity of 
veiy detestable verses. 

After much changing of scenes and 
groups, and an enormous quantity of 
Jlemish-woven poetry, tho "Ghent 
Peace ” came forward, leading a lion 
in one hand, and holdmg a heart of 
pure gold in tho other. The heart, 
upon which was inscribed Satceritaa, 
was then presented to the real Fnnce, 
as he sat "reposing after the spec- 
tacle,” snd^rhaps slightly yawmng, 
the gift bemg accompanied by another 
tremendcua discharge of complimen- 
tary yerses.* After this, WUliaiu of 
Orange was permitted to proceed to- 
wards the lodgings provided for him, 
but the magistrates and uotables mot 
him upon the threshold, and the pen- 


sionaiy in.-tde him a long oration. 
Even after the Prince was fairly 
housed, he had not escaped the fangs 
of allegory; for, while he sat at supper 
refreshing his exhausted frame a^r 
so much personification and metaphor, 
a symbolical personage, attired to ra. 
present the town corporation,* mode 
his appearance, and poured upon him 
a long and particularly dull heroic 
poem. Fortnmtely, this episode closed 
the labours of the day. 

On the 7th of December 1677, the 
stafes-general formally declared that 
Don John was no longer Stadholder, 
Governor, nor Captam-Geueral, but on 
infractor of the peace which he had 
sworn to maintain, and an enemy of 
the fatherland. AH nativea of the 
country who should shew him favour 
or assistance were declared rebels and 
toaitors; and by a separate edict, 
issued the same day, it was ordamed 
that nn inventory of the estatea of such 
persons should forthwith he taken,* 

Thus the war, which had for a brief 
period been suspended during the 
angry, tortuous, and hopeless negotia- 
tions which snoceeded the orri^ of 
Don John, was once more to be let 
loose. To this point had tended all 
the policy of Orange — faithf ul os ever 
to the proverb with which he had 
broken off the Breda conferences^ 
" that war was preferable to a doubt- 
ful pence.” Even, however, as lus 
policy had pointed to a war as the 
necessary forerunner of a solid peace 
with Spain, so had his efforts already 
advanced toe cause of internal religi- 
ous concord within the provinces 
toemselvea On the 10th of Decem- 
ber, a new act of union was signed at 
Brussels, by which those of the Bo- 
man Church and those who bad re- 
tired from that commnnion bound 
themselves to reqiect and to protect 
each other with mutual guaiontoea 
against all enemies whatsoever.* Here 


1 --Beachiilvinghe van het aeue dat ver- 
toocht wierd tsr iukomste Van der Ex- 
ocUentie. dia Frinzen van Onuigian, buinen 
der Stod van Gbendt."— Oben^t, lt78. For 
the bistoiy of ait in Flaadois oud Europe 
this little volume; filM, not only with toe 
poetry, but with the designs and. aiehltee- 
toial emboUiShments employed upon this 
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was a step beyond the Ghent Pacifica- 
<ioD, and in tiie same direction. The 
first treaty tacitiy introduced tolera- 
tion by suppressing the right of perse- 
oution, but the new union placed the 
Beformed religion on a level with the 
old. This was the result of the 
Prince’s efforts; and, in truth, there 
was no lack of eagerness among these 
professors of a faith which had been 
so long rmder ban to take advantage 
of his presence. Out of dark edleys, 
remote thickets, subterranean eonven- 
tioles, where the dissenters had so long 
been trembling for their Uvea, the op- 
pressed now came forth into the light 
of day. They indulged openly in those 
forms of' worship which persecution 
had affected to i-egaid with as much 
holy horror as the Badahuennan or 
Hercynian mysteries of Celtic i^ea 
could inspii-e, and they worshipped 
boldly the common God of Catholic 
and Puritan, in the words moat conso- 
nant to their tastes, without dreading 
the gibbet as an inevitable result of 
their audacity. 

In truth, the time had arrived for 
bringing the northern and southern, 
the Celtic and German, the Protestant 
and Catholic, hearts together, or else 
for acquiescing in their perpetual 
divorce. If the sentiment of nation- 
ahty, the cause of a common father- 
land, could now overcome the attach- 
ment to a particular form of worship 
— if a common danger and a common 
destiny could now teach the great 
lesson of mutual toleration, it might 
yet be possible to create a united 
Netherlaud, and defy for ever the 
power of Spain. Since the XTnion of 
Brussels, of January 1577, the intei-nal 
cancer of religious discord had again 
begun to coirode the body politic. 
The Pacification of Ghent had found 
the door open to religious toleration. 
It had not opened, but had left it open. 


EenBvoglio, Van dor Vynckt, Qrobius, and 
oven the constitutional historian, Kluit, ore 
all silent concerning this remarkable Act of 
Union. Hoofd alludes to it in exactly two 
hnea ; Stiada, De Thou, and Wogenaer, are 
raually concise The Archivanus de J onghe 
1 however, left nothmg to be desired m 

1 1" mteresting monography ( * Verhande- 

^^imgen en Onmtgcgevone dtukken," pn. 16S- 
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The Union of Brussels had cloBod the 
door again. Contrary to the hopes of 
the Prmoe of Orange and of the patriots 
who followed in his track, the sanction 
-given to the Boman religion had ani- 
mated the Catholics to fr^h arrogance 
and fresh peiaeoution. In the course of 
a few months, the only fifuits of the new 
union, from which so much had been 
hoped, were to be seen in imprison- 
ments, confiscations, banishments, exe- 
outions.^ The Perpetual Edict, by 
which the fifteen provinces had united 
in acknowledging Don John while the 
Protestant stronghold of Holland and 
Zealand had been placed in a state of 
isolation by the wise distrust of Orange, 
had widened the breach between Ca 
tholicB and Protestants The subse- 
quent conduct of Don John had cou 
firmed the suspicions and demonstrated 
the sagacity of the Prince. The seizurt 
of Hamur and the open hostility avowed 
by the Governor once more forced the 
provinces together. The suppressed 
fiames of nationality burst for& again 
Catholic and Protestant, Fleming one 
Hollander, instinctively approachce 
each other, and felt the necessity o 
standing once more shoulder to shoiil 
dor in defence of their common rights 
The Prince of Orange was called foi 
by the unanimous cry of the whole 
country. He came to Bi-uasels His 
first step, as already narrated, was to 
break off negotiations which had been 
already ratified by the votes of the 
states-general. The measure was re- 
considered, under pretence of adding 
certain amendments. Those amend- 
ments were the unconditional articles 
of surrender proposed for .Don John’s 
signature ou the 25th of September— 
articles which could only elicit 'words 
of defiance from his lips. ., 

Thus far the Prince’s object was 
accomplished. A treacherous peace, 
which would have insured destruction. 


SOI), besides publishing the original French 
text of the important document. The con- 
tempoinry histonans above cited (Meteren 
and Haroeus) had already gi^en its suh- 
stimce. . 

1 **Die niouwe Oder nadere Unie van 
BrusseU.” — ^Doov J. 0. Jongho, Verhande- 
Uiigon und Onuitg. Btedck., p, ISA 
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wag averteil, bul a new obataole to the Bruegels " degorvea eapecial place in 
der^opment of highroad and energetic the hiatory of human progregg. TTn- 
gchemeg aroae in the intrigue which fortunately, it was destined to a brief 
brought the Archduke from Vienna, existence. The battle of Qemblomg 
The cabals of Orange’s secret enemies was its death-blow, and before the end 
were again thwarted with the same of a month, the muon thus hopefully 
adroitness to which his avowed onto- constructed was shattered for ever, 
gonists were Arced to succumb. Mat- The Melherland peojde was never 
thias was made the exponent of the united again. 1^ idle Union of 
new policy, the standard-bearer of the Utrecht, seven states subsequently 
new union which the Prince now rescued their existence, and hved to 
succeeded in establishing ; for his next construct a powetM republio. The 
step was immediately to impress upon rest were destmed to remain tor oen- 
the provinces which had thus united tnries in the condition of provinces to 
in casting down the gauntlet to a com- a distant metropolis, to be shifted 
man enemy the necessity of uniting in about as make-weights in political 
a permanent l&igue. One province balances, and only in oar own age 
was abteady lost by the fall of Mamur. to come into the honourable rank of 
The bonds of a permanent union for independent constitutional states, 
the other sixteen could be constructed The Prince had, moreover, strength- 
of bnt one material — ^religious tolera- ened himself for the coming struggle 
tiou, and for a moment, the genius of by an alliance with England. The 
Orange, always so far beyond bis age, Ihrifty but politic Queen, fearing tho 
succeeded in raising the mass of his result of the secret practices of Alen^on 
countiymen to the elevation upon — ^whom Orange, as she suspected, ^1 
which he had bo long stood alone. kept in reserve to be played off, in case 

The “new or nearer Union of of need, against Matth^ and Don 
Brussels” was signed on the 10th of John — ^had at last consented to a treaty 
December, eleven monthe after the of alliance and subsidy. On the 7tb 
formation of the first union. This of Jannary 1678, the Marquis Havr6, 
was the third and, unfortunately, the envoy from the estates, conduded an 
last confederation of all the Nether- arrangement in London, hy which the 
lands. The original records have been Queen was to lend them her credit — 
lost, hat it is known that the measure in other words, to endorse their ohliga- 
was accepted unanimously in the tions, to the amount of one hundr^ 
esiates-general as soon as presented ^ thousand pounds sterling. The money 
The leadmg Catholic nobles were with was to be raised wherever the statro 
•the army, but a deputation, sent to the might he able to negotiate the bills, 
camp, returned with their signatures and her liability was to cease within a 
and hearty approval ; with the signo- year. She was likewise to be coUater- 
tures and appiovalof such determined ally secured by pledges from certain 
Catholics the Lalains, Meluns, cities in the Ne&erlands.^ This amount 
Egmont, and La Motte ’ If such men was certamly not colossal, while tho 
cmild unite for the eake of the father- conditions were sufficiently pareimoni- 
land m on act of religious toleration, ous. At the eome time a beginning 
what lofty hopes for the future was wiis made, and the principle of subsidy 
not the Prince justified in forming; was established. The Queen, further- 
forit was the Prince alone ^ who accom- more, agreed to send five thousand 
plished this victory of reason over mfontry and one thousand cavalry to 
passion. As a monument, not only of the provinoes, under the command of 
ms genius, but of the elevated aspirsr an officer of high rank, who was to 
tions of a whole people in on age of have a seat and vote in the Netherland 
intolerance^ the " doser • Union of Council of State.* These troops were 

1 Do Jongbe, p. 188. ’ Janghe, p. 186, seq. Meerbeok. Dbronyk,, 
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to 1>e paid Ijy the provinces, but 
f anushea by the Queen. The estates 
-were to form no treaty without her 
Imowledge, nor undertake any move* 
tnent of importance without her con- 
sent. In case she should be herself 
attacked by any foreign power, the 
provinces were to assist her to the 
same extent as the amount of aid now 
afforded to themselves ; and in case of 
a naval war, with a fleet of at least 
forty ships. It hod already been 
arranged that the appointment of the 
Frmce of Orange as Lieutenant-General 
for Matthias was a tine qua non in any 
treaty of assistance with England. 
Soon after the conclusion of this con- 
vention, Sir Thomas Wilkes was de- 
spatched on a special mission to Spinn, 
and Mr Leyton sent to confer privately 
with Don John.^ It was not probable, 
however, that the diplomatic skill of 
either would make this new arrange- 
ment palatable to Philip or his Gover- 
nor. 

Within a few days after their signa- 
ture of this important treaty, the 
Frinco hod, at length, wholly succeod- 
od in conquermg the conflicting pas- 
nons in the states-general, and in re- 
conciling them, to a certain extent, 
with each other. The closer union 
had been excepted, and now thirty 
articles, which had been prepared 
under his superintendence, and hod 
already on the 17th of December been 
accepted by Matthias, were established 
os the fundamental terms, according 
to which the Archduke was to be 
received os Governor-General ’ No 
power whatever was accorded to the 
young man, who had come so far with 
eager and ambitious views As the 
Prince had neither solicited nor de- 
sired a visit which had, on the con- 
trary, been the result of hostile ma- 
chinations, the Archduke could hardly 
complun lhat the power accorded him 
was but shadowy, and that his pre- 
sence was rendered superfluoua It 
was not surprising that the common 

1 Bor, zi 900-003, Metoren, ubi sup. 

3 See the aiticlps at hill in Bor, xl. 727- 
9S0. In the notes of Be Beiffenbeig to Van 
OjVynekt, U. 308-883 , and in Meteron, vU. 
ISO, toey are given with mucS less exact- 


people gave him the name of Orqffier, 
or registering derk to the Prince;’ 
for his functions were almostlimited to 
the signing of acts which were coun- 
tersigned by Orange. According to 
the atipulations of the Queen of &g. 
land, and the views of the whole 
popular party, the Prince remained 
lluward of Brabant, notwithstanding 
the appointment of a nominal Gover- 
nor-Gleneral, by whom his own duties 
were to be superseded. 

The articles which were laid down 
os the basis upon which the Archduke 
was to be accepted, composed an ample 
representative constitution, by which 
all the legislative and many of the 
executive powers of government were 
bestowed upon the states-general or 
upon the council by them to be elect- 
ed To avoid remaimng in the qpiidi- 
tion of a people thus left without a 
head, the states declared themselves 
willing to accept Matthias as Governor- 
General, on condition of the King’s 
subsequent approbation, and upon the 
general basis of the Ghent treaty. 
The Archduke, moreover, was to toko 
an oath of allegiance to tiie King and 
to the tlalcs-geneml at the same time, 
lie was to govern the land by the 
advice of a state-council, the members 
of which were to be appointed by the 
states-general, and were "to be native 
Netherlanders, true patriots, and nei- 
ther ambitions nor greedy." '' In all 
matters discussed before the state- 
council, a majority of votes was to 
decide. The Governor-General, with 
his Council of State, should conclude 
nothing concerning the common affaii a 
of the nation — su^ as r^^ucsts, loans, 
treaties of peace or declarations of war, 
allianceB or confederacies with foreign 
nations — ^without the consent pf the 
states-generaL Ha was to issue no 
edict or ordmance, and introduce no 
law, without the consent of the same 
body duly assembled, and representing 
each individual province.^’ A majority 
of the members was declared necessary 

noBS — Compare the remarks of Oroeu van 
Fnnsterer, Archives, vi. 2S9, l/to. 

a Tsasia iv. 990. 
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^ to a guonm ot the coonoiL wUl acts 
and despatches vere to he drawn up 
by a member of the board. The 
states-general were to assemble when, 
uAere, and a> often at, and remain in 
session as long as, they miffM thinh U 
expedient?- At the request of any 
individoal pro^ce, concerning mat- 
ters about whimi a convention of the 
generality was customary, the other 
states should be bound to assemble 
without waiting for direotions from 
the GovemoF-GeneraL* The estates 
of each particular province were to 
assemble at their pleasure. The gover- 
nor and Council, with advice of the 
siates-general, were to appoint all the 
principal military officers. Troops 
were to le enrolled and garrisons es- 
tablished by and with the consent of 
the sUtes. Governors of provinces 
were ra be appointed by the Governor- 
General, with advice of his council, 
and with the consent of the estates of 
the province interested All military 
afiairs were to be conducted during 
war by the governor, with advice of 
his council, while the estates were to 
have absolute control over the levy- 
ing and expenditure of the common 
funds of the country.* 

It is sufficiently plain from this 
brief summsiy, that the powers thus 
conferred upon Ilatthios alone, were 
absolutely nuU, while those which he 
might exercise in conjunction with 
the statqcouncU were not much more 
extenmve. The actual force of the 
government — legislative, executive, 
and administrative — was lodged in 
the general assembly, while no autiio- 
rity was left to the King, except the 
nominal righfrtb approve these revo- 
lutionary proceedings, according to 
the statement in the preamble. Such 
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a reservation in favour of his Majesty 
seemed a superfluous sarcasm. It was 
furthermore resolved that the Prince 
of Orange should be appointed Lieu- 
tenant-General for Matthias, and be 
continued in his office of Buward." 
This constitution, drawn up undbr the 
superintendence of the Prince, had 
been already accepted by Matthias, 
while still at Antwerp, and upon the 
18th of January 1578, the ceremony 
of his inauguration took place. 

It was the third triumphal proces- 
sion whitdi Brussels had witnessed 
within nine months. It was also the 
most brilliant of all; for the burghers, 
as if to make amends to the Archduko 
for the actual nullity to which he had 
been reduced, seemed resolved to rtuse 
him to the seventh heaven of idlegoiy. 
By the rhetorical guilds he was re- 
garded as the most brilliant constel- 
lation of virtues which had yet shone 
above the Flemish horizon. A bril- 
liant cavalcade, headed by Orange, 
accompanied by Count John of Nas- 
sau, the Prince de Chimay and other 
notables, met him at Yilvooide, and 
escorted him to the city gate. On an 
open field, outside the town. Count 
l^Bsu hod arranged a review of troops, 
concluding with a sham-fight, which, 
in the words of a dassical contem- 
porary, seemed os “bloody a rencontre 
as that between Duke Miltiodes of 
Athens and King Darius upon the 
plains of Attica.’’* The procession 
entered the Louvain gate, through a 
splendid triumphal ar^, filled with, a 
band of invisible musicians, "I be- 
lieve that Orpheus had never played 
so melodioudy on his harp,” says the 
same author!^, “nor Apollo on his 
lyre, nor Pan on his lute, as the city 
waits then performed.”' On entering 

tigen Aertsboge Matthias biiinen die Fnnce- 
bfeke Btadt van Brussela” — ’t Antwerpen. 
Flsntin, 1679 This little contemponuy 
pubbcatlon, drawn up by J. B. Houwaer^ 
confams a detailed account of the festivities 
upon this occasion, together with all the 
poems Bung and spoken, and well executed 
engravings of the decomtiousJtemples, thear 
trea and triumphal arches. Forthclitefaiy 
and arbstlc history of Flanders and Br abMl h 
it IB important. The copy used by tha writer 
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the gates, Matthias was at once de- 
llTered over to the hands of mytho- 
lo^, the huigheis and rhetoricians 
ti£^ possession of their Uiustrious 
captive, and being deteimined to outdo 
themselves in demonstiatious of wel- 
come. The representatives of the 
"nine nations” of Brussels met him 
in the Ritter-street, followed by a gor- 
geous retinue. Although it was mid- 
day, aU bore flaming torches. Al- 
though it was January, the streets 
were strewed with flowers. The 
houses were festooned with gailands, 
and hung with brilliant silks and vel- 
vets. The streets were thronged with 
spectators, and encumbered with tri- 
umphal arches. On the Grande Place, 
always the central scene in Brussels, 
whether for comedies, or tournaments, 
or esecutious, the principal dramatic 
effects had been accumulated. The 
qilcndid front of the Hdtel de ViUe 
was wreathed with scarfs .and banners; 
its windows and balconies, as well as 
those of the picturesque houses which 
formed the square, were crowded with 
gaily-dressed w'omen. Upon the area 
of the place, twenty-four theatres had 
been elected, where a seiles of magni- 
ficent hrmg pietuies weie represented 
by the most beautiful young fcmaleB 
that could be found iu the city. All 
Were attired in brocades, embroideries, 
and cloth of gold. The subjects of 
the tabUaux vivanU were, of course, 
most classic, for the Hetherlanders 
were nothing, if not allegorical; yet, 
as spectacles, provided by burghers 
and artisans fur the amusement of 
their fellow-citizens, they certainly 
proved a considerable culture in the 
people who could thus be amused. 
All the groups were artistically ar^ 
ranged. Upon one tlieatre stood Juno 
with her peacock, presenting Matthias 
with the city of Brussels, which she 
held, beautifully modelled, in her 
hand. Upon another, Cybele gave 
him the keys. Reason handed him a 
bridle, Hebe a basket of flowers. Wis- 
dom a looking-glass and two law books, 
Diligence a pair of spurs ; while Con- 
Btani^, Magnanimity, Prudence, and 


other virtues, furnished him with a 
helmet, corslet, spear, and shield. 
Upon other theatres, Bellona present- - 
ed him with several men-atarms, tied 
-in a bundle ; Fame gave him her trum- 
pet, and Gloiy her crown. Upon one 
stage Quintus Curtius, on horseback, 
was seen plunging into the yawning 
abyss; upon six others Scipio Afri 
canus was exhibited, as he appeared 
in the most picturesque momenta of 
his career,^ The bea^ess Archduke 
had never achieved anything, save his 
noctmaial escape from Vienna m h-s 
night-gown ; but the honest Flemings 
chone to regard him as a re-mcai nation 
of those two emment Roinaus. Car- 
rled away by their own learnjpg, the; 
already looked upon him as a myth ; 
and such indeed he was destined to 
remain throughout his Hetl^prlaiid 
career. After surveying ail iheiu 
wonders, Matthias was led up the 
hill again to the ducal palace, where, < 
after heating speeches and odes till lie 
was exhausted, he was at lost aUuw'cd 
to eat his supper and go to bed. 

Meantime iho citizens feasted in th> 
streets. Bonfires were blazing every- 
where, at which the people roasted 
"geese, pigs, capons, partridges, and 
chickens,” while upon all sides weie 
the merriest pipmg and dancing Oi 
a sudden, a fiery di^on was seen flying 
through the air. It poised fora whilr 
over ie heads of the revelhng crowd 
in the Grande Place, and then buist 
with a prodigious exiilosion, sending 
forth rockets and other fiieworks in 
evei y dh ection. This exhibition, then 
a new one, so fiightened the people, 
that they all took to their heels, “as 
if a thousand soldier8''had assaulted 
them," tumbling over each other in 
great confusion, and so dispersuig to 
Gieir homes.’ 

The next day Matthias took the 
oaths as Governor-General, to snppaii 
the new constitution, while the Prmee 
of Orange was sworn in as Lieutonout- 
General and Governor of Brabant. 
Upon the next a splendid banquet 
was give;^ them in the grind hall of the - 
Efitel de YBle, by the states-general. 
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and when the clothe was removed, with handsome aUusions to the inevit- 
Shetoric made her last and most in- able Quintus Curtius and Scipio Afri- 
’’ genious demonstralion, through the canus. oonduding words of the 
mmons guild of "TSary with the speech were not spoken, hut were 
Flower Cfarland.” taken as the cue for a ^lendid <ha- 

Two individuals — the one attired as rade ; the long suffering Scipio again 
a req>ectahle burgher, the other as a making his appearance, in company 
cleiical personae in gown and bands with ^exander and Hannibal; the 
— made their appearance upon a stage, group typifying the future government 
opposite the seats of their Highnesses, of Hatthras. After each of these heroic 
pronounced a long dialogue in individuals had i^outed a hundred lines 
rhyme. One of the speakers rejoiced or so, the play was terminated, and 
in the appellation of the “Heairiiig Bhetoiio took her departure. The 
. Heart," &e other was called “ Com- eompany had remained at table during 
mon Comfort," Common Sense might this long representation, and now the 
Lave been more to the purpose, dessert was served, consisting of a 
but appeared to have no part in the " richly triumphant banquet of con- 
play, Seairmg Heart, being of an fectionary, marmalade, and all kinds 
inquisitive disposition, propounded a of genteelnesses in sugar." * 
series of puzsling questions, mytholo- Meanwhile, Hon John sat chafing 
gical in their nature, which seemed like and almost frenzied with rage atHh- 
dassical conundrums, having ref eiuncer mur. Ceitainly he had reasons enough 
, mainly, to the proceedings of Venus, for losing his temper, fiever since 

' Heptune, Juno, and other divinities.^ the days of Maximilian had king’s 

They appeared to have little to do brother been so bearded by reb^ 
with Matthias or the matter in hand. The Cross was humbled in we dusi^ 

but Common Comfort knew better, the royal authoiity openly derided. 

That clerical personage, accoidmgly, his Majesty’s representative locked 
in a handsome allowance of rhymes, up in a forfress, while “ the aocuised 
informed his despiuiing oollsague that Kdnce of Orange ’’ reigned supreme 
everything would end well ; that Ju- in Brussels, wi& an imperial Arch- 
pitei; Diana, Venus, and the rest of duke for his private secretary, 
them would all do their duty, and The Governor addressed a long, pii- 
that Belgica would he relieved from vate, and most hitter letter to tho 
sU her woes, at the advent of a certain Emperor, for the purpose of setting 
individual Whereupon cried Desiring himself right in the opinion of tliat 
Heart: potentate, and of giving Inm certain 

Oh Common Comfort I who Is he T hints os to what was expected of the 
His name, and of what fhmilyf imperial court hy Bhilip and hiiuRfllf . 

To which ' Comfort responded by He expressed cmifidence that the im- 
mentioning the Archduke, in a poeti- perial commissioners would have some 
cal and higbal^CompUmantaiy stiiiin, effect in bringing about the pacifica- 



Or, ha the vemaonlaip— 

When ahull Jove hlB Ihthor follow. 

Or briny Ifeptnne Fhaethon awollow. 

Or Berc’lce ^ve off Hydra cnnipuis, 

Or honest Tinc.m give up Umpwg. 

Or Brontes cease to forge liie thunderf 
All theeo ere wondoia upon wonder — 
etc., etc. » 


J 


Sommare BMc^iyvInghe^ cto. eka 


a <• Hy 18 van E^erllckou stamme ghe- 
boxen. 

Aartsbortoge Hatthi.i 8 is sunon name. 

Die geiieiale ataten habkru bom glie- 
coien, 

Voor OouvemeuT, door aljno gocte 
dune 

Hy la ala Julius Cosar ecraame,** 
etc , etc. Som. BeschiyT. 

Ho la formed of fine matenal. 

And la sprung of race impenel. 

He is la are os Julius Caesar, 
Arolidiike Matthias is his name ; 

He is oUoBcn Govemor-Genoral 
By thff statea, ibr his gnat famn— 
eto» eta. 
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Son of the hTbtherlands, and protested 
,, his OTTO strong desire for such, a result, 
provided ^irays that the two great 
points of the Catholic religion and his 
ilajesty’s authority were preserved in- 
tact, “ In the hope that those articles 
woiUd be maintained,” said he, “ I have 
emptied cities and important places of 
their garrisons, when I might easily 
have kept the soldiers, and with the 
soldiers the places, against all the 
world, instead of consigning them to 
the care of men who at this hour 
have arms in their hand against their 
natural prince." He dedared vehe- 
mently that in ail his conduct, since 
his arrival in the provinces, he had 
been governed exclusively by the in- 
terests of Philip, an object which he 
should steadily pursue to the end. He 
urged, too, that the Hmperor, being of 
the some house as Philip, and there- 
fore more obliged than all others to 
sustain his quarrel, would do well to 
espouse his cause with all the warmth 
possible. " The forgetfulness by vas- 
sals," said Don John, “of the obedi- 
ence due to their sovereign is so 
dangerous, that all princes and poten- 
tates, even those at the moment 
exempt from trouble, should assist 
in preparing the remedy, in order 
that their eubjects also may not take 
it into their heads to do the hke, 
liberty being a coTttagvnu dueaee, vihidt 
goa on injecting one neighbour after 
another, if the acre be not promptly ap 
plied." ^ It was, he averred, a despe- 
rate state of things for monarchs, 
when subjects, having obtained such 
eoncessions as the Netherlandcrs had 
obtained, nevertheless loved him and 
obeyed him so little. They shewed, 
hut too clearly, that the causes alleged 
by them had been but pretexte, m 
o^er to effect designs, long ago con- 
ceived, to overthrow the ancient con- 
stitution of the country, and to live 
thenceforward in unbridled liberty. 

1 “ Obtlaaancede leur PnnceaouTe. 

rein, obly do laquelle est ai dangoroulx quo 
Umo princes et potentate volres ceulx qui 
prtoenteinent oont exempts de troubles on 
Mrvolent solgner le remade aifin quo, e 
I'exmple de cenlx d les lours ne prennont 
qud^Jour envyo de le sqmblable, etant 
M iiberte qu'ils (merchent oomme una m,U 

Ik 


So many indecent acts had been com- 
mitted prejudicial to religion and to 
his Majesty's grandeur, that the Cover 
nor avowed his determination to have 
no farther communication with the 
provmcea without fresh commands to 
that effect. He begged the Emperoi 
to pay no heed to wlmbthe states eaid, 
but to observe what they did He as- 
sured him that nothing could be more 
senseless than the reports that Philip 
and his Governor-General in the Ne- 
therlands were negotiating with France, 
for the purpose of ahenating the pru- 
vmces foom the Austrian cron n. Philip, 
being chief of the family, and soveieigii 
of the Netheilands, could not commit 
the absurdity of giving awaj^his on >i 
property to other people, nor would 
Don John choose to be an instrument 
in BO foolish a transaction.^ T]}e Go- 
vernor entreated the Emperor, theie- 
fore, to consider such fables as the in- 
vention of malcontents and traitois, oi 
whom there were no lack at his couit, 
and to remember that nothing uas 
more necessary for the preservation oi 
the greatness of his family than to 
cultivate the best relations with all its 
members. “ Therefore,” said he, with 
an absurd affectation of candour, “ al- 
though I make no doubt whatevci that 
the expedition hitherwards of the Ai cli- 
duke Matthias has been made uith the 
best intentions, nevertheless, many are 
of opinion that it would have been 
better altogether omitted. If the Arch- 
duke," he continued, with hardly dis- 
sembled irony, “ be desirous of taking 
choige of his Majesty’s affairs, it would 
be preferable to employ himself m the 
customary manner. Your Majesty 
would do a laudable aSuon by recall- 
ing him from this place, accoidiug to 
your Majesty’s promise to me to that 
effect." In conclueion, Don Jbhn com- 
plained that difficulties had been placed 
in his way for making levies of troops 
in the Empire, while every facility had 

contogieulx qui vast mfectant au voiem si 
en temps ot promptement ny est remtdia.” 

• « - car estant Icelle ksboJ de la dlto 

maleon et 8g' dee Paya Bee Berolt cbosa 
absurde do liu attnbuor une imprudence si 
grande qua de dgnner le slon t autrui et i 
mol Qu'en vouldxniB eatre riustrament.” 








been afforded to tiie rebels. He there- 
fiore urgently insisted that so unnatural 

* and unjust a condition of a^irs should 
be remedied.^ 

Bon John was not BOny in his heart 
that the crisis was at lart come. His 
chain was broken. His wrath exploded 
in his first inteiaiew with Leyton, the 
English envoy, whom Queen Elizabeth 
had despatched to cahn^ if possible, 
his inevitable anger at her recent 
trealy with the states.* He knew 
nothing of England, he aoid, nor of 
France, nor of the Emperor. His 
) Catholic hlajesty had commissioned 
him now to make war upon these re- 
b^iouB provinces. He would do it 
with all, his heart. As for the Em> 
peror, he would unchain the Turks 
upon him for his perfidy. As for the 
burgh^ of Brussels, they would soon 
feel his vengeance.* 

It was very obvious that these were 

* not idle tl^ata. War had again 
broken loose throughout these doomed 
provinces. A small but well-appointed 
army bad been rapidly collecting under 
the banner of Don John at Luxem- 
burg, Peter Ernest Monsfeld had 
brought many well-tr^ed troops 
from France, and Prince ^exander 
of Parma h^ arrived with several 
choice and veteran regiments of Italy 
and Spain.^ The old achooHellow, 
playmate, and comrade of Don John, 
was shocked on his arrival, to witness 
the attenuated frame and care-worn 
features of his uncle.* The son of 
Charles the Fifth, the hero of Lepanto, 
seemed even to have lost the air of 
majesty which was so natural to him, 
for petty ing^, perpetual crosses, 

f seemed to have left their squalid 
f traces upon his features. Keverthe- 
lesi^ th^ crusader was alive again, at 

1 This letter, which has never been pub- 
liAed, 18 in Kencb, an tlie handwnhngr of 
I John Baptist de Tossis, and signed by Don 
L John. It is dated Luxembourg, 11th of 
January 1578, and is in the coUeotion of 
UBS. in the Brussels Archiyea, entitled, i 
Reconciliation des Froymees Wallones ' ~ 
1 1. 44-54 

1 » Bor, xl. 931. V 

* Bor, XI. OSl. HoofA xiu. 546 
4 Ibid., xii. 93% 933. Ibi^ Stiada,ix.480. 

* ** Attonuata non mogis yalotudiM quam i 


I the notes of warlike preporariona which 
I now resounded throughout the land. 

On the 25th of January he ia g u e d a 
proclamation, couched in three Ian- 
I guages — ^French, German, ondFlemish 
He declared in this document that he 
had not come to enslave the provinces, 
but to protect them. At the anmA 
time he meant to re-establish his Ma- 
jesty’s authority, and the down-trod 
religion of Rome. He summoned all 
citizens and all soldiers throughout 
the provinces to join his banners, 
offering them pardon for idieir past 
offences, and protection against here- 
tics and rebels.* This declaration was 
the natural consequence of the ex- 
change of defiances which had already 
taken place, and it was evident also 
that the angry manifesto was soon to 
be followed up by vigorous blows. 
The army of Don John already num- 
bered more than twenly thousand well- 
seasoned and disciplined veterans.^ He 
was himself the most illustrious chief- 
tain in Europe. He was surrounded 
by lieutenants of the moat brilliant 
reputation. Alexander of Parma, who 
h^ fought with distinction at Lepanto, 
was already recognised as poBsessiiig 
that signal military genius which was 
soon to stamp him as the first soldier 
of his age; while Manafeld,Mondragon, 
Mendoza, and other distinguished offi- 
cers, who bad already won so much 
fame in the Netherlands, had now re- 
turned to the scene of their former 
achievements.* 

On the other hand, the military 
affairs of the states were in confusion. 
Troops in nearly equal numbers to 
those of the royal army had been au* 
sembled, but the chief offices had been 
bestowed, by a mistaken policy, upon 
the great nobles. Already the jealousy 

specie lUa majestateque foitunatiasimi Iz> 
peratons.”— IblA 

* Proclomation in Bor, xii 932, 933 Com- 
pare Cabrera, xu. 966. 

7 Bor, XU. 932 Hoofd, xiu. 546, 647, My 
22,800, yis.,— 4000^ani8b, 4000 French, 
6000 Germans, 6800 Walloons, 2500 cayaliy; 
total, 22,300; — about 20,000 according to 
Btrado, iz. 469 Cabrera asserts fiiat there 
were but 10,000 in Don John's army, while 
the forces of the enemy amounted to double 
that number.-}'Xii. 907% 

• Strada, iz. 467. 
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Orange, entertained by their 'whole 
nrder, was painhiUy apparent. Not- 
withstanding the aig^ popularity 
which had made his appointment as 
liieatenant-General inevitable, it was 
not easy for him always to vindicate 
bis authority over captious and rival 
magnates.^ He had every wish to 
conciliate the affections of men whom 
he could not in his heart respect, and 
he went as far in gratifying &eir am- 
bition as compoi-ted with his own 
dignity; perhaps farther than woa 
consistent with the national interests. 
He was stUl wiUing to trust Lalain, of 
whose good affection to the country he 
felt sure. He had even been desirous 
of declining the office of Lieutenant- 
General, in order to avoid giving that 
nobleman the least occasion to think 
“that he would do him, or any other 
gentleman of the amy, prejudice in 
any single matter in the world.” ‘ 
magnanimity had not heen re- 
paid with corresponding confidence. 
We have already seen that Lalain had 
been secretly in the interest of Anjou 
ever since ms wife and himself hod 
lost their he.arta to Marg.-iret of Na- 
val ro; yet the Count was chief com- 
mander of the infantry in the states’ 
army then assembled Robert Melun, 
Vicomte do Gand, was commander of 
the cavaliy,’ but ho had recently been 
private envoy from Don John to the 
English Queen.^ Roth these gentle- 
aien, together with Pardieu De la 
Hotte, general of the artillery, were 
voluntai^y absent from the forces, 
under pretext of celebrating the wed- 
ding of the Seigneur De Bersel with 
the niece and heiress of the unfoitu- 
nate Marquis of Bergen.^ The ghost 
of that ill-starred noble might almost 
have seemed to rise at the nuptial 
banquet of his heiress, to warn the 
traitors of the signal and bloody mas- 
sacre which their treachery was soon 
to occasion. Philip Egmont, eldest 


son of the famous Lamorad, was with 
the army, as was the Seigneur de E^ze, 
hero of ihe State Count’s arrest, and 1 
the unstable Havrd. But little was to he 
hoped from such leaders. Indeed, the 
affairs of the states oontinaed to in 
as perplexed a condition as that which 
honest John of Nassau had descrihed 
some weeks before. “ There were very 
few patriots,” he had said, “ but plenty 
of priests, with no lack of inexperienced 
lads — some looking for distinction, and 
othera for pelf.” “ j 

The two armies had been mustered * 
in the latter d.ay8 of Januaiy. Tbi 
Pope had issued a bull for the benefit 
of Don .John, precisely similar to those 
formerly employed in the ^criisadra 
against the Sheens.' Authonty was 
given him to levy contributions upon 
ecclesiastical property, while fiij^ abso- 
lution, at the hour of death, for all 
crimes committed during a whole life- 
time, was proclaimed to those who . 
should now join the stond-ard of the 
Cross. There was at least no con- 
cealment. The Crescent-wearing Zea- 
landers had been taken at their word, 
and the whole nation of Netberiandeis 
were formally banned as unhelieverb. 
The forces of Don John were mustered 
at Marche in Luxemburg ; those of the 
states in a plain wi thin a few miles of 
Namur,’ Both armies were nearly 
equal in number, amounting to nearly 
twenty thousand each, including e 
force of two thousand cavalry on 
each side.’ It had been the ongiiul 
intention of the patriots to attack Don 
J ohn in Namur. Having learned, how- 
ever, that he purposed marching forth 
himself to offer battle,^oy decided to 
fall back upon Gamblers, which w.u 
nine miles distant from that city On 
the last day of January, thev accord- 
ingly broke up their camp 'at Saint 
Martins, before dawn, and iu.ai'chcd 
towards Gemhlours. The chief com- 
mander was De Goignies, an old soldior 


t Stmda, IX, 

e Letter of Prince of Orange, Arcliivcs de 
la Moison d'Oinngo, vi. 279 
s Archives de la Moison d'Oraiige, vl 279. 

* Strada lx. 463. 

• Ibid., Sx. 464, 466. Hoofd, xilL 648. 

4 Letter to the Landgrave 17. de UeBSe.-^ 
^ Archives de la Moison u’Orange, vi, 227. 


V See it in Bor, xii. 9354. 

4 Bor, XII 932, sqq. Hoofd, x-ii 648, 

4 All the aiithontiea ogieo as to the esti- 
mates of Jhe foices of the^tates. Hoosl, 
xui 547 Cahreia, xu. 969. Etrodo, ix. 463, 
et mnlt. al. 

1° Bor, xit 933. Hoofd, xui. 647. Strads, 
lx. 464. 




of CharleB tha SHfth, who had also 
fought at Saint Quinim. The states’ 
army was disposed in three drnsions. 
The Tan consisted of the infantry 
regiments of De H&e and Moniagny, 
flaked by a proteotiTe body of light 
horse. The centre, composed of the 
Walloou and Qenmm regiments, with 
a few companies of EVench, and thir- 
teen companies of Scotch and English 
under Colonel Balfour, was commanded 
by two most distinguished officers, 
Bossu and Champagny. The rear, 
which, of course, was the post of 
responsibility and honour, comprised 
all the heavy cavalry, and was com- 
manded by Philip Egmont and Lumey 
de la Marck. The Marquis Havrd and 
the Qeneral-in-chief, Goigniea, rode to 
and fro, as the aimy proceeded, each 
atten^d by his staffi^ 

The troops of Don John broke up 
from before Namur with the earliest 
dawn, and marched in pursuit of the 
retiring foe. In front was nearly the 
whole of the cavalry— carabineers, 
lancers, and heavy i-agoons. The 
centre, arranged in two squares, con- 
sisted chiefly of Spanish infantry, with 
a lesser number of Qevmans. In the 
rear came the 'Widloons, marching also 
in a square, and protecting the baggage 
and ammunition. Charles Mansfeld 
had been left behind with a reserved 
force, stationed on the Meuse ; Ottavio 
Qonzaga commanded in front, Ernest 
Mansftid brought up the rear; while 
in the centre rode Don John himself, 
attended by the Prince of Parma. 
Over his h^ streamed the cmciflx- 
emblazoned banner, with its memor- 
able inscn^^in — 7m Aoc aigno via 
Tmwa, in hoc Haereticoa lincam.^ 

Smidl detachments of cavalry had 
been s^t forward, under Olivera and 
Acosta, to scour the roads and forests, 
and to disturb all ambuscades which 
might have been prepared. From 
some stragglers captured by these 
officers, the plans of the retreating 
generals were learned. The winter’s 


> Bor, xli.*e33, 984. Stra^ ix. 4M. 
Bixifd,xili.l>48. 

s Bor, xii 933, Hoofd, xiil. 649. Strada 
lx. 465. * 
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dAy was Dot far adrancedp whan the 
reuwaxd coIiuqiib of the stat^* ftimy 
were descried in the distance* ^on 
d'ohn, mtddng a selection of some six 
hundred cay^ry^ all picked men, with 
a thousand infantry, divided the whole 
into two bodies, which he placed under 
command of Gonzaga, and the famous 
old Chrifitopher Mondragon.* These 
officers received orders to hang on the 
rear of the enenw, to him, and 

to do him all possmle damage consistent 
with the possibiliiy of avoiding a gene- 
ral engagement, imtil the ttimti axmy 
under Parma and Don John should 
arrive. The orders were at first strictly 
obeyed. As the skirmishing grew 
hotter, however, Gonzaga observed 
that a spirited cavalry officer, named 
Perotti, hod already advanced, with a 
handful of men, much further within 
the reach of the hostile forces was 
deemed e^edient. He sent hasfdly to 
reca^ ^e too eager chieftain. The 
order, delivered in a tone more per^ 
emptory than agreeable, was flatly dis* 
obeyed. " Tell Ottavio Gonzaga,** 
said Perotti, *^that I never yet tum^ 
my back on the enemy, nor shall I 
now begin. Moreover, wore I ever so 
much inclined to do so, retreat is im- 
possible.**^ The retiring army was 
then proceeding along the borders of a 
deep ravine, filled with mire and water, 
and as broad and more dangerous than 
a tiTer.* In the midst of the duimish- 
ing, Alexander of Parma rode up to 
reconnoitre. He saw at once that the 
columns of the enemy were ma ^^higg 
unsteadily to avoid being precipitated 
into this cre^. He observed the 
waving of their spears, the general 
confusion of their ranks, and was quick 
to take advantage of the fortunate 
moment. Pointing out to the ofilcers 
about him the opportunity thus ofiered 
of attacking the r^iring army unawares 
in flank, he assembled, with great ra- 
pidity, the foremost companies of 
cavahy already detached from the 
main body. Mounting a fresh and 


* Strad'i, zx. 4G5, 466. Hooffi, adU. 

Bor. xiL 938, sqq. 

* Strado, ix. 466. 

* Strado, v^l «\ip. Bor. xU.984. Hoofdi 
xiu. 459. 
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powotfol hoise, wUc^ CanuUo Monte 
hdd in readmeBs for him, he signified 
hi8 mtention of daebmg through the 
dangerous ravine, and dealmg a stroke 
irhere it was leiat expected “Tdl 
Don John of Austria, ’ he cned to an 
officer whom he sent back to the 
Commander m chief, “that Alexander 
of Parma has plunged mto the abyss, 
to pensh there, or to come forth ogam 
vietonous”^ 

The sudden thought was executed 
with lightning hke celeiity In an 
mstant the bold rider was already 
strugglmg through the dangerous 
swamp , m ano^er, his powerful 
charger had earned hitn across Ealt- 
mg for a few mmutes, lance m rest,’ 
till his troops had also forced their 
passage, gamed the level giound un 
perceived, and sufficiently breathed 
their horses, he drew up his httle force 
m a compact column Then, with a 
few words of encouragement, he launch 
ed them at the foe The violent and 
entirely unexpected shock was even 
moie successful than the Pnnee had 
anticipated The hostile cavalry reeled 
and feu into hopeless confusion. Eg 
mont m vain stiivmg to raUy them to 
resistance That name had lost its 
magic Qoignies also attempted, with 
out success, to restore order among the 
pome struck ranks The sudden con 
ception of Parma, executed as suddenly 
and m so bnUiant a manner, had been 
decisive Assaulted m flank and rear 
at the same moment, and aheady m 
temporary confusion, the cavalry of 
the enemy turned their backs and fled 

iStradi IT 4Ctf 467 Ho fl xiii 549 

s Con gran valor, la lon^a cn puOo, etc , 
etc — Cabiera, xu 968 

a Btiada Hoofd, Sor ubi sup — Compare 
Cabrera xu 968, 969, Ueteren arm US. 
Hsraei Ann., m. 273, 274 , Toesia iv 293, 
294, et mult alt 

4 “Hea vmcaton non mora guan aoJdato 
aleimo ' says Btntavoglio ' pothi rest u n 
fsnta —(Guerra da riandni, x 206 } He 
however has the modesty to claim but three 
thousand killed on tbo etatea side with a 
large number of prisoners 

^ *Siqmdem a seTceutis emiitibus (tot 
enim mcepere auoti dein ad malle ac ducen 
tos confocorepugnam)pcditumnu/laaomnino 
dream partjm coesa porttm capta, ao rail 
quus exercitus non muior octo belletorum 
eeiguiAons spatto (I IL desideratis 
ox Begun (antum modo norm profligatus 


The centre of the statetf army thus 
left exposed, was now warmly attacked j 
Parma It had, moreover, been l 
eady thrown mto disoider by the 
retreat of its own horse, as they charged 
through them m rapid and disgrocSul 
pamc The whole army broke to 
pieces at once,^ and sob great was the 
trenidation, that the conquered tioops 
had hardly courage to ram away They 
w ere utterly mcapable of comhat Not 
a blow was struck by the fugiiiacs 
Haidly a nam m the Spanish ranks w os j 
woamded, while, m the comse of an 
hour and a half, the whole foice of the 
enemy was extermmated It is impo, 
Bible to state with accuracy the e\acb 
numbers slain Some accounts spol e 
of ten thousand killed, or captive aaiih 
absolutely no loes ou the royal side * 
Moieover, this slaughtei was e^ctod, 
not by the army under Don John, but 
by BO small a fragment of it, that sonie 
historians have even set down the 
whole number of royabsts engaged at 
the commencement of the action, at six 
himdi bd, mcreased afterwards to twcli e 
bundled By this calculation, each 
Spaniard engaged must have killel 
ten enemies with his own hand, and 
that withm an hour and a half s sp icc ' ' 
Other historians moie wisely omit the 
exact statistics of the massacre, and 
allow that a very few — ten oi elci en, 
at most — were slam withm the Spinisli 
ranks This, howevei, is the utinoat 
that IS claimed by even the N etherl ind 
historians, and it is, at any rate, cei 
tarn that the whole states’ army w as 
annihilated^ Barely had a moic bill 

est — htrada ix 403 Rather too warm 
woik even for tbs 31 st of ^.iiaiy 
4 According to Tassis (iv 2 ts) seven thou 
sand of tbs states army were killed oi c 
tured (tbo prisoners afterwards hiving been 
drowned) while only ten loyali^ weie 
killed or wounded According to Harauia 
(m 274) sight thoussnd of the states army 
wcio slam by two thousand rovalist ticoja 
(bemg four men a piece for each royal si) 

He does not state that any of the Jviii„ s 
soldiers were slam or even wounded Ac 
cording to Cabrera (an 968) thoio wo e 
more than seven thousand of tl e hctl or 
land army killed or taken (the number 
of the piiwnois being now&eie stated it 
more than six hundred aU of whom wcie 
aftozWBids drowned or hanged) while of the 
Spanish troops two were killed and hie 
were wounded. According to Bor, tnirty 
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liant exploit been performed by a hand- 
ful of cayalry. To the distingniahed 
Alexander of Parma, who improviaed 
ao atriking and complete a yictory out 
of a fortuitoua circumstance, belonged 
the whole credit of the day, for hia 
quick eye detected a paaaing weakness 
of the enemyiPand turned it to terrible 
account with the promptness which 
cornea from genius alone. A whole 
army was overthrown. Every thmg be- 
longing to the enemy fell into the hands 
of the Spaniards. Thirty-four stand- 
ards, many field-pieces, much camp 
equipage, and ammunition, besides 
some seven or eight thousand dead 
bodies, and six hundred living prison- 
ers, were the spoils of that wmter's 
day.^ Of the captives, some were soon 
afterwards hm'led off the bridge at 
Naraur, and drowned like dogs in the 
Meuse,’ while the rest were all hanged,’ 
none escaping with life. Don John's 
clemency was not superior to that of 
hia sanguinary predecessors. 

And so another proof was added — ^if 
proofs were stdl necessary — of Spanish 
prowess. The Netherlandera may be 
pardmied if their foes seemed to them 
supernatural, and almost invulnerable. 
How else could these enormous suc- 
cesses be accounted for? How else 
could thousands fall before the Span- 
ish swords, while hardly a single Spon- 
ish corpse told of effectual resistanco! 
At Jemnungen, Alva had lost seven 
soldiers, and shun seven thousand; m 
the Antwerp Fury, two hundred Span- 

companies were slain, and six hundred men 
taken prisoners on the states' side, 'while 
Don John lost but ten or twclvo men Hoofd 
accepts tlie a^brd statistics of Strada ; re> 
peatmg, aft^ that histonan, that ** twelve 
hundred Spaniards killed six, eight, uay 
even ten wousand of the stiitee’ army, 
withii> one hour and a holf, 'with a loss of 
but ten men on thoir own side ” (xui. 550) 
Van Heteren alone, in the teeth of all the 
evidence, doggedly mamtaina that it was 
not mveh of a metory a/ter all, and that tbeie 
were not many states' soldiers slain in the 
action.— Het gethol der verslagonon war 
niot seer groot” (vui. 133) A contcmporai y, 
and Uvmg near the spot, he certainly mani> 
feats hiB patnotism oy so haidy an aBseT> 
tion; but vA have often noty:cd the per- 
tinacity of the distinguished chronicler upon 
Euoh Domts. 

1 Bor, Strada, Hoofcl, HaraeuB, Heteren, 
Cabrera, ubl sup. et iiiult al. 


iarda, at most, had falleiii while eight 
thousand burghers and states* troops 
had been buttered; and now at (Jem- 
bloun, fids, seven, eight, ten — Heaven 
knew how many — thousand had been 
exterminated, and hardly a single 
Spaniard had been slain I TJndoubt- 
e^y, the first reason for this result 
was the superiority of the Spanish 
soldiers. They were the boldest, the 
best disciplined, the most experienced 
in the world. Their audacity, prompt- 
ness, and ferocity made them almost 
invincible. In this particular action, 
at least half the mmy of Don John was 
composed of Spanish or Spanish-Italian 
veterans. Moreover, tiiey were com- 
manded by the most renowned captains 
of the age — ^by Don John himself, and 
Alexander of Parma, sustamed by such 
veterans as Mondragon, tiie hero of 
the memorable submarine expeditions; 
Mendoza, the accomplished cavalry 
officer, diplomatist, and historian; and 
Mansfeld, of whom Don John bad 
himself written to the King that his 
Majesty had not another officer of such 
account in all the Netherlands.^ Such 
officers as these, besides Gonzaga, 
Camillo Monte, Mucio Pagano, at the 
head of sucfii troops as fought i^at day 
under the banner of the C^ss, might 
go far in accounting for this last and 
most tremendous victory of the In- 
quisition. On the other hand, although 
Bossu and Cliampagny were with the 
states* aimy, yet their hearts were 
hardly with the cause. Both Itad long 

s TasBis, IV S94. 

* Bor, XU. 934 Hoofd, xiil 655 — The 
latter hislonau states that six hundred pn- 
Boners were banged at Namur. Cabrera, on 
the contrary, asserts that Don John liberated 
tho Scotch prisoners * "a Seiscdentos !E^co- 
scses prescB dio libcrtad Don Juan, mo- 
strando su clemencia" To this very gia- 
tuitouB asseiiion it is a sufficient answer that 
Tassis, who was on the spot, a loading pnvy 
councillor of Don John, oxpi'csslystatcsthat 
ot the captives ilie greatpr pant, wko ne 
Scotch, were thrown off Namur bridge into 
the nver, " Ac capti, quorum magna pai % 

2 U1 Scboti erant, ex ponto Namunensi in 
uviumxiostea prescipitati," iv. 294— Com- 
X>aro Haioei Aim , iii 274, where it is stated 
that all the prisoners were hanged— "ex- 
templo suspenoio necantur ** 

4 *'T que no tiene aqul otro hombro de 
su e8tado."-|'Iietter of Don John to Philip;* 
Discoura Sommier, p, 37, appendix. 
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been liiyal, and had earned many 
kuneb against the lebek, while Cham- 
pegny waa ptill devoutly a Papist, and 
wavered ) Sinfully between his hatred 
to here^ und to Spain. Kgmont and 
De Hdze were raw, unpractised lads, 
in whom genius did not come to supply 
the place of experience. The Com- 
mander, De (Joignies, was a veteran, 
but a veteran who had never gained 
much glory, and the chiefs of the caval- 
ry, in&ntiy, and srtilleTy, were absent 
at the Brussels wedding. The news 
of this additional massacre inflicted 


upon a nation, for which Berghen and 
Montigny had laid down their lives, 
was the nuptial benediction for Berg- 
hen’s heiress; for it was to the chief 
wedding guests upon that occasion 
that the disaster was justly attributed. 
The rank and file of the states’ army 
were mainly mercenaries^ with whom 
the hope of plunder was the prevailing 
motive; the ohief commanders were ab- 
sent; while those olBcerswhowcrewith 
the troopswereneither heartily friendly 
to their own flag, nor sufficiently ex- 
perienced to make it respected. 


CHAPTEB V. 


Towns taken by Don John — ^Writh exdtcd against the aristocratic party by the recent de- 
feat— Attempts upon Amsterdam — “Satisfaction” of Amstcnliin and its cffectdA-De 
Belles sent with royal letters fbom Spain — Terms offered by Philip — Proclamation of Don 
John— Gerrespondance between DeSellea and the Statcs-Gonenil — ^Between ^e King and 
the OoTeinoi^Oenenil — New forces raised by the States — St Aldegondo at the Diet — 
Munlcinal Bevolutlon in Amsterdam — ^The Pnnee's letter on the subject of the Anabap- 
tists of Middelburg— The two armies innctire — De la Nouo — ^Action at Rdnemants-* 
John Caslmir— Perverse pohtics of Queen Bhzabeth — Alenenn In the Netherlands — Por- 
trait of the Duke— Orange’s position in regard to him— Avowed and supposed policy el 
the French court— Anger of Elisabeth- Terms ananged between Alenfon and the 
Estates— Benewed negotiations with Don John — Severe terras offered him— Interview of 
the English envoys with the Governor — Dcspondoiicjr of Don John — Orange’s attempts 
to enforce a ichgious peace— His isolation in sentinient— The malcontent party— Count 
John Governor of Geldcrland — Proposed form of religious peace — Proclamation to that 
effect by Orange, in Antwerp — A petition in favour of the Boninn Church presented by 
Charapagny and other Catholic nobles to the Statos-General — Consequent commotion in 
Brussels — Cliainpagny and others imprisoned — Indolence and poverty of the two aiinice 
— ^niiiess and molmcholy of Don John — His letters to Dona, to Mendoza, and to tbo 
Kmg — ^Death of Don John — Suspicions of poison — ^Pompous buried — ^moval of bis 
body to Spain-~Concludmg remarks upon his characten 


Don John having thus vindicated his 
own military fame and the amazing 
superiority of the Spanish aims, fol- 
lowed up his victory by the rapid re- 
duction of many toime of second-rate 
importance. Louvom, Judoigiio, Tir- 
Icmont, Aerschot, Bouvignos, SiUiem, 
Kivelle, Boeux, Soignics, Binch, Beau- 
mont, 'IValcomt, Maubeuge, and Cbi- 
may, either submitted to their con- 
queror, or were taken after short sieges. 
The usual atrocitieB were inflicted upon 
the unfortunate inhabitants of towns 
where resistance was attempted. The 
commandant of Sichem was hanged 
out of his own window, along with 

> Bor, XU. 934, sqq. Hoofd, xill 651. 
Ui^nn, viil. 183. Bt^o, lx. 473 — "Alex- 
ander omusa infmpahra benipn-fafs,” says 
the professed panctryrist of the Farnese 


several chief burghers and officers, 
while the garrison was put to the 
sword, and the bodies cast into the 
Demer. The only crime committed 
by those unfuituuatca was to have 
ventured a blow or twoi;™ behalf of 
the firesides which they were employed 
to protect.^ 

In Brussels, on the other jiand, 
there was less consternation excited 
by these events than boundless rage 
against the aristocratic party ; for the 
defeat of Gemblours was attributed, 
with justice, to the intrigues and the 
incapacity of the Cathohe magnates. 
It was with difficulty t^t Orange, 

family — "ex ''ipsa aice decern palom siis- 
pendi, reliquos (centum clnnter oo septus, 
gmta) noctu jiigulatos in subjeetum amnem 
projlcijubot ” 
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going about by night bum house to 
house, from str^ to street^ succeeded 
in calming the indignation of the peo- 
ple, and in preventing them from 
sweeping in a majia to l£e residence of 
the leodmg nobles, in order to inflict 
summary vengeance on the traitors. 
AH looked t^the Prince as their only 
saviour, not a thought nor a word being 
wasted upon Matthias. Hot a voice 
was raised in the assembly to vindicate 
the secret proceedings of the Catholic 
party, nor to oppose the measures 
which the Prince might suggest^ The 
terrible disaster had taught the ne- 
cessity of union. All pa^es heartily 
joined in the necessary steps to place 
the coital in a state of complete de- 
fence, and to assemble forthwith new 
troops to taka the place of the army 
just annihilated. The victor gained 
nothing by his victory, in comparison 
with the profit acquired by the states 
through their common misfortune. 
Nor were all the towns which had 
recently fallen into the hands of Don 
John at all comparable in importance 
to the city of Amsterdam, which now, 
by a most timely arrangement, fur- 
nished a rich compensa^n to the 
national party for the disaster of 
Qemhlours. 

Since the conclusion of the Ghent 
Pacification, it had been the most ear- 
nest wish of the Pnnce, and of Hol- 
land and Zealand, to recover possession 
of this most important dty. The wish 
was naturally shared by every true 
patriot in the states-general. It had, 
however, been extremely diffic ult to 
arrange the terms of the ''Satisfac- 
tion.” Every fresh attempt at an 
amicable ^Smpromise was wrecked 
upon the obstinate bigotry of the lead- 
ing civic authorities. They would 
m&d no agreement to accept the 
authority of Orange, except, as Saint 
Aldegonde expressed himself, upon 
terms which would enable them "to 
govern their governor.”’ The influ- 


> Beidanl Ann., ii. 22. “ Ne qmdem li<^ 
biiisso ratioaem ArcliidnciB Matthue sed 
OringiuB cum (populum) siAitraxit parl- 
cilo.” — ^Longnet, up. Seer 1., ii. p. 8t7. 
nor, xil. 9w, Xjanguqt nd Svdn., p. S14, 
817 S29. ’ 
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enee of the monks, who were resident 
in large numbers within the diy, and 
of the mt^istrates, who were allstanch 
Catholics, had been hitherto sufficient 
to outweigh the efforts made by the 
large masses of the Beformed rdigjon- 
ists composing the bulk of the popn- 
ladon. It was, however, impossible 
to allow Amsterdam to remmn in tbia 
isolated and hostile attitude to the 
rest of Holland. The Prince, having 
promised to use no coerdon, and 
loyally adhering to his ^edge, had 
only with extreme difficult restrained 
the violence of the Holhmdeis and 
Zealanders, who were determined, h^ 
fair means or foul, to restore the capi- 
tal dty to its natural place within his 
stadholderate. He had been obliged, 
on various occasions, partioularly on 
the 2tBt of October of the preceding 
year, to address a most dedded and 
peremptory letter to the estatea of 
Holland and Zealand, forbidding the 
employment of hostile measures 
against Amsterdam.' His commands 
h^ been reluctantly, partially, and 
only temporarily obeyed. The states 
desisted from their scheme of reducing 
the dty by famine, but they did not 
the less encourage the seoret and un- 
official expeditions which were daily 
set on foot to accomplish the annexa- 
tion by a sudden enterpiise. 

Late in November, a desperate at- 
tempt’ had been made by Colonel 
Helling, in conjunction with Governor 
Sonoy, to cany the city by surprise. 
The force which the adventurer col- 
lected for the purpose was inadequate, 
and his plans were unskilfully arranged. 
He was himself slain in the streets, at 
the very commencement of the action; 
whereupon, in the quaint language of 
the contemporary chionider, “the 
hearts oi his Boidiers sank in tlidr 
shoes,” and they evacuated the dty 
with much greater rapidity thsn they 
had entered it.’ The Prmoe was in. 
dignsnt at these violent nieasnnl^ 


9 Aiobrvcs ot Correspondsncavl Ut,* v 
» Bor, xt 897, 898. 

« IWd., xl. 90M0S. 

t En hot lieit sank de soldsadsadjs da 
flchoen; bo, man seld,” eto,— Boa 
Hoofd. xil,%S7, 888. ^ - 
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wMoh. i«laided rather than advanced 
thedeauredconaainination. Attheaame 
time it was an evil of immense magni- 
tude— this anonudoUs condition of his 
capital Ceaseless schemes were con- 
c«ted by the mvmicipal and clerical 
conspirators within its walla, and 
various attempts w.ere known, at dif- 
ferent times, to have been contem- 
plated by Con John, to inflict a home- 
thrust upon the provinces of Holland 
and Zealand at the most vulnerable 
and vital point. The “Satisfaction” 
accepted by Utrecht,^ in the autumn 
of 1577, h^, however, paved the way 
for the recovery of Amsterdam; so 
that upon February the 8th, 1678, 
certain deputies from Utrecht suc- 
ceeded at last in arranging terms, 
which were accepted by the sister 
city.’ The basis of the treaty was, as 
usual, the nominal supremacy of the 
Cathdlio religion, with toleration for 
the Befonned worship. The necessary 
effect would be, as m Harlem, Utrecht, 
and other places, to establish the new 
religion upon an entire equahty with 
the old. it was arranged that no con- 
gregations were to be disturbed in their 
lelimous exercises in the places respec- 
tivmy assigned to them. Those of the 
Heformed faith were to celebrate their 
worship without the walls. They were, 
however, to enjoy the right of burying 
their de^ within these precinets, and 
it is singular how much importance 
was attached at that day to a custom, 
at which the common sentiment and 
the common sense of modem times 
revolt. “To bury our dead withm 
our own cities is a right hardly to be 
denied to a dog,” said the Prince of 
Orange;* and accordingly this right 
was amply secured by the new Satis- 
faction of Amsterdam. It was, how- 
ever, stipulated that the funerals should 
be modest, and attended by no more 
than twenty-four persons at once.'* 
The treaty was hailed with boundless 
joy in Holland and Zealand, whilo 
countless benedictions were invoked 


* Bor, xL t 

s xi. 810». — “■ dlemen schlerdo 

hoDdeiL met en soudo Imnnon outeessen 
etc.,eto 

* Misfaetle, in Bor, idt 934. 996, Art 1 

also Hoofd, xiii. 661-668. ' 


upon the “ blessed peoee-maheis,” as 
the Utreoht deputies 'walked through 
the streets of Amsterdam.* There is 
no doubt that the triumph thus 
achieved by the national party far 
counterbalanced the Govemor-Oene- 
ral’s victory at Gemblours. 

Meantime, the Seigneitr Ue Selles, 
brother of the deceased SToircarmes, 
had arrived from Spain.* He was the 
special bearer of a letter from the 
King to the states-general, written in 
reply to their communications of the 
24th of August and 8th of September 
of the previous year. The tone of the 
royal ^spatch’ was very affectionate, 
the substance such as entirely to jus- 
tify the whole policy of Orangp, It 
was obvious that the penetrating and 
steadfast statesman bad been correct 
in refusing to be moved to the i-jght 
or the left by the specious language of 
Philip’s former letters, or by the appa- 
rent frankneaa of Uon John. No 
doubt the Governor had been aincere 
in his desire for peace, but the Prmcs 
knew very well his incapacity to confer 
that blessing. The Prince knew— - 
what no man else appeared fully 
to comprehend at that epoch — that 
tile mortal combat between the In- 
quisition and the Beformation was 
idready fully engaged. The great bat- 
tle between Divine reason and right 
Divme, on which the interests of un- 
born generations were hanging, was to 
be fought out, before the eyes of all 
Christendom, on the plain of the Ne- 
therlands. 

Orange was 'willing to lay down his 
arms if be could receive security for 
the Reformed worship, had no 
desire to exterminate theSdicient re- 
ligion, hut he meant also to protect 
the new against extermination. Such 
security, he felt, would never be grant- 
ed, and he had therefore resolutely 
refused to hearken to Don John, for 
he was sure that peace with bim u ni 
impossible. The letters now produccil 
by De SeJIes confirmed his positioni) 

s The twenty-four articles of the ** Satis 
facile'* ore given at length In nor, xi, 924- 
920 

< Bor, xit 926 

< Ibid , XII 938. Hoofd, xlu. 568 

9 Bee the letter In Bor, xu, 938, 
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eompletely. The Kitig eeid not a 
word conceming the appainbnent of a 
netr govemor-genetal, but boldly in- 
eisted upon the neoessily of meintein- 
ing the two oardinal pointe— hie royal 
supremacy, and the Catholio religion 
tipffn eAf iam adapted by Ka fatker, 
the BmperoieCharles the Fifths 

This was the whole substance of his 
communication : the sapremacy of roy- 
alty and of papacy as in the time of 
Cb^lss the ruth. These cabalistic 
words were repeated twice in the brief 
letter to the estates. They were re- 
peated five times in the instructions 
furnished by his Majesty to De Sellea.^ 
The letter and the inettuotions, indeed, 
contained nothing else. Two simples 
were offered for the cure of tiie body 
politic, racked by the fever and con- 
vulsion of ten homble years — two 
umples which the patient could hardly 
be so unreasonable as to reject — un- 
limited despotism and religious perse- 
cution. The whole matter lay in a 
nut-shell, but it was a , nut-shell which 
enclosed the flaming edicts of Charles 
tlie Fifth, with their scaffolds, gibbets, 
racks, and funeral piles. The Prince 
and the statea-general spumed such 
pacific overtures, and preferred rather 
to gird themselves for the comhat. 

Thatthere might he nomistake about 
the matter, Pou John, immediately 
after receiving the letter, issued a pro- 
clamaUon to enforce the Kmg’s com- 
mand. He mentioned it as an acknow- 
ledged fact that the states-general hod 
long ago sworn the maintenance of 
the two points of royal and Catholio 
supremacy, according to the practice 
under tbs^imperor Charles.** The 
statee instantly published on indignant 
rejoinder, affinriiTig the indisputable 
trat^ that they had sworn to the 
mamtenonce of ike Ghent Fadflcation, 
md proclaiming the assertion of Don 
John an infamous falsehood. It was 
an outrage upon common senae, they 
s^d, that the Ghent treaty could be 
tortured into sanctioning the placards 


> Letter it the King; December 18, 16!?, 
In Bor, XU. 988. 

> The inetruotlons are likewise m Bor, xit 

989. . 

• Bor, xU. 940, 941. 1 1n Bor, xU. 942. 


and the IDnquisition, evils which that 
sacred instrument been expressly 
intended to erush.^ 

A jetter was then formally addressed 
to his Majesty, in the name of the 
Archduke Mattbias and of the estates, 
demanding the recall of Don John and 
the maintoance of the Ghent Pacifi- 
cation.* De Selles, in reply, sent a 
brief, deprecatory paper, entflosing a 
note from Don John, which the envoy 
acknowledged might seem somewhat 
harsh in its expressions. The letter 
contained, inde^, a snfGioiently fierce 
and peremptory summons to the states 
to obey tlie King’s commands with 
regard to tho system of Charles the 
Fdth, according to their previous 
agreement, together with a violent 
declaration of the Governor’s displea- 
sure that they had dared to soUcdt the 
aid of foreign princes.* On Ills Istli 
of Fehrusiy came a proposition from 
De Selles, that the Prince of Orange 
should place himself in the himds of 
Don John, while the Prince of Parma, 
alone and without arms, would come 
before the assembly, to negotiate with 
them upon these matters.! The reply 
returned by tho states-general to 
absurd suggestion expressed their re- 
gret that the son of ^e Duchess Mar- 
garet should have taken part with the 
enemy of the Hetherlandeis, com- 
plained of the hull by which the Pope 
had invited war against them as if 
they had been Saracens, repeated their 
most unanswerahle argument — that 
the Ghent Paciflcaiuon had established 
a system directly the reveise of that 
which existed under Charles the Fifth 
— and affir med their resolution never 
more to submit to Spanish annies, 
executioners, edicts, or inquimtiona, 
and never more to return to the min- 
ciples of the Emperor and of Alva.* 
To this diplomatio coirespondOnoe suc- 
ceeded a war of words and of pamphlets, 
some of them very inflammatory and 
very eloquent. Meantime, the prepa 
rations for active hostilities were pro- 


s Frodamatiaa, or Letters Patent, h> Bor, 
xii. 940. 

* Bor, xiL 030. 040 * la Bor, zU 940. 

• Letter of stateagoneuil, Feb. 9^ 167^ In 

Bor, XU. 94it sqq. • 


ceeding daily. The Piince of Orange, 
through his envoys in England, had 
arranged for subsidies in tihe coming 
campaign, and for troops which were 
to be led to the Ketheilands, under 
Duhe Casiniir of the palatinate. He 
sent conunisuoneiB tl^ugh the pro- 
vinces to raise the respective contri- 
butions agreed upon, besides an ex- 
traordinary quota (j four hundred 
thousand guilders monthly. He also 
negotiated a loan of a hundred and 
twenty thousand guilders from the 
citizens of Antwerp. Many new taxes 
irsra imposed by his Section, both 
upon income and upon consumption. 
By his advice, however, and with the 
consent of the etates-general, the pro. 
Vinces of Holland and Zealand held no 
community of burthens with the other 
provinces, but of their own free will 
contributed more than the sums for 
which thqr would have been assessed, 
Mr Leyton, who was about to return 
from nis unsuccessful mission from 
Elizabeth to Don John, w.as requested 
by the statea-Mueral to convey to hei 
liiajesty a faitUul report of the recent 
correspondence, and especially of the 
language held by the Governor-General, 
He was also urged to use his influence 
with the Queen, to the end that her 
promises of assistance might be speedily 
fulfilled.1 

Troops were rapidly enrolled, and 
again, by the same honest but mis- 
t^en policy, the chief oflflces were 
conferred upon the great nobles-^ 
Aerschot, Champagny, Bossu, Egmont, 
Lalaln, tiie Yiscount of Ghent, Baron 
de Yille, and many others, moat of 
whom were to desert the cause in the 
hour of its need. On the other hand, 
Don Jolm was proceeding with hi« 


mihtary preparations upon an exten- 
sive scale. The King had recently 
furnished him with one million nine 
hundred thousand dollars, and had 
promised to provide him with two 

r Bor, XU 943, 949. 
s Letter of Fbilip, m Cabrera, xu 978. 

* "Sin encargor me quo soplo fno ; ca- 
hente, porque no lo comporta el negocio, 
. . Bino que blen lo uno 6 lo otro," etc , etc 
I Swta del B. D Juan ol Rev, maiio propria, 
t MS. Btb de Bourg , xvll. 885i., 

* " netea gentca Been dado y cntrogado 


hundred thousand more, monthly. 
With these funds his Majesty esti- 
mated that an army of thirty thousand 
foot, sixteen thousand cayohy, and 
thirty pieces of artillery, could be 
levied and kept on foot. If more 
remittances should prove to ho neccs 
sary, it was promised thtft they should 
be forthcoming." 

This was the result of many caiucst 
remonstrances made by the Govcriioi 
concerning the dilatory policy of the 
King. Wearied with being constantly 
ordered “to blow hot and cold with 
the same hreatb,”^he had msisted that 
his Majesty should select the hot or 
the cold, and furnish him with the 
means of enforcing the choice? For 
himself, Don John assured his biothci 
that the hottest measures weie most 
to his taste, and most suitable to'the 
occasion. Fire and sword could alone 
save the royal authority, for all the 
provinces had “abandoned themselve-, 
body and soul, to the greatest heiolio 
and tyrant that prince ever had fui 
vassal”* Unoeasmg bad been the 
complaints and entreaties of the Cap- 
tain-General, called forth by the apathy 
or mesolutiou of Phihp. It was only 
by assuring him that the Hetheilauds 
actually belonged to Orange, that the 
monarch could be aroused. " His they 
are, and none other’s,”" said the 
Governor, dolefully. The King had 
accordingly sent back De Billy, Don 
John’s envoy, with decided hijimctions 
to use force and energy to put down 
the revolt at once, and with an intima- 
tion that funds might he thenceforth 
more regularly depended upon, as the 
Indian fleets were expef^t^ in July 
Philip also advised his brother to em- 
ploy a portion of hi, money in piu- 
chasing the governors and priacijial 
persons who controlled the cities and 
other strong places belonging to the 
states ° 

Meantime, Don John thundered 

ya de todo panto a la obedienciu y sucesion 
del mayor nerese y tirouno que truvo nuuaa 
piincipe por vuEulo.” — Ibid. v 

" ** Solamouto del F. de Orauxea, que 

Buyaa Eon y uo do otro.” etc.»-lbid 

* Letter of Lon Jolih. blB Bib. de Bouig 
— Compare Cabrera, xn. 078 ^ 


{orth a manifoBto which had been re- 
cently prepared in Madrid, by which 
the estates, both general and particu- 
lar, were ordered forthwith to sepa- 
rate, and forbidden to assemble agam, 
except by especial licence. All com- 
missions, civil or military, granted by 
states’ authqfity, were moreover an- 
nulled, together with a general prohi- 
bition of any act of obemence to such 
functionaries, and of contribution to 
any imposts which might be levied by 
their authority.^ Such thunders were 
now comparatively hannloas, for the 
states had taken their couise, and were 
busily engaged, both at home and 
abroad, in arming for the coufhet. 
Samt^degonde was deputed to attend 
the Impei^ diet, then in session at 
Worms, where he delivered an oration, 
wh^h was vary celebrated in its day 
as a composition, but which can hardly 
be said to have producedmuchpractic^ 
effect. The current was sett^ hard 
in Germany against the Eef orm«l reli- 
gion and against the Netherlaud cause, 
the Augsburg Gonfessiouista shewing 
hardly more sympathy with Dutch 
Call mists than with Spanish Papists ’ 

Envoys from Don iTblm also attended 
the diet, and requested Saint Aldegonde 
to fumiBh them with a copy of his 
oration. This he declined to do. 
While in Germany, Saint Aldegonde 
was informed by John Oasimir that 
Duke Charles of Sweden hod been 
solicited to furnish certain ships of 
irar for a contemplated operation 
agmnst Amsterdam.* The Duke had 
hhnself given information of this plot 
to the Prince Palatine. It was there- 
fore natur.'i-L that Saint Aldegonde 
should foASwith despatch the intelli- 
gence to his friends in the Kether- 
lands, warning them of the dangers 
still *to be apprehended from the 
machinations of the Cathohe agents 
andfunotiononesinAmsterdam; for al- 
though the Reformation hadmade rapid 
progress in that important city since 
the conolasion of the Satisfaction, yet 
the magistracy remained Catholic.* 

1 Proclamation In Bor, xii sto, 947.— Com- 
faro Cabrera, xll. 97{^ 979 ; Huofd, siL CC9. 

s Bor, XU, 958-060. . 

s Ibid., xll. OSS. Hoofil, xm 5C5. 


William Bardez, son of a former 
high-sheriff, a warm pai-tisan of Orange 
and of the "religion," had alreadv 
determined to oveithrow that magis- 
tracy and to expel the fnars who in- 
fested the city. The recent informa- 
tion despatched by Saint Aldegonde 
conffimed him in his purpose. There 
had been much wiaughng between the 
Popish functionaries and those of the 
Reformed religion concerumg the con- 
stitution of the bm-gher guard. The 
Calvinists could feel no security for 
their own lives, or the repose of the 
commonwealth of Holland, nnlesa they 
wore themselves allowed a full parti- 
cipation in the government of those 
important bands. They were, more- 
over, dissatisfied with the assignment 
which had been mode of the churoh- 
yards to the members of their com- 
munion. These causes of discord had 
mamtained a gencial initation among 
the body of the inhabitants, and were 
now used as pretexts by Bardez for 
bis design. He knew the city to ho 
ripe for the overthrow of the magis- 
tracy, and he had arranged with Go- 
vernor Sonoy to be fuimshed with a 
sufficient number of weii-tn'ed soldiers, 
who were to be concealed m the houses 
of the confederates. A large numbel 
of citizens were also ready to appear 
at hiB biddmg with arms in their 
hands.* 

On the 24th of May, he wrote to 
Sonoy, begging him to hold himself in 
readiness, as all was prepared witliin 
the city. At tho some time, he re- 
quested the governor to send him 
forthwith a " morion and a buckler oi 
proof;" for he uitended to see the 
matter fairly through.*’ Sonoy an- 
swered encouragingly, and sent biii| 
the armour, as directed. On the 28tli 
of May, Bardez, with four confeder- 
ates, went to the cooncil-rooui, to re- 
monstrate with the senate couceming 
the grievances which had been so often 
discussed. At about mid-day, one of 
the confederates, upon leaving tho 
council-room, stepp^ out for a mo- 

* Bor, XU 952 

* Ibid, Xll. 953, Hoofd, xiii. 559. Wa- 
genair, Vad Hist , vii 206 

* Bor, xn. 963. Hoofil. xiu. 670, 
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ment upon ilie balcony, vbioh lodged 
townrda the public square. Standing 
there for a moment, he grarely re- 
moved his hat, and then as gravely 
replaced it upon his head. This waa 
a preconcerted signal. At the next 
in^nt a sailor was seen to rush across 
the square, waving a flag in both 
bands. "All ye who love the Prince 
of Orange, take heart and follow me ! ” 
be shouted.^ In a moment the square 
was alive. Soldiers and armed citi- 
zens suddenly sprang forth, as if from 
the bowels of the earth. Bardez led 
a strong force directly into the coun- 
cil-chamber, and arrested every one of 
the astonished magistrates At the 
samei time, his confederates had scoured 
the town and taken every fnar in the 
city into custody. Moiflrs and sena- 
tors were then marched solemnly 
down towards the quay, where a ves- 
sel was in readiness to receive them. 
“To the gallows with them — to the 
gallows with theml" shouted the 
populace, as they passed along. “To 
the gibbet, whither they have brought 
many a good fellow before his time'” 
Such were the openly expressed desires 
of their fellow-citisens, as these digni- 
taries and holy men proceeded to what 
they believed their doom. Although 
treated respectfully by those who 
guarded them, they were filled with 
trepidation, for they believed the exe- 
crations of the populace the harbin- 
gers of their fate. As they entered 
I the vessel, they felt convinced that a 
watery death bad been substituted for 
the gibbet. Poor old Heinrich Dirck- 
Eo on, ez-burgomaster, pathetically re- 
-ected a couple of dean shirts which 
his careful wUe had sent him by the 
hands of the housemaid. “ Take them 
away; take them home again," said 
the rueful burgomaster; “I shall 
never need clean shirts again in this 
world.”’ He entertained no doubt 
that it was the intention of his captors 
to scuttle the vessel as soon as they 
had put a little out to sea, and so 
to leave them to their fate. Ho such 


1 671 Woaenaer vu 206. 

5 IVagenaer, vU. 207, 

• Hoorn, xui. 671. Bor xit 068. Woee- 
jtitei, vu. 207 ° 


tragic end was cootemplateil, however, 
and, in foot, never was a complete 
municipal revolution accompliahM in 
so good-natured and jocose a manner. 
The Catholic magistrates and friars 
escaped with their fright. They were 
simply turned out of town, and for- 
bidden, for their lives, fyer to corns 
back again. After the vessel had pic- 
ceeded a little distance from the city, 
they were all landed high and dry 
upon a dyke, and so left unharmed 
within the open country.’ 

A new board of magiatiates, ci 
which stout William Bardez was one, 
was soon appointed; the train-bands 
were reorganised, and the churches 
thrown open to the Beformed worship 
— to the exclusion, at first, of the 
Catholics. This was certainly con- 
trary to the Ghent treaty, and t^the 
recent Satisfaction; it was also highly 
repugnant to the opimona of Orange. 
After a short time,, accordingly, the 
CathohcB were again allowed access to 
the churches, hut the tables had now 
been turned for ever in the capital 
of Holland, and the Beformatiou was 
an established fact throughout that 
little province. 

Similar events occurring upon the 
followmg day at Harlem, accompanied 
with some bloodshed — ^for which, how- 
ever, the perpetrator was punished 
with death — opened the great church 
of that city to the Beformed oongiega- 
tions, and closed them for a time to 
the Catholics.’ 

Thus, the cause of the new religion 
was triumphant in Holland and Zea- 
land, while it was advancing with rapid 
strides through the otter provinces. 
Public preochmg was m^Uajly occur 
renee everywhere. On a single Sunday, 
fifteen different ministers of the Be- 
formed religion preached in different 
places in Antwerp.® “Do you think 
this can he put down i ” said Orange 
to the remonstrating burgomaster of 
that city. “ 'Tis for you to repress it,” 
said the functionary, “I grant your 
Highness full power to do so.” “And do 

’ Bor, xu.*068. Hoofd, ziil. 672. Wage- 
naer, vu 209, 210, 

s Bor, Hoofd, ubiaaup. 
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you iJunk,’' replied JJio l^rince, " tliat ei^tew tlioufiaad foot «.nd tvro ihou* 

1 can do at this late momeat^ what the Band cavaliy, under the famous Fran* 
Duke of Alva was unahle to accom- mis de la HiToue, sumamed Snu ds 
plidi in tbe very plenitude of his Fer, who had been recently appointed 
power! At the same time^ the and, under Count 

Prince of Orange was more than ever Bossu, commander-in-^i^^ ihe mus* 
disposed to rebuke his own Church for ter-plMe of the provincial forces was 
practising peAecution in her turn, in the plains between Herenthals and 
Again he lifted his commanding voice Lier. At this point they expected to 
in bdialf of the Ana^ptastsof Middeb be reinforced ly Duke Casimir, who 
buig. He reminded the magistrates had bemi, since the ear^ part ^ the 
of that city that these peaceful summer, in the country of Zittfan, hut 
burghers were always perfectly willing who was still remaining there inglori« 
to Mar their part in all the common ous and mactive, until he could be 
burthens, that their word was as good furnished wi& tiie requisite edvanoe* 
as their oath, and that os to the matter money to ^s troops.^ 
of military servioe, although their DonJohnwa8deteTmined,ifpo8aiBl^ 
principles forbade them to bear arms, to defeat the states* army, b^ore Duke 
riiey bad ever been ready to provide Carimir, with bis tw^ve tb^naand Geiv 
and pay for subatitutea. ** We declare mws, should effect his juncture witii ’ 
to you, therefore,** said he, " that you Bossu. The Governor therefcm crossed 
have no right to trouble yourselves tiieDemer, near Aersdiot, towards the 
with any man's consdenee, so long as end of July, and offered batri^ day 
nothing is done to cause private harm after day, to the enemy. A series A 
or public scandal. We therefore ex- indeciaive skirmisIheB was the result, 
presaly ordain that you desist from in the last of whidi, near Bijnemanl^ 
molesting these Baptists, from offering on the first day of August, the royBl- 
hindrance to their handicraft and ists were worsted and obliged to re&e, 
daily trade, by which they can cam after a desultory action of nearly eif^ 
bread for their wives and children, and hours, leaving a thousand dead, upon 
that you permit them henceforili to riie field.^ Their offer of ** double or 
open their shops and to do their work, quits,** the following morning, was 
according to the custom of former steadily refused by Bossu, who, secure 
days. Beware, therefore, of disobe- within his intrenchments, was not to 
dience and of resistance to the ordi> be induced at that moment to mio 
nance which we now establish.'' a counter the chances of a gener^ en« 
Meantime, the armies on both sides gagement. For this he was severely 
bad been assembled, and bad been blmed by the more violent of the 
moving towards each other. Don John national p^y.^ His patriotism, whldi 
was at tbe head of nearly thirty toou- was of such recent origin, was vehe- 
sand troops, including a large propor- mently suspected ; and his death, 
tion of Spa^i^i9and Italian veterana*- which occurred not long afterwards. 
The states' army hardly numbered was supposed to have alone prevented 


Langaetl, £p. ad Aug. Sox., ep. 147, p. 
744. » 

^ This letter of the Prince to the Celriniet 
‘ authorities of Hiddelbuxg is given byBw, 
sii. 993, and by Brandt Hist, der Bef., il 
> 609, 610. 

* 8 Bor, xii 987. Meteren, viii. 140. Btr»ia, 

Bentiv<^lio, and othera allow (mly aixteen or 
eeventeen thousand men.^Compare Hoofd, 
xiii. 681. 

« Hoofd, xiil^l. « 

I * lUdL, ziiL 581. Bor, xil. 087. Btrado, x. 
' 491. 

S * Bor, xfi. 987. Metareuf vUl. 140. Hoofd, 
j 1 ^ 588 '-The Bynliadf^ however, 4»ily 


allow twenty lolled and fifty wounded.— 
Compare Hoofd, iibi sup. Not the least 
picturesque feature in this celebrated action 
18 one reported by Btrado. The heat of the 
day was eo oppreative that a band of Scotch 
veterans under Robert Btuart thought it 
more comibrtoble to strip them^ves to tbdr 
shirts: and, at last, as the weather and the 
ekirmiBh grow hotter, to lay eslde even 
those integuments, and to fight all daylong, 
m the costume of ancient Picta.— Strada, x. 
497. The date of the battle in Btrada, and 
in Bentivoglio, x. 818, Is tbe first of August. 
The same date is given by Hoofd, Bor say* 
SlstofJuly. 9 

7 Boiv aJL 987- xili. 58A 
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big deserting 'the states to fight again I 
under Spanish oolouis. These suspi- I 
dons vere probably unjust. Bossu's 
truth of character had been as uni- 
versaliy recognised as -vras his signal 
bravery. If he refused upon this oc- 
casion a general battle, those who 
refiected upon the usual results to the 
patriot bamier of such engagements, 
might confess, perhaps, &at one dis- 
astOT the more had been avoided. Don 
John, finding it impossible to accom- 
plish his purpose, and to achieve an- 
other Gembloura victory, fell bock 
again to the neighbourhood of Namur.^ 
The states’ forces remained waiting 
for the long-promised succour of John 
Casimir. It was the 26th of August, 
however, before the Duke led his 
twelve ihoaBand men to the neighbour- 
hood of Mechlin, where Bossu was 
encamped,* This young prince pos- 
sessed neither the ability nor the 
generod^ which were requisite for 
the heroic part which he was ambitions 
to perform in the Notherland drama. 
Ho was inspired by a vague idea of 
personal aggrandisoment, although he 
professed at the same time the utmost 
deference to Willum of Orange. Ho 
expressed the hope that he and the 
Prince “should be but two heads under 
one hat;’’* but he would have done 
well to ask himself whether his own 
contribution to this xiartnership of 
brains would very much enrich the 
silent statesman. Orange himself re- 
garded him with respectful contempt, 
and considered his interference with 
Hetherland matters but as an addi- 
tional element of mischief. ’The Duke’s 
right hand man, however, Peter Peut- 
terich, the “equestrian doctor” — as 
Sir Philip Sydney called him — equally 
skilful with the sword as with the pen, 
had succeeded, while on a mission to 
Bngland, in acquiring the Queen’s 
favour for his master.* To Casimir, 


therefore, had been entrusted the com- 
mand of the levies, and the principal 
expenditnre of the subsidies which she 
hod placed at the disposition of the 
states. Upon Catimir she relied, as a 
counterweight to the Duke of Alengon, 
who, as die knew, had already entered 
the provinces at the secret solicitation 
of a large faction among the noblea 
She had as muoh confidence as ever in 
Orange, but sbe imagined beTself to be 
strengthening bie canse by providing 
him with such a lieutenant. Casimir’a 
immediate friends had hut little re- 
spect for his abilities. His father-in- 
law, Augustua of Saxony, did not ap- 
prove his expedition. The Landgrave 
William, to whom he wrote for coun- 
eel, answered, in his quaint manner, 
that it was always difficult for one 
friend to advise another in threo-miit- 
teis — ^to wit, in taking a wife, going 
to sea, and going to war; hut tha^ 
nevertiidesB, despite the ancient pro- 
verb, he would assume the responsi- 
bility of warning Casimir not to plunge 
mto what he was pleased to call the 
“ emfiman chaos of Netherland poli- 
ticB.” The Duke felt no inclination, 
however, to take the advice which he 
had Bobcited. He had been stung by 
the sarcasm which Alva had once 
uttered, that the German potentates 
carried plenty of lions, dragons, eagles, 
and gri^B on their shields ; hut that 
these ferodouB animalBwere not given 
to biting or scratching. He was there- 
fore disposed, once for all, to shew 
that the teeth and daws of Germ.-ui 
princes could still be dangerous. Un- 
fortunately, he was destined to add a 
fresh element of confush^x) the chaos, 
and to funuBh rather a proof than a 
refutation of the correctnesB of Alva's 
gibe.* , 

This was the hero who was cow 
thrust, head and shoulders as it were, 
into the entangled afiairs of the 


> Bor, xil. 987. Hooffi, zui, SSL 
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a Arenives da la Ufalson d'Orange, vi 877. 

* Qroen v. Bnuet.. Arohives, etc., vi S76, 
»77, note 1. 

•Metoren, vlU. 140. EooH, zilL OSt 
Groeii V Prinst, Amhlves, etc., vi. 37S, 
noto. “ Dann, zii weib nobnftn, fiber xnahr 
^ eeliiffon. undb sum KTief;ie, lioui froundt. 


dem Bndom, dom gomeynen Bprtchwortt 
nach, rathen,” etc — Letter of Londgrave 
Wilbam, Archivoa do la Moison d’Oiange, 
-n 317. He odds that th^Netherlondon 
were a wilA godless, and irresponsible crew, 
neither attached to the true religion, nor 
having any reel regard for the Fnnce, etc , 
etc.— Ibid. See nrao Arobives et Goireepon- 
'lance, vi. 800 and 427. 





Ketherianders, and it was Elizabeth therefore, in the opinion of the honest 
of England, more than ever alanned and intrepid state^en of England, to 
at the schemes of Alenjon, who had throw down the gaunidet at once in 
pndied forward this Protestant cham- the cause of the oppressed than to 
pion, notwithstanding the disinnlinsr shu£9e and palter until the dreaded 
tion of Orange. rival should cross the frontier. A 

The Queen was right in her uneam- French Netherlands they considered 
ness respecting the French Prince, even more dangerous than a Spanish, 
The Catholic nobles, reMng upon the and Elizabeth partook of their seuti- 
strong feeling siall rife throughout the ments, although incapable of iheiir 
Walloon oountiy against the Reformed promptness. With the perverseness 
religion, and inflamed more than ever which was the chief blot upon her 
by their repugnance to Orange, whose character, she was pleased that the 
genius threw them so completely into Duke should be still a dan§^ for her 
the shade, had already drawn closer hand, even while she was intriguing; 
to the Duke. The same influences ogamrt his political hopes.^ She hston- 
were at work to introduce Alenjon, ed with undisguised rapture to his pro- 
which had formerly been employed to posals of love, while die was secretly 
bring Matthias from Yienna. Now thwarting the plans of his ambition, 
that the Archduke, who was to have Meanwhile, Alengon had arrived at 
beenihe rival, had become iiie depen- Mona, and we have seen already tho 
dent of William, they turned their feminine adroitness with which his 
attention to the son of Catherine de' sister of Navarre hod prepared his 
Medici, Orange himself having always entrance. Not in vain had she cajoled 
kept the Duke in reserve, os an instin- the commandant of Cambray cit^el; 
ment to overcome the political co- notidlyhadsheledcaptivethehearteof 
qnetiy of Elizabeth. That great Lalain and his Countess, thus securing 
Princess never manifested less great- the important province of Hoinault for 
ness than in her earlier and most the Duke. Don John might, indeed, 
tormenting coimexion with the Ne- gnssh his teeth with rage, as he marked 
therlands. Having allured them for &e result of all the feorting andflat- 
years with bright but changeful face, tery, the piping and dancing at Namur, 
she still looked coldly down upon Francis Duke of Alen9on, and — since 

the desolate sea where they were the accession of his brother Henry to 
drifting. She hod promised much; the French throne — Duke of Anjou 
her performance had been nothing, was, upon the whole, the most despic- 
Her jealousy of French influence had able personage who had ever entered 
at length been turned to account; a the Netherlands. His previous career 
subsidy and a levy extorted from her at home had been so flagrantly false 
fears. Her mimsters and prominent that he had forfeited the esteem of 
advisers were one uid aU in favour of every honest man in Europe, Catholic 
an open an^^neroua support to the or Lutheran, Huguenot or Maloontent,. 
provinces. ^Walsingham, Burleigh, The world has long known his charac- 
EhoUys, Davidson, Sidney, Leicester, ter. History will always retain him 
Fleetwgod, Wilson, aU desired that as an example, to shew mankind the- 
she shoidd frankly espouse their cause, amount of mischief which may be 
A bold policy they believed to be the perpetrated by a prince, feromoua 
only prudent one in this case ; yet the wiliiout courage, ambitious without 
Queen considered it sagacious to de- talent, and bigot^ without opinions, 
epatch envoys both to Philip and to Incapable of religious convictions him- 
Don John, as if after what they knew self, he had alternately aspired to be 
of her secret practices, such missions a commander of Catholic and of Hu- 
could effect afly useful purpose. Better, guenot zealot^ and he had acquired 

> See, for example, a letter fitom Sir .tmlaa Fanlet to thei^rl of Lelceeter, in Otocn V. 
Iklnst., ri. 421-tiS. • 

I • • 





noUiiiig by bis vaoiUalaiig couxse, save 
the entire contempt of all parties and 
of both religions. Scared from tlie 
side of HaTarre and Condd by the 
menacing attitude of the “league/’ 
fearing to forfeit the succession to the 
throne, unless he made his peace Trith 
the court, he had recently resumed 
his place among the Catholic com- 
manders. Nothmg was easier for him 
than to return shtmelesaly to a party 
ti’hich he had shamdesaly deserted, 
B^ve perhaps to betray it again, should 
bis interest prompt him to do so, on 
the morrow. Since the peace of 1676, 
it had been evident that the Protes- 
tants could not count upon his friend- 
ship, and he had soon afterwards 
been placed at the head of the army 
which waa besieging the Huguenots 
of Issoire.^ He sought to atone for 
having commanded toe troops of the 
new reli(pon by toe barbonty with 
which he now persecuted its votaries. 
When Issoire feil into his hands, toe 
luchless city was spared none of toe 
misery which can bo indicted by a 
brutal and frenzied soldiery. Its men 
were butchered, its females outraged, 
its propertyplundered with a thorough- 
ness which rivalled toe Netherlmd 
practice of Alva, or Frederic Toledo, 
or Julian Homero. The town was 
sacked and burned to ashes by furious 
Catholics, under the command of 
Francis .^enjon, almost at the very 
moment when bis fair sister, Iforgaret, 
was preparing the way in toe Nether- 
lands for the fresh treason ’ which he 
already meditated to the Catholic 
cause. The treaty of Bergerac, signed 
in the autumn of 1577,^ again restored 
a semblance of repose to France, and 
again afforded an opportunity for 
.fien 9 on to change his politics, and 
what he called, his rehgion. Becking 
With toe blood of the Protestants of 
Issoire, he was now at leisure to renew 
JLis dalliance with toe Queen of Pro- 
testant England, and to resume bis cor- 
tespondence with toe great chieftain of 
toe Beformation in the Netherlands. 

It is perhaps an impeachment upon 


toe perspicadty of Orange, that ha 
could tolerate this mischievous and 
worthless “ son of France/’ even 
for the grave reasons which influ- 
enced him. NevertoeleBa, it must be 
remembered that he only intended to 
keep him in reserve, for the purpose 
of irritating the jealou^ and quitoen- 
ing the Hendtoip of the English 
Queen. Those who see anything 
tortuous in such politics must beware 
of judging the intriguing age of 
Philip and Catherine de’ Medici by 
the higher standard of later, and pos- 
sibly more candid timea It would 
have been puerile for a man of WiHi-tm 
the Silent’s resources, to allow himself 
to be outwitted by the intnguos of all 
the courts and cabinets in Europe. 
Moreover, it must be remembered 
that, if he alone could guide hicnself 
and his countzy through the perplexing 
labyrinth in which they were involved, 
it was because he held m his hand toe 
clue of on honest purpose. His posi- 
tion m regard to the jDuke of Alen 9 on 
had now become sufficiently compli- 
cated, for the tiger that he had led in 
a chain bad been secretly unloosed by 
those who meant mischief. In the 
autumn of the previous year, toe 
aristocratic and Catholic party m toe 
states-general had opened their com- 
munications with a prince, by whom 
they hoped to be indemnified for their 
previous defeat. 

The ill effects of Elizabeth’s co- 
quetry too plainly manifested them- 
selves at last, and Alenjon had now a 
foothold in the Netherlmds. Precipi- 
tated by toe intrigues of toe paity 
which had always beeiuyritoer openly 
or secretly hostile to O^ge, his ad- 
vent could no longer be delayed. It 
only remained for the Prince ^ moke 
himself his master, as he had already 
subdued each previous rival. This 
he accomplished with his customaiy 
adroitness. It was soon obvious, even 
to BO dull and so base a nature as that 
of the Duke, that it was his best policy 
to continue to cultivate so powerfm 
a friendtoip. It cost ffim little to 


1 Se Thou, vll. Uv. IzUi, Ktuonrea de 
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erouok, but events were fatally to 
prove at a later day, that there are 
natures too malignant to be trusted 
or to be tamed. For the present, 
however, Alen;on professed the moat 
friendly sentiments towards the Prince. 
Solicited by so ardent and consider- 
able a faction, the Duke was no longer 
to be withhdd from trying the ven- 
ture,^ and if he could not effect hia 
entries by fair means, was deter- 
mined to do so by force.’ Ha would 
obtrude his assistance, if it were de- 
clined. He would do his best to dis- 
member the provinces, if only a pot^ 
tion of them would accept his proffered 
friendship. Hnderthese circumstances, 
as the Brince could no longer exclude 
him from the country, it became ne- 
cessary to accept his friendship, and 
to h(jl him in control The Duke 
had formally offered his assistance to 
the states-general, directly after the 
defeat of Gemblours,’ and early in 
July had made his appearance in 
Mons. Hence he despatched his 
envoys, Dea Proneaux and Boebefort, 
to deal with the states-general and 
with Orange, while he treated Hatthias 
with contempt, and declared that he 
had no intention to negotiate with 
him. The Archduke burst into tears 
when informed of this slight, and 
feebly expressed a wish that succour 
might be found in Germany which 
would render this French alliance un- 
necessary. It was not the first nor 
the last mortification which the future 
Fmperor was to undergo. The Fiincs 
was addressed with distinguished con- 
sideration; Des Pruneaux protesting 
that he desirg^itiut three things — the 
glory of hi^maater, the gloiy of God, 
and the glory of William of Orange.’ 

The PVench King was naturally sup- 
posed to be privy to his brothers 
schemes, for it was thought ndiculous 
to suggest that Henry’s own troops 


1 See tte renuoks and dtatious of Graen 
T. Frineb., Aichives, eco., vi. pp. -104-370. — 
Compare Apologia d'Oiango, p. 107, and 
Dor, XU. S7fi 

’ B£s. UBS.* des Es. Gx., hk Groeu T. 
Frlnst., vi. 870. 

4 ArwivesetCorrespondance, vi 404, sqq. 
Letter at Des Fruneaux, Jn Aremves de is 
liaison d’Ciange^ vi. 8W. 
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could be led by his own brother, on 
this formgn expedition, without his 
connivanoe.* At the same time, pri- 
vate letters, written by him at this 
epoch, expressed disapprobation of 
the eebemes of Alengon, and jealousy 
of his aggrandisement. It was, per- 
haps, difficult to decide as to the pre- 
cise views of a monarch who was too 
weak to form opinions for himself, 
and too false to maintain those with 
which he had been furnished by others. 
With the Medicean mother it was dif- 
ferent, and it was she who was be- 
lieved to be at the bottom of the in- 
trigue. There was even a vague idea 
that the Spanish Sovereign himself 
might be privy to the plot, and that 
a possible marriage between Alenfon 
and the Infanta might be on the car^° 
In truth, however, Phihp felt himself 
outraged by the whole proceedings. 
He resolutely refused to accept &e 
excuses proffered by the French court, 
or to doubt the complicity of the 
Queen Dowager, who, it was wdl 
Imown, governed ^ her sons. She 
bad, to be sure, thought proper to 
read the envoys of the ^tes-genersl a 
lecture upon the impropriety of sub- 
jects opposing the commands of their 
lawful Frmce, but such artifices were 
thought too transparent to deceive. 
Granvelle scouted the idea of her 
being ignorant of Anjou’s scheme, or 
opposed to its success ^ As f or lUiam 
of Hesse, while he bewailed more than 
ever the luckless plunge mto “ canfu- 
mm chaoa" which Caaimir had taken, 
he unhesitatmgly expressed bis con- 
viction that the invasion of Alen9on 
was a master-piece of Catherine. The 
whole responsibility of the transaction 
he divided, in truth, between the 
Dowager and the comet, which just 
then hung over the world, filling the 
soul of the excellent Landgrave with 
dismal apprehension.* 


4 Ketcien, vni. 1404. ]3or, xb. 960. 

4 This was Gwmvf^e'B opinion. Bee letter 
from Granvelle to Bellefontaineh Ainhives 
de la Malson d’Orange, vt 426. 

4 Bemerka and oltatioiiB of Groen t. 
Frinst., vL 368, 424-427.— Compare ds Than, 
vii. 668. 

7 Letter of Granvelle to Bellefontolne. 
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The Queen of England was highly 
•incensed by the actual occurrence m 
invasion which she had so long 
dreaded. She was loud in her denun- 
ciations of the danger and dishonour 
which would be the result to the' 
provinces of this French alliance. She 
threatened not bn^ to withdraw her- 
seU from their cause, but'even to tabs 
arms agmnst a commonwealth which 
had dared to accept Alenjon for its 
master. She had originally agreed to 
furnish one hundred thousand pounds 
by way of loan. This assistance had 
been idterwards commuted Into a levy 
of three thousand foot and two thou- 
sand horse, to be added to the forces 
of John Casunir, and to be placed under 
his command. It had been stipulated, 
also, that the Palatine should have the . 
rank and pay of an English general-in- 
chief, and be considered as the Queen's 
lieutenant. The money had been fur- 
nished and the troops enrolled. So 
much had been already bestowed, and 
could not be recalled, but it was not 
probable that, in her present humour-, 
the Queen would be induced to add to 
her favours.’^ 

The Prince, obliged by the necessity 
of the case, h^ prescribed the terms 
and the title under which Alen9on 
should be accepted. Upon the 18th 
of August the Duke’s envoy concluded 
a convention in twenty-throe articles, 
which were afterwards subscribed by 
the Duke himself, at Hons, upon the 
twentieth of the same month.’ The 
substance of this an-angemeut was that 
Alenjon should lend ms assistance to 
the provinces against the mtolerahle 
tyranny of the Spaniards and the un- 
iustifiable milit;^ invasion of Don 
John. He was, moreover, to bring 
into the field ten thousand foot and 
two thousand horse for three montha 
After the expiration of this term, his 
forces might be reduced to three tiiou- 
sandfeot and five hundred horse. The 
atatea were to confer upon him the 


title of " Defender of the Liberty d 
the Netherlands against tire Tyranny 
of the Spaniards their adherenta" 
He was to undertake no hostilities 
against Queen Elizabeth. The states 
were to aid him, whenever it should 
become necessaiy, with the same 
amount of force with*which he now 
assisted them. He was to submit him- 
self contentedly to civil govern- 
ment of the country, in everything 
regarding its internal polity. He was 
to make no special contracts or treaties 
with any cities or provinces of the 
Netherhmds. Should the states-gsne- 
ral accept another prince as sovereign, 
the Duke was to be preferred to all 
others, upon conditions afterwards to 
be arranged. All cities which might 
be conquered within &e territory of 
the united provinces were to balong 
to the states. Such places not in that 
territory, as should voluntarily sur- 
render, were to be apportioned, by 
equal division, between the Duke and 
the states. The Duke was to bring 
no foreign troops but French into the 
provinces The month of August was 
reserved, during which the states were, 
if possible, to make a composition with 
Don John.* 

These articles were certainly drawn 
up with skill. A high-sounding but 
barren title, which gratified the Duke’s 
vanity and signified nothiiig, had been 
confeirod upon him; while at the same 
time he was forbidden to moke con- 
quests or contracts, and was obliged to 
submit hiTTiiiglf to the' civil government 
of the coimtiy : in short, he was to 
obey the Prince of Orange in all things 
— and BO here was au(5lii«r plot of the 
Prince’s enemies neutn^ed. Thus, 
for the present at least, had the position 
of Anjou been defined. « 

As the montli of August, during 
which it was agreed* that negotiations 
with the Qovemoi^Qenonl should re- 
main open, had already half expired, 
certain articles, drawn up by tha 


prodfolc so dlesz jabz ecseheim wordeim, 
wolUm Hire wircknug naten. Qott gabe 
dasz slo XU eynem guton ends lanffen.’’— 
Archives et Goixesp., vi. 140. Compare 
Btrado, lx. 463. 

1 Bor, xil. 048, 049, 9T6, saq. — Uomnai'C 
, Veteren, Till. HP, ^ 


* Bor, xil. 076-978. Uetaren, vnl. 140, 

141. , 

■ See espedally Articles 4, 6, 10, 14, 1^ 
16, 81. 

* Articio 81 of the OOnveutlon. — See Boi!, 
XIL 078 i Uetcrou, viU. 1^1. 
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(tates-eeneral, were at once laid before | little way in any negotiation with 
Don. Jobn. Lord Cobbam and Sir I me.” 

I^cia WalBingham were then in the The envoys shrugged their ehout 
Netherhmds^havingbeensentbyElisi- ders. 

beth for the purpose of eSedxng a paci- “ What is your own opinion on the 

fication of the estates with the Oover- whole af&irl’* resumed Son John, 
nor, if possible They had also ex. "Perhaps your advioe may yet help 
plamed— so ^ as_ an explanation wss me to abetter conclusion.” 
jpossibls — the assistance which the The envoys continued silent and 
English government had rendered to pentive. 

the rebels, upon tbs ground that the "We can only answer," said Wal- 
French invasion could be prevented in singhom, at length, "by imitating the 
no other way.^ This somewhat lame physician, who would prescribe so me- 
apology had been passed over in silence dioine until he wae quite sure that the 
rather than accepted by Don John, patient was ready to swallow it. 'Tia 
In the same interview the envoys made no use wasting counsel or drugs."^ 
an equally unsuccessful effort to in- The reply was not satisfaotoiy, but 
duce ^e acceptance by the Qovemor the envoys had convinced themselves 
of the terms offered by the states. A tiiat the sword was the only suigical 
further proposition, on their part, for inatrument likely to find favour at 
an ^nterim,”^ upon the plan attempt- that juncture. Don John referred, in 
ed aj Chorl^ the Fifth in Germany, vague terms, to his peaceable inelina- 
pnvioualy to the Peace of Passau, met tions, but protested that there was no 
with no more favour than it merited, treating with so unbridled a people as 
for certainly that name — which became the Ketherlanders. The amhaasadors 
BO odious m Germany that cate and soon afterwards took their leave, 
dogs were called “Interim” by the After this conference, which was on 
commonpeople.inderisiou— woahardly the 24th of August 1678, Walsingham 
a potent word to conjure with, at that and Cobham amlresaed a letter to the 
moment, in the If^erlands. They states-geneial, deploring the disingenu- 
then expressed their intention of re- ovs and procrastinating conduct of 
tiring to England, much grieved at the Governor, and begging that the 
the result of their mission. The Go- failure to effect a pacification might 
vemor relied that they might do as not be imputed to them.® They then 
they liked, but that he, at least, had returned to England, 
done all in his power to bring about a The Imperial envoy, Count Sch- 
peace, and that the Iting hod been wartzbuig, at whose urgent solicitation 
equally pacific in his intmtions. He this renewed attempt at a composition 
then awed the envoys what they had been made, was most dreirous 
themselves thought of the terms pro- that the Governor should accept the 
posed. “Indeed, they an too hard, articlea" They formed, indeed, the 
your highnem.'** answered Walshig- basis of a liberal, oonstitutional, repre- 
hom, "hW’Es only by pure menace sentative government, in which the 
that we have extorted them from the Spanish monaroh was to retain only 
states, unfavourablethoughth^seem.” a strictly limited sovereignty.’' The 
“Then you may tell &em," replied proposed convention required Don 
the Governor, “to keep their ofieis to John, with all his troops and adher- 
themselvea Such terms will go hut ents, forthwith to leave we land after 


1 "T dlBoulpando a la Beyua su ama de 
lo qua avia hecho en lavor do loe Eetados, y 
que avia rido per mrior y porque el &aiu!ea 
no meUesse pie en eUoB.’’— bo qua on sub- 
stanoia ha Obsado eon sa Altaaa, 14 Agdsto, 
ims. Acra Stat. Bels. lU. SIS. Hogue 
Anihlvoa - s ibid. 

* "Quoinveiitaeiauo'ttoppo duii.”— The 
> canvetsationwiiaGarruaon^tlyinltsUaii, 
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iving up all BfcroDgholds and ciuea in 
_ia poBBession. It provided that the 
ATfihdnlrft Matthias shordd remain as 
Qovemor-general, under the amditione 
according to which he had ieen origi 
nally accented. It left the question of 
religious worship to the decision of 
the states-general. It provided for 
the release of all prisoners, the return 
of all exiles, the restoration of all con- 
fiscated property. It stipulated that 
upon the death or departure of Mat- 
thias, his Majesty was not to appoint 
a governor-general without the consent 
of the ctateaneneral} 

When Count Schwartzbuig waited 
upon the Governor with these aston- 
ishing propositions — which Walsing- 
ham might well call somewhat hard — 
he found him leas disposed to explode 
with wrath tiia.Ti be had heen in pre- 
vious conferences. Already the spirit 
of the impetuous young soldier was 
broken, both by the ill health which 
was rapidly underminmg his constitu- 
tion and by the helpless condition in 
which ho had been left while contend- 
ing with the great rebellion. He had 
aoldiere, but no money to pay them 
withal; he had no means of upholding 
that supremacy of crown and chuicb 
which he was so vigorously mstructed 
to maintain; and he was heartily 
wearied of fulminating edicts which 
he had no power to enforce. He had 
repeatedly solicited his recall, and was 
growing daily more impatient that his 
dismissal did not arrive. Moreover, 
the horrible news of Escovedo’s assas- 
sination had sickened him to the soul,* 
The deed had flashed a sudden light 
into the abyss of dark duplicity m 
which his own fate was suspended. 
I His most intimate and confidential 
i friend had been murdered by royal 
command, while he was himseU aban- 
doned by Philip, exposed to insult, left 
destitute of d^ence. No money was 
forthcoming, in qiite of constant im- 
portunities and perpetual promises.* 


Plenty of words were sent him; he 
complained, as if he possessed the art 
of extracting gold from them, or as if 
WOT could be carried on with words 
olone.^ 

Being in so desponding a mood, he 
decline entering into any controversy 
with regard to the nei^ propositions, 
which, however, he chanmterised as 
most iniquitous. He stated merely 
that his Majesty hod determined to 
refer the Netherland matters to the 
arbitration of the Emperor ; that the 
Duke de Terra Nova would soon be 
empowered to treat upon the subject 
at the imperial court; and that, in 
tiiu meantime, he was himself most 
anxiously awaiting his recall.’ ^ 

A synod of the Beformed churches 
had been held, during the month cf 
June, ?t Dort. There they had^laid 
down a platform of their principles of 
church government in one hundred 
and one articles.* In the same month, 
the leading members of the Beformed 
Church had drawn up an ably reasoned 
address to Matthias and the Council of 
State on the subject of a general peace 
of rehgion for the provinces.^ 

William of Orange did his utmost 
to improve the opportunity. Ho 
sketched a system of provisioned tolera- 
tion, which he caused to be signed by 
the Archduke Matthias, and which, at 
least for a season, was to establish 
religious freedom.® The brave, tran- 
quil, solitary man still held his track 
across the raging waves, shedding .is 
much light as one clear human soul 
could dispense; yet the dim lantern, 
BO far in advance, was swallowed m 
the mist, ere those wh^ailed m Ins 
wake could shape their cm&se by his 
example. No man understood him. 
Not even his nearest friends compre- 
hended his views, nor saw thdt he 
strove to establish not freedom for 
Calvinism, but freedom for conscience. 
Saint Aldcgonde complained that the 
Prince would not persecute the Ana- 


1 Articles 5 and 12 of the proposed Con- 
dition, Bor, xii. StO. 

a 2;hat event hod occurred, as elready 
elated, upon the Slab of hlarch of this year 
(15?81 

* m the letter of Philip in Chhrero, zii. 
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* Bor, xii. 981.— Comjiare hiiteren, vlU. 
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baptistj,^ Peter Dathenue denoimoed 
him as an atheist, while even Count 
John, the only one left of his reliant 
and generous hrotheis, opposed the 
relijpous peace — except where the 
advantage was on the aids of the new 
religion. Where the Catholics had 
been effectually put down, as in 
Holland and Zealand, honest John saw 
no reason for allowing them to lift 
Hiemselves up again.* In the Popish 
provinces, on the other hand, he was 
for a religious peace. In this bigoted 
qiirit he was followed by too many of 
the Reforming mass, while, on their 
part, the Walloons were already band- 
ing themselves together in the more 
Bouthejn provinces, under the name of 
Malcontents. Stigmatised by the Cal- 
vinists as ''Paternoster Jac£s,”^they 
wer^ daily drawmg closer their alliance 
with Alenin, and weakemng the bonds 
which united them with their Protes- 
tant brethren. Count John had at 
lengthbecome apeimanent functionary 
in &e Netherlands. Urgently solicited 
hy the leaders and the great multitude 
of the Beformers, he had long been 
unwilling to abandon his home, and to 
neglect &e private affaire wldch bis 
devotion to &e Netherland cause had 
thrown into great confusion. The 
Landgrave, too, whose advice he had 
asked, had strongly urged him not to 
" dip his fingers into the oUapodrida."* 
The future of the provinces was, m his 
opinion, so big with disaster, that the 
past, with all its horrors, under Alva 
and.BequeBens, hod only furnished the 
“preludia" of that which was to 
ensue.* For these desperate views 
his main rej<un, as usual, was the 
comet; thffmschievous luminary still 
continuing to cast a lurid glare across 
the Land^ve's path.* Notwithstand- 
ing thtse direful warnings from a prince 
'of the Beformation, notwithstanding 

1 Hoofd, xjii. 6T5. Er. Beyd. Ann u. 23. 

9 Qinen v FnnaL, Archives, etc. vi. 434, 
436. 

9 “Pater nostsr Knechten.”— Metaren, 
vni 143 Bor, zlL 223.— Compare Bsnti- 

vosfict X. 2 m 

4 Groan v. Prinst, Andiives, vi 317. 

• • Archives do la Uaison d'Onmge, vi. 266. 

• Lettera of IsmdBiava 'William, Archives 
ict Oorrespondauee, v, 11, 266-262. 
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the '' o22a podrida ” and the “ cDmet,” 
Count John had nevertheless accepted 
the office of Governor of Gelderlond, 
to which he had been elected by the 
estates of that province on the llifii of 
hlarch.f That important bulwark of 
Holland, Zealand, and Utrecht on the 
one side, and of Groningen and Friea- 
land on the other — the main buttreea, 
in short, of the nascent republic, was 
now in hands which would defend it 
to the last. 

As soon as the disouaeion came up in 
the states-generalpn the subject of the 
Doit petitions. Orange requested that 
every member who had formed his 
o^anions should express them fully 
and frankly. All wished, however, to 
be guided and governed by the senti- 
ments of the Prince. Not a man 
spoke, save to demand their lead^’s 
views, and to express adhesioin in 
advance to the course which his 
wisdom might suggest.* The result 
was aprojected convention, a draft for 
a religious peace,* which, if definitely 
established, would have healed many 
wounds and averted much calamity. 
It was not, however, destined to be 
accepted at that time by the states of 
the different provinces where it was 
brought up for discussion ; and sevural 
changes were made, both of form and 
substance, before the system was 
adopted at all. Meantime, for the 
important city of Antwerp, where 
religious broils were again on the point 
of breaking out, tbe Prince preferred 
a provision arrangement, which he 
forthwith carried into execution. A 
proclamation, in the name of the 
Archduke Matthias and of the State 
Council, assigned five special places 
in the city where the memheis m the 
'' pretended Bef oimed religion ” should 
have liberty to exercise their religious 
worship, with preaching, singiiig, and 

1 Archives et Correspoudance, vi. 808. 

I Lsngueti Sp- Bsc. od Aug. Box, 147, pu 
744 

* AcccrdJng to the 8d and 4tb Aitidis^ 
the Ca^ohe or tbs Beformed rehgion was to 
be re-established and freely exermsedin any 
town or viUags where such re-estabUshinent 
shcidd be demanded by one hundred fhmh 
Uea— HeteiAi, viu. 14SA 



the aaciaments.^ The churchyards of 
the paiooL^ churches were to be 
opened for the burial of their dead, 
but the funerals were to be unaccom* 
panied with exhortation, or any pubbo 
demonstration wbioh might excite dis- 
turbance. The adherents of one re- 
ligion were forbidden to disturb, to 
insult, or in any way to interfere with 
the solemnities of the other. All were 
to abstain from mutual jeeiings — by 
pictures, ballads, books, or otherwise 
— and fium all injuries to ecclesiastical 
property. Every man, of whatever 
reli^n, was to be permitted entrance 
to &e (lurches of either religion, and 
when there, all were to conform to the 
regulations of the Church with modesty 
and respect. Those of the new religion 
were to taka oaths of obedience to 
th'e authorities, and to abstain from 
meddling with the secular administra- 
tion of afiairs. Fieachers of both 
religions were forbidden to preach out 
of doors, or to make use of language 
tending to sedition. All were to bind 
themselveB to assist the magistrates in 
quelling riots, and in sustaining the 
civil government * 

This example of religious peace, to- 
gether with '^e active correspondence 
thus occasioned with the difiereut 
state assembbes, excited the jealousy 
of the Catholic leaders and of the 
■Walloon popuUiion.’ Champagny, 
who, despite his Bdmirable qualities 
and brilliant services, was stUl unable 
to place himself on the same platform 
‘ of toleration with Orange, now under- 
took a decided movement against the 
policy of the Frmce. Cathohc to the 

! ' core, he drew up a petition, remon- 

strating most vigoroutiy against the 
draft for a religious peace, ^en in cir- 
{ oulation through the provinces,* To 
this petition he procured many signa- 
tures among the more ardent Catholic 
nobles. De Hize, De Glimes, and 

I 1 See the documant in Bor, xii, 9T4, 9TS, 
Soold, xlii. 676. 

a Bor, XU, 074^ 975, Xhe pnaciple of the 
religious peace wss adopted, and churches 
accordingly oUottad to the members of the 
Beformed Churoh, In the cities of Antwerp, 
KtussoIb, Mochhn. Bergen, Bredi laere. 
Bruges, Tores, and in many olthjs ol Gelder- 
slana and h'nosiiuid. — ^Betoren, viii, 143, 


others of the same stamp, were will- 
ing enough to follow the lead of so 
distinguished a chieftom. The re- 
monstrance was addressed to the Arch- 
duke, the Frince of Orange, the State 
Conncil, and the States-general, and 
called upon them all to abide by their 
solemn promises to permit no schism 
in the ancient Church, Should the 
exercise of the new religion be allowed, 
the petitioners insisted that the god- 
less licentiousness of the Xetherlmds 
would excite the contempt of all 
peoples and potentates. They sug- 
gested, in conclnaion, that all tlis 
principal cities of France — and in 
particular the city of Paris — had kept 
themselves clear of the exercisa of the 
new religion, and that repose and pio- 
sperity hod been the result.^ 

This petition was carried witbscuu- 
aiderable solemnity by Champagny, 
attended by many of ins confederattb, 
to the Hdtel de 'Ville, and presented 
to the magistracy of Brussels. These 
functionaries were requested to de 
hvor it forthwith to the Archduke and 
Council. The magistrates demurred 
A discussion ensued, which giuv 
warmer and wai-mer as it proceeded 
The younger nobles permitted them 
selves abusive language, which the 
civic digmtaries would not brook. 
The session avas dissolved, and the 
magistrates, still followed by the pet: 
tioners, came forth into the street. 
The confederates, more inflamed than 
ever, continued to vociferate and to 
threaten. A crowd soon collected 111 
the square. The citizens were natu,- 
ally curious to know why their senatoi » 
were thus browbeaten Mtd^^ulted by 
a party of insolent young Catholic 
nobles. Tile old politician at then 
head, who, in spite of many sqyvicci,, 
was not considered a friend to the 
nation, inspired them with distrust " 
Being informed of the presentation of 

* Bor, xii. 975 Hoofd, xiu. 675 

4 See the Petition m Bor, xu 989, 990 — 
Conmare Hoofd, xui. 678. hleteien, vm 143. 

4 Petition in Bor, xu. 989, 9^0. 

* Bor, Xii* 988. Chanmagny was a Ca- 
tholic and the brother of Grauvello ; he woa 
also one of the most patriotic and honour- 
able— ua he was unquestionably one of tne 
biavLsl— of the Hethcria^d nobles. JliS 



tbe pstition, the multitade loudly de- 
manded tiiat the docoment ahould he 
read. This mis immediately donek 
The general drift of the remonsbonos 
was anything but acceptable, but the 
allusion to Paris, at the dose, ezcil^ 
a tempest of indignation. "Paris I 
Paris I Saiist Sartholomew I Saint 
Bartholomew I Are we to haye Paris 
weddings in Brussels alsof" howled 
the mob, as is'Uften the case, extract- 
ing bat a single idea, and that a wrong 
one, from the public lecture which had 
just been made. “ Are we to bare a 
Paris massacre, a Paris blood-bath here 
in the Netherland capital! God for- 
bid] God forbid! Away with the 
conspirators 1 Down with the Pa- 
pists I “ ^ 

It was easily represented to the in- 
flamed imaginatiouB of the populace 
that a Bnusels Saint Bartholomew 
had been organised, and that Cham- 
pagny, who stood there before them, 
was its originator and manager. The 
ungrateful Netherlandera forgot the 
heroism with which the old soldier 
had arranged the defence of Antwerp 
against the “ Spanish Fury ” but two 
years before. They hea^ only the 
instigatiomi of his enemies; they re- 
membered only that he was the hated 
GrauTelle’B brother; they beUeved 
only that there was a plot by which, 
in some utterly incompr^ensible 
manner, they were all to be immedi- 
atdy engaged in cutting each others 
throats and throwing each other out 
of the windows, as had been done half 
a dozen ye^ before in Paris. Such 
was the mischievous intention ascribed 
to a petbjmiy which Champagny and 
his frienShad as much right to offer 
' — however narrow and mistaken their 
opinjtins might now be considered — as 
had the synod of Dort to present their 
remonstrances. Never was a more 
malignant or more stupid perversion 
of a simple and not very alarming 
phrase. No allusion had bean made 


to Saint Bartholomew, but all- its 
horrors were supposed to be oonceEded 
in the smitence whioh refenred to 
Paris. The nobles were arrested on 
the spot and hurried to prison, with 
the exception of Champagny, who 
made his escape at first, and lay con- 
cealed for several dayk’ He was, 
however, finally ferreted out of his 
hiding-place and carried off to Ghent. 
Thera he was thrown into strict con- 
finement, being treated in all respects 
as the occomplica of Aerschot and the 
other nobles who bad been arrested in 
the time of Byhove’s revolution.’' Cer- 
tainly, this conduct towards a brave 
and generous gentleman was iU calcu- 
lated to increase general sympathy for 
the cause, or to merit the approbation 
of Orange. Thera was, however, a 
strong prejudice against Champagny. 
His brother Granvelle had never been 
forgotten by the Netherlonders, and 
was still regarded as their most untir- 
ing foe, while Champagny was buj>- 
posed to be in cloBe league with the 
Cardinal. In these views the pec^le 
were entirely wrong. 

'While these events were taking 
place in Brussels and Antwerp, the 
two armies of the states and (ri Don 
John were indolently watching ea^ 
oilier. The sinews of war had been cut 
upon both sides. Both parties were 
cramped by the most abject poverty. 
The troops under Bossu and Casimir, 
m the camp near Meohlin, were 
already discontented, for want of pay. 
The one hundred thousand pounds cf 
Elizabeth had already been spent, and 
it was not probable that the ofi^ded 
Queen would soon furnish another 
subsidy. The states could with diffi- 
culty extort anything like the assessed 
quotas from the different provinces. 
The Duke of Alen$on was still at 
Hons, from which place he had issued 
a violent proclamation of war i^ainst 
Don John — a manifesto which had, 
however, not been followed up by 


ehoractar Interesting, and his servicsB 
were remorkable. It is soidithat he could 
.not nso to the same toleranco in lellgloua 
matters whioh tbs Piinco of Orange bad 
attorned. • 

t Bor, xU. 9JS. Hoofd, xiil. STS, STS. 


s Ibid. Hoofd, xffi. STS. Ueteren, vih. 
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* Bor, xiL 'S88. Eoor4 xiU. STS. Ko- 
teren, viii. US.— Eis oaptivity lasted several 
years. ■ 

* 



very vigorous demonstrations. Don 
Jobn liTTnafllf was in his fortified oaznp 
at Bouge, within a league of Kamur, 
but the hero was oonsuming with 
mental and with bodily fever. Ho 
veBBj 08 it were, besieged. He was 
left entirely without funds, while his 
royal brother obstinately refused com* 
plionce with his earnest demands to be 
recalled, and coldly neglected his imr 
portunitieB for peouniaiy assistance.* 

Compelled to cany on a war against 
an armed rebellion with such gold only 
as could be extracted from royal words ; 
stung to the heart by the suspicion of 
which he felt himself the object at 
home, and by the hatred with which 
be was regmded in the provinces; 
outraged in his inmost feelings by the 
murder of Escovedo; foiled, outwitted, 
reduced to a political nulhty by the 
masterly tactics of the “ odious heretic 
of heretics " to whom he had originally 
offered his own patronage and the roy^ 
forgiveness, the high-spirited soldier 
was an object to excite the tenderness 
even of religious and political op- 
ponents. 'Wearied with the turmoil 
of cam}>B without battle and of cabi- 
nets without counsel, he sighed for 
repose, even if it could be found only 
in a cloister or the grave. “ I rejoice 
to see by your letter,” he wrote, 
pathetically, to John Andrew Doris, 
at Genoa, "that your life is flowmg 
on with such calmness, while the world 
around me is so tumultuously agitated. 
I consider you most fortunate that you 
are passing the remainder of your days 
for God and yourself; that you are 
not forced to put yourself perpetually 
in the scales of the world's events, nor 
to venture yourself dmly on its hazard- 
ous games.” “ He proceeded to inform 
his hiend of his own painful situation, 
surrounded by innumerable enemies, 
without means of holdmg out more 
than three months, and cut off from 
all assistance by a government which 
could not see that if the present chance 

* Bor, xii. 997, 998. Hoold, xiv. S84, 6S5 
The States had agreed to pay 600,000 gul- 
dens per mouth The expenses of the army 
were estimated at 800,000 gnldenspermonth. 
>— Gmenv Fzmat., Arohives, vl. 397. Pro- 
olamation m Bor, xlL 996, 997. 

This remarkable and pathetil’ letter, as 


were lost, a.11 was lost. Ho declared it 
imporable for him to fight in the posi- 
tion to which he was rrauced, pressed 
as he was within half a mile of the point 
which he had always considered as his 
last refuge. He stated also that the 
French were strengthening themselves 
in Hainault, under Alengon, and that 
the King of France was in leadmess to 
break in through Burgundy, should hie 
brother obtain a firm foothold in the 
provinces. “ I have besought his Ma- 
jesty over and over again,” he con- 
tinued, ” to send to me his orders ; if 
they come they shall bo executed, 
unless they arrive too late. Thei/ 
have cut off our hand), and we haie 
now nothing for it but to stretch, forth 
our heads also to the aa'c. I grieve to 
trouble you with my sorrows, but I 
trust to your sympathy as a man^d 
a friend. I hope that you will remem- 
ber me in your prayers, for you can 
put your tnist where, in former days, 
I never could place my oivn ” ’ 

The dying crusader wrote another 
letter, in the same mournful strain, to 
another intimate friend, Don Fedio 
Mendoza, Spanish envoy in Genoa. 
It was dated upon the same day from 
his camp near Namur, and repeated 
the statement that the Kmg of France 
was ready to invade the NetheiloniU, 
BO soon os Alenjon should prepare an 
opemng. “His Majesty,” continued 
Don John, "is resolved upon nothing, 
at least, I am kept in ignorance of hia 
intentions. Our life is doled out to lu 
here by moments. I cry aloud, but it 
profits me little. Matters wiU soon 
be disposed, through our negligence, 
exactly as tiie Devil wo^^best wish 
them. It is plain that we^Steft here 
to pine away till our last breath. God 
direct us all as He may see fit ; in Hia 
hands are all things." * * 

Four days later he wrote to the 
King, stating that he was confined to 
his chamber with a fever, by which he 
was already as much reduced as if he 

well as that addressed to Mendoza, is pub- 
lished in Bor, xii. 1001, 1006, and m Hoofd. 
xiT. 689, 690. „ * 

* Letter to Boria ; Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

* Letter to Fedie do Mendoza; Bor, xih 
1006. Hoofd. xiv. 600. 



had been ill for a month. '* I assure 
your Majesty/' said he, “that the 
work here is enough to destiw any 
constitution and any life.’’ He re- 
minded Philip how often he had been 
warned by him as to the insidious 
practices of the French. Those pro- 
phecies had <iow become facts. The 
French had entered the country, while 
some of the inhabitants were fright- 
ened, others disaffected. Don John 
dechwed himself in a ddemma. With 
bis smaJl force, hardly enough to nuike 
head against the enemy immediately 
in front, and to protect the places 
which required guarding, 'twas im- 
possible for him to leave his position 
to attack the enemy in Burgundy. If 
he lemamed stationary, the communi- 
cations were cut off through which 
his ononey and supplies reached him. 
“ Thus I remain,” said ho, " perplexed 
and confused, desiring, more than life, 
some decision on your Majesty's part, 
for which I have implored so many 
times." He urged the King most 
vehemently to send him instructions as 
to the course to be pursued, t adding that 
it wounded him to the soul to find 
tliem BO long delayed. He begged to 
be informed “ whether he was to attack 
the enemy in Burgundy, whether he 
should await where he then was the 
succour of his Majesty, or whether he 
was to fight, and if so with which of 
his enemies : in fine, what he was to 
do,; because, losing or winning, he 
meant to conform to his Majesty’s 
wilL He felt deeply pained, he said, 
at being disgraced and abandoned by 
the King, having served him, both as 
a brother^LO^ a man, with love and 
faith ana heartiness. “Our lives," 
said he, “ ore at stake upon this game, 
and ^ we wish is to lose them hon- 
ourably.”® Ho begged the King to 
send a special envoy to France, with 
remonstrances on the subject of Alen- 
qon, and another to the Pope to ask 
for the Duke's excommunication. He 


protested that he would give his blood 
rather than occasion so much annoy- 
ance to the King, but that he felt it 
his duty to tell the naked truth. The 
pest was ravaging his little army. 
Twelve hundr^ were now in hos- 
pital, besides those nursed m private 
houses, and he had no means or money 
to remedy the evil. Moreover, the 
enemy, seeing that they were not op- 
posed in the open field, had cut off the 
passage into Liege by the Meuse, and 
had advanced to Nivelles and Ghimay 
for the sake of communications with 
France, by the same river.® 

Ten dajrs after these pathetic pas- 
sages had been written, the writer was 
dead. Since the assassination of Esco- 
vedo, a consuming melancholy hod 
settled upon hia spirits, and a bummg 
fever came, in the month of Septem- 
ber, to destroy his physical strength. 
The house where he lay was a hove], 
the only chamber of which had been 
long used as a pigeon-house. This 
wretched garret was cleansed, as well 
as it could be of its filth, and hung 
with tapestry emblazoned with armo- 
rial bearings. In that dovecot the 
hero of Lepanto was destmed to ex- 
pire. During the lost few days of his 
illness, he was delirious. Tossing upon 
his uneasy couch, he again arranged 
in imagination, the combinations of 
great battles, again shouted his orders 
to rushing squadrons, and listened 
with brightening eye to the trumpet 
of victory. Beason returned, however, 
before the hour of death, and permit- 
ted him the opportumty to make the 
dispositions rendered necessary by hia 
condition. He appomted hia nephew, 
Alexander of Forma, who had been 
watching assiduously over his death- 
bed, to succeed him, provieaonally, in 
the command of the army and m his 
other dignities, received the lost sacra- 
ments with composure, and tranquilly 
breathed his last upon the first day of 
October, the month which, since the 
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r **£aordendecomoteago ds gobmiar”^ 
These word&^ Don John’s letter were un- 
dorlmedby Fhihp, who made upon reading 
giem the following most charoctenstio an- 
notation ; “ The marked request T will not 
grant. I will not tell ;"e Po invado no 70 le 
dW.) . 


> “ Nos von las Tides en esto Juego,” etc., 
etc, 

■ Ciirta (desdUVada) del B". D. Juan a Bn 
meg)., SO Bi^t. 1S78. VS. Bojal IdBraiy, 
Hogue, f 
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bottle of Leponto, he had always eon- 
mdeted a festiye and a fortunate one.^ 
Jt was inevitable that suspicion of 
poison should be at once excited by 
his disease. Those suspicions have 
been never set at rest, and never 
proved. Two Englishmen, Batcliff 
and Gray by name, had been arrested 
and executed on a charge of having 
been emplcyed by Secretory Walsing- 
bam to assassinate the Oovemcr.* The 
charge was doubtless an infamous false- 
hood; but had Philip, who was sus- 
pected of Wng the real criminal, really 
compassed the death of his brother, it 
was none the less probable that on in- 
nocent victim or two would be exe- 
cuted, to save appearances Now that 
time has unveded to us many mys- 
teries, now that we have learned from 
Philip's own lips and those of his ac- 
complices the exact marmer in which 
Hontigny and Escovedo were put to 
death, the world will hardly be very 
charitable with re^rd to o^er impu- 
tations. It was v^emently suspected 
(hat Bon John had been murdered by 
the command of Phihp, but no such 
fact was evetr proved. 

The body, when opened that it might 
be embalmed, was supposed to offer 
evidence of poison. The heart was 
dry, the other internal organs were 
likewise so desiccated as to crumble 
when touched, and the general colour 
of the interior was of a blackish brown, 
as if it had been singed. Various 
persons were mentioned as the pro- 
bable criminals; various motives as- 
signed for the commission of the deed. 
NererthelesB, it must be admitted that 
there were causes, which were undis- 

* Van der Hammcn y Leon, w 32i Bor, 
oii. 1006 Cabrera, xu. 1008, 1009. Btradii, 
z. 608, 60S, 600. Hoofd, 601. 

* Be Thou, vii. 090 — Compare Cobrora, 
zil. 1008. 

■ “Namque in defnneti corpora extitisao 
non obscura veneni vestigia u&rmant, qui 
, viderunt”— SttBda,x 612. The Jesuit does 
not express sny opinion as to the truth of 
I iho report. — Compare Cabrera, idi 1009 

Van d. vynolct, u 268, 264. ** hallaron 

la parte del coiagon eeca i todo lo mtenor i 
lo estenor denegildo 1 come tostado, quo ae 
] dosluuda con ol toqne ; i lo dernas do color 
I lialldo do natuml difbnto.**— -Cabroro, xU. 
1^^000. The Soignour do Brantoma alter ez- 


puted, tor his death, sufficient to render 
a search for the more mysterious ones 
comparatively superfluous. A disorder 
called the pest wss raging in bis camp, 
and had carried off a thousand of his 
soldiers within a few days, while his 
mental BuffeiingB had been acute 
enough to turn his heart to ashea 
Biaappointed, tormented by friend and 
foe, BUBpeoted,inBulted, broken apirited, 
it was not stiwge that he should prove 
an easy victim to a pestilent disorder 
before which many stronger men were 
daily falling.* 

On the third day after his decease, 
the funeral rites were celebrated A 
dispute between the Spaniards, Ger. 
mans, and Netherlanders in the army 
arose, each churning precedence in the 
ceremony, on account of superior na- 
tional propinquity to the illuetHous 
deceased. All were, in truth, equally 
near to him, for different reasons, and 
it was arranged that all should share 
equally m the obsequies. The corpse 
disembowelled and embalmed, was laid 
upon a couch of state. The hero was 
clad in complete armour; bis sword, 
helmet, and steel guantlets lying at his 
feet, a coronet, blaising with precious 
stones, upon his head, the jewelled 
cliam and msignia of the Golden Fleece 
about bis neck, and perfumed gloves 
upon bis hands. Thus royally aud 
martially arrayed, be waa placed upon 
bis bier and borne forth from the house 
where be had died, by the gentlemen 
of bis bedchamber. From them be 
was received by the colonels of the 
regiments stationed next his own qimr- 
ters. These chiefs, followed by tbeir 
troops with inverted arms ;^d muflled 

pressing bis regrets that such n bravo son 

of Mors should hove died in Ins bed (“ 

comme si e'enst estd quelquo roigi^ do 
Venus"), suggests that he was poisoned by 
means i^petynmeti boots (cortamly an origi- 
nal method, and one which was not hkcly 
tomokohis “ interior” look os If “toasted”) ; 

“ car on Uent tout qu’il mourut om- 

poiBsoime par des bottmes pnrfumeoa ” — 
Hommos lllust. et Gr., cap. ii. 140 The 
poisoning was attributed to vanous persons ; 
to Philip, to the Fnuce of Orange, and to 
the Abbot of St Gertrude, woo is said to 
have effected the deed through ouo Guerin, 
a well-known poisoner of UaraeilleB.— V. 
Wyn Aanm, op Wagpneer, vli. 86. Sea also 
Hoofd, zlv. 691 ; Bor, zil. lOOt. 




dro^, escorted tbe body to the oext 
station, where it was receiTed by the 
com man d in g officer^ of other national 
regiments, to be again transmitted to 
those of ^e third. Thus by soldiers 
of the tlu:ee nations, it was successiTely 
conduoted to the gates of Namur, 
where it was •eceired by the civic au- 
thorities. The pall-bearers, old Peter 
Ernest Hansfeld, Ottavio Qonzaga,tha 
Marquis de Yilla Franca, and the Count 
da Benx, then bore it to the church, 
where it was deposited vmtiL the royal 
orders should be received from Spain. 
The heart of the hero was permanently 
buried beneath the pavement of the 
little church, and a monumental in- 
scnptisn, prepared by Alexander Far- 
nese, still indicates the spot where that 
hon heart returned to dust.^ 

Itahad been Son John’s dying re- 
quest to Philip that his remains might 
be buried in the Eacorial by the side 
of his imperial father, and the prayer 
being granted, the ro^ order in due 
time arrived for the transportation of 
the corpse to Spain. Permission had 
been ashed and given for the passage 
of a small number of Spanish troops 
through France. The thrifty 
bod, however, made no allusion to the 
fact that those soldiers were to bear 
with them the mortal remains of Le- 
panto's hero, for he was disposed to 
save the expense which a public trans- 
portation (d the body and the exchange 
of pompous courtesies with the autbo- 
■ities of eveiy town upon the long 
journey would occasion. The corpse 
was accordingly divided info three 
parts, and packed in three separate 
bags; an^tMi the different portions, 

1 Btrada, X. 515. Eoofd, xiv 591. " He- 
Incion de la enfermodnd y muorte del B. J>. 
JuanjS—DociimentoB Infaltoa, vii. 448-I4S 
— Compare Tossis, iv. 820 . Iloofd, xiv. 591; 
Hamsus (Anti. III. 285) The insenpbon on 
the tablet may yet bo read at Eaitiur, al- 
though a new church has replaced the one 
in which the heart w.ia originally depoaitod 

a Strada, x 516, 519.—“ Belaavou de la on- 
fermedod y muorte,” pp. 445-448. Hoofd, 
XIV 692. 

* “ uM oasibiia itcran oocamfsais, 

veieique nexufiU colligatis, totAm faoilo 
4!ulaTere oompogem corj^otis StmUi*, x, 
610 . Quod tomonto explctum, oc 

mperindntis armiSp pr*tiO'us To&tibiiB qxof- 
natum Ita Rcg^i omulero oculu quasi pedi> 


to lave weight, being suspended at the 
saddle-hows of different troopers, the 
body of the conqueror was conreyed 
to ito distant lest^g-place.' 

“Expende Eannibalem : qiiot libns In due 
SQirmo 

mveniosi” 

Thua irreverently, almost blasphem- 
ously, the disjoint^ relics of tiie great 
wamor were hurried through Fiance; 
France, which the romantio Satiuseii 
slave had traversed but two short years 
before, filled with high hopes, and 
pursuing extravagant visions. It baa 
been recorded by cUssio historioiiB,'' 
that the different fragments, after tfa^ 
arrival in Spain, were re-united, and 
fastened together with wire ; ihat the 
body was then staffed, attired in mag- 
nificent habihments, placed upon its 
feet, and supported by a marfa’al staff, 
and that thus prepared for a royal 
interview, the mortal remama of Don 
John were presented to his Most 
Catholic Majesty. Fhilip ia Bald to 
have manifested emotion at sight of 
the hideous spectre — for hideous and 
apeotral, despite of jewels, balsams, 
and brocades, must have been that ui> 
buried corpse, aping life in attitade 
and vestment^ but standing there only 
to assert its piivilege of descending 
into the tomb. The claim was granted, 
and Don John of Austria at last found 
repose by the side of his impeiM 
father.* 

A sufficient estimate of his character 
has been apparent in the course of the 
narrative. Dying before he had quite 
completed his thirty-fiiird year,* he 
excites pity and admiration almost as 
much as censure. 3is military career 

bua innitena, Imperatoiii vtdSUceb bacnii 
w^umento, plane vtvire ae ipirars videnhir" 
—Ibid. Tbe atory must be lecelvad, how- 
ever, with extreme oauhon, as bemg per- 
hapi only ana of the imaginative am- 
broidenea of that geuial Jesuit, Stnuia. 
Thoie ia no mention of the oircnmstance in the 
“ Belacion de la onfermedad," eto., but^ on 
the oDiiVTary, the hoto of the hero ta mwe 
xepreBonted as having been wraimod decently 
m a shroud of “delicate HoUanda,” 
pinmd m a codin covered within and with- 
out with black velvet.” — ^Documentoa ln6« 
diioe, vii. 443-448. 
a strodo, x. 519, 

e ToaaiB, ^iv. 326. Gabrei'a, vit 1009; 
Btrado, x. 503. Bentivogho, x. 213. ^ 
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^vas a blaze of gloiy. Commanding in 
the Uoorish wars at twenty-three, and 
in the Turkish campaigns at twenty- 
six, he had oohieTed a matchless re- 
nown before he had emerged from 
early youth; but his sun was destined 
to go down at noon. He found neither 
splendour nor power in the Nether- 
lands, where he was deserted by his< 
king and crushed by the superior 
genius of the Prinoe of Orange. Al- 
tiiuugh he vindicated his mar^ skill 
at Gemblours, the victory was fruitless. 
It was but the solitary sprmg of the 
tiger from his jungle, and after that 
striking conflict his life was ended in 
darkness and obscurity. Possessing 
militaiy genius of a high order, with 
extraordinary personal bravery, he was 
tie lost of the paladins and the cru- 
saders. His accomphshments were also 
considerable, and he qioke Italian, 
German, French, and Spanish with 
fluency. His beauty was remarkable ; 
his personal fasciiiatioiis acknowledged 
by either sex ; but as a commander of 
men, excepting upon the battle-field, 
he possessed little genius. His ambi- 
tion was the ambition of a knight- 
errant,an adventurer, a Nomum pirate; 
it was a personal and tawdi-y ambition. 
Vague and oontradictory dreams of 
crowns, of royal marriages, of extem- 
porised dynasties, floated ever before 
him; but he was himself always the 
hero of his own romance. He sought 
a throne in Africa or in Biitam ; he 
dreamed of espousing Haiy of Scotland 
at the expense of Elizabeth, and was 
even thought to aspire secretly to the 
hand of the great English Queen her- 
self.^ Thus, crusader and bigot as he 
was, he was willing to be reconciled 

1 l!biB project, among otber visions, may 
have occupied the dreamy mind of Don John 
himsolf, but it seems ostoniahmg that grave 
histonans ehould record their opinion that 
such a sehemo bad ever been eanctloned 
far ISlisabeth, Yet Cabrera, BentavogUn, 


with heresy, if heresy could furnish 
him with a Idirone, 

It is superfluous to state that ha 
was no match, by mental endowments, 
for William of Orange ; but even had 
he been so, the moral standard by 
which each measured himself placed 
the Conqueror for below- the Father 
of a people. It must be admitted thar 
Bon John is entitled to but small 
credit for his political achievements m 
the Netherlands. He was incapable 
of percoiving that the great conteit 
between the Reformation and the In- 
quisition could never he amicably ar- 
ranged m those provinces, and that the 
character of William of Orange waa 
neither to be aoftened by royal junilea, 
nor perverted by appeals to sordid 
interests. It would have been perhaiia 
impossible for him, with his educBioii 
and tempeiament, to have embraced 
what seems to us the right cause, hut 
it ought, at least, to have been in hia 
power to read the character of hu 
antagonist, and to estimate his own 
position with something like accurncy 
He may be forgiven that he did not 
succeed in reoonciling hostile parties, 
w'hen his only plan to accomplish such 
a purpose was the extermination of the 
most considerable faction ; but although 
it was not to he expected that he would 
look on the provmces with the eyes ci 
Wiiham the Silent, he might have 
comprehended that the Netherland 
chieftain was neither to be purchased 
nor cajoled. The oulysystem by which 
the two religions could live together 
in peace had been discovered by the 
Pnnee ; hut toleration, in the eyes of 
Catholics, and of many PBte^nts, was 
still thought the deadliest heray of all. 

Btrado, and even the more modem "Vaa dci 
-yyndet, allude to the leport — Vicla Ca* 
hrera, xu. 071. Bontivogho, x 618. Btnulo, 
X. 60S. Tan d. Vynckt^ u. 261.— Compare 
Qroen v. Fnnstarcr, vi 468, 
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— ^Ai\}OU*b departure and manuosto— Elizaboth’s lottcrs to tho statos-goneitil with regaro 
to him — Coomlimontary addresses bv tho Estates to tho Duke— Death of Bossn — CaKim- 
nies against Orange— Venality of the Malcontent grandeos — La Motto’s breosou — Intrigues 
of the Prior of Bcnty— 8aint Aldogondo at Arras — ^Tho Prior of St Vaost’s exertions— 
Opposition of tho clergy in tho Walloon iirovinces to the taxation of the gonoial go'vem' 
mont — ^Tnanmlar contest — Mimiapal nnulution in Anni led by Gosson and others— 
Counteivreynlution — ^Bapid trials and oxecuticns — ** Bcconciliation ” of tho malcontent 
uhieftams— Secret treaty of Mount St Eloi— Misclncf made by the Pijor of Bon^— Hia 
accusations against the reconciled lords— Vengeance taken upon him — Counter moye- 
xnent by the libexul party — Union of Utrecht— The Act analysed and choractensed. 


A. FIFTH governor now stood in the 
place which had heen Buccesaiyely 
vacated of Fanna) by 

Alva, by the Grand Commander, and 
by Don John of Anstna. Of all the 
emineab personages to whom Philip 
had confided the reins of that mo^ 
difficult and dangerous administration, 
the man who was now to rule was by 
far the ablest and the best fitted for 
his post. If there were living chario- 
teer skilful enough to guide the wheels 
of state, whb'ling now more dizzily 
than ever through ** confu^^ chaos, 
Atexander Famese was ^e charioteer 
guide — his hand the only one which 
lud control ^ 


He was now in his thirty-third year 
— ^his uncle Don John, his cousin Don 
Carlos, and himself, having all been 
bom within a few months of each other. 
His father was Ottavio Fhmese, the 
faithful lieutenant of Charles the Fifth, 
and grandson of Pope Paul the Third; 
his mother was l^rgaret of Parma, 
first Regent of the Netherlands after 
the departure of Philip from the pro- 
vinces. He was one of the twins by 
which the reunion of Margaret and 
her youthful husband had been blessed, 
and the only one that survived. His 
great-grandfather, Paul, whose seoular 
name of A^xander he had received, 
had placed hia ha^ upon the now* 
3 0 



bom infant’s head, and prophesied that 
he would grow up to become a mighty 
waiTior> The boy, from his earliest 
' years, seemed defined to verify the 
prediction. Though apt enough at 
his studies, he turned with impatience 
from bis literary tutors to military 
exeroises and the hardiest f^orts. The 
din of arms surrounded his cradle. 
The trophies of Ottavio, returning vic- 
torious from beyond the -dips, had 
dazsled the eyes of his infancy, and 
when but six years of age he hM wit- 
nessed the siege of his native Forma, 
and its vigorous defence by his martial 
father. When Philip was in the Ne- 
therlands — in the years immediately 
succeeding the ahdicaticn of the Em- 
peror — ^he had received the boy from 
his parents as a hostage for thdr 
friendship. Although hat eleven years 
of age, Alexander had begged earnestly 
to be allowed to serve as a volunteer 
on t^ memorable day of Saint Quentin, 
and had wept bitterly when the amazed 
monarch refused ms request.^ His 
education had been completed at 
AJcold, and at Madrid, under the im- 
mediate supervision of his royal uncle, 
and m the companionship of the In- 
fante Carlos and the brUhant Don 
John. The imperial bastard was alone 
able to surpass, or even to equal the 
Italian prince in all martisd and manly 
pursuits. Both were equally devoted 
to the chase and to the toumay ; both 
longed impatiently for the period when 
the irksome routine of monkish pedan- 
try, and the fictitious combats which 
formed their main recreation, should 
be exchanged for the substantial de- 
lights of war. At the age of twenty 
he had been affianced to Maria of Por- 
tugal, daughter of Prince Kdwaid, 
granddaughter of King Emanuel, 
and his nuptials with that peerless 
princess were, as we have seen, cele- 
brated soon afterwards with much 
pomp in Brussels. Sons and daugh- 
ters were bom to him in due time, 
during his subsequent residence in 
Parma. Here, however, the fiery and 
Impatient spirit of the future illustri- 
ous commander was doomed for a time 
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to fret under restraint, and to ooirods 
in distasteful repose. His father, still 
in the vigour of his years, governing 
the family duchies of FShma and 
Piacenza, Alexander had no occupa- 
tion in the brief period of peace which 
then existed. The martial Spirit, pin- 
ing for a wide and leffy sphere of 
action, in which alone its energies 
could be fitly exercised, now sought 
delight in the pursuits of the duellist 
and gladiator. Nightly did the here- 
ditary prince of the laud perambulate 
the streets of his capital, disguised, 
well armed, alone, or with a single 
confidential attondmt.* Every chance 
passenger of martial aspect whom he 
encountered in the midmght. streete 
was forced to stand and measure 
swords with an unknown, almost un- 
seen, hut most redoubtable foie end 
many wore the single combats which 
he thus enjoyed, so long os his incog- 
nito was preserved. Especially, it was 
hia wont to seek and defy every gen- 
tleman whose skill or bravery had ever 
been commended in his hearing. At 
last, upon one occasion it was his for- 
tune to encounter a certain Count 
Torelii, whose reputation as a swords- 
man and duellist was well established 
in Parma. The blades were joined, 
and the fierce combat had already been 
engaged in the darkness, when the 
torch of an accidental passenger flashed 
full in the &ce of Alexander, Torelii, 
recognising thus suddenly his ante 
gonist, dropped his sword and implored 
forgivenesB,* for the wily Italian was 
too keen not to pei-ceive that even if 
the death of neither combatant should 
be the result of the Ijje own posi- 
tion was, in every event, a false one. 
Tictoi-y would ensure him the hatred, 
defeat the contempt of his future sove- 
reign. The unsatisfactory issue and 
subsequent notoriety of this encounter 
put a termination to these midnight 
joys of Alexander, and for a season he 
felt obliged to assume more pacific 
habits, and to solace himself with tea 
sociefy of that “phoenix of Portugal,’' 
who had -so long sat brooding on bis 
domestic hearth. • 
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At lost the holy league was formed, 
the new and last crusade proclaimed, 
his imcle and bosom friend appointed 
to the command of the united troops 
of Borne, Spain, and Yeuice. He could 
no longer be restrained. Disdaining 
the pleadings of his mother and of his 
spouse, he entorted permission from 
Philip, and flew to the seat of war in 
the Levant. Don John received him 
with open arms, just before the famous 
action of Leponto, and gave him an ex- 
cellmt position in the very front of 
the batUe, with the command of several 
Genoese gaUeys. Alexander’s exploits 
on that eventiul day seemed those of 
a fabulous hero of romance. He laid 
his galley alongside of the treasure- 
sliip of the Turkish fleet, a vessel, on 
account of its importance, doubly 
manned and armed. Impatient that 
the Crescent was not lowered, after a 
few broadsides, he sprang on board the 
enemy alone, waving an immense two- 
hand^ Bwmd — his usual weapon — 
and mowing a passage right and left 
through the hostile ranks for the war- 
riors who tardUy followed the footsteps 
of their vehement chief. Hustapha 
Bey, the treasurer and commander of 
the chip, feu before his sword, besides 
many others, whom he hardly saw or 
counted. The gaUey was soon his 
own, as weU as another, which came 
to the rescue of the treasure-ship, only 
to share its defeat. The booty which 
Alexander's crew secured was prodi- 
gious, individual soldiers obtaining 
two and three thousand ducats each.^ 
Don John received his nephew after 
the battie with commendations, not, 
however, unmkigled with censure. 
The succesSul result alone hod justifi- 
ed such insane and desperate conduct, 
for ha^he been slain or overcome, said 
the commander-in-chief, there would 
have been few to applaud his temerity. 
Alexander gaily replied by assuring 
his unde that he had felt sustained 
by a more than mortal confidence, the 
prayers which his saintly wife was in- 
cessantly o&rlng in his behalf mnoe 
he went to we wars being » suffldent 
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support and shield in even greater 
dan^ than he had yet confronted’ 

This was Alexander’s first campaign, 
nor was he permitted to reap any more 
glory for a few succeeding years. At 
last, Philip was disposed to send both 
his mother and himself to the Nether 
lands, removing Don John from the 
rack where he hod been enduring such 
slow torture; GianveUe’s intercession 
proved fruitiess with the Duchess, but 
Alexander was aU eagerness to go 
where blows were passing current, and 
he gladly led the reinforcements which 
were sent to Don John at the dose of 
the year 1577. Ho had reached Lux- 
emburg on the 18th of December of 
that year, in time, as we have seen, to 
partidpate, and, in fact, to take the 
lead m the signal victory of Gemblours. 
He had been struck with We fatal 
change which disappomtment and 
anxiety had wrought upon the beauti- 
ful and haughty featui-es of his illus- 
trious kiirsman.* He had since dosed 
his eyes in We camp, and erected a 
marble tablet over his heart in We 
httlr church. He now governed in 
his stvod. 

His personal appearance correspond- 
ed wiW his character. He had We 
head of a gladiator, round, compact,' 
combative, wiW something alert and 
snake-like in its movements. The 
black, closely-drom hair was erect and 
bristling. The forehead was lofty and 
narrow. The features were handsome. 
We nose regularly aquiline. We eyes 
well opened, dark, piercing, but wiW 
something dangerous and sinister in 
Weir expression.’ There was an habi- 
tual look askance, as of a man seddng 
to parry or inflict a mortal blow — Ws 
look of a swordsman and professional 
fighter. The lower port of We face 
was swallowed in a bushy beaid ; We 
mouth and chin being quite invisible.. 
He was of middle stature, well formed, 
and graceful in person, princely in de- 
meanour, sumptuous and stately in 
apparel' His high ruff of point lace, 
his badge of the Gkilden i^ece, his 
gold-inlaid ItfilaT, armour, marked biTw 
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at once as one o{ Ugh degree. On the 
field of battle he posseesed the rare 
gift of inspiring his soldiers 'with his 
own impetuous and cUyalrous courage. 
He ever led the way upon the most 
dangerous and desperate ventures, and, 
Kko his uncle and his imperial grand- 
father, well knew how 'to reward the 
devotion of his readiest followers with 
a poniard, a feather, a riband, a.jewel, 
taken with his own hands from bis 
own attire.^ 

His military abUities — ^now for the 
first time to be largely called into em- 
ployment — were unquestionably su- 
perior to those of Don John, whose 
name had been surrounded with such 
splendour by the world-renoivned 
battle of Lepanto hloreover, he pos- 
sessed far greater power for governing 
men, whether in camp or cabmet 
Less attractive and fascinating, he 
was more commanding than his kins- 
man. Decorous and self-poised, he 
was only passionate before the enemy, 
but he rarely permitted a disrespeetful 
look or word to escape condign and de- 
liberate chastisement. He was no 
schemer or dreamer. Ho - os no 
knight errant. He would not have 
crossed seas and mountains to rescue 
a captive queen, nor have sought to 
place her crown on his own head aa a 
reward for Us heroism. He had a 
jingle and concentrated kind of cha- 
racter. He knew precisely the work 
which Philip required, and felt Um- 
self to he precisely the workman that 
had BO long been wanted. Cool, inci- 
sive, fearless, artful, he united the un- 
sciupulous audacity of a condoUiexe 
with the wily patience of a Jesuit, 
He could coil imperceived through un- 
suspected paths, could strike euddoniy, 
sting mortally. He camo prepared, 
not only to smite the Hetherlmdeis 
on the open field, but to cope with 
them in tortuous policy ; to outwatch 
and outweoiy them in the game to 
which his impatient predecessor had 
fallen a baffled victim. He possessed 
the art and the patience — as time was 
to prove — ^not only to imdermine their 
most impregnable cities, but to delve 
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below the intrigues of their most ac- 
complished pohticians. To circum- 
vent at once both their negotiators 
and thoir rnen-atarms was his ap- 
pointed task. Had it not been for 
the coinage, the vigilance, and the 
superior intellect of a single antago- 
nist, the whole of the Netherlands 
would have shared the fate which was 
reserved for the more southern por- 
rion. Had the life of IVilliam of 
Orange been prolonged, peihaps the 
evil genius of the Netherlands might 
have still been exorcised throughout 
the whole extent of the countiy 
As for religion, Alexander h'.irnese 
was, of course, strictly Catholic, re- 
garding all Bcceders from Boinauism 
as mere heathen dogs. Not that he 
practically troubled himself much with 
sacred miitters — for, duimg th* life- 
time of his wife, lie had cavalierly 
thrown the whole burden of his per- 
sonal salvation upon her saintly slioul- 
ders. She had now flown to higher 
spheres, but Alexander was, perhaps, 
willing to rely upon her continued 
mtercessions in his behalf. The life 
of a bravo in time of peace-— the de- 
liberate project in war to exterminate 
whole cities lull of innocent people, 
who hod different notions on the sub- 
ject of iiuage-woiiihip and ecdcsuisti- 
cal ceremomes from those entertaiued 
at Borne, did not seem to him at all 
incompatible with the precepts of 
Jesus. Hanging, drowning, burning 
and butchering heretics were the 
legitimate deductions of his theology. 
He was no casuist nor pretender to 
holiness : but in those days eveiy man 
was devout, and AkKonder looked 
with honest horror upon'Sihe impiety 
of the heretics, whom he persecuted 
and massacred. lie atteude^ mass 
regularly — in the winter mommgs by 
torch-light — and would os soon have 
foregone his daily tennis as his religi- 
ous exercises. Bomanism was the 
creed of his caste. It was the religion 
of princes and gentlemen of high de- 
gree. As for Lutheranism, Zwinglism, 
Calvinisiot and similar systems, they 
were but the fantastic rites of weavepi^ 
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brewers, and the lihe — an ignoble herd, 
whose premuuption in entitling them- 
selves Christian, while rejecting the 
Pope,-c^ed for their instant extermi- 
nation. His personal habits were ex- 
tremely temperate. He was accus- 
tomed to say that he ate only to sup- 
port life; and he rarely finished a 
dinner without having risen three or 
four times from table to attefid to 
some public business which, in his 
opinion, ought not to be deferred.^ 

His previous connexions in the Ne- 
therlands were of use to him, and he 
knew how to turn them to immediate 
account. The great nobles, who had 
been uniformly actuated by jealousy 
of the Frinoe of Orange, who had been 
bafiled in their intrigue with Matthias, 
whose half-blown designs upon Anjou 
had ^ready been nipped in the bud, 
were now peculiarly m a position to 
listen to the wily tongue of Alexander 
Farnese. The Montignys, the La 
Mottea, the Meluns, the Egmonts, the 
Aerschots, the Havrds, foiled and 
doubly foiled in all their small in- 
trigues and their base ambition, weie 
ready to saonfice their countiy to the 
man they hated, and to the ancient re- 
ligion which they thought that they 
loved. The Malcontents ravaging the 
land of Hainault and threatening 
Ghent, the “Paternoster Jacks" who 
were only waiting for a favourable 
opportunity and a good bargain to 
make their peace with Spain, were the 
very instruments which Parma most 
desired to use at this opening stage of 
his career. The position of affairs was 
far more favourable for him than it 
had been for ]Qwn John when he first 
succeeded^ power. On the whole, 
there seemed a bright prospect of suc- 
cess, It seemed qmte possible that it 
would!*be in Parma’s power to reduce, 
at last, this chronic rebellion, and to 
re-establish the absolute supremacy of 
Church and King. The pledges of 
the Ghent treaty had been broken, 
while in the unions of Brussels which 
had succeeded, the fatal religious cause 
had turned *the instrument of peace 
a sword. The “religion-peace" 


which had been proclaimed at Ant- 
werp had hardly found favour any- 
where. As the provinces, for an in- 
stant, hod seemingly got the better of 
their foe, they turned madly upon 
each other, and the fires of religious 
discord, which had been exUnguished 
by the common exertions of a whole 
race trembling for the destruction of 
their fatherland, were now re-lighfed 
with a thousand brands plucked from 
the sacred domestio hearth. Eatheis 
and children, brothers and sisters, 
husbands and wives, were heginning 
to wrangle, and were prepared to per- 
secute. Catholic and Proteetant, dur- 
ing the momentary relief from pres- 
sure, forgot their voluntary and most 
blessed Pacification, to renew their 
intemecino feuds. The baniahed Be- 
formers, wlio iiad swarmed hack in 
droves at tlio tidings of peace and 
good-will to all men, found themaelvea 
hitteily disappointed. They were ex- 
posed in the, Walloon provmces to the 
persecutions of the Malcontents, in tha 
Frisian regions to the still powerful 
oocreion of the royal stadholdm 
Persecution begat counter-perseou- 
tion. The city of Ghent became the 
centre of a system of insurrection, by 
whioh oil the laws of God and man 
were outraged under the pretence of 
establishing a larger hberty in civil 
and religious matters. It was at Ghent 
that the opening ecenes m Parma’s 
administration took place. Of the 
high-born suitors for the Netberlond 
bnde, two were still watching each 
other with jealoue eyes. Anjou was 
at Mons, which city he had secretly 
but unsuccessfully attempted to mas- 
ter for bis own pm poses. JohnCasiinir 
was at GhenV fomenting on insur- 
rection which he had neither skill to 
guide, nor intelligence to comprehend. 
There was a talk of making him Count 
of Flanders,' and his paltry ambition 
was dazzled hy the guttering prize, 
Anjou, who meant to be Count of 
Flanders himself, as well ss Duke or 
Count of all the other Netherlands, was 
highly indignant at tins repont, which 
he chose to consider true. He wrote 
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to the estates to express his indignation. 
He wrote to Ghent to offer his media- 
tion between the butghers and the 
Malcontents. Casimir wanted money 
for his troops. He obtained a liberal 
supply, but he wanted more. Mean- 
time, the mercenanes were expatiating 
on their own account throughout the 
southern provinces; eating up every 
green leaf, robbing and pillaging, where 
robbery and pillage had gone so often 
that hardly anything was left for 
rapine.^ Thus dealt the soldiers in 
the open country, while their master 
at Ghent was plunging into the com- 
plicated intrigues spread over that im- 
fortunate city by the most mischievous 
demagogues that ever polluted a sacred 
causa. Wen had Cardinal GianvcUe, 
bis enemy, William of Hesse, his friend 
and kmsman, understood the character 
of John Casimir. Bobbery and piUaga 
were his achievements, to make chaos 
more confounded was his destiny. 
Anjou — disgusted with the temporary 
favour accorded to a rival whom he 
affected to despise — disbanded his 
troops in dudgeon, and prepared to 
retire to Trance.* Several thousand 
of these mercenaries took service im- 
mediately with the Malcontents ’ under 
Montiguy, thus swelling tho r<anks of 
the deadhest foes to that land over 
which Anjou had assumed the title of 
protector. The states' army, mean- 
while, had been rapidly dissolving. 
There were hardly men enough left to 
make a demonstration in the field, or 
properly to garrison the more impor- 
tant towns. The unhappy provinces, 
tom by civil and religious dissensions, 
were overrun by hordes of unpaid sol- 
diers of all nations, creeds, and tongues 
— Spaniards, Italians, Burgundians, 
WaUoons, Germans, Scotch and Eng- 
lish; some who came to attack and 
others to protect, but who aU achieved 
nothing and agreed in nothing eave to 
maltreat and to outrage the defeucelesa 
peasantiy and denizena of the amaller 
towns. The contempoRuy chronicles 
are full of harrowing domestic tra- 
gedies, in which the ai^rs are always 
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the insolent foreign soldieiy and their 
desperate victims.^ 

Ghenfi— energetic, opulent, power- 
ful, passionate, unruly Ghent — was 
now the focus of discord, the centre 
from whence radiated not the light 
and warmth of reasonable and intdh- 
gent liberty, but th» bale-fires of 
murderous licence and savage anarchy. 
The second city of the Netherland-i, 
one of the wealthiest and most powci- 
ful cities of Christendom, it had been 
its fate so often to overstep the bounds 
of reason and moder.atinn in its devo- 
tion to freedom, so often to incur 
ignominious chastisement from power 
which its own excesses had mode more 
powerful, that its name was olreaily 
becoming a bye-word. It now, most 
fatally and-for ever, was to misunder- 
stand its true position. The Xrinca 
of Orange, the great architect of his 
eountiy’s fortunes, would have made 
it the keystone of the arch which he 
was labouring to construct. Had he 
been allowed to perfect his plan, the 
structure might have endured for ages, 
a perpetual bulwark against tyranny 
and wrong. The temporaiy and lender 
frame by which the great artist had 
Bupportra his arch while still unfinish- 
ed, was plucked away by rude and 
nbald hands; the keystone plunged 
mto the abyss, to be lost for ever, and 
the great work of Orange remained a 
fragment from its commencement. 
The acts of demagogues, the conserva- 
tive disgust at licence, the jealousy of 
rival nobles, tho venidity of mihtary 
leaders, threw daily fresh stumhling- 
blocka in his heroic path. It was nut 
six months after the aitent of Famese 
to power, before that bold^Smd subtle 
chieftain had seized the double-edged 
sword of religious dissension as[ firmly 
as he had grasped his celebrated bnind 
when he hoarded the galley of Musta- 
pha Bey, and the Hetherlands were 
cut in twain, to be re-united never- 
more. Tho separate treaty of the 
Walloon provhiccs was soon destined 
to separate the Celtic and Bomanesque 
elements f.om the Batavian and Fi islan 
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portion of a nationality, wMch, tho- 
rougbly fused in ell its parts, would 
have formed as admirable a compound 
of fire and endurance as histoiy bos 
ever seen 

Meantime, the grass was growing 
and the cattie were giaziug in the 
streets of Git^ent,^ where once the 
tramp of workmen going to and from 
their labour was hke the moremeut of 
a mighty ormy.^ The great majority 
of the burghers were of the Beformed 
religion, and disposed to make efiec- 
tual resistance to the Malcontents, led 
by the disaffected nobies. The city, 
considering itself the natural head of 
all the southern country, was indig- 
nant that the Walloon provinces shouM 
dare to reassert that supremacy of Bo- 
manism which had been so effectually 
Bupp^ssed, and to admit the possibility 
of Mendly relations with a sovereign 
who had been viitualiy disowned. 
There were two parties, however, in 
Ohent. Both were led by men of aban- 
doned and dangerous chiuacter.^ Im- 
bize, the worse of the two demagogues, 
was ' inconstant, cruel, cowardly, and 
treacherous, but possessed of eloquence 
and a talent for intrigue, Byhove 
was a bolder ruffian — ^wrathful, bitter, 
and unscrapulous. Imbize was at the 
time opposed to Orange, dishking his 
moderation, and trembling at his fii-m- 
nesa Byhove considered himself the 
friend of the Prince. We hove seen 
that he had consulted him previously 
to his memorable attack upon Aer- 
Bcbot, in the autumn of the preceding 
year, and we know the result of that 
conference. 

The Prince^^th the slight dissimu- 
lation whiSh belonged less to his cha- 
racter than to his theory of politics, 
and which was perhaps not to be avoided, 
in th&t age of intrigue, by any maTi 
who woidd govern his fellow-men, 
whether for good or evil, hod winked 
at a project which he woidd not openly 
approve. He was not thoroughly ac- 
quainted, however, with the desperate 
character of the man, for he would 
have sconihd an instramgnt so tho- 
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roughly base os Byhove subsequently 
proved. The violence of that person- 
age on the occasion of the arrest of 
Aerschot and his colleagues vros mild- 
ness compared with the deed with 
which he now disgraced the cause of 
freedom. He hod been ordered out 
from Ghent to oppose a force of Mol- 
contente whioh was gathering in the 
neighbourhood of Courtray; ^ but ha 
swore tiiat he would not leave the 
gates so long as two of the gentiemou 
whom he had arrested on the tweniy- 
eighth of the previous October, and 
who yet remained in captivity, were 
still ajive.° These two prisoners were 
ez-procuiator Visch and Blood-Coun- 
cillor Hessels. Hessels, it seemed, had 
avowed undying hostility to Byhove 
for the injury sustained at his hands, 
andhehadswom, “by his grey beard,” 
that the ruffian should yet hang for 
the outrage. Byhove, not feeling very 
safe in the position of affiurs whioh 
then existed and knowing that he 
could neither trust Imbise, who had 
formerly been his friend, nor the im- 
prisoned nobles, who h^ ever been 
his implacable enemies, was resolved 
to make himself safe in one quarter at 
least, before he set forth against the 
Malcontents. Accordingly, Hessels 
and Visch, ss they sat together in 
their prison, at ohess, upon &e 4th of 
October, 1678, were suddenly sum- 
moned to leave the house, and to enter 
a carriage which stood at the door. A 
force of armed men brought the order, 
and were sufficiently strong to enforce 
it. The prisoners obey^, and the 
coach soon rolled slowly through the 
streets, left the Courtmy gate, and 
proceeded a short distance along the 
road towards that ciiy.’ 

After a few minutes a halt was 
mode. Byhove then made his appesav 
ance at the carriage-window, and an- 
nounced to the a^nished prisonerB 
that they were forthwith to be hanged 
upon a tree which stood by the re- 
side. He proceeded to taunt the aged 
Hessels vnth his threat against Iffin- 
self, and with his vow "by his grey 
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beard.” " Sucb grey beard shalt tbou 
never live thyself to wear, ruffian,” 
dried Eessels, stoutly — ^furious rather 
than terrified at the suddennees of hia 
doom. "There thou Uest, false ti-ai- 
tor I ” roared Byhove in reply ; and to 
prove the falsehood, he stmghtway 
tore out a handful of the old man’s 
beard, and fmtened it upon his own 
cap like a plume. His action was 
imitated by several of his companions, 
who out for themselves locks from the 
same grey beard, and decorated them- 
selves as their leader had done. This 
prelimmary ceremony having been con- 
cluded, the two aged prisoners were 
forthwith hanged on a tree, without 
the least pretence of trial or even sen- 
tence.i 

Such was the end of the famous 
councillor who had been wont to shout 
“ ad patibulum" in hia sleep. It was 
cruel that the fair f^e of civil liberty 
shewing itself after years of total 
eclipse, should be insulted by such 
bloody deeds on the part of her vota- 
ries. It was sad that the crimes of 
men like Imbise and Byhove should 
have cost more to the cause of reli- 
gious and political freedom than the 
uves of twenty thousand such rufifiaus 
were worth. But for the influence of 
demagogues like these, counteracting 
the loBy eflbits and puie life of 
Orange, the separation might never 
have occulted between the two por- 
tions of the Eetherlands. The Prince 
had not power enough, however, nor 
the nascent commonwealth sufficient 
consistency, to repress the disorganis- 
ing tendency of a fanatical Itomanism 
on the one side, and a retahatory and 
ovnel ochlocracy on the other. 

Such events, with the hatred grow- 
ing daily more intense between the 
Walloons and the Qhenters, made it 
highly important that some kind of 
an accord should be concluded, if pos- 
able. In the countiy, the Malcon- 
tents, under pretence of protecting 
the Catholic clergy, were daily abusmg 
and plundering idle people, while in 
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Qhent the clergy were maltreated, the 
cloisters pilla^d, under the pretence 
of maintainJng liberty.^ In tins em^ 
gency the eyes of all honest men turned 
natu^y to Orange. 

Deputies went to and fro between 
Antwerp and Ghent. Three points 
were laid dovm by the i^rince os indis- 
pensable to any arrangement — firstly, 
that the Catholic clergy should be 
allowed the free use of their property; 
secondly, that they should not be dis- 
turbed m the exercise of their reli- 
gion; thirdly, that the gentlemen kept 
in prison since the memorable twenty- 
eighth of October should be released * 
If these points should be granted, the 
Archduke Matthias, the states-gcneral, 
and the Prince of Orange would agree 
to drive offi the Walloon soldiery, and 
to defend Ghent against all innpy.* 
The two first points were gr^M, 
upon condition that sufficient guar- 
antees should be established for the 
safety of the Beformed religion. The 
third was rejected, but it was agreed 
that the prisoners, Champagny, Swe- 
veghem, and the rest — ^who, after the 
hoind fate of HesselB and Viseh, 
might be supposed to be sufficiently 
anxious as to theu- own doom — should 
have legal tiial, and be defended in 
the meantime from outrage.* 

On the 3d of November, 1578, a 
formal act of acceptance of these terms 
was signed at Antwerp.* At the same 
time, there was murmuring at Ghent, 
the extravagant poition of the liberal 
p,arty averring that they had no inten- 
tion of establishing the " rehgious 
peace” when they agi eed not to molest 
the Cathohes. On the ^th of Novem- 
ber, the Prince of Orange sort messen- 
gers to Ghent in the name of the 
Archduke and the states-gcncral, sum- 
moning the authorities to a forthfiil 
execution of the act of acceptance. 
Upon the same day the English envoy, 
Davidson, made an energetic represen- 
tation to the same magistrates, declar- 
ing that the conduct of the Ghentrrs 
was exciting regret throughout the 
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world, aad affording a proof that it opinion of the Prince, lihe ^yoys ini* 
was tiieir object to protract, not sup- plored the magistrateB to acoept the 
preBB, the ciyil war which h^ bo long r^igiouB peaoewhiohhe had proposed, 
been raging. Such proceedings, he and to Hberate the prisoners as he 
obBorved, created doubts whether they demanded. For their own paii^ tihey 
were wiling to obey any law or any declared that the inhabitants of Bros* 
magistrate* As, bowever, it might be sels would never desert him; for, neodi 
supposed that the presence of John to God, there was no one who under- 
C^imir in Ghent at that juncture was stood their cause so entii^’, or who 
aulhoriaed by Queen Elizabeth — ^inas- could point out the r^edy so inh^* 
much as it was known that he had gently.** 

received a subsidy from her — the en- Thus reasoned the envoys from the 
voy took occasion to declare that her states-general and from Bross^, but 
Majesty entirely disavowed his pro- even while they wwe reasoning, afresh 
ceedings. He observed further that, tumult occurred at Ghent. The peo* 
in the opimon of her Majesty, it was pie had been inflamed by demagogues, 
still possible to maintain peace by con- and by the insane howlings of P^ter 
forming to the counselB of the Prince Dathenus, the unfrocked monk of 
of Orange and of the stateB-generaL Poperingen, who had been the servant 
This, however, could be done only by and both of the Pope and cf 

ost^lishiug the three points whicdi he Orange, and who now hatod each with 
hod Icud down. Her Majesty likewise equid fervour. The populace, under 
warned the Ghenters that their con- these influences, rosein its wrath upon 
duct would soon compel her to abon- the Catholics, smote all their images 
don the country's cause altogether, into fragments, destroyed all thrir altar 
and, in conclusion, she requested, with pictures, robb^ them of much valuable 
cbarocteriBtic thriftiness, to be imme- property, and turned aU the Papists 
diately furnished, with a city bond for themselves out of the city. Theriot 
forty-nve thousand pounds sterling.^ was so furious that it seemed, says a 
Two days afterwards, envoys anived chronicler, as if all the inhabitants had 
from Brussels to remonstrate, in their gone raving mad.* The dimns beat 
turn, with the sister city, and to save the alarm, the magistrates went forth 
her, if possible, from the madness which to expostulate, but no commands were 
had seized upon her. They recalled heeded till the work of destruction had 
to the memoiy of the magistrates the been accomplished, when &e tumult 
frequent and wise counsels of the expired at last by its own limitation. 
Prince of Orange. He had declared Aflairs seem^ more threatening 
that he knew of no means to avert the than ever. Hothing more exdted Ihe 
impending desolation of the fatherland indignation of &e Prince of Orange 
save union of ell ^e provinces and than such senseless iconoma<hy. In 
obedience to the general government, fact, he had at one time procured an 
His own repu^tion, and the honour of ena^ment by the Ghent auihorities, 
his houslj he felt now to be at stake; making it a crime punishabld with 
for, by reason of the ofllces which he death.* He was oi Luther’s opinian,N 
now held, he had been ceaselessly ^at idol-worship was to be eramcateU 
ealu&niated as the author of all the from the heart, and that then the idols 
crimes which had been committed at in the churches would fall of them- 
Ghent. Against these calumnies he selves. He felt too with Landgrave 
had avowed his intention of publishing William, that " the destruction of 
his defence.* After thus citing the such worthless idols was ever avenged 
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by toiiente of good human blood. 
Therefore it may be trell supposed 
that this fresh act of senseless violence, 
in the very teeth of his remonstrances, 
in the very presence of his envoys 
met with his stem disapprobation. He 
was on the point of publishing his 
defence against the calumnies which 
his toleration had drawn upon him 
from both Catholic and CalTinist. He 
was deeply revolving the question, 
whether it were not better to turn hia 
back at once upon a country which 
seemed so incapable of comprehending 
his high purposes, or seconding his 
virtuous efforts. From both projects 
hewasdissuaded; and although bitterly 
wronged by both friend and foe, al- 
though fe^ng that even m his own 
Holland,’ there were whispers against 
bis purity, since his favourable in elimu 
tions towards Anjou hod become the 
general topio, yet he stUl preserved his 
majestic tranquillity, and smiled at the 
arrows which fell harmless at his feet. 
"I admire hia wisdom, daily more and 
more," cried Hubert banquet; “I see 
those who profess themselves his friends 
causing him more annoyance than his 
foes ; while, nevertheless, ho ever re- 
mains true to himself, is driven by no 
tempests from his equanimity, nor 
mjuries to im- 

The Prince had that year been chosen 
unanimously by the four “members’’ 
of Flanders to be governor of that pro- 
vince, but had again declmed the office.* 
The inhabitants, notwithstanding the 
furious transactions at Grhent, pi of eased 
attachment to his person, and i espect 
for his authority. He was implored 
to go to the city. His prcseuce, and 
that alone, would restore the burghers 
to their reason, but the task was not 
a grateful one. It was also not unat- 
tended with danger; although this 
was a consideration which never influ- 
enced him , from the commencement 
of his career to its close. Imbize and 


provoked by repeated 
moderate action.^’ * 


hia crew were capable of resorting 
to any extremity or any ambush, to 
destroy the man whom they feared 
and hated. The presence of John 
Casimir was an additional complication ; 
for Orange, while he despised the man, 
w.os unwilling to offend his frlenda 
Moreover, Casimir hadaprofessed a 
willingness to assist the cause, and to 
defer to the better judgment of the 
Prince. He hod brought on army 
into the field, with which, however, he 
hod accomplished nothing except a 
thorough pillaging of the peasantry, 
while, at the same time, he was loud 
in his demands upon the states to pay 
his soldiers’ wages. The soldiers of 
the different armies who now oucrran 
the country, indeed, vied with each 
other in extravagant insolence, “ Their 
outrages are most execrable,” uj,ota 
Marquis Havni; “they demand the 
most exquisite food, and drink Cham- 
pagne and Burgundy by the bucket- 
ful!” ° Heveriheless, on the 4th of 
December, the Prince come to Ghent.® 
He held constant and anxiouB confer- 
ences with the magistrates. He was 
closeted daily with J ohn Casiinir, whose 
vanity and extravagance of temper he 
managed with his usual skill. He 
even dined with Imbise, and thus, by 
smoothing difficulties and reconmling 
angry passions, he succeeded at last 
in obtaining the consent of all to a re- 
ligious peace, which was published on 
the 27th of December 1678. It con- 
tained the some provisions as those of 
the project prepared and proposed dur- 
ing the previous summer throughout 
the Ketherhmds. Exercise of both reli- 
gions was established ; sciitual insults 
and irritations — whrther by word, 
book, picture, song, or gesture, — were 
prohibited, under severe penalties 
while all persons were sworn to*pro- 
tect the common tranquillity by blood, 
purse, and life. The CawolicB, by 
virtue of t-bis accord, re-entered into 
possession of their churches and clois- 
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. toiB, but nothing oould he obtained in 
faTour of the imprisoned gentlemen.^ 

The Walloons and l^dcontents were 
now summoned to lay down their 
arms ; but, as might be supposed, they 
expressed dissatisfaction with the re- 
ligious peace, proclaiming it hostile to 
the Qhent ^eaty and the Brussels 
union," In short, nothing would 
satisfy them but total suppression 
of the Beformed religion; as nothing 
would content Imbize and his faction 
but the absolute extermination of 
Bomanism. A strong man might well 
seem powerless in the midst of such 
obstinate and worthless fanatics. 

The arrival of the Prince in Ghent 
was, son the whole, a relief to John 
Casimir. As usual, this oddlo-brained 
individual had plunged headlong into 
di^culties, out of which he was unable 
to extricate himself. Ha knew not 
what to do, or which way to turn. 
He hod tampered with Imbize and bis 
crew, but ha had found that they were 
not iiie men for a person of his quality 
to deal with. He had brought a large 
army into the iield, and had not a 
Stiver in his coffers. He felt bitterly 
the truth of the Langrave's warning 
— “that ’twas better to have thirty 
thousand devils at one’s back than 
thirty thousand German troopers, with 
no money to give them; it being 
possible to pay the devils with the 
sign of the cross, while the soldiers 
could be discharged only with money 
or hard knocks.*' ■’ Queen Elizabeth, 
too, under whose patronage he hod 
made this most inglorious campaign, 
was incessant in her reproofs, and 
importunatejn her demands for reim- 
bursemAt. She wrote to him per- 
sonally, upbraiding him with his high 
pretensions and his shortcomings, 
visit to Ghent, so entirely unjustified 
and mischievous ; his failure to effect 
that junction of his army with the 
states’ force under Bossu, by which 
the roy^ army was to have been 
suprised and annihilated; his having 
given reason to the common people to 
Suspect hir Majesty andjdie Prince of 
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Orange of collusion with his designs, 
and of a disposition to seek iheir 
private advant^e and not the general 
^od of the whole Hetherhinimj the 
imminent danger, which he had aggra- 
vated, that 3ie Walloon provinces, 
actuated by such suspiciona, would 
fall away ^m the "generality’’ and 
seek a private accord with Parma; 
these and similar sins of omission and 
commission were sharply and shrow- 
ishly set forth in the Queen’s epistle.^ 
'Twas not for such marauding and 
intriguing work that she had appointed 
him her lieutenant, and f umi&ed him 
with troops and subsidies. She begged 
him forthwith to amend his ways, for 
the sake of his name and fame, which 
were sufficiently soiled in the places 
where his soldiers had been plundering 
the country which they came to pro- 
tect." 

The Queen sent Daniel Bogers with 
instructions of similar impoit to the* 
states-general, repeatedly and expressly 
disavowing (Elmir’s proceeding and 
censuring his character. She also 
warmly insisted on her bonds. In 
short, never was unlucky prince more 
soundly berated by his superiors, more 
thoroughly disgraced by followers. 
In this cont^ptible situation had 
Casimir placed himself by his rash 
ambition to prove before the world 
that German princes could bits and 
scratch like griffins and tigers as well 
as carry them in their shields. From 
this position Orange partly rescued 
him. He made his peace with iffie 
states-general. He smoothed matters 
with the extravagant Beformer^ and 
he even extorted from the authorities 
of Ghent the forty-five thousand 
pounds bond, on whicm Elizabeth had 
insisted with such obduracy.' Casimir 
repaid these favours of the Prince in 
the coin with which narrow minds and 
jealous tempers are apt to discharge 
such obligations — ingratitude. The 
friendship which he openly manifested 
at first grew almost immediately cooL 
Soon afterwards he left Ghent and 
departed for Germany, leaving behind 
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him a long and tedious lemonstnmce, 
addressed to the states-general, in ^ 
which document he narrated the his- 
tory of his exploits, and endeavoured 
to vindicate the purity of his character. 
He concluded this very tedious and 
supei-fluous manifesto by observing 
that — ^for reasons -nhich he thought 
proper to give at considerable len^h 
— he felt himself "neither too useful 
nor too agreeable to the provinces.” 
As he hod been informed, he sard, that 
the states-general had requested the 
Queen of England to procure his 
departure, he had resolved, in order 
to spare her and them inconvemence, 
to return of his own accord, "leaving 
the issue of the war in the high and 
mighty hand of God.”^ 

The estates answered this remon- 
strance -nith words of unlimited cour- 
tesy ; expressing themselves " obhged 
to all eternity” for his services, and 
.holding out vague hopes that the 
monies which he demanded on beh.alf 
of his troops should ere long be foith- 
coming.’ 

Caaimir having aheady answered 
Queen Elizabeth's reproachful letter 
by throwing the blame of his apparent 
misconduct upon the statcs-geneial, 
and having promised soon to appear 
before her Majesty in person, tairied 
accordingly but a brief season in Ger- 
many, and then repaired to England. 
Here he was feasted, flattered, cares- 
sed, and invested with the order of the 
Garter.* Pleased with royal blandish- 
ments, and highly enjoying the splen- 
did hospitahties of England, he quite 
forgot the “thirty thousand devils” 
whom he had left running loose in the 
Netheilands, while these wildsoldicis, 
on their part, being absolutely in a 
starving condition— for there was little 
left for booty in a land u hich had been 
so often plundered — now had the 
effinntery to apply to the Prince of 
Parma for payment of their wages.* 
Alexander Faniese laughed heoi tily at 
the proposition, which he considered 


an excellent jest It seemed in truth, 
a jest, although but a Sony one. Par- 
ma replied to the messenger of Maurice 
of Saxony who had made the proposi- 
inon, that the Germans must be mad 
to ask him for money, instead of ofier- 
iug to pay him a heavy sum for per- 
mission to leave the country, never- 
theless, he was willing m be so far 
indulgent as to furnish them uith 
passports, provided they departed from 
the Ketherlands instantly. Shouhl 
tliey interpose the least delay, he 
would set upon them without further 
pi-eface, and he gave them notice, u ith 
the arioganee becoming a Spanish 
general, that the courier was ahcaily 
waiting to report to Spain the nqnib. r 
of them left alive after the eiicountei 
Thus deseited by their chief, anil 
hectored by the enemy, the meiocii- 
aries, who had little stomach for Lght 
without wages, accepted the passpoi Is 
proffered by Parma.5 They revenged 
themselves for the haish treatment 
which they had received from Casimir 
and fiom the states-general, by sing- 
ing, everywhere as they retreated, a 
doggerel ballad — half Flemish, hall 
Gciinan — in which their wiongs were 
expressed w ith uncouth vigour. 

Oasimir received the news of the 
departure of his ragged soldiery on 
tlie very day which witnessed his in- 
vestment with the Garter by the fair 
hands of Elizabeth herself.® A few 
days afterwords he left England, ac- 
companied by an escoi-t of lords and 
gentlemen, especially appointed for 
that purpose by the Queen. He 
landed in Flushing, where he was 
received with distingui^cd hospital- 
ity, by order of the Pi nice oh-Oi.aiige, 
and on the 14th of February, 1579, lie 
passed through Utrecht* Here lie 
conversed freely at his lodgings iii*the 
" German House ” on the subject of 
his vagabond troops, whose final ad- 
ventures and departure seemed to 
afford him conaideiable amusement; 
and he, moreover, diverted his com- 
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pony by Bmging, after supper, a few 
verses of the ballad already mentioned.^ 
The Duka of Aujou, meantime, 
after disbanding his troops, hod ling- 
ered for a whde near the frontier. 
Dpon taking his final departure, he 
sent his resident minister, Des Frun- 
eaux, with# long communication to 
the states-general, complaining that 
they had not published their contract 
willi himself, nor fulfilled its condi- 
tions. He excused, as uell as he 
could, the awkward fact that his dis- 
band^ troops had taken roiage with 
the Walloons, and he aiTcctcd to place 
his own depaiture upon the ground of 
urgent political business in France, to 
airaqge which his royal brother had 
required hi^ immediate attendance 
He furthermore most hypocritically 
ex^essed a desire for a speedy iccon- 
cihation of the provinces with their 
sovereign, and a resolution that — 
although for their sake he had made 
himself a foe to his Catholic Majesty 
— ^he would still interpose no obstacle 
to so deshable a result.’^ 

To such shallow discouise the states 
answered wi^ infinite urbanity, for it 
nus the determination of Orange not 
to make enemies, at that juncture, 
of France and Enghind in the same 
lireath They had foes enough all eady, 
and it seemed obvious at that moment, 
to all persons most obseiv.mt of the 
corase of affairs, that a matiiiiionial 
alliance was soon to unite the two 
Clowns. The probability of Anjou’s 
marriage with Ehz.abeth was, m truth, 
a leading motive with Orange for his 
close alliance with the Duke. The 
political stn^ure, accoidmg to which 
he had 4hlected the Fiench Friiicc as 
protector of the Hetherlands, was 
sagaciously planned; but unfortu- 
natAy its foundation wae the shifting 

1 Bop— who heard the Duke Pinp the song 
at the “Gorman House" in Utrecht, 3, xiu. 
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A translation of a single verse may eervo 
as a specimen of the song . — 

^*0, have tou been in Brabant, fighting for 
the states? • 

(h have you brought Ijack anything ex- 
^ cept your broken pntesT 

I 0, 1 have been In Brabant, myself and elf 
ray mates. 


sandbank of female and royal coquetry. 
Those who judge only by the result, 
will be quick to censure a policy which 
might have had very different iseue. 
They who place themselves in the 
period anterior to Anjou’s visit to 
England, will admit that it was hardly 
human not to he deceived hy the poli- 
tical aspects of that moment. The 
Queen, moreover, took pains to up- 
braid tho etates-gonoral, hy letter, 
with their disrespect and ingratitude 
towards the Duke of Anjou — be- 
haviour with which he had hesi 
"justly Bcandaliscd.” For her owi 
pait, she assured them of her extremi 
displeasure at learning that such i 
course of conduct had been held witl 
a view to her especial contentment— 
"as if the person of Monsieur, son o 
France, brother of the King, were die 
agiceahle to her, or as if ^e wiahec 
bun lU;’’ wheieas, on the contrai'y 
they would best satisfy her wishes hj 
shewing him ail tho courtesy to whic! 
his high degree and his eminent ser 
vices entitled him.’ 

The estates, even before leceivinj 
this letter, had, however, acted in iti 
spirit They had addressed elaborah 
apologies and unlimited professions U 
the Duke. They thanked him heartiij 
for his achievements, expressed im 
bounded i egret at hie departure, witi 
smceic hopes for his speedy return 
and piomiscd "ctonial i ememhrance 
of hiB hcioio virtues ’’■* They assurec 
him, inoieover, that should \he firsl 
of the following M.iich anive withoui 
bringing with it an honourable peace 
with his Catholic Majesty, they shoulc 
then feel themselves compelled t< 
declare that the King had forfeitcc 
his right to the sovereignty of these 
pi evinces. In this cose they con 
eluded that, as the iuhabitants would 

yfe ’ll go no more to Brabant, uuless oui 
hiauis wore addle, 

Wo 'ro coming homo on ihot, we worn 
there m the saddle ; 

For there ’a neither gold nor glory got, is 
fighting for the states;'’ etc., 
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denqt Bouden sy mmmermqfr veiKsiW,’’’"* 
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be ibsii abnolTed from tbeir aUeguinoe 
to the Spanisb monarcli, it would then 
bo in their power to treat with hie 
Highn^ of Anjou concerning the 
sovereignty, aocoiUing to the contract 
already existing ' 

These assurances were ample, but 
the states, knowing the vamty of the 
man, offered other inducements, some 
of which seemed sufficiently puerile. 
They promised that “ his statue, in 
copper, should bo placed in the public 
squares of Antwerp and Brussels, for 
the eternal admiration of posterity,” 
and that a “crown of olive-leaves 
should be presented to him eveiy 
year."* The Duke — not inexorable 
to such courteous solicitations — was 
willing to achieve both immortahty 
and power by continuing his friendly 
relations with the states, and he an- 
swered accordingly in the most court- 
eous terms. The result of this inter- 
-'change of civilities it will be soon our 
duty to narrate. 

At the close of the year the Count 
of Bossu ^ed, much to the regret of 
the Prince of Orange, whoso party — 
since his release from prison by viitne 
of the Ghent treaty — he had warmly 
espoused. "IVe are in the deepest 
distress in the world,” wrote the Prince 
to his brother, three days before the 
Count’s death, "for the dangerous 
malady of H. de Basso. Certainly, 
the oountiy has much to lose in hu 
death, but I hope that God will not so 
much afflict us.”* Tet the calumnia- 
tors of the day did not scruple to cir- 
culate, nor the royalist chroniclers to 
perpetuate, the most senseless and m- 
famooB fables on the subject of this 
nobleman’s death. He died of poison, 
they said, administered to him "in 
oysters,’’* by command of the Prince of 
Orange, who had hkewiso mode a pomt 
of stmding over him on his death-bed, 
for the express purpose of sneering at 
the Cathifflc ceremonies by which bis 
dying agonies were solaced.* Such 
were the tales which grave historians 


have recorded concerning the death of 
Maximilian of Bossu, who owed so 
much to the Prince. The command 
of the states’ army, a yearly pousion 
of five thousand florins, granted at 
the especial request of Orange but a 
few months before, and the profound 
words of regret in the private letter 
just cited, are a sufficient auswer to 
such slanders.* 

The personal courage and profound 
military science of Panna w ei u inv.ilu- 
ahlo to the royal cause , but his subtle, 
unscrupulous, and subterranean com- 
binations of poUcy wore even more 
fruitful at this period. Ho man over 
understood the art of bribery more 
thoroughly or practised it inoio skil- 
fully. He bought a pohtici.'in, or a 
general, or a grandee, or a regiment of 
infantry, usually at the cheapest p;ice 
at which those articles could be pur- 
chased, and always with the iitmnsi 
dehoacy with which such trallio could 
be conducted. Men conveyed them- 
selves to government for a definite 
price — ^fiied acoiuately in flmiiis ami 
groats, in places and pensions— while 
a decent gossamer ofa conrentmiul 
phraseology was ever allowed to Heat 
over tho nakedness of unblushing tre.a- 
son. Men high in station, illustiiims 
by ancestry, brilliant in valour, huck- 
stered themselves, and swindled a con- 
fiding country for as ignoble motives 
as ever led counteifoiters or bi.avoes 
to the gallows, but they were dealt 
with -in public as if actuated only by 
the loftiest principles. Behind their 
ancient shields, ostentatiously enibl.is 
oneil with fidehty to church and king, 
they thrust forth their Aching pihiis 
with the mendicity which would be 
hardly credible, were it not attested 
by the monuments moie perennial 
than brass, of their own letters and re- 
corded conversations. 

Already, before the accesssion of 
Panna to power, the true way to dis- 
sever the provinces hod been indic.atefi 
by the famous treason of the Seigneur 


* Bor, suL 12, sqq. 

■ Ueteren, IX. 145 k — “A ccompanied, how- 
ever, by substantial preaenta to the value of 
100,000 Uvres Meleren, ubi sup. 

• AkIuvsb st Ooxicsp., vi 510. 


* J B. Toss’- , Comment., Ub. V. 329. 

' Stroda, 2, i 87. 

® Compare Groenv, Pnnflt., vi 511, 619, 
Bor, 2, xiu. 25K Wu'uiuscr, Yod, Hiat, vjL 
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de la Motte. This nobleman com- 
manded a regiment in tbs eervica of 
the Btates-general, and was Governor 
of Qravelines. On promise of forgive- 
ness for all past disloyalty, of being 
continued in tbe same military posts 
under Philip -nhich he then held for 
the patnotsymnd of a '• mereed ” large 
enough to satisfy his most avaricious 
dreams, ha went over to the royal 
government.^ The negotiation was 
(ondneted by Alonzo Curiel, iinancud 
sgent of the King, and was not very 
mcely handled. The paymaster, look- 
ing at the a&air purely as a money 
transaction — which in truth it was — 
had been disposed to drive rather too 
haid • baigain. He offered only fifty 
Ihoueand cionma for La Motte and his 
friend Baron Montigny, and assured 
his^overnment that those gentlemen, 
with the soldiers under their command, 
were very dear at the price.’ La Matte 
liiggled very haid for more, and talked 
pathetically of his services and his 
wounds — for he had been a most dis- 
tinguished and oouiageous campaigner 
— ^but Alonzo was imiilacable.’ More- 
over, one llobert Bien-Aimd, Prior of 
Ifeuty, was present at all the confer- 
ences. This ecclesiastio was a busy 
intriguer, but not very adroit. He 
was disposed to make himself useful 
to goveniment, for he had set his heart 
upon putting the mitre of Saint Omer 
upon his head, and he had accordingly 
composed a very ingemous hbel upon 
the Prince of Oiange, in which pro- 
duction, " although the Prior did not 
pretend to be Apelles or Lysippus,” 
ho hoped thot the Goveruor-Gonor^ 
would recogiAse a portrait coloured to 
the htd5 This accomplished artist 
was, however, not so successful as he 
was^icturesque and industrious. He 
was inordinately vaiu of his services, 
thinking himself, said Alonzo, spleneti- 
oally, worthy to he earned in a pro- 


cession like a little saint,’ and as he 
had a busy brain, hut an umnily tongue, 
it will be seen ^at he possessed a re- 
markable faculty of making himself 
unpleasant. This was not the way to 
earn his bishopric. La Motte, through 
the candid communications of the 
Prior, foimd himself the subject of 
mockery in Parma’s camp and cabinet, 
where treachciy to one’s country and 
party was not, it seemed, regarded as 
one of the loftier virtues, however 
convenient it might be at the moment 
to the royal cause. Tbe Prior inti- 
mated especially that Ottavio Gonzaga 
had indulged iii many sareastio re- 
maiks at La Motto's expense. The 
brave hut venal warrior, highly in- 
censed at thus learning the manner in 
which his conduct was estimated by 
men of such high rant: in the royal 
service, was ndar bi eiking off the hai'- 
gam. He was eventually secured, 
however, by still larger offers — Don* 
John allowing him three hundred 
florins a month, presenting him with 
tbe two best horses in his stable, and 
sending him an open form, which ho 
was to fill out in the most stringent 
language which he could devise, bmd- 
ing the government to the payment of 
an ample and entirely satisfliotory 
'* mereed.”’ Thus La Motte’e bargain 
was completed — a crime which, if it 
had only entailed the loss of the troops 
under his command, and the possession 
of laiavehnes, would have been of no 
great historic iiiipoitance. It was, 
however, the first blow of a vast and 
carefully sharpened treas'in, by which 
the country was soon to bo cut in 
twain for ever — ^the first in a series of 
bargains by which the noblest names 
of tile Netherlands were to be con- 
tamni.atrd with bribery and fraud. 

AVhile the negotiations with La 
Motte were in progress, the govern- 
ment of the statos-general at Mussels 


’ Heconoiliation des ProTmeea Wallonoa 
1. S-ll. 201, 2ia-2i«, 227^St, 271, 272 
Ijettera of La Motte and Don John of Aus- 
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hod sent SaiUa Aldegonde to An-as. 
The Btetes of Artois, then assembled 
in that city, had made much difficulty 
in acceding to an assessment of seven 
thousand florins laid upon them by the 
central authority. The occasion was 
skilfully made use of by the agents of 
the royal party to weaken the allegiance 
of the province, and of ita sister Wal- 
loon provinces, to the patriot cause. 
Saint Aldegonde mode his speech bo- 
fore the assembly, taking the ground 
boldly, that the war was mode for 
liberty of conscience and of fatherland, 

I and that aU were bound, whether 
I Catholic or Protestant, to contribute 
to the sacred fund. The vote passed, 
but it was provided that a moiety 
' of the assessment should be paid by 
, the ecclesiastical branch, and the 
stipulation excited a tremendous up- 
l roar. The clerical bench regarded the 
tax as both a robbery and on aflront. 
- “We came nearly to knife-playing,” 
said the most distinguished priest m 
the assembly, “ and if we had done so, 
the ecclesiastics would not have been 
the first to cry enough."! They all 
withdrew in a rage, and held a private 
consultation upon “these exorbitant 
and more than Tuikish demands.” 
John Sarrasin, Prior of Saint Yaost, 
the keenest, boldest, and most indefa- 
tigable of the royal partUans of that 
epoch, made them an artful harangue. 
This man — a better pohtician than the 
other prior — ^ivas playing for a mitre 
too, and could use his cards better. 
I He was soon to become the most m- 
valuable agent in the gieat treason 
preparing. Ko one could be moie 
deUcate, noiseless, or unscrupulous, 
and he was soon recognised both by 
Governor-General and Kin g as the in- 
dividual above all others to whom the 
re-establishment of the royal authority 
over the Walloon provinces was owing. 

* “ — les communa rorcersnt lea cool6- 
slasldquea d'en prendre la juste moitit alenr 
ebarjre — et de fait la chose ttoit venue Jus- 
ques de vemr aux mama et jouer des cous- 
teaux pour veoir quy auroit wile emye — les 

eecldaiastiques n'enssent fait Joucq," ete 

US. letter of the Prior of Saint Vanst flee 
. Pmy Wall , 1 T6, 186, 186. The whole his- 
' tory of these Walloon intrigues is narrated 
al numerous lottcie^-outu*oly uuput>. 
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With the shoes of swiftness on his 
feet, the coat of darkness on his back, 
and the wishing purse in his hand, he 
sped silently invisibly from one 
great Kalcontent chieftain to another, 
buying up centurions, and captains, 
and common soldiera; dreumventing 
Orangists, Ghent demcrrats, Anjou 
partisans; weaving a thousand in 
tiigues, venfalating a hundred hostile 
mines, and passmg unharmed through 
the most serious dangers and the most 
fermidabla obstacles. Eloquent, too, 
at a pinch, he always understood his 
audience, and upon this occasion un- 
sheathed the most incisive, if not the 
moat bnlliant weapon which could be 
used in the debate. It was mcit ex- 
pensive to be patriotic, be said, while 
Sliver was to be saved, and gold to be 
earned by being loyal They oug'-jt to 
keep their money to defend themselves, 
not give it to the Prince of Orange, 
who would only put it into his private 
pocket on pretence of public necessi- 
ties. The Emvard would soon be 
slinking back to his lair, he observed, 
and leave them all in the fangs of theii 
enemies. Meantime, it was better to 
1 ush into the embrace of a bountiful 
king, who was still holding forth his 
arms to them. They were approaching 
a precipice, said the Prior , they weie 
entenng a labynnth; and not only 
was the "sempiternal loss of body and 
soul impendmg over them, but their 
property was to be taken also, and the 
cat to be thrown against their legs." 
By this sudden descent into a veiy 
common provcibial expression, Saiia- 
Bin meant to ultimate that they wero 
getting themselves ini.0 a difficult 
position, in which they wero sure to 
reap both danger and responsibility “ 
The harangue had much effect upon 
his hearers, who were now more than 
ever determined to rebel against the 

and spirit They are in the Collection of 
Correspondence between Bon John. Farnia, 
and others, and the Alolcoutent nobles, cii- 
iitled *' Rccenciliation des Frovinces Wal- 
loues," five vols , Royal Archives in Brussels. 
An examination of these most mtorestinq 
documents is jndispensabla to h thorough 
understanding of the permanent separation 
of the Netherlands eSected in the years 1676 
and 1678 
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gOTcmment wtiicli they had so recently 
accepted, preferring, in the words of 
the Prior, " to be maltreated by their 
prince, rather than to be barbarously 
tyrannised over by a heretic." So 
much anger had been excited in celes- 
tial minds by a demand of thn-ty-liTe 
hundred florais. 

Saint Aldegonde was entertained in 
the evening at a great banquet, followed 
by a theological controvei-sy, in which 
John Sarrasin complained that “ha 
had been attacked upon his own diing- 
liill." ll’ext day the distinguish^ 
patriot departed on a canvassing tour 
among the prmcipal cities ; the mdefa^ 
tigable monk employing the intei-val 
of hiB«.bsence in aggravating the hos- 
tility of 'the Artesian orders to the 
pecuniary demands of the general 
government. lie was assisted in his 
task by a peremptory Older which 
came down from Brussels, ordeiing, in 
the name of Matthias, a levy upon the 
ecclesiastical property, “ rings, jewels, 
and reliquaries,” unless the clerical 
contnbuhon should be forthcoming. 
The rage of the bench was now intense, 
and by the time of Samt Aldegoudc's 
return a general opposition had been 
organised. The envoy met with a 
chilling reception ; there were no ban- 
quets anymore — ^no discussions of any 
kind. To his demands for money, “ he 
got a fine nihil," said Saint Vaast ; and 
08 for polemics, the only conclusive 
argument for the country would be, as 
he was informed on the same authority, 
the “finishing of Orange and of his 
minister along with him.” More than 
once had the Prior intimated to govern- 
ment — as so Jiany had done before 
him — ^thiffi to “despatch Orange, author 
of all the troublee," was the best pre- 
liminary to any political arrangement. 
Fronf Philip and his Governor-General, 
down to tile humblest partisan, this 
conviction had been daily strengthen- 
ing. The knife or bullec of on assassm 

1 “Us commcncent h desestimer lour 
JRouort et out opfnion quo si ios adiunes has- 
ten t mal, il retirera on au tasnioio U 
eemble aux bons quo sy Ton pcut dtpoecbor 
Relief des troubles, quo oe soroit le moyeu 
flour rtunlr CO quyeet taut divist. Si*Alde- 
Konde B'est bien aperel^eu quo obacim so 
nesgouste da d'Ornugo Ut oh uuiara- 


was the one thing needful to put an 
end to this incarnated rebeUion.^ 

Thus matters grew worse and worse 
in Artois. The Prior, busier than ever 
I in his schemes, was one day arrested 
along with other royal emissaries, kept 
fifteen days “in a stinking oellar, 
where the scullion washed the dishes," 
and then sent to Antwerp to bo 
examined by the states-gencral. He 
behaved with gieat firmness, although 
he had good reason to tremble for his 
neck. Interrogated by Leoninus on 
the part of the central government, he 
boldly avowed that these pecuniary 
demands upon the WalloDn estatei^ 
and particularly upon their ecclesias- 
tioal branches, would never be tole- 
rated. “ In Alva's time,” said Sarrasin, 
“men were flayed, but not shorn.” 
Those who were more attached to 
their skin than their fleece might have 
thought the praetice in the good old 
times of the Duke stUl more objection- 
able. Such was not the opinion of the 
Pnor and the rest of his order. After 
an unsatisfactory exa min ation and a 
brief duresse, the busy ecclesiastie 
was released; and as his secret laboura 
had not been detected, he resumed 
them after his return more ardently 
than ever.’ 

A triangular intrigue was now fairly 
established in the Walloon country. 
The Duke of Alen9on’s head-quarters 
were at Mens; the rallying-pomt of 
the royalist faction was n ith La Motte 
at Ginvehnes; while the ostensible 
lo.adcr of the states’ party, Yiscount 
Ghent, was governor of Artois, and 
supposed to be supreme in Arras. La 
Motte was provided by government 
with a hirge fund of secret-service 
money, and was instructed to be very 
liberid in his bribes to men of distinc- 
tion ; having a tender regard, however, 
to the excessive demands of this nature 
now daily mode upon the royal purse.^ 
The " little Count,” os the Prior called 

vant tout le mondo Tadoralt et tennit pour 
son snuivoua maiotenant I'ait osa bten dm 
qu'il le fault tucr et sou mimstre aussi.”-^ 
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Xiaiauij TOgexner mth. his brothi'r, 
Baron Montigny, were considered 
highly desirable acquisitions forgovem- 
nent, if they could be gained. It waa 
thought, however, that they had the 
"fiem^-lys impi mted too deeply upon 
their hearts,” for the effect produced 
upon Lalain, governor of Hainault, by 
Margaret of Yalois, had not yet been 
effaced. His brother also had been 
disposed to favotir the Frcneh prince, 
but his mind was more opcu to con- 
viction. A few pi hate conferences 
with La Motte, and a course of eccle- 
tiastical tuition from the Prior — ^whose 
golden opmions had irresistible re- 
sonance— soon wrought a change in 
the Malcontent chieftain’s mind. Other 
leading seigniors were secretly dealt 
with in the same manner. Lalain, 
Hdze, Havrd, Caprea, Egmont, and 
even the Yiscoiint of Ghent, all 
seriously inclined their ears to the 
charmer, and looked longingly and 
lovingly os the wily Prior rolled in his 
tangles before them — "to mischief 
swift” Few had yet declared them- 
selves; but of the grandees who com- 
manded laige bodies cf troops, and 
whose influence with their older w.-is 
paramount, none wero safe for the 
patriot cause throughout the 'IValloon 
country.* 

The nobles and ecclesiastics were 
ready to join hands in support of 
chui^ and king, but in the city of 
Arras, the capital of the whole coun- 
try, liiere was a strong Orange and 
liberal party. Gosson, a man of great 
wealth, one of the most distinguished 
advocates in the Ketherlands, and pos- 
sessing the gift of popular eloquence 
to a remarkable degree, was the leader 


of this burgess faction. In the earlier 
days of Parma’s administration, just 
as a thorough union of the Walloon 
provinces in favour of the royal govern- 
ment had nearly been formed, these 
Orangists of Arras risked a daring 
stroke. Inflamed by the harangues of 
Gosson, and supported *by five hun- 
dred foot soldiers and fifty troopeni 
under one Captain Ambrose, they rose 
against the city magistracy, whose sen- 
timents wero unequivocally fur Pai m i, 
and thrust them all mto prison They 
then constituted a now boaid of fifteen, 
some Catholics and some Protestants, 
but all patriots, of whom Gosson waa 
chief. The stroke took the town by 
surprise, and was for a moment suc- 
cessful. Meantime, they depended 
upon assistance from Brussels The 
royal and ecclesiastical p.aity was, how- 
ever, not so easily defeated, and an old 
eoldier, named Bourgeois, loudly de- 
nounced Captain Ambrose, the geneial 
of the revolutionary movement, ns a 
vile coward, and affirmed that with 
thirty good men-at-arms he would un- 
dertake to pound the whole rebel army 
to powder — "a pack of scarecrows,” 
he said, "who were not worth as many 
owls for military purposes.” 

Three days after Ihe imprisonment 
of the magistracy, a strong Catholic 
rally was made in their behalf in the 
Fishmarket, the ubiquitous Prior of 
&aint Vaast flitting about among the 
Malcontents, blithe and busy as usn d 
when storms were brewing. M.itthew 
Doucet, of the revolutionary faction — 
a m.an both martial and pacific in his 
pursuits, being eminent both as a gin- 
gerbread baker and a B*ord-nl,ayoi ■* — 
swore he would have the little monk’s 


1 Monchoaux to F-irma, Rcc Frov Wall., 
21G-218, MS Emanuol do Lalain, Seigneur 
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life if be had to take him from the 
V017 home of the altar ; but the Prior 
had braved sharper threats than these. 
Moreover, the grand altar would have 
beeu the last place to look for him on 
that occasion. While Gosson was 
maldng a tiemendous speech in favour 
of consciencif and fatherland at the 
iTotel de Yille, practical John Sar- 
lusiu, purse in hand, had challenged 
the lebel general, Ambrose, to pm ate 
combat. In half an hour, that n.irrior 
was routed, and fled from the field at 
the head of his scarecrows,^ for theie 
was no resisting the power before 
which the Montignys and the La 
Mottos had succumbed. Eloquent 
QossoiS was left to his fate. Havmg 
the Catholic magistracy m durance, 
and with nobody to guard them, he 
fcit;*as was well obseiwod by an ill- 
natnred contemporary, like a man 
holding a wolf by the ears, equally 
afi.aid to let go or to retain lus giasp 
His dilemma was soon terminated. 
While he was deUberatiiig with his 
colleagues — Moidacq, an old cam- 
paigner, Crugeot, Beitoul, and othei-s 
— whether to stand or fly, the drums 
and trumpets of the advancing royal- 
ists were heard. In another instant 
the Hotel de Yille was swarming with 
men-at-arms, headed by Bourgeois, the 
veteran 1^0 had expressed so slight- 
ing an opinion as to the prowess of 
Ciphaiu Ambrose. The tables were 
tuiucd, the miniature revolution was 
at an end, the counter-revolution 
effected. Gosson and his confederates 
escaped out of a back door, hut were 
soon afterwards arrested. Hext morn- 
ing, Baron Caiftcs, the great Malcon- 
tent eeigmor, who was ebitioned with 
his regiment in the neighbourhood, 
and yho hod long been secretly co- 
quet&g with the Prior and Parma, 
marched into the city at the lieod of 
a strong detachment, and straightway 
proceeded to erect a very tall gibbet 
in front of the Hotel de YiUe.* This 
looked practical in the eyes of the 
liberated apd reinstated magistrates, 
and Gosson, Crugeot, and the rest were 

cited, P, Payen, Trouble! d’Amis, 
f 1 Letter firom^irms, SB. 


summoned at once before them. The 
advocate thought, perhaps, with a 
sigh, that his judges, so recently hie 
prisoners, might have been the fruit 
for another gMlows-tree, had he plant- 
ed it when the ground Was his oivn ; 
but taking Ueait of grace, be encour- 
aged ills colleagues — now bis fellow- 
c.ilpiiti Crugeot, undismayed, made 
bis appearance before the tribunal^ 
ari-ayod in a corslet of proof, with a 
golden hilted sword, a scarf emhroid- 
ricil with pearls and gold, and a hat 
bravely plumaged with white, blue, 
and mange feathers — the colours of 
William the Silent — of nil which 
finery he woe stripped, however, as 
soon as he entered the 001111.' 

The process was rapid. A sum- 
mons from Brussels was expected every 
hour fiom the general government, 
ordering tlie cases to be brought before 
the federal tribunal, and as the Wal-, 
loon provinces were not yet ready for 
open levolt, the order would be an 
inconvenient one. Hence the necessiiy 
for haste. The euperior court of 
Artois, to which an appeal from the 
magistrates lay, imme^ately hdd a 
session in another chamber of the 
Hotel de Yille while the lower court 
was trying the prisoners, and Bertoul, 
Crugeot, itordacq, ivith several others, 
weie condemned m a few hours to the 
gibbet. They weie invited to appeal, 
li they chose, to the council of Artois, 
but heal ing Uiat the court was sitting 
next dooi, so that there was no chance 
of a rescue in the streets, they declared 
themselves satisfied with the sentence. 
Gosson had not been tried, his case 
being reserved for the morrow. 

Meantime, the short autumnal day 
had drawn to a close. A wild, stormy, 
rainy night then set in, hut still the 
TOysUist party — citizens and soldiers 
intermingled — all armed to the teeth, 
and uttering fierce cries, while the 
whole scene was fitfully illuminated 
with the glare of flambeaux and blazing 
tar-barrels, kept watch in the open 
square around ilie city hall. A series 
of terrible Bembrondt-like night-pieces 

s P Payen, Tnublcs d'Ams, US. 
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sacceeded — grim, fantasUc, and gory. 
Bextonl, an old man, \rho for years 
had BO surely felt himself predestined 
to his present doom that he had kept 
a gibbet in his u\tn house to accustom 
himself to the sight of the machine, 
was led forth the first, and hanged at 
ten in the evening.^ He was a good 
man, of perfectly blameless life, a 
sincere Catholic, but a warm partisan 
of Orange. 

Yalentine de hloi dacq, an old soldier, 
came from the Ifotcl de Villa to the 
gallows at midnight. As he stood on 
the ladder, amid the flaming torches, 
he broke forth into furious execrations, 
wagging his long white beard to and 
fro, making hideous grimaces, and 
cursing the hard fate which, after 
many dangers on the battle-field and 
in beleaguered cities, had left him to 
such a death. The cord stiangled his 
curses. Crugeot was executed at three 
in the mommg, having obtained a few 
bourse respite in order to make his 
preparations, which he accordingly 
occupied himself in doing os tranquilly 
as if he had been setting forth upon 
an agreeable journey. He looked like 
a phantom, according to eye-witnesses, 
as he stood under the gibbet, making 
a most pious and Cathoho addieas to 
the crowd. 

The whole of the following day was 
devoted to the trial of Gosson. He 
was condemned at nightfall, and heaid 
by appeal before the superior court 
directly afterwards At midnight of 
the 25th of October 1578, he was con- 
demned to lose his head, the execution 
to take place without delay. The city 
guards and the infantry under Capres 
still bivouacked upon the square ; the 
howling storm stiU continued, but the 
glare of fagots and torches made the 
place as light as day. The ancient 
advocate, with haggaid eyes and fea- 
tures distorted by wrath, walking be- 
tween the sheriff and a Fiauciscan 
monk, advanced through the long lane 
of halberdiers, in the grand hall of the 
Town House, and thence emerged 
upon the scaffold erected before the 
door. He s hook his fists with rage at 

* P. Fayen, Troubles d'Arraa MS. 
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the released magisbiates, so lately his 
prisoners, exclaiming that to his mis- 
placed mercy it was owing that his 
head, instead of their own, was to be 
placed upon the block. He bitterly 
reproached the citizens for their cowar- 
dice in shrinking from dealing a blow 
for their fatherland, and* in behalf of 
one who had so faithfully served them. 
The clerk of the court then read the 
sentence amid a silence so profound 
that every syllable he utteiod, and 
every sigh and ejaculation of the vic- 
tim, were distinctly heard in the most 
remote comer of the square. Gosson 
then, exclaiming that he was murdered 
without cause, knelt upon the scaffold. 
His head fell while an angry impreca- 
tion was still upon his lips.^ 

Several other persons of lesser note 
were hanged dm'ing the week — a-Aong 
others, Matthew Doiicet, the truculent 
man of gm^erbread, whose rage hiid 
been so judiciously but so unsuccess- 
fully directed against the Piior of 
Saint Vaast. Captain Ambrose, too, 
did not live long to enj'oy the price of 
his treachery. He was arrested very 
soon afterwards by the states’ govern- 
ment m -Antwerp, put to the torture, 
hanged and quartered ^ In troublous 
times like those, when honest men 
found it difficult to keep their heads 
upon their shouldei s, rogues were apt 
to meet their deserts, uidess they had 
the advantage of lofty lineage and 
elevated position. 

*'IIIc cnirem sccleris prctiiim tuUt, lua 
diadcma " 

This municipal revolution and coun- 
ter-revolution, obscun^’ though they 
seem, were in reahty of veiy*" grave im- 
portance. This was the last blow 
stmek for freedom in the Wjllooii 
countiy. The failure of the movement 
made that scission of the HetherUnde 
certain, which has endured till our 
days, for the influence of the ecclesi- 
astics in the stales of Artois and 
Hainault, together with the mihtaiy 
power of the Malcontent grimdccs, 
whom Parlna and John San-asin had 
purchased, could no longer he resists 

* Letter of Saint Jfoast, Bee. Frov ValL . 
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The liberty of the Celtic proviccei 
tree sold, and a fevr high-bom traitors 
leceived the price. Before the end of 
the year (1S78) Montigny had signified 
to the Duke of Alengon that a prince 
who avowed himself too poor to pay 
for soldiers was no master for him!^ 
The Baron, therefore, came to an un- 
derstanding with La hlotte and Sar- 
insin, acting for Alexander Famese, 
and received the command of the in- 
fantry in the "Walloon provmcee, a 
meiced of four thousand crowns a year, 
together with as kige a shoe of La 
Matte's hundred thousand florms for 
himself and soldiers, as that officer 
could be induced to part with.’ 

Boren Capres, whom Sarrasin— being 
eqiecially enjoined to purchase him — 
had, in his own language, “sweated 
blooA and water” to secure, at last 
agreed to reconcile himself with the 
King’s party upon condition of receiv- 
ing the government-general of Artois, 
together with the particular govern- 
ment of Hesdin — ybtj lucrative offices, 
which the "Viscount of Ghent then 
held by commission of the stites- 
general.’ That pohtio personage, how- 
ever, whose dismclination to desert 
the liberty party which hod clothed 
him with such high functions, was 
apparently so maiked that the Prior 
had caused an ambush to be laid both 
for him and the Marquis Havrd, in 
order to obtain bodily possession of 
two such powerful enemies,’ now, at 
the last moment, displayed his true 
colours. He consent^ to reconcile 
himself also, on condition of receiving 
the royal appomtment to the same 
government wlach he then held from 
the patrift authorities, together with 

1 Mcmoire do.ce qui s'est pass^ d I'en- 
treviia entre le 6'. de Montigny, Conito de 
Lalaln, Duo d'Arschot, Marquis d'llavrt, et 
al : Hoc. Prov "Wall , u. 104, 106, MS. 
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the title of Maiqiiis de Bichebourg, 
the command of all the cavalry in the 
royalist provinces, and certain rewards 
in money besides. By holding himself 
at a high mark, and keeping at a dis- 
tance, he had obtained bis price. 
Capres, for whom Philip, at Parma’S 
suggestion, had sent the commission 
as governor of Artois and of Hesdin, 
was obliged to renounce those offices, 
notwithstandmg his earher “ recon- 
ciliation,” and &e “ blood and water ” 
of John Sarrasin.’ Ghent was not 
even contented with these guerdons, 
but insisted upon the command of all 
tha cavalry, including the band of 
ordnance which, with handsome salary, 
had been assigned to Lalain, as a port 
of the wages for his treason,® while the 
“little Count” — ^fiery as bis small and 
belligerent coiiain7 whose exploits have 
been recorded m the eailier pages of 
this history — boldly taxed Parma and 
the King with cheating him out of lua’ 
promised reward, in order to please a 
noble whose aerviees hod been leas 
valuable than those of the Lalain 
family.® Having thus obtained the 
lion’s share, due, as he thought, to 
his well known courage and railitary 
talents, as well as to the powerfm 
family influence which ho wielded — 
his brother, the Prince of Kspinoy, 
hereditary seneschal of Hainault, hav- 
ing likewise rallied to the King’s party 
— Ghent jocosely intimated to Parma 
his intention of helping himself to the 
two best horses m the Prince’s stables 
m exchange for those lost at Gemb- 
lours,® in which disastrous action hn 
had commanded the cavalry for the 
states. He also sent two terriers to 
Famese, hoping that they would "prove 

• Bcc Prov. Wall., iv, 228, Lalain to 
Parma, MS. 

7 Anthony, Count of Hoogstmaten, the 
friend of Orange. 
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more luefnl than heautifuL"^ The 
Ptfaice might hove thought, perhajig, 
aa much of the Viscount's treason. 

John Sarraidn, the all-accanipli'shed 
Frior, os the Tew.ird of Ms exeniosa, 
received from FMHp tho abbey of 
Saint Vaost, the richest and most 
ponerful eccio:]iastical establishment 
in the Netberl.cnds;. At n subsequent 
period his grateful sovereign created 
him Archbishop of Cambray.^ 

Thus the "troubles of Arras” — ss 
they were called — terminated. Gos- 
gon, the respected, ivealthy, eloquent, 
and virtuous advocate, together with 
his colleagues — all CathoUcs, but at 
the same time patriots and 1iber.ils^ 
died the death of felons for their un- 
fortunate attempt to save their father^ 
land, from an ecclesiastical and venal 
conspiracy; while the actors in the 
plot, having all perform^ well their 
parts, received their full meed of 
^ prizes snd applause. 

Ths private treaty by which the 
Walloon provinces of Artois, Ilainault, 
Lille, Douay, and Orchics, united 
themselves in a separate league was 
signed upon the 6th of January 1679> 
but the final arrangements for the re- 
conciliation of tho llalcontent nobles 
and their soldiers weio not coifiplotod 
until Apiil Ctb, u]iou which day a 
secret paper was signed at Mount 
Saint EloL 

The secret current of tho intrigue 
had not, however, flowed on with per- 
fect smoothness until this placid ter- 
mination. On the contrary, there bad 
been much bickering, heart-burning, 
and mutual suspicious and recnttmia- 
iions. There had been violent wrang- 
lings among the claimants of the royM 
rewards. Lalain and Capres were not 
the only Malcontents who had cause 
to complain of being cheated of the 
promised largess. Montigny, in whoso 
favour Farma had distinctly command- 
ed La Motte to be liberal of the King’s 
secret-service money, furiously charged 

a Hoc. PrOT. Wall , ni. 127, Uarqula dc 
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the Qouemor of GiavehneB with hav- 
ing received a large supply of gold 
from Spain, and of "lock^ the rascal 
counters from his friends,” so t^t 
Farma was obl^ed to quiet the Baron, 
and many other barons in the sains 
predicament, out of his own purse. 
All complained bitterlyAtoo, that the 
King, whose promises Lad been so uro- 
fuse to the nobles while the reconcilia- 
tion was pending, turned a deaf ear to 
their petitions and left their letters 
unanswered, after the deed wao accom- 
plished.' 

The unlucky Prior of Eenty, whose 
disclosures to La Motte conceniin^ 
the Spanish sarcasms upon lus ven.d- 
ity, h^ BO nearly c.au3eil the prehmi- 
naiy negotiation with that seignior to 
fail, was the c-anse of stiU furlher mis- 
chief through the intercepri-ia of ilon- 
zo Curlers private letters. Such reve- 
lations of corruption, and of contempt 
on the part of the corrupters, wen 
eagerly turned to account by the states’ 
government. A special messenger was 
despatched to Montigny* with Uie in- 
teicepted correspondence, acoouipanicJ 
by an earnest prayer that he would 
not confaminate ms sword and Lis 
noble name by subserviency to men 
who despised even while they pur- 
chased traitOTB. That noble, both con- 
founded and exasperated, was fur a 
moment inclined to listen to the voice 
of honour and patriorism, but reflec- 
tion end solitude induced him to poc- 
ket up his wrongs and his "merced" 
together. The states-general al-o sent 
tho correspondence to the Wallorpn 
provincial authorities, with an elo- 
quent odrees, begging-Jthem to stiirly 
well the pitiful part whichSia Motto 
had enacted in tlie pntato comedy 
then performing, and to bohold as in 
a mirror their own position, if thfey did 
not recede ere it was too late.® 

Tho only important effect produced 
by tho discovery was upon the Filer 
of llenty himself. Ottavio Qonzaga, 
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the intimate friend of Don John, and 
now high in the confidence of Parma, 
wrote to La Motte, indignantly deny- 
ing the truth of Bien ^md'a tattle, 
and a ffinnm g that not a word had 
ever been uttered by himself or by 
any gentleman in his presence to the 
disparagemcjut of the Governor of 
Gravelines. He added that if the 
Prior had worn another coat, and were 
of quality equal to his own, he would 
have made him eat his words or a few 
inches of steel. In the same vehement 
teims he addressed a letter to Bien 
Aimd himself.^ Veiy soou aftciwaids, 
notivithsUnding his coat and his qual- 
ity, th.it uiifuitunate ecclesiastic found 
hinisglf be^et one dark night by two 
boldiciB, who left him seveiely wound- 
ed and bleeding nearly to death upon 
thiyiigh road,’ but escapmg with life, 
ho wiute to Paima, recounting Ins 
wrongs and the "sword-thrust in his 
left thigh," and made a demand foi a 
merced. 

The Prior recovered from this diffi- 
culty only to faU into another, by 
publishing what he called an apologue, 
in which he chaigedthat the reconuiled 
nobles V, ore equ^y false to the royal 
and to the rebel government, and tlmt, 
although " the fatted calf had been kill- 
ed for &em, after they had so long been 
feeding wiUi peiwerse heretical pigs,” 
they were, in truth, as mutinous as uvei, 
bemg bent upon estabhshing an obgar- 
chy m theHetheilands, and dividingthc 
territory among themselves, to the ex- 
clusion of the sovereign. This naturally 
excited the wrath of the Viscount and 
others. The Seigneur d'Auberlieu. in 
a letter written in what the writer 
himself Called the "gross style of a 
gendarme,” charged the Prior with 
maligning hftnourable lords and — in 
theffavourite colloquial phrase of the 
day — ^with attempting " to throw the 
cat against their legs." The real crime 
of the meddling priest, however, was 
to have let that troublesome animal 
out of the bag. He was acoordmgly 
waylaid a ^ain, and thrown into prison 

1 Hoc. Frov. Wall , ii. 270 md 270”. HIS 
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by Count Laiain. While in durance 
he published an abject apology for his 
apologue, explaining that bis allusions 
to " returned prodigals,” “ heretic 
swine,” and to "Sodom and Gomor- 
rah,” had been entirely misconstrued. 
He was, however, retained m custody 
until Parma ordered his release on the 
ground that the punishment had been 
already sufficient fur the offence. He 
then requested to bo appointed Eishop 
of Saint Omer, that see being vacant. 
Parma advised the King by no means 
to grant the request — the Piior bemg 
neither endowed with the proper age 
nor disci ction for such a dignity — ^but 
to bestow some lesser rewaid, in money 
or otherwise, upon the discomfited 
ecclesiastic, who hadrendeied so many 
services and incurred so many dangeis.* 

The states-geneial and the whole 
national pai ty regarded, with prophetic 
dismay, the approaching dismember- 
ment of their common country. Thej^ 
sent deputation on deputation to the 
Walloon states, to warn them of their 
danger, and to avert, if possible, the 
fatal moosiire. Meantime, as by the 
alieody accomplished movement, the 
“generality" was fast disappearing, 
and was indeed but the shadow of its 
foimer self, it seemed necessary to 
m.ake a vigorous effort to restore some- 
tUing hko unity to the stiugglmg 
conuti y. The Ghent Pacification had 
been their outci wall, ample enough 
and stiong enough to enclose and to 
lirotcct all the provinces. Treachery 
and religious ftiuaticism had under, 
mined the hulw ark almost as soon as 
1 eai cd. The ivhole beleaguered country 
w.is in danger of beooimng utter’y ex- 
posed to a foe who grew daily mors 
thieateuing. As in besieged cities, a 
sudden breastwork is throivn up in- 
trmaliy, when the outward defences 
arc crumbling — so the eneigy of Orange 
had been silently preparing the Union ' 
of Utrecht, as a tempoiary defence 
until the foe should be beaten back, 
and there should bo time to decide on 
their future course of action.* 
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During the whole month ot Decem- 
ber, an o^ye oorreapondence had been 
carried on by the Prince and his hi'other 
J ohn with various agentsin Qelderiand, 
Friesland, and Oionmgen, as well as 
with influential personages in the luore 
central provinces and cities ^ Gelder- 
land, the natural bulwaik to HoUand 
and Zealand, commanding the four 
great rivers o{ the count^, had been 
fortunately placed under the govern- 
ment of the trusty John of Nassau, 
that province being warmly in favour 
of a closer union with its sister pro- 
vinces, and particularly with those 
more nearly allied to itself m religion 
and in language. 

Already, in December(1678), Count 
John, in behalf of his brother, had laid 
befoie the states of Holland and l^ea- 
land, assembled at Glorcum, the project 
of a new union with " Gelderland, 
Ghent, Friesland, Utrecht, Overyssel, 
-■•ind Groningen.”’ The proposition 
had been favourably entertamed, and 
commiasioners had been appointed to 
confer with other coinmisaioners at 
Utrecht, whenever they should be 
summoned by Count John. 7be 
Prince, with the silence and caution 
Which belonged to his whole policy, 
chose not to be tho ostensible mover 
in the plan himself. He did not choose 
to startle unnecessarily the Archduke 
JUiattbiaa — the cipher who had been 
placed by his side, whose sudden suh- 
tiaction would occasion more loss than 
his presence had conferred benefit. 
He did not choose to be ciied out upon 
as infringing the Ghent Pacification, 
although the whole woild knew that 
' treaty to be hopelessly annulled. For 
these and many other weighty motives, 
I he proposed that the new Union should 
be the apparent work of other hands, 
1 Sind only oSeved bim mid to tbA 
' country, when nearly completed. 

' After various preliminaiy meetings 
„ in December and January, the deputies 
of Gelderland and Zutfen, with Count 
John, stadholder of these provinces. 


1 Oioen V. Pnnstcror, vL 479, sqq , <39, 
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at their head, met with the deputies 
of Holland, Zealand, and the pTovmees 
between the Hms and the Lauwn-s, 
early in January, 1679, and on the 
23d of that month, without waiting 
longer for the deputies of the other 
piovmces, they agreed provisionally 
upon a treaty of unio% which was 
published afterwards on the 29th, 
fiom the Town House of Utrecht^ 

This memorable document — which 
is ever regaidcd as the foundation of 
the Ketherland Bepublic — contained 
twenty-six articles.* 

The preamble stated the object of 
the union. It was to strengthen, not 
to forsake the Ghent Pacification, al- 
ready nearly annihilated hy theuforce 
of foieign soldiery. For this j/m-pose, 
and in order more conveniently to 
defend themselves against their fpes, 
the deputies of Gcldeiland, Zutfen, 
Holland, Zealand, Utiecht, and tho 
Frisian provinces, thought it desiiahle 
to form a still do- or union. The con- 
tracting provinces agreed to remain 
eternally united, as if they were but 
one province. At the same time, it 
was understood that each was to retain 
its particular privileges, liberties, laud- 
able and traditionary customs, and 
other Uw's The cities, corporations, 
and inhabitants of every province w'oio 
to be guaranteed as to their ancient 
constitutionB. Disputes conceiiiing 
these vanouB statutes and customs 
were to be decided by the usual 
Uibunals, by " good men," or by ami- 
cable compromise. The provinces, by 
virtue of the Union, were to defend 
each other "with life, goods, and 
blood," against all force bought against 
them in the King’s name ck- behalf. 
Theywcie also to defend each other 
against all foreign or domestic potcii- 
tatieSjpTOvinces, oi eiLtiea,pveiwde<l'i?adi 
defence were controlled by the " gene- 
inlity” of the union.* For the expense 
occasioned by the protection of the 
provinces, certain imposts and excises 
were to be equally assessed and coUect- 
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ed. Ko truce or peace was to be con- 
cluded, no war commenced, no impost 
established affeotmg the “ generality,” 
but by unanimous advice and consent 
of the provinces. Upon other matters 
the- majoiity was to decide; the votes 
being t^en m the manner then custom- 
ary in the aracmbly of states-generol. 
In case of mfflculty in coming to a 
unanimous vote when required, the 
matter was to he referred to the stad- 
holders then in office. In case of 
their inability to agree, they u ere to 
appoint arbitrators, by whose decision 
the parties weie to be governed. 
None of the united prorinces, or of 
their cities or corporations, were to 
make ^eaties with other potentates or 
states, without consent of their con- 
federatea If neighbouring princes, 
pro«ncoB, or cities, wished to enter 
intoThis confederacy, they were to be 
received by the unanimous consent of 
the united provinces. A common 
currency was to be established for the 
confederacy. In the matter of divine 
worship, Holland and Zealand were to 
conduct themselves as they should 
think proper. The other provinces of 
the union, however, were either to 
conform to the religious peace already 
laid down by Archduke Matthias and 
his council, or to make such other 
arrangemeiits as each province should 
for itself consider appropriate for the 
maintenance of its intcenm tranquillity 
— ^provided always that every mdi- 
vidual should remain free in his 
religion, and that no man should be 
molested or questioned on the subject 
of divine woi^ip, os had been alieady 
established by^e Ghent Pacification.^ 
As a cerjsuu dispute arose concerning 
the meaning of this important dause, 
an additions aparagraph was inserted 
a few days aftei-wards. In this it was 
stated that there was no intention of 
excluding from the confederacy any 
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province or city which was wholly 
Catholic, or in which the number A 
the Beformed was not sufficiently 
large to entitle them, by the religious 
peace, to public worship. On the 
contrary, the intention was to admit 
them, provided they obemd the articles 
of union, and conducted themselves as 
good patriots; it being intended that 
no province or city ^ould interfere 
with another m the matter of divmo 
service. Disputes between two pro- 
vinces were to be decided by the 
others, or — in case the generality were 
concerned — by the provisions of the 
ninth article. 

The confederates were to assemble 
at Utrecht whenever summoned by 
those commismoned for that puriiose. 
A majority of votes was to deci^ on 
matters then brought before them, 
even m case of tho absence of some 
members of the confederacy, wh- 
might, however, send written proxies 
Additions or amendments to these ai 
tides could only ho made by unanim 
ons consent. The articles were to b 
signed by tho stadholdem, magistrate! 
and pnnoipal officers of each proviuo 
and city, and by all the tnun-hands 
fraternities, and sodalities whioh- 
might exist in the citaes or villages of 
tho union.’ 

Such were the simple provisions of 
that instiumciit which became the 
foundation of the powerful Common- 
w ealth of the United Nctherlonds On 
the day whea it was concluded, there 
were present deputies from five pro- 
vuices only.* Count John of Nassau 
signed fiist, as stadholder of Gelder- 
land and Zutfen. His signature was 
followed by those of four dsputies 
from that double province; and the 
envoys of Holland, Zealand, Utrecht 
and the Fiisian provinces, then signed 
the document.* 

The Prince himself, although in 


His subsequent treason kept tbe city of 
Gnmmgcn out of tbe union, and it was not 
admitted till tbe year 1594 -.^Vog. vu. 266.) 
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realil^ ^ principal director of the 
moToment, delayed appending his sig- 
nature untilMay the Bd, 1679.^ Herein 
he was actuated by the reasons already 
stated, and by the hoiie which he still 
entertained i^t a wider union might 
be estabhshed, with Matthias for its 
nominal chief. His enemies^ as usuaa, 
attributed this patriotic delay to baser 
motives. They accused him of a desire 
to assume the govemor-generalship 
himself, to the exclusion of the Aich- 
duke — an insinuation which the states 
of Holland took occasion foi mally to 
denounce as a calumny.’ For those 
who have studied the character and 
history of the man, a defence against 
such slander is superfluous, Matthias 
was but the shadow, Orange the sub- 
stance. The Archduke had been ac- 
cepted only to obviate the evil effects 
of a political intrigue, and with the 
express condition that the Prince 
,-;ahou]d be his heutenaut-general in 
name, his master in fact. Directly 
after his departure in the following 
year, the fh'mce’s authority, which 
nominally departed also, was le-estab- 
lished in his own person, and by ex- 
press act of the states-general.' 

The Union of Utrecht was the foun- 
dation-stone of the Hetherland Ite- 
public; but the framers of the con- 
federacy did not intend the establish- 
ment of a Bepublic, or of an indepen- 
dent commonwealth of any kind. They 
had not forsworn the Spanish monarch. 
It was not yet their mtention to foi^ 
swear him. Certainly the act of union 
contained no allusion to such an im- 
portant step. On the contrary, in the 
brief preamble they expressly stated 
their mtention to strengthen the Ghent 
Pacification, and the Ghent Pacification 
acknowledged obedience to the King. 
They intended no political innovation 
of any kind. They expressly accepted 
matt^ as they were. *A11 statutes, 
charters, and privileges of provinces, 
cities, or corporations were to rem.ain 
untouched. They intended to form 
neither an independent state nor an 

^ Bor, 2, xili. 80. 
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independent federal system.’ Ho 
doubt the formal renuuciation of id 
logiance, which was to follow within 
two years, was contemplated by many 
as a future probability ; but it could 
not be foreseen with cei-tainty. 

The simple act of union was not 
regarded as the constitution c£ a com- 
monwealth. Its object was a single 
one — defence against a foreign oppi 
sor. The contracting parties bound 
themselves together to spend all their 
treasure and all their blood in expelling 
the foreign soldiery from their soil. 
To accomplish this purpose, they care- 
fully ahataiued from intenueddlmg 
with internal politics and with rehgion. 
Every man was to worship God ;,ccuid- 
ing to the dictates of hia conscience. 
Every combination of citizens, from 
the provincial states down to the j^um- 
blest rhetoric club, was to retam its 
ancieut constitution. The csUbliah 
ment of a Republic, which lasted tw o 
centuries, which threw a girdle of i ich 
dependencies entirely round the globe, 
and which attained so remaikablo a 
height of commercial prosperity and 
^htical influence, was the result of the 
Utrecht Umon ; but it was not a pre- 
meditated icsult. A state, single 
towaids the lesc of the woild, a unit 
in its external relations, while per- 
mitting internally a variety of sove- 
reignties and institutions — in many 
resiiects the piototype of our own 
much more extensive and powciful 
union — was destined to spiiug fiom 
the act thus signed by the envoys of 
fi\o provinces. Those envoys ueie 
acting, however, under the pre.feure 
of extreme necessity, «ud for what 
was believed an evimescoi'.t'^purposc. 
The future confederacy was not to 
resemble tlie syetem or tbo German 
empire, for it was to acknowledge no 
smgleheod. It was to dificr fiom the 
Achaian league, in the far iufeiior 
amount of power which it permitted 
to its general assembly, and in the 
consequently greater proporrion of 
sovereign attributes which were ro- 

» Klmt, I 180, 181, note 15 
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ta&ed by the indlTidual states. It 
was, on the other hand, to fvirnish a 
closer and more intimate bond than 
that of the Swiss confedera<7, which 
was only a union for defence and ex- 
ternal purposes, of cantons otherwise 
independent.^ It was, finally, to difihr 
from the Ajnerican federal common- 
wealth in the gieat feature that it was 
to be merely a confederacy of sove- 
reignties, not a representative Gepubhc. 
Ils foundation was a compact, not a 
constitution. The conti acting iiarbies 
were states and corpoiations, who con- 
sidered themselves as representing 
small nationalities de jure et de facto, 
and as succeeding to tlie supreme 
powei at the veiy instant m which 
allegiance to the Spanish monarch was 
1 enounced. The general assembly was 
a ejection of diplomatic envoys, hound 
by instructions from independeutstates 
The voting was not by heads, but by 
states. The deputies weis not repie- 
sentatives of the people, but of the 
states; for the people of the United 
States of the Kethcrlands never as- 
sembled — as did the people of the 
United States of America two ceutuiies 
later — to lay down a constitution, by 
which th^ granted a generous amount 
of power to the union, while they re- 
served enough of sovereign attributes 
to secure that local self government 
which is the life-blood of hberty. 

The Union of Utrecht, nan owed as 
it was to the nether poition of that 
country which, as a whole, might have 
foimed a commonwealth eo much more 
powerful, was m oiigin a proof of tins 
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lamentable want of patiiotism. Could 
the jealousy of great nobles, the ran- 
cour of rehgious difierences, the Ca- 
tholic bigotry of the IrValloon popula- 
tion on &e one side, contending wiA 
the democratic insanity of the Ghent 
populace on the other, have been re- 
stramed within hounds by the mode- 
rate counsels of William of Oiange, it 
would have been possible to umte 
seventeen provmces instead of seven, 
and to save many long and blighting 
years of civil wsr. 

The Utrecht Union was, however, 
of inestimable value. It was time for 
some step to be taken, if anarchy were 
not to reign until the inquisition and 
absolutism were restored. Already, 
out of Chaos and Night, the coming 
Bcpublic was asaummg suhstauce and 
foim. The union, if it created nothing 
else, at least constructed a league 
agamst a foreign foe whose armed 
masses w'ere poming faster and fastef 
into the territory of the provmces. 
Farther than this it did notpiopoae to 
go. It maintained what it found. Jt 
guaranteed religious liberty, and aic- 
oepted the civil and pohticai constitu- 
tions already in existence. Heantimc, 
the defects of those oonstitutions, al- 
though visible and sensible, had not 
grown to the large proportions which 
they were destined to attain. 

Thus by the Union of Utrecht on 
the one hand, and the fast approaching 
reconciliation of the Walloon provmces 
on the othoi, the unik of decomposi- 
tion and of construction went hand m 
hand. 


CHAPTEB II. 

Faria's ftint upon Antwerp— He invests Sfaestnclit— Hroutation and lettois &om the 
states-general, fi om Bi ussels, and fi om Fannn, to the tVuloon provinces — Active nego- 
tiations by Orange and by Faxnese— Walloon envoys in Fanna's camp before h^stiicht 
— h^tivitiee — The Treaty of Beconcibation — Kejoioinge of the royanst party — Comedy 
enacted at the Paris theatres — Hobgious tumults in Antwerp, Utrecht, and other cities 
—Religious Peace enfoiced by Oninge — Fhibp Egmontti unsuccessful attempt upon 
BrussSs— iilese of Uaestiicbt— Faduro it the Tongies gate— Minmg and coimtmmlmng 
— Fai tial destruction of the Tongrea ravelin — Simultaneous attack upon the Tongres and 
Bois le Due g^os — The Spanuuds repulsed with gloat loss — Gindual enerooehmants of 
the hesisgers — Bloody conteets— The town taken — Horrible massscie — Tnumpbid 
entianca and solemn thanksgiving — Calummous attacks upon Orange— Bmwved 
. troubles in Ghent — ^Imbise and Damenus — ^Xbo presence of the Fiineo soliAtted— Goap 
d'ftat of Imbizo— -Order restored, and Imbizo expelled by Orange. 
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Tbb political moTcments in liotli di- 
redaona were to be hastened by tbs 
military operations of the opening sea- 
son. On the night of the 2d of March, 
1579, the Prince of Parma made a de- 
monstration against Autwoip. A body 
of three thousand Scotch and English, 
lying at Borgeihout, was rapidly diaven 
in, and a warm skirmish ensued, di- 
rectly under tlie walls of the city 
The Prince of Orange, with the Arch- 
duke Matthias, being in Antn-erp at 
the time, remained on the fortiUcations, 
superintending the action, and Parma 
was obhged to retire after an hour or 
two of sharp dghtmg, with a loss of 
four hundred men.* This demonstrar 
tion was, however, only a feint. His 
real design was upon Maeatricht, be- 
fore which important city he appeared 
m gieat force, ten dajs afterwards, 
when he was least expected ’ 

'Well fortihed, surrounded by a broad 
•imd deep moat, built upon both sides 
of the Meuse, upon the right hauk of 
whiah river, however, the portion of 
the town was so inconsideiable that it 
was merely called the village of Wyk, 
this key. to the German gate of the 
fTetherlands was, unfortunateiy, in 
brave but feeble bands. The gai nson 
was hardly one thousand strong; the 
trained hands of hurgheis amounted to 
twelve hundred more ; while between 
three and four thousand peasants, who 
had taken refuge withm the city walls, 
did excellent service as sappeis and 
minera. Parma, on the other hand, 
had appeared before the walls with 
twenty thousand men, to which ntun- 
ber he received constant reinfoice- 
ments. The Bishop of Liege, too, had 
sent him four thousand pioneers — a 
most important sen-ice; for mining 
.and countermming was to decide the 
fate of Maestricht.'* 

Eaily in January the royalists had 
surprised the strong chateau of Cai-pen, 
in '&e neighbourhood of the city, upon 
which occasion the garrison wei-e all 
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hanged by moonlight on the trees in 
the orchai d. The commandant shared 
their fate ; and it is a cunous fact that 
he had, precisely a year previously, 
hanged the royalist captain, Blnmacrt, 
on the same spot, who, with the rope 
around his neck, had foretold a like 
doom to his destroyer.* o 

The Prince of Orange, feeling tlio 
danger of Maestricht, lost no tune in 
wai-mng the states to the necessary 
measuies, imploiiug them "not to fall 
asleep in the shade of a peace negotia^ 
tion," ® while meantime Parma thiow 
two biidges over the Meuse, above and 
below the city, and then invested the 
place so closely that all communica- 
tion was absolutely suspended. i I.ct- 
teis could pass to and fro only at ex- 
treme peril to the messengeis, and all 
possibility of reinforcing the citjt at 
the moment was out off" 

While this eventful seige was pro- 
ceedmg, the negotiations with the 
Walloons were ripening. The siego 
and the conferences went hand in 
hand. Besides the secret arrangements 
ah-cody described for tbe separotion of 
the Walloon provinces, there had been 
much earnest and eJoguent romon- 
stiance on the pait of the states-gcncial 
and of Oi ango — many solemn embassies 
and public appeals. As usual, the Paci- 
fication of Ghent was the two-sulcd 
shield which hung between the pai ties 
to cover or to justify the blows which 
each dealt at the other. There is no 
doubt as to the real opinion enter- 
tained concemmg that famous treaty 
by the royal party. " Through the 
peace of Ghent," said Saint Vaast, 
“all our woes have iteen brought 
upon us.” La Motte informeh' P.irma 
that it w'a.s necessai-y to pretend 
a respect for the Pacification, how- 
ever, on account of its populiiity, 
hut that it was well understood by 
the leaders of the Walloon movement, 
that the intention was to restore the 
system of Charles the Fifth. Parma 
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aignified Ilia conaent to midee use o£ upon them, mthout moving, as thojr 
tliat treaty as a baas, “ provided always were admitted to his presence ; “ look* 
it were interpreted he^thily, and not ing like a dead man, from whom the 
dislocated by caviUations and sinister soul had entirely depaited.” Becover- 
interpolations, as had been done by the mg afterwards from this stony trance 
Prince of Orange.” The Malcontent of indignation, he demanded a ^ht 
generals of the Walloon troops were of their instructions. This they court- 
inexpressibly amdoua lest the cause of eously refused, as they were accredited 
religion should be endangered ; but the not to him, but to the states of Artois, 
arguments by which Parma convinced At this he fell into a violent passion, 
those military casuists as to the coni- and thi-eatened them with signal chas- 
patahility of the Oheut peace with tiscment for daring to come thither 
sound doctrine have already been ex- with so treasonable a purpose. In 
bibited The indueuce of the recuii- ^ort, according to their own expres- 
ciled nobles was brought to bear with sion, he treated them ” as if they had 
fatal effect upon the states of Aitois, been rogues end vagabonds.”^ The 
Pbunault, and of a portion of French Marqms of Havrii, high-hom though 
Flanders. Tho GalUc element in their he was, had been sufficiently used to 
blood, and an intense attachment to the such conduct The man who Iiad 
’Roman ceremonial, which distinguished successively served and betrayed every 
the«Wa]loon population fiom tiieir party, who had been the obsequions 
Batavian brethren, were used success- liiend and the avowed enemy of Dm 
fully by the wily Parma to destroy tha John within tho same fortnight, and 
unity of the revolted Netherlands.^ who had been able to swallow and uf 
Moreover, the Kmg offered good terms, wardly digest many an insult from 
The monarch, feelmg aafe on the reli- tiiat fieiy warrior, was erea fftia 
giouB point, was willing to make liberal to brook the insolence of Bobert 
promises upon the pohtical quostiona Melun. 

In truth, the great grievance of which The papers which the deputation 
the WaUoons complmued wos the mso- had brought were ffnaUy laid before 
lence and intolerable outrages of the the states of Artois, and received re- 
foreign soldiers. This, they said, had plies os prompt and bitter os the ad- 
slone made them malcontent.’ It was, dresses were earnest and doquent. 
therefore, obviously the cue of Parma The Walloons, nhen summoned to 
to promise the immediate departure of hold to that aigis of national unity, 
the troops. This could he done the the Ghent peace, leplied that it was 
more easily, as he had no intention of not they, hut the heretic portion of 
keeping the promise. the states-general, who were for dash- 

Meantime the efforts of Orange, and ing it to the ground. The Ghent 
of the states-general, where his mSu- tieaty was never intended to impair 
ence was still paramount, were imoeas- the supremacy of tho CathoUo religion, 
ing to counteaRt the policy of Parma, said those provinces, which were al- 
A depuAtion was appointed by the ready on the point of separating for 
generality to visit the estates of the ever fiom the rest. The Ghent treaty 
Walloon prdVmces.’ Another was was intended expressly to destroy the 
sentf by the authorities of Brussels, inquisition and the pl^rds, ausweied 
The Marquis of Havid, with several the national porty. Moreover, the 
colleagues on behalf of tha states- "very marrow of that treaty”* was 
gener^, waited upon the Viscount of the departure of the foreign soldiers, 
Ghent, by whom they were received who were even then oveminning the 
with extreme insolence. He glared laud. The Walloons answered that 

1 Bor, Hoofd, Btrada, ubi sup Archives, a Bsporfc of tho CoDuniasioners, Bor, xiff 
-itC , do la htaiaon d’Oraugo, vi CIO-CIS. 45. 

a Strada, 3 , i. 5(t 51. 

> Bor, xiil. 87, 88. HdoCcI, xt. 828, sqq, • '‘Desabstiintie en prindpael merg van 
feteren, ix. 150, 151. ^ mJ-'o psdtjatio "—Bor, xiu. 89. 




AIathtii !^ liad expreedy conceded tlie I perture aa nusduef-malcoTe and reLeli 
\nthdia\nd of iihe troopa. "Believe They retunied, accordingly, to Bma- 
not the fluting and the piping of the aela, hringing the vriitten answers 
crafty' foe,” urged the paiaiots.* “Pro- which the estates had vouchsafed to 
misea are made profusely enough — ^but send * 

only to lure you to perdition. Your The atatea-general, too, inspired by 
enemies allow you to slake your hunger William of Orange, addressed a solemn 
and thirst with this idle hope of Oie appeal to their sister prftvinces, thus 
troops’ departure, but you are stUl in about to abjure the bonds of relation- 
fettera, although the cl^n be of Span- ship for ever.* It seemed right, once 
ish pinchbeck, which you mistake for for all, to grapple with the Ghent 
gold. “ ’Tia not wc,“ cried the Wal- Pacification for the last time, and to 
looiiB, “who wish to sepai ate from the stnke a final blow in defence of that 
generality; 'tie the generality which large, statesmanlike interpretation, 
separates from ua. We had rather which alone could make the treaty 
die the death than not maintain the Ih'e. This was done eloquently and 
union.”* In the veiy same breath, logically. Tho Walloons were re- 
however, they boasted of tho excellent minded that at the epoch of the 
terms which the monai ch was offering, Ghent peace the number of Eef ormei s 
and of their strong inclination to ac- outside of Holland and Zealand was 
ceptthem. “ Kings, struggling to re- supposed small. Now the new«keh- 
cover a lost authority, always promise gion liad spread its roots through the 

C ” a mountains and every sort of whole land, and innumerahle umlti- 
les,” replied the patriots ; • hut tudes desii ed its exercise. If Holland 
the warning was utteied in vain. and Zuiland chose to re-establish the 

Meantime the deputation from the Catliohc worship within their borders, 
city of Brussels amved on the 28th of they could manifestly do so without 
March at Mons, in Hainault, where violating the treaty of Ghent. Wliy 
they were received with great cour- then was it not competent to otlier 
tesy ly Count de Lslain, governor of provinces, with equal allegiance to the 
tho province. The enthusiasm with treaty, to sanction the Beformed roll- 
which he had espoused the cause of gion within their hmits?® 

Queen Margaret and her brother Anjou Parma, on his part, publicly invited 
had cooled, but the Count received the states-goneral, by letter, to sustain 
the Brussels envoys with a kindness the Ghent treaty by accepting the 
in marked oonti-ost with the brutality terms offered to the Walloons, and by 
ofMelun. He made many fine speeches restoring the system cf the Erapeior 
— protestiiig his attachment to the Cb.irlcs, of very lofty memory To 
union, for which he was ready to shed tins supeifluous invitation tho states- 
the lort drop of his blood — entei-tained general replied, on the 19th of March, 
the deputies at dmner, proposed toasts that it had been the system of the 
to the prosperity of the united pro- Emperor Charles, of lofty memory, to 
vdnees, and dismissed his guests at hast maintain the supremacy of' Catbuli- 
with many flowery professions. After cism and cf Majesty in tho Nether- 
dancing attendance for a few days, lauds by burning Notheilandeo— a 
however, upon the estates of the Wal- custom which the states, with ooni- 
loon provinces, both sets of deputies inon accord, had thought it desirabli 
were warned to take their instant de- to do away with.’’ 



In vaiious forvently-wiitten appeals 
by Orange, by the etatee-genei-al, and 
by other bodies, the irayering pro- 
vinces were warned against seduction. 
They were reminded that the Prince 
of Parma was using this minor nego- 
tiation “ as a second string to his bow , ” 
that nothings could be more puerile 
jhon to suppose the Spaniards capable, 
after securing Maestncht, of 'sending 
away their troops — ^thus “desertmg 
the bride in the midst of the honey- 
moon.” They expi C'Cd astoiii.shment 
at being hinted to abandon the gi cat 
and general tieaty which had been 
made upon the theatre of the whole 
world by the inteivention of the prin- 
cipal princes of Chnstendom, in order 
to paitake in underhand negotiation 
with the conimissioneis of Paimo — 
mens “ who, it would not be denied, 
were felons and traitors.” They 
warned their bictlircn not to embaik 
on the enemy’s ships in the dark, for 
that, while chaffering as to the price 
cf the voyage, they would find that 
the false pilots had hoisted sail and 
borne them away in the night. In 
lain would they tlion seek to reach 
the shore again. The example of La 
Motte and others, “biid-limed with 
Spanish gold,” should be salutary for 
oil — ^men who were now driven for- 
waid with a ivhip, laughed to scorn by 
their now masters, and forced to diink 
tho bitter draught of humiliation along 
with tho sweet poison of biilwry. 
They were warned to study well the 
interoqited letters of Curiel, in order 
fully to fathom the deep designs and 
secret contempt of the enemy ‘ 

Such havmjf been the result of the 
negotiations between the statcs-gencral 
and the 'Walloon provincos, a strong 
deputation no^Sr went forth from those 
provfiioes, tow.irds the end of Apnl, to 
hold a final colloquy with Parma, then 
already busied with the investment of 
JIaeatricht. They were met upon the 
road with great ceremony, and escorted 
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into the presence of Famese with 
drum, trumpet, and flaunting banners.’ 
He received them with stately affabi- 
lity, in a magnificently dccor.atcd 
pavilion, careUssly inviting them to a 
repast, which he called an afternoon’s 
lunch, but which proved a most 
sumptuous aud splendidly appointed 
entertoinment.’ This "tnfling foolish 
banquet” finished, the deputies were 
escorted, with great militaiy parade, 
to the lodgings Which had hern pro- 
vided for them in a neighbouring 
village. During the period of their 
visit, all tile chief officers of the army 
and the household were directed to 
entertain the AValloons with showy 
festivals, dinners, suppers, d.anccs, and 
carousals of all kinds. At one of the 
most brilliant of these revels — a mag- 
nificent ball, to which all the matrons 
and maids of the u hole country round 
had been bitldcn — the Piince of Parma 
himself unexpectedly made his appeal^ 
ance. He gently rebuked the enter- 
tainers for indulging in such splendid 
hospitality without, at least, permit- 
ting him to partake of it. Charmingly 
aiiable to the ladies assembled in 
the ball-room, courteous, but shghtly 
reserved, towards tho Walloon envoys, 
he oxcitcd the admiration of all by the 
splendid decorum of his manners. As 
he moved thiough the hails, modula- 
j ting his steps in grave cadence to tho 
music, the dignity and giace of his 
deportment seemed truly majestic ; 
but when he actually danced a measure 
himself tho enthusi.'i.sm was at its 
heiglit.* They should, indeed, ho 
rustics, cried the Walloon envoys in a 
bieath, not to give the hand of feUow- 
ship at once to a Prince so condescend- 
ing and amiable ’ The exclamation 
seemed to embody the general wish, 
and to foreshadow a speedy con- 
clusion. 

Very soon afterwards a preliminary 
accord was signed between the King a 
government and the W alloon provinces. 

appcUabaut, excoptl sunt " — Stiodo, 2. L 
hi 

* Stradii, 2, 1. 63, who deaenbog the soene 
with laughable gravity, 

^ IbiA — *‘AgxeBtes se plua niiuio vlaum 
irl, alai adeo bonl^ amablUsque fngenfl 
viro msunsdaTont,’’ • 


Tha proj^ions on his Majesty's part 
were sufficiently liberal. The religi- 
ous question furnishing no obstacle, it 
was comparatively easy for Philip to 
appear benignant It was etipulated 
tbtt the provincial privileges should 
be respected; that a member of the 
King’s o\\ n family, legitimately bom, 
shomd always be Govemor-Oeneral, 
and that the foreign troops should be 
immediately withdrawn,^ The official 
exchange and ratification of this ti eaty 
were delayed till the 4th of the follow- 
ing September,^ but the ncivs that 
the reconciliation had been definitely 
settled soon spread through the 
countiy. The Catholics were elated, 
the patriots dismayed. Orange — ^the 
"Prince of Dai knesa," •* as the Walloons 
of the day were fond of calling him — 
still unwiUing to dosp.iir, reluctant to 
accept this dismembei-ment, which he 
foresaw was to be a peipetual one, of 
Lis beloved country, addressed the 
most passionate and solemn adjura- 
tions to the Walloon provinces, and to 
their military chieftains. He offered 
all his chUdreu as hostages for his 
good faith in keeping sacredly any 
covenant which his Catholic countiy- 
men might be willing to close with 
him. It was in vain. The step was 
irretrievably taken; religious bigotry, 
atrician jealousy, and wholesale 
libery, had severed the Hetherlands 
in twain for ever. The friends of 
Bomanism, the enemies of civil and 
religious liberty, exulted from one 
end of Christendom to the other, and 
it was recognised that Parma hod, 

a The preliminaiy accord was signed May 
IT, 1570. A copy waa aont by the I’rmoo ot 
Orange to the united states, on August 1, 
1570. — Bor, xui. 05-08. Tintado do Recon- 
Mliocion de Iss Provincias d* Artois, Ilaynaii, 
Idllcs Douoy, y Orclucs , Bca Prov. Wall , 
ill. f 280-206 MS. The terms of the treaty 
were not bad. The Giicut Fauiiication nos 
to be maiutidned and the foreiga troopa 
wora to be removed. Unfortunately tlie 
secret correspondence of the parties shuns 
that the fidthfUl observance of that jiacifica- 
tfoa was very far from their thoughts, 
while the subsequent history of the country 
was to prove the removal of the troofis to 
have been a comedy, in which the pruicipaL 
actor soon ronounced the part whlou ho had 
rniiotantly consented; to sustain. 

^ Boo. Prov Wall , ui. f. 17j^ 180. MS.— 


indood, achieved a victory which 
although bloodless, was as imporbrnt 
to tbs cause of absolutism as any 
which even his sword was likely to 
achieve. 

The joy of the Catdiolio party in 
Palis manifested itself in a variety of 
ways. At the princip.-!!,, theatre ' an 
uncouth pantomime was exhibited, m 
which his Cathohe Majesty was intro- 
duced ujion the stage, leading by a 
halter a sleek cow, typifying the No- 
tberlanda. The animal by a sudden 
effort, broke tbo cord, and capered n ild- 
ly about. Alexander of Parma kiat- 
ened to taaten the fragments together 
while sundry personages, representing 
the states-gencral, seized her hy the 
horns, some leaping upon her back, 
others calling upon the bystanders to 
assist in holding the restiie ^.^st 
The Emperor, the King of France, aiid 
the Queen of England — which bast per- 
sonage waa observed now to smile upon 
one party, now to affect deep syiiii.v 
thy with the other — remained statMii- 
ary ; but the Duke of Alenjon rudiod 
upon the stage, and caught the cow 
by the tail. The Prince of Oiango 
and Hans Cosimir then appeared wiili 
a bucket, and set themselves busily to 
milk her, when Alexander again seized 
the halter. The cow gave a plunge, 
upset the pail, prostrate Casimirwith 
one kick and Orange with anotlicr, 
and then followed Parma with docility 
as he led her bock to Philip * This 
seems not vei-y "admii-able fooluig," 
but it was highly relished by the }io- 
hte Parisians of the sixteenth centiiiT, 

Thero is somethmf^ olmos^isotnic m the pre- 
amble to the rataficatioii '*Ccctam good 
personages in our provinces of Artois,*' etc, 
says Philip, '* zealous in the sorvico of (lod, 
and desirous to escape dadl^cr to thoirpio- 
peity, and seeing the attempt to e^Hbli-rh 
over the ecclesiastics, nobles, anil good bni- 
gcsses, a popular tyranny, wliich, by c\f*r- 
bitaut contributions, is gnaising the nation 
to the bone, having at length opened their 
own eyes, have done thoir boat to awaken 
thoir neighbours, " etc. 

* IjO Pimco d'Oi engea, qu'ils nommerent 
en ce temps Pnneo doe Tcnihies,” etc — 
Ecnom do Fi^ince, iv. o xii , MS, At 
in poor Tom's phi*aso, the prince of dar*:* 
ness was a geutloman.” 
i • Str.'ula, 2, 1. > lUd., S, 1. 


ind has been thought worthy oj record 
by classical historians. 

The Walloon accord was an auspici- 
ous prdude, in the eyes of the Mends 
of absolutism, to the negotiations 
which were opened in the month of 
Hay, at Cologne. Before sketching, 
as rapidly as^ossible, those celebrated 
but barren conferences, it is necessary, 
for the sake of unity in the narratire, 
to cast a glance at certain synchronical 
events in different parts of the Nether- 
lands. 

The success attained by the Catholic 
party in the Walloon negotiations had 
caused a coirespondmg bittemess m 
the hearts of the Beformers through- 
out tl^ country. As usual, bittemess 
had begot bitterness; intolerance en- 
gendered intolerance. On the 28th of 
Ma^ 1579, as the Catholics of Ant- 
werp weie celebrating the Ommegang 
— the same festival wliich had been 
the exciting cause of the memorable 
tumults of the year sixty-fire — ^the ir- 
ritation of the populace could not be 
repreascd-i The mob rose in its wrath 
to put down these demonstrations — 
which, taken in connection with recent 
erente^ seemed lU-timed and insolent 
— of a religion whose votaries then 
formed but a small minority of the 
Antwerp citizens. There was a gicat 
tumult. Two pel sous were killed. 
The Archduke Matlhi.as, 1 . ho was him- 
self m the C'athcdiul of Notre Uame 
assistuig at the ceremony, was in dan- 
ger of his life. The well known cry 
of "paajjen uit ” (out with the papists) 
resounded through the streets, and the 
priests and monks were all hustled out 
of town amid i^mpest of execrations.^ 
Oiange 4id his utmost to quell the 
mutmy, nor were his effoits fruitless 
— for Idle uproar, although seditious 
and disgraceful, was hardly sanguinary. 
Next day the Friiice summoned the 
magistracy, the Monday council, the 
guild officers, with all the chief muni- 
cipal functionaries, and expiessed his 
indignation in decided terms.. He pro- 
tested that If such tumults, originating 
in ^t veif spirit of intol^ance which 

<»»Bor, xili ST. 
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lie tnost deploredy could npt be repress* 
ed for the future, he was determined 
to resign his offices, and no longer to 
affect auihority in a city whei'e his 
counsels were derided. The magis- 
trates, alarmed at his threats, and sym- 
pathising with his anger, implored 
him not to desert them, protesting 
that if he should resign his offices, 
they would instantly lay down their 
own. An ordinance was then drawn 
up and immediately proclaimed at the 
Town House, permittiiig the Catholics 
to re-entor the city, and to enjoy the 
privUeges of religious worship. At the 
same time, it was announced that a 
new dioft of a lebgious peace would 
bo foithwith issued for ^e adoption 
of every city.“ 

A similar tumult, arising from the 
same cause, at Utrecht, was attended 
with the hke result.* Ontheotherhand, 
the city of Brussels was astonished by 
a feeble and unsucceaaful attempt^ at 
treason, made by a youth who bore an 
illustrious name. Philip, Count of 
Egmont, eldest son of the unfortunate 
Lamoral, had command of a regiment 
in the service of the states. He had, 
beside^ a small body of cavahy in im- 
mediate attendance upon hie person. 
He had for some time felt inebnod — 
like the Lahtina, Melons, La Mottes, 
anil others — to reconcile himself with 
the Crown, and ho wisely thought that 
the terms accorded to him would bo 
more liberal if he could bring the 
capital of Bi abant w'lth him as a peace- 
offcriug to his Majesty. His residence 
w'os m Brussels. Uis regiment was 
stationed outside the gates, but m the 
immediate neighbourhood of the city. 
On the morning of the 4th of June he 
despatched his zroopera — as had been 
fiequently his custom — on various er- 
rands uito the country. On their re- 
turn, after having summoned the regi- 
ment, they easily mastered and bntch- 
eied the guard at the gate through, 
which they had le-entoied, supplying 
their place with men from their own 
ranks. The Egmont regiment then 
came marching through the gate in 

‘Ibid, ro-rs. - 
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good order — Count Philip at their 
head — and proceeded to station them- 
adveB upon the Qrande Place in the 
centre of the city. All this was at 
dawn of day. The burghers, who look- 
ed forth from their houses, were as- 
tounded and perplexed by this tuore- 
ment at so unwonted an hour, and 
hastened to seize their weapons. Eg- 
mont sent a detadunent to taka pos- 
session of the palace. Ha was too 
late. Colonel Yan der Tympel, com- 
mandant of the city, had been before- 
hand with him, Imd got his troops 
under arms, and now secured the re- 
bellious detachment. Heontame, the 
alarm had spread. Armed burghers 
come from every house, and barricades 
were hastily tlnown up across every 
one of the narrow streets leading to 
the square. Every issue was closed. 
Hot a man of Egmont’s adherents — ^if 
he indeed had adherents among the 
^ewnsmen — dared to dhew his face. 
The young traitor and his whole regi- 
ment, drawn up on the Qrande Place, 
were completely entrapped. He had 
not taken Brussels, but assuredly 
BruaselB had taken him. All day long 
be was kept in his self-elected prison 
and pillory, bursting with rage and 
shame. His soldiers, who were with- 
out meat or drink, became insolent 
and uproarious, and he was doomed 
also to hear the bitter and well-mented 
taunts of the towns-people. A thou- 
Bond stinging gibes, suggested by bts 
name and the looalrty, were mercilessly 
launched upon him. He was asked rf 
he came lather to eeek his father’s 
head. He was remuided that the mor- 
row was the anniversary of that father's 
murder — ^upon that very spot — by 
those with whom the son womd now 
make his treasonable peace. He was 
bidden to tear up but a few stones 
from the pavement beneath bis feet, 
that the hero's blood might cry out 
against him from the very ground.^ 
Tears of shame and fury sprang from 
the young man's eyes^ as he Instened 
to these biting Bareasms, but the night 
dosed upon that memorable square, 

1 Oor, zbi. 66 Hootj, jcv 638 
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and stall the Count was a prisoner. 
Eleven years before, the summer stars 
had looked down upon a more dense 
array of armed men within that place 
The preparations for the poni]ious ami 
dramatic execution, which on the mor- 
row was to startle all Eui-ope, had 
been carried out in tl^ midst of a 
bushed and overawed population ; and 
now, on the very anniversary of the 
midnight in which that scaffold li.id 
risen, should not the grand spectre of 
the victim have started from the gi'ave 
to chide his traitorous son < 

Thus for a whole day and night was 
the baffled conspirator coinpollcd to 
remain in the ignominious po«iU(in 
which be had selected for L’miclf. 
On the morning of the Stli of Juno 
he was permitted to depait, by a some- 
what inexphcable indulgence, tnggtlirr 
with all his followers. He rodo out of 
the gate at early dawn, contemptible 
and crest-fallen, at the bead of bis 
regiment of traitors, and shortly afU i 
wards — pillaging, and levying U o 1. 
mail as he went — made lus way to 
Montigny's quarteie.* 

It might have seemed natiir.il, oftri 
such an exhibition, that Philiji llg- 
mont should accopt his ch.iruclcr of 
renegade, and confess his intention of 
reconciling himself with the mm derm 
of his father. On the oontraiy, bo 
addressed a letter to the mngi^tiacy 
of Brussels, denying with vehoiiiciice 
“ any intention of joining the p.irty of 
the pernicious Spamards," warmly pro- 
testmg his zeal and affection for the 
states, and denouncing the “pciveise 
inventors of these caltimuiGs agiun-.t 
him as the worst enensucs of thu pour 
afflicted country," The mfigistmloa 
lepUed by eiqiressing their uiability 
to comprehend how the Coimt, v.bo 
had suffered villanons wrongs friuii 
the Spamards, such as he could never 
Bufflciently deplore or avengo, should 
over be willing to enatave himself to 
those tyrants. Heverthcless, exactly 
at the moment of this correspondence, 
Egmont was in close negotiation with 
Spain, having fifteen days^before-.the 

hem von passlo autoproiighen,"eto — IViit 
KooM, ubi sun. 
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date of his letter to tiie Bruesela of deaths by which ite capture was at 
senate, conveyed to Parma his resoln- last effected, was probably equ^ to 
tion to “ embrace the cause of his that of a moiety of the population.' 
hOijesty and the ancient religion" — To the technied mind, the siege no 
4n intention which he vaunted him- doubt seemed a beautiful creation of 
self to have proved “by cutting the human intdligence. To the honest 
throats of three companies of states’ student of history, to the lover of 
soldiers at jffivelle, Orondmont, and human progress, such a manifestation 
Ninove." Parma h^ already written of intellect seems a sufficiently sod 
to communicate the intelligence to exhibition. Given, a city with strong 
the King, and to beg encoui^ement walls and towers, a slender garrison 
for the Ootmt. In September, the and a devoted population on ouo side; 

monarch wrote a letter to Egmont, a consummate chieftain on the other, 
full of gratitude and promises, to with an army of veterans at his back, 
which the Count replied by express- no mterruption to fear, and a long 
ing hvely gratification that his Ha- season to work in ; it would not seem 
jesty was pleased with his little ser- to an unsophisticated mind a very 
vices, by avowing profound attachment lofty exploit for the soldier to cany 
to Church and &ng, and by asking the city at the end of four Inonths' 
eagerly for money, together with the hard labour. 

govenment of Alost. He soon be- The investment of Haestrieht was 
came singularly importunate for re- commenced upon the 12th of Harch 
wards and promotion, demanding, 1579. In the city, besides the popul^ 
among other posts, the command of tion, there were two thousand peasaniS, 
the “band of ordnance," which had both men and women, a garrison ol 
been his father’s. Parma, in reply, one thousand soldiers, and a timned 
was prodigal of promises, reminding burgherguard,numberingabon'ttwelve 
the young noble “that he was serving hundred.'* The name of the tuilitery 
a sovereign who weU knew how to re- commandant was Melchior. Sebastian 
waref the dMiagmsilieif expAiihr of hor Skppnt, a jEiominie od&er o( much 
Bubjeots.” Suidi was the language of experience and bravery, was hext in 
Philip the Second and his Governor to command, and was, in troth, the prin- 
the son of the headless hero of Saint oipal director of ^e operatioiis. He 
Quentin ; such was the fawning obse- had been desp.atched thither by the 
quiousnesa with which Egmont could Piince of Orange, to sei-ve under La 
kiss that royal hand reekmg with his Koue, who was to have commanded in 
father’s blood.^ Maestiicht, but had been unable to 

Meanwhile the siege of Maestricht enter the city.' Feeling that the siege 
had been advancing with steady pre- was to be a close one, and knowing 
cision. To military minds of that how much depended upon th^ issue, 
epoch — perhaps of later ages — this Sebastian lost no time in making eveiy 
achievem^t of^arma seemed a mas- needful preparation for coming eveuta 
terpiece m art. The city commanded The walls were strengthened eveiy- 
ths Upper Mqpse, and was the gate where; shafts were sunk, preparatory 
into Uermony. It contained thirty- to the countermining operations which 
four thousand inhabitants. An army, were soon to become necessary; the 
numbering almost as many souls, was moat was deepened and cleared, and 
brought against it ; and toe number the forts near toe gates were put in 


1 Ordin. Deptebeu Book dcr Staten-gon., 
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estiiuelod at twenty thousand men, and 
four tlioueand had fallen in the two assaults 
of Apnl alone — Bor, ubi sup. 

> Bor, xnL .S3 Hoofd, xr, 628. tleteran, 
IX, 154 — Compare Strada, 2, u. 68, svhe 
leokone the cine guards at six 
and iho boois ai os many more. 
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npair. On the other band, 
JJjuaniSBr 1m eneircled the city, and 
utd thrown two bridges, well fortified, 
■erosB the river. Thwe were six gates 
to the town, each provided with rave- 
lins, and there was a doubt in what 
direction the first attack should be 
made. Opinions wavered between the 
gate of Bois-le-Duc, next the river, and 
that of Tongres on the south-we^m 
mde, but it was finally decided to at- 
tempt the gate of Tongrea 

Over against that point the platforms 
were accordingly constructed, and after 
a heavy cannonade from forty-six great 
guns continued for several days, it was 
thought, by the 25th of Idarch, that 
an impression had been made upon the 
city. A portion of the brick cm-tain 
liad crumbled, but through the breach 
was seen a massive terreplein, well 
moated, which, after six thousand shots 
already delivered on the outer wall — 
■Will remained uninjured.^ It was re- 
cognised that the gate of Tongres was 
not ilie most assailable, but rather the 
strongest portion of the defences, and 
Alexander therefore determined to 
shift his batteries to the gate of Bois- 
le-Suo. At the same time, the attempt 
upon that of Tongres was to be varied, 
but not abandoned. Four thousand 
miners, who hod passed half their lives 
in huiTOwing for coal in that anthrocits 
region, had been furnished by the 
Bislu^ of Liege, aud this force was 
now set to their subterranean work.* 
A mine having been opened at a dis- 
tance, the besiegers slowly woiked tbeir 
way towards the Tongres gate, while 
at the same time the more ostensible 
operations were in the opposite direc- 
tion. The besieged had their miners 
also, for the peasants in the city had 
been used to work with mattock and 
pickaxe. The women, too, enrolled 
themselves into companies, chose their 
officers — or “ mine-miatreBses,” as they 
were called* — and did good service 
daily in the caverns of the earth. Thus 
a whole army of gnomes were noise- 
lesdy at work to destroy and defend 
the beleagured city. The mine ad- 
vance towards the gate ; the besiegeil 
• Strada, iL 85, oH 
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delved deeper, and intersected it with 
a transverse excavation, and the con- 
tending forces met daily, in deadly 
encounter, within these sepulchml 
gangways, many BtiratagemB were 
mutually employed The citizens se- 
cretly constracted a dam across the 
Span^ mine, and then Aeluged tiieir 
foe with hogsheads of boiling water. 
Hundreds were thus scalded to death. 
They heaped branches and light fagots 
in the hostile mine, set fire to the pde, 
and blew thick volumes of smoke along 
the passage with organ-bellows brought 
from the churches for the purpose 
Many were thus suffocated. The dis- 
comfited besiegers abandoned the mine 
where they had met with such able coun- 
termining, and Blink another shaft, at 
midnight, in secret, at a long distance 
from &e Tongres gate. Still tag,-ai^ 
that point, however, they burrowed in 
the ^rknees; guiding themsclres to 
their destination with magnet, plumb- 
line and level, as the mariner crosses 
the trackless ocean with compass and 
chart. They worked their way, unob- 
structed, till they arrived at their sub- 
terranean port, directly beneath the 
doomed ravelin. Here they con.structed 
a spacious chamber, eupportlng it with 
columns, and making all their archi- 
tectural arrangements with as mucb 
precision and elegance as if their ob- 
ject had been purely msthetic. Coffers 
full of powdor, to on enormous amount, 
were then placed in every direction 
across the fioor, the train was laid, and 
Parma informed that all was ready. 
Alexander, having already ariaycd the 
troops destined for the assault, then 
proceeded in person W the mouth of 
the shaft, and gave ordersoto spiing 
the mine. The explosion was piodi- 
gious; a part of the tower fell iiith 
the concussion, and the monf was 
choked with heaps of rubbish. The 
assailants sprang across the jiassago 
thus afforded, and mastered the ruined 
portion of the fort. They were mat 
in the breach, however, by tho un- 
fiinching defenders of the city, and, 
after a fieice combat of ^me imurs, 
were obliged to retire ; remainigg 

s “Sr.i^straa oumculanao appeUabant.'^ 
— Stoda. 70. 


masters, howerer, of &e most, and of 
the ruined portion of the ravelin. This 
was upon 3d of ApriL^ 

Five days afterwards, a general as- 
sault was ordered. A new mine hav- 
ing been already constructed .towards 
the Tongres ravelin, and a faithful 
cannonade having bean kept up for a 
fortnight ag&iet the Bois-le-Duo gate, 
it was thought advisable to attack at 
both points at once. On the Sth of 
April, accordingly, after uniting in 
prayer, and listening to a speech from 
Alexander Farnose, the great in.-iss of 
the Spanish army advanced to the 
breach. The moat had been rendered 
practicable in many places by the 
heaps of rubbish with which it liad 
been encumbered, and by the fagots 
and earth with which it had been filled 
by the besiegers. The action at the 
&ifle-Duc gate was exceedingly warm. 
The tned veterans of Spain, Italy, and 
Burgundy, weie met face to face by 
the burghers of Maestrichb, together 
wilih their wives and children. AE 
were armed to the teeth, and fought 
with what seemed superhuman valour. 
The women, fierce as tigresses defend- 
ing their young, swarmed to the walls, 
and fought in the foremost rank. 
They threw pails of boiling water on 
the besiegers, they hurled firebrands 
in their faces, they quoited blazing 
pitch-hoopa with unerring dexterity 
about tlicir necks. The rustics too, 
armed with their ponderous flails, 
worked as cheerfully at this bloody 
harvesting as if thrashing their corn at 
home. Ileartily did they winnow the 
ranks of the royalists who came to 
butcher tUem,jand thick and fast fell 
the inv^jiors, nghtmg bravely, but 
baffled by these novel weapons used 
by peasant and woman, coming to the 
aid of the sword, spear, and muslict of 
trained soldiery. Hore than a thou- 
sand hod fallen at the Bois-le-Duc g.ate, 
and still fresh besiegers mounted the 
broach, only to be beaten back, or to 
odd to the mangled heap of the 
dain.’ At the Tongres gate, meon- 
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while, the assault hsd fared no better, 
A herald had been despatched thither 
in hot haste, to shout at the top of his 
lungs, “Santiago I Santiago! the Lom- 
bards have the gate of Bois-le-Duc!'* 
while the same stratagem was employ- 
ed to persuade the invaders on the 
other side of the town that their com- 
rades had forced the gate of Tongres.' 
The soldiers, animated by this fl^ion, 
.and advancing avith fury against the 
famous ravelin, which had been but 
partly destroyed, were received with a 
broadside from the great guns of the 
unshattered portion, and by a rattling 
discharge of musketiy from the walla. 
They wavered a little. At the same 
instant the new mine — ^which was to 
have been sprung between the ravelin 
and the gate, but which hod been 
secretly countermined by the towns- 
people, e.xpIoded with a horrible con- 
cussion, at a moment least expected by 
the besiegers. Five hundred royalist 
were blown into the air, Oitiz, i 
iSpanisb captain of engineers, who hoi 
been inspecting the excavations, wa 
thrown up bodily from tho subter- 
ranean depth. He fell back again in- 
stantly mto the same cavern, and was 
buried by the returning shower of 
earth which had spout^ from the 
nune. Forty-five years afterwords, in 
digging for the foundation of a new 
wall, his skeleton was found. Clad 
in complete armour, the helmet and 
cuirass slill souud, with his gold chain 
around his neck, and his mattock and 
pickaxe at his feet, the soldier lay' 
unmutilated, seeming almost capable 
of resuming his part in the some war 
which — even after his half century’s 
sleep — was still ravaging the land. 

Five hundred of the Spaniards 
perished by the explosion,' but none 
of the defenders were injured, for 
they had been prepared, liecovering 
fiom the momentary panic, the be- 
siegers again rushed to the attack. 
The battle raged. Six hundred and 
seventy officers, commissioned or non- 
commissioned, bad ali'eady fallen, more 

• Five to SIX hundred, occordlngto a letter 
written between the 12tb and lOth of April 
1579, by a eitizen of Maeatnchlt sod quoted 
by Boi, ziii, 91, 6S. 


than half moi-tally wounded. Four 
thousand roytUiats, horribly mutilated, 
lay on the gi-ound.’ It was tune that 
(he day’s work should be finished, for 
Uaestimht was not to be carried upon 
that occasion. The i>ost and biavest 
of the sui-viving officers besought 
Parma to put an end to the carnage 
oy recalling the troops ; but the gla- 
diator-heait of the commander was j 
heated, not softened, by the savage 
spectacle. " Go back to the breach," 
he cried, "and teU the soldiers that 
Alexander is coming to lead them into 
the city in triumph, or to perish with 
his comrades.”^ He rushed forward 
with the fury which had marked him 
when he boarded klustaxiha's galley at 
Lepanto; but aU the generals who 
were near him threw themselves upon 
his path, and implored him to desist 
from such insensate rashness. Their 
expostulationa would have probably 
hgen in vain, had not his confidential 
Send, Serbelloni, mterposed ndth 
something like paternal authority, le- 
mhiding him of the strict commands 
contained in his Haj esty's recent letters, 
that the Governor-General, to whom so 
much was entrusted, should refi am, on 
pun of the royal displeasure, from ex- 
posing his hfe hke a common fighter.'* 

Alexander reluctantly gave the sig- 
nal of recall at last, and accepted the 
defeat. For the future he determined 
to rely more upon the sapper and 
miner,'* and less upon the superiority 
of veterans to townsmen and rustics 
in open fight. Sure to carry the city 
at l^t, according to line and rule, de- 
termined to pass the whole summer 
beneath the walls, rather than abandon 
his purpose, he calmly proceeded to 
complete his circumvallationB. Acliain 
of eleven forts upon the left, and five 
upon the right side of the Meuse, the 
whole connected by a continuous wall,' 
afforded him perfect security against 
inteiruptions, and allowed him to con- 
tinue tire siege at leisure. His nutne- 

r Letter fh>m Hoestricht above cited — 
Compare Etrada, 2, li. 79. lloofd, xv. C'29, 
who puts the number of Epamards slam m 
this assault at two thousand. — Metereii, ix. 
Ul. Haraeus (Tumult. Bolg X t. lu. 299. 

' Btrodo, 2, ii. 77. 

•Ibid. The loiter of Philip is partly given 


rous army was well housed and amply 
supplied, and he had huilt a strong 
and populous city in order to destroy 
anotW. Belief was impossible. Bat 
a few thousand men wei'e now required 
to defend Famese’s improvised town, 
while the hulk of his army could bs 
marched at any moment against an 
advancing foe. A force m seven thou- 
sand, paiiffully coUectedby the Prince of 
Orange, moved towards the place, under 
command of Hohenlo and John of Xas- 
Bau,but struck with wonder at what they 
saw, theleaders recognised the hopeless- 
ness of attempting relief Haeslncht 
was Burrouudedby a second Macutiicht, 

The effoi ts of Orange were now iic- 
cesiianly directed tou ard.s obtaining, if 
possible, a truce of a few weeks* fi om 
the negotiators at Cologne. Paima 
was too crafty, however, to allow l\r- 
ranova' to consent; and as the f5iiko 
disclaimed any power over the dii cct 
question of peace and war, the s' ego 
proceeded. The gates of Boiv-lo-Iliic 
and Tongres having thus far resisted 
the force brought against them, the 
scene was changed to the gate of Bins- 
sels. This adeemed that of Toiigic.i, 
was farthest from the river, and faced 
wostwardly towards the open country. 
Here the besieged had constructed an 
additional ravelin, which they had 
christened, in derision, “ Parma,” and 
against which the baltoiios of Paniia 
were now brought to boar. Alexan- 
der erected a platfoim of great o.xtciit 
and strength ffirectly opposite the new 
work, and after a severe and constant 
cannonade from this elevation, followed 
by a bloody action, the " Parma ” fort 
was carried. One thoug^nd, at least, of 
the defenders fell, as forced gradually 
from one defence to another, tlioy saw 
the triple walls of their ravelin ciuinil do 
Buccessivoly before tbeir eyes »Tlie 
tower was obsolutoly annihilated before 
they abandoned its ruins, and roLiied 
within their last defences. Alexander 
bemg now master of the fosse and the 

by the hiatd.-iau 

• Etrada, 2, ii. 80, Bor, xm 53. 

• Etrada, 2, ^i. 83, ** 

• See a rcmaikable letter ficm F.tn la m 
tbe Duke of Terranova, dated C.imii bclora 
Mocstrlcbt, May 27., 1579, in Dor, xni. 57. 
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defences of the Bruasela gate, dTei7 up 
a large force on both sides of that por- 
tal, along the margin of the moat, end 
began mining beneath the inner wall 
of the city.* 

Meantime, the garrison had been 
redueed to four hundred soldiers, 
nearly all ai whom were wounded. 
Wearied and driven to despair, these 
soldiers were willing to treat. The 
townspeople, however, answered the 
proposition with a shout of fury, and 
protested that they would destroy the 
garrison with their own hands if such 
an insinuation were repeated. Sebas- 
tian Tappin, too, encouraged them with 
the hope of speedy relief, and held out 
to tliam the wretched consequences of 
ti listing to the mercy of their foes 
Tile garrison took heart again, while 
thatiof the burgheis and their wives 
had never faltered Their mam hope 
now was in a fortification which they 
bad been constructhig inside the Brus- 
sels gate — a demilune of considerable 
strength. Behind it was a breastwork 
of turf and masonry, to serve as a last 
bidwaik when every other defence 
should be foioed. The whole had 
been surrounded by a fosse thirty feet 
in depth, and the besiegers, as they 
mounted upon the breaches which < 
they had at last effected in the outer 
ciiitain, near the Biussels gate, saw for 
the first time this new foi tification.* 

The general condition of the de- 
fences, and the disposition of the in- 
habitants, had been revealed to Alex- 
ander by a deserter fiom the town. 
Against this last fortress the lasteifoits 
of the foe were now directed. Alex- 
ander ordered^ bridge to be thi'own 
across tlfe city moat. As it was sixty 
feet wide ani as many deep, and lay 
dire^ly bene^h the guns of the new 
demilune, the enterprise was sufiicieut- 
ly hazardous. Alexander led the way 
in person, with a mallet in one hand 
and a mattock in the other. Two men 
fell dead instantly, one on his right 

1 Bor, xhi. 64. Stiada, iiL 113-117. 

s ^.ida, % ill 117, 118. 

^letter known as Baron Ificrges, eldest 
wn ot the celebrated royalist, afterwards 
yCoimt Berlaymont. Hierges had not long 
before succeeded to thetitlo on the death of 
• his fikiher.— S^^a, 2, lii, 119,— Compare, 


hand and his left, while he calmly 
commenced, in his own person, the 
driving of the first piles for the bridge. 
His soldiers fell fast around him. 
Connt Berlaymont ■* was shot dead, 
many officers of distinction were killed 
or wounded, hut no soldier dared re- 
coil while their chieftain wrought 
amid the bullets like a common pio- 
neer. Alexander, unhaimed, as by 
a miracle, never left the spot till the 
bridge had been constructed, and till 
ten great guns bad been caiiied across 
it, and pointed against the demilune.^ 
The battery was opened, the mines 
previously excavated were sprung, a 
part of the demilune was blown mto 
the air, and the assailants sprang mto 
the breach. Again a furious hand-to- 
hand conflict succeeded ; again, after 
an obstinate resistance, the towns- 
people weie forced to yield. Slowly 
abandoning tho shattered fort, tli^ 
retired bchiud the breastwork in us 
rear — tlieir innermost and last defence. 
To this bariier tliey clung as to a spar 
in sbipureck, and here at last they 
stood at boy, prepared dearly to sell 
their lives. 

The breastwork, being still strong, 
was not attempted upon that day. 
The assailants were recalled, and in 
the meantime a herald was sent by 
Parma, highly applauding the courage 
of the defenders, and begging them 
to surionder at disci etion. They 
answered the messenger with words 
of haughty defiance, imd, rushing in a 
mass to the breastwork, began with 
spade, pickaxe, and towel, to add 
to its strength. Here all the able- 
bodied men of the town took up their 
permoneut position, and here they ate, 
diank, and slept upon their posts, 
while their food was brought to them 
by the women and children.^ 

A little letter, "written in a fins 
neat handwriting,’’ now mysteriously 
arrived in the city, encouraging them 
in the name of the Archduke and the 

Bor, xui 64. Hoofd, XT. 630; Mcteren, ix. 
154b ; Archives do la hfaison d’OzBDgo, vi. 
622; Tossis, r. 338. 

4 Btrada, 2, hi. 116. 

* Bor, xiil 64. Hoofd, XV, 080. Btrod' 
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Prince at Orange, and assuring ttiem 
of relief wiUiin fourteen days,' A 
brief anixnation was tlius produced, 
attended by a corresponding languor 
upon the pait of tlie besiegers, for 
AlBTft ndar had been lying lU with a 
fever since the day when the demilune 
had been earned. From his rick bed 
he rebuked his officers severely that a 
temporary breastwork, huddled to- 
gether by boors and burghers in the 
midst of a siege, should prove an 
insurmountable obstacle to men who 
had carried everytlung before them. 
The morrow was the festival^ of Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul, and it was meet 
that so sacred a day should be hallowed 
by a Christian and Apostolic victory. 
Saint Peter would be there with his 
keys to open the gate ; Saint Paul 
would lead them to battle with his 
invincible sword. Orders were given 
accordingly, and the assault was as- 
Bl|ned for ihe following morning. 

Meantime, the guards were strength- 
ened and commanded to bo more than 
usually watchful. The injunotiou had 
a remaikable elTect, At the dead of 
night, a soldier of the watch was going 
his rounds on the outside of the breast- 
work, listeniug, if pei chance he might 
catch, as was not uiiusunl, a portion of 
the conversation among the beleaguered 
burghers within. Piying about on 
every side, he at last discovered a 
chink in the wall, the result, doubt- 
less, of the last cannonade, and hitherto 
overlooked. He enlarged the gap with 
his fingers, and finally made on open- 
ing wide enough to admit his peison. 
He crept boldly through, and looked 
around in the clear starlight * The 
sentinels were all slumberiug at their 
posts. Ee advanced stealthily in the 
dusky streets. Hot a watchman w'l^ 
going his rounds. Soldiers, huighcis, 
childien, women, exhausted by inces- 
sant fatigue, were all asleep. Hot a 
foo tfall was heard; not a whisper 
broke the silence; it seemed a city 
of the dead. The soldier crept hack 
through the crevice, and hastened to 

1 This letter Is still proserved In the Ar- 
ahivea of Holland. — Groen v Fnnst. Ar^ 
^vee do la liaison d'Oiango, vi. C22, note. 
Ear, xiil. 66. I 
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apprise his superiors of his adven- 
ture* 

Alexander, forthwith instructed as 
to the condition of ibe city, at once 
ordered the assault, and the last ir.ill 
was suddenly stormed before the morn- 
ing broke. The soldiers forced their 
way through the hreatSi or spi-ing 
over the breastwork, and surprised at 
last — in its sleep — the city wliieh had 
BO long and vigorously deteiided it- 
self. The burghers, startled frcmi 
their slumber, bewildered, unpie- 
pared, found themselves eng.igod in 
unequal conflict with alert and savage 
foes. The battle, as usual when 
Netberland towns weie siiipiised by 
Fhihp’s soldiers, soon changed' to a 
massacre. The townspeople rusli&l 
hither and thither, but thcic was 
neither escape, nor means of lesatting 
an enemy who now poured into the 
town by thousands upon thousands 
! An indisoriminate slaughter succecdi’d. 
Women, old men, and children, li.ul 
all been combatants; and all, tbcrc- 
fore, bad incurred the vengeance ot 
the conquerors. A cry of agony arose 
which was distinctly heard at the dis- 
tance of a league. Mothers took tlicir 
infants in their arms, and threw them 
selves by hundreds into the Meuse — 
and against women the blnod-tlnist of 
the assailants was especially directed. 
Females who had fought daily in tlio 
trenches, who had delved in mines and 
mustered on the batidementa, had 
unsexed themselves in the opininn of 
those whose comrades they h,id helped 
to destioy It was nothing tint they 
had laid aside the we.akne°a of women 
in order to defend alf'that was holy 
and dear to them on earth." It iias 
sufficient that many a ^Spanish, llnr- 
gundian, or Itah.an mercenary had,<licd 
by their hands Women were pursued 
from house to house, and hurled fium 
roof and window. They were hunted 
into the river; they were torn limb 
from limb in the streets. Men and 
children -fared no better; hut the 
heart sickens at the oft-reheated tale. 


* SStb of June 1570. •* 

* Strada, 2, ui 121. 

* Ibid. — Compare^ Bor, xiii. 65, eq^ 
I Hoord, XT, 632, 633. Uetoren, ix. 165, sqq. 
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Hon'ors, alaa, were commonpkcea in 
the ffetherlandB. Cruelty too mon- 
BtrouB for deseription, too vast to 
be believed by a mind not familiar 
with the outrages practised by the 
soldiers of Spam and Italy upon their 
heretic fellow-creatures, were now 
committed sifresh in the streets of 
hlaestrieht.' 

On the first day four thousand men 
and women were slaughtered.^ The 
massacre lasted two days longer; nor 
would it be an exaggerated estimate, 
if we assume that the amount of vic- 
tims upon the two lost days was equal 
to half the number sacrificed on the 
first.® It was said that not four hun- 
dred ssitizens were left alive after the 
termination of the siege ^ These soon 
wandered away, their iiloces being sup- 
phad by a rabble rout of Walloon 
sutlers and vagabonds. Maestricht was 
depopulated as well as captured. The 
booty obbuned after the massacre was 
very large, for the city had been very 
thriving, its cloth manufacture exten- 
sive and important. Sebastian Tappin, 
the heroic defender of the place, hod 
been shot through the shoulder at the 
driuig- tlte Jlinmi ntiviia, aa\i iiDi 
been afterwards severely injured at 
the capture of the demilune. At the 
fall of the city he was mortally wound- 
ed, and c.airicd a prisoner to the hostile 
c.amp, only to expire The governor, 
Swartsenberg, also lost his h£e.* 

Alexander, on the contrary, was 
raised from his sick bed with the joyful 
tidings of victory, and as soon as he 
could be moved, made his appearance 
in the dty. Seated in a splendid chair 
of state, bom# aloft on the shoulders 
of his 'Veterans, with a golden canopy 

r Bontivoghct 3, i. 239 Haroei, Ana. 
BraU, ul. 399. Hoofd, xv 033. Bor, xui. 
60. afoteren, ix 135. Strado, 3, iii. 124 

9 This is she estimate of the Jesuit Strada. 

s Strada puts the total number of luhabi- 
kauts of Kaestneht. shun dunng the four 
months' siege, at eight thousand, of whom 
sovonteen hundred wore women. — ^F. 127. 

4 Not more than three or form hundred, 
Bays Bor, xiit 65. Not more than four huu- 
dru^ays ^oold, xv. 633. Not three huu- 
d^i!; says Meteron, ix Vhis must, of 
aontse, be an exaggeration, for thepopula- 
j Tioit had numbered thirty-four thousand at 
the oommencement of the siege At any 
rate, the survivors wore hut a lenmaut, and 


above his head to protect him from 
the summer’s sun, attended by the 
officers of his staff, who were decked 
by bis special command in their gayest 
trappings, escorted by his body guard, 
followed by his “plumed troops/’ to 
the number of twenty thousand' sur- 
rounded by all the vanities of War, the 
hero made lus stately entrance into 
the town.® His way led through 
deserted streets of sliattered bouses. 
The pavement ran red with blood. 
Headless corpses, mangled Umba— on 
obscene mass of wretchedness and cor- 
ruption, wore spread on every side, 
and tainted the summer air. Though 
the thiiviiig city which, m the course 
of four months, Alexander had con- 
verted into a daughter-house and a 
solitude, the pompous procession took 
its course to the church of Saint 
Servais.' Here humble thanks were 
offered to the God of Love, and to 
J esiiB of Nazareth, for this new viotoJJ^“ 
Especially was gratitude expretaed to 
the Apostles Paul and Peter, upon 
whoso festival, and by whose sword 
and key the crowning mercy had been 
accomphshed,® and by whose special 
in5i!«<jy isifeitit (aciTOBitmi ienrtius now 
lay unburied in the streets. These 
acts of piety performed, the iriqmpliiil 
processionretumedto thecamp, where, 
soon afterwards, the joyful n^ws of 
Alexander Eornese’s entire convales- 
cence was proclaimed. 

The Prince of Orange, as nsuiil 
blamed for the tragied termination to 
this long dmma. All that one man 
could do, he had done to awaken his 
countrymen to the importance of the 
siege. He hod repeatedly brought 
the subject solemnly before the as- 

they all wandered away. The place, which 
had been so recently a very thriving and in- 
dustrious town, remained a desert. Dunng 
the onsmng wmter most of the reTUslning 
buildings were tom down, that the timber 
and wood-work might be used os firewood 
by the soldiers and vagabonds whu from 
time to time boused there — Meteren, Qoofi], 
Bor, uhl sup s Strada, 2, hi. 126. 

s strada, 2, liL 130 —Compare Ta^~ v 
339 7 Ibid. 

s According to Father Sti-ado, AlOxender 
considered this ceremony as a payi^iout of 
wogos due to Ins Divino comrades, Peter and 
Paul. "Fetro etFaulo giatias oiiiui iitptn- 
dtum peri-'-* — ‘ — "•"V’-vp, 


' CBinbly, and implored lor Maegtricht, 
almost upon hu Imees. Lukewarm 
and parsimouiouB, the states had re- 
cpondcd to Ills eloquent appeals with 
wranghng addresses and insufficient 
votes. With a special subsidy ob- 
tained in April and May, ha had or- 
ganised the slight attempt at relief, 
wliich was all which he had been em- 
powered to make, but which proved 
entirely uuauccessfuL Now that the 
massacre to be averted was accom- 
plished, men were loud in reproof, 
who had been silent, and passive while 
there was yet time to speak and to 
work. It was the Prince, they said, 
who had delivered so many thousands 
of his fellow-countrymen to butchery. 
To sarve himself, they insinuated he 
was now plotting to deliver the land 
into the pow or of the treacherous ' 
Frenchman, and he alone, they as- 
serted, was the insuperable obstacle 
■faMm honourable peace with Spain.^ 

A letter, brought by an unknown 
messenger, was laid befoie the states’ 
assembly, in full session, and sent to 
the clerk’s table, to be read aloud. 
After the first few sentences, that 
functionary faltered in his recital. 
Several members also pcicinptoiily 
ordered him to stop; for the letter 
proved to be a violent and calumnious 
hbel upon Orange, together with a 
strong appeal in favour of the peace 
propositions then under debate at 
Cologne. The Prince alone, of all the 
assembly, preservmg his tranquillity, 
oidered the document to be brought 
to him, and forthwith read it aloud 
himself, from beginning to end. After- 
wards, he took occasion to express bis 
mind concerning the ceaseless calum- 
nies of which he was the mark. He 
especially alluded to the oft-repeated 
accusation that he was the only ob- 
stacle to peace, and repeated that he 
was ready at that moment to leave the 
land, and to close his lips for ever, if 
by so doing he could benefit his coun- 
ty, and restore her to honourable re- 
pose. The outcry, with the protesta- 
tions of attachment and confidence 

1 Green v Frinst., Amhlves, oto , vi 681, 
633; Til 41, 42. &r, mi. Hoofd, avL, 
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whioh at once broke from the assem- 
bly, convinced him, however, that he 
was deeply rooted in the heoits of ^ 
patriotic Netherlanders, and that it 
was beyond the power of rianderera 
to loosen his hgld upon their affection.’ 

Meantime, his efforts had again and 
again been demanded to sestore order 
in that abode of anai'chy, the city of 
Ghent. After his visit during the 
previous winter, and the consequent 
departure of John Casimir to the palo- 
tinato, the pacific arrangements made 
by the Piince had for a short time 
held good. Eaily in March, however, 
that master of misrule, Johu v,in Im- 
bize, had once more excited the popu- 
lace to sedition. Agam the prapeity 
of CaihohcB, clerical and lay, was 
plundered; again the persons of Ca- 
tholics, of every degree, was maltrc^eil, 
The magistrates, with first senator Tm- 
bize at their head, rather encouraged 
than rebuked the disorder ; but Oi auge, 
as soon as be received official mtelli- 
gence of the event, hastened to ad- 
dress them in the woids of e.amest 
waining and wisdom.* He allowed 
that the inhabitants of the province 
had reason to be discontented with 
the presence and the misconduct of 
the 'Walloon soldieiy. He gi.intcd 
that violence and the menaces of a 
foreign tyranny made it difficult fur 
honest burghers to gain a hvchhood. 
At the same time he expiessed as- 
tonishment that reasonable uion should 
seek a remedy for such evils in tumults 
which would necessarily bring utter 
destruction upon the land " It w a ." 
he observed, “as if a patient should, 
from impatience, tearerfibo bandages 
fiom his wounds, and, like a''mani.ie, 
instead of allowing himself to he 
cured, plunge a dagger ’’into his oi>n 
heart.”* 

These exhortations exerted a whole- 
some effect for a moment, but mattcis 
soon went from bad to worse Im- 
bize, fearing the infiuence of the 
Prince, indulged in open-mouthed 
abuse of a man whose chiiractor he 
was unable sven to oomprenend. Hs 

•* ■ — ■ I — — — * 
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* Ibid., VI 680, Bog. 
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accused liim of intrlguiug with. France 
for hie own benefit, of being a Papist 
in disguise, of desiiing to establish 
what he called a “religious peace,” 
merely to restore Homan idolatry. In 
all these insane ravings, the demagogue 
was most ably seconded by the ex- 
monk. Ihc^BBant and unlicensed were 
the invectives hurled by Peter D.ath- 
enus from his pulpit upon William the 
Silent's head. He denounced him — 
as he hod often done before — as an 
atheist in heart; as a man who 
changed his religion as easily as his 
garments ; as a man who knew no God 
but state expediency, wliiuh was the 
idol of Iris woisLip ; a mere politician 
who, would tear his shut from his 
back and throw it in the fire, if he 
thought it weio tainted with religion.’ 

^ch witless but vehement denun- 
ciaaon from a preacher who was both 
popular and comparatively ameer e, 
could not but affect the imagination 
of the weaker portion of hrs hearers. 
The faction of Imbize became tiium- 
hant. Eyhove — ^the ruffian whose 
.rnds weio sbiincd with the recent 
blood of Viaoh and Hessels — ^rather 
did damage than service to the cause 
of order. He opposed himself to the 
demagogue who was prating daily of 
Greece, Rome, and Geneva, vrbile his 
clerical associate was denouncing 
'Willi.'im of Oiauge, but ho opposed 
himoolf 111 vain. An atterai'l to secure 
the person of Jinbize faded,® but by 
the infiuence of llyhove, however, a 
messenger was despatched to Antwerp 
in the name of a considerable portion 
of the community of Ghent. The 
counsel and tjso presence of the man 
to wlicn all hearts in every part of 
the Ketherlands instinctively turned 
in the hour bf need, were once more 
inviked.® 

The Prince again addressed them in 
language which none but he could em- 
ploy with such effect. He told them 
that hia life, passed in service and sa- 

r Gh Gesch., ii. lOD, cited In Gf. V. Fnnst., 
aic^es, e^., vu. 81, note 

^KrcbivOB, olo., VI. S86, s^. and \u. 13. 
VSm der Vynckt, ui. 29, sqq. 

* s “Dieu meroi, jo ne sms pas si pea cog- 
* noiEsant que ]e ne eaclie bien qu'U taut ne- 
, eeesanement tiolcter, tort de pane, sort de 


orifice, ought to witness sufficiently for 
his fideli^. nevertheless, he thou^t 
it necessary — ^in view of the calumniea 
which were circulated — to rqieat once 
more his sentiment that no treaty of 
peace, war, or alliance, ought to he 
negotiated, save with the consent of 
the people^ His course in Holland 
aud Zealand had proved, he said, hia 
wrUingnesa always to consult the 
wishes of his countrymen. As for the 
matter of religion it was ahnost in- 
credihle that there should he any who 
doubted the zeal which he bore the 
rehgion for which he had suffered so 
much. " I desire,” hs continued, fer- 
vently, “ that men should compare 
that which has been done by my accu- 
ser's during ten year's past wim that 
which I have done. In that which 
touches the true advancement of reli- 
gion, I will yield to no man. They 
ulio so huldhj accuse me have no liberty 
of ^leech, save that which has bHfti 
acquired for them by the blood of my 
kindred, by my labours, and my ex- 
cessive expenditures. To me they owo 
it that they dare speak at alh” This 
letter (which was dated on the 24th 
of July 1679) contained an assurance 
that writer was about to visit 
Ghent.* 

On the following day, Imbize exe- 
cuted a coup d'etat. Having a body of 
near two thousand soldieis at his dis- 
posal, ho suddenly secured the persons 
of all the magistrates and other not- 
able individu^s not friendly to his 
policy, and then, in violation of all 
law, set up a new hoard of eighteen 
irrespoDsihle functionaries, according 
to a list prepaied by himself alone. 
This was his way of enforcing tho 
democratic hherty of Greece, Rome^ 
and Geneva, which was so ne.ir to his 
han't. A proclamation, in fourteen 
articles, was forthwith issued, justify- 
ing this arbitrary proceeding. It was 
declared that the object of the some- 
what irregular measure “ was to pre- 

guerre, soit d'allianco, aveo la grC du peu* 
pie," etc ^Letter of Onmge, Azcaivos, etc., 
vii. 20, sqq 

* Ibid —The whole of this noble doonment 
should be road again end ogam by all who 
feel interested In tbe character of ¥1111801 ci 
O.jiigo. 


r? 7i gr ywj Bn y ‘ p* <TC> mw/t i yaw ra: ““P 


v«nt {he eetablishment of the religious 
peace, which was merely a method of 
replanting uprooted papistry and the 
extirpated tyranny of Spain." Al- 
though the aiTangemente had not 
been made in stiict accordance with 
formal usage and ceremony, yet they 
were defended upon the ground that 
it had been impossible, by other means, 
to maiiitain their ancient liberties and 
their religious freedom. At the same 
time a pamphlet, already prepared for 
the occasion by Dathenus, n as exten- 
sirely circulated. In this production 
the arbitrary revolution effected by a 
demagogue was defended with effron- 
tery, while the character of Orange 
was loaded with customary abuse. To 
prevent the traitor from coming to 
Ghent, and establishing what ho called 
his religious peace, these irregular 
measures, it was urged, had been 
wisely tahen.t 

•cafluch were the efforts of John Tmbize 
—such the calumnies of Peter Dathe- 
nus — ^in order to counteract the jiatri- 
otic endeavours of the Prince; but 
neither the rulfiauism of John nor the 
libels of Peter were destined upon this 
occasion to be successful. Wilham the 
Silent treated the slanders of the scold- 
ing monk with dignified contempt. 
“Having been informed,” said he to 
the magistrates of Ghent, “ that blaster 
Peter Dathenus has been denouncing 
me as a man without religion or fidelity, 
and full of ambition, with other pro- 
positions hardly becomiug his cloth, I 
do not think it worth while to answer 
more at this time than that I willingly 
refer myself to the judgment of aU 
who know mo.” * 

The Prince came to Ghent, great as 
had been the efforts of Imbize and his 
partisans to prevent his coming. His 
presence was like magic The dema- 
gogue and his whole flock v.uiished 
like unclean birds at the first rays of 
the sun, Imbize dared not look the 
Pather of his country in the face. 
Orange rebuked the populace in the 


strong and indignant langiisge that 
public and private virtue, ensi'gy, and 
a high purpose enabled such » leader 
of the people to use. He 3* once 
set aside the board of eighften— the 
Grecian-Romau-Genevese estahlUh. 
ment of Imbize — and remained in 


the city until the regukir election, 
m conformity with the privileges, had 
taken place. Imbize, who had shrpiit 
at his approach, was rae.int'uie dis- 
covered by his own oompanious. He 
had stolen forth secretly on ilia night 
before the Prince's arrival, and was 
found cowering in the cabin o£ a vessel, 
half de.ad with fear, by an ale-house 
keeper who liad been his wa™ parti- 
san. “No skulking,” ciied thehjncat 
friend, seizing the tribune of t'iie people 
by the shoulder; “no sailing a" ay in 
the night-time. You have n^all 
into this bog, and must c(J“® i'aai'i 
and abide the issue with your support 
ers.” * 

In this collapsed state was the windy 
demagogue, who had filled palf Flan- 
ders with his sound and fury, conveyed 
before the patriot Priiioo. ^e met 
with grave and bitter robukf?- hut felt 
sufficiently relieved when uHowecl to 
dep.ii t unharmed * Judging °f Ins 
probable doom by the usual pi.utico 
of himself and his fellows w bimilar 
cases, he had anticipated nothing bliort 
of the gibbet. That puni-hibcnt, how 
ever, was to be inflicted £>1 a later 
period, by other hands, and “'’i' 
he had added treason to hi® conntiy 
and a shameless recantation all Ins 
violent piofcssions in favour of civil 
and religious liberty to the hst of his 
crimes. On the presesst o(/C!)aion he 
was permitted to go fica. 
pany with his clerical compaitioUj Pd™ 
Dathenus, he fled to the‘'ab™l® Ins 
excellent friend, John Casiaih', "nho 
received both with open ji™®! and 
allowed them each a pension-® 

Order being thus again t^ainrea in 
Ghent by the exertions of th® met*, 
when no Qther human hand tfould hiu e 


1 Arcliives et Corrospondonce, vil 31. 
Von der Vynckt, iu 38, sqq tieteien, ix. 
lei, sqq Bor, xiii. 84, 86 

• Atobives Ob Coiresp , vit 33,^ 


■ Bor, xiit iS5, sqq Metor^i 
sqq Van dor Vynckt, ill 38, sqd, , s 
* Bor, Mcteren, Vim dor Vynckt, uin enP 
» Van dor Vynckt, ill. 88-42. 

Hoot'd, XV 116-130. * 
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dispelled tke anarchy ^vhlclL seemed to 
reign supreme^ William the Silent^ 
having accept^ the gov^nment ol 


Flanders^ which had again and agaSii 
been urged upon him^ now returned , 
to Antwerp.^ 


CHAPTER III. 

• 

The Cologne oouforencea^IntenUons of the jMirties — Fichmmaiy attempt by goyernment 
to purchase the Prmco of Orango^OfTer and rejection of various articles among the 
plempotentiaries^Draartura of the impeno] commissioners— Ultimatum of the States 
compared with that of the royal government— Barron negotiations terminated— Treason of 
Be Boutb» Governor of Mechiin— Liberal theories concerning the nature of government— 
Abjuration of Philip imminent— Self-denial of Orange— Attitude of (^many— of En glarid 
— Mamogo negotiations botwcon EhzabeUi and Anjou— Orange iavoura ilio eleohpn of 
the Buko ,is sovereign— Addi css and speeches of tho Friucc — Parsimony and mtcrfio- 
vincial jealousy rebuked —Secret correspondence of Count Renueberg wiUi tho royal 
goveimmont— His treason at Groningen. 


Snrei the beginning of Hay, tho 
Cologne negotiations had been drag> 
ging their slow length along. Few 
perflona believed that any good was 
likely to result from these stately and 
ponderous conferences ; yet men wen: 
BO weary of war, so dcsiious tliat a 
tennination might be put to the 
atrophy under which the country 
was laugoishingj that many an eager 
glance was tinned towards the place 
where the august assembly was hold- 
ing its protracted session. Certainly, 
if wisdom were to be found in mitr^ 
heads — ^if the power to heal angry 
passions and to settle the condicting I 
claims of prerogative and conscience j 
were to bo looked for among men of 
lofty station, then the Cologho con- 
ferences ought to have made the rough 
places smooth and the crooked paths 
straight throughout all Christendom. 
There was the Archbishop of Bossano, 
afterwards Pope Urban VII., as pleni- 
potontiary fr^ Rome; there was 
Charles^! Aragon, Duke of Terranova, 
supported bj(^five councillors, as am- 
bas^or from his Catholic Hajesty; 
there were tho Duke of Aerschot, the 
Abbot of Samt Gertrude, tbe Abbot 
of HaroUes, Doctor Bucho Ajd;ta, 
Caspar Schetz, Lord of Grobbendonck, 
that learned Frisian, Aggeus van Al- 
bada, with seven other wi£« men, as 

^^cbiv^, vu, to, and Mijleren, ix. 163^, 
lUc the Prince says, in bia Apologio, pub- 
fished eighteen months later (Dee 1580), 

' that he had hitherto, although oiten urged 
to aooont, refused the govommont of Puoi- 


6 nvo 3 rs from tho states-general. Thero { 
were their Serene Highnesses the 
Elector and Archbiahops of Cologne 
and Treves, with the Bishop of Wurbs- 
buig. There was also a numerous 
embassy from Ins imperial Majestv, 
With Count Otto de Schwartzenbfi^^ 
at its head ^ 

Heio then were holiness, serenity, 
dignity, law, and learning in abundance. 
Here was a pope tn posse, with arch- 
bishops, prmces, dukes, junsconsults, 
and doctors of divimty in ease, suffi- 
cient to remodel a world, if worlds 
were to be remodelled by suoh instru- 
ments If x^rotocols, replications, an- 
notations, apostilles, could heal a bleed- 
ing country, here were the physicians 
to furnish those drugs in unhmited 
profusion. If i earns of paper, scrawled 
over with barbarous technicalities, 
could smother and bury a quarrel 
which had its origin in the mutual 
antagonism of human elemen'U, here 
were the men to scribble unflinchingly, 
till the reams were piled to a pyramid. 

If the same idea presented in many 
aspects could acquire additional life, 
here were the word-mongers who could 
clothe one Ehivering thought in a hun- 
dred thousand garments, till it attained 
all the majesty which decoration could 
impart. In truth, the envoys came 
from Spain, Borne, and Vienna^ pro- 

ders— Apologia, etc., 108, 100 ItispTobabU 
that bis acceptance woa only ccpdittonal, as, 
indeed, iieteren observea 

B Bor, slu. 51 Metoren, lx, 166, 



vided with hut two ideas. Was it uot 
a diplomatic master-piece, that from 
this frugal store they could contrive 
to eke out saren mortal months of 
Negotiation! Two ideas — the supre- 
macy of his Majesty’s prerogative, the 
exclusive exeiciac of the Roman Catho- 
lic religion — these were the be-all and 
the end-all of their commission. Upon 
these two strmgs they were to harp, 
at least till the waUa of Maestricht had 
fallen. The envoys did their duty 
well ; they were sent to enact a solemn 
com^y, and in the most stately manner 
did they walk through their several 
parts. Kot that the King was belli- 
gerent; on the contraiy,he was heartily 
weary of the war. Prerogative was 
weary — Romani^'ni was weaiy — Con- 
science was weaiy — The Spirit of Free- 
dom was weary — but the Prince of 
Orange was not weary. Rlood and 
^reuure had been pouring forth so 
^Wtusely during twelve flaming years, 
that all but that one tranquil spirit 
were beginning to flag. 

At the same time, neither party 
had more disposition to concede than 
stomach to fight. Certainly the royal 
pwty hqd no inclmation to yield. Tlie 
King had granted easy terms to the 
Walloons, because upon the one great 
point of religion there was no dispute, 
and upon the others there was no 
ntention of keeping faith.^ With re- 
gard to the present negotiation, it was 
desirable to gain a little time. It was 
thought probable that the religious 
difference, judiciously managed at this 
juncture, might be used to efi'ect a 
permanent severance of the provinces 
so lately banded together in a common 
union. “ To divide them," wrote 
Tassis, in a very confidential letter, 
"no better method can be found than 
to amuse them with this peace negotia- 
tion. Some are ready for a pacification 
from their desire of repose, some from 
their fear of war, some from the difier- 


ences which exist among themselves, 
and which it is especially impoitant to 
keep alive.” * Above all things, it woo 
desirable to maintain the religious 
distraction till Maestricht had been 
taken. That siege was the key to the 
whole situation. If the separate Wal- 
loon accord could be quiotly made in 
a comer, while Parma was b.-ittumg 
that stronghold on the Meuse, an<i 
while decorous negotiation was smooth- 
ly holding its course on the Rhine, 
much disorganisation, it was hoped, 
would be handsomely accomphchccl 
before the end of the year. 

“ As for a suspension of arms,” wiote 
Alexander to Terraiiova, on the 21-t 
of May, “ the longer ’tis deterred tl- 
better. With regard to Maestuchi, 
everything depends upon is that we 
possess, or desire to po-scss. Tsniy, 
if the Prince of Orange can iclieve the 
city he will do it. If ho does so, nei- 
ther will this expedition of ours, nor 
any other expedition, bo brought to a 
good end. As soon as men are aw no 
that our affaus are lookuig badly, il 
will come again to a true union, .lurl 
all will join together, in hope to accom 
plish their boasts.” * Therefore, it war 
natmal that the peaoo-wnghts of Co 
logne should mdustriously ply thou 
task. 

It is not desirable to disturb much 
of that learned dust, after its throe 
centuries’ repose. A rapid skeloh oi 
the course of the proceecUngs, w ith an 
indication of the spirit w hich amioated 
the contending parties, will bo all lliat 
13 necessary. They came and ili.y 
separated with precisely oiiposite i icw o. 
“The desiies of TenaiWia and of the 
estates,” says the royalist, Tassfe, “weis 
diametrically contrary tg each other. 
The King wished that the exercise of 
tho Roman Catholic leligion slioulil bs 
exclusively established, and the abso- 
lute prerogative preserved in its inte- 
grity.’’* On the other hand, tho pro- 


1 This is moBC evident from the coirespon- quelle a estji rintention de ronnemi en pro* 
donee of Fanud, both beforo and alter the posant ce beau nom de Paix, 2l buiviar dc 
treaty of Arras. — Bee. Prov. 'WalloneSi 213 , diTiser et romvro Ics provuiucs<.t subc ;)ier 
Bni8selsAr(ddves,partieu]arlyTolB.lT.iun<ly. les yillc8."^M%u doMornay, i p. 76. 

9 .^hiyes de la M.u6on d’Omnge, yix 30. * Letter of Pomia, 2fay 21, 1570, from fai» 

m aiM ^ Pleaaifl 21omay, in 'writing to a camp belore Haestriobt^ apud Bor, 2, xiu. 
Cncoid tnjM years uttonvords, obsei ved : 67. « 

Hl^tiaLtedeColoigneasuffisAmiiitnion&ue * ^Tum Bolgov H^7, 
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Tinces desired tUeir chaH/ers end a 
religious peace. In these perpetual 
lines and curves ran tUe asymptoticid 
negotiation from beginning to end — 
and so it might have nm for two cen- 
turies, without hope of coincidence. 
Ss either party was yet vanquished. 
The freshly united provinces were no 
readier now than before ui admit that 
the Holy Office formed part of their 
nationsl institutions. The despotic 
faction was not prepared to renounco 
that establishment, h'oiled, but not 
disheartened, sat the Inquisition, like 
a beldame, upon tbe border, impo- 
tently threatening the land whence 
she had been for ever excluded; while 
industiious as the Parcai, distaff in 
hand, sat, in Cologne, the mexor.thle 
throe — Spain, the Empire, and Home 
— grmly apmaing and severing the 
web of mortal destinies. 

The first step m the proceedings 
had been a seciet one. If by any 
means the Prince of Orange could be 
detached from his party — ^if by bribery, 
however enormous, he could be induced 
to abandon a tottoiing cause, and de- 
part for the land of his birth — ^he was 
distinctly but indirectly given to un- 
derstand diat he had but to name Ins 
terma We have seen the issue of 
similar propositions made by Don John 
of Auetria Probably there was no 
man living who would oara to make 
distinct application of tins dishonour- 
able nature to the Father of his country. 
The Aerschots, the Moluiis, the Lalains, 
and a ewarm of other nobles, had their 
price, and were easily transferable from 
one to another, but it was not easy to 
make a directs offer to William of 
Orange. dThey knew — as he said shortly 
afterwards in his famous Apology — 
that “neither'for property nor for life, 
neitUerfoi wife nor for children, would 
he mix in his cup a single drop of 
treason-”^ Nevertheless, he was dis- 


1 JO no Touillo 111 pour Ics Liens ol 
pour la vie, m pour femme ul pour eufane, 
meder en mon breuvage uno soble goutte 
de vej^ de ^ahison ’*>~Apologi<^ Ti 
9 ^ — Qucjezi'ouBBonons^duaematider 

jtofi mon pailiculicr, qu'on no m’eust ao- 
eb ms doxiner comptant un miUion.** 
•—Ibid.— Compare Sbrada, who wote witb 
4 aU the secret papere ol^the F 9 : uqm famiijr 
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tinctly given to understand that " there 
wae nothing he could demand for him- 
self peraonally that would not be 
granted.” All his confiscaitcd proper^, 
restoration of his impri=ioiied son, u- 
berty of worship for himself, payment 
of ^ hia debte, reimbursement of aU 
his past expenses, and anything else 
which he could desire, were all placed 
within his reach. If he chose to retire 
into another land, his son might be 
placed in possession of all his cities, 
estates, and dignities, and himself in- 
demnified in Germany; with a million 
of money over and above as a gratuity. 
The imperial envoy. Count Schvvart- 
zenbmg, jiledged ins personal honour 
and reputation that every promise 
which might be made to Ibo Pi nice 
should be most sacredly fulfiiled.- 
It was all m vam. The indirect ap- 
plications of the imperial commissioD- 
era made to his servants and his neisr 
est relations were eutuoly unsucceasMIP 
The Prince was not to be drawn into 
a negotiation in bis own name or fot 
lus own beneEt. If the estates wera 
satisEcd, he was satisfied. He wonted 
no conditions but theirs; “nor would 
he, directly or indirectly,” he eaid, 
'‘separate himeelf from ^e cause on 
which hung all hia evil or felicity,” 
He knew f^t it was the object of the 
enemy hi deprive the country of its 
head, and no inducements were suffi- 
cient to make him a party to the plot,' 
At the same time, he was unwilling 
to be an obstacle, in lus own person, 
to tbe conclusion of an honourable 
peace. He would resign his offices, 
which he held at the solicitation of 
the whole coimtry, if thus a negotia- 
tion were likely to be more successful. 
“ The Pi-inre of Parma and the dimiittd 
provinces,” said he to the states-gene- 
lal, “affe^ to consider this war as one 
waged against me and in my name — 
as if the question alone concerned the 


before him. bi hiec omma abituro homini 

wihuc non Bufficiniit, uequo bane neqae 
quamcumquo persimilein condltionem re- 
(ludi.viidaiu,” oU. — ^ u S 6 . — Compare, par- 
bcularly, Ev BciAaiu. Ann., u. SS. Com- 
pare Gocbnrd, ComapondBiiae de Quinaosio 
Is Tacit., voL iv., prefiice. 
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name and peraon o£ the general. If it I 
be so, 1 beg you to consider whether I 
it is not because I have been cTer I 
faithful to the land. Nevertheless, if 
I am an obstacle, I am ready to remove | 
it. If you, therefore, in order to de- 
prive the enemy of every right to incul- | 
pate us, thiuk piopor to choose another ^ 
head and conductor ot yo\ir affairs, I 
'pi'amUt you to serve and to be obedient \ 
to him with all my heart Thus shall 
we leave the enemy no standing-place 
to work dissensions among us. ” ^ Such 
was his language to friend and foe; ' 
and here, at least, was one man in 
history whom kmga were not zicli 
enough to purchase. 

On the 18th of May, the states' en- 
voys at Cologne presented fouitieen 
articleSj demanding fieedom of religion 
and the ancient political chai tera. Ke- 
Ugion, they said, was to be referred, 
not to man, but to God. To Him the 
Aing was subject as well as the people. 
Both King and people — ** sndhy people 
was meant every individmlin the land** 
—were bound to serre God according 
to their conscience.^ 

The imperial envoys found such lan- 
guage ex'weme'iy repreViensiVie, and 
promptly refused, as umpires, to en- 
tertain the fourteen articles Others 
drawn up by Terranovaand colleagues, 
embodying the claims of the loyal 
and Boman party, were then solemnly 
pieaented, and as promptly rejected. 
• Then the imperitd umpires came for^ 
ward with two bundles of propositions 
—approved beforehand by the Spanish 
idempotentiarioe. In the political 
bundde, obedience due to the ICing was 
insisted upon, “ as in the time of tho 
Kmperor Charles.'* Tho religious ca- 
tegory declared that ** the Boman re- 
ligion— aff others excluded — should 
thenceforth be exercised in all the pro- 
vinces.” Both these categories were 
considered more objectionable by the 
states' envoys than the terms of Ter- 
ranova, and astonishment was express- 
ed that mention should again be 
made of the edicts— as if blood enough 


had not been shod already in tbe cause 
of religion.*'* 

The Netherland envoys likewise gave 
the imperial commissioners distinctly to 
understand that — incase peace were not 
soon made—'* the states would forth- 
with declare the King fallen from his 
sovereignty ; ” would for gvcf dispense 
the people from their oaths of allegiance 
to him, and would probably accept the 
Duke of Anjou in his place. The 
states-gencral, to which body the iin- 
penal propositions had been sent, also 
reject^ the artidea in a logical and 
historical aigument of ui^merciful 
length.^ 

An appeal secretly made by the im- 
perial and Spauish commisaio^icr^ fiom 
the states’ envoys to the states them- 
selves, and even to the peoj^lc of the 
various provinces, had excited the 
anger of the plenipotentiaries They 
complained loudly of this violation of 
all diplomatic etiquette, and the ani 
swer of the states-gcneral, fully com 
finning the views of their am^J^sbadorsi 
did not dimmish their wrath- 

On tho 13th of November 1679, tho 
states’ envoys were invited into the 
I ccnancA ebanfoer oi Vne 'cyiii- 

missiouers, to hear the last solemn 
commonplaces of those departing func- 
tionaries. Seven months Icug they 
had been waiting in vain, they said, 
for the states* envoys to accedo to 
moderate demands. Patience was now 
exhausted. Moieover, their mediatory 
views had been the subject of bitter 
lampooning throughout the countiy, 
while the authorities of ms-^y cities 
had pubhely declazed that all the in- 
habitants would lathc^die the death 
than accept such terms Tli? peace- 
makers, accordmgly, with eiifilcss pro- 
testations as to their ow<n polity, wis- 
dom, and benevolence, loft the viiole 
** in the hands of God a-Tid the jiaities 
ooncerned/* • 

The reply to this elaborato farewell 
was curt and somewhat crusty- “ Ued 
they known,*' said the states’ envoys, 
" that thw transparencies aAd worthi* 
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aceees bad no better intention, and the 
Duke of Tenanova no ampler commis- 
uon, the whole matter might have 
been despatched, not in six months, 
but in six days.” * 

Thus ended the confercncea, and 
the imperial commissioners departed. 
Novel thelesi Sehwai’tzenburg remain- 
ed yet a little time at Cologne, while 
hre of the states’ envoys also proti act- 
ed their stay, in order to make Ihcir 
private peace with the King It is 
nardly necessaiy to ohscive that the 
chief of these penitents was the Duke 
of Aerschot.^ The ultimatum of the 
states w os deposited by the depaiting 
envoys with ijchwartzenbuig,’ and a 
comp^son of its terms with those of- 
fered by the imperial mediatoi-s, as 
the best which could be obtained from 
•Spain, shows the hopelessness of tho 
pret^ded negotiation. Departuie of 
the foreign troops, restitution of all 
confiscated property, unequivocal re- 
cognition of the Qhent treaty and the 
peipetusl edict, appointment to office 
if none but natives, oaths of allegiance 
to the King and the states-gencral, ex- 
ercise of the Reformed religion and of 
the Confession of Augsburg in all 
places where it was then publicly prac- 
tised : such were the main demands of 
the patriot party. 

In the secret instructions^ furnished 
by the states to their envoys, they 
were told to urge upon his llajesty the 
absolute necessity, if he wi-lied to re- 
tain the provinces, of winkuig at the 
exercise of the Reformed and the 
Augsburg creeds. “ The new lehgion 
had taken too deep root,” it was urged, 
" ever to be togi forth, save with the 
destruction of tho whole country.” 

Thus, after seven dreary months of 
negotiation, alter protocols and me- 
morasida in ten thousand folia, tho 
august diplomatists had travelled 


round to the points from which they 
had severally sUuled. On the one 
side, unlimited preiogntive and exclu- 
sive Catholicism; on tiie other, consti- 
tutional liberty, with freedom of con- 
Bciouce for Catholio and Protestant 
alike : these were the claims wliioh 
each paity aunouncod at the com 
mencement, and to which they held 
with equal firmness at tho close of the 
coiiforencBS.® 

The congress had been expensive. 
Though not much hod been aocom- 
phsbul for the political or religions 
advancement of mankind, there hod 
been inucb excellent eating and drink- 
ing at Cologne during the seven 
months. Those drouthy deliberations 
had needed moistening. The Bishop 
of AVurtzburg had consumed " eighl^ 
hognheads of Rhenish wine and twenty 
great casks of beer.”* The ei^ense ot 
the stales’ envoys were twenty-four 
thousand guldens. The Archbishop^ik 
Cologne had exxiended forty thousand 
thalers.^ Tho deliberations wore, on 
tho whole, excessively detrimenttd to 
the cause of the provinces, "and • 
gieat personage” wrote to the states- 
general, that the King had been in- 
liuenced by no motive save to cause 
dissension.* This was on exaggeration, 
for his lyiajesty would have been well 
pleased to receive tho whole of the 
C0U11I17 on the same terms which had 
been ai cepted by tbo AValloous. Mean- 
time, tboso BDiithem provinces bad 
mode their separate treaty, and the 
Netheilands were permanently dis- 
severed. Moestricht bad fallen. Dis- 
union and dismay hod token possession 
of the country. 

During the course of the year other 
severe misfoi tunes hod happened to 
tho states. Treachery, even among 
the men who liad done good service to 
the cause of freedom, was daily shew- 
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ing her hateful Tieage. Not only the i 
great t^eftains who had led the Mal- 
content Walloon party, with the fickle , 
A^eehot and the warering Hand be- j 
aides, had made their separate recon- j 
ciliation with Parma, but the epidemic 
treason had mastered such bold parti- 
sans os the Seigneur de Bouis, the man 
whose services in rescuing the citadel 
of Antwerp hod been so courageous 
and valuable. He was governor of 
Mechlin ; Count Renr eberg was gover- 
nor of Friesland. Both were trusted 
implicitly by Orange and by the estates; 
bo& were on the eve of repaying the 
confidence reposed in them by the 
most venal tr^on. 

It was aheady known that Parma 
had tampered with De Boars; but 
Benneberg was still unsuspected 
“The Prince,” wrote Count John, “is 
deserted by idl the noblemen, save the 
stadholder of Friesland and myself, 
has no man else in whom he can 
repose confidence.”^ The brothers 
were doomed to be rudely awakened 
from the repose with regard to Renne- 
berg, but previously the treason of a 
less importont functionary was to cause 
a considerable but less lastiug injury 
to the national party. 

In Mechlin was a Carmelite friar, of 
audacious character and great elo- 
quence; a man who, "with his sweet, 
poisonous tongue, could ever persuade 
the people to do his bidding." ^ This 
dangerous monk, Peter Lupus, or Peter 
Wolf, by name, had formed the design 
of restming Mechim to the Prince of 
Parma, and of obtaining the bishoprio 
of Namur as the reward of hiseervices. 
To this end ho had obtained a complete 
mastery over the intellect of the bold 
but unprincipled De Bours. A corres- 
pondence was immediately opened be- 
tween Parma and the governor, and 
troops were secretly admitted into the 
city. The Prince of Orange, in the 
name of the Archduke and the estates, 
in vain endeavoured to recall the infa- 
tuated governor to do his duty. In 
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vain he conjured him, hy letter after 
letter, to be true to his own bright 
fame so nobly earned. An old friend 
of De Bonrs, and like himself a Ca- 
tholic, was also employed to remors- 
trate with him. This gentleman. Da 
Fromont hy name, wrote him many 
letters;* hut De Bours expressed hi,i 
surprise that Fromont, whom he had 
always considered a good Catholic and 
a viriaions gentleman, should wish 
to force him into a connexion uitli 
the Prince of Oiange and his heretic 
supporters. He prototod that his 
mmd was quite made up, and that ho 
had been guaranteed by Parma not 
only the post which he now hold, but 
even still farther advancement.'*' 

De Fromont reminded him, in reply, 
of the frequent revolutions of fortune's 
wheel, and warned him that tlip ad- 
vancement of which he ho,asted would 
probably be an entire degiadabon. 
He bitterly recalled to the remem- 
brance of the new zealot for Romanism 
his former earnest efforts to estahluh 
Calvinism. He reproached him, too, 
with having melted up the silver im- 
ages of the Mechlin churches, including 
even the renowned shrine of Saint 
Rombout, which the Prince of Orange 
had always reflected. “I don’t say 
how much you took of that plunder 
for your own share,” continued the in- 
dignant De Fromont, “for the vei'y 
children cry it in your ears as you n alt 
the streets. 'Tis known that if God him- 
self had been changed into gold you 
would have put him in your pocket " ■’ 

This was plain language, hut as just 
as it was plain. The famous shrine 
of Saint Rombout — -Mued at seventy 
thoueand guldens, of 8ilvcr'*gilt, and 
enriched with precioug stones — had 
been held sacred alike by the fanatical 
iconoclasts and the greedy Spomarde 
who had successively held the city. 
It had now been melted up, and ap> 
propriated by Peter Lupus, the Car- 
mehte, and De Bours, the Catholic 
convert, ‘whose mouths were full of 

» Bor, xlli*80-S3. Hoofd, xv. 636, 
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deTotion to the ancient Chnrch and 
of horror for heresy.^ 

The efforts of Orange and of the 
stu.tcs were unaYailing. De Bours 
surrendered the city, and fled to 
Pama, who received him with cor- 
diality, gave him five thousand florins 
^tlie piicei^iromised for his treason, 
besides a regiment of infantry — ^but 
expressed surprise that ha should have 
reached the camp alive.” His subse- 
quent career was shoit, and he met 
his death two years afterwards, in the 
trenches before Tournay.^ The ar- 
chiepiscopal city was thus transferred 
to the ro^ party, hut the gallant Van 
der Tjunpel, governor of Brussels, re- 
took It by surprise within six months 
of its acquisition by Parma, and once 
more restored it to the jurisdiction of 
the il^tes. Peter Lupus, the Carme- 
lite, armed to the teeth, and fighting 
fiercely at the head of the royalists, 
was slain in the street, and thus for- 
feited his chance for the mitre of 
Kamur.'* 

Dunng the weary progress of the 
Cologne negotiations, the Prince had 
not been idle, and should this august 
and slow-moving congress be unsuccess- 
ful in restoring peace, the provinces 
were pledged to on act of abjuration. 
They would tlien bo entirely without a 
head. The Idea of a nominal Bepublio 
was broached by none. The contest had 
not been one of theory, but of facts; 
for the war had not been for revolu- 
tion, but for conservation, so far os 
political rights were concerned. In 
religion, the provinces had advanced 
from one step to another, till they 
now dsimed tli# largest liberty — ^free- 
dom of Sbnsdence — for all Beligion, 
they held, was^Qod’s affair, not man's, 
in which neither people nor king had 
power over each other, but in which 


both were subject to Qod alone. Ill 
poUtica it was diffeient. Hereditary 
sovereignty was acknowledged as a 
fact, but at the some time, the spirit 
of freedom was already learning its 
appropriate language. It already 
claimed boldly &e natural right 
mankind to be governed according to 
I the laws of reason and of Divine jus- 
I tice. If a prince wore a shepherd, it 
1 was at least lawful to deprive him of 
! his crook when he butchered the flock 
which he had been appointed to pro- 
[ teet. 

“What reason is there,” eoid the 
states-general, “ why the provmces 
should suffer themselves to he con- 
tinually oppressed by their 80vereigI^ 
with robbings, bu miiig B, stinnglmgs, 
nod murderings t * Why, beiiig thns 
oppressed, should they still pve idieir 
sovereign — exactly as if he were well 
eoTiducting Atmse//*-~the honour and 
title of lord of the landf" On 
I other hand, if hereditary rule were on 
established fact, so also were ancient 
charters. To maintain, not to oveir. 
throw, the political compact, was the 
purpose of the states. "Je mainHets- 
drai" was the motto of Orange’s es- 
cutcheon. That a compact existed 
between prince and people, and that 
the sovereign held office only on con- 
dition of doing his duty, were startling 
truths which men were beginning; not 
to whisper to each other in secret^ but 
to proclaim in the market-plaoe. '"TIb 
well known to aU," said the famous 
Declaration of Wependenoe, two 
years afterwards, “that if a prince is 
appointed by God over Hte land, 'tis 
to protect them from harm, even as a 
shepherd to the guaidion^p of his 
flock. The subjects are not appointed 
by God for tire behoof of the prince^ 
but the prince for his subjects, with- 
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out whom ho is no prince. Should hs 
Tidate the laws, he is to be forsaken 
by hia meanest subject, and to be re- 
cc^foised no longer as prince.” ^ 

William of Orange always recog- 
nised these truths, but hia scheme of 
government contemplated a perma- 
nent chief, and as zt was becoming 
obvious that the Spanish sovereign 
would soon be abjured, it was neces- 
sary to fix upon a substitute. “As to 
governing these provinces in the form 
of a republic," said he, speaking for 
the states-general, “th^e who know 
the condition, pzivilegea, and ordinances 
of the couniiy, can easily understand 
that 'tie hardly possible to dispense 
with a head or superintendent.”^ At 
the same time, he plainly intimated 
that this “head or superintendent” was 
to be, not a monarch — a one-ruler — 
but merely the hereditarychief magis- 
trate of a free commonwealth. 

Where was this hereditary chief 
magistrate to be found! Hia own 
claims he absolutely -withdrew. The 
office was within his grasp, and he 
might easily have constituted himself 
sovereign of all the ffethorlands.* 
Perhaps it would have been better at 
that time had he advanced his claims, 
and accepted the sovereignty which 
Philip had forfeited. As he did not 
believe in the possibility of a republic, 
he might honestly have taken into his 
own hands the sceptre which he con- 
sidered indispeusahle. His self-abne- 
gation was, however, absolute. Not 
only did he dediue sovereignty, but 
he repeatedly avowed his leadiuess to 
lay down all the offices which he held, 
if a more useful suhstitute could he 
found. "Let no man think,” said he, 
in a remarkable speech to ^e states- 
general, "that my good-wiU is in any 
degree changed or diminished. I 
ogree to obey — as the least of the 
lords or gentlemen of the land could 
do — whatever person it may please 
you to select. You have but to com- 
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mand my serrioes whwcsoevsr they 
are most wanted; to guard a province 
or a single city, or in any capacity in 
which I may he found most useful. I 
promise to do my duty, with aU my 
strength and skill, as God and my con- 
science are witnesses that I have done 
it hitherto.”^ o 

The negotiations pointed to a speedv 
abjuration of Philip; the Eepnhh'c 
was contemplated by none; the Prini-o 
of Orange absolutely refused to stietcli 
forth his own hand;— who, then, waa 
to receive the sceptre which uas so 
soon to be bestowed? A German 
prince had been tried — in a somewhat 
abnormal position — but had certainly 
manifested small capacity for Hiding 
the provinces. Nothmg could well be 
more insignificant than the figure of 
Hatthias ; and, moreover, his iingprial 
brother was anything but favourably 
disposed. It was necessary to manage 
BudolpK To treat the Archduke 
with indignity, now that ho had been 
partly estehlished m the Netherlands, 
would bo to incur the Emperor’s en- 
ncity. His friendship, however, could 
hardly be secured by any advance- 
ment bestowed upon bis brother; 
for Budolph’s semces against prero- 
gative and the Pope were in no case 
to he expected. Nor was there much 
hope from the Protestant princes of 
Germany. The day had passed for 
generous sympathy with those engiiged 
m the great struggle which Mai'tin 
Luther had commenced. The present 
generation of Geiunan Protestants wci e 
more inclined to put down the Calvin 
istic schism at home than to aave it 
from oppression abroad. Hen woie 
more disposed to wrangle <«vcr tlie 
thrice-gnawed bonCs of ecclesiosticid 
casuistry, than to assist their brethren 
in the field. " I know not,” said'Gaul- 
theruB, " whether the calamity of the 
Netherlands, or the more than bestial 
stupidity of the Germans, be most 
deplorable. To the insane contests on 
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theological abstractions \re owe it that 
many are ready to breathe blood and 
slaughter against their own brethren. 
The hatred of the Lutherans has 
reached that point that they can 
rather tolerate Papists than our- 
selves."* 

In England, there was much sym- 
pathy for the provinces, and there — 
although the form of government was 
still arbitrary — the instincts for ctvil 
and religious freedom, which have ever 
characterised the Anglo-Saxon race, 
were not to be repressed. Upon nt.my 
a battle-field for Irberty in the Eether- 
lands, " men whose limbs were made 
in England" were found coniendtng 
for the rrglrt. The blood and treasure 
of Englishmen flowed freely rn the 
cause of their relatives by rehgiorr and 
racejgbut these were &e efiorta of 
individuals. Hitherto hut httle as- 
srstance had been rendered by the 
English Queen, who had, on the con- 
trary, atmost distracted the provinces 
by her fast-and-loose policy, both to- 
wards them and towards Anjou. Tire 
politreal rivalry between tliat Irirrce 
and herself in the Netherlands had, 
however, now given place to the me- 
morable love-poBsage from which im- 
portant rresulte were expected, and it 
woe thought certain that Elizabeth 
irould vietv with satisfaction any dig- 
nity conferred upon her lover.* 

Orange had a right to form this 
opinion. At the same time, it is well 
known that the chief cormcillors of 
Elizabeth — while they were all m 
favour of assrstiug the provinces — 
looked with anythmg hut satisfaction 
upon the Anj^u marriage. “The 
Duke," %rote Davidson to Walsing- 
ham^in July Jfi7i)), "seeks, forsooth, 
under a pretext of marriage with her 
Hig&ess, the rather to espouse the 
Low Countries — ^the chief ground and 
object of his pretended love, howsoever 
it be disguised." The envoy believed 
both El^beth and the provinces in 
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danger of taking unto themselves a 
vaiy bad master. “ Is there any 
means," ho added, "so apt to sound 
lbs veiy bottom of our estate, and to 
hinder and breake the neck of all such 
good purpose as the necessify of t^ 
tyme shall set ahroch f ” * 

The provinces of Holland and Zeor 
hind, notwithstanding the love they 
bore to Wilhain of Orange, could never 
be persuaded by his arguments into 
favouring Anjou. Indeed, it was 
rather on account of the love they 
bore the Prince — whom they were 
determined to have for their sovereign 
— that they refused to listen to any 
persuasion m favour of his rival, al- 
though coining from his own lips. The 
states-general, m a report to the states 
of Holland, drawn up under the supei'- 
inlcndence of tlie Prince, brought 
forward all the usual arguments for 
accepting the Piench duke, in case 
the abjuration should take pladR*" 
They uiged the contract with Anjou 
(of August 18th, 1678), the great ex- 
penses he had already incurred in 
their behalf; the danger of ofiending 
him; the possibility that m such case 
he would ally himself with Spam ; the 
prospect that, in consequence of suoh 
a result, there would be three enemies 
in the field against them — the Wal- 
loons, the Spaniards, and the Erenoh, 
all whose forces would eventually bo 
turned upon Holland and Zealand 
alone. It was represented that the 
selection of Anjou would, on tire other 
hand, secure the fiiendsbip of France 
— an alliance which would inspire 
both the Emperor and the Spanish 
monarch with fear; for they could 
not contemplate without j'eadousy a 
possible incorporation of the provinces 
with that kingdom. Moreover, the 
geographical situation of France made 
its friendship inexpressibly desirable. 
The states of Holland and Zealand 
were, therefore, earnestly invited to 
send deputies to an assembly of thL 
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statea-general, in order to conclude 
meiisures touching the decbiration of 
independence to he made against the 
Bling, and conceming the election of 
the Duke of Anjou.^ 

The official communicationa by 
speech or wiiting of Orange to the 
dilTerent corporatiouB and assemblies, 
were at this period of enormous ex- 
tent. He was moved to fiequent 
anger by the parsimony, the iuter-pro- 
vmcial jealousy, the dull perception of 
the different estates, and he often ex- 
pressed his wrath in unequivocal lan- 
guage. He dealt rounffiy with all 
public bodies. His eloquence was dis- 
tanguishedby a bold, uncompromising, 
truth-teUing spirit, whether the worils 
might prove palatable or bitter to Lis 
auffience. His language rebuked his 
hearers more frequently than it ca- 
ressed them I for he felt it impossible, at 
^^Uimes, to consult both the humours 
and the high interests of the people, 
and he had no hesitation, as guarilian 
of popular liberty, in denouncing the 
popular vices by which it was en- 
dangered.* 

By both great parties, he com- 
plained, his shortcomings were all 
noted, the good which he hod accom- 
phshed passed over in silence *' He 
solemnly protested that he desired, 
out of hiB whole heart, the advance- 
ment of that religion which he publicly 
professed, and with God's hlessiiig, 
hoped to profess tothe end of bis life;'* 
but nevertheless, he reminded the 
states that he had sworn, upon taking 


office as lieutenant-Qeueial, to keep 
“ all the subjects of the land equally 
under his protection,” and that he bad 
kept his oath. He rebuked the pat's!- 
mony which placed the accepted chief 
of the provinces in a sordid and ecu- 
temptible position. "The Arehdaks 
has been compelled,” said ffe, in Augu 
to the states-general, "to break up 
housekeeping, for want of meaiu. 
How shameful and disieputablc ic 
the country, if he should be ccmpolk'l 
for very poverty, to leave the luiiJ ' ' 
He offered to lay down all the piiwcr 
with which he had himaelf been 
clothed, but insisced. li heweie to cuu 
tinuo in office, upon being pioiiJtd 
with larger means of being 
“’Twas impossible,” he said, “ for hua 
to servo longer on the same foutuig as 
heretofore; fmdmg himself WiWiuiit 
power or authori^, without mni-i, 
without troops, without money, with- 
out obedience.” * He reminded the 
states-general that the enemy — mijci 
pretext of peace negotiations — were 
ever circulatmg calumnious statement'' 
to the effect that he was peisoually the 
only obstacle to peace. The real uby ct 
of these hopeless conferences was to 
BOW dissension through the land, to 
set burgher against burgher, house 
against house. As in Italy, Guelphs 
and Ghibellines — as in Floience, ihc 
Neri and Bianohi — as in Holland, the 
Hooks and Cabbeljaws had, by thi„r 
■unfortunate quarrels, armed fellow- 
countrymen and families against each 
other — so also, nothmg was so powei- 
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despises them; the noMity declare tint 
it la their order which he hates , teid this it 
as sensible as if you were to toll me lit 
you were the eon of a clown: (quasi v tl’t-o* 
bat nuhi, ogo aim patre rustmo uaCus) " — ilp. 
addydu.cp 70. p 270. ‘'Egunonpoteuia 
sabs admirari Auiiaci prudciitiam cc aq'J- 
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tiorum mole snstlnends et ferondis tot in- 
junia. 006001-0 respioe ejus viitutcm et us 
deterreat a eolenda cum co amintia ejus 
fortuna, qum tandem etlam forte luagis 
laota hilgefeiit ” — Ibid. 

* '* hocwel dat wy met on will^ cut- 

kennen dat met uit goiisolftr herl^. ca 
Bouden hegeert hehben de vordenngo .m 
der Religle van do wclke wy God lot open- 
bare pEOfessie doen en verhopcii 't sell 0 ce 
doen tot den emd» onser icevons,” etc.— 
Iietter to the 8tates.gcnei3]„'ihi sup. 
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ful as religiuus difference to sot friend 
against Mend, father against son, hus- 
band against wife,^ 

Ha -warned the states against the 
peacepropo^tionsoftheenemy. Spain 
had no intention to concede, but was 
resolved to extirpate. For himeaU, he 
had certainly everything to lose by 
continued war, HisznagniJScentestatca 
were withheld, and — ^ded he with 
simplicity— there is no man who does 
not desire to enjoy his own,“ The 
hberation of his son, too, from his 
foreign captiiily, was, after thogloiy 
of God and the welfare of the father- 
land, the dearest object of his heai t 
Moreover, he was himself approaching 
the cleehne of life. Twelve years he 
had spent in perpetual anxiety and 
labour for the cause. As lie ap- 
pio^hed old age, he had sulilcient 
reason to desire leijose. Hevertheless, 
considering the great multitude of 
people who were leaning upon him, he 
should account himself disgraced if, 
for the sake of his own private advan- 
tage, he were to recommend a peace 
which was not perfectly seeure. As 
regarded his own personal interests, 
he could easily place himself beyond 
danger — yet it would bo otherwise 
with the people. The existence of the 
religion which through the mercy of 
God he professed, would be saciideed, 
and countless multitudes of innocent 
men would, by hia act, be thrown 
bodily mto the hands of the blood- 
thirsty inqiusitora who, m times past, 
had muidered so many persona, and 
so utterly desolated the land. In 
regard to the ceaseless msinuations 
a^inst his cliitracier which men ut- 
tered *over their tables and in the 
Streets,” he pbserved philosophically, 
that “manHnd were naturally in- 
cliifed to calumny, particularly against 
those who exercised government over 
them. His hfe was the best answer 
to those slanders. Being overwhelmed 

1 Letter to the btutes-gener'^ Sept. 18, 
157#, Bor, % XIV. ISl, sqij. 

a Alvaer #i niemo&d hy soude wcl begeren 
h«jirsi|ne te gebroilcen." — ^Letter to the 
^^ea-geueiaL 

< “Om alsnike goede vorderbjln oondt- 
‘Jon aeu te nemen als^ds zelvo s|}ii gepre- 
senteert en aeagebodeu even vent bar oaer 


with debt, ho should doubtless do 
better in a personal point of view to 
accept the excellent and iifoJUalU offeis 
which were daily made to bna by tiho 
enemy.” ■* He might be justitcd m 
such a course, when it was remembered 
how many had deserted him and for- 
sworn their religion. Keverthelesib 

he had ever refused, and rficidd ever 
refuse, to listen to oilers by which only 
his own personal intcrc^ls were se- 
cured. As to the defence of the counr 
try, he had thus far dene all in hia 
power, with the small resources phteed 
at Lis cemmand. He was urged by 
the "nuarer-united states” to retain 
the post of Lieutenant-GeneraL Hs 
was ready to consent. Ha was, hoW' 
ever, not -willing to hold office a au> 
ment, unless he had power to compel 
cities to accept ganisons, to eniocce 
the collection of net.>l£nl suppUsa 
throughout the provinces, and in 
general to do everything whioh*Bh 
judged necessary for the heat into- 
esta of the country.* 

Three councils were nf t estab- 
lished — one to be in attenebnee upon 
the Archduke and the Prmce of 
Orange, the two others to resitle re- 
spectively in flaodeis and in Utrecht. 
They were to he appointed by Matthloa 
and the Prince, upon a double nomi- 
nation from the estates of the united 
provmces. Their Jeoisions were to be 
made ai.cording to a majority of votes^ 
and thcie was to be no secret cabinet 
be].iitd and above their deliberations.* 
It W.13 long, however, before these 
counciiv were put mto working order. 
The fatal j'ealousy of the provincial 
authorities, the small ambition of local 
magistrates, interposed daily obstacles 
to the vigorous march of the gene- 
rality.* Never was j.-alousy more mis- 
chievous, never mrcumspertinn more 
misapplied. It was not a land nor a 
ciivis in which there was ponl of ceu- 
trahsation. Local municipal govern 

na hadde -witlcn lalstercn on gedurende 
f)e.scn VTOdenhandr I tot oonig jmrtlc^er 
accord Tcrstacn.”— Ibid 

* Letlor to the Btetes-gonerB], Sept. 38; 
ItTC. Bor, 2, XIV 131, eqq. 

* Bor, XIV. US, drohives do la 2U. 
d'Omngo, vli. 107. 

* Airblv^ otc , vil PA • 
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ment was in truUi the only force left. 
There was no possibility of its being 
merged in a central authority which 
did not exist. The country iraa with- 
out a centre. There was small chance 
of apoplexy where there was no head. 
The danger Liy in the mutual repul- 
eireness of these atoms of sorerei^ty 
— in the centrifugal tendencies wmch j 
were fast resolving a nebulous com- 
monwealth into chaos. Disunion and 
dissension would soon bring about 
a more fatal centralisation — that of 
absorption in a distant despotism. 

At the end of November 1579, 
Oiange made another remarkable 
speech in the states-general at Ant- 
werp.^ He handled the usual topics 
with his customary vigour, and with 
that grace and warmth of delivery 
vliich always made his eloquence so 
persuasive and impressive.* He spoke 
of the countless calumnies against 
UMdi, the chaffering niggardliness of 
the provinces, the slender result pro- 
duced by his repeated warnings. He 
told them bluntiy the great cause of 
aU th^r troubles. It was the absence 
of a broad patriotism; it was the 
narrow power grudged rather than 
given to the deputies who sat in the 
general assembly. They were mere 
envoys, tied by instructions. They 
were powerless to act, except after 
tedious reference to the will of their 
masters, the provincial boards. The 
deputies of the Union came thither, 

‘ he said, as advocates of their provinces 
4 or their oities, not as coimclllon of a 
^ commonwealth — and sought to further 
i those narrow interests, even at the 
1 risk of destruction to &eir sister etates. 
The contributions, be'complained, were 
assessed unequally, and expended self- 
ishly. Upon this occasion, as upon all 
occanons, he again challenged inquiry 
I into the purity of his government de- 

i 1 In Bor, xiv. 141-143. 
y s i*Avoo un accent propre^" anyn one of 
f, his most hitter enemies, “et actun con- 

1 ' venabie, en quoi le Fnnce d’Oranges ex- 
celloit-^nnant h I'ossembMs si grands im- 
pression et persuasion qn’il romporta le 
friilct qii'll desirott," etc,— Benom delVaneo, 
I* UB.. t. iv o. xi- 
S • Bor, xlv. 160-161. 

4 Bor. xiv, 153-160. The estimated ex- 
PQSOB of tho states* aimr for the year 1600^ 


manded chastisement, if any act of 
mol-administration on his part could 
he found, and repeated his anxious 
desire eitiier to be relieved from his 
functions, or to be furnished with the 
means of discharging them with effi- 
ciency. 

On the 12th of December 1579, ha 
again made a powerful speech in the 
stotes-general.* Upon the 9th of Jan- 
uary 1680, following, he made an ela- 
borate ad^-ess upon tho state of the 
country, urging the necessity of raising 
inetantiy a considerable army of good 
and experienced soldiers. He fixed 
the indispensable number of such a 
force at twelve thousand foot, four 
thousand horse, and at least twelve 
hundred pioneeis. “Weigh well tho 
matters,” said he, in conclusion, “ which 
1 have thus urged, and wIulIi asg of 
the most extreme necessity. Ken in 
their utmost need are daily coming to 
me for refuge, as if I held poucr mer 
all thiru/s in my hand.” At the same 
time he complained that by reason of 
the dilatorinesa of the states, he was 
prevented from alleviating misery when 
he knew the remedy to be within reach. 
“ I beg you, however, my masters,'' ho 
continued, “to believe that this acldiess 
of mine is no simple discourse. 'Tie a 
faithful presentment of matters which, 
if not reformed, will cause the speedy 
and absolute ruin of the land. What- 
ever betide, however, I pray you to 
hold yourselves assured, that with 
God's help, I am determined to live 
with you or to die with you.''4 

Karly in the year 1580, the Prince 
was doomed to a bitter disappointment, 
and the provinces to a'%evere loss, in 
tho treason of Count RenneUiSrg, go- 
vernor of Friesland. Thi^ young noble 
was of the great Lalam family. Ha 
was a younger brother of Anthony, 
Count of Hoogstraaten — the unwaver. 

to ho ss&esBod upon all tho piovinccs, was, 
per niontli, 618.000 florins This provided 
for 226 mfantiy oompanlos, amounting to 
32.162 men. at a monthly pay of 360.240 
flonos; 3,750 cavahy at 80,690 flonns 
monthly wages, besides 1,20 Gh,men 
reitera at 40,000 flonns per month, 
other mcidcntal expenses A caphtm flit 
cell od 60 florins per month, a Ibntonaut 
45, a seigeimt 12, a sargoon 12, otc , etc.— • 
ilraom de France, US., t. iv. a 27, 

t 
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ing friend of Orange. He had been 
brought up in the family of his cousin, 
the Count de Lalaan, governor of 
Hainault, and had inherited the title 
of Bennebezg from an uncle, who was 
a dignitary of the cUuroh.1 For more 
than a year there had been suspicions 
of ius fidelity. He was supposed to 
have been tapered with by the Duke 
of Terranova, on the first aiiival of 
that functionary in the KetheiUnds ‘ 
Nevertheless, uie Prince of Otange 
was unwilling to listen to the whi&i>crs 
against him. Being himself the mark 
of calumny, and haring a tender re- 
membrance of tile elder brother, ho 
persisted in reposing confidence in a 
man, who was in reaUty unwoithyof 
hU friendship. George Lalam, there- 
fore, remained stadholder of Friesland 
and^renthe, and in possession of the 
capnol city, Groningen. 

The rumours concerning him proved 
correct. In November 1579, he en- 
tered into a formal treaty widi Terra- 
nova, by which ha was to receive — as 
the price of "the virtuous resolution 
which ho oontemplated" — ^the sum of 
ten thousand crowns in hand, a further 
sum of ten thousand croivns within 
three months, and a yearly pension of 
ten thousand florins, moreover, his 
barony of Yille was to be erected into 
a marquisate, and he was to receive 
the order of the Golden Fleece at the 
first vacancy. He was likewise to be 
coutmued in the same offices under 
the Kin g which he now held from the 
estates.’ The bill of sale, by which 
he agreed with a certain Quislain le 
Bailly to transfer himself to Spain, 
fixed these teams with the technical 
scrupulwuancss of any other mercantile 

1 Bor, .XV. 2Tfi 

> Bor, XIV. 162, sqq. Usteten, x. ICS. 
Hoofs, xvL 681. 

> BmsncillationdeOronliigonetda Comte 
de Benneberg, MB., 1 f 69, 69, 76. Under 
this ouphemlBm, by way of tiUo, the onginal 
agreements of Benneberg, together with a 
laigs mass of correspondence relative to hie 
famous treason, ore arranged in the royal 
atobivos at Brussele, in two fcAo vols, of 
MS -^mpare Byvoegael Auth Stttkh. tot 
P. TiS, it 3; 4. Tho terms «f the bargain 
th|D coldly set fbrth, are worthy attention, 
sgAewing the perieetly mercantila maimer 
In which those great nobles sold themselves. 
An honest attachment,«such ss was mam- 
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transaction. Benneberg sold hitnseU. 
ss one would sell a yoke of oxen, and 
his motives were no whit nobler than 
the cynical contract would indicate. 
“See you not,” said he in a private 
letter to a friend, “that this whole 
work is brewed by the Nassaus for the 
sake of their own greatness, and that 
they are everywhere provided with the 
very best crumbs? They are to be 
stadholders of the principal provinces; 
we are to content ourselves with Over- 
yssel and Drente. Therefore I have 
thought it heat to make my peace with 
the King, from whom more benefits 
are to be got.” ’ 

Je.ilousy and selfislmeBB, then, were 
the motives of hia “virtuous resolu- 
tion.” He had another, perhaps a 
nobler incentive. He was in love 
with the Countess Meghen, widow of 
Lancelot BciUymout, and it was pri- 
vately stipulated that the influence of 
his l^jesty's goveiunient should^te 
employed to bring about his nuirrli^go 
with the lady. The treaty, however, 
which Benneberg had n^e with 
Quislain le Bailly was not immediately 
carried out. Early in February 1680, 
bis sister and em genius, Cornelia 
Lalain, wife of Baron monceau, mads 
him a visit at Groningen. She im- 
plored him not to ^ve over bis soul to 
perdition by oppressing the Holy 
Churcli. She ^o appealed to his 
family pride, which should keep him, 
she said, from the contamination of 
companionship with “ base-bom wea- 
vers and fumeis.” She was of 
opinion that to contaminate his high- 
born fingers with base bribes were a 
lower degradation. The pension, 
crowns in hand, the marquisate, this 

fested by eavalieis like Berlaymont and Ms 
four biave eons, to the royal and Oatiiolio 
cauBB, can be respected, oven wldlo we 
regret that bo mum bravery should have 
been expended in eupport of so inlhmous a 
tyranny But while tneir fanaticism can be 
forgiven, no language is strong enough to 
stigmatise the men who dosertm the ogUMl 
of liberty and eoDBetenceforUre. Uigm; 
be remembered that Benneberg was 
mors virtuous than a large nnmbsr 
distinguished compeers, msny of snura 
wera transferred so oRm bom on SiiMwi 
the other, that they at last lost Svuw' 
vertibls value. ' 

4 Etuit, Hell. Stsalsieg., 1. 1TB, note 
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ctJlor of the Golden Fleece, were all 
held before his eyee again. He was 
persuaded, moreover, that the fair 
band of the wealthy widow would be 
the crowning prize of his treason, but 
in this he was destined to disappoint- 
ment. The Countess was reserved for 
a more brilliant and a more bitter fate. 
She was to espouse a man of higher 
i.uik, but more worthless character, 
also a traitor to the cause of freedom, 
to which she was herself devoted, and 
who was even accused of attempting 
her life in her old age, in order to 
supply her place with a younger rival.^ 
The artful eloquence of Cornelia do 
Lalain did its work, and Bennebcrg 
entered into correspondence with 
Farma. It is singular with how 
much indulgence his conduct and 
character were regarded both bofoie 
and subsequently to his treason. 
There was something atti active about 
the imftTi. In an age when many 
German and Hetherland nobles were 
given to drunkenness and debaucheiy, 
and were distinguished rather for 
coarseness of manner and brutality of 
intellect^ than for refinement oi learn- 
ing, Count Renneberg, on the con- 
trary, was an cleg.int and accomplished 
gentleman — the Sydney of his country 
in all but loyalty of character. He 
was a classical scholar, a votary of 
music and poetry, a gi aceful trouba- 
dour, and a valiant knight.^ He was 
“sweet and lovely of conversation,”'* 
generous and bountiful by nature. 
\Vith BO many good gifts, it was a 
thousand pities tliat the gift of truth 
had been denied him. Never did 
treason look more amiable, but it was 
treason of the blackest die. He was 
treacherous, in the hour of her utmost 
need, to the country which had ti-ustcd 
him. He was treacherous to the gieat 
man who had leaned upon his truth. 


1 Ueteren, x 168. Bor, ziv. 161, and 
Hoofd, xvm. 423. 

a See the lettcis of Count John of Kass.'ut 
and of the Landgrave William, In Axohivos, 
etc , vols vi. and vu., passim. 

• Hoofd, x*?]!!. 77S. 

* ** Soefc en licilukvanconTcrsatio.''— Bor, 
xvL 2 T(p. 

‘ " J» me suis trouvS,” wiot the Pimoe 


when all others had abandoned him.' 
He was treacherous from the most 
sordid of motives — jealousy of lus 
fnend and love of place and pelf; but 
his subsequent remorse and his early 
death have cast a veil over the black- 
ness of his crime. 

While Cornelia de Lalain was in 
Gromngen, Orange was m HoUaud. 
Intercepted letters left no doubt of 
the plot, and it was agreed that the 
Pnnee, then on his way to Amstcidam, 
should summon the Count to an mter- 
view. Renneberg's trouble at the 
proximity of Orange could not be sup- 
pressed.^ He felt that he could never 
look hrs friend m the face agam. His 
plans were not ripe; it was dcsnible 
to dissemble for a season longer , but 
how could he meet that trcunpiil eye 
which “looked qmte through tho i’ icds 
of men ? " It was obvious to lleunc- 
beig that Kit deed was to he dune 
forthwith, if he would escape dlsccni- 
fiture. The Prince would soon be in 
Groningen, and his presence would 
dispel the plots which had been seoi ttly 
constructed. 

On the evening of hlarch the 3d, 
1580, the Count entertained a large 
number of the most distinguished 
famihes of the place at a ball and 
banquet. At the supper-table, Hilde- 
brand, chief buigomaster of the eit}, 
bluntly interrogated his host concern- 
ing the calumnious reports which were 
incuculation, expressing the hnpoth.it 
there w^os no truth in these inveniious 
of hiB enemies. Thus summoned, Heii- 
noborg, seizing the hands of Hildebiand 
in both his own, exclaimed, “ Oh, iny 
father I you whom I esteem as luy 
father, can you suspect me of such 
guilt ? I pray you, trust me, and £cai 
me not I " ’’ 

With this he restored the buigo- 
master and all the other guests to con- 


In Haich 1680, to Lazarus Bchwemh. "ct 
trouTO eucore t iiresout abondonuO noiisculo- 
ment de scoours ot assistance, niius mesnio 
de oommunicatiGU ot do couseil, ea is plus 
grande difficnlte du temps et dangei 'isv 
occurrences qui mo tombout Buries bras. *- 
Archives, 'vli. 231. 

• Bor, XIV 167. 

r Bor, 167. Mote-en, x. 169, nooiil.avi 
682. 
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fidence. The feast and dance pro- 
ceeded/ while Benneherg was qtuetly 
arranging his plot. During the night 
all the leading patriots were token out 
of ^eir beds, and earned to prison, 
notice being at the Bame time given to 
the secret adherents of Benneberg. 
Before dawft, a numerous mob of boat- ; 
men and vagrants, well armed, ap- 
peared ni>on the public square. They 
bore torches and standard, and amazed 
the quiet little city with ^eir shouts. 
The place >vas formally taken into pos- 
session, cannon were planted in front 
of the Town House to command the 
principal streets, and barricades erected 
at various important points. Just at 
daylight, Benneberg himself, in com- 
plete ormouT) rode into the square, 
and it was observed that he looked 
ghcJtly as a corpse.^ He was followed 
by thirty troopers, armed like himself, 
from head to foot. Stand by me 
cow,*'he cried to the assembled tmeng; 
"faU me not at this moment, for now 
I am for the first time your stodholder.** 
While he was speaking, a few citizens 
of the highest class forced their way 
through the throng and addressed the 
mob in tones of authority. They 
were evidently magisterial persons en- 
deavouring to quell the riot. As they 
advanced, one of Benneberg's men-at- 
arms discharged hia carabine at the 


foremost gentleman, who was no other 
than burgomaster Hlldelnrand. He 
fell dead at the feet of the stadholder 
— of the man who had clasped his 
hands a few hours before, called biTw 
father, and implored him to entertain 
no suspicions of his honour. The 
death of this distinguished gentleman 
created a panic, during which Benne- 
berg addressed his adherents, and 
stimulated them to atone by their 
future zeal in the Bang’s service for 
their former delinquency. A few days 
affcem'ards the city was formally re- 
united to the roy^ govemment, but 
the Count’s measures had been precipi- 
tated to such an extent, l^t he >vas 
unable to carry the province with lum, 
as he had hoped. On the contra^, 
although he luid secured the city, ha 
had secured nothing else. He was iin 
mediately beleaguered by the staW 
force m the province under the 
mand of Barthold Kates, Hohenlo, 
Philip Louis Nassau, and it was neces- 
sary to send for immediate asBistonCe 
from Parma.* 

The Prince of Orange, being thus 
bitterly disappointed by ^e treachery 
of his friend, and foUod in his at- 
tempt to avert the immediate cons^ 
quences, continued his inteimpted 
journey to Amsterdam. Here he was 
received with unbounded enthusiasm.’ 
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The V3X continued in a languid and 
desultoijr nuumei in different parts of 
the country. At an action near Ingel- 
mimster, liie brave and accomplished 
De la Noue was made prisoner.^ This 
was a severe loss to the states, a cruel 
blow to Orange, for he was not only 
one of the most experienced soldiers, 
but one of the most accomplished 
writers of his age. His pen was as 
celebrated as his sword.* In exchange 
for the illustrious Fi enchman the states 
m vain offered Count Fgmont, who 
had been made prisoner a few weeks 
before, and De SeUes, who was cap- 
tured shortly afterwaiJs. Faima an- 
swered, contemptuously, that he would 
not give a lion for two sheep.’ Even 
Champagny was offeied in addition, 
but without success. Fai ma had wi it- 
ten to Fhihp, immediately upon the 
capture, that, were it not for Egmont, 
Selles, and othcis, then in the power 
ol^range, ho should order the execu- 
tion of La None. Under the circum- 
stances, however, he had begged to be 
informed as to his Majesty’s pleasure, 
and in the meantime had placed the 
prisoner in the castle of Limbing, 
under charge of De Billy’ His Ma- 
jesty, of course, never eignihed his plea- 
sure, and the illustrious soldier le 
mained for fii e years in a loathsome 
dungeon more befitting a condemned 
mal^octor than a prisoner of war. It 
was in the donjon keep of the castle, 
lighted only by an aperture in the i oof, 
and was therefore exposed to the rain 
and all inclemencies of the sky, while 
rats, toads, and other sermin housed 
in the miiy floor.’ Here this dis 
tinguished personage, Francis with 
the Don Aim, whom all Frenchmen, 
Cathohe or Huguenot, admired for his 

1 Bor, X7 194, 105 Hoofd, xvi 690 

9 ** Che cgh habbia eaputo," Bays Benti^ 
Toglio, <‘coBibeu maoeggieire la peuna come 
la spada, e Talero in paco non punto mono 
Ghe in ^erro.”" Guerra di Iiaudin, 2, u 
249. 

' * Bv. Bcidon , Ann ii 89 

* blrada, d, 2, in 155, 150. Parma ib and 
to hare hinted to Philip that De Billy would 
(nUing^undcrtake thepriTatooBBassmatiou 
of La Nouo ~Pop(dj]uire. Hist, dea Fays 
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• Moyse Amirault : La Vie de Prinooia, 
mneur do la NouO dit Bras de For (Lcyde, 
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genius, bravery, and purity o£ chaioc* 
ter, passed five yeori of dose confine- 
ment The government was moat 
anxious to take his hfe, but the cap- 
tivity of Egmont and others pi evented 
the acoomplidiment of their wishes 
During this long period, the wife and 
numerous friends of La isowe were 
unwearied in their efforts to effect his 
ransom or exchange,^ but none of the 
piisoneiB in the Imnds of the pitiiots 
were considered a fair equivalent 
The hideous proposition ivas even 
made by Philip the Second to La 
Koue, that he should xeceive hui 
libei by if he would pemtf Jus eves io 
he put ovt^ as a preliminary condition 
The fact is attested by sevei il Ittteis 
wiitten by La Koue to his wife. The 
prisoner, weaiied, shatteicd in health, 
and sighing for air and hbeity, >as 
disposed and even anxious to accept 
the infamous offer, and discussed the 
matter philosophically in his letter 
That lady, however, hoiror struck at 
the suggestion, implored him to i eject 
the conditiou, which he accoidingly 
consented to do. At last, in June 
1585, he was exchanged, on extiemely 
rigorous terms, for Egmont, Duiing 
hiB captivity in this vile dungeon, ho 
corapo'scd not only his famous political 
and mihtary discourses, but suvonl 
other works, among the rest, Aiinotv- 
tions upon Plutarch and upon the 
Histones of Guicciaidim.^ 

The siege of Gionmgeu proceeded, 
and Parma ordered some forces und^r 
Mai tin Scbcnckto advance to its relief. 
On the othei hand, the meagio states 
foices under Sonoy, Hohciilu, Lutes, 
and Count John of >rtissau*s young 
son, William Louis, had not yev made 
much impression upon th«^ city.^ Theie 

» ♦‘Enfin on en Tint jueqiios a co do,^i5 
barbano quo do luy foire suiarcrer lous m un, 
qiie pour donner uno sufiisante caution ao 
no porter jamais lea armes conlro lo Rov 
Catnolioque, il falloitqu’il selaissub croor 
les yeux, A peme Teusse je creu si jo no 
PavoiB B^eu quo par la lecture des lubtoiics 
et par le roppoit d'un tiers. Mats 7 ou 8 
Utirtt qu’il en a foites de ea propre mani ^ 
8 i femme m’out rendu la chon 5{(,^ 

que Bur sa foy je la donne icy pour tclK 
— ' Amirault, pp, 280, 281-298 — Compare 
Btiada, 2, m, 156. 

B Dor, XT. 20S-205 Hoofd, xVk 691, 
VeteroD, x. 169, 170. 



was litile military skill to atone for 
the feebleness of the assailing army, 
although there was plenty of rude 
valour. Barthold Entes, a man of des- 
perate character, was impatient at the 
dilatoriness of the proceedings. After 
having been in disgrace with the states, 
sines the downfall of hia friend and 
patron, the Count Be la Marck, he had 
recently succeeded to a regiment in 
place of Colonel Ysselstein, " dismi&icd 
for a hoimcide or two On the 17th 
of May, he had been dining at llolda, 
in company with Holienlo and the 
young Count of Nassau. Iletuming 
to the trenches m a state of wild in- 
tozic ation, he accosted a knot of supe- 
rior sfQcers, informing them that they 
wei e but boys, and that he would shew 
them how to c.airy the faubourg of 
Groj ingen on the instant. He was 
answered that the faubourg, being 
waBed and moated, could be taken 
only by escalade or battery. Laughing 
loudly, he rushed forward toward the 
counterscarp, waving bis sword, and 
brandishing on his left arm the covcr 
of a butter firkin, which he had taken 
iustoad of his buckler. He had ad- 
vanced, however, but a step, when a 
bullet from the faubourg pierced his 
brain, and he fell dead without a 
word.’ 

So perished one of the wild founders 
o the Netheiland commonwealth — 
one of the little hand of reckless 
adventurers who had captuiod the 
town of Brill in 1S72, and thus laid 
the foundation-stone of a great le- 
public, which was to dictate its laws 
to the empire of Charles the Fifth. 
He was in subie sort a type. His 
character was emblematical of the 
worst side of the liberating movement 
Desperate, lawless, ferocious — a robber 
on ^nd, • a pirate by sea — ^he had 
rendered great service in the cause 
of hia fa&erland, and hod done it 
much disgrace. By the evil deeds of 
men like himseU, the fair face of 
liberty had been profaned at its first 
appe 






Born of a respectable 
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I Hoofd ubl sup. Meteren, x. 170».— 
OompsxB Lor, 3, xv. 20.'>. 
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family, he had been noted, when a 
stndent in this very Groningen where 
he had now found his grave, for the 
youthful profligacy of his chaincter. 
After dissipating his paitrimony, be 
had taken to the sea, the legalised 
piracy of the mortal struggle with 
Spain ofiering a welcome refuge to 
Biiendthrifts like himself. In common 
with many a banished noble of ancient 
birth and broken fortunes, the riotous 
stndent became a successful corsair, 
and it is probable that his prizes were 
made os well among the friends as the 
enemies of hia country. He amassed 
in a short time one hundred thousand 
ci-owns — no contemptible fortune in 
tliose days He assisted La Marck in 
the memorable attack upon Brill, but 
behaved badly and took to flight when 
Moudragon made his memorable expe- 
dition to relieve Tergoes.’ He had 
subsequently been imprisoned with 
La M.arck for insubordination, Hffd 
during hia confinement had dissipated 
a huge part of his fortune. In 157^ 
after the violation of the Ghent treaty, 
he had returned to his piratical pur- 
suits, and having prospered again as 
rapidly as he had done during hia 
former cruises, had been glad to 
exchange the ocean for more honour^ 
able sci-vice on shore. The result was 
the tragic yet almost ludicrous termi- 
nation uhicli we have narrated. He 
left a hiHiiLome property, the result 
of his laiiuus piracies, or, accorthiig to 
the usual euphemism, prizes. Ho often 
expressed legict at the number of 
triers whom ha had cost into the 
sea, complaining, in pailicular, of one 
victim whom he had thrown over 
board, who would never sink, but who 
for yrais lon^ ever floated in his wake, 
and stared him in the face whenever 
he looked over his vessel’s side. A 
gambler, a proflig.ite, a pirate, he hail 
yet reudcicd scrrice to the cause of 
freedom, and his name — sullying the 
purer and nobler ones of other lododen 
of the commonwealth — "iBe 

the capitoL” * 

Ibid , X ifS Bor, xv. 
xvi. 691. Archives de la H 
vA 370. The names of the 
turors who seized Bnll are all. 
bsrved in tl^ old letords of thAl 
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The worthy gentleman bod been super- 
nstorally ,duected as to his second 
dioice, ere that choice seemed neces- 
sary; for before the news of bis wife’s 
death had reached him, the Count 
dreamed that he was already rmited in 
second nuptials to the fair Cunigunda, 
daughter of the deceased Elector Pa- 
latine — a vision which was repeated 
many times. On the morrow he learn- 
ed, to his amazement, that he was a 
widower, and entertained no doubt 
that he had been specially directed 
towards the princess seen in his slum- 
bers, whom he had never seen in life.' 
His friends were in favour of his 
marrying the Electress Dowager, 
rather than her daughter, whose yc.us 
numbered less than half his own. The 
honest Count, however, “after ripe 
consideration,'* decidedly preferred the 
m^ to the widow. “ I confess," he 
said, with much gravity, “ that the 
mriliage with the old Electress, in re- 
spect ^ her God-feanng disposition, 
her piety, her virtue, and the like, 
would be much more advisable. More- 
over, as she hath borne her cross, and 
knows how to deal with gentlemen, so 
much the better would it be for me 
NevertheleaB, inasmuch as she has al- 
ready had two husbands, is of a toler- 
able age, and is taller of ilature than 
mywlf, my inclination is less towaids 
her than towards her daughter.’’’ 

For these various considerations, 
Count John, notwithstanding the re- 
monstrances of his brother, definitely 
laid down his government of Gelder- 
lond, and quitted the Ketherlands 
about midsummer.’ Enough had not 
been done, in the opinion of the Frmce, 
so long as aught remained to do, and 
he could not bear that his brother 
should desert the country in the hour 
of its darkness, or doubt the Almighty 
when His hand was veiled in clouds 


“ One must do one’s best,” said ho, 
“and believe that when such niisfor. 
tunes happen, God desires to prove ua 
If He sees that we do not lose our 
courage. He will assuredly help us. 
Had we thought otherwise, we should 
never have pierced the dykes on a me- 
morable occasion, for it whs an uncer- 
tain thing and a gre-nt sorrow for the 
poor people; yet did God bless tlie 
undertaking. He will bless us still, 
for His arm hath not been shoitcned 

On the 22d of July 15S0, the Aieh- 
duke Matthias, being fully nwaie of 
the general tendency of ^airs, sum- 
moned a meeting of the generahty in 
Antwerp. He did not make his ap 
pearance before the assembly, bfit re- 
quested that a deputation might wad 
upon him at his lodgings, and to this 
committee he unfolded his griefs i lie 
expressed his hope that the states were 
not — ^in violation of the laws of God 
and man — about to throw tliemselves 
mto the arms of a foreign prince. He 
reminded them of tbeir duty to the 
holy Catholic religion, and to the Ulus 
trious house of Austria, while he also 
pathetically called their attention to 
the necessities of his own household, 
and hoped that they would, at least, 
provide for the arrears due to hia 
domestics.’ 

The states-general replied with cour- 
tesy os to the personal claims of the 
Archduke. For the rest, they took 
higher grounds, and the coming decla- 
ration of independence already pierced 
through the studied decorum of their 
langinge. They defended their nego- 
tiation with Anjou on the ground of 
necessity, averring thaf the King of 
.Spain had proved inexorable to* all in- 
tercession, while, throughitho iiitiigiios 
of their bitterest enemies, they ij.id 
been entirely forsaken by the Empii c." 

Soon aftei-wards, a special legation. 


I I Aiuhlves, etc , vii 323, sqq This con- 
riction of Divine intcriiositioii was inserted 
in the menioge contract — ^Vule Ucmoiial 
1 von Gr, Ernst zu Bchaweiihurg and Dr 
! Jacob Schwartz. Archives et Corres non- 
dance, Vll 361, sqq. 

’ Arehivos et Corres])ondancc, vu 32.) and 
Ml, note — “Item •” says the in.arriago mc- 
l^^ial already cited, “ the widow is a tnlor- 
Itout person, which would he ■bnoet 


derogatory to his Grace 1711011 they shculd 
bo in company of other gentlemen and 
ladies, or shenid bo walkmg together in the 
ftreets, his Grace would seem almcst h[t!c 
at her side.” — t^cmoir of Dr Schithrtz. ' 

• Archives, etc , vii. 390. 

I Arehivos ot Corrospondance, vii Sid. 

» Dor, XV. 212, 218.^ 
e Ibid. 
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with Saint Aldegonde at its head, was 
despatched to France to consult with 
rite Duke of Anjou, and settled terms 
of agreement with him by the treaty 
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the moment of this conquest, he was 
more disposed, and more at leisure 
tiian ever, to yent his wrath against 
&e Netherlands, and against the man 


of Flessis les Tours (on the 29th of | whom he considered the incarnation 
September 1580), afterwards definitely | of their reyolt. 
ra^ed by the convention of Bordeaux, 
signed on Ihe 23d of the following 
■Isnuary.^ 

The states of Holland and Zealand, 
however, kept entirely aloof from this 
transaction, being from the beginning 
opposed to the choice of Anjou From 
the first to the last, they would have 
no master but Orange, and to him, 
therefore, this year they formally offer- 
ed the sovereignty of &eir provinces; 
but they offered it in vain. 

The conquest of Portugal had effect- 
ed a diversion in the affaue of the 
Ketherlands. It was but a transitory 
cue. The provinces found the hopes 
wluch they had built upon the ncces- 
rity of Spain for large supplies in the 
'peninsula — ^to their own consequent 
rehef — soon changed into fears, for 
ihe rapid success of AJva in Portugal 
gave his master addiUouEd power to 
opiiresa the heretics of the north. 

Henry, the Cardmal King, had died 
in 1580, after succeeding to the youth- 
ful adventurer, Don Sebastian, slain 
during his chivalrous African cam- 
paign (4th of August 1578). The 
contest for tlie succession which open- 
ed upon the death of the aged monarch 
was brief, and in fifty-eight days, the 
bastaid Antonio, Philip's only formid- 
'able competitor, had been utterly de- 
feated and driven forth to lurk, like 
a hunted wild Ijpast, among ragged 
inountaip^caverns, with a price of a 
hundred thousand croivns upon his 
head.^ In the bourse of the succeed- 
ing year, Philip received homage at 
Lisbon as Kmg of Portugal. From 


^ 1 Bor, XT ai4. 

a Cabrera, xii. cap. 29 ; xiiL cap 1, 2, S, 
pp. 1005-1130. Bor, xlv 173 sqq Archives 
do la Maisoa d'Oiange, vii 303, sqa 
a He wore on the occasion of the chromony 
ca cas&oA of cramoisy brocade, with luge 
folds " witlf hiB sceptre gras^ied in his 
righlAand, and his crown upon his head, 
,ho Jowod, says his euthusioslac biographer, 
**like King Band — red, handsome, and 
venerable." **Fareoia nLBoy David, rojo, 
hennoso d la visturii venerable en la U^estsd 


Cardinal Ginnvelle had ever whis- 
pered in the King’s ear the expediency 
of takmg off the Prince by assassina- 
tion. It has been seen how subtly 
distilled, and how patiently hoarded, 
was this priest’s venom against indi- 
viduals, until the time arrived when 
he could administer the poison with 
effect. His hatred of Orange was 
intense and of ancient date. He was 
of opinion, too, that the Prince might 
be Bcai-ed &om the post of duty, even 
if the asaasain’a hand were not able to 
teach his heart. He was in favour of 
pubhely setting a price upon his head 
— thinkmg that if the attention of all 
the murdeiers in tho world were thub- 
directed towards tho illustrious victim, 
the Prmce would tremble at the dan- 
gers which surrounded him. “ A sum 
of money would he well employed in 
this way,” said tho Cardinal, “and, as 
the Pimce of Orange it a vile coaard, 
fear alone will throw him into con- 
fusion.” * Again, a few monihs later, 
renewing the subject, he observed, 
"’twould be well to offer a reward of 
thirty or forty thousand crowns to 
any one who will dehver the Prince, 
dead or aUvo ; emce from very fear of 
it — as he is pu.^'iUanimoua — it would 
not he unlikely that Ac d^ould die of 
hit awn occerd.”" 

It was insulting even to Philip’s 
intelligence to insinuate that the Prince 
would shi ink before danger, or die of 
feai’. Had Orange ever been inclined 
to bombast, he might have answered 
the churchman’s calumny, as Ceosar 
t he soothsayer’s yearning : — ^ 

que representaba.” — Cabrera, xui 1126 

* Archives, etc , vii. 160 — “T qua’ 

dmero sena muy bion emplcado - - * 
es Til y cobaidc, cl micdo lo pondailSM 
fusion *’>-Lctter of the Ccirainioienle , 

August 8, lero. todos J 

* *'TambiexisepodTiaalP*iaiodo i 

poner tjUa de 30 o 40 nu3 sena 2 SiMb& 
xnatasse o di^sse yiTo»/id. 
potentados da Q 

meiiSc^e ^ “ tIiTiSM 
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•* —Danger knows fkll wdl 

Ihat Caeaor u more dongeroue tkon ko— ” 

nod in truih, Philip had long trembled 
on his throne before the gemus of the 
mao. vrho had foiled Spain’s boldest 
g^erals and wihest statesmen. The 
Kmg, accepting the priest’s advice, 
resolved to fulminate a ban against 
the Prince, and to set a price upon 
his head, “It will be wall," wrote 
Philip to Parma, “ to offer thirty thou- 
sand crowns or so to any one who will 
deliver bim dead or alive. Thus the 
country may be rid of a man so per- 
nicious ; or at any rate he will he held 
in perpetual fear, and therefore pre- 
vented from executing leisurely his 
designs.’’^ 

In accordance with these sugges- 
tions and these hopes, the famous ban 
was accordingly drawn up, and dated 
on the 15th of March 1580, It was, 
<^wever, not formally published m 
the Sretherlanda until the month of 
June of the same year.’ 

This edict will remain the most 
lasting monument to the memory of 
Cardinal Gianvelle. It wdl be read 
when all his other state-papers and 
epistles — able as they incontestably 
are — shall have passed into oblivion. 
No panegyiio of friend, no palbating 
magnanimity of foe, can roll away this 
rook of infamy from his tomb. It was 
ty Cardinal Qranvelle and by Philip 
that a price was set upon the head of 
the foremost man of his age, as if he 
had been a savage beast, and that 
admission into the ranks of Spam’s 
‘"haiiighty nobility was made the addi- 
tional bribe to tempt the aesassm. 

The ban® consisted of a preliminary 
• narrative to justify the penalty with 
^ which it wu concluded. It referred 
, ^ the fovomM conferred byPhilip and 
upon thp Prince; to his 
^ngratitiide add dissimulatiou, 
^LgZ^used hhn of originatmg the Be- 
^ image-breaking, and the 

^IjMching. It censured his 

® “ ei>i>eBS— even during 

alluded to 

pttar, Bayii 

®s» tUctated by CtmiTOiiI?®" better of Philip 
"“^.Vov. 80. 1570 The 
i-erer, was douh^ 

I 


his campaigns against Alva, to his re 
belliou in Uolland, and to the hornbls 
massacres committed hy Spaniards kv 
that province — as the neeessai-y cou- 
sequences of his treason. It accused 
him of introducing liberty of con- 
science, of procuring his oira appoint- 
ment as liuward, of violating the 
Ghent treaty, of foihng the efforts of 
Bon John, and of frustiatiug the coun- 
sels of the Cologne commissioners by 
his perpetual distrust. It chaiged 
him with a newly-organiaed consxu- 
racy, in the erection of the TTtiecht 
Umon ; and for these and Eimdar -i 
crimes — set forth with involutions, 
slow, spiral, and cautious as the Wd 
and front of the indiotmont wasflireot 
and deadly — it denounced the chas- 
tisement due to the “ wretched hyjio- 
ente” who had committed suck of- 
fences, 

"For these causes,’’ concluded the 
ban, “ we declare him traitor and mis- 
creant, enemy of ourselves and of the 
country. As such we banish him per- 
petually from all our realm’, forbid- 
ding all our subjects, of whatcier 
quality, to oommumcate with him 
openly or privately — ^to administer to 
him victuals, dnnk, fire, or other no- 
oessarics. We allow all to injure him 
m property or life. We expose the 
said Wilham Nassau as an enemy of 
the human race — ^giving his jiroperty 
to all who may seize it. And if any 
one of our subjects or any sti anger 
should be found sufficiently generous 
of heart to rid us of this pest, debver- ' 
ing him to ua, alive or dead, or takmg 
his life, we will eau^ to be furnished 
to him immediately after.tthe deed 
shall have been done, tho sum of 
twenty-five thousand -*01 owns m gold. 
If he home committed any eiimeJuiJi- 
ever heinous, we promise to pardon him ; 
and if he be not already noble, we v lU 
ennoble him for hu valour 

Such was the celebrated ban against 
the Pjffnoe oi Orange, It nas an- 
swered before the end of the year by 
the memqjable “Apology cf ths’Prince 

• Wosonaer, Vail. Biat , vii. 315, S16. ^ ’ 

® It is appended to the “ Apologio,” la the 
edition of Bylviue, pp 14 D- 100 . 
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of Oraoge," one of the most Btartling Albert of Austiia, had been towarda 
documents in hiatory. No defiance hit anointed soTereign, Emperor Adol- 
was ever tbmideied forth in the face phns of Nassau, ancestor of William, 
'''of a despot in more terrible tones. It The ties of allegiance and conventional 
had become sufficiently manifest to authority being severed, it had become 
the royal party that the Prince was idle for the Emg to afiect superiority 
not to be purchased by "miUioua of of lineage to the man whose family 
money,” oisby unlimited family advon- had occupied illustrious stations when 
cement — not to be cajoled by flattery the Hababurgs were obscure squires 
or offers of illustrious friendship. It in Switzerland, and had ruled as sove- 
had been decided, therefore, to terrify reign in the Netherlands before that 
bim into retreat, or to remove him by overshadowing house had ever been 
murder. The Government had been named. 

thoroughly convinced that the only But whatever the hereditary clnimM 
way to finish the revolt, was to “finish of Philip in the country, he hod for- 
Oiange,” according to the ancient feited them by the violation of his 
advice of Antonio Perez. The mash oaths, by his tyi-annicol suppression of 
was thrown off. It hod been decided the charters of the land; while by his 
to forbid the Prince bread, water, fire, personal crimes he had lost all preten- 
ond shelter ; to give his wealth to the sion to sit in judgment upon his fellow 
fisq^his heart to the assassin, his soul, man. Was a people not justified in 
as it was hoped, to the Eather of Evil, rising against authority when all th^ 
The ruptme being thus complete, it laws had been tiodden under fqnt 
was right that the “wretched hypo- “ not once only, but a million of time^* 
crite ” should answer ban with bm, — and was William of Orange, lawful 
royal denunciation with sublime scorn, husband of the viituous Charlotte do 
He had ill-deserved, however, the title Bourbon, to bo denounced for moral 
of hypocrite, he said. 'Vi^en the delinquency by a lascivious, incestuous, 
friend of government, he had warned adulterous, and murderous king! With 
them that by their complicated and hornble distinctness he laid before the 
perpetual persecutionB they were monarch all the crimes of which he 
twisting the rope of their own ruin, believed him guilty, and having thus 
Was that hypocrisy? Since becommg told Philip to his beard, “thus Oddest 
their enemy, there had likewise been thou,” he had a withering word for the 
little hypocrisy found in him — ^unless priert who stood at his back. “ Tell 
it were hypocrisy to make open war me," he cried, “ by whose command 
upon government, to take their cities. Cardinal Granvelle administered poi- 
_to expel their armies from the coun- son to the Emperor Maximilian t Iknow 
try. what the Emperor told me, and how 

The proscribed rebel, towering to a much fear he felt afterwards for the 
moral and even social superiority over Kin g and for all Spaniards.’* 
the man who affected to be his master He ridiculed the effrontery of men 
by rightnlvine, swept down upon his like Philip and Gianvelle, in charging 
antagonist with crushing effect. He “distrust” upon others, when it was 
repudiated the idea of a king in the the very atmosphere of their own exis- 
NeAerlands. The word might be' tence. He proclaimed that sentiment 
legitimate in Castille, or Naples, or to be the oifly salvation for the ooun- 
' the Indies, but the provinces knew no try. He remmded Philip of the words 
such title. Philip had inherited in which his namesake of Macedon — a 
those countries only the power of schoolboy in tyranny, compared to him- 
Huke or Count — a power closdly limit- self — ^had heard from the lips of De 
ed by dSns^tuilons more ancient than mosthenes — that the strongest fortcess 
hi^birthright. Orange was no rebel of a free people ^giunst a tyrant was 
^t^& — Fhihp no legitimate monarch, diitrmt. That sentiment, woit^ of 
l^en were the Frmce rebeUious, it eternal memory, the Prince dei&red 
was no more, than Philip’s ancestor, that he h^ tuien from the "divias 
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jJulippio,” to engraye upon the heart 
of the nation, and he prayed Qod that 
he might be moi e readily beheved than 
tlie great orator had been by his 
people 

He treated e ith scorn the pnoe set 
upon hia head, iidiculing this pioject 
to temfy him, for its want of novelty, 
and asking the monaich if ha supposed 
the lebel ignorant of the various bar 
gams avhich had frequently been made 
before with cut-throats and poisoners 
to take away his lite “ 1 am in the 
hand of God, ’ said Wdliam of Oionge, 
•'my worldly goods and my hfe have 
been long since dedicated to His ser 
vice He will dispose of them as seems 
best for Hia gloiy and my sah ation ’ 

On the contrary, however, if it could 
be demonstiated oi even hoped, that 
his absence would benefit the cause of 
the country, he proclaimed himself 
ip^^y to go mto exile "Would to 
God,” said he, in conclusion, * that 
my perpetual banishment, or even my 
death, could brmg you a true dehier 
once from so many calamities Oh, 
how consoling would be such banish 
ment — how sweet such a death • For 
why have I exposed my props -ty* 
Was it that I might enrich myself t 
Why have I lost my brothers > Was 
it that I might find new ones > Why 
have I left my son so long a prisoner ? 
Can 3 ou give me onothei * Why have 
1 put my life so often m danger* 
What renaid con I hope after my long 
service , and the almost total wreck of 
my earthly fortunes, if not the piize 
of havmg acquired, peiheps at the ex 
pense of my hfe, your liberty* If 
then, my masteis, you judge that my 
absence or my death can seive you, 
behold me ready to obey Command 
me — send me to the ends of the eaith 

1 Apologie, pp 140 141 

* Wageuuor, vu 354 

e Ibid Aiclnres ot Concspondsuco, vu 
480 —The * Apologia wos diawn up by 
Vilbere a clergyman of Icaiumg and t Icut 
(Vide Uuplcbsis Momay note to be Ihou 
V 618, Ija Haye, 1740 ) No man, however 
at all conversant witb the wntioga aud 
spoeohea of the riince can doubt that the 
^tiro BubstauLO of tho famous document 
■Hslrom hia own hand The whole was 
Bfmitted to him foi his fin d qipciidat oiu, 


— Will obey Here is my head, over 
which no pimce, no monaich, has 
power hut youisdves Dispose of it 
for your good, for the pieseivaticn of* 
your Bepuhhc, but if you judge that 
the moderate amount of experience 
and mdustiy which is m me, if you 
judge that the remamderoof my pro 
party and of my life can yet he of ser 
Tice to you, I dedicate them afiesh to 
you and to the country ' * 

Hia motto — ^most appropriate to hii 
hfe andcharaoter — “Je maiTitiendiai ' 
w as the concludmg phrase of toe docu 
ment His arms and eignatuie ueis 
also formally appended, and the Apo 
logy, translated into most modern hn 
guages, was sent to nearly ei erj pulcn 
tate m Chiisicndom * It had been 
previously, on the 13th of December 
1580, read before the assembly ofjthe 
united states at Delft, and appioicd is 
cordially as the ban was mdignantly 
denounced ■* 

Duimg tho lemainder of tho jcar *| 
ISoO, aud the half of the folluning 
year, the seat of hostilities w os mainly 
in the north east— Paima while uait 
ing the arnval of fiosh tioojs bung 
mactive The opeiatious, like the 
armies and the generals weic potty 
Uohenlo was opposed to Kennel ug 
After a few insignificant victories tbs 
latter laid siege to Steenwyk,'* a citj m 
itself of no great impoitanoe, but the 
key to the provmce of Dientbc llie 
gainson consisted of six bundled sol 
diers, and half as many tiaiuod bur 
ghei-B Rennebeig, having six thou 
sand foot and twelve bundled horse, 
summoned the place to suirendei bn* 
was answered with defiance CapUm 
Comput, who had escaped from Gron 
mgen, after unsuccessfully warning 
the citizens of Renneberg s modiUtod 

and it scorns by no means certain that it 
derived anything fiom the hand of \ illicie, ^ 
save tho artistic airangnment of the p rts 
togcthei with ceitaiii mil itions of stylo hy 
which the severe suhhmity of tho gonoru 
cffoct IS eocasioually mairod Tho apiieor 
ante of the Apology created bothadm lati n 
and alarm among the fi lends or itsHutLoi 
'Now la tHe iamco a dead man otied 
bamt Aldegoude when ha read it lo Fia A 
— Hoofd, xvn 73a 

s Bor XV 310 221 HoOfd, XTU 710 
Ucseiou, X 170, sqq 


treason, commrmdsd in Steenwyk, and 
bis courage and cheerfulness sustained 
the population of tixe city during a 
close wmter siege. Tumultuous mobs 
in the streets demanding that the place 
diould be given over ere it Tras too 
late, he denounced to their faces os 
** flocks of ^gabbling geese/* unworthy 
the attention of brave men. To a 
butcher who, with the instinct of his 
craft, begged to be informed what the 
popidation were to eat when the meat 
was all gone, he coolly observed, ‘‘"We 
will eat you, villain, fiist of all, when 
the time comes . so go home and rest 
assured that you, at least, are not to I 
die of starvation With such rough I 
but ^ cheerful admonitions did the 
honest soldier, at the head of his I 
little handful, sustain the courage of 
the beleaguered city. Heantime Ken- i 
ne'dhrg pressed it hard. He bombarded 
it with red-hot bolls, a new mvention 
introduced five years before byStephen 
Bathor, King of Poland, at the siege 
' of Dantzig ^ Many houses were con- 
sumed, but BtiU Comput and the citi- 
zens held firm. As the winter ad- 
vanced, and the succour which had 
been promised still remained in the 
distance, Bennebexg began to pelt the 
city with sarcasms, which, it was 
hoped, might prove more effective than 
the red-hot balls, lie sent a herald to 
know if the citizens had eaten all their , 
horecs yet; a question which was an- j 
swered by an ostentatious display of | 
sixty starving backs — all that could be 
^ mustered — upon tiie heights. He sent 
them on another occasion, a short 
letter, which ran as follows : — 

“Mow Hokouhable, host Stsad- 
PABT, — As, during the present frost, 
you hdve bift little exercise m the 
trenches — as you cannot pass your 
time in twirhng your finger-rmgs, 
seeing that they have all been sold 
to pay your soldiers’ wages — as you 
have nothing to rub your teeth upon, 

' !> Iloofd, xvu. 716. Meteren, 1 178^ 

* Miferra, X. 160^. Wageuaer, vu 359. 

* Uetoreft, x. 178". • 

j- The whole letter \i given by Bor, of 
, ^UFse as a forgery, xvi 289-241. It was 
^bably nrepared by AssonlevlUe —Ibid, 
tlompare (iroen v. Fnrst., Aichives, vii 889. 


nor to scour your stomachs withal, 
and as, nevertheless, you require some- 
thing if only to occupy your minds, 
I send you ^ enclos^ letter, in hope 
it may yield amusement. — January 15, 
1681 .” •* 

The enclosure was a letter from tho 
Prince of Orange to the Duke of An- 
jou, which, as it was pretended, had 
been intercepted. It was a clum^ 
forgery, but it answered the purpose 
of more skilfol counterfeiting, at a 
period when pohtical and religious 
enmity obscured men’s judgment. 
“As to the point of religion,” tiie 
Piince was made to observe, for ex- 
ample, to hia illustrious correspondent^ 
“ that is all plain and clear. Ko sove- 
reign who hopes to come to any greafi 
advancement ought to consider reli- 
gion, or hold it in regard. Y our High- 
ness, by means of the garrisons and 
fortresses, will be easily master of 4ke 
principal cities in Fhmders and Bra^ 
bant, even if the citizens were opposed 
to you. Afterwards you will compel 
them without difficulty to any religion 
which may seem most conducive to 
the interests of your Hi^ness*’^* , 

Odious and cynical as was the whole 
tone of the letter, it was extensively 
circulated. There were always natures 
base and brutal enough to accept the 
calumny and to make it current among 
kindred souls. It may be doubted 
whether Kenneberg attached faith to 
the document ; but it was natural that 
he should take a malicious satisfaction 
in spreading this libel agamst the man 
whose perpetual scorn he had so re- 
cently earned. Nothing was more 
common than such forgeries, and at 
that very moment a letter, executed 
with equal grossness, was passing from 
hand to hand, which purported to be 
from the Count himself to Parma.*’ 
History has less interest in contradict- 
ing the calumnies against a man like 
Kenneberg. The fictitious epistle of 

• This Utter, the fictitious cbaiacter of 
which 18 as obvious as tlmt of tho fotgod 
epistle of Orange, is given at length by Ben; 
XT 211, 812 Ib IS amusing to see tho 
gravity with which the historian introduces 
i the ndioulouB document^ evidently without 
ent<artainuig a doubt as to ltd genulnenoes. 


Omtige^ howorer, ms so often repub- 
lished, ond tiie copies so carefolly dis- 
tributed, that the Prince had thought it 
importoutto add an express repudia- 
tion of its authorship, by way of ap- 
pendix to his famous Apology. Ee 
took the occasion to say, that if a par- 
ticle of proof could be brought that he 
had written the letter, or any letter 
resembling it, he would forthwith leave 
tte Eetherlands, never to shew his face 
there again.^ 

Notwithstanding this well known 
denial, however, Itenneberg thought it 
facetious to send the letter into Steen- 
wyk, where it produced but small 
effect upon the minds of the burghers. 
Meaniame, they had received intima- 
tion that succour was on its way. 
Hollow balls containinglotteisworeshot 
into the town, bringing the welcome 
intelligence that the English colonel, 
John Norris, with six thousand states’ 
buops, would soon make his appearance 
for their relief, and the hravo Cornput 
added hk cheerful cxUoitations to 
heighten the satisfaction thus pro- 
duced. A day or two afterwards, thiee 
quaUs wore caught m the puhlie squai e, 
and thn comnlandant iiiiprovcd the 
circumstance hy many quaint homilies. 
The number three, ho ob-ervod, was 
typical of the Holy Trinity, which had 
thus come symbolically to their relief. 
The Lord hod sustained the fainting 
Israelites with quails. The number 
three indicated throe weeks, withiu 
which tune the promised succour was 
sure to arrive. Accordingly, upon the 
22d of Pohruai-y 15S1, at the expiration 
of the third week, Nome succeeded in 
victualling the town, the ineny and 
steadfast (Jomput was established as a I 
true prophet, and Count Rennehcrg 
abandoned the siege in despair 

The subsequent career of that nn- 
happy nobleman was brief. On the 
19th of July his troops were sigmiUy 
defeated by Sonoy and Norris, the 
fugitive royalists retreatmg into Gron- 

1 Bor, xvl. 239>>. 

> Btrada, 2, iv. 172. Uotersn, x. 179. 
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ingen at the very moment when thiit 
general, who had been prevented by 
illness from commanding them, was 
receiving the last sacraments. Re-*' 
morse, ^me, and disappointment hnri 
literally brought Henneherg to hia 
grave. " His treason,” says a oontera- 
poraiy, "was a nail in his^olTra,” and 
on his deathbed he bitterly bemoaned 
his crime. “ Groningen ! Groningen ' 
would that I had never seen thy walls 
he ci-icd repeatedly in his last houi.-i. 
He refused to see his sister, whose in- 
sidious counsels had combined with 
his own evil passions to make him .i 
traitor; and he died on the 23d of 
July 1581, repentant and submis-ive ■ 
Hia heart, after his decease, was fvund 
“shrivelM to the dimensions of a 
walnut,” 4 a circumstance attributed 
to poison by some, to remor’e^^by 
others. His regrets, his early doith, 
and hia many attractive qualities, com- 
bined to save his character from uni- 
versal denunciation, and lus name, 
although indelibly stained by treason, 
was ever mentioned with pity rather 
than with rancour.® 

Gieat changes, destined to be per- 
petual, were steadily prepaiing m the 
internal condition of the pio\inces. 
A preliininaty measure of an import- 
ant character had been taken caily 
this year by the assembly of the 
united provinces held in the nioutli of 
January at Delft. This was the estab- 
lishment of a general executive council. 
The constitution of the boaul was 
ai ranged on the 13th of the montb, 
and was embraced in eighteen ai licle-.. 
The number of councillors was fixe] 
at thirty, all to he “native Netlii'i'- 
landers; a certain proportion to ho 
appointed from each province by its 
estates. The advice and consml of 
this body as to treaties with foreign 
powers were to he indispens.ahle, but 
they were not to interfere with the 
rights and duties of the states-general, 
nor to interpose any ohstocle to the 

* Ills death was attributed by the royal- 
ists to regret at bis ill succcs- in accom- 
phshing the Work for which bo h.idreuoivcd 
so largo a price — M3, letter of Ilenu -dP 
Nobni to Prince of Parma, July 22, i-S-/ 
Rcb Grcm. und Itenneberg, ii. f 1S4, Iloyal 
AxobiTos, Bnissels. 
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ftnangementa with the Duke of An- 
jou.1 

While this additional machine for 

^the s^-govemment of the provinoes 
was in the couTse of creation, the 
Spanish monarch, on the other hand, 
had made another elfort to recover 
the nuthor^y which he felt slipping 
from his grasp. Philip was in Por- 
tugal, preparmg for hu coronation 
in that new kingdom — an event 
to he nearly contemporaneous with 
his deposition from the hfotherlaiid 
sovereignty, so solemnly coufoired 
upon him a quarter of a century be- 
fore in Brussels; but although thus 
distant, ha was confident &at he 
coul^ more wisely govern the Nether- 
lands than the inhabitants could do, 
and unwilling .as ever to confide in the 
abilities of those to whom he had 
deld^ated his authority. Provided, os 
he unquestionably was at that moment, 
with a more energetic representative 
than any who had before exercised the 
functions of royal governor in the 
provmccs, ho was stiU disposed to 
harass, to doubt, and to interfere. 
With the additional cares of the Por- 
tuguese Conquest upon his hands, he 
felt as irresistibly impelled as ever to 
superintend the minute details of pro- 
vincial administration. To do this 
was impossible. It was, however, not 
impossible, by attempting to do it, to 
produce much mischief. "It gives 
me pain,” wrote Gi-anvelle, “to see 
his Majesty working as befoio— choos- 
ing to understand everything and to 
do eve^thing. By this course, as I 
have often said before, he really 
accomplishes mach less " * The King 
hod, moeover, lecently committed the 
profound error of sending the Duchess 
Margaret of Pftrma to the Netherlands 
again. He had the fatuity to beheve 
her memory so tenderly cherished in 
the provinces as to ensure a burst of 
loyally at her reappearance, while the 
irritation which he thus created in the 
breast of her son he oEfectqd to dis- 
legordr The event was what might 
have bedh foreseen. fShe Nether- 

' ^ The Constitution of the Land Itaed ” is 
^ven in full by Bor, xvi. 211-243. 

3 Ainlures, ota, rii. ^68. 


landers were very moderately excited 
by the arrival of their former regent, 
but the Prince of Parma was furious. 
His mother actually arrived at Namur 
in the month of August 1580, to 
assume the civil administration of the 
provinces, 3 and he was himself, accord- 
mg to the King's request, to continue 
in the command of the army. Any one 
who had known human nature at aU, 
would have recognised that Alexander 
Fai-nese was not the man to be put 
into leading strings. A sovereign 
who was possessed of any administ^ 
tivo sagacity, would have seen the 
absurdity of tiiking the reins of govern- 
ment at that crisis from the hands 
of a most determined and energetic 
man, to confide them to the keeping 
of a woman. A kmg who was willing 
to reflect upon the consequences of 
his own acts, must have foreseen the 
scandal likely to result from on open 
quarrel for precedence between snah 
a mother and son. Margaret of Parma 
was instantly informed, however, by 
Alexander, that a divided authority 
like that proposed was entirely out of 
the question. Both offered to resign; 
but Alexander was unflinching in his 
determination to retain all the power 
or none. The Duohess, as doime to 
her son after her arriviil as she had 
been to the King on undertaking the 
journey, and fcchng herself unequal 
to the task imposed upon her, implored 
PhiUp's permission to withdraw, almost 
as soon as she had reached her desti- 
nation. Qranvelle’s opinion was like- 
wise opposed to this interference with 
the administration of Alexander, and 
the King at last suffered himself to be 
overruled. By the end of the year 
1581, lettei-3 arrived confirming the 
Prmce of Parma in his government, 
but requestmg the Duchess of Parma 
to remain privately in the Netheiv 
lands. She accordingly continued to 
reside there under an assumed name 
until the autumn of 1583, when she 
was at lost permitted to return to 
Italy.* 

During the summer of 1581, the 

' Wagenaer, vli. 344, 346. Btiads, 2, fll. 
160. 
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mime ro!rit of perseciitian iiad 
inspiied the Catholics to inflict such 
inflnfM miseiy upon those of the Be- 
formed faith in the Netherlands, be- 
gan to manifest itself in overt acta 
against the Papists hy those irho had 
at last obtained political ascendency 
over them. Edicts were published in 
Antwerp, in Utrecht, and in different 
cities of Holland, suspending the exer- 
cise of the Boman worship. These 
statutes were certainly a long way re- 
moved in horror from those memor- 
able placards which sentenced the 
Reformers by thousands to the axe, 
the cord, and the stake, but it was 
still melancholy to sea the persecuted 
becoming persecutors in tiicir turn. 
They were excited to these stringent 
measures by the noisy veal of certain 
Dominican monks in Brussels, whose 
extravagant discourses^ were daily in- 
flaming the passions of the Catholics 
tq, a dangerous degree. The authori- 
ties of the city accordingly thought it 
necessaiy to suspend, by pioclamation, 
the public exercise of the ancient reli- 
gion, asaignmg, as their principal rea- 
son for this prohibition, the shocking 
jugglery by which simple-minded per- 
sons were constantly deceived They 
alluded particularly to the pn-ictice of 
working miracles by means of relics, 
pieces of the holy cross, bones of 
saiuts, and the per.spiration of statues. 
They charged that bits of lath were 
daily exhibited as fragments of the 
cross; that the bones of dogs and 
monkeys were held up for adoration 
as those of saints; and tRat oil w.os 
poured habitually into holes drilled 
in the heads of statues, that the popu- 
lace might believe iu their miraculous 
sweating For these reasons, and to 
avoid the tumult and possible blood- 
shed to which the disgust excited by 
anch charlatanry might give rise, the 
Boman Catholic worship was suspended 
until the country should be restored 
to greater tranquillity.^ Similar causes 
led to similar proclamations in other 
cities. The Prince of Orange lamented 

Ml. 345 — Comwn Metyon, x, 174, wIid 
states, erroneoii^y, that the Duoheas lOtired 
dmhig the year following her amval. 
s. » Bor, xvl aw. 


the intolerant spirit thus shewing it 
self among those who hod been its 
martyrs, 'hit it was not possible at 
that moment to keep it absolutely^ 
under control 

A most important change was now 
to take place in his condition, a moat 
vital measure was to he consummated 
by the provinces. The step, which 
could never be retraced was, after long 
hesitation, finally.taken upon the 2(>th 
of July 1581, upon which day the 
united provmces, assembled at tiio 
Hague, Bolemnl}' declared their inde- 
pendence of Philip, and renounced 
their allegiance for ever ■* ' 

This act was accomplished with the 
deliberation due to its gravity. .Vt 
the same time it left the country in a 
very divided condition. This was in- 
evitable. The Prince had done all 
that one man could do to holdutlie 
Netherlands together and unite them 
perpetually into one body politic, and 
perhaps, if he had been insinred by a 
keener poisonal ambition, this taafc '» 
might havo been nccomphalied The 
seventeen provmces might have ac- 
cepted his dominion, but they would 
agree to that of no other sovereign. 
Providence had not decreed that tlis 
country, after its long agony, should 
give birth to a single and peifcct 
commonwealth. The Walloon pro- 
vinces had aheady fallen off from tho 
cause, notwithstanding the entreatici 
of the Prince. The other Netheriandi, 
after long and tedious negotiation 
with Anjou, had at last conicnted to ^ 
his supremacy, but fi oni this arrange- 
ment Holhand and Zealand held them- 
selves aloof. By a sqpiowhat auonia- 
lous proceeding, they .'iciit deputies 
along with those of tho oilier pio- 
vincoB, to tho confcrcilccs with the 
Duke, but it was expiossly uiidcrstjod 
that they would never acceiit Inin ac 
sovereign. They wore willing to con- 
tract with him and with thoir sister 
provinces — over which he was soon 
to exercise authority — a firm and pcio 
petual league, but as to thoir own 

s See tbe Proclamation in Boi, xiv 11*0, 
261. 

• Bor, xvi. 270. Meteron, x. 187 Sti''«i - 
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ehief, their hearts tvere fixed. The 
Prince of Orange should he their lord 
and master, and none other. It lay 
■^only in his selfslenying character that 
ha had not been clothed with this 
digni <7 long before. He had, how- 
ever, pemisted in the hope that all the 
provmcea wght be brought to acknow- 
ledge the Imke of Anjou as their sove- 
reign, under conditions which consti- 
tute a &ee commonwealth with au 
hereditary chief, and in this hope he 
had constantly refused concession to 
the wishes of the northern provinces. 
He in reality exercised sovei eign power 
over nearly the whole population of 
the Netherlands. Already in 1680, 
at the assembly held in April, the 
states of Holland had formally re- 
quested him to assume the full sove- 
reignty over them, with the title of 
CoiSit^ of Holland and Zealand for- 
feited by Philip. He had not con- 
sented, and the proceedings had been 
kept comparatively secret. As the 
negotiations with Anjou advanced, 
and as the corresponding abjuration 
of Philip was more decisively indi- 
cated, the consent of the Prince to 
this request was more warmly urged. 
As it was evident that the provmces, 
thus bent upon placing him at their 
head, could by no possibility be in- 
duced to accept the sovereignty of 
Anjou — as, moreover, the act of re- 
nunciation of Philip could no longer 
be deferred, tlie Prince of Orange le- 
luctantly and provisionally accepted 
the supreme power over Holland and 
Ze, aland. This arrangement was finally 
accomplished upon the 24th of July 
1681, ‘ and the .^ct of abjuration took 
place tQO days afterwarcUi. The offer 
of the sovereignty over the other united 
provinces had*been accepted by Anjou 
six^months before. 

Thus, the Netherlands were divided 
into three portions — the reconciled 
provinces, the united provinces under 
Anjou, and the northern provinces 
inder Orange ; the last divigion f orm- 
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ing the germ, already nearly developed, 
of the coming republic. The consti- 
tution, or cat^oguo of conditions, by 
which the sovereignty accorded to 
Anjou was reduced to such narrow 
linaits as to be httle more than a 
nominal authorily; while the power 
remained in the hands of the repre- 
sentative body of the provinces, will 
be described, aomewhat later, together 
with the inauguration of the Duke. 
For the present it is necessary that 
the reader should fully understand 
the relative position of the Prince 
and of the northern provinces. The 
memorable act of i enunciation — ^tho 
Nctberland declaration of independ- 
ence — will then be briefiy explamed. 

On the 29th of March 1580, a 
resolution passed the assembly of 
Holland and Zealand never to make 
peace or enter into any negotiations 
with the King of Spain on the basis 
of his sovereignty The same rcB8^- 
tion provided that his name — ^hitherto 
used in aU public acts — should he for 
ever discarded, that his seal should be 
broken, and that the name and seal of 
the Prince of Orange should he sub- 
stituted in all commissions and public 
documents. At almost the same time 
the states of Utrecht passed a similar 
resolution. These o&rs were, how- 
ever, not accepted, and the affair was 
preserved profoundly secret.® On the 
5th of July 1581, "the knights, 
nobles, and cities of Holland and Zea- 
land,” again, in an urgent and solemn 
manner, requested the Prince to accept 
the ” entire authoiity as sovereign and 
chief of the land, as long at the tear 
ehoidd emtinue.”* This limitation as 
to time was inserted most reluctantly 
by the states, and because it was per- 
fectly well understood that without it 
the Prince would not accept the sove- 
reignty at all,® The act by which this 
dignity was offei-ed, conferred full 
power to command all forces by land 
and sea, to appoint all military omcors, 
and to condn^ all warlike operatioin^ 

a Bor, XV. 181, 188. 
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witiiont the eontrol or advice of any 
penon whatsoever. It authorised him, 
with consent of the states, to appoint 
all financial and judicial ofiicers, created 
him the supreme executive chief, and 
fountain of justice and x>ardon, and 
directed him “to maintain the exer- 
cise only of the Ilcformed evangelical 
religion, without, however, permitting 
that inquines should be made into any 
man’s belief or conscicnee, or that any 
injuiy or hindrance should be offered 
to any man on account of his re- 
ligion." ^ 

The sovereignty thus pressingly 
offered, and thus limited as to time, 
was finally aceepted by William of 
Orange, according to a formal act 
dated at the Ifaguo, 5th of July 
1581,* but it will bo perceived that 
no poweis wore conferred by this new 
instrument beyond those alraady exer- 
cised by tho Prince. It was, as it 
vrtM, a formal continuance of the 
functions which he hod exercised since 
1676 as the King’s stadholder, accord- 
ing to his old commission of 1666, 
olUiough a vast difference existed in 
reality. Tho King’s name was now 
discorded and his soveieiguty dis- 
owned, while tho proscribed rebel 
stood in his place, exercising supreme 
functions, not vicariously, but in his 
own name. The limilalion as to time 
was, moreover, soon afterwards secretly, 
and without the tnawledye of Oranye, 
cancelled by the states'* They were 
determined that the Prince should be 
their sovereign — if they could make 
him so — for the term of his life. 

Tho offer having thus been made 
and accepted upon the 6th of July, 
oaths of aUegiauce and fidelity were 
exchanged between the Prmco and tho 
estates upon tho 24th of the same 
month. In these solemnities, tho 
states, os representing the piovinccs, 
declared that because the King of 
Spain, contrary to his oath as Count 

* Bor, XT. 183, ISt t Ibid. 

» Kluit, 1. 213, 214. 

4 Bor, XT. 185, 180. 

* Tho document Is girdn m full by Bor, 
XVI. 270-230, by Metoren, x. 187-100. The 
nature and conscuuonccs of tho measure are 
co.nmeiit'si upou by Kluit, tho consutu- 


of Holland and Zealand, had not only 
not protected these provinces, but hail 
sought with all his might to reduce 
them to eternal slavery, it had been-''’ 
found necessary to forsake him. They 
therefore proclaimed every inliabitan', 
absolved ttom allegiance, while at the 
same time, in the name of the pop i 
lation, they swore fidehty to the Piinco 
of Orange, as representing the supremo 
authority.* 

Two ^ys afterwards, upon the filltli 
of July 1581, the memorable dechinc 
tion of independence was issued 1>y 
the deputies of the united provinces, 
then solemnly assembled at tho Hague. 

It was called tho Act of Abjuration.' 

It deposed Philip from his sovereignty, 
but was not the proclamation of a new 
form of government, fur tho united 
provinces were not ready to divpi-iise 
with an hereditary chief. Unliic&ly, 
they had already piovidod themselves 
with a very bad one to succeed Philip 
in the dominion over most of their 
territory, while the northern provinces 
were fortunate enough and wise enough 
to take the Father of the countiy fol 
their supreme magistrate. 

The document by which the pro- 
vinces renounced their allegianoo w.ss 
not tho most felicitous of thoiv state 
papers. It was too prolix and techni- 
cal. Its style hod more of the foiin.sl 
phraseology of legal documents than 
befitted this groat appeal to tho whole 
world and to all time. Neveitheleis, 
this is but matter of taste. Tho Kc- 
therlanders wei e so eminently a law- i 
abiding people, that, like tho American 
patriots of the eighteenth oenturj', they 
on most occasions pref^red punctilious 
precision to florid declamatioih- They 
chose to conduct their rqvolt according 
to law. At the same time, while thus 
decently wrapping herself in comto- 
tional garments, the spiiit of Liberty 
revealed none the less her majestie 
proportions. 

tionol historian of IIoBand, m a masterly 
manner (x Iloofdt, voL i 193-23(11 See 
also Wagenaer, vii. 891. — Compsio atrad.i, 
who nitrodiicts bis account ofThoabjur.!- 
tion with Bcpulchial solemnity : “Jam mib.'. 
dicendum oat fadnua, cujus a commomora- 
tiono, quasi abborrento ammo, hactonus 
eUDcrsodl," etc,— BcU, Bolg , 2, Iv. 178, sqq. 



At the very outset of the Abjura- 
tion, these fathers of the Bepublic laid 
down wholesome truths, whioh at that 
"''time seemed startling blasphemies in 
the ears of Christendom. " AU mankind 
know,” said the preamble, “that a 
prince is appointed by Giod to cherish 
his subject, even as a shepheid to 
guard his sheep. "When, theiefoie, 
the prince does not fulfil his duty as 
protector; when he oppi esses his sub- 
jects, destroys their ancient libcities, 
and treats them as sLuvs, iie is to be 
considered, not a jirJnce, but a tyrant 
As such, the estates of the land may 
lawfully and leasonably depose liim, 
and elect another in his room." ^ 

H^vmg enunciated these m.axims, 
the estates piocccded to apply them 
to their own case, and certainly never 
wa^ an ampler justification for re- 
nouncing a prmco since princes were 
first instituted. The states ran through 
the history of the past quarter of a 
century, patiently accumulating a load 
of charges against the monarch, a tithe 
of which would have funiished cause 
for his dethionement. Without pas- 
sion or exaggeration, thoy_ told the 
world their wrongs. The picture was 
not highly coloured. On the contrary, 
it was rather a feeble than a etnldng 
portrait of the monstrous iniquity 
which had so long been established 
over thorn KeTerthelcBa, they went 
through the nairative conscientiously 
and earnestly. They spoke of the 
King's early dpterraination to govern 
»■ the Netherlands, not by natives but 
by Spaniards; to treat them not as 
constitutional countries, but as con- 
quered provincA; to regard the inha- 
bitants4iot as licge subjects, but as 
enemies; abo^e all, to supersede their 
ancient liberty by the Spanish Inquisi- 
tiod, and they alluded to the first great j 
step in this scheme — the creation of 1 
the new bishoprics, each with its staff 
of inquisitors.^ 

They noticed the memorable Peti- 


1 A(^f Abjuration 
» “ ^ door do vooTSZ Canoniken do 

Spaenae Inquisitie ingobroclft tie wclke in 
Aese altqc so schiickolijk eu odious als do 
^ittCrato slavemye," otc — ^Act of Ahiura- 


/tion. 

, s “ 


Ook ondor da wreotsto en tyrannigste 


tion, the mission of Berghen and Mon- 
tigny, their imprisonment and taking 
off, in violation of all national law, 
even that which had ever been held 
sacred by the most cruel and tyrannical 
princes ■* They sketched the history 
of Alva’s admmistration ; his entrap- 
ping the most eminent nobles by false 
piomises, and delivoiing them to the 
executioner; his countless sentences 
of death, outlawry, and confiscation; 
his erection of citadels to curb, his 
imposition of the tenth and twentieth 
penny to exhaust the land; his Blood- 
CouncU and its achievemenla; and 
the imme.'uuir.able woe pioduced by 
hanging, bmning, bauishmg, and plun- 
dering, during his seven years of resi- 
dence. They adverted to the Grand 
Commander, as having been sent, not 
to improve the condition of thecountry, 
but to pursue the same course of 
tyranny by more concealed ways. 
They spoke of the hoirible mutey 
which broke forth at his death; of the 
Antwerp Fury; of the express appro- 
bation rendered to that great outrage 
by the King, who had not only praised 
the crime, but promised to recompense 
the criminala They alluded to Don 
John of Austria and his duplicity; to 
his pretended confirmation of the Ghent 
treaty; to his attempts to divide the 
country against itself; to the Escovedo 
pohey; to the intiigucs with the Ger 
man regiments. They touched upon 
the Cologne negotiations, and the 
fruitless attempt of the patriots upon 
that occasion to procure fi-eedom of 
religion, while the object of the royal- 
ists was only to distoact and divide the 
nation. Fmally, they commented with 
sorrow and despair upon that last and 
crowning mcasm'o of tyranny — ^theban 
agamst the Prince of Orange. 

They calmly observed, after this 
recital, that they were sufficiently 
justified in forsalung a sovereign who 
for more than twenty years had for- 
saken them.^ Obeying the law of 

Frmcen altijd onvorbrekebjik ouderhou- 
den."— Ibid. 

s tome(%datlnalBulkendeBoidra 
en overlact do Landon bet dan 20 jaren van 
baron Coning syn verlatsn geweesV' eto.— - 
Act of Atyuiatum. 


natuTO-^deaiToaa of nuuntainiug the 
rightei, charters, and liberties of their 
fatherland — determined to escape from 
slayery to Spaniards — and making 
known their decision to the world, 
they declared the King of Spain de- 
posed from his soyereignty, and pro- 
claimed that they should recognise 
'henceforth neither his title nor juris- 
diction. Three days afterwards, on 
the 29th of July, the assembly adopted 
a formula, by which all persona were 
to be required to signify their abjura- 
tion.i 

Such were the forms by which the 
united provinces threw off their allegi- 
ance to Spain, and ipto facto establish- 
ed a republic, which was to flourish 
for two centuries. This result, how- 
ever, was not exactly foreseen by the 
congress which deposed Fluhp. The 
fathers of the commonwealth did not 
bafitize it by the name of Republic. 
Tl^y did not contemplate a change in 
their form of government. They had 
neither an aristocracy nor a democracy 
in their thoughts.’ Like the actors in 
our own great national drama, these 
Netherland patriots were struggling 
to sustain, not to ovcrthiow; unlike 
them, they claimed no theoretical free- 
dom for humanity — promulgated no 
doctrine of popular sovereignty ; they 
insistnd merely on the fulfilment of 
actual contracts, signed, sealed, and 
sworn to by many successive sove- 
reigns. Acting upon the principle 
that government should be for the 
benefit of the governed, and in confor- 
mity to the dictates of reason and 
justice, they examined the facts by 
those Di'vine lights, and discovered 
cause to discard their ruler. They did 
not object to being ruled. They were 
satisfied with their historical institu- 
tions, and preferred the mixture of 
hereditary sovereignty with popular 
representation, to which they were ac- 


r Bor, rrt. 260 —It ran as follows • “ I 
solemnly swear that I mil henceforward not 
respect, nor obey, nor lecognise tho King of 
Bpam as my princo and master ; but that I 
xenounco the King of Spam, and abjure tho 
sllogiance by which I nriy hare lormeriy 
been bound to him. At the same time I 
swear fidelity to the United Netherlands — to 
Wi^ the pioMiK-cB of Brabant, Pandora, 


customed. They did not devise an <i 
priori constitution. Philip having vio- 
lated the law of reason and the statutes 
of the land, was deposed, and a new^ 
chief magistrate was to be elected in 
his stead. This was popular sove- 
reignty in fact, but not in words. The 
deposition and election coijdbe legally 
justified only by the inherent right of 
the people to depose and to elect, yet 
the provinces, m their Declaration of 
Independence, spoke of the Divine 
right of kings, even while dethroning, 
by popular right, their own Kmg ' 

So also, in the instructions given by 
the states to their envoys charged to 
justify the abjuration before the Im- 
perial diet held at Augsburg,'* tTch-e 
months later, the highest ground was 
claimed for ^e popular nght to elect 
or depose the sovereign, w liile at the 
same time, kings were spoken o^ as 
“ appointed by God.” It is true that 
they were described, in the same clause, 
as " chosen by tlio people ” — ^whicli 
was, perhaps, as exact a concurrence in 
the maxim of Vox popuh, vox Dci, ai 
the boldest democrat of the day could 
demand. In truth, a more democi atie 
course would have defeated its own 
enda The murderous and mischiei one 
pranks of Imbize, Byhove, and such 
demagogues, at Ghent and elsewhere, 
with their wild theories of whai they 
called Grecian, Roman, and Helvetian 
republicanism, had infiicted damage 
enough on the cause of freedom, and 
bod paved the road for the return of 
royal despotism The senators assem- 
bled at the Hague gave more modei.ate 
instructions to their delegates at Augs- 
burg. They were to ^lace the King's 
tenure upon contract — not an-lmplied 
one, but a contract as literal as the 
lease of a farm. The house of Austri.i, 
they were to maintain, had come into 
the possession of the seventeen Netlicr- 
lands upon certain express conditions, 

Guoldrca, Holland, Zealand, etc , etc , and 
also to the national council establisbod by 
the estates of these provinces ; and promiso 
my assistance accommg to tbo besc-of my 
abilities ogomst the Kmg of Bplliu slid bis 
adherents " * . 

• Kluit, 1. 199 

s Tho instructions are mven m Bor. xvii. 
Sfil-SZT. 
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and with the understanding that its 
I>08seB8ion was to cease with the ^rst 
condition broken. It was a question 
*^01 law and facty not of royal or popu- 
lar right. They were to take the 
ground^ not only that the contract had 
been violated; but that tiie foundation 
of perpetugl justice upon which it 
rested; had likewise been undermiiied. 
It was time to vindicate both written 
charters and general pimciples. **God 
has given absolute potcer to no moi'tul 
man/* said Saint Aldegondc, ** to do his 

*'Tho contracts which the King has 
bioken are no pedantic fantasies;” said 
tho estates; ''hut laws planted by nar 
ture in the univemal heart of mankind; 
and expressly acquiesced in by prince 
and people.” * JUl men; at least; who 
Bpe^ the English tongue; will accept 
tlie conclusion of the provmceS; that 
when laws which protected the citizen 
against arbitraiy imprisonment and 
guaranteed bim a trial in his own pro- 
vince — which forbade the appointment 
of foieignersto nigh office — which eo- 
cured the property of the citizen fro^ 
taxation; except by the repiesentativo 
body- — which forbade intermeddling 
on the part of the sovereign wHh 
the conscience of the subject in re- 
ligious matters — when such laws had 
been subverted by blood-tribunalB; 
where drowsy judges sentenced thou- 
sands to stake and scaffold without a 
hearing — by excommunication; coiffis- 
catioU; banishment — ^by hangmg; be- 
heading; burning; to such enormous 
extent and with such terrible miono- 
tony that the executioner’s sword came 
to be looked upAn as the only symbol 
of justiie— then surely it might be 
said, without ^exaggeration, that the 
complete of the Netiierlanders were 
pedantic San^^es," and that the 
King had ceased to perform his funo* 
tions as dispenser of God’s justice. 

^ ArchiTos ct Gorresp ondance, vu. 277* 

* Instructions to the envoys etc ; upud 

Bor, 8; X7U 824-327. • 

* TrsCaac^ons between the envoys of the 
Statefrgeneral and the Duke of Aiijou.— ^or, 
^xvii 804-^07 So also in the I'cmarkabla 
Jircular addressed m the year 1583 (MaJ d) 
Jby the States of Holland to those of tltr^bt 

and other proTuices, the some intolerable 


The Netherlanders dealt with facta. 
They possessed a body of laws, monu« 
menta of their national progress, by 
which as good a shaie of individu^ 
liberty was secured to the citizen aa 
was tiien enjoyed in any country of 
tiie world. Their institutions ad^t- 
ted of great impiovement, no doubt; 
but it was natural that a people so 
circumstanced should be unwilhng to 
exchange their condition for the vaa- 
salage of " Moors or Indians.” 

At the same time it may be doubted 
lev imt- 

dom only would have sustained them 
in the long contest, and whether the 
bonds which united them to the Span- 
ish Crown would have been bioken, 
had it not been for the stronger pas- 
sion for religious hberty, by ^icb bo 
large a portion of the people was ani- 
mated. Boldly as the united states of 
the Netherlands laid down their poh- 
tical maxims, the quarrel might ^i> 
haps have been healed if the religious 
question had admitted of a peaceable 
solution. Philip’s bigotry amounting 
to frenzy, and the Netherlandora of 
"the religion” being willing, in their 
own words, “to die the death” rathei 
than abandon the Befonned faith, 
there was upon this pomt no longer 
room for hope. In the act of abjura- 
tion, however, it uas thought neces- 
301 y to give offcnco to no class of the 
inhabitants, but to lay down such 
pnncipleB only as enlightened Catho- 
lics would not oppose. All parties ab- 
horred the Inquisition, and hatred to 
that institution is ever prominent 
among the causes assigned tor the de- 
position of the monarch. "Under 
pretence of maintaining the Boman 
religion,” said the estates, “the King 
has sought by evil means to bring into- 
cqieration the v^ioie strengih oi Vho 
placards and of the Inquisition — ih6 
Jirst and ti'ue cause of all our miseiies/** 
gnevance is described m. the stoongest lan- 
guage. **Undor i)retext of the new bishop- 
iic^" say tho estates, "the Inquisition and 
Council of Trent have hoen established. 
IbuB the Spaniards and their adherents 
have been empowered to accuse oU paeons 
who ore known t^be not of their humour, 
to bring thorn into the snares of the Inqnisl 
tion, and to rob thorn of life, boncnis^ and 
6>mport7.”iyBor, 8, xv. 188. ^ 
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Without malung any aasault upon 
Roman Catholic faiths the authota 
of the groat act by which Philip waa 
for ever expelled from the Netherlands 
shewed plainly enough that religious 
persecution had driven them at last to 
extremity. At the same time, they 
were willing — for the sake of conoiliat* 
ing all classes of their countrymen'-^to 
bring the political causes of discontent 
into the foreground, and to use dis- 
creet language upon the religious 
question.^ 

Such, then, being the spirit which 
prompted the provinces upon this 
great occasion, it may be a^ed who 
were the men who signed a document 
of such importance ^ In whose name 
and by what authority did they act 
against the sovereign 2 The sigucia of 
declaration of independence acted 
in the name and by the authority of 
the Netherland people. The estates 
w#e the constitutional representatives 
of that people. The statesmen of that 
day discovering, upon cold analysis of 
facts, that Philip’s sovereignty was 
legally forfeited, formally proclAuied 
tiut forfeiture. Then inquiring what 
had become of the sovereignty, they 
found it not in the mass of the ];>c()plo, 
but in the representative body, which 
actually personated the people. The 
estates of the different provinces — 
consisting of the knights, uoblcs, and 
burgesses of each — sent, accordingly, 
their deputies to the general assembly 
at the Hague, and by this cougress the 
decice of abjuration was issued. It 
did not occur to any one to summon 
the people m their primary assemblies, 
nor would the people of that day have 
comprehended the objects of such a 
summons. They were accustomed to 
tiio action of the estates, and those 
bodies represented as largo a number 
of politick capacities as could be ex- 
pected of assemblies chosen tften upon 
general principles. The hour had not 
arrived for more profound analysis of 
the social compact. Philip was ac- 
cordingly deposed justly, legally, for- 
mally — justly, because^ it had become 
uccessary to abjure a monarch who 


was determined not only to oppresi 
but to exterminate his people; legally, 
because he had habitually violated the ^ 
conatitutioiis which he had awom to"^ 
support; formally, because the act 
was done in the name of the people, 
by the body historically representing 
the people. « 

What, then, waa the condition of 
the nation, after this great step had 
been taken? It stood, as it weie, with 
its sovereignty in its hand, diviiling it 
into two portions, and offeiing it, thus 
separated, to two distinct individuals. 
The sovereignty of Holland aud Zoo- ■, 
land had been reluctantly accepted by 
Orange. The sovei eignty of the united 
provinces had been offered to iVujuu, 
but the terms of agreement with tlufc 
Duke had not yet been latided. The 
movement was thei cfore ti iple, ,,uu. 
sistmg of an abjuration and of tuo 
separate elections of heieditai'y chiefs; 
these two elections being accoinphshud 
in the same inamier, by the ropiesenta- ^ 
tive bodies lespectively of the united 
provinces, and of Holland and Zealand. 
Neither ^e abjuration not the elec- 
tions were acted upon beforehand by 
tho communities, the ti-am-bauds, ol 
the guilds of the cities — all leprcsent- 
ed, in f.act, by the inagisti-ates and 
councils of each; nor by the peasdutiy 
of the open country — all supposed to 
be represented by the knights aud 
nobles. All classes of individuals, 
however, arranged m various political 
or military comhmations, gave their 
acquiescence aftenvards, toguthei- with - 
their oaths of allegiance The pcojilo 
approved the important steps taken by 
their representatives.** 

AVithout a direct intention*~'on the 
part of the people or .’ts leaders to 
establish a republic, the llepuhlic esta- 
blished itself. Providence did not 
permit the whole country, so fUl uf 
wealth, inteUigence, healthy pulitical 
action — eo stocked with powerful cities 
and on energetic population, to ha 
combined mto one hree and prosperous 
commonwealth. The factioun anloitiou 
of a few gralidees, the cynical venality 
of many nobles, the fren^ of thi 


^Groenv Piirst, ArcUivw--.^ SSS. 
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Oheni democracy, the apirit of religious 
inlolerance, the aonsummate military 
and political genius of Alexander 
Famese,' the exaggerated self-abnega- 
tion and the tingic fate of Orange, all 
united to dissever this group of flour- 
i^ing and kindred provmces. 

The waiA of personal ambition on 
the part of AVilliam the Silent inflicted 
perhaps a serious damage upon his 
country. He believed a single chief 
requisite for the united states; he 
might have been, but always refused 
to become that chief; and yet ho has 
been held up for centuries by many 
writers as a conspiiator and a self- 
seeking intriguer. “ It seems to me,” 
said'he, with equal pathos and ti-uth, 
upon one occasion, “that I was bom 
in this bad planet that all whioh I do 
nii^t be misinteipieted.”^ The peo- 
ple worshipped him, and there was 
many an occasion when bis election 
would have been carried with enthu- 
siasm.* “These provinces," said John 
of Nassau, “are coming very unwill- 
ingly into the arrangement with the 
Duke of Alenjon. The majority feel 
much more inchned to elect the Prince, 
who is daily, and iritkout intenrdesion, 
implored to give his consent. His Groce, 
however, will in no wise agree to this; 
not because he fears the consequences, 
such as loss of property or mcreased 
danger, for therein he is plunged os 
deeply as he ever could bo ; — on the 
contrary, if ho considered only the in- 
terests of his race and the giandeur of 
his house, he could expect nothing but 
increase of honour, gold, and gear, with 
all other prosperity. Jfe refuses only 
on this aecoui& — that it may not be 
though that, instead of religious free- 
dom for the esuntry, he has been secLing 
a jeingdom for himself and his own 
pirate adoancement. Moreover, he 


1 Archives ot Gorresp , vu 3S7. 
s Bor, XIX. 455*.— COmpaieVaud Vyjicktj 
llL 73. 

> Archives, eto , viL 332, 383,i 
* Irfd., vii 589. 

s Bor, uvL 882. MetorciA s: 190. 'Wa- 
.genaer, vii 414, 415. 

s He is, hc^ovOn mjeuaed by Metemn of 


.luiauice jiiuimias. • — 047 — 

believes that the connexion with 
France will be of more benefit to tlm 
coumry and to Christianity than if a 
peace should be made with Spain, or 
than if he should himself accept the 
sovereignty, as he is desired to do.” ' 

The unfortunate negotiations with 
Anjou, to which no man was more 
opposed than Count John, proceeded 
therefore. In the meantime, the sove- 
reignty over the united provinces was 
provisionally held by the national 
council, and, at the urgent sohcitation 
of the states-general, by the Prince.* 
The Aichduke Matthias, whose func- 
tions were most uuceremonioudy 
brought to an end by the transactions 
which wo have been recording, took 
his leave of the states, and departed 
m the month of October.^ Brought 
to the coimtry a beardless boy, by the 
mtrigues of a lection who wished to 
use him as a tool against Wilham of 
Orange, he had quietly submitted^ on 
the contrary, to sei-ve as the instru- 
ment of that great statesman. His 
person.ility during his residence was 
null, and he had to expiate, by many 
a petty mortification, by many a 
bitter tor, the boyish ambition which 
brought him to the Netherlands. He 
had certamly had ample leisure to 
repent the haste ivith which he had 
got out of his warm bed in Yieima to 
take his bootless jouiucy to Brussels. 
Neveithelcss, m a country where so 
much baseness, cruelty, and ticachery 
was habitually practised by men of 
high position, as was the case in the 
Netherlands, it is something in favour 
of Matthias that he had not been base, 
or ciuel, or treacherous." The states 
voted him , on his departure, a pension 
of fifty thousand guldens annually,' 
which was probably not paid with 
exemplary regularity." 


having entered at lost into sceiet intrigues 
with the King of Spam agamat Wilham of 
Orange. — Noderl Hist . x. 190*. Hoofd re- 
peats the story — Ncdeil. Hist., xviil. 779 
Wagciiaer discredits it : -ni. 414. 

7 Bor, XVI 284 hleteren, Hoofd, 'Wage* 
uaci, ubi sup. ^ 

4 V'u-onaer,v% 414, 415. Gicenv. Must. 
Aiclmes, vii. 588. 
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Tatis it waa atronged thotj for the 
presentj at least, the Prince should 
exercise sovereignty over Holland and 
2iea>land; although he had himself 
used his utmost exertions to induce 
those provinces to join the lest of the 
United Hetherlan^ iu tlie pioposed 
elecUon of Anjou.^ This, however^ 
they sternly refused to do. There 
was also a great disinclination felt by 
m^y in Uie other states to this ha- 
zardous offer of their allegiance,^ and 
it was the personal mffuenco of Orange 
that eventually carried the measure 
through. Looking at the x>oaltion of 
affairs and at tho character of Anjou, 
as they appear to us now, it seems 
difficult to account for the Fiince's 
policy. It IS so natmal to judge only 
by the result, that ue aie ready to 
cen&uie statesmen for consequences 
which beforehand might seem utterly 
incredible, and for reading falsely 
human characters whose entire de- 
velopment only a late posterity has 
had full opportumty to appiceiate.^ 


Still, one would think that Anjou had 
been sufficiently known to inspiic dis- 
trust. 

Thcid was but little, too, in the 
aspect of the Trench court to encour- 
age hopes of valuable assistance fiom 
that quarter. It was wged, not with- 
out reason, that tbe French were os 
likely to become as dangerous as'^he 
Spaniaids; that they would piove 
nearer and more troublesome masters, 
that Fiance intended the incorpoiation 
of the NcthoiUnds into her own king- 
dom ; that the provinces would theie- 
foie be dispers^ for ever from the 
Gorman Empire; and that it was w 
well to hold to the tyi’ant under whom 
they had been bom, as to give them- 
selves %oluntajily to another of thsir 
own making.^ In short, it was maiiv 
tamed, m homely language, that 
** France and Spam weie both under 
one cmcilid/’” It might have been 
added that only extreme misery could 
make the provinces take cither bed- 
fellow. Moreover, it was asserted, 


^ Bor, XIV 133. 

3 See, in XKirticular, two papers from tho 
hand of Count John upon tee subject Ar- 
chives ct Coirespoudauco, vu. 43^1. and 
ieS- 166 . 

8 Saint Aldogonde, for instance, wioto 
from Pans to an intimate fnend, that after 
a cuiiversation ^ich Atgou of an hour and a 
halfs duration, ho hm formed tho very 
highest estimate of his talents and chivac- 
ter. He praised to the skies the olcgauce 
of his monnei's, tho hveliness of hismmd, 
hisrcmorkablo sincerity— in which last gifts 
ho so particuLiily lesembled the Nethcr- 
londers thomsclves Above all, he extoUed 
theBuke's extreme desueto effect the libe- 
ration of the provinces. Fjj added, that if 
tne opportunity should bc^t shy ot sccur- 
mgmeha prince, “ posterity would regret 
it Wi th hitter teais for a thousand years to 
'*■'*‘1, xvu 730. The opinion cx- 


piossed by Henry the Foiuth to Sully is 
worth plouug in juxtapos^ion with thisex- 
tinvagant ei^gium of HaiTUx: "11 mo 
tiompera bien s’ll ne tronipo tous qut 
sc fioiont en luy, ct suitout f>*il aime jamois 
ceux do la Bohgion, ny leui fait auouua ad- 
vantages; cor Jo acay i>oui luiavou ouydiiB 
plus aune foi% gu'it les halt comme It diabU 
aant ton eceur, ct puis il a lo ccaur si douole 
ct Bi mijin, a lo courage si lasche, le corps <4 
mal bdsty, ot ee>t tont mhabile Si toutes soi tea 
do vertueux exercices, quo jo no me b 9 'i'i- 
loiB peibuador qu’il fosse jamaib iien lie 
g^n6ieux."-<>Heni. de bully, i. 102— CVm- 
pare Gioen v. Piinstorcr, Aleves, 0*^ , vu. 
^13 ^ t 

4 ** Incommoda ot commoda,” etc — Ar- 
onives et Correspondonce^ vu 48. 

t •< Baaz Franckrelcli imd Spamen mitoui 
auder undci oiucr atCkohegor "—Hud. 



with reason, that Anjou would be a 
very expensire master, for his luzuri- 
^^ous and extravagant habits were notori-, 
'^ous — that he was a man in whom no 
confidence could be placed, and one 
who would grasp at arbitrary power 
by any means which might present 
themselves.^ Above all, it was urged 
that he was not of the true religion, 
that he hated the professors of that 
faith in his heart, and that it was 
extremely unwise for men whose dear- 
est interests were their religious ones, 
to elect a sovereign of opposite creed 
to their own. To these plausible views 
the Prince of Orange and those who 
acted with him, had, however, suffi- 
cient! answers. The Ifetherlanda had 
waited long enough for assistance from 
other quarters. Germany would not 
lift ( finger in the cause ; on the con- 
trary, the whole of Germany, whether 
Prot^tant or Catholic, was either 
openly or covertly hostile. It was 
madness to wait till assistance came 
to them from unseen sourcea It was 
time for them to assist themselves, 
and to take the best they could get ; 
for when men were starving they could 
not afford to be dainty. They might 
be bound band and foot, they might 
be overwhelmed a thousand times 
before they would receive succour 
from Germany, or from any land but 
France. Under the circumstances in 
which they found themselves, hope 
delayed was but a cold and meagre 
consolation.* 

> “To speak plainly,” said Orange, 
“asking us to wait is very much as if 
you diould keep a man three days 
without any foou in the expectation of 
a magnScent banquet, should persuade 
him to refuse Vread, and at the end of 
three days should tell him that the 
banquet was not ready, but that a still 
better one was in preparation. W ould 
it not be better, then, that the poor 
man, to avoid starvation, should wait 
no longer, but accept bread wherever 


r Ansbivea etc , vu 4S. , 

■ "Une frolde st blon maigra consola- 
t^bn.” — ^Archives, vii 240. 
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he might find it t Such is our case at 
present.” • 

It was in this vein that he ever wrote 
and spoke. The Netherlands were to 
rely upon their own exertions, and to 
procure the best alliance, together with 
the most efficient proted^ion possible. 
They were not strong enough to oops 
single-handed with their powerful 
tyrant, but they were strong enough 
if they used the instruments which 
Heaven offered. It was not trusting 
but tempting Providence to wait su- 
pinely, instead of grasping boldly at 
the means of rescue within reach. It 
became the character of brave men to 
act, not to expect. “ Otherwise,” said 
the Prince, “ we may dimb to the tops 
of trees, iike the Anabaptists of Mun- 
ster, and expect God’s assistance to 
drop from the clouds.”* It is only 
by listening to these arguments so 
often repeated, that we can compre- 
hend the policy of Orange at tfts 
period. “ God W said that he would 
furnish the ravens with food, and the 
lions with their prey,'' said he; “but 
the birds and the hons do not, there- 
fore, sit in their nests and their burs 
waiting for their food to descend from 
heaven, but they seek it where it is to 
be found.”'' So also, at a later day, 
when events seemed to have justified 
the distrust so generally felt in Anjou, 
the Prmce, nevertheless, held similar 
langu-age. “I do not,” said ho, “ca- 
lumniate those who tell us to put our 
trust in God. That is my opihion also. 
But it u trusting God to use the means 
which He places in our hands, and to 
ask that His blessings may come upon 
them.” * 

There was a feeling entertained by 
the more sanguine &at the French 
King would heartily assist the Nether- 
lands, after his brother should be 
fairly installed. He had expressly 
written to that effect, assuring Anjou 
that he would help him with all his 
strength, and would enter into dose 


4 Archives, eta, vil 570 
s Letter to Ciwnt John, Archives ot 
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allianoe with those Itetherlands which 
shoiild accept him as prmce and sore- 
reign.^ In another and more private 
letter to the Duke, the King promised 
to assist his brother, “ even to his last 
shirt." ‘ There IS no doubt that it was 
the policy of the statesmen of Fiance j 
to assist the Ketherlands, while the 
“ mignons" of the worthless King were 
of a contrary opimon. Many of them 
were secret partisans of Spain, and 
found it more agreeable to receive the 
secret pay of Philip than to assist his 
revolt^ pi ovinces They found it easy 
to excite the jealousy of the monarch 
agamst his brother — a passion which 
proved more effective than the more 
lofty ambition of onnexmg the Low 
Countries, accordmg to the secret 
promptings of many Fiench pohti- 
cians As foi the Queen Mother, she 
was fierce in her detcimination to see 
fulfilled in this way the famous predic- 
tiA of Nostradamus Three of her 
Ions hod successiaely worn the crown 
of France. That she might be “the 
mother of four kings," without laying 
a third child m the tomb, she was 
greedy for this proffered sovereignty 
to her youngest and favourite son 
Tnis well known desire of Cathanue 
de Medici was duly msisted upon by 
the advocates of the election ; for hei 
infiuence, it was urged, would bnng 
the whole power of fh'anae to support 
the Netheilands * 

At any late, France could not be 
worse — could hardly be so bad — os 
theu: present tyranny. “Better tho 
government of the Qaul, though sus 
pect and dangerous," said Kverard 
Reyd, “than the truculent dominion 
of the Spamard. Even thus will the 
partridge fiy to the hand of man, to 
escape the talons of the hawk As 
for the mdmdual character of Anjou, 
proper means would be taken, urged 
the advocates of his sovereignty, to 
keep him in check, for it was intended 

1 The letter dated Bloia Dec 26, 15S0, la 

B ven by Hoofd, xvm 764 Accorduid to 
uiilessia Momay, the Duke had, how 
ever, been eKpreeely inat^icted ly hia royal 
broUior to withdraw thF letter as soon as 
the deputies had seen it He was always 
oommaridod never to importune his Majesty 
^ lubioct — Y Dorgnot, Philippe II et 


BO closely to hmlt the pou er conferred 
upon him , that it would be only 
supreme m name. The Netheilonds 
were to be, m reahty, a republic, of’ 
which Anjou was to be a kind of 
Italian or Frisian podesta “ The 
Duka is not to act according to his 
pleasure," sold one of tbecuegotiators, 
m a private letter to Count John ; “ we 
shall take care to provide a good mur-’le 
for him How conscientiously the 
“muzzle” was prepaied, will appe r 
from the articles by which tlie states 
soon afterwards accepted the new soi c 
ic'gn How basely he contrived to 
shp the muzzle — ^m what cruel and 
cowaidly fashion he bathed his fangs 
m the blood of the flock committal to 
him, will also but too soon appear 
As for the rehgious objection to 
Anjou, on which more streis waylaid 
than upon any other, the answer wis 
equally ready Orange professed him 
self “not theologian enough” to go 
mto the subtleties biouglit fmwaid 
As itwis intended to establish movt 
firmly a religious peace, with entire 
tolerance for all creeds, he did not 
thmk it absolutely essential to req me 
a piince of the Beformed faith It 
was bigotiy to dictate to the soveie'gii, 
when lull hbeity m rehgious mattus 
was claimed for the subject Oi aiio 
was known to be a zealous profc sur i f 
tho Befoimed worship himself, but 
he did not theirfore reject political 
assistance, even though affoidcd by a 
not very enthusiastic member of the 
ancient Church 

“ If the priest and the Levite pa s 
us by when we aio filUii am mg 
thieves,” said he, with mui^h aplmi.'. 
and some hitteiness, “shall w6 lejoot 
the aid profieied by t’lo Samantan, 
because he is of a different faith fiom 
the worthy fathers who have left us to 
perish*"' In short, it was observed 
with perfect truth that I’hihp had 
been removed, not because he was a 
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Catholic, but because he was a tyrant; 
not because his faith was dinerent 
^ from that of his subjects, but because 
" he was resolved to exterminate all men 
whose religion differed from his own. 
It was not, therefore, inconsistent to 
choose another Catholic for a sove- 
reign, if proper guarantees could be 
obtained that he would protect and 
not oppress the Reformed churches. 
“If the Duke have the same designs 
as the Ring,” said Saint Aldogonde, 
" it would be a great piece of folly to 
change one tyrant and persecutor for 
another. If, on the contiaiy, instead 
of oppressing ouir liberties, he wiU 
maintain them, and in place of extir- 
pating the disciples of the true rehgion, 
he will protect them, then are all 
the reasons of our opponents without 
vigqjir.”^ 

^ midsummer the Duke of Anjou 
made his appearance in the western 
part of the Netherlands. The Piiuee 
of Farma had recently come befoie 
Cambiay with the intention of reduc- 
ing that important city. On the arrival 
of Anjou, however, at the head of five 
thousand cavalry — ^neaily all of them 
gentlemen of high degree, serving as 
volimteers — and of twelve thousand 
infantry, Alexander raised the siege 
precipitately, and retired towards 
Toumay. Anjou victualled the city, 
strengthened the gai'rison, and then, 
OS his cavalry hod only enlisted for a 
summer’s amusement, and could no 
longer be held together, he disbanded 
his forces. The bulk of the infantry 
took service for the states under tho 
Prmce of Espinoy, governor of Tour- 
nay. The DukI himself, finding that, 
notwitntanding the treaty of Flessis 
les Tours an<i the present showy de- 
monstration upon hu port, the states 
wefe not yet prepared to render him 
formal allegiance, and being, moreover, 
in the hey&y of what was universally 
considered his prosperous courtship of 
Queen Elizabeth, soon afterwards took 
his departure for England.’' • 

Pama^beiiig thus relieved of his 
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interference, soon aftei-waids laid 
siege to tho impoitant city of Tour- 
nay. The Fiince of Espinoy was 
absent with the army in the north, 
but the Princess commanded in his 
absence. She fulfilled her duty in a 
manner worthy of the house from 
which she sprang, for the blood of 
Count Horn was in her veins. The 
daughter of hhuy de Montmorency, 
the admiial’s sister, answered the 
summons of Paima to surrender at 
discretion with defiance. The garrison 
was encouraged by her steadfastness. 
The Fiincess appeared daily among 
her tioops, supcimtending the de- 
fences, and personally duectmg the 
officers. During one of the assaults, 
she is said, but perhaps erroneously, 
to have been wounded in the arm, 
notwithstanding which she refused to 
letire.* 

The siege lasted two months. Mean- 
time, it became impossible for OraAge 
and the estates, notwithstanding their 
efforts, to raise a sufficient force to 
drive Parma from his entrenchments. 
The city was becoming gradually and 
surely undermmed from without, while 
at the same time the insidious art of 
a Dominican friar. Father Gdry by 
name, had been as surely sappmg the 
fidelity of the garrison from within. 
An open revolt of tho Catholic popu- 
hition being on the point of taking 
phice, it became impossible any longer 
to hold the city. Those of the Re- 
formed faith insisted that the place 
should be surrendered ; and the Prin- 
cess, being thus deserted by all partiei^ 
made an honourable capitulation with 
Parma. She herself, with all her 
garrison, was allowed to retire with 
personal property, and with all the 
honours of war, while the sack of the 
city was commuted for one hundred 
thousand crowns, levied upon the in- 
habitants. The Princess, on leaving 
the gates, was received with such a 
shout of applause from the royal army 
that she seemed less like a defeated 
commander than a conqueror. Upon 

% 
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aUianoe with those Isetherlands which 
Aould accept him as prince and Bore 
reign ^ In another and more private 
letter to the Duke, the King promised 
to assist his brother, " even to his last 
shirt”’ There IS no doubt that it was 
the pohcy of the statesmen of France 
to assist the Ketherlands, while the 
“mignons ' of the worthless Kmg wore 
of a contnuy opimon Hany of them 
were secret partisans of Spain, and 
found it more agreeable to receive the 
secret pay of FhUip than to assist his 
1 evoltM provinces They found it easy 
to excite the jealousy of the monarch 
sgainst his brother— a passion which 
proved more effective than the mme 
lofiy ambitton of annexing the Iiow 
Countnes, accordmg to the secret 
promptings of many Fiench pohti 
Clans ^ Ah for the Queen Mother, she 
was fierce in her deteimination to see 
fulfilled m this way the famous predic 
tiA of Nostradamus Three of her 
Ions had successively worn the crown 
of France That she might be “the 
mother of four kings,” wiQiout laymg 
a thud child in &e tomb, she was 
greedy lor this proffered soveraigniy 
to her youngest and favourite son 
This well known desue of Catharine 
de Medici w os duly moisted upon by 
the advocates of the election , for her 
infiuence, it was urged, would bring 
the whole power of France to support 
the Netherlands * 

At any late, France could not be 
worse — cbuld hardly bo so bad — as 
their present tyranny “Better the 
government of the Oaul, though sus 
pect and dangerous," said Kverard 
Reyd, “than tne truculent domimon 
of the Spamard. Even thus will the 
partndge fiy to the hand of man, to 
escape the talons of the hawk ° As 
for the mdmdual character of Anjou, 
proper means would be taken, uiged 
the advocates of his sovereignty, to 
keep him in check, for it was intended 

1 Tlie lottci dated Blois, Dec 26, 1580, is 
ven by Hoofd, xvm 754 According to 
uplesds Homay, tbe Duke hod bow 
ever been expressly insi^oted by bis royal 
brother to withdraw the letter as soon os 
ibe deputies had seen it Ha was always 
commauded never to tmportline his tLoeety 
^ w the suluoct — Y Borgnot, Fljlippo 11 et 
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so closely to limit the power confemd 
upon him , that it would be only 
supreme m name The Netheilands 
were to he, m reality, a republic, of*" 
which Anjou was to he a kind of 
Italian or Fnsian podcsta “The 
Duke IS not to act according to his 
pleasure,” said one of theenegotutors, 
in a private letter to Count John , n e 
shall take care to provide a good murrle 
for him”® How conscientiously th» 
“muzzle' was prepared, will aup r 
from the articles bj which the states 
soon afterwards accepted the new eom, 
leign How basely he contrived to 
slip the muzzle — ^m what cruol and 
cowaidly fashion he bathed his f in^i 
in the blood of the flock commiti d to 
him, will also but too soon appear 
As for the rehgious objection to 
Anjou, on which more stie^s wo^hid 
than upon any other, the answer was 
equally leody Orange professed him 
self "not theologian enough to go 
into the suhtletics hiouglit foiwaid 
As it was intended to establish most 
firmly a religious peace, with ontiro 
tolerance for all creeds, he did not 
jdunk jt bhsuJntedy essential to r pin 
e pnnee of the Reformed faith It 
w as bigotiy to dictate to the soveroign 
when tuU hbeity m rehgious niattois 
was claimed for the subject Orang 
was known to be a zemous profe sor c i 
the Befoimed worship himself, bit 
ho did not theiefoie reject prlitiia] 
assistance, even thongh affoided bv a 
not very enthusiastic member of the 
ancient Chuich ^ 

“ If the pnest and the Levite pa i 
ns by when we u e fallen ai i n j 
thieves,” said he, wiili much apli oh-> 
and some hittoiness, "shall w* i eject 
the aid profleied by the Samaritan, 
because he is of a different faith from 
the worthy fathers who have left us to 
perish*”^ In short, it was observed 
with perfect truth that Phihp bad 
been removed, not because he was a 
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Catholic, but because he was a tyrant; 
not because his faith was different 
^ from that of his subjects, but because 
' " he was resolved to exterminate all men 
whose religion differed from his own. 
It was not, therefore, inconsistent to 
choose another Catholic for a sove- 
reign, if paoper guarantees could be 
obtained that he would protect and 
not oppress the Beformsd churches. 
"If the Duke have the same designs 
as the King,” said Saint Aldcgoiide, 
" it would be a great piece of folly to 
change one tyrant and persecutor for 
another. If, on the contrary, instead 
of oppressing our Liberties, he will 
maiutain them, and in place of extir- 
pating the disciples of the true religion, 
he will protect them, then are all 
the reasons of our opponents without 
vigQjir.”^ 

1^ midsummer the Duke of Anjou 
made his appearance in the western 
part of the Netheilands. The Piance 
■ of Parma had recently come before 
Cambray with the intention of reduo- 
hig that important city. On the arrival 
of Anjou, however, at the head of five 
thousand cavalry — ^nearly all of them 
gentlemen of high degree, seiviug os 
vuliuiteers — and of twelve thousand 
infantry, Alexander raised the siege 
precipitately, and retired towards 
Tournay. Anjou victualled the city, 
strengthened tlie gaiiison, and then, 
os his cavalry had only enlisted for a 
summer's amusement, and could no 
longer be held together, he disbanded 
^ his forces. The bulk of the infantry 
took service lor the states under tho 
Prince of Espinoy, governor of Tour- 
nay, The DiikS hir^eU, finding that, 
notvritfttanding the treaty of Flessis 
les Tours ami the present showy de- 
monstration upon luB part, the states 
wefe not yet prepared to render him 
formal allegiance, and being, moreover, 
in the heyday of what was universally 
considered his prosperous courtslnp of 
Queen Elizabeth, soon afterwards took 
1^ departure for England.’ * _ ! 

Pozma,, being thus relieved of his j 
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interference, soon afterwaids laid 
siege to the important city of Tour- 
nay. The Fiince of Espinoy was 
absent with the aimy in the north, 
hut the Princess commanded in his 
absence. She fulfilled her duty in a 
manner worthy of the house from 
which she sprang, for the blood of 
Count Horn was in her veins. The 
daughter of 5I.«y de Montmorency, 
the admiral’s sister, answered the 
summons of Faima to surrender at 
discretion with defiance. The garrison 
was encouraged by her steadfastness. 
The Piincess appeared daily among 
her troops, superintending the de- 
fences, and personally du'ecting the 
officetB. During one of the assaults, 
she is said, but perhaps erroneousljr, 
to have been wounded in the an% 
notwithstanding which she refused to 
ictire.’ 

The siege lasted two months. Mean- 
time, it became imposaible for OraSgo 
and the estates, notwithstanding their 
efforts, to raise a sufficient force to 
drive ]?arma from bis entrenchmentsL 
The city was becoming gradually and 
surely undermined fi om without, while 
at the same time the insidious art of 
a Dominican friar. Father Q&y by 
name, had been as surely sapping ths 
fidelity of the gacrison from withim 
An open revolt of the CathoUo popu- 
lation being on tlie point of taking 
place, it became impossible any longer 
to bold the city. Those of the lie- 
formed faith insisted that the place 
should be surrendered; and the Prio- 
cess, being thus deserted by all parties, 
made an honourable capitulation with 
Parma. She herself, with all her 
garrison, was allowed to retire witli 
personal propoiiy, and with all the 
honours of war, while the sack of the 
city was commuted for one hundred 
thousand crowns, levied upon the in- 
habitants. The Princess, on leaving 
the gates, was received with such a 
shout of applause from the royal army 
that she seemed loss like a defeatM 
commander than a conqueror, Upwi 
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lihe SOth K'oTcmbet', Parma accord- 
ingly entered the place which he 
hi^ been besieging since the 1st of 
October.' 

By the end of the autumn, the 
Prince of Orange, more than ever dis- 
satisfied with the anarchical condition 
of affairs, and with the obstinate jea- 
lousy and parsimony of the different 
prorinces, again summoned the coun- 
try in the most earnest language to 
provide for the general defence, and 
to tahe measures for the inauguration 
of Anjou He painted in sombre 
colours the prospect which lay before 
them, if nothing was done to arrest 
tlie progress of the internal disorders 
and of the external foe, whose forces 
were steadily augmenting. Had the 
provinces followed his advice, instead 
of quarrelling among themselves, they 
would have mid a powerful army on 
foot to second the efforts of Anjou, 
antf subsequently to save Toumay. 
They had remained supine and stolid, 
even while the cannonading against 
these beautiful cities was in toeir very 
ears. Ho man seemed to think him- 
self interested in public affairs, save 
when his own province or village was 
directly attacked.' The general m- 
terests of the commonwealth were 
forgotten in local jealousy. Had it 
been otherwise, the enemy would have 
long since been driven over the Meuse. 
“ 'When money," continued the Prince, 
"is asked for to carry on the war, men 
answer as if they were talking with 
the dead Kmperor.’ To say, however, 
that they will pay no more, is as much 
as to declare that they will give up 
their land and their religion both. I 
say this, not because I have any desire 
to put my hands into the common 
purse. You well know that I have 
never touched the public money, but 
it is important that you should feel 
that there is no war in the country 
except the one which concerns you 
all." 

The states, thus shamed and stimu- 
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lated. set themselves in earnest to obey 
the mandates of the Prince, and sent a 
special mission to England, to arrange j, 
with the Duke of Anjou for his formal 
installation as sovereign. Saint Alde- 
mnde and other commissioners were 
mready there. It was the memorable 
epoch in the Anjou wooingi when the 
rings were exchanged between Eliza- 
beto and the Duke, and when the 
world thought that the nuptials were 
on the point of being celebrated. 
Saint Aldegonde wrote to the Prince 
of Orange on the 22d of Hovember, 
that the maniage had been finally 
settled upon that day.* Throughout 
the Netherlands, the auspicious tid- 
ings were greets with bonfires, lillu- 
minations, and cannonading,' and the 
measures for hailing the l^ince, thus 
highly favoured by so great a Qqgen, 
as sovereign master of the provinces, 
were pu^ed forwairi with great 
energy. 

Heveriheless, the mamage ended in 
smoke. There weie plenty of tour- 
nays, pageants, and banquets; a pro- 
fusion of nuptial festivities, in short, 
where nothing was omitted but the 
nuptials. By the end of January 1582, 
the Duke was no nearer the goal than 
upon his arrival three months before. 
Acceding, therefore, to the wishes of 
the Hetoerland envoys, he prepared 
for a visit to their country, where the 
ceremony of his joyful entrance as 
Duke of Brabant and sovereign of the 
other provinces was to take place. Ho 
open rapture with Elizabeth occurred. ! 
On the contrary, the Queen accom- 
panied the Duke, with a numerous 
and stately retinue, a^ far as Canter- 
bury, and. sent a most biiUiairi train 
of her greatest nobles apd gentlemen 
to escort him to the Netherlands, com- 
municating at the same time, by dae- 
dal letter, her wishes to the estates- 
general, that he should be treated with 
os much honour "as if he were her 
second self.” " 

On the- 10th of February, fifteen 
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large Tesseli coat anclior at flusliiiig, 
The Duke of Anjou, attended by the 
Earl of Leicester, the Lords Huii^on, 
Willoughby, Sheffield, Howard, Sir 
Philip Sidney, and many other per. 
Bonages of high rank and reputation,* 
landed from this fleet. He was 
greeted on^his arrival by the Prince 
of Orange, who, with the Prince of 
Eepinoy and a hirge deputation of the 
Btates-general, bad been for some days 
waiting to welcome him. The man 
whom the Hetherlanda had chosen for 
their new master stood on the shores 
of Zealand. Francis Hercules^ Son of 
France, Duke of Alen$on and Anjou, 
was at that time 3U8t twenty^eight 
years of age; yet not even his flat, 
terers, or his '* minions,” of whom he 
had as regular a train as his royal 
brother, could claim for him the ex- 
ternal graces of youth or of pnnoely 
dignit}'. He was below the middle 
height, puny and ill-shaped. His hair 
and eyes were brown, his face was 
teamed with the small-pox, his skin 
covered with blotches, his nose so 
swollen and distorted that it seemed 
to be double. This prominent feature 
did not escape the sarcasma of his 
countrymen, viho, among other gibes, 
were wont to observe tiiat the man 
who always wore two faces, might be 
expected to have two noses also It 
waa thought that his revolting appear- 
ance was the prmcipol reason for the 
rupture of the English marriage, and 
it was in vain that his supporters 
maintained that if he could forgive 
her age, she might, in return, excuse 
his ugliness. It seemed that there 
was appoint of hideousness beyond 
which even rojral princes could not 
descend withsimpunity, and the only 
wopder seemed that Elizabeth, with 
the handsome Bobert Dudley ever at 

videt se in mediis nuptiia oelobrare omnia 
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h^ feet, could even tolerate the ad- 
dresses of ESpancis Valois.* 

His intellect was by no means con- 
temptible. He was not without ti 
certain quiokness of apprehension and 
vivacity of expression which passed 
current among his admirers for wit 
and wisdom. Even the experienced 
Saint Aldegonde was deceived in his 
character, and described him after an 
hour and half’s interview, as a Prince 
overflowing with boimty, intelligence, 
and sincerity. That smm men as Saint 
Aldegonde and the Prince of Orange 
should be at fault iu their judjunesi; 
is evidence not so much of their want 
of discernment, as of the difierence 
between the general reputation of the 
Duke at that period, and that whioh 
has been eventually eatabliahed for 
him in bistory, Horeover, subae- 
qnent events were to exhibit the 
utter baseness of his character more 
signally than it had been displi^ed 
during bis previous career, however 
vacillating. No more ignoble yet 
more dangerous creature h^ yet been 
loosed upon the devoted soil of the 
Netherlands. Not one of the person- 
ages who had hitherto figured in the 
long drama of the revolt had enacted 
BO Boiry a part. Ambitious but 
trivial, enteiprising but cowardly, on 
intriguer and a dupe, without rel^ous 
cor.victiunB or political piinciples, save 
that be was willing to accept any creed 
or any system which might advance 
his own schemes, he was tiie most un- 
fit protector for a people who, whether 
wrong or right, were at least in earnest, 
and who were accustomed to regard 
truth as one of the virtues. He was 
certainly not deficient in seU-esteem. 
With a figure which was insignificmii^ 
and a countenance which was repul- 
sive, he had hoped to effiioe the impres- 
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loon made upon Elizabeth’s imagination 
by the bandsomeeb nuu^ in Europe. 
With a conunonplace capacity, and 
with a narrow political education, he 
intended to circumvent the moat pro- 
found statesman of his age. And 
there, upon the pier at Flushing, he 
stood between them both; between 
the magni&cent Leicester, whom he 
had thou^t to outshine, and the 
silent Prince of Orange, whom he was 
determined to outwit. Posterity has 
long been aware how far he succeeded 
in the one and the other attempt. 

The Duke’s arrival was greeted with 
the roar of artillery, the ring^g of 
bells, and the accla^tions of a large 
concourse of the inhabitants ; suitable 
speeches were made by the magistrates 
of the town, the deputies of Zealand, 
and other functionaries,' and a stately 
banquet was provided, so remarkable 
“for its sugar-work and other dehcacies, 
a8%] entirely astonish the French and 
English lords who partook thereof.’’ ^ 
The Duke visited Middelburg, where 
he was received with great state, and 
to the authorities of which he es- 
pressed his gratification at finding two 
such stately cities situate so close to 
each other on one little island.^ 

On the 17th of Febiniary, he set 
sail for Antwerp. A fleet of fifty- 
four vessels, covered with flags and 
streamers, con veyed him and his retinue, 
together with the large deputation 
wMch had welcomed him at Flushing, 
to the great commercial metropolis. 
He stepped on shore at Kiel within 
a bowshot of the city — for, like other 
Dukes of Brabant, he was not to enter 
Antwerp until he hod taken the oaths 
to respect the constitution — and the 
ceremony of inauguration was to 
take place outside the walls. A large 
platform had been erected for this 
purpose, commanding a view of the 
stately city, with its bristling fortifi- 
cations and shady groves,'' A throoc, 
covered with velvet and gold, was 
prepared, and here the Duke took 
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his seat, surrounded by a brilliant 
throng, inolu^g many of the most 
distinguished personages in Europe, ^ 

It was a blight winter’s morning” 
The gaily bannered fleet lay conspicu- 
ous in tile river, while an enormous 
concourse of people were thronging 
from all sides to greet the new sove- 
reign. Twenty thousand burgher 
troops, in bright uniforms, surrounded 
the platform, upon the tapestried flour 
of which stood the magistrates of Ant- 
werp, the leading membors of the 
Brabant estates, with the Prince of 
Oiange at their head, together with 
many other great functional les. The 
magnificence everywhere displayed, 
and especially the splendid costiimei 
of the military companies, excited the 
profound astonishment of the French, 
triio exclaimed that every scklicr 
seemed a captain, and who regarded 
with vexation their own inferior equip- 
ments.* 

Andrew Hessels, doctor utriusque 
juris, delivered a salutatoiy oration, is 
which, among other flights of elo- 
quence, he expressed tihe hope of tbs 
provinces that the iTuke, with the 
beams of his greatness, wisdom, and 
magnanimity, would dissipate all the 
mists, fogs, and other exh.alitions 
which weie pernicious to their national 
prosperity, and that he would bring 
back the sunlight of their ancient 
glory.® 

Anjou answered these compliments 
with equal oouriesy, and had much to ^ 
say of his wilhngncsB to shed every 
drop of his blood in defence of the 
Brabant liberties ; but it might have 
damped the enthusiasm of the moment 
could the curtam of the not very 
distant future have beeil lifted, Tlie 
audience, listening to these proniijes. 
might have seen that it was not so 
much his blood as thcii-s which he 
was disposed to shed, and le-s, too, 
in defence than in violation of those 
same liberties which he was swearing 
to protect. 

dAnvers,” — ^Anvers. Flantin , 1582 —Com- 
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Orator Hessels then read aloud 
the articles of the Joyous Entry, in 
the Flemish language, and the Duke 
was o^ed if he required any explana- 
tions of that colebrated constitution. 
He replied that he had thoroughly 
studied its provisions, with the assist- 
ance of the Frince of Orange, duiing 
his voyage from Flushing, and was 
quite piepared to swear to maintain 
them. The oaths, according to the 
antique custom, were then adminis- 
tered Afterwards, the ducal hat and 
the velvet mantle, lined with ermine, 
weie biuught, the Piince of Orange 
assisting his lliglmesa to aseuina this 
historical costume of the Brabant 
dukes, and saying to him, as he 
fastened the button at the throat, “ 1 
must secure this robe so firmly, my 
lur^, that no man may ever t^ it 
from your shouldeis.”^ 

Thus oriayed in his garment of 
sovereignty, Anjou was compelled to 
listen to another oration &om the 
pensionary of Antwerp, John Van der 
Wei ken. He then exchanged oaths 
with the magistrates of the city, and 
received the keys, which he returned 
for safe-keepmg to the burgomaster. 
Meanwhile the trumpets sounded, 
largess of gold and silver coins was 
scattered among the people, and the 
heralds cried aloud, "Long live the 
Duke of Biabaut." * 

A pi occasion was then formed to es- 
cort the new Duke to hie eommerciai 
capital. A stately and striking inocea- 
sion it was. The Hanseatic merchants 
in ancient German attire, the English 
merchants in long velvet cassocks, the 
heralds in thdtr quaint costume, the 
long'^ain of civic militia with full 
hands of music, the chief funotiouaries 
of city and province in their black 
m^nUes and gold chains, all marching 
under emblematical standards or time- 
honoured blazons, followed each other 
in dignified order. Then come the 
Duke lumself, on a white Barbary 
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horse, caparisoned with doth of gold. 

He was surrounded with Enghah, 
French, and Ketherland grandees, 
many of them of world-wide reputa- ^ 
tion. There was the statdy Leices- 
ter; Sir Phihp Sidney, the mirror of 
chivalry ; the gaunt and imposing form 
of WiUiajn the Sileut ; his son ; Count 
Mauiicc of Nassau, destined to he the 
fiiet captain of his age, tlien a hand- 
some, daik-eyed lad of fifteen; the 
Dauphin of Auvergne; the Mardchal 
de Birou and his sons; the Prince of 
Espmoy; the Loida Sheffield, Wil- 
loughby, Howaid, Hunsdon, and many 
others of high degree and distmguished 
leputation.'' The ancient guilds of the 
crossbow-men and archeis of Biabant, 
splendidly accoutred, formed the body- 
guard of the Duke, while his French 
cavahuis, the life-guardsmen of the 
Pimce of Orange, and the troops of 
the hns, followed in great numbers, 
their glitteiiug uniforms all g-ail^ m- 
tenningled, "like the Bowel's de luce 
upon a royM mantle.” The procession, 
thus goigeous and gay, was terminated 
by a dismal group of three hundred 
malefactors, msfehiug in fetters, and 
imploiing pardon of the Duke, a boon 
which was to be granted at evening. 
Great torohes, sUffioiigh it was high 
noon, were burning along the road, at 
intervals of four or five feet, in a cun- 
tmuuusline reaching from the platform 
at Kiel to the portal of Saint Jorie, 
through which the enhance to the city 
was to be mode. 

Inside the gate a etupendous allegory 
was awaiting the approach of the now 
sovereign.* A huge gilded car, crowd- 
ed with those emblemahcal and highly 
bedizened personages so dear to the 
Netberlonders, obstructed the advance .. 
of the proceseion. All the virtues 
seemed to have come out for an ahing 
in one chariot, and were now waiting 
to ofier their homage to Francis Her- 
cules Valois. lleligiou in " red satm," 
holding the gospel in her hand, was 
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'Supported by Justice, "in orange vel- 
Te^" armed with blade and beam. 
Fmdence and Fortitude embraced each 
otiier near a column enwreathed by 
serpents "rrith their fauls in their ears 
to typify deafness to flattery;" while 
Patriotism os a pelican, and Patience 
os a brooding hen, looked benignantly 
upon the scene. This greeting duly 
acknowledged, the procession advanced 
into the city. The streets were hned 
with troops and with dtizens; the bal- 
conies were filled with fair women; 
"the very gables,” says on enthusiastic 
contemporaiy, “seemed to laugh with 
ladies’ eyes,’*^* The market-place was 
filled with waxen torches and with 
biasing tar barrels, while in its centre 
stood the giant Antigonus — founder of 
the city thirteen hundred years before 
the Christian era — the fabulous per- 
sonage who was accustomed to throw 
the right hands of all smuggling mer- 
ohiMIts into the Scheld.’ This colossal 
individual, attired in a " surcoat of sky- 
blue,” and holding a banner emblazon- 
ed with the arms of Spain, turned its 
head as the Duke ent^d the square, 
saluted the new sovereign, and then 
dropping the Spanish scutcheon upon 
the ground, raised aloft another beu'- 
ing the arms of Anjou ^ 

And thus, amid exuberant outpour- 
ing of confidence, another lord and 
master had mode his triumxihal en- 
trance into the FTetherlands. Alas I 
how often had this sangume people 
greeted with similar acclamations the 
advent of their betrayers and their 
tyrants I How soon were they to dis- 
cover that the man whom they were 
thus receiving with the warmest en- 
thusiaam was the most treacherous 
tyrant of all. 

It was nightfall before the procession 
at last reached the palace of Saint 
Miehael, which had been fitted up for 
tlie temporary reception of the Duke.* 


Outch, Kepwblie. [ 1582 / 

The next day waa devoted to speech- 
making; various deputationa waiting 
upon &e new Duke of Brabant with f, 
congratulatory addresses. The Qnmd 
Pensionary delivered a pompous ora- 
tion upon a platform hung with sky- 
blue silk, and carpeted with cloth of 
gold. A committee of the German 
and French Reformed Churches made 
a long harangue, in which they ex- 
preseed the hope that the Lord would 
make the Duke " as valiant as David, 
as wise as Solomon, and as pious as 
Hezekiab.”* A Roman Catholic de- 
putation informed his Highness that 
for eight months the members of the 
Ancient Church had been forbidden 
all religious exercises, savmg bap-ssm, 
marriage, visitation of the sick, and 
burials. A promise was tlicref ore made 
that this prohibition, which had h^en 
the result of the disturbances recorded 
in a preceding chapter, eliauld be im- 
mediately modified, and on the 15th 
of March, accordingly, it waa arranged, 
by command of the magistrates, that 
bU Catholics should have permission 
to attend public worship, acooidmg to 
the ancient ceremonial, in the chuich 
of Saint Michael, which had been ori- 
ginally designated for the use of the 
new Duke of Brabant. It was, how 
ever, stipulated that all who desiied 
to partake of this privilege should take 
the oath of abjuration beforehand, and 
go to the church without arms."’ 

Here then had been oaths enough, 
orations enough, compliments enough, 
to make any agreement steadfast, so 
far as windy suspirations could furnish 
a solid foundation for the social com- 
pact. Bells, tnimpet3,'hnd the brazen 
throats of men and of cannouh had 
made a sufficient din,- touhes and tar- 
barrels had made a sufficient gIaie,^to 
confirm — so far as noise and blazing 
pitch could confirm — ^the decorous pro- 
ceedings of church and town-hoiuc. 
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but time wee soon to shew the value the assistance of the King of Fiance 
of such demonstrationB. Meantime, for the Ketherlands. He was to main* 
■* the "muzzle " had been fastened with tain a perfect and a perpetual league, 
solemnity and accepted with docility, offensive and defensive, between that 
The terms of the treaty concluded at kingdom and the provinces; without, 
Plessis les Tours and Bordeaux were however, permittmg any incorporation 
made public. The Duke had sub- of territory. He was to cany on the 
scribed to4wenfy-seven articles, which war against Spain with his own means 
made as strmgent and sensible a eon- and those furnished by his royal bro- 
stitutional compact os could be desired ther, in addition to a yearly contribu- 
by any Hetherland patriot. These tion by the estates of two million four 
articles,^ taken in conne-xion with the hundred thousand guldens.*’ He was 
ancient charters which they expressly to dismiss all troops at command of 
upheld, left to the new sovereign no the states-general. He was to make 
vestige of arbitiaiy power. S«,was no treaty with Spain without their 
merely the heredi^ry. president of a consent. 

representative republic. He was to be It would be superfluous to point 
Duke, Count, Mai'grave, or Seignior of out the great difference between the 
the different provmcea on the same notions entertained upon intemationid. 
terms which his predecessors had ac- law in the sixteenth century and in 
ce^ed. He was to transmit the dig- our own. A state of nominal peace 
nities to his children. If there were existed between Spain, France, and 
more than one child, the provinces England ; yet here was the brother of 
were to select one of the number for the French monarch, at the heat of 
their sovereign. He was to maintain French troops, and attended by the 
all the ancient privilegea, charters, grandees of England, solemnly accept, 
statutes, and customs, and to forfeit mg the sovereignty over the revolt 
bis sovereignty at the flrst violation, provinces of Spain.* It is also oorioiu 
He was to assemble the states-general to observe that the constitutional com- 
at least once a year. He was always pact by which the new sovereign of 
to reside in the Hetherlands. He was the Hetherlands was admitted to the 
to permit none but natives to hold government, would have bean repudi- 
office. His right of appointment to ated as revolutionary and repnlffican 
all important posts was limited to a by the monarchs cf France or England, 
selootion from three candidates, to be if an attempt bad been made to apply 
proposed by the estates of the province it to their own realms, for the ancient 
concerned, at each vacancy. He was charters — ^which in reality constituted 
to maintain “the Religion” and the a republican form of government — 
religious peace in the same state in had all been re-established by the 
which they then were, or as should agreement with Anjou, 
afterwards be ordained by the estates The first-fruits of the ban now began 

of each providKe, without making any to display themselves. Sunday, 18th 
innofSiion on his own part.* Holland of March 1582, was the birthday of 
and Zealanda were to remain as they the Duke of Anjou, and a great festival 
wore, both in the matter of religion had been arranged, accordmgly, for 
aifd othemtse.^ His Highness was not the evening, at the palace of Saint 
to permit that any one should be ex- Michael, the Prince of Orange as well 
amined or molested in his house, or as all the great French lords being of 
otherwise, in the matter or under pre- course invited. The Prince dined, as 
text of rdigion,* He was to procure usual, at his house in the neighbour. 
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hood of the oiiadd, in oompony with 
the Connts Hohenlo and Lariu, and 
the two distinguiahed French com- 
miaaionera, Bonniret and Dee Frun- 
eauz. Young Maurice of Naaaau, and 
two nephews of the Prince, sons of his 
brother John, were also present at 
table. During dinner the conversation 
was animated, many stories being re- 
lated of the cruelties which had been 
practised by the Spaniards in the pro- 
vinces. On rising from the table. 
Orange led the way from the dmiug- 
room to his pwn apartments, shewing 
the noblemen in his company, as he 
passed along, a piece of tapestiy upon 
which some Spanish soldiers were re- 
presented. At this moment, as he 
stood upon the threshold of the ante- 
chamber, a youth of small stature, 
vulgar mien, and pale dark complexion, 
appeared from among the servants and 
offered bim a petition. He took the 
pajfjr, and os he did so, the stranger 
Buddeiily drew a pistol and discharged 
it at the head of the Prince. The ball 
entered the neck under the right ear, 
passed through the roof of the mouth, 
and came out under the left jaw-bone, 
carrying with it two teeth.t The 

E istol had been held so near, that the 
air and beard of the Prince were set 
on fire by the discharge. He remained 
standing, but blinded, stunned, and 
for a moment entirely ignorant of 
what had occurred. As he afterwards 
observed, he thought perhaxis that a 
part of the house had suddenly fallen. 
Finding very soon that his hair and 
beard were bummg, he comprehended 
what had occurred, and called out 
quickly, “ Do not kill him — I forgive 
him my death I” and turning to the 
French noblemen present, he added. 


"Alas I what a faithful servant does 
his Highness loss in me t ” ‘ 

These were his first words, spoken . 
when, as all believed, he had been " 
mort^y wounded. The message oi 
mercy came, however, too late; fur 
two of the gentlemen present, by an 
irresistible impulse, had run the oswis- 
sm through with their rapiers. The 
halberdiers rushed upon him immedi- 
ately afterwards, so that he fell xneiced 
in thirty-two vital places.’ The Pi moe, 

I supported by his friends, ualkcJ to 
his chamber, where he was put to bed, 
while the surgeons examined and luii- 
daged the wound. It was most d.ui- 
gerouB in appearance, but a veiy sti augo 
circumstance gave more huxie ih.iu 
could otherwise have been eiitertaineil. 
The flame fiom the pistol had bi'L-ii 
so close that it had actually cautci i il 
the wound inflicted by the ball. lint 
for this, it was siqiposed that the flow 
of blood from the veins which had 
been shot through would have proved 
fatal before the wound could be dressed. 
The Prince, after the fiist shock, had 
recovered full poBsession of bis senses, 
and behevmg himself to be dying, he 
expiessed the most unaffected sym- 
jiathy for the condition m which the 
Duke of Anjou would be placed by his 
death. " Alas, poor Prince 1” be cried 
frequently ; " alas, what troubles will 
now beset thee !”* The suigeons en- 
joined and implored his silence, os 
speaking might cause the wound to 
prove immediately fatal. He com- 
phed, but wrote incessantly.’ As long 
as his heart could beat, it was imi'.os- 
sible for him not to be occujued with 
bis country. 

Lion Petit, a trusty captain Uf the 
city guard, forced bis wajuto the chaui- 


’ Hoofd, xiic. S'-* Bor, xvil. 818. Ms- 
texen, zi. 194°. Toasts, vi. 481. Btrada, 2, 
iv. 2i9. "Korto Vorhaal van dea xnoord- 
dadigen aanalag, badreven op den peraoon 
van den zecr doorlnchtigen vorat, den heore 
Frms van Orazue, door Jan Jauregui, ecn 
Bpanjard — This la the title of a pamphlet 
published at the time with authentic docu- 
monta hj Flantin, at Antwerp, Tlioie is 
alBo a French edition, pr^ed aimultane- 
ouely with that mFlemi^-untituled, *‘Brcf 
Bocucil da FABBaaamat,” eta — ^BcifTenherg 
laa republished it in his edition of Van dor 
IgpBkt. laitter of Berena, Mamh 27, 1692, 


in Archives at Correspondance, vni. 77 
’ ** Doodt hem met, ik veigcef hem muen 
dooil I” — Korte Vcrhaal. Bor, xvii Slit 
Qoofd, zix, 804 Uetoren, xi. 194 
’ Ibid, Letter of Herlo, Archives et Coi- 
reapondance, supplement, pp 220, aqq. 
Letter of Dei cue. Archives at Correspon- 
dance, viii 78, -< 

a ** Ach arme vorat, arms voraU wat suit 
glj nog moeijohjkhoden out mocten I*'— 
Korta Verhaal. Bor, xvii, 318. Ueteron, 
XI. 194° Btoofd, xix 806. , 

* Korta Yorhaal, etc. — it 08110 voats 
haziden vlug aohxeef - 
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ber, it being absolutely neceseaiy, said 
the honest buigher, for him to see 
with his own eyes that the Prince was 
living, and report the fact to the towns- 
people: otherwise, so great was the 
excitement, it was impossible to say 
what might be the result. It was in 
fact belid^ed that the Prince was 
already dead, and it was whispered 
that he had been assassinated by the 
order of Anjou, This horrible sus- 
picion was flying through the city, and 
producing a fierce exaspeiatioi],^ as 
men talked of the murder of Coligny, 
of Saint Bartholomew, of the mur- 
derous propensities of the Valois race. 
Had the attempt taken place in the 
erehing, at the birth-night banquet of 
Anjou, a homble masaaore would have 
been the inevitable issue. As it hap- 
pesed, however, circumstances soon 
occmred to remove the suspicion from 
the French, and to indicate the origin 
of the crime. Meantime, Captain 
Petit was urged by the Prince, in 
writing, to go forth instantly with the 
news that ho yet survived, but to im- 
plore the people, in case God should 
call him to Himself, to hold him in 
kind remembrance, to moke no tumult, 
and to serve the Duke obediently and 
faithfully.’ 

Meantime, the youthful Maurice of 
Hassau was giving proof of that cool 
determination which ab’eady marked 
his character. It was natural that a 
boy of fifteen should be somewhat agi- 
tated at seeing such a father ehot 
through the head heforo his eyes His 
situation was rendered doubly grave 
by the suspioijns which were instantly 
engo^ered as to the probable origin 
of the attempt. It was already whis- 
pered in thif hall that the gentlemen 
w^o had been eo officious in slaymg 
the assassin were his accomplices, who 
—upon the principle that dead men 
would tell no tales — -were disposed, 
now that the deed was done, to pre- 
dude inconvenient revelations os to 
w 

1 EorttfVorlutal, 691. B»r. ubi sup. Mo- 
teren, xl 194. Hoofd, xix. 804. Strads, 2, 
Iv. 219. Bor, xvii. 813. 

’ Bor, HrSersn, Boofd, uU sup. Korte 
Terbsoi 1 

a Koite vrhaal, ttc. Bor, xvil, 818. 


their own shore in the crime. Maurice, 
notwithstanding these causes for per< 
turbatioD, and despite his grief at 
his father’s probable death, remained « 
steadily by l^e body of the murderer. ' 
He was determined, if possible, to un- 
ravel the ploi^ and he waited to possess 
himself of all papers and other aiticlee 
which might be found upon the per- 
son of the deceased.^ 

A scrupulous search was at once 
made by the attendants, and every- 
thing placed in the young Count’s own 
hands. This done, Maurice expressed 
a doubt lest some of the villain’s ac- 
complices might attcmjit to take the 
articles from him,'* whereupon a faith- 
ful old servant of his father came fui- 
ward, who with an emphatic expression 
of the importance of sccui-mg such im. 
poitant documents, took his young 
master under Ms cloak, and led him 
to a retired apartment of the house. 
Here, after a rapid examination, A was 
found that the papers were all in Spoib 
ish, written by S^ianiards to Spaniaids. 

BO that it was obvious that the oou- 
spiraoy, if one there were, was not a 
French conspir.icy. The servant, there- 
fore, adviB^ klAUTice to go to his 
father, while he would himself in- 
stantly descend to the hall with this 
important intelligenca Count Ho- 
henlo hod, from the instant of the 
murder, ordered the doors to he fas- 
tened, and had pemutted no one to 
enter or to leave the apartment with- 
out his pei’miBsion, The information 
now brought by the servant as to the 
cbaracter of the papers caused great 
relief to the minds of all; for, till that ^ 
moment, suspicion bad even lighted 
upon men who were the firm fnends 
of tho Prince.® 

Saint Aldegonde, who had meantime 
arrived, now proceeded, in company of 
the other gentlemen, to examine the 
papers and other articles taken from 
the assassin. The pistol with which 
he had dons the deed was lying upon ^ 


Hoofd, SIX. 805 lletonm, xl. 194. 

4 Horto Vor.^aL — said the boy, 

**ik ben zoo bevrsest dat hier eenlg andwa 
booswicht zii, die mi] die papieren ameemt." , j 
* Korto Yerbao], Sir, lioteien, Eoofil, uU - 
sap. Stipda, 2, iv. 219. a 
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the floor; a naked poniard, which he 
would pro^bly have used also, had 
his thumb not been blown off by the 
discharge of the pistol, was found in 
bis t niiilr hose. In his pockets were 
an Agnus Dei, a taper of green was, 
two bits of hareskin, two dried toads 
— which were supposed to be sorcerer’s 
charms — a crucifla, a Jesuit catechism, 
a prayer-book, a pocket-book contain- 
ing tvTO Spanish hills of exchange — one 
for two tiiousand, and one for eight 
hundred and seventy-seven crowns — 
and a set of writing tablets.^ These 
last were covered with vows and pious 
invocations, in reference to the mur- 
derous aflhir which the writer hiul in 
hand. He had addressed fervent 
prayers to the Yii'gin Hory, to the 
Angel Gabriel, to the Saviour, and to 
the Scmour’t Son — “ as if," says the 
Antwerp chronicler, with simplicity, 
“the Lord Jesus hod a son"^that 
th^ might all use their intercession 
wimthe Almighty towards the certain 
and safe accomplishment of the con- 
templated deed. Should he come off 
successful and unharmed, he solemnly 
vowed to fast a week on bread and 
water. Furthermore, he promised to 
Christ a “new coat of costly pattern;” 
to the Mother of God, at Guadalupe, a 
new gown; to Our Lady of Montserrat, 
a crown, a gown, and a lamp ; and so 
'on through a long list of si^ar pre- 
senta thus contemplated for various 
ahrinea^ The poor fanatical fool had 
been taught by deeper villams than 
himself that his pistol was to rid the 
world of a tyrant, and to open his own 
pathway to Heaven, if his career should 
be cut short on earth. To prevent so 
undesirable a catastrophe to himself, 
however, his most natural conception 
had been to bribe the whole heavenly 

1 Eorta Verhoa], etc , 689, 690. Btiuda, 8. 
Iv. 219 — Compare Haroel, Turn Beki , ul. 
896. — “Twee nukken huid. zoo hot scheeu 
van ecnon baas ; het geen vclen aonleidiag 
oaf om to zeggen, dat nij podden en tooveiy 
M iich had '' Korto Verti.ial, etc. Bor, 
Hoofd, Uetexen, ubi sup. 

* "Ala of Cbnstus iiocb conen sonne 
sadde."— Metoren, xi. 194 -.iTho following 
utnuita from the aasassiuif memorandum- 
book are worthy of attention. The papers 
hWero pubhahed by authority, immeni itoiy 
■Oe^the deed, “ A1 Angel ^brua me en- 
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host, from the Virgin Mary downwards, 
for he had been taught tlmt absolution 
for murder was to be bought and sold ^ 
liko other merchandise. He had also ~ 
been persuaded that, after accomplisli- 
ing the deed, he umld become invisible.* 
Samt Aldegonde hastened to 
the result of this ezaminaeion before 
the Duke of Anjou, Information was 
likewise instantly conveyed to the 
magistrates at the Town House, and 
these measures were successful in re- 
storing confidence throughout the city 
as to &e intentions of the new govern- 
ment. Anjou immediately convened 
ilia State-Council, issued a summons 
for an early meeting of the states- 
general, and published a proclamation 
that all persons having information to 
give concerning the crime which had 
just been committed, should c^nie 
instantly forward, upon pain of death. 
The body of the assassm was forth- 
with exposed upon the public square, 
and was soon recognised as that of one 
Juan Jaureguy, a servant in the employ 
of Gaspar d’Anastro, a Spanish me^ 
chant of Antwerp, The letteis and 
bills of exchange had also, on nearer 
examination at the Town House, im- 
plicated Anastro in the affair. His 
house was immediately searched, but 
the merchant had taken his departure, 
upon the previous Tuesday, under 
pretext of pressing affairs at Calais. 
His cashier, Yenero, and a Dominican 
friar, named Antony Zimmermann, 
both inmates of his family, were, how- 
ever, arrested upon suspicion On the 
following day the watch stationed at 
the gate carried the foreign post- 
bags, as soon as they arrived, to the 
I magistracy, when letters were'-fbund 
I from Anastro to Yenero, .which made 
the affiiir quite plam.* After they 

I comlendo con todo mi epintu y corapon pain 
quo agora y eiempre me sea ml intercessor a 
nuestro ti^or Jeau Ohnsto y a suhije prwto- 
nisvmo, y a hi Vixgen Sanota Hana y a todos 
loB aanotoB y sanctas do la eorte del cielo de 
guardarmOf^ctc , eta — ^Korte Verhaal. 

a Korte Vorhaid. hicteren Bor,, xul. 
313. ,) 

4 Letter of P.Von Belgersheig, Uarch 19, 
1582; apud Van Wyn op Wagenocr, 7, ut 
112 Letter of Hoi le, beloro cved, 

‘ Korte Vorhasil. Bor, xvii. -113. Hoofik 
x)x 806 Meteron, n. 194. 
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had been thoroughly studied, they 
vrera shewn to Venero, who, seeing 
himself thus completely ruined, asked 
for pen and ink, and wrote a full con- 
fession. 

It appeared that the crime was 
purely a commercial speculation on 
the port ofcAnastro. That merchant, 
being on the verge of bankruptcy, had 
entered with Philip into a mutual 
contract, which the King had signed 
with his hand and sealed with hie seal, 
and according to which Anaatro, within 
a certain period, was to take the life 
of William of Orange, and for so doing 
was to receive eighty thousand ducats, 
and the cross of Santiago.^ To be a 
kni^t companion of Spain’s proudest 
order of chivalry was the guerdon, 
over and above the eighty ^ousand 
piejps of silver, which Spain's monarch 
promised the murderer, if he should 
succeed. As for Anastro himself, he 
was too frugal and too wary to risk 
his own life, or to lose much of the 
premium. With tears streaming down 
his cheeks, he painted to his faithful 
cashier the picture which his master 
would present, when men should point 
at him end say, "Behold yon bank- 
rupt!" protesting, therefore, that he 
would murder Orange and secure the 
reward, or perish in the attempt.^ 
Saying this, he again shed many tears. 
Venero, seeing his master thus discon- 
solate, wept bitterly hkewise, and beg- 
ged him not to risk his own precious 
IBe.* After this pathetic comming- 
ling of their grief, the merchant and 
his book-keeper became more com- 
posed, and it was at lost concerted 
between thenP that John Jaureguy 
shouifF be entrusted with the job. 
Anastro hadsntended — as he said in a 
letter afterwards intercepted — "to 
acdbrnpUsh the deed with his own 
hand; hut, as God had probably re- 

1 Korte Verboal Bor, xviL 313. Hoofd, 
aix. 802. UeteroD, xi. 194b. 

a ^'Uirad aquel bombre que ba beebo 
bancarote,” eta — Oos&asion (g Venero In 
Brof. QeouelL 

s “Todoelo dezia Uorando e yo viendole 
ton deeconsolado Uorava mucbo ’* — Ibid. 

4 Doob bet mag weaen dat Qod 

^niij noob be^ wUlen bewaren om dienrt 
an vrundsobn te mogen doen mijn ge- 
offeotionoerdianiendeiS gelijk Ik die ha£ae 


served him for other things, and pai> 
ticularly to be of service to his veiy 
affectionate friends, he had thought 
best to entrust the execution of the 
design to bis servant.''^ The price 
paid by the master to the man, for 
the work, seems to have been but two 
thousand eight hundred and seven%- 
seven crowns. The cowardly and 
crafty principal escaped. He had gone 
post haste to Dunkirk, pretending that 
the sudden death of his agent in Calaia 
required his immediate presence in 
that city. Governor Sweveaeel, of 
Dunkirk, sent an orderly to get a 
passport fur him from La llotte, com- 
manding at Gravelingen, Anastro 
being on tenter-hooks lest the news 
should arrive that the projected mur- 
der had been consummated before he 
had crossed the border, testified ex- 
travagant joy on the arrival of the 
passport, and gave the messenger who 
brought it thirty pistoles. Such%on- 
duct naturally excited a vague suspi- 
cion in the mind of the governor, but 
the merchant’s character was good, 
and he had brought pressing letters 
from Admiral Trrelong. Sweveaeel 
did not dare to arrest him without 
cause, and he neither knew that any 
crime had been committed, nor that 
the man before him was the oriminaL 
Two hours after the traveller’s de- 
parture, the news arrived of the deed, 
together with orders to arrest Anaatro, 
but it was too late. The merchant 
had found refuge within the lines of 
Parma,' 

Meanwhile, the Prince lay in a moat 
critical condition. Believing that his 
end was fust approaching, he dictated 
letters to the states-general, entreating 
them to continue in their obedience to 
the Duke, than whom he affirmed that 
he knew no better prince for the go- 
vernment of the provinces. These 

op tekert hjsU ," — Letter of Anastro to the 
"very ma^flcent Lord, Murtln Drogue, 
Bea-captam m Flusbiug," dated Marob 2k 
1983, In Bor, xvii 313. It must have been 
dieagreeaUe to the very magniflocnt Drogue 
—and to Admiral Trodong, who lecelvea a 
letter of similsimurport nrom Anestro— to 
find tbemselvessiuscribed on tbe Bst cf 
" bis afiTectionate friends " by this coneum- 
mate viUnm. 

' Bor, x^. 314. Hoofd, xlx. 808, 804^ 
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letteiB were despatched bj Saint Aldc- 
gonde to the assembly, from which 
body a deputation, in obedience to the 
wishes of Orange, was sent to Anjou, 
with expressions of condolence and 
fidelity.^ 

On AVednesday a solemn fast was 
held, according to proclamation, in 
Antwerp, all work and all amusements 
' being prohibited, and speciai prayers 
commanded in all the churches for 
tlie recovery of the Prince. “ Never, 
within men’s memoiy,” says an ac- 
count published at the moment, in 
Antwerp, “ had such crowds been seen 
m the churches, nor so many tears 
been shed.”’ 

The process againat Venero and Zim- 
mermann was rapidly carried through, 
for both had made a full confession of 
their share in the crime. The Pi ince 
had enjoined from his sick bed, how- 
ever, that the case should be con- 
ducMd with strict regard to justice, 
and, when the execution could no 
longer bo deferred, he had sent a 
written request, by the hands of Saint 
Aldegonde, that they should be put to 
death in the least painful manner. 
The request was complied with, hut 
there can be no doubt that the onmi- 
I nals, had it not been made, would have 
expiated their offence by the most 
lingering tortures. Owing to the in- 
tercession of the man who was to have 
boon thoir victim, they were strangled, 
before being quartered, upon a scaffold 
erected in the market-place, opposite 
the Town House This execution took 
place on Wednesday, the 28th of 
March.® 

I The Prince, meanwhile, was thought 
to be mending, and thanksgivmgs 
began to be mingled with the pra yers 
r fforte Ver/iiuil r Thid 

® Bor, xTii 314 — ^Tho following is tho text 
of this most interesting letter . — ’ * Monsieur 
de Sunt Alde^iido . j*iiy entemlu que Ton 
' doibt domain fairo Justice do ilciix prison- 
\ iiiera, cstans compbccs de celuy qui m'a iird 
lo coup Be ma part, jo lour pardonne tres 
volontiers de ce qu'ils mo peuvent avoir 
oifezisd, et s’lla ont pout etre mericS uu 
I cliastoy et rigoureux, jo vous pne vouloir 
touir la mam devera Mess.* du Magistrat 
I nn’ila no les vouillont Surd souffnr grand 
^rmsnt et so contenter, oTlls I'ont merltt 
d uue ceurto mort Votrn bion bon amy d 
^u^ lauo servieo, Guillauiue do Nassau." 
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offered almost every hour in the 
churches; but for eighteen days he 
lay in a most precarious state. His 
wife hardly left his bedside, and his ’’ 
sister, Catherine Countess of Schwartz^ 
burg, was indefatigable in her atten- 
tions. TheDukeof Anjouvisitcdhim 
daUy, and expressed the miost filmi 
anxiety for his recovery, but the hopes, 
which had heen gradually gi owing 
stronger, were on the 5th of Apiil 
exchanged for tho deepest apprelicn- 
Bions. Upon that day the cicatrix by 
; which the flow of blood from the neck 
; had been prevented, almost from the 
first inflicbon of the wound, fell off, 
The veins poured forth a vast quan- 
tity of blood; it seemed imposuhle 
to check the hmmorrhage, and all hope 
appeared to vanish. The Prince resign- 
ed himscU to his fate, and bailejus 
children "good night for ever,” aiv- 
ing calmly, " It is now all over n ith 
me”'* 

It was diflScnlt, without suffocating 
the patient, to f.i^u n bandage tightly 
enough to stanch the wmiiil, Imt 
Leonardo Potalli, of Asti, body phy- 
sician of Anjou, was nevertheless 
fortunate enough to devise a simple 
mechanical expedient, which proved 
successful. By his advice, a succession 
of attendants, relieving each other day 
and night, prevented the flow oi blooil 
by keeping the orifice of the wound 
slightly but firmly compressed with 
tho thumb. After a period of anxious 
expectation, the wound again cln-,ed, 
and by the end of the month the 
Prince was convalescent. On the 2d 
of May he went to offer th.anksgiving 
in the Great Cathedtal, amid tho 
joyful sobs of a vast and most earnest 
tlirong ® o 

J?rcf Recueif dc f'Assassinat conunis 
pcisonno du tree illuBtro Pnnee d'Orongo 
(Anvers. Chr Flanfan 1632) 

s Bor, xvii, 314. Korte Yerliaal Bor, 
xvil. 313 lloord, XIX. 806 Motcrun, xi 
104 Letter of Mary of Orange to Count 
John, Arebivee et Gorresp.. vui $8. 

s Hoofd, mx. 800, eacribes tbo superin- 
tendence of tho cure to Botolli (as etAed m 
tbo text) Bor and Metoron, hov^evor, only 
mention tho nOmo of Joeepb Micheoll, of 
Lucca. Bor docs not ncak at all of the 
Bingnlax expedient employed, to stop the 
effusion of blood ; HooffL 'oeteren, and 
others, allude to It. - 


The Fiince^v&s saved, but unhappily The Princess left six daugliteren-* 
the murderer had yet found an illustii'' liOiii&a Juliana, Sbzabeth, Caiharina 
ous victim. The Princess of Orange, Belgica, Flandi^a, Charlotta Brabau- 
Charlotte de Bourbon~>the devot^ tica, and Emilia Secunda.^ 
wife who for seven years had so faith* Parma received the first intelligence 
fully shared his joys and sorrows — of tho attempt from the mouth of 
lay alieady on her death-bed. Ex* Anastro himself, who assured him that 
hausicd h^ anxiety, long watching, the deed bad been entirely successful, 
and tho nltemationa of hope and fear and claimed the promised reward, 
during the first eighteen days, she AJexander, in consequence, addressed 
had been prostrated by despair at the circular letters to the authorities of 
renewed haemorrhage. A violent fever • Antwerp, Brussels, Bruges, and other 
seized her, under which she sank on | cities, calling upon them, now that 
the 6ih of May, three days after the they had been reheved of their tyrant 
solemn thankhgiving f or her husband's and their bctiayer, to return agam to 
recovery,^ The Prmee, who loved her the path of thtir duty and to the ever 
tenderly, was in great danger of 1 elapse open arms of their lawful monarch^ 
up09 the sad event, which, although These letters w'ere premature. On 
not sudden, had not been anticipated the other hand, the states of Holland 
She was Laid in her grave on the dth and Zealand remained in permanent 
of May, amid the lamentations of the session, awaiting with oxti omo anxiety 
whole countiy,^ for her virtues were the re&iilt of the Pi bice’s wound, 
universally knoivn and cheiiahed. She the death of his Excellency, 

was a woman of rare intelhgence, ac* It God should please to take hiae to 
complishinent, and gentleness of dis- Himself,” said the magistracy of Ley* 
position, whose only offence had been den, " m the death of the Prince wo 
CO break, by her marriage, tho Church ^ foiesee our own death.” It was, 
rows to which sho hod been forced in in truth, an anxious moment, and 
her childhood, but which h^ been the revulsion of feehng consequent 
pronounced illegal by competent au- on his recovery was proportionately 
Hioiity, both ecclesiastical and lay. intense.^ 

Por this, and for the contrast which In consequence of the excitement 
her virtucB afforded to the vices of produced by this event, it was no 
iier jiredecessor, she was the mark of longer possible for the Piince to de* 
c.iluitiiiy and insult These attacks, ciine accepting the countship of Hol- 
however, had cast no shadow upon land and Zealand, which he had refused 
the serenity of her married life, and absolutely two years before, and which 
so long as she lived she was the ti listed he hod agam rejected, except for a 
•companion and consoler of her husband bmited period, in the year 1581.^ It 
"His Highness,” Tvrote Count John in was well understood, as appears by 
I.08O, "is in excellent health, and, in the treaty with Anjou, and afteiwaids 
spite of advefSity, incredible Labour, formally arranged, "that the Duke 
perpiftity, and (Angers, is in such was never to claim sovereignty over 
good spiritBihat it makes me happy Holland and Zealand/*® and the offer 
to witness li Ho doubt a chief reason of the sovereign countship of Holland 
IS consolation he derives from the was again made to the Pihice of Orange 
pious and highly*intelligent wife whom in most urgent terms. It will be 
the Lord has given him — a woman recollected that he had accepted the 
who ever conforms to his wishes, and sovereignty on the 6th of July 1681, 
is inexpressibly dear to him.” * only for the term of the war. In a 


1 HoofiteATctercn, Bor, utn sup. 
s *' With n stately proccasfbn of two thou- 
sand mourning mantles,” aaj ■ Uoold, xix, 
80T . 

> .ApdogieK’OraiiffO. ^rchive^ etc., vil. 
333. I • 


* Bor, zvu. 816 Ifoteron, zL 105. 

B Bor (xvii ^4, SIS) gives the lettaA 
Metcren, xi 19^ 

* Bor, zvii 816. Elui^ i. 203. 

’ Jbid,, 1 262; 201, sqq. 

* Ibid., 246, 247. Bor, xv. 182, 188.^ 
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letter, dated BrugeSj 14t1i of Aiigust 
1582| he accepted the dignity without 
limitation.^ This offer and acceptance, 

, however, constituted bub the prelimi- 
naries, for it was further necessary 
that the letters of ** Renversal*' should 
be drawn up, that they should be for- 
mally delivered, and that a new con- 
stitution tiiould be laid down, and 
confirmed by mutual oaths. After 
these steps had been taken, the cere- 
monious inauguration or rendering of 
homage was to be celebrated. 

All these measures were duly ar- 
ranged, except the last. The installa- 
tion of the new Count of Holland was 
prevented by his death, and the north- 
ern provinces remained a Republic, 
not only in fact but in name.^ 

In political matters, the basis of the 
new constitution was the " Great Privi- 
lege** of the Lady 31ary, the Magna 

^ Bor, XT. 183, 184, 185 —Compare Rlmt, 
L 214. The deeds of offer and of accept- 
ance were dated July 5th, 1681. The oaths 
were ezebanged between the estates and 
the Prince, July 24th, two days beforo the 
act of alquration. The letter of August 14i^, 
1683 , 18 given m Bor, zr 186, 187 

3 As measures therefore ware, after 
all, mohoate^ a brief indication of these 
dates and oojects will suffice to shew the 
relative position of the Fruico and the people 
of Holland and Zealand The act of accept 
once by William the Silent of the proffeiod 
Bovereigntv, was dated August 12, 1562 — 
(Bor, XT. 186, 187 ) The letters patent, or 
the Benversu, as they were technically 
colled, were drawn up and signed and seal^ 
by the three eldest nobles.'*— (Bor, xv. 
1^. Klttit, 1. 811, SIS ] They were then 
sent to all the cities, and received their 
tnenty-five separate seals at different dates 
^^Kluit, 1 31!h 812, and Bijlagen, 451-463 ) 
The onginal was afterwards delivered to the 
Prlnoe, and still exists, with its twon^- 
eight se^, among the Archives of the now 
royal family of Orange Nassau.— (Kluit, i. 
810 ) On the 6t1i of Hay 1583, the States 
of Holland addressed a remarkable circular 
(Bor, XV 187-il&0X wlio states that it nas 
addnessed only to the States of Ut^ht, 
while Sluit (i. 322) shews that it was a ge- 
neral eiTcular to the States of Utrseb^ 
Fneslond, Overyssol, Brabant, Flanders, 
Gelderland, and to the States-general also, 
giving an historical sketch of the life ono 
semces of William the Silent, together with 
the weighty reason which had induced them 
to urge the ancient Countship of Holland 
upon hia acceptance. Tb^* st^ they de- 
eutred themselves to have Uken “ after fre- 
qumt communication with our cities, and 
each of them; after npe deliberation and 
UP^uunl; after having ueatd tlis «A,vigo of 

j 


Charta of the oountry. That memo* 
rable monument in the history of the 
Netherlands and of municipal progress 
had been overthrown by Mary’s son, 
with the forced acquiescence of the 
states, and it was therefore stipulated 
by the new article, that even such hu s 
and privileges as had fallen jpto disuse 
should be revived. It was f urthei more 
provided that the little state should 
be a free Countship, and should thus 
silently se^er its connexion with the 
Empire.® 

With regard to the position of the 
Prince, as hereditary chief of the little 
commonwealth, his actual power u as 
rather diminished than mcreased by 
his new dignity. What was his posi- 
tion at the moment? He was sove- 
reign during ike war, on the general 
basis of the authority origmodly ^be- 
stowed upon him by the King’s com- 

the colleges and communities of the cities, 
as well as that of the migistncies and 
senates, and of all other persona whom it 
behoved to consult, and whose counsel m 
matters of consequence is usually asked i 
(Bee the Commentary of Kluit, i 323-826 ) 
They moreover expressed the hope that 
the measure would meet with the appiosal of 
all the'* Bister provinces and with the e«pc- 
oial co-operation of thoso estates v. ith wuich 
they weie accustomed to act On the 15th 
of November 1583, the Deputies of Zealand 
and Utrecht, thus especially alluded to foi- 
mully declared their intention to remain in 
their ancient ftiendship and union with 
Holland, "under one soveieignty and go- 
vernment."— ^uit, i. 329, 330 ) An act to 
this effect was drawn up, to bo refcircd for 
ratification to their pnncipals at the iievt 
assembly. — >lt had, however, not been ratified 
when the proceedings weie foi ever tcr- 
nunated by the Ftinee’s death — (Kluit, 830, 
351, 353, 853 Dor, xv 186 ) Holland ac 
cepted thia formality as sufficient, and the 
act of Renvorsal was occCrdingly delivered 
on the Tth of December 15SJ — (lOit, i. 
330) On the 30th of the aamo month, foity- 
nine articles (they are given sn full hy Dor, 
XV, JPl-'lPi), cOTitaimng aa senKhle a plan 
for a free Commonwealth as had over bden 
drawn up previously to that day m Chns- 
tendom, wore agreed upon by the Prince and 
the estates, as the fundamental conditions 
under which he should be hivestcd with 
the Countship The Fnnce, however, ac- 
cepted the dignity and the articles, only 
upon the ftjHhor condition that th^whols 
pioceeding should be once more approved 
and confirmed ky the senates of the cities — 
(Kluit, 1 885. — Compare Bor, iu xv lOi** ) 

> Kliiit, 1 346, 847. Bee Introduction to 
this wovliu Article 6. Eliutij i. 837, note 
03. „ ^ 



Ji'eaturea of the 

mission of stodliolder. In 1581, his 
Majesty bad been abjured and tbe etod- 
bclder bad become sovereign. He beld 
' in bis bands tbe supreme power, ItgU- 
lativeJudiBial, executive. 'Tbe Counts of 
Holland — and Fbibp as tbeir successor 
— ^were tbe great fountains of that 
triple stream. Concessions and excep- 
tions bad become so extensive, no 
doubt, that tbe provincial charters 
constituted a vast body of "liberties" 
by wbiob the whole country was rea- 
sonably well suppbed. At the same 
time, w tbe power not expieaaly grant, 
cd away remamed in tbe breast of the 
CounM If ambition, then, had been 
AVilliam’s ruling principle, he had ex- 
changed substance fur shadow, for the 
new state now constituted was a free 
commonwealth — a repubbc in all but 
nam^ 

By the new constitution be ceased 
to be the source of governmental life, 
or to derive his own authority from 
above by right divine. The sacred oil 
which had flowed &om Charles the 
Simple's beard was dried up, Orange's 
sovereignty was from the estates, as 
legpl representatives of the people, and, 
instead of exercising all the powers not 
otherwise granted away, he was con- 
tent with those especii^y conferred 
upon him. He could neither declare 
war nor conclude peace without the co- 
operation of the representative body. 
The appointing power was scrupulously 
limits Judges, magistrates, gover- 
nors, sberiflTs, provinciid and municipal 
> officers, were to be nominated by &e 
local authorities or by tlie estates, on 
the triple principle. EVom these triple 
nominations be I&d only tbe right of 
selectio#by advice and consent of bis 
council. He isas expressly enjoined 
to see that the law was carried to every 
manti door, without any distinction of 
persons, to submithimselJE toitsbebesie, 
to watiffi against all impediments to 
the even flow at justice, to prevent 
false imprisonments, and to secure 
tnals for every aecused persofl by the 
local trftuj^ala. This was certainly 
little in accordance with the arbitrary 
pmotice of the post quarterof a century. 


WL^tetietion, * 86a 

With respect to the great principle 
of taxation, stricter bonds even were 
provided than those which already ex- 
isted. Hot only the right of taxation 
remained with the states, but the 
Count was to see that, except for war 
purposes, every impost was levied by 
a unanimous vote. He was expressly 
forbidden to tamper with the currency. 
As executive head, save in bis capacity 
as Commander-in-chief by laud or sea, 
the new sovereign was, in short, strict- 
ly limited by self-imposed laws. It 
had rested with him to dictate or to 
accept a constitution. He bad in bis 
memorable letter of August 1682, from 
Bruges, laid down genei^y the ancles 
prepared at Plessis and Bordeaux, for 
Anjou — together with all appboabla 
provisions of the Joyous Entry of Bra. 
bant — os the outbnes of tbe constitm 
tion for the little commonwealth then 
forming m the north. To these pfo- 
visions be was willing to add any others 
which, after ripe deliberation, might 
be thought beneficial to tbe country- 

Thus limited were his executive 
functions As to his judicial authority 
it had. ceased to exist. The Count of 
Holland was now tbe guardian of tiio 
Jaws, but tbe judges were to administo 
them. He beld tbe sword of justice 
' to protect and to execute, wbfle the 
scales were left in tbe hands which 
! bod learned to weigh and to mea- 
sure. 

j As to the Count's legislative autho- 
' rity, it bad become co-ordinate with, 
if not subordinate to, that of tbe repre- 
sentative body. He was strictly pro- 
hibited from interfering with the right 
of the separate or the general states to 
assemble as often as they should think 
proper; and be was also forbidden to 
summon them outside their own terri- 
tory.* This was one immense step in 
the progress of representative liberty, 
and the next was equally important. 
It was now formally stipulated that 
tbe estates were to dieliberate upon all 
measures which "concerned justice 
and polity," and that no change was to 
be made — ^that % to say, no new law 
was to pass — without their consent as 


t Klli^ i, ll-19and 3M, sqq. 
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wdl as that of the council^ Thus, 
the pnnoiple was eetabhahed of two 
legislatire chambers, with the nght, 
but not the exclusive right, of initia 
tion on the part of government, and m 
the sixteenth cencui y one would hardly 
look for broader views of civil hberty 
and representative government The 
foundation of a free commonwealth 
was thus securdy laid, which, had 


William hved, would have been a 
representative monarchy, but which 
his death converted mto a fcdeial,^ 
repubho It was necessaiy foi the ^ 
sake of unity to give a connected out- 
Ime of these proceedings with re^ai 1 
to the soveieignty of Oiange Ihe 
formal mauguration onl^ remained 
and this, as will bo seen, was foi e\ci 
inteiruxited. 


CHATTER VI 


Parma recaha the feroigu tioops — Siege of Oudenarde — Coehio^ of Alevandci — Cap! iie o 
the city and of Kmove-^Inauguretion of anjou at Ghent — ^Attempt lit cn 1 ib fo -i 
that of Oinut,c — Lamonil fanout a implication in the plot — Painiae nnsncco bi Ibtt 
upoii Ghont-^LLrot plana of Anjou — ^Dunkirk Obtond and other towue biijiibLd ly 
his uthcrciiib — Fiduio at Bru£,La — Snspiciona at Antuoip — ^Duihcity ot Vijoi— Iho 
** ricnch Fuiy — Details of that transaction — ^Discomfituio and a sgrace of tl e D il o— 
nis subsequent efficnteiy — ^Ifislctteis totho magiairocy if lutiioi-j t tloLbttu nl 
to Orange — ^Exteiibivo corrcbpoudeuco between Aiuouon 1 the Fiuit i Conn with O i 
and thoXatates — DJlicult position of the Piinco — Ilia policy — Ucm nl ib c letter to ih 
l»Atea general— Fiovisuual arrangement with Apjon — Mamai,e of the Viclbsloi I 
Cologne — MaiTijgo of Oiuuge with Louiando Cobgiiy— Moveme ts m U 11 i 1 Bi ba t. 
Flan lore and other pioimees to induce the Fiince to occejt soveic gi ty ovii tie 
whole couutij— Uia steady rUiml— Itcosou oft an dcii B , m Gueldies— Inti is ol 

Pimcc Cliim ly and Imbiza m riondcis— Counter efforts of Or mgo and the p itiict j it) 
— iato of Imbuih-Kecouciliatioi. of Bi „cs— Ds tth of At jou 


DuBina the couise of the year 1682 , 
the mihtdiy opeiatiuns on both sides 
bad been languid and uesultoiy, the 
Pimce of Tuiuia, not having a huge 
force at his command, oemg compaia- 
lively inactive In consequence, how 
ever, of the tieaty concluded between 
the muted states and Anjou Paima 
had persuaded the Walloon iiroamces 
that it had now become absolutely 
necessary foi them to peimit the 
entrance of fiesh Italian and Spamsh 
troops^ Ihis, then, was the end of 
the famous jiroMsion against foreign 
soldiery mthe Walloon treaty of recun 
dilation The Abbot of Saint Yoast 
was immediately despatched on a 
speual mission to Spam, and the 
toops, by midsummer, bad alieady 
begun to pour mto the Hetherlands * 
In the meantime, Pomese, while 
awaiting these reinforcements, had not 
been idle, but had been quietly pickmg 

1 Axciole 20 — Compaq Kluilb L 818 
* Bor, xvu. 820, 821 

a Ibid., xvii 820 321 —Compare Becono 
PtoT aVoB., t v,MS 
IBor. TU. 822 Rlruli 9 iv 91S - ->1 


up several important oitie I Ij i 
the spimg he had laid s l.,c tu Ui dc 
nardc, a place of considci lUi i n ui 
toDCo upon the Schcld, and cilci i itcd 
as the bu-thplace of lue giandmutli 
Margaret van Qeest'‘ Ihe bui^,! i-i 
were obbtmate, the defence wa iio 
tracted, the sorties were hold tuo 
skirmishes frequent and Eau„u niii 
Alexander commanded jcisunUl) m 
the trenches, encouragmg his men 
by his example, and oitcu w oiling 
with the mattock, oi hiudling a 4 ar 
in the aboaiilt, like a*] i\ ate j loiica 1 1 
soldier Towaids the cud of Ctc tie^e, 
he scarcely ever Icit tne tceuc of oj c 
ration, and ho took hie nio ils nc i- the 
outer defences, that he uiigho lose 11a 
opportumty of superintcndiii;, the la 
hours of his troops One day his dm 
ner was laid foi hunself and ctaQ in 
the opm air, close to the cnticnch 
ment • * He was himself 01 ja^cd in 

Betoren, ar 105 The city is ui Ilai Ic s 
on the beheld, m the country of tl c ai lont 
Bervil, from whndi valiant tribe accoid 
to Ueteren, itdenved its nyme Guild naid 
Oude Naorden, old Bervu Vxi 19 ** 

an ..lie.. Cl lb i 
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planting a liaUeiy against a wealc point 
in the city wall, and would on no oo- 
count withdraw for an instant. The 
tablecloth was stretched over a number 
of di'um-heads, placed close together, 
and several nobles of distinction — 
Aremberg, Montigny, Bichebouig, La 
Motte, mft others, were his guests at 
dinner. Hardly had the repast com- 
menced, when a ball came flymg over 
the table, taking off the head of a 
young Walloon officer who was sitting 
near Farma, and who was earnestly 
requesting a foremost place in the 
monow’s assault. A portion of his 
skull struck out the eye of another 
gentleman present. A second ball 
froiff the town fortifications, equally 
well directed, dcslioycd two more of 
the guests os they sat at the banquet 
— oae a German captain, the other the 
Judge-Advocate-Gcneral. The blood 
and brains of these unfortunate indi- 
riduals were shewn over the festive 
board, and the others all started to 
their feet, having little appetite left 
fur their dinner. Alexander alone re- 
mained in his seat, manifesting no 
discomposuio. Quietly ordermg the 
atteudimts to remove the dead bodies, 
and to bring a dean tablecloth,* he 
insisted that his guests should resume 
their places at the banquet which had 
been inteiiupted in such ghastly fa 
shion. He stated with very detei mined 
aspect that he could not allow the 
heretic bui'ghers of Oudenarde the 
triumph of fiightening him from his 
dinner, or from the post of danger. 
The oilier gentlemen could, of course, 
do no less than imitate the impassi- 
bility st their chief, and the repast was 
accordingly concluded w ithout fui'ther 
inten-uption. ^ot long aftei-wards, the 
clty^ dose pressed by so determmed 
a commander, accepted terms, which 
were more favourable by reason of the 
respect which Alexander chose to ren- 
der to his mother’s birthplace. The 
pillage was commuted for thirty thou- 
sand csDwns, and on the 6th of July 
the place ^ras surrendered to Parma 

1 sdus Alexander nee scdcni nec 

jrultum mutavit — jubet aufem lUiua 
^umazique cadvrera, aua mduci in mmsam 
Uatta, afioi ({(ijf<,'’-^tnida, 2, v. 298. 


ohnost under the veiy eyes of Anjou, 
who was making a demonstration of 
relieving the siege.* 

Kinove, a citadel then belonging to 
the Egmont family, was next reduced. 
Here, too, the defence was more obsti- 
nate than could have been expected 
from the impuitance of the place, and 
as the autumn advanced, Paima’s 
tioops wcio ncaily starved in their 
tienches, from the insufficient supphes 
furnished them. They had eaten no 
meat but horseflesh for weeks, and 
even that was gone. The cavalry 
hoises were all consumed, and even 
the chaigers of the officci-s were not 
respected. An aid-de-camp of Pai-ma 
listened his steed one day at the door 
of the Frmce’s tent, while he entered 
to recelvehiB commander’s instructions. 
When he came out again, a few minutes 
aftenvards, he found nothmg but the 
saddle and bridle hanging wher* he 
had fastened the horse. Bemonstrance 
was useless, for the animal had already 
been cut mto quarters, and the only 
satisfaction offered to the aid-de-camp 
was in the shape of a steak. The famine 
was long fcimiliarly known ns the “Hi- 
novB starvation,” but notwithstanding 
this obstacle, the place was eventually 
Burrendered." 

An attempt upon Lochum, an im- 
poitaut city in Qclderland, was unsuc- 
cessful, the place being relieved by the 
Duke of Anjou’s forces, and Fanua’s 
troops forced to abandon the siege. 
At Steenwyk, the royal arms weie 
more successful. Colonel Tassis, con- 
ducted hy a treacherous Frisian pea- 
sant, havmg surpiised the city wMch 
had so long and so manfully sustamed 
itself against Benneberg during the 
preceding winter. With this event 
the active operations under Farma 
closed for the year. By the end of 
the autumn, however, he had the satis- 
hictiou of numbering, under his com- 
mand, full sixty thousand well-appoint- 
ed and disciplined tioops, including 
the large rciifforcements recently de- 
spatehed fromiSpain and Italy.* The 

* Btmdi), 2, vrS23a-231 — Compare Boi^ 
xvii, 322. Hoofd. XIX. 812, 

s Btrada, 2, v 242. 

4 36,650 infantry and 3637 cavalry— tc*)^ 
00,087.— UUeren, x-, 108>. 
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monthly expense of this army— half 
of which was required for garrison 
duty, leaving only the other moiety 
for field Dperatlons — ^woa estimated at 
six hundred and fifty thousand fiorins.* 
The forces under Anjou and the united 
provinces were also largely increased, 
so that the marrow of the land was 
again in fair way of being thoroughly 
^hausted hy its defenders and its foes.’ 

The incidents of Anjou’s adminis- 
tration, meantime, during the year 
1682 , had been few and of no great 
importance. After the pompous and 
elaborate "homage-making” at Ant- 
werp, he had, in the month of July, 
been formally accepted, by writing, as 
Duke of Gkielders and Lord of Fries- 
land. In the same month he had been ! 
ceremoniously inaugurated at Bruges 
as Count of Fkuideis — on occasion upon 
which the Prince of Orange had been 
pr^Epnt. In that ancient and stately 
city there had been, accordingly, much 
marching about under triumphal 
arches, much cannonading and ha- 
ranguing, much symbol work of suns 
dispelling fogs, with other cheerful 
emblems, much decoration of ducal 
shoulders with velvet robes lined with 
weasel skin, much blazing of tar- 
barrels and torches.* In the midst of 
this event, an attempt was made upon 
the hves both of Orange and Anjou. 
An Italian, named Basa, and a Span- 
iard, called Salseda, were detected in 
a scheme to administer poison to both 
princes, and when arrested, confessed 
that they had been hired by tbe Fnnco 
of Parma to compass this double as- 
sassination. Basa destroyed himself 
in prison. Hia body was, however, 
gibbeted, with an inscription that he 

a 054,350 guldens. — ^tlctcren. 

a Heteren, xi. 197. loans, tI. 433. Btrado, 
2, V. 244, 245. 

* Bor, xvu. 328, 329, 332 Ucteren, xi. 
100, A rising sun, with the motto, " fovet 
et diacutlt,” was the favourite device of 
imjou. 

* Bor, rvil. 331 Hoofd, xiv. 814, 815 
Meteron, xi, 100 Egmont protended to he 
studying alchemy with B.dscda, 

* Meteren, Hoofd, ubiAup. See a letter 
of Orsnge to Josse Borluut, October 11, 
1580, reqnostmg him to furnish young Iia- 
mornl with neoiifiil funds, adding. **lo prin- 

. ci^al pomt pour so Cairo valoir au chemiu de 


had attempted, at the instigation of 
Parma, to take the lives of Orange and 
Anjou. Salsedib fortunate, was 
sent to Paris, where he was found ^ 
guilty, and executed by being tom to 
pieces by four horses. Sad to relate, 
Lamoral Egmont, younger son and 
namesake of the great general, was 
intimate with Salseda, and implicated 
in this base design.* His mother, on 
her death-bed, had especially reccni- 
mended the youth to the kindly care 
of Orange.* The Prince had ever 
recognis^ the claim, manifesting uni- 
form tenderness for the son of his ill- 
starred friend ; and now the youthful 
Lamoral — aa if the name of Egmunt 
had not been sufficiently contamiioited 
by the elder brothei's treason at 
Biussels — had become the comiade of 
hired conspirators against his ^sr- 
dian’s life. The affair was bushed up, 
but the story was current aucl generally 
believed that Egmont had himaeif 
undertaken to destroy the Prince at 
hiB own table by means of poison 
which he kept concealed in a ring. 
Saint AJdegonde was to have been 
token off m the same way, and a 
hollow ring filled with poison was said 
to have been found in Egmont’s lodg- 
ings" 

The young noble was imprisoned; 
his guilt was far from doubtful ; but 
the powerful intercessions of Orange 
himself, combined with Egmont's near 
relationship to the French Queen, 
saved his life, and he was peimitted, 
after a brief captivity, to take lus i 
departure for France.^ 

The Duke of Anjou, a month later, 
was received with equal pomp, in the 
city of Ghent. Here the cerdmonies 

la vertu pour auquel continuer an bicn on 
mieulx, ay donnfe ordre qu'll eoit guijiddo 

S iXBonnes t ce hien propres et quahhes 
eciunonts InfditR, par Kervyn do Yulkacra- 
heko ct J, JliQgorick, il. 158 
• "Wreede Turkshe wonderlijeko ver- 
haalmge van dit leeto verraet. teghon Ducks 
Daiigu felc) an tegen den odolen 1? v Or,in- 
gion,” etc % etc — ^Leyden, 1582. Tina curioua 
liompbot, an the Duncan cDllootion.rconatsta 
of a letter figim Bruges of 25th July, and 
another from Antwerp, of 27th J iily 1532 
r LoiiisedeVaudemont,wifeofHonrylII , 
was daughter of the great Count Egmont » 
Bislor. She was, conseqnostly, first cousin 
to young LamoniL'' ^ t 
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were interrupted in another manner. 
The Prince of Parma, at the head of a 
few regiments of WaiLoons, making on 
attack on a body of troops by which 
Anjou had been escorted into Flanders, 
the troops retreated in good order, and 
without much loss, under the walls of 
Qhent, where a long and sharp action 
took place, much to the disadvantage 
of Parma. The Prince of Orange .and 
the Buke of Anjou were on the city 
walls during the whole skirmish, giving 
orders and siiperiiitending the move- 
ments of their troops, and at nightfall 
Parma was forced to retiie, leaving a 
large number of dead behind him.' 

The 15th day of December, in this 
yeas was celebrated — according to the 
new ordimmee of Gregory the Thir- 
teenth — as Christmas.* It was the 
occasion of more than usual merry- 
maung among the Catholics of Ant- 
werp, who had procured, during the 
preceding summer, a renewed right of 
public worship from Anjou and the 
estates. Many nobles of high rank 
came from France, to pay their homage 
to the now Duke of Brabant. They 
secretly expressed their disgust, how- 
ever, at the dose constitutional bonds 
in which they found their own future 
sovereign imprisoned by the provinces. 
They thought it far beneath the digmty 
of the “ Son of Franco " to play the 
secondary part of titular Duke of Bra- 
bant, Count of Flanders, Lord of Fries- 
land, and the like, while the whole 
power of govei-nment was lodged with 
the states. They whispered that it 
was time to take measures for the 
incorporation of the Hetheilands into 
France, and tlAy persuaded the false 
■nd 4bkle Anjou that there would 
never be any hope of his royal bro- 
ther’s assistance, except upon the 
unflersianding that the blood and 
treasure of Frenchmen were to be 
spent to increase the power, not of 
upstart and independent provinces, 
but of the French crown.’ 

Th^ struck the basest 'chords of 

’ Bor, xvu 334. Stnida,'2, v. 240, 241. 
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the Duke’s base nature by awakem'ng 
his jealousy of Orange. His whole 
soul vibrated to the appeid. He 
already hated the man by whose 
superior intellect he was overawed, 
and by whose pure character he was 
shamed. He stoutly but secretly 
swore that he would assert his own 
rights, and that he would no longer 
serve as a shadow, a statue, a zero, 
a Matthias.’ It is needless to odd, 
that neither in his own judgment nor 
in that of his migrums, were the con- 
stitutional articles which he had re- 
cently sworn to support, or the solemn 
treaty which he had signed and sealed 
at Bordeaux, to furnish any obstacles 
to his seizure of unlimited power, 
whenever the design could be cleverly 
accomplished. He rested not, day or 
night, in the elaboration of his plan. 

Early in January 1583, he sent one 
night for several of his mtimate asso- 
ciates, to consult with him aftsf he 
had retired to bed. He complained 
of the insolence of the states, of the 
importunity of the council which they 
had forced upon him, of the insuffi- 
cient sums which they furnished 
both for him and bis troops, of the 
daily insults offered to the Catholic 
religion. He protested that he should 
consider himself disgraced in the eyes 
of all Christendom, should he longer 
consent to occupy his present ignoble 
position. But two ways were open to 
him, he observed; either to retire al- 
together from the Netherlands, or to 
maintain his authority with the strong 
hand, as became a prmce. The first 
course would cover him with disgrace. 
It was therefore necessary for him to 
adopt the other. He then unfolded 
his plan to his confidential friends. La 
Fougftre, De Fozy, Valette, the sons 
of Mardchal Biron, and othei-s. Upon 
the same day, if possible, he was deter- 
mined to take possession, with his own 
troops, of the principal cities in Flan- 
ders. Dunkirk, Dixmuyde, Denre- 
monde, Bruges, Ghent, Yilvoorde, 
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j^oaid and some troopers, numbering 
m all three hundred mounted men, 
rode out of the paloce-jrard towards tho 
Kipdorp gate.^ 

This portal opened on the road to-' 
wards Borgerhout, where his troops 
were stationed, and at the present day 
bears the name of that village. It is 
on the side of the city forest re- 
moved from and exactly opposite the 
liver. The town was very quiet, the 
streets almost deserted , for it was one 
o’clock, the universal dinner-hour, and 
aU suspicion had been disarmed by the 
energetic protestations of the Duke. 
The guard at the gate looked listlessly | 
upon the cavalcade as it approached, 
but as soon as Anjou had crossed the 
first drawbridge, he rose in his stirrups 
and waved his hand. " There is your 
city, my lads,” said he to the troopers 
behind him: “go and take possession 
of iti"* 

AS) the same time he set spurs to 
Ills horse, and galloped off towards the 
comp at Borgerhout, Instantly after- 
wards, a gentleman of his suite, Count 
Bochepot,' affected to have broken bis 
leg through the plunging of his horse, 
a circum^ance by which he had been 
violently pressed agamst the wall os 
he entered the gate. Kaiser, the com- 
manding ofiiccr at the guard-house, 
stepped kindly forward to render him 
assistance, and his renard was a des- 
perate thrust from the Frenchman's 
rapier. As he wore a steel cuirass, 
he foitunately escaped with a slight 
wound.* 

The expression, "broken leg,” was 
ihe watch-word, for at one and the 
same instant, the troopers and guards- 
men of Anjou set upon tho burgher 
watch at the gate, and butchered every 
man. A sufficient force was left to 
protect the entrance thus easily mas- 
tered, while the rest of tho French- 
men entered the town at full gallop. 
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ahi-ieking " VilU gaignie, vide gatgnie/ 
vice la memet mve U Duxs d’Anyeu/” 
They were followed by their comrades 
from the comp outside, who now poured 
into the town at the preconcerted sig- 
nal, at least six hundred cavalry and 
three thousand musketeers, all per- 
fectly appointed, entering ilntwerp at 
once, ^om the Kipdorp gate two 
main arteries — the streets c.allcd the 
Kipdorp and the Meer — led quite 
through the heart of tho city, towards 
the town-house and the river beyond. 
Along these great thoroughf.ares the 
French soldiers advanced at a rapid 
pace; the cavalry clattering furiously 
m the van, shouting " FiWe gavjnCe, 
ville gaignSe/ vice la messe, vht la 
me/se/ tue, toe, 

Tho burghers coming to door and 
window to look for the cause o^all 
this disturbance, were saluted with 
volleys of musketiy. They were for 
a moment astonished, but not appalled, 
for at first they believed it to be 
merely an accidental tumult. Observ- 
ing, however, that the soldiers, meet- 
ing with but bttle effective resistance, 
were dispersing into dwellings and 
warehouses, particularly into the shops 
1 of the goldsmitlis and lapidaries, the 
I citizens remembered the dark suspi- 
cious which had been so life, and many 
recalled to mind that distingui'-hed 
Fiench officers had during the lii->t 
few d,ay8 been carefully examining the 
treasures of the jewellers, under pie- 
text of purchasing, but, as it now 
appeared, with intent to rob intelli- 
gently “ 

The burghers, taking this rapid view 
of their position, flew innfcmtly to 
arms. Chains and barrioadeB*tTore 
stretched across the streCos; the trum- 
pets sounded through the city; i^e 
municipal guards swarmed to the 
rescue. An effective rally was made, 
as usual, at the Bourse, whuther a large 
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detachment of the invaders hod forced 
their way. Inhabitants of ail classes 
and con^iaons, noble and aimple^ 
Catholic and Protestant, gave each 
other the hand, and swore to die at 
each other’s side in defence of the city 
against the treacherous strangers. The 
gathering was rapid and enthusiastic. 
Gentlemen came with lance and 
cuirass, burghers with musket and 
bandoleer, artisans with are, mallet, 
and other implements of tlioir trade. 
A bold baker, standing by his oven — 
stark naked, according te the custom 
of bakers at that day — crushed to the 
street as the sound of the tumult 
reached his ear. With his heavy bread 
shovel, which he still held in his hand, 
he deidt a French cavalry officer, just 
riding and screaming by, such a hearty 
blojr that he fell dead from his horse. 
The baker seised the officer's sword, 
sprang all unaltired as he was, upon 
hia ^ed, and careered furiously 
through Ilia streets, encoura^ng his 
countrymen everywhere to the attack, 
and dealing dismay through the ranks 
of the enemy. Hia services m that 
eventful hour were so signal that he 
was publicly thanked afterwards by 
the magistrates for his services, and 
rewarded with a pension of three 
hundred florins for lifo.^ 

The invadeie had been forced from 
the Bourse, while another portion of 
them hod penetrated as far as the 
Market-place. The resistance which 
they encountered became every instant 
more formidable, and Fervacques, a 
leading French officer, who was cap- 
tured on the occasion, acknowledged 
that no regufhr troops could have 
fbugBt more bravely than did these 
stalwart bnvgbeis.* Women and chil- 
dren mounted to roof and window, 
whence they huiled, not only tiles and 
chimney pots, but tables, ponderous 
choirs, and other bulky articles, upon 
tlie heads of the assailants, ‘‘ while such 
citizens as had used all their bullets, 
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loaded theii' pieces with the ^ver 
buttons from their doublets, or twisted 
gold and silver coins with their teeth 
into ammunition. With a populaiaon 
so resolute, the four thousand invaders, 
however audacious, soon found them- 
selves swallowed up. The city had 
closed over them like water, and within 
an hour nearly a third of their whole 
number had been slain. Very few of 
the burghers had perished, and fresh 
numbers were constantly advancing to 
the attack. The Frenchmen, blinded, 
staggering, beaten, attempted to re- 
treat Many threw themselves from 
the fortifications into the moat. The 
rest of the survivors struggled through 
the streets — falling in laige numbeiu 
at every step — towards the point at 
which they had so lately ent^d the 
city. Here at the Eipdorp gate was a 
ghastly Cpoctacle, the slain being piled 
up m the nairow passage full tm feet 
high, while some of i,he heap^not 
quite dead, were striving to extricate 
a hand or foot, and others feebly 
thrust forth their heads to gain a 
mouthful of air.* 

From the outside, some of Anjou’s 
officers were altemptmg to climb over 
this moss of bodies in order to enter 
the city; from the interior, the baffled 
and fugitive remnant of their comrades 
were attempting to force their passage 
through the same horrible barrier; 
while many dropped at every instant 
upon the heap of shun, under the blows 
of the unrelenting burghers.* On the 
other hand. Count Boebepot himself, 
to whom ^e prmcipal command of 
the enterprise had been entrusted by 
Anjou, stood directly in the path 
of his fugitive soldiers, not only bitterly 
upbraiding them with their cowardice, 
but actually alaymg ten or twelve of 
them with his own hands,* as the most 
effectual mode of preventing their 
retreat. Hardly an hour bad elapsed 
from the time when the Duke of Anjou 
first rode out of the Kipdorp gate, 
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before nearly ibe whole of the force 
which he had sent to accomplieh hie 
" hose deeign waa either dead or captive. 
Two htuidred and fifty nobles of Ugh 
tank and iUustiious name were killed; 
recognised at once as they lay in the 
streets by their magnificent costnme, 
A larger number of the gaUant cMvalry 
of Franca hod beensacrificed — as Anjou 
confessed — in this treacherous and 
most shameful enterprise, than had 
often fallen upon noble and honour- 
able fidds. Nearly two thousand of 
the rank and file bad perished, and 
the rest wero prisoners. It was at first 
asserted that exactly fifteen hundred 
and eighty-three Frenchmen had fallen, 
but thk wiis only because this number 
happened to he the date of the year, to 
which the lovers of marvellous coinci- 
dences struggled very hard to make 
the returns of the dead correspond, 
lisss th.an one hundred burghers lost 
thei»lives.t 

Anjou, as he looked on at a distance, 
waa bitterly reproached for his treason 
by several of the high-minded gentlemen 
about his person, to whom he had not 
dared to confide his plot. The Duke 
of Kontpensier protested vehemently 
that he washed his hands of the whole 
transaction, whatever might be the 
issue.* He was responsible for the 
honour of an illustrious house, which 
should never be stained, he said, if he 
could prevent it, with ouch foul deeds. 
The same language was held by Laval, 
by Hochefouoauld, and by the Mai <Schal 
do Biron, the last gentleman, whose 
two eons were engaged in the vile en- 
terprise, bitterly cursing the Duke to 
his face, as he rode through the gate 
after revealing his secret undertaking.* 

Meanwhile, Anjou, in addition to 
the punishment of hearing these re- 
proaches from men of honour, was the 
victim of a rapid and violent fluctua- 
tion of feeling. Hope, fear, tnumph, 
dopbt, remorse, alternately swayed him. 
As he saw the fugitives leaping from 
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the walls, he shouted exultingly, with- 
out accurately discerning what manner 
of men they were, that the city was 
his, that four thousand of his brave ^ 
soldiers were there, and were hurling 
the boighets from the battlements. 
On being made afterwards aware of his 
error, ha waa proportionaljjy depress- 
ed; and when it was obvious at last 
that the result of the enterprise was 
an absolute and disgraceful failure, 
togetLer with a complete exposure of 
his treachery, he fairly mounted liia 
horse, and fled conscience-stricken from 
the scene.* 

The attack had been so unexpected, 
in consequence of the credence that 
had been rendered by Orange anij, the 
magistracy to the solemn protestations 
of the Duke, that it had been naturally 
out of any one’s power to prevenyhe 
catastrophe. The Piince was loagcd 
in a part of the town remote from the 
origi^ scene of action, and it does not 
appear that infoTmation had reached 
him that anything unusual was occur- 
ring, until the affair was approaching 
its termination. Then there was little 
for him to do. He hastened, however, 
to the scene, and mounting the ram- 
parts, persuaded the citizens to ceaie 
cannonading the discomfited and rctii- 
ing foe. Ho felt the full gravity of 
the situation, and the necesuty of di- 
minisbingthe rancour of the inUabitanl.4 
against their treacherous allies, if such 
a result were yet possible.'' The 
burghers bad done their duty, and it 
certainly would have been neither in 
his power nor his inclination to protect 
the French marauders from expulsion 
and castigation. - 

Such was the termination ai the 
French Fury, and it seen;? sufilciently 
strange that it should h.ave been so 
much less disastrous to Antwerp tlihu 
was the Spanish Fury of 1576, to which 
men could still scarcely allude withoiic 
a shudder. One would hive thought 
the French more hkely to prove suo 
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cessful in their enterprise than the 
Spaniards in theirs. The Spaniards 
were enemies against whom the city 
had long been on its guard. The 
French were friends in whose sincerity 
a somewhat shaken confidence hod just 
been restored. When the Spanish at- 
tack was made, a large force of defen- 
ders was orawn up in battle array be- 
hindfreshly strengthened fortifications 
When the Fi'enc^ entered at leisure 
vhrough a scarcely guarded gate, the 
whole population andganison of the 
toivn were quietly eating their dinners 
The numlieia of the invading forces on 
tho two occasions did not materially 
differ , but at tho time of the French 
Fuiy there was not a large force of 
regular troops under veteran generals 
to lesist the attack. Fei haps this was 
tho mam laoson for tho result, which 
seeftis at first almost inexplicable. For 
protection against the Spanish invasion, 
tho burghers relied on mercenaries, 
some of whom proved treacherous, 
while the rest became panic-struck. 
On ths present occasion the burghers 
rehed on themselves. Moreover, tho 
French committed the great error of 
despising their enemy. Beeollecting 
the ease with which the Spaniards had 
ravished the city, they behoved that 
they had nothing to do but to enter 
and t.ike possession. Instead of re- 
picsBing their gieediness, as the Span- 
uirds Imd done, until they had over- 
come resistance, they dispersed almost 
immediately mto by-streets, and enter- 
ed warehouses to search for plunder 
They seemed actuated by a fear that 
they should not have time to rifie the 
city before additional troops should be 
tbutdby Anjou to share in the spoh.^ 
They were \pas used to the sackmg of 
Ketherland cities than were the Span- 
idtds, whom long practice had made 
ppo-fect in the art of methodically 
butchering a population at first, be- 
fore attention should be diverted to 
plundering, and supplementary out- 
rages. At any rate, whatever the 
causft, it is certain that the panic, 
which i^on such occaiionB generally 
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decides the fate of the day, seized upon 
the invaders and not upon the invaded, 
almost from the veiy first. As soon 
as the marauders faltered in their pur- 
pose and wished to retreat, it was all 
over with them. Betummg was worse 
than advance, and it was the almost 
inevitable result that hardly a man 
escaped death or capture. 

The Duke retreated the same day in 
the direction of Denremonde, and on 
his way met with another miMortune, 
by which an additional number of his 
troops lost their lives. A dyke was 
cut by the Mechlin citizens to impede 
his march, and the swollen waters of 
the Dill, liberated and flowing across 
the country which he was to traverse, 
produced such an inundation, that at 
least a thousand of his followers were 
drowned.® 

As soon as he had established him- 
self in a camp near Berghem, he open- 
ed a correspondence with the Btince 
of Orange, and with the authorities of 
Antwerp. His language was marked 
by wonderful effrontery. Ho found 
himself and soldiers suffering for want 
of food ; he remembered that he hod 
left much plate and valuable furniture 
in Antwerp ; and he was therefore de- 
sirous that the citizens, whom he had 
so basely outraged, should at once 
send him supplies and restore his pro- 
perty. He also reclaimed the prisoners 
who still remained in the city, and to 
obtain all this he applied to the man 
whom he had bitteily deceived, and 
whose life would have been saoiificed 
by the Duke, had the enteiprise suc- 
ceeded.® 

It had been his intention to sack 
the city, to re-establish exclusively 
the Homan Catholic worship, to tram- 
ple upon the constitution which he 
had BO recently sworn to maintain, 
to deprive Orange, by force, of tho 
Henveisol by which the Duke recog- 
nised the Frince as sovereign of Hol- 
land, Zealand, and Utrecht;'* yet not- 
withstanding th.at his treason had 
been enacted in broad daylight, and 
in a most -^berate manner, he had 
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the audacity to ascrihe the recent Otherwise the land shall pay for it 
tragic occurrences to chance. He had dearly."* 

the farther originality to speak of him- To these appeals, neither the Prince 
> self as on aggrieved person, who had nor the authorities of Antwerp an- 
rendered great services to the Nether^ swered immediately in their own 
lands, and who had only met with names. A general consultation was, 
ingratitude in return. His envoys, however, immediately held with the 
Uessieiu's Landmater and Esooli^res, estates-general, and an answer foi til- 
despatched on the very day of the with despatched to the Duke by tho 
French Fury to the burgomasters and hands of his envoys. It was agreed 
senate of Antwerp, were instructed to to liberate the prisoners, to restoi c 
remind those magistrates that the the furniture, and to send a special 
Duke hod repeatedly exposed his life deputation for the puipose of making 
in the cause of the Netherlands. The further arrangements with the Duke 
affronts, they were to add, which ha by word of mouth, and for this depn- 
had received, and the approaching tation his Highness n as requested to 
ruin of the country, which he foresaw, furnish a safe conduct.' 
bad so altered his excellent nature, os Anjou was overjoyed when he re- 
to engender the present calamity, ceived this amicable communication, 
which he infinitely regretted. Never- Behaved for a time from his fears as 
theless, the senate was to be assured to the result of his crime, he already 
that his affection for the common- assumed a higher ground. He not 
wealth was still so strong, as to induce only spoke to the states in a paternal 
a da^ on his part to be informed tone, which was sufficiently ludicrous, 
what course was now to be pursued but he had actually the coolness to 
with regard to him. Information assure them of hit forgiveness “Ho 
upon that important point was there- felt hurt," he said, “that they should 
fore to be requested, while at the deem a safe conduct necessary for the 
some time the liberation of the pri- deputation which they proposed to 
Boneis at Antwerp, and the restoration send. If they thought that he had 
of the Duke’s furniture and papers, reason, on account of the past, to feel 
were to be urgently demanded.'’ offended, he begged them to believe 

Letters of similar import were also that he had forgotten it all, and that 
despatched by the Duke to the states he had buried the past in its ashes, 
of the Union, while to the Prince of even as if it had never been ” He 
Orange his application was brief but furthermore begged them — and this 
brazen. “You know well, my cousin," seemed the greatest insult of all — m 
said he, “ the just and frequent causes future to trust to his uord, and to be- 
of offence which this people has given lieve that if anything should be at- 
me. The insults which I this morn- tempted to their disadvantage, he 
ing experienced cut me so deeply to would bo the very first to offer him- 
the heart, that they are the only reasons self for their protection?" ' 
of the misfortune which has happened It will be observed that in hi^first 
to-day. Nevertheless, to those 'who letters the Duke had noi affected to 
desire my friendship I shall shew deny his agency in the outinge — jin 
equal friendship and affection. Here- agency so flagrant that all subterfuge 
in I shall follow the counsel you have seemed supe^ous. He in fact avowed 
uniformly given me, since I know it that the attempt had been made by 
comes from one who has always loved his command, but sought to palliate 
me. Therefore I beg that you will the crime on the ground that it had 
kindly bring it to pass, that I may been the ffesult of the ill-treatment 
obtain some decision, and that no in- which ho had experienced Jrom tho 
jury may be inflicted upon mv people, states. “ The* affronts which I have 
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received/' said he, hoth to the magis- 
trates of Antiveip and to Orange, 
"have engendered the present cala- 
* mity.” So also, in a letter written at 
the same time to his brother, Heniy 
the Third, he observed that " the in- 
dignities which were put upon him, 
and the gianifest intention of the 
states to make a Matthias of him, had 
keen the cause of the catastrophe.”^ 

He now, however, ventured a step 
futher. ifaeauTning upon the indul- 
gence which he had ^leady experi- 
enced, and bravely assuming the tone 
of injured innocence, he ascribed the 
enteiprise partly to accident, and partly 
to the insubordination of his troops. 
This was the ground which he adopM 
in his interviews with the states’ com- 
missioners. So also, in a letter ad- 
drwed to Van der Tympel, com- 
mandant of Brussels, in which he 
begged for supplies for his troops, he 
Aencribed the recent invasion of Ant- 
werp as entirely unexpected W him- 
self, and beyond his control. He had 
been intendmg, ha said, to leave the 
city and to jom his army. A tumult 
had accidentally arisen between bis 
soldiers and the guard at the gate. 
Other troops rushing in from without, 
had joined in the affray, so that to 
his great sorrow an extensive disorder 
had arisen. He manifested the same 
Christian inchnation to forgive, how- 
ever, which he had before exhibited. 
He observed that “good men would 
never grow cold in his regard, or find 
his affection diminished.” He assured 
Van der Tjnnpol, in jiarticular, of his 
ancient good-wiU, as he knew him to 
be a lover of Ae common weal.’ 

* his original communications he 
had been hpth cringmg and threaten- 
ing — but, at least, he had not denied 
tfhths which were plain as daylight. 
His new position considerably damaged 
his cause. This forgiving spirit on 
the part of the malefactor was a littie 
more than the states could bear, dis- 
posed as they felt, from policy, to be 
udulgent, and to smooth ovsr the 
crime £ gently as possible. The 
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negotiations were intoiTuptcd, and the 
authorities of Antwerp published a 
brief and spirited defence of their 
own conduct! They denied that any 
affront or want of respect on their 
part could have provoked the outrage 
of which the Duke had been guil^. 
They severely handled his self-contra- 
diction, in ascnhing originaUy the 
recent attempt to his j'usi vengeance 
for past injuries, aud m aftei-wards 
imputing it to accident or sudden 
mutiny, while they cited the simul- 
taneous attempts at Bruges, Demo- 
monde, Alost, Dixmuyde, Ncwpoit, 
Ostend, Yilvoorde, and Dnukirk, os a 
scries of damning pi oofs of a deliberate 


The publication of such plain facta 
did not advance the negotiations when 
resumed. High and hvsh words were 
interchanged between his Highness 
and the commissioneis, Anjou com- 
plaining, as usual, of affronts ag(l in- 
dignities, but when pushed home for 
pitiriiculiUB, taking refuge in equivo- 
cation. “ He did not wish,” he said, 
"to re-open wounds which had been 
partially healed." He also affected 
benignity, and wishing to forgive and 
to forget, he offered some artidea as 
the basis of a fredi agreement. Of 
these it is sufficient to state that they 
were entirely different from the terms 
of the Bordeaux treaty, and that they 
were rejected as quite inadmissible.* 

He wrote again to the Prince of 
Orange,* invoking his influence to 
bring about an arrangement. The 
Prince, justly indignant at the recent 
treachery and the present insolence of 
the man whom he had so profoundly 
trusted, but feeling certain that the 
welfare- of the country depended at 
present upon avoiding, if possible, a 
political catastrophe, answered &e 
Duke in plain, firm, mournful, aud 
appropriate language. He had ever 
manifested to ms Highness, he said, 
the most uniform and sincere friend- 
ship. He had, therefore, the right 
to tell him that affairs were now so 
changed tb^t bis greatness and glory 

• Bor, vli. S46, 34T. * lUd. xvU. 847 

• Bioni Vilvootde, Jon. iUk IStS. Bor, 
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bail departed. Those men m the 
Ketherlands, who, but yesteiday, had 
been willing to die at the leet of bis 
Highness, were now so esaaperated 
that they ayowedly preferred an open 
enemy to a treacheious protector He 
had hoped, he s-ud, that aftei what 
had happened m so many cities at 
the same moment, his TTi£;Iitimm would 
have been pleased to give the deputies 
a different and a more beoommg an 
Bwer. He had hoped for some response 
which might lead to an arrangement ^ 
He, however, stated fianhly, that the j 
articles transmitted by his Highness | 
were so umeasonable that no man in 
the land would date open bis mouth 
to recommend them His Highness, j 
by this p'oceeding, had much deepened I 
the distrust He warned the Duke j 
accordingly, that he was not taking 
the nght course to leinstate himself 
m a position of honour and glory, and 
he IMgged him, therefore, to adopt 
more appropriate means Such a step 
was now demanded of him, not only 
by the country, but by all Christen 
dom 1 

This moderate but heartfelt appeal 
to the better nature of the Duke, if 
he had a better nature, mot with no 
immediate response 

W hile matters wei e m this condition, 
a special envoy arrived out of France, 

I despatched by the King and Queen 
I mother, on the first reception of the 
I recent mtelhgence fiom Antwerp ‘ 
H de Hirambeau, the ambassador, 
whose son had been lulled m the 
' X uiy, brought letters of credence to 
i the states of the Union and to the 

1S Frmce of Orange^ He dehiered also 
a ^ort confidential note, written m 
her own hand, from Citherine de 
Hedici to the Frmce, to the foUowmg 
effect — 

"My Coubiir, — The King, my son, 
and myself, send you Monsieur de Mil 

1 The letter is given in Bor, xvu 6t8 
s Bor xvu 849 Meteien, xi 2024 
4 Bor, tlotereu, ubi sup Hoofd xx 819 
4 Archives et Conespouddlice, viu llS 
Bor, xvu 849 

4 Hoofd IS the authority for the anecdote, 
havmg lusrd it related by old inhabitants 
of pl'ico Rot lanbc^ la. Ri^igiou Ca 


ambeau, to piove to you that we do 
not beheve — for wo esteem >00 an 
honourableman — that j ouwoiUdm ini ^ 
fest mgiatitude to my son, ml tj 
those who have followed him fui the 
welfaie of your couutij XVe feel tli..t 
you have too much affection foi eiio 
who has the support of Bo*()oweilul a 
pnnee as the Kmg of Fi luee, as t 
play him so base a Iriek Until 1 
learn the tiuth, I shall nut leuc uues 
the good hope which X have aliv ijs 
mdulged — that you would never h no 
mvited my son to your couiili} viitU 
out mtendmg to servo him 1 iithfullv 
As long as you do this, ^ou miy evei 
reckon on the supi Oit of all wni be 
long to him *■ 

“ 1 om goo 1 C 11 

Cai 11 IM ' 
a 

It would have been vcij d ffieulfc t) 
extract much mfoiinatiuu or m leli 
comfort horn this wily ipivtle I ho 
menace was sufficiently pi iin, the t lu 
mise di&agiecably vagUe Muieovei, a 
letter from the same Catheiino de 
Medici, had been recently found in s 
casket at the Duke s lodcinQS in Ant 
averp Xn that communic itiun, she 1 d 
distinctly advised hoi sontoie estil li h 
the IXoman Cathohe religion a 1 iig 
him that by so doing he vvoiil 1 1 e eii 
abled to many the Infanta or S| 1 u ’ 
HeverthelesB,theFiiuce,couMne dtUat 
it was hia duty to biid^e over the d ep 
and fatal chasm which had opened bo 
tween the X reuch Frinoe and the 1 10 
vmces, if an houovnable leooneihitiou 
were possible did not attach in uii 1 is 
importance ti her to th^stimulating or 
to tue upbiaidmg poition of the,^oie 
luumcation liom Catheime He vv a 
most anxious to avert thelhaos which 
he saw reluming He knew that vv hjo 
the tempers of liudolph, of the Ln ,liiih 
Queen, and of the Fiotcbtant ] i nees 
of Germany, and the mternal co 1 ntion 
of the Hctheilands remamed the o ime, 

tholiquo daua Auven * said Catliciinr ct 
lomofiibfirt quo V oils vous □ ineiel^ vec 
1 Infante d Ls{Ut,nic — xx 64b SSCuu | uc 
Btmda, - v 2aS, who lUudcs to tlio lUii our 
which was spread * either by Anjou or by 
Qraneo,” that a mamags betwqSn the Duke 
and tue m&nta was jn contcnpla^ion and 
that Parma was j nvv Ve th & afen 
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it were madness to provoke the govem- 
ment of France, and thus gain an ad- 
ditional enemy, whUe losing their only 
friend. He did not renounce the hope 
of forming all the Hethelbnda — ex- 
cepting of course the Walloon pro- 
vinces already reconciled to Philip — 
into one independent commonwealth, 
freed for ever from Spanish tyranny, 
A dynasty from a foreign house he 
was willing to accept, but only on 
condition that the new royal line 
should become naturalised in the 
Ifetherlanda, should aontorm itself to 
the strict constitutional compact es- 
tablished, and should employ only 
natives in the administration of He- 
thealand niTairs, Kutwithstanding, 
therefoie, the recent treachery of An- 
jou, he was willing to treat with him 
upqp the ancient basis. The dilemma 
was a very desperate one, for whatever 
might be hia course, it was impossible 
that it should escape censure. Even 
at this day, it is difficult to decide 
what might have been the result of 
openly braving the French government, 
^ud expelhng Anjou The Prince of 
Parma — suhfie, vigilant, prompt with 
word and blow — was wailmg most 
anxiously to take advantage of eveiy 
false step of bis adveisaiy. The pro- 
vinces had been already summoned in 
moat eloquent language, to take warn- 
ing by tiie recent fate of Antwerp, 
and to learn by the manifestation juat 
made by Anjou, of bis real intentions, 
that their only salvation lay m a return 
to the King’s arma.^ Anjou himaeif, 
as devoid of shame as of honour, was 
secretly holding interviews with Par- 
ma’s agents, ifbosta and Flaminio Car- 
netO^ at the very moment when he 
was altemaliely expressing to the states 
hm resentment that they dared to 
d^bt bis truth, or magnanimously 
extending to them his pardon for their 
suspicions. He was wntmg letters full 
of injured innocence to Orange and to 
the states, while secretly cavilling over 
the terms of the treaty by which he 
was to ggll himself to Spain. Semples 
as to enacting so hase'a part did not 
trouble the “ Son of France.” He did 

r Bor, xcIl 848, sqq. Moteten. xl SOS'*. 
HooH, XX. fi». • 


not hesitate at playing this doubly 
and trebly false game with the pro- 
vinces, hut he was anxious to drive the 
best possible bargain fur himself with 
Parma. He offered to restore Dunkirk, 
Dixmuyde, and the other cities which 
he had ao recently iilchcd from the 
atates, and to enter into a strict alli- 
ance with Philip ; but he claimed that 
certain Hetherlaud cities on the French 
frontier should be made over to him 
in exchange. He required, likewise, 
ample protection for his retreat from 
a country which was likely to be suf- 
ficiently exaspciated, Paima and his 
agents smiled, of course, at such exor- 
bitant terms.* Kovertheless, it was 
necessary to deal cautiously with a 
man who, although but a poor baffied 
lugue to-day, might to-morrow ha 
seated on the throne of France. While 
they were all secretly haggling over 
the terms of the bargain, the Prince 
of Orange diacovered the intrigu«* It 
convinced him of tiie necessity of 
sloaing with a man whose baseneaa 
was BO profound, but whose position 
made his enmity, on the whole, more 
dangerous than his fiiendship. Anjou, 
booked by so astute and unscmpulous 
a pohticiau as Parma, was not to be 
trifled with. The feeling of doubt and 
anxiety was sjpreading d^y thmugb 
the country; many men, hitherto flim, 
were already wavering, while at the 
same time th e Prince bad no confidence 
in the power of any of the atatca, save 
those of Holland and Utrecht, to malu- 
tain a resolute attitude of defiance, if 
not assisted from without. 

He therefore endeavoured to repair 
the breach, if possible, and thus save 
the Union. Uirambeau, in his con- 
ferences with the estatM, suggested, 
on his part, all that words could effect. 
He expressed the hope that the estates 
would use their discretion “in oom- 
pounding some sweet and friendly 
medicine’’ for the present disorder; 
and that they would not judge the 
Duke too harshly for a fault wMoh ho 
assured them did not come from hia 
natural diajpsilion. He warned them 
that the enemy would he quick to take 
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advantage of tlie present occasion to blame belonged, but who, on the con* 
bring aboul) it possible, their destmc- trary, had ever shewn themselres faith* 
tioBj and he added that he was com- ful servants of his Highness.^ 
missioned to wait upon the Duke of The estates of the Union, being in ') 
Anjou, in order to assure him that, great perplexity as to their proper 
however alienated he might then be course, now applied formally, as they 
fromtheNetherlandSjhisMajeBtywaa always did' in times of danger and 
determined to effect an entira recou- doubt, to the Prince, for a^ublic es- 
ciliation.^ pression of his views. ^ BomewLat 

The envoy conferred also with the reluctantly, ha complied nith their 
Prince of Orange, and urged him most wishes in one of the most admiiabls 
earnestly to use his efforts to heal the of his state papers.* 
rupture. The Prince, inspired by the He told the states that he felt soma 

sentiments already indicated, spoke hesitation in expressing his views, 
with perfect sincerity. His Highness, The blame of the general ill success 
heaaid,hadneverknownamorefaith- was always laid upon his shoulders; 
ful and zealous friend than himself, as if the chances of war could be con* 

He had begun to lose his own credit tioUed even by a great potentate lyith 
with the people by reason of the ear- ample means at disposal. As for 
neatness with which he had ever ad VO- himself, with so httle actual power 
cated the Duke’s cause, and he could that he could never have a single city 
not flatter himself that his recommen- provided with what he thought a silSi- 
dation would now he of any advantage cient gamson, it could not be expected 
to Highness. It would be more that be could command fortune. His 
injurious than bis silence. Heverthe- advice, he said, was always asked, but 
less, he was willing to make use of aU ever judged good or evil according to 
the influence which was left to him the result, as if the isBiio were m any 
for the purpose of bringing about a hands but God’s. It did not seem 
reconmliation, provided that the Duke advisable for a man of bis condition 
were acting in good faith. If bis and years, who bad so often felt tbo 
Highness w ere now sincerely deeiroua barb of calumny’s tongue, to place his 
of conforming to the original treaty, honour agam in tho judgment scale uf 
and willing to atone for the faults mankind, particularly as he was hkely 
commitud by him on the same day in to incur fresh censure for another 
(0 many citiee — offences which could man’s crime.* Nevertheless, he was 
not he excused upon the ground of wilhng, for the love he bore the 
any a&onts which he might have re- land, once more to encounter this 
ceived from tho citizens of Antwerp — danger. 

it might even now be possible to find He then rapidly reviewed the oir- 
aremedy for the past. He very bluntly ouinstanoes which bad led to the 
I told the envoy, however, that the fri- election of Anjou, and reminded the 
I voious excuses offered by the Duke estates tlist they had cjaployed siiffi- 
! caused more bitterness than if he had cient time to dchberate concei^iiig 
openly acknowledged liia fault. It that transaction. He recaUed to their 
were better, ho eo^, to express con- remembrance his frei^ucnt assurances 
I trition, than to excuse himself by of support and sympathy if th^ 
laying blame on those to whom no would provide any other means of 


>' Bor, xTil. S49.>*‘Co'nii7are Sletoreo, zl. 
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* It ia riroQ in full by Bor^xyii. 840«854, 
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by Hoofd, xx 851-^6. 

* Tho Prince was al^ys keenly eeneitiro 
ati-n<>V 3 'Upon blfi houour. On the otbae 


hand, be was singularly exempt the 

lost mfirmity of noble minds.'* **iro rep^ to 
what men tell mo — namely, that J haxe renr 
dered my name aitgicienlly /amoitu,** ob- 
Berved m a remarkable l^ttf to hM brother, 
at this period, s seems quite supeifluous, 
imce never did euch vanity move mo to so 
much labour, so many losses, and to con- 
fVont such, dangerous enmities. v-Arcbires 
«t ncirrospondanco, vij, 854, 86 ct 
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■eU-protecHon than the treaty with 
the French Prince. He thought it, 
therefore, unjuat, now that calamity 
had aprung from the measure, to 
ascribe the blame entirely to him, 
even had the injuiy been greater than 
the one actually sustain^. He was 
far from paJUatuig the crime, or from 
denying that the Duke’s rights under 
the Treaty of Bordeaux had been 
utterly forfeited. He was now aeked 
what was to be done. Of three 
courses, he said, one must be taken: 
they must make their peace with the 
King, or consent to a reconciliation 
with Anjou, or use all the strength 
which God had given them to resist, 
singie-handed, the enemy. With re- 
gard to the drat point, he resumed the 
argument as to the hopelessness of 
a satisfactory arrangement with the 
monarch of Spain. The recent recon- 
cUiation of the Walloon provinces and 
its shameful infraction by Parma in the 
immediate recall of large masses of 
Spanish and Itahan troops, shewed 
too plainly the value of all solemn 
•Upmations with his Catholic Majesty. 
Moreover, the time was unpropitious. 
It was idle to look, after what bad re- 
ceutly occurred, for even fair promises. 
It was madness then to incur the 
enmity of two such powers at once. 
The I^nch could do the Netherlands 
more harm os enemies than the Span- 
iarda The Spaniards would be more 
dangerous as friends, for in case of a 
treaty with Philip, the Inquisition 
would he established in the place of 
a rehgious peace. For these reasons 
the Prince declared himself entirely 
opposed to any^egotiations with the 
CAw<#of Spain. 

As to the Bscond point, he admitted 
that Anjou hod gamed little honour 
by^iis recent course, and that it would 
be a mistake on thou part to stumble 
a second time over the same stone. 


r Piscourse of Orange, apud Bor, lo& cit. — 

“ TousconseiUoreb vous odseonostrer,’* 

wrote Ehzaboth to tho stntes-generol, "que 
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He foresaw, nevertheless, that the 
Duke — ^irritated Ss he was by the loss 
of BO many of his nobles, and by the 
downfall of all his hopes in the Nrtheiv ^ 
lands — ^would be likely to inflict great 
injuries upon their cause. Two power- 
ful nations like France and Spain would 
be too much to have on their bands at 
once. How much danger, too, would 
be incurred by braving at once the 
open wrath of the French King and 
the secret displeasure of the Knglisih 
Queen She had warmly recommended 
the Duke of Anjou. She had said that 
honours to him were rendered to her- 
self, and she was now entiiely opposed 
to their keeping the present quarrel 
alive.* If France became their enemy, 
the road was at once opened through 
that kingdom for Spain. The estates 
were to ponder well whether they pos- 
sessed the means to cany on such a 
double war without assistance. They 
were likewise to remember how iSony 
cities still remained in the hands of 
Anjou, and their posable fate if l(>q 
Duke were pushed to extremity. 

The third point was then handled 
with vigour. He reminded the states 
of the peipetual difSculty of raising 
Bimies, of collecting money to ]pay for 
troops, of inducing cities to accept 
proper garrisons, of establidiing a 
connoil which could make itself re- 
spected. He alludedbriefly and bitterly 
to the perpetual quarrels of the stat« 
among themselves; to their mutual 
jealousy; to their obstinate parsi- 
mony; to their jeslou^ of the gene- 
ral government; to their apathy and 
inertness before impending ruin. He 
would not calumniate those, he said, 
who oounselled trust In God. That 
was his sentiment slso. To attempt 
great afiairs, however, and, through 
avarice, to withhold sufBcient means, 
was not trusting, but tempting God. 

On the contrary, it was trusting G 


Vienne votro eunemt Calni sera chose asaa 
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tause the uteaus which He offeied to 

eir hflTniH. 

With regard, then, to the three 
pointe, he rejected the first. Kccon- 
ciliation with the King of Sp.rin was 
impoasible. For his own pait, he 
would much prc/cr the third course. 
He had always been in favour of their 
maintaming independence bjr their 
own means and the assistance of the 
Almighty, He was obhged, however, 
in sadness, to confess that the narrow 
feeling of individual state rights, the 
gener^ tendency to disunion, and the 
constant wrangling, hod made this 
course a hopeless one. There remained, 
therefore, only the second, and they 
must efifect an honourabisrcconciliation 
With Anjou. Whatever might be their 
decision, however, it was meet that 
it should be a speedy one. Hot an 
hourwastobelost. Many fair churches 
of Qod, in Anjou’s power, were trem- 
bling on the issue, and religious and 
political liberty was more at stake than 
ever. In conclusion, the Prince again 
expressed his determination, whatever 
might bo their decision, to devote the 
rest of his days to the services of hii 
country * 

The result of these representations 
by the Prince— of frequent letters from 
Queen Elizabeth,^ urgmg a reconcilia- 
tion — and of the professions made by 
the Duke and the French envoys, was 
a provisional arrangement, signed on 
the 26th and 28th of March. Accoid- 
iug .to the terms of this accord, the 
Duke was to receive thirty thousand 
florins for his troops, and to surrender 
the cities still in his power. The 
French prisoners were to be liberated, 
the Duke’s property at Antwerp was 
to be restored, and the Duke himself 
was to await at Dunkirk the arrival of 
plenipotentiaries to treat with him as 
to a new and perpetual arrangement.’ 

The negotiations, however, were 
languid. The quarrel was healed on 
the surface, but confidence so recently 
and violently uprooted was slow to 


’ msoourao of Orange, eto^ 

• Moteren, xl. 203. 

* 800 the Accord, in twentv-ono articles, 
in Bor, xvll. 856-357 

«(9or xml. 871, 372, wm. Uilcnn, at 


revive. On the 28th of June, the 
Duke of Anjou left Dunkirk for Paris, 
never to return to the Netherlands, 
but he exchanged on his departure ‘ 
aflectionate letters with the Prince and 
the estates. H. des Priineaux remain- 
ed as his representative, and it waa 
understood that the arran^inents for 
re-installing him os soon os possible in 
the sovereignty which he had so 1 , \-clv 
forfeited, were to be pushed foiwaul 
with earnestness.^ 

In the spring of the same year, 
Gerard Tmehses, Aichbishop ot Co- 
logne, who had lot his sec for the lovi 
of Agnes Mansfcld, whom ho had 
e'spnn^ed in defiance of the Pope, took 
retiige with the Prince of Oiange st 
Delft.® A civil war in Germany bi oke 
forth, the Piotestant Piinees under- 
taking to support the Archbishop, in 
opposition to Ernest of Jj.ivaiia, who 
had been appointed in his place. Tho 
Palatine, John Casimir, thought it no 
cessary to mount and ride as usual. 
Making his appeaiance at tho head of 
a hastily ooUeoted force, and prepared 
for another plunge into chaos, he sud- 
denly heard, however, of his eldci 
brother’s death at Heidolboig. Lo.iv- 
ing his men, as was his habit, to shift 
for themselves, and Baron Tuichspi, 
the Archbishop’s brother, to till into 
the hands of the enemy, ho disappe.sicd 
from the scene with great rapidity, m 
order that his own inteiests in tho 
palatinate and in the guardianship of 
the young palatines might not sufier 
by his absence.' 

At tliis time, too, on the 12th of 
April, the Prince of Orange was ni.ar- 
rieil, for the fourth tlhae, to Loiiija, 
widow of the Seigneur de Teligri/, and 
daughter of the iJlustrioifi Coligij’.’’ 

In the course of tho summer, the 
states of Holland and Zealand, always 
bitterly opposed to the connexion avith 
Anjou, and more than ever dissatisfied 
with the resumption of negotiations 
sinoe the Antwerp catastrophe, sent a 
committee* to the Prince m orjjer to 
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persuade him to set his face against 
t’ the whole proceedings. Theydehrered 
at the same time a formolremonstrance, 
^ in writing (2ath of August 1583) in 
which they explained how odious the 
arrangement with the Duke had ever 
been to them. They expressed the 
opinion that even the wisest might 
ho sometimes mistaken, and that the 
Prince had been bitterly deceived by 
Anjou and by the French court. They 
besought him to rely upon the assist- 
ance of the Almighty, and upon the 
exertions of the niition, and they agam 
hinted at the propriety of his acceptmg 
that supreme sovereignty over oU the 
united provinces which would be so 
gladly confeired, while, for their own 
parts, they voluntarily offered largely 
to increase the sums annually contri- 
buted to the common defence.^ 

"^ry soon afterwards, in August 
1583, the states of the united pro- 
vinces assembled at Middelburg for- 
mally offered the geneird government 
— wmch under the ciroumstaneea was 
the general sovereignty — to the Prince, 
warmly urging his acceptance of the 
dignity. He manifested, however, the 
same reluctance which he had always 
expressed, demanding that the pro- 
ject should beforehand be laid btfore 
the councils of all the large cities, and 
before the estates of certain provinces 
which had not been represented at the 
Middelburg diet. He also made use 
of the occasion to urge the necessity 
of providing more generously for the 
army expenses and other general dis- 
bursements. As to ambitious views, 
he was a stranger to them, and his 
language at thft moment was as pa- 
tiwti* and self-denying as at any pie- 
visus period,* He expressed his thanks 
to Jthe estates for this renewed proof 
of their confidence in his character, 
and this additional approbation of his 
pouxse, — a sentiment which he was 
always ready “as a good patriot to 
justify by his most faithful service." 
He rejainded them, howevSr, that he 
was no gjeat monarch, toving in his 

1 Bor, xvlU 897, 898. 
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own hands the means to help and\hs 
power to liberate them; and that even 
were he in possession of oil which God 
had once given him, he should be far 
from strong enough to resist, single- 
handed, their powerful enemy. AU 
that was left to him, he said, was an 
“honest and moderate experience in 
affairs.” With this he was ever ready 
to serve them to the utmost; but 
they knew very well that the means to 
make that experience available were 
to be drawn fiom the country itself. 
With modest simplicity, he observed 
that he had been at work fifteen or 
sixteen years, doing his best, with the 
grace of God, to secure the freedom of 
the fatherland and to resist tyranny of 
conscience; that he alone— assisted by 
his brothers and some friends and rela- 
tives — ^had borne the whole burthen 
in the bcginnmg, and that he had 
afterwards been helped by the states 
of Holland and Zealand, so thft ha 
could not but render thimks to God 
for His great mercy in thus granting 
His blessmg to so humble an instru- 
ment, and thus restoring so many 
beautiful provinces to their ancient 
freedom and to the true religion. The 
Prince protested that this result was 
already a sufficient reward for his 
labours — a great consolation in his 
sufferings. He had hoped, he said, 
that the estates, "taking into con- 
sideration hie long-continued labours, 
would have been willing to excuse him 
from a new load of cores, and would 
have granted him some httle rest in 
his already advanced age;” that thoy 
would have selected “some other per- 
son more fitted for the labour, whom 
he would himself faithfully promise to 
assist to the best of his abilities, ren- 
deiing him willing obedience propor- 
tionate to the authority confenud 
upon him.” ’ 

Like all other attempts to induoe the 
acceptance, by the Ihince, of supremo 
authority, this effort proved ineffectual, 
from the obstinate unwiPingnesB of hia 
hand to receive the proffered scqitre^ 


Sept , 1683." Oidinana Beplchen Bosk der 
Bt -gl A° 1583, 1534, f. 91, 92, Hagne Ar- 
oblves This very important and obaroo- 
teiiatie doaiment nos never been pabbsted. 
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In connexion \rlth this morrment, 
and at about the same epoch, Jacob 
Swerius, member of the Brabant Coun- 
oU, \n& other deputies, waited upon 
Orange, and formally teudeied Um 
the sovereign dukedom of Brabant,* 
forfeited and vacant by the late crime 
of Anjou. The Prince, however, reso- 
lutely refused to accept the dignity, 
sssuring the committee that he had 
not the means to afford the country as 
much protection as they had a right to 
expect from their sovereign. He added 
that "he would never give the Kmg 
of Spam the right to say that the 
Prince of Orange had been actuated 
by no other motives in his career than 
the hope of self-aggrandisement, and 
the demre to deprive his Majesty of 
the provinces in order to appropriate 
them to himself.”^ 

Accordingly, firmly refusing to heed 
the overtures of the United States, 
ond^of Holland in particular, he con- 
tinued to further the re-establishment 
of Anjou — a measure in which, as he 
deliberately behevcd, lay the only 
chance of union and independence. 

The Prince of Parma, meantime, had 
not been idle. He had been unable to 
induce the provinces to listen to his 
wiles, and to rush to the embrace of 
the monarch whose arms he described 
as ever open to the repentant. He 
had, however, heen busily occupied in 
the course of the summer in taidng up 
many of the towns which the treason 
of Anjou had laid open to his attacks.” 

Eindhoven, Diest, Dunkirk, New- 
port, and other places, were success- 
ively surrendered to royalist generala* 


1 Bor, XIX. who had hi* inforcoatlon 
from Jacob Swenos bimsolf.— Compare Wa- 
genaer, vA 484. 

s "Uoerdathot avno ExccUcntie afslocg 
■effgende den middol van sicli selvon nlct te 
li^ben om dat to beschormcn on Ait by ook 
do Konlng von Spangien gecn ooraake wildo 
geven ta seggen dat by ondci* mot badde 
gesocht dan bom alls s\}do landoa of te ne- 
men.” — Bor, loo. cit. 
s Btrada, 2, v. 250, sqq. 

4 Bor, xvul 806, 867, 871, 872. Stmda, 2, 
T. 250-266. lloteren, xL SftO, 207. HoofA 
XX. 866-872. Tassia, vl. 430, 437, 440. 

* See the letters of the vanou* momber* 
tbo Simtly in Arcbivee et Coneepaudenoe, 
TlL, peaeim, , ' 


On the 22d of September 16S3, the 
city of Zutfen, too, was surprised hy 
Colonel Tassis, on the fall of whicl' - 
most important place, the treason of ^ 
Orange’s brother-in-law. Count Van 
den Berg, governor of Queldres, was 
revealed. His fidelity had been long 
suspected, particularly by 0ount John 
of Nassau, but always earnestly vouch- 
ed for by his wife and by his sons.® On 
the capture of Zutfen, however, a docu- 
ment was found and made public, by 
which Van den Berg bound himself ti. 
deliver the principal cities of Cucldrcs 
and Zutfen, beginning with Zutfen it- 
self, into the hands of F.arma, on con. 
dition of receiving the pardon and 
friendship of the King ^ u 

Not much better could have been 
expected of Van den Berg. His pusil- 
lanimous retreat from liis post in ^\1ra’s 
time will be recollected ; and it is cer- 
tain that the Prince had never placed 
implicit confidence in his chaiacter. 
Nevertheless, it was the fate of tins 
great man to bo often deceived by the 
friends whom he trusted, although 
never to be outwitted hy Ids enemies. 
Van den Berg was arrested, on the 
15th of November, carried to the 
Hague, examined and imprisoned for 
a time in Delftehavea After a time 
he was, however, liberated, when he 
instantly, with all his sons, took service 
under the King * 

AVhile treason was thus favouring 
the royal arms in the north, the some 
powerful element, to whioli so much 
of the Netherlond misfortunes had al- 
ways been oiving, was busy in Wanders. 

Towards the end of the year 15S3, 

* See the Agnsement (signed anuorflod 
upon tbe 25th of August 1583), apud Bor, 8, 
xviii. 402 He bad eucceeaed Count John 
In the stadholdemto of Gucldrcs lu 1581 hut 
tbe appointment bad never bcenparhcunuly 
ogrocaole to the Pnnee of Orange When 
applied to by Van den Borg for a recommef. 
dauon, bo liad thus addressed Che estates of 
Gueldres, *' My brotlier-in-law desirous o( 
obtaimug tbo government of your provinec, 
has askcdi for my recommendation Hs 
profeBses the greatest cnthusiasira for the 
service and tlu just cause of tbo fatherland 
I could wish that he had shown it sooner. 
Hovertheless, 'tis better late than never."— 
Bv ItolA, 87. Hoo^ XX. 875 

» Bor, xvui 4C2 noofdi.xx 87A Ar- 

GKiTM (VuTt'RO iiix fin. ^ 
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the Prince of Chltnay, eldest son of ilie 
Dul:e of Aeischot, bad been elected 
governor of that province.^ This noble 
was as unstable in character, as vain, as 
unscrupulous, and os ambitious as his 
father and uncle. He had been origi- 
nally desirous of espousing the eldest 
daughter af the Hince of Orange, 
aftenrards the Countess of Hoheulo, 
but the Duchess of Aerschot was too 
strict a Catholic to consent to the mar- 
riage,’ and her son was aftciwaids 
umted to the Countess of hleghem, 
widow of Lancelot Berh^mont.‘‘ 

As affaiia seemed going on prosper- 
ously for the states m the beginning of 
this year, the Prince of GMmay had 
affected a stiong inchnation for the 
Reformed rohgion, and as governor of 
Bruges, he had appomted many mem- 
berepf that Church to important offices, 
to the exclusion of Catholics. By so 
decided a course, he acquired the con- 
fidence of the patriot party and at the 
end of the year he became governor of 
Flanders. No sooner was he installed 
in this post, than he opened a private 
wrrespondence with Parma, for it was 
ids intention to make his peace with 
the King, and to purch^e pardon 
and advancement by the brilliant ser- 
vice which he now undertook, of re- 
storing this important province to the 
royal authority. In the arrangement 
of his plans he was assisted by Cham- 
pagny, who, as will be recollected, hod 
long been a prisoner in Ghent, but 
whose confinement was not so strict as 
to prevent frequent intercourse with 
his friends without.* Champagny was 
indeed beheved to be the life of the 
w^ole intrigue.* The plot was, how- 
evtiiTffiii'waMed by Imbize, the roaring 
demagogue whose repubUcanism could 
ne-^ reconcile itself with what he 
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esteemed the aristocratic policy of 
Orange, and whose stem puritimism 
could be satisfied with nothing short 
of a general extemnnation of Cathohea, 
This man, after having been allowed 
to depait, infamous and contemptible, 
from the city which he had endangered, 
now ventured, after five years,to return, 
and to engage m fiesh schemes which 
were even more criminal than his pre- 
vious enterprises. The uncompromis- 
ing foe to Romanism, the advocate of 
Grecian and Genevan democracy, now 
allied himself with Champagny and 
with Chimay, to effect a surrender 
of Flanders to Philip and to the Inqui- 
sition. He succeeded in getting him- 
self elected chief senator in Ghent 
and forthwith began to use all his in- 
fiuence to further the secret plot.* 
The joint efforts and intrigues of Par- 
ma, Champagny, Chimay, and Imbize, 
were near being successful. Kor^ in 
in the spring of 1584 a formal resolu- 
tion was passed by the government of 
Ghent, to open negotiations with Par- 
ma. Hostages were accordingly ex- 
changed, and a truce of three weeks 
was agreed upon, during which an ani- 
mated correspondence was maintained 
between the authorities of Ghent and 
the Prince of Chimay on the one side, 
and the United States-generol, tbs ma- 
gistracy of Antwerp, the states of Bra- 
bant, and other important bodies on 
the other. 

The friends of the Union and of 
liberty used all their eloquence to 
oirest the city of Ghent in its course^ 
and to save the province of Flanders 
from accepting the proposed arrange- 
ment with Parma. The people of 
Ghent were reminded that the dhiet 
promoter of this new negotiation was 
Champagny,* a man who owed a deep 


1 Bor, xTih. 406, sqq. Uctcron, xl. 006, 
207. a Metoreu, xii 200 

a The same lady whose oharma and whose 
dower hod so ihtil an mfiucuco upon the 
career of Count itunncberg. , 

* Bo^xvid. 400. Uetcroo, xiL 211, Er 
Heidani; in ^65 

* Bor, xvlil. 407 Mctcicn, xii 211 212 
Hoofd. XX. 885, 886. Van del Vyuckt, hi. 
104-110. I 

' Bor, xviill 407, 410-119 — *' Thera ie s 
report,** wiotd the Fin^e of Orange to the 


magistracy of Ghent, “that a passport has 
been given to one of our most espscinl 
enemies (oeiien van onsepaitiaelstevyimden) 
to corns within the city of Ghent in order to 
converse with Champagny by word of mouth 

—Letter of^l Hay, in §?Jonge,^niiitea^ 
Tone Stuhkon Js Gravenhoge und .Ameter- 
dam, 1827. " 'Tra Champagny who Is at the 
bottom of ell these procsedmgs,*' wrote the 
states of Brabant to the me^etrates of 
Ghent. — Letter of Hatch 14, ui Bor, xviU, 
418, 416- 
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debt of hatred to their di^, foi the 
long, and aa ha bdieved. the unjust 
coi^ement which he had endured 
* within its walls. Moreover, he was 
the brother of Gronvelle, source of all ^ 
their woea To taka counsel with 
Champagny, was to come within reach 
of a deadly foe, for “ he who confesses 
himself to a wolf,” said the burgo- 
masters of Antwerp, "will get wolf's 
absoluiaon.” The Flemings were 
warned by all their correspondents 
that it was puerile to hope for faith 
in Philip; a monarch whose first prm- 
dple was, that promises to heietics 
were void They were entreated to 
pay no heed to the “sweet singing of 
the royalists," who just then affected 
to disapprove of the practice adopted 
by the Spanish Inquisition, that they 
might more surely separate them from 
I their friends. "Imitate not," said the 
ma^^tiates of Brussels, “tbe foohsh 
disep who made with the wolves a 
' treaty of perpetual amity, from which 
the faithful dogs were to bo excluded.” 
It was affirm^ — and the truth was 
I certainly beyond peradveuture — that 
religious liberty was dead at the mo- 
I ment when the treaty with Farma 
should be signed. “ To look for poli- 
■ tical privilege or evangelical hberty,” 
said the Antwerp authorities, "in any 
arrangement with the Spaniards, is to 
look for light in darkness, for &e in 
water.” “Philip is himself the slave 
of the Inquisition,” said the states- 
generel, " and has but one great purpose 
in life — ^to cherish the institution 
everywhere, and particuhiily in the 
Hetherlands. Before Margaret of 
Parma’s time, one hundred thousand 
Ketherlanders had been burned or 
strangled, and Alva had spent seven 
years in butchering and torturing 
many thousands more.” The magis- 
trates of Brussels used similar expres- 
sions ^ “ The King of Spain,” said they 
to their brethren of Ghent, "is fas- 



tened to the Inquisition. Yea, ho is 
so much in its power, that even if he 
desired, he is unable to maintain lua 
promises."* The Prince of Orange, 
too, was indefatigable in public and 
private efforts to counteract the machi- 
nations of Parma and the Spanish 
party in Ghent. He saw ffith horror 
the progress which the political de- 
composition of that most important 
commonwealth was making, fur ho 
considered the city the keystone to 
the union of the provinces, fur he felt 
with a prophetic instinct that its loss 
would entail that of all the southein 
provinces, and make a miited and 
independent Netherlaud stite impos- 
sible. Already in the sumnidi of 
1S83, he addiessed a letter full of 
wisdom and of warning to the autho- 
rities of Ghent, a letter m which he 
set fully before them the imqiuiy and 
stupidity of their prooeodiuga, wliile 
at the same time he expiesscd himself 
with so much dextenty and caution aa 
to avoid giving offenoo, by accusations 
which he made, as it wore, hypothetical- 
ly, when, in truth, they weie real ones.* 
These remonetranoes weio not fiuit 
less, and the authorities and mti/cns 
of Ghent once more paused ere they 
stepped from t’ue precipice. Whilo 
they were thus wavering, the whole 
negotiation with Parma w-as abruptly 
brought to a close by a new incident, 
the demagogue Imbixe haiiug been 
discovered m a secret attempt to 
obtain possession of the city of Deni e- 
moude, and deliver it to Pai ma * The 
old acquaintance, ally, and enemy of 
Imbize, the Seigneur de liyhove, was 
commandant of the 0 !%-, and i nfoi^ a 
tion Tvas privately conveyed to Kmof 
the design, before there had been time 
for its accomplishment, liyhove, bung 
thoroughly on his guard, an ested his 
old comr^e, who was shortly aftci- 
wards brought to tiial, and executed 
at Ghent.* John van Imhize had ic 


; 1 lictter of the burgomasters of Antwcip 

j| to the authorities of Ghent, m Bor, zTiii. 
. il7 Letter from the magistrates of ^rus^tcls 
* to those of Ghent, March 16, 1684 — ^Uor, 
^ xvui. 414 Letter of states-genenu to Pnneo 
I of Chimay and the baililfs of Bruges, March 
iLno. 17, 1684 8, x-7ul 410^ 

s^Lcttcr of magistrates cl Biu^scls ^Bor, 


XTiil. 414 * 

* The letter is published, toprcbli^r witli 
others of CTeatMuterest, by Be J6hge, Ouuit< 
gegevene Stukken , 84-02. 

* Bor, zvni. 420. Motcron, zi 212. iloofd, 
XX 886. Van der Vynckt, uX 105-110. 

* Van der Vynckt; iii. lio. •! Motel en, xu. 
213*. In the mouth of Amniilb 10S4 
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turned to tlie city from which the 
contemptuouB mercy of Orange had 
permitted him formerly to depart, 
only to expiate fresh turbulence and 
fresh treason by a felon's death. Mean- 
while the citizens of Ghent, thus 
warned by word and deed, passed an 
earnest rgeolution to have no nioie 
intercourse with Parma, but to abide 
faithfully by the union.* Their ex- 
ample was followed by the other Flem- 
ish cities, excepting, unfortunately, 
Bruges; for that impoi t.ani town, being 
entirely in the pou cr of Cliimay, was 
now suriendeicd by him to the loyal 
government. On the 20th of May 
1SS4, Baiun Montigny, on the pait 
of Parma, signed on accord with the 
Piiuce of Chimay, by which the city 
w.as restoied to bis Majesty, and by 
which all inhabitants not wilhng to 
abiefe by the Homan Catholic religion 
were permitted to leave the land. 
The Prmce was received with favour 
by Parma, on conclusiuu of the traua- 
a^on, and subsequently met with 
advancement from the King, while 
the I’linccbS, who had embiaced the 
Iteformed rchgion, retuod to Hol- 
land.* 

The only other city of importance 
gained on this occasion by the govern- 
ment was Ypres, which had been 
long besieged, and was soon after- 
wards forced to yield. The new Bi- 
shop, on taking possession, resoi ted to 
instant measures for clcansmg a place 
which had been so long m the hands 
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of the infidels, and as the first I tep 
in this purification, the bodies of many 
heretics who had been buried for years 
were taken from their graves, and 
publicly hanged in their coffins. All 
livmg adherents to the Beformed reli- 
gion were instantly expelled from the 
place.* 

Ghent and the rest of Flanders 
were, for the tune, saved from the 
power of Spam, the inhabitants being 
confiimed in their resolution of sus- 
taining them union with the other 
provinces by the news from France. 
Karly in the spiing the negotiations 
between Anjou and the states-general 
had been earnestly renewed, and Juni- 
us, Mouillene, and Asseliers, bad been 
despatched on a special mission to 
Fiance, for the pin pose of ai-ranging 
a ticaty with the Duke. On the 19th 
of Apiil 1684, they arrived in Delft, 
on their return, bunging warm letters 
from the French Court, fuU o? pro- 
mises to assist the Netherlands; and 
it was imderstood that a constitution, 
upon the basis of the original arango 
ment of Bordeaux, would be accepted 
by the Duke.* These arrangements 
were, however, for ever terminated by 
the death of Anjou, who had been ill 
during the whole course of the negoti- 
ations. On the 10th of June 1684, he 
expired at Chateau Thierry, in great 
toiture, swe.atmg blood &um every 
poie, and under circumstances which, 
as usual, suggested stiong suspimoiis 
of poison.® 


CHAPTER VII. 

Tarions attempts upon the life of Orange — ^DeUt — ^IklanBion of the Frmce desonbed— Fianois 
Guion or Balthazar G4raid — His antcccdonte— Uie corrcspondouco and lutervicwe with 
Voima and with d’Assonleville — His ei^luyment in France — ^His return to Delft and 
interview with Orange— The enmo— The eoufcesion— llho punishment — The oenss- 
^ucuces— Coiicludmg romorks. 

It has been seen that the Ban 
against the Piince of Oiaimo had not 
hotu Jiitherto without fruits, for ai- 
thou^ gmsuccessful, the effoits to 
fake his hie and eai'n*the piomissd 

1 Bor, xvid. 420. ® Had , xviu. 420-128. 

» IblA, 42j Hoofd, xz ES7. 

1 Loi, 91T19 483. * 


guerdon had been mcessant. The 
attempt of Jauicguy, at Antwerp, of 
Salseda and Baza at Bruges, have 
been related, and m March 1683, 
moreovei, ^e Pietro Dordogno wafl 


* Ibid., ZTul. 4S6 liICkCrcn, zIl 214. 
noord, zx. 800. POl. Lt’. Koidnnig iu. 54* 
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executed in Antwerp for endeaTouring 
to asaassin^te the Prince. Before his 
death, he confessed that he had come 
from Spain solely for the purpose, 
and that he had conferred with La 
Hotte, governor of Gravelinea, as to 
the heat means of accomplishing his 
design.^ In April 1584, Hons Han- 
zoon, a merchant of Flushing, had 
heen executed for attempting to de- 
stroy the Prince hy means of gun- 
powder, concealed under his house m 
that city, and tmder his seat m the 
church. He confessed that he hod 
deliberately formed the intention of 
performmg the deed, and that he had 
discussed the details of the enterprise 
with the Spanish ambassador in Paris.’ 
At about &e same time, one Le Goth, 
a captive French officer, had been 
applied to by the Marquis de Biche- 
bourg, on the part of Alexander of 
Parma, to attempt the murder of the 
Prince. Le Goili had consented, say- 
ing that nothing could be more easily 
done; and that he would undertake 
to poison him in a dish of eels, of 
which he knew him to be particularly 
fond. The Frenchman was liberated 
with this understanding; but being 
very much the friend of Orange, 
straightway told him the whole story, 
and remamed ever afterwards a faith- 
ful servant of the states.’ It Is to be 
presumed that he excused the treach- 
ery to which he owed his escape from 
prison on the ground that faith was 
no more to be kept with murderers 
than with heretics. Thus within two 
years there had been five distinct 
attempts to assassinate the Prince, 
all of them with the privity of the 
Spanish government, A sixth was 
soon to follow. 

In the summer of 1584, 'William of 
Orange was residing at Delft,’ where 
his wife, Louisa de Coligny, bad given 

1 Uoteron, xi, 205'' 

s [bid. Bor, xviu. 423, Hoofd, xx 892 

* Metoron, xl 205, 206 Hoofd, xx 891, 
892. He is aomotimea called Qott. 

a He hod removed tbither from Antwerp 
on the 22d July 1583. His departure from 
the commercuil metropolis ^d been has- 
tened by an Indignity offered to him by a 
portion of the popnloce, on the occasion of 
»mo bulldmg which had boon imdert^en 
In the neighbourhood of the citodeb A 


birth, in the preceding winter, to a 
son, aftenvords the celebrated stad- 
holder, Fiederio Henry. The child 
had received these names from his two 
godfathers, the Kings of Denmark aril 
of Navarre, and hrs baptism had been 
celebrated with much rejoicing on the 
12th of June, in the pliice of his 
birth.’ 

It was a quiet, cheerful, yet some- 
what drowsy little city, that ancient 
burgh of Delft. The placid canals by 
winch it was intersected in every 
direction were aU planted with whis- 
permg, umbrageous rows of limes and 
poplars, and along these watery high- 
ways the traffic of the place glided sc 
noiBolossly that the town seemedLthe 
abode of silence and tranquillity. The 
streets were clean and airy, the houses 
well built, the whole aspect of the 
place thriving. “ 

One of the prlncixial thoroughfares 
was called the old DcIft-strect. It 
was shaded on both sides by lime 
trees, which in that midsummer season 
covered the surface of the canal which 
flowed between them with their light 
and fragrant blossoms. On one side 
of this street was the “ old kirk," a 
plain, antique struoture of brick, with 
lancet wmdows, and with a toll, 
slender tower, which inclined, at a 
very considerable angle, towards a 
house upon the other side of the 
canal. That house was the mansion 
of 'William the Silent. It stood directly 
opposite the church, being separated 
I by a spacious courtyard from the 
street, while the stables and other 
i offices in the rear extended to the city 
wall. A narrow lane, opening out of 
Delft-street, ran along Ihe side ofi-lM 
house and court, in the , direction of 
the ramparts. The house was a plain, 
two-storied edifice of brick, with ren- 
tiled roof, and had formerly been a 

Bcusclcss rumour bad been circulated that 
the Fnnce had filled the castle with Frencli 
troopa and was about to surrender it to Aii- 
lou, Altbou;-!! the falsehood of the report 
had been publicly demonstrated, spd al- 
though the bettor portion of tl^ citizens 
felt indignant al> its existence, yet the cal- 
umuiati^ had not been punished. The 
Frmce, justly aggrieved, reUred accordingly 
from the city — Seteren, xi, 8(fr, 201t 

* Bor, xviu. 197’. aHoofd. 888. 
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cloister dedicated to Saint Agatha^ 
the last prior of which had been 
banged bj the furious Lumey de la 
Kar^ 

The news of Anjou’s death 
been brought to Delft by a special 
messenger from the hWich court. On 
Sunday gioming, the 8th of July 
1584| the Prince of Orange, having 
toad the despatches before leaving his 
bed, caused the man who had brought 
them to be summoned, that he might 
give some partictdar details bj word 
of mouth conooming tho last illness of 
the Duke^ The courier was accord- 
ingly admitted to the Prince's bed- 
chamber, and proved to be one Francis 
Guipn, as he called himself. This mati 
had, early in the spring, claimed and 
received the protection of Orange, on 
the ground of being the son of » 
Prdtestant at Beaan^on, who had 
suffered death for his rehgion, and 
of his own ardent attachment to the I 
Reformed faith.^ A pious, paalm^iiig* 
big, thoroughly Calvinistic youth he 
seemed to be, having a bible or a 
bymn-book under his arm whenev^ 
he walked the street, and most ex - 1 
emplary m hia attendance at sermoA 
and lecture. For the rest, a singularly 
unobtrusive personage, twenty-seven 

1 Bor, XTiii 427, sqq. Uotereo, xu. S14, 
•qq. Hoofd, xz. 892-%94, sqq WageuAei*, 
▼U 529, nqq Le FoUt, Grande Ciirozuqae 
dos F. B , UT T. 

> The tniun source ftom which the hlsto- I 
nans oited m the lost note^ and oU other ' 
writers, hare derived their account of B(d- 
thasar Gtrard, Uis crime and punishment* 
is the official statement drawn up Iw order 
of tho Btatos-ffenerol, entitled, **yQrhasl 
van de moort raBdoen aen den personne dse 
f ^miuohllgeu hirsten ende heeren WUhelms 
tnflee von Oracngion,'* etc , etc , Dclfl^ A** 
1684, of which a copy mt^y he found in the 
Duncan collection m tho Royal Library ot 
iVb Hague, ^e basis of ibis account ws'* 
tho confession of Bolthomr, wntten in the 
oonvont of Saint Agatha (or Fnnr.en HoA 
the residonco of Or^ge) immediately after 
lus arrest, together with his answers to the 
intorrogatorics between the 10th and 14th of 
July, fhe confession has bcou tscciitly 

E ul^bhed by U. Gochard (Abad, Roy. do 
lelg. T. XX N*. 0, BuUotins) Rom an old 
and probtft>ly contemporaxoous 3IS. o^y. 
A very curious pamphlet — a copy of 
which also may bo found in the DuiicaU 
Oollection--Jhould also ho consulted, called 
* Histone Solthasan penort* alias Boxo^ 


years of ^e, low of statuic, iiiL%gre^ 
meau-visaged, muddy oomplexioned^ 
and altogether a rn ftTi of no account— 
quite inaignificant in the eyes of all 
who looked upon him. If there were 
one opinion in which the few who had 
taken the trouble to th^k of the 
puny, somewhat shambling stranger 
from Buigundy at all coincided^ it was 
that he was inoffensive, but quite 
mcapable of any important busmesa 
He seemed well educated, claimed to 
be of respectable parentage, and had 
considerable facility of speech, when 
any person could be found who 
thought it worth while to listen to 
Mm; but on the whole he attracted 
little attention. 

Hev6rtheleB8,ihiB insignificant frame 
locked up a desp^ate and dariug cha- 
racter; this mUd and inoffensive nature 
had gone pregnant seven years with a 
tenible crizno, whose birth could not 
much longer be retarded. Brancis 
Guion, the Calvinist, son of a martyred 
Calvinist, was in reality Balthazar 
Gdrord, a fanatical Catholic, whoso 
father and mother were stUl living at 
Villefana m Burgundy. Before reach- 
ing man’s estate, he had formed the 
design of murdeiing the Prince of 
Orange, “who, so long as he lived, 

die den Tyran van *t Nedorlnndt den Frincen 
van Orangie doorseboten heeft: ende is 
dorom duer grouwobjeke onde vale tormen- 
ten binneu do stsdt van Delft openboerlijck 
ghedoodt, 1584 ” (with no name of place or 
pubbsher) This account, by a very bitter 
nyiilist end papist^perbapB a nersoDal ac^ 
Quamtanoe of G^nrd — extols we deed to 
tho sklo^ end depicts tbo borntde suffer^ 
mgs of the maleibctor as those of a blessed 
martyr. A manusenpt in the Bibboth^ue 
de Bourgogne (now the US. section of tho 
Royal Libiary at Bnissels), entitled, “Far- 
ticulantSs touchont Balthasar No. 

17,988, oontai&B many important docameoita, 
letters of Parma, of G6n^ and of Comehus 
Aortseus. The fifth volume of the US his- 
tory of Beuom de France has a chapter de- 
voted, to *^he subject, uxmortont because he 
wrote from the papers ord'Assonleville, who 
was Parma’s sgeut in the prdinunary n<^p>- 
tuitions with G<hard. Port of these doou* 
meuts have been pubhsbed by Dewes (Hist. 
Gen. de la Belg , tom vi.^ by Beifibnbeig. 
(Old still more recently byProfessor Aient 
(“BecheTohetjpntiques etffistmques sur la 
Confossion d6% G8isrd, Bruxeliea 1854 "X 
who has ably dernomtrated the authentiol^ 
of the ** Confossion’ published by H Gof 
ohard. 



seemed like to remam a rebel agamet 
the Catholic King, and to make every 
effort to disturb the repose of the 
Boman Catholio ApostoUo reiigiou.” 

When but twenty years of age, ha 
had struck his dagger with aU liia 
might into a door, exclaiming, es he 
did so, “Wouid that the biow had 
been in the heart of Orange I " For 
this he was rebuked by a bystander, 
who told In'in it was not for him to 
Trill princes, and that it was not desir- 
itble to destroy so good a captain as 
the Prince, who, after ail, might one 
day reconcile himself with the King.^ 

As soon as the Ban against Orange 
was published, Balthasai, more anxious 
tTian ever to execute his long cherished 
design, left Ddle and came to Luxem- 
burg. Here he learned that the deed 
had already been done by John Jau- 
reguy. Ha received this inteliigence 
at first with a sensation of relief, was 
glad tfr be excused from putting Tiim . 
self in danger,’ and believing the 
Prince dead, took service as clerk with 
one John Duprcl, secretary to Count 
Mansfeid, governor of Luxemburg. 
Ere long, the ill success of Jaureguy's 
attempt becoming known, the <*m- 
veterate determination” of Gdrard 
aroused itself more fiercely than ever. 
He acGordmgly took models of lilans- 
feld’s official seids in wax, in eider 
that he might make use of them as 
an acceptable offering to the Orange 
party, whose confidence he meant to 
gain. 

Yarious circumstances detained him, 
however. A sum of money was stolen, 
and he was forced to stay till it was 
found, for fear of being arrested as the 
thief. Then his cousin and employer 
fell siek, and Qdrard was obhged to 
Waffr fiir bis reouvury. At fast, m 

1 Confession do B Gerard. — Bor, Metcren, 
Boofd, Le Petit, ubi sup. et al 

s des queues nouvolles Je fiis fort 

aise, tant pour ostre (eomme j’cstmiois) 
]ustiea fiute, que pour avoir excuse do me 
uettre au dimger " — Conf do Gdrard. 

8 Verhaal van do Moordt, etc.— Compare 
Bor, ubi sup. 

8 Ibid.— Compare TUieteren, &a PoUt, ubi 
sup, 

8 This cunouB foot was disingenuously 
suppressed in the offiaol accouut, “ Veriia.al 
11^4)0 Uoordt,” eta, and is coi'.;oqu„i,Ui 


March 1584, “the weather, as he saiii, 
appearing to he fine,” Balthazar left 
Luxemburg and came to Tidves 
While there, he confided his scheme 
to the regent of the Jesuit college — a 
“ red-haired man ” whose name has not 
been preserved.’ That dignitary ex- 
pressed high approbation of sthe plan, 
gave Qdrai'd hh blessing, and promibucl 
him that, if his hfe should be sacii- 
ficed in achieving his puipose, ho 
I should be enrolled among the mar- 
I tyrs.* Another Jesuit, however, in 
the same college, with whom he like- 
wise commimicated, held vei-y diffoient 
language, making gieat effoits to tuiii 
the young man from his design, on the 
groiaid of the inconvenioices uhich m^/hl 
arise pom, {he forging uf Man.fihl’s 
seals — adding, that neither he nor any 
of the Jesuits hketl to meddle luih 
such affaiiB, hut advising that the 
whole matter should he laid before 
the Prince of Parma.* It does uot 
appear that this peisonage, “au excel- 
lent man and a lu.imed,” attempted tc 
dissuade the young man fiom his pro- 
ject by arguments drawn from any 
supposed criminahty in tlie assassina- 
tion itself, or from any daugci, tem 
poral or eteinal, to which the perpo- 
tiator might expose himself. 

Hot influenced, as it appeals, excejit 
on one point, by the advice of this 
second ghostly confessor, B.ilthuzar 
came to Tournay, and held council 
with a third — ^the celehiated Fianciv 
can, Ihther G&y — ^by whom he \v.n 
much comforted and strengthened iii 
his determination * His next step vv as 
to lay the project befoie Forma, as the 
“excellent and leameCi” Jesuit at 
Tidves had advised. This he did 
letter, drawn up with much care, aii-I 
which he evideutly thaaglit wail of js 

not mentioned by tbo previously oitcd 
autbora. Tbo statement appeals in -bo 
copy of tbo CoufesEiou publislicd by 

Gacbard; “ ct B’c.irorQa, lo dit iitio do 

m’oator de teste ceste micnue debbci iiinii, 

f lour les dangora et lucouvc-iiicns qu’il in'a. 
egoit eu pounoiout aurvcnir, au pii^Hi-lice 
dc Diou et du Itqy, par lo moyoii Css cocliols 
voUuis , disant, au lestc, qu'il nc se niL-.li-il 
pas voliintiois de tclz afTaiies, ny paic-llo- 
ment tous ceulx de lour dicle c, mp.igiiic ' 
s Verbaoivau do Moordt, ote B.r, il- 
) teren, Le Petit, ubi eSp 
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a composition. One copy of this letter 
lie deposited with the guardian of the 
EVaneiscan conyent at Tournay; the 
other he pres^ted 'vvith his own hand 
to the Prince of Parma.^ ''The yas* 
sal/* said he, " ought always to prefer 
justice and the will of the hing to his 
own life.^h That being the case, he 
expressed his astonishment that no 
man had yet been found to execute 
the sentence against William of IN'assau, 
" except the gentle Biscayan, smeo de- 
funct.”^ To accomplioh the task, Bal> I 
thazar observed, very judiciously, that 
it was necessary to have access to the 
person of the Piiuce — wherein consist- 
ed the difficulty. Those who had that 
advantage, he continued, were there- 
fore hound to extiipate the pest at 
once, without obliging his Majesty to 
sen^ to Borne for a cffievalier, because 
not one of them was willing to preci* 
pitate himself into the venomous gulf, 
which hy its contagion infected and 
killed the souls and bodies of all poor 
abused sub j eots, exposed to its influence. 
G^razd avowed himself to have been 
BO long goaded and stimulated by these 
eonsideTaUouB — bo extremely nettled 
with displeasure and bitterness at see- 
ing the obstinate wretch still escaping 
his just ]udgment-— as to have formed 
the design of baiting a trap for the fox, 
hoping thus to gain access to him, and 
to take him unawares ^ He added — 
without explaining the nature of the 
trap and the bait — that he deemed it 
hiB duty to lay the subject before the 
most serene Prince of Parma, protest- 
ing at the same time that he did not 

1 This letter, several otlien rolfltivo 
subject. Is coatauicd In a xnanueenpt 
oProe Bib de Bouigogno, N«. 17,380, en- 
titled, ‘‘Forliculantcs touchant Balthasar 
Gerard.” 

4 Hormis le gantd Biscayen dOfunci* 

8 *• Estant do long temps duroment piquO 
e^timule par ccs deux points et pom^onue 
e&Gmcut de deplaisir et ameitume —— si 
fiiuilcmeut mo auis advist da dounor uno 
amorce ^ co rounrd pour avoir accea choz-lui, 
afiu de lo preudro au trebuebpt on momoiis 
oppoituns, ot Bi propremeut qu’ilu'eu puisse 
Schapper^' 

4 moms oncorS Otre vuo si piO- 

sompteux quo do prelerer la hbeniliU im- 
meoise do SaH.,*’ eto. 

* *' T p(^[ue tal encmigo tuvleso oasiigo, 
Sadava el Triucipo *do Forma buscaado 
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contemplate the exploit for the^sake 
of the reward men^oned in the sen- 
tence, and that he preferred trusting 
in that regard to the ipimenfle liberality 
of his Majesty.^ 

Parma had long been looking for a 
good man to murder Orange,^ feeling 
— as Philip, Granvelle, and all foimer 
governors of the Hetheilands had felt 
— that this was the only mean«) of 
saving the royal authority in any ])ai*t 
of the provinces. Many unsatisfactory 
assassins had presented themselves from 
time to time, and Alexander bad paid 
money in hand to various mdividuals— 
ItahauB, Spaniards, Loiiainers, Scotch- 
men, Englishmen, who had generally 
spent the sums received without at- 
tempting the job. Others were sup- 
posed to be still engaged in the enter- 
prise, emd at that moment there were 
four persons — each unknown to the 
others, and of diflercut nations — iu 
the city of Delft, seeking to cAnpass 
the death of William the Silent.* 
Shag-eared, military, hirsute mffiane 
-ex-captains of free companies and 
such marauders — were daily offeiing 
their Bemcee; there vraa no lack ot 
them, and they had done but little. 
How should Parma, seeing this ob- 
scure, undersized, tbin-bearded, run- 
away clerk before him, expect pith 
and energy from himl He thought 
him quite unfit for an enterprise of 
moment, and declared as much to his 
secret councillors and to the King.^ 
He soon dismiseed him, after receiving 
his letters, and it may be supposed 
that the bombastic style of that epistle 

maneins como quitorlo del mundo.*’— > 
nezTciB, Hist, del mtindo en el reynodo del 
Bey D. Fliobpe II , xiv. 10, tom u. 550. 

* ** aulcuuB Italions ot soldats avoiout 
paravant obtonu certoiaes sommes au 
mesme eSet sans avoir ricus atbcutg Re- 
Dom de France MS , tom. v. a 26 —Com- 
pare Stroda, 2, v. 287. 

^ ** ledifcjouuehommo,”wroieFanna 

to the King, "m'avait communique saie- 
Bolution do la quelle pour dire la vonte jo 
tcnois peu tie eompte, pour eo que la disposi- 
tion du personnaigo ne ecmbioit promottro 
empnuBO de si grande importance Toutfca* 
foie je lo lais'we oiler, aprSs I'avoir fait ex- 
orter par que^ues unga do coux qui servent 
icL”->ltelation du Buc de Farms au Boy. 

I Fbil 11. : m the manueoitob entitled, ** Far- 
I ticulantoa touchant B. G6rard.'^ Bib. do 
I Bourgogne, No. 17,386. ^ 
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would not efface the unfavourable im- 
pression produced by Balthazar’s ex- 
terior. The representations of Haulte- 
penne and others induced him so far 
to modify his views as to send his con- 
fidential councillor, d’Assonleville, to 
the stronger, in order to learn the 
details of the scheme.^ Assonleville 
had accordingly on interview with 
Gdrord, in which he requested the 
young man to draw up a statement 
of his plan in writmg, and this was 
done upon the 11th of April 1584. 

In this letter G4racd explained his 
plan of introduemg himself to the 
notice of Orange, at Delft, as the son 
of an executed Calvinist; as himself 
warmly, though secretly, devoted to 
the Reformed faith, and as desirous, 
therefore, of placing himself in the 
Prince’s service, in order to avoid 
the insolence of the Papists. Having 
gained the confidence of those about 
the Frmce, he would suggest to them 
the great use which might be made of 
Mai^eM’s signet in forging x>asBporta 
for spies and other persons whom it 
might be desirous to send into the 
territory of the royalists “ With 
these or similar feints and frivolities,” 
continued Q5rard, “he should soon 
obtam access to the person of the said 
Hassau,” repeating his protestation 
that nothing had moved him to his 
enterprise " save the good zeal which 
he bore to the faith and true religion 
guarded by the Holy Mother Church 
Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman, and 
to the service of his Majesty." He 
begged pardon for having purloined 
I the impressions of the seids — a turpi- 
' tude which he would never have com- 
mitted, but would'sooner have suffered 
a thousand deaths, except for the great 
1 end in view. Ho particularly wished 
forgiveness for that crime before going 
' to hiB task, " in order that he might 
■ confess, and receive the holy com- 
I munion at the coming Easter, without 
1 

i| 1 Itcnom de France BIS , loc at, who 
|| wrote his history from the papers of Coun< 
I cUlor d’AssonloTUle 

'1 ^ The letter is contahiedintlK BIS hefore 

I dtod, " Farticulant^s touchant B Gvi'ard,'* 
J • “ Eotant p«iTre compagnon,” etc — Ver* 
de Moordt, etc. Le Petit, Hot, 
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scruples of conscienoe." He likewise 
begged the Prince of Poima to obtain 
for him absolution from his Holiness 
for this crime of pilfering — ^the more 
so "as he was about to keep company 
for some time with heretics and athe* 
ists, and in some sort to conform him. 
self to their customs." * w 

Prom the general tone of the letters 
of Gdrard, he might be set dovrn at 
once os a simple, religious fanatic, who 
felt sure that, in executing the com- 
niand of Philip publicly issued to all 
the murderers of Europe, he was 
meriting well of God and Ins King. 
There is no doubt that he Wias an ex- 
alted enthusiast, hut not puiely an 
enthusiast. The man’s character ofSers 
more than one point of interest, as a 
psychological phenomenon. Ho had 
convinced himself that the work uh^h 
he had in hand was emuiciitly men* 
toriouB, and he was utterly without 
fear of consequences. He was, how- 
ever, by no means so disinterested as 
he chose to represent himself m letters 
which, as he instmetively felt, were to 
be of perennial interest. On the con. 
trary, in his interviews with Asson- 
leviUe, he mged that he was a poor 
fellow, and that he had undertaken 
this enterprise m order to acquiie 
property — to make himself rich “ — and 
that he depended upon the Prince of 
Parma’s infiuence m obtaining the 
reward promised by the Ban to the 
individual who should put Orange to 
death. 

This second letter decided Parma so 
far that he authorised Assonleville to 
cncouxage the young man in his at- 
tempt, and to promise tl&t the reward 
should bs given to him in case of 
cess, and to bis heirs in the event oi 
hiB death.* Assonleville, in the second 
interview, accordingly made known 
these assurances in tiie strongest man- 
ner to Gdraid, warning him, at the 
same time, on no account, if arrested, 

* •• — qu'oo procurevoit en sa favour ou 
de SOS procucB 1i6ntiers los mercedea tft it- 
compenses promisds par r€dict quitilit touts 
ta consolation qn'u Toceut, plus propre pour 
Is retiior et divertir quo ixiur I’encounigsr & 
uuo cmpnnBo si hazardeu 80 ."^Bonoin de 
Frause olS., loc. cit. ' 
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to inculpaio tho Pimoo of Panoa had hardlj^ boon dcliv^od before he 
The councillorj while thus exhorting was summoned in peraria to the cham* 
the stranger, according to Alexander^ ber of the prince. Here was an oppor^ 
commands, confined himself, however, tunity such as he had never dared to 
to generaUties, refusing even to ad- hope for. The arch-enemy to the 
vance fifty crowns, which Balthazar Church and to the human race, whose 
had begged from the Governor-Gene- death would confer upon his destroyer 
ral in order to provide for the neces- wealth and nobility in this world, bc- 
saiy expenses of his project.^ Parma sides a ci*own of glory in the next, lay 
had m^e similar advances too often unarmed, alone, in bed, before the 
to men who had promised to assassi- man who had thirsted seven long ycai s 
nate the Prince and had tlien done for his blood. 

little, and he was resolute in hia re- Balthazar could scarcely control his 
fusal to this new adventurer, of emotions sufficiently to answer the 
whom he expected absolutely nothing, questions which the Prince addi e&sed 
Gerard, notwithstanding this rebu^ to him concerning the death of Anjou,® 
was not disheartened. ** I will provide but Orange, deeply engaged with the 
myaelf out of my own purse,” said he de^atches, and with the reflections 
to Assonleville, ''and within six weeks which their deeply-important contents 
you will hear of me.’* "Goforth, my snggestedjdidnotobservethecounte- 
BO^** said Assonleville, paternally, upon nance of the humble Calvinist exile, 
this spirited reply, " and if you succeed who had l^een recently recommended 
in your ent^nse, the King will fulfil to his patr.jnage by Villers. Qdrard 
all his promises, and you will gain an bad, moreover, made no prepvation 
immortal name beside.’’ ® for an mterviewso entirely unexpected. 

The "inveterate deliberation," thus had come unarmed, and had formed no 
thoroughly matured, Qdrard now pro- plan for escape. He was obliged to 
lieeded to carry into effect. He came forego his prey when most within hia 
to Delft, obtained a hearing of Villers, reach, and after communicating all the 
the clergyman and intimate friend of information which the Prince required. 
Orange, shewed him the Monsfeld he was dismissed from the chamber, 
seals, and was, somewhat against his It was Sunday morning, and tho 
will, sent to France, to exhibit them bells were tolling for church. Upon 
to MardchalBiron, who, it was thought, leaving the house he loitered about 
was soon to be appointed governor of the courtyard, furtively examining tho 
Cambray. Through Orange’s recom- premises, so that a sergeant of hal- 
mendation, the Burgundian was re- berdiers asked himwhy he was waiting 
ceived into the suite of 2foel de Caron, there. Balthazar meekly replied that 
Seigneur de Schonevsi, then setting he was desirous of attending Divine 
forto on a special mission to the Duke worship in the church opposite, but 
of Anj'ou.* While in France, Gdrard added, pointing to his s^bby and 
could rest neither by day nor night, so travel-stained attire, that, without at 
vMlented was he by the desire of ac- least a new pair of shoes and stockings, 
complishing^his piroject,^ and at length he was unfit to join the congregation, 
he obtained permission, upon the death Insignificant as ever, the small, pious, 
of the Duke, to carry this important dusly stranger excited no suspicion in 
intelligence to the Prince of Orange, the mind of the good-natured sergeant. 
T4fe despsiLches having been entrusted He forthwith spoke of the wants of 
to him, he travelled post-haste to Delft, Gdrxrd to an officer, by whom they 
and, to his astonishment, ^the letters were communicated to Orange him. 

^ ainnet d’ Assonleville tiulct^ la cerec, Lo 

dessuB avee la Pnnee de Farme fut conclud * Confession de GSrord Yerhaol van de 
que on n'ftvaaceroibrienB^ Balthazar Girard, Koordt. Bor, lfotoi*cn, Lo Petit, H:ol9, 
non pas les A eseus ausquels il se restnun- ubi sup. 
ioiv* eto.~-Henom de France, MS , loc. oit. * Vurha.*il ran de Moordt. 

a (bid. Verhaol vondo Moordt. Bor, | • YcrhatB, etc. Bor, Metexen, Lo Pe^.2t, 


the Frince instantly ordered 
» nun of money to be given him.^ ' 
ThusBalthazarobtamedlroiu'W’iUiam’B 
, charity what Fanna’s thrift had de- 
nied — a fund for canying out his pur- 
pose I 

li’ext morning, with tho money thus 
procured ho purchased a pair of pistols, 
er small carabines, from a eoldier, 
dhaffenng long about the price because 
the Tender could not supply a particu- 
lar kind of chopped bullets or slugs 
which he desired. Before the sunset 
of the following day that soldier had 
stabbed himself to the heart, and died 
despairing, on hearing for what purpose 
the pistols had been bought.’ 

On Tuesday, the 10th of July 1S84, 
at about half-past twelve, the Prince, 
with his wife on his arm, and followed 
by the ladies and gentlemen of his 
family, was going to the dining-room. 
William the Silent was dressed upon 
that dtijr, according to his usual custom, 
in very plain fashion. He wore a wide- 
leaved, loosely-shaped hat of dark felt, 
with a silken cord round the crown — 
such as had been worn by the Beggars 
in the early days of the revolt. A 
high ruff encircled his neck, from 
which also depended one of the Beggar’s 
medals, with tho motto, Fidelct au 
roy jitaqu’a la besace," while a loose 
Burcoat of grey frieze cloth, over a 
' tawny leather doublet, with wide, 

' slashed underclothes completed his 
costume.’ Gdrard presented himself 
St the doorway, and demanded a p.a3s- 
port. The Prhiocss, struck with the 
' pale and agitated countenance of the 
I man, anxiously questioned her husband 
’ concerning the stranger. The Prince 
carelessly observed that “it was merely 

I a person who came for a passport,” 
j ordering, at the same time, a secretary 
j forthwith to prepare one. The Prm- 

i 1 Vorhaal van do Uoordt Boi, Mctcico, 
Hoofd, loc. cib 

ij aigop’thoorenvan 't gruiiwzaam 

II gebiuik, ’t er de Booswigt van ge- 
Ij maelit hadt, uit wanhoon, met twee of dno 
II poignwiid Bteeken om Icven biagt,”— Van 
j| Wyn op Wagonaer, vii. 116 

j| • Tho whole dress worn by^e Fiiaco on 
}l this tragical oceoBion is stiU to be ssen at 
r the llngiie la the National Museum 
[t ’ Bor, Meteren, Hoofd, iiH sup 

’ iSietorle Balth. Gororats alios tsraoh, etc. 
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cess, still not relieved, observed in an 
imder-Tons that “ she had never seen 
so villanous a countenance,” Orange, 
however, not at all impressed with the 
appearance of Gdrard, oonduotwl him- 
self at table with his usual cheerfulueas 
conversing mueh with the bui gumaste r 
of Leewa^en, the only gueut present 
at the family dinner, concermng tho 
political and religious aspects of Fries- 
Lind.’ At two o'clock the company 
rose from table. The Prince led tho 
way, intending to pass to his private 
apartments above. Tho diiung-room, 
which was on the groimd floor, opened 
into a httle square vestibule, whioh 
communicated, through an arched 
pass.age-way, with the main entrance 
into tho court-yard. Tins vestibule 
was also directly at the foot of tho 
wooden staircoss leading to the ijpxt 
floor, and was scarcely six feet in 
widlii.* Upon its left side, as one 
approached tho stainv.ay, was an ob- 
scure arch, sunk deep in the wall, and 
completely in the shadow of the door. 
Behind this arch a portal opened to 
the narrow lane at the side of the 
house The stairs themselves^ were 
completely lighted by a large window, 
half way up the flight. The Pnnee 
came from the dining-room, and began 
leisurely to ascend. He had only 
reached the second stair, when a man 
emerged from the sunken arch, and, 
Btandmg within a foot or two of him, 
discharged a pistol full at his heait, 
Tliree balls entered his body, one ol 
which, passing quite through him, 
struck with violence agamst the wall 
beyond. The Prince exclaimed in 
French, as he felt the #ound, “ 0 mv 
God, have mercy upon my soull-^ 
my God, have mercy upwi this poor 
people I « 
These were the last words he ever 


• The house (now called tho Prinsen Kef, 
hut used os a barrack) still presents nearly 
the same appearance os it did in 1584 
r Korte Verhaal van den 3Ioordt, etc.— 
Bor, hletereu; Hoofd Doubts have been 
cxpiesscd by some writers as to thoiprolsv- 
bility of the Pnztpe, thus mortallyawoundcd, 
having hew able to apeak eo many worda 
distinctly (See Wagenoer, Yad. Hist, vn. 
582, and note.) There can, hO|,revar, be no 
doubt on the sulgect. The circular letter o! 
the States-geueml tb the lespe'-tive pro- 
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^pokoJ &aye that when Ms sister, Cathe> 
riDe of Schwartzburg, immediately 
af teni'ards asked him if he commended 
his soul to Jesus Christ, he faintly 
answered, "Yes." Ilia master of the 
horse, Jacob ^au iSLildcre, had caught 
him in his arms as the fatal shot was 
fired. Tite Pi mcc was then placed on 
the stairs for an instant, when he 
immediately began to swoon. Ho was 
aftorwaida laid upon a couch in the 
dining-room, whei e in a f c>v’ nunutca, 
he breathed his lost in the amis of his 
wife and sistci.^ 

The murdeier succeeded in making 
Ins escape through the side door, and 
sped swiftly tip the narrow lane. He 
Ihad? almost readied the ramparts, 
fiom which he intenc^ed to spiing 
into the moat, when he stumbled over 
a b^ap of rubbish As he rose, he was 
seized by several pages and halberdiers, 
ivho had pm sued him from the house. 
He had diopped his pistols upon the 
spot where he hod committed the 
crime, and upon his person were found 
a couple of bladders, provided with a 
piece of pipe with which he had 
intended to assist himself across the 
moat, beyond which a horse was wait* 
ing for him. He mode no effort to 
deny his identity, but boldly avowed 
himself and his deed. He was brought 
back to tho house, where he imme- 
diately underwent a preliimnary exa- 
mination before the city magistrates 
He was aftenvai'ds subjected to excru- 
ciating tortures ; for the fury against 
the WTetch who had destroyed the 

vinccs, dated Delft, July 12, 1584, has this 
paiicai^* "Dieigorts d'lei^an t'onsor moo- 
ten leedwescn endo vcnirioto o^crlcdcn, 
’ff^fhende dosclvo out ftMu hebbend^ Hoii 
Dicu, ayoz ytid de mon &roe, 5[oii Dicu, 
aycz pitig de co pouvie pciiplo I” (Bneven 
viu do Gen-stnten, etc , uopende do dood 
1 an hoore F. van Oi an^cn Ordinnris Dop 
Dock, 2IS., 1584, f. 162, Ha^e Ai'chives.J 
IS conclusive evidence Bee also a 
letter &om young Maurice of Nassau to the 
magistracy of Ghent, relating tho death and 
last words of his father in similar terms, but 
In tho Flemish tongue *'lf[acr alzoo de 
lcste*l700rden van zijiic Excnwacicn, mjn 
Godtl oiitlennt U myidcr zielc, mvn 
Godt 1 ontformt uwer glicmecnte.*' (Do 
Jouge Onuitg Stukken., 100-103 -^Com- 
pare Begisti der Rcsolut. Holl , July 10, 
1584 ; Bor, Auth Btnkk , h. 58 ) The 
Grelficr Cornelius ^eitsens, writing to 
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f'aihcr of the country was uiicoif^rolI<* 
able, and W'llliam tlie Silent was no 
longer alive to intercede — as he had 
often done before — in behalf of those 
Who assailed his life. 

The organisation of Balthazar OiSrard 
Would fimnsh a subject of profound 
study, both for the physiologist and 
the metaphysician. Keither wholly a 
fanatic, nor entirely a ruffian, he coiri- 
bined the most dangeiotis elements of 
both characters. In his puny body 
and mean exterior were enclosed con* 
siderable mental powers and accozn- 
phsbmcnts, a daimg ambition, and a 
couwage almost superhuman. Yet those 
Qualities led him only to form upon the 
threshold of life a deliberate determi- 
nation to achieve greatness by the 
assassin’s trade. The rewards held out 
by the Ban, combining with Ms rehgi- 
oufl bigotry and his passion for dis- 
tinction, &ced all his energies with 
patient concentration upon tSe one 
great purpose for which he seemed to 
have been born, and after seven years* 
preparation, he had at last fulhUed his 
design. 

Upon being interrogated by the mo* 
gistrates, he manifest^ neither despair 
nor contrition, but rather a quiet ex- 
ultation. Like David," he said, " he 
had slain Goliath of Gath”* 'When 
falsely informed that Ms victim was 
not dead, he showed no creduhty or 
disappointment. He had discharged 
three poisoned balls into the Pruicc a 
stomach, and he knew that death 
must have already ensued.’ He ex-* 

Btussels on the lltli of July from Delfb, 
uses precisely the same Linguago: "Sou 
Bxod est trespass^ ct fin! en Dieu, n'nijmt 
parltf autre chose quo ccs mots bien hnuts— 
Mon dieu, ayoz piti5 do mon Ame : et aprSs, 
Aycz pin5 do ce pauvre peuple, domeuruns 
Ics deux dcrniers mots quasi en sa houcho." 
*-^Bolation au lifag do Bruz., 17,880, 
Bib do Bourg,, 

1 Bor, Motoron, Hoofil, ubi sup. Hlstoria 
B. Gemerts alias Sciach 

B Haraoi Annalcs m 303. 

B ** j'ai ce jourd'hm tlri et d5bond6 

calle pnrtnnt Ips trois biffios centre I'esio- 
macli dudict Prince d'Oran^'* eto.— Con- 
fession de Gerard. " cn ueoft hem also 
nict een pismlet onder znne mantel met 
drij femjmgo ende gekotende looton aon een 
gohecht geladen zijnde aen die trsppen von* 
der eetplataen verwaehi^" eto*— ‘E^torie B 
OeroerCs tdios Beradh, ^ 
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predSed regrel;, however, that the re- 
siatance of the halberdiers had pre- 
vented him from using his second 
pistol, and avowed ihat if he were a 
thousand leagues away he would rutum 
in order to do the deed again, if pos- 
sible. He deliberately wrote a detailed 
confession of his ciime, and of the 
motives and manner of its commission, 
taking care, however, not to implicate 
Parma in the trauaaction. After sus- 
taining day after day the moat horrible 
tortures, he subsequently related his 
interviews with Assonleville and with 
the president of the Jesuit college at 
Tidves, adding that he had been influ- 
enced in his work by the assurance of 
obtaining the reward promised by the 
Ban.^ Hilling the intervals of repose 
from the rack he conversed with ease, 
and even eloquence, answering all ques- 
tions addressed to him with apparent 
sincerity. His constancy in suffering so 
astouiMed his judges that they believed 
him supported by witchcraft. “ Ecce 
homo I" he exclaimed from time to 
time, with insane blasphemy, as he 
raised his blood-streaming head from 
the bench. In order to destroy the 
ehorm which seemed to render him | 
insensible to paki, they sent for the 
shirt of a hospital patient, supposed to 
be a sorcerer, 't^en clothed in this 
gaimint, however, Balthazar was none 
the less superior to the arts of the tor- 
mentors, enduring all their inflictions, 
according to an eyewitness, “without 
once exclaiming. Ah me ! ” and avow- 
ing that he would repeat his enterprise, 
if possible, were he to die a thousand 
deaths in consequence. Some of those 
present refused to believe that be was 
a man at alL Others asked him how 
long since he had sold himself to the 
I De^l to which he replied, mildly, 
that ha had no acquaintance whatever 

1 Tcrhaal van de Uoordt. Bor, Uetanm. 

s Yorbaal van de tfoordt, Bor, Uoteren. — 
— miua Je n*ay ouy do ma vie une plus 
gnmdo rcBolution a*liommo ny Constance, il 
u'a oneques dit *Ay my/ moie en toue tour- 
mene e'eat tenu sane dire mot et sur tone 
intexTogatonca a ropoudn bieW dpropos et 
avco bonne suite, qudiqucfoie quo voulez- 
voue fiuxe de moyi je sms reeobi de mounr 
suaay dMuie mort oruelle quo Jo n'euase loiaad 
^on^troprinee ni encore si J'£to.e Ubro la 
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with the Devil. He thanked the 
judges politely for the food which 
he received in prison, and promised 
to recompense them for thq favour. 
Upon being asked bow that was pos- 
sible, ho replied, that ha would serve 
08 their advocate in Paradise.^ 

The sentence pronounoedygainst the 
assassin was execrable — a crime against 
the memory of the great man whom it 
professed to avenge. It was decreed 
that the right hand of Qdrard should 
be burnt off with a red-hot iron, that 
his flesh should be tom from his bones 
with pincers in six different places, 
that he should be quartered and dis- 
embowelled alive, that his heart should 
be tom from bis bosom and flung in 
his face, and that, finally, his haul 
should be taken off. Hot even his 
horrible crime, with its endless csiisc- 
quences, nor the natural frenzy of in- 
dignation which it had excited, could 
justify this savage decree, to rebuke 
which the murdered hero might have 
almost risen from the sleep of deatli. 
The sentence was literally executed on 
the I4th of July, the criminid support- 
ing its horrors with the same astonibh- 
ing fortitude. So calm were his nerves, 
crippled and half roasted as he was ere 
he mounted the scaffold, that when 
one of the executioners was slightly 
injured in the ear by the flying from 
the handle of the hammer with which 
he was breaking the fatal pistol in 
pieces, as the first step in the execu- 
tion — a circumstance which produced 
a general laugh in the crowd — a smile 
was observed upon Balthazai’s face in 
sympathy with the general hilarity, 
i His lips were seen to move up to th^ 
moment when his heart was 
in his face — “ Then," said H looker-on, 
" he gave up the ghost.”’ e 

The rew^ promised by Philip to 

lAiasexoie, comme que je dousac mounr 
morts,” etc — ^Extnut d'uns Relation £ute t 
oaux du Magutrat de BruxoUc^ par Cor- 
neille Aertsens alors leur Greffier, 11 Juillot 
1684. Bib dcCBorag MS , N». IV, 386, His- 
tone B. Geraerts abas Seracb. “ 

> Extruit d'miojtelaiion de Conftille Acrt- 
sena (14 Juillot 1684j; He was present at 
all the tortures and at the execution, and 
drew up bia report the name dAy. Manu- 
script before eited. — Compare Ucteran, Dor, 
He Fotit, Hlstorts B. Geraerts ah ta Seraeb. 
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the man who should murder Orange 
\raa paid to the heirs of Qdrard. Parma 
informed his sovereign that the "poor 
man” had been executed, but that 
hit father amd moCher were still living, 
to whom he recommended the pay- 
ment of Oiat “merced" which “the 
laudable said generous deed had so 
well deserved."^ This was accordingly 
done, and the excellent parents, en- 
nobled and enriched by the crime of 
their son, received Instead of the 
twenty-five thousand crowns promised 
in the Ban, the three seignories of 
Lievremont, Hostal, and Dampmartin, 
in the Franche Gomtd, and took their 
place at once among the landed aris- 
tocracy.* Thus the bounty of the 
Prince had furnished the weapon by 
which his bfe was destroyed, and his 
estates supplied the fund out of which 
the assassin's family received the price 
of blood. At a later day, when the 
unfortunate eldest son of Orange re- 
turned from Spam after twenty-seven 
yeais^ absence, a changeling and a 
Spaniard, the restoration of those very 
estates was offered to him by Philip 
the Second, provided he would con- 
tinue to pay a fixed propartitm their 
rente to &» family of hit fathere mur- 
derer. The education which Philip 
William had received, under the King’s 
auspices, had however, not entirdy 
destroyed all his human feelings, and 
he rejected the proposal with scorn.* 
The estates remained with the Q^rard 
family, and the patents of nobih^ 
which they had recdved were used to 
justify their exemption from ceitdn 
taxes, until the union of Franche 
Comih with France, when a French 
gffMmor tore the doinimenta in piec^ 
and trampled them tinder fooM 

wniiam ot Orange, at the period of 
his deaH, was fiffy-one years 
and sixte^ days. He left twelve 
.-nUdren. By ms first wife, Anne of 


1 Beladon dn Doe de Panne au Boy Phil, 
n., UAnftt less.— “Zai wnvA honuiie est 
daeutwi jcaomier. I, aete est tel m'Q 
mCritsgi^ds laaang^ et je mo vale lafor- 
eiant am paiens dn deiliml, doqael J'sO- 
teada In pfe et la mSnr Stre eneolras vinuu^ 
pasrm» ^tpplia V. K. Isur tdrelemer- 
otda qwcae n atodreass rteolaUoii motto” 
-m.tieCmefied. <. 
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Fgmont, he had one son, Fhilip,*an4 
one daughter, Mary, afterwards mar- 
ried to Count Hoheulo. By his second 
wife, Anna of Saxony, he hod one son, 
the celebrated Maurice of Nassau, and 
two daughters, Anna, married after- 
wards to her cousin. Count Williiun 
Louis, and Emilie, who espoused the 
Pretender of Portugal,Prinoe Emanuel. 
By Charlotte of Bourbon, his third 
wife, he had six daughters; and by 
his fourth, Louisa de Coligny, one son, 
Frederic William, afterwai^ stad- 
holder of thB Bepublio in her most 
palmy days* The Prince was en- 
tombed on the 3d of August, at De^, 
amid the tears of a whole nation,' 
Never was a more extensive, imoffected, 
and legitimate sorrow felt at the death 
of any human being. 


Tns life and labours of Oranm had 
established the emancipated common- 
wealth upon a secure foundation, but 
his death rendered the union of aU th« 
Netherlands into one repubUo hope< 
less. The efforts of the Malcontent 
nobles, the religious discord, the con- 
summate ability, both political and 
militBry, of Parma, all combined with 
the lamentable loss of William the 
Silent to separate for ever the south- 
ern and Catholic provinces from the 
northern confederacy. So long as the 
Prince remained alive, he was the 
Father of the whole county; the 
Netherlands — saving only the two 
Walloon provinces — constituting a 
whole. Notwithstandii^ the qiint of 
faction and the blight ot the long 
civil war, there was at least one coun- 
try, or the hope of a coimtry, one 
s^ng heart, one Buidlng head, for the 
patnotio party tmoughrat the hmd- 
Philip and Oianvelle were right Jn 
their estimate of the advantage to be 
derived from the Prince’s death; ia 


> MS. idem died, 

* Tan Xampeii, t. US, 

* Tan d, Tyne^ iU.— Motel «( Ik te aad 
Bdlltobeig, % 

* Bor, uU Snp, didUvei, UU sue. |l»i 
t«rRii,m 2tt, 
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bdiering that aa saaasain'a hand ootdd 
achieve more than all the vrilea 'which 
Spaniah or Italian statesmanship could 
teach, or aU the armies which Spain or 
Italy could muster. The pistol of the 
inmgnifieant Gerard destroyed the poa- 
aihiUty of a 'united Hetherland stete, 
while during the life of William there 
was union in the policy, unity in the 
history of the country. 

In 'the following year, Antwerp, 
hitherto the centre around which ^1 
the national interests {pid historical 
events group themselves, fell befcre 
the scientific efforts of Parma. The 
ciiy which had so long been the freest, 
as wdl as the most opulent capital in 
Europe, sanir for ever to the position 
of a provincial to'wn. With its fall, 
combined with other circumstances, 
which it is not necessary to narrate in 
anticipation, the final separation of the 
KetWlanda was completed. On the 
other nand, at the death of Orange, 
whose formal inaugniataon os sovereign 
Count had not yet taken place, the 
states of Holland and ZeiJaad reas- 
■omedthe sovereignty. The commom' 
wealth which Williim had liberated 
tor ever from Spanish tyranny con- 
tanned to exist as a great and fiourish- 
ing republic during more than two 
eentorim, under the successive stad- 
holderates of his sons and descenoonts. 

' His life gave emstence to an inde- 
pendent countiy — his death defined 
its limits. Had he lived twenty years 
longer, it is probable that the seven 
provinces wo^d have been seventeen; 
and that the Spanish title would have 
been for ever extinguished both in 
Nether Germany and Celtic GauL Al- 
though there was to be the length of 
two human generations more of war- 
fare ere Sp^ acknowledged the new 
government, yet before the termination 
of that period the United States had 
become the first naval power and one 
of the most considerable common- 
wealths in the world; while the civil 
and religious liberty, the political in- 
dependence of the Iwd, together with 
the total expulsion of the ancient 
fondgn tyranny from the soil, had been 
sieved ere the eyes of William were 
The republic existed, in foci, 


from the moment of the abjuration in 
1581. 

The most important features of the 
polity which thus assumed a prominent 
organisation have been already indi- 
cated. There was no revolution, no 
radical change. The andent rugged 
tree of Ne&erland liberty!— -with its 
moss-grown trunk, gnarled branches, 
and deep-reaching roots — which hod 
been dowly growing for ages, was still 
full of sap, and was to depo.nt for 
centuries longer its annual rings of 
consolidated and concentric strength. 
Though lopped of some luxuriant 
boughs, it was sound at the core, and 
destmed for a etiU larger life lhan even 
in the healthiest moments of its'' me 
dissval existence. 

The history of the rise of the Ne- 
therland Bepuhlic hss been ai^tbe 
same time the biography of William 
the Silent. This, while it gives unity 
to the narrative, renders an elaborate 
description of his character super- 
fluous. That life was a noble Christian 
epic; inspired with one great purpose 
from its commencement -to its close, 
the stream flo'wing ever from one 
fountain with expanding fulness, but 
retaining all its original purity. A few 
general observations are all which are 
necessary by way of conclusion. 

In person. Orange was above the 
middle height, perfectly well made 
and sinewy, but rather spare than 
stout. His eyes, hair, heard, and com- 
plexion were brown. His head was 
small, symmetrically-shaped, combin- 
ing the alertness and compactness cha- 
racteristic of the Bol<3jer, with the 
capacious brow furrowed prematuj;gjy 
with the horizontal lines of thought, 
denoting the statesman and the sage. 
His physical appearance was, thefe- 
fore, in harmony with his organisa- 
tion, which was of antique modd. Dt 
his moral qualities, the moat promin^t 
was his piety. He was more than any- 
thing else a$religiou8 man. From hia 
trust in Gkid, he ever derived support 
and consolatica in the darkM hours. 
Implicitly relying upon Almighty wis- 
dom and goo^es^ he looke jl danger in 
the face with a constant smile, and en- 
dured inceasant lalSours and trials with 
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a serenity which seemed more than 
Human. While, hoirerer, his soul was 
full of piety, it was tolei^t of error. 
Sincerely and deliberately himself a 
convert to the Beformed Church, he 
was ready to extend freedom of wor- 
ship to Ci^olics on the one hand, and 
to Anabaptnsta on the other j for no 
wan ever felt more keenly than he, 
that the Beformer who becomes in his 
turn a bigot is doubly odious. 

TTih firmness was sJlied to his piety. 
His constancy m bearing the whole 
weight of stniggle, as unequal as men 
have ever undertaken, was the theme 
of admiraUon even to his enemies. The 
rock in the ocean, “tranquil amid rag- 
ing billows,” was the favourite emblem 
by which his friends expressed their 
sense of his firmness. From the time 
whA, as a hostage in France, he first 
discovered the plan of Philip to plant 
the Inquisition in the Netherlands, up 
to the last moment of bis life, he never 
faltered in his determination to resist 
that iniquitous scheme. This resist- 
ance was the labour of his lif& To 
exclude the Inquisition, to maintain 
the ancient liberties of bis country, 
was the task which he appointed to 
himself when a youth of three-and- 
twenty. Never speaking a word con- 
cerning a heavenly mission, never de- 
luding himself or others vnth the usual 
phraseology of enthusiasts, he accom- 
plished the task, through danger, amid 
toils, and- with sacrifices such as few 
men have ever been able to make on 
their country’s altar; — ^for the disinte- 
rested benevolence of the man was as 
prominent as his fortitude A prince 
o^jgh rank and with royal revenues, 
he stripped jjimself of station, wealth, 
almost at times of the common neces- 
saKes of life, and became, iu his coun- 
tiy’s cause, nearly a beggar as well as 
ai^utlaw. Nor was -he forced into 
^ms career by an accidental impulse 
from which there was no recovery. 
Betreat was ever open to*him. Not 
only ^lardon but advancement was 
urged ujAn him again aSid again. Of- 
ficially and privately, directly and 
circuitousl^h his oonfirated estates, 

>Gt Reyd,hl 50. • 

* Hot, znii. 4S8. 


together with indefinite and boundless 
favours in addition, were offered to 
him on every great occasion. On the 
arrival of Don John, at i^ Breda ne- 
gotiations, at the Cologne conferences, 
we have seen how calmly these offers 
were waved aside, as if their rejection 
was BO simple that it haidly required 
many words for its signification; yet 
he hLl mortgaged his estates so deeply 
that his heirs hesitated at accrating 
iheir inheritance,^ for fear it should 
involve them in debt. Ten years after 
his death, the account between his exe- 
cutors and his brother John amounted 
to one million four hundred thou^d 
florins’ due to the Count, secured by 
various pledges of real and personal 
property, and it was finally settled 
upon thk ba^ He was bemdes large- 
ly indebted to every one of his power- 
^ relatives, so that the payment of 
the incumbrances upon his estate very 
nearly justified the fears of his chil- 
dren. While on the one hand, there- 
fore, he poured out these enormous 
sums like water, and firmly refused a 
hearing to the tempting oners of the 
royal government, upon the other 
hand he proved the diainterested na- 
ture of his services by declining, year 
after year, the sovereignty over' the 
provinces; and by only accepting, in 
the last days of lus life, when refusal 
had become almost impossible, the 
limited, constitutional supremacy over 
that portion of them which now makes 
the realm of his descendants. He lived 
and died, not for himself, but for his 
country : “ God pity this poor people !” 
were liis dying words. 

His intellectual faculties were vari- 
ous and of the highest order. He had 
the exact, practical, and combining 
qualities which make the great co 
mander; and his friends claimed that, 
in military gemus, he was second to 
no captain in Europe.’ This was, no 
doubt, an exaggeration of partial at- 
tachment, but it is cert^ that the 
Emperor Charles had an exalted opi- 
nion of his etpacity for the field. His 
fortification of Philippevilleaiid Charle- 
moni^ in the face of the enenty — his 

’"Belllsaitibus nemlsem soo tonmae 
panm batgiit," B109 Bv. Ann. birsa. 
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pasuge of the SleilBa in Alva’s eight — 
his nnfortunate but well-ordered cam- 
paign against that general — his sublime 
plan of relief, projected and success- 
fully direcsted at last from his sick-bed, 
for the betdeged city of Leyden — ^will 
always remain monuments of his prac- 
tical military skilL 

Of the soldier’s great virtues— con- 
stani^ in disaster, devotion to duty, 
hopehilness in defeat — no man ever 
possessed a larger share. He arrived, 
through a series of reverses, at a per- 
fect victory. He planted a free com- 
monwealth under the very battery of 
the Inquisition, in defiance of the most 
power^ empire existing. He was 
therefore a conqueror m the loftiest 
sense, for he conquered liberty and a 
national existence for a whole people. 
The contest was long, and he fell in 
the stnigglej hut the victory was to 
the dead hero, not to the llvmg mon- 
arch.* It is to he remembered, too, 
that he always wrought with inferior 
instruments. His troops were usually 
mercenaries, who were but too apt to 
mutiny upon the eve of battle, while 
he was opposed by the most formid- 
able vetm^ of Hurope, commanded 
successively by the first captains of 
the age. That, with no lieutenant of 
eminent valour or e^erience, save 
only his brother Louis, and with none 
at all after that chieftain’s death, 
William of Orange should succeed in 
bsfflmg the efforts of Alva, Requeseus, 
Don John of Austria, and Alexander 
Faines&— men whose names are among 
the moat brilliant in the military an- 
nals of the world — ^is in itself sufficient 
evidence of his warlike ability. At 
the period of his death he had risduced 
the number of obedient provinces to 
two; only Artois and Hainault ac- 
knowledging Philip, while the other 
fifteen were in open revolt, the greater 
part having solemnly forsworn their 
tovereigiu 

The supremacy of his political 
genius was entirely beyond question. 
He was the first statesinan of the age. 
The quickness of his pefcsption was 
orily equalled by the caution which 
cabled him to mature the results of 
hjiis obsOTTft'tioxks, Hu kno'^’ledge of 


human nature was profound. He 
governed the passions and sentiments 
of a great nation as if they had been 
but the keys and chords of one vast 
instrument; and his hand rarely failed 
to evoke harmony even out of the 
wildest storms. The turbulent city 
of Ghent, which could ohe|r no other 
master, which even the haughty Em- 
peror could only crush without con- 
trolling, was ever responsive to the 
master-hand of Orange. His presence 
scared away Imbise and his bat-like 
crew, confounded the schemes of John 
Casimir, frustrated the wiles of Prince 
Chimay, and while he lived, Ghent 
was what it ought always to have re- 
mained, the bulwark, as it had been 
the cra^e, of popular hberty. After 
his death it became its tomb. 

Ghent, saved thrice by the p^cy, 
the eloquence, the self-sacrifices of 
Orange, fell within three months of 
his murder into the hands of Parma 
The loss of this most important city, 
followed in the next year by the down- 
fall of Antwerp, sealed the fate of ths 
Southern Ketheriands. HadthePiinca 
lived, how different might have been 
the country’s fate' If seven pro- 
vinces could dilate, in so brief a space, 
into the powerful commonwealth which 
the Republic soon became, what might 
not have been achieved by the umted 
seventeen ; a confederacy which would 
have united the adamantine vigour of 
the Batavian and Frisian races with 
the subtler, more delicate, and more 
graceful national elements in which 
the genius of the Frank, the Roman, 
and the Romanised Celt were so inti- 
mately blended. AsP long as the 
Father of the country lived, suJs% 
union was possible. Hts power of 
managing men was so unquestional^e, 
that there was always a hope, even m 
the darkest hour, for men felt implicit 
reliance, as well on his inteUectiuu-us^ 
sources as on his integrity. 

This power of dealing with his 
fellow-men'he manifested in th^ varr 
ous ways in which it has been usually 
exhibited by Aatesmen, He possessed 
a ready eloquence — sometimes impas- 
sioned, oftener argumentaifive, alwa^ 
tationaL His infiuence over ^ auoi- 
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ence was unexampled in the annala of 
that country or age ; yet he never con- 
descended to flatter the people. He 
never followed the nation, but always 
led her in the path of duty and of 
honour, and was much more prone to 
rebuke the vices than to pander to the 
passions -bt his hearers. He never 
failed to administer ample chastise- 
ment to parsuDOny, to jealousy, to 
insubordination, to intolerance, to in- 
fidelity, wherever it was due, nor 
feared to confront the states or the 
people in their most angry hours, and 
to tell them the truth to their faces. 

This commanding position he alone 
could stand upon, for his countiymen 
kndtv the generosity which had sacri- 
ficed his A for them, the self-denial 
which had eluded rather than sought 
pol'il/ical advancement, whether from 
king or people, and the untiring devo- 
tion which h^ conseorated a whole 
life to toil and danger in the cause of 
their emancipation. While, therefore, 
he was aver ready to rebuke, and 
always too honest to flatter, he at the 
same time possessed the eloquence 
which could convince or persuade. 

He knew how to reach both the mind 
and the heart of his hearers. His 
orations, whether extemporaneous or 
prepared — ^his written messages to the 
states-general, to the provincial autho- 
rities, to the municipal bodies — his 
private corre^ndence with men of 
all ranks, from emperors and kings 
down to secretaries, and even children 
— aU shew an easy flow of language, a 
fulness of thought, a power of expres- 
sion rare in ^t age, a fund of his- 
toric al allusion, a considerable power 
fiPBiiagination, a warmth of sentiment, 
a breadth of view, a directness of pnr- 
psse—a range of qualities, in shorty 
which would in themselves have 
stamped him as one of Uie master- 
gtSidB of his century, had there been 
DO other monument to his memory 
than the remains of hi^ spoken or 
written eloquence. The bulk of bis 
performimces in this dppartment was 
prodigious. Hot even Philip was more 
industrious in the cabinet. Not even 
GranveUe held a more facile pen. He 
wrote and spoke * equ^y well in 
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French, German, or Memiah; and he 
possessed, besid^, Spanish, Italian, 
Latin. The weight of his correspon- 
dence alor^ would have almost sufficed 
for the common industry of a lifetime, 
and although many volumes of his 
speeches and letters have been pub- 
lished, there remain in the various 
archives of the Netherlands and Ger- 
many many documents from his hand 
which will probably never see the 
light. If the capacity for unremitted 
intellectual labour in an honouralila 
cause be the measure of human great- 
ness, few minds could be compo^ to 
the “large composition" of this man. 
The efforts made to destroy the 
Netherlands by the most labarious 
and painstaking of tyrants were coun- 
teracted by the industry of the moat 
indefatigable of patriots. 

Thus his eloquence, oral or written, 
gave him almost boundless powjr over 
his countrymem He possessed, also, a 
rare perception of human character, 
together with an iron memory which 
never lost a face, a place, or an event, 
once seen or known. He read the 
minds, even the faces of mei^ like 
printed books. No man could over- 
reach him, excepting only those to 
whom he gave hu heart. He might 
be mistaken where he had confidra, 
never where he had been distrustful 
or indifferent. He was deceived by 
Benneberg, by his brother-in-law Van 
den Berg, by the Duke of Anjou. Bad 
it been possible for his brother Louis 
or hiB toother John to have proved 
false, he might have been deceived 
by them. He was never outwitted 
by Philip, or GranveUe, or Don John, 
or Alexander of Parma. Anna oi 
Saxony was false to him, and entered 
into correspondence witii the royal 
governors and with the King of Spaing 
Charlotte of Bourbon or Louisa de 
Coligny might have done the same 
had it been possible for their natures 
also to descend to such depths oi 
guile. 

As for t|js Aerschote^ the Havrda, 
the Chhnay^ he was never influenced 
either by their blandishments or their 
plots. He was willing to use them 
when their interestmadethemfrie^y, 
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ar to lOXish them when their intriguea 
against his policw rendered them dan- 
gerona The adroitness with which I 
he converted thdr schemes in behaii I 
of Matthias, of Don John, of Anjoo, i 
into so many additional weapons for 
bis own cause, can never be too often 
studied. It is instmctive to observe 
the wiles of the Macchiavelian school 
employed by a master of the craft, to 
frastrate, not to advance, a knavish 
purpose. This character, in a great 
measure, marked bis whole policy. 
He was profoundly skilled in the 
subtleties Italian statesmanship, 
which he had learned as a youth at 
the Imperial court, and which he 
employed in his manhood in the 
service, not of iyranny, but of liber^. 
He fought the Inquisition with its 
own weapons. He dealt with Philip 
on his own ground. He excavated 
the euth beneath the King's feet by 
a mor* subtle process than that prac- 
tised by the most fraudulent monarch 
that ever governed the Spanish empire, 
and Philip, chain-mailed as he was in 
complicated wiles, was pierced to the 
quick by a keener poii (7 than his 
own. 

Ten years long the King placed 
daily his moat secret letters in hands 
which regulaily transmitted copies of 
the correspondence to the Prince of 
Orange, together with a key to the 
dphera and every other hlustration 
which might be required.^ Thus the 
secrets of the King were always as 
well known to Orange as to hh^elf; 
and the Prince being as prompt as 
Philip was hesitating, the schemes 
could often be frustrate before tiieir 
execution had been commenced. The 
cmne of the unfortunate derk, John 
de Castillo, was discovered in the 
autumn of the year 1S81, and he was 
tom to pieces by four horses.’ Perhaps 
his treason to the monarch whose 
bread he was eating, while he recdved 
a regular salary from the King’s most 


determined foe, deserved even this 
horrible punishment, but casuists must 
determine how mui^ guilt attaches to 
the Prince for his sham in the trans- 
action. This history is not the eulogy 
of Orange, although, in discussing his 
character, it is difficult to avoid the 
monotony of panegyric. Judged by a 
severe moral standard, it <£^ot bi 
called virtuous or honourable to suboni 
treachery or any other crime, even to 
accompliJBh a lofty purpose ; yet the 
universal practice of mankind in all 
ages has tolerated the artifices of war, 
and no people has ever engaged in a 
holier or more mortal contest than 
did the Netherlands in their great 
struggle with Spain. Orange possessed 
the rare quality of caution, a chamc- 
teiistio by which he was distinguished 
from his youth. At fifteen he was the 
confidential counsellor, as at twetty- 
one he became the general-m-chief, to 
the most pohtic, as well as the most 
warlike potentate of his age; and if 
he at times indulged in wiles which 
modem statesmanship, even while it 
practises, condemns, he ever held in 
his hand the clue of an honourable 
purpose to guide him through the 
tortuous labyrinth. 

It is difficult to find any other 
eharaoteristic deserving of gi'avo can 
sure, but his enemies have adopted a 
simpler process. They havo been able 
to ffiid few flaws in his nature, and 
therefore have denounced it in gross. 
It is not that his character was here 
and there defective, but that the 
eternal jewel was false. The patnotism 
was counterfeit; the self-abnegation 
aud the generosity wra counterfeit. 
He was governed only by ambitiqny 
by a desire of personal advaneeme A 
They never attempted ?o deny his 
I talents, his indust^, his vast sacri- 
fices of wealth and station; but they 
ridiculed the idea that he could hive 
been inspired by any but unwortby" 
motives.' God alone knows the heart 
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ut mazL He alone can unweave tJlie 
tangled skein of kuman motiyesj and 
detect the hidden spiinga of human 
action, hut as far as can be judged b; 
a earful observation of undiluted 
f^ts, and by a diligent collation of 
pubhe and pnvste documents, it would 
seem that no man — not even Washing’ 
ton — has mer been inspired by a purer 
patriotism. At any rate, the <marge 
of ambition and se&’Seek^ can only 
be answered by a reference to the 
whole picture which these volumes 
have attempted to portray. The 
words, the deeds of the man are there. 
As much as possible^ bis inmost soul 
is revealed m his confidential letters, 
and he who looks in a right spirit 
will* hardly fail to find what he de* 
sues. 

Whether originally of a timid tern* 
per^ynent or not, he was certainly pos- 
sessed of perfect cotnage at last. In 
siege and battle — in the deadly air of 

E eatilential cities — in the long ex- 
austion of mind and body which 
comes from unduly protracted labour 
and anxiety — amid the countless con- 


spiracieB oi assassin^he was daily 
exposed to death in every mape. 
Within two yeais, five different at- 
tempts against his life had been difr 
covered. Rank and fortune were of- 
fered to any malefactor who would 
compass the muider. He had already 
been shot through the head, and almost 
mortally wounded. Under such oir- 
oumstances even a brave man might 
have seen a pitfall at every step, a 
dagger in every and poison in 

every oup. On the contrary, ha was 
ever diieerful, and hardly took moro 
precaution than usnah God in £fi8 
mercy,'' said he, with unaffected om- 
plicity, ''will mft.mta.ip my innocence 
and my honour during my life and in 
future ages. Aa to my fortune and 
my life, 1 have dedicated both, long 
since, to His service. He will do there- 
with what pleases Him for His glory 
and my salvation."^ Thus his sus- 
pimona were not even excited by the 
ominous face of Gdrard, when ffie first 
presented at the dini^room 

door. The Prince laughed off his wife’s 
prophetic apprehension at the sight of 
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end 1 (picity " Tbe qualification seems 
BufiiucQt^ absvud to those who have oven 
supc^ci^y studied tlM life of WiUiatn the 
Siirab Of ooune, the succeasive obongea of 
religion by the Fnnce are aaonbed to mo- 
tives of mterest'-^Videsi vanare di Beiu 
gioUe aecondo che vano d’mtorean Pa £an- 
ciuUo 20 Gfci m uiia fu Luterana Pasaatn lu 
I'londni moiitrossi Cattolico A1 pmcipio 
dcUa nvolte ei dichiora fautore deUo cuove 
bctte ua non professore mainfesto d'alcuna; 
feuiclie finolmente gh parve di eeguitar qu<d^ 
de' Calvinisbi, come la pifi contrana di tutts 
bIU Religioue Cattohea sostenuta dal R€ di 
hpagua "-^Guorra di Fiandra, p 2, 1 u. 
27C ) The Cardinal does ttoc add that the 
conversion of the Prince to the Reformed 
religion was a# the blach:c&t hour of the 
Cabrera]8coolerandcoarear» 
to him the Frmco was a mera 
jinposfcor. Tift Emperor even had beeuotten 
cvitioned as to lus ihvounWe anogancs, 
deceit and uigrabitude. andwuned thattha 
Prince was “a fox who would oat up all hia 
chickens '* While ackno^^ledgmg 
ho ** could talk well of public afiUirs,^* 
and that he “entertained tho ambassadors 
and nobility with splendour and migm- 
ficence," the hartofian proclaipae him, liow- 
ever if faithless and mendacious, a fl'itterer 
and a cheat.”— (Cabi era, v. 233 ) We have 
B0 f»T> thatTossis accused tho Prince of poison- 
ing Count Bosbu with oysters, and that 
fitrada bod a long stoiy of his attending tbe 
deathbed oAhatnoblcminiUi order to sneer 


at tbe Tiaticiim. We have also seen the 
simple and heartfelt regret which the Prince 
expressed m bis pnvdfe letters for Boasu's 
d e ath and the solid service which be ren- 
dered to him in hfe. Of felse acouaatUms of 
thiB nature there was no md. One of the 
most atrocious has been recent^ resusci- 
tated A certain Ciinstophe de Holstem ac 
cused the Pnuce in 1578 of havuginstigatod 
him to murder Buke Ena of Brunswick. 
Ihe assassin undertook the job, but seems 
to have beon deterred by a mystcoioua bleed- 
ing at lus nose feom proceeding with the 
business. As this reroectable witness by 
Ilia Qwn confession, had murdered bis own 
brother for money, and two merchants be- 
sides, hiiH moreover been concerned in the 
kd lm j or plundonng of a ** curate, a monk, 
an/1 two hermits,” and had been all hia life 
a professional h^hwi^man and assassin, it 
seems baldly worth while to discuss his 
statements. Probably a thousand such ca- 
lumnies were circulated at difibrent tunes 
against tbe Frmce. Tet the testimony of 
this wretched malefactor is gravdy repro- 
duced, at the oxpiiation of near tt^e pra- 
tuiies^ as if it wereadmiBBiblo many healthy 
court of lustoncal jusbee Truly says tlio 
adage; ^^Calorcnien toijjotirs, rl oa lesfeeri 
Queique chose Sue Comptc Rendu do la 
Com. Roy. d'Jhst , tom. xi , Bruxelles, 1S46. 
Notice aur lA aveux de Chr. de Holsteu^ 
eto., etc , par lo D'. Coiemans, pp. I<hl8. 

1 Apologio, p 133. 


Jrii Awderar, vas as oitaEsfslas | fimicfieK&is'iraieveBcitBmcdlt^iiU- 
nwul'to'lite last. hHa, irbs AonolS xeA egmifsdisttl ins 

Saftaasesse^ ^ladaTri 'lilis I |UIqbq^;, unr sjpjfibujil. 

heaflMM jlliiiamire|;Jtv»T asBmjd -tiliie gteat- >]£ ^JlhaB :Qke 
aatsoEKi— tbt snimd ntmdm its soicad Sa vest 3ii3e >»»npnrT»g 

bojif, Bss -jmTratal -inaii>' via sfier lind cif a ^kk^U's wmnn m Lu 
4es£h f ntsDid <1 lieirC d vLuci a 1 <og Jala tiaiaJSea and2i a ■milmg &Be. Hueu 
lSL^bihaie'be*£im£t£>retrTli!ia,sc(tr xtaioe vas iUrt vorS np^ las Igw, 

^Wrl^J^Mlwlfluy J>ai WVi-l^-h <gvlirl-?*<<9 ■ MTO KTmjjle. JirTTrUTmiCBlTP^ tttHIi 
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Ulsie, Uie ^gHenanee at irhidi, m n » sL tjg vln .h ra1 .ttit t i l ild 
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joeoasDets arag partly nitoral, partlT ' tii“y v^rg dCti-et m-if rn'i-j" 
latentioDaL In ibe daiieet bma of i rahtn'njoa, to look fcr Agliifg 
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ArcKAZik ^ieaiedbeNraee VjuTwet JftniA 
as.d ocstiedaated ICdtlLtjiml xittieas 
isiCi6w SS£; oi ISid^ Orti ltcr« ltr>. be- 
Iweeia Sac^o dATjiL& an£ O. 1 U 13 . ubix- 
SteTTU iCSS. 

AAdJhss^ Tovtl, &»*iced ir Aim AA«r 
fall cf HsliUcs, fl-* 

A 1t".j3i. Tl,, uliJLcncesttiteBi^imds cE 

litiBr 41 

Aer<&].>% J^akc CiC, Ills 1ibi& and cuaoaetar, 
53. q;iiirT«i3» ^th Bgmrtr.t-, r^iunes 
^ ; ».l.a^£^faiQ£cGnaic]le. 3S3 ;ap> 
ji^taxed U«.TcnMjrif tbe ci^ael of Asit* 
-isTrip, after its er&^ttatzt.iD by S^isausb. 
tioups, £74 ; sdfislne^ ti lua ditfa^tar 
fOid XQDRTeBi ik ; is ^trusted by a21 
Janies, v5. ; oalh of sUejisaco &dmiiiia> 
ttttdfokumbyXsooidJ'i, iSl; fdae* 
luaa, botb tu &in jtdazi and Temoe of 
C!r«i^«; ^ ; ad&imf Don John that 
Tiinco of Otajoge iotoed^dn^a iorcihle 
aelnre of bia person^ tb. ; grres Ozanga 
private information cacoerain^ die go* 
Temment, and aends hhn mtcrcepted 
letters ids inemitE, £95 ; deseru 
IknJobii, andmaleBUptoOnngea^zn, 
aster fulnre of the fonner’a plan againat 
Antwerp dtiadeUtU^ headaCtbacihal 
to bems Atobduke of Ausnia to Sether' 
landA 727; diaoonUnt orpeasdo with. his 
aiqpaantaaeait as Governor <k Finders, 
; hla entry into Gbent as Goremor of 
Pldzuiers. ib. ; EU'-rsotuns cnbitamod cf 
iim bjlieformot P'^^tLert:, iC. : ca^' 
tulstcs to inaGrg<.iits Jf Gteut, 731 ; is 
taken pilacner by tbem, t5 
lav.!, Don Frastis de, forged letter fnmt, 
1 1 Jlargaret of Farma. 301 ; report to 
Pbibp on state of NethWlands and con- 
duct of Alva, 461 

Ideeonde, St FniUp de VnmiTi lord 04 
'tsid to be the auchcr of the compromiae, 
£42 ; ^ clAractoT anl attninmenta, M : 
address to congreas of Dort, in behalf of 
'Prince of Orange, 478; despstebed to 
BarlemdDy Prmco of Orange, to tna^ a 
thcirou;;^ change in budy cd mufistracy. 
503 ; bis life sa> ed by npturc of Spanish 
Admiral Bossu, £36 ; is lUeased from 
prison, snddee^tchod on secret misaon 
to Orange and tho estates, 5S3 , report 
of estates in answer to his propc«iticins, 
5&4 ; IS sent as ehief of a imssioo to Queen 
Flisabeth of En glan d, to nffer to ber the 
:MTerei 0 it 7 of UoUmd ana Zealand, 604; 
leres 'nltbout having effected 

his fbrpoBe, 605; lay; before estates 
meagre result of hii mission, 600, his 
despair at religviiis toleranoa of Prinoe 
ofOnufto, 6S7. 


AbsMWSx DnkeoE and Aa^envIi^ilKaaeof 
Ostbolie Xdhezland nebQea vfith, 
luschaancter and caieer, 79$: v«i^ 0 Ba 
wiOi Piinee of Onmgek 736; oSspaddiDa 
carRQs to ^tatos-gieiMsal of X^UietbBda 
and 10 Orange, to ofDr aa^sItMuea after 
baxtlc of GaiAdiiiir&, 757; engtgemeDta 
enteced into beitwoea hm atfl stahea- 
guieral of XetSuafasda, 738; dj^ntnra 
Inam KettieriaadA exmanga of 

cenrie^ vuilh eetiim, 1S1; FoBey 
ekettng for eoTcctsgn w 
LmdA 8IS; to be pht tobBi 

power, 850; anivee in yrthaHanrts ia 
15S1, at the headof ftvathonsatfd treoj^ 
eSif; departs for &;gUnd,A.; apodal 
miftarm foom estates proeoBdJ to Bng- 
loni (o make sRangements fo^ his for- 
ms! instaliaJth n iiis sorerrisi of Kether- 
lands, 8^; TenuiQB to ^fethnil^dA ais 
cesnpamed by a nnm'ber of Wnglish gm- 
Uemen, 85S; ts leeeivcd atFlueluiig by 
Orange mid dcputatioai ftom aMeageoi^ 
nhvfiL; hispetaonala|iFaaxaiicCi,ih.; hit 
chaiader eapaetbea, ih ; Oeremony 
uf Ins inauguration, 8M > pruetesiim e»< 
eoitmg IdmtoAntwop, ih.; ttsrirexa. 
ceptieiL wtthin the cni^, 6&5i> pRhabs* 
titma against Oitbolio wesah^ r^aed, 
B56; oansUtnlion edgnedbybiitiatBor- 
deaux, 357 ; is auspocled of eom^ltefty ^ 
attonptM asBsasinatitA of Qrshga, 86$; 
is formally accepted as Duke of Queldiea 
and Lord of JVicsIftnd, 858 ; s^ihcme to 
puiBon ,Lim and Orange ib, ; c^moniea 
ofbis leceptionatOhenbintarziiptodby 
anatteck on his trom byPazt^ 809; 
fiiat wbisperinga of treason against 
Orange and against the states, th. ; plot 
for sszuig the most important e^foa by 
surpnac, and making himBflf abeoluto 
master, i6 , ihilure of the plot at firuges^ 
S70 ; mend^oQS asaeveiathms used to 
allay suqueions of his plot agahut Ant* 
wezp, 871; attempt upon the oi^, A < 
total foilnre^ $73 S indignation of ftenoh 
noblenien in hU auxta at his tzbachezy, 

874, cauaesofhis defeat at Antvferp,i&L; 

efithmtezy evinced in subsequebt com- 

inunicationa with Oau^ aAd with 
magistracy of Antworp^ ; doclaraa 
attempt upon Antweip to hava quite 

unoxpocted by hipi, 877; ^oira at re- 
coucuiatum, tb. : intngues with agents 
of Panna, 879 ; proTisiGoal accord sgned 
between m m and princes, 20th and 
£8tu hftfteh, 8S2; leavoa Mi^herlanda 
never to retnira, tb. ; ontera into Renewed 
nc^tetiatians witlK stetes-genend, 887; xe 
taken ill and diev^ i6>» 



AlkmfeVf eiby ot, its aituaUcn, 521 , u in- 
Tested by Doa Frederic dc Tolecb, ib ; 
henno repulna of tke assault 923, 
raismg of the siege, 526 
41va, Ftrdinaodo Aly'irez de Toledo Duke 
etumty to Buy Gomez, ''7 , <it first 
not b^ored by Philip II ib eclipsed 
by Buy Gomez ib , btL to bi. hcsi- 
tatmg end timid ib , uia cunauefe of 
Itolian campaign S5 signs trccity of 
peace vitli Pope Paul IV , SO, negotuites 
mtb. igigg of eianca a si^eme for extir- 
mtion ot Frotestmitism, 123, advises 
P hilip to dissemble ‘with Ncthcrlaud 
nobles, <6 ; his advice to Philip about 
Qranvelle^a disDussal, 206, aecompauiM 
QueoL of Spam to Bayonco to meet 
Gatheima do M^dici, 264 instructed by 
Philip to promote in eveiy way plan for 
simultaneous destruefaon of heretics m 
p^nnee and in Spanish domiiuons, tb , 
di^matic talent revealed m the letters 
Bayonne, tb , proposes socr« t 
league against Protestants tb , dc 
spatc^ed from Uadnd ^ith t Spanish, 
army to crush the remauuug liberties of 
Netherlands, 320, his suitableness for 
task, aasigned to him m Netherlands, 
836 , his great military attamments tb , 
hia descent, education, and early career, 
tb , dhise of his hatred toLgmont 368, 
bis character md manners tb bis per> 
sonal appoardZice 330, exquisitenesb of 
the army v.ich which he pioceeded to 
Netherlands, tb , commandero of this ^ 
anny ib , embarks at Oarthagcoa on i 
lOth May, 340 , order of march of his I 
army, tb , anmes of observation hovci 
mg on his fianko, to , encami s withm 
N^berlond terntorv vithout ha /mg cu 
countered ant opposition tb In'* con 
tempt ^or R''gcntand peu| 1 , 641 beg ns 
to receive trembling welcomes from 
ciUes and authorities, tb ; his first meet 
mg 'With Eginont, tb ; hu leception b^ 
Margaret of Pol ma, 343, circular lettert 
from the Kmg and tbo Regent comm'm I 
unconditional submission to his oidcrs, 
lb , distributes tua troops thr ugh the 
principal cities and demand's the le>s 
oi them, 346 , purpose for '\%bich he w'ts 
despatched to Netherlaud'- tb , tica 
eberous proceedin{,s to entrap Iloni 
345; informs Phdip ot 6uoce><i of bi» 
plan, 848 , ostablishcb Council otlioubics, 
853 , IS assisted in the choice < f members 
by Yiglius 354, his zcduu<t attend uico 
in Council of Txoublos or Bloo 1 Council 
856; is apx>omted Govcrnoi Gonertl of 
Netherlands 8a9 , propositions mode to 
him by 1 rench court, 360 , desp itches an 
aiucihsry force to France «b , Ins plan 
for Boizmg the person oi tbo C >unt de 
fioren, son of the Prince of Oiaugc 866 , 
fhtooious reply to ma^psti icy Oi Vntwerp 
when Bolic tmg merc> for imprisoned 
utizens, 354, hia reply to aiiiKiUs m 
favour of Lgmont ind H jH, SoS, first 
measuTo taken agpimsb patnot arraj , 878 , 
^8 wn^ it loss of battle of Holy Iiif n, 
^ . atrocious meoburos ag'unst uobWs 


tiken in consequmoc, i6 , his cruelfy 
ambiguous answer to Countess of £g. 
mont. 386 mcreased hatted of him in 
consequence of execution of Egmimt and 
Hotn, 802, measares token to a>eDga 
the defeat of Aromberg, 393, routs 
Nassau ntir Grunmgen, 394, defeats 
him again at Jemmingen, 896, deshoys 
Nassau’s anny near Bolwaort Abbey, 
397 , returns to Utrecht ani l)Lhcads an 
« 1 1 woman, 809 repoiib to Brnsseb and 
recommences his persecutions agamst 
citizens, 406, ms plans of c'lmpugn 
against William of Orange, 41 , luci 
dents of the campaign 413 returns in 
triumph to Brusbols after discomfiture 
cf William of Orange, 418, causesmonu 
mctib to bb erected to himself, 419, 
quurcl uitb Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
ird 1.0 seveie mcobures agunst Eng- 
lish subjects tb , continuation of abo- 
ciou-) Tt.hgious poi^ecution**, ib , signal 
marks of the Pope’s ‘ipprobation of his 
prucbcuingb 427, new scheme of taxa 
turn lud before provincial estates of 
Brussels, 4^ , atiucious means used for 
enforcing new B>Btem of taxation 430, 
begs to be recalled fiom Netherloudb, 
436 piodoima an amnesty, 434 re 
newed coutention** with estates of Neth- 
erlands on the subject oi taxes 4 d 1 
8s mptoms of declming powo'* 4o2 , lua 
opinion of scheme against Queea of Eng 
land, 455 , prudonti il and arliul remou 
strances ag<unst Phil p’s instructioaB, 
tb , sends SAsasions to England to at 
tempt the life of the Queen, 456, bis 
buctts^or in Netherlands appointed 457, 
protcstati us of love tor Ncthulands 
453, iiitcivicw \Mth Vla>a at Brussels 
4GU , open rsvoU i„ i ist bib ni..wtax 
4ol, hi»iig at rapid uti sucLo-blulic. 
>olt of vaiious piovinces and cities 474 , 
despatches his son to 1 ly siege to Mens 
475, consents to abolish t^ of tenth 
penny on condition of a yearly supplv 
horn eaUtes 476, congi itulates Pmhp 
on back of 'MkChlin, oideied by himself, 
424, blab|hcmous account of atrocious 
proceedings igainst Naaiden, Sol, reli 
tion> Mih Mcdiui Cceli 519, attempts 
to w 111 batk tho allegiance ot cAhci ciUes 
after tho till of Harlem ib , Ictteis to 
m ilip on tho subject of Mkma ir, 521 , 
suspicions agamst Ivuig of Franco 5 ^ 
bis position in Nethoilinds m 157,^ aiuT 
relations with various in livKAiaU there, 
56C, surreptitious departure from Am- 
sterdam, 537, hnal deputure from 
Notbcrliuds, 538 xiumbi.r ut peraoiii 
executed in Nctheilaiids durmg his 
government tb , close of his career ib ^ 
letiobpective view of his great military 
talents, 639, hia iguoiauce and want of 
skill as a finencici, 540 , his character as 
an administrator of civil and ludhaal 
'iflairs, 54Z , parting advice on Jcaviiig 
NotherHu la 94 \ his mconcoivable 
cruelty tb , Mudication of the view 
given ot his chuiacter, 54J, in note 
Amncbtj, proclaimed at Autwe^ in 1570 



4M; iz]| LUbSduaduUon 

with. 4i>u; pubiiehed 1574, 122, effect 
proauccd by it, t6. 

Amsterdam, its oritical poaiiioiL during 
fiiogo of B^leup, 508 ; refused to a<dcuow- 
ledge the authority of Piuiea of OrsuM, 
747, V.U 10 US schemes set on foot hy 
estates ot the pi uncces to gam the city, 
t5 ; treaiv cl '^Satisfacttozk” &t length 
estabUs^d, t 6 ; ^ot for placing city tu 
the hou^ of Don John by aid of Sii’cdiAh 
ships, 751 ; muhicipftl revolutioa in, <6 ; 
mmdeute ot p<^ul^ movement, 7oi 
Anabapti&ts, weir excesses 40 ; pciACCU- 
iion of, 4J. 

Anastro, Gaspatd d\ a Spanish mcFchant 
of Antwerp, saved from bankruptcy by 
Philip 11 on condition of aasasunatuig 
Piinceof Oiauge, 650. 

Vntwerp, city of, its commercdal greatness, 
44 ; (origin of its name and escutcheon, 
ib, ; it:» great commm^l houses, «6. ; 

ciiic institutions, i5 ; state of schools, 
40, goiycoua pageantries m honour of 
Pblhp II , 71 ; rojoicmgs at supposed 
birth uf heir o! Philip aud Mary, 7J » on 
uccau^.n ^ truce of YauceUea, 80, k- 
jfllcuigb at conclusion of peace of Gateau 
Comhiesid, IJG; popular outbreak at, on 
occasion of cxecuuon of Ohiistopher 
South, 220; chccta of republication of 
edicts and coaoiis of l^nt on prosperity 
of aty, SS7; enthuslastlo recoption of 
Wilham of Orange m 1560, 269 ; tumult 
Lt, in cousequence of defeat of sectarian 
mice at O^itiavcU, 817; submits to 
c(.ivoagxui»on, 326; huildingof citodel 
ut', 861; dosciiption of citadel, «0 ; ma* 
giatiucy of Antwerp solicit mercy for im> 
piisoncd citiMns, 864; proclamation of 
amnes^ at, iu 1S70, 434 , scozed by muh< 
nous Spanish troops, 568 ; engagements 
entered into by cibzenbtondthomselves 
of uiutiiiLei'N 665, is again menaced 1^ 
liu, bpau dh liiutiucois, bol ; its flourish* 
111 ,;' btacc in tho uiidbt of gcueiol dcsola- 
tiuxi, i6. ; measures of defence, G32, oon- 
fuiicd cuuiicilb, OdJ ; zeal o£ citizens of all 
r^Oiks in defence ol city, 034 , fiist canuon- 
.lue fiom the citadel, i6 , exertions of 
CJiiimiugny, tit ; the morning before 
1 he attack, 635 ; the attack, 6J8 ; mei- 
dents of the sti ugglo, 037 ; destruction 
of the city, # ; honiblo massacre, 638; 
atrocious acts committed by 8paxu«>h sol- 
'niery to cxtoit gold from citizens, «fl. , 
dreadful 4t)cctaclo pie^oiitcd bythocity 
I attoi the mosbacie and pillage, 641; specu* 
* lations of victo]£<, tb. , statistics of the 
sLuu, 643; negotiations with Crminan 
faroops aitei scizuio of citadil by Do 
^ouis, 708; flight of meicenaiics, 716; 
abortive ittcmpt made by Duke of Aj^ou 
to bcizo the city, 871 ; inudeuts of btnig- 
glo bctNiccu burghers and followers of 
Duke of .Injou, 872 ; defence of thoir 
conduct published by the authontics of 
the ci^, ScO • 

intwcrp, citadel of, plots and counterplots 
for obtaming possebsion of, 70S ; eveut- 
lully gaiTiedfor estates, »6 ; rased to the 


on side towards city, 710 #popu- 
2ar fliry (gainst statue of Alia, id. 

Apology of Fnnce of Orange in reply to 
Ban of King of Spain, 384. 

Architecture otKethexhmds, 278; destroo* 
tion of architectural monuments by 
image-breakera, 274; cathcdnl of Ant- 
werp, zb 

Aremboig and Uegben despatched with a 
Spanish force against Louis of Kassau, 
370, mccls Nasaiu near the monastery 
of the Holy Lion, 381 ; is defeated, 883 ; 
his death, tb. 

Aristocracy, ^ometcr of, at coiumencemeut 
of Itegciicyof Margaret of Parma, 129; 
views entM±ained by, with regard to tho 
Church, 181. 

Aimonteros, fi^omas de, despatched!^ Re- 
gent to Spain, 196 ; hia oharaoter, 45. ; 
his instructions, tb ; hia first mtexvlew 
with Pluhp, 197 ; hit> cupidity and vena- 
lity, 217 ; his coMdentim intimacy with 
Regent, zb 

Army, rate of payment in Netherlands, 
606 

Arras, intrigues at, to weaken the allegi- 
ance of Artois and other Walloon pro- 
vmccs to patriot cause, 785 ; municipal 
revolution affected G^on, 780 ; 
counter-revolution, 767. . 

Arsens, Pierre, president of Artois^memo- 
riaUaes iJva in Civour of Egmon^ 375. 

Artois, e&tatos o^ their addicbs to Philip 
11 on hiB deps^ure from Netherlands, 
111 . 

Austria, Don John of, his romantic cntiy 
into Netherlands, 647; his birth, 04B; 
early education, 649 ; theatneal disclosure 
of his imperial descent, 650 ; enmity be- 
tween him and Don Carlos, 651 ; hia cam- 
paigns against tho Sfoors and the Turks, 
tb ; batueotLepsnto, 052; Bpreadofhia 
Cimo, 658; disobedience to PhiUp, 054; 
his plons upon Mary Stunrt and tbo kmg- 
dems of Enghiud jnd Scothuid, lA , is 
ipX>oi»tcd Goveraor-Geuoral of tbo Ne- 
therlands, tb , stops at Pans on lus way 
to Netherlands and becomes enamoured 
of Queen of Navarre, t6.; his personal 
beauty, 655; comparison between him 
and Wilham of Orangey tb ; inatructiona 
furmehed to him by Philip, 656: flalse 
position in which he was placed in Ne- 
tborlands, tb ; citizens of Namur forbid- 
den to take oath of allegiance to him 
tmtil he has complied 'with prohminory 
demands of estates, 658 ; fiist interview 
'With oatates-gcueral at Lu'^embu]^, 669 ; 
demands made by deputies, tb ; reply 
to them, tb. ; new discussions with 
piitiaa firom estates at Huy, 663 ; freedom 
of tone used by deputies, «b^; his leply 
to three gueations put by deputfss, «b . ; 
declares ms intention not 'to maintain 
Treaty of Ghent, 663 ; altercations with 
deputies, tb ; concessions offered byhim, 
tb , vbtui^y accedes to Pooiflcation of 
Ghent, 6t>P,‘ desires and endeavours to 
concihate Prmce of Orange^ 668; bio 
views as to position held by Orange in 
eatimatton of Netherland pec^loi 668; 
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lepftM to ZiOUTata, BTi ; lua affiibiUty «&d 
|K%niUr«ty, i& ; intorc^es with Phihp 
m &vour of commaTKiera of Spaniah 
troopawithdiaw&.&ODiKetherlandiat 673, 
hi8 triumphal entranco into BniaaelB, 
676 ; hla hatred of Netherlands^ xb , his 
corespcnidence with, and betnyal hy, 
Automo f eTCz» 676 letters to Philip on 
hispositiou in Netherlands, 677; on re- 
lations wtth Nnglsnd, t6 ; letters to 
Perea on some subjects, 679, further 
oommuxdcations to Philip on toe same 
Bulyects* 684; makes new advances to 
Onag^ 686, issues edict cmnmanding 
stnct enforcemoat of Canons of Tren^ 
698, his mtngucs with German troops 
in Netherlands, 694 , constant fears of 
capture or assassination, t6 , fliea from 
Brasses to Heohlin. tb , is informed by 
Aerachot that Pnnce of Omuge is plan- 
ning a violent seizure of his person, ib , 
repairs to Namur to greet the Queen 
Navarre, 697, ehivolroua reception given 
to Queen of Navnnc, 6dS, treacherous 
seizure of Castle of Namur, 699 , plan for 
seizure of citadel of Antwerp, 700 , reit- 
erated complamta to estates of conspi 
ncies against his life. 706, demands that 
soldiera and eitissxis throughout Brib^i 
shall^ disarmed, 707 , and that a list of 
persons qualified to sit in general as 
sembiy shsil be submitted to him for 
elimination, i6 , reqmres that estates 
Bhall cease to hold commuzucation with 
Pnnce of Orange if he does not fulfil 
Treaty of Ghent, tb , requests to bo pro 
vided with a body guard, ib , reply of 
estates to these demands, tb , his secret 
practices discovered by interceptiou of 
his letters, tb , furious compfunts of 
mtnguss of Orange, 70S, result of ius 
projects on Autweip Castle, ib , rigo at 
toilure of lua plan on Antwcip citadel, 
710, extraordinary demands addressed 
him to estates in letter of 7th of 
August lo77, tb f letter to Cmpre^s 
dowser his sister, characterising the 
Netherlands oa a bad people, and the 
Pnnce of Orange as a perverse and heretic 
tyrant, 712 , his courtiers begin to desert 
mm, 713, letter to estates, dated 13^ 
August 1677. expressive of his extreme 
doura for paaco tb , roply of estates to 
this letter, mtunatmgtbat hia intarcopted 
letteis proved him unworthy of theu con 
fidcnce, tb , arrangement with Ayamonto 
and Idiaqucz £bi return of Spanish troops 
to Flanders, 714 , increa&ing bluntneu 
of tone assumed by estates in tliGii cm* 
respondence him, 716, categorical 
otmditioDS of reconcilution stipulated by 
estates, lb , attempted justincation of 
hiB own conduct m reply to estates, 7l6 , 
requests a formal conference with estates, 
occompanxedby on ea.chango of hostoges, 
xb , ncwandhaider conditions imposed 
m him by estates aftei aii^al iff Fiinco 
mOrango in Biussels, 721 , bis cxtiomo 
tefligqatiop it these pioposols, »6 , leaves 
5®** Luxemburg aftci having de 

•patcueda final communication to c..iatts. 


722: mtrigues with l>uke of Guise, 768; 
declared by estates general an enemy of 
the counlay, 788 ; letter to Emperor of 
Germany urging him to adopt the cause 
of Bpamah Government in Netherlands, 
739, threat uttered in mterview with 
Engli^ envoy, Leytim, 741 , collects an 
army at Luxemburg, tb ; change In hia 
appearance, tb ; issues a proi^iuatton 
m fVench German, and Fldikush, tb , 
military advantages possessed by him, 
tb , pnvil^es eonfeircd on him by the 
Pope, 742, towns token by him alter 
battle of G^hlours, and att ocitiea com- 
mitted, 746, louparations for now com 
poign 760; unsuccessful eSbrts to rouse 
^6 Kmg to a more decisive policy, tb ; 
issues maiufe>>to dissolving estat^ ge- 
naial and provincial, 751 , renewed at- 
tempts at conciliation with estates, 768 ; 
oonvention suhzmttod to him by states 
gt,neral, 7.>9, is rejected b> him as mi- 
quitoue, 760 , forced to inactivity m^ia 
fortified camp of Bouge gives himself 
up to despondency, 764 , melancholy 
letter to Andrew Dona, tb « idem to 
Pedro Mendoza, tb , tdm to Philip ttl , 
tb , feeling death approaching, appoints 
Alevander Famese to be his succesBor, 
765, hia death supposed to be occasioned 
by poison, tb , his funeral ntes 766 , 
mode m which his body was trau&purtod 
through Fiance to Spam, TOT, piesontar 
tioci ol tho corpse to Phihp, io , retro* 
spective view of his character and capa* 
oiUcs, lb 

Austria, Hazunilion o^ mames Mary of 
Buiguody, 29, his crafty policy, tb , 
Goveruor of the Notherluids during mt 
I onty of biB children 29 , is t iken pri 
Koner b\ tUo citi/eni of BiUf.os tb , ii 
icleased b> the other citatos, tb , swears 
to the treaty vnth the Flemings, tb , 
succeeds to the impenol throni^ 39 , m 
tijgues to be elected Pope 39 
Austoi, House of, accession of 29, ob 
toms absolute dominion over Flanders 
ai d other provinces 29 
Austiio, Matthias, Archduke of, invited to 
Brusbols by Catholic nobles, 7^ , escafRa 
Bccictly fiom Vienna and repaira to Nc 
thorlauds, 724, opposition of Queen of 
Lngland to bis nommatigp, 7-*> » is re* 
eeived at Antwerp by Oran^, tb , is ae 
cepted 08 Goveruor GcDcral of Noth# 
lands, 730 , bmitahon of hip power c 
such, lb , 01 tides forming basis on whic 
be was accepted, ib , ceremony of hi 
maugui&tion 737, summons meeting < 
estates at Antwci p torcmon&tiatc agoini 
negotiations mth Arjou, 832, depaf^ 
from Netherlands, 847, insignificance c 
port played by him there 848 
AutO'da'14 on ictum of Philip II to Span 
114 , dcscn^ion of ceiemomals observe 
at, 166 • 

Avila Don Sanche d*, successful c^eration 
against Louis of Nassau at Mocstnchi 
650 defeats Louis m bittl^of AIo I 
65" opena communication witlftnutmcer 
while holding tho citadel of Antuoiv 



623 ; reo^niaod oa chief of the mutioy, 
681 ; gains ovet the leaders of the Ger- 
TMf» forces m the idty of AntwexPf 632, 


Bskeneel, confidential secretary of Sg> 
ncnt, his character, and influence over 
his saaster, 231 { his influence over Sg- 
mont. and excessive cruelty, 292; ar< 
restw the same day as his master, 347, 
is Bubjested to the torture to extract his 
secare^ 351; is executed by order of 
Alva. 406. . _ . ^ 

•RaTindw, populsT, illustrative of Flemish 
pecmle^s vfow of Alva's proceedings, 548, 

against the Prince of Orange, issued 
^ ^ £ng of Spam, S34 

Sondes d'ordonnance, standing aimy of 
Ketberlands, 108. 

BaMea, 'Wllham, a warm juatisan of Prince 
of Oi^ge, effects a municipal revolution 
in Ajnsterdam, 761. 

Bartholomew, the massacre of, 483; re* 
iQicings caused by, lu Spanish camp be- 
fore Uons, 485. 

Batavia, island of, 1. 

B^^vians, choiactensties of, 3 .esteem in 
which they were held by Rome, tt ; 
form an alliance with Rome, 7 ; help 
Oennanicus to crush the libwtieB 
their German kindred, ib ; extwetion of 
name, 10. . 

Batenburg, is despatched, at the head of a 
considerable but irregular force, to re- 
lieve Harlem, 513 ; iilans discovered 
by Spaniards, td ; is slam, and his troops 
utterly routed, t5 

Bavaria, Duke William o(^ established as 
Lord m Haanault. 21 ; is succeeded hy hia 
brother Alber <» 22. 

Dlhfc Un ii|| | ffl i lllp T ill T iiiiiiiiji H i T uniiiii ilii 
attacks and oisperBCs Tholousna force at 
OstrawoU, 317 

Bede, or Request made to the estates in 
1566, 82. 

Beggars^ the Wild, origin ot the brother* 
hood, 866, cruelties petpetrated by thorn, 
i6. ; of i^e Sea, laws ^ven to them by 
Frmco of Orange, 449 ; of the Sea, assem- 
bled by Bolsot, for the relief of Leyden, 
673. 

Beigh, Count Van den, brother-in-law of 
<mnge, al^dona his ixust and flies the 
ooi^&y, A7; senous consequences to 

# pataiot cause, sA ; delivers up the im- 
portant^bown of Zutfen to Faraao, 884; 
fo arre^d and imprisoned, «&. ; ho and 

V all hia sons take service under Philip, «5. 

Bexghen, ISazqTds of, bis dotestatioxi of 
nntem of peiveculion, 176; refuses to 

P 4gn lettOT of nobles to Philip complain- 
ing of Gianvelle, 193 ; bis sickness end 
death at 'M'ft/iridj 861 ; confiscation of bis 
property, ib. 

Bwli^mont; Baron, his vcbaracter, 63; 
lAember of Btate^ouncil appointed 'by 
Fhllifl 118 ; various pinions of bis ofaar< 
aoter, A. ; attempts to conciliate both 
partus, and discredits himself with both, 
103 ; atfoepts the office ef member of the 
Koo^CounoU, B66i 


index. • you X 

Berty, Secretary, sent by* Regent on ^ i 
special mission to Antwerp, to gain I 
Wllham of Orange, 328 ; prevoilB upon 3 
the Pnnee to bold an mierview with f 
other seigniors at Willebrock, t6. f 

Billy, Seigneur de, despatched to Spam by { 
Margaret of Parma, to represent the Inax- ; 
pedioney of sending Alva to Netherlands, ‘ 
326 ; warns Eraont of the coming don- ' 
gcr, 844 , and lulls Horn mto folse secu- 
rity, 345. 

Bisbi^, nuiobfiir of, increased, 136; Bull 
of Paul IV , authorising erection of new 
bishopries, i6.; dissatisfaction created by , 
this measure, 13S. 

Bias, Bertrand le, a velvet manufacturer 
of Toumay, takes the consecrate wafer 
Irom the bonds of a pnestm ca&efonl, 
andtramplcsitundcr foot, 171; Rightful 
punishmcut invented for him, t6. 
Bmmberg, Barbara, mother of Bon John 
of Austria, 648 , her shrewish ^aracter ' 
the torment of Alva's hie, 649. ( 

Boorda of Council, their oonetitutiQix, 108 ; i 
number of, t6 

Bodavero, teshmony to Rny Gomez, devo- 
tion to Phihp II , 149. 

Boisot, Admirm, assembles a fleet for the 
relief of Loyden, 572 , gradual advance 
with force towasrds Leyden, 578;^saptuxe8 
Zootcrwoude,577; despairs of passing for- 
tress of Lammen, 678 ; Is relieved by ffight 
of Spaniards, ib ; enters Leyden, 579 ; 
abortive attempt to relieve Zienoksoe, 
616 , death of, s6. 

Boisot, Charles van, slam by bis own 
soldiers at Dmvelsnd. 001. 

Bordeaux, treaty of, sig^ned by Duke of , 


Anjou, on accepting sovereignty of 
Netherlands, 857. 

Soasu, Count, appointed oomiaandeo>]n- i 
chin of patriot army, 753 ; worsts the 
royalist near Ruiemants, tb, ; avoids a 
general engagement with enemy, ; ‘ 
suspicions agomet him, ib . ; his death 
calumniously attributed to poison ad> 
mmisteied by Pnneo of Orange, 788. 

Bourbon, Charlotte of, her early history, 
593 ; marries Wilham of Orange, 595. ' 

Bours, Be, carries Antwerp citadel for the 
estates, 708 ; is Induced by Peter Lupus 
to become a traitor to Orange and the 
patriot cause, 818; surrenders tbs city. ' 
819 1 

Bouzet, Blaise, a cobbler of Mons, banged 
for eatmg meat soup on a Friday, 491. ( 

Brabant, ancient constitution of, ca^ed the 
'"Joyeuse Entree,” 138; compromise in, 
between abbeys and bish<^, 164 ; lour 
principal cities of, enter solemn protesta- 
tion against edicts, as violations of the 
Ji^euse Entrfo, 238; declared firee of th 
Inquisition, tb. 

Br^, Guido de, a Reformed preacher of \ 
Valenciennes, 325; his answer to the 
Countess of Boeulx, td. ; his firmness , 
under tlm gibbet, t5 

Breda, n^otiations for peace imaned aU 
688; cloaingof conferences, 690. 

Kedfliiode. ms peiMnid appearance and 
eharaaaar, 68; nia efimts w make Omn* 
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TeE4^ ridioiiflnu, 181 ; hb dovotlou to 
Egxno&t, cmd Insultmg conduct to AroH- 
blBhop of Gambray, 2^; selected to pre> 
sent Keoaest to Regent, S5S ; his genea- 
logical claims to sovereignty of Nether- 
lands, S53 ; his habits and character, it. ; 
one of the first to sign Compromise, 244; 
Us famous banquet to confederatea, Sfi? ; 
accused of eating a capon on Qood Friday, 
260; Us eccentricities during the autumn 
and 'mnter of 1500, 311 ; presents new 
Petition OP Request to Itegent, 814; 
enrols troops against government, and 
contemplates .in attempt against Wol- 
eheren, 316 ; proposes to march to tho 
relief of Tolenoiennes, 816; his ndicu- 
louB conduct at Amster^m, 331 ; arrests 
Ia Torre, sent thither by Regent to 
Obtain from magistracy his forcible 
election from the city, tft ; makes his 
submission to Margaret of Farma, t6 ; 
dies In Oermany, 332 ; fata of his fol- 
lowers, lb 

BnH, attack and capture of fortress of, hy 
Beggars of the Sea, 465 ; vain, attempt at 
recapture by Spaniards, 466 ; population 
t^cs aath of allegiance to i^ince of 
Orange as stadholder, t&. 

Bruouik commandant of St Quentin, ap- 
plies reinforcements to rcbist attack 
of Spanish army. 91 

Bruge^ Inbabihants of, present remon- 
strances to Regent, agam«t ijmcccdin^ 
of Peter Tltelmann, the inquisitor, *221 ; 
successful resistance of citiizcna of, to 
scheme of Anjou to seise the city, 870 ; 
city of, suirendercd by Fnnce of Cbimay 
to Spanish govemmont. 337; Accord 
signed at, allowing Protestants to leave 
the country, it. 

Bruges, Johu of, disciple of nuhert van 
Eyck, 25 

Brussrii, ohaiacter of the city, 50 ; meet- 
ing of statea-general of Brussels at, on 
occasion of abdication of Charles V , 51 , 
preparations for execution of Egmont 
and Horn, SS8 ; forced rejoicings on 
occasion of Alva's tiiumpbant return 
after first campaign against Orange, 419 ; 
revolt against Spaniards, 022 , nc v Act of 
Union signed 10th Dec 1577, guarantee- 
ing rights of Cotholics and Fiotestant«<, 
733: mtrd and last confcdeiatiun of all 
the NctlicrUnds, 734, ceremony of the 
inauguration of drchduke Matthias, as 
Govemor-Goncral of Netherlands, 737; 
mgo of people against nobles after battle 
of Gomblours, 748 ; complete defence of, 
747. 

Buron, Count do, son of WilUam of Orange, 
kidnapped by Alvn, and sent to Spun, 
363 ; ciiange in his chaiactcr under Span- 
influence, 354. 

Burgher class, power of. In NctbTirlands, 
23. 

Burgundy, Margarob of, manloa 'William of 
Halnault, 22 

Burgundy, Mory of, siieceeds her fvlher, 
paries tho Bold, 26 ; |>cople of Ncther- 
^gtods riso Against her to recover their 
vrtlos, 27 . Ijrviis XI ^cr Bur- 


gundian inberitanee, A. ; grants tiio 
*'Groot Prlvllerio” and other chartoz^ 
ib ; mtngaeswlthIjoulaXI.,28; manlos 
Maximilinn, of Austria, A. ; is succooded 
by her eon Philip, 29. 

Burgundv, Philip of, surnamed The Gkiod, 
succeeds to me Imdships of TTniif t^d, 
Zealand, and Hainault, 22; his other 
possossloiis, A ; marries Isabella of Por- 
tugal, tb ; institutes order <ff Golden 
Fleece, t5 ; curtails tho liberties of the 
Netherlands, 23 ; his death, i6 ; his 
numerous mnts of charters of mono- 
poly, 25; hts chanictor and adminis- 
tration— his encouragement of art and 
literature, tb. 

Burgundian Library, founded at Brussels 
by Philip the Good, 25 

Cabrera, biographer of Philip 11 , his eulo. 
gmm of aufos-diufd, 167 ; maintains that 
Don 0 ulos died a natitrm death, 402 

Calais taken by Duke de Gujso, 99. 

Calbcrg, Thomas, tapestry wcivcr of Tour, 
nay, burnt alive ior having copied some 
hymns, 170. 

Caznbray, Archbishop of, insulted 4iy 
nobles, at banquet given in honour of 
Egmont, 225 ; his characti^r, 227, 

Camiciata, or mock OAsauIt on Rome in 
1557, 86 

Carafta, Cardinal, cndcavouM to excits 
Franco against Spam ST, , rcs to Pam 
as legate of the Pope, 84 ; his duplicity, iA 

Carlos, Don, <*011 of Philip 11 , absuulity of 
hiR protended love for his stopmothci. 
399 ; Philip’s secret letters to the Pope 
coneororng him, 400; suppositions and 
accounts rebating to his death, tb ; his 
chiricttr, 403, mst inces of his 
rcr< uty and xDahgmty, 404; his hitrid 
of hib father, and indignation at AlviN 
nomination to government of Nethei- 
lands, 405. 

Caslmir, Prince-palatine of Pfals, joins 
NcthciLind pitiaots with twelve thou- 
sand men, 764’ his chaiactcr and mo- 
tives, it ; is held m contempt by Oiangc, 
i5 ; motives of Queen Elizabeth for on- 
trusting him with command ot hci levies, 
755 ; foments insni 1 cotion at Ghent, 77 a , 
his mcicenancs T»jllagc the suiithem pro- 
vinces, 774; difllculties of Ms 2>ositi n, 
779 ; icpcated jcbukcs of Queen of T n - 
land,i& ; is relieved by Prmco of Otangc, 
and rcwirrls him with mgraUtude, 16 , 
leaves Netherlands, 780; repairs toFng- 
land, ilf ; is invested with tho Order ox 
the Garter, tO ; his German troops ex- 
pelled from Netherlands hy Duke o' 
Parma, tb, 

Castillo, John do, punishment of, for be- 
tmjniig coiTCBpondencc of Philip II with 
Prmco of Orar ge, 002 

Catcau Cambresls, treaty of, 105. 

Celtic and German races, charat'tenstis 
distinctions of, 3, diflbrcnco of politics, 
4, of social arts, 5; of lollglon, tb. ; ol 
social chanoctcristics, 6. 

Ccrbclloni, Gabnel do, one of the arebiteclc 
of tho fiTnniui cltado^ of Antwcip, 861 




Gercamp, eongnss of, 105. ancient, of Ketberland pro^ltioefl^ 

Champi^y, nls conduct ad gorenior of 188. 
city of Antwerp, during struggle a^inst Ohimay, Prince of, eldest son of Duke of 
fiiMiuBli mutineers, 633; makes his Aers^ot, is elected GoremorofFlanden,* 
escape from Antwerp, 687 ; as leader 885 ; immediatelyopensnegotiationaw^ 
of Catholio par^, presents a petition Forma fbr ddiyering up tine prorince to 
to magistracy of Brussels against the Philip, tt. 

draft of a reugious peace, drawn up by Church, ot Boman CaiQiollo^ 80. 

Prince of Orange, 768 : consequent note Cities, growth of, 17; earliest tdutrtefs^ 
nnd ani.flt of nobles, 763; Is carried to 18; acquire right to send derotles to 
Ghent, tft. estates of the pronnees. SO ; allowed to 

Charles T , his birth, SO : Issues the doeu> choose their chief magistrates, ib ; num- 

ment called the l^lf vel, or calf skin, bor of, 48. 

33; resolves to quell inatirrcction in Claudius Civilus, a Batavian noble, effects a 
IlradeTB, 1b ; entranco into Ghent, tb. ; ronenl confederation of the Neiherland 

immounccs sentence on the city, 84 ; uibes, 8 ; is unsuccessful, and is de« 

promulgates new form of munlcipol Bertedbyhiaoountrymen,t& ;enteminto 

government, i&. ; his cruel treatment negotiations with the B(nnanB.O; meets 

of the citizens, 36 ; his hypocritical Cen^is on the bridge across ibe Haba- 

beni^ty, it : his proceedings against lia, tt. 

thsAcformatlon, A; his sanguinary Clergy, power of, 87; decline of power, 
persecution of heretics in the Nether- it ; their opposition to oancma of iFrent, 
unds, 43 ; ceremoniea on occasion of Ids 281. 

abdication, 51 ; his personal appearance, CoequevUle, Be, commanding a divitioa 
64 ; hlfi address to the states on abdiea- under Louis of Nassau, is defeated at 8t 
tion, 66 ; hia opiiression of Netherlands, Yal4ry, 878 

& ; introduces inquisition mto Nether- Coligny, Admiral, appointed Govranor of 
lands, 60 ; his mock piety, 61 : his oo- Picardy, receives orders to malr* fbray 

complishments, it ; his popularity in on frontiers of Flanders, 67; shrinks 

Netherlands, 62; his x>er8onal polities, from breakmg truco signed ^^msrif, 

it ; and persond habits, 64 ; difficulties ft ; is foiled in attack on Bon^, 88 ; 

reUtivstohis abdication, 65; hisreveiMS, attacks ond sacks X<ena, tt.; ti^WB 

67 ; causes which led to hia abdication, himself mto 6t Quentin, 81 ; is taken 

68 ; his retirement at Juste, 60 ; his on- prisoner at Bt Quentin, 06 ; la counted 

dcttvours to secure the succession in No* to CiUvinism during Flemish, captivity, 

therlands to his sisters, in case of default 08 ; makes peace with the ikenm comt^ 

of direct male issue, 71 ; lus obsequies at 448 ; memoir on invasion of Nother- 

Brussels, 106 lands, drawn up by desire of Charles 

Charles of Burgundy, surnamed the Bold, IX , it. 
his Gharacter and ca reer, 25 ; extortloiu Cologne, cfmferences at, for settlemant of 
pAotisedl^nilih frfNottoriawds, S6 ; bo dti^ntss between King of Spain aud Ne- 

removes the supremo court of Holland therland provinces, 818 ; faiiy ro of eon- 

from tlie Hague to lyrechlin, it ; invests ferenccs after seven months of useless 

It with supremo junsdictlon over the negotiation, 817; ultimatum of patriot 

charters of the provinces, ft ; proclaims party, it ; expenses incurred by enve^ 

all its authority derived from bis will, it ; to conferences, it. 

centrahses government of NetherloiKls, Commerce carried on witiiBDglnnd and the 
it : cstoblishesastandmgarmyfit ;dics, Baltic, 18; with Mediterranean, 20. 

1477, it, CommissionofTroublesestal^BbedatMons 

Chailcs, Archduke of Austria, despatched after capitulation, 490 ; crued and unjust 

to Madnd by Maximilian II. on a social proeee^gs of, tt ; Infomous sentiments 

mission concerning state of Nethemnds of commissioners, 492 

and procec^inn of William of Orange, Compromise, foundation of league thus 
421 : public and private letter of King of colled. 244 ; contents of the document 
* Spain, 422 ; is authorised by Maximilian signed, 246 ; ebameter of nobles who 
to offer to ^ilip the hand of the Arch- jenned in league, 247 ; gro w in g andoci^ 
duchess Anne, 428. andturbulenceof confederates, it. ; th^ 

Chorics IX , of France, alarm at the cross- jiropose to present a Bequest to BMen^ 

Ing of tbo French frontier by Fnnee of 251 , entrance of confederates into Brus- 

.Orango and his army, 416; letter to sels, 253; procession of confederates to 
"■^Ixmis of Nassau expressive of hie deter- deliver Bequest, tb ; conffidorates pre- 
minatirm to assist Netherlands, 482; sent a second address promismgtomaiu- 
glvGS the Signal for the St Bartholomew tain the ancient religion, 256 ; assembly 
massacre, 4S3 ; duplicity ^f bis deolmgs of members at 8t Tnmd, 271. 
irith Alva and Orange, 484 ; change of Conjuring books consulted by Angustos of 
tone <m perceiving the effects of the St Saxony, 659, in note. 

Bartholomew on tbeavorious courts of Constitutic^, new, ofHoUandondSSealaad, 
Europe, 527 ; Stress at desertimi of his 866 

cause 1^ King of Spam, 528; designs Consulta, its eonstitutiot, lOS; Its mem- 
upon tM crown P<nand, 620 bers, i6 

Charters, earliest in Netherlands, 18 ^ ^nventijih between Eni^and and Spslii 
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wslAngudiK) the Netherlands difficulty, 
puhlidied 1573, 626 

Canaille, Pierre, locksmith and CalTizust 
preacher, places hunself at the head of 
8000 combatants to march to the aid of 
Valencaennes, 309 , is d(*feated atLaunoy, 
ifr 

Cossfi, Governor of Picardy, be its 'irmy of 
Ketherland patriots at bt Taleiy, 376 

Oofftw, Lorens introduces the use of move 
able 

Council of Fhihp U , how ccmstitutcd, 
77 

fimiweiT, royal, of spam, how constituted, 
287. 

of State, assumes the rems of 
government at death of Requesens, b09 , 
Ttamwa of zaembera, \b , eonfinoed in 
government by iking, 616 , membera 
held captive in Bnikselb, 173, ialls mto 
contempt on account of inability to put 
down mutmy, 619 , is formally arrested 
628 , members again liberatea \b 

Councilof Troubles or Blood Council cstib 
hshed by Alva, 3e3 , itq constitution and 
flmctiona i5 , its first session, 3 iO mode 
cd procedure, 3o7, number of victims 
saenflcod, i6 , senseless prote^ta tor pro> 
seoutions, 358, abolition of the uiautu 
tion, ^2 

Council, \eneral executive for United Pro 
vmees, estabbshed laSl, 633, constitu 
tion of council, 

Court, organisation of Flenueh, dunngrei^n 
of Philip II , 76 

GulemburgisuCedbeforetheBlood Council, 
363. 


Bouay, city of, betrayed by on old gamble*, 
saved by au old in oman 87 86 
Dathenus, Peter a converted monk m 1 
Reformed preacher, 2oi , lus character, 
JDelft, diet assembled at, uiiammou6l> re 
solves to thiow off allegiance to King of 
Spam, and seeks foreign assistaoce 603 , 
the estates of Holland and Zealand asaem 
bled at, conclude a new act of union, 611 
art cles of Union of, «5 , character of 
lei^ue concluded at, 612 , assembly ot 
Umted Provinces at, m lo6l 0'>tablish a 
geneial executive council, 838, dcscnp« 
^on of city and the house of Piinco of 
Orange, 888 

I Deudeimonde, mectmg of nobles at, 301 
Dias, Francisco, a bpamsh soldier captures 
I Admiral Coli^y at storming of bt Quen« 
tm, 96 

Diemen, Vrouw van, a woman of eigh^ 

{ rears, beheaded for having given a night s 
edging to a heretic preacher, 3JS 
Dirksoon, Arent and three other ccclesias 
tics, put to death for heresy, 426 
Dorfi, congress of, resolves to suppmt 
Orange with Jblood and money, 477 , in 
vests the Frmce virtually with dictatorial 
power, 478 

Dolvela^ and Behouwen, exp^ditum to, 
699 ; heroism of Spaniards, '4oO , con- 
the iHlande effected, 601 , im- 
portant results of expedition. 602 

iBjUikirk taken by assart, 100 • 


Ldict of I6u0 its leodmg provisions, 183* 
of 24th of May 1667, against Protestaiitsl 
excites the wrath of Philip on of 

its clemency, 34, agamst Bpamsh mu 
tmecik, 610 , diasonsions caused, by it, 
620 , Perpetual, signed at Marche on 
Famme, and at Brussclfi, 665 , pron 
sions of this document, t6 , is cunmmecl 
by Philip, tb , displeises Orange, 666, 
leniencies oftreity, 667, pujilished m 
Holland siispenr'ing exercise of Bonn^ih 
worship, 6J9 , cause ot these mea'^uics, 

t6 

Education, floimshuig condition of, 46 
hgmnnd hicbolas i Carmchto mank, 
appomtedcoadjutoi of Inquisitor gener.il, 
166 

Lgmout, Anne of the greatest heiress in 
NetheiLuid-^, maxncd to William oi 
Oruni^e, 123 

Egmout Countess of, her desolate state 
oitci her 1 usband <> arrest, 367 , endc i 
V ms to save her husb.»nd t5 4cr 
misery and povcrcy liter hci husbaiila 
death, 392 

Egmout, Philip, Count of, accompiui i 
Marquis of Havre to Antwerp 53 
token prisoner by tue bponi ird-f 613 
attempts to seize Brussels to dehver it 
over to the bpauiards, 601, his complete 
discomfiture, ib , is allowed to denart 
unscathed, 802 , mendacious atteu [ <> to 
clear himself of blame , base c ica 
/oura to obtain favour of bponiah govern 
meat, 803 

Egmont Lamoial the younger, implicate I 
in bolseda a scheme to poison OraiieC m a 
Anjou, 663, escapes punishment ou te 
count ot his relationship to Queen of 
1 ranee, 

Egmont I imoril Count or, hi> peisciiU 
appearance, o3, his brilliant vietories 
m Picardy determme the issue ot the 
I Italiau campaign, 85 , his character dc 
I scent, and early history, 89 , persi ides 
Uukeofbavo> o deliver b ittlo to IJonC 
moreucy befote bt Queubin, 93, ernduet 
and battle of btQueutm,t5 , assumes the 
&t,ld ng^tn«tDo ihermes, 101 , conduct at 
b ittlo of Gravohuev, lOi , becomes ti o 
idol of the people 103 , g tins tlie cumitj 
ol Duke of Alva i& , onu of host i„cs for 
eveeutiou of treaty of i^ato^i C imbi e» 
lio, bis onmity to Cirdu&l GriuNclle 
144 , and Orange complains to the K n„ 
Carainal Grauvelle 147, joins ^rang and 
Horn 111 a letterto Philip, shew mgdiugf r 
of leaving unlimited power m bonds od 
Gi'invelle, 191, quarrel with Aersehot 
192, andArcmbcrg, *b , his rccklessncbs 
and indiscretion tO , decLnos Philip su^ 
vitatiou to come to Spam 19 j , adoption 
foolscap liveries m order to humiliato 
Granvolli^ 304, growing lavour at Ke- 
gents court, *216, cultivates the good 
graces of lower classes, , accepts a (Ais* 
Biou to Spain, 223, outrageouscoyduct ol 
nobles to Arehbiui^ of Cambray on occa- 
sion of Egmont'a x>ABsmg through that 
eity on his wiy to Bpam, 225, cSstUKtion 
^ with which he ifl treated in Spain, 227, 
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>otun«B from Spain to Notherlandw ex* Sea) ^larsoteir and career« 820, liUdea*li 
pressing himself perfeotly omifeiit, 220, before Qroiungen, tO 
gives an account to council of hla mteiv Erasmua of Botterdam, his testunony ic 
view with the King, and a statement of the power and impca tanca of aheni^ 32 ;• 

the n^al intentions, ift : his high, com- his moderation. 39 , uphtdds Luther, 40 ; 
mendations of Philip and warm expres- is attacked by the clergy, tb 
sionsof loyalty, 230, his indignation at Bsconal, palace of the, elected lu oom« 
Philip's duplicity, ih ; influence of Baker* memoiation of battle of BtQuenbn, 06 

zeol o«r him 331 ; returns to his govern Eseovedo, secretary^ Boa J(£n tfAustna, 
mcntOTPhudersandaetsasanunserupu* enhusted ^ith arrangements for depar 
loua partisan of government, 291 , views ture of Spanish troops from Ke&mlands, 

expressed at mottiax at Bmdermonde 672 , difficulties of 1 is task, t6 , commu 

101, offetstobhrowhimselfintoWalLherLn nicataons to Philip on sulnect ofdepor* 

to 01^)090 rel^s, 915, proceedswith Aer ture of ^e boops 679, letters to An- 

sohot to Valenciennes, on mission ilom touio Perez on state of affairs sn Nethm* 

Regent, 822 , suggests pomt of assault on lands, 670 , suggObts the rec^ of D(m 

Viien^ennes 924, liis zeal m oanymg John and the appointment of a woman 

out the \Msbos of Philip and Margaret, as^vemor, t6 , expresses to Perez hu 

t6 declares, in intemaw with Change at wimngneas to enter into scheme for as- 

WiUebroek, ms infcwbon on no account sassination of Prince of Orange, 683, sug- 

whatsoever to take up arms against King gcsts to Philip the benefit to be derived 

^ Bpom, 828 , proceeds to Tirlemont to from pitting the Reformed and Catholic 

Kccive at d eoRipliment At\a 841; his parties against each other, 684; departs 

mfatua^ion ss regards the dan^ that for Madnd. and takes charge of a ramoQ- 

thieatened himseU; 844; his inbmaoy stranoe from estates of Bx&bant to the 

with AlvVa son, 846 ; his arrest, 847 , King, as to the evil consequences of the 

Commencement of mock process against course pursued by bis M^esty'e gover* 

him, SbS , judgment pronounced against nor in Ketherlands, 700 . plots against 

him, 367, endeavours mode to save him, him at Madnd, 701 , hie death aetm^ 

«b , charges against him, 372 ; his reply mined on, 702 , yniioua attom;m ab, and 

to these, 878, is sentenced to death ny ultimate success of, murder, 7(10, rewards 

Alva, 886 : is informed of his doom by given to assassins, i6 
Bishop ox Tpres, 886 , his lost nigh^ Edeemea, Francom de Glarges, Seigneur 
967 ; hia letter to the King, tb , his fl', an innocent Catholio gentleman, eon- 

execubon, 388, eympathyof the people, demned to death by Blood Connoil at 

SOt^in note, hia head sent to Madnd, Moss, and his property confiscated to 

i6 ; retrospective viow of lus character, mirich Noircarmes, 491 

301 Espmoy, Mary de Montmorenw, Prmoess 

Electors of Gormony — their appeal to Em- of, undertakes defesoo of ^xrunwy, in 
peror In gf ’No tharlmda. absence of her husbend, 861 

Euiuibeth <^''Emg1md^namTWlth Duke Eetetes of Holland, aasembled at Boirt to 
of Alva, 425 , plot agiunst her entered tako formal measures for raiouncnw tha 
into by Philip 451, accused of having authority of Alva, 479, and Koalana offer 

hiicd ail oseuBsin to ittcmpt the life of soero^ty over provinces to a rrenob 

Pnneo Jolm of Nassiu, 567, see note, prmce, bl5 

toquetbngpi^CywithiegardtoNethei Estates Goueral, their power, 46; tholr 
landa, 603 , sovereignty over Zealand and consbtuent elemmits, 47 , remonstrance 
Holland offeied to, 604 , first answer to sgoinst foreign troops, 111 ; clamour of 

commissioners from these states, eOo, people and nobles for convocation of, 

empty promises and paltry concessions, 688 , address letters to Philip of 34th 

96 , attitude assumed towaids Nether August and Sth Si^ember 167T, on state 

lands after death of Roquesens, 614, af Notberlonds, 717, foimally decluied 
makes ^Msnees to Piince of Orange, Don John of Austria to have forfoitcd 

723 , indignation at intrigues of nobtes his offices and to be an euemy of the 

^with Archduko of Au&bia, 96 ; her mi- country, 788 , declare themselves wiUmg 
n ster iitforms Netherlond envoy that to accept Archduke Matthias os Oover- 
she will withdraw all succour from pro* uor General, 780 , In their own name 
vmcesifOrangobcdcpnvodof hisieadei* and that of Archduke Matthiosi, demand 
■hip, 725 , rej^y of Mcotkoiko xb , eon* of Philip the recall of Bon Jobxi, and the 
Bents to a treatv of ulli me c and subsidy maintenanco of the Pacificatioii of Ghent, 
^th Notfaerlinds, 785, conditions of 749, summoned in return to obey the 

treaty, «6 , threatens to witbdiawhen^ King's commands, 16 ; affirm their re- 

from the cause of Nethorluidpatnofcs, solution never more to submitto Spanish 

and even to tako im amu agaiiut them tyranny, 01 return to the prinei^es of 

onoccoimt of their uicnd^rolationaavitb Charles V and of Alva, to.; eflBnte to 

AAncon, 768 avert the approaching diamemborment 

EncadHso^” of nocturnal attack mode of oountik, 791 ; deputahons sent to 
hy Bon Fredeno of Toledo and Julian Walloon piovmcos to endoavour to reoon- 
Romero^on Fimce of OiangCs army at cile contendmg parties, 797; solemn ap- 
Uermiglly, 487 addressed to seceding provuces^ 

lutes, Barthold, one the B-^ggus of tbr %TD8! inAed bv Parma to acnent temia 
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«>freAd to 'WffUoous, md to restore system 
of Charles V , ; oitter rraly, »&. 

Bstatos of United Frovinces formally offer 
the gonoral goremmont to Prince of 
Orange, 883. 

^tontorille, succeeds to Thermes, 100 
Syck^ Von, John and Hubert, attracted to 
Bruges hj generosity of Philip the Good, 


Faroeu and Hallazt;, Protestant mliil«ter8, 
condemned to death for rcatUng Biblo, 
175; attempt of the people to rescue 
them, 176; their escape, to ; rcaipturcd 
and burnt, t5. 

Flanders, reflises to recognise MasimUian 
as governor, 29 ; is subdued and obliged 
to make humble submission, ib , ; tho 
four estates of, present solemn a^icss 
to Sing against monstrous proceedings 
of Fetor Titclmoun, 221 ; uotninally 
padfied by cruel exertions of Bgmont, 
292; outbreak of onti'Cathobc revolu- 
tion in, 731. 

Fleece, order of Golden, instituted by 
Philip of Burgundy, 29; assembly of 
Rights of the, convoked by the Regent 
In 1662, 183 ; subsequent meeting at 
Prince of Grunge’s, t6 ; meeting dis- 
solve^ 184; che\alicrs of the, aeclaro 
to the Regent that it is belo^ the dignity 
of any of their order to take a lon>, and 
troubleaoma journey in ordei to accuse 
Granvelle, lOS ; golden statutes of, ap- 
pealed to TTitb a now to saving Counts 
Egmont and Horn, 308 j sec aside by 
Philip, tb ; legal mode of proceeding 
against kulghts of, SOU, in note 

Fleet, Portuguese, captured by insurgent 
patnots, 476 

Flushing, tho town of, rises In rebellion 
after capture of Brill, and ejects Si)amsb 
mvoninient, 467. 

FtMans, temtory inbabitcd by, 8 ; event- 
ually subdued Dy tho Franks, 11 ; accept 
GhrlsUnnity, (5 ; their ancient laws, 14 

Friesland, hast, its politic.iI constitution, 
20; the people o(, elect the Buko of 
Baxony p^csta ; ib ; is sold by him to 
tho bouse of Aii<-tria, ib ; separation of 
West and Bast, 30 ; political constitution 
of East Friesland, ib. 

Fuonto, Fouco do 1% bis bones burnt at 
Seville, 116. 

Fury, tho Spanish, 641. 

Gemblours, battle of, 742; defeat of pa- 
triot««, 744; cruelty of 'nctors toward^^ 
captives, 743 ; names of comoionders in 
victorious Spanish army, tb 

Genlis, IB despatched to Fiance for rem- 
foreemants after capture of Aloua, 4T9; 
returns with a Huguenot force, which is 
routed by the Bpamards, 480; is taken 
oaptiv© and subsequently put to death, ib 

wwd, Balthasar, murderer of Fnnce of 
Ornugo, receives tho protect of Orange 
u^or tho name of Guios, 859; personal . 
appeanuxco, parentage, and education, j 
^ -,*_jl°*'K‘*ioun8hod determination to»* 
auruer PnnM «f cni-* i - i.j 


projact bofora Parma, ib. ; is oonsiderod 
unfit for tho task, 461 , diuwa up a writ- 
ten statement of his plan, by desire of 
Assonleville, 492 ; bia motives for tho 
murder, 403 ; is at length approved fit 
by Parma, tb. ; proceeds to put his plan 
into execution, 404 ; the deed done, ib. ; 
IS seized and put to the toiiure, 495 ; 
horrible sentence poised upon luni, 406 ; 
tho reward of his ciimo paid b 3 M?luliT> to 
his heirs, 4D7. 

Geimany, state of religious parties in 1576, 
615 

Ghent, convention of, 27 ; its wealth and 
power, 82; its constitution, ib ; insur- 
rection of. under Charles V , 83 , its pri- 
vileges and immuniUos annulled, 34 , 
humlli.'vtion of citizens of, 85 ; convoca- 
tion of provinces, 100; congress of. In 
1576, 627 , trCtity of union with Wil^m 
of Orange and estates of Holland and 
Zealand, 046 , stormy meetings of estates 
at, after arrival of Duke of Aerechofln 
capacity of Governor of Flanders, 728; 
party dissensions at, 720 ; commence- 
ment of^ revolution, 731; nobles and 
community of, publish viDJic.ition«-of 
revolution, 732 ; effect of icvolution 
throughout Ketherlonds, tb ; pagcuutnes 
on occasion of vioit of Fiiuco ol Orange 
after tho insurrection, tb ; dlseonsions 
between malcontents and burghcra, 775 ; 
act of accord between contending pat tics 
mediated by Prmco of Orango, 776; re- 
monstrances .addrcitsed to magis^cy by 
Queen of England, tb ; by envo} s from 
states-gcneral at Drussol^, tb. ; fresh 
riots, 777 ; continued auarchial state of, 
810 , government of. opens negotiations 
with Farnia, SS5; efforts of other states 
to di« \uulc thuia fioiu proposed step. >b ; 
negotiations brought to a suddon close, 
6S6 

Ooard, St, Fronch ambassador at Madrid, 
urges Philip II to command tlie imme- 
diate execution of Gcnlis and other 
Huguenot prisoncis lu Netherlands, 484 . 
st.iloment of reasoi'<9 of Mnximihan II 
for mediating between Netherlands and 
King of Spain, 587. 

Go<li.laovus, tustiinony to emotion of Flem- 
ish people, on abdication of Charles V , 
68. ^ 

Gomes, Ruy, his hatred to Alv.*!, 77 ; early 
history, tb , influence over Fhibp, 
character and acquircmeut8,»7S ; endea- 
vours to prevent tho mis&ioQ of Alva tc 
Nclherlands, 834; contmued ieulouaj 
and hatred Iwtwocn him and Alva, tb 
perfidious conduct to Marquis Doighei 
ID hiB last moments, 352 ^ 

Qonxnga, Fordinaud, advises FluUp H. tc 
march on Pans after bail le of Bt Quentin 
96 

Gosson, lender of tho burgess factiem !r 
Arras, 766 ; effects a municii>al rofolu 
tlonin city, tb ;• counter revolufron ant 
rotaliatioi), 787 ; condemned to dcatl 
and executed, 788. ^ 

Grandfort, Dr, called **the Li^it of tlu 


uuLcriiumuion »o f yranuiorb, ur, cuuicri "ine iJignc Oi 
^ er Ftinea of Orange, SOC^laya hi ; 4 World,” 39 ; deiionnccs oeolesinstical cr 
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rots, %b , diaputos the infeUlbility of t3ie 
Pope and vanous popish doctnnoa, i6 
Granjre, Peregnne de la, Pi otestant preacher 
at VelenoienneB, nrg^ oitiEeiis to roAiae 
to admit a morconoiy gamson 807, 
hanmd after surrendtf of oity, S23; 
hia uist words, id 

^lanvelle, the cider, hia Influence with 
Gharlos V , 04 

Bianrol^ Anthony Ferrenot, Bishop 
d^as oftcwards Cardinal, pronounced 
address to Flemish people for Philip TI 
on abdication of Charles V , 57 aaviscs 
the ro caaioctmont of edict of 1550, 81 , 
disapproves of war with i i ^neo and the 
Pope, 85, uegotiationa with Cardinal of 
Lorruno, at Feronne, 99 , appointed 
chief c I tho Consulto, ISO ; his parontage 
and education ib , acmures too favour 
and confidonoo of Chanes Y , 197 , hia 
mental and moral ehaiaetensties, ih , 
his political principles i5 , his contempt 
ior tho people, liib, lus extraordmaiy 
indusb^, ib , hia nchoa and covetous- 
ness, to , is appointed Archbishop of 
Mechlm, 1S9 , his growing nnpopulanty, 
t5 ; indemnifies himscll for pecuniary 
loss accniing to him by acooptonce of 
Archbishopric of Heehlin, tb , hia seal 
in feireting out heretics 148 , Hargaret 
of Pormamitaiju for him the cardui'il's 
ha^ tb . his growing assumption, and 
unnienmy relations with Egmont, 144, 
hia early intimaoy with Orange, 146, 
breach with Onmge, 146, prejudices 
PhiUp against Count uom, 147 , su^sts 
to the King his answers to i cmonstrances 
nfJfbdilm'flniu? nufliW, jhu' iixvbtgc»5ir : 
reldhvo to tho mamage of Fnnoo of 
Orange with PnneeBS of Loname, 167, ' 
hta Meohlm, as ari^- 

bishop, 163 , hiB tianuul IfiBuenoo on 
Philip, 174, his zeal in carrying out 
Pliihpa vic^a ro aiding Inquisition, 
L76, increasing haUed (t the people to 
bim, 177, lampoons directed agomst 
rum, 178 , hostihty of nobles towfudr 
mm, 179 , unfounded accusations o( 
cowaidice, 181 , hia country hou<(o of La 
PontauiL, tb , shunned by gieat nobles, 
Burrouads luin«olf with their infeuors, 
182 , his reports to Fhihp on proceedings 
In Netherlands, icgardinff introduction 
of Inqui^iou, and accus^uona and innu- 
endoes agamsb nobles l&b , suggests to 
Philip^how to proceed towards Nether- 
lond nobles, and m interviews withllon- 
tigny, 188 , lays a scheme with King and 
Begent to sow dissensions among n^les, 
tb , acquires knowledge of joint letter of 
Orange, Foment, and Horn, and mstruefta 
Philip how to reply, 191, hia ocknow- 
ledgmont of his own uupopulan^, 191, 
continued reports regei^g and artful 
insmuationa igainst, npbleB, 197, recom 
Mnonda Philip to come to Netherlands to I 
the nsing storm, 203 , contemptu- 
ous exjiressiona agfiiust the people, ib ; I 
iqmroaohing onsxs in hia fate^ tb : deter- ' 
mxniAion of nobles to insult and humili 
ate him, 204 , is recalled by Philip 


deparhue from Brussel^, 208, names 
out the deception regoiiong li]«r retire- 
ment, as idumed by Philip, jiia 
adherents deceived by his aim tbe wiTtp g 
duphoity, 210; hu mo m ret\reinonb, 
211 , turned Into ridicule by nobles at 
masquerade m Count Honsfelds houbO, 
214, abandons all idea of retui-nmg to 
Netherlands, and ropaira to Bome, tb 
IS employed by PhiLp to n^otiate treaty 
between Spam, Bome, and Von^^ ^ , 
18 made Viceroy of Naples, and retuius 
toH'idndin 1676 tb , dies the^g^ 

216 , policy devised by him and Bpiuosa, 
for entire sulgugalaon of Netha riATiHg 
826 , his duphcity as regards capture of 
Netherlond nobles, 840, regret at escape 
of William of Orange, SSO , oruoi insin- 
uations against Bgmont, tb . eanitation 
at discomfiture of Frmce of Orange in 
first campaign agninst Alva, 418 
Qravehnes, battle of, 101 
Oresham, Bur Thomas, his ontioipation ot 
coming atorm in Netherlands, 197 tes- 
tunony to cxcesaivo fUry of tntisens of 
Antwerp during tumult Bubaequent to 
defeat of Oatnwell, 821 w 

Giict-mann, chief nUw of on Eoafe iWaa 
land district, 20 

Qiemngen, city of, dohvared up Pnneo 
of Parma by Count Benneber^, 397 . 
lesguered patriot fotcee, tb , giem of, 
82S , death of Bntea, S29 , Biege xoiMd by 
defeat of Bobenlo on Baraenbei> Heath 
8S0 ’ 

** Groot Frivilegie,'* the Hagna Ofiarta d 
Holland, granted by Haxy of BuDnandv. 

^'Gueux,'* ongln of the appellaiion as a 
parly name, 266, vmdic^tioa of tina 
ongu m opposition to Gochsrrd m 
note; adimtion of the aame anq of the 
bj mbols^ 257 , adopbon of costume 269 ' 
ultimate fate of the confedeiates, 5^ ' 

Guilds institution of. 18. nuhtorv Att • 
hteruy, 16 * 

Quines, reduction 0^ 99 
Ouise, Buko ot, IS defeated by jn 

Italian campaign, 80, is recalled 
Italy to take command on Flemish |hm 
tieis, impeiilled by Bgmont, u 

reproved by pope, 86 , assemble^ a now 
Bi my, 98 , takes Calais by assault, ^ ^ 
news bovtilities by attack on 
100 , neglects to follow up his siiooessea 
m Flanders, i5 ; assembles a new mrmv 
at Pierropon^ lOA ^ 

Hammoi Niobolas de, his zeal in unmo. 
tion of tho oompiomise league, ^ 
imprudent unpemosity, lb * 

Haiangiio, tbe^ document issued ly WiUiom 
of Oiuige, and addressed to pnmiaa 01 
Genaany, 469 i-wee 01 

Hum John, heroic conduct in batUe ot 
the Biemorayk, oOO , loses bus jj, 
naval engagement m the Zuyder Zoe 
690 8 

Harlem, Lake of, atuaikKi 608 ; battlw 
on, 611 

Eailem, city of, is threatened 1^ ^P'uusl 
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anux 501 ; Aarmuh upon tho ise, 502 , 
A panxm or the magistmej enter into 
Mcret negotiation with Alva, 503 ; 
idtaatlon of the dty and natoM fea- 
tnres of enTirons, i5, ; character of 
fortiflcatioiis, 504; investment of the 
rit^, 605 1 character of the struggle, and 
jnoidento of the nege, 506 ; first assault, 
507 ; conbnTiatum. of atege and honon 
attending It, 608, second assault, t5 , 
the Bpaiush general deterxnmea to Te< 
duce the oitjr by famine, t5. ; rseemng 
force under Stooy defeated, 509 ; cruelty 
end heroisin of ctUsens 510; mifleneeof 
fjuulne, 512 ; desperate projects of the he* 
sieged, 518 ; the city surrender at dis- 
enmon, 515; subsequent plunder and 
’butehety’, 516 

Ha«flelaer, Kcnau, a ladv of Harlem, who 
disbnguisbed lierself dunng the siege as 
the le^cr of a female corps, 505 
Havrd, Harqms of, desf^tohea by Philip to 
Netherlan^, to try and conciliate the 
pe<^e, 620; is despatched to Antwerp 
with remforcements, 632 . incompctency 
of himself and young nobles who aeeom* 
panyhim i& 

Henry II ofFraneoentersinto secret trea^ 
with Pone Paul IV to drive the Bpaniai ^ 
out of Italy, 80 ; resolves upon war with 
Spain,^; jomatlioatmyoiPieirepoint, 
104; ms death, 106, amngement with 
King of Spain for destruction of Huguo 
nota,^ ; revelation to William of Orange 
of plot for extinmion of Frotestimtisni, 
199. 

Heretics, persecution of, 43; Increasing 
persecution of, 177, pohce regulations 
excluding them from aU stune in usual 
conveniences of society, 222 
Herhn, Michael a citiren of Valenciennes 
behoved, together with his son hy Koir 
carmes, after eurrender of city, d2o 
Ilerpt, the CMgneor de, a i»rtiaau of 
Onngn excites the dtiseiu of flushmg 
to revolt, 467 

nessels, member of the Blood Council, hia 
cruelty, 856 , letter from, to Count de 
Reux, which precimtates revolution m 
lionders, 7S0 ; and Visoher put to death 
by Ryhove, 775 

Heuterus, Pontua, testiinony to emotion of 
Flem sh people on abdication of Charles 
V.68 

Hobenlo, Count Philip of, leader of patriot 
army at siege of Groningen, 830 , liis 
discreditable character and manners, i& ; 
marches to Coerwetden to most royalist 
trorms, and is defeated by them at Har 
denue]^ Heath, i5 

XloUond, its geographical separation from 
Friesland, 20 , Counts of, 21 , joined to 
the province of Hainault, i5 
Holland, Jiiquehne, Countess of, her to* 
mantio hirtory, 22, Importance of its 
ftshenes, 28. 

Holland, union with Zealand, 601 ; articles 



of Bequemn’s death, 611; ehanga In 
pobtioQ constitution, tfi ; supreme au* 
thority Id, conferred on Priuceof Oran^ 

612 ; ehanuitsc of league ouusludei, m ; 
estates offer sovereignty to Orange, 

833 ; new constittituai drawn up on 
occasion of conferring sovereign rule on 
Pimee of Orange 864 ; estates oU make 
a formal remox^rance i^amst arrange- 
ments W 1 & the I>uke of Anjott,^2 
Hnogstmaten, his diqracefiu cSduct to 
Archbishop of Oambray, 236 ; conduct at 
Antwerp dunng winter of 1556, 314 ; is 
cited before the Blood Council* 362 
charges against him, t6 ; publishes a 
reply to act of condemnabon, 876 , death 
of, 415 

** Hooks,” first rue of party of this name, 

22 

Hopper, Joachim, takes Vighus’e place In 
council, 224, hia previous career and 
mental ehmactenstius, t5 , hia mcompo 
teney, 582 e 

Horn Count of, his peraonal appoaranoe 
and character, 53 ; joins Oran^ and 
^fmont in remonstrances againsv power 
ox Granvelle, 101 , pnvate letter to Philni 
ooncemmg Gnmvelle^a conduct of afbffq 
in Neth^rianda, 105 ; his proceeding at 
Tournay subsequent to image bre.ncmg 
excesses, 204 ; is lecollcd fiom Tournay 
by Regent, ^7, grants permission to 
rmormed congreg itiona to preach in 
Clothiers’ Hall, at Tournay, i6 ; goes to 
Bniasels, i6 , has state of mind and 
position after recall from Toumsyi 808 . 
comes to Brussels by porsuasinn of Alva, 

346 , IS arrested, 347 ; his papers are 
seised, 348, commencement of mock 
process against, 365; sentence pro- 
nounced against him 366, endeavours 
made to sav e him, 367 , cbdi ges ogamst 
}iim, 369 ; answer to charges^ 673 ; la 
condemned to death by Alva, 884 ; p^ 
parations for his and Egmont’s execution, 

888 ; bis death, 8M ; his head sent to 
Madrid, t5 ; retrospectiio view of bis 
charactei, 301 

Hugonet enters into treasonable negotia* 
tion with Louis XI , and is beheaded, 28 
Huguenots, new onthurst of dissenioona 
between this party and the Guise faction 
m France 360 

Hulst, Francis Van der, M>poi»ted mquisl- 
tor-general for the Netherlands, 168; 
hiB character, tb ; degraded from post * 
tion, lb ^ 

Hungary Mery, Queen of, regent oi Ke-^ 
therlonds resigns hn* ofilce, 57 , her 
character, 78, her detestation of II ether 

landA ^ 

Huy, dehberations at, between Don John^ • 
of Auitna and deputies fiom estates^ 
662 ; three quesbons puL by dqoutiea, 

«5 ; altercations between d^utles and 
governor, 66^* ^ 

Image-breaking; commencement of^lots at 
Antwerp, 2T7; exceasos commit*^ 330 S 
simultaneous outbreak of riots ^rough* 
li^out all ptovlncei^ 281 ; incidenur of tioKa 



ftt Toamay, <fr.; at Anehin, S82; at 
TaloiudeiiiMs, ift.; dapiecatM hy att 
afnisteia of Beformea religion, 28S; 
xomarkable abstinenoe of rioters 
lobbeij and permaal rudenoe, tb . ; pro* 
text fUmisbed by riots for subsequent 
cminbBsIon, 284. 

imwi^ leader of a party ^ Ghent, 728 ; 
givesg^ret impulse to outbreak of re- 
■yolii tiQp In Ghent, 781 ; imprlsone the 
magistrates, and eatabUahea new fom 
of government, 811; hla scheme de- 
feated Orwge. 812* seeks refuge 
sj rt gj.Jofin Casunir, tb ; intrigues at 
'iffiimt, with a view to enabling Ghimay 
* w surrender Flanden to FluLip, 885; 

his ultimata fate, 886. 
lmbrecom*t betrays his country, and is be- 
headed, 28. 

In^pendenoe, declaration of, eigned at the 
Hague, 26th July 1581, 840; events Im- 
^mediately preceding this act. 841. 
Indulgences, sale of, in Netherlands, 88. 
Inquisition : lis introduction mto Netheiv 
lands by Charles V., 60 ; number of 
jvietlins to, in Holland am Fiieslan^ 
*45. ; the real cause of the revolt of the 
Netheiianda, 164 ; the three vaiietiea of 
the institution, 105 ; Spanish Inquisition 
described, i5 , introduction of Inquisi- 
tion into the Netherland provinces, 107 , 
dlsttaiotiaxi between Spanish and Nether- 
land, 178 ; Connell of doctors and tbeo* 
to settle the matters concern- 
ing, 281 ; growing wrath of people 
■gainst, 288, new mode of puulshment 
adopted for heretics, 234, fronsy of 
peoide at renewed proclamation of, 238 ; 
■boution of, lusisted upon by Nether- 
-.M— ffavy |w-TOQ6tsToua oeath-war- 
rant ^lBBuM agunst InhamEehcrdT^e- 
therlands by, 364 

inquisitors, jKvpal, in Netherlanda, 168; 
ui^ powers and functions, tb , com- 
plain to Slug and Begent m indisposi- 
tion of civil lunotloiuuies to assist tbem 
in their duties, and of other difficulties 
encountered in prosecution of their office, 
233. 

inaHtiitlnwa ]n Netherlands, their lost form, 

48. 

biundatlon In Nctheilauds in 1670, 444. 
Isabella of Stance maineU to FhiLp II., 115. 
■Italy, eampsign iu, 1556, 85 

Jauremii? Juan, attempts the life of Prince 
I of Oitmge at Antwerp, 658; is killed 
on the spot, tb ; Buspicioo of complicity 
aralnst Anjou and tbe French. 859; re- 
^ solute conduct of Maurice ox Nassau, 
(5. ; examination of papers found on 
Rsmssln, tb. ; curious indications of 
fimatit^m and supwstltion m murderer, 
■5. ; result of examination laid before 
Anjou by St Aldegonde, SCO ; the crime 
gro^d CO be a oommercial specula- 

Jemmlngeu, defeat of, 390. 

JoimhegJuiuua de,iepresentatlve of Prince 
« Onmgo, reply to proposals of Govoiik ' 
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Junius, Fruicis, a Hrendh Huguenot, in- 
vited to Brussels to preach a sermon in 
house of Count GuTembiug, 248; hJa 
previous career, tb. a 


Bequosons, 584. ^ 


‘‘Kabe^aws^** first rise oS party of the 
ziame, 21. 

Ealf Yel issued by Charles V , 83 ; destruo- 
tion of the document^ tb. 

Enuttel, William, used by Prince of 
Oran^, to gain assent of Landnavo of 
Hesse to bis maniage with the PHnoesa 

Awnft, i5e 

Koop, van Fandem, tradition of the, 83. 

E(^il, Walter, burned for heresy, 170 ; 
singular devotion of an idiot to hum 171 

Eoppwtok, Peter, ferryman on the 
assists the Beggua of the Sea in the cap- 
ture of BiiU, 464. 

EopperBoon, Manning, subjected to atro- 
(uous tortures by Governor Bonoy, 598. 

Laloin, Count, Governor of Hainault, won 
over by Queen of Navarre, promises to 
hold has government at sarvioe of Duke 
of Alengon, 661. 

La Loo, Horn’s secretary, is executed by 
order of Alva, 406 

La Torre deapatohed by Regent lb Amster- 
dam to obtom. forcible ejectment of Bre- 
derode, 331. 

Laurens, President of the Grand Council of 
MecUin, his character, 168. 

Lens, town of, sacked by Coliny, 88. 

Leonmus, Or Blbortus, and Hugo ]^nte, 
cummusioncd by Bequesens to treat 
with Fnnce of Orange, 138; his early 
caioer, 139, in note; despatched on 
mission from Don John of Austria to 
Prince of Orange^ 882; instauctlona 
given to him, tb. ; ro;fiy ox Orange to his 
pioposals, 224 

letters of prince of Orange, to principal 
cities of Netherlands, requesfmg fends 
for the support of his army, 477; effect 
of these letters, ib. 

Leyden, proparatimiB for raising the siege 
of, 554 ; commencement of second siege, 
566; description of city, tb , preliml- 
narioB of siege, 567 ; endeavours of the 
** Clippers '* to persuade their country- 
men to submit, 569; reply of citizens 
of Leyden, ib , Orsnere's plw foi rescu- 
ing the dty, tb ; callod upon to sur- 
render by Valdez, 670 ; joy of citizens on 
receipt of intelli^ouco that the sluices 
bad Docii opened, tb ; despondizig 
peal to estates, 571 ; patnots t^o pos- 
session of the L^dscheldimg, 672, 
gradual advonco of the relieving flotilla 
tliiough the dykes, 573; peat and 
faroino within the city. 675, heroic 
conduct of Adrian von der Werff, 578; 
the providential tempest, 5T7 ; progrera 
of the flotilla, tb ; the lost night, 678 ; 
the efty saved, tb ; flight of fhn 
Bpanmrds, tb ; tbanksglvl^ aft^ tho 
danger, 579 ; rewards for Buffering, 580 ; 
charts of university, tb. ; solemnities 

nflnwlfnirahnn tb * 
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Uoo, iMttlo of the Holy, or HoiDgcr LeOi 
88L 

Lodrollo, Baneho de, end fiancho de Avfla, 
doTc&t patriot army at Dalem, 878. 
LongehaTe, one of the members of the Com- 
tnTgrfo n of Troubles at MonSj intercedes 
for people, 402. 

Lorente : his testimony os to mode of death 
of Don Carlos, 4^2. 

Ijomune, Christina of, seeks to become 
Regrat of XTctherlanda, 107. 

Ismvain, university o( 46; character of 
Its toBC^g, ib. ; merry-nidking at, on 
occasion of presence of Don John of 
Austna* 671. 

Xinpns, Peter, a Carmelite fnar of Mechlhi, 
fonna the design of rcst«'rmg the city to 
the P^ce of Parma, 618. 
liozemburg, negotiations bet'vcen Don 
John ot Auabfa and deputies from 
estates at, 669. 

Haas, SngeSbert, ChanceDitr <•£ Br\t .iii, 
openly coar^ by 'ITilUam of Orange with 
Koavery and coiruption, 223. 

Itaesbicht, cihzcii^ of, w r e& t the town 
from the hands of Spanish troops, 630 ; 
shameful expedient used by Bpnnisn 
soldien^ attempt to regain the p la»i. 
ft. ; recovered by Spnnurds. C31 ; 
importsAce of the city as key to the 
German mte of Netherlands, TOO; is 
Invested by Prince o' Parma, ft. ; narn- 
live of siege, S03 ; the assault repulsed, 
805 ; the soccessrim scorm and the xnas- 
sacre, 808. 

^VaBfifeld, Charles de, signs the Com- 
promise, 244; sent out of the country 
oy his fother before the arrival of AIvi. 
849. 

Ibnsfeld, Peter Emcet do, bclraya and » 
sneered at by Nethezland nobles, S99 ; 
entousted with supreme military com- 
mand after death cd Beqaesens, 6C<9: ic- 
t* terriew with mutmeers at HerentluilU, 

' 619; anires in Netherlands with an army 
if of wdl-trained troops 741. 
mlfanu&ctures, inSucnce on ri«e of small 
U republics 19. 

uUai^ Robert de la, his animosity fv 
> Granvelle, and efforta to moke Hm n a- 
eolous, 

tfan^ 'William do Lc. ch'cf of the Begg^n 
of the Sea, 462; is driven out of the 
BuplimTi ports '^th his followers tr 
order of the Queen, 4r8 ; s'lils fui 
Holland, ft. ; summons the foi trees of 
Brill to surrender, 461; a^hicks and 
tj&es the town, 465 ; reqidres citizena to 
take cath of allegi^co to Prinse of 
Orange, 466 ; is despatched by Orange 
fktUD Leyden with a force for the relief 
of Harieni, but is defeated on the rooJ. 
S04; is delved of hia oommSs^on, SK ; 
cnonnittes practised^ him laid at the 
dcor <d Prince of Orange, 5S7^ murder 
of ComeUna Ifuaius, ft. ; dies m the late 
of a mad dog, ft. 

Um TadosTur devotion to Philip IT., 
71 ; personal appearance; ft ; duuacter 
aBd%co90pUaLment8,T3; bt«rdel^,ll5 


hlsson, Sir John, testimony to emotioa of 
the people at the ceremony of the abdiea* 
tion of Charles T , 68. 

3fau-bTul6z, ioumde dea, 176. 

hfounce, Dufce of Saxony, intercedes with 
Phil^ for release of limdginve of Hesse, 

^ximOian 11. , Emperor of Germany. 
Intercessions in fovoux of Netfherlaud 
soblei, 419 ; despatches the Archduke 
Charl» to iladnd on a spcinal misBloii 
concening state of Netlicrlonda and 
proceedings of William of Orange, 421 ; 
public and private answers of King of 
Sixnn, ft ; change In his views caused 
by widowhood of Philip DL, 428; ag^i 
lASues bis unimctions agahist military 
operations of Orange, til; reply of 
Orange to these, ft , new attempts at 
mediation between NctUerLinds and 
Kmg of Spain, 5S7. 

aicohlTn, dty of, abandoned by .Mva to tUh 
licence of the Ppat>»h soldieia, 492; de- 
livcied np to Parma by treason of Do 
Eoois, 819; recant ixed for estates by 
Van der lympcl, lo. • 

Bfcdact, Cosmo de, reaps the beneBta of w^r 
between France and Spain, S7 

Medici, Cathanse de, interview with 
(^ecn of Bpoiu at Bayonne, £84; xvro- 
posols zna& by ber, 296 ; rvfu^s to 
luter into semt leag'ie Prrbes- 

tanta, ; letter to Prince of Omnge 
after attempt of Anjou to mnXe himself 
absolute master m 'United Prervixtees, 
577; letter to Anjou recommending him 
to re-ex^blish Chthoiie rch^don In Ne- 
therlands, t*''. 

Kelins Call, Duke otf appohi^oi Oovc^' 
n»r6ttJtr»l •! NcU* 4%7, ar- 

nves m NcthcrhiiiJs, 473; bickerings 
withAIro, 519; departure Nctbcr* 

ft. 

He^en den'nncaa eon^irscy of heretzes 
and sectaries to Hezent. S51 ; convents^ 
gra*'d nfsembly of notables, 5^2 

Mey, Peter van dcr, a carpji'ter cf Alkmaar, 
uniertaXes a danger jiia miaam for the 
V^iegeii, 523. 

Kildotburg, siege c'. 55(>; capitulation of^ 
674 ; restoritu n of anci^t cjostitution 
by SPtince cf Or.mge, ft. 

ILratn'beau, amlaesador fronr France to 
Nethcrisnds. enlesTjurs to cfiT.rt a »-• 
conciliation between the provyices and 
Duke of An.,on, 679. 

Hondoucet, French envoy m. the N ‘her- • 
lonis, ly crier cf hj -.Ali.i'o 

put to d^'itb all French ptLacnem take". 
Dcfore Mona, 4S6 

Hondragtm. a Sp^isL c 'lcnt.1. heads amest 
aiventurou^evi. edition for the relief o! 
the town cl Terjoes 4 2 ; is besieged 
Xy>\tnotsin 'M.Sl.Ibur*, 551; ia 
abandon Serickace, 646 * 

Hriiluc, bis oruu.^ cf t r ea t y of ^hteau 
Cambreais, lOA 

Mans ciptuze of, t? Louis of Naasau. 
it?: 14 Isste^ed % Don Fvelerss ^ 
Toledo 4T4 ; capituhDd'ici oC 499 ; bmtil 
'iolatSin cf arrack at capoi^atioo, 4>‘; 
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e>)talilieluueiit of g commisAion of 
Trouble?, 

^KonbigBy despatcliod aa eiiToy to Spain, 
1B5 ; biB imprudent revelation to Fnilip 
erf ins opimou of Granvelle, ISO ; retume 
to Xctnorlands, ib . ; reporta to state- 
council result ol liis mission, tb ; ^aoleut 
scene in council occasioned by this r»* 
port, lb ; refuses to sdgn letter to Philip 
conceftingc undue TOwer of Gtnnvellc, 
193; Bdif.icn and 'afansfbld reflisos to 
enforce edicts within tbdr governments, 
23S: his nuptials with the Princess 
d’Espinoy, 2SS; and Bciglicn proceed on 
mSaaonto rcpicsentsto Philip 

state of Netherlands and determination 
of people not to he trampled on, 266; 
three great points of lus luatruc- 
tions, lb. ; is cited before Blood- Council, 
862; is imprisoned at Segovia, 437; 
stratagem by means of which ho learns 
the Cate of hia brother and Egmont, tb ; 

**unBucceaafal plan for his escape from 
nnsoD, tb ; his case brought before the 
fflood-Cmmcil in Netherlands, 438 ; in- 
teroaaflioQ of his wife in his behalf 439 ; 

asentenoe of death pronounced against 
lum by Alva, ib. ; his secret ezecubon 
determined upon, tb ; elaborate and ex- 
traordinary preparations for thisb 440; 
his last hours, 442; witnesses of hia 
death Corbidden to reveal the secret on 



death, tb. 

Uontmorency, Constable of France, takes 
command of Freneb army at Fierre- 
point 90 ; Umns a project for rehaFin? 
8t Quentin, 92 ; is wounded at battle of 
B t Qu ant m md prisoner, 94 ; 

dlsyule ■lioctt~lilS'‘captiire*«ft6c 
of St Quentin. 95 ; decide of his influ- 
ence after battlo, tb. ; empowered to 
open secret negotiations for xKiace, 104 ; 
dratb of, 660 

Mook. battle of, 567 : defeat and death of 
Louis of Nassau, 558. 

Morillon, a favourite of Grauvelle. called 
doubleAB G, 179; hisrageatSchwendi's 
letter to Begent, 206 

afotts. Seigneur do la. Governor of Oravo* 
lines, sells himself and lus troops to 
Spaniard q^TSa. 

Uulcr, Qeleyn de, schoolmaster of Oude- 

* nardo, executed for crime of reading the 
Bible, VO. 

Moslns, Comeliuff, pastor of Saint Agatha, 

* put to death by Be la ITarck, under mr- 
eumstances of great atrocity, 527. 

of Spanish troops after surrondcr 
of2wiickzee,617;mutineoisproccod£rom 

Eealand to Brabant, devoui^g as they 
go, 618 : demonstration upon HecUm, 
619; aurm created ^ Brussels, ; 
mutineers declared ouflaws by Spanish 
government, *6. ; joined by German 
legxttcnts, 622; by ftancho d'Avila, 623; 
mutineera in posaession of all the prm- 
efpal ^oxtrease^ ib ; embraces whole 
Danish army, and is headed tw Buicho 
d'Avi!^ 631. u 


fflD 

Kaaiden, a small town of lSoIlaiid#'ofusee 
to abandon cause of the Fnnoe of 
Orange, 498 ; is invested by Bon Fredo- 
no de Toledo, tb. ; surrenders, tb ; the 
citizens maaaaiCred and town set on flre,o 
499; atrodiies committed by Spanish 
Bolthery, tb. 

Namur, city of, desciiption of, 606 ; festl- 
vitioB on occadon of presence of Queen of 
Navoire, 608 

Namur, dtadcl of, taken by stratagem by 
Bon John of Austria, 690 

Nassau, Adolphus of, brother of William of 
Orange, is killed by Aremberg m battlo 
of the Holy lion, 383. 

Nassau, Chalons d(^ leaves his titles 
and estates to lus oousm-german, Wilhozn 
of Nassau, who thus succeeds to the titlo 
of Piince of Orange, 120 

Nassau, Count John of, is appointed gover- 
nor of Gelderland, 760 ; exceeding po- 
verty of his household, 830 ; czcuseslor 
his retirement, tb ; his second moxnago, 
8S1 

Nassau, Henry of, governor and confiden- 
tial m<md of Charles V., by his innuenco 
places the impcnal crown on Charles's 
head. 120. 

Nassau, history of family of, 110. 

Nassau, Louis of, one of the flrat to aigii 
tho Compromise, 244 ; bis character and 
personal appearance, 245 : and hia twelve 
apobiles despatched to Brussels to lay 
proposals of coufedumtes before 
272; appealed to for mtcrcession in 
&vuur of ItoformcTs peiaecuted by 
mon^ 202; is cited before the Blood- 
Council. 863 ; looked to as diJef of Hu- 
guenots of j^konce, in case of CoUgny’s 
fall, 376 ; commences to levy troops and 
money, 877 ; xnskes on unsuoceaaftal at- 
tempt to capture Alva^d Brussels, tb-; 
his plan of campaign, tb. ; eaters Ffies- 
laiiil, 878 ; summons Groningen to Joic. 
him, lb ; tokos up a jiosicion nearblonas- 
tery of Holy Lion, 880 ; defeats Arom- 
berg. 652 ; entrenches bimMif before 
Gromngen, 384 ; his positnm after battles 
of Holy Lion. 893 ; lus army is routed 
near Groningeii, 395 ; U defeated again 
at Jemxnlngen, 396 ; total dostniotion oS 
bis army near Belwaert Abbey, 397; 
takes reflige in Germany, S98; joins 
army of Huguenots m France, 448 , his 
conduct at battlo of Uontcontour, tb. ; 
his endeavours to gam friends for Ne- 
therlands^ tb ; captures Hons, the capi- 
tal of Hainoulb, 476 ; bis address to ciU- 
sens of Muds, 474 ; condition ^ within 
the walls of Mods, 489 ; pays his respecta 
to victorious generals after capituladoi^ 
»b. ; jncidcnts ottending droaxture ikoia 
the city, ib. ; agreement between him 
and representative of France with refer- 
ence to Netherlands, 531 ; promises to 
use his Influence roproinire crown of 
Fblandgfor Duke of Anjou, ib, ; frank 
and fearloas letter to King of Franoe, 
538 ; promises of support received from 
France^ 655 ; assembles a sm^ army in 
\ Gerof^, 1b,\ crosses tho Bhine in Feb- 
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ruai^ 16t4, %iid enoampa withm four ' 
fnn«g of Sibeetrlolit, td. ; disasters eo- i 
eountered tliere, 6B6 ; is oUimd to alnn- 
don ^iB p^bon, ; motiny m the ' 
567 ; bactls of Hook, «6 ; death of I 
Louis and his brother Heniy, 669 
Sfassau, Hautlce of, son of Piince o! Orange, 
hxs resolute conduct after attempted na- 
sassmabon of his father, 669 
EKassau, 'Wilham of enmamed Ihe Bich, 
father of the great Frinoe of Orangey 1 30 
Bfervu, heroio reststance offered this 
people to Gsesar, 7 

Netherlands, the earliest history of, 1; 
physical geogriphy of, i6 ; pnTnitt\e 
natural features, ongmal inhabitants, 3; ' 
state of population subsequent to the 
migrabons of the nabons, 10, become a 
province of the empire of Charlemagne, 
is ; pass into the German empire, IS ; 
aspect of coimtry at commencement of ; 
regency of Haxgoret of Parma, 129, ; 
causes preparatory revolt, 131; re ; 
ceive the ideas ox„the reformabon from i 
Pnmce, 182 , ancient charters, 138 ; their j 
industry taxed to enable France to at j 
tada the Huguenots, 183 ; anarchy and i 
confusion after departure of Gronvelle, 
S15, pubhe coirupbon, i6 , spread of 
Heforwd lebgion, and growing enthusi- 
asm of its foUoworv 26i; state of country 
after departure of William of Oiango for 
Germany, 333 , dismay at arrival of A-lva, 
343; consteniauon created by oncfat of 
£gmont and Horn, 848, state of dis- 
couragement caused by proceedings of 
Blood - Council, 367; d^opulabon of 
ecrant^ in oonsequcnce ox cruel proceed 
mgs ol^vo, 859; ail the inhabitants of, 
condemned to death by Inquisitnna, 364 , 
wholesale executions and frightful cruel 
-Ues, 3G5 , Gorero blow mflictod on then 
commerce by quarrel between Alva and 
Queen of England, 426 ; contmuatiou ct 
religious persecutions, t6 ; new scheme 
of taxation mtroduced, m violation of 
provincial chaiters, 428 ; state of manu- 
la^inng industry in year 1570, 429, m 
note, opposibon to new system of taxi 
bon, 430 , temblo destruebon b> inun 
dabon in 1670, 444, open revolt agunst 
thenewta^es 461; succesMae insurrcc 
bona in various cibes and provinces, 
470 ; state of country at death of Reque- 
sens, 910 , state of religious paities in 
the various provmcea, 924; state of 
counby at penod of death of Don John 
of Austria, 773 , division of country into 
three portions, 841 

Neveis,Duke de, Governor of Champagne 
disposes lus forces to meet an att ick of 
Sinnlsh army, 91 ; mokes his escape 
after battle of Bt Quenbn, 94 , his cbcape 
deemed impossible, i6 
Nmove, the storvabon of, 867. 

KoUfis, diMiffected state of, holding com- 
mand m patriot aimy, 741, t^content 
I p^y brought ovei 1^ Duke of Parma, 
788 ; jealousies, bickenngs, and mutual 
' recnminabons among them 790 
I Noircarmes proceeds to Totimay t^^eaioj 


the clbsens, S97 ; hts calimnuous leporta 
to Regent relative to Intended mssaacTO 
of Catholics, 299; Invests yalenciennes, 
808 ; conduct after surrender of Talen- 
mennea, 836 ; persuades Egmont to disre- 
gard the repeated wanungs to him to fly, 
849 ; accepw bie office of member of the 
Blo^ Council, 356 ; his tesbmony to 
desperate state ctf Netherland citisens m 
consequence of Alva's cruel peri^Shabofna, 
460; orued proceedings at Hons, 490, 
hia base cupidity, 491 
Koue, De la, is mrae pnaoner in an aobon 
near Ingelmunstoi, 628 , vain endeavours 
of pitnot p^y to obtain his release, i6 , 
is xept m prison five yeais, and then 
oflbred his r^ease on condibon of soon 
ficing his eyes, t6 ; works composed by 
him lu prison, t6. 

Ogicr, Robert, of Ryssel, and his family, 
executed for not attending mass, 172 
Oliv er, Antony, a nabve of Mons, la^ a pimi 
foi the capture of mty, with Louis of Nas 
siu and other Huguenot cteeft, 472 
killed at battle of the Diemordyk, Old 
Orange, Wilbam of liTassau, Piiuce of, ttk 
jieronnal appearance, 60, empowered to 
open secret negotubons of peace aft^ 
battle of GravoUiies, 104 , ono of the host* 
ages for execution of treaty of Chateai. 
Cambrc«i8, 106; loams from King of 
France designs agunst Protestants, 109 , 
supports endeavoun of Duchess of Lor- 
raine to become Regent of Netherlands, 
107, appointed, together vnth Egmont, 
to command of foreign troops, 112, re- 
buked by Philip II when leaving Ne- 
therlands, 113, succeeds, at the ago of 
eleven, to principality of Orange, lA is 
sent to BivvbM.ls loi cductiVi >u, ib , bo 
romOB the friend and fovounte of Charles 
V , t6 ; at^intod general m-iflilef of 
Bimy on Hench fronber, td ; secret 
nogobator of peace of 1669, with France, 

<6 , one of the hostages selected by Eiug 
of Franco, for eaccubon of treaty, t6 , 
discovers schomo r f Hemy 11 and^ilip 
II , for extirpating Piotestantism, t6 , 
cams the bumame of "The Silent,” 122, 
though still a C itl olic, detemines t > 

8 wo Piotostants if be can, i6 , inoreaaes 
bis poBsessionv by xnaiTu^^ with Anno 
of Egmont, ib ; becomes a widowci, 
1658, i6 ; isoccuseiof havmgmuidcrcd^ 
his wife, 128 , his chaiacter and conduct 
in early pait of Ins coreoi, %b , his^ 
splendour and hospitility, 124, lus gen-^ 
tlcncss and winning address, ib ; ex 

f enaive habits and cousoquent debts. 

25 , bzs various sources of revenue, t6 r' 
IS falsely accused of cowaidic^ 120; his 
talents and accomplishment^ ik , his 
opposition to institubon of new bishops, 
140, resigns command of Spanish l^pn, 
141 , his eaily intimacy with Gmnvone, 
146 , bis quairol viitli the Cardiittl, ib ; 
and Egmont adcli eas joint lebt^ to the 
King, complaining of the undu<^ I>ower 
^ ai legated by Coininal Grant one, 146, 

,, rhis marriage with Anna of Saxony, ouoi 



difRoultles itioudinij It, with Tindi«tlon 
of bis conduct -with regard to these, | 
15* ; proceedings and featiTities on oeea- ; 
Sion cf bis wedding, 160; meettng ox | 
Knights of the Fleece, at his house, to 
discuss public matters, 163 ; supported 
by people in hia opposition to Granvelle 
and the Regent, 185 , flanhneasandlega* 
lily of this opposition, ymdicated, i& , 
detera^ies that he will withdraw from 
goreinment if Granvelle be not recalled, 
190 , writes Joint letter with Egmont and 
Horn, to Philip, on necessity of with 
drawing power of 6r mvollc, 191 » quar 
tela ^nth Aremberg because ho refuses 
to jomthe lo'^ue against Granvelle, 163. 
Egmont and Horn write second joint 
letter to Philip tendering their resiCTa 
tion as mec^eis of Gounoil of State, 
196 , hand m remonstrances to Regent, 
196 ; from session of St>ite Goun 

eil, 197 , attempts to stem tide of comip 
tion, a^r departure of Gianyelle 21u» 
his noble ambition oud punty of charae 
ter, it ; declmos m lavour at Regents 
court, t& ; hia speech on occasion of Eg 
Bont’a mission to Spam, and Viglius a 
fistruotaons, 928 , effect o£ this speech on 
members of council, 224, his indignation 
at Philip's persistence in religious perse 
cptiioii, 280 , upbraids Egmont with bav 
lag foigotton intents of hia country 
during miaaion to Spain, 331 , declaims 
that the King's ordeis relative to Inquisi 
tion are too pe'emptory not to be obeyed 
but washes uia hands of cousoqucnces, 
286 ; IB supported by Egmont and Horn, 
i6 s Is not consulted in formation ot 
oomprotpieo league, 246 , his opinions on 
enfiavoement of Kdiots and Inqiusition, 

ieo^e, 248 , commences system or es^ 
onogo upon FhiUp t 6 , invites loading 
nobles to meet at Bieda f i a conference 
on pubho offuis, 250 , effects cliange in 
tone and purport of Request 291 , his 
moderation, t& , inclmes to Luthei amsra 
267 ; repairs to Autwcip at sohcitation 
of citusena to restore public tranquillity, 
268 , regarded by all imtica os the onl) 
man able to stem the rising tide of revo 
luticm, 269 , lemonstiates at EUffel with 
deputation horn roemhers of Compromise 
assembled 8t Trond, 271 , is not de 
Beived by filse piomiaes of Philip 289, 
hia mod^te inocccdings at Autuerp re 
lativetoima^bioikors i93,diaw8up 
sixteen ortimcs of ogi cement between 
tieaidaof Reformed Tchqion and gosetti 
mont, t6 , glowing liboiility of his 
news, t6 , establishes reUgioua peace at 
Utrecht and Amsteidam ou same basis 
AS at Antwerp, i6 ; hispeisonnl conduct 
at Antwerp when endeavouring to re> 
store order after the iconoclast iiots, 
SM, first thoughts of lesistonce to the 
plans ^f the Spanisli goyemmeot, and 
prqroials to Egmonirnnd Horn on the 
sntgcct, 801; intei views at Dendor* 
monde tiiobwecn Orange, Hoin Egmont^ 
Hoogstraaten, and Count Louis of Nas^ 


sau, tb I hia isolated poalticm, 30l, his 
mereoaing watohihilness, 806 ; publishes 
a pamphlet on necessity of allovnng some 
degree of rebgiouB liberty, 807; on* 
courages oitisens to reslat Introductiop 
of mercenary gamsons, 808, his endea 
vours m fovour of Protestonto of Amster- 
dam, 818 , refuses to take the new oath 
of allegiance imposed by goveniment 
813, tendoiB his resignation, t6 , is con- 
sulted by Brederode and other seignlom 
as to new petition to be presented to 
Regent, 314 , partially conmves at pro- 
ceMings of Bredeiod^ 315, bis daunt- 
less conduct at Antwerp during tumult 
caused by defeat of Ostrawell, 318, pro 
poses terms of anazimment, 810 , avails 
nimaelf of ontegomam oetween Lutherans 
and Calvinists to save the city, 820; 
meets the insurrectionists in the Heie, 
and proposes articles of accommodatiou, 

821 , Buoceeds m re estabhshmg order, 

822 , his efforts onappreciated by Re^nt, 

i6 , bis resolute resiat^ce to ml rabrti 
to gam him over to the Spanish party, 
827, mterview with Uanueld and Eg 
mont at Willobrock, 828 , endeavours to 
save Egmont 829 , lettw to Philip an 
nounemg his mtention to withdraw from 
Ketherlmda, 880, letters to and 

Egmont on same eutgect, i6 , ismformed 
by Vandemeae that Alva has oiders tc 
arrest and condemn him at once, 881 
and other seisniora are mted before the 
Blood Council, 362 , charges against 
them, t& , his leply to the summons, t6 
his aou BOiBod ns a hostage 80S , pub 
li^es a reply to act of condemnation, 
876, hia oxerbons to raise troops and 
^u allies m Germany, ^ghmd and 
France^ it , gr anta ooromiaaion to Conni 
Louis, to levy troops and wage war on 
Philip 377, IB lecommend^ by4» 
fiiends among tho German princes, tc 
pause in his attempts to 8a\ e the Nethei 
land proYinces, 407 , enrols biTwiMif foi 
life os a soldier of the Reformation, t6 , 
change supervened m bis religious char 
actei 40S , sinceiil^ o^ his piety, i& , u 
roquiied by the Emperor to loy down 
arms under penalty of forfeiting hu 
rights and pnyileges, 409 ; his reply to 
I'mporors requisition, tb , his formal 
dcolaration of war against Alva, 410 
proclamation to thepeople of tho Nether* 
lands t6 , crosses the Meuse with his 
aimy 411, onteis Brabant and takes ixi] 
a portion within a shoib distance oi 
Alva's encampment, 412 , baffling 

ol his adversary, i6 , iiicidonts of thr 
campugn, 414, effects a junction with 
GculiH, at Waveren, i& , disappointment 
at supineness of people, t6 , mutinous 
state of his army id , ciossea tho froa 
tiei of Fiance, 415 , is summoned by tho 
King of France to declare his intentions, 
416, hisaoply. t6 , isfoicedtoleodbook 
and dismnd his aimy, 417, sets ibith 
with his two biothu's to join tho banner 
ofCondd lb , piocecdingsmFranconftor 
difcban^jng his army at fitrosbunr 447. 
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rcicifiuto^ten&aas, M9; e&taMif* ear* 
reapondeuee Trith leading penooegeB in 

ereip cf Ketheifezide, 9». \ i^snira 
eommieeioos fco pnTfttceiB, girz* 
lews to tb« Beggars of the Bea, it. ; Lie 
* Icnlom condition but untroken epint 
after retizm from France, 4^: {ersi.rer* 
ing efTcrte to obtain moncj and elbee^ 
4tS: instmctiona to l>x«iiricii Skmoy, 
459 ; docuiacnt cailed tkie Harengaa ad- 
dressed to piiscea of {Sennacf, £5. ; oath 
of aUegianca taken rerolted pir^Tincce 
to bim 09 Btadtholder of of Bcun, 
472; resrmcsetadtLoIdcrateoTcrllolLii.ii 
and Zealand, ft. ; reli^loui toleraition ex- 
Lftnced in liia ijifaiructiune to iuncuon- 
aries appointed by him, and in new oath 
of all^pance mipo*ed, th. ; aasemblee a 
new army zzl GerzBaoy, 478; addre«£tf8 
lettevs to ptmcipol chi^ cf Netheriao Ja, 
adjimng tnexn to be true to his and their 
cau s e, i6. ; power oonferred on i un by 
congnsss of Dort, 478 ; ordinance laaued 
by hizn as a provisioj^ form of gi^Tem- 
ment and Tolunibitly imposing bmita on 
liimseilf, 4TS> ; crosses the Btune at Duis* 
btug with a considerabZa army, 480; 
takes Bocrmond, ib ; dlfl’erence oetwcen 
his character as military commander and 
iiiatof Alva, 461; his further ail*<ancc, 
t6. ; Ikuns the news of the massacre of 
the Huguenots in Pans, 462; advances 
with hia army to<rarda Ifons, In the bopn 
of provoking the enemy into a preened 
battle, 460 ; night attack on his army by 
Don Frederic dc Toledo, 467; retmts to 
P^ronne and Nlvtfd^a, l»3 ; is foUowid 
by an aassssin hiroii ty Alva, ib ; his 
•cldien refuse to remiun louger in the 
field, ; is obliged to adviso iuv brother 
to capltiuatc, ; crosses the IkhiiiO, di->- 
banda his army, lUid r<N.pj.4r- Cj UolLiil, 

; his recep^n m province ci Holland 
afto bresikhw aphis army, 501 ; unfolds 
his plan of nxture proceedings in secret 
seasioxi of states of provinces at Harlem, 
i5. ; despatches a force unier He la 
Hardeto the relief of Earlcm, 5j4 , icalics 
a fresh effort to succour th e to*vn, boo , 
further endeavours to succour H^lcia, 
509; keeps firm in fiuth and hopo in 
spite of repeated disasters, 517 : iua lofty 
enthusiasm, 520; for want of foeds la 
obliged to dcclirio cficrof Sxiaclsh sol- 
diery to deliver nazlcm into his haiidv, 
5S2; difficulties czptncuccd by him in 
raiHng funds for his CLLtcrprhe, 52G, lua 
lolly and generous purpose, i5 ; aocu^ v* 
tfons against him by looted a<'lbcreLits 
of both TLhjltjjLB, tb. ; his reliance upon 
secret negotmtioiis reopened vtih the 
court of France, 627 ; re&s<ios for oon- 
qucriiig hib repugnance to King of 
Fiance, 5S>J; ouuiucs of new treaty wit^ 
France drawn up by him, xb , solitary 
and anxioua poeitioii during tuv mlsfor- 
tnnea of ilarlem and Aikiua», 5^3 ; ap- 
^ the geiieral BBBomblyoitbe NotU- 
Tiaud s, exhorting the count^ to umon 
l^graat the oppressur, i5 ; opSsfcl© to the 


^leniafnspBiiigof his eneiOT, 535 ; liberty 
of oonseusioe for the peo^ his main cl^ 
jeoi, tA . ; publicly jaws the Ctalvimet 
Cbmeh at Dor^, i& ; his feara relative to 
improsclo& likely to be produced by the 
Ex^s promise ta pardon, 551 ; position 
taken up by him cuinng siege cf Leyden. 
6C9; de^nte plan l.<r the res sue ct 
Leyden, i5.; his lUne&s at nurterdam, 
571 ; Tesnmes preparsdous £• rebef of 
Leyden, 673 ; proceeds on board the iletrt 
before Leydf^ 575 ; receivcsuewa of the 
rescue of leydcn, 576 ; enters the city, 
i& ; grants privileges to tLe city as a re- 
ward fnr its sufiisrtngs, 550; reply tu 
tfltqiosaia cd BcqneeeiiS, made tLreu-'k 
bt Aldcgonde, 553; answer lo other nts 
goti£.tort, 5S4 ; p’lwer lodged in. Lid 
hands, 563, com;<2<kUi9 in assembly of 
stat<^ of Holland of c of cati^a, 

and o5cTa to rcsi,:;!!. 550 ; powers vested 
in ijixn by estates, i& ; refuses to accept 
gevemment on the^e terms unlefia fh.- 
nishel with a monthly allowance, i5 ; 
soepdcions of Spanish government and 
ibar of adiaastroua peace, 567; s&cptH 
the gorernmeDt of Holland and Zeel^d, 
5fd, resulta of his marriage with Arne 
of Buxony, 5^3; mames tae FnnccsB 
Charlotte cf J^urbon, 5K; c:inLitii..&; 
eansedbythia mairvL?", £5.; onlcunv.- 
queuces, 59S; reeulut'on to throw oif 
alegiinccto KmgofSpain, 652; difficJ- 
tie$ as to choice of new «overeigxi for tko 
seates, 604; financial eiabarrafvmentr ;t 
huQeel and brother John, 5 6; despt.- 
rate v.hemo for rcBcruing inbubitantb j' 
IColland and Zealani, ; prempt anl 

dewidcdcLrii'inetafi’ii.r dcatlict Roiuecena, 

015, coaiJ^cs lutroduccii ly him u. . 

^vli'ic'd ju vf ifyibil b:.i 1 

Zcolaiiil, 611 ; anprunie autiiorityna Uui- 
lnj.d and Zealand confijxed oahiiD, SJ2; 
especial powers vested in hhn, tb. ; ab- 
sence of i^ersonal views and ambitjou, 
613; honourable title bestowed on him 
by people, i6 ; his UDS«vcrving Tctlgioua 
iol-ration, xb. ; reinstated in his pnnci- 
pahty of Orange by Kint< of France, 614 ; 
prepares to take advonuge of mutiny of 
ep mi-h troops to bnng about a geiicr.il 
uuion and oxganisiiti* n, 625 ; letter to 
Count Lalain, t5, ; tocstat^of Guoldrca 
; to estates of Brabacit,*6 ; iitiplote^ 
tbo vancus provinces t j send deputies tw 
a general cougre^ to effLct agloets unioii 
betweeu Uoliond onl Zealand niid the 
other pruviitcts, 626, -en is truop-s lo th^ 
a^faL^UiiCc of i jjiidci & Bgain&t lautmcors, 
62&, Ictteis uddr,.i»-.d by Lien to the 
statcs-gencral, as>boaibicd at OhoxA) 
urging tl.e m toha&^entocaZ}blude treaty 
of uzuon, Git , dtffi cukies suggested by 
the arrival of Hon Jolm of Austria, 657 ; 
couusels to bfiatcs-gciieral relative to ar- 
rival of new governor-general, ft ; 9iit- 
luiCB nf ncgotiainon to be ente;yrtl into 
with Bon John, 65S ; basis of his policy, 
ft ; bis combinatiozL diBarranged b} 
ampUtuda of concessions mad^ by Bou 
>hii of Austria, 665 ; his distrust of Doo 



Joba and reosonB for tbia, 066 , is im- 
teted ftt haste with which estate con. 
eluded treaty with Don Johiii dis- 
pleasure at provisions of Ferpetual Soici, 
0l}7( refuBos to puhli*:]! or rooogniso the 
treaty m Holland and Zasland, ib » hia 
written opinion of treaty, gi\ en to states- 
geoeinl at their reque^ 008, ^rfect 
accord ^tween biin and estates of 9ol 
ano^Zealand tb , his leply to pro- 
posals made Iv Dr Leoamue in name of 
^n John of Austria, 070, his \iu 
bounded influence in Holland on I Zea- 
land, «& 2 respect in which ho l^as held 
]n o&er provinces tb , I is reply to 
letters of Don John, 071 , tokens of sym- 
pathy received fium his mother, 0 $ 5 ^ 
lud fromhia son. 080, financial emhar* 
nssments of his family, caused by tUeir 
saonficts to the cause cd the Netherlands, 
lb new odvanobs made to him Don 
John of Austria, 680. his struggles to 
establish *1 system of toleration, 16 , in- 
terview and UiBCusBions with envoys sent 
by Don John of Austna and by estates- 
srsneral of Catholic provinces, 689, en. 
toys a formal statemont to hnn 

ana the states of Holland and Zealand 
on the part of Don John, Odi , protest 
against Porpetu^ Ddict embodied in hjs 
reply to the document, tb , encourages 
supexmtenda the re-ereation of dj Cca 
UL HoUand and Zealand, 704 , touching 
lovQ and giatitude of people towaids 
i im tb , letter, never hitherto pub 
hehed, to estates geneial on seizure of 
citadel of Namur and general conduct of 
John, lb , Tiiidicdtion of lumself 
against charges mode by Dou John and 
otherf, »gg , y^paira itf Ytiftfiht. on invi- 
tation ifom M-igJeUicy, VUO; husHy 
welcomo given to bun ib , treaty of 
' batiaf u drawuup,ib , sbaca^oui 
for overcomuig German taoops shut up 
in Breda, 711 , bis determination to tt 
store the administration to a state coim, 
oil appoint^ by estates geneiol, 715, ja 
invitea by estates gcucril to come to 
jimssels to aid them u itb hia couus I 9 
718 , increase of lus power and iuflueut(\ 
lb , inemorial piesented to him at Gor 
trujdoiibuig commissioncis sent to 
Invite hiolHo Biiiasols ib , poiniis^lon 
foi louincy obtaine I from estates of 
iTnTirtTtrt ftTid ZcaLiud, 7l9 , it<ply to me 
moiial c¥ eommiRMoners tb cuthusiss 
tie reception at Antwoip, 720, ostiy < i 
to Biuosels* lb • future measures con 
templatcd by him, 721 , puts ft stop to 
negotiations with Don John, ib , ex- 
ceohng de\ot on of buigUeisof Biussi^is 
for him, 723, bis > ist. conduct 
regard to Aichdukc Matthias 725, » 
elected Ktiwaiil of Dido 7.6, sigug 
flMnnft of this OiSCC IJ , hlS neW dloOlty 
oonfisned by eaUtc« general *b , tuo 
crown within lus gra8^ ib , indignati^Q 
at treacherous conruct of noble% 72( , 
mtervuw with Rjhove previous to out. 
brook of revolution m Ghent, 730 , pto 
cecdings relitiio *0 outbieak, 782, 


Index ■■ U23 

pans to Ghent on mvilaijon of.4our 
fistatos of ri^ders, sb , bimgs about a 
new act of union, soouzisg the religious 
rights of Catholics and Pi otestant^ 763 , 
succeeds m n^otiating treaty of alliance^ 
andaubaidy with hjngland, 786, estab- 
lishes fundamental terms on which 
Archduke Hattinas u to be recoived as 
Governor Geneitd of Netherlands, 730 , 
is appomted iieutenant-genexul for tho 
Arohaake Matthias, 7S7, jealousy of 
biTrt entertained by nobles, 741 , loyjJ 
conduct with regard to A rriHt i wdftTn , 747 , 
preparations for campaigu of 1678, 760 , 
negotiations with lagljnd, ib ; ag>mi 
confers chief posfa of commaud on CatliO' 
lie uoblea, ib , rebukes Ins own Church 
for its mtoloranco, 768, his reasons for 
maintaining rclaUmis with Duke of 
Aloncon, 7o6, picaciibes the terms 011 
which Alengon s asaistanoe may be ac- 
cepted, 768 , causes a system ot piovi 
toloratiOA to be sined by Mat- 
thias, 700 , moapabihi^ of nis contempo 
ranos to understand ms tolerance, tb , 
provisional arrangement for rMigious 
lolention in Antwwp, 701 , dlaumtcnt 
Oathoho leaders and 
‘WsUooB popuTotion by his attempt tu 
establish leligious toloiation, ^2, cn 
deavours to coiiubate the contending 
parties m Ghent. 776, indignation U 
image breaking nots at Ghont, 777 , is 
induced to go to Ghent to appease un 
roar, 778 , obtains consent of all parties 
to a rijigious peac^ published STfch Do 
camber 1678 ib , impoit of this docu 
ment, ib , malcontents summoned to 
lay down their anns, refuse, tb , glow 
xjxg oonviction of bis enemies that bis 
death -ahme would enable them to put 
down Netncrlond rebellion 785 , effe^ 
the Union of Utrecht, the /ounaatioifof 
the Nethei land 1 cj ul lie 792 , false accu 
satiODS against, 1 dative to Union of 
Utrecht, 1 94, uDcca'-mg efforts to couu- 
toiactthediemembciingpolioi orPaima, 
797 , 10 blamed for tin. 1 lU ol AUcstricht, 
and accused of plotting to do ivcr the 
countiy into the bonds of Fianco, 809, 
libcllouv lutter ag*unst him laid before tho 
a«Bcmbl> ot the ostites 810 , efforts to 
allay iicwdisordeis in Ghout ib , repurs 
a second time to Ghent and ogam his 
piescnco lestoiea order, 813 , accepts the 
government of FUnders, aud retuius to 
Antieip 818, attompts to babe him 


815, tliCirutt^Cidure tb , offers to cede 
bis pow 01 a to 'iny successor appointed b\ 
estates geneial, ib , now schemes of g 
Yen ment contempl itcd by him 820 , his 
Bigumeiits m favour of ohoicc of Duke f 
fljljou dsfuturo ruler of tbeNotheilande 
8S1 , rebukes and warmngs and self vm 
dicatzon addressed to 1 ai lous cozporati^is 
and as fitnblies ui 1579 822 , speech in 
estates genonl at Antvreip in 1679, up- 
braiding the people with the want of a 
broad natnotism, 824 , addrosa upon the 
stote ^ the countiy in J'liinu’v IbSOi 


I 
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TU^biff necosrifcy of msing^ ft nntoe- 
TotiB am. efficient annyi %6 ; U offeted 
the eo7erei;!nt7 hy estates of Holland 
mnd Zealand, 833 , hy advice of Cardinal 
GranvoUe a pnee is set upon hia head, 
834 , contents of ban, i6 repUea bv hu 
Atmous AiwIoot’, 885 , reluctantly accepts 
provisional soverci^ty ovei Holland and 
Zealand, 842 , buhstance of act conferring 
this sovereignty, t6 , hmitation of save 
reig^ty as to tune sub8e<iuently e'lncolled 
by the states without his knowledge t6 , 
absence of personal ambition in bim in> 
JunouB to DIB country 847 , bis reasons 
for wishing Anjou to bo elected sovereign 
ofNetbcrlands 848 ifi-iinsuTninonacoun 
try to provide for the gcncml dcfencoand 
to tike measures for iniuguralion of 
Anjou 852 , attempt to 'iss'issmitohini At 
Antwerp, 85S , bis genei ous forgiveness of 
assoBBiD, lb Us solicitude foi Duke of 
Anjou and hw country when thml mg 
himself mortalU wounded it , agitation 
ofthcpeople 85^ iniestigationsrelitiic 
to attempted ciime, t6 , discovery of in 
stigator 860 , lottor to estates general, im 
ploring them in case of his death to re 
main faithful to Anjou 861, solemn fist 
in Antwerp 802 his cue that the ruo 
ceedii^s against hia assassins shoiila be 
conducted n itn strict justice ib liis con 
▼fllescenceand rclipsc ib , Leonardo Bo 
talU body physician to Anjou saves hts 
Ufe by an ingenious expedient ib , joy of 
'people at hia recovery ib , death of bis 
vnta Charlotte of Bourbon 863 . bappi 
nose enjoyed in mamage with her, tb , la 
forced ^ the excitement inconsequence 
of bis recovery to accept permanently the 
Countship of Holland and Zealand, tb , 
position assigned to bim by the new con 
- ^tution 8i 5 other provisions of now 
oonahtutiOQ ib ,apoealtoAnjonmrofer 
ence to invasion of Antwerp 878 letter 
fmm Catherine de Modici ib , eflfoits to 
effect an hon nil able i econcili ition, if pos 
sible between Duke of \njou and the pt o 
vinees tb , hia unceasing desire to see 
aU the Netherland provinces united into 
one Independent coramonwealbh, tb dis 
covers mtngnes of Anjou with Parma 
and Fhibp 879 rcplv to Miratnbeau dc 
spatched toh cthcriandsby King of France 
to endeavoui to effect a rcc<mciliati>n be 
tween Anjou and the pioviuccs SSO 
statement of opinions as to necessity of 
bre iking with Anjou, drawn up it 
request of estates ib , Xccordstgnci m 
eousequence 881, married fcrtbefoui'tb 
time to Louisa wid >w of Tehmj and 
daughter of Coligny 8S2 rcfuscsUic sove 
reignty of TJiiitod Provinces ofi^ed to 
him by the estates 883, patriotic and 
self den^ mg tone of his ansM or on the oc 
casion tb , sovereign dukedom of Bri> 
bant foxfeifced by Anjou offered to him 
tb , rofiiscs tins also and coi inucs his 
efforts in f ivoui of Anjou tb , indofatig 
able endeavours to counteract the maUu« 
nations of Spanish party in. Ghent 886 ; 
various now ittempts against In life, 887 


last and auceessfbl attempt, ; his list 
words, tb ; ohildrenbyluefourmamem 
897; deep sorrow of the people at his 
death, tb : effeot of his death on country 
lb , b» physical appearance and moral 
quahtiea, 898, the great aim of hia Ufo 
and poliey, 899 , dismterestedness of his 
semcesjtb , hismtellectualfaculties tb 
hiB never-failing constancy, 900^ hispoU 
ticalg^nu, tb , his power of dbaling with 
his fellow men, tb , bis eloquence oral 
and written, 901 , his industry, tb pene 
trataon Mid adroitness 002 , caution ib 
false view of his character given by bi 
enemies, 008, in note his calm coumgc 
and cbcerAil disposition ib , unvarying 
love and eatocm of the people fox bun, 
904 

Ostiawrll defeat of hfarntx de Tholoube 
and Protestant troops at 317 

Oiidcvratcr besieged and token by assault 
by Spam lids, 593 

Oiitrcnian pensionary of 7 Uonciennes ev 
cites tl o fury of bis fellow citisens I " 
being the bearer of piopoutiona fiom 
Noireormes, 308 

j 

Pacheco oi Paciotti an Itoli m eiiginoei 
attached to the atmy of Duke of Alia 
SS9, employed in the erection of the 
famous citadel of Antwerp aoi is put 
to death by the populace of Plumbing, 
4CS 

Picification of Ghent, opinion of junscon 
suits and divines upon, 660 

Poms, peter a tailor of Hcchbn eon 
demned to death on the charge of having 
preached the Reformed faith m that city 
693 

Parma Alexander of lus hoaxing and char 
actoi, 230 bis nujtiols with Mam of 
Portugal 240, joms Don John of \urtim 
at Luxemburg with several ebon o ro^ 
ments from Spain and Italy, 741 , dis 
txngU 2 «hed conduct in battle of Gem 
blours 744 lus birth and early charac 
teristics 760 education and youthful 
tastes tb , mode c f life at Parma 770 
horoic conduct at battle of I eponto 771 
bis personal appearance tb his militan 
ibihties and mental cb inicteristics 77 ' 
his religious sentiments ib , favourable 

' ausniccs under which he a nimcd power 
in the Ketlicrlands, 778 his subtle an 1 
unecrupulous pobey, 782 commonce/ 
camjiaign of 1579 with a fcait a^imt 
Antwerp and then moves upon Ma 
f^tricbty^O, continued negotiations III f 
intrigues with "WiUoon provinces 82 
signs Ticity of Accotd with Walloon pr 
vuicos 799 , pantomime at Pans lUustrn 
tivo of lus success 800, bis entry mt 
Mocstncht after eaptme of the dtv, 
808 , indignation at ai rival of bis mother 
in Netherlands to assume civil admuiis 
toxtion of piovmccs, 839, declares bis d 
termination not to submit to divida 
Buthon^, and conquers, ib , measures 
taken m consequonco of proposed assas i 
nation of Pnneo of Orange 863 , drxws 
foietgn tioops Into the country in spite of 



IndeJ. 


d 2 ff 


“'.Si »*>““ 

Hn^Tmth Pnw» «rte;^W 

thft fi H i tim^"***^^ of ttlaco of OniiigCi 

^S!;»o 7 ”fC“SW/ 

flood tune, to Ottow Facneae, U7 , h«r 
MflTsion to her huabond ij , wmoijo at 
^ Tcportod death, »b , her hatrad toi 
him change! to paaaionate fondneas, t6 i 
reasons for her ocmg anpomtod Regent 
DfNoiheELAda i6 , her bigotry, Ils, her 
ntraonal appeewjnco sad mental charto 
Uruties. ti , stratagem ^ 


fOQuerttoiendtroop«toFrana,182, 

mden by PhiUp to convoke the eBtatei< 
MQenLsamnMiuamceUQgof Snightsoz 
theFleec«.t6 > exerts herself to reconcila 
contending factions, 184 . informa Philip 
that the Pnnce of Orange w reported to be 
ievolvttigBomegteatdcaign,U9* reports 
to Philip dissoDsionB among sugtuois, 
198 , despatches Armentaros to Spam, 
180, her joatrucUoos to him, i6 , her 
alam at marcasibgdisoontent of noble«, 
10 ; ones mzrp w yf»u ■■iwflicUiu to 
Hethermd nobfea, 305, her delight st 
having escaped from servitude to Oran 
velle, 313, contumelion^treatmoatofhn 
fiunds, 313 , her deunnciaiious of Or m 
roUe and hia party to the King, nnd 
secret protestations of (nendship to Ginn 
vclle hlnis^, fh , her intimacy vlUi Ar 
RiLntoros, and du^mceftil parbcipatioa m 
Uia peculations 2^7 , her contemptiions 
tieatment of Ibrmer adherents of Gnui 
iclle, s5 , her insinusbons against Yig 
Ims, 319, d^culUesofher po8Ltu>a,Si4, 
urgM Pbdip to change instiuotions to 
’ inquintGrA ih » expenses nnd oiatinss 
loused ha her son 8 nuphols 810 , dnvea 
to despair by disturbed state of countiy 
and discontint of tlie nobles, 249, in 
'onns Philip tbU he must take up arms 
pOr make concessions 2o2 , her ogitaiwn 
entbepiesentationot Ilequestv 3o4, her 
ensvror to Request, 250 , i tply to second 
address of contederotes, 257, issues the 
“Hoderatioti,’* 801, pimort of Jlodeia 
tun, i& , issues proclamatums to put 
down iol:^ous assemblies 205, her rage 
at boU language of members of corajiro- 
mise assembled at Bt Trond, 278, mdjg. 
natioiw aba tcrroi at image brsakizig. 


of wOTtup wlMre riiwly 

SSt: BtgvB orticlM of ogromiMJt 

Ih. "Awonl," »t > iimounMa 

tbot if the three point.. d«my i<teii.g 

osoaut Oningo, Egmont, Hi m , 
feoertreoton S91, *8*^2“ 

•mth confoleretM to. porafiiation of pnj 
Tioeia lb , bogmoto • ““if 

Open defiance toward maloontew asw* 
TMallB lloni from T umay, 297, do* 
apatches Nwrtanaes to Tournay to ^ 
armcititens and iiuppTC«»B the 
to , continued tseacheroua conduct to 
Orange Horn, and Egmont, 298, m 
forms the &ngtliat a scheme is arranged 
for dividing the country and for mas* 
sacimg the people, 229 , declares y*!*®' 
^^A ptbiNi m a state of siege^ a&d all mti 
E6Q8 rebelA S3S , apn^ to Orange tot 
assistance against proceedings of Breda 
r de, all , grants permission to Protest 
ants of Amsterdam to proieh m the Las 
iodge and immedmtely afterward wdk 
draws the same 812, refUsestoacc^fen 
signation of Onnge 818 , haughty lopb 
to Brederodo s second request, 814 , visit 
Antwerp after the pscmcatum of Cslviius 
tumults, 826, herexpreasioosanthcoca 
Sioii, t5 , her md^ation bemgsapo} 
sededbyijiTapto ,hereS(nristogainovY 
Omngo 328, her indignation on amvalr 
Alva,641, conducisubsequenttoAireatc 
Egmont and Horn, 849, her resigiutu 
IS finally accepted, 359 , she depans Ims 
Netbeilcnds, to 

Phnoa, Ottavio F'unese, afterwards Hull 
oip man led to Margunti daug^ter^ 
Cbailes V, 118, accompozues the m 
peror to Barbara , Ilf. 

Pmties, three political, mNtlherlimds du 
mg govm'nffleut of lion John of Austn 
&DJ 

F bss tu treaty of, affirmed by Oianvdle i 
hive been soerray revoked by Chsrlost 

‘ PstcTDoster iTacks," nans given to au 
content Walloon pwty by Cmvuusta, 70 
Patriot^ positiOD of, after deportun 
Aln, 551 

^ul ZV , mdignofion of, at the trono 
VaueelleA 83 1 his amUUous charaefa 
to , ius hatred of Spaniards, 88, obe^v 
King of IVaneefiom keeping MUi vn 
Spam, 84, makes peace with SpauL M 
Pcsooi universal deaire for, in Hethenin 
after departure of Alva, C9T 
People, degraded condition of, 17 ; state 
at commencement of Regracy of IL 
gorst of Parma, 182; refuse to rep 
dykes if Spanish tro^ me not removi 
341, thoir growing terror of and wn 
at Inqu^itiDu, 288, coll upon Cm 
Egmont, and Horn, to come forward 
thoxr choc^ions, 236 , dospuir \t teoi 

hnnfiim nf ailxiia « <•_ 


2 S 4 , (lUmuiM to seek lef^ m hoatum of edicts^ snd’rmwM proeu 

II N .dvjMdbr»ei||Tuor.tor«Mliiy\ tloa laquiatwa), 2J7, nffo^ 





926 « Index. 

flno* oom\i|^ncemont of onugratlon to of QnmTeUe, 149 , state of hU ezcBequer 

Sng1aiid> S49. ; confirms instruotious of Cba^lsa V 

^rer, Antcnuo, eoufidential secrotaty of to inquisitors m Netheilmds^ 1^0; bu 

state of Philip 11 , bis betinyal of Bon charactensation of Inquisition m Kc- 

pOhnof Austr^ C8i;plotUiig3TntliFlulip tUerlands, 1T5; iirged GranTc^o, de- 

* agtuii&t Boil John of Austrm, and profc4* nies the intention to introduce Spanish 

sions of friendship to the latter, OSO ; Inquisition in Netherlands, 180 , protests 

conducit toward EscoTedo, tb : suggests to Montlgny that he has no intention to 

to Bon John the necessity of ptocunng introduce Spanish Inquisition into Ne* 

asxassmation of Fnneo of Orange, 6S3 therlands, and that GranveUff wSfl not 

Perez, Gon7‘ilOy secretary of Philip 11 , consulted previously to introduction o' 

draws up letter by which the £ing ra^^Us new bishopnev, 1S9 , requests opinion of 

Granvelle, 210 Alva on letters and remonstraiices of 

Feronne, interview of Cardiual de liOnOin Ncthorland nobles, 107 ; orders M irgni ot 

and Bishop of Ama at, 99 of Parma to proclaim and enforce docrct^H 

Philip tbo fur, receives the homage of the of Council or Tiont m Netherlands , 

states of Netherlands, SO; curtails the endeavouzatowmEgmontwheninBpun, 
privileges of tho states, tb ; m'lmes 227 \ dissimulation with all portiOB, 2S1 , 

Joanna, daughter of Fordinond and Isa* suggestions aa to new modo of pumshmg 

boUOrOf Cos^o and Anogon, tb , diosat heretics, 231, inatructions to Al^ft for 

Bruges, ib his gui lance in interview with Catherine 

Philip 11 , Kmg of Spain and of the No de bledici at B 13 onne, tb ; lottery to 

therhinds lii^ personal apjiearanco, 54 ; inquisitors in Netherlands, 235 * ex 

his ingratitude to hia father, 68 , acecs presses his dissatisfaction at oppesition 

ftton to tne sova^ignty of the Nether of Netherlands to Inquisition, aud en- 

laud^ 70 , his first appearance in Nether* joins Begont strictly to carry odt roll 

lands as crown pnnee, ib ; his mamtge gious dcciecs, ib ; applauds deci^iom c« 
with Mona of Portugal, tb ; swears with theological assembly, 230, ope*i 

out reservation to supt ozt all the consti* secret pioceedmgs after arrival of Ber 

tutiozu and piivilcgca of the provinces, ghen and Montigny m Madrid, 280 > com 

lb , lA mamnge with Mary of Engluid, munications to the Pope rcginlmg 

71; his repulsive manners 73, his tem tended concessions modo to hethe^hlud^ 

peiament and characteristics, ib.; his 2b8, filse promises to visit Netherlands 

Acwvmplishzacnta and pcisonal habits, 2b9, dcclaics to Regent his determiui 
, determines to rc enact tne edict of tion never to allow states general to b 

1 00, 81 ; desires to annihilate provincial convened, but desires tho people to ^ 

mdepeodenceot^ctherl mds.ib , quolma ] deceived on the suhiect, io , 
of couGcienco, occasioned by hostile posi ligmont expressive ol approbation of ms 
tion toward tho Church, 89; hia conces having taken the now oath, o«d ms 

«ions to Pojic Paul IV , ib ; induces En^ w bole courbo of conduct, 330 , letter to 

linl to declare woi oginst rraiM"* Slirgaiot of Fiima oxpressi>o of disap 

>d7. 8S, lefu es to eucwiip before St probation cf edict of 24tb May 156 t, on 

ulm, 94 , neglects to follow up victory icumnt of its leniency, 834 ; tho ▼eu of 
of &t Quentin by marching ou Pans, 9b; hypocritical clemencv towards Pfther- 

auses body of St Quentm to be brougl t 1 mds la thrown off, Sdo , is counso'led by 

to bis tent, 08 , disbinds his aimv after Buy Gomes to proceed m person to 

victory of St Quentin, ib ; proposes to tboilinds ib ; intentions with which he 

tn ury daughter of King of France, 105; dcbpatcbed Alva to Nothciland^* 843, 

recommends the couucus of the prov inces bis joy at Alva's succor in capturing 

to extirpate all heretics, 10 ‘ , I ikcs Ncthcrland nobles, 349 , porfioibus m 
Icivoof tue estates, lb , iiiaV.es a **ne *diucticn8 to regoraing hia conduct 

S ue&t” for new BuppliAS, 110 , xionunates to Bcrghen Montiguy, 351 J issue 

duchess of Pirma Recent, ib , his rage procUmation concemmg fiiio dec^ of 

at remonstroncorclativc to foreign troops the Holy Office condemning to d^th ml 

presented by the states general, 112 , his the inhabitants of tho Netherlands) o04 

subsequent dissimulation, ib , i«6ues expression of determmatioii to 

iurUier instructions for persecutiou of his own fiesh, il icqvuted by the ^ 
heretics, tb j rebukes 'William of Orange, 402, public answer to Emperor of Gor 

113; lands m Spam after quitting he many’s intercession in favour of Nothei 

therlands, 114 ; < eltbrates his i eturo by lands and V illiam of Or inge, 4-il , privai 1 

an au'o da-/(f, 115 , sw e irs to uphold the an«w or to same, 422 , elabor ito prepar i 

Inquisition xb ; hia reasons for appnmt- tions for secret and extraordinary ezeou 

ing Margaret of P irraa Regent of Nether tion of Montigny, 439 , instructs 

lands 117, carries out measures roUtive make known Jihat Montigny has & 
to creation of new bishoprics, without natui al death, 443 , consummate hywc 
wnsultsng Anlliory Perronet 139 , di risv evinced on this occasion, »b t Plot 
Spam criminal in^rmations against Queen ofrFUigland, 4Wy'0*d^ 

inmviduols m Netherlondo 142 , Alv i to supply troops to cany out iflot 

.. complyriis against Or mvelle. against Queen of England, 466 .Appoints 

tion to institution of new i-s Buko of Medina C(8li Governor General 
f , Bubmifiaion to msflt dtonr of Netherl iiids. In Ueu of Alva, 



klAwds deputUw from Kethorlimd pro 
seat to Spain to remonstrate 
i f-i— fc inposlUon of tlie new taxes, 
^|iia exultation at massacre of Huguo 
SB In Franco, 4S3; Icltors to Alva on 
ii lublect, 484 ; secret endeavours 
b' obtain the impensl crown of 6er* 
52S; pled^ bimself to witli- 
Sw Spanish troops from Netborlands, 
Bdto the free exorcise of tho Be- 
ingma d religion there, 52d ; his ministers 
n^ovemors mere puppets in bis hands, 
diuimulatioii as regards his in* 
policy towards Kcthcihmds, 537 ; 
lUi ^iipg of Netheilaiid rclicllion, 538; 
GBvut death of Bequesens, 603 ; undo* 
dOM policy subsequent to this event, 
(00 ; despatches Havrd to endeavour to 
padQ^tliocountiy, 620; letters to estates 
if wabant, and to state-coandl, 621; 
olottinge with Antonio Perea to ensnare 
Don John of Austria, 680; suggests to 
OCbi John, through the means of Perc^ 
Ishe necessity of the ae&aasmatiou of 
Pnnoe of Or.mgo, 682 ; letter to estates* 
general to Kctherlatida m reply to their 
cqpmunications of 04th August and Sth 
September 1S77, 748 ; uikists upon neces- 
lity of molntaming the royal sunromacy 
md the Cathobc religion on tno basis 
idopted by his father, t6 ; Issues 
lAinstPnaceof Onnge. 834 ; despatches 
Duchoss Uhnoret of Parma to Nether* 
onds, 839 ; oifen to rostoro to eldest son 
if Prince of Orange the estates bestowed i 
m the relatives of his father’s murderer, I 
m condition of hie paying a pension to 
hem, 897. 

ilip, Httiidgrare oflfosse, his opposition 

w protest ogamet said marrfagn 169. ' 
libcrt do hruxoUcs, his siicccli on the , 
iinperor s abdication, 55 I 

^point, Flench army assembled .it. in 
557, 88 ; army assembled at, 105 
9S18 Ics Toura, convention of, between 
itatcs-gcnerol of Netberlaiids and Cuke 
f Anjou, 832 

Icsta, cU;,f magiatratoofliutrnciland. 
cctca t^piOMiicca, 20. 

itiis Poyui, author ofthiljiDiy of tho 
me., 00, in^oto. 

tugal, irariaof, lirst wife of Philip II 70 
tiig.d,Maiiiiof,wifeoIAIoximaorofPnr. 
a, her b<*uty and accomplishments, 340 
U-tauts, purity of thtirhvos, 239 

its” 309™ se( 3 -ol.nic 3 at ITati*. 

ati.d on Chargo of having OBsashiuated 
'on J ohn of Austi lo, 106^ ^ 

Netherinnda. 

* fluppicss, m Nether 

trmmplmnt In IloUand 


'Tndex, • ^ 

their preachers, t6 ; sects iofrhioh ^sy 
prmc^oUy botonged, 267 { qtfmmenoe 
building their first temple outside Toux^ 
nay, 296 ; demand permission to preaoh 
inside the city, t&. ; their conduct at Yo- 
lencicnnea, 807 ; toeir conduct at Ant* " 
werp after defeat of Tholouae, 817. 
Remonstrance of estates of Brabant on de* 
Bixuction of Antwerp, G4A 
Bcuaid, Simon, suspected of writing a 
stmgtog lampoon against Cardinal Qnn- 
vclle, 178. 

Bcuncberg, Count, brother of Count Hoog* 
sti aaten, and stadtboldor of Frieshmd and 
i>rentho, betrays patriot cause, 824; 
price paid for his treachery, 825; evil 
influence of hta sister, Com^a Inlaln, 
Baroness Nonceau, 46. ; his character, 
826; intercepted letters reveal his treason 
to Orange, t& ; mcidenta attending h^ 
selsure of the city of Groningen for 
Prince of Parma, 827; li^s scige to 
Bteonwyk, 636; is obliged to abundom 
the siege, 833; his ^bsequent career 
and death, tb. * 

Bequesens, Bon Louis do, appointed rue* 
ccsBor ol Alva, arrives is Brubsela, 638 ; 

Ilia previous cateer, 644; Instmctione 
received from Philip on assuming go* 
veraorshlp of Neth^lands, 6^, hia 
views of hfetherland afikuB on Ast as- 
suming offico, 549; opposite opmlona 
held by him and ,^va, t6. ; sends two 
fleets, under Bomero and Avila, to at* 
tempt to rescue Middelburg, 653 ; parley 
with mutinouB Spanish troqpe^ 504 ; touq 
negotiations with assembly of deputies oa 
firusBols, 683 ; various negotjatiuns with 
OraDge,i& {hiaiguoranceaBtoPhilip’srsal 
wishes and intentions regarding peace, 
P-^y-SrSEK^tto PB for takiDg possession of 
|6lOTofZKaBn(l, B1187 blB Snnnclal rtifflrai- 
Ue8,10O;unexpe(!teadeath,O9T,rotrosi,i|r 
his character and catcerf i4. 
Hoqucbt, rroposed to be presented b» 
aiarraict ot Parma by confederates ot 
the Lompromiso longue 250 - ~ 

^ps TOtli regard to itj tb ; to 


liberal toudoncta 
_ influence on people. 177 

^Ajrai°l! fT*' “ePbowof the Bislum of 

TO^rrore ofths Sit McoSSi,*tM‘^“® 


I 



Indilf, 


Rodolph U t aeceidon to the ljuperlel ' 
• tmtmc. *CM ; hia eentimanta towards | 
*^79then'mdSf 

Romero, Julian, suj^Kised to h.x76 been 
the officer who ur^ed Egmont to escape, 
346, disgraceful conduct at hfaaiden, 63 
Rotteidam, onslaught of Spanish troo^ on, 
ifter Tom attempts to rceapture Bnll, 
467 

Riiyter, Hermando de, a cattle drover, and 
laitisan of Omnge, murders the Gover- 
nor of Louestem and takes possession i 
of the castle, 445, blows up the castle, 
446 I 

Ryhove, a nobleman of Ghent, pasdon 
ately attached to Pnnee of Ormge, and 
desirous of forming a f^e confederation 
of Netherlands 73S seeks an inteiview , 
with l^uce of Orange, at Antweip to 
propose revolution in Ghent, 72d , 
incidents and lesnlt of interview, <6 , 
returns to Ghent and uigea on the 
people to throw off the Spanish yoke, | 
731 , IS pl'ieed at the head of provi- i 
sional governm nt 733 ; atiocious pro < 
eeedings against Viseher and Hessels, 
775 , struggles foi power with Imbirc, at 
Ghent, 811 

Ryihovius, Peter, Doctor of Dmnity, 
raises popular commotion by entermg i 
into hsputation with reformed rieacher, | 
S70 

Saint Quentin, city of, strategical impor- 
«^tance ofitopcwilaon.^l, is threat cned by ' 
the Duke ox ^avoy, t6 boHle of, 93 , as 
«ault and sack cf the cit> 96 
Saint Wino^hsherg, taken by Do Thermes, 
100 

Baleedo, a Spaniard, and Bosa an Italian, 
detected in a scheme to poison Anjou 
and Oiantyo at instigali ii «f I>nVi» oi 
'V^^^irma 808 , fearful modo of execution at 
T?ans, t6 

8arr*sin John prior of Saint Yaost his 
zeal in buying over adherents to ro^l 
cause and services m re establishing the 
ro>al autVionty over the Wallo n too 
vmccs 783 , purchases effected b/ him 
among Catholic noblos, 7^9 
8a\ny Lmanuel Fhilibei t, Duke of Regent 
of Netherlands , his character and early 
career 7^ takes command of army 80 , 
mvests St Quentm, 00; recoaers his 
sovereignty, 104 , promises to many 
Margaret sisicr of King of Fi incc t6 , 
lebukcs estates for indignity offered to 
Rhibp, 394 

Baxonj, Augustus, Elector of, his eager 
ness for marriage of liis niece Anna with 
IVilham of Orange 153 
Saxony, A Tina, of, mamed to William of 
Orm^, 161 , her occontncity, 593 , her 
conduct towards Orange, i& : her intern- 
nerance, t& , ncrlettcis to Alva, i6 , her 
InAdclit} 594 , her solitaiy confinement, 
i6 , death i6 

Bcholrlt, -victory of tho patn jff fleet orev 
the bponish fleet lu the ycai lv»74, 5a2 , 
vietocyof patiiot Admiril ^crasted off 


Antueip 565 


Schets, Caspar, Baron of Orobbandonek. 
his position, 203, his venalitiy, ib ; 
humiliation of Granvelle ^ed upon by 
nobles at banquet at his house, t6 
Sohoonoven, eurrender to Hierges, 608 
Schout and Bchepens, chief mogmtmtes 
and aldermen of Flemish cities, now ap> 
pomted, 10 

Bimouwen conquered by the Spaniards, 
601 9 
Bchwaraburg, Count Gunther de, aa 
Bpatehed to Germany, to sue for tf e 
hand of the PnneebS Anna of Saxony f cr 
William of Orange, 154 
Schwendi, lAsaras, fiiend of Pnnee ot 
Omnge, urges King and Regent to tat e 
means to alloy storm gathermg in No 
therlands, 202 

Sects, rehgioiu, in Netherlands 36 » dreel- 

ful perseoution of, i6 

Segovia conaultatnns of Spanish council 
at, on the sutyeot of dioconteni in Ne 
therlands, 280 * 

Selwoert Abbey, total destruction of 
Nassau's army near 397 
Sossa, Carlos da, burnt as ft heretic, 116 
Sienna coded to Cosmo de Medici, 86 ^ 
Slaves and serfs in Netherl mda, 17 
Smith, Chnstopber, a Carmelite monk, con- 
verted to Piotestantism, put to death at 
Antwerp, 220 

Soldiery bpanibli, become mutinous 816 , 
offer to deliver Harlem into the bandv 
of Orange, 520 , are appeased by Alva 
521 1 thear peculiar sitwtion and consti 
tution m Nethei lands, 562, mutiny itn 
mediately after battlo of Mook, or Moo- 
fcorheydo, 663, eeiee AntvrOip v6 ; 
mutiny settiod by treaty with gov emor- 
gcn<»ra1 60,> , departure of from Nether- 
landa 673 

boimius. Dr Francis, sent on a mission to 
R mo to represent necesslfy of Inoresse 
ofbishopnCBiu Netherlands, ISO 
S noy, Dicdnch, appomted by Orange 
I leutonant Governor of North H >lland 
472 w fitter instructions given to him 
by the Pnnee, i6 , floods the countiy to 
save Alkmsar, 534 , discovers conspiracy 
nmong certain inliabitants of Hollimdtio 
fivour a Spanish invasion, 5Q7, eslob 
lishca a kmd of blood council, and com 
mils horrible cruelty on,,aome of the 
conspififttors t5 

Soircnt^, Archbishop of his mission tk 
Nctbeilands, 263 ^ 

Spi, meeting of nobles at to lay the foun- 
dations of the Comprom so, 246 * 

Stadtboldeis of provinces, their functiona 
andpoweis 108 

Statistics of life imd money exp6nded%i 
Nctbeilands during the struggle foi 
liberty, 643 

Steenwyk, the key to the province of 
Drenthe is heoicged by Rennebeig, 830 ; 
IS Assailed witli red hot balls and Ihth 
etingless saicosiqs, 837 , protend^ inter 
cepted letter of grange, t5 , homilies of 
Giptain Cumput, 838, siege abandoned 
'I by Reuncbcig t6 ® 

^^tolbcig Juliini of mother of Willutm of 







Onnge, ISO ; her piety eod, beneficial 
inflaence on her aon^ 121. 

BtruleUf Antony rani 
An^r^ arrested the same da; os 
Egmonf and Horn, 848; isenouted by 
oraer of Alra, 401 

BtiOEii, Uonbal, commences campaign In 
Ita^ in 1566, 83 ; his death. 100. 

Bta;^er, Herman, a eonrerted monk. 
addreKea an aesambly of eight thon* 
sand peiBone In neighbourhood of Ghent, 
S64 

Swarfc^ John do, and other persons burned 
for reading the Bible, 172 

• Tsfihi. Nicholas, demands that the com* 
munity of Touinsy shall defray expenses 
of buiidine ^teetent temples, 295 
Tanche^n. Us character ana career, 31 
Twg^, aon-ln-law of Coligny, shut up in 
^ Quentm, makes on imprudent sonie. 
%ud further increases dongem of the 
fortress 92 j falls in the encounter, il 
xeigues, besieged oy Jerome de ’ t Zaraeits. 
C8a ; position of town, tfi ; expedition to 
the placa, 496 ; defMt of bcaiegme 
army, t4 ® * 

Themies, Pool da, OoTemor of Calais, 98 • 
attoc^ and takes Dunkirk, 100, taken 
^soner after battle of Grarelmes, 102 , 
^OTTille, siege of, 100. 
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•^Uon if, 8™ o' Eoptooy, lb. ; capi- 
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of Trout Edicts and InquHit^ J^uoug^ 
out Netherlands, 28T. # 

Treslong, William de Blois, Migneur do. 
one of the leadero of the Beggars of iho 
Sea, hu part in capture of Brill, 464. • 
Mbaolet, jesterattheoonrtofGbBrlesT., 64. 
Trondt 8t» assembly of members of Com- 
promise league at, 270 ; dissolution of u- 
semhly, 278. 

Traehses, Gerard, Archbishop of Cologne, 
seeks refuge with Prince of Orange dt 
Delft, 882. 

Ditenhove, a Flemiah noble, roasted to 
death by alow fire for haring been en- 
gaged in tiio capture of Brill, 587. 

Union of Brussels, 660: tenor, motire^ end 
effect of agreement to ; germ of dwtruo* 
tlon contained m 661. 

Utrecht^ foundation of falaboprio of, 11; 
city and province of, deedar^ to havv 
forfeited all rights and pre^rty by op* 
position to new system of toxanon, 481 ; 
appeal to Philip ufainst Alva. 483: D;^od 
of. effeoted by WilBam of Orange 702; 
obfect and provisions of Union, i5 ; ebar- 
acterisation of Union, 704. 

T^sndennes, city of, its ongin and ritua- 
tto, 807 ; refuses to admit a gamoon 
of Spanish meroenanes, SbS ; A mvested 
by Nrfnjsnne^ ft ; appeals to the 
^Ighta of iha Fleece for asunatanoe, 
8U; terms proposed by Regent end 
counter pippoatiQiia to these, 922 
saiut and suirander of, S2S ; sufferinss « 
citixons, 825. ^ 

ftnjk atiti>-aa-.n ab, H*. 

ViJols, Maimret oft Qu<w& of HaTaix*. 
h,- beauty und talaiiht 

rues in Hainault in favour 

«i!n!tary t^biiio If 

him, M ™ ^ •» 

•» Bna- 

g»»feb7ol4am,“flS“”*“ “'*■ 
TOuncil.iha TWonaf*2i^ ^ 

hisopfff... *-i-?i^“®?.^>pearanoe, «. 


« Index, 


pgrUap^ 

taeo ^ et apciriiisia cif ^r.% <it ISSflj Ai ; 
tii» h^ffxty ttud i«tAiJ«tatf^oa» ri>.; hit 
puwill rtirnty; 179 ; tils to nrta^ 

Ut zeaaan >>£u,9, . 

of Ibo VUiec^ outtvfjtiA iu 13^4 1 a$; 
nutiend iixz*'^ L/ u;»tw£u:^ of « xfi(Ql> 
ben^-trcio, ioi; ijs .uv^jxtis** after ro- 
ttd. Af Oracvoiltiv Alii eonteiapc trich 
tr&K^a "az* tfr^ted hf fha Ba^ecc^ 
%l9i Ilia lii9'& oflttcm. »b ; 
of Xle^ent lifu, 210; at' 

tmrkzd V 7 ^fnoi/lez^ jj gaj/eitedtd hy 
^9iu2r{>«; S&j4 ; atcimpta to rmoothe tLtt 
trouLlfed aratenf* 'JLVj ; rci>»M£iit9 oose*- ' 
uty for (ii9 Koj^ a f «rt:tcziv« m Keti^af' 
lAEid*, bia (j\iacf\ ir/n^caa to Alva. * 
S24 ; JZi tba tXijiUa at meastierm of 

JAvo’i Cruiiiisil, iiSS ; LU eulogy on 
tbs ijiu^aeo tUja g'-iUtitiLt.et of AIti, 
iA0 ; oxipU9i^ AlraS echeuio of arbz- 
tnuy tazaboii In XettierlAnda, 4e); b}4 
endeavoura to f/roo in an aomeaty* 43^; 
fdopta tiiO etkUM dttba p«o]ile fu o^Jiiuei* 
ttou to Alva, 4^1 ; tii'^ourlu; statemccu 
tf to ld4 prchzuttt Izi ataco4<>uiuAl on oo- 
twaa at Ui Arrest by the tk:i$ 4 tJ 6 ur 
Hdxc, €29, in , bm d4atta, | 

^i4ag4.fa, number of, 4<» { 

irU'iA. 9z, oomtoaudiujr A diTlaion of 
flatriot anay und r Loula of l<iu>iuiis, U J 
diift«t«9ri flrat at Hoenooudo. 378 ; aub^ \ 
•equoutly dt Ericelozm and Xtalem, ; 
traya Oianga'a don^M. tb. 

Vitalii, Cbfiii^B, 2ii9 oLamo'-er and extra' 
ordinary ooesity, 6^2 i bl>*deatliy id. 
Vroedidjappen, or couuciUon elected by 
tile citiv* in Netheriauds, fO 

Talebercn, horrid Intemecioe warfare In 
rhe island of, 471 i detc<*tAble cruelty ol 
k. /ofl towards Siiaolaids, t6. 

HaUoon, prormees of, Aitola, Hcfnaul^ 
LUle, Diitiay, and ffrcliics, unite In a 
•enante league, 1679, 790 ; conferences 
wixih deputations Ir^ etatoa<8«neral, , 


7ii>7 ; denrtnif ?3 j aest to Priote et TZnog * 
t«f£jn ABaeuincbt, 799; fUttsnag zeosp> 
HcmifiTentodipataftbOCi, A, ; fascira^iijB 
ezeruasd bj Erinee ca dgTuU&icn. tA ; 
^eluuiiuay Aceord at^ed witu Xs2«'*fl 
g^amaoens^ dt ; proTxAiozis iif Aixord, 
tb, ; ettevt nodnesKi by Aceora iiiiriwgh> 
Mit K&thsslatnis on Fnaoe^ 0r3i.ge end 
in Fiencev V>X 

Walsiiigi.am, ‘ur Fnneis, and Cob* 
barn, despatched c*^ K&*hi>^rlaa4a by 
Qus^ of uz, ‘and to cnicaT j ^ to 
pvriffentfap l^W'cieii tJie e^tak^ and 
ls>&t.rsior, liun Jj>bD rf Arj^vria, 750; 
con‘‘ere' CO witb Ij n Jr lu t& ; Ittxa 
Natn'jTlui I*. £iStTtng foikci in tb hr 
lahmSou, l&i. 

ViIleLrock, in temew between Oiange, Eg* 
fs>'>nt, azjd lI*nsfoMa*, 

WJh.taxc^ja. Ltr^ an axiau^ptis^ put to 
ne^ix un iCr drea Ifil V rt'or'-s after Bn 
a.iiiiiirat le act of Cbrut toi adf-derobon, 
4-a. 

Women, ooadttioa of, m lfet>berlaads» 48. 

Tprss fr^esd to yicl 1 to Sf azusb gOTcrU' 
meijt, and d«$ui li«reticb tanged aad 
Urm,; one* hilled, 037. 

ZwaLii.d, uhnil^of, tecorered bypnfziote, 
047 

Zei^.na, Jerome Tin't, anointed by 
Oratjgo Ooitrtti'T of the zao&d of Wal* 
cb..rctj, 47 D 

2i4ric\se/=^, besieged bv* Uondragoo, Ml; 
atkiaptb to reliere city, did ; surrendeni 
on advice of Prince of Oi axi('e, 6l7 ; con- 
ditions of Bur/eiider, tb ; mutiny of 
Spaiiisb troops afier surrender, t6. 

Zutpheu. enozmous crieltii^B commitlcd 
ai, Vj oraer oIAiva, 497 

Zuy dur Zee formed by aubmenioD of liads 
along tbe Ylie, 30 ; naral eogagement in, 
between Count Boasu and Admral Diric 
soon, 535 ; victory of patriots and cop 
ture of Bpanisb Admiral, A. 




